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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  present  Volume  embraces  the  Period  from  the 
Accession  of  King  George  the  First,  in  the  month  of 
August  1714,  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Sixth  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  (being  the  Second  of  the  said  King’s  Reign) 
in  the  month  of  October  1732.  The  Materials  have 
been  principally  collected  from  the  following  Works : 
1.  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords ; 2.  The  Journals 
of  the  House  of  Commons : 3.  The  Political  State  of 
Great  Britain,  by  Mr.  A.  Boyer;  of  which  Chandler’s 
History  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
during  this  period,  is  a caicless  Abridgment : 4.  The 
Historical  Register:  5.  Timberland’s  History  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Lords : 6.  Tindal’s  Continuation 
of  Rapin’s  History  of  England : and,  7.  Mr.  Coxe’s 
Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Administration  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole ; together  with  the  valuable  original  Correspond- 
ence and  authentic  Papers  contained  therein. 

The  whole  of  the  very  important  Proceedings,  relating 
to  the  fatal  South  Sea  Project,  have  been  detailed  with 
great  accuracy : and  it  is  confidently  presumed,  that  the 
Reader  will  find  in  the  following  pages,  the  fullest  and 
most  complete  History  of  that  disastrous  Scheme,  ftom 
the  first  Proposition  of  the  South  Sea  Company  to  Par- 
liament, in  January  1720,  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill  of 
Pains  and  Penalties  against  the  Directors  of  the  said 
Company,  in  July  1721,  that  has  hitbeito  appeared. 
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Feb.  20.  Of  both  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech  relating  to  the  Pretender’s 
' Flight  out  of  Scotland,  289. 

1717.  Feb.  21.  Ofboth  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech,  421. 

May  6.  Of  both  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech  respecting  a Reduction 
of  the  Land  Forces,  an  Act  of  Grace,  &c.  446. 

July  4.  Of  the  Commons,  to  except  the  Earl  of  Oxford  out  of  the  Act  of 
Grace,  496. 

Nov. 23.  Of  both  Houses,  on  life  King’s  Speech,  £03. 

1718.  Nov.  13.  Of  both  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech,  562. 

Dec.  16.  Of  the  Lords,  on  tlie  Declaration  of  War  with  Spain,  583. 

1719.  Mar.  10.  Of  both  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech  relating  to  an  Invasion 

from  Spain,  595. 

Nov.  23.  Of  both  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech,  604. 

1790.  May  7.  Of  the  Commons,  on  the  King’s  Message  for  erecting  Corpora- 
tions for  insuring  Ships  and  Merchandize,  649. 

Dec.  9.  Of  hoth  Houses,  on  the  King’s  Speech,  679. 

1721.  Mar.  17.  Of  tbeCoramons,respectiog  the  Escape  of  Mr.  Knight,  757,760. 
July  26.  Of  the  Commons,  on  presenting  to  the  King  the  Resolutions  for 
restoring  the  Public  Credit,  S95. 

Oct.  19.  Ofboth  Houses,  on  the  King’sSpcecb,  914. 

II.  ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT. 

1715.  July  9.  Of  High  Treason,  and  other  High  Crimes  and  Misdemeanors, 
against  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer,  74— 
Farther  Articles,  114 — Ilie  Earl’s  Answer,  157 — The  Com- 
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1715.  Aog.  6.  Agaiost  Henry  Viscount  Bolingbrokc,  |29. 

8.  Against  James  Duke  of  Ormond,  138. 

51.  Against  Thomas  Earl  of  Strafford,  HI— The  Earl's  Answer, 
246. 

1716.  Jan.  9.  Against  the  Earls  of  Derwentwater,  Nithisdale,  Carnwath,  and 

Wintoun  j Viscount  Kenmure,  and  the  Lords  Widdrington, 
and  Naim,  238— Answer  of  the  Earl  of  Derwentwateis  266- 
Answer  of  Lord  Widdrington,  26s — Answer  of  the  Earl  of 
Nithisdale,  270 — Answer  of  the  Earl  of  Wintoun,  279. 


III.  KING’S  SPEECHES. 


1715.  Mar.2I.  On  Opening  the  Session,  42. 

July  20.  Relating  to  an  Invasion  by  the  Pretender,  1 1 1. 

Scpt.21.  At  the  Adjournment,  221. 

1716.  Jan.  9.  Respecting  the  Rebellion,  223. 

21.  Relating  to  the  Pretender’s  heading  the  Rebellion  In  Scotland, 
276. 


Feb.  17.  Relating  to  the  Pretender’s  Flight  out  of  Scotland,  288. 

June  26.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  386. 

1717-  Feb.  20.  On  Opening  the  Session,  393. 

May  6.  Respecting  a Reduction  of  the  Land  Forces,  an  Act  of  Grace, 
&c.  447. 

July  1 5.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  408. 

Nov.21.  On  Opening  the  Session,  499. 

1718-  Mar.21.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  336. 

Nov.  II.  On  Opening  the  Session,  337. 

1719.  Mar.  10.  Relating  to  an  Invasion  from  Spain,  593. 

Apr.  13.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  600. 

Nov.23.  On  Opening  the  Session,  602. 

17S0-  June  i 1.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  630. 

Dec.  8.  On  Opening  tbeSession,  678. 

1721.  JulySl.  On  the  State  of  the  Public  Credit,  900. 

Aug.  10.  At  the  Close  of  the  Session,  911. 

OcL  19.  On  Opening  the  Session,  912. 

1723.  Mar.  7.  At  the  Close  of  the  Seventh  and  Last  Session  of  the  Fifth  Par* 
liament  of  Great  Britain,  961. 


IV.  KING’S  MESSAGES. 

1716.  Jan.  9.  For  an  Adjournment,  223. 

1717.  April  3.  Fora  Supply  against  Sweden,  433. 

1718-  Feb.  1.  On  being  chosen  Governor  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  335. 
Mar.  17.  For  an  Additional  Number  of  Seamen,  555. 
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1719.  Mar.  2.  Relalbg  to  ihe  Peerage,  590. 

1720.  May  4.  Belating  to  the  erection  of  Corporations  for  imuiing  Ships  and 

Merchandize,  648. 

1721.  Feb.  15.  Relating  to  the  Petition  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  711. 

Jane  16.  For  a Subsidy  to  Sweden,  844. 

July  1 !•  Relating  to  ilie  Chil  List,  856. 


V.  LISTS. 


1715.  Mar.  15.  Of  the  House  of  Peers,  27. 

Of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  32. 

1716.  Apr.  24.  Of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Coromoas  who  roted  for  and 

against  the  Rill  ibr  repealing  the  Triennial  Bill  and  making 
Parliaments  Septennial,  367. 

1719.  Jan.  7.  Of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  voted  for 
and  against  the  Bill  for  Strengthening  the  Protestant  Inters 


Dec.  1 8.  Of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  voted  fur  and 
against  the  Peerage  Bill,  624. 

1720.  Of  Bubbles,  650. 

Of  the  Public  Acts  passed  from  the  Accession  of  George  the 
First  in  August  1714  to  the  Dissolution  of  the  Fifth  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  in  March,  1723,  ccnxxiii. 


VI.  PETITIONS. 

1715.  Aug.18.  Of  the  Duchess  of  Ormond  to  enlarge  the  Duke’s  time  for  ap> 

pearance,  142. 

1716.  Jan.  19.  Ofthe  Earl  of  ^intoun  for  other  Co.unsel,  271. 

Of  Lord  Nairn  for  Mercy,  273. 

Apr.  24.  Against  the  Septennial  Bill,  308, 374. 

1721.  April—  ; (several  Remarkable)  for  Justice  on  the  Authors  of  the  pre- 

' sent  Calamities.  760. 

Dec.  6.  Of  the  City  of  London  touching  the  Bill  relating  to  the 
Plague,  929. 

1722.  Jan.  17.  Of  the  London  Clergy  against  the  Quakers’ Affirmation  Bill, 

942. 


VII.  PROTESTS. 

1715.  Aug.  1 8.  Against  the  Bills  of  Attainder  against  Lord  Bolingbroke  and 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  145. 

1716*  Jan.  21.  On  reiecting  a Clause  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  Bill  for 
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[Protetls 


17K).  Apr.  l 

June  22. 

1717.  Mar.23. 
April  3. 
May  22. 

1718.  Feb.  21. 


2V 
Mar.  8. 


n. 

17. 

1719.  AprillT. 
1721.  Jao.  9. 


Not.  13. 
15. 

20. 

Dec.  5. 

a. 

13. 

10. 

21. 

1722.  Jan.  13. 

17. 


Feb.  1. 


3. 

13. 


Against  the  Septennial  BUI,  305. 

Against  the  Bill  relating  to  the  Forfeited  Estates,  361. 

Against  paasingthe  Mutiny  Bill,  4-29. 

Uespecling  the  Oxford  Biots,  433. 

On  the  Question,  Whether  the  Earl  of  O-sford’s  Impeachment 
was  determined  by  the  intervening  Prorogatiou,  402. 

On  rejecting  a Clause  in  the  Mniiny  Bill  for  providing,  That 
no  Punishment  by  a Court  Martial,  shall  extend,  to  Life  or 
limb,  542. 

Against  rejecting  a Clause  in  the  Mutiny  Bill  to  secure  the 
Obedience  of  the  Officers,  &c.  to  the  Civil  Magistrate,  543. 

Against  passing  the  Mutiny  Bill,  546. 

On  refusing  to  add  the  Words  " of  Pious  Memory  ” after  the 
Name  of  Queen  Anne  in  the  Preamble  of  the  Bill  tor  re- 
building St.  Giles’s  Church,  551. 

Against  passing  the  Bill  for  rebuilding  St.  Giles's  Church,  552. 

Against  passing  the  Forfeited  Estates’  Bill,  553. 

Against  the  Bill  for  erecting  Workhouses  at  Bristol,  554. 

Against  the  Resolution  against  issuing  of  Money  out  of  the 
Chamber  of  London  touching  Elections,  599. 

Against  a Resolution,  That  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Treasury 
appointing  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company  to  be 
Managers  for  executing  the  South  Sea  Act,  was  legal,  C99. 

On  the  Navy  Debt,  923. 

On  rejecting  a Motion  for  laying  before  the  House  the  In- 
structions given  to  Lord  Carteret  as  Minister  in  Sweden,  924. 

Bclative  to  the  Treaty  with'Spain,  925. 

On  a Motion  relative  to  the  Cause  of  the  Nary  Debt,  927. 

Against  rejecting  a Petition  of  the  City  of  London  touching 
the  Blit  relating  to  the  Plague,  030. 

Against  rejec^ng  a Motion  for  repealing  some  Clauses  of  the 
Quarantine  Act,  033. 

Against  rejecting  a Motion  for  Sir  George  Byng*s  lustructious 
concerning  the  Action  against  the  Spanish  Fleet,  935. 

Against  passing  the  Mutiny  Bill,  930. 

On  the  Navy  Debt,  §40. 

Against  rejecting  a Petition  of  the  London  Clergy  against  the 
Quakers’  Affirmation  Bill,  944. 

Against  the  passing  of  the  Quakers’  Affirmation  Bill,  946. 

Against  rejecting  a Motion  for  the  Instructions  relating  to  the 
British  Squadrons  sent  into  the  Baltic  for  several  Years 
past,  953. 

Against  the  Resolutions  touching  the  Navy  Debt,  955. 

Against  rejecting  a Motion,  That  victualling  the  Ships 
abroad  was  one  Cause  of  the  Increase  of  thcNavy  Debt,  958. 

On  refusing  to  adjourn  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  came  too  late 
to  the  House,  B6o. 

On  rejecting  the  Bill  for  the  better  securing  the  Freedom  of 
Elections,  966, 
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Agaiiut  expunging  a Protest  on  rejecting  the  Bill  for  the  better 
secoring  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  970.  . 

Against  adjourning  the  Consideration  of  the  Navy  Debt,  970. 

On  the  National  Debt,  972. 

Against  passing  a Bill  relating  to  the  Ruaniog  of  Goods,  974. 

Against  a New  Standing  Order  concerning  the  entering  of 
Protests,  976. 

Against  expunging  Part  of  the  Protest  of  the  1 9th  of  Feb.  con- 
cerning the  Navy  Debt,  978. 

Against  expunging  the  Protest  of  the  20Ui  of  Feb.  relating  to 
the  National  Debt,  978. 

Against  expui^ing  the  Protest  of  the  I7th  of  Jan.  against  the 
Quakers’  Affirmation  Bill,  979. 


VIII.  REPORTS. 


1715. 


1717. 

1791. 


June  9.  From  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  relating 
to  the  late  Negociations  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  &c.  Re- 
ported by  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Walpole,  Chairman  of  ibe 
said  Committee,  Appendix,  i. 

Sept.  20.  Of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  respecting  Mr.  Matthew 
Prior,  21*. 

Dec.  21.  Made  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Master  of  the  Mint,  concerning 
the  State  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  52H 

Feb.  Id.  First,  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  on  the  Proceedings  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  711.  Second  Report,  743.  Third 
Report,  7S4.  Fourth  Report,  797.  Fifth  Report,  802. 
Sixth  Report,  811.  Scventli  Report,  837. 

April  17.  From  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Value  of 
the  Estates  of  the  South  Sea  Directors,  780. 


IX.  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

PerioM  filling  the  several  High  (Iffiees  in  Qturch  and  State  from  the  Accession  cf  King 
George  the  First,  in  Augtist  1714,  to  the  Meeting  qf  the  Sixth  Parliament  cf  Great 
Britain. 


Archbishops. 


1715. 

1713. 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
.....  .of York  ..... 


William  Wake,  translated  from  Lincoln. 
Sir  William  Dawes,  bart.  translated  from 
Chester. 


Bisuops. 

1714.  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  .Tohn  Wynne. 

1715.  • - - - - Bangor  Benjamin  Hoadly,  translated  to  Hereford. 
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1703. 

- Bath  andWells 

George  Hooper. 

1714 

• Bristol  

George  Smallridge. 

1719.  - - - ■ 

- 

Hugh  Boulter. 

1709.  - - - - 

- Chichester 

Thomas  Maantngham. 

1714.  - - - ■ 

• Coventry  aud  Litchfield 

Edward  Chandler. 

I7IS.  - - - - 

- St.  Davids 

Adam  Uttley. 

1713.  - . - - 

-Ely 

William  Fleetwood. 

1716.  - - - - 

- Exeter  

Lancelot  Blackburn. 

1714.  - - - ■ 

• Gloucester 

Richard  Willis,  translated  to  Salisbury. 

1721.  - - - - 



Joseph  Wilcocks. 

1712 

• Hereford  

Philip  Besse,  translated  to  Si.  Davids. 

1721.  - . - - 



Benjamin  Hoadly. 

1706 

- Landai! 

John  Tyler. 

1707 

- Norwich 

Charles  Trimnell. 

1721. 



Thomas  Green. 

1691.  - - - - 

- Peterborough....; 

Richard  Cumberland. 

1718.  



White  Kennet. 

1713.  ■ - - - 

- Rochester  ' 

Francis  Atlerbory. 

1715.  - - - - 

- Salisbury  

William  Talbot. 

1721 



Richard  Willis. 

1707.  - - - - 

- Winchester  

'iir  Jonathan  Trelawne/;  bars. 

1721 



Charles  Trimnell. 

1699.  . - - - 

- Worcester 

William  Lloyd. 

1717 

■ . 

John  Hough. 

1692.  - - - - 

- Carlisle 

William  Nicholson. 

1718 



Samuel  Bradford. 

1713.  - - - - 

- Chester 

Francis  Gastrell. 

1674.  - - - - 

• Durham 

Nathaniel,  Lord  Grew. 

Lord  High  Cbancelloos. 

1714.  William,  Lord  Cowper,  Sept.  21. 

1718.  Thomas,  Lord  Parker,  May  l2.  Created  Viscount  Parker,  and 

Earl  of  Macclesfield,  Nov.  5,  1721. 

Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

1714.  Sept.  17.  Charles,  Viscount  Townshend,  pice  Viscount  Bolingbroke. 

James  Stanhope,  esq.  afterwards  Earl  Stanhope,  Tice  W.  Brom- 
ley, esq. 

1716.  June  23.  Paul  Methuen,  esq.  during  the  absence  of  Earl  Stanhope. 

1717.  April  10.  Charles,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  vice  Lord  Stanhope. 

Joseph  Addison,  esq.  rice  Lord  Towoshend. 
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1718.  Mar.  I4.  James  Craggs,  e8«j.  vice  Mr.  Addigon. 

18.  James,  Earl  Stanhope,  vice  Lord  Sunderland. 

17SI.  Feb.  B.  Charles,  Viscount  J'ownihend,  vice  Lord  Stanhope. 

Mar.  4.  John,  LordCarteret,viceMr.  Craggs,  afterwards  Earl  Granville. 

SpcAKea  OF  TUB  House  of  Cohmohi. 

1714.  The  Honourable  Spencer  Compton. 

COUUISSIONEBS  FOB  EXECUTIKC  THE  OFFICE  OF  LofU>  HiCH 
Tbeasuber  of  England. 

1714.  Oct.  13.  Charles,  Earl  of  Halifax. 

Sir  Richard  Onslow,  Bart.  Chancellor  of  the^Excheqoer. 

Sir  William  St.  Ouintin,  Bart, 

Edward  Wortley  Montagu,  esq. 

Paul  Methuen,  esq. 

1715.  May  23.  Charles,  Earl  of  Carlisle;  in  the  room  of  Lord  Halifax,  deceas- 

ed ; and  the  same  Board. 

1715.  Oct.  11.  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer- 

Daniel  Finch,  Lord  Finch. 

Sir  William  St.  Quinlin,  Bart. 

Paul  Methuen,  esq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Newport. 

1716.  June25.  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  William  St.  Quintin,  Bart. 

Paul  Methuen,  esq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Newport  (afterwards  Lord  Torrington.) 

Richard  Edgecumbe,  esq. 

1717.  April  15,  James  Stanhope,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (afterwards 

Earl  Sttuihope.) 

Thomas,  Lord  Torrington. 

John  Wallop,  esq. 

George  Baillie,  esq. 

Thomas  Micklethwaite,  esq.  (afterwards  Viscount  Mickle, 
tbwaitein  Ireland.) 

1718.  Mar.  18.  Charles,  Earl  of  Sunderland. 

John  Aislabie,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

John  Wallop,  esq.  (afterwards  Viscount  Lymington  and  Earl 
of  Portsmouth.) 

George  Baillie,  esq. 

William  Clayton,  esq, 

1720.  June  i 1.  Charles,  Earl  of  Sunderland. 

John  Aislabie,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

George  Baillie,  esq. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  Bart, 
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17S1.  Sir  John  Pratt,  knt.  Lord  Chief  Jostice  of  the  King’s  Bench, 

Chwcelloi  of  the  Exchequer.  ' 

1791.  April  3.  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer. 

George  Baillie,  esq. 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  Bart. 

Richard  Edgecumbe,  esq.  (aRerwardi  Lord  Edgecumbe) 

Hon.  Henry  Pelbam. 


Master  of  the  Rom. 
1717.  July  13.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll. 


Attorheys  Gshbial. 

1710.  Oct.  19.  Sir  Edward  Nortbey,  knight. 

1717.  Mar.  14.  Nicholas  Lechmere,  esq.  afterwards  Lord  Lecbmere. 
1790.  May  9.  Sir  Robert  Raymond,  knt.  aRerwards  Lord  Raymond. 

Solicitors  Geiiexai. 

1714.  Oct.  15.  Nicholas  Lechmere,  esq. 

1715.  Dec.  21.  John  Fortescue  Aland,  esq.  ■ 

1716.  Feb.  6,  Sir  William  Thompson,  knt. 

1719.  Mar.  22.  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  knt. 


X. 


INDEX 

OF  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  SPEAKERS  IN  BOTH 
HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


AbingdoD,  Earl  of,  290. 

AisJabie,  John.  71,  212,  425.  427,  452, 
459,  4(31,523,  024,  863. 

Aldwortli,  Mr.  8. 

Anglesea.Ear)  of,  107,  305,  540. 

Argvlc,  Duke  of,  104,  304,  305,  307, 538, 
539,  540,589. 

Aylesfbrd,  Earl  of,  301. 

Bangor,Bishop  of  (Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadtey) 
571. 

Bathurst,  Lord,  544. 

Bingley,  Lord,  532. 

Bladen,  Martin,  459. 

Boliogbrokc,  Lord,  45. 

Boscaweii,  Mr.  63,  379,  476,  534. 

Bristol,  Bishop  of  (Dr.  George  Smalridge) 
573. 

Brodrick,  T.  746,  909. 

Bromley,  W.  5,  330. 

Brownlow,  Sir  John,  379,  422, 

Buckingham,  Duke  of,  299,  .305, 429, 463, 
464,  465,  540,  570,  590,  609. 

Cado^an,  General,  72, 73, 545. 

Campion,  Mr.  8. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of  (Dr.  William 
Wake)  570. 

Carteret,  Lord,  298,  921. 

Caswall,  Sir  G.  439,  524,  752. 

Chester,  Bishop  of  (Dr.  Francis  Gastrell} 
576. 

Cholmondeiey,  Earl  of,  299,  570. 

Compton,  Spencer  (Speaker)  40,  219, 439, 
950. 

Cohingsby,  Lord,  67,  421,  432,  464,  920, 
921,  932. 

Cope,  Sir  John,  960. 

Cowper,  Far],  104,  305,  541,  569,  591, 
607,  647,  698,  709,  921,  922,  933,939, 
960. 

Craggs,  Mr.  467. 

Cr9|g8.  Mr.  Jun.  43S,  505.  522,  534,  549, 
564,  598,  61S,  685,  692,  694. 

Dalrympte,  Sir  Darid,  72,  SoO. . 

Delawar,  Lord,  62. 

Devonshire,  Duke  of,  293,  569. 

Dorset,  ci,-  V 


Ferrers,  Lord,  300. 

Finch,  Lord,  39,  51,  443. 

Foley,  Thomas,  67. 

Freeman,  Mr.  599. 
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COBBETT’S 


Parliamentary  History. 


1 GEORGE  THE  FIRST,  A.  D.  1714. 
Accession  OF  George  the  First.]  August 
1,  1714.  Pursuant  tn  the  act  of  succession, 
George  Lewis,  sou  of  Ernest  Augustus,  6rsC 
elector  of  Brunswick  Lunetiburgli.  by  ll?e 
princess  Sophia,  grand-dnugliter  of  king  James 
1.  nsceuded  the  throne  on  the  deatJi  of  queen 
Atine.  His  mature  age,  'being  then  54  years 
old  [lie  was  born  May  S8,  l^U,]  bis  experi- 
ence, his  personal  qualities,  his  numerous  fa- 
mily, the  general  peace  Chen  in  Europe,  the 
inierest  his  allies  had  to  support  him,  seemed 
to  promise  him  a quiet  and  peaceable  reign; 
but,  however,  he  was  hot  wltbout  his  disturb- 
ances. This  prince  bad  great  talents  for  a 
crown,  and  had  not  failed  to  exert  them  on 
occasion.  He  was  concerned  in  oU  the  nlTairs 
of  Germany,  and  always  came  off  with  advan- 
tage. The  great  services  be  had  done  for  the 
emperor  Leopold,  determined  the  emperor  Jo- 
seph, his  successor,  to  use  all  his  power  to  pro- 
cure hita  admittance  into  the  electoral  college : 
and  the  emperor  Charles,  successorof  Josepli, 
caused  him  to  be  acknowledged  elector  by 
Lewis  14,  anil  by  the  electors  of  Coloen  and 
Bavaria,  who,  till  the  treaty  ufHastadt,  had  re- 
fused him  that  title.  He  had  waged  war  in 

S‘rsoD  auil  with  success.  His  campaign  on  the 
bine  in  1709  was  glorious,  and  would  have 
been  much  more  so,  had  not  the  too  great 
bravery  of  count  Mere!  disappointed  his  pro- 
ject of  sending  aid  to  the  duke  at  Savoy,  to 
enable  him  tu  peiihtmte  into  la  Frauche  Comtd. 
This  prince  had  an  excellent  spirit  and  noble 
sentiments ; be  was  much  more  sensible  of 
services  than  of  injuries  ; courageous,  little 
capable  of  dissembling  or  liiding  his  thoughts  ; 
my  maxim  (said  be,  soon  after  his  arrival  in 
England)  ‘ is  never  to  abandon  my  friends,  to 
' do  justice  Co  all  tbe  world,  and  Co  fear  no  mail.' 
To  these  valuable  qualities  he  joined  a great 
application  tn  business,  and  a sincere  desire  to 
render  bissubjects  happy.  All  these  virtues  tu- 
gether  had  gained  him  the  respect  and  love  of 
ois  German  subjects,  who  were  ail  submissive 
to  his  will  ; and  their  obedience  had  nothing  of 
eonstraiiit,  because  Ins  commands  were  always 
reasonuble,  and  dictated  both  by  equity  nod 
goodness.  I’nnred  inaxe  (liuitisvil  rv -I--  I ini'  rrsl 
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As  soon  as  queen  Anne  had  resigned  her 
last  breath,  tlie  privy  council  met,  and  the 
nrcbbisliop  uf  Canterbury,  tbe  lord  clinncellor, 
and  resident  Kreyenberg  (in  wlinse  bauds  they 
were  lodged)  procured  the  elector  of  Bruns- 
wick’s three  instruments,  nominating  the  per- 
sons to  be  added,  as  lords  justices,  to  the  seven 
great  officers  of  the  reidio*.  After  the  open- 
ing of  the  instruments,  a procleinaliuu  was 
issued,  decluring  tliut  the  high  and  mighty 
|>riiice  George  elector  of  Brunswick  Lunenbeig, 
wus,  by  tbe  Heath  uf  queen  Anne,  become  our 
lawful  and  rightful  liege  lord,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  Trance,  nnd  Ireland. — King  George 
was  proclaimed  at  the  usual  places,  and  with 
tbe  usual  solemnities,  in  the  ciiits  of  London 
and  Westminster.  The  streets  were  crowded 
with  muitituiles  uf  people,  nod  no  disorder  was 
committed.  The  same  tiny  the  lords  justices 
appointed  the  earl  of  Dorset  to  carry  the  king 
the  news  of  his  inaudraliun,  bdH  to  attend  him 
in  his  journey  to  England.  The  earl  of  lla, 
lordjuilice  general  of  North  Britain,  having 
received  notice  of  thequeeu’sdealh,  and  orders 
to  proclaim  the  king,  went  to  tbe  lodgings  of 
I the  duke  of  Montrose  (one  of  tlie  lords  of  the 
' regency)  where  bo  found  ihe  marquis  ofTwee- 
due,,  anti  scvoml  other  lords  and  persons  of  dis- 
tiobtion,  who,  with  the  magisUaces  of  Edin- 
burgh, und  the  officers  of  the  state,  caus^  tlie 
king  to  be  psoclaimed  with  great  ceremony. 
Two  days  after  the  lords  justices  of  Irdandi 


• The  great  ofEcers  were ; Dr.  Tennison, 
! arclibishop  of  Canterbury;  lord  cliancelior 
, Uarcourt : Joim  Sheffield,  duke  of  Bucking- 
! hamsliire, lord  president;  CharlesTalboc,  duke 
I uf  Shret'shury,  lord  treasurer ; WiHiiim  Legg, 
I carl  of  Dartmouth,  turd  privy-seal ; Thomus 
Wentworth,  earl  of  Siraffbrd,  first  commis- 
sioner of  the  admiralty  ; sir  Thomus  Parker, 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  Kiiig's-hencb.  To 
these  were  added,  by  the  elector  of  Brunswickj 
b the  iustrument  uiidenhis  own  bund,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  i The  dukes  of  Shrewsbury ; 
Sumerset ; Bolton;  Devoo^bire;  Kent;  Ar- 
gyle  ; Montrose  ; Roxburgh  ; the  earls  of 
Pomfrtrt ; Anglesey ; Carlisle  ; Nottingham ; 
•Abingdon ; Scarborough;  Orfurd-;  lord  viscount 
ijrilwrdiHiaUfeitjt  i wA 
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th«  arcbbbliQp  of  Armagh,  and  &ir  Constantine 
Phipps,  liaring  received  (he  like  notice,  pro* 
dsinieil  (lie  kina'  nn  the  6th  of  August  at  Dub- 
lin. At  the  ti<ie  (ime,  they  issued  a procla- 
mation for  disarming  papists,  and  seizing  their 
horses. 

There  was  not  the  'east  disturbance  or  in- 
terruption glvenin  any  plnce  to  the  proclaiming 
of  the  king  ; only  at  Oxford,  ciie  mayor  receiv- 
ed a letter  hrougnt  by  a person  in  a batchelor’a 
gown,  reqniringTiim  Co  proclaim  die  Preceodet*. 

The  muyor  communicated  this  letter  to  the 
vice  chancellor,  and  both  of  them  transmitted 
copies  of  it  to  Mr,  secretary  Bromley,  repre- 
sentative for  the  university  of  Oxford,  who  sent 
them  letters  of  thanks.  The  vice  chancellor 
also  oSered  a reward  of  100/.  to  the  discoverer 
of  the  autlior. 

fii  the  mean  time,  the  lords  of  the  re^ocy 
finding  the  nation  much  exposed  by  iheiircoo- 
lition  of  the  army  and  ficet,  took  all  possible 
precautions  to  guard  against  a surprise.  Tliey 
dispatched  such  officers  of  the  army,  as  they 
could  trust,  to  their  respective  posts ; gave 
orders  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  Portsmouth, 
and  sent  vessels  out  to  view  the  harbours  of 
France.  They  chose  Mr.  Joseph  Addison  to 
be  their  secretary,  and  ordered  all  dispacebes, 
directed  to  the  secretary  of  state,  to  be  sent  to 
him.  Tliis  was  particularly  moruiying  to  the 
lord  Bolingbroke,  who  was  now  obliged  to 
atniid  at  the  door  of  the  council  chamber  with 
his  bag  and  papers,  and  to  receive  orders  from 
those,  whom  a few  days  before,  he  expected 
to  command,  t 


SECOND  SESSION  of  th*  FOURTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

T/ie  Parliament  tneetsA  The  parliament 
met  at  Westminster,  the  a/lcrnoon  of  the  very 
day  the  queea  died,  pursuant  to  the  act  which 
regulated' thcsiiecession ; but  sir  Thomas  Han- 
iner,  bait.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
being  in  the  country,  Mr.  William  Bromley, 
Secretary  of  State,  moved  to  adjourn  to  the 
Wednesday  following}  whicii  being  seconded, 
sir  Richara  Onslow  opposed  the  same,  as 
being  too  lunz  nn  adjournment  at  so  critical 
a juncture,  ana  therefore  moved  for  adjourning 
n^ihe  next  day  only ; which  last  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Uirdt  Jutlices's  Speech  to  both  Houses.^ 
Aug.  5.  The  lord  Uarcourl,  lord  higli  cliancel- 
inr.  and  the restoftlielords  justices,  cametotbe 
House  uf  Lords,  and  tbe  House  of  Commons 


* Jo  the  letter  were  these  expressions:  *‘Thie 
is  to  warn  you,  if  you  should  receive  an  order 
to  proclaim  Hanover,  not  to  comply  with  it,  for 
the  baud  of  Gud  is  now  at  work  to  set  things 
upon  a right  foot,  and  in  n few  days  you  will 
see  wonderful  changes ; which  if  you  are  wise 
enough  to  foresee,  you  will  obtain  grace  and  fa- 
vour from  tbehauai  of  his  sacred  majesty  king 
JsSMt.  &Q.V-1.  - if  wr^if.  <■ 
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being  sent  for  and  attending,  the  lord  eban- 
eellor  made  tbe  following  speedi  to  both  bouses. 

'*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen It  having 
pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  to  himself  oor 
late  most  gracioas  queen,  of  blessed  memory, 
we  hope  chat  nothing  has  been  omitted,  which 
might  contribute  to  we  safety  of  these  realms, 
and  the  preservation  of  our  religion,  laws,  and 
liberties,  in  this  great  conjuucture.  As  these 
invaluable  blessings  have  been  secured  to  us 
by  those  acts  of  Parliament,  which  have  settled 
the  succession  of  these  kingdoms  in  the  most 
illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  we  have  related 
our  proceedings  by  those  rules  wliicb  areibereiii 
prescribed. 

“ The  privy  council,  soon  after  the  demise 
of  tlie  late  queen,  assembled  at  St.  James's, 
where,  according  to  tbe  said  acts,  the  three  in- 
struinenu  were  produced  and  opened,  which 
hod  been  deposited  in  the  hands  of  tbe  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  tbe  lord  chancellor,  and 
the  resident  of  Brunswick.  Those  who  either 
by'their  offices,  or  In  virtue  of  these  instrumentSj 
bad  the  honour  of  being  appointed  lords  jus- 
tices, did,  in  conjunctiuD  with  the  council,  im- 
mediately proceed  to  the  proclaiming  of  our 
iawfuland  rightful  sovereign  king  Geoige,  taking, 
at  the  same  time,  the  necessary  care  to  main- 
tain the  public  p^re. 

“ In  pursuance  of  tbe  acts  before-mentioned, 
this  Parliament  is  now  assembled  ; and  we  are 
persuaded,  you  all  bring  with  you  so  hearty  ■ 
disposition  for  his  majesty’s  service,  and  the 
public  good,  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  youras- 
sistance  in  every  thing  which  may  promote 
those  great  ends. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
We  find  it  necessary  to  put  you  in  naind,  that 
several  branches  of  the  public  revenue  are  ex- 
pired by  the  detnise  of  berlate  majesn;  and 
to  recommend  to  yon,  tbe  making  such  previ- 
sions, in  that  respect,  as  may  be  requisite  to 
support  the  houour  and  dignity  of  the  crowns 
And  we  assure  ourselves,  you  will  not  be  want- 
ing in  any  (liiog  that  may  conduce  to  the  esta- 
blishing and  advancing  uf  the  public  credit. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen;  We  ferbear 
laying  before  you  any  thing  that  does  not  re- 
quire your  immediate  consideration,  not  having 
received  his  majesty's  pleasure ; we  shall  only 
exhort  you,  with  the  greatest  earnestness,  to  a 
perfect  unanimity,  and  a firm  adherence  to  our 
' sovereigo’s  interest,  as  being  the  only  means 
to  continue  among  us  our  present  happy  trau- 
quillity." 

[The  Ltrd^  Addrett  of  Conp-otulatim.]  The 
Lords  agreed  upon  the  fbliowmg  Address  to  hit 
majesty ; 

Most  gramous  sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
sulnects,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  though  deeply  sensible 
of  the  great  loss  these  nations  have  sustained 
by  the  demise  of  her  late  majesty  of  blessed 
.«<wao<7ii, tihick.ksur  Jots',, At  itbc  >BM  time, 
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with  tfaukfu]  hearts  to  Almigbtj  God,  Co 
grmcuiate;our  majesty  npon  your  happy  and 
peaceable  accessinn  to  your  throne : And  we 
do,  with  tlic  utmost  loymty  and  duty,  assure 
your  majesty  of  our  xeafeus  and  firm  resolu- 
tions, to  support  your  ondoubcedly  rightful  and 
lawful  title  to  the  crown,  against  ^ enemies 
and  pretenders  whatsoever, — Ourzeal  and  af- 
feccioD  for  your  majesty’s  service,  engage  us  to 
exert  ourselves  with  all  vigour  and  unanimity 
for  securing  the  public  safety ; and  we  will 
always,  >to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  maiotain 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown  ; And 
we  do  with  faithful  hearts  beseech  your  majes- 
ty, as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  us  your  royolpre- 
lence,  which  we  are  persuaded  will  be  attend- 
ed with  all  other  blessings  to  your  kingdoms.” 
The  King’s  Aasaer.l  This  Address  having 
been  sent  to  the  kina,  then  at  Hanover,  hts 
Uajesty  returned  the  following  Answer. 

“ G.  R. 

‘'I  take  this  first  opportunity  to  return  you 
my  hearty  thanks  for  your  address,  and  the  as- 
surances you  have  given  me  therein. — The  zeal 
and  uoammity  you  have  shewn  upon  my  ac- 
cession to  thecrown,  aregreatencouragemems 
to  me,  and  I shall  always  esteem  the  continu- 
ance of  them  as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings 
of  my  reign.— No  one  can  be  more  truly  sensi- 
ble tWn  I am,  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
death  of  the  late  qoeen,  whose  exemplary  piety 
and  virtues  so  muw  endeared  her  to  her  people, 
and  for  whose  memory  I shall  always  nave  a 
particular  r^ard.— My  beat  endeavour  shall 
never  be  wanting  tn  repair  this  loss  to  the  nation, 
1 will  make  it  my  constant  care  to  preserve 
your  religion,  laws  and  liberties  inviolable,  and 
to  advance  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  my 
kingdoms. — I am  hastening  to  you,  according 
to  your  desire,  so  aSectionately  expressed  in 
your  Address.” 

The  Address  ^ the  CoamonsJ]  The  Com- 
mons being  returned  to  their  house, 

Mr.  Secretary  Bromley  moved  for  an  Ad- 
dress of  condolance  and  congratulation,  insist- 
ing much  on  the  great  loss  the  nation  had  sue- 
.lained  by  tbedeath  of  the  late  queen. 

Mr.  Hobert  Walpole  moved  for  something 
more  substantial,  ‘ to  give  the  king  assurances 
of  their  making  good  u parliamentary  funds.’ 
Mr.  Thomas  Vntloa,  (afterwards  lord  On- 
slow) observed,  That  the  stress  of  the  Ad- 
dress ought  not  to  lie  upon  condoling,  but  upon 
congratulating  ana  giving  the  king  assurances 
of  their  mainiaining  bothhismajestv’s  undoubt- 
ed title  to  thecrown,  and  public  credit.' 

Accurdiogly,instroctions  were  given  for  draw- 
ii^  up  the  following  Address,  which  was  ana- 
aimously  agreed  to  the  next  day; 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign ; 

^ We  your  majesty's  most  duuftil  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  ' 
parliament  assembled,  having  a just  sense  of 
the  great  tots  the  nation  has  sustained  by  the 
deau  of  our  late  sovereign  lady  queen  Anne, 
•f  hletted  o^tticiyl, 


dole  with  your  majesty  on  thissad  nrcasion.— 
It  would  but  aggravate  uur  sorrow,  particularly 
to  enumerate  the  virtues  ofcliac  pious  and  most 
excellent  princess  ; the  duty  we  owe  to  your 
majesty,  and  to  our  country,  oblige  us  in  mo- 
derate our  grief,  and  heartily  to  congratulate 
your  majesty’s  accession  to  the  throne;  whose 
princely  virtues  give  us  n certain  prospect  of 
future  liappiness  in  the  security  of  our  religion, 
laws,  and  liberties,  and  engage  us  .to  assure 
your  majesty,  that  we  will,  to  our  utmost,  sup- 
port your  undoubted  right  to  the  imperial  crown 
of  this  realm,  against  the  Pretender  ai'd  all 
other  persons  whatsoever.— Your  faithful  Com- 
mons cannot  but  express  their  impatient  de- 
sire fur  your  rosjesK’s  safe  arrival  and  presence 
in  Great  Britain. — In  the  mean  time,  we  hum- 
bly lay  before  your  majesty  the  unanimous  re- 
solution of  this  Uoase,  to  maintain  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation,  and  effectually  to  make 
good  all  funds  which  have  been  granted  by 
parliament,  fur  the  seenrity  of  any  money  which 
lias  been,  or  shall  be  advanced  for  the  public 
service,  and  to  endeavour,  by  every  iliing  in 
our  power,  to  make  yuur  majesty's  reign  happy 
and  glorioua.” 

£T/ie  Ring's  Ansaer.'j  To  this  ^Vddtess  the 
king  return^  the  fallowing  Answer: 

“ G.  R. 

“ Your  dutiful  and  loyal  Address  is  very  ac- 
ceptaldeto  me.  The  unanimity  uud  afl'ectiou 
my  Commons  have  shewn,  upon  my  eccessioa 
to  tlic  crown,  are  most  agreeable  instances  and 
pledges  of  their  fidelity  to  me.  I have  a Just 
sense  of  your  inexpressible  loss,  by  the  death 
of  your  late  sovereign.  Yun  uiay  be  assured  of 
my  constant  endeavours  to  secure  tn  you  the  full 
enjoyment  of  your  religion,  laws,  and  liberties; 
and  that  it  will  always  be  my  aim  to  make  yon 
anbappy  and  fiourishing  people ; to  which  your 
resolution  to  maintain  the  public  credit  of  ilie 
nation  will  greatly  contribute.  1 am  hastening 
to  you  according  to  your  earnest  desire,  and  the 
Jnit  expectations  of  my  people.” 

JTie  Civil  List  settled.']  A motion  being 
made,  that  a Supply  be  granted  to  the 
king,  for  the  lietier  support  of  bis  majesty's 
huusbold,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown,  the  consideration  thereof  was  referred 
tn  the  committee  of  the  wbole  House  the  next 
day,  when  the  same  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 
and  framed  into  a resolution.  And  on  the  7lh 
a bill  being  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly, Mr.  Wykes  pr'iposeil  mckingio  it  a nill 
for  limiliiiglhe  number  of  officers  in  the  House 
of  C/ummoiis,  but  nobody  seennding  that  mu- 
cion,  it  dropped. 

Some  tuembers  having  moved  for  sir  William 
Wyndfaam,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  lobe 
chairman  of  the  grand  coimoictee  of  subsidy, 
Mr.  Kqbeit  Walpole  replied  chat  Mr.  Conyers, 
had  for  so  many  years  so  well  discharged  that 
office,  that  it  would  be  ungrateful,  unmaniierlf 
and  imprudent  to  ciiuse  another;  on  which 
Mr.  Conyers  carried  it.— Then  it  was  proposed 
li  ; but  this 
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iQotioD,  t’lough  ogt  directly  opposed,  afceraordt 
dropped.* 

Motion  for  pat/ing  (ht  Hanovtrian  Troopt, 
anti  offering  a Reo'uri/  to  app/ehendliie  Prc- 
Under.]  Aug.  12.  Mr.  Conjer,  presented  to 
tiie  House  llie  bill  for  tlie  better  support  of  liis 
mejc9t<^*a  lioustiuld,  &c.  uuil  on  th«  secuiui  read- 
ingcliereoflbenaxtd.iv  Mr.  liorutio  Wnlpole 
moved,  Tbot  tliecotniaiucc  ot'lie  wliuleb<iU5e, 
to  whom  tlie  said  bill  was  ennunitted,  might 
have  power  to  receive  one  clause,  to  enaliie  thr 
Lord  TreisuriT,  or  cominiusionf  14  of  lilt  irea- 
eurv  lor  the  rime  being,  to  is'uo  the  sum  “f 
65,023f.  6<.  8d.  beiiig-lhe  nrreitr  due  to  die 
troops  of  flanover,  fur  their  service  is  the  Lo» 
Countries  in  tlie  year  171S,  nut  of  ihe  SOU, 0001. 
g.'anted  in  the  last  Esssioa  of  parlismeac  to  tier 
late  majesty,  (swards  satisfying  the  debt  doe  on 
account  to  I lie  land  forpes.  And  another  clause 
to  riuibie  and  require  tbe  lord  high  treasurer, 
&c,  to  issue  out  of  any  money  gmuted  by  par- 
liament 100,000/.  for  apprehendiug  the  Pre- 
tended. 

Sic  William  Wyodhain  seconded  Mr.  Wd- 
pole  in  the  first  clause ; and  Mr.  Shippeu, 
member  for  Saltash,  very  ingennnusly  owned, 
he  Imd  opposed  that  payment  in  (be  Into  reign, 
butlliatoe  was  furiCnoiv.  Mr.  Aldwortli,f 

•“  The  Wh|e5  acted  nith  eicrsordinary  pru- 
dence at  this  crisis ; for  when  the  renewal  of 
tlie  civil  list  ivas  brought  into  the  loner  ilunte, 
the  Tories,  underprctenceofeiciraordiiiary  zeul 
for  the  new  government  proposed  one  millinn, 
which  was  300,000/.  more  ihnn  the  revenue  oflhe 
late  queeo,  hut  the  king's  friends,  apprehensive 
that  the  T orics  acted  insidiuusly  either  wiih  u 
view  to  conciliate  favour,  or  fur  the  pur|iose  of 
reptouching  him  nftenvurds,  as  ufipressing  die 
nation  by  a higher  revenue  tliiui  his  predecessor 
bad  enjoyed,  did  not  second  the  mudon,  and 
k wnsdrupjied.”  Cove's  Walpole. 

f " On  the 30th  ofSepteniher  thekingmadc 
bis  public  entry  iiiio  London.  On  [heiolluwiog 
day  a sad  suxident  happened,  wliieli  a little 
changed  (lie  gay  humour  the  court  was  in  ; 
Charles  .^Idworih,  esq.  ineinHar  of  parliament 
for  Windsor.  Iwrt  imbibed  at  St.  Germains  io 
France,  swung  prejuiltces  ugainst  il>e  lionover 
•Jccesslou : which,  at  hit  return  tu  Eiigtnnd,  he 
made  no  scru|ile  nf  pubh-hing,  and  cmiliruied 
them  by  frequent  drinking  the  Preiender’s 
hea|th.  This  cmiH  not  hat  endear  him  to  lord 
Boliiigbrnlce  and  liis  furtinn ; hut  it  d>ow  upon 
him  several  quarrels,  m which  he  met  with  some 
disgrace.s ; mid  in  the  l..cti‘r  part  of  the  queen’s 
reign  he  sec  so  great  u value  on  ihiit  merit  uf 
bis,  that  he  thought  liimself  nut  solbciently 
token  nonce  of,  wliiphmade  him  11  liiile  restive. 
He  gave  bis  tongue  a great  liberty  in  railing  at 
the  old  ihtnistry ; and  tu  inpnujitu  liimself  with 
theirsucccssurs,cllBcgdd  it  asu  crime  on  culuiiei 
Ghudlei^h,  of  ihe  fuoi.piards,  thui  he  had 
druuk  tlie  duke  of  Marlborough's  lienlih.  (.h^ 
luiielChudlciiih,  theucliiTCohmeTscousjameui- 
uig^  uMvpb&illy,' 
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member  for  W'liidior,  beck'd  likewise  tbe  mo- 
tiuii ; hut  os  if  he  desigoeil  to  expose  tba 
member,  wbri,  M this  juncture,  appeared  so 
forward  to  pay  (boa*  veiy  troupa,  wlm  b,  a tesr 
niuutlis  beluroi  he  liad  iraau-d  as  runaways, 
hotsaid,  “ Thai  for  Ills  putt,  he  bad  tormerly 
been  against  rbut  payts'-ni,  liecause  be  had 
been  eiven  to  uiidiTstaiwI,  io  Uiat  viiry  house, 
lltac  those  trou|>s  were  ilfrertvis;  but  tltac  he 
lm>l  since  been  iiilirrmcd,  that  tiny  were  liired 
to  light,  niid  had  Served  wril  as  long  as  there 
wus  hghuiig  ; and  il  when  tb<y  coma  in  sight 
ol  me  eiieuiY.  they  who  had  hired  Cluru,  would 
nut  siiifc-rthi  u to  light,  lie  did  uni  see  the  rea- 
son why  ilioy  shuuld  be  called  deserlers,"  Ae 
tu  the  rlaiise,  fer  n reward  of  1i)0,00U/.  for  up- 
preheiidingtlR'  Pri. tender,  Mr.  Cnaiip'un,  knight 
bf  the  shire  for  Sussex,  said,  “That  lie  naa 
not  ill  the  House,  when  ibat  rtauve  was  moved  t 
but  if  be  had  been  present,  he  would  hnve  op- 
posed it,  because  in  liis  opiniao,  ibe  Protestant 
succession  was  no  lunger  in  danger,  since  his 
inqjesiy's  peaceable  acressioii  10  the  throne; 
and  he  dclied  all  the  house  to  prove  the  coo- 
rrary.’’  He  «as  seconded  liy  Mr.  bhippen: 
hut  Mr.  W.  Pulteny,  and,  after  him  the  lurd 
Lumley  argued  “ That  tlie  Protestant  suc- 
cession whs  in  danger,  as  long  as  tlieie  was  a 
i'onish  Preieniler,  who  had  many  friends  both 
nt  liome  and  abroad : That  the  late  queen  was 
sensible  ot  that  danger,  when  the  issued  out 
her  pruclumaiioii  against  Inru ; and  that  the 
case  was  iiutalicted  by  her  ninjesiy’s  den^e: 
That  (lie  naiioo  would  be  at  no  chaige,  if  the 
Pretender  did  not  aiic-mpt  to  tnnrl : and  if  he 
did  100,000/.  would  he  well  bestowed  to  ap- 
preheud  him.”  To  which  po  reply  was  made. 

2'/<e  Lordt’  /m<ire*SpeerA  to  botii  Bimseson 
receiving  Lelten from  the  King.]  Aug.  IS. Mr. 
Craggs,  wIkj,  the  day  before  the  queen  died 
had  been  dispatched  to  {!anover>  returned 
iliis  day  witii  letCets  from  the  king  to  the  lurds 
justices:  and  the chancelloria their iiaoie made 
the  following  iqieech  to  h<ith  Huuses. 

■'  My  lunls,  and  gcnileuien ; “ It  is  witli  great 
sacisluctiun  weean  auw  tell  you,  that  we  have 
this  morning  received  a letter  from  the  king, 
wherein  his  uixjesty  is  graciously  pleased  to 
acquBuit  us,  tiiat  Ins  majesty  isl>asiemug  hither 
to  employ  hill  utmost  core  for  putting  ihrse 
kiiigdnnis  ii.io  a happy  and  dourisliiiig  con- 

seace-chiimberaitk.  .Iiuiics'sexpoi^latrd  with 
him  about  It,  mid  sume  by-siaiideis,  expressing 
tliuir  wonder,  that im-ii  nito  had  | ubiicly  druuk 
ilie  I'retcnder'shealiii,  sticnild  ilace  (n  appear  in 
ihot  place , Mr.  .ahlnorth  came  to  hnru  norda 
wttli  cnionol  Chuiheigli,  and  rhallengi'd  him  ; 
iipou  wbiuli  they  huth  we ut  init,  imd  lought  in 
Maiyhnne  licldi,  mitwuli-tmiding  ci-laiii.4  Bis- 
srt'a  endcnsuurs  to  prevent  ir.  Aldwurtk  was 
killed  on  ihespot,  iinu  tlie  king  being  .told 
•sptessed  lus  mdigmiiion  at  people's  quarrel- 
ing ui  bis  pulare ; but  said,  us  be  cauit  to  main- 
tain  the  laws,  he  would  leave  the  matter  wImIIu 
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duiuD.— He  luu  ctimmandad  ut,  in  the  mean 
lime,  (o  cuuiinue  our  sore  of  every  iliing  that 
uHty  conduce  Co  (lie  peace  and  eaietyof  hisdo* 
miniont,  And  me  are  secured,  that,  if  tlus  bad 
rC((uirrd  bis  moreimmediate  presence, he  ivould 
wkuout  tite  teeec  del»y  liav*  repair^  bither, 
for  (be  support  of  so  dutiful  and  Aitbful  sub- 
jects;  for  bis  nnJe^M  dues  very  parucularlye)^ 
pees,  biaip-ce^'ssdslaccion  in  (he  loyally  and 
adeciba  whieli  bis  peofde  hove  universiilly 
sbemn,  upon  bis  tni^eMy’a  accession  to  (ho 
orovo.— Ac  (be  opeung  (bis  session,  we  did 
nolincnlioQ  co  yon  the  apprebeosiona  we  (hen 
bad,  lr»(D  the  tsudlness  of  tbs  sum  at  tliaC 
time  advimeed,  tliat  die  Lottery  would  not  be 
full : Keins  desirous  in  the  firsc  place  to  try  to 
make  k eiTcciual  in  tlie  manner  ihe  parliament 
liad  estnlilaliixl  it ; But  we  are  ohbged  now  to 
acquaint  yuu,  chut  all  uur  endeavours  liave 
failed  of  tlio  desired  succetu,  though  the  con- 
cributions  liuve  been  iberaby  consnierah^  in- 
creased.— We  wusitlieKlbre  eeruestly  teconi- 
inoud  to  y»u,  geullemeu  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, tu  (ahe  (his  inmyour  consideraliun  : and 
to  give  such  farilier  eacutirageineut  as  you  shall 
think  pT><pet  for  raising  the  whole  sum  which 
wasinteiirled,  and  i»  absolutely  necossaiy,  fur 
carrying  on  the  service  of  tiis  year. 

Tht  Speaker't  ^ceth  to  the  Lords  Jtalices 
oa  presenting  the  Snlitidy  Bill,^e.']  Aug.  31. 
The  Lords  Juslices  came  to  llie  House  of  I^rds, 
and  the  Cnnunoni  attendiug,  the  Speaker,  on 
preseniiug  the  bill,  " For  the  better  support  of 
*’ Ills  majesty’s  l)Qusliold,&c.”  together  with  ano- 
ther HiKiiey  bill,  made  the  folltr-ving  speech 
“ My  birds  ;—TliekDiglics, citiaens,and  biir- 

fMses  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  assem- 
leri,  under  the  present  happiness  they  enjoy,  by 
his  innjesty's  peaceiibleandquiec  accession  totlie 
throne,  could  not  enter  upon  say  work  more 
sati-fuctury  and  pleasing  to  themselves,  thnn 
the  providing  a sudicient  revenue  for  the  occa- 
sinus  of  Ins  majesty’s  civil  gavemment,  in 
order  to  make  his  reign  as  easy  and  prosperous, 
as  the  begiiiniug  of  it  biith  been  secure  and  an- 
Asturbed. 

“ They  are  sensible,  that  the  peace  of  tbs 
kingdom  is  not  to  be  preserved,  nor  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  subjbots  to  be  protected, 
without  supporting  the  just  autboricy  nod  dig- 
nity of  the  crown  ; and  ifacrefore  they  bnve 
tknugbc  it  tbeir  interest,  as  well  ns  diicy,  in 
ntiike  such  a provision,  i<s  may  not  barely  sudice 
(o  the  nocussicy  of  (lie  government,  but  may 
be  suituble  tu  the  sttiie,  the  honour,  the  lustre 
which  tliv  crown  of  Gieot  Britain  ought  tu  be 
eueiidrd  with. 

“ Wliiiisoever  is  superfluous  in  that  provision, 
and  mors  than  ibe  otdioary  services  of  bis 
majesty  sJinll  require,  will  but  enable  bin  co 
asert  hfshigiuisi  .md  umst  valuable  prerogative 
of  doirvggonti : und  we  can  give  no  greater 
pniof  i,f  tiie  trust  we  repove  m his  majesty’s 
gcariiHis  di-pgsiciun,  chan  putting  the  some  ui- 


admired,  and  of  whose  aHeciions  and  onneeni 
for  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  this  king- 
dom, nrebad  bad  so  long  experience. 

**  As  the  crown  itself  descends  immediately, 
and  knows  no  vacaucy,  the  Commons  have 
taken  care  that  the  revenue  should  follow  it  a> 
close  as  possible  ; for  they  have  gjvea  all  the 
dispetch  tu  tills  grant,  which  the  forms  of  ibeic 
proceedings  would  dtow  : so  (bat  when  bis 
' majesty  shall  please  to  answer  (he  impatient 
desires  of  bis  people,  by  coming  to  take  pos- 
ssssinu  of  bis  kingdom^,  be  will  Bnd  himself 
, equally  established  in  tGese  rerennes,  as  if  be 
I bad  succeeded  In  all  by  an  uninterrupted  right 
' uf  inlieritance  ; the  only  diSerence  b this,  that 
, if  he  bad  inherited  them,  be  would  have 
wanted  one  single  proof  of  the  duty,  and  affec- 
I tiun,  and  unanimity  uf  iib  subjects. 

I “ Our  desire  is  that  this  may  be  looked  opon 
! as  an  earnest  and  a pledge  of  that  zeal'  and 
delity  wliicli  we  shall  always  retain,  and  which, 
upon  every  occasion,  we  shall  be  ready  to  da- 
monstrate  co  his  itiajescy's  person  and  govern- 
ment: as  such,  we  hope,  Lis  majesty  will  gra- 
ciously accept  it  at  this  time;  uud  bereailer, 
when  he  sbail  have  had  experience  of  the  first 
voluntary  ofliering  of  his  loyal  Commons,  w« 
hope  he  will  find  it  co  ids  sniisfactiun,  as  lame 
and  as  ample  as  be  could  wish  j might  but  the 
term  of  the  graut  be  as  long  as  we  could  wish  ; 
sin«  it  is  to  have  equal  continuance  with  fait 
niajesK's  life. 

“ hiy  Lorda;— The  bill  which  the  Cooistone 
have  passed  for  the  purposes  I have  mentioned, 
is  entitled,  * An  Act  for  the  betti  r support  of 
' bis  Majesty’s  housbuid,  Ac.’  They  have  also 
prepared  uautber  bill,  entitled,  ‘ pio  Act  for 
‘ rectifying  mistakes  in  ihe  names  of  the  coa^ 
‘ missioners  for  the  Land-Tax,  siiil  fur  raising 
‘ so  much  as  is  wauling,  to  make  up  (be  sum  of 
‘ Ij-UlOjOGOl.  intended  to  be  raised  by  a Lottery* 
‘ for  the  Public  Service  in  ibo  year  IT  14.’  This 
having  been  recommemied  (u  tlieir  care,  mid 
appearing  to  them  to  be  necessary  for  bis  ma- 
jesty’s aud  [be  pablic  service,  they  have  reason 
to  tliink,  they  have  abundantly  supplied  the  de- 
fects in  ilie  former  pruvisioii ; and  in  this  as- 


* “ The  parliament  hail,  before  the  queen's 
death  passed  on  act  for  a loti  ory  for  1,400,000/. 
but  public  credit  was  then  so  low  iliai  uot  above 
60  or  70,000/.  bad  bernsubscribed.  This  was 
occueioned  paiUy  by  die  dididence  of  liie  mo- 
, nied  men  in  the  bito  ndiuiuistriitioii,  and  purely 
by  llie  low  interest  allowed  tor  the  bUnll- tickets. 
Tlie  lords  of  the  regency  and  privy  council,  to 
restore  public  credit  and  fill  the  lottery,  went 
in  a body  to  lbs  bnnk,  and  suhsctlbed  laiga 
sums  dieinselves,  which  was  such  an  encou- 
ragemeiic  to  olimn  to  foUuw  their  example, 
that  above  700,000/.  was  subscribed  in  two 
days;  end  (he  psrliaaisnl,  pursuant  co  the 
king's  desire,  giving  funber  eucouTHgement  by 
mnking  a sniaU  adoilioa  to  llie  interest  for  the 
bluak  rickets,  one  per  cent,  only,  the  rs- 
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•uraiice,  they  humbly  pretest  tbit  bill  alto  for 
thcroyij  aneut.’' 

The  Lord  ChanieUor*e  Speech  to  hath  iSrutet.] 
The  Lords  Justices  tmviug  gave  the  royal  amm 
to  the  said  Bills,  the  Lord  (Jbaocellor  made  the 
following  Speech  CO  both  Houses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  We  cannot 
but  express  our  greatest  satisfaction,  and,  in 
his  majesty's  name,  return  you  tbanlit,  fortlie 
convincing  proofs  which  yeu  have  given  in  this 
t^iun  of  your  duty  and  affection  to  hism^esn, 
and  of  your  zeal  for  bis  government.— We 
must  particularly  thank  yon,  gentlemeo  of  the, 
House  of  Commons,  for  the  aids  which  you 
^ve  graoted  to  his  majesty,  for  the  better  sup- 
port of  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  for  pie- 
ventiug  any  (lisappointment  in  the  snpplies 
given  in  tlie  last  session  for  the  service  of  this 
year.  You  may  be  assured,  that  the  unanimity, 
the  cheerfulness,  and  the  dispatch  with  which 
you  have  preceded  in  granting  these  aids,  will 
reoder  them  yet  more  acceptable  to  bis  ma- 
jesty ; and  you  may  depend  upon  nur  making 
a faitbrul  representation  thereof  to  him. 

“ iMy  Loras  and  Gentlemen  ; All  necessary 
business  being  now  happily  concluded,  it  will 
be  proper  for  us  to  pot  a speedy  end  to  this 
session.  We  think  tic,  at  present,  in  bis  ma- 
jesty's name,  to  desire  you  forthwith  respectively 
to  adjourn  yourselves  nncii  Wednesday  next-” 

The  Lord  Chancellor'/  Speech  all  he  cloteqflke 
&stion.]Aug.  S5.  TlieLordsJuaticesweDttothe 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  made  the  following  speech : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  p— Having,  unce 
your  late  adjournment,  received  his  majesty’s 
must  gracious  answer,  under  his  sign  manual, 
to  your  several  addresses  ; and  by  his  majesty’s 
command,  ordered  tliem  to  be  delivered  to  you 
respectively ; we  do  now  in  his  majesty’s  name, 
prorogue  this  present  parliament  till  Thursday 
the  33d  day  of  September  next;  and  this  present 
parliament  isaccordiugly  prorogued  to  Thursday 
the  23d  day  ofSeptember  next." 

Thus  ended  the  second  and  last  Session  of 
the  Fourth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  last  of  queen  Anne's  reign. 

PaiKCIPJll.  OcCtrKRENCSS  SUKIHC  TBE  Rl- 
cESs.* — The  King  sett  out  for  England — 
The  flag’s  entry— Situation  of  affaire  at  King 
Georee’t  Acceteion—Commotiont  m Scotland— 
The  King's  Declaration  in  Couiwfl— TAe  Trea- 
sury and  Admiralty  put  in  Commission— Pro- 
motions—The  Coronation— The  affair  at  Dun- 
kirk—The  Pretender’s  Manifesto— Tlte  Parlia- 
ment dissolved  and  a new  one  celled — The  Earl 
^Sfro^ird'i  Popin  seieed—Mr.  Priorordered 
home— Progress  of  the  Rleeltons.]— The  king 
sec  out  from  Herenbausen  the  31st  of  August, 
and  in  four  days  came  to  Utrecht,  I'nim  whence 
be  went  to  the  Hague.  He  had  there  several 
conferences  with  (be  States,  wherein  the  as- 
surances, which  had  been  mutually  given  by 

■ ' •T'iiialii'"'  ' 


: letters  of  friendship  and  effectual  assistance, 
were  confirmed.  At  length,  on  the  16ch  of 
September,  the  king  and  prince  embarked  at 
Orange-Polder  on  heal'd  the  Peregrine  and  th« 
Mary  yacht,  which  having,  soon  after,  joined 
the  squadron  of  English  and  Dutch  men  of 
war,  that  waited  for  them,  under  the  command 
of  the  earl  of  Berkeley,  they  all  sailed  for  Eng- 
land, with  a lair  wind ; a.nd,  the  neat  day, 
about  nine  in  tlie  evening,  arrived  safe  at  the 
Hope,  where  the  admiral  thought  fit  to  drop 
anchor.  There  being  a thick  fc^  the  Saturday 
morning,  the  yacht  did  not  go  up  the  rivet 
till  the  afternoon.  The  king  and  prince  weal 
into  a barge  in  Long  Reach,  and  arrived  at 
Greenwich  about  six  o’clock  in  the  evening. 
The  doke  of  Northumberland,  captain  of  tb» 
life-guard,  and  the  lord  chancellor,  at  the  bead 
of  the  loids  of  the  regency,  received  him  as 
bis  landing,  and  complimented  him  on  bis  safe 
arrival.  The  king  chose  to  walk  to  hb  bouse 
in  the  park,  accompanied  by  most  of  the  no- 
bility, and  graataumbers  of  the  principal  gentry, 
through  an  infinite  crowd  of  persons  of  ^1  con- 
dirinns.  Before  he  left  his  yacht,  be  appointed 
the  earls  of  Dorset  ami  ^rkeley  to  be  lords 
of  hb  bed-chamber,  and  knighted  Mr.  William 
Sanderson,  captain  of  the  Per^rine.  AlWtbe 
king  had  undergone  the  fatigue  of  passing 
through  the  crowd,  nnd  of  giving  his  hand  to 
all,  who  approached  him,  he  retired  to  his  bed- 
chamber, and  sent  for  several  of  the  nubility, 
sucli  as  had  most  ilistinguisbed  themselves  by 
their  zeal  for  his  succession.  It  wAsobserved 
that  the  duke  of  Oimond,  the  lord  chancellor, 
and  the  lord  Trevor  were  not  of  that  number. 
The  earl  of  Oxford  was  not  at  Greenwich  that 
evening,  but  was  one  of  the  earliest  there  the 
next  morning ; but  had  the  mbfortune  to  be 
undistinguished  among  the  croud,  and  with 
great  difficulty,  had  at  last  the  bare  honour 
of  kissing  bis  majesty’s  band,  without  ex- 
changing a word  with  him.  Nor  did  the  carl 
escape  such  reflections  from  the  spectators, 
as  bs  conduct  had  justly  deserved.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  appeared 
there,  justly  favoured  by  the  king,  and  louked 
upon  (though  not  yet  deciered)  as  captain-ge- 
iieral.  The  dukes  of  Shrewsbury,  Somenet,IbI- 
ton,  Aigyle,  Montrose,  Rutland,  and  Momague ; 
the  marqub  of  Dorchester ; the  carls  of  Dorset, 
Bridgewater,  Sunderland,  Carlisle,  Berkeley, 
Nottingham,  Portland,  OrforJ,  Wharton,  and 
Chulmondcley  ; the  lord  viscount  Tuwnshcndj 
the  lords  Ossubtone,  Summers,  and  Halifax  ; 
the  bishop  of  Salisbury ; general  Stanhope,  Mr. 
Lechmere,  and  many  others,  received  par- 
ticular marks  of  favour ; and  the  duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  was  declared  groom  of  the  stole  to  hb 
royal  highness ; colonel  Witliam  Carr  and  co- 
lonel Tyrrel,  grooms  of  the  bed-chamber ; the 
earl  of  liertford,  the  lordFincb,  the  lord  Lume- 
ly,  and  colonel  Oughton,  gentlemen  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  prince. 

On  the  90tb  of  September,  the  king  and 
pr%etff-,^pi?s,,Mftr)eih^pjr great 
pomp  and  Doagiuticedce.  ’fbera  were  in  tbe 
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king's  cotch  the  prince  and  the  duke  of  Nor- 
tliuiuberland,  captain  of  the  life-guard  in  wait- 
ing. Above  two  hundred  coaciiee  of  the  oo- 
biliiy  nod  gentry,  all  with  six  horites,  preceded 
the  king’s.  When  he  came  to  St.  Margaret's 
biUin  Soutlivrark.he  wasmethy  the  lord-mayor, 
aldermen,  recorder,  eberifis,  and  officers  of  the 
city  of  London ; in  whose  name  sir  Peter 
King,  recorder,  made  a congratulatory  speech. 
The  lord-mayor  delivered  the  sword  to  the  king, 
who  recarned  it  to  him,  and  be  bore  it  in  the 
procession  bare-headed.  Tlie  royal  pomp  con- 
tinued till  his  arrival  at  bis palaceofSc.  James’s 
and  was  fuvonred  by  as  fair  a day  as  was  ever 
known  in  (bat  season  of  the  year. 

The  court  was  extremely  numerous  the  next 
day,  wheu  besides  the  British  nubLlity  and  gen- 
try, several  foreign  ministers  made  tlieir  op- 

fiearince ; particularly  those  of  France,  Po- 
and,  Prussia,  and  Sicily,  took  chat  occasion  tu 
congratulate  bis  majesty’s  happy  accession  tu 
tlie  throne,  and  safe  arrival  in  England. 

Before  we  procKd  to  the  events  of  this  reign 
it  will  be  proper  to  give  a general  idea  of  the 
state  of  aSairs  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
The  animosity  between  die  several  parties, 
which  even  at  this  day  divide  England,  was,  at 
king  George’s  accessiun,  higher  than  ever.  -The 
Wbigi,  who  had  been  in  disgrace  the  four  last 
years  of  the  queen's  reign,  were  full  of  re- 
sentincut  at  (be  usage  they  bad  received  from 
tlie  Tories,  and  hoped  to  have  full  satisfaction 
under  the  new  reign,  which  (hey  looked  upon 
as  the  end  of  their  hamiliation.  The  Tories, 
on  their  part,  were  extremely  apprehensive  of 
adownhul,and  this  apprehension  had  engaged 
several  of  their  leaders  in  practices  not  only 
dangerous,  but  directly  contrary  to  the  tnea- 
lures,  the  nation  had  taken  witli  the  two  last 
sovereigns  and  the  bouse  of  Hanover.  To  the 
views  of  these  men  were  ascribed  the  late 
peace  with  France,  and  the  violence  offered  by 
the  queen  to  her  allies,  to  compel  them  to  a 
recouciliation  with  that  crown,  and  to  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  fruits  of  their  victories. 

Moreover,  the  principles  nf  the  revolution  | 
bad  been  far  from  oeing  universally  embraced. 
Not  only  ibe  papists  espoused  the  abdicated 
family,  but  also  great  numbers  of  churcbmen; 
and  it  was  much  to  be  feared,  that  they  would  > 
Join  with  the  catholics,  to  dethrone  a prince, 
wbum  tliey  looked  upon  as  a foreigner.  The 
famous  distinction  of  a king  dt  jure,  and  a 
king  de  fucti>,  was  not  yet  forgot,  nor  (be  doo 
trine  of  passive  obedience  ; and  several  re- 
fused to  take  the  oatbs  of  allegiance  and  abju- 

Scutland  was  generally  dissatisfied  with  foe 
umun.  They  were  apt  to  consider  tliemselvea 
as  degraded  to  a province  of  Englnod.  They 
bad  always  been  pleased  with  the  title  of  an 
indi'pendant  kingdoin,^  heartily  laiiieiited  the 
loss  of  it,  and  at  heartily  wished  to' recover  it. 
That  the  Scots  should,  at  king  George's  ac- 
cessiun, he  in  these  sentiments,  is  no  great 
wonder,  since  ilrequiret  ages  to  root  nut  of  the  | 
minds  of  a'liwfoir' 


however  ill  grounded.  Accordingly,  the  Scots 
began  to  shew  their  discontent  suuu  after  the 
queen’s  death,  of  which  there  is  the  foUowlng 
account : tlie  regency  having  issued  a procla- 
mation for  a reward  of  100,000/.  for  seizing 
the  Pretender,  they  were  informed  that  the  Pre- 
tender’s friends  in  Scotland  designed  an  iu- 
luirectiun ; and  that  some  of  (hem  bad  been 
seen  to  goinarms  towards  the  Highlands;  upon 
which  they  ordered  a good  number  of  half-pay 
officers,  especially  of  those  belougmg  to  the 
Scots  regiments,  to  go  thiiherimmediately,  that, 
in  case  of  oecesssicy,  they  mi^t  raise  the 
militia  of  the  country  under  the  orders  of 
major-general  Wheihuiii,  who  commar.ded  in 
chief  there.  Though  this  precaution  was  ne- 
cessary, yet  the  Scots  Jacobites  were  so  con- 
founded, that  they  could  do  noibiog  considera- 
ble; so  that  the  chief  of  them  only  held  some 
consultations,  and  retired  to  their  lurking 
places.  Some  of  the  Highlanders  appeared  in 
dbody  near  fort  Wdliain at  Inverlocby,  in  the 
western  Highlands.  But,  thegoveroor  sending  , 
out  a detachment  gainst  (hem,  they  marched 
off;  so  that  they  could  do  nothing  at  that  tima 
in  Scotland,  but  only  steal  some  cattle,  and 
took  an  opportunity  by  night  to  proclaim  the 
Pretender.  The  governmedt  ordered  them  to 
be  prosecuted ; and  by  way  of  prevention,  tlie 
duke  of  Gordon  was  confined  by  the  regency 
to  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  on  bis  parole;  bis 
son,  the  marquis  of  llundey,  to  bis  bouse  in 
the  north ; and  his  son-in-law,  the  lord  Drum- 
mond, to  his  castle  of  that  name.  The  duke 
of  Athol,  lord  privy-seal,  who  had  caused  the 
king  to  be  proclaimed  at  Perth,  was  ordered 
tu  continue  at  his  castle  of  Blair  in  the  High- 
lands, to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  neighbour- 
hood: and  the  regency  being  informed,  that 
the  Highlanders  bad  appointed  buntings  when 
it  is  usual  for  the  clans  to  attend  their  cbiels, 
they  forbad  those  buntings,  and  ordered  sir 
Donald  Macdonald  of  Slah,  one  of  those 
chiefs  suspected  to  be  in  tbe  Pretender’s  inte- 
rest, to  be  made  prisoner,  and  sent  to  tbe 
castle  of  Ediuburgh.  The  lord  Drummond 
was  also  ordered  to  be  seized,  but  escaped  to 
: tbe  Highlands,  from  whence  he  wrote  (otoelords 

C'ces,  and  offered  hail  for  his  good  behaviour. 

earl  of  Broadalbin,  who  had  sufficiently 
declared  himself  for  die  Pretender,  though  he 
bad  abjured  him  wben  he  sat  as  one  of  tte 
sixteen  Scots  peers,  thought  fit  to  retire  to  an 
inaccessible  castle  in  a lake,  upon  which  a de- 
I tachment  of  foot  was  ordered  to  guard  the 
I avenues;  and  captain  Camphel  ofGIendoroul, 

' who  had  a commisMon  by  ihe  earl  of  Oxford’s 
' means,  to  raise  an  independent  company  in 
tbe  Highlands,  was  taken  at  Iiiverlochy,  and' 

' from  thence  sent  prisoner  to  Edinburgb.  The 
late  lord-treasurer  Lad,  a litde  before,  set  up  a 
new  chamberlain's  court  in  Scodend,  tbe  old 
one  liaving  been  long  discontinued,  because 
arbitrary  priuces  bud  made  it  a grievance  to 
tbe  subject.  The  design  of  reviving  it  now  was 
ouly  for  a C01  er  to  bKtow  money  npen  such, 
iibdrt-ttadMU'ier ' 'A«corJingly, 
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tbe«nl  of  Mar,  who  mannged  (he  afiain  nf  m;  foreiga  pnwer.  HoUand  wciajd  not  fhit  to 
Scotlaod,  recommeadfci  hu  own  broker  in  I fulfil  all  eagagemeots:  ibe  king  Linifelf  was 
law,  sir  Hugh  Pacenon  of  Banockburn,  and  ponerTul : m had  on  foot  a number  of 
the  lord  Haddo.  eldest  son  of  the  earl  uf  Abet- ; troops,  whLcIi,  without  obstacle,  could  have 
deen,  to  betwooftbecommisaioners,  to  whom  ' b _ 


— — , - - - - dominions. 

the  qaeen  had  granted  a bill  of  1,000/.  each,  I after  all  Lewis  14  naa  still  alire ; It  could  not 
payable  by  ,Mr.  Douglas,  receiver-general  of  I bednabted,  but  tli.tt  it  was  against  his  will  that 


the  land-tax.  The  lord  viscount  Kilsyth, 
of  the  sixteen  Scots  peers,  and  the  lord  Lyon, . 
king  at  arms,  two  other  relations  to  the  ear!  of 
Mar,  hati  also  grants  for  the  like  .sum.  Soon 
after  tbe'gueeu's  death  sir  Uugh  Paterson  de-  , 
naiided  paymeat  of  his  bill ; but  the  earl  of  I 
Hay,  lord-juscice-general  of  Gotland,  interpos- 
ed, ondacquainced  the  regents  bow  mireason- 
able  a thing  this  was ; and  particularly  that 
neii  suspected  of  disaflection  to  bis  maiesiy's 
goteriiniaDt,  should  have  tlie  public  money  dis- 
tributed Binung  them.  Upon  this  the  lot^  re- 
gents ordered  the  duke  of  Aiiiol,  lord  privy- 
seal,  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  ell  grouts, 
that  were  not  passed  before  the  queen's  death ; 
rvbidi  disappointed  those  gentlemeo  uf  .their 
money,  and  saved  4000/.  to  thegovernmenc. 

When  the  king  was  prcictaiined  at  Glasgow, 
forty  or  fifty  unknown  persons,  while  the 
gistntes  were  busy  in  attending  the  prncli 
tion,  took  au  Ojjportumty  to  pull  down  (lie 
episcopal  nieeting-huuse  there,  where  one  Mr. 
Cockbum  bad  set  up  the  English  liturgy,  by 
countenance  of  thplnie  government,  more  ti> 
disgust  the  citizcas,  tlmo  in  hopes  of  gniniog 
proselytes.  As  soon  us  the  magistrates  heard 
of  it,  iliey  sent  to  apprehend  the  actors,  and  to 
pevetii  the  pulling  down  the  house;  but  drey 
had  done  (heir  work,  and  made  their  escape, 
before  the  magistrates  came  thither;  so  that 
none  of  them  were  discovered  or  taken:  The 
Jacobite  party  took  occasion  from  hence  to  re- 
llect  upon  the  presbyterians,  as  if  they  bad 
persecuted  those  of  tlie  cburcdi  of  Eoginiul, 
and  insert  an  account  of  it  in  the  Post-Boy, 
with  all  the  aggravating  crreumstances,  'that 
their  malice  aud  invention  could  suggest. 
Complaint  was  likewise  made  of  it  to  the  re- 

Q',  who  ordered  tbelord  advocate  of  Scoi- 
to  inquire  mtn  it.  There  was'lbund  good 
reason  to  suspect,  that  the  thing  was  done  on 
purposc'hy  tW  disaffected  party,  to  raise  a 
clamour;  because  Mr.  Cockbum  the  day  be- 
fore had  retired  with  his  family  and  effects  to 
Edinburgh,  though  the  mtq>istnttes  of  Ghts- 

¥«v  had  given  him  assurance  of  protection. 

his  account  being  taken  upon  oath  by  the 
tnagistrates,  and  sent  up  tatheregeuev,  put  an 
ena  to  chat  natter.  Thns  stood  the  affairs  in 
^tlnnd,  at  the  time  of  king  George’s  ac- 
cessiun. 

As  Ibr  Ireland,  the  chief  thing  to  he  dreaded 
there  was  (he  great  number  of  papists,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the 
English.  A little  more  condnctiii  king  James 
-3,  and  a little  more  otsiscance  from  France, 
would  have  endangered  that  kiogdnro.  And, 
otthe  timeofthequeen'sdeath  popery  was  in 
ninclithe  sjM^  pitu^t^qn.  , ,, 

Indeed  there  seeim'tb  ^0  daitger  froth 


he  had  acknowledged  the  proteotant  succpssiuii, 
and ‘promised  not  M disturb  it.  He  ivas  oe* 
suredly  in  the  samesenchiients  still,  and  per- 
haps timuglit  himself  more  obliged  to  keep  bis 
woni  with  king  James,  un  bis  death  bed,  uever 
to  foisako  his  son,  than  the  engagements,  the 
necessity  of  a peace  bad  forced  him  into.  It 
may  be,  what  lie  would  nut  do  directly,  be 
might  do  indirectly  ; wiili  money,  may  not 
troops,  arms  and  ships  soon  he  had  ? It  will  be 
seen  intliecoiirse  ofthis  history,  thnt,  without 
any  aid,  the  English  and  bents  raised  such  an 
iosurrection,  as  caused  greet  disiurhaiioes ; unrl 
what  would  they  hove  done,  had  they  been  as- 
sisied  ; in  vdin  would  the  king  have  depended 
oithis  own  troops ; they  could  not  be  brought 
over  without  the  consent  ,of  tlie  parliament, 
and  tile  English  are  loo  jealous  of  their  liberty, 
to  inder  uiiy  foreign  forcie,  oml  it  is  with  some 
sore  of  regret,  that  they  bear  even  those  of  the 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  Briiivh  do- 
minions and  of  Europe,  when  king  George 
came  to  the  thnioe.;  and  ilierefore  it  is  no 
wonder,  chat,  upon  his  arrival  in  England,  bis 
first  proceedings  expressed  a dislike  of  the 
Tories  and  the  late  ministry,  and  shewed  his  at- 
tachment CO  the  Whigs.  The  persons  he  Iiad 
nmnedfWr  the  regency,  were  a plain  proof  what 
the  friends  uf  theiate  ministry  were  to  Vxpact. 
He  had,  eveu  before  bis  umval,  removed  tlie 
lord  Boliiigbroke  and  oppointed  the  lord 
Tmvushenffsecieteryof  state  in  his  room.  The 
day  after  his  lauding  at  Greenwich,  lie  sent  the 
new  secieiery  to  acquaint  the  duke  of  Urmond, 
that  he  Imd  na  longer  occasion  for  his  service 
ascBptaiii-geueraljbut  would  be  glad  to  see  him 
ac  court. 

Tiiese  changes'  were  followed  by  many 
Olliers:  the  duke  of  Marlborougb  was  made 
captaiu-general  of  the  land-forces,  colonel  of 
the  first  rr-gimcDt  of  foot-guards,  and  master  of 
the  ordnauce.  'Ihe  lord  Cowper  was  made 
lord-chancelloV,  the  earl  of  Wharton  privy- 
seal,  niitl  the  earl  of  Bunderl.nitl  lonl-lieute- 
eiani  of  Ireland.  The  duke  of  Uevansbirc  was 
appointed  steward  of  thehonsbnld  in  the  room 
of  earl  i’aulet,  and  Mr.  James  Stanhope  se- 
cretary of  state  in  the  room  of 'Mr.  Bromley, 
and  the  duke  of  Montrose  io  the  room  of  the 

lof  Mar.  Tbedukeuf  Sotnerseewas made 

ster  of  the  horse,  the  dake  of  8t.  Albans 
captain  of  the  band  of  pensioners,  iintl  tlie 
duke  of  Argyic  coromaiider  i'l  chief  of  the 
forces  ill  ScoUand.  Mr.  Witliuni  Pultney  was 
madesecretary  of  war,  and  Mr.  Knbect  Wal- 
pnlv  rcrvivrr  and  pay-tnaster-eenerel  of  all 
the  gnnrda  and  garrnsoas,  and  all  other  forces 
afQreac-.^ri',1in,  mid  paympster  to.Cliela.  ii  lios-  I 
m i^iouinofm  anti  Mr.  Moore.  | 
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Tbe  pri*7  council  whs  dijsolreil,  and  m new 
one  declared,  of  which  the  earl  of  Notcingharo 
WHS  president.  Out  nf  the  privy  couotetlirrs  • 
cabinet  council  was  formed,  consisting  chiefly 
of  the  liird-chancellor,  tbe  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, the  earls  of  Nottingham,  Sunderlaiitl, 
the  lords  Hallifaz,  Townsend,  ^mmars,  and 
generalStanbope.  All  these  bad  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  professed  oppOHtion  to  Che 
Inte  mensures,and  the  peace. 

Tile  governors  of  places  were  also  most  of 
them  changed.  General  Erie  was  made  go- 
vemor  of  Portsmouth.  There  were  as  many 
alterauoas  in  Ireland  ns  in  Englaud.  Before 
die  king’s  arrival,  die  behaviour  of  sir  Con- 
stantine Phipps  bod  been  such,  that  the  re- 
gency had  removed  him,  os  well  os  the  archbi- 
shop of  Armagh,  from  being  lords-Justices  of 
tbac  kingdom,  and  in  their  room  appointed  tbe 
archbishop  of  Dublin  and  the  earl  of  Kildare, 
for  which  they  had  the  king’s  letter  of  appro- 
bation aod  thanks.  Alan  Broderick  was  made 
lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  William  Whit- 
shed  chief  justice.  Tbe  privy-cuuncil  was  also 
dissolved,  and  another  uamed,  of  which  tbe 
duke  of  Ormond  was  one. 

All  these  changes  were  made  before  the  co- 
ronation, which  was  fixed  to  the  SOth  of  Oc- 
tober. The  king  is  by  some  blamed,  for  not 
having  joined  to  the  great  number  of  Whigs  a 
few  more  of  the  Tories,  which  tliey  suppose 
would  have  prevented  tbe  general  discontent  of 
that  party.  But  it  was  very  difficult  for  the 
king  not  to  da  as  he  did.  The  inclination  which 
Che  Pretender  had  indiscreetly  asserted,  the 
queen  bad  for  him  in  the  latter  yetus  of  her  life, 
could  be  ascribed  only  to  chose  who  had  the 
management  of  affairs.  Tbe  ministry,  reso- 
lutely bent  to  end  tho  war,  notwithstanding 
the  complaints  of  all  the  allies  (who  placed 
their  safety  in  the  humbling  of  FVance)  and 
parricolarly,  notwiebstnoding  the  repeated  op- 
position of  tbe  duke  of  Hanover,  they  contd 
not  but  be  sensible,  that,  ifheone  day  became 
their  master  he  would  not  fail  to  sacrifice 
them  to  his  own,  and  the  resentment  of  the 
allies,  whose  projects  they  had  disappointed, 
and  whose  hopes  they  bad  confounded.  It  was 
therefore  natural  to  think,  they  had  taken  men- 
BUres  Co  preventany  danger  from  him.  A thou- 
sand circumtiances  supported  these  conjec- 
tures : Tbe  dowry  paid  to  king  James’s  queen  ; 
tbe  small  reward  offered  for  taking  the  Pre- 
tender; the  comiiringat  the  listing  of  men  in 
his  service:  Che  suffering  the  revolution  to  he 
publicly  calked  and  preached  against,  and  doc- 
trines CO  be  vented,  destructive  of  Che  princi- 
ples on  which  it  was  built:  the  little  care  to 
liave  nn  eye  to  .Scotland,  to  redress  tbe  griev- 
ances complained  of  by  that  nation,  and  which 
were  capable  of  driving  them  to  extremities  : 

. England  unprovided  of  troops  as  well  us  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  whilst  under  foivoloui  pre- 
tences eevernl  regiments  were  kept  in  Handers; 
all  this  amonnced  to  a sort  of  demonstration, 
that  the  queen's  death  alone  bad  prevented  the 
defeating  of  ikhe'P^iiteKSLhFeiliihi^k  k^dlYieT 
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destroying  all  that  bad  been  done  for  above 
twenty  years  to  secure  and  justify  the  ekclu- 
sion  of  king  James  and  bis  pretended  heir.  Now 
can  there  be  Co  a prince  attacked  in  so  im- 
portant a point,  any  roomfor  pardon  or  disaimu- 
latioD  I 

Besides  there  was  a kind  of  necessity  to  es- 
pouse one  of  the  two  parties,  who  had  by  turns 
prevailed  under  king  William  and  queen  Anne. 
By  that  means  he  would  be  freed  from  the 
contiuuai  trouble  of  managing  and  keeping  the 
balance  even  between  them,  and  perhaps  from 
the  danger  of  having  both  tUiii  against  him. 
The  Whigs  were  really  enemies  of  France  nud 
the  Pretender,  and  could  not  be  otherwise ; 

, they  had  constantly  declared  forthel’rotestant 
' succession,  and  though  in  some  of  their  pro- 
ceedings the  spirit  of  party  no  less  appeared 
chan  a true  zeal,  yet  they  might  be  depended 
opon.  To  the  Whigs  the  court  ofllMiover  was 
indebted,  for  obliging  the  French  king  and  the 
duke  of  Lorrain  not  to  suffer  the  Pretender  in 
their  dominions,  and  for  the  advices  of  what 
was  contriving  against  tbe  interests  of  the  Pro- 
testant snccessor.  This  being  the  case,  there 
was  no  room  to  deliberate  which  party  to  chusc. 
King  William,  accustomed  from  bis  youth  to 
dissimulation,  might  have  deliberated,  or  seem- 
ed Co  have  done  so;  but  the  elector  of  Han- 
over, absolute  master  in  his  German  dominions, 
and  consequently  unused  to  faction  and  party, 
was  hardly  capable  of  that  dissimulation,  so 
requisite  in  a government  like  that  of  England. 

Notwithstanding  ail  the  ctianges  and  tbe  dis- 
grace of  so  many  persons,  no  ill  effects  fol- 
lowed. Addresses  from  the  univeislties,  the 
counties,  cities,  boroughs  and  corporations, 
expressed  tbe  public  joy  and  satisfaction  at  the 
king's  accession,  though  in  a very  different  stile; 
fur  some  insinuated  that  theprocestaot  succes- 
sion had  not  been  in  danger,  whilst  others 
spoke  of  the  luieministry  in  very  severe  terms, 
and  mentioned  the  utmost  dread  of  their  meai- 

The  first  time  the  king  was  present  at  the 

E -council,  after  he  hsd  token  the  oath  re- 
j to  the  security  of  the  chnrch  of  Scot- 
land, he  made  die  following  declaration : 

‘'Having in  my  Answers  to  addressesof  both 
houses  of  parliament,  fully  expressed  myreso- 
lution  to  defend  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of 
all  my  subjects,  there  remains  very  little  foV  me 
to  say  upon  this  occasion.— Yet  having  been 
willing  CO  omit  no  opportuui^  of  giving!  t 
possible  assurances  to  a people,  who  have  al 
ready  deserved  so  well  of  me ; I take  this  oc 
casion  also  to  express  to  you  my  firm  purpo^ 
to  do  all  that  is  in  my  povrer  for  the  supporting 

I and  maintaining  the  churches  of  England  and 
Scotland,  as  th»  are  severally  by  law  esta- 
blished; which!  am  of  opinion  may  be  el^ 
fectually  done,  without  the  least  impairing  the 
toleration  allowed  by  law  to  protestnut  dissen- 
ters, so  agreeable  to  Christian  charity,  and  M 
necessary  to  (lie  trade  and  riches  of  this  king- 
dom. The  gnod  effects  of  making  property  se- 
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reat  a degree,  as  in  this  happy  hingdom;  and 

assure  you,  ihut  there  is  not  any  among  you 
shall  more  earnestly  efldeavour  the  preservation 
of  itthiininyselt.” 

At  the  same  time  the  prince  royal  was  de- 
clared prince  of  Wales,  and  took  bis  seat  at 
the  uptrend  of  the  board,  at  the  king’s  right 
band.  Soon  after  the  ireasurv  was  put  in 
cotDcnission,  and  also  the  admiralty.  The  com* 
missioners  of  the  treasury  were  the  lord  Hal- 
lifes,sir  Richard  Onslow  chancellor  of  the  et* 
chequer,  sir  William  St.  Quintin,  Edward 
Wortley  MonWgue,  and  Paul  Methuen.  Those 
of  the  admiralty  were  the  earl  of  Orford,  sir 
George  Byng,  George  Dodiiig^on,  sir  John 
Jemiiiigs  sir  Charles  Turner,  Abraham  Staii- 
yau,  and  George  Bailie.  John  Aiijabienas 
made  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  the  earl  of 
Cholmondeley  was  appoint^  treasurer,  Hugh 
Boscawen  comptroller,  and  Edmund  Dunch 
master  of  the  king’s  houshold.  Dr.  Samuel 
Garth  was  knighted,  who  had  lately  pubiishede 
Latin  dedication,  wbicli  he  intended  to  prefix 
to  an  edition  of  Lucretius  three  years  before  : 
but  it  was  not  then  thouglit  seasonable. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  N.  S.  the  two  eldest 
princesses  of  Great  Britain,  Anne  and  Amelia, 
set  out  from  Hanover,  to  go  by  easy  joumics, 
to  the  Hague ; (he  youngest  princess  Caroline 
being  led  at  Hanover, 'on  account  of  a late  in* 
disposition.  Tliree  days  after,  the  princess  of 
Wales  set  out  for  Holland,  attended  by  the 
countess  of  Pirkleburgh  ; and,  on  the  17th, 
arrived  at  the  Hi^ue,  with  the  two  eldest  prin- 
cesses her  danghters.  The  next  morning  she 
leceived  the  compliments  of  the  states  general, 
by  deputies  nominated  for  that  purpose  ; and, 
the  weather  being  fair,  she  appeared  in  the  af- 
ternoon in  the  Voorhout,  attended  by  a Very 
numeroas train  of  coaches;  aud,  in  tiie even- 
ing, kept  a drawing  room,  at  which  nil  (he  la- 
dies and  persons  uf  distinction  of  that  place 
were  present.  The  iiextday  she  received  visits 
from  the  French  ambassador,  and  other  foreign 
tninisters.  The  earl  of  Berkeley  and  Sir  John 
Walter  of  the  green  cloth  were  come  thither 
five  days  before,  having  left  tlie  squadron  of 
men  of  war  at  Uelvoet*sluy»,  with  orders  for 
the  ynebts  to  come  up  to  lioitecdnm.  The 
princess  being  informed  by  the  earl,  that  the 
wind  was  easterly,  on  ilie  20t)i  of  October, 
N S.  sbe  went  on  board  a yacht  of  the  states 
of  Holland,  accompanied  by  ihe  earl  id'  Albtr- 
marle,  and  the  rest  of  the  deputies  uf  that  pro- 
vince ; by  the  count  of  Hanau,  and  the  countess, 
her  sister,  prinee  William  of  lles^c,  and  the 
piioce  of  AnhauIt.Tlie  earl  of  StrelFotd  accom- 
panied her  also  part  of  her  nay  to  Ilntterdnm, 
where  being  aipved,  she  embarked  on  board 
the  Maiy  yaebt,  and  wifh  the  two  princesses 
aud  their  retinue,  landed  at  Margate,  Ocinber 
11, 0.  S.  and  the  next  evening  arrived  at  Ro- 
ehester.  The  prince  of  Wales,  having  early 
that  day  received  the  news  of  her  arrival,  set 
out  about  seven  o'clock-  in  themoniing,  accom- 
panied by  the.dpkcsof  Somerset^and  Argylcj 
aad  the  ^r«if  Brid^atlr,loni*chiuiibmlain 


to  their  royal  highnesses.  The  prince  met  the 
princess  beyond  Rochester,  where  she  was  at* 
tended  by  the  countesses  of  Dorset  and  Uerke* 
ley,  who  bad  been  named  two  of  the  ladies 
of  the  bed-ebamber.  Their  royal  highnesses  pass- 
ed through  the  city  of  London  iu  a chariot  with 
six  horses,  followed  by  another,  in  which  were 
the  two  young  princesses,  and  came  to  St. 
James's  on  the  13th  of  October. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  ooronation  drawing 
near,  tlie  king,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  ad- 
vanced someof  the  peers  to  higher  titles,  and 
created  some  new  ones.  Five  days  aAer,  the 
coronation  was  performed  at  Westminster  with 
great  magiiilicence.  I'here  never  was  so  great 
nil  appearance  nf  lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
as  on  this  occasion,  no  less  than  17  arclibisliopt 
and  bishops,  though  two  sees  ivereihen  vacant ; 
all  the  dukes  in  or  about  London,  except  - the 
duke  of  Buckingham ; seventy  earls  and  vis- 
counts, and  amongst  them  the  earl  of  Oxford 
and  viscount  Bolingbrnke;  and  as  many  ba- 
rons. Tile  demonstrations  of  joy  throughout 
the  kingdom  on  the  coronation-day  seemed  to 
be  general,  and  were  in  proportion  ns  splendid 
as  at  London,  some  few  places  excepted,  where 
tlie  rabble  shewed  their  hatred  to  the  protestanc 
' succession,  by  riots  and  outrages.  The  univer- 
sity of  Oxford  (who,  the  day  bpfore,  had  pre- 
sented to  the  king  by  Dr.  Gardiner,  their  vice- 
chancellor,  a book  of  verses  on  the  death  of 
queen  Anne,  and  the  accession  of  his  majesty  to 
the  throne)  on  the  coronation-day,  conferred 
unanimously,  in  a full  ronvocalipo,  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  civil  kw  on  sir  Constkntiiis 
Phipps,  witball  imaginable  marks ofhoaour  and 

The  first  affair  tbe  king  turned  his  thoughts  to 
was  tbe  execution  of  an  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  the  demolitiuo  of  Dunkirk ; from 
whence  the  trade  nf  England  and  Holland  had 
been  greatly  Incommoded  during  the  late  wars. 
Instead  of  executing  this  article,  the  French 
king  lind  entirely  evaded  it ; luid  therefore  Sir. 
Prior,  who  was  still  rcsideut  at  Paris,  was  or- 
dered to  present  a Memorial  to  him,  preesiug 
the  performance  of  the  9ih  article  ol  tlie  treaty 
of  Utrecht.  The  French  king,  who  had  used 
the  disiinctinn  nf  tbe  lefer  and  spirit  of  trea- 
ties yo  justify  his  noiiC'impliatice  with  the  treaty 
of  partition,  adhered  to  the  letter  of  ihi«,  and 
pretended  he  had  lulfilled  it  in  the  utmu-t  ex- 
tent. His  answer  was  not  -atisf'actory  ; Prior 
was  recalled,  and  the  earl  of  Stair  sent  in  his 
room,  wiro  prosecnied  the  affair  with  great  vi- 
gour. The  court  of  France  would  not  yield, 
and  declared  in  express  terms,  Mardyke  was 
not  Dunkirk,  and  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
did  nut  deprive  the  king  of  the  nutnral  tight  of 
a soipreiitn,  la  make  what  works  he  should 
judge  proper  for  the  presers'ution  ol  his  subjects. 
The  truth  is,  the  plenipoteuiiaiies  of  Great 
Britain  had  bceu  too  negliLeot  in  ilie  affair. 
In  stipulaiing-the  demolition  ofDunkirk.it  was 
doubtless  their  intention  that  annihennid  better 
harbour  should  not  be  made  on  that  const:  but 
'ihlib  sbuiil'd  liaVr  bei-'d''s(i'Vxpl’estcd  ; otlier- 
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wise  >□  9udsnrticlHiilla<lvantagei  wiUb<  (aken 
b;  those  on  wiimn  the;  are  imposed. 

The  same  fault  had  been  committed  in  the 
treat;  of  commerce  with  Spain.  The  advan- 
tages obtained  in  the  body  of  the  treaty  were 
all  explained  away  by  the  separate  articles, 
and  toe  result  >vna,  that  the  Biitish  goods  and 
merchandkes  paid  seven  percent,  more  than  bad 
been  paid  before.  King  Geotge  applied  him- 
self alto  to  redress  this  grievance.  Spain,  in 
imitation  of  France,  adliefed  to  the  letter  of 
tlie  treaty,  and  would  not  agree  that  the  terms 
should  be  explained  according  to  the  intentions 
of  the  queen's  plenipniemiaries  ; and  it  was 
not  till  after  mach  lime  and  pains  that  this,  and 
several  other  diSicnltiev  relating  to  the  Assiento 
concr.ict,  were  adjusted.  So  true  is  ii,  that  a 
good  negotiator  is  as  rare  and  as  useful  as  a 
great  ueiiccal. 

Tlie  Burner  Treaty,  which  was  negociatine  at 
Antwerp  between  the  emperor  and  the  States 
General,  and  which  was  of  great  consequence 
to  the  trade  of  England,  drew  also  the  atten- 
tion of  the  new  king.  General  Cadognn,  io- 
timare  friend  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  was 
sent  ns  plenipotentiary. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  behaviour  of  the  Ja- 
cobite and  liigh  oliurch  party  occo.-ioned  the 
publishing  a proclamation  for  soppresdne  of 
riots  and  tumults.  Seditious  libels  were  with 
great  induitrv  dispersed,  jealousies  infused  into 
weak  minds,  and  the  groundless  clamour  of  the 
danger  of  the  church  revived.  In  November 
the  dukes  of  MnrLborough,  Shrewsbury,  and 
Argyle,  the  earls  nf  Nottingbum  anil  Sunder- 
laod,  the  lord  Townshend,  the  marquis  de 
Monteleone  the  Spanish  ambassador,  the  count 
dcNostiz,  and  several  ether  persons  nf  dis-' 
linction,  received,  by  llie  mail  from  France, 
copies  of  a paper,  printed  in  English,  French 
and  Latin,  signed  at  tlie  lop  James  R.  and  dated 
at  Ploinbieres  the  29ili  of  August,  1714,  N.  S. 
being  a kind  of  manil'esto  or  declaration  of  the 
Pretender,  asertiog  bis  claim  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  fie  says,  ‘ The  revolution 
' ruiiiedihe  English  monarchy,  laid  tho  fouu- 
'dationof  a republican  gnrernment,  and  de- 
' volved  the  sovereign  power  on  the  people.' 
He  observes,  * That  when  be  Hiund  liie  treaty 
‘ .of  peace  was  upon  the  point  of  being  con- 
‘ eluded  witliout  nny  regartf  to  him,  he  publish- 

* ed,  in  April  171S,  bis  protestation  against  it.’ 
He  then  gives  the  reason  of  bis  sitting  still  fir 
some  lime  past,  in  these  remarkable  words : 
‘Yet,  conu'ary  to  our  expectations,  upon  the 
' death  of  the  princess  our  sister  (of  whose  good 

* iotemiuns  towards  us,  we  could  not  for  some 
‘ time  past  well  doubt ; and  this  was  the  reas-m 
‘ we  then  sat  still,  expecting  the  good  eHecu 

* thereof;  which  were  unfortunately  prevented 

‘ by  her  deplorable  death)  «ye.  found  that  our  ' 
‘ people,  instead  uf  taking  tiiis  favourable  op-  i 

* portuniry  of  retrieving  tlie  honour  and  true 
‘ interest  of  their  country,  by  doing  us  and 
‘ themselves  justice,  had  immediately  proclaim- 
‘ ed  for  their  king  a foreign  prince,  to  our  pre- 
‘judice, 


‘contestable  laws  of  hereditary  right,  which 
‘ their  pretended  acts  of  settlement  can  never 
‘ abrogate.'  The  persons  who  received  this  de- 
clarntjuo,  thought  it  their  duty  to  deliver  it  into 
the  hands  ufthe  secretaries  ofsUitc;  upon  which 
the  marquis  de  Lamberti,  the  duke  of  Lorrain's 
roiiiisTci,  was  forbid  the  court,  liecause  such  a 
thing  could  not  be  done  at  PInmbieres  without 
Che  countenance  of  hn  master;  and  the  fnl- 
lowing  message  was  delivered  to  him  by  the 
lord  Tm  nshend;  “Th.it  it  was  inconsistent 
with  hit  majesty’s  honour  and  dignity,  os  well 
as  iuieresi,  to  admit  to  auihence  the  minister 
of  a prince,  who  at  that  very  juncture,  guve 
shelter  and  protection  to  a Hretender,  and  an 
i>pen  enemy  so  his  dominions.”  The  marquis 
traosmitceil  tbismessageto  the  duke  dfLorrain, 
lelk  London,  aud,  lod  went  tu  Oxford  to  wait 
his  master's  answer.  'I  nis  guve  ju.si  cause  of 
suspicion,  that  (be  I’retendci- and  his  friends - 
had  fiinoed  it  party  in  time  iniiversiiy  to  ad« 
vnnee  his  interest,  as  it  afterwards  appeared. 
The  marquis,  having  received  the  duke  ol  Lor- 
ruiii's  answer,  dated  at  Nancy,  December  the 
9th,  1714,  N.  S.  commuuicated  it  (o  the  lord 
Townshend,  It  was  to  this  effect ; 

“ I believe.  Sir,  you  no  ways  doubt  of  my 
being  extiemcly  surprised  to  hear  by  the  cou- 
rier, which  cnitiv  from  you,  that,  when  you  ap- 
plied to  my  lord  Townsheml  to  obtain  an  au- 
dience', that  minister  made  answer,  that  since 
the  clievulier  de  St.  George  remained  still  in 
my  dommions,  the  king  thought  lit  to  forbid 
you  the  court;  in  case  his  majesty  shuuhl  con* 
tiime  in  ihisdisagreeable  rcsuluiinn  with  re>pcct 
to  me,  1 must  submit  to  liis  pleasure,  nnd  you 
have  nolliing  else  to  do,  but  Cn  return  hither  ns 
soon  as  you  are  able.  However,  you  are  first 
to  apply  to  the  duke  of  Murlborough,  and  to 
the  Ling’sministers,  desiring  them  la  lay  before 
his  majesty  the  unfortunate  situation  1 am  in, 
if,  after  haring  been  so  ready  to  let  the  king 
know  the  pan  I take  in  his  accession  to  the 
crown  of  Englund,  and  after  having  been  one 
ef  the  first  to  make  my  compliments,  and  show 
my  zeal  1)1)  this  occasion,  all  Europe  should  be 
Bcauaiuied,  that  his  majesty  had  some  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  me.  That  I caunot  con- 
ceive, whence  this  should  proceed,  since  ns 
to  the  chevalier  de  St,  George,  the  world 
knows,  by  what  means  he  came  into  this  coun- 
tiy  : that  every  one  is  informed  of  thesituation 
of  my  territories,  which  are  surrounded  and 
cut  through  ou  all  sides  by  France:  that  it  is 
knowD  how  1 had  no  share  io  tiis  coming  into 
my  country  i that  I neither  invited  him  to  come 
thither,  nor  could  I force  liim  to  go  away  : that 
lately  upon  the  death  of  queen  Aiine,  I knew 
nothing  of  bis  leaving  Bar,  till  twelve  hours 
after  he  was  gone  from  thence  ; and  t knew 
ooching  of  his  return  to  Bar,  till  after  he  was 
cuine  back,  as  a traveller,  that  goes  backwards 
and  forwards  in  au  open  country,  end  inter- 
mixed with  other  territories  as  mine  is : as  to 
the  manifesto  or  declaration  dated  at  Plom- 
bieres,  which  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  hod 
igftttFIWtiedr^lfflevpopiJiisgaipW.rrf^  that 
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he  |>aTe  me  one  after  it  had  been  pabliahed  ; 
hut  (hat  reall;  1 cm  much  concerned  to  bear 
from  you,  that  it  bai  been  reported,  iliai  the 
same  maiiit'estoes  liave  been  spread  abroad  by 
you,  or  those  of  your  retinue.  I own  to  you, 
Chut  I ant  extremely  concerned  at  this, and  that 
in  some  sore  it  seeoiy  to  be  a design  to  cnake  me 
uneasy,  to  give  out,  that  either  1 or  my  servants 
neddfi^  in  such  an  aSair. 

“ These  are  the  reasons,  wiiich  I have  to 
oSer,  and  which  1 would  have  you  desire  those 
gemlemen  to  luy  before  the  king,  in  hopes  they 
will  convince  hia  majesty  of  my  must  respectful 
adherence  to  him,  and  that  his  majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  admit  you  to  an  audience. 

“ Bui,  if  contrary  tu  my  expectation,  the 
king  will  not  grant  you  an  audience,  you  are  to 
come  away,  having  de^ed  the  ministers  to  let 
the  king  know  (he  cmicern  I am  under  ; and 
that  I hope  liia  majesty  will  please  to  accept  of 
roy  good  mteiitinns,  and  the  early  care  i touk 
to  shew  him  the  inviolable  aeal  I have  for  him.” 

When  the  marquis  commuotcaced  this  letter 
to  the  king’s  ministers,  he,  at  the  same  time, 
expressed  bis  master's  “ deep  concern  at  this 
unlucky  aSair,  wliicb  obstructed  the  friendship 
and  good  uuderstandiog  Iw  bad  so  early  sought 
with  his  Britaimicm^esty,  for  whom  he  ever  en- 
tertained the  highest  esteem  and  veneration." 
And  be  likewise  expressed  bis  own  particular 
concern,  and  the  great  mortilicaiion  it  was  to 
him,  not  to  be  admitted  to  a court  which  be  had 
so  great  a desire  to  be  made  known  to.  He 
was  answered,  ” Thatit  was  not  out  of  any  pr^ 
jodice  to.  his  person,  nor  even  to  the  person 
of  Ills  master,  for  whom  the  king  bad  a great 
esteem.  But,  that,  os  gUairssCo^  at  present, 
though  his  excuses  were,  in  some  measure,  al- 
lowable, yet  bis  majesty  was  the  best  judge  of 
what  was  consistent  with  bis  own  honour  and 
dignity ; and,  ns  bis  majesty  was  likewise  sen- 
sible of  the  duke’s  readiness  to  seek  and  cul- 
tivate a friendship  with  bis  majesty,  so  the 
king  wished,  that  (be  causes,  which  ob- 
ttrucicd  the  same  at  present,  might  be  speedily 
removed,”  Tlie  marquis  tindingby  this  answer, 
that  his  majesty  insisted  on  the  removal  of  the 
Pretender  from  the  dumininas  of  Lorrain,  be- 
fore be  would  admit  him  to  an  audience,  took 
his  leave  of  ihe  lord  Tuwiisliend,  and,  on  the 
13ili  of  December,  set  out  on  bis  return  home. 
In  answer  to  (hat  part  of  the  duke  of  I/irrain's 
letter,  wherein  he  aUedges,  "Thathis  (erriiuiies 
are  surrounded  and  cut  ihrougb  on  all  sides  by 
prunce  ; that'lie  neither  invited  the  chevalier 
de  Sc.  George  thither,  uor  could  force  him  to 
go  away  u paper  transmitted  hither  by  Mr. 
Prior,  and  delivered  tu  him  by  the  marquis 
deTorcy,  was  said  to  be  produced  tn  the  marquis, 
whereby  his  most  Christian  majesty  declared. 

That  be  neither  did,  nur  would  in  any  mrtniier 
concern  himself  with  the  chevulier  de  St. 
George  which  decluraciim  was  direedy  con- 
trary to  the  duke  of  Lorrain's  allegation. 

When  the  I'rcd  nder's  declaration  cume  first 
into  &igland,  and  was  published  in  the  (a-  ' 
ceigapiiats,  iIm  JswiriMeir'&ndl'iH'ies  (atisled'. 


upon  its  being  a contrivance  of  the  Whigs,  to 
retlecC  oh  tbe  memory  of  the  queen,  and  to 
fix  an  odium  upon  tbe  high  churcdi-party,  be- 
cause in  that  iledarstiuo  he  said  “ That  for 
sometime  pw  he  could  not  well  doubt  of  bis 
sister's  gnod  intentioDs  towtrds  him,”  But  they 
were  mucbconfoonded  by  the  duke  ofLorralna 
letter,  which  owned  the  declaration  to  be  ge- 
nuine, and  that  the  Pretender  himself  bad  given 
him  one  of  them. 

About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  kins 
advanced  the  salaries  of  the  chief-justice  of 
the  king's-bench,  and  of  the  chief  bar->ns  of  the 
exchequer,  to  the  same  sum,  as  was  allowed  the 
chisfjustice  of  the  common  pleas,  being  3,000/ 
a year,  and  the  salaries  of  tbe  other  oioe  judges 
to  1,500/.  a year. 

About  this  time  Addresses  were  see  on  foot  in 
Scotland,  fur  dissolving  the  uuiuu  ; and  it  was 
also  proposed,  that  none  should  he  elected 
meiuhets  of  parliament  there,  but  such  as 
would  promise  CO  use  cheit  endeavours  for  that 
purpose.  Many  well-meaning  people  seemed  at 
first  ioclinab'e  (o  fall  in  with  those  measures  ; 
hut  when  they  found,  ibac  the  Jacobites  were 
the  most  zealous  in  pushing  tliis  alTuir,  in  order 
to.  raise  confosion  and  discord  betwixt  the  two 
nations,  they  refused  to  concur,  and  referred 
their  grievances  by  the  union  to  be  considered, 
when  the  nation  should  be  better  settled.  Bat 
(here  was  a quite  difierent  spirit  among  the 
bigli-cburcb  party  in  England,  who  excited 
riots  and  tumults  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
to  which  they  bad  been  encouraged  by  the  Pre- 
tender's declaration.  To  prevent  these  dis- 
orders, a proclamation  was  published  on  the 
6ib  of  December. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1715,  a Proclamation 
was  pnhlished  fur  dissolving  liie  parliament,  and, 
on  the  15lh,  anoiber  was  issued  fiir  calling  a 
new  one,  in  the  fullowiog  terms  : ■*  It  having 
pleased  Almighty  Gud,  by  most  remorkahle 
steps  of  his  providence,  to  bring  os  lefa,  Co  the 
crown  of  this  kingdum,  notwithstanding  the 
designs  of  evil  men,  who  shewed  ihemselvea 
disaffected  to  our  succeasiou,  and  »ho  have 
since,  with  the  utmost  degree  of  malice,  mis- 
represented our  firm  resolutions  and  uniform 
endeavours  to  preserve  and  defi-nd  our  most 
excellent  constitution  boihin  church  and  state, 
and  attempted,  by  many  false  suggestions,  to 
render  us  suspected  to  our  people ; we  cannot 
omit,  on  this  occasiou  of  first  summoning  our 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  justice  to  our- 
selves, and  tliat  the  mtscariisges  of  others  may 
not  be  imputed  to  us,  at  a lime,  when  false  im- 

Eressions  may  do  the  greatest  and  irrecoverable 
uit,  before  they  can  be  cleared  up,  tn  signify 
to  our  whole  kingdom,  that  we  were  very  much 
concerned,  at  our  accession  to  the  crown,  to 
find  (he  public  afiairs  of  our  kingdom  under 
tbe  greaicsi  difficulties,  as  well  in  respect  of  our 
trade,  and  interruption  of  r.nr  navigntinn,  as 
of  the  great  debts  of  our  nation,  which,  wa 
were.surprised  to  ofastrve,  had  beeu  very  much 
increased  since  the  conclurinn  of  the  last  war. 
Wiv)itrni>t'thiindWh^iik)iibr,th<it,'(f  the  ensuing 
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«leccioD>  should  bs  made  hy  our  loviog  subj«t» 
with  that  safety  and  freedom,  which  by  law 
iheyareentiiledto,  and  wear*  firmly  resolved 
to  maintain  to  them,  they  will  send  up  to  par- 
liamentthe  fittest  person* to  redress  the  present 
disorders,  and  to  provide  for  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  our  kingdom,  and  the  ease  of  our 
people  for  the  future  j and  therein  will  have 
a particular  regard  to  such  as  shewed  a firm* 
ness  to  the  protestant  succession,  when  it  was 

Th^late  ministry,  foreseeing  they  should  be 
called  to  an  account  for  their  conduct,  had  fre- 
quent consultations  how  to  avoid  the  storm  ; 
and  soon  after  a traiterous  libel  was  published, 
under  the  title  of,  “ English  Advice  Co  the  Ftee- 
“ holders  of  Great  Britain.”  Nothing  could 
be  more  full  of  malice  and  falsehood  against  the 
king's  persnn  and  fiimily  ; as  well  as  against 
the  Whigs  in  general,  and  Che  present  inioistry  ; 
and  it  was  artfully  com  rived  to  raise  discontents 
among  the  people  agemsc  the  guvernmeiit,  and 
to  possess  them  with  an  opinion,  that  the 
church  was  in  danger  bv  his  majesty’s  adminis- 
tration. It  wascarefulfy  dispersed  through  tlie 
country,  autl  great  iiumhers  of  them  were  in- 
tercepted in  the  city  of  Eiecec.  Upon  whicti 
tlie  government  i-sued  ouca  proclamaiioii,  pro- 
mising a reward  of  l,000f.  w>r  the  discovery  of 
the  author  of  the  libel,  and  $00f.  for  the  dis- 
covery of  the  printer.  But  to  no  purpose. 

The  same  day,  the  aiismaneeemrnt  of  the 
lace  ministry,  with  regard  to  Cnclsea-coii^e, 
was  made  public  by  order  of  the  privy-coun- 
cil ; upon  which,  tlie  government  of  itul  hus- 
pit^  was  changed, and  brigadier  Stanwick  ap- 
poioied  governor. 

The  earl  of  Strafibrd  being  returned  to  Eng- 
land, an  order  of  council  was  issued,  time  the 
lord  Townsend  aod  Mr.  Stanhope,  secretaries 
of  sure,  should  gu  to  him,  and  deioaud  the  ori- 

Cil  inscructionsanuoiders,  and  ail  letiera  be 
received  from  the  late  niinist^.or  any  fo- 
reign prince  or  minister,  mid  copies  of  all  in- 
structions, of  which  he  hadnoithe  originals; 
and  also  all  letters  writ  liy  him  to  any  per- 
son whatsoever,  relating  to  his  negotiacioas, 
from  the  time  of  his  first  being  at  the  Hague. 
The  earl'  detiveced  them  two  trunks,  which 
he  said,  contained  what  they  desired ; anj 
orders  were  sent  to  seal  up  hi<  pnpers,  time 
were  on  sliip-lionrd,  or  at  tlie  cnslotn-liouse. 

Mr.  Prior,  who  bad  been  deep  in  the  mea- 
sures of  Che  late  minisiEy,  was  now  ordered 
home,  the  earl  of  Stair  being  arrived  at  Paris,' 
where  he  bad  several  conferences  with  ibe 
niArquit  de  Torcy.  and  presented  memorials 
almutihecuiiol  and  intended  port  at  Mardyke, 
ands'giiitied  Co  the  court  of  France,  that  he 
had  orders  not  Co  take  any  character  upon  him, 
till  be  had  a clear  aud  positive  answer  tp  the 

Tbe  elections  for  the  new  parliament 'were 
sow  carrying  on  with  great  warmth  by  both 
parties,  but  with  most  success  on  the  side  of 
the  Whigs.  Tbe  electors  in  tome  counties 
Md  ciiiei  dcewup  huunidktnis' 
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sentaiives,  Uie  most  remarkable  of  which  were 
Chose  of  the  city  uf  Imndon,  whereio  was  this 
pass^e;  “ We  <li»ire  and  expect,  tliat  you 
will  inquire  by  whose  tounsel  it  was,  that,  alter 
God  liad  blessed  the  anusof  her  late  maietty, 
and  her  allies,  with  a train  of  unparalleled 
successes,  she  was  prevailed  upon,  contrary  to 
the  grand  alliance,  and  her  repeated  promise* 
from  the  tlirone  to  both  bouses,  to  send  to,  or 
receive  managers  from  France,  Co  treat  sepa- 
rately of  a peace,  without  the  knowiedge  and 
consent  of  our  allies.” 

In  Scotland  the  Tories  published  a circulu 
letter,  to  dissuade  tbe  Scotch  lords  from  voting 
for  the  Wliigs,  or,  as  they  pretended,  for  the 
sixteen  peers,  of  whom  the  duke  of  Argyte  h«4 
brought  a list  from  England.  But  tim  letter 
made  little  impression,  and  the  following  peers 
were  elected,  the  dukes  of  Boxburgb  and  Mon- 
trose : the  morquisses  of  Tweedale,  lotbian, 
and  Amiontlale ; the  earls  of  Sutherland, 
Uothes,  Buchnn,  Loudon,  Orkney,  Stair,  Bute, 
Deloraine  and  Ilay ; and  the  lords  Bou  and 
Beihaven.  Alt  these  lords  were  distinguished 
hy  tlieir  attachment  to  die  revulutinii,  and  had 
contributed  tu  the  union  Co  the  utmost  of  tbeil 
power.  The  marquis  of  Anoandal^  of  tbs 
aniieui  family  of  Johnstoun,  had  openly  de- 
clared for  king  William,  ibough,  sbortl;  after 
indeed,  tie  declared  for  king  Janiea.  Bui  ba 
repented  of  tbac  step,  and  for  his  faithful  ser- 
vices was  employed  in  places  of  trust.  Thr 
ciinrquiaof  Lothian  was  a great  promoter  of 
the  revolution.  He  had,  inibe  reicn  of  king 
James  3,  married  a daugliier  of  the  carl  of 
Argyle,  beheaded  by  that  prince,  purely  out  of 
a principle  of  honour, 'and,  to  shew  his  Kgord 
for  a family  uiijtMJy  persecuted,  a certain  proof 
chat  he  would  uai  favour  the  designeof  (he  Pre- 
render. The  earl  of  Sudierland,  known  at  the 
time  of  thrrevolutioD  hy  the  name  of  the  lord 
Strathiiaver,  was  constantly  attached  Co  king 
WUliam,  and  liiid  fiiDowed  him  in  idi  his  cam- 
puiuns  in  Flanders,  at  the  heiid  of  a legimeor. 
U«  had  appeared  very  zealous  for  tbe  privilegec 
of  the  ScoCii ; and  did  not  think  the  nninn  da- 
trimenialtiierelo.  The  earl  of  Stair  wasahendy 
employed  by  the  new  government  as  well  as  tlie 
dukes  of  Montrose  and  Roxburgh,  and  tlieir 
attachment  to  it  was  not  doubt^.  The  only 
line  chat  seemed  exceptionable  in  the  list  was 
the  lord  Delhaven.  No  man  had  so  strenuously 
opposed  the  union,  and,  bad  his  advice  been 
followed,  it  would  never  liave  taken  place.  But, 
fiiidiog  at  length  alt  opposition  in  vain,  he  gava 
way  tu  the  torrent.  There  was  one  thing  ca- 
pable of  making  amends  for  ail  his  non-compli- 
anceSj  and  that  was  his  singly  opposing,  in  (he 
presence  of  the  dukeof  York,  the  act  of  sne- 
cesiion  passed  by  a majority  uf  voicea  in  fa- 
vour of  (hat  prince.  He  was  olio  a good 
speaker,  whidi  will  be  always  a gi^  recom- 
mendation. 

The  elections  for  the  House  of  Common* 
were  made  with  almost  equel  success,  and  the 
Whigs  bad  tbe  majority,  Tims  all  seemed  quiet 
<in.'BiHKkBd;>(bdli2b;*  dignbaitw  tlien  gathering 
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The  design  was  eoiidacied  regulail?  than 
in  England,  ami  was  beitwconcenled.  It  was 
b^un  with  cndeatonfS  for  a remonitranoe 
against  the  uaiou;  and  the  adrice  of  the  most 
famous  lawyers  were  asked  upon  it,  who  dt:- 
rlnred  the  act  of  union  contained  several  nul- 
lities, and  to  be  verj  defociire.  The  opposite 
party,  to  prevent  a retnonstrance  so  disugreea- 
ble  to  the  court,  were  forced  to  consent  there 
shonid  be  no  address  of  cougratulution : amt 
that,  presented  by  tlio  Kirk,  had  soSered  great 
dehntesnbont  the  manner  in  which  kini;  Wil- 
iietnwas  mentioned,  and  had  passed  with  much 
difficulty.  The  Highlanders  were  silent,  and 
decarcrinot  themselves.  It  was  only  known, 
^at  they  were  making  provision  of  powder  and 
bnll. 


FIRST  SESSION  op  the  FIFTH  P.\RLIA- 
MENT  OP  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
Meeting  of  the  New  Parliament.1  March 
17,  1715.  Tbisdaythe  New  Parliament  met 
at  Westminster,  llis  majesty,  being  seated  on 
his  royal  throne,  adorned  with  his  crown  and 
regal  oruaments,  and  attended  wicli  his  officers 
of  state,  tbe  prince  of  Wales  sitting  in  his 
place,  and  the  loriis  in  their  robes,  coimnanded 
the  gentleman  usher  uf  the  black  rad  to  let 
the  Commons  know,  <■  It  is  his  majesty's  plea- 
sure, tliey  attend  him  immediately,  in  the 
House  of  Peera.”  Who  being  come,  the  Lord 
Cbaacellur,  receiving  directions  from  Ids'  ma- 
jesty, said, 

“ Afy  lords,  and  gentlemen  ; I am  com- 
manded by  his  majesty  to  acqnaint  you,  that 
bis  majesty  dues  not  intend  to  declare  the 
canses  of  calling  this  parliament  till  there  be  a 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  And  there- 
fore you,  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, arc  to  repair  to  the  place  where  tlie 
Commons  usually  sit,  and  there  proceed  to  the 
electiua  of  a fit  person  to  lie  your  Speyer; 
whom  you  arc  to  present  to  liis  majesty  here, 
for  his  royal  approbation,  on  Monday  next,  at 
iivelve  of  the  cluck.” 

Xisf  of  the  House  oj  Peers.]  Tiie  follow- 
ing is  a List  of  the  House  of  Peers  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  New  Parliament. 

Ad  exact  List  of  the  Loans  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, summoned  to  meet  nt  Westminster, 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1715,  being  the 
First  Parliament  of  King  George  tlie 
First,  and  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain. 

Those  marked  thus*  were  then  under  oge. 

HU  royal  highness  George  Augustus,  prince  of 
’ Wales,  &c. 

William  Coi^r,  bird  Cowper,  lord  high  chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britain. 

Daniel  Finch,  earlof  Nouinghom,  lard  presi- 
dent of  the  couacil. 

Thomas  W,hJKpe^,  ,e?yl  of  ,l\'fiprfo^.-lprd,  priy^ 


William  Cavendish,  dukeof  Devonshire,  lord 
steward  of  the  king’s  houshold. 

ClKirle5Ta]bot,duke  or  Shrewsbury,  lord  cham« 
berlaioof  the  king's  houshold. 

Duke*. 

Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  earl  Mar- 
slial  and  hereditary  marshal  of  England. 

Charles  Seymour, -diike  of  Somerset,  inasierof 
the  horse. 

Clmrl's  Fiiz-Roy,  duke  of  Cleteland  anil 
Southampton. 

Charles  Leoos,  duke  of  Richmond. 

Charles  Fitz-Roy,  duke  of  Grafton. 

JamesBuiler,dake'of  Ormond. 

* Henry  ^mersee,  duke  of  Beaufort 

George  Fiiz-Roy,  duke  of  Northumberland. 

Charles  Beauclair,  duke  of  St.  Albans,  csplaifl  of 

the  band  of  gentlemen  pensioners. 

Charles  Pawiet,  dukeof  Bolton. 

I Meinhardt  Schonbere,  duke  of  Sclionberg. 

Perei^rine  Osborne,  duke  of  Leeds. 

* Wnothesly  Russel,  duke  of  Bedford. 

J.  Churchill, d.  of  Marlborough,  captain  generaL 

John  Sheffield,  duke  of  Buckinghamshire  and 
Normanby. 

John  Manners,  duke  of  Rutlaod. 

.Tohn  Mmincagu,  duke  of  Muuntagu. 

* James  Uamiltou,d.  ofHaniilloii  andBrandon. 

* Charles  Douglas,  duke  of  Queeusbury  and 

Henry  de  Grey,  duke  of  Kent. 

Marjuitses. 

Robert  Bertie,  marquis  of  Lindsey,  lord  great 
chimberlaia  of  England. 

Evelyu  Pierpont,  marquis  of  Dorchester. 

EiirU. 

James  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby.  , 

* Tlicophilus  Hastings,  ear)  of  Huntingdon. 

Tbumu  Herbert,  earl  uf  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery. 

Henry  Clinton,  earl  of  Lincoln. 

Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Suffolk  and  Bindon, 
deputy  earl-marshal 

Lionel  Craiifield  Sackvillo,  earl  of  Dorset  and 
Middlesex,  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque  Purts, 

James  Cecil,  earl  nf  Salisbury. 

.luhn  Cecil,  earl  of  Exeter, 

Scroop  Egerton,  earl  of  Bridgwater,  chamber- 
lain to  the  priuee. 

John  Sidney,  earl  of  Leicester. 

George  Compton,  earl  uf  Noiihomptoii,  con- 
siable  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

* Edward-IIeory  Rich,  earl  ot  Warwick  and 
Holland. 

Basil  Fielding,  earl  of  Denbigh. 

Thomas  Fane,  earl  uf  Westmoreland. 

Charles  Moantagu,  carl  of  Manchester. 

Henry  Buwss  Howard,  earl  of  Berks. 

John  Savage,  enrl  Rivers. 

Charles  Mordaunt,  earl  of  Peterborough  and 
Momnoulh. 

Tliomas  Grey,  earl  of  StarofonJ. 

Sjage  Finch,  earlof  Winchelsea. 

ip 'Staahupe, 
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Thomns  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet. 

Charlea  Speacer,  earl  of  Sunderland,  Id.  lien* 
tenant  of  Ireland. 

Nicholas  Leah,  earl  of  Scarsdale. 

Edward  Mountagu,  earl  of  Sandwich. 

Edward  Ilvde,  earl  of  Clarendon. 

• William  Cupel,  earl  of  Essex. 

George  Brudciiei,  enri  of  Cardigan. 

Arthur  AnoesI;,  earl  of  Atiglesea. 

Charles  llowa^,  earl  of  Carlisle. 

Thomas  Bruce,  earl  of  Ailesbury. 

• Richard  Boyle,  carl  of  Burlington. 

• Aiithonv-Ashley  Cooper,  earl  ofShafiesborj. 
Edward  Henry  1^,  earl  of  Licb&eld. 

Thomas  Leonard,  earlof  Sussex. 
CharUs-Bodrile  Ruharts,  earl  of  Radnor,  trea- 
surer of  ihechamber. 

William  Pasloii,  earl  of  Yarmouth. 

Jame.s  Berkeley,  earl  of  Berkeley. 

Henry  Hyde,  earl  of  Rochester. 
Montagu-Vemibles  Bertie,  earl  of  Abingdon. 

• Baptist  Noel,  earl  of  Gainsborough. 

Robert  Darcey,  carl  of  Holderuess. 

Other  Windsor  Hickman,  earl  of  Plymouth. 
James  Ratcliff,  earl  of  Derirentwater. 

Henry  Stafford  Howard,  earl  of  Stafford. 

Henry  Bentiuck,  earl  of  Portland. 

Arthur  Herbert,  earl  of  Torringtoo. 

Richard  Luinley,  carl  of  Scarborough. 

Geoige  Booth,  earl  of  Warrington. 

Richatd  Newport,  earl  of  Bradford. 

Eredcrick  Zufesteio  deNassau,  e.  ofRocbfbrd. 
Arnold  Joost  van  Kepel,  eatl  of  Albemarle, 
Gilbert  Coventry,  earl  of  Coventry. 

Edward  Russel,  carl  of  Orfnrd,  lirst  commis- 
sioner of  the  admiralty. 

William  Villiers,  ear!  of  jersey. 

Henry  D’  Auverquerque,  earl  of  Grantham. 
John  Campbell,  earl  of  Greenwich  (and  d.  of 
Argyle)  general  of  the  forces  in  Scotland. 
John  Poulet,  earl  Ponlec. 

Francis  Godolphin,  earl  of  Godolphin,  cof- 
ferer to  the  king. 

Hugh  Cholraondeley,  earl  of  Choimondeley, 
treasurer  of  the  houshold. 

Robert  Harley,  earl  of  Oxford  and  e,  Mortimer. 
Robert  Shirley,  earl  Ferrers. 

Thnmas  Wentworth,  eatl  of  Strafford. 

William  Legg,  earl  of  Dartmouth. 

James  Brydges,  earl  of  Caernarvon. 

Lewis  Watson,  earl  of  Rockingham. 

Charles  Bennet,  earl  of  Tankerville. 

Cliarles  Mountagu,  earl  of  Halifax,  firw  com- 
missionerof  thetreasury. 

Ueneage  Finch,  earl  of  Ayiesford,  chaicellor  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster. 

John  Hervey,  earl  of  Bristol. 

Thomas  Pelliam,  earl  of  Clare. 

Henry  Paget,  eail  of  Uxbridge,  capt.  of  the 
yeomen  of  .the  guard. 

FiKounls. 

Charles  Townsend,  viscount  Townsend,  secre- 
tary of  state. 

Price  Devereux,  vise.  Ilercftrd. 

Henry  Brown,  vise.  MonCacute. 

Lawrence  i 
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Tltomas  Bellasyse,  vise.  Pnicoiiherg. 

• Thomas  Tfaynne,  vie.  Weymouth. 

William  Hatton,  vise.  Hatton. 

• Talbot  Yelverton,visc.I.ongneville. 

• HeiityLuwther,vise.  Lonsdale. 

Heury  St.  John,  vise,  Bolingbroke. 

Henry  Obrion,  visc.Tadcaster  (earl  of  Tbo- 
mopd  in  Ireland.) 

Barons. 

George  Neril,  lord  Abergavenny. 

James  Touchet,  Id.Audley  (earl  of  Castlehaven 
inireland.) 

John  West,  Id.  De  la  War. 

Charles  Mildmay,  Id.  Fitzwalter. 

Edward  Ward,  fd.  Dudley  and  Ward. 
£dwardStourton,ld.  Slourton. 

Dr.  George  Verney,  Id.  Willoughby  of  Broke. 
Charles  VVilloughby,  Id.  Willoughby  of  Parhnm. 
Thnmas  Howara,  Id.  Howard  of  Effingham. 
William  North,  Id.  North,  aud  Id.  Grey  of 
llolleston. 

William  Ferdinand  Carey,  Id.  Hunsdon, 
William  St.  John,  Id.  St.  John  of  Bletsbo. 
James  Compten,  Id.  Compton. 

• RobertPeue,  Id.  Peire. 

Henry  Ar'uncel,  Id.  Arundel  of  Wardour. 
Richard  Lun!ey,.lord  Lumley 
Charles  Do"mer,  lord  Dormer 
Henry  Rbier,  lord  Tenbam 

• WiUiarr  Greville,  lord  Brooke 

• Nevil  iovelace,  lord  Lovelace 
Baniste-  Maynard,  lord  Maynard 
Cliarlet Howard,  lord  Howard  of  Escrick 
Chari*  Bruce,  lord  Bruce 

Edivn'd  Leigb,  lord  J-eigh 
Wiliam  Byron,  lord  Byron 
Wiliam  Widdrington,  lord  Widiirington 
Join  Colepeper,  Id.  Colepeper 
Prregrine  Bertie,  Id.  Willoughby  ofEresbj 
Ebbert  Sutton,  lord  Lexington 
.HarmadukeLangdale,  lord  Langdale 
William  Berkeley,  lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton, 
first  commissioner  of  trade 
Charles  Cornwallis,  lord  Cornwallis 
John  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  Trerice 

• William  Craven,  lord  Craven 

Hugli  Clifford,  lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh 
Peregrine  Hyde  Osborne,  lord  Osborne 
John  Carteret,  lord  Carteret 
William  Stawell,  lord  Stawell 
FrancisNorth,  lord  Guilford 
James  Waldgrave,  lord  Waldgrave 
John  Ashburaham,  lord  Ashburoham 
Thomas  Farmer,  lord  Leomiisier 
Charles  Butler,  lord  Butler  of  Weston,  (earl 
of  Arrau  in  Ireland.) 

Henry  Herbert,  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbnry 
Maurice  Thompson,  lord  Ilaversliam 
Joiin  Somers,  lord  &mers 
Christopher  Vane,  lord  Barnard 

• John  Levesou  Gower,  lord  Gower 
FrancisSeymourConway,  lord  Conway 
Simon  Harcourt,  lord  Harcoort 

C.  Boyle,  Id.  Boyle,  (e.  of  Orrery  in  Ireland) 
George  Hay,  lorth  Hay  (earl  of  Kiniioa),  ti 
. oiScWlawIVnr  I ibniA  : 1ik  : : ..nir 
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Tbomat  Windior,  lord  Mounqo;  (rbcouac 
Windsor  in  Ireland) 

Thomas  Manset,  lord  Mnn*^! 

Thomas  Willovgbfiy,  lord  Middleton 
Thomas  Trevor,  lord  Trevor 
George  Granville, lord  Lsnsdowne 
Samuel  MasliBiii,  lor'l  Masbam 

Thomas  Foley,  lord  Folev  j 

Allen  Bntliiirst,  lord  Bathurst  ' 

Robert  Benson,  lord  Bingley 
James  Saundersnn,  lord  Saunderson,  (viscount 
Castletun  of  Ireland.) 

Bcnnet  Sheirard,  lord  Harborougb 
Gervase  Pierenoini,  lord  Pierepuint 
Henry  Boyle,  lord  Carleton 
Eicbard  Temple,  lord  Cubham 

ArMishopi  and  Bishops. 

Dr.  TbomaS  Teiinison,  ahp.  of  Caoterbury 
Sir  William  Dawes,  ban.  abp.  of  York. 

Dr.  John  RnbiasoD,bisbop  of  London 
Dr.  Naibaniel  Crew,  bishop  of  Durham,  and 
lord  Crew 

Sir  John  Trelawnej,bart.  bp.  of  Winchester 
Dr.  William  Uoyd,  bishop  of  Wcrcesler 
Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet,  bishop  of  Sapjin 
Dr.  John  Uoueb,  bp.  of  Lichfield  md  Corentrv 
Dr.  Richard  Cumberland,  bp.  of  P>terhorouzIi 
Dr.  William  Talbot,  l>p.  ofOxfbrd 
Dr.  Jdlin  Evans,  bishop  ofBangor 
Dr.  William  Nicholson,  bp.  of  Carlish 
Dr.  George  Hooper,  bishop  of  Batb  aid  Wells 
Dr.  William  Wake,  bishop  of  Lincoln 
Dr.  John  Tyler,  bishop  of  Llandaff 
Dr.  Offspring  BtackaU,  bishop  of  Exeter 
Dr.  Charles  Trimnel,  bishop  of  Norwich 
Dr.  William  Fleetwood,  bp.  ofEly 
Dr.TbnmasMaQningham,  bp.  of  Chichestv 
Dr.  Pbilip  Biss,  bishop  of  Hereford 
Dr.  Adaut  Ottiiey,  bp.  of  St.  David’s 
Dr.  Francis  Atterbuiy,  bp.  of  Rochester 
Dr. George  Smi<lrid^,  bp.uf  Bristol,  lord  al> 
moner  tu  tbe  king. 

Dr.  Francis  Gnstrel,  bp.  of  Ciiester 
Dr.  Richard  Willis,  bp.  of  Gloucester 
Dr.  John  Wynn,  bishop  of  Sl  Asaph. 

TAe  Siiieen  Feers  of  Seolland. 

James  Graham,  duke  of  Montrose,  sec.  of  state, 

nKer,  duke  of  Roxbuigh,  lord  privy  seal 
of  Scotland,  p.  c. 

John  Hay, marquis ofTweedale 
William  Ker,  marquis  of  Loebian 
William  Johnstiiii,  marquis  of  Annandale,  lord 
cbaneelior  of  Smtland,  p.  c. 

John  Dalryniple,  earl  of  Stair,  p.  c. 

Archibald  Campbell,  earl  of  llay,  lord  register 
of  Scotland,  p.  c. 

David  Erskine,  earl  of  Bueban 
James  Stewart,  earl  of  Bute 
John  Lesley,  e^  of  Eotbes,  lord  admiral  of 
Scotland 

John  Sutheriaitd,  earl  ofSutheHond 
William  Kom,  lord  Koss 
John  Hamilton,  lord  BElhayen,  gent,  of  ^e 
bedchamber  to  the print^  dfM  ' ' 


Henry  Scot,  earl  ofDeloraine 

• George  Hamilton,  earl  of  Orkney,  gent,  of  the 
hed-ebamber  in  extraordinary  to  his  mojesiy 

* Hugh  Campbell  earl  of  London 

List  <f  the  Houte  of  Cotanions.]  The  List  of 
tlie  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  as 
follows: 

A List  of  tbe  House  op  Cokmoxs  in  tite  Fifth 
Parliatnene  of  Great  Britain,  which  met 
March  17,  1715. 

BFDFOBDSBias.  Chester. 

William  liiUersden,  Sir  Henry  Bunbury, 

John  Cater.  Sir  K.  Grosvenor. 

Bedford.  Cornwill. 

Wilham  Farrer,  Sir  William  Carew, 

John  Tliurloe  Brace.  John  Trevenion. 

BKnssRiRE.  Launtalon. 

Sir  John  Stnnehouse,  Jr>hn  Anstis, 

Robert  Packer.  Alexander  Pendarves, 

Nno  Wiiidti’t.  Icskaril. 

Sir  Heoy  Asliurst,  Philip  Rasbleigh, 

Samuel 'fravers.  Sir  John  Trelawn^. 

Reading.  Leslailhiel. 

llon.CfaarlesCadogan,  John  Newshara, 

Richard  Thompson.  W.  Cavendish,  mar< 

Wallingford.  quis  of  llartiogton. 

William  ifucks,  Truro. 

Henry  Grey  Neville.  Spencer  Cowper, 

Abtngtm.  ‘Tbomes  Wyndbam. 

James  Jeonings,  Bodmin. 

Bucks.  John  Leigh, 

John  Fleetwood,  C.  Btnuclair,  Earl  of 

Richard  Hampden.  Burtord. 

Buckingham.  Heiston. 

Alexander  Denton,  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcot, 

Edmund  Halsey.  Sirlney  Godolphiii. 

Chipping-Wicomi.  Saltash. 

SirTliomas  Lee,  SlnUtnn  Calmady, 

John  Neale.  John  Francis  Boiler. 

Aplesbuiy.  Cenielforil. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Mend,  Riclnird  Coffin, 

iTrevorHill, vise. Hills*  Janies  Mouurague. 

' borouglu  West  Lnoe. 

Agmondeshom.  Thomas  Maynard, 

M Gerrard  Drake,  George  Delaval, 

Hoi.  Ralph  Veroey.  Grampoand. 

W-ndover..  Hon.  Julin  West, 

Sir  Ktger  Hill,  Richard  West. 

Richaid  Grenville.  East  Looe, 

Greet  Marlow.  Jehu  Smith, 

George  Sruere,  Horatio  Wdpole. 

H.Petfy,'d.Shelbume.  Fraryn. 

CAKfiaiDCEsuiRS.  Samuel  Trefijsis, 

Sir  RolieriClark,  W.  Godulpbin,  Vise. 

Sir  Francis  WhichciA.  Rinltan. 

t/nio.  of  Cambridge.  Trtgony. 

Hun.  Dixe  Windsur,  ChiitiL-a  Talbot, 

Hon.  T.  VYilloogliby.  John  Mirril. 

Taton  of  Carebridge.  Bassiney. 

Sir  John  II.  Cotton,  Samuel  Mulineox, 

Sumuel Shephard.  Henry  Cartwright, 

Cbeshire.  Si.  Ira. 

Sir  GeorgeWarburtnn,  Lord  Harry  Paulet, 

'Hbiti'IimgIbjm  SiHlittruHobart. 
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Fowey. 

Jounlban  Elford, 
Nicholas  Vincent. 

Si.  Germains. 

John  Knight, 

Philip  iorH  Stanhope. 

St,  MichaeL 
Nathaniel  Blakiston, 
R.  Moieswurth,  vise. 
Molesnurth. 
Ncaparl. 

Sir  Nicholas  Morrice, 
Humphrey  Miurice. 

St.  Mawes. 

^Villiani  Lownds, 

John  Cbetwjud. 

KelUngton. 

Sir  John  CorjiCon, 
Thomas  Coppicscon. 

CCHBERLAKD. 
James  Lowtber, 

GiirHd  Lawson. 
Carlisle. 

William  Stricklaml, 
Henrj  Aglionby. 

Corkemnouli. 

Sir  Thomas  Pengelly, 
Aiilhony.Lowther. 

DsaBYSHISE. 

Sir  John  Curzoo, 
Godfrey  Clarke. 
Drr^. 

Lord  J.  Cayendish, 
Hon.  W.  Stanhope. 

Detunshise. 

Sir  W.  Courtenay, 

Sir  C.  W,  Baoipheld. 
Exeter. 

John  BampSeld, 
pmncis  Drew, 

Tolnus. 

Sleplieii  Northleigh, 
Charles  Wills. 

Plpmout/i. 

Sir  John  Ro^rs, 

Hon.  Pattie  Bing. 

Ouk/umpton. 

Vi.  Northmore,  jun. 
Christopher  Harris. 

BamstabU. 

John  Rulle, 

Sir  Hugh  Ackland. 

Plpmpton. 

Richard  Edgeorob, 
George  Treby. 

Honiton. 

William  Yonge, 

Sir  William  Pole. 

Tavistock. 

Sir  John  C<me, 

Sir  Francis  n.  Drake. 

Ashburton. 

Roger  Tuckfield, 
Richard  Reynell. 
Clijton.  Dartmouth, 
HarUness. 

John  FouodeSjjoo. 
Voi.  \lV  " 


Joseph  Ilearne. 

9 Berealstou. 
Laurence  Carter, 

St.  John  Brudrick. 
Tiverton. 

Sir  Edward  Nortiiey, 
Thomas  Bere. 

Doksetsbire. 
Thomas  Strangeways, 
George  Cbaffiu. 

Pootf. 

Sir  William  Lewen, 
GeoiRe  Trenchard. 

Dorchester. 

Sir  Nailianiel  Napier, 
Abrnliam  Janssen. 

Lpme-Regis. 

Jolin  Heiily, 

John  Burridge,jun. 

Wepmoulh. 

Daniel  Harvey, 
Edward  Harrison. 

Melcombe-Rcgis. 
William  Beiu, 
Tbomiu  Littleton. 
Bridport. 

Sir  Dewy  Bulkeley, 
Peter  Walter. 

Shaftesbury. 

Edward  Nicholas, 

Sir  E.  DesbouTerie. 

Wareham. 

Henry  Drai, 

George  Pitt,  jan. 

Corfe-Castle. 

Dennis  Bond, 

John  Bond. 

Dvbham,  County. 
Sir  John  Eden, 

John  Hed worth. 

Durham. 

Thomns  Conyers, 
George  Baker. 

Essex. 

Sir  R.  Child,  vise. 

Castlemain, 

Robert  Honywood. 

Colchester. 

Sir  Isaac  Ilebow, 
Richard  Ducane. 
Malden. 

Thomas  Braniston, 
Samuel  Tufihel. 

Haraich. 

Thomas  Heath, 

Sir  Philip  Parker. 

GLOUCESTERsniRE. 
Hon.  Henry  Berkeley, 
Edmond  Bray. 

Gloucester. 

John  Snell, 

Cliarles  Cos. 

Cirencester. 

Thomas  Mnisters, 
Benjamin  B.ithurst. 
Tewksbury. 

^WilU^  PQpdpjjifejl, 


T.  Gage,  vise.  Gage. 

HEREFOansIllBE. 
Richard  Hopcon, 

Sir  Thomas  Morgan, 
Sir  H.  Hoskins. 

Her^ord. 

Thomas  Foley, 

J.  Scudamore,  vise. 

Scudamore, 

H.  R.  Westfaling. 

Leomijisicr. 

Edward  Harley, 
William  Bateman.  ’ 
Weobly. 

Nicholas  Philpot, 

John  Birch. 

HEBTroRDSniRE. 

Sir  J.  II.  Sebright, 
Ralph  Freeman, 

St.  Albans. 

W.  Grimstone,  vise. 

Grmistone, 

Joshua  Lomax. 
Hertford. 

Sir  Thomas  Clerke, 
John  Boteler. 

Huntinoeponshibb. 
Robert  Pigot, 

John  Bigg. 

HanUngdon. 

Hon.  8.  W.  Montagu, 
E.  Id.  Hinchingbruke. 
Kent. 

Willinm  Delaune, 

Hon.  Jubn  Fane. 

Canterbury. 

John  Hardress, 

Sir  Thomas  Hales. 

Rochester. 

Sir  Thomas  Palmer, 

Sir  John  Jennings. 

Maidstone. 

Sir  T.  Colepeper, 

Sir  Barnbam  Rider. 

Queenborough, 

Col.  Tho.  King, 

Pliilip  Jranings. 

Lancashire. 

Sir  John  Bland, 
Richard  Shuttlewortb, 
Preston. 

Henry  Fleetwood, 

Sir  Henry  Houghton. 

Lancaster. 
Doddingtun  Braddyt, 
William  Ileysham, 
ffeailon. 

Sir  Francis  Leicester, 
William  Sliippon. 

Sir  Roger  Bradsbaigb, 
James  Barry,  earl  of 
Barrymore. 

Clithtro. 

Thomns  Lister, 

Edward  Hatvev.., 

■!,  .-U,  . 


LiverpooL 

Sir  Thomas  Johnson, 
Edward  Norris. 

Leicestershire. 

Sir  Jeffery  Palmer, 
Lord  W.  Manners. 

Sir  George  Benuuiont, 
Thomas  Noble. 

Lincolnshire. 

Sir  J.  Brownlow,  vise. 
Tyrcdnnel, 

Sir  W.  Massingbeard, 

Sir  John  Tirwit, 
Richard  Graotliaffl. 

Boston. 

Hrnry  Heron, 

Richard  Ellis. 

Great  Grimsby. 
Joseph  Banks, 

Sir  Robert  Chaplin, 
Arthur  Moor. 
Stamford. 

Hon,  Cl.arics  Cecil, 
Hon.  Charles  Bertie. 

Grantham. 

Edward  Rult, 

John  Heatheute. 

Middlesex. 

Hon.  James  Bertie, 
Hugh  Smithson. 

Westminster. 

Sir  Thomas^Cross, 
Hon.  E.  W.  Montagu. 

London. 

Sir  John  Ward, 

Sir  Thomas  Scawen, 
Peter  Godfrey, 

Robert  Heysbam. 

MONUOUTHSHtRE. 
Thomas  Lewis, 

John  Hunbury. 

Monmouth, 

Hon.  A.  Windsor. 

Norfole. 

Sir  Jacob  Asiley, 
Thomas  de  Grey. 

Norieich. 

Waller  Bacon, 

Robert  Brittife. 

Lynn-Regis. 

Sir  Charles  Turner, 
Robert  Walpole. 

Great  Turmoulh. 
George  England, 

Hon.  H.Townstnd. 

• Thetferd. 

John  Ward, 

Dudley  North. 

Castle,rising. 

Hon.  W.  Fielding, 

Col.  C.  Churchill. 
NoRT  BA  HPTON  SHIB 1 . . 
Sir  Jastinian  Isbam, 

, Tbotnai  Cvtwhght, 
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J.  FiU'Willianis,  emcl  Huroplirey  Walcor, 
Fitz-Williami,  SirR'ibeft  Ratmoiid, 
Charles  Parker.  Cnal  IVenlork. 

Tcan  of  Northampton.  William  Forrester, 
William  Wykes,  Sir  Humplirey  Briggs. 
G.  Montague,  earl  of  Bithop'i  Casllr. 

Halifax,  Charles  Mason, 

William  Wilmer.  Sir  iVIaither*  Oecker. 

Brackley.  SiissERSETsaiBE. 

Hon.  W.ligerloB,  Sir  W.  Wyudhatn, 

Paul  Meihuen.  William  Uellier. 

Higham  Ferrer).  BrisioJ. 

Hod.  Charles  Leigh,  Joseph  Earle, 
NoMiirMBESLaHD.  Sir  William  Daines. 
Aigeraooti  Seymour,  BalA. 

earl  of  Hertford.  John  Codrington, 

F.  Blake  Deluvail.  Rohtrt  Gay. 

Nerccustle  upon  Tyne,  B eilt. 

Sir  Wil'lam  Blacker,  William  Piers, 

Willinm  Wiightson.  Thomas  Edwards. 

Morpeth.  Taunton. 

Henry  Howard,  vise.  Sir  William  Pinsenr, 
Morpeth,  James  Smith. 

George  Carpenter.  Bridgaater. 

Benpickupon  Jiretd.  Thomas  Palmer, 

Grey  Neville,  Wiiham  Pitt. 

J.  Barrington  ScLute,  AfiiieArod. 

vise.  Barrington.  Sir  John  Trevelyan, 
Nottwohamshirs.  Hon  Robert  Hansel. 
Hon.  F.  Willoughby, 

William  Levita:  Wilham&Qamy. 

Nottingham.  Joto  Hopkins. 

John  PliSitre.  , MiUmrn  Port. 

Geo^eGrwory.  • J^«  Medheot, 

Bait  Record.  Charles  Stanhope. 

John  Digby,  „ Southamptok. 

Thomas  \Vhite.  George  Pitt, 

Nezoarktipon  Trent.  Nassau  Paulet. 

Richard  Sutton,  _ Wmc^ler. 
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ILymington. 

Richard  Chandler,  * 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll. 

Whiteeiurch. 

Lt.  Gen.  G.  Carpenter, 

John  Conduit. 


Hon.  Conyan  Darcy. 


Lord  William  Paelet. 


sir  E.  B. 

of  Oxford.  J'orUmouth. 

William  Bromley,  Sir  Edward  Earnly, 

Gwrge  Clarke,  LL.D.  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
c-  FrtrmoufA. 

Sir  John  Walter,  Anthony  Morgan, 

Thomas  Rowney.  sir  Theodore  Janssen, 

B'ooditoeA:.  William  Pliimer. 

William  Clayton,  Petersfidd. 

Thomas  Crisp.  Norton  Paulett, 

Banhury.  S.  Porgiter  Fuller. 

Sir  Jonathan  Cope.  Newport. 

Rotlasdsbibe.  WilliamSiephens, 

Daniel,  Id.  Finch,  ThomasStanwix. 

Sir  T.  Mackworth.  Stockbridge. 

Salop.  Thomas  Broderick, 

Sir  Robert  Corbet.  Col.  Martin  Bladen. 

Salop.  Neatoan. 

Corbet  Kynaston,  James  Worsley, 

Andrew  Corbet.  Sir  Elobert  Worsley. 

Bridgnorth.  Christ-Church. 

William  WJwlfltprp,. . ,Sif.,Peti!,t.IfleT^,. , , ^ 
John  Weaver.  rnncii  Gwyn. 


Andover. 

William  Guidott, 

Hon.  James  Brudencl.  Sir  Thuma.s  Miller, 
Staffobbshibe.  Henry  Kelsel. 


Haskmere. 

Sir  Nicholas  Carew. 
Sir  Montague  Blundel. 
Sussex. 

Hod.  Spencer  Comp* 
ton,  Speaker. 

James  Butler. 
CAi'fACTter. 


Henry  lord  Paget, 
lion.  W.  L.  Goner. 

LUthJitld. 

Samuel  Hill, 

Walter  Ciieltrynd. 
Stafford. 

WaJ.  Chetnyod,  visci 
Chetwynd. 

William  Chetwynd. 
Newcastle  under  Line. 
Sir  Bryan  Brouelitoq, 
Crew  Offly. 

Tamwurtk. 

Samuel  Bracebridge, 
William  log. 

StJFFOlE. 

SirThonias  Hanmer, 
Sir  Robert  Davers. 
Ipswich. 

Sir  W.  Thompson, 
Francis  Negus. 

Dunaich. 

Sir  Robert  Rich, 

Col.  Charles  lA>ng. 

Oiybrd. 

Clement  Cnrrance, 

Sir  Richard  Duke. 

Atdbarougl^ 

Samuel  Low, 

Walter  Plumer. 
Sudbury. 

Sir  Harvey  EUes, 
Thomas  Western. 

Eye. 

Edward  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Smith. 

St.  Ednundsbury. 
Carr,  Lord  Hervey, 
James  Reynolds. 

Svany. 

John  Walter, 

Sir  William  Senwen. 

Southwark. 

John  X.ade, 

Sir  Fisher  Tench. 


Horsham. 

Arthur  Ingram, 
Chartes  Eversfield. 
Midhurst. 

Alnn  vise.  Broderick, 
Sir  Richard  Mills, 
Lesces. 

Tliomas  Pelham, 

Sir  Philip  York. 

New-^tortham. 

Sir  Nathaniel  Gould, 
Francis  Chamberlain. 
Bramber. 

Sir  Richard  Googh, 
Edward  Minsbul. 
Steyning. 

Mai.  Gan.  J.  Pepper, 
William  Wallis. 

East’Grinttead. 
John  Conyers, 
E.Boyle,  vis.Sbannon. 
Arundel. 


Waswiceshiiie. 
Andrew  Archer, 
William  Peytoe. 
Coventry. 

Sir  Thomas  Samwel. 
Sir  Adolphus  Ougbton. 

Warwick. 

Hon.  D.  Greril, 
Wiliam  Colemore,jun. 

Westhobbland. 
lion.  James  Grahme, 
Daniel  Wilson. 
Appleby. 

Sir  Richard  Sandfbn), 
Thomas  Lutwyebc. 


New  Sarum. 
Edward  Lambert, 
Andrew  Duncomb. 

Wilton. 

John  London, 
Thomas  Pitt. 
Doainton. 

Charles  Longaeville, 
Gyles  Eyre. 

Hradm. 

George  Wade, 

John  Pitt. 

_ Heyfesbar^r. 

Paul  Dodnuuque.  ' WiUiam  Ash. 


George  Evelyn, 
William  Clayton. 

Ryegate, 
James  Cocks, 
Thomas  Jordan. 

Guilford. 
Morgan  Rnndyl, 
Arthur  Onslow. 
Gatfon. 
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K'estbuty. 

G.  Evans  .Id.Carbarrf, 
Cliarles  AHaason. 

CalM. 

Sif  Orlando  Bridgman, 
Ricirard  ChiswelT. 

Dniift. 

Joiiab  Diuon, 

B«nj.  Ilaskiii  Style*. 

Chippenham. 

Sir  Jolta  Eyies, 

Giles  Erie. 

JlislmeslFurv. 

Sir  Jolin  Ru^O'j 
Josepli  Addison, 
Fleetwood  Dormer. 

CrUklade. 
SirTliomasi^ad, 
Jacob  Sewbridge, 

Hod.  M.  D.  Ik^reton. 

BednriH. 

Stephen  Biss, 

Wiitiam  Sloper, 
Zu^ertAaU. 

Lt.  gen.  J.  R.  Webb, 
Jobo  Irory  Talbot. 

Old  Sarum. 


William  Aislabie. 

Richmond. 

John  York, 

Kichartf  Abel. 
Meydon. 

William  Poheney, 
Ilugb  Cholmeley. 

Boroui^hbriii^ 

Sir  Richard  Steel, 

Sir  Wilfred  Lawson. 
Matton. 

Hon.  T-  Wentw^^'y^ 
V.eiicwortli,  jun. 
Think. 

Thomas  Franklind, 
Thotnas  Pitt,  sen. 

AUboroagh. 

Wiliam  Jessop, 

Sir  William  Mouson. 

Sir  Cliarles  Hotham, 
Sir  Michael  Wharton. 

HhrlhaUerlon. 
Leooard  Smelt, 
CholmeW  Turner. 

Rontefrael. 

Sir  WilUam  L«wtber, 
Hugh  Bethel. 

CINQUE  PORTS. 
Sastines. 

Ardiibald  Hutcheson, 


Wottoa  Battel. 

Sir  James  Long, 

William  Norihey, 

..  H»r,  pdlim. 

Sir  Willtn.Humpbreys,  nA,J^ 

Gabriel  Roberts. 

WoacisTERsnrRE. 

Sir  John  Paokingtoii,  oanawKn 

Sir  Thooutt  Littleton.  Sir  Thomas  Daeth, 
Worceeur.  Sir  George  Oiendon. 


Hon.  Geo.  Berkley, 
Henry  Fumese. 
Sandmich. 


WoTceeUr. 
Thomas  Wylde, 
Samuel  Swift, 
Samuel  Sandys. 

Drmttcich, 
Richard  Foley, 
Ed.  W.  Jeffreys. 


Grey  James  Grove. 

IOKE8B1EE. 

H.Dawney,vis«.Duwn, 
Sir  Arthur  Kay. 

York. 

Sir  William  Robinson, 
Tobias  Jeiikms. 

Kingtton  apen  Bali. 
Sir  W.  St.  Quinton, 
Nathaniel  Rogers. 

Kntretbortiigk. 
Robert  Hitch, 

Hon.  Rich.  Arundel. 

5e«r6(»r(it^A. 
William  Tbompeon, 
John  Huogerii^ 
R^IpOB. 

John  Ai^ahie,' I--F- : - 


Hythe. 

Jacob  des  Buuverie, 
Sir  Samuel  Leonard. 

NeBi-Romn^, 

Sir  Robert  Furnese, 
Edward,  vise.  Sonds. 
Rye. 

Sir  John  Norris, 
Philip  Gibbon. 

^^nchet^ea. 

Robert  Bristow, 

G.  Bubb  Doddington. 

iSeafbrd. 

George  Naylor, 

Hon.  Henry  Pelham. 

WALES. 

Abclssu. 

Owen  Meyrick. 


Hon.  Henry  Bertie. 

W.  Gwyn  Vaughan. 

Brecon  Town. 
Roger  Jones. 

CaanieaH. 
:G««D'Brig«toickJ  'i-'  ^ 


Cardigan  Town. 
Stephen  Parry. 

CaEaHARTiteH. 

Sir  TItomss  Stepney. 

Caermarthen  Town, 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Cabka«vob. 

John  Griffith. 
CanwrwB 

Thomn^Wj^ng. 

Densiob. 

Waikiii  W.  Wynn. 

Denbigh  Toain, 
John  Roberts. 

Sir  Roger  Mostyn, 
Flint  Town. 
Thomas  Eaton. 

Glamoeoah, 

Sir  Charles  Keymis. 

Cardiffe  Town. 

Sir  Edward  Siradling. 

Mebionetb. 
Richard  Vaughan. 

Montoouebt. 
Uon.  Price DevereuE. 

Montgomery  Toam, 
John  Pugh, 

Sir  Arthur  Owen. 

Ponbroke  Town. 
Thomas  Ferrers. 

Hiroeiford  Wttl. 

Sir  John  Philips, 
Rachob. 

Sir  Richard  Fowler. 


SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen, 

Sir  Alex.  Cuouning. 
Air. 

John  Montgomery. 

Sir  James  Campbell. 
Bamff’. 

Alex.  Abercromby. 

George  Bailie, 

Sir  Robert  Gordon. 

Netrs  and  Cromartie. 
Alex.  Urquhart. 

Dumbarton. 

Hon.  John  Campbell. 

Dui^ries. 

Sir  Willit 
Edinburgh. 

John  Baird,  jun. 
Elgin. 

Alexander  Brodie. 

Fife. 

Sir  John  Anstnither. 

Former. 

James  Scot. 


Haddington. 

John  Cockbum. 

Jobn  Forbes. 

EiRcardia. 

James  Scott. 
KinroeiandClacmunan 
V.'jiiiaiD  Dougins. 

Kireudbriehi. 
Alexander  Murray. 

Lord  Arch. Hamilton. 

Linlithgow. 

Sir  J.  Cunningham. 

Orknn  and  Zetland. 
James  hfodie,  jun, 
Peebles. 

Alexander  Murray. 
Perth. 

Lord  James  Murtny. 
Renfrew. 

Sir  RoberiPoUock. 
Rots. 

Hon.  C.  Russ 
RorfrarpA. 

William  Douglas,  tun. 

Selkirk. 

John  Pringle. 

S'(ir/f7ig. 

Mungo  Haldane. 

Sutherland. 

Sir  William  Gordon. 

WiglOUH. 

Hon,  John  Stuart. 

Edinburgh  CUy. 
Jobn  Campbell. 
Burghs  qf  Kirkwall,^. 
Robert  Monro. 

Forlrose,  ^c. 
William  StewarL 
Elgin,  4'c. 

John  Campbell. 

Aberdren,  /^c. 

John  Middleton. 

Forfar,  ^c. 

Patrick  Haldane. 

Craill,  ^c. 

Philip  Austruthsr. 

Dysarl,  ^e. 

Hon.  William  Ker. 

InvirkUhen,  ls<. 
Henry  Cunningham, 
Glasgow,  4'C. 

Daniel  Campbell. 
Haddington,  4'e. 
Jubnston.  Sir  jaines  Dalrympte. 
Selkirk,  Ac. 

Hoii.  Col.  G.  Douglas. 

Vuui/Ties,/rc. 
Alexander  Ferguson. 
Uiginua.ia. 

Pauick  Vane. 

Tliomas  Kennedy. 


Spencer  Compton,  esq.  chosen  Speaker.]  The 
Goriqmb*  'Iteing  A'tmed.ce  Huase, 
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The  Earl  of  Uortfird,  wn  and  heir  ap^rent 
to  the  duke  of  Somerset,  said  ; That  the  House 
having  received  his  majesty's  commands  to 
turn,  and  immediately  choose  a Speaker;  al- 
thoogli  he  was  bimsclfyery  unficto  recommend 
any  person  ; yet  he  should  take  upon  him  to 
name  one.  of  whAc  aliilities  and  virtues,  he 
thought,,  no  one  need  hetier  contmced, 
though  it  very  ill  became  him  to  *®commenil : 
and  thereupon  the  iion.  Spencer  Cnmpu..  “S'!- 
who  bad  already  madeknown  bis  experience  i., 
the  liouse,  and  "iven  so  many  occasions  of  knuw- 
iup  Ills  alnliiies  in  every  thing  of  that  kind  ; 
and  as  be  bad  already,  with  the  greatest  honour, 
hll^  the  chair  Ilf  the  committee  of  privileges 
and  election*,  which,  next  to  that  of  the  Speak- 
er's, is  ii.e  iiigliest  we  have ; there  was  no  occa- 
sion to  say  inure  of  him  ; and  therefore  moved, 
that  Spencer  Compton,  tsq.  might  take  the 
chair  ol'tlie  house. 

Loril  Find,"  son  and  heir  apparent  to  the 
eiirl  iifNcitoiigham,  said,  “That,  after  the  ho- 
nourable mention,  nbich'the  noble  member 
]iad  been  pleased  to  make  of  Mr.  Compton, 
whose  abilities  were  so  well  known  to  every 
gentleman  iiMhe  house,  his  addition  would  he 
a inis-speiiding  of  time  : but,  however,  on  this 
occasion,  be  could  nut  but  take  notice  of  him, 
as  be  was  a person  descended  of  a very  aoble 
and  honourable  family,  in  all  times  famous  for 
their  steady  adherence  to  the  constitution  in 
church  and  state;  for  their  inviolable  loynity 
to  a deserving  master,  though  an  unfortunate 
rince;  that  be  had  eminently  distinguished 
imself  in  the  true  interest  of  lus  enumry,  hy 
his  driiily  adhering  to,  and  supporting  with  re- 
solution, those  measures,  that  were  necessary 
ti^maiotain  ilie  protestant  succesaioD,  when  in 
the  utmost  danger;  upon  which  aliiue  the  secu- 
rity of  the  churcii  of  England,  the  protestant 
religion  abroad,  and  the  liberties  of  bis  country, 
could  depend;  without  which,  they  might  not 
have  had  an  opportunity  tliis  day  to  choose  ^ 
Speaker:  That,  hy  these  virtuee,  and  his  great 
abilities  in  parliamentary  atfairs,  he  had  so  well 
deserved  of  liis  country,  as  to-  merit  all  marks 
ofesteein  that  they  could  shew  him:  that  he  had 
already  discharged  Ihe  duty  ot  the  second  chair, 
when  intrusted  with  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  Commons,  with  such  temper,  candour, and 
impartiuliiy,  as  must  satisfy  every  gentleman  in 
the  house,  cliat  he  will  support  the  dignity  6f 
tlie  chair,  and  shew  hiinselt  entirely  equal  to 
the  trust  they  should  repose  in  him.  Unless 
such  merit  Rlis  the  cliair,  in  vain  would  it  be  for 
a Speaker,  at  the  bar  of  another  house,  to  insist 
upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliaments, 
freedom  of  speech,  and  liberty  of  debating ; 
for  it  would  ever  he  in  the  breast  of  a Speaker 
(0  obstruct  that  freedom  of  speech  which  the 
crown  has  not  a right  to  deny  : since,  there- 
fore, to  complete  his  character,  he  has  already 
distinguished  himself  by  these  virtues,  so  ne- 
cessary to  every  »ne  who  is  to  preside  in  a 


*Fiir  a htoCTnpliical  account  of  him.  see 
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free  assembly,  he  begged  leave  to  second  the 
motion.” 

Then  Mr.  Compton  stood  up  iu  his  place, 
and  said,  “ That  excuses  upon  these  occasions 
we.'e  generality  so  much  suspecind,  thatnutuith- 
stsndjng  the  just  sense  he  liad  of  bis  own  inuhi- 
lities,  he  should  have  chose  to  have  sat  silent, 
and  submitted  himstir  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
house,  had  nothing  hut  his  own  repuiaiion,  how- 
ever dear  that  was  in  liim,  been  concerned  in 
I the  decision  of  thh  question : but  wlien  he  con- 
sui,.  future  prosperity  nnil  tranquil- 
lity of  this  euiirclv  denand  ..n 

many  difficult  and  impnrtantpoints,  which  must 
necessarily  come  under  the  consideration  of  this 
parliament,  lie  must  own  he  trembled,  lest  the 
just  expeciutioi)  the  nation  liad  of  relief,  of  se- 
curity, and  of  future  happiness,  from  the  deli- 
buratiiins  of  this  house  of  Commons,  should  be 
any-wuys  ubsiructecl,  if  not  disappointed,  hy 
his  want  ofcapacity  ; and  that  be  should  there- 
fore think  himself  iiiexciisalle,  did  he  not  lay 
before  gentlemen  bow  unequal  he  tound  himself 
Co  so  great  a weight : and  since  there  were  so 
many  geiitlemen  in  this  house  (he  might  venture 
Co  say  there  never  were  more  in  any  bouse  of 
Commons),  whqse  experience,  added  to  their 
abilities,  did  fitly  qualily  them  to  promote  those 
great  and  good  purposes,  which  he  was  sure, 
every  gentleman  in  the  house  proposed  for  ilio 
service  of  his  couu'ry,  from  the  determinatioa 
of  this  parliament,  he  should  hope  he  might  be 
allowed  to  sit  down,  perfertiy  satisfied  with  the 
honour  ofhaviiig  heenqiroposed  by  two  honour- 
able persons,  who  were  the  ntiiaiiienis  of  the 
last  parliament ; and  whose  steady  adliereiice 
to  the  true  interest  of  their  country  added  a 
lustre  even  to  their  birth  : and  that  gentlemen 
would  agree  on  some  other  person,  whose  greater 
abilities  would  enable  him  to  discharge  this 
high  trust,  with  reputation  to  himself)  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  public.” 

But,  the  house  calling  upon  Mr.  Compton, 
“ To  the  chair;”  he  was  token  out  of  bis  place 
by  the  earl  of  Hartford,  and  the  lord  Finch, 
who  led  him  from  the  bar  of  the  house,  up  to 
the  cliair : where  upon  the  steps,  he  said, 
“ chat  the  undeserved  honour  he  had  received, 
by  being  brought  thus  far,  require  the  utmost 
return  of  gratitude  to-  the  fihole  house,  nnd  hia 
most  hearty  thanks  to  every  member  of  it;  and 
would  scop  him  from  farther  insisting  on  his 
own  insufficiency,  lest  be  should  be  thought  Co 
censure  the  judgment  of  the  house:  the  real 
sense  of  his  own  weakness  still  urged  him  to  in- 
treat gentlemen  to  desist  from  so  improper  a 
choice;  and  to  give  him  leave  to  return  to  his 
former  seat,  where  the  errors  he  might  commie 
could  be  only  unfortunate  to  himself ; whereas, 
in  the  chair,  they  might  be  prejudicial  to  the 
whole  kingdom.” 

But  the  house  cried,  No,  no : whereupon 
Mr.  Compton  took  the  chair ; and,  llie  mace, 
which  before  lay  under  the  table,  being 
laid  upon  the  table,  he,  standing  up,  said, 
“ though  the  house  would  not  allow  of  bis  ex- 
‘ciis^j  Mfrdp^thdy  Wbu7d‘'iib'jiWakd  topermil 
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bim  to  intere^e  with  his  majesty  to  comnAmd 
them  to  proceed  to  aoulber  election.”  The 
tneiohen  cried,  No,  no ; and  thereopoo  he  aai 
down  in  the  chair. 

The  Speaker'!  Speech  on  being  presented  and 
eppntved  ut'.]  MaKliSl.  The  kiii);  cume  to 
the  House  of  Lord.-<  with  [lie  usual  solemnity  ; 
and  iliR  gf  (Tnmmoiis  aitendiii^  the 

elect  addressed  his  majCj.j, ." ' 

" idey  ii  please  yourmajesty;  The  Commons 
orGreatBriiaiii,in  parliament  assembled,  have, 
in  ahedience  to  your  majesty's  command,  pro* 
ceeded  lo  the  choice  of  their  Speaker ; and 
DOW  attend,  with  all  humility,  to.pr&seni  me  to 
vnur  mujesty,  as  the  effect  of  that  choice, 
it  must  lie  very  surprisut);  to  your  majesty,  that, 
from  nmoDgse  so' many  honourable,  learned, 
and  oiirthy  persous,  who  are  every  wnyqualllied 
u rliw:iiAfKe  this  trusi,  any  tiling  could  in- 
duce vuur  Comuions  to  present  me  Tor  yourma* 
jestv’s  appriiha'ion,  who  have  none  of  thuse 
endow  ocnis  necessary  firr  the  execution  of  this 
iinponant  I'hargr  : I b.ive  iic^iber  memory  to 
reiaiii.  |l■dgnlent  to  c»Urc<,  nur  skill  Co  guide, 
their  rlimatr-;  >i  ir  can  I boast  of  any  tiling 
iliac  could  entitle  me  <n  ih<-  favoi  of  <he  Cnm- 
luons.  hut  an  unsliaken  fidelityrn  the  Protestant 
succe-siou.  Th.s.  Sir,  to  your  fmaiful  Commons 
supplied  ilie  vantof  all  qualifications  : by  this 
first  •.tep,  thry  drsigo  to  convince  the  world, 
Ihnt  B steady  adherence  to  ihe  interest  of  inur 
majescy's  royal  liniise  is  the  only  recommenda- 
tion til  the  invuur  of  Oie  Commons.  This  your 
Coinmniis  hope,  may  he  B.inie  excuse  for  their 
pre-'mme  to  piesent  to  your  mujesty  a person, 
whose  in'>uS''ieDcy  renders  him  so  improper  for 
them  fi  elect,  or  for  your  majesty  to  approve ; 
But  ihough  your  msieeiy  should  be  graciniitly 
please  d to  allow  tins  ns  a justilicaiiou  for  your 
Coiiiinnns : yet  I tlmuld  be  unparduiiahle,  did 
1 nut,  with  nil  Imiiiihty,  ropresenc  to  your  ma- 
jesty, that,  though  my  zeal  be  great,  my  inlir- 
mitics  are  gieater.  This  employment  requires 
a man  of  better  uuderscaoding,  and  stronger 
judguienc,  than  1 aminnsterof:  T am  there- 
fore an  humble  suitor  to  your  majesty,  to  ac- 
qept  my  excuse  ; and  to  c.uramand  the  knights, 
citizens,  and  burgesses,  to  return  to  their  House, 
and  there  to  make  choice  of  some  fitter  person 
to  discharge  this  great  trust,  ou  the  due  execu- 
tion whereof  the  public  welfare  so  much  de- 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  taking  directions 
from  his  majesty,  said, 

“ Gentlemen  ofthe  House  of  Commons ; — 
I am  to  acquaint  you,  by  bis  majesty’s  com- 
mand, that  his  majesty  is  perfectly  well' satisfied 
with  the  choice  yuubave  made  of  Mr.  Compton 
to  beyourSpeaker ; and  therefore  his  majesty 
doth  allow  of,  and  confirm  you,  Mr.  Cuuiptou, 
to  be  Speaker  of  ilic  House  of  Commons.’' 

Tb~n  the  Speaker  said, 

“ Since  it  is  not  your  majesty's  pleuure  to 
admit  my  excose  ; it  is  my  dutr  M submit,  and 
oheaiftilly  to'  ttnitei-gc, 


majesty  and  cheComiunni  have  been  pleased  to 
lay  on  me ; having  an  entire  confidence  in 
ynur  majesty's  goodnea  fur  pardon  for  my 
errors  and  infirmities,  at  least  that  they  may 
not  be  imputed  to  your  faithful  Ci>romons  s Ou 
whose  behalf  I lay  claim,  by  humble  petition  to 
your  majesty,  to  all  llieir  ancient  rights  and 
piivileges  ; particularly,  that  they  may  have 
privil^e  from  arrests,  and  disturbance,  for 
tneir  estates,  and  servants,  liberty  of 

speech  for  thd  better  managemeDt  of  their  de- 
bates, and  free  access  to  your  majesty’s  royal 
person,  as  occasiou  shall  r^uire.” 

Then  the  Xord  CAanceffor  receiving  further 
direciiuns  from  his  majesty,  said, 

*'  Mr.  Speaker ; 1 am  commandod  by  his 
tnaje-ty  to  say,  that  his  majesty,  being  fully  as- 
sured of  the  prudeuce,  loyalty,  andgood  atfec- 
nous,  of  the  House  of  Comuious,  dues  mnst 
williugly  grant  to  them  nil  theirprivil^es,  in  at 
full  n manner  as  tliey  have  at  any  lime  been 
granted  or  allowed  by  any  of  his  majesty's 
royal  predecessors.  And  as  to  wbnt  you  have 
prayed  in  relation  to  yourself,  his  majesty  will 
liegracii'Usly  pleased  to  put  the  he<t  and  most 
favourable  construction  upon  your  words  and 
ncti'ins,  in  exerurion  of  this  great  trust,  at 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  t'ominons  ; being 
satisfied,  by  your  past  enndiici,  ol  your  good 
intentions  und  zeiJ  for  his  service,  and  tue  true 
interest  of  your  country,  and  of  yeur  experience 
AUil  nbilities  in  the  business  of  piirlimnents." 

The  Kin^s  Speech  on  opening  the  Session.] 
Then  bis  imye^ty  nasplensed  to  say, 

'<  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  have  order- 
ed my  lord  chancellor  to  declare  Co  you  in  my 
name  and  words,  the  causes  of  colling  dm  par- 

Thrn  the  Lord  Chancellor,  recei  'ng  direor 
tions  from  his  mujesty,  said, 

“ My  Lords,  and  Gentlemeu  His  majesty 
hath  cuminnnded  we  to  declare  to  yu'i  the 
causes  of  his  callng  this  parliament,  as  they  are 
contained  in  this  his  majesty's  idueC  gracluus 
Speech,  now  deliverer)  iuCo  my  hands  by  bis 
majesty,  from  the  throne. 

“ My  Lords,  mid  Gentlemen  ; This  being 
the  first  opportuuitytliat  1 have  bnd  of  meeting 
my  people  in  parliament,  since  it  pleased  Al- 
mighty God,  of  bis  good  Providence,  to  call  me 
to  the  ibrona  of  my  ancestors,  I luost  gladly 
make  use  of  it,  to  thank  my  faithful.aiid  loving 
subjects  for  that  zeal  and  firmness  that  liatb 
been  shown  iu  defence  of  the  Protestoac  suc- 
cession, against  ail  the  open  and  secret  prac- 
tices cW  have  been  used  to  defeat  it  i and  I 
shall  never  forget  the  nbligitions  I have  to 
those  who  have  distiaguisbed  themselves  upon 
this  occasion. 

“ It  were  to  be  wisher!,  tliat  the  unparalleled 
racccsses  of  a war,  which  was  so  wisely  and 
cheerfully  supported  by  this  uaiion,  io  order  to 
I procure  a good  peace,  bad  bMn  attended  with 
k'siljllib}d''alcAi^^as’i>u^^  coucein 
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t muit  tell  joa,  ihuCsome  conditi'jni,  even  of 
this  peace,  esteo’inl  to  the  sewrit;  end  (ride 
of  Great  Briulo,  are  not  dulj  eaecuced  ; 
and  tlio  penormoAce  of  the  oholema;  he  look- 
ed apoo  B«  precarious,  uotil  tveshallhavelorni' 
ed  defensive  ailiiuices  to  guaranty  the  present 

“ Ttie  Pretender,  vrliosuU  resides  in  Lorraio, 
tbreaiens  to  disturb  us : and  boasts  of  (be  as- 
sistance wUicb  be  stiU  especu  here,  to  repair 
bis  former  disappointments. 

“ A greet  pan  of  our  trade  is  remlercd  im- 
practirabie : this,  if  not  retrieved,  most  destroy 
our  miuuf^ctures,  and  ruin  our  navigation. 

“The public  debts  are  very  great,  and  sup- 
priainglj  increased,  even  since  the  fatal  cessa- 
tinn  ofarms.  My  first  care  was,  to  prevent  a 
Tariber  increase  of  these  debts,  by  paying  off 
forthwith  a great  number  of  ships,  which  bad 
been  kept  in  pay  when  there  was  no  occasion 
for  continuing  such  ail  expeuce. 

Gcoiiemrn  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I rely  on  you  for' such  supplies  as  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  our  allairs  ret^oiie  for  this 
year’s  service,  aud  for  the  support  of  the  public 
faiili : (he  estimates  shall  be  laid  before  you, 
that  you  may  consider  ofihem  i and  what  you 
sbuil  jedge  'necesaary  for  your  safety,  I swl 
think  sudicienl  forunne. 

“ 1 doubt  not  but  you  will  coucur  with  me 
in  opiniou,  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to 
the  support  of  the  credit  of  the  nation,  than  a 
strict  observance  uf  alt  parliamentary  engage- 

“ The  branches  of  the  revenue,  formerly 
granted  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government, 
are  so  far  incumWred  and  alienated,  that  the 
rodoce  of  the  funds  which  remain,  and  have 
eeii  granted  to  me,  will  fail  much  short  of 
what  was  at  first  designed  for  maintainiog  tlic 
honour  and  digmtv  of  tlie  crown:  aud  since  it 
is  my  happiness  (as  I am  confident  you  think 
it  yuurs)  t>)  see  a Prince  of  M’aies,  who  may  in 
due  time  succeed  me  on  the  throne,  and  to  see 
him  bles.ved  wi(h  many  children,  Che  best  nod 
most  valuable  pledges  of  our  enre  and  concern 
fur  your  prosperity,  this  must  occasion  an  ez- 
peiice,  Cci  whicii  the  nation  bos  not  of  many 
years  been  accustomed,  but  such  as  surely  oo 
man  nill  grudge;  aud,  therefore,  I do  nnti 
doubt  but  you  will  think  of  it  with  that  af- 
fection which  I liave  ceason  to  hope  lor  from  you. 

“ My  lords  nod  gentlemen, 

The  eyes  of  nil  Europe  ute  upon  you, 
waitiug  tlie  issue  of  this  fint  seasiou.  Let  uo 
unhappy  divisions  of  parties  here  at  home, 
divert  you  from  pursuing  the  common  interest 
of  yo<ir  country.  Let  no  wicked  insinuations 
disnuiet  the  minds  uf  my  subjects.  The  esta- 
blisried  oonstituiion,  is  charch  ami  slate,  shall 
he  (lie  rule  of  my  government ; tho  happiness, 
ease,  and  prospemyofmy  people,  shall  u the 
chief  careof  my  Ide.  Those  who  assist  nae,  in 
currying  on  these  measurGS,  I shall  always 
esteera  my  heatfrieuds  ; and  i doobt  not  but 
that  Ishi^  ^ 'Wldej  Uta 


disappoint  the  designs  of  chose  wlvi  would  de- 
prive me  uf  tbftt  blessing  which  1 mi’sc  valoe, 
the  adeccioi)  of  my  people.” 

Which  being  ended,  his  majesty  was  pleas- 
ed to  withdraw  ; and  tlie  Commons  returued  to 
jheir  Uouse. 

The  Lordf  Addrdt.]  M:sfch  22.  The  Duke 
of  Bolton  reported  from  ihp  Lnfoa  ^^muiittees 
appointed  to  draw  an  address,  to  bo  presents 
to  his  majesty,  “ That  they  had  drown  un 
address  accordingly,  as  fuilows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  I/irds  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  bi^  leave  Co  present  to 
your  majesty  most  humble  and  liearty  thanks, 
for  your  majesty’s  most  gracious  speech  to 
your  houses  of  parliament ; nnd  to  assure  your 
■nujesty,  that  although  we  met  together  widi 
hearts  deeply  sensible  of  the  goodness  of  divine 
Proviilence  to  us,  in  bringingyour  majeeiy  with 
' safety,  and  at  so  criticol  a Juncture,  tu  the 
throne  of  your  ancestors,  yet  we  could  not  but 
become  still  more  alTected  widi  that  inestimable 
blessing,  when  we  heard  so  very  afiectionate 
expressions  from  your  majesty  cowards  yoor 
people;  so  clear  and  full  assurances,  from  a 
Prince  of  such  known  honour  anil  justice,  chat 
the  established  constitotion  in  church  and 
state  shall  be  the  rule  of  your  government ; 
and  so  just  and  tender  a concern  for  our  not 
having  obtained  those  advantages  by  cbe  peace, 
which  would  have  been  but  a suitable  conclu- 
sion to  so  glorious  and  successful  a war;  nor 
as  yet  a due  execution  of  some  conditions, 
even  ofthec  peace,  essential  to  the  security  end 
trade  of  this  kingdom. 

We  are  affected  with  wonder,  ns  well  os 
with  a just  reseatineiit,  that  a Pretender  to 
your  nmjescy’s  crown  should  be  yet  permitted 
CO  reside  so  near  your  duminious;  especially 
after  his  public  boasting  of  an  assistance  be 
expects  here,  aud  his  avowing  adesign  toinvade 
ibis  your  majesty’s  kingdom. 

“ We  are  but  too  sensible  (hat  our  trade  is 
rendered  impracticable  in  cbe  most  valuable 
brauebes  of  it,  and  of  the  ill  effects  that  must 
have  upon  our  manufactures  and  navigation ; 
but  your  majesty  may  be  assured,  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  on  our  part,  that  may  any  way  con- 
duce to  the  retrieving  it. 

“ These  and  other  difficulties  yonr  majesty 
Italh  met  with  on  your  accession  to  the  crown 
(and  which,  we  must  observe,  injustice  to  your 
wisdom  and  fiiresigbt,  woulii  have  been  pre- 
vented had  your  opinion  beeu  followed),  we 
must  confess,  are  very  great  and  discuuraging : 
However  we  ilu  not  doubt  but  tliat  your  ma- 
jesty, assisted  by  tills  parliament,  zealous  for 
your  governmeiit,  and  the  safety  and  honour 
of  their  country,  may  he  alilc  to  take  such 
futriier  measures,  as  will  secure  ivhat  is  due 
tu  us  by  treaties,  ease  our  dahia,  preserve  the 
pablk  credit,  restore  our  trade,  extineuisb 
the  very  faopeeof  the Preteader,  and  recover 
'flteT&j»tl^uaofthiB'lcingd<)lB''ii^'fareign  ports: 
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tbe  loss  oF  which,  we  hope  to  convince  the 
worirt  hy  our  actions,  is  by  no  means  to  be  iin- 
pnted  Co  tbe  nation  in  raneral. 

“ Anri  these  good  enc»  cbiinot  tail  of  being 
obtained,  by  your  majesty’s  pursuing  with  sieh- 
diness,  os  you  hate  begun,  the  true  interest  of 
this  your  obedient  and  affeCTioiiate  people : 
and  your  majesty  inny,  by  God’s  blessing, 
riepeird  that  in  conjunction  with  so  loyal 
a parliament,  you  dtili  be  able  to  lay  foundations 
that  can  neter  be  motcd,  not  only  of  tbe  seen* 
riiy  and  glory,  but  even  of  the  ease  and  tran- 
quillity of  your  government,  and  that  of  your 
majesty’s  posterity  i for  which  we  o9«r  up  oor 
most  ardent  prayers,  that  it  may  for  ever  con- 
tinue to  reign  after  your  tnajesiy  on  tlie  throne 
of  these  kingdoms,  and  in  tlie  heansofa  peo- 
ple truly  happy,  and  fully  sensibkof  their  being 
so.” 

DiMe  thireon.']  As  soon  as  the  Address 
had  lieen  read,  there  rose  a great  debate  about 
the  follr^ving  expressions,  “And  recover  the 
reputation  ofthis  kingdom  in  foreign  parts  f 
the  loss  of  which  we  hope  td  convince  the 
world  by  our  acti'ins,  is,  by  no  means,  to  be 
imputed  to  the  nation  in  general.”  The  lord 
Trevor  (a),  lord  Bolingt-rohe  (b),  the  earl  of 
Strafford  (c),  dukes  of  Unckingiiam  fd,',  and 
Shrewsbury  fey,  earl  of  Anglcsea,  the  arch- 
bishop of  York  r/,)  tbe  bishops  of  London  (g) 
nod  Bristol  (h),  excepted  ngaintt  that  clause, 
alledging,  “ that  the  same  was  injurimu  to  the 
late  queen's  memory,  and  even  clnshine  with 
that  part  of  bis  majwty’s  speech  wliich  fccom- 
roeiiaed  to  both  houses,  the  avoiding  tbe  nn- 
happy  divisions  of  partias.” 

The  Lord  Bolinglriikc  exprtased  the  deepest 
concern  fur  tbe  memory  of  tbe  late  queen, 
which,  he  said,  “ he  would  do  all  in  bis  power 
to  vindicate ; that  be  had  the  honour  to  be  oneof 
her  servants,  and  if  be  hod  bad  done  any  thine 
amiss  he  would  be  contented  to  be  punished 
for  it;  but  that  be  thought'  it  very  hnrd  to  be 
censured  and  condemned  without  being  heard.” 
Uis  lordship  added,  “that  his  present  majesty 
bad  several  times  expressed  a great  respect  and 
tenderness  for  the  hce  quaen’e  memory;  and 
was  a prince  of  so  great  wisdum,  equity,  and 


("a^Creaied  a peer,  31st  December,  1711, 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  common  pleas  at  the 
queen^death,  but  removed  SSth  October,  1714, 
and  succeeded  by  sir  Peter  Ring. 

(0)  Secretary  ofState  at  queen  Anne’s  death, 
but  removed  on  tbe  accession  of  king  George. 

feJOne  of  lire  Plenipotentiariesat  the  treaty 
of  Dtrecfat. 

(dj  President  of  tbe  counrii  at  the  accession 
of  king  George,  hut  removed  and  succeeded  by 
Daniri,  earl  of  Nottingham. 

(e)  Lord  High  Treasurer  at  the  queqn’s 
deatk. 

Sir  William  Dawes,  bart. 

(g)  Dr.  John  Robinson,  a PlenipotcntiBiy 
to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

(k)  Or.  ' 'i-'-.rr-.n 


I.  1713. — The  King'i  Anneer.  [dO 
jnsiice,  that  he  was  sore  bis  majesty  wnold  not 
condemn  any  man,  without  hearing  what  ha 
hud  tosay  forhiinself;  thatsu  august  an  as- 
sembly ought  to  imitate  so  great  a nactern.” 
And  upon  these  end  other  reasons,  uis  lord- 
ship  moved, “That  the  words  ‘ recover,’ 3cc. 
might  be  uofreued  into  those  of  ‘ meintain  the 
reputation  of  this  kingdom,’  and  that  the  rest  uf 
the  paragraph  might  be  left  out.” 

The  Sari  o(  Slraffi>rd  also  excepted  against 
Uutt  clause,  urgiug,  “ that  the  same  would  ex- 
pose the  boBour  of  the  oation  abroad,  which 
he  wns  sure,  hod  solTered  no  dimiuutioii  during 
bis  negociatioDS.” 

The  Duke  of  Shreivtbury  suid,  “ tliat  cha 
House  uf  Peers  ought,  on  all  occasions,  to  be 
most  tender  of tlie  bniiour  and  dignity  of  tlie 
crown,  from  which  they  derive  their  own  ho- 
nour and  luvtre ; that  therefore,  when  the  like 
clause  was  inserted  in  an  Address  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  the  late  queen,  upon  tbe  death 
ofkingVrilliam*,  he  had  expressed,  to  several 
members  oflhnt  house,  his  dhlike  onr,becatis« 
.it  reflected  on  the  memory  of  that  prince ; and 
for  the  same  reason  he  wns  ngainst  the  said 
clause.— These  were  answered  ny  the  marquis 
ofWbnrtOftjf  the  lord  Cowper,J  the  earls  of 
Nottingham  and  Aytesfurd,  and  the  duke  of 
Devuiisbire ; who  expressed  all  respect  and 
reverence  for  the  late  quecu’s  memory,  bat  dis- 
ringnUhed  between  Iter  and  her  ministry  ; and 
maintained  tbe  clause  in  question  by  argnmeiits 
drawn  ftom  the  mismanagements  of  tbe  lattei’, 
hinted  at  in  bis  majesty’s  speec  h,  l.rrrd  Cowper 
said,  “ I’bey  did  hot  condemn  any  pnrticular 
person,  but  only  tbepeace  in  general,  because 
titey  felt  die  ill  consequences  of  it;  that  they 
who  advised  and  mode  snch  a peace,  deserved 
indeed  to  be  censured,  but  that  the  words  in 
the  Address  being  genecal,  no  private  person 
was  oiFected  by  them  : and  that  tbe  alteration 
of  the  word  ‘ recover' into  that  of  ‘ maintain,’ 
would  signify  no  more  cowards  the  jnstificstioa 
of  the  guilty,  than  the  word  ‘ recover’ towards 
the  condemnncion  ofthe  innoceot.”  Then  the 
question  being  pot,  whether  the  Address  should 
^ recommitted  or  not,  the  negative  carried  it. 
by  a majority  of6C  votes  against  S3. 

7?ie  Ring’s  Aata-cr  to  the  Lord*'  Addreu.] 
March  33.  The  House  of  Lords  in  a body 
presented  tbe  said  Address  to  the  king,  who  re* 
turned  the  following  Answer; 

“My  lords;  I thank  yon  heartily  for  thh 
Address.  Your  duty  and  loyalty  tci  me  can 
nevefTie  better  expressed,  ibnn  by  shewing  a 
jUsc  concern  for  the  repocatioo  and  interest  of 
tbenation;  smce'I  have  no  other  thought,  or 
view,  but  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  my  people.” 


* Sec  the  .Address,  with  the  division  thereon, 
vnl.  0,  p.  46. 

t Appointed  Lord  Privy  Seal, September  SJ, 
1714,  in  tbe  room  oftbeearl  of  Dartnmuth, 

I Appointed  Lord  Cbanoellor.  September  39, 
; 1714iU'iw4be'Vaditt«f  Dsd'IMfootirt; 
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The  Commoiu'  Jddreu."^  March  2Sd.  Tbe 
Speaker  having  reported  to  the  Uouae  the 
king'*  Speech  : 

Mr.  Robert  Wolpole  made  a speech  in  vrliich 
he  set  furtli  theorem  happiness  of  these  nations 
bjr  his  roaj^ty’s  seasonable  accession  to  the 
cronn ; ran  through  the  mismanagements  of 
the  four  last  preceding  years;  and  concluded 
nith  a motion  for  an  Address  of  thanks  to  the 
king,  conformable  to  the  sereral  heads  of  his 
majesty's  speech.  He  was  seconded  by  itie 
lord  liiiichinbroke,  member  for  Huntingdon  ; 
and  none  but  sir  VVilliaro  Whitiocke,  member 
for  the  university  of  Oxford,  having  raised  any 
objection  against  Mr.  Walpole's  motion,  it  was 
resolved,  Timt  an  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty  ; and  a committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  it  up,  of  which  Mr.  Walpole  was  elected 
chairman;  which  was  as  follows; 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; 

Your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub* 
jectstbe  Commoos  of  Great  Britain  in  parlia- 
ment asseoibied,  return  your  majesty  their  un- 
feigneil  thanks  for  your  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne. 

“ It  is  with  inexpressible  joy  that  we  ap- 
proacl)  yuur  majesty,  peaceably  seated  upon 
tliethruneof  your  royal  ancestors;  and  being 
thoroughly  sensible  of  the  many  open  aud  se- 
cret practices  that  have  of  late  years  been  used 
to  defeat  the  Protestant  Succession,  we  cannot 
sufficiently  ndore  the  Divine  Providence,  that  so 
seasonably  interposed,  and  saved  iliis  nation  by 
your  majesty’s  happy  accession  to  thecrown. 

‘'Your  faithful  Commons  receive  with  the 
highest  gratitude, yuur mostgracbiisassurances, . 
ilut  the  established  constitution  in  church  and 
state  shall  betheruieof  your  government;  and 
the  safetv,  ease,  and  prosperity  of  your  people 
the  cbiel'  care  of  your  life.  We  are  sensible 
of  y.iur  goodness  expressed  to  those  wbo  have 
distinguished  themsrlves  by  their  zeal  and  firm- 
ness for  the  Pnoescant  successiou:  And  as  we 
doubt  not,  but  the  wisdom  and  steadiness  of 
your  govemmenl  will  unite  tlie  hearts  of  all 
your  faithful  subjects  in  duty  and  ullection  to 

{our  sacred  person,  so  we  most  humbly  beg 
rare  to  assure  your  majesiy,  that  we  not  only 
highly  resent  the  wicked  insnmadons  used  to 
disquiet  the  minds  of  your  subjects,  but  ure  re- 
solved, to  thcuimostvrourpower,  to  suppress 
and  extinguish  that  evil  disposition  that  is  still 
at  work  to  dep-dve  your  majesty  of  Llie  affec- 
tionsof  yourpeiipte. 

We  are  seuiibly  touched,  not  only  with 
the  (lisnppoiuciiieni,  but  with  the  reproach 
brought  on  the  nation  by  the  unsuitable  con- 
clusiou  of  » war,  which  was  carried  on  ai  so 
vasr  HU  expeoce,  and  was  attended  wiiU  such 
unparalleled  successes : But  as  that  dishonour 
cannot  injustice  be  imputed  to  the  wt.  de  na- 
tion, so  we  lirmly  hopeaiid  believe,  that  through 
your  majesty's  great  wisdom,  and  the  faithful 
endeavours  of  your  Coiniuon^  cbe  reputation 
of  these  yoar  kingdoms  will  iu  due  lime  be 
vindicated llJJll-'Pestoted.-''.  i-i".-:  'ir- : 
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“ We  are  under  astonishment  to  find,  (hat 
any  conditions  of  the  late  peace,  essential  to 
tlm  security  and  trade  of  Great  Britain,  siiould 
not  be  duly  executed;  and  that  care  was  nut 
taken  to  form  such  alliances,  g»  might  iiave 
renrlcred  (hat  peace  not  precarious.  And  as 
no  care  shall  be  wanting  in  your  loyal  Com- 
mons to  enquire  into  these  fatal  miscarringes, 
so  ne  entirely  rely  on  your  majesty’s  wisdom, 
to  enter  into  sucli  alliances  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe ; 
and  we  laithfuily  promise  to  enable  your  ma- 
jesty jo  make  good  all  such  engagements. 

“ It  is  withjust  resentment  we  observe,  that 
the  Pretender  still  resides  in  Lorrnin,  and  that 
he  has  the  presumption,  by  declarations  from 
thence,  to  stir  up  yournutjesty’s  subjects  to  re- 
bellion ; But  chat  which  raises  the  uliuost  in- 
dignation of  your  Commons  is,  that  it  appears 
therein,  that  his  hopes  were  built  upou  the 
measures  that  had  been  taken  for  surae  time 
past  in  Great  Britain.  It  shall  be  our  business 
to  trace  out  those  measures  whereon  lie  placed 
his  hopes,  and  to  bring  the  authors  of  them  to 
condign  punislimeni. 

•“.Your  Commons  are  under  the  deepest 
concern,  that  a great  part  of  our  trade  is  ren- 
dered impracticable,  which  if  not  retrieved, 
must  destroy  our  manufactures,  and  ruin  our 
navigntion  : But  chough  we  are  too  sensible  of 
those  fatal  consequences,  we  are  nnc  yet  with- 
out hopes,  that  your  msjesty’s  great  wisdom, 
by  the  assistance  of  your  Commons,  may  find 
means  to  extricate  your  people  from  their  pre- 
sent difficulties. 

“ The  blessings  derived  to  these  nations  frum 
yoor  majesty's  auspicious  reign,  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  present  times;  we  have  a prospect 
ofi'uturean^  lasting  happiness  entailed  upon 
your  people  by  a tong  successioa  of  your  royal 
progeny.  And  as  this  is  a blessing  which  these 
kingdoms  have  a loug  time  wanted,  so  they 
could  oever  hope  to  have  seen  it  so  well  sup- 
plied,nsiuilie  persooofhis  royal  highness  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  his  issue.  Your  fiiitbful 
Commons  shall  therefore  think  it  their  duty  to 
enable  your  majesty  to  support  the  dignity  nf 
the  crown,  and  te  make  anhuDouraUe  provi- 
sion for  the  royal  family. 

“ Tiic  surprising  increase  of  the  public  debts, 
even  since  all  thoughts  of  carrying  on  the  war 
were  laid  aside,  shall  not  discourage  us  from 
grand  lie  such  supplies  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  rervice  of  this  year,  and  the  support  of  pub- 
lic faith  : And  we  do  entirely  concur  with  your 
majesty  in  opinion,  ihni  nothing  can  cunlii- 
buie  more  towards  preserving  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  than  a strict  ubservance  of  all  parlia- 
mentary engagements,  which  wcare  firmly  re- 
solved upon  all  occaaioiu  invioUhly  to  insin- 


Dfbale  f/iereoii.]  Upon  the  reading  of  this 
Address,  there  ar.ise  a warm  debate  in  the 
House ; Mr.  Siuppeii,  Mr.  Bromley,  sir  Wil- 
hasrVl^dliBrtt,  geditiniSLuu^'afr.  Cesar,  Mr. 


4{)]  PAEL.  HISTORY,  1 Giobce  I.  I"! IS.^The  King’f  Antwer. 


Warrf,  sir  RoUert  Raymond,  * sir  William 
Whitlockc,  Mr.  lIuD^rAird,  and  some  oibers, 
ruiscd  olijeclions  ngsinsl  dirers  eipressions  in 
she  Address ; buivere  answered  liy  Mr.  Ro> 
here  Walpole,  Mr,  Secretary  StAnhope  f,  sir 
Gilbert  HcatliciiCe, and  Mr.  William  Puileney. 

General  Rors,  among  sbe  rest,  insisted  much, 
“ That  the  coudemning  t1i J peace,  nnd  censnr- 
iogthe  late  ministry,  teas  1%. reflection  on  the 
late  qiieen,  whose  act  and deed  the  peace  was; 
and  (bat  lie  was  sure  the  reflecting  on  the  late 
queen,  could  not  be  agreeable  to  his  present 
raajeaty." 

He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
sud  general  Stanhope,  “ That  nothing  was 
farther  t'rom  their  intenlioni,  than  to  asperse 
the  late  queen;  that  they  rather  designed  to 
vindicate  her  memory,  by  expusinetind  punish- 
ing (hose  evil  counstJlora  who  deluded  her  into 
pernicious  measures ; whereas  the  opposite 
party  endenroured  to  screen  and  justil'y  (hose 
couDsrliors,  by  throwing  on  that  good,  pious, 
and  well  meaning  princess,  all  the  blame  and 
odiniiiof  their  evil  counsels.''  Aa  tn  evnsur- 
iug  the  late  ministers,  without  iteuring  them, 
and  condemitiug  the  pency,  without  examinitig 
into  particulars,  as  unjust  and  unprecedented,  it 
wus  answered,  “ That  they  nniM  distingunlilie- 
tween  censuring  ministers,  nnd  cundeminng 
the  peace  in  general,  and  cmtdemntng  particniar 
persnns,  Thtil  they  might,  in  equity  and  jtis- 
tlce,  do  the  first,  hecause  the  nliulenalion  is  al- 
ready seustble  tiint  their  honour  and  true  in- 
terest were  given  up  by  the  lute  peace;  that 
in  due  tinte  they  wnuld  coil  them  tn  an  account, 
who  mule  and  ndvised  such  a peace;  but  God 
forbid  they  should  ever  condemn  any  person 
Unheard.”  On  this  ocension, 

General  touh  notice  of  a report  in- 

dustriously spread  abroad,  “That  the  preseat 
miiiislers  never  d«>tznei|  to  cull  the  late  mana- 
gers to  an  account,  out  only  to  censure  tbrni 
in  general  terms:  but  he  assured  the  House, 
that  notwithstKudiog  nil  the  endeavours  that 
hud  been  used  to  prevent  a discovery  of  the 
Into  inlsmniiagemcnls,  by  conveyingawsy  seve- 
ral [inpers  friim  the  secretaries  o£ces,  yet  the 
guvcrmocnl  had  sufficient  eviilencelefl  to  prove 
the  lute  ministry  the  most  corrupt  tliat  ever 
sate  at  the  helm : That  those  toaltcrs  would 
soon  he  laid  before  the  House;  and  -that  it 
would  appear,  that  a certain  English  general 
hud  acted  in  concert  with,  if  not  received 
Sliders  from.  Marshal  Villars.” 

Sir  IFi//iam  Wondhum  endearonred  to  prove, 
tbni  the  peace  had  hein  very  beneficial  to  this 
kingriom,  and  olfi  red  to  produce  a list  of  goods, 
by  which  it  appcareil,  that  the  customs  had  in- 


• Made  attorney-general,  5ih  May,  1720 : 
Inrd  chief  justice  of  the  Kiiig'.s  bench,  Feb. 
28, 1721,  mid  afterwards  creuied  a baton  of 
Great  Briluiu. 

i'  Made  secretary  of  slate,  2Sd  January, 
1710;  clinnceibf  of  the  evebequer,  I3th 
April,  1717,  and  afterword]  crested  an  carl. 
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creased  near  100,000/.  per  annum.  Bnt  be 
was  iinmediatolv  token  up  hr 
Sir  Gi.'Aert  hmtficoti,  who  readily  owned, 
sir  Willimn  might,  indeed,  produce  a list  of  vast 
iiiipiirls  from  France,  but  defied  him  to  shew 
that  our  exports  thiiher,  pariicuUrly  of  uur 
woulleo  nimiufnetures,  had  eucreaied  since  ilia 
pence.  He  added,  ihut  inpurts  being  only 
ourcunsBiiiption,  rather  piore  our  loss  ihna 
our  gam;  an  I that  the  imtion  gets  only  by  ex- 
ports, sghichlccpup  our  manufactures,  employ 
our  poor,  and  bring  in  returns  in  money ; to 
which  sir  Willimn  Wyndliuiti  made  no  reply. 

Sir  William  Wliittlocke  having  sii^esterl, 
that  the  new  ministry  designed  tit  invnlve  the 
nation  in  a new  wnr,  and  lay  6s.  in  the  pound, 
was  assiu^d  by  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  that  nmia 
in  the  present  ministry  were  lor  a wnr,  if  the 
samecouid  any  ways  be  avoided;  and  that  he 
doubted  nut,  Cnii  2s.  in  the  pound  would  be 
sufficient  towards  this  year's  serv'icc. 

After  ibis  debate,  a moiiou  being  made,  and 
the  question  put,  that  the  Addiess  of  ibaiika 
be  recuiiimiu^,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  by 
244  vnices  iigaiiist  1S8;  and  iben  it  was  re- 
solved, 'I'hat  the  Huuse  do  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee  in  the  said  Address  ;^aad  ordered,  that 
such  members  as  are  of  tlu;  privy  council,  should 
know  bis  majpsty’s  [ileasure,  when  he  would  be 
attended  by  the  House. 

The  King's  Ansarr.']  The  king  hoving  ap- 
pointed the  next  day,  the  Cumnious,  with  cbeir 
Speaker,  attended  nis  mitiesty  accordingly  at 
St.  James's,  with  their  Address,  to  which  his 
majesty  returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ Gentlemen  ; I ilmiik  you  for  the  many 
kind  assurances  you  have  given  me  in  your  du- 
tiful and  loyal  Address. — No  endeavours  sliul] 
he  wanting  on  my  part,  cn  promuie  your  true 
interest,  and  endear  myseif  to  all  my  people: 
and  I will  depend  on  your  zeal  and  alfection, 
I to  defeat  nil  evil  designs,  chat  may  tend  to  dis- 
' quiet  the  minds  of  my  people,  and  disturb 
the  trnuquilhty  of  my  goveniuiciit.” 

The  Kini:'t  PrixlnmationfoT  cuUine  tliePa;'- 
liooient  otgeclcdagmnst.']  Aprils.  The  House 
being  moved  to  appoint  a day  for  taking  into 
cmishleratioD  the  King’s  Pracianiicicn  of  the 
IStli  uf  January  last  for  cullmg  a new  parlia- 
ment, and  the  same  being  read  accordingly. 

Sir  William  Whitrloike  made  some  excep- 
tions Co  the  said  Procluiiintion,  as  unprece- 
dented and  uawarruotnble,  for  which  he  was 
called  upon  by  some  members  to  explain  him- 
self; upon  which  he  made  an  excuse  for  what 
be  had  Said. 

The  passages  here  alluded  to  are  ns  follows, 
viz.  ' We  cannot  omit,  on  this  occasion  of  first 
' aummuning  our  paTiiament  ol  Great  Britain, 
'injustice  to  cursdves,  and  that  themiscac- 
‘ riae^of  others  may  iiaibe  imputed  to  us,  at  a 
‘ time  when  false  impre'sioiismny  do  tbegruatest 
‘ and  irrecoverable  hurt  before  they  can  be 
* cleared  up,  to  signi^  to  uur  whole  kingdom, 
‘that  we  werevetymach  concenied,  on  our 
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‘ srtesaon  to  Uie  crown,  to  find  the  public 
‘ almics  ofoor  kinsdoins  under  iKe  gteateit  clif- 

‘ ficuitie*.  u well  in  respect  of  our  trade,  and 

• ibe  interruption  uf  our  naTigstioii,  us  of  tbe 
‘ ereat  debts  of  ilie  nation,  wbich  tve  were  sur- 
‘ pnted  to  obseire,  bad  been  vcrj  much  iii- 
‘ creased  since  the  conclusion  of  tbc.l'tst  ivir ; 

• tVe  do  not  tiierefore  doubt,  that  if  the  en- 
‘ suiiiz  eiectioiis  shall  be  made  by  our  loving 

• subjects  with  that  safety  aud  freedom  wliicb 
» by  law  they  are  eutiiled  to,  and  vreare  firmly 
'leaolved  (u  malnuiu  to  them,  tiiey  will  send 

• up  lopariiameiit  the  fittest  persons  to  redress 

• the  present  disorders,  and  to  provide  fur  tbe 

> peace  and  happiness  of  our  liingdums,  and 

> tbe  ease  of  our  pcrrple  for  tlia  future,  and 

< therein  will  have  a particolnr  regard  to  such 

< as  shewed  a firmness  to  the  Protestant  Suc- 

• cession,  wlicn  it  »ras  most  in  danger,  &Cc,’ 

Molhn  Jot  committing  Sir  W.  n’lrjdAo:)!  fo 
the  Taarr.]  'I  his  dispute  would  have  been 
dropped,  had  not 

Sir  Wiltiam  Windham  even  carried  the  mat- 
ter farther,  by  adrnneing,  that  the  said  Pro- 
clamation was  not  only  unprecedented  and  un- 
warrantable, but  even  of  dnngernus  consequence 
to  the  very  being  of  parliaments.  Tfie  cour- 
tiers could  not  but  take  notice  of  so  home  a 
rtilictinn,  and  thereupon  called  upon  Sir  Wil- 
liani  Windham  to  justify  bis  charge;  but  sir 
W'illlam,  wlio  judged  be  could  not  descend  to 
pnrticulars,  without  giciug  farther  oScnce,  de- 
rliiicd  explaining  liiuiself;  tliuiiEh  oc  the  same 
time,  he  lesoluiely  maintained  his  CrsLasaertioD, 
snvinp,  “ That  as  lie  thought  some  expressions 
iiiibo  said  proclainatioii  of  dangerous  conse- 
rjiienee,  so  he  believed  ei  ery  member  was  free 
to  speak  his  thoughts.'’ 

Lord  Finch  said,  No  iloubt  but  every  mem- 
ber lias  that  liberty,  freedom  of  speech  being 
oneofiheesseniial  privileges  of  dutliouse;  but 
that  the  liiiuse  bus,  at  the  same  lime,  both  the 
liberty  anil  power  to  censure  and  punish  S'ich 
members  as  ciaugress  the  rules  of  decency, 
trespass  upon  the  respect  due  to  the  crown, 
uiid  so  ubuse  the  privilegts  of  the  House  within 
doors,  us  to  render  it  c,mieRiptiUe  without. 

Sir  William  being  again  called  ii|ion  in  ex- 
plain himself,  nml  still  persisting  in  hiv  renivRl. 
some  meiiibtrs  cried  ‘ the  Toner,  tliu  Tower;’ 
but 

Ur.  Riibert  WalfioU  warded  off  tlie  blow 
by  ^urds  to  the  fnlluwing  purpuse,  “ Mr. 
Speaker,  1 am  not  for  grulifyiug  the  ocsire  n liich 
(he  member,  nia>  neensions  tbisgreat  debate, 
shews  of  being  sent  to  the  Towrr;  it  would 
make  him  t"0  conaiilerubic:  but  as  he  is  a 
young  loun  of  good  parts,  whu  secs  up  for  a 
warm  champion  of  the  Imc  ministry,  and  one 
m in  was  in  ail  their  secrets,  I would  hnve  him 
Ic  ;<I  ihr  House  when  we  come  to  enquire  into 
the  conduct  nf  bis  friends,  both  that  he  may 
liitvc  ixi  iipportuiiity  to  riefeuJ  them,  and  be  a 
wiuiess  of  the  fairoess  with  wbidi  we  shall  pro- 
•«efd  .jIJiiSiKWSI  l,.W! 


not  be  said,  that  we  take  any  advantage  aguinst 

Alter  several  other  speeches,  wbich  prolonged 
tills  debate  fioiu  one  (ill  half  an  hour  past  five 
m ilieafeeiiioon,  a motion  was  made,  and  tbe 
quesibn  put,  Tiiat  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 
which  being  carried  in  the  oegativc  by  a majo- 
rity uf  313  voices  against  131,  a rauiiunwaa 
nude,  and  lha  question  proposed,  “That  sir 
VVilliani  Windham  having  n-ficcCed  upon  bis 
majesty's  proclamation  of  the  13cli  of  January 
lust,  for  calling  a new  parliamcat,  and  having 
refused  to  justify  his  charge,  although  ofteo 
called  upon  ao  to  do,  is  guilty  of  a great  indig- 
nity to  his  majesty,  and  of  a breach  of  tbe  pri- 
vilege of  the  House.” 

This  motion  occasioned  a fresh  debate,  that 
lasted  till  seven  of  the  clock ; the  courtiers 
still  insisting,  that  sir  William  Windham  should 
jusrifyhischurge.andsir  William  as  resolutely 
declining  to  du  it,  saying,  he  was  ready  to  un- 
dergo whatever  a majority  might  think  fit  to 
inflict  upon  Him.  Ac  last  the  question  being  put. 
Time  sir  William  Windham  should  withdraw, 
the  same  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  208 
voices  against  129,  whereupon  air  Wiiliua 
withdrew  accordingly;  aod  with  him,  to  a mau, 
all  the  139  members  who  bad  been  for  the  ne- 
gative. 

Their  antagonists  being  thus  entire  tnastera 
of  the  field,  the  question  was  put  and  uoani* 
uiously  resolved,  “That Sir  William  Windham, 
liaviiig  reSecied  upon  his  majesty’s  proclama- 
tion of  the  15th  of  January  last,  for  calling  a new 
parliament,  and  having  refused  to  jusiify  his 
charge,  although  ofieii  called  upon  so  to  do,  is 
guilty  uf  a great  fmligiiity  to  his  majesty,  and  of 
a breach  of  the  privilege  of  the  House.”  After 
which  it  wus  ordered,  That  sir  William  Wind- 
i bam  be,  for  the  said  oScnce,  reprimanded  in 
his  place  by  Mr.Speakcrr  and  tW  he  slioutil 
attend  theXInose  in  his  place  the  next  morn- 

Sir  IF.  Windluim  reprimanded  hy  the 
Speaker.]  April  C.  Sir  William  Windham 
attending  in  his  place,  according  to  order; 

The  Speaker  called  upon  him  by  lus  name, 
(Mr.  Speaker  silting  in  e Chair  covered) ; 
and,  sir  William  Windham  siamling  up  in  his 
place  nnentered,  Mr.  Speaker  spoke  to  him  to 
ibe  effect  folluwing  : 

” Sir  William  Wiodbam,  I am  to  acquaint 
you.  tliat  yealerduy,  after  yuii  were  withdrawn, 
the  House  came  tu  this  Itesolurlon : ‘ 1 hot  sir 
‘ Wijliam  Windhaui,  having  reHecied  upon  his 
‘ majesty’s  pruclamation,of  the  IStliof  January 
‘ last,  for  c.illioga  new  parliainiriil ; and  having 
* refused  lu  justify  hi*  charge,  idtliangh  olcen 
‘ called  upon  so  to  do ; is  auilty  of  a great  in- 
‘ dignity  to  his  majesty,  and  of  a breach  of  tbe 
‘ privilege  of  ihis  Ilouse:’  Sir,  thewrsigning 
u frociauiation,  issued  by  his  luujeaiy,  for  call- 
ing this  present  parhannini  ; ;>iid  lefosmgto 
ussigu  any  cause,  wijy  sucii  prodaniutiun  is 
blameahie ; the  lluuse  thought  an  iadigniiy  to 
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tbkt  frcedotn  of  »p«cch,  wliicli  b the  undoabieil 
privilege  orparJiameDt,  lliat  the  Home  thought 
the;  cuutd  uoc  let  it  put  witliout  animarlver- 
tioQ  ; hut,  being  willing  ibeirinoriernlion  should 
appear,  notwicutanding  tbeir  leoii;  has  been 
too  much  despised  and  contemned,  the;  have 
inflicted  the  mildest  censure  ;our  oSence  was 
capable  of;  and  have  commanded  me  to  re> 
primand  you  in  your  place;  and  in  obedience 
to  their  command,  I do  reprimaod  you  acconl- 
ingly.” 

Wliereupon  Sir  WUliam  Windham  said, 

“Mr.  Speaker:  I very  truly  return  aj 
thanks  to  yon  for  performing  that  duty  which  is 
incumbent  upon  you,  from  your  office,  in  so 
candid  andgentleman-likeamanner.—AsIanja 
member  I know  I must  acquiesce  in  the  determi- 
nation of  the  House  ; but,  as  1 am  not  conscious 
tomyself  ofhaving  offered  any  indignity  to  his 
majesty,  or  of  having  been  guilty  of  any  breach 
of  tlie  privilege  of  this  House,  I have  no  thanks 
to  return  to  tnose  gentlemen  who,  under  a pre- 
tence of  lenity,  have  brought  me  under  tliis 
censure." 

JUbtion  Jbr  appotniin/;  a Cammillet,  to  >><• 
goire  into  the  late  Peace,  and  the  Management 
^ the  (ate  Queen's  Ministry,]  April  9.  Mr. 
Secretary  Stanhope  presented  to  the  House, 
pursuant  to  their  Address  to  his  majesty  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  Slsc  of  March,  all  the 
Powers,  Instructions,  Memorials,  Papers,  &c. 
relating  to  the  late  Negotiation  of  Peace  and 
cnmmerce,  and  to  the  late  cessation  of  arms, 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  table,  aod  told  the 
House,  “ That  nothing  had  been  omitted, 
that  might  either  answer  the  desire  they  had 
express^  of  being  tiioroughly  iutbrmed  or  what 
had  passed  in  those  important  at^oliations,  or 
Co  satisfy  the  whole  world,  that  the  present 
ministry  acted  with  the  utmost  ituruess  and 
canduur,and<lcsigaed  cotakeuo  manner  of  ad- 
vantage over  the  lace  managers  ia  the  imeaded 
inquiries : That,  indeed,  the  papers  now  laid 
before  the  lloose  were  only  copies,  but  that 
the  originals  would  b^roduced  ifoccasion  re- 
quired : concluding.  That  those  papers  being 
too  many,  and  too  voluminous  to  be  perused 
and  examined  by  all  tbe  members  of  the  House, ' 
he  thought  it  more  convenient,  and  therefore 
moved,  that  the  said  books  and  papers  he  re- 
ferred to  a Select  Comimttee  of  twenty  persnns, 
who  should  digest  tbe  substaaca  of  (hem  under 
proper  heads,  and  report  tiie  same,  with  their 
observations  thereupon  to  (tie  House.” 

Mr.  Ward  said,  Nothing  could  be  fairer. 
That  lor  his  own  pan,  though  bis  principle  was 
tbae  kings  can  do  no  wrong,  yet  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  miabters  were  accountable  foe  their 
mal-admioistration. 

Mr.  £da»trd  Harleg  * stood  up,  and  said. 


* One  of  the  auditors  of  the  Imprest,  and  I 
brother  to  tbe  earl  of  Oxford.  “ Tb«  conduct 
oftbe  earl  of  Oxford  and  the  lord  Bolingbroke, 
the  two  cbie&  of  the  late  ministry,  was  at  this 
lime  very  reu|tTkable.  JDie  wl  . 


“ That  it  was  easy  to  see  that  one  of  his  nearest 
relaiioDs  was  principally  aimed  at,  in  the  m- 
lended  inquiries ; but  he  might  assure  the 
iiuuse,  that  the  said  person,  nutwilhslanduig  the 


sometimes  in  town,  and  sometimes  in  the  coun- 
try ; aflectiog  to  appear  very  uoconcenied, 
professing  bis iunocence,  and  boasting  what  great 
things  he  had  done  for  securiog  the  Hanover 
succession.  Tbe  other  aflecied  to  act  a more 
open  part,  appeaceil  every  where,  and  spoke  iu 
parliament  irithsucb  boldness,  as  if  he  had  nor 
(he  least  sense  of  guilt,  ordread  of  punishment. 
This  was  said  to  be  owing  tu  the  advice  of  tlie 
lord  Trevor,  who  represented  to  him,  “ Huw 
mucli  their  cause  vroald  suffer,  if  he,  whose 
chief  interest  it  was  to  support  it  to  the  last, 
should  meanly  throw  it  up,  by  absenciag  himself. 
He  assured  hire,  no  hold  could  be  taken  of 
liis  person  till  he  was  impeached  ; which  he 
could  not  be,  till  the  papers  relating  to  the  pare 
oftbeadaiiQi8tratioD,in  which  he  wascooceni- 
ed,  were  examined."  However,  it  was  oliserved, 
■ hat  the  carl  of  Oxford  sold  out  all  (he  stock 
he  bad  in  his  own  name  in  the  soudi-sea  com- 
pany : and  the  lord  Boliogbroke's  lieart  began 
to  foil  him,  as  soon  as  he  heard,  that  Mr.  Prior 
was  landed  at  Dover,  and  had  promised  to  re- 
veal all  he  knew:  wliich  however  he  did  not 
make  good,  tliough  he  was  favourably  received 
by  the  king,  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by  tbe 
earl  of  Dorset ; and,  the  same  day,  was  eiiier- 
taiiicd  at  dinner  by  the  lord  Townshead,  toge- 
ther with  the  duke  of  Roxburgh,  Mr.  secretary 
iiicanhopc,  the  earl  of  Dorset,  and  the  lord  Lum- 
ley.  That  evening  the  lord  Buiingbrnke,  who 
had  the  night  before  appeared  at  tbe  play-house 
in  Orury-Leue,  and  bespoke  another  play  for 
the  next  night,  and  subscribed  to  a new  opera, 
that  was  to  be  acted  some  time  after,  went  off 
Dover  in  disguise,  ns  a servant  to  la  Vigoe,  one 
of  the  French  king's  mes-seiigcrs  ; and  there 
William  Alorgan,  who  bad  been  a captain  in 
major-general  Holt’s  regiment  of  niarines,  hired 
a vessel,  and  carried  him  over  toCalais,  where 
the  governor  attended  him  in  a coach,  anil  car- 
ried him  to  his  bouse,  as  appeared  by  Morgan’s 
exoiniaacioo.  The  next  day  after  it  xvas  pub- 
licly kuown,  chat  be  was  gone  to  France,  tliere 
was  hooded  about  in  writing  and  sfberwards  in 
l^nnt,  tbe  following  letter  said  to  be  writ  by 

‘ My  lord  ; Sorer,  Mareft  27. 

‘Ilelk  the  conn  so  abruptly,  chat  I hud  nut 
‘ timetu  take  leaveof  yoo,  or  any  of  my  friends 
‘ You  wilt  excuse  me,  wiien  vou  know,  that  I 
‘ had  certain  and  repeated  mformaciuos  front 
‘ some,  who  are  ia  the  secret  of  affairs,  that  a 
‘ resolution  was  taken  by  those,  who  have  power 
‘ to  execute  it,  to  pursue  me  to  tbe  scaffold. 
‘ My  blood  was  to  have  been  the  cement  of  a 
‘ new  alliance ; nor  cuulil  my  innocence  be  any 
' security,  after  it  had  been  once  demanded 
‘ from  abroad,  and  resolved  on  at  liome,  that  it 
* wasnecessiiry  to  cut  me  off.  Had  there  been 
‘ the  least  reason  l^  bope  for  a.  lair  and  open 
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vnriom  «|j(irw  nhich  iiad  been  ^rcadcon; 
cemii’t!  hbi>i  <ruuM  oeitJterflT  ln>  coiiativ,  nor 
cunceui  hiio«ell,  but  be  fartlr-coiniRK  when- 
ever he  «lioul(l  be  called  upon  to  jurthV  bis  enn- 
dncc.  Tliat  he  hoped  ho  would  be  oblu  upon  die 
severest  trial,  to  innbe  Ids  inmrccnce  appear 
to  all  ilicworld  : but  if  he  Should  Ire  so  un- 
happy as  to  have  been  guilt;  of  tlie  crimes  that 
svere ‘inidio  hischorge,  hs  would  think  ult  his 
blood  too  sniull  a sacrifice  to  ntone  fiw  them." 
Nobod;  apposed  general  Stsiihnpe’a  motion  : 
Mr.  Uuii^rford  oni;  exeepied  iigaiiisi  the 
number  of  ^0,  and  moved  that  one  more  might 
be  arliled  ; n hich  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  i e- 
soKed,  " That  the  pupers  befarc-nicmioneil 
be  referred  to  a cnmniittee  of  Si.  That  the 
snid  Cnimnitiee  be  a Cammiuee  ofSiicrecj; 
that  (hey  be  chuseu  b;  wn;  afhullobng  : and, 
time  the  members  of  the  Uou%e  should  on  the 
Monday  following  prepare  lists  fur  tliut  pur- 


* trial,  aller  having  ber  ii  already  prejudged,  un- 
‘ beaid,  b;  the  two  ti  iuses  of  Pnrlinment,  I 
‘ shoDidnot'burc  declined  the  strictest  exauii- 
‘ nation.  I cimlicnge  the  most  inveter.iie  of 

* in;  enemies  (o  pr^uce  an;  one  insinnce  <>f 
‘ crimiiml  correspimdcnre,  or  the  te.ssi  cor- 

* hipCinnin  m>;  part  of  the  mlmiaistmtion,  in 

* which  I wus  concerned.  If  my  aeai  for  the 

* honour  ond'iigtiityof  m;  rovnl  (sittress,  nid 
‘ tlie  true  interest  oi  m;  eountr;,  ti.is  any  where 

* trensporled  me  to  let  slips  warm  or  unguarded 

* expressiotf,  I hope  the  must  I'avoumble  inter- 
‘ pnMsiion  will  be  put  upon  it,  Itisn  emn- 
‘Tort,  that  will  remain  with  me  in  all  misldr- 

* tunes,  liiM  I evn  ed  her  umjest;  fuiibiull;  nnd 
' duiilulty,  in  that  espeoinily,  which  she  had 
' most  at  heart,  relieving  her  pouple  from  ii 
' blood;  ami  expensive  war;  ami  chat  1 have 

* aliveya  been  too  nmcli  an  EngUsliuiun,  to 
‘ sacrifice  the  hiiercst  of  qi;  cnuiitr;  to  iin; 

* foridgn  nil;  wlmisuever.  Anri  it  is  for  this 
‘ criiiMi  •'•nly,  that  1 am  K'.wt  driven  from  thence. 

‘ You  win  bear  more  at  Iwgc  from  me  shoril;, 

.‘Yours,  &c.’ 

* Sonic  (Buintaiaed  this  letter  to  be  siippnsf 
titious,  blit  the  generality  ol'theTnries  nwiiedir 
to  betiuu.  -Ind  it  plaioly  appeared  nfterwards, 
tlini  be  bad  Just  reusuns  toleave  the  brngdotu.” 
Tindul. 

• “ On  the  11th  of  April  the  earl  of  Oxford 
went  10  the  purliaiaent,  end  took  bis  seat  in 
tbe  House  oi  Peers.  Almuc  ibis  time  the  euil 
of  Peterliiiruugh  suddenly  returned  fruiD  bis 
late  travels  to  Italy  iiud  France,  hiiying  met 
with  the  lord  fi.  Iingbrokc  on  the  road  between 
I^iris  and  Caluis  ; hut  it  was  snid,  he  did  not 
speak  tu  him.  Tlie  next  dn;  afier  his  arrival, 
tbe  earl  oi»peared  ut  Ht.  James’s,  but,  whntever 
(viis  tlie<v*casion,  i wo  days  xf.er  the  lord  Towns- 
heud  eigiiiJied  to  Uiin  an'  order  furhidUiiig  liim 
the  enure. 

" On  tb“  Will  of  April  the  mnrqnis  of  Whar- 
ton, lord  priv>-seal  iliid  ut  hishnuse  in  Uuver- 
strett,  Hfi«i  un  iiidisp  .'itinu  of  twelve  days,  in 
tfae67cb  yeaiiiio£biii^e.:i^isjiameh?i$lrtte.«(ieri 


A ComiMtte  nf'Seerei-i/appaiiiled.']  April  19. 
Mr.  liladen  reported  from  the  Cuuiniittee 
to  whom  it  wns  referred  to  examine  the 
ItsU  of  fl  person-  10  be  tlleCoEnniitiee  of  Se- 


endeared  lulhe  friends  of  liberty,  end  toall  wlii> 
have  11  true  concern  fhr  tbe  prutestant  interest. 
Could  Uhs  services,  which  he  performed  for  this 
notion  and  the  preseat  royal  family  lie  daly 
eiiomerated,Chey  would  appearlwyond  the  Irest 
^'lll  nnd  abilitifs  of  any  single  man.  King 
Charles  S.  ail’iiiued  him  to  great  familiarities, 
and  had  liim  far  H companion  in  many  ofbis 
debauches,  with  a desqm  to  miikc  him  wholly 
fiis  own.  With  regard  to  private  vices,  the 
success  was  nutoriuus  ■ but  in  what  related  to 
ihe  public  and  court,  he  absolutely  disappointed 
the  kiug.  He  saw  and  heard  the  designs  of  » 
prince,  to  wbo^e  indnlence  and  luxury  the  lui- 
linn  was  obliged  fur  its  preservation.  Tids 
gave  him  njust  contempt  for  such  a governor, 
andean  nyiorreoce  of  all  Uis  views.  King  Wil- 
liam was  duly  sensible  of  his  services  before 
unci  lit  the  revolution.  In thatreign  be  aliaioed 
CO  no  higher  a station  than  being  comptroller  of 
U.e  Imiisehold;  which  must  beascribed  to  the 
unhappy  inlluence  of those,  who  bated  him,  and 
his  royal  master.  He  received  howeverthe  ut- 
most proofs  ofcoiifidence  and  respect,  :iud  had 
the 'king's  most  irtimate  designs  communicated  - 
to  him.  His  probity  nnd  gom  affection  in  what 
concerned  thegowrumont  was  so  well  assureil, 
ciiac  it  gave  him  great  and  constiint  interest. 
Maay  iRi|>orlant  mi-nsures  were  ascribed  tii  his 
secret  advice,  llis  great  vigour  and  bappy  ad- 
■Iren  in  seivin;;  ihe  good  cause,,  wldcli  he  had 
ever  iu  view,  cunnnt  fully  lie  described.  His 
labours  were  mfinicewith  mcnoi'all  ranks,  and 
oa  nil  proper  ocensions.  He  knew  how  to  ac- 
comnioduie  himself  to  every  liinper  and  iucli‘ 
iiatiou.  What  to  others  would  liuve  been  |treac 
pain  and  'routile,  afforded  hen  great  pleasure 
nnd  satisfiirtion.  The  merit  of  his  conduct  in 
the  country,  at  court,  and  ie  the  senate,  wus 
I equally  ndmirable.  His  enemies,  who  were 
' only  sn  nn  the  account  of  bis  public  zeal  and 
usefiilaess,  have  greatly  aggravated  his  iuimo- 
rnlities,  and  htnded  him  with  crimes,  from  which 
be  wns  wholly  free.  But  did  he  not  learn  the 
rudiments  of  vice  under  their  favourite  king 
Charies  ? ILive  not  tiivprivate  lives  of  innsl  of 
thsir  lenders  been  equally  tauicy  ? .4rc  they  ex- 
cuB’thle  for  preieudiui;  to  Che  name  imH  niiiss 
of  religion  f Lord  WlignoD's  defects  (.bhtc  us 
(he  mure  Co  admireliis  exceUencies.  In  a life 
spent  in  a libertine  manaer,  useful  knowledge 
and  learning  were  neglected.  But  an  iiifiiike 
fund  of  good  sense  and  great  nitursl  abilities 
supplied  whatever  was  wuating,  (In  every 
emergency  lie  discovered  what  was  proper,  anci 
was  never  at  aloss  how  to  act.  There  was  only 
not  a teadinist,  and  prvpnecy  in  Ins  speechvs ; 
but  they  were  weighty  andimpurcant.  Nothing 
can  he  imagined  more  excellent  than  Ins  skill  . 
and  sagacity  in  the  management  "fa  debate.  In 
these  public  appeanuices  be  was  greatly  asaist- 
t«d,  ibiyiitrtweBg^q^giui-rbAMpport  of  what  be 
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othpr  DFceisnrj  occssioDS ; ai)<l  at  the  time  of 
Ilia  demise,  after  the  Ueduccion  of  SJOOl,  n 
weeli,  nliicli  was  ap]tliert  CO  pablic  uses,  was 
the  produce  ofthe  Civil  List  rereoues  that  were 
cimtiDDeii  and  settled  upon  queen  Anne,  during 
her  life.”  Which  ^estion  occasioned  a warm 
and  long  debate.  Those  who  proposed  it  had 
two  tbiti|»  principally  in  their  view  j First,  To 
tnndicate  the  present  ministry  from  the  asper- 
Qpoa  them,  and  indostrinusly  spread 


«7] 

crecy,  resolved  upon  by  the  house;  and  report 
upna  svhrxD  the  majority  fell ; that  the  majority 
had  lallra  upon  the  91  persons  following;  viz, 
Sir  Uichard  Onslow,  bart.  Robert  Walpole, 
Spencer  Cowper,  James  Stanhope,  Hugh  Bos- 
cnwen,  Willism  Pultet.ey,  Nioholas  Lech- 
mere,  Dnniel  lord  Finch,  JnhnAitlabyjTlio- 
mos  Vemno,  Algernon,  ear!  of  Hertford,  Ed- 
ward Wortley  Wountngue,  sir  David  Dalrym- 
hart.  George  Bailie,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 


^nt.  Thomas  j^rle,  Richard  Hampden,  Sir  I about,  by  the  emissaries  of  the  late 
Robert  Marsbam,  bait.  Alexander  Denton,  | that  the  ci.urtiers  designed  to  give  the  king 


Thomas  Pitt, sen.  Thomas  lord  Cuningsby. 

An  objection  being  made  by  some  mem- 
bers to  sir  Joseph  Jekyll's  being  one  of  the  said 
committee,  lie  Imving  not  uken  the  oaths  at 
the  table;  It  was  readily  answered,  that  the 
same  was  not  owing  tunny  voluntary  neglect, 
sir  Joseph  Jeltyll  being  employed  in  the  circuits, 
aajadge  ofthe  county  palatine  of  Chester. 
Whereupon  it  vras  resolved,  That  sir  Joseph 
Jelcyli  being  a member  of  this  House,  was  ca- 
pable of  being  chosen  of  tbe  computiee  of  I 


laiger  revenue  than  his  predecessors  had  t . 
joyed;  and,  second.  To  make  good  (he  branches 
ofthe  sevaane  assigned  for  the  support  ofthe 
civil  list,  which  had  been  alienated,  or  abridged, 
so  tJiac  the  whole  neat  produce  might  amount 
to  the  sum  of  700,0001.  per  anmnn. 

The  leading  men  among  the  Turkd,  being 
sensible  of  the  first  nnd  pretending  to  be  igno- 
rant of  ijie  consequences  of  thr:  preliminary 
question,  insisted  n long  while,  Tbnt  it  was 
'□snaring : that  whnt  Imd  been  done  by  former 


books  and  pa)>crs  ordered  to  remain, 
tody  of  the  clerk,  till  this  committee  was  ch 
sen,  be  delivered  to  the  said  committee  ; ai 
that  (hey  do  eseiuiDc  the  same,  and  report 
the  Huusc  wbot  tliey  find  material  in  tiicni ; 
and  that  they,  or  any  five  of  (Item,  do  meet 
this  afternoon,  and  sit  ‘ de  die  in  diem;' 
2.  That  the  said  coiumiltee  have  power  to 
scud  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.” 

The  committee  ol  secrecy  uivt  (hat  evening, 
and  chose  iUr.  Rol<en  Walpole  their  chairmao ; 
hut  (ti4(  geoileman  being  the  next  day  taken  ill,* 
the  comruiitee  chose  Mr.  Secretary  Steiibope 
to  supply  Ills' place  of  cliairmnn,  and  for  dis- 
patclisake,  subdivided  ciicmselvcs  inc-i  three 
cummiltees,  to  each  of  which  a certaiu  number 
ofbnoks  and  papeiswere  nllotteil. 

De6ate  concerning  tie  Civil  List.]  May  13. 
Tile  committee  of  tbe  whole  House  having  ex- 
amined the  accnupis  laid  before  (licm,  relating 
to  the  Civil  last,  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  2, 
James  S,  William  3,  and  queen  Aime,  oud 
other  papers  on  that  bead,  (he  cuiirtiers  oifered 
the  foilowmg  question,  viz.  “ That  ji  appears  to 
this  committee,  that  the  sum  of  706,000/.  per 
luiQum  was  settled  upou  king  Williiun,  riuriug 
his  life,  for  the  support  of  bis  kouschuld,  and 

did  not  believe  to  have  truth  and  justice  on  its 
side.  Ue  lived  to  see  the  success  of  n cause,  for 
which  he  had  laboured  with  aval  and  integrity. 
But  bis  enjoyment  of  the  blessing  of  the  suc- 
cession was  very  short.  A rnisfortunein  hisfa- 
mily  is  supposed  to  hare  produced  the  fatal 
efret  His  son  possessed  senieofhis  parts  and 
abilities,  but  his  very  difirrent  use  and  appli- 
cation of  tliem  ure  well  known.”  Tindal. 

• ” As  soon  as  ihe  kiug  wks.infornied  of  Mr. 
Walpole's  indispositi.in,  his  majesty  shewed  a 
great  concern  for  ihe  health  ofa  pe'rsun  of  his 
nbilities  nnd  merit,  and  sent  his  phjsiciaii  to 
Li«  - ^^,1 


had  given  king  Willisnt  :t  revenue  of  700,000/. 
per  iiniium  for  (he  dvil  list,  they  imght  to  con- 
sider, ihst  he  was  to  pny  out  of  it  30,000/. 
per  annum  to  the  late  queen,  then  princess 
of  Deiminrk ; 15  or  90,000  /.  per  annum 
Co  the  late  duke  of  Gloucester;  and  40,000/. 
for  the  dowry  of  the  late  kiug  James'sqiieeu : 
that  after  tGe  late  queen's  accession  to  the 
throne,  tbe  parliiunent  taking  notice  (bat  the 
produce  of  (iiecivil  list  revenues  exceedert  what 
they  had  been  given  Ibr ; tbe  sum  of  S70U/.  per 
week,  (that  is  193,400/.  per  annum)  was  taken 
ODt  of  them,  and  applied  to  aiberuses ; nuewitb- 
standing  which  deduction,  tbe  laie  queen  had 
tiannurahly  tnaiutained  her  family,  and  sup- 
ported ihe  dignity  of  the  crown ; howeier  if 
(he  present  revenues  of  the  civil  list  were  not 
sufficient,  they  were  ready  to  consent  to  an 
addition.” 

The  courtiers  snswered,  “ That  the  question 
before  them  was  founded  iip«n  facts,  whicli, 
if  denied,  they  were  ready  to  prove  by  tlie  re- 
cords ofthe  H‘ia«e.'’ 

Sir  William  n'indham  still  urging  that  tbe 
question  was  ensnaring, 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  answeretK,  “ That  lie 
would  be  very  plain  wiih  them,  and  own,  that 
as  ’twas  notorious,  that  great  endeavours  hod 
been  used  to  alienate  the  affectirms  ofthe  ;ieo- 
pie  from  the  king  and  liisgiivernment  hy  false 
suggestions,  tliac  they  designed  lu  plunge  the 
nation  into  extracrainary  expenccs,  they 
th.iuRlit  it  highly  necessary  to  cl^ar  his  majesty 
and  his  niinistersfrom  ihst  ninliciuus  aspersioo.” 
To  this  (he 

Lord Cueiwsey replied,  “That  (he  disaffectioa 
nf  the  people,  it  any,  did  nor  proceed  from  bis 
majesty,  but  tram  (lie  hardships  hit  minuters 
-ucon  tbe  friends  ofthe  late  miniltry." 

To  whicli  itwas  relumed,  “ That  as  soon  ns  it 

as  made  knovrn  to  the  world;  liow  the  i-ito 
^injpjsf^ry  the  -lyliqla  nsdon|L  aoihmg 
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tlia(  could  1>G  dooe  a^aiust  ibcm,  would  tii^n 
be  thoiii^lit  :\  lizirriildp ; but,  iiuHever,  tliat  uei- 
Uierilm  oubie  ineniber,  uiir  nu^of  his  faUiii;', 
lud  reason  to  cuiiipliiiit  ul  iintdsliips.” 

After  some  other  sprecues,  ubioh'  prolonged 
Ihe  debiiie  from  two  till  about  five  Jii  the  alier- 
Doon,  the  country  party  eorteavoured  to  drop 
tliequestioD,by  tuuvingUutthe  Speaker  resuioe 
the  chair ; but  the  question  bei^  put  upon  this 
question,  the  same  wnj  carried  in  the  negative 
by  voicea  ngninst  14B:  after  whicli,  the 
firstqoeetioa  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affir* 
matiie  by  about  the  same  majority. 

Then  the  victorious  party  mnved,  “ That  to 
enable  his  inajeAy  to  suppun  the  dignity  of  the 
cniwn,  andto  make  au  hooourabte  provision 
for  theroyal  family,  therebe  graoted  to  bis  ma- 
jesty, during  his  life,  an  addilional  revenue, 
which,  together  with  the  neat  produce  of  the 
Civil  List  brunches,  may  m^e  up  tlie  clear 
yearly  sum  of700, 000/.  fur  the  service  of  bis 
majesty's  household  aud  family,  and  for  his 
other  necessary  expencca  and  occasions.'’ 

The  question  being  put  upon  this  motion,  tlie 
came  occasioned  another  great  debate.  Sir 
Thomas  llanmer,  Mr.  Bromley,  sir  William 
Wyudhum,  Mr.  Cassar,  Mr.  liungerford,  and 
some  other  leading  members  of  the  late  minis- 
try, who,  on  this  occasion,  were  itrengtheiied 
and  backed  by  some  eminent  members  of  the 
court  parly,  aid  nut  at  lirsc  directly  oppose  the 
qndttion,  bat  insinuated,  “ That  bciore  they 
came  to  that  resolution,  it  sbonld  be  proper 
thai  n particularoftbc  king’s  expencts  sbnulit 
be  laid  before  Ciic  flouse.”  Mr.  ^Valpulv, 
General  Stanhope,  Mr.  Lechnicre,  and  souie 
ocher  courtiers,  who,  on  this  Qcca<ion,  were 
joined  by  some  of  the  opposite  jiarty,  having 
exploded  that  pruposal  ns  alcogetlicr  inconsis* 
tent  witii  the  king's  honour,  to  have  all  the  pri- 
vate expences  of  his  family  and  liouseliold 
looked  into,  asifheliad  need  of  a guardian,  the 
country  party  then  moved,  that  the  sum  of 
SQOfiOOl.  per  annum  be  given  to  his  majesty, 
and  100,000/.  per  mmiim  srttled  on  the  prince 
of  Wales.  Thu  courtiers  perceiving  that  tlie 
proposal  of  giving  the  prioce  of  Wales  n sepa- 
rate revenue,  was  only  a design  to  divide  tlie 
royal  family,  by  lessening  the  next  heir  appa- 
rent's dependence  ou  cbe  king,  opposed  it  with 
great  warmth ; and  the  question  being  put 
upon  that  motion,  the  same  was  carried  in  the 
negative  by  a great  majoniy.  Tbe  country 
party  having  bet  these  two  points,  some  of 
that  party  more  upenly  opposed  the  main  ques- 
tion among  the  rest. 

Sir  Wiliiaiii  W^dham  said,  “ Uc  had  tlie  lio- 
noor  CO  serve  queen  Aniie,  and  had  the  oppnr- 
tnnity  to  look  both  into  iier  revenue  and  ex- 
peaces;  and  be  could  assure  the  House,  tiiut 
about  500,000/.  per  nnnuni,  were  suilicient  for 
tbe  support  of  her  family  and  civil  list ; though 
slio  reserved  about  50,000/.  a year  for  the  liiie 
king  James's  consort."  Tbe  courtiers  were  glad 
of  this  last  cunlession  ; and 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  desired  the  Com- 
mittee totnke  of 
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luid  advanced,  because  it  would  serve  to  con- 
firm some  mailers,  wliicli  the  Coromiuee  of 
Secrecy  had  fouud  in  the  papers  that  were  laid 
Letore  tbeni, 

couriitr,  who,  at  time  time,  spoke  on  the 
opporite  side,  made  some  reflections  ou  the 
present  untlirilly  admbistratioii  of  his  ma- 
jesty's revenue;  and,  in  particular,  took  no- 
tice* of  the  salaries  of  the  judges  being  ad- 
vanced ; nut,  said  he,  fur  services  done,  but 
expected.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  tbe  ques- 
tion being  put  npun  Oic  motion  before  men- 
tioned, about  seven  .o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
saute  w as  carrieil  in  ibe  affirmative  wiihuuc  di- 
viding. 

Debate  etmeerning  Pensions.']  May  18. 
rtie  Conittions  resolved  themselves  ioio  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of  (he 
several  lists  and  accounts  ofannuities,  pensions, 
and  bounties  granted  by  tbe  late  queen,  or  liia 
present  majesty;  upnn  , which  there  arose  a 
warm  debate,  The  leading  men  among  the 
friends  of  the  late  ministry,  supported  again 
by  a great  many  courtiers,  exclaimed  against 
the  pensions  given  by  the  crown  to  several 
persons  of  qnaliiy,  some  of  whom  they  named 
who  hnd  no  occusioii  fnr  them ; and  a motion 
was  made,  Thatan  address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  lliat  be  would  be  pleased  to  retrench 
all  umiecessary  pensions,  and  grant  no  more 
any  such  for  the  future.  Hereupon, 

.Mr.  Robert  irn/po/e  shewed,  That  they  ought 
not  to  stint  tbe  king’s  beneficence,  nor  debar 
his  majesty  from  the  exercise  of  the  most  glo- 
rious branch  of  his  royal  prerogative,  wliicb  is 
to  besintv  his  favours  on  such  as  distinguish 
themselves  in  his  service.  He  was  seconded 
by, 

Mr.  Hampden,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  oii- 
served,  (hat  all  the  pensinns  about  which  so 
much  noise  was  made,  did  not  amount  to  above 
S5,0CK)/.  a year ; and  to  wave  the  motion  made 
by  tbe  conntry  party,  he  moved,  That  the  chair- 
man should  leave  the  choir ; which,  being  put 
to  the  vote,  passed  in  the  affirmative,  by  191 
votes  against  188;  so  that  the  court  party  car- 
ried it  by  three  voices  only. 

700,000/.  per  onnKoi^niR/ed/o  the  King  for 
-his  Houuho/d.]  May  S3.  Tbe  Commons,  in  a 
grand  comiuiuee  on  the  supply,  came  to  this 
resolution,  viz.  That  to  enablo  his  majesty  tu 
support  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  to  make 
an  bonaiirable  provision  fur  the  royal  family, 
(here  be  granted  tu  bis  majesty,  during  his  lite, 
an  uddiLiuiisI  revenue  of  130,000/.  per  annum ; 
which,  together  witii  the  neat  produce  of  the 
civil  list  brnnehes,  may  make  up  tbe  clear 
yearly  snm  of  700,000/.  for  llie  service  of  his 
majesty’s  lioushold  and  family,  and  other  hit 
neccssHry  expences  aud  occasions.  This  re- 
solutiun  was  reported  un  the  U‘Uii,  and  ogreed  - 
tu  by  tlie  liciuse. 

Debate  ia  the  Lords  on  a Bill  to  regulate  the 
Zand  Forces.]  May  SO.  The  House  of  Lords 
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for  rrgolating  the  lanrf>fnrces ; when  there 
arose  a great  debate  about  a clause,  for  con* 
hning  the  several  regiments  to  those  parts  of 
liismajesty’s  dominions,  for  which  they  were 
allutt^ : for  instance,  the  twelve  thousniid  men 
that  were  on  the  Irish  establishment,  Cn  Ire- 
land, The  duke  of  Bucks,  the  lord  Trevor, 
the  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  bishop  of  Ro- 
chester, and  some  others  of  that  party,  spoke 
for  tlie  clause.  But  the  duke  of  Meriboroogb 
and  some  other  lords  shewed  the  fatal  conse- 
quences, with  which  it  might  be  attended,  in 
case  of  ao  invasion  from  abroad,  or  an  insur- 
rection at  home,  by  a number  of  coemies,  fo- 
reign or  domestic,  superior  to  the  number  of 
forces  actually  on  the  spot,  where  either  of  them 
should  happen.  It  was  further  urged,  “That 
hu  majesty  having  trusted  his  person  and  fa- 
mily intirely  in  the  hands  of  the  nation,  and  at 
the  opening  oftliis  session  told  the  parliament, 
That  what  they  should  judge  necessary  for  their 
safety,  he  should  think  sufficient  for  his  own  ; 
the  least  they  could  do  for  him,  was  to  leave 
to  his  wisdom  and  discretion  the  disposal  of 
the  few  troops,  that  were  kept  on  foot.”  Some 
Tory  Lords  moved,  that  the  foreign  officers 
might  be  excluded  fronsthat  number : Bui, 

The  Duke  of  Murlborotigh  spoke  iu  their  fa- 
vour,<and  argued,  “ That  to  exclude  officers, 
who,  like  the  Freach  refugees,  had,  for  above 
five  aud  twenty  years,  served  Englnnd  with 
dietingoislied  zeal  and  untainted  fidelity,  would 
be  a piece  of  injustice  unprecedentw  in  tlie 
most  barbarous  iialiuns.’'  - 

After  some  ntber  speeches,  tlie  qursiion  was 
put,  whether  the  clause  should  he  inserted; 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  31  voices 
iigoiiist  D5.  Tlie  next  day,  the  Lords  read  the 
bill  the  third  time,  which,  with  some  amend- 
ments, was  approved,  aud  sent-  down  to  the 
Commons. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  about  the  Conspirators 
against  K.  Williams.]  June  1.  Therewasa 
Debate  in  thellouse  about  aBill,  for  continuing* 
the  Imprisonment  of  the  ccinspiniiurs  against 
the  life  of  the  late  king  William.  A Petition 
haviug  beeu  ofiered  in  their  behalf,  the  lord 
Nortli  and  Grey  moved,  that  a day  might  he 
oppoinierl  to  consider  of  it;  and  was  seconded 
by  the  lord  Trevor.  Tliey  were  opposed  by 

Lord.JbamtAend,  f who  said,  '•  He  wondered 


• R.  Blackburn,  R.  Canills,  J,  Btniardi,  R, 
Meldrum,  and  J.  Chambers,  wiTecoimiiitted  to 
Newgate,  in  March  and  April  1696,  for  con- 
spiring the  murder  and  assassination  nf  king 
William  III.  in  the7lh  aud  8th  of  whose  reign 
and  since,  several  acts  were  passed  forcontinu- 
ingtlieirimprisniiment,  from  time  to  lime,  but 
all  of  them  expireii  at  the  demise  of  queen  Anne. 
t“  Charles  viscount  Towndiend,  who  now  took 
the  lead  in  the  nriminstratioD,  wns  eldest  son  of 
Sir  Ui.rHlioTownsliend.wlm  was  so  liigblv  instru- 
mental in  lorwarding  the  restoratioil  of ’Charles 
8.  that  ill  lodlhe  was  created  a peer,  and 
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any  member  of  that  august  assembly,  would 
speak  in  favour  otsoch  execrable  wretches,  who 
designed  to  have  embrued  their  bands  in  the 
Iiloud  of  their  sovereign and  therefore  moved 
“That  their  petition  he  rejected.’’ Upon  this 
the 

Lord  Delaaar  represented,  ‘ That  after  the 


look  bis  seat  in  the  bouse  of  peers  in  1697,  at- 
tached liimself  to  Somers,  and  acted  so  cordially 
with  the  Whigs, tinu  when  William  formed  a new 
administration,  principally  composed  of  that 
party,  a rumour  was  ciiculatcti,  that  he  was  ap- 
poiuted  privy  seal.  In  1706,biewasnaniiDated 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  settling  the  onion 
with  Scotland;  b 1707,  captain  of  the  yeomen 
of  thequeen’s  guard,  and  in  1709,  accompanied 
the  duke  oi  Mnrlbofuugh  to  Gertrtiydeuberg, 
as  jomt  plenipotentiary,  to  opens  negotiation 
for  peace  with  France;  he  was  deputed  in  the 
same  year  ambassador  extraordinary  to  the 
states  general,  and  coccloded  with  them  the 
barrier  treaty.  Soon  after  (he  change  of  the 
Whig  aduiiuislratimi  heiesigncd  Iiis  embassy, 
was  removed  from  his  post  of  captain  of  the 
yeomen,  and  censured  by  the  Tory  House  of 
Commons  for  having  signed  thtc  treuly.  During 
the  early  pact  ofilie  reigu  of  queen  Anne,  on 
account  of  his  ynulb,  he  had  uettd  only  a sob- 
ordiuate  part;  hut  towards  the  ciose  of  that 
reign  his  serrices  and  decisive  conduct  raised 
his  consequence,  and  he  (iniiicd  great  accession 
ofcharocter,with  liis  party,  on  being  prosecuted 
at  the  snnieiime  wiih  the  duke  of  Mai  I borough. 

*'  With  parts  moresnlidilian  specious,  Towos- 
lieiid  acquired  uiiremitted  assiduity,  and  from 
ioDg  experience,  the  talent  that  rendered  him  an  , 
able  man  of  business,  which  was  the  principal 
object  of  his  ambition.  TIioubIi  plain  in  Ids 
language,  and  often  perplexed  in  argument,  yet 
he  spoke  sensibly,  and  with  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  his  subject.  He  was  firm,gencroui,  dis- 
interested, of  unblemished  integiitv,  and  un- 
siiUied  honour;  buthewas  warm,  impetuous, 
and  impatient  of  contradiction.  Jiiiiiatcd  in 
diplomatic  irunsactions  during  the  congress  at 
Gertruydenherg  atnl  the  Hague,  he  cberisbed 
too  great  an  attachment  to  negotiation,  and  was 
apt  to  propose  hold  and  decisive  measures, 
which  the  temperate  and  pacific  disposition  of 
Walpole  was  continually  emjiluyej  in  cuunier- 

During  the  two  months  whicii  iotmediately 
preceded  the  queen’s  death,  and  the  interval 
wiiicli  ensued  between  that  event  and  the  arri- 
val of  the  king,  Tnwnshend  teems  to  have  se- 
cured aud  governed  Bothmar,  and  the  nilier 
Hanoverian  agents  in  Rnglniid  ; to  have  sup- 
planted Siinderlanrl  and  liulifax,  and  to  have 
iihtained  the  entire  confidence  of  the  king,  of 
which  he  had  previously  acquired  a very  riiMin- 
guishedsliare,bv  hi<  great  reputation  far  integri- 
ty and  talents,  by  the  refommeBihitinii  of  pen- 
sionary  Heinsius,  Sliiigelaiidc  and  other  leading 
men  of  the  Dutch  republic,  and  hy  Ins  uoirorni 
adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  Piotestaut  sue* 
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dritth  of  king  Witliarn,  i>ie  {i«r]i»iieut  hul  left 
to  Uie  discretion  of  iLe  laic  qureii  eidier  tbe 
cuiilinuing  in  }>rifiia,  or  ciiUrgiiii  of  (he$e  cri- 
minals; That  no’i'irly  doubled  ber  late  mi^esty's 
clemency,  bat  tbai'alic  bad  aucli  u respect  for 
tbe  memory  of  king  Willinin,  such  a regard  to 
the  saletyofcroivoi'tllieids,  and  such  an  abhor- 
rence lor  tfaecrimesihese  prisoners  ?tood  cburg- 
ecl  with,  ibec  she  did  not  think  fil  to  relcaie 
them  from  tbeir  condnement : That  all  these 
reasons  were  non  eniorcedi  by  the  open  dis< 
aRection  eliewn  to  bis  majesty’s  penon  and 
gOTeromeoc;  and  that  they  ought  to  be  so  ten- 
der of  the  presernttion  of  so  precious  aide,  that, 
in  Ids  opinion,  itwere  necessury  to  make  tbe 
act  lu  question  absolute,  and  uoi  leave  the  con- 
Hiieuiem  of  the  criminds  to  bis  majefty's  dis- 
crelioo,  lesl  bis  natural  clvnieucy  should  make 
liim  ureriook  bis  own  sulety,’’  upon  ibis  the 
Petition  wus  rejected  t('itlio'ut  dividing. 

Debate  m (At;  Coramons  oii  the  Bill  for  rQ’u- 
'latin^  lAr  forcrr.J  June  1.  The  Ltirds  haviiie 
sent  bi  tlieCommims,  the  bill  for  ibe  better 
regulating  tbe  Forces,  &tc.  nnd  tlie  nnieod- 
ments  to  the  bi!l  by  the  Lords  being  read,  n 
motion  was  made,  That  tbe  firthsr  coiisidera- 
tino  of  those  ninendnientsbeadjoumed,  which 
wascerried  in  the  ncraiive;  .vnd  then  those 
amendments  being  rend  a second  time,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Shipiien,  having,  on  this  occasion,  re- 
flected on  the  administration,  as  if  they  de- 
signed to  set  up  a standing  army,  and  iii«nua- 
ted,  as  if,  after  all  tbe  great  clamour  that  bail 
been  raised,  tlieir  secret  committee  would  end 
in  smoke  ; be  was  taken  up  by 

Mr.  Bosaucen,  who  suid,  *'  &e  could  not  for- 
bear taking  notice  of  tbe  insolence  of  a cer- 
tain sec  of  men,  who  boTiog  couimltied  the 
blackest  crimes,  bud  yet  tbe  assurance  to  dare 
ibejuBticeof  thenuiion;  but  be  hoped  those 
crimes  would  not  long  remain  uiiptmisbed : 
That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  were  ready  to 


“ Aq  early  and  intitnateconuection  had  been 
formeil  between  Townshendand  Waluole;  they 
were  distantly  related,  neighbours  iu  tbe  snine 
county,  and  educated  ni  the  same  scbonl;  they 
joined  the  some  party,  acted  under  the  same 
leaders,  underwent  ibesuine  persecutions,  uud 
co-operated  in  the  same  opposition.  The  mar- 
riage which  Towiishend  liad  contracted  with 
Dorothy  Walpole,  in ' 1713,  drew  closer  ibe 
bonds  of  niniiy,  and  added  an  uiii>m  of  bh'od  lu 
the  connection  of  party.  ,WnJpolc  had  peribnu- 
ed  too  many  essentini  services  to  the  ilaiiovor 
family,  and  was  coo  able  a speaker  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  nut  m occupy  a distinguished  situ- 
ation at  the  accession  nf  George  2,  nod  his  con- 
nection with  Townsbeiid  facilimted  liis  |iromo- 
imu.  Slooii  after  Ibe  landing  oftbeking,  he 
was  appointed,  as  I liave  already  raciilioiieH, 
paymaster  general  of  the  forces,  to  wbicfi  wws 
added  the  paynia^'ersliip  of  Chelsea  Hospital ; 
very  lucrative  eniploynients,  in  which  lie  con- 
siderably Vid![>^OTed'hi«roRliReJ''C«i&«VWidp9kt''< 
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make  their  report ; and  bad  directed  their 
ebuirmun  to  move  the  iluuse  the  very  nexeriay ; 
that  a day  might  be  appointed  for  receiving  tbe 
said  Report ; and  that,  in  the  mean  lime  he 
might  venture  to  assnre  the  Iluuse,  tbut  tiiey 
bad  found  suSicient  matter  to  impeach  of 
High  Treason  several  lords  and  some  cum- 

Mr.  R.  IFal/iole  said-,  “ That  he  wanted 
words  to  express  tie  villainy  of  the  last  Frenchi- 
fied ministry.” 

Mr.  Secretary  SlanAo/Madded,  lie  wondered, 
that  men  whii,  were  guilty  of  such  coortnuus 
eriiues,  bad  still  tbe  audaciousness  to  appear  in 
the  poldic  streets. 

-Iifr.  R.  ITalpa/e'f  Motion  for  receizing  the 
Secret  Commitlee't  Rtport."]  June  2.  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Walpole  acquainted  the  House  from  the 
I Couiiniitee  of  Seciecy,  “That  they  Imd  exa- 
I mined  the  Books,  jfec.  referred  to  them,  and 
I had  uiatterii  of  the  greatest  importance  to  lay 
before  the  House;  aud  ihat  the  committee 
' had  directed  him  to  move  tbe  House,  that  a 
day  uiiglit  be  appointed  for  receiving  their  Re- 
port." Upon  which,  after  a small  debate,  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  said  report  lie  received 
upon  tbni  day  sevennijtht;  and  that  all  the 
member:  do  attend  at  that  time,  upon  pain  of 
incurring  the  bigbest  displeasure  of  tbe  House, 

Junes.  The  king  enme  to  tbe  House  nf 
Peers,  and  gave  tbe  royal  assrnt  to  the  Mali- 
bill  and  the  Mutiny-bill,  and  bs  majesty  being 
gone,  die  Commons  returned  to  tlieir  liou^^r.anrl 
ordered  that  the  Coomiittee  of  Secrecy  shmihl 
have  leave  to  sic  during  the  mljourninent  of 
■ be  House,  who  dieii  ndjr.urued  till  the  8’h  of 
June,  by  reiuoii  of  tbe  Whitsuntide  bnlidays. 

jWr.  J{.  Walpole's  Motion  jor  epprekr.nding 
cueh  I'trai^  as  should  be  named  bp  the  CVwir- 
wan  of  the  Secret  ComiiiiHer.'\  June  9.  Mr. 
Robert  Widfiide,  fnitii  the  Commiitee  nf  Se- 
crecy, acquninted  tbe  Hoiive ; “ TImt  be  had  A 
Report  to  present;  According  to  their  orderj 
but  that  be  bad  the  commands  of  the  Coiu- 
initiee  to  make  a moiiou  to  the  IIou^c  before 
be  read  the  Report;  That  ibcre  are  in  llie  Re- 
port matters  or  die  highest  importance  : That 
although  the  Coiinuiliuc  hud  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  record-,  tliey  did  not 
think  fit  tv  make  use  tliereof,  believing  it  to  be 
nectssiiry,  in  order  to  bring  oireiidcrs  tojusiice, 
that  some  persons  should  be  secured,  before  it 
is  possible  they  should  know  what  ibcyare  lu 
be  examined  lu ; uid  lest  llicy  should  have  no- 
tice from  n hat  sli  lulJ  be  n-ad  in  the  report,  to 
make  tlieir  escape,  be  uas  commanded  by  the 
committee,  aaording  loturmer  precedents,  to 
move,  That  a warrant  iiiuy  be  issued,  by  Mr. 
Hpeaker,  to  apprehend  certAiii  periuns  wliu  shall 
be  named  to  liini  by  the  chairman  rif  the  said 
ennimilcee;  and  (Imt  no  men  l.or^  may  be  per- 
mitted to  go  uut  of  the  Housv.” 

Hereupon  it  was  ordered,  1.  “ Tnat  (he 
lobby  bedeared  of  all slroogcrs.  and  the  back 
:doiu»'ef'«be  Speek^V-  eiaaclriie  be  locked  up, 
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and  the  kev  brought  end  laid  upon  the  table ; 
•Bd  that  ibe  SeijeanC  do  stand  at  the  door  of 
the  House,  and  aufferao  member  logo  forth. 
S.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  to 
tlieserjeant  at  arms  attending  the  House,  to 

take  into  his  custody  such  persons  as  shall  be 
named  to  Mr.  Speaker  by  the  chairomu  of  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  io  order  to  their  being 
examined  before  iliesaid  committee. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Speaker  issued  out  his  warrant 
to  tile  aerjeaiit  at  arms,  to  take  into  his  cus- 
tody sever^  persuns  that  were  named  to  him 
by  hlr.  Walpole,  particularly  Mr.  Malthew 
Prior,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  the  first  of 
frhum  was  immediately  apprehended,  and  the 
other  some  hours  after. 

7Vi<  Rcpirrt/rom  fAe  Secret  Committee  pro- 
tented  and  read."]  This  done,  Mr.  Walpole  ac- 
quainted the  House,  “ That  the  Committee  of 
^recy  had  perused  the  books  and  papers  re- 
ferred to  tlicm,  nnd  had  agreed  upon  a report 
which  they  had  commaiulcil  him  to  make : 
That  it  was  contained  in  two  books,  one  of 
which  was  the  Report,  and  the  other  an  Ap- 
pendix to  it,  containing  at  large  those  letters 
and  papers  which  were  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port." And  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  the  same  in  at  tlie 
table,  together  with  the  Appendix  and  the 
books  which  were  referred  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. The  reading  of  the  said  report  hav- 
ing lasted  from  one  bll  aboutsix  in  the  evening, 
a motion  was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  late 
ministry,  and  the  question  put.  That  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  be  adjourned  till 
next  morning,  but  it  was  carried  in  'the  nega- 
tive, by  883  agoiust  17S,  and  ordered,  chat  the 
Report  be  now  read  : And  the  clerk  of  the 
House  having  read  part  of  it,  till  half  an  hour 
past  eight,  the  farther  consideration  of  it  was 
adjourned. 

Debate  thereon."]  June  10.  The  Commons 
resumed  the  adjourned  considersiion  of  the 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  and 
the  rest  of  tlie  Report  being  read,  which  lasted 
till  about  four  iu  the  afternouii. 

Sir  IHoraor  ffartmer  *, moved,  That  thecim- 
sideration  of  thesaidReport  beadjoumed,  till 
the  Slscof  the  same  month,  and  was  seconded 
by  the  leading  men  among  the  friends  of  the 
late  ministry,  who  moved  also,  That  the  said 
Report  f be  printed,  to  be  perused  by  oil  tbe 
members  of  the  House.  Herenpon, 

Mr.  Roiert  Walpole  said,  “ He  could  not 
bet  wonder,  lliat  those  gentlemen  who  bad 
shewed  so  greatimpatieuce  tu  have  the  Report 
laid  before  tbe  House,  should  now  press  for  a<i- 
joumiug  tbe  consideration  of  it.  That  as  for 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  as  they  had  not 
yet  gone  through  all  the  branches  of  their  in- 


* Speaker  of  the  last  Parliament.  See  vol. 
e,  p.  1358. 

t Pur  the  whole  of  this  important  Report, 
together  with  the  Papers  therein  referred  to, 
see  Appendix, I,,.,... i 
VOL.  VII. 
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quiry,  they  could  b.-ive  ‘wished  some  longer 
time  bad  been  allowed  them  to  peruse  and  di- 
gest several  juiportaut  papers.  That  in  order 
tu  that  tlity  would  have  deferred  three  weeks 
or  a month,  the  laying  their  report  before  the 
House;  but  that  auioe  gentlemen  having  re- 
flected on  cl>e  pretended  slowness  of  the  com- 
mittee, since  the  said  Report  was  now  be- 
fore them,  (hey  must  even  go  through  with  it." 

Mr.  Secretary  StunAope  added,  “That  for 
bis  own  part,  he  would  readily  agree  to  give 
those  geoUemen  all  the  time  they  could  desire 
to  consider  of  the  Report;  but  that  since  they 
themselves  bad  precipitated  this  afiair,  he  was  of 
opinion,  they  ought  to  prosecute  it  with  vigour, 
lest,  by  stopping  on  a sutlden,  they  should 
fortify  the  notion,  winch  the  friends  of  the  lacs 
ministry  bad  with  great  industry  propagated 
among  the  people,  tliat  the  Report  ol'  the  Com- 
mittee of  S^recy  would  vanish  into  smoke; 
the  rather,  because  these  malicious  insiuua- 
cions  had  raised  the  spirits  and  insolence  of 
the  disaSccied,  and  were  the  principal  cause  of 
the  present  ferment  among  the  giddy  multitude. 
That  he  agreed  with  tbe  member  who  had 
moved  for  the  printing  nf  Che  Report : that  not 
only  the  House,  but  the  whole  world,  niiglit  be 
convinced  of  tbe  fairness  and  impartiality  of 
their  proceedings;  but  that  the  crimes  of  some 
persons  named  in  the  Report  were  so  obvious 
to  every  body,  that  they  ought,  in  his  eitinioo, 
immediately  proceed  to  the  impeaching  of  them.” 
Some  proposed  the  adjouratng  the  debate 
till  one  time,  some  till  another ; but  the  court 
party  were  resolved  against  any  delays;  and 
tbe  question  being  put  about  seven  in  tlie  even- 
ing,  on  the  motion  made  by  sir  Thomas  Han- 
mer,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  ftSO 
against  IfiO. 

Mr.  R.  Walpole  impeacket  Lord  Bolingbmke 
of  High  Treason.]  This  point  gained  : 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  said,  “ He  mode  no 
question,  chat,  after  the  Report  bad  been  twice 
read,  tbe  whole  House  was  fully  convinced, 
that  Henry  lord  viscount  Boliiigbroke  was- 
guUcy'uf  High  Treuson,  pud  ocher  high  crime* 
and  misdemeanours : That  therefore  he  im- 

Eeached  bimof  chose  crimes  ; butif  any  mem- 
er  had  any  thing  Co  say  in  his  benalf  be 
doubted  not  Wt  the  Hoose  was  ready  to  bear 
him.” 

After  a deep  silence  in  the  House  for  some, 
minutes, 

Mr.  Hangerforirose  up  nod  mid,  “ That 
in  his  opiniuu,  noihiug  was  mentioned  in  the 
Report,  in  rehition  to  tba  lord  Bolingbroke, 
chat  amounted  to  High  Treason.” 

General  Rom  said,  He  wondered  no  body 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  lord  Bolingbroke;  llia^ 
for  bis  own  part  be  had  nothing  to  say  at  pre- 
sent ; but  reserved  to  himself  to  speak  in  a 
propner  liise. 

Lord  Coningsby  impeaches  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  uj'  High  Treason.]  Tbe  resolution  for 
^liggbw}!^'pf'H>sl»Trea* 
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son  and  ocher  high  crimes  nod  misdemeanours, 
being  passed, 

Lord  stood  up,  and  said,  '‘The 

worthy  chairman  of  the  Commiliec  has  im* 
eaclied  the  hand,  but  I do  impeach  the  bead ; 
e has  impeached,  the  clerk,  and  I the  Justice; 
he  has  impeached  the  scholar,  and  I the  mas- 
ter : I impeach  Kobcri  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  of  high  treason  and  other  high 
crimes  and  misdciocanuurs.'’  Hereupon, 

Mr.  Auditor  Harley  ‘made  alon^patheiic 
speech  ; wherein  he  endeavoured  cojusufy  his 
brother, the  carl  of  Oxford,  ashaviiigdoneno- 
tbing  Imt  by  the  immediate  commands  of  the 
late  queen;  urging,  chat  the  peace  was  a good 
one,  and  approved  as  such  hy  two  parliaments; 
concluding,' that  the  facts  mentioned  in  the 
Report,  and  which  were  charged  on  the  earl, 
could  not  be  construed  to  amountto  high  trea- 
son, but  only  in  strict  rigour,  to  misilemea- 
nours.  He  was  backed  by 

Mr.  Themns  Falcy*  the  earl's  brother-in-law, 
who  complained  of  the  hardship  put  npon  that 
nobleman,  in  charging  him  nidi  high  treason, 
before  [hey  had  examined  the  Report:  but 
what  was  yet  more  favourable  for  the  earl,  was 

Sir  Joseph  Jch/ll,  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  >vho  said,  “ That  as  to  the  lord  Bo- 
lingbrokc,  they  had  mure  than  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  convict  him  of  high  treason,  upon  the 
statute  25  Edward  3,  but  that  os  to  the  eari 
of  Oxford,  be  doubted  whether  they  had  either 
sufficient  matter  or  evidence  to  impeach  him 
of  treason.’' 

But  another  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  having  assured  tlie  House,  That  be- 
sides what  had  appeared  before  them,  and  was 
meutioned  in  the  Report,  they  had  other  evi- 
deace,  vim  ■aoce;  It  was  resolved,  without  a 
division,"  That  this  House  will  impeach  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  end  earl  Mortimer,  of  high 
treason,  and  other  liigh  crimes  and  rmsdeamcan- 
oun And  ordered.  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  to  draw  up  Articles  of 
Impeachment,  and  prepare  evidence  against 
Henry  viscnuiit  Bolingbroke,  and  Robert  earl  of 
Oxforat  and  earl  Mortimer.  After  (his,  it  was 
ordered  likewise, That  the  farther  coosidoralion 
of  (be  said  Report  be  adjourned;  and  that  the 
said  Repuit,  with  the  Appendix,  be  printed. 

June  11.  The  Commonsordcred  iheSpeaker 
to  send  a printed  copy  of  the  Report  from  the 
Couuuitteeof  Secrecy  to  the  sheril?  of  every 
county,  and  to  the  returuiug  officer  of  every  I 
city  and  borough,  sending  members  t»  pariia-  | 

June  15.  Mr.  Walpole,  from  the  Commit. 


* Both  of  them  Auditors  of  the  Imprest  for 
life. 

t " The  next  morr;iog  the  earl  of  Oxford 
went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  at  first  ap- 
eaced  undisturbed,  but  fmdiug  that  most  mem- 
ers  avoided  sitting  near  him,  and  that  even  carl 
Powlet  was  shy  or  exchanging  a few  words  with 
him,  he  rit&b#db»'ef  fhe'toiisf.^''  Ith'dsli."'  “j 


tee  of  Secrecy,  acquainted  the  House,  That  he 
was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move  the 
House,  That  the  persons  taken  into  custody, 
pursuant  to  the  oraer  of  the  House  of  the  9th 
instant  might  be  examined  in  the  most  solemn 
manner, according  to  former  precedents.  Upon 
which  it  was  ordered.  That  such  members  of 
the  Committee  ofSecrecy,  who  : re  jastiees  of 
the  peace  for  the  counW  of  Middlesex,  should 
examine  Mr.  Matthew  Prior,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley,  at  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Prior  ordered  inlo  close  custodp."}  June 
17.  Mr.  Walpole  acquainted  the  House,  That 
pursnoot  to  tbar  order,  Matthew  prior,  esq. 
bad  been,  the  day  before,  examioed  before  the 
Committee  of  S^ecy,  and  during  a long  ex- 
amination, there  appeared  matters  of  such  im- 
portance, that  the  Committee  liad  directed 
him  ro  move  the  House,  that  he  might  be  con- 
fined in  close  custody,  and  no  person  permitted 
tocometohim:  upon  which  it  was  ordered, 
That  Mr.  Matthew  Prior,"  now  in  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  arms,  be  confined  in  close 
custody,  and  uo  person  permitted  to  come  to 
him  witDout  leave  from  Mr.  Speaker.f 

Jlfr.  Secretary  Stanhope  impeitehes  Jama 
Duke  of  Ormond  of  High  Treason.']  June  21. 

The  House  having,  according  to  order,  con- 
sidered further  of  the  report  from  die  Com- 
mittee of  Sccrcey, 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  stood  up  and  said, 

He  wished  be  were  not  obliged  to  break  silence 
on  that  occasion ; but  that  as  a member  of  the 
Secret  Committee,  and  of  chat  great  assembly 
which  uugbt  to  do  the  nation  justice,  he  tbouglit 
it  Ills  duty  to  impeach  Jatnss  duke  of  Ormond 
of  high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanours:  He  was  seconded  by  Mr, 
Boscawen.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Archibald  Hutcheson  made  a long 
speech  in  behalf  of  tiie  duke  of  Ormond,  where- 
in he  set  fortli  his  nuble birth  and  qualifications; 

' and  the  great  services  which  both  he  and  Ids 
illustrious  ancestors  bad  performed  to  the 
crown  and  nation;  drged,  That  in  the  whole  i 
course  of  his  late  conduct,  he  bad  bat  obeyed 
the  late  queeu's  commands;  and  concluded, 
That  if  all  that  was  alledged  against  his  grace 
in  (he  report  could  be  made  out,  it  would,  in 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  amount  to  no  more  than 
high  misdemcaniiurs.  This  speech  made  a 

* One  of  the  Commissioners  ofTrede  and 
Plantations. 

t “ This  order  occasioned  various  reports  s 
some  affirmed,  that  the  carl  of  Oxford,  or  some 
nf  his  friends,  had  been  in  close  conference 
with  Mr.  Prior,  and  so  effectually  tampered 
vriiti  him,  that  he  was  more  reserved  in  an- 
swering questions  than  be  had  been  before. 
However  that  he,  it  is  certain,  Mr.  Prior  did 
prevaricate.”  Tindal. 

The  account  of  what  passed  aj  Mr.  Prior's 
Examiiiation,  as  drawn  up  by  his  own  hand, 
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great  impresaioa  on  the  House;  ami  Mr.  Hut* 
cfaesou  wns  seconded  bjf 

Genera]  Lumley,  who  said  anong  oilier 
things,  That  the  duke  of  Ormond  bad,  on  ail 
occasions,  mveu  signal  proofs  both  of  bis  at- 
feclioii  and  love  for  his  countrjr,  and  of  his  per- 
sonal bravery  and  courage,  particularly  at  the 
battle  of  Laiidcn,  where  be  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner ; and  that  the  kte  king  William 
was  exiremoly  satisfied  with  his  grace's  gallant 
behaviour.  Tliat  bis  grace  had  generously  es* 

S ended  the  best  part  of  bis  estate  in  ibe  wars, 
ving  in  a most  noble  and  splendid  manner, 
for  the  honour  of  bis  country : that  therefore 
in  consideration  both  of  his  great  services,  and 
bis  illustrious  relations,  if  be  bad  oflate  been 
so  unfortunate  as  to  fail  in  any  part  of  bis  con- 
duct, they  ODgbc  not  to  proce^  against  him 
with  the  otmoat  rigour  of  the  law ; the  rather 
because  ho  ever  meant  well,  and  'was  drawn 
iuto  ill  meaeores  bv  crafty  ministers. 

Sir  Joitph  Jckyli  spoke'  likewise  iu  favour  of 
the  duke  of  Ormond  : be  said,  That  if  there 
was  room  for  mercy,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
shewn  to  that  noble,  generous  and  courageous 
peer,  who  for  many  years,  had  exerted  those 
great  accocnplisbmentsfor  the  good  and  honour 
of  bis  ceuntiy.  That  if  of  lace  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  deviate  from  his  former  conduct,  the 
blame  ought  not,  injustice  and  equity,  belaid 
to  bim,  but  to  them  principally,  who  abusing 
his  aUection,  loyalty  and  zeal  for  tbe  service 
of  his  royal  mistress,  had  drawn  him  into  per- 
nicious counsels:  that  therefore,  as  the  statute 
of  tbe  HJIth  Edward  S,  on  which  the  charge 
ofhigli  treason  agaiast  his  grace  was  to  be 
grounded,  had  been  mitigated  by  subsequent 
bwi,  tlie  House  ought  not,  in  his  opinion,  to 
take  advantage  of  that  act  against  the  dnke, 
but  oidyimpeach  him  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanours. lie  added.  That  some  persons 
endeavoured  to  aggravate  the  duke  of  Ormond's 
faults,  by  charging  upon  him  tbe  riots  and  tu- 
mults which  the  populace  committed  daily  in 
many  places;  but  that  be  durst  aver,  that  his 
gmeedid  noways  countenance  those  disorders ; 
and  if  the  disaffected  made  use  of  his  name, 
unknown  to  him,  his  grace  ought  not  to  suffer 

General  Ron  laid  great  stress  apon  sir  Jo- 
seph Jekyll's  opinion,  and  said  all  he  could  in 
bis  commendation,  and  tbe  duke’s  defence. 

Sir  William  Wyndliam,Mr.Thomas  Onslow, 
hir.  Ward,  Mr.  Hungerford,  and  some  other 
members  of  both  parties,  spoke  also  on  the 
same  side:  buthlr.  Lydilnl,  member  for  Lest- 
withiel,  Mr  Hampden,  and  Mr.  Thompson 
strongly  supported  geaeral  Stanhope's  mutioa  ; 
answers  all  that  had  been  alledgediatheduke's 
favour;  and  among  other  things  represented, 
Tiiat  he  ever  affected  popularity  ; that  be  could 
not  be  ignuranc  of  tM  tumults  and  riots  of 
which  his  name  was  the  signal;  and  that  since 
he  did  nut  publicly  disown  them  who  made  use 
of  bis  name,  bis  silence  was  a tacit  approbation 
of  their  proceedings,  and  seemed  to  tutnaon 

ibe  peopte 


•Sir  Edmard  IJorthey  (Attorney  Geoeral), 
said  that  he  did  noldisown,  but  that  in  tlie  Ite- 
port  of  the  Comtnjitee  of  Secrecy,  there  were 
suae  matters,  ou  which  an  impeachmeoc  of 
high  treason  might  be  grounded  I’gainsi.tlie 
duke  of  Ormond  ; but  he  did  uot  think  it  pro- 
per to  explain  himself  further  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Lechmm,  Solicitor  General,  spuko 
plDiner,aiid  inentioaed  a case  parallel  to  the 
duke's,  which  bad  been  adjudged  treason. 

This  debate  lasted  from  one  till  about  half 
an  hour  past  ten,  when  tbe  question  was  put, 
and  resolved  by  a majority  ofS94  voices  against 
187,  to  impeach  James  duke  of  Onnuud  <if 
high  treason,  and  other  liigh  crimes  add  misde- 
meanors. After  which  it  was  ordered,  “ That  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  to 
draw  up  Articles  of  Impeaclimeut,  and  prepurc 
evidence  against  Jamts  duke  of  Urmund  * ; 


* “ Afler  these  impeachments,  that  of  the 
duke  of  Ormoud  became  the  principal  subject 
of  discourse.  Tbe  hicl>-church  party  made 
his  name  the  signal  for  their  tumults,  threaten- 
ing the  government  and  parlinincnt  too,  if  they 
proceeded  against  him-  His  zeal  for  die  cburcli 
was  their  chief  topic  to  excite  the  mobs  to  ap- 
pear for  .him ; and  hjs  noble  birth,  and  the  sei^ 
vices  of  bis  ancestors,  and  of  liimseif  in  Flan- 
ders, during  king  William's  reign,  were  insisted 
upon.  Nor  wa&his  generosity,  or  rather  profuse 
nay  of  living,  omitted,  to  prepossess  the  people 
in  bis  favoar : but  all  signined  nothing  ; for 
thougii  the  king  at  his  first  arrival,  dicwM  more 
lenity  and  respect  to  him,  than  his  conduct  de- 
served, and  seemed  willing  to  pass  by  his  mis- 
carriages, while  general,  as  for  as  possible,  tho 
behaviour  of  tbe  duke  and  Ids  friends  wns  sucli, 
as  made  it  impracticable  ; for  instead  of  dts- 
csuragiiig  the  mobs,  vriio  wero  taught  to  cry 
out,  an  Ormood,  io  opposition  to  king  George, 
he  plainly  countenanced  them,  and  cook  a great 
rleolof  pride  to  he  the  idol  of  tiiernbble.  He 
fiffecced  to  have  poople  ofqualiiy  appear  at  his 
levee,  and  frequent  bis  house  ; ond,  instead  of 
behaving  bimself  submissively,  had  the  vanity 
CO  justify  his  conduct  in  a printed  pieces  which 
in  reality  exposed  him  more  to  censure.  About 
the  middle  of  June,  the  folloivingndverliaement 
was  dispersed  with  great  industry  ; ‘ On  Tues- 
' dfly,  the  7cb,  of  this  month,  her  grace  tbe 
‘ duchess  of  Ormond,  in  her  return  from  Rich- 
< mond,  was  stopped  in  her  cu.-tchiby  three  per- 
. ' sons,  well  mounted,  ond  well  unned,  in  dis- 
‘ guise,  who  inquired  if  the  duke  was  io  (be 
‘ coach,  and  seemed  to  hare  a design  upon  his 
* life,  if  he  had  been  tliere.  It  has  been  ot>- 
j ‘ served,  dint  many  pereons,  armed  and  dis- 
I ‘ guised  in  like  manner,  liave  been  watching  by 
I ‘ day  and  by  ni^ic  upou  that  mad,  on  each  side 
j ‘ of  tbe  water,  nud  it  is  notto  be  donbred,  with 
I ‘ a design  to  assauinate  him.’  This  being  evi- 
I dencly  calculated  to  excite  the  fury  of  ibe  po- 
j pulace  against  the  duke's  supposed  euemies, 

I the  rest  of  bis  conduct  could  not  but  alarm  the 
I government,  and  perhaps  pruvoked  (be  House 
|<rt<s-p»flwiei«HU  >ttl''']>toi!bBd^-iiBahit>t''ihin>  sooner. 
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and  that  tbc  fartlier  consideration  of  ifae  laid 
Kepurc  be  adjourned  to  tlie  next  morning.” 

Mr.  AUlaln/  impfocAM  Thrnnas  Eurl  of 
Strafford  ff  hi/fh  Cnma  and  Mitdemeanorj.'j 
June  22.  The  Commons  resumed  the  consi- 
lieruiion  of  the  Jteport  Iroo  the  Comniittee  of 
Secrecy,  and 

Mr.  AiiMy,  who  spoke  first,  took  notice  of 
the  general  omcerii  that  had  appeared  die  dar 
before  in  Che  House,  for  the  imble  person  that 
nos  impeaclieil ; because  ibeytvere  persuaded, 
it  was  radier  Ebrougb  weakness  than  malice 
that  he  bad  followed  pernicious  counsels ; buc 
thul,  in  his  opinion,  low  if  any,  would  speak 
in  favour  nfanuilierlord,  whom  he  wus  to  iiu* 
peach.  That  the  person  he  meant,  was  Thomas 
earl  of  SiralTord,  one  uf  the  plcnipnteuciuries 
of  Great  BnUiii  iti  the  cingress  of  Utrecht ; 
whose  coutiuo  imd  been  vasdy  difierem  Irom 
that  of  l.is  colleague,  the  lord  bishop  of  Toe- 
doo  (Dr.  Joliu  Robinson,)  TliU  rhis  goad  uud 
ious  preliice  seemed  to  bare  been  put  ei  >he 
ead  of  chat  uegociation,  only  tu  palliate  the 
iniquity  of  it,  under  ilic  sacredness  uf  his  eba- 
raettr;  buc  wus  little  more  than  a cyplier  in 
the  absence  uf  the  earl  of  SiraSbrd.  That  the 
bishop  not  beiogin  the  secret  had  acted  with 
reserve  and  caution,  and  would  do  iiothiug 
without  the  queen's  special  commands ; where* 
as  the  earl  of  Strafford  not  only  was  forward  to 
veature  and  undertake  any  thing,  as  he  ex- 
presses himself  in  one  of  his  letters,  to  be  the 
tool  of  a Frenchified  ministry ; buc  in  many  in- 
stances had  gone  beyond  hisiostruclions,  and 
advised  the  most  pernicious  measures.  That 
having  impartially  weighed  the  different  cou- 
doct  of  these  two  ministers,  he  was  glad  that  no- 
thing could  be  charged  upon  thebishnp,  since  it 
gave  them  an  opportunity  to  convince  the  world 
tbatthe  church  is  not  in  danger:  but  moved,  That 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford  be  impeached  of  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanours.  Mr.  Aisiaby  af- 
terwards enlarged  upon  this  charge,  nhicli  be 
reduced  to  these  three  priucipal  heads,  viz.  1. 
The  earl  of  Strafford’s  advising  the  fatal  sus- 
peusioD  of  arms,  wliich  was  soon  af^er  attended 
will)  several  misfortunes  that  befel  the  shies ; 
and  at  Inst  reduced  them  to  the  necessity  of 

end  witli  more  vigour,  (ban  they  would  other- 
wise have  done.  It  was  the  general  opininn, 
that  the  rash,  unadvised  behaviour  uf  the  duke's 
pretended  friends,  of  whom  bishop  Atterbury 
was  chief,  greatly  promoted  this  vote.  It  was 
said  upon  very  good  grouads,  that  a relation  of 
the  duke’s  had  prevailed  upon  him  at  (hat  tine 
to  write  a submissive  letter  to  the  king,  desiring 
a favourable  interpretation  of  bis  former  ac- 
tions, and  imploring  bis  majesty's  clemeacy  ; , 
wbicii  had  so  good  an  effect,  that  he  was  to 
have  been  privately  admitted  to  the  king  in  bis 
closet,  CO  confirm  what  he  had  written.  But, 
before  the  time  came,  bishop  Atterbury  had 
been  with  him,  and  the  consequence  was,  chat 
heleic  England  abruptly,  and  never  returned 

toitmore/f''TlndBfe'-'--'''^'^'-''<'’ythc  i.m,  j ■:ir-  d 


submittiug  to  the  terms  of  an  unsafe,  disho- 
nourable peace.  S.  Advising  the  seizing  of 
Ghent  and  Bruges,  in  order  to  distress  the 
allies,  and  fnvour  tiie  enemy.  3.  The  insolence 
and  coDteniptwich  which  be  bad  treated  the 
mostserdne  House  of  Hanover,  and  their  ge- 
ueralsand  ministers. 

Mr.  Bailie,  having  seconded  Mr.  Aisiaby, 

Sir  WilliamWi/nd/uim  endeavoured  to  justify 
(he  earl  of  Strafford,  as  to  the  first  head,  by 
saying,  Tbatthe  peace,  which  was  but  the  se- 
quel aud  necessary  consequence  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  arms,  Iiad  been  approved  os  such  by 
two  successive  parliameuls,  aad  declared  ad- 
vantageous, safe,  and  honourable.  Mr.  Shipper), 
Mr.  Ward,  aud  Mr.  Snell,  member  for  Ciun- 
cester,  spuke  also  in  favour  of  the  earl  of 
Struffiird  ; as  did  also 

Mr.  Hungerford,  who  among  other  things, 
said,  that  though  tbe  bishop  of  London  had  an 
equal  share  with  die  earl  of  Strafford  la  the  ne- 
geciatioii  of  peace,  he  was,  it  seems,  to  hove 
tbe  benefit  of  his  clergy.  General  Ross  having 
likewise  said  something  tu  excuse  the  suspension 
of  arms  r 

i General  Oidogan  answered,  that  consider- 
ing the  situ.itioii  of  both  armies,  the  con- 
federates lost  the  fairest  opportunity  they  ever 
had  in  Flanders,  to  destroy  the  enemy’s  army, 
and  to  penetrate  into  the  very  heart  of  France ; 
but  added,  that  nothing  less  could  be  expected 
from  a princess  and  a rainistry,  who  had  en- 
tirely delivered  themselves  into  tbe  hands  of 

SirJimei  Compbel  spoke  also  against  the 
earl  of  Btrufford. 

Sir  David  Dalrymple  summed  up  what  had 
been  said  on  both  sides  ; and  having  illustrated 
the  present  esse  by  parallel  instances  and  pro- 
per ohservatious,  urged.  Chat  both  by  the  civil 
and  statute  laws,  the  earl  of  Siraffurd  was,  at 
least,  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

Hereupon,  about  seven  ia  tbe  evening,  the 
question  was  put,  and  by  2GS  voices  against 
100,  it  was  resolv'd,  “ Time  the  House  will  im- 
peach Thomas,  earl  ofStraffurd,  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors;''  and  ordered.  That  it  be 
referred  to  the  Conamitiee  uf  Secrecy,  to  draw 
up  Articles  of  Impeacbment  and  prepare  evi- 
dence against  the  said  earl. 

Mr.  Waipolefrom  thtCaimnittet  of  Secrecy 
reportt  the  Articke  againet  the  Earlff  Orford.] 
July?.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  from  the  Com- 
miiteeof  Secrecy,  acquainted  the  House,  “That 
(he  comtnutee  having  prepared  articles  of  im- 
peachment of  high  treason  and  otlier  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  against  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  aiid  earl  Moriimer,  bad  commanded 
him  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  they  should,  in 
a shore  time,  have  fartlier  articles  against  the 
said  earl ; aud  tliot  the  conimicceo  had  directed 
him  to  report  ihe  articles,  already  prepared, 
to  the  Heuse:”  And  be  read  tbetu  m bis  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  table, 
where  they  were  once  read, 

A'^vK^tte'it^K'asiuieecsili^tliEit  cbe  farther  con- 
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lideration  of  the  eeid  articles  be  adjourned  to 
that  day  sennight;  but  it  was  carried,  witbotit 
dividing,  that  the  said  report  be  read  o second 
time  the  uext  day.  .At  wbicb  time  the  first  teu 
articles  ofimpeachment  against  Bobert  earl  of 
Oiibrd  and  earl  Mortimer,  were  read  a second 
time;  and  upon  the  question  severally  put 
eticrenpon,  with  amendments  lo  some  of  tliem, 
there  was  a long  debate  from  two  till  eight  in 
the  evening,  when  tliey  were  agreed  to,  by  280 
against  125.  Then  a motion  being  made  aud 
the  question' put.  That  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  said  Ueport  be  adjourned  till  the  next 
morning,  the  same  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
by  347  against  139. 

Hereupon  the  eleventh  article  was  read  a se- 
cond time, and  amended  by  the  House;  and  then 
(here  arose  a great  debate,  upon  tho  question, 
Whether  the  said  article  was  high  treason  i Sir 
Robert  Raymond,  Mr.  Bromley,  sir  William 
Wyiidhem,  Mr.  Edward  Harley,  Mr.  Thomas 
Foley,  Mr.  Word  and  Mr.  liungerford  oiain- 
tainra  the  negative  ; aud  were  strongly  sup- 
ported by 

Sir  Joseph  Jekj/ll,  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  who  said,  “ That  it  was  ever  bis  prin- 
ciple to  do  justice  to  every  body,  from  the  high- 
est to  the  lowest ; being  persuaded,  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  an  honest  man  never  to  act  by 
a spirit  of  party.  That  he  hoped  he  might  pre- 
tend to  havesome  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
the  kiagdom  ; and  as  in  the  committee  of  se- 
crecy, he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  dider  from 
his  colleagues,  he  would  not  scruple  to  declare 
now  to  the  whole  House,  tliac,in  his  judgment, 
the  chaige  in  question  did  not  amoont  lo  high 
treason.”  Most  of  cbe  other  luemhers  of  the 
Committee  ofSecrecy  were  oifended  at  this 
speech,  and  thereupon  I 

Mr.  Robert  IFu/pofe  answered,  Tliat  there 
were  both  iu  and  out  Of  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy, soeral  persons  who  ilid  nor,  in  the 
least,  yield  to  the  member  that  spoke  last,  in 
poiucoffaonescy ; and  who,  without  deroguiing 
from  bis  merit,  were  superior  to  him  in  the  1 
knowledgeofche  laws  ; but  who  at  the  same 
time,  were  sati-lied  that  the  charge  specified  in 
the  eleventh  article  amounted  to  treason. 

Mr.  Walpole  was  backed  by  general  Stan- 
bope,  the  lord  Coningsby,  general  Cadogan, 
Mr.  Boscawen,  and  Mr.  Aislaby  ; aud  the 
eleventh  article  being  amended,  the  same  was 
agreed  to  bv  the  House,  by  247  votes  against 
127. 

Mr.  Auditor  iforf^endeavoured  tojustify  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  1.  By  a^ing  that  he  ever  acted 
by  the  late  queen’s  positive  commands;  to  prove 
which  he  oifered  to  produce  two  letters  from 
her  majesty  ; and  2.  The  necessity  of  making  a 
peace  ; lie  having  upoo  this  occasion,  advanc- 
ed, that  the  Dutch  prolonged  the  war,  and  that 
their  deputies  in  the  army  had  often  prevented 
the  giving  the  enemy  a decisive  blow. 

Genera!  Cadogan  answered,  that  the  Dutch 
were  more  concerned  than  any  prince  or  state 
in  the  grand  alliance  to  put  an  end  to  the  war ; 
•nd  undertook’'  'SfiP'prdW? 


been  any  campaign  in  Flanders,,  except  that  in 
which  the  duke  of  Ormond  commanded,  tliat 
was  not  marked  and  famous  to  all  posterity 
for  some  signal  and  glorious  event,  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  common  cause  7 

The  said  Articlesagreed  to;  and  ordered  lo  be 
carried  lo  lAcLordf.JThen  the  rest  of  the  sixteen 
articles  were  severally  read  a second  time, 
and  with  umendinents  to  some  of  them,  agreed 
unto  by  the  House,  who  ordered,  “ That  the  said 
articles  be  engrossed ; and,  that  a clause  be  pre- 
pared, saving  liberty  to  the  Commons  to  exhibit 
any  farther  Articles  against  the  said  Robert,  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer;  and  that  he  may 
besequestered  from  parliament,  and  committed 
to  sale  custody.” 

July  9.  The  above  clause  was  offered  to  tbe 
House  ; and  being  twice  read  and  agreed  to, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  with  (he  Articles 
of  Impeachment.  Tlie  same'day  the  ingrossed 
Articles  of  Impeaclicneni  against  Robert,  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  were  read  ; after 
which  it  was  ordered,  1.  That  the  L.rd  Co- 
ningsby do  carry  the  said  Articles  to  theLords: 
2.  That  his  lordship  be  directed,  before  he  ex- 
hibit the  said  Articles  to  the  Lords,  to  impeach 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  to  (he 
effect  fallowing,  viz. 

“ My  Lords; 

“The  Commiins  assembled  in  parliament 
having  received  ioforoiation  of  divers  traiterous 
practices  and  designs  of  a great  peer  of  (hi* 
Mouse,  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer ; have  commanded  me  to  impeach  the 
said  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  of  high 
treason,  and  ocher  high  crimes  and  tnisdemea- 
nours  s And  I do  here  in  their  names,  and  in 
the  names  ofaU  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
impeach  Robert,  earl  of  Oxford  aud  earl  Mor- 
timer of  high  treason,  and  oiher  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  I am  farther  commanded 
by  tlie  House  of  Commoas  Co  pray  and  demand 
ofyour  lordships,  that  the  earl  of  Oxford  nud 
earl  Mortimer  may  be  sequestered  from  parlia- 
ment, and  forthwith  committed  to  safe  custody.” 

The  Aeticlis  os  Impeachment  acainst 
THE  Earl  op  Oxford  and  Earl  Morumbe.] 
After  this,  the  lord  Coningsby,  attended  by 
moscof  those  members  who  voted  for  the  im- 
peachmeat,  went  up  to  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  at  their  bar  impeached  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  eiirl  Mortimer,  in  the  fonn  above  mep- 
tioned  ; and  tbeu  left  with  their  lordships  the 
Articles  of  Impeachment  against  the  said  earl, 
which  were  read  as  follows : 

ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT  of  High 
Treason.and  other  High  Crimes  and  Mu- 
demeanors,  against  ROBERT  Earl  of 
OXFORD  and  Earl  MORTIMER. 


“ Whereas  many  solemn  treaties  and  alli- 
ances, have  been  formerly  entered  into,  between 
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and  from  the  consideratioot  of  the  common 


danger  which  tbreacened  all  Christendom  from 
the'imnuKlerate  growth  of  the  power  of  France : 
nod  wberens  iLe  preveotiog  the  roonarcli;  of 
Spain  from  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  House 
of  Bourbon  has  for  many  years  been  a fundn- 
meninl  principle  anil  maxim  of  union  among 
the  Allies  in  order  to  preserve  a just  balance 
of  power  in  Europe  ; and,  to  that  cud,  as  the 
designs  of  France  on  the  monarchy  of  Spain 
have  from  lime  to  time  appeared,  new  treaties 
and  express  stipnlations  have  been  entered  into 
amongst  the  Allies,  to  strengthen  thomselves  i 
against  that  approaching  danger ; and,  on  this  ' 
foundation,  a treaty  for  an  intended  partition,  ' 
whereby  a small  part  only  of  ilie  dominions  of ; 
the  crown  of  Spain  was  allotted  to  the  house  of 
Bourbon,  wascondemned  by  the  wisdom  ufPar-  ' 
liameiic,  as  being  highly  prejudicial  !uid  fatal  b | 
its  consei]uenccs  to  England,  and  the  peace  of 
Europe;  and  whereas  the  duke  of  Anjbu, 
grandson  to  the  king  of  France,  on  the  demise 
of  Charles  the  3nd,  king  of  Spain,  took  posses- 
sion of  tlie  entire  monarchy  of  Spain,  whereby 
the  balance  of  power,  tbc  Protestant  Religion 
and  ibe  liberties  of  Europe,  were  clirsatened 
with  immediate  danger;  whereupon  Leopold 
then  emperor  of  Germany,  his  late  majesty  king 
William  the  third  of  ever'glorinusmcmory.and 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
finding,  at  that  most  critical  juncture,  that  a 
strict  conjunction  and  alliance  between  them- 
selves was  become  necessary,  for  repcllbg  the 
greatness  of  the  common  danger  from  so  great 
an  accession  of  power  to  the  then  common 
euemy,  did,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1701,  make 
form  and  conclude,  a new  treaty  and  alliance, 
whereby  it  was  agreed,  “ That  there  shall  be 
and  cAntinue  between  the  said  confederates, 
his  sacredjmperial  majesty,  his  sacred  royal 
majesty  'Sl^reat  Britiuu,  and  the  lords  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  a con- 
stant, perpetual,  and  inviolable  friendship -and 
correspondence;  and  that  each  party  shall  be 
obliged  Co  promote  the  advantages  of  the  other 
and  prevent  oil  inconveniencies  and  dangers 
that  might  happen  to  them,  as  far  as  lies  in 
their  power:  that  the  said  Allies  desiring  no- 
thing more  earnestly  than  the  peace  and  ge- 
neral quiet  of  all  Europe,  have  adjudged,  that 
aothingcan  be  more  efiectnal  for  the  establish- 
ment thereof,  than  the  procuring  on  equitable 
and  reasonable  satbfaction  to  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty, for  bis  pretension  to  the  Spanish  succes- 
sion ; and  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  General  may  obtain  a pnrticularand 
snBicient  security  for  their  kingdoms,  provinces 
and  dominions,  and  for  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  their  subjects  ; that  the  said  confe- 
derates therefore  shall,  in  the  first  place,  endea- 
Tonr  by  amicable  means  to  obtain  the  said 
satisfrtetiou  ; but  if,  contrary  to  their  expecta- 
tion and  wishes,  the  same  is  not  had,  the  said 
confederates  do  engage  and  promise  to  one  ano- 
ther, that  they  will  assist  each  other  with  all 
their  forces,  according  to  a specification  to  be 
agreed  uphb'tod  piKbliu'  eot»«etitidtii"fi3^thar 


purpose:  that  the  confederates,  in  order  to  the 
procuring  the  satisfaction  and  security  afore- 
said, shall,  amongst  other  things,  use  tlieir  ut- 
most endeavours  to  recover  the  provinces  of  the 
Spanish  Low  Countries,  that  they  niay  he  a 
fence  and  rampart,  commonly  called  a Barrier, 
sep:irating  and  dividing  France  from  the  Uidted 
Provinces,  for  the  security  of  the  States  General 
as  tbey  have  served  iuaJl  limes,  till  of  late  that 
tbc  most  Cbriscum  king  has  seised  them  by  his 
forces;  as  likewise tlie  ducliy  of  Milan,  with 
its  dependonces,  as  a fief  of  the  empire,  and 
Contributing  to  the  security  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty's hereditary  dominions  : besides  theking- 
doms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  the  lands  and 
Islands  upon  the  coast  ofTuscany  in  the  Me- 
diterianenu,  tbat  belonged  to  the  Spuoish  do- 
minions, and  may  serve  to  the  same  purpose, 
and  will  be  also  of  advautugu  to  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  subjects  ofibe  kingof 
Gre.nt  Britain  and  of  the  United  Provinces  : 
that,  in  case  the  confederates  sitall  be  forced  Co 
enter  iuto  a war,  for  obtauiing  the  satisfaction 
aforesaid  for  his  imperial  majesty,  and  the  se- 
curity ofliis  majesty  of  Great  Britain  and  tiie 
States  General,  they  shall  faithfully  communi- 
cate their  designstooae  another,  as  well  in  re- 
lation to  the  actions  of  the  war,  as  all  other 
things  wherein  the  common  cause  is  concerned: 
that  it  shall  not  be  permitted  to  either  party, 
when  the  war  is  once  begun,  to  treat  of  peace 
with  the  enemy,  unless  jointly  and  by  a com- 
munication of  counsels ; and  no  peace  shall  be 
made  unless  on  equitable  and  reasonable  satis- 
faction for  his  imperial  majesty,  and  (he  parti- 
cnlar  security  of  the  kingdoms,  provinces,  do- 
minions, navigations,  and  commerce,  for  Ids 
majesty  of  Groat  Britain  and  Che  States  General 
be  first  obtained  ; and  unless  care  be  taken, 
by  fitting  security,  tlint  the  kingdoms  of  France 
and  Spain  shallnever  come  aud  beunited  under 
the  same  government,  nor  that  one  and  (lie same 
person  shml  be  king  of  both  kingdoms,  and  parti- 
cniarly,  that  the  French  shall  never  get  into  the 
possession  of  the  Spanish  Indies ; neither  shall 
they  be  permitted  to  sail  thither,  on  the  account 
oftcoffic  directly,  or  any  pretence  whatsoever  ; 
and  lastly,  unless  full  liberty  be  granted  onto 
the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
cho  Slates  General,  to  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the 
same  privileges,  rigiics,  immunities  and  fran- 
chises of  commerce,  by  sea  and  land,  in-Spain, 
the  Mediterranean,  and  all  lands  and  places 
which  the 'king  of  Spain  last  deceased  did  pos- 
sess at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  wellin  Europe 
as  elsewhere,  which  they  used  and  enjoyed  or 
' which  the  subjects  of  boib  or  either  of  them  by 
any  right,  acquired  by  treaties,  agreements, 
customs,  or  any  other  way  whatsoever,  might 
have  used  and  enjoyed  before  the  death  of  the 
late  king  of  Spain  : that,  at  the  smue  time  that 
the  said  agreement  or  peace  shall  be  made,  the 
confederates  shall  agree  amongst  themselves 
about  all  the  tilings  tbat  they  shall  think  ne- 
cessary, fur  maintaining  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  majesty  of 
Ceoeral  in  Che 
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taodi  Had  dominioDS  they  may  acquire,  and 
ihacwcrepoiseswd  by  die  lace  deceased  king 
ofSpaia;  aiidaisoia  what  manoer  the  States 
Generul  may  be  secured  by  the  aforesaid  Fence 
or  Barrier.”  And  whereas  liis  said  )ate  ma> 
jesty  king  William  and  (be  Stales  General,  se- 
riously considering  chat  France  was  then  be- 
come so  formidable,  from  the  accession  of  Spahi 
tit  die  duke  of  Anjou,  ibac,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
the  world,  Europe  was  in  danger'ofioBine  her 
liberty  and  undergoing  die  heavy  yoke  of  uni- 
versal monarchy;  and  that  tho  surest  means  of 
effecting  that  desigu  were,  to  divide  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  from  life  States  General,  for 
which  purpose  all  imaginable  efforts  would  be 
made  : they  therefore  thought-  it  necesMfy  to 
unite  in  the  strictest  manner  that  was  possible ; 
and,  to  that  end,  a defensive  treaty  and  alliance 
was  cencluded  and  entered  into  between  cliein, 
in  or  about  the  month, ofNovember  1701,wliefe- 
in  it  was,  among  other  thin^  agreed,  “ Tliaf, 
incase  the  said  High  Allies  should  bejnintlyen- 
gsged  in  war,by  reason  of  this  defensive  alli- 
ance before  mentioned  in  the  fifth  article,  or  on 
any  other  account,  there  shall  be  an  offensive 
and  defensive  nnd  perpetual  alliance  between 
them,  against  those  witli  whom  the  wnr  shall  be, 
and  all  their  farces  shall  be  employed  by  sea 
and  land,  and  they  shall  net  in  conjunction  or 
separately,  os  it  shall  be  agreed  between  them 
that,  since,  in  the  alliance  with  the  emperor, 
made  in  September  last,  particular  care  was 
taken  of  the  recovery  of  the  Spanish  Low 
Countries  out  of  the  bands  ofthe  most  Christian 
king,  the  said  couteder.-.ies  expressly  engage  to 
aid  one  another  with  all  their  forces,  for  the 
recovery  ofthe  same  ; and  in  regard  the  prin- 
cipal interest  of  tlie  said  confederates  consists 
in  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
the  before-mentioneii  treaty  with  the  emperor 
shall  be  faithfully  and  sincerely  executed,  and 
both  sides  shall  guaranty  the  same,  and  use 
their  endeavours  to  confirm  nnd  rentier  it  more 
strong  from  time  to  time : the',  in  making 
peace,  particular  care  shall  he  taken  of  the 
commerce  and  traffic  of  both  natioos  ,*  as  also 
for  ilieir  security,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  Low 
Countries,  as  the  countries  adjacent : chat  when 
the  wnr  is  begun,  the  coofedemtes  shall  act  in 
Mncen,  according  to  the  seventh  and  eighth  ar- 
ticles of  the  treaty  of  the  Sd  of  March  iu  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1077-8,  between  England  and 
Uolland,  which  is  hereby  renewed  and  con- 
firmed ; and  po  psMce  nor  truce,  or  suspension 
of  arms,  shall  be  negotiated  or  made,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  ninth  and  tenth  articles  of  that 
treaty  ; hy  which  it  was  agreed,  “ thar,  when 
the  twu  allies  come'  once  to  an  open  war,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  neither  ofthem  afterwards  to 
come  to  any  cessation  of  arms  with  him  who 
shall  be  declared  and  procloimed  an  enemy, 
tvitbont  it  l«  done  conJoiDily  and  with  com- 
mon consent that  no  negotiation  of  peace 
shall  be  set  on  foot  by  one  of  the  allies  without 
she  concurrence  of  Ae  other:  that  each  ally 
shall  coDiiDoally,  and  from  time  to  time,  import 
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the  said  n^tiation  ; and  shall  stipulate  with 
the  common  enemy  for  the  same  rights,  imma- 
nities,  exceptions,  and  prerogatives,  ibr  his  ally, 
as  he  does  tor  himself,  if  so  ^ the  said  allies  cfiv 
not  ^re«  to  the  contrary.”  Aud  whereas  the 
- French  king,  having  got  possession  of a great  part 
ofthe  Spanish  Domioioiis,  exercised  an  abso- 
lute authority  over  ibatmouerchy,  having  seized 
Milan  and  tM  Spanish  Low  Countries  by  hit 
armies,  and  made  himself  master  of  Cadiz,  of 
the  entrance  into  the  Mediterranean,  'and  of 
the  ports  of  the  Spanish  West  indies,  by  his 
fleets,  every  where  dengning  to  invade  the  li- 
berties of  Europe,  and  to  ob&trqct  the  freedom 
of  navigation  and  commerce  ; and,  instead 
giving  the  satisfaction  that  ought  justly  to  be 
expected,  had  proceeded  to  mrther  violences 
and  had  taken  on  liiin  to  declare  the  pretended 

G'nceofWides,  king ofEngland, Scotland,  and 
land,  and  bad  also  influeDced  Spain  to  con- 
cur in  the  same  affront ; her  late  majesty  queen 
. Anne,  taking  notice,  “ That  she  found  herself 
oblig^,  for  maiocaining  the  public  faith,  for 
vindicating  the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  to 
prevent  ue  mischiefs  which  all  Europe  was 
threatened  with,  to  declare  svar  against  France 
and  Spain,”  did  accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
May  1702,  in  the  most  public  and  solemn 
manner  declare  war  against  France  end  Spain  ; 
and,  in  the  said  declaration,  placing  her  entire 
confidence  in  the  help  of  Almighty  God,  in  so 
juM  and  eecessary  an  undertaking,  declared, 
That  she  would,  in  conjunciiou  with  her  al- 
lies, vigorously  prosecute  the  same,  both  by 
sea  and  land;  bein§  assured  of  the  ready  con- 
curreuce  of  lier  subjects,  in  a cause  they  had 
so  openlynnd  heartily  espoused  And  bis  itn- 
perial  majesty  and  their  high  mightinesses, 
piirsoantco  the  treaties  aforemencioRed,  res- 
pectively, in  or  about  the  said  month  of  May 
1703, did  likewise  declare  waragnintft'Fraoce  and 
Spain  I And  whereas  the  kings  of  Portugal  and 
Prussia,  the  electors  of  Hanover,  Saxony, 
Treves,  Meutz,  Poletiae  of  the  Ilhine,  tbe 
duke  of  Savoy,  the  prince  of  Hesse,  the  dukes 
of  Woliembatile,  Mecliieubuig,  and  Wirtetn- 
bnrg,  the  circles  of  Suable  nnd  Franconia,  and 
of  me  Upper  Rhine,  the  bishops  of  Munster 
and  Constance,  and  other  princes  and  powers, 
being  invited  by  the  said  grand  alliance,  and  re- 
lying on  the  faith  thereof  did  afterwards  be- 
come parties  to  the  said  confederate  war 
against  France  nnd  Spaiu  ; and,  in  tbe 
treaty  entered  into  in  or  about  the  month  of 
May  1703,  between  his  imperial  majesty,  tbs 
queen  of  Great  Britam,  the  States  General, 
and  tbe  king  of  Portugal,  it  is,  amongst  other 
things,  expressly  stipulate,  “lliat  no  peace  nor 
truce  shall  be  made,  but  by  the  mutual  con- 
sent of  allthe  confederates  ; nor  shallanya- 
any  time  be  made,  whilst  the  second  grantuoB 
of  the  most  Christian  king,  hy  the  Daupbin,  or 
any  other  prince  ofthe  tine  of  France,  cootinues 
in  Spain ; nor  unless  tlie  crown  of  Portugal 
shall  fully  possess  and  eujoy  all  the  lands, 
kingdoms,  isles,  castles,  cities,  tovms,  tie. 

'■'Jwa'  ‘'de^lfonces,  in 
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Spain  or  elsewhere,  {wbicli  it  non  possea* 
aes a;id  in  tlie  treat/  of  Norlingea,  ratiiicH 
b/  her  late  majesi/,  it  is,  amongst  otlier  things, 
ezpressl/  agreed  “ thatic  shall  not  be  allowed  tu 
make  particular  treatiesi  but  the  peace  shall  be 
jointly  treated  of,  and  sliall  not  be  concluded, 
without  obtaining,  as  far  as  is  possible,  the  re- 
union of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  circles,  and 
until,  at  least,  the  seenrity  of  the  associated  cir- 
cles be  absolutely  provided  for  in  the  best  man- 
ner that  is  possible,  and  better  than  it  lias  for- 
merly been."  And  whereas  to  dve  the  greatest 
strength  chat  was  possible  Co  the  union  so  ne- 
cessary to  both  nations,  her  late  m^esty  and 
the  States,  by  a treaty  in  the  month  of  June 
1701,  renewed  and  confirmeii  all  treaties  and 
alliances  then  subsisting  between  themj  and 
therein  it  it  amongst  ocher  things,  expressly 
and  particularly  stipulated,  “ That,  as  the  said 
most  serene . queen  and  the  lords  the  States 
General  are  now  in  war  with  France  and  Spain, 
and  are  reciprocally  bound  to  assist  each  other, 
and  mutually  to  defend, maintain,  and  preserve 
their  countries  and  subjects,  in  their  possessions, 
immunities,  end  liberties,  as  well  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  as  other  rights  whatsoever  by 
sea  and  land,  against,  and  in  opposition  to,  all 
lungs,  princes,  and  slates,  and  particularly 
against  France  and  Spain,  ta  the  end  a just 
and  reasonable  peace  may  the  better  be  ob- 
tained, and  may  establish  the  repose  and  tran- 
quillity of  Europe  ; itis  agreed,  between  the 
most  serene  queen  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
said  lords  the  States  General,  that  neither  of 
the  said  allies  shall  make  a suspension  of  arms, 
or  a peace,  with  France  or  Spain,  or  any  other 
king,  prioce,  or  state,  who  shall  molest  or  at- 
tack either  of  the  said  allies,  but  in  conjunctioo, 
and  by  common  consent.”  And  whereas  the 
said  war  was,  fur  several  years,  carried  on  with 
vigour  and  unanimity,  by  bermajesty  and  her 
allies,  at  a vast  expense  both  of  blood  and 
treasure ; for  the  support  of  which,  on  the 
part  of  England,  many  millions  have  been 
granted  by  parliament;  who  on  many  occa- 
linns  since,  continued  not  only  to  express  their 
sense  of  thejustice  and  necessity  of  the  war, 
but  did  frequently  give  their  humble  advice  to 
the  throne,  “ That  no  peace  could  be  safe,  ho- 
nourable or  lasting,  so  long  as  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  nod  the  West  Indies  continued  in  the 
possession  of  any  branch  of  the  house  of  Bour- 
Lon;”  And  whereas  it  pleased  Almigiity  God 
to  grant  to  the  confederate  arms,  under  the 
coiiimand  of  their  great  and  victorious  general 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  such  unparalleled 
successes  as  exceeded  even  their  own  hopes 
and  the  fears  of  the  enemy;  and  by  the  many 
signal  victories  of  Schellcnberg,  Hocliscedt, 
Audenarde,  and  Kamellies,  as  well  as  the 
conquests  of  the  Electorates  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologne,  and  the  reduction  of  the  .Spanish 
Netherlands,  and  many  other  great  advantages 
both  by  sea  and  land,  and  by  the  wisdom  and 
unanimity  of  their  coundls,  the  glory  of  the 
confederate  arms,  and  the  reputation  of  Great 
Britain  iti'ip«Mio4ii»vtW  «ii«d 
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pitch  than  in  any  former  age  : And  whereas 
her  latemajesty  in  conjunction  witli  her  allies, 
wisely  foreseeing,  that,  whenever  the  enemy 
should  be  brought  to  makcovertures  of  peace, 
the  surest  way  to  put  an  cod  to  the  war,  and 
prevent  France  from  putting  in  practice  her 
usual  intrigues,  was,  by  previmsly  insisting  on 
such  conditions  from  France,  that  nothing 
might  remain  to  be  done  in  a general  assembly, 
but  to  give  them  the  form  of  a treaty,  and,  for 
thuse  reasons,  a preliminary  treaty  was  conclud- 
ed on,  and  was  afterwards  signecT  by  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  his  imperial  majesty,  of  her  late 
majesty  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  auci  of  the 
lords  of  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, and  afterwards  ratified  by  their  princi- 
pals, wherein  the  interests  of  the  several  allies 
were  adjusted,  in  order  to  a general  treaty  of 
peace  with  France ; and  clierein  the  restitution 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria, beiog  pne  of  the  cliief  causes  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  is  laid  down  as  an  immutable  foun- 
dation among  the  allies : and  whereas  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1709,  the  king  of  France, 
having  first  signified  his  cunsetit  to  the  restitu- 
tion oftlie  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  of 
Austria,  seuc  bis  ministers  to  the  Hague,  to 
treat  with  the  ministers  of  the  -principal  allies 
on  a general  peace;  and  in  the  conferences 
held  thereupon,  the  interests  of  all  the  allies,  as 
aryusced  in  (he  said  preliminaries,  were  posi- 
tively and  expressly  agreed  to  by  the  ministers 
of  France,  and  particularly  that  of  the  resticu- 
lioa  of  the  entire  Spanish  monarchy  to  the 
house  of  Anstria ; and  the  said  negociation 
was  afterwards  broke  on  no  other  dispute  but 
on  the  S7th  article  of  the  preliminary  treaty, 
concerning  the  time  and  manuer  of  evacuating 
Spain : and  whereas,  the  conferences  being 
resumed  at  Gertiuydenherg,  in  the  ycer  nf  our 
Lord  1710,  the  said  37th  article  became  the  only 
subject  of  the  negociation  which  was  there  set 
on  foot,  for  the  finding  out  some  equivalent,  by 
which  the  same  security  might  be  given  to  the 
allies  os  they  bad  by  the  37th  article  of  the 
said  preliminaries;  and  though  it  was  unques- 
tionable, that  before  any  negocialiun  was  be- 
gun, that  while  the  preliminaries  were  treating, 
that  by  those  preliminaries  themselves,  that 
before  the  last  negociation  was  resumed,  and 
all  the  while  it  lasted,  die  restitution  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies  waslaid  down  as  u firm  andiaw 
iiioveabie  fuuodatinn  of  the  negociation,  and 
no  question  remained  conceinioi'  it,  with  the 
ministers  of  Che  allies,  orihose  of  France,  but 
touching  the  security  fur  its  execution  ; and 
though  all  reasonable  and  prudent  overtures 
were  made  by  the  allies,  for  settling  an  equi- 
valent; yet  the  conferences  were  broke  OB' by 
France,  without  any  satisfaction  therein  : and 
whereas  the  sincere  intentions  of  all  the  allies, 
to  have  settled  the  peace  of  Europe  on  solid 
and  equitable  foundations,  were  notorious  and 
incontestable,  and  the  rupture  of  the  said  ne- 
gociations  could  only  beinipuiedto  the  enemy; 
her  sacred  majesty,  in  conjunction  with  her 
idltutS|>renewe(i:..(hi!!ir.'i«aftiaraQiiSr  to  continuo 
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end  posii  the  var  with  vigonr,  and  to  make  all 
pouille  eQbrts,  aa  (lie  onl;  means  left  to  force 
a good  and  Kncral  peace:  and  her  mqest}’,  in 
herspecch  mm  (he  throne,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Novemher  1700,  taking  notice  ofihe  eiidea< 
vours  of  the  cnen;,  during  the  soirl  negoc'a- 
tioiis,  CO  araai«  and  create  jealousies  among 
the  allies,  declared  her  reieutineric  thereat,  nnd 
eamealy  rceomiBended  “ the  earning  on  the 
var,  and  a vigorous  prosecution  of'  the  advan- 
tages obceinetf,  that  she  might  put  the  last 
hand  to  that  ^at  work,  of  redneing  the  ex- 
orbitant and  oppressive  power,  which  had  so 
kng  tlireatened  the  liberties  of  Europe.’'  And 
it  imving  pleased  Almighty  God  after  the  seid 
preliuimary  treaty,  to  bless  the  confederate 
army,  nnder  the  command  of  their  cunsummate 
general  thedukeof  Marlborough,  with  new  and 
signal  eooqnests,  the  redaction  of  Toumay,  the 
vietory  of  Tasnieres,  the  taking  ofMons  and 
Doway,  Bethune,  St.  Vennnt,  and  Aire,  and 
the  penetrating  the  lines  near  the  Scarpe  ; and 
whereas,  from  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Af- 
fairs of  Che  allies,  and  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and 
Dnanimicy  of  their  councils,  nothing  remained, 
in  all  human  appearance,  but  that  they  should 
reap  the  frnits  of  all  their  victories,  in  a speedy, 
just,  honourable,  and  lasriiig  peace;  end, on 
the  other  hand,  nothing  was  left  to  raise  the 
hopes  of  (be  enemy,  whereby  to  defeat  that 
happy  prospect,  but  the  success  of  their  sec>et 
eodeavours  to  disunite  the  confederacy  : and 
whereas,  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer, with  other  evil  minded  peesuns,  enemies 
Co  the  true  interests  of  their  own  country,  as 
well  as  totbe  commoo  liberties  and  wellare  of 
Europe,  having  by  many  wicked  arts  and  base 
ioiiauatlons,  obtained  access  to  her  late  ma- 

SqucaiiAnne;  and  io  orabouc  the  months 
ly  or  AogusC  1710,  being  admitted  into 
her  couiicib,  and  into  places  of  (he  highest 
trust ; and  to  make  way  for  their  wicked  en- 
terprises, did  by  their  evil  counsel  and  advice, 
prevail  on  her  majesty  to  dissolve  a parliament, 
which  hiid  given  the  most  unquestionnblo 
proofs  of  their  great  wisdom,  and  of  their  true 
seal  for  the  common  cause  ; for  which  as  well 
for  the  many  marks  of  duty  and  affection  given 
to  her,  her  majesty  returned  her  hearty  thaoks, 

•nd  expressed  her  great  saiisfactioD : and 
whereas  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  and  others  his  accomplices,  had 
formed  (t  treacherous  currespondeoce'with  the 
emissaries  of  France,  by  means  whereof,  cer- 
tain propositions  were  transmitted  from  France 
to  Enghiiid,  signed  by  Monsieur  de  Torcy 
secretary  of  thelcing  of  Frosce,  in  the  montli 
of  April  1711,  to  be  the  Imsis  of  a treaty  ofa 
genentJ  pence  ; which  propositions,  though  her 
majesty  wns  prevailed  on,  by  the  false  counsels 
ofuie  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  enrl  Mor- 
timer and  others,  to  receive  as  a sufficient 
foandation  for  a treaty  ofa  general  peace,  and 
as  such  to  communicate  them  to  die  grand  pen- 
sionary and  tbeministers  of  HoUnnd  ; her  ma- 
jesty however  was  gtaciously  pleased,  at  the 
same  time  to  d#cl^:oytthbai:lietip5«Bmtkrv'by'i 

Vwi..  VII.  ' 


her  secretary  of  suite,  ‘-Tlial,  being  re- 
solved, in  maxing  pence  as  in  luaking  war,  to 
act  lu  perfect  concert  with  the  States,  she 
would  not  lose  a moroeDt  in  transmiliing  a 
paper  oftimt  importance;  and  that  tliough  (he 
propositions  were  general,  and  contained  an 
air  of  complaisance  to  her  majcety,  and  tlie 
contrary  towards  the  States;  yet  that  could 
have  DO  ill  consequences,  os  long  as  her  niojes- 
ty  and  the  Suite:,  understood  one  nnuther,  itnil 
acted  with  as  little  reserve  as  became  two 
powers  so  nearly  allied  in  interest ; mid  that 
the  Pensionary  should  be  .assured,  iliac  tbut 
rule  should  be  inviolably  kept  on  l*.er  pan.” 
Which  gracious  declaratiou  of  her  mejesty,  at 
well  as  die  said  propusiiiuns,  being  maturely 
considered  by  the  grand  Pefisionary  and  die 
ministers  of  Iliilland;  an  answer  was  returned 
from  them  to  her  majesty,  full  of  duty  and 
thankfulness  for  the  obliging  manner  io  which 
she  was  pleased  to  cominuiiicate  the  said  pro- 
positions; nnd  with  the  utmost  assurances  of 
mutual  coufidcDce,  so  necessary  to  prevent  the 
designs  of  the  enemy  ; but  more  particularly, 
that  the  States  desir^  equally  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  have  a general,  drfinitive,  and  lasting 
peace  ; aud  declared,  “ That  they  were  ready 
CO  join  in  all  the  most  proper  mensores  to  pro- 
cure, it;  that  the  propositions  were  yet  too 
general ; and  that  the  States  desire,  as  Great 
Britain  Hid,  that  France  woold  explaia  herself 
more  particolariy  upon  the  points  therein  con- 
uinecl,  Btid  impart  a plan  which  she  thiuks  the 
most  proper  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  allies, 
and  rettle  (he  repose  of  Europe ; after  which, 
n more  particular  negociatioii  might  be  en- 
tered into.’’  Notwithstanding  all  wiuch  pre- 
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“lie  die  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  having  no  regard  to  the  honour  or 
safely  of  her  late  mnjesty  or  her  kingdoms,  i 


to  the  cummon  liberties  of  Europe;  but, 
being  devoted  to  the  interest  and  service  of  the 
French  king,  tbu  common  enemy,  and  being 
then  lord  high  treasurer  of  Greet  Britain  and 
one  of  bar  mnjestj’s  most  honourable  privy 
council,  conicary  to  bis  oath,  and  iu  violation 
ofhii  duty  and  trust,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
tenor  of  the  several  treaties  aforemeDtioDcd,  or 
some  of  them,  os  vrril  ns  iha  frequent  iidviecs 
of  parliament,  and  the  many  declarations  of 
hermajesty  from  the  throne ; but  more  parti- 
cularly in  (le'jance  of  llie  sniemn  and  mutual 
assurances  whicli  had  been  so  lately  renewed 
between  her  majesty  and  the  States,  to  act  in 
perfect  concert  with  them,  in  making  peece. 
as  in  making  war;  did,  on  nr  ahnm  the  months 
of  July  or  August,  in  the  year  of  out  Lord  1711, 
maliciously  and  vi'ickedly,  form  a most  trea- 
cherous aud  pernicions  contrivance  and  con- 
federacy with  other  evil  disposed  persons,  dun 
also  o[  her  majesty’s  privy  cooncil,  to  tei 
«nt  fooe:-‘«ei'''piit3l»y'>feii»ii^i  .diclninourahte. 
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&nd  destructive  Dcgociation  of  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  witbout  an^r  com- 
munication thereof  to  her  majesty’s  allies,  ac- 
corilingto  their  sereral  treaties;  and  was  not 
only  ivsutiDg  in  his  doty  and  trust  to  her  ma- 
jesty, by  not  oppusing,  and'as  Ikr  as  was  in  bis 
power,  by  not  advising  her  majesty  against 
going  into  any  private  separate  negociation 
with  Franco;  but  in  execution  ufbis  purposes 
aforesaid,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
aud  earl  Mortimer  did  advise  her  late  majesty 
to  send  Maiibew  Prior,  esq.  directly  to  tlie 
court  of  France,  to  make  propositions  of  peace, 
wichont  communicating  the  same  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s allies  i and  accordingly  the  said  Mat- 
thew Prior,  by  the  advice,  and  with  the  privity, 
of  him  the  said  earl  of  Oxford  and  carl  Mor- 
timer, and  other  false  and  evil  counsellors,  in 
or  about  die  montlis  of  July  or  August  in  the 
yearof  ourLordl711,  was  sent,  inaclandes- 
tine  manner,  from  England  (o  France,  and  did 
cominunicate  the  said  propositions  of  peace  to 
the  ministers  of  France,  in  which  the  particu- 
lar interests  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the 
coniuKio  interests  of  Europe,  were  sbaBiefully 
betrayed  ; and  in  maiiifestadoD  ofhis  said  de- 
sign to  exclude  her  majesty's  allies  from  their 
just  share  in  the  said  iiegociutions.an  express  ar- 
dcle  was  inserted  in  the  siud  propoaiuons,  by 
(he  privity  and  advice  ofhim  the  sdd  iiobert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  “that  the 
secret  should  be  inviolably  kept,  till  allowed 
to  be  divulged  by  the  mutual  consent  of  bodi 
patties;”  idthough  the  French  king  had  in  the 
proposidoussigned  by  Monsieur  de  Xorcy,  and 
transmitted  in  the  month  of  April  preceding, 
offered  to  treat  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
England  and  Uollaud  aloae,  or  Joindy  with 
those  of  the  allies,  at  the  choice  of  England  : 
By  which  treacherous  rind  dangerous  advice,  he 
the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer did  not  only  cuutriye  and  set  on  foot  a 
ncgociution  of  peace,  more  advantageous  to 
France  than  even  France  itself  liad  asked  ; 
but  thereby  did  put  into  the  power,  of  the 
commoQ  enemy  to  create  incurable  jealou- 
eies  and  discords  between  her  majesty  smd 
her  faithful  allies,  and  to  destroy  that  con- 
fidence, which  had  so  long,’  and  so  success- 
fully, been  cultivated  between  them,  and  which 
wu  so  necessary  for  their  common  safety. 
Abticib  II. 

“That  the  French  king,  laying  hold  of  the 
said  treacherous  overture,  set  on  foot  in  manner 
aforesaid,  did,  iutir  nbout  the  inonchs  of  August 
or  September  in  theyearofourLord  1711,  send 
over  Monsieur  Mesnager  into  Eiiglaiul,  to  carry 
on  a clandestine  and  separate  negotiation  uf 
peace;  whicb  being  made  known  to  him  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Morti- 
mer, he  afterwards,  in  (he  said  month  of 
September  1711,  secretly  and  unlawfully,  with- 
any  colour  uf  authority,  meet,  confer,  and  treat, 
with  the  said  Sieur  Mesnager,  on  the  negotia- 
tions of  n peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
Fntaee;  ;.«Rd.:;liefi^  .i^-itjBiftlvuKinafvd  pec*- 
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mote  the  making  a private  and  separate  treaty 
or  agreement  between  the  said  crowas;  which 
said  treaty  or  agreement  was  afterwards,  with 
the  privity,  consent,  and  advice,  ofliiin  ilie  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, agreed, 
concluded  on,  aud  sigued  by  the  said  Sieur  Mes- 
□ager,  on  the  part  of  France ; and  by  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth  and  Henry  Saint  John  esquire,  two 
of  her  majesty's  principal  aecretarieii  of  slate, 
in  behalf  of  her  late  majesty,  by  virtue  only  of 
ber  majesty’s  sign  manual  under  the  signet,  aud 
without  the  least  knowledge  or  participation  of 
the  allies;  In  which  treaty,  the  immediate  in- 
terests even  of  Great  Britain  are  given  up  to 
France,  and  the  duke  of  Anjou  is  admitted  to  be 
king  of  Spain ; an  express  stipulation  being 
therein  made  with  die  Sieur  Mesnager,  in  the 
name,  and  (as  is  therein  alledged)  pursuant  to 
pnwers  from,  kii^  Philip  as  king  of  Spain, 
whereby  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  end 
earl  Mortimer  did  not  only  assume  to  himself 
regal  power,  in  taking  upoo  him  to  meet  and 
treat  with  the  enemy  without  auy  authority  or 

Eiowers  from  her  majesty,  but  did  wbatin  him 
ay  to  subvert  the  ancient  and  established  cou- 
siiiution  of  the  government  of  these  kiogdouis, 
by  introducing  illegal  and  dangerous  methods  of 
transacting  the  most  important  affairs  of  ibe 
state;  and  by  which  privateaud  separate  treaty, 
be  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer  did  what  in  him  lay  to  dissolve  and 
cancel  the  many  solemn  treaties  ber  majesty 
then  stood  eogaged  in  to  her  good  and  ancieat 
allies ; and  whereby  her  majesty,  even  before 
any  thing  was  finally  settled  for  the  safety  or 
advantage  of  her  kingdom,  was  bronght  to  this 
fatal  dilemma,  either  to  submit  to  the  dictates 
of  France,  in  the  pn^ress  of  the  said  negotisw 
tion;  or,  so  notorious  a breach  of  national  faith 
being  divulged  by  the  enemy,  Irom  thence  M 
lose  all  future  confidence  of  her  good  allies. 
Aeticie  III. 

"Hint  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  the  better  to  disguise  and  carry 
00  the  aforesaid  private,  separate,  and  dangerous 
liquation,  din,  together  with  other  evil-dis- 
posed persons  then  in  high  trust  under  her  ma- 
jesty, contrive  and  advise  the  preparing  and 
fonniug  a set  of  general  preUminaties,  in- 
tituled," Preliminary  Articles  on  the  port  of 
Fraoce,  to  come  to  a general  peace;'’  and 
that  the  same  should  be  signed  by  the  Sieur 
Mesnager  only:  And,  the  same  being  so  pre- 

Eared  and  signed  by  tlie  said  Sieur  -Mesni^er, 
e the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mor- 
timer did,  contrary  to  bis  duty  and  trust,  im- 
piously advise  her  sacred  majesty,  tliat  the  same 
should  be,  and  accordingly  they  were,  received 
by  her  majesty,  and  commuuicatcd  to  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  allies  then  residing  in  England,  hb 
the  ground  of  a general  n^ociation  of  peace, 
and  as  if  the  same  were  the  only  transactions 
tlini  had  been  on  this  subject  between  Great 
Britain  and  France;  and,  to  ibis  end,  thepri- 
vute  treaty,  signed  as  aforesaid  by  the  earl  of 
-:PRr»n|tmhiand  ipii^.Sfttat  iliiha  on  the  pact 
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«f  England,  and  b;  the  said  Sieur  Meiiiager 
en  tliepartofFranca,  was,  by  cbe  «vil  advice 
and  contrivance  of  him  die  said  Itobertearl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  and  others,  wilfully 
and  industriously  conceBled,  not  only  from  aU 
the  allies,  but  even  from  her  majesty’s  council 
and  her  parliament : Aod  be  did  further  advise 
her  majes^,  net  only  to  accept  the  said  general 
preliiuioanes;  but  in  hername,  aod  bv  herau- 
tbority,  to  eommuaicate  the  same  to  tbe  States 
General,  as  a sufficient  foondacioD  whereon  to 
opeo  the  conforences  of  peace  with  France : 
And,  the  more  effectually  to  cover  from  the 
States  General  the  pemicioos  steps  which  his  evil 
influence  had  engaged  her  majesty  in  with  the 
commoD  enemy,  certain  instructions  wm  pre- 
pared, and,  by  his  couasel  and  advice,  were 
signed  by  hermajesty,  and  delivered  to  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  her ainbassadorto  theStates General; 
wherein  the  said  earl  ofStraflbrd  is  directed  to 
represent  to  the  Pensionary  of  Holland,  and  to 
such  others  as  shall  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
him,  “ That  when  her  majesty  had  received,  in 
May  last,  by  bis  excellency's  dispatches,  an  ac- 
count of  the  sense  wliicb  those  amoog  them 
who  were  at  that  rime  in  the  secret  had'  of  tbe 
overtures  made  by  France  for  setting  a general 
negotiation  of  peace  again  un  foot,  and  of  the 
answer  whicli  it  was  deured  might  be  relumed 
to  tbe  propositions  signed  by  Monsieurde  Torcy, 
ber  majesty  did  immediately  acquaint  the  ene- 
my, “ That  their  offers  were  thought  by  heranil 
by  theStates  General  neither  particular  nnr  full 
enough ; and  Iberefere  that  her  majesty  did  in- 
sist, that  they  should  form  a distinct  projea  of 
such  a peace  ns  they  were  willing  to  condude:” 
Whereas  no  such  instancH  had  been  made  to 
tbe  enemy  on  her  majesty's  behalf;  but,  on  Che 
contrary,  notwitlistahding  bar  mmesty  had  de- 
clared," That  tlie  propositions  of  Monsieurde 
Torcy  were  thought  by  her  and  theStatesOeneral 
neither  particular  nor  full  enough  ;’’yet,  without 
any  further  explication  from  the  enemy,  her 
Majesty  was  prevailed  on,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
to  seod  over  propositions  to  France,  as  general 
and  ensnaring,  and  in  ail  respects  as  destructive 
to  the  iaierests  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allids, 
as  tbe  ptopasirioni  of  Monsieur  de  Torcy ; and 
tbesaid  geueral  prelimisaries,  commnaicated  to 
tbe  States  in  manner  aforesaid,  were  calculated 
only  to  amuse  and  deceive  them  into  a general 
negotiation  with  France;  and  in  the  particulars 
abovesaid,  as  well  as  in  several  others  tbe  said 
instructions  contained  matters  either  false  or 
grossly  prevaricating  and  evasive:  By  which 
most  wicked  counsels  of  him  tbe  said  Robert 
ewi  of  Oxford  nod  enri  Mortimer,  that  nuques- 
Uouable  troth  and  sacredoess,  which,  hy  the 
laws  of  nations,  ought  to  accompany  end  con- 
stitute tbe  instruciiuns  of  public  ambassadure  to 
princes  in  friendship  and  confederacy  against 
the  common  enemy,  was  most  vilely  prostituted 
to  the  most  dangerous  purposes,  to  deceive  and 
mislead  ber  majesty's  good  allies  in  matters  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  their  own  interests; 
nndtbeinccresuof  these  kingdoms,  the  honour 
ofhe  Bmj«styr*;g,crsdaJ»»?9*An4e(i-!iwii^  . 
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periai  crown  of  these  realms,  which  bad  been 
raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  abroad,  and 
had  been  justly  held  in  veneration  with  her 
good  allies,  was  scandalously  debased  and  be- 
trayed; aod  the  royal  band,  hy  the  wicked  arts 
of  him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  was  made  the  instrument  to  advance 
the  interest  of  tbe  common  enemy. 

Article  IV. 

" That  whereas  the  earl  of  Strafford,  pursuant 
to  his  said  instructions,  had  communtcaled  tbe 
preliminaries,  signed  by  M.  Mesnnger  only,  to 
the  States  General ; vrfao,  being  justly  alanned 
at  tbe  pressing  instances  made  on  tbe  part  of 
ber  majesty,  that  conferences  should  be  opened 
on  propositions  as  general  and  uncertain  as  to 
those  so  lately  offei^  by  France  aud  signed  by 
M.  de  Torcy,  end  their  High  Mightinesses  liaviiig 
been  unsuccessful  in  their  remonstrances  to  the 
earl  of  Strafford  against  opening  the  con- 
ferences upon  tbe  said  propositions,  did  srnd 
over  M.  Buys,  their  ambassador,  to  represent 
to  ber  majesty, ' as  well  the  ba^rd  ofmeeiing 

* tiie  ministers  of  France  before  theessentid 

* articles  were  first  settled  by  special prelimioa- 
' rie^  or  at  least  explained  by  France,  and  mads 
‘specific;  as  likewise  the  advantages  to  the 
‘ enemy,  who,  being  but  one  body,  were  infiu- 
‘ enced  by  one  council,  and  directed  by  one 
< power;  whereas  the  confederates cousisted  of 
‘several  powers,  whose  interests  are  not  only 
‘ distinct,  bnt  in  many  cases,  contrary  to  each 
‘ other,  whereby  the  French  wonld  hare  a fair 
‘ opportunity  to  divide  the  allies,  when  it  wooid 
‘ be  impossible  for  them  to  break  in  upon 
‘ France;'  and  further  to  represent,  < that  the 
‘ propositions  themselves  were  io  some  instances 
‘ very  prejudicial;  and  particularly  in  tbe  ar- 
‘ tides  of  commerce,  Dunkirk,  and  tbe  Union  of 
‘the  crowns  of  France  andSpnin  alt  which  re- 
presencarious  of  tbe  said  Mr.  Buys,  by  the  evil 
influence  of  him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Murtimer  and  otliers,  were  rendered 
ineffectual.  But  in  order  to  prevail  upon 
cbe  Slates  General  to  open  the  conferences 
npon  tbe  said  general  preliminaries,  by  the 
management  and  contrivance  of  him  tbe  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  und 
oibeis,  an  occasion  was  taken  to  declare  to  Mr. 
Buts,  at  a committee  of  council,  in  tier  ma- 
jesty's name,  ‘ Her  constant  affection  and  good 
‘ disposition  to  their  State,  and  to  the  pro* 

‘ moling  their  interest,  and  CO  treat  with  their 
' High  Mightinesses  with  a perfect  confidence 
‘ and  harmony  and  at  the  some  time,  lie  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer 
did  then  falsely  and  maliciously  declare,  or  was 

Erivy  to  advising  and  conseuting  that  it  should 
e and  so  it  was  declared,  in  bur  majesty's 
name,  ‘ That  she  had  made  no  separate  (leaiy 
‘ with  France  s nor  would  ever  make  «iy,  be- 
‘ fore  she  bad  fully  complied  with  all  engage- 
‘ meats  to  her  A^ies;  and  that  each  of  them 
• should  have  an  opportunity  to  make  guod 
' their  pretensions.’ 

L .®jiivrbw*»>Si>lsti5,  i»iidgtes»f»apd:(l}»boi»ufr 
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nblemsurances,  he  the  uiid  £><bert  earlofOx' 
tbrtl  anil  oul  Mortimur  did  uuc  oidy  highly  <!»• 
honour  her  majesty,  by  whuse  privity  ciie&iud 
teperue  treaty  with  Praoue  bad  been  bel'nce 
that  tine  eoucluded  and  eigoed  : but  titeir 
High  M^'btiucsses,lhcg'>udrriemls  and  nncieni 
nllies  of  lie.- majesty,  wecu  pruesly  abused,  aud 
tliureby  iiiducu  to  enitr  iuio  a ucgoimtioii 
with  Traoce  so  d-jogetuus  in  itself,  and  so  fatal 
>11  its  cuuscquences. 

Article  V. 

“ That  liar  sacred  majesty  queen  Anac 
having,  in  doe  form  of  law,  nnd  under  l>ec  greut 
seal,  constituted  the  riglit  reverend  John  lord 
bUhiip  of  Bristol  aud  the  carl  of  StralTord  her 
pteiijp'iEentiaries,  with  fiiU  powers,  to  meet, 
treat,  oad  cuDclude,  with  tlie  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  Confederates  and  Uiusewhoui  the  French 
LJiig  eIibII  ou  his  purcdcpuie  for  that  purpose, 
the  eouditions  of  a good  and  general  peace, 
tone  shall  be  safe, huiiourable,  aud,asfaras  is 
possible,  agreeable  to  lbs  reasonable  demands 
ofnll  purtirs;  he  die  said  Hubert  earl  of Oa> 
ford  and  eurl  Mortimer,  oot  conteiuirg  bim* 
self  to  abuse  the  royal  authoriev,  to  the  delusion 
of  the  States  General,  the  nearest  nlliesoftbe 
queen:  but  intending  tire  universal  preiudice 
ofliis  imperial  majesty,  and  all  the  allies  of 
tbesa  kingdoms  and  thereby  the  umre  soccesa- 
iully  to  carry  on  tl>e  measures  of  Franca, 
wtierein  he  was  then  engaged,  contrived  and 
|irepared  instructions,  or  was  privy  to,  conseot- 
ug,and  adriiiog  the  some,  for  her  majesty's 
taid  plenipoienuarics;  whiebahe  was  prevailed 
upon,  by  the  said  Robert  enrl  of  Oiifoid  and 
ear!  Moidreer’s  evil  counsel,  to  sign ; and  the 
same  were  delivered  to  the  said  plenipotentia- 
ries ; wherein,  among  othur  tbmgs,  they  are 
instructed  to  the  e&cct  following;  vid^cet, 

‘ If  it  shsdl  be  tiiought  proper  to  begin  by  the 

* disposition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  ynu  arc 

* to  insist.  That  die  aecurity  and  reasonnble 
' Sfttisfoccion  which  the  ollies  expect,  and  which 

* bis  moat  Christian  majesty  has  prctuiBerl,  cau- 
‘ not  be  obtained,  if  Spain  and  the  West  indies 

* be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  the  house  of 

* Bourbon wkeMtf  tlie  said  Rabert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  bad,  attliac  time 
privately  aud  Uencberously  oegotiated  and 
agr^d  with  the  Bioisters  of  France,  tbnc  Spain 
and  the  West  ladles  should  remttin  in  a branch 
of  tlie  liouse  of  Bourbon;  and  had  prevailed 
on  her  sacred  majesty  to  be  party  to  tbe  said 
privnte  treaty,  wherein  rbe  same  is  necessarily 
implied:'  and  tbe  said  plcnipocentiaries  are 
further  iustrocced,  * In  cose  the  enemy  iboukl 
' object,  as  tlie  iuiperinl  miiibters  Jiave  done, 

' ibm  tlie  secoed  article  of  the  seven,  rigsed  by 
'the  sicurMesiioger, implies, tbntcheduke  of 
' Anjiio  slukB  enminoe  on  (be  throne  of  Spain ; 

' you  are  tn  hxisc  that  those  articles,  as  Ur  as 
‘ thvT  eitriid,  arc  indeed  binding  to  Franco  : 

' but  that  tbi  y lay  neither  us  nor  our  allies 
' under  auv  positive  obligntion  ivhoreby  the 
.said  Kobeh'bltfTdfOxfiBd'Widxiirt  BRireoivi ' 
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I basely  entered  into  acotifederecyandcoliution 
' even  with  the  ministers  of  die  enemy,  and  pre- 
soiled un  her  majesty  togise  her  royal  consent 
tJiereto,  tbe  more  efiectually  to  iuipose.on  hit 
i.Jiperial  majesty  and  all  the  slims,  and  to  con- 
criu  the  said  secret  negotiations,  uul  the  se- 
parate treaty  that  had  been  agre^  on  between 
Great  Britainaiid  France.  And  thesaid  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oiford  and  earl  Almtimer,  not 
only  jn  tbe  particulars  before  mentioned,  but 
in  maoy  others  contained  inthesnid  ioatrao 
uons,  hashrougbc  a lasiiag  repronoh  on  the 
crown  of  these  realms,  nnd  grossly  violoied  the 
many  treaties  wherein  her  eucred  majesty  was 
Chen  ei^rogrd  to  ber  allies,  to  uot  in  |;^ect 
concert  with  ibeoi  ihruughout  tiie-  negotiatidni 
of  peace. 

Article  VI. 

“ That,  the  coufcrcnces  of  peace  being 
opened  between  the  pleoipoientiaries  of  tbe 
allies  nnd  those  of  tile  eneoty,  for  (lie  negotiat- 
ing a gcueral  peace,  upon  the  niuiuql  and 
most  soieoin  engagements  amoEgst  the  allies, 
uutuniypi  act  in  perfect  confidence  witheocli 
other,  but  to  promote  cjiuir  common  intereu, 
and  lo.obtjya  from  tbe  enemy  oil  just  and  rea^ 
sonoble satisfaction;  HndnspeciliccsplaDation 
of  tbe  general  preliminaries  having  bMo  given 
in  by  the  enemy  at  Utrecht,  whereon  the  allies 
delivered  their  respective  demands;  by  the 
artifices  of  I'rance,  and  tbe  secret  eacourag»- 
inontnnd  coscurreace  of  tbe  ministers  of  Great 
Britnin,  the  progress  of  tbe  said  public  nego- 
tiation was  delayed  and  kept  in  suspense,  under 
pretence  of  ibe  enemy's  refusing  logiveihm 
answer  in  writings  durtngwiiicb  time,  be  tbe 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
again  assuming  to  himself  regal  power,  in  de- 
rogation of  the  royal  authority,  to  treat  Of  peace 
with  France,  which  was  then  delated  under 
tbe  great  seat  of  Great  Britain  to  her  majesty’a 
plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht : and,  for  tbe  pro- 
motiiqr  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  to  the  ap- 
parent destruction  of  the  common  canse  of  her 
mnjesty  and  her  allies,  contrary  to  tbe  known 
laws  mid  constitiitiBn  of  this  kingdom,  in  direct 
violation  of  tbe  several  ailiances  her  majesty 
then  stood  engaged  io,  and  in  oppustion  to  th« 
many  ussurancea  given  fay  tier  majesty  to  act 
ia  concert  with  ber  allies,  aud  in  defiance  of 
theexpress  instcuctioas given  to  Iwr  said  pleni- 
potentiaries, was  not  only  wantingiu  his  du^ 
to  her  uiajesfy,  as  fhr  as  io  him  lay,  to  bare  put 
an  end  to  and  prevented  any  fui^r  privnte 
and  unlawful  negotiations  with  France;  but 
did,  with  others  his  accomplices,  advise,  cun- 
cor,  <yu)dnue,  and  prumote,  a privnte,  scpanito. 
and  uiijustif^hla  negotiation  of  peace  widi 
France,  directly  Irotn  Englniid  to  France,  wub- 
net  any  coiuminiication  thereof  to  ibe  allies; 
nnd,  is  such  privnte  n^otiadons,  did  concert 
with  tl>e  miiiiiteri  of  tbe  enemy,  terms  of  pence 
liighly  prsjudiclul  to  the  interem  of  ber  majesty 
uihI  ber  fcingdonn,  and  of  ail  her  ollies,  ana 
nbenhy  the  gootl  ulfeets  ortbesoid  general 
' w«rcriQdmiy<dlEftdinl; 
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Abticie  VU. 

"Tliat  her  sscred  mojesif  queen  Anne  1«v- 
inebeen  pTevailed.on,  br  the  talse  counsels  of 
Imntliessid  Ibihert  eart  of  Osfonl  nud  esrl 
Morlioier,  to  scceptof  « tcesty  witl>  France, 
on  the  supposition  chat  tlie  Spanish  monarcliy 
sliould  coiiiinne  in  die  poss<:SsioD  of  n branch 
of  (be  house  uf  Bourlion ; and  it  lieing  ncknow- 
iedged,  even'  by  the  French  king,  in  Che  geuenJ 
preliminaries  signed  by  Jlonsieur  Meenn|CT, 
“ That  the  exreos  nf  power,  from  the  re-union 
of  diecruwnsof  Franco  aiidSpain,  would  be 
coBCrncy  to  die  good  and  geiietnl  repose  of 
Europe be  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Morlimer,  br>7ing  nothiog  bo  much  in 
Tiew  ns  ibe  aggrandizing  cbe  common  enemy, 
et  always  intending  to  cover  die  iniquity  of 
is  heart  under  tpecinus  pretences  and  false 
appearances,  did  w ickedly  nod  treacberoDsly  ad- 
vise and  carry  on  a privnte  and  separate  ne* 
guliation  with  France,  on  the  subject  of  a re- 
ounciatiuu  of  his  n^bt  to  tho'  kiogdom  of 
France  by  die  duke  of  Anjou,  and  ibuc  sneh 
renunciatioa  should  be  the  security  oeuinat  ilie 
re-uuion  of  the  two  kiogdonii ; end,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  his  evil  couns(;la,  her  mnjt-sty  wns 
prevailed  on  to  accept,  and  tiually  CO  conclude 
and  ratify,  a treaty  of  peace  with  France, 
wherein  the  said  renunciadoii  is  taken  us  a 
sufficient  expedient  to  prevent  the  niiscliielii 
tint  threatened  all  £aro^,  in  case  die  crowns 
of  France,  and  Spaia  sbonld  he  united  upon 
the  head  of  one  and  the  tame  peronn;  aldioogh 
he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Uortimer  well  knew  tlihca  memorial  had  been, 
daring  the  said  separate  negotiation,  trails* 
milted,  by  Monsieur  de,'L'orcy,  secrciuiy  of  state 
and  minister  to  the  French  lung,  to  ouc  of  her 
mryesty’sprinoipal  secretarinof  state,  whereby 
h was  dedared,  “ That  the  said  renundaiioa 
would  he  Dutl.nnd  invalid,  by  the  rundaiBentBl 
lews  of  France;  which  laws  were  looked  upon 
as  the  work  of  him  who  had  estsblisbed  all  mo* 
narebies,  and  whicli  be  only  could  aboliali;  and 
that  no  rcnoncistioD  therefore  imald  destroy 
it;  and,  if  thekingof  Spain  should  renounce, 
they  would  deceive  thcnuelves  that  should  re- 
oeire  it  as  a sufficient  expedient  to  prevent  the 
(niachiefs  proposed  to  bo  avoided.”  By  which 
false  and  ueacherous  counsels,  lie  the  said  Ho- 
ben  earl  of  Oufnrd  and  earl  Morti'uer  did  not 
only  betray  the  interest  uf  the  common  cause 
into  the  hand  of  the  most  formideUle  enemy  j 
bnt  wilfully  and  maliciously  abused  the  power 
and  influence  which  he  bad  obtained  wjth  her 
majesty,  so  jar  us  to  engage  her  sacred  majesty, 
and  the  bnnnnraf  the  imperial  crown  of  these 
kingdosisi,  lo  become  pa^  with  FraiKe  in  so 
fatal  a drait. 

Akticls  'VIII. 

**Tbat  ber  late  majesty  queen  Anne  having 
M^Tth  day  of  December  in  tbe  year  ofotir 
l711,enmeatlyrecomiDended  itlVooitbe 
threna,  “That  provision  might  be  made  feraii 
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with  vigour,  and  ss  the  best  way  (u  render  the 
treaty  of  peace  dfectual;  in  order  to  which, 
vast-supplies  were  granted,  und  mugaxiiies  pru- 
vided  atugreatexpence,  for  mi  early  cumpaign  t 
and,  ill  pursaancs  thereof,  her  mt^esty  having 
sent  her  generals  Luinlry  and  Cadngaiitn  give 
early  assurances  to  ber  allies  of  her  sincere  iii- 
temions;  and  likewise  expressly  inttructed  her 
general  (he  duke  of  Ormond  nbt  only  to  renew 
ibe  same  assurances,  and  declare  her  resohidons 
of  pushing  on  tlie  war  willi  tbe  utmost  vigour, 
but  to  concert,  with  tbe  generals  of  the  ^lies, 
the  proper  measures  for  entering  on  actinn  ; 
and  the  ooDfedernte  army,  wlrich  at  that  time 
>ias  tbe  finest  nndatrungest  that  bad  been  m 
tbe  service  during  the  whole  coarse  of  tbe  war, 
and  provided  with  all  necessaries  to  act  widi 
vigour,  Imving  inarched,  nccoiding  to  the  rrso* 
Iniion  takeu  in  conceit  with  ber  majesty's  ge- 
neral, almost  Dp  to  the  enemy,  with  a erest  su- 
periority both  ns  to  the  number  and  guudness  of 
tranps,  and  animated  with  a ooUe  coarage  and 
zeal  to  acquit  themselves  bravely  ; s»  that,  in 
all  bumon  appearance,  nnd  with  tbe  divine  as- 
sistance, whiM  bad  oppeared  so  viuMy  for  them 
on  many  other oecasioos,  iliey  would  tieve  been 
able,  ei^er  by  baide  or  siege,  to  have  gained 
greatadvanc^esover  iheenemy,  to  have  bet- 
lered  the  nSaiti  of  tbe  allies,  and  ro  have  fa- 
cilitated (he  negutintiona  of  peace;  and  the 
ministers  of  France  having  frequently  and  ear- 
iiestly  rejmseiited  to  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  and  others  his  ac- 
complices, during  tlieir  secret  lU-gotiations, 
their  just  apprehensions,  from  ihe  bravery  and 
good  disposition  of  the  coufederate  army ; lie 
the  said  Robert  earl  of  Uxtord  and  earl  .Mor- 
timer, beiog  truly  informed  of  the  sure  pros- 
pect, which  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  army 
of  the  confeiierates  then  Imd,  nf  gaining  new 
conquests  over  tho  army  of  France,  and  where- 
by they  would  have  been  enabled  to  have 
forced  terms  of  peace,  tale,  honourable, 'and 
lasting;  in  order  to  disappoint  those  comforta- 
ble expectations  of  the  allies,  and  to  give  suc- 
cess to  his  secret  Degotiaiio'ns  with  tbe  ininis* 
Krs  of  France,  was  privy  to,  consenting,  and 
advising,  together  with  other  false  and  evil 
counsellors,  and  together  with  tliem,  did  advise 
andconseut,  that  an  order  ahoulil  be  sent,  iu 
Iier  majesty's  name,  to  the  dnke  of  Ormond,  in 
Flanden,  ‘ to  avoid  engaging  in  any  siege,  nr 
‘ hazarding  n battle,  inl  further  Orders  ;*  al- 
though nothing  had  then  been  settled,  in  the 
said  private  negotiatkiDS,  for  the  interest  nnd 
security  of  Great  Britain,  and  although  Philip 
king  of  Spain,  at  that  time,  had  not  consenled 
to  the  renunciation  nf  his  right  to  tbe  crown  of 
France;  and,  not  contenting  bitnself  with  hav- 
ing obtained  that  ffitnl  step,  so  highly  advan* 
tageout  to  the  cause  of  France,  but  being 
wickedly  derermined  to  do  all  that  in  him  lay 
to  dtssoive  the  whole  eonlederacy,  he  the  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  *aiul  ear!  Mortimer, 
wkh  ethers,  was  privy  to,  nnd  did  entistnl  and 
advise,  that  orders  should  be  sent  to  tbe  bishop 
eif 'ber  ntige^'lsileiiipoteatia- 


«1]  PARL.  HISTORY,  I Giohok  I 
Ties  then  at  Utreebt,  te  Uketbe  first  solemn 
portuuiiy  to  declare  to  the  Dutch  miiiieters, 
‘ That  her  majesty  looked  on  heraelf,  from  tbeir 

< conduct,  to  bu  then  under  uo  obiigatiou  erhat- 
‘ soever  to  ibeni Wlucb  twodeclamtions  giv- 
ingjuac  alarm  to  all  Lite  allies,  (he;  represented 
to  tlie  bishop  of  Bristol  their  generiil  distniis* 
faction,  and  the  unej^reasibte  consteruation 
the;  n-ere  alt  in ; ‘ That  cliesc  proceedings 

* were  (he  unoroidable  ruin  of  Europe;'  They 
urged  religion,  liberty,  and  the  &idi  a!  treaties, 
to  shew  the  enormity  of  this  usage  ; and  the 
Stales  expressed  their  uueosiness  on  no  ac- 
eouotsu  much,  us  that  they  could  uot  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  ilreir  own  lot.  Which  re> 
presentatiims  the  bishop  of  Bristol  did,  at  the 
instance  of  the  allies,  signify  to  one  of  her  mn* 
jesiy's  principal  secreiariesof  state.  But  their 
High'Mightiuesses,  finding  that  all  applications 
to  the  ministers  of  Great  Biicoin,  and  in  par- 
ticular to  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  were  of  no  avail  agaiost  France, 
and  for  the  interest  of  the  common  cause, 
thought  it  uecessary,  in  a manner  the  most 
moving  ami  respectful,  to  address  directly  to 
her  majesty  by  a letter  of  the  5th  of  June  1712; 
therein  expressing  “ their  great  surprise  and  ut- 
fliciion  at  the  two  declarations  afurementioned  : 
and  finding  it  ditficult  to  cooceive  how  such 
declarations,  so  prejudicial  to  the  common 
cause,  given  so  suddenly,  without  tlieir  know- 
ledge, and  undoubtedly  too  without  tlie  know- 
ledge of  the  other  allies,  could  agree  and  con- 
sist with  the  nature  of  an  alliance,  and  with 
(huse  assurances  and  engagements  her  majesty 
had  so  inCrIy  inuile  ; anil  not  koowing  ho'v  tu 
reconcile  it  with  the  great  goodness  and  kind- 
ness uhich  her  miijesty  had  always  honoured 
them  with ; and  not  being  able  to  conceive 
how  such  .a  sodden  change  could  happen  with 
respect  tu  them,  having  carefully  examined 
their  own  conduct,  and  finding  nothing  ihcrdo 
that  could  tetbegiveii  ground  to  her  majesty's 
dliButisfactiuh and,  having  represented  the 
visible  and  immediate  fatal  consequences  of 
the  SHid  two  orders,  not  only  to  the  common 
interest  of  her  majesty  and  tlie  States,  but  to 
the  whole  coufederacy  and  to  the  Protestant 
religion,  they  besteebed  her  majesty,  witli  all 
the  retpeai  and  all  the  earnestness  tiiey  were 
capable  of,  ‘ That  slie  would  not  persist  in  the 
‘ declumtions  made  by  the  bishop  of  Bristol: 

‘ and  would  be  pleas^  to  revoke  the  orders 

< given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  would  au- 

* thorise  him  to  act  accurdiug  to  occurrences, 
'and  as  the  exigency  of  the  war  and  the  ad- 
' vancement  of  the  common  cause  should  re* 

‘ quite NuKvitbstandine;  which,  he  the  said 
Robert  earlof  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  being 
acquainted  with  the  said  representations  of 
the  States,  was  not  only  wanting  in  his  duty  to 
her  majesty  and  to  his  oath,  ana  tlie  great  trust 
reposed  iu  him,  in  not  advising,  as  he  ought  to 
bare  done,  her  sacred  majesty  to  have  het^en- 
c<l  to  tlie  said  several  instances  made  to  her; 
but,  persisting  in  bis  desperate  and  destruclive 
measures,  rofChb  hdrsht'fl'h'tlnl 
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of  the  common  enemy,  did  afterwards  advise 
her  majesty  to  disregard  and  reject  the  same; 

I and  did  coumeiiance,  encourage,  advise,  and 
prumote,  the  said  private,  separate,  and  wicked 
. negotiations  with  France,  witliout  any  partici- 
pation of  die  nllies,  contrary  to  all  her  ma* 
jesty’s  engagements,  and  to  ue  apparent  ruin 
of  Che  ciunmoo  cause : By  which  several  wick* 
ednnd  perfidious  connsels,  the  progress  of  the 
victorious  arms  ofthe  confederates  were  stop- 
ped, and  an  opportunity  lost  for  conquering  the 
enemy,  the  most  favourable,  in  the  opinion  of 
all  the  general  officers  and  the  quarter -masters 
of  the  allies,  who  were  sent  out  to  view  the 
French  camp ; and  whereby  all  hopes  of  confi- 
dence heiweea  her  mnjoiyiind  her  allies  was 
entirely  destroyed,  and  ibe  French  kbg  made 
absolute  master  of  tlie  iiegoiiations  of  peace, 
and  the  afiairs  of  Europe  given  into  his  hands. 

Abiicle  IX. 

“ That,  10  impose  upon  the  allies  the  fa- 
tal necessity  of  submitting  to  the  terms  of 
France,  and,  in  order  thereto,  to  leave  the 
whole  confederate  anny  at  the  mercy  of  the 
common  enemy,  be  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  was  privy  and  con- 
senting to  a secret  and  separate  concert  with 
the  ministers  of  France,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  allies,  for  the  separating  the  troops  in 
her  majesty’s  pay  froni  the  rest  of  the  confede- 
rate army;  for  ibe  effecting  whereof,  instead 
of  prevenliug  as  far  as  in  him  lay  so  fatal  a 
step,  be  was  not  only  wanting  to  advise  against 
so  unwarrantable  a proceeding ; but  did  consent 
to,  and  advise  her  majesty,  that  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  all  the  troops  then  in  her  majes- 
ty's pay,  or  such  of  ibem  as  would  obey  hi* 
orders,  should  separate  themselves  from  the 
army  of  the  confederates;  and.  Wing  notice 
tliat  the  geuerals  of  the  auxiliaries  paid  by  her 
majesty,  whose  honour  und  cousciences  would 
not  permit  them  to  abandon  the  confederates 
and  leave  them  as  a sacrifice  to  France,  but, 
for  the  sake  of  the  common  interest  of  Europe 
and  according  to  the  true  end  and  design  of 
their  cooventions,  did  refuse  to  withdrew  with 
(be  duke  of  Ormond  without  particular  orders 
from  their  respective  masters ; be  the  said  Ro- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  being 
then  lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  and 
one  of  her  majesty's  most  btinoursble  privy 
council,  in  violation  af  his  oath,  nod  the  duty 
and  trust  reposed  in  him,  did  take  upon  him- 
self an  arbitrary  and  illegal  power  to  refuse  and 
put  a stop  to  the  pay  hnd  subsidies  due  on  ao 
count  of  the  said  foreign  troops,  although 
they  were  eoiilled  thereto  by  the  conventions 
entered  into  with  her  sacred  majesty,  and  by 
express  provbioo  made  by  act  of  parliament 
for  the  payment  of  the  some : by  which  fatal 
separation,  which,  pursuaut  to  bis  evil  counsels, 
was  afterwards  made,  great  numbers  of  the 
confederate  troops,  who  had  before,  on  many 
occasions,  sigiializ^  themselves  in  the  defence 
of  the  cause  of  Europe,  soon  afterwards,  at  the 
'ihlfbfliiUhlid'ebtieu  saci^ei  ta 
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(he  fur;  and  reveoge  of  France ; the  siege  of 
Landrec;  nasraisra ; the  important  towns  and 
fortresses  ofQuesno;,  Bouchain,  and  Duwa; 
were  retaken  by  the  French  army;  and  not 
only  the  fortune  al  the  war,  but  the  fate  of 
Burupej  decided  in  fuvourof  France. 

Article  X. 

“ Thar,  in  further  execution  of  bis  pernicioos 
designs,  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  com* 
mon  cause  of  Europe  and  to  render  it  imprac- 
ticable for  her  majesty  to  resume  the  war 
against  France  in  conjunction  with  her  allies, 
or  to  lecorer  the  union  with  her  niajesty's  old 
and  faithful  allies,  so  necessary  to  the  preserra- 
tioii  of  these  kingdoms,  he  the  said  Robert  earl 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  then  lord  high 
treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  did  carry  on  and 
concert,  with' die  ministersof  France,  a private 
and  separate  negotiation,  for  a general  suspen- 
sion, hy  sea  and  land,  between  Great  Britain 
ttod  France;  and,  to  that  end  among  others, 
did  advise  herniajesty  to  send  over  Henry  vis- 
count Bolingbroke,  one  of  her  principal  secre- 
taries of  slate,  10  the  court  of  Franco,  wicli 
powers  to  seiile  tlie  said  suspension  : in  pur- 
suance of  wliicb,  a destructive  treaty  of  sus- 
pension was  made  in  France,  on  the  19lb  of 
August  (j^.  S.)  171!l,by  the  said  Henry  viscount 
Bolingbroke  on  clie  part  of  her  said  majesty,  for 
four  months,  without  the  knowledge  or  an; 
participation  of  tbf  allies,  and  before  any  terms 
of  peace  were  settled  with  the  enemy,  either 
for  Great  Britain  or  the  allies.  By  wtiich  evil 
counsels,  the  express  terms  of  several  of  the 
afisremeiiiioned  treaties  were  express);  contra- 
vened flud  broken,  the  goad  friends  audancieot 
allies  <>i  her  majesty  and  chese  kingdoms  were 
totally  deprived  of  the  just  assistance  to  which 
tliey  were  thereby  eotilled,  and  were  left  ex- 
pos^  to  the  insults  of  the  common  enemy  ; 
and,  the  sacred  ties  of  anion  and  friendship  be- 
tween her  miyesty  nud  her  allies  being  cut  asun- 
der, her  majesty 'spursoii  and  govqnnnelit,  the 
safety  uf  tier  kingdoms,  and  of  the  Frutestant 
succession  to  the  cron  n of  these  realms,  were 
left  exposed  to  the  enierprizes  of  her  most  for- 
midable enemy. 

AaticiE  XI.  '• 

“ That  whereas  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  were,  in  or  about  ibe  months 
uf  September  or  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1712,  in  possession  of  the  strong  and 
important  town  and  fortress  of  Tournay  ; usd 
whereas  the  French  king  had,  during  the  coarse 
of  the  said  private,  separate,  and  traiterous  ne- 
gociatioa  between  him  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  carl  Mortioier  and  others,  and  . 
the  ministers  of  Franco,  signified  his  consent 
to  (he  ministers  nf  Great  Britain,  chat  the  said 
town  and  fortress  of  Tournsysbonld  remain  to 
the  said  States  Geueral,  ss  part  of  their  barrier ; 
end  whereas  her  majesty,  in  be:  instructions 
of  December  S3, 17 11,  ta  licr  plenipotentiaries 
*t  Utrecht,  bad  expressly  directed  tliem  to  in- 
»i«  with  the 


general  congress,  ‘ That,  tovroide  forming  a suf- 
‘ heient  barrier  for  the  States  General,  Tooraay 
‘ should  remain  to  their  High  Mightinesses 
niul  did  afterwards  declare  hi-iself  conforaiibly 
thereunto,  in  iier  speech  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament on  the  6tb  of  June  1712,  in  which  she 
coiumunioated  to  them  the  terms  whereon  a 
peace  might  he  made : and  whereas,  for  several 
years  before,  and  till  the  said  months  of  ^p. 
tember  and  October  in  the  year  of  our  lord 

1711,  there  was  open  wur  between  her  late 
majesty  and  the  French  king,  and,  the  said  war 
continuing,  for  ail  the  said  time  end  afterwards; 
the  said  French  king  and  his  subjects  were  ene- 
mies to  her  majesty,  he  the  said  Rabert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  eari  Mortimer,  then  lord  high  trea- 
surer of  Great  Britain  and  a subject  uf  her  ma- 
jesty, not  cuosidering  the  duty  of  his  allegiance, 
but  having  alt<^ether  withdrawn  the  cordial 
love  and  true  and  due  obedience  which  every 
true  and  faithful  sobject  owed  to  her  said  ma- 
jesty, and  designing  to  give  aid  and  succour  and 
Co  adhere  to  the  said  French  king,  did,  in  or 
about  the  months  of  September  or  October 

1712,  during  the  said  war,  falsely,  maliciously, 
wickedly,  aud  traiterously  aid,  help,  and  assist, 
and  adhere  to  the  Freocli  king,  then  an  enemy 
to  her  late  majesty ; and,  in  execution  and  jier- 
formanceof  las  said  aiding,  assisting,  and  ad- 
hering, maliciously,  falsely,  and  irailerously, 
did  counsel  and  advise  the  said  enemy,  in  what 
manner,  and  by  what  methods,  the  said  im- 
portant town  and  fortress  of  Tournay,  then  in 
the  possession  of  the  States  General,  might  be 
gained  from  them  to  the  French  king,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  hia  all^iance,  and  the  laws  and 
statutes  ot  this  realm. 

Abticle  XII. 

That  whereas  her  late  luajesiy  queen  Anne, 
not  only’in  pursuance  of  the  treaties  she  stood 
engined  in  to  her  good  allies,  and  in  particular 
to  Ids  imperial  majesty,  for  the  recovery  of  the 
monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  House  of  ‘Austria, 
tliereby  to  presen'e  a due  hulnncc  of  power  in 
Europe  ; but  also  from  her  just  resentment 
against  (be  duke  of  Anjou,  wlio  then  styled 
himscif  king  of  Spain,  and  who,  in  defiance  of 
her  majesty's  title  to  tlie  crown,  liad  acknow- 
ledged the  Pretender  as  king  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  on  these  jost  foundations,  lier  majesty  bad 
^ in  vindication  of  the  honour  of  tlie  crown,  and 
in  justice  to  her  people,  at  a vast  expence  of 
blood  and  treasure,  aud  on  the  earnest  and  re- 
peated advices  uf  her  parliament,  prosecuted  a 
vigorous  war  against  tlie  said  duke  of  Anjou : 
and  wliereas  in  the  years  of  our  Lord  1710, 
1711,  and  1712,  tlie  said  open,  hloody,  and  ex- 

Ceiisive  war  was  carried  on,  between  her  said 
ite  majesty  queen  Anne  and  the  said  duke  of 
Anjou  ; and,  duriug  all  the  time  aforesaid,  the 
said  war  did  continue;  and,  for  all  that  time 
the  said  duke  of  Anjou  and  the  subjects  of 
Spain  adhering  to  him  trerr  enemies  of  her  late 
majesty;  he 'the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
anil  earl  Mortimer,  then  lord  high  treasurer  of 


95]  PA£L  HISTORY,  iGsoftctl.  I7l5.—Articietqflmpe<tckmtiil  [90 


coDodl,  tod  a 5ubj«et  of  her  said  majesty,  ooc 
cnniidcriiig  the  duiy  of  his  sll^oacc,  but  har- 
ing withdrawn  his  due  obedience  hvm  Imsaid 
late  majesty,  did,  ut  several  times,  in  the  said 
years  ofourlxird  1710, 1711, nnd  1713,ialsely, 
maliciously,  wickedly,  and  (raiterously, aid, help, 
assist,  and  adhere  to  the  said  duke  uf  Anjou, 
then  an  enemy  to  her  Mid  late  majesty ; nnd,  in 
tliB  execution  and,  performancsof  his  said  aid- 
ing, helping,  assisting,  and  adhering,  and  in 
confederacy  and  combination  wiili  the  clicn 
enemies  ol  her  late  m^csty,  and  with  divert 
other  wicked  and  evil-dtspoKd  persons,  did,  at 
severnl  times,  in  the  ycursaforesaid,  adviM  aud 
counsel  the  enemies  of  her  late  mi^cf^ ; and, 
in  such  counselling  and  advising,  did  concert 
with  them,  and  did  promote  the  nelding  and 
giving  up  Spnin  and  the  \YesiIndies,  or  some 
parts  thereof,  to  the  said  duke  of  Anjou,  then 
’ in  enmity  iritb  her  majesty,  against  the  doty  of 
his  nllegmoce,  and  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 

Article  XIII. 

That  whereas  the  riches,  power,  »nd  strength 
of  tliese  kingdoms,  depend  entirely  on  tliefiou- 
risliing  condiiian  of  trade  and  navigation  : and 
iicr  late  majesty  queeu  Anne,  having  due  re- 
gard thereto,  as  well  as  to  thejusC  expectations 
of  her  people  after  tlio  vast  expences  they  bad 
so  cheerfully  undergone  in  support  of  the  war, 
did,  on  the  first  opening  of  the  conferences  for 
a general  peace,  declare  from  Che  throne,  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliantcnt,  on  the  7th  of  De- 
cember 1711, ‘That  she  wnnld  eodenvour  that, 
‘after a war  which  liad  cost  ss  much  blood  and 
‘ treasure,  the  nation  lu^ht  find  their  interest 
‘ in  trade  and  commerce  improved  and  eo- 
‘ larged  by  a peace  and,  on  the  6th  of  June 
1712,  when  she  was  pleased  to  communicate 
the  terms  on  which  a general  peace  might  be 
made,  did  declare  ‘ That  nothing  had  moved 
' her  majesty  from  steadily  pursuing  the  true  in- 
' teresi  uf  her  own  kingdoms ; and  that  the  I 
‘ terms  of  pence  ohluined  for  her  own  subjects  | 
‘ were  such  as,  she  had  reason  to  expect,  would  i 
‘ make  her  people  some  amends  for  the  great ' 
‘ and  unequal  burthen  which  they  had  lain  i 
‘ under  ihrough  the  whole  course  of  the  war ; 

* and  hoped  that  none  of  the  confederates . 
' would  envy  her  sluire  in  the  glory  and  adrau- 

‘ toge  oftlic’peace  And  afterwards  declared  to  ; 
botJi  Houses  of  I'nrlinment  ‘ Her  satisfaction  io 
‘ the  near  view  slie  had  of  pence  ; since  it 

• would  in  some  measure  recompence  her  suh- , 
‘ jects  for  ibeirvnst  expences  And,  after  the 
.conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce with  France,  did  declare,  frem  the 
throne, on  the  9th  of  April  1713,  ‘That  the 

' many  advantages  she  had  oluuined  for  her 
‘ subjects  had  ocoisioned  much  uppositiun  nnd 
' long  delays  to  the  pence  ; but  it  alfonled  her 
‘ great  satisfaction,  that  her  people  will  have  it 
' in  their  power,  by  degrees,  tu  repair  what  they 
' had  sulterod,  duriogeu  long  and  burdensome 
‘ u war.’  Wliereon  both  Huitses  of  Parliament 
did,  from  {Ufelif"gydt«3iii’' 


acknowledgments  to  her  majesty,  for  her  great 
care  andcoacem  for  the  welfare  of  her  people. 
And  whereas,  at  the  setting  on  foot  and  in  the 
progress  of  the  said  private,  separate,  and  per- 
nicious n^ociation,.  between  the  ministers  of 
Great  Qricain  and  Fraoce,  it  was  laid  down  as 
a principle,  on' the  pare  of  Great  Britain,  never 
to  be  departed  from,  ‘ That  France  should  con- 
‘ sent  to  adjust  the  interests  of  Great  Britain 
‘ in  the  first  place,  chat  the  ministers  of  Great 
' Britain  might  thereby  be  enabled  to  engage 
‘ the  nueen  to  mske  the  conclusion  of  tiio  ge- 
‘ nerai  peace  easy  to  France and  oo  this  plau- 
sible pretdticc.  It  was  insisted  on  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  Great  Britain,  to  remit  the  discus- 
Non  of  the  particular  interests  of  the  allies  to 
genial  conferences ; and  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  the  said  separate  negoeiatinn,  all 
imaginable  concessions  were  oot  only  made 
by  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  real 
advantage  of  the  interests  of  France,  against 
.theallies;  but aU measnres  were  entered  into 
nnd  concerted  between  them,  that  ereu  tlie 
ministersof  Frauce  should  dictate,  in  order  ti> 
strengthen  their  hands,  and  to  enable  them  to 
impose  the  terms  of  a genenJ  peace ; be,  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
having  nothing  in  view,  through  tlie  whole, 
course  of  the  said  n^ociation,  wheraio  he  was 
wickedly  aud  principidly  eng^ed  in  concert 
with  France,  but  the  final  destruction  of  his 
country,  and  to  that  end  the  sacrificing  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  to  the  eggnuidize- 
nient  of  France,  was  not  only  wanting  in  his 
duty  to  her  majesty,  in  not  insisting  on  in  ait 
events,  and  not  procuring  in  the  first  place,  the 
most  ceitaio  and  strict  securities  imaginable, 
for  the  safety  nnd  advantage  of  the  cuKimercc 
of  these  kingdoms ; but  did  advise  Her  laic 
majesty,  ‘ I'hat,  in  the  proposition  seilc  by  hi» 

* privity  and  advice  by  Mr.  Prior,  to  France, 
‘ and  also  In  the  said  private  and  Mparate 
‘ treaty;  signed  on  the  said  27ih  of  September 

* 1711,  wherein  the  preliminary  demands  for 
‘ Great  Britain  more  particularly  were  intended 
■ to  be  adjusted  with  France;  ihedemauds  for 
‘ Great  Britain,  in  point  of  commerce,  should 
‘ not  only  be  made  in  loose,  general,  and  insaf- 

* ficieiii  terms;  but  that  Ibc  liberty  nf  fishing,  and 
‘ drying  uf  fisb,  on  Newfoundland,  should  be 
‘ expressly  given  up  to  France ; though  the  re- 
‘ stitutiuu  of  that  small  pan  of  the  island  nineb 
‘-France  had  taken  during  the  war  was  therein 
‘ referred  to  be  discussed  to  geuerat  confer- 
‘ ences;'  And  having,  by  liis  wicked  artifices, 
engaged  her  majesty  in  the  said  private  treaty 
with  France,  without  any  security  for  ihe  com- 
merce of  Great  Briinui,  he  did  artfully  aad 
cunningly  cumrive,  with  ibeniinistersorFrance, 
tu  keep  in  suspense  all  matters  that  concerned 
thecoiumcrce  of  Great  Britain,  until,  by  means 
of  his  wicked  and  pernicious  cumisels  nfore- 
mcnrioiied,  France  was  become  master  of  the 
negodaiioDs,a]id  the  chief  advanl.sges  for  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  by  that  means  re- 
maiiiiiig  unsettled ; and  the  ministersofFrance 
^^«$rtifib'dIsput'in£'^itto«btis»nual  aiiiclw 
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which  Imd  been  in  a^itatinn,  and  in  particular 
that  Cundainentnl  principle  of  treating  ami  be- 
ing treated  assent  umcwitma,  and  endenv.^i)(inK 
to  elode  whsi  had  been  ngrced  on  in  tire  said 
private  and  teptrate  negociacion,  fat  the  cap- 
poied  advantage  of  Great  Britain ; he  the  said 
Hubert  earl  of  Oiford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
aider  pretence  of  remoring  a difficulty  then  de- 

Ending  by  an  expedient  advnntagenns  to 
eat  Britain,  did  creachcroualy  adviie  the  9th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  witli  France ; 
a bill  for  the  rendering  whereof  elTectnal  was 
afterwards  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons  ' 
as  highly  prejudicial  and  destructive  to  the  : 
commerce  of  these  Icmgdoms : but,  yet,  fur  i 
the  sake  of  gaining  that  destrnctire  article  for 
Great  Britain,  os  if  the  tame  bad  been  advan- 
tageous, he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
can  Mortimer,  in  defiance  of  the  express  pro- 
vision of  an  act  of  parliament,  as  well  as  in 
contempt  of  the  frequent  and'  earnest  repre- 
sencations  of  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain, 
and  of  (be  commissioners  for  trade  nnd  pUsen- 
tions,  did  advise  her  majesty,  finally  to  agree 
with  France,  ‘ That  the  subjects  of  France 
' should  have  liberty  of  fishing,  and  drying  fish, 

' on  Newfonndlnnd  and  did  also  advise  her 
Majesty  to  make  a cession  to  Franceof  the  isle 
of  Cape  Breton,  with  libera  to  foriily  the  same; 
although  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton  wns  part  of 
the'  ancient  territories  of  the  crown  of  Gresi 
Britain,  and  her  mmesty  had  decisrril,  from 
(he  throne,  ‘ That  France  had  consented  to 
* make  an  absolote  cession  of  Kura  Scotia,  or 
* Acadia,  whereof  Cape  Breton  is  part,  to  her 
‘ majesq' and  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  eari  Mortimer  intending,  in  all  events,  to 
secure  to  France  (he  advantages  relating  to  the 
fishery  efNewfimndtaridand  to  Cane  Breton, did 
in  conj  auction  withthe  ministers  of  France;  advise 
her  majesty  to  consent  thai  the  seme  slinuld  be 
msde  an  arricle  in  the  treaty  of  peace  beiiveen 
Great  Britain  and  France : whereas  tlieonly  nd- 
vantages  in  trade  pretended  to  be  atipulatcil  for 
Great  Britain,  being  inscrte-l  in  the  treaty  of 
cotonietce,  were  to  depend  on  certain  cuudi- 
tiona,  to  be  made  good  by  net  of  p-irliament ; 
and  pursuant  to,  sod  by  the  infinence  of,  the 
said  evil  counsel  uf  him  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  niid  earl  Mortimer,  her  sacred  ma- 
ja-ty  was  advised  to  ratify  the  said  article  in  the 
said  treaty  of  peace,  and  ilie  sdid  treaty  of 
coiDBerce ; by  means  of  wbicli  pernicious 
coanseU,  the  good  intentions  of  her  sacred  ma- 
jesty, to  have  obtained  for  her  people  advan- 
tageous terms  of  commero,  «ere  intirely  frus- 
trated ; the  trade  and  mnnufnetures  of  Great 
Britain,  as  for  as  in  him  lay,  rendered  preca- 
rious, aud  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ; and 
Wat  beneficial  branch  of  trade,  always  estcem- 
ihegre.it  support  of  the  naval  power  nnd  the 
chief  nursery  of  tli*  seamen  of  Great  Britain, 
yirided  up  to  (be  subje  ts  6f  France ; and  the 
cpiv  preieuce  for  the  avowed  and  notorious 
Violation  of  treaties,  and  tha  carryiug  on  the 
Oeuurcs  of  France,  viz.,  the  adlnsting  finl 
mieresw 

Vot.  VIL  . 
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whole  course  of  the  said  private  and  separnle 
□egocialioii,  terminated  at  last  in  the  sabifica 
of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  to  France, 
without  Che  least  shadow  of  advantage  in  erndo 
procured  for  these  kingdoms. 

ASTICLX  XIV. 

“ That  he  the  said  Robert  enrl  of  Oiford  and 
earl  Mortimer  did,  in  conceit  with  oclirr  evil 
andfolse  counsellors,  even  without  any  appli- 
cation from  his  royal  highness  the  duka  of 
Savoy,  and  after  the  French  king  bad,  in  the 
course  of  the  s-iM private  and  separate  tiegoLia- 
tions,  consented  ibut  the  kingdom  of  Sicily 
should  remain  to  the  house  of  Austria,  foitn  a 
project  and  design  to  dispose  ofihe  kingdom  of 
Sicily  to  the  dukpof  Savoy,  from  (he  house  of 
Austria;  and,  to  effect  that  his  uiiJuji,disbo- 
oouraUe  and  pcniicions  project,  he  did  udviso 
her  majesty  to  give  instructions,  amoug  other 
things,  to  llenry  viscount  Bolingbriike,  then 
appointed  herninbsssador  to  France,  to  demand, 
in  her  majesty's  name,  ofthe  French  king,  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily,  for  bis  said  royal  liiglmess  r 
and  a treaty  of  peace  being  afterwards  made, 
between  the  Frtaich  king,  his  royal  bighnessj 
and  the  duke  of  Anjou,  wherein  n cession  is 
made  to  his  rvyal  faigliiiess  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily,  witliottt  any  concurrence  orpnrticfoation 
of  his  impeiial  majesty ; he  the  said  Robert 
earl  of  Oiford  nnd  earl  Mortimer  did  basely 
and  scandalously  advi>e  lier  sacred  majesty  to 
consent  to  thesame,  hy  an  article  inserted  in 
the  (maty  of  pence  between  her  majesty  and 
the  Frenth  king;  and  afterwards,  by  fos  privity 
nod  advice,  her  majesty  was  prevailed  on  la 
awisc  his  royal  highness  ng^st  the  creperar, 
then  in  alliance  with  her  majesty,  with  a part 
of  her  royal  Qeet,  at  her  own  expeuce,  In  order 
to  put  liim  in  pOrsession  of  the  said  kingdom  of 
Sicily,  whereby  the  greatest  injustice  was  don« 
to  his  imperial  majesty,  in  direct  violation  of 
rlie  grand  alliiuce,  amicontrary  toher  nuijesty’a 
frequent  declarations  from  the  throne,  and  her 
plain  Hud  full  instructions  to  her  plenipoten- 
ciaries  at  Utrecht,  for  obtaining  his  Just  and 
reasonable  satisfaction ; and  whereby  natimiai 
faith,  and  tiie  honour  of  the  crowu,  was  vilely 
betrayed,  and  tile  nevnl  power  of  these  king- 
doim,  nnd  the  supplies  granted  by  parliament 
for  reducing  the  common  enemy,  were  perfidj- 
ou'ty  employed  against  tbc  great  aud  faithful 
ally  oftbisUugdom. 

Abticlx  XV. 

“ That  whereas  thedignitvand  support  oftho 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms  has  in  all  ages 
greatly  depended  an  the  wisdom  nnd  truth  of 
the  comniunicationsmiideiromthe  throne,  espe- 
cially iu  parliament,  as  the  sure  and  only  means 
whereby  the  kings -and  nueeiisafthis  realm  can 
receive  the  siucere  and  foithful  advice  of  their 
people,  ill  matters  of  the  highest  importance ; 
and  which,  by  the  fundamvutul  laws  and  con- 
; siiiution  of  uis  government,  ought  to  be  in- 
I riulablv  observed,  as  the  saceed  band  of  the 
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«Qtf  nhmai,  by  diemosc  ancient  and  kooivn 
laws  of  (liiskiDgdam,  it  isiiiHispensabl}  incum- 
bent on  the  great  officers  of  state  that  surround 
the  throne,  to  maintain,  as  far  as  in  them  lies, 
the  sacredness  of  the  royal  word  on  all  occa- 
sions ; it  being  most  apparent  that  the  greatest 
dishonour  to  the  thrune,  and  the  greatest 
danger  to  these  kingdoms,  must  inevitably 
ensue,  whenever  that  fountain  of  truth,  by 
wicked  counsels,  sliall  be  in  any  degree  cor- 
rupted, aod  thereby  lose  its  just  iofiuence  and 
necessary  authority ; and  whereas  the  power  of 
making  peace  and  war,  one  of  the  ancient,  un> 
doubted,  and  must  important  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  hns  always  been  esercis^  by  the 
sovereigns  of  these  realms  with  the  strictest 
regard  to  the  honour  of  the  crown  aod  the  wel- 
fare ofthe  people,  and  for  that  end  they  hare, 

^ in  great  wisdom,  in  all  ages,  taken  the  advice 
of  parliament  on  such  weighty  occasions:  and 
whereas  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne  declared 
from  the  ilirone  her  gracious  iutentions  to  coin- 
znunicute  the  terms  of  peace  to  her  parlioment, 
for  their  deliheraie  and  serious  advice  therein ; 
wisely  foreseeing,  that  the  safety  of  her  person 
and  government,  of  the  protestant  succession  to 
the  crown,  wbicli  she  had  nearest  her  heart,  and 
of  die  protestant  religion,  and  6f  the  libertiesof 
Europe,  did  inevitably  depend  on  the  happy 
conclusion  of  the  said  n^otiations:  he  the 
said  Robert  carl  of  Oxford  and  cnrl  Mortimer, 
then  lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  bar-  j 
ilig  token  on  lumself,  tbrougliont  die  said  ne-  I 
gotinlions,  a most  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable 
authority,  mid  the  cliief  direction  aod  influence 
in  her  majesty's  councils,  and  most  wickedly 
designing  to  prostitute  the  lionoui-  of  the  crown 
and  the  dignity  of  parliaments,  and  not  only 
totally  to  deprive  her  majesty  of  the  wholesome 
and  necessary  advice  of  her  parliament  in  so 
great  a conjuncture,  bur,  by  niisrepresentiog 
the  most  essential  parts  of  the  u^utiatioiis  of 
eace,  to  obtain  ihcsanciion  of  parliament  to 
is  (rakerous  proceedings,  and  tnereby  fatally 
to  deceive  her  majesty,  her  allies,  her  parlia- 
mcat,  aod  Iter  people ; he  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  was  not  only 
wanting  in  the  discharge  of  that  ,duty  to  his 
sovereign  which  became  his  high  statioo,  by  not 
odvising  against,  and,  us  far  as  in  him  lay,  in  oU 
events,  by  not  preventing,  even  any  intimation 
from  the  throne  to  the  parliament,  which  was 
not  conformable  to  the  exactest  trutli  aod  im- 
partiality ; but,  taking  advantage  of  his  ready 
access  to  her  majesty,  and  his  exorbitant  in- 
fluence in  her  councils,  did  prepare,  form,  and 
concert,  together  with  oilier  false  and  evil 
counsellors,  several  speeclies  and  declarations, 
to  be  made  by  her  majesty  from  the  throne,  to 
her  parliament,  on  the  subject  of  the  said  ne- 
gotlaiions  of  peace;  nud  did  advise  hermajesty 
to  make  the  same  to  her  parliament:  and  par- 
ticularly, by  raeaus  of  his  false  and  evil  counsels, 
her  uinjrsty  did,  amongst  other  thinn,  on  the 
7th  of  December  1711,  declare  from  the  throne, 
in  the  words,  or  to  the  effect  following,  ‘That, 

‘ swtvriih^fkWaftiB’iiat'arts'oif-Wibib-illltrddi^' 


1 ' in  war,  both  place  and  time  are  appointed 
‘ for  opening  the  treaty  of  a general  peace : our 
‘ ^lies,  especially  the  States  General,  whose 
' interest  I look  upon  as  inseparable  IVom  my 
* own,  have,  by  their  ready  concurrence,  ex- 
‘ pressed  their  confidence  in  me:’  Where:isit 
was  then  notorious  to  u!l  Europe,  and  the  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  -earl  Murt:mcr  and 
others  his  accomplices  well  knew,  that  thepriu- 
cipaJ  allies  of  her  majesty,  and  particularly  the 
■Stales  General,  then  had  in  the  strongest  and 
most  pressing  manner  represented,  not  only  to 
her  majesty’s  ministers  in  Holland,  but  allcr- 
wards  by  a minister  nf  tlieir  own  directly  to  ber 
majesty,  the  insecurity  and  danger  to  the 
common  cause,  by  entering  into  gi  uenil  liego- 
! tiatioiis  with  France  on  the  propositions  signed 
I by  monsieur  Mesnager,  and  al'.o  their  Ann 
opiirioii  nf  the  fatal  consequences  that  might 
ensue  thereon:  and  although  tluty  had  still 
great  apprehensions  concerning  the  method  of 
opening  the  conferences,  and  tlieconsequencea 
that  might  happen  thereupon ; yet,  being 
wrought  on  by  the  menaces  and  other  extra- 
ordinary methods  used  witli  them  by  ber 
majesty’s  ministers,  and  relying  on  the  solemn 
assurances  and  declarations  of  her  majesty  to 
support  the  interest  and  ooiiceru  of  ibeir  state, 
and  to  act  in  perfect  confidence  and  harmony 
with  them,they  did  at  last  with  thegrcatFStreio& 
tance  consent  to  enter  upon  a general  negotia- 
tion of  peace  with  France.  And,  in  the  seme 
speech, her  majesty  was  prevailed  on,  by  the  evil 
counsels  of  him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  hlortimer  and  others,  to  declare  in  the 
' words  or  to  the  effect  fuUewing : * that  the 
‘ princes  ami  states  which  have  been  engaged 
' with  us  ill  this  war  being  by  treaties  entitled 
' ‘ Co  have  their  several  interests  secured  at  a 
‘ peace ; I will  not  only  do  my  .utmost  to  pro- 
‘ cure  every  one  of  them  nil  reasonable  satis- 
‘ faction:  but  I shall  also  unite  with  them  in  the 
‘ strictest  engagements  for  continuing  the  alli- 
' ance,  in  order  to  render  tlie  general  peace  se- 
‘ cure  and  lasting.”  And,  in  her  message  of 
the  17tli  of  January  following,  her  majesty 
again  expresses  the  care  she  intended  to  cake 
of  all  her  allies,  and  the  strict  union  in  which 
she  proposed  to  join  with  them ; wiiereaa,  by 
the  evil  influence  of  him  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  ber  majesty  was 
not  i/nly  induced  to  enter  into  a private  n^o- 
ciation  with  France,  exclusive ofher  allies;  but 
the  same  was  in  like  manner  carried  on  by  him 
the  said  Robert  earl  nf  Oxford  and  earl  Morti- 
mer and  others:  and  the  several  interests  which 
the  allies  were  entitled  to  by  tlieir  treaties  were 
not  only  not  secured  to  them  by  the  peace,  nor 
any  reasonable  satisfaction  given  to  them ; but 
the  main  interests  of  her  principal  allies,  espe- 
cially of  bis  imperial  majesty,,  were,  by  the 
wicked  practices  of  him  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  and  others,  given  up 
to  France ; and  no  engagemenis  were  obtained 
for  continuing  the  alliance,  in  order  to  reader 
I the  general  peace  secure  and  lasting.  And 
,%cF'taaj^y  baeihgiiUB  '-iaSQ/'  fomer  occasions 
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•zpreMed  her  resolutiuos,  never  to  make  peace 
with  France  and  Spain,  sa  long  oa  Spain  and 
the  West  ladies  remained  in  the  house  of 
Bourbon : she  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the 
advice  of  him  the  Mid  Ruherc  earl  af  Oxfurd 
and  earl  Mortimer  and  others,  to  declare  her- 
self^ in  answer  to  an  address  of  the  bouse  of 
peers,  the  11th  of  December  1711,  to  the 
effect  foUocviogs  videlicet,  ‘ I should  be  sorr^ 

* any  one  could  think  I would  not  do  my  ut* 

‘ most,  Co  recover  iSpniii  and  the  Indies  Irnm 

* the  house  of  Bourbon whereas  it  is  most 
manifest,  that  the  leaving  the  kingdom  of  Spaio 
and. the  ladies  in  the  house  of  Bourbon  nos  the 
foundation  of  the  private  end  separate  treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  wliich  had 
been  before  chat  time  signed  even  with  her 
tnajesty’s  consent;  and  the  same  fuudamental 
resolution  was  iinmutably  observed  between 
them,  to  the  conclusioo  of  the  peace.  And  her 
majesty  having  freijuently  dednred  from  the 
throne,  ‘ that  her  resolutions  in  entering  into 
‘ the  said  n^ociations  were,ioobcaiD  a general, 

' good,  and  lastuig  peace ; aod  the  pleiripoien* 

‘ tiaries  at  UtrecliC  being  instructed  to  trent 
‘ with  France  conformably  to  that  end he  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
in  order  to  remove  the  just  suspicions  which  had 
been  conceived  of  his  private  and  separate  ne- 
gociutions  with  France,  did  advise  her  majesty 
to  make  this  further  declaration,  in  her  said 
message  oftlie  I7tli  day  of  January,  * that  the 

* world  will  now  see  how  groundless  llinse  re- 
' ports  are,  which  have  been  spread  abroad  by 

* men  of  evil  intentions  Co  serve  the  worst 
‘ designs,  as  if  a separate  pence  bad  been  treat- 
' ed  *,  for  wliich  (here  has  not  been  the  least 
' colour  given whereas  n private  and  separate 
oeguciaUim  had  been  curried  on,  for  fiveuiomhs 
Cogetiier,  between  Great  Britain  and  France; 
and,  during  that  time,  private  propositions  hail 
been  seuc  from  England,  and  a privets  treaty 
with  a minister  of  France  sigaed  even  by  her 
iDaiesty’s  privity,  exclusive  of  all  the  allies, 
before  the  said  decli^raiiuii  made  by  her  ma- 
jesty; and  private  and  separate  measures  were 
thenceforth  carried  on,  by  the  said  Robert  earl 
ofOxford  and  earl  Mortimer  and  his  accom- 
plices, on  behalf  of  her  majesty,  with  the 
uiiniscers  of  France,  even  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace  with  France.  Her  majesty  was  further 
prevailed  on,  by  the  wicked  advice  of  him  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer, 
in  lier  speech  of  June  the  6tb,  1712,  to  declare, 

‘ that,  to  orevcnc  the  union  of  the  two  crowns, 

' she  would  nut  be  content  with  what  was 
' speculative,  but  insisted  upon  something  solid;' 
Md,  in  the  same  speech,  to  theeffeetfolwwing; 
(uidriicel,)  ■ the  nature  of  cbe  proposal  fora  re- 

: ' nuuciacion  is  such,  that  it  executes  itself,  and 

I ‘ France  and  Spain  are  thereby  more  effectually 
‘divided  than  ever whereas  the  ministers  of 

I France  had  before  that  time  assured  tlie  minis- 

1 majesty,  ‘ that  to  accept  of  the  ex- 

_P*dient  propos^  on  her  majesty’s  liehalf, 
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‘ would  be  to  build  on  a sandy  foundation  j and 
‘ that  the  lemHici.-uion  would  be  uull  und  void  by 
' thefuiidaniciitullaws  of  France;  and  that  they 
‘ would  deceive  themvelves,  who  accepted  it  ns 
‘ an  expedient  to  prevent  the  union  ot  tlie  twa 
‘ crowns.'  .And  nut  only  in  the  particulars 
befirementioned,  but  in  many  others,  contain- 
ed in  the  said  several  speeches  and  messages 
made  and  seut  to  her  parliament,  even  while 
the  said  negociations  of  peace  with  Fraocewera 
dependine,  the  most  essential  points  relating  le 
peace  and  commerce,  and  which  <»)nceriied  (he 
interests  as  well  of  the  allies  ns  of  Great 
Britain,  were  grossly  misrepresented ; by  all 
which  wicked,  treacherous,  aod  unexampled 
evil  counsels,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  .Ox- 
ford nod  earl  Mortimer  did  most  basely,  un> 
gmtefully,  and  scandalously,  abuse  the  favour  of 
his  royal  mistress;  and,  tiy  means  ofber  au- 
thority, did  mislead  her  parliament  into  ground- 
less and  fatal  jesolutions;  and  thereby  not 
only  prevented  thejust  advice  of  the  parliament 
to  her  mtyesiy  in  that  critical  juncture,  but 
obtained  the  approbation  of  parliament  to  his 
mysterious  and  dangerous  practices;  aod  did 
not  only  deprive  her  majesty  of  the  confidencs 
and  alrection  of  lier  allies,  but  exposed  lier 
majesty  and  her  people  to  the  contempt  of  the 
common  enemy. 

Articlc  XV’I. 

“ That  whereas  the  said  Robert  ear!  of  Ox- 
ford and  carl  Mortimer,  having  on  all  occa- 
sions used  hit  utmost  endeavours  to  subvert 
the  ancient  established  constitution  of  parlia- 
ments, the  great  and  only  security  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  and  of  the  righis,  liner- 
ties  and  properties  of  the  people;  and  being 
most  wickedly  determioed,  atone  fatal  blow, 
as  far  as  iu  him  lay,  to  destroy  the  frecduni 
and  independency  of  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
great  ornament  andnearcst  support  of  the  impe- 
rial crown  of  these  realms ; and  fulsely  intending 
(n  di^uise  liis  mischievous  purposes  under  a 
pretended  zeal  for  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown ; he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  ami 
earl  Mortimer,  on  or  about  the  muirtlis  of 
December  or  January  1711,  whilst  the  House 
of  Lords  were  under  an  adjoiimmeot,  and 
had  reason  to  expect,  that  on  their  next  mceC- 
mg,  matters  of  the  highest  importance  would 
he  communicated  to  them  from  the  throne; 
they  having  some  few  days  Iiefore  given  their 
humble  opinion  and  advice  to  her  majesty, 
‘ That  no  pence  could  be  safe  or  honourable  to 
‘ Great  Bntahi  or  Europe,  if  Spain  and  the  West 
‘Indies  were  to  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of 
' the  House  of  Bourbon being  then  lord  liigh 
treasurer  Ilf  Great  Britain  and  une  ofber  majes- 
ty's privy  council,  and  assuming  to  himself  an  xr- 
biimry  direction  and  contrul  in  lier  majesty’s 
councils,  contrary  to  his  duty  and  bis  oath,  und 
in  violation  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  with  nn  immedUte  purpose  to  render  in- 
effectual the  many  earnest  representations  of 

uon>  ol  peace,  as  well  as  to  preveut  the  good 
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effects  of  the  said  advice  of  the  House  of, 
Lords,  and  in  order  to  obtain  sucii  fuiurv  reso> 
luiionsof  (hat  house  of  parlisaieut,  an  the  im- 
portaut  subject  uf  the  n^odslious  of  peace, 
as  might  shelter  and  piomuu  bU  secret  aod 
uiiwarraaltthle  proceinliiigs,  Cnee  bar  nich  other 
false  and  evil  C'lUDsellnTs,  diii  advise  her  ma- 
jfts>7  to  make  auil  create  twelve  peers  uf  this 
realm  and  lurds  of  parlianieiic;  and,  pursuant 
to  his  descruciive  couuiels,  letters  patents  did 
forthwith  pass,  and  writs  Usued,  wUerebj 
twelve  peers  were  made  niid  crested ; uiid  did 
likewise  advise  her  iiiajestj  itom^iately  lo 
call  and  suintnoti  tlietu  to  parliaineut ; which 
being  dune  accordiugl}!,  ti,ey  took  their  seats 
ill  the  House  of  Lords  ssn  or  about  the  9d  of 
Jnuuor;  1711,  to  which  day  the  House  then 
stood  adjonrovd ; whereby  the  said  Robert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  MoiUiser  did  must 
highly  abuse  the  iufluence  he  then  had  with 
her  majesty ; ai)d  prevailed  un  her  to  exercise 
in  the  most  unprecedented  and  dangerous 
nanuer  lliat  valuable  uud  uiidaubted  preroga* 
tive,  which  tlie  itisdom  uf  the  laws  and  cun- 
itituciuii  of  this  kingdom  hucli  eutrusted  with 
the  crown  fnr  the  rewardiog  signiU  virtue  and 
disiinguishtd  merit:  by  which  desperate  ad- 
vice, he  did  not  only,  os  far  as  in  liim  lay,  tie* 
prikt-  her  majesty  of  the  cominuonce  of  those 
seasunnhie  and  wholesome  counsvld,  in  dial 
criiical  juncture;  but  vrickedly  peivcrted  the 
true  and  only  end  of  chat  aivjt  and  useful  pre- 
rogative, to  the  dishonour  of  the  crown,  and 
the  irreparable  mischie  f to  the  coostiuicion  of 
purliusieuts:  alt  which  crimes  mid  misde- 
meanors were  coniniitied  and  duiiv,  by  biiu  the 
said  £arl,  ngainst  our  late  sovereign  lady  the 
Queen,  her  crown  and  diguicy,  the  peace  and 
interest  of  tills  kingdom,  and  in  breach  of  the 
several  trusts  reposed  in  him  the  said  Esil; 
and  he  clicsaid  earl  of  Oxford  ondrarlMonimer 
was  lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  and 
one  of  her  m^esty's  privy  council,  during  the 
time  tiiaC  all  and  every  the  crimes  before  set 
forth  were  done  and  comtniited:  for  which 
matters  and  tliiugs,  the  kniuhis,  citizeus  and 
burgesses,  of  the  Mouse  uf  Commons,  in  par* 
lianient  assembled,  do,  in  the  name  of  tiium- 
selves  and  of  all  the  Commonsof  Great  Britain, 
iiopeuch  the  siiid  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  aod 
earl  Mortimer  of  high  treason,  and  uihtr  high 
•rimes  and  misdemeanois  in  the  said  articles 

" u\ud  tlic.  said  Commons,  by  protestation, 
saving  to  themselves  the  liberty  ofexhihitia^,ut 
any  titu>  oerciifter,  anv  other  accusations  or 
inipearhnieuts against  tLu  said. curl,  and  alsoof 
replying  ui  the  answers  which  die  saiu  Hubert 
earl  of  Oxurd,  and  enrl  Mnrtiiuet  sliall  make 
tu  the  premises,  or  uny  uf  them,  or  to  any  bit 
peachn>ent  or  accussiiun  that  shuli  be  by  them 
exhibited  accordnig  to  tke  cuune  and  prn- 
ceeitiogs  of  parlmmcut;  do  pray,  that  the 
said  Ruben  enrl  »f  Oxford  and  tarl  Mur- 
timer  be  put  to  answer  all  «”d  every  the  pre- 
mises; and  tiai  sui.ii  prucuediugs,  extumna- 
tioni,  iriajh,''‘ibd'  jsdga»ae,i'jMf 
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them,  and  every  of  them,  had  and  used,  a» 

^ shall  be  agreeable  lo  law  and  justice;  and  ^ey 
. do  further  pray  and  demand,  that  the  said 
; Hubert  carl  of  Oxfiird  arid  earl  Mortimer  may 
be  si'qui  stcred  from  partiiiroeni,  and  forthvrith 
committed  to  safe  custody.” 

Dtbele  oh  Hb  laid  Jrticlei.'j  The  lord 
Cnniausuy  having  left  the  said  drtidei  with 
the  Lords,  and  being  withdrawn,  a motion  was 
made.  That  the  cnnsideraiioa  of  tiie  Articles 
of  Impesclimeiit  bo  sdjuurned  lo  the  Miiaday 
. following,  which  was  bacifed  by 

The  bisiinp  of  Rockfiter  (Dr.  Francis  Auer' 
bury)  who  urged,  That  this  accusation  was  of 
. so  extraordinaiy  a nature,  and  so  very  iropor* 
tno^  both  in' itself  anti  its  consequences,  that 
the  Bouse  ought  to  proceed  on  it  with  the  ut- 
most caution  aud  deliberation.  He  was  an- 
sn  reed  by 

The  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  said.  It  was  well 
known,  the  prelate  who  spoke  last,  had,  of 
late,  studied  mure  politics  than  divinity;  aud 
was  thoroughly  ucouaiuted  with  the  subject 
matter  of  the  Articles  that  lay  before  them  ; 
nad  therefore  Lis  grace  did  not  doubt,  but  hia 
lordship  was  now  as  ready  to  speak  lo  (hein, 
as  bccuuJd  over  be,ifhehadmore  citneio  con- 
sider of  tliein. 

After  debate  the  qucbtioa  for  adjourning  was 
put,  and  carried  in  die  negative,  by  86  voices 
Dgaiiisl  54 : thereupuD  the  Articles  uflmpaech- 
meot  were  read.  Then  a niution  was  made, 
Tliat  the  .fudgee  be  consulted ; that  the  Uuose 
night  he  satisfied,  wliecher  the  charge  coniuin- 
ed  ki  the  said  Articles  nmnuoted  to  Ireasou  I 
Tne  lords  Trevur  Burl  Ilutcoort,  the  dukes  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Leeds,  euri  Puwlet,  the  lord 
North  cud  Grey,  the  bisl.up  of  Kochesii-r,  and 
some  other  peersof  the  sumo  side,  were  for  con- • 
stilling  the  judges;  but  (lielord-cbuncellor,  the 
dukes  of  Argyle  and  Montrose,  tlie  earls  of 
Notnngbatn,  Sunderland,  Dorset,  and  Hay  ; 
the  lord  viscount  Tonnslieud,  and  some  oilier 
lords,  spoke  against  it.  Tlie  lord  Trevor  having 
gone  so  far,  ns  to  declare  his  opinion,  That 
none  of  the  nrticles  amounted  to  highkireason, 
be  was  an-rwered  by  the  lord  Cowper,  who 
shewed  tho  contrary,  and  challenged  ^1  the 
lonyers  in  England  lu  disprove  his  a^uments. 
The  Ollier  side  still  insisting  on  consulting  the 
judges,  ihc  earl  uf  Nottin^iim  represeul^  to 
liioui,  Tliat  instead  of  levouring  thereby  the 
noble  peison,  who  had  the  misfortune  lo  be 
impesched,  as  undoubtedly  tlicy  meant  it,  they 
Blight,  nil  the  contrary,  do  him  a great  prtju- 
dice.  For  if,  upon  consulting  the  judgea,  they 
declared  the  charge  to  emuuut  to  iretison,  he 
would  stand  prejudged,  before  he  was  brouglit 
to  Ills  trfal.  After  soioe  other  speeches,  the 
negative  was  earned  by  34  voices  against  SS. 

TAe  Earl  of  Oiford'i  Specfh  in  his  agn  de- 
fence.] It  WHS  tlien  moved,  That  the  earl  of 
Oxiura  be  committed  to  safe  custody  in  tb« 
Towee,  which  occosioued  another  debate. 
iJertOppBy-  I .r>'  l.’i,:  - ' -c 
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The  Earl  of  Oxford  (Cood  up,  and  spoke  in 
his  own  defence  as  follows: 

“Milords;  Itia  a very  great  misfortune 
for  any  mao  to  fall  under  the  displeasure  of  so 
great  and  powerful  a body  as  the  Conimons  of 
Great  Britain : And  this  mistortune  is  the 
heavier  umd  me,  because  I had  the  honour  to 
be  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  late  ministry,  and 
must  now,  it  seems,  be  made  accountable  fur 
all  the  measures  that  were  then  pursued.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a very  great  comfort  to 
me  under  this  misfortune,  chat  1 have  the  ho- 
nour to  be  a member  of  this  august  assembly : 
Ad  assembly  which  always  squares  their  pro- 
ceedings and  judgments  by  tjie  rules  of  honour, 
justice,  and  cquityi  aorl  is  not  to  be  biassed 
by  a spirit  of  party. 

“ ^iy  lords;  I could  say  a great  deal  to  clear 
myself  of  the  charge  which  is  brought  against 
me;  But  as  I now  labour  uoder  an  indisposi- 
tion of  body,  besides  the  &tigue  of  this  long 
sitting,  I shiul  coutmet  what  I have  to  say  in  a 
narrow  compass.  This  whole  accusation  may, 
it  seems,  be  reduced  to  the  negocietion  and 
conclusion  of  the  peace:  That  the  nation  | 
wanted  a peace,  no  body  will  deny;  and,  I : 
hope,  it  will  be  as  easily  made  out,  that  the  | 
conditions  of  this  peace  are  as  good  as  could  j 
be  expected,  considering  the  circumstances  I 
whereiu  it  was  made,  and  the  backwardness  I 
and  reluctnncy  a'bicb  soma  of  the  allies  shewed  . 
to  come  into  the  Queen’s  raeasores.  This  is 
certain,  that  (his  pence,  as  lad  as  it  is  now  re- 

[tresented,  was  approved  by  two  successive  par- 
iametils.  It  is,  indeed,  suggested  against  (his 
peace,  that  it  was  a separate  one : But  I hope, 
my  lords,  it  will  he  made  appear,  that  it  was 
geoeral ; and  that  it  was  France,  and  not  Great 
Britain,  that  made  the  first  steps  Cowards  a nc- 
gniiatiOD.  And,  my  lords,  I will  be  bold  to 
say,  that  during  my  whole  administratioD,  the 
sovereigu  upoo  tlie  tliroue  was  loved  at  home, 
and  feared  abroad, 

“ As  to  the  business  of  Toumay,  which  is 
iBndo  a capital  chorge',  I con  safely  aver,  that  I 
liad  no  oiaoner  of  share  in  it ; aud  that  the 
same  was  wholly  transacted  by  that  unfortu- 
nate nuhicmuii  who  thought  fit  to  step  aside: 
But  I dare  say  in  bis  behalf,  that  if  this  chaige 
could  be  proved,  it  would  not  amount  to  trea- 
son. For  my  own  part,  os  I always  acted  by 
the  inxnedinle  directions  and  commands  of  the 
late  queen,  and  never  ofiended  against  any 
known  law,  I am  Justified  in  my  own  con- 
science, and  uiicoucertied  fur  the  life  of  on  in- 
significant old  man.  But  I cannot,  without 
the  highest  ingmtitu'le,  be  unconcerned  for  the 
host  of  queens : A queen  who  heaped  upon  me 
honours  and  prefcrmcncs,  tboogh  1 never  asked 
for  them  ; and  therefore  I think  myself  under 
an  obligation  to  vindicate  Iter  memory,  und  the 
measures  site  pursuei^  with  my  dying  breath. 

“ iiy  lords;  If  ministers  of  state,  acting  by 
Uie  inuMdiate  commands  of  their  sovereign, 
are  afterwards  to  be  made  accountable  for  their 
IMoeeedingi,  it  may,  one  day  or  nlber,  be  the 
COM  of  ail 


bly  : I de  not  doubt,  therefore,  that  out  of  re- 
gard to  yourselves,  your  lordships  will  give  me 
an  equitable  hearing;  and  1 hope  tiuit,  in  the 

froseculion  of  this  inquiry,  it  will  appear,  that 
have  merited  not  only  the  induigenct^  but 
Ukewise  tbe  favour-of  the  guvcrnmeiit. 

“ My  lords;  I am  now  to  lake  my  leave  of 
your  lordships,  and  of  thb  honourable  Hoose, 
perhaps  for  ever!  1 shall  lay  down  my  life  with 
pleasure,  in  a cause  favoured  by  mv  late  dear 
royal  mistress.  And  when  I consitler  that  I 
am  to  be  judged  by  the  justice,  honour,  and  vir- 
tue of  my  peers,  I shall  acquiesce,  and  retire 
with  great  content:  Aud,  my  lords,  God’s  will 
■ be  done." 

Before  the  qaestiqn  for  committing  the  earl 
of  Oxford  to  safe  custody  was  pui,  the  duke  of 
: Slirewsbury  acquainted  the  Ilouse,  Tbnt  the 
said  Ear]  was,  at  presriit,  very  much  indisposed 
with  tbe  gravel ; and  therefore  Ite  hopm  tbe 
Ilouse  would  not  immediately  send  bim  to  the 
Tower,  but  suffer  bim  to  be,  for  two  or  three 
days,  under  tbe  custody  of  tbe  Black  Rod  at 
his  own  house,  where  he  might  have  the  at- 
teudance  and  a&sistance  of  his  relations  and 
servants : That  however  be  did  not  propose 
this  as  a ifiotion,  because  he  was  against  com- 
niittiog  bim  at  all,  bat  only  left  it  to  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  Ilouse.  Hisgmeewas  second- 
ed by  the  earl  JPoulet;  and  no  opposition  being 
offered,  the  earl  of  Oxford  withdrew,  leaving 
word  with  tbe  Usher  of  the  Black  llud,  that  he 
would  be  at  home.*  After  (his  the  question 
was  put.  That  the  said  Earl  be  committed  to 
safe  custody,  which  was  carried  in  thealSrma- 
tire,  by  8?  voices  against  50  ; and  so  the  House 
rose  about  a quarter  past  one  in  the  morning : 
when  tbe  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  went  to  the 
earl  of  Oxford’s  bouse,  cummunicated  to  bim 
' the  order  of  the  Douse  of  Peers  for  taking  bim 
I into  custody,  and  left  some  of  his  officers  for 
I that  purpose  in  bis  lordship’s  house.  Itwasob- 
I served,  (hat  of  twenty  bishops  who  nerelhat 
day  in  the  House,  six  ouly  were  for  the  earl  of 
Oxford,  vit.  The  archbishop  of  York,  and  the 
bishrms  of  London,  Rochester,  Bristol,  Chester, 
and  Durham, 

July  11.  The  Lords  ordered,  That  tbe  earl 
of  Oxfotd  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  their 
Hoose  the  next  inomiug,  in  order  to  be  seat  to 
the  Tower. 

Tht  Earl  of  Oifiird  voted  to  the  Toaer.J 
July  13.  The  earl  of  Oxford  »us,  according 
to  order,  brought  to  (he  hsr  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  having  received  a eopy  of  the 
Articlesof  Impeachment  against  him,  he  re- 
I presented  to  their  Inrdsbips,  “ Ihat  the  allest 
! men  in  tbe  natiou  had  been  many  weeks  in 
' drawing  up  those  loug  Articles  against  hiui : 

' and  therefore  be  lioped  tl«  Hmive  would  allow 
I him  a proportiouable  time  to  uirswer  ileiti.’* 


• “ When  tbe  earl  of  Oximd  wmt  htune,  lie 
was  attended  by  a mub  llml  cried  out,  ‘ IHgls- 
‘ Church,  Onoond,  and  Oafqrtl  for  ever;’  ** 

'■Ollldiiiiiu.'''"'’" 
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Hia  lontahip  took  that  occasion  to  return  their 
lurdsliips  hn  lienrt;  thanks  for  their  great  hu- 
manity in  not  sending  him  to  the  Tower  the 
Saturday  hefore ; ond  as  he  still  laboured 
Odder  the  same  indis)>osition  of  body,  he  lium- 
bly  desired  their  lordships  to  permit  him  to 
continue  some  ten  tinys  mure  at  tiis  own  house, 
■Oder  the  cuatiidy  of  the  black  rod.” 

Tba  EarlufOxiard  being  wiciidrawo  to  the 
black  rod  room,  tlie  Lords  resolved  to  allow  him 
a month  to  answer  the  Articles  oflmpeschnieot: 
and  as  to  his  last  request,  Dr.  Mead,  one  of 
his  lordship's  physicians,  being  consulted,  nnd 
having  made  an  athdavit,  “ I'hat  if  the  earl 
were  sent  to  the  Toner,  bis  life  nuuid  be 
in  danger:''  A motion  was  made,  “ That  he 
might  continue  in  his  house  till  the  Monday 
foUuiving  :''  but  this  was  opposed,  and  after 
debate  it  was  carried,  by  31  voices  against  55, 
tliat  be  should  be  carried  to  ibe  'Toirer  on 
Saturday  next,* 

In  this  day’s  debate,' 

The  Earl  of  .dn^/csrtf,  having  said,  “ That  it 
was  to  be  feared  tiKse  viuleat  measures  would 
make  the  sceptre  shake  in  the  king's  hands 
several  members  were  oiTeuded  at  this  sugges- 
tion, aud  some  cried,  “ tlie  Tower,”  and  others 
only  “ te  order.” 

The  Earl  of  Sutherland  standing  up,  said, 
“ He  trembled  with  indignation  tn  hear  such 
words  pronounced  in  that  noble  assembly  ; 
that  if  cliey  bad  been  spoke  any  wliere  else, 
be  would  call  the  person  that  spoke  them  to 
•n  account Qot  all  he  could  do  there  was 


*“  The  carl  of  Oxford  was  by  many  blamed 
fur  putting  oiT  his  going  to  the  Tower ; which 
they  said  did  nut  correspond  with  that  firmness 
be  bad  liitherto  shewn.  It  is  certain,  a:  he 
cauiL-in  hisowii  coach  to  the  House  of  Lords 
he  might  with  asinuch  ease  have  been  carried 
to  the  Tower  either  by  water,  nr  io  a sedan, 
and  have  had  there  the  same  attendance  of  his 
friends  and  physicians.  The  House  having  met 
on  Friday^  the  15lh  of  July,  (bey  adjourned  to 
Monday  lollowing,  tn  avoid,  ns  it  was  generally 
Burmisem,  any  fresh  motion,  which  the  earl  of 
Oxford’s  friends  might  make  for  deferring  his 
being  sent  to  the  Tower,  where  be  was  carried 
by  ibc  black  rod  on  the  day  appointed,  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  his  chariot, 
attended  by  two  hackney  conches,  in  which 
were  bis  lady,  his  son  the  lard  Harley,  and  some 
otlier  of  the  earl's  relatioas  and  servants. 
Though  these  three  coaches  went  from  bis 
house,  Dear  St.  James's  palace,  up  Sc.  James's 
street,  and  then  throngh  Piccadilly,  Gerard 
street,  Monmoutli  street,  and  Uol^oum,  with 
design  to  avoid  a crowd,  yet  were  they  at- 
tended by  a great  luauy  of  the  common  people, 
whose  nmubers  being  mucti  increased  m their 
return  from  the  Tower,  they  raised  a tumult  in 
tJie  streets,  with  their  cry  of  Uigh-church,  Or- 
mond, and  Oxford  for  ever,  upon  which  three 
or  four  of  (he  mutineers  were  by  the  consta- 
bles canieditcrche  raund-buo^-’^'  'Tdadak-:i -'t  < 


to  move  that  he  might  explain  himself.  He 
wassecoiided  by 

The  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  who  said,  “ That 
the  scepter  was  so  well  riviied  in  the  king’s 
hand,  that  iiisce-ad  nf shaking,  it  would  crush 
all  hts  majesty’s  enemies.”  The  earl  of  Berk- 
ley nnd  some  other  lords  backed  also  the  eaii 
olSutlieriaiid's  inntion  ; whereupon 

The  Earl  of  Anglaca  stood  up,  and  said, 
‘‘That  it  was  but  loo  manifeat,  by  the  riots 
that  were  dnily  committed  in  several  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  that  the  nation  in  general  was 
against  these  Impeachments;  that  fur  bis  own 
part,  ho  was  so  far  from  approving  those  tu- 
multuous assemblies  and  disorders,  that  lie 
rather  wished  a stop  might  speedily  be  put  to 
them,  by  exemplary  punishments  ; That  bs 
had  00  several  occasions,  given  sufficient  proofs 
ofbis  zeal  and  .affection  Ibr  the  Revolution  and 
the  Protestant  aoccessiun  ; that  wliac  he  had 
now  advanced,  was  the  result  of  the  same  zeal 
for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  bis  majesty's 
reign : however,  if  he  had  been  so  unhappy  as, 
by  any  unguarded  or  passionate  expression,  to 
give  olfence  to  chat  august  assembly,  be  was 
very  sorry  for  it.” 

Notwithstanding  this  apology,  some  mem- 
bers were  inclinea  to  have  his  lo^sbip  sent  to 
the  Tower,  but  tbe  very  words  he  had  spoken 
not  having  been  taken  down  in  writing,  tbs 
House  admitted  his  lordship’s  explanation  ; and 
so  that  matter  went  no  further.  It  is  observ- 
able  that  on  this  occasion,  besides  the  six 
bishops  before  mentioned,  those  of  Bath  nnd 
Wells,  andSt.  David’s,  voted  for  the  earl  of 
Oxford. 

Addreitof  the  Commons  resputing  the  Tu- 
mu/^5.*l  July  16.  The  Commons  unanimously 
resolved,  That  ao  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  majesty,  that  be  will  be  graciously  pjeas 
ed  to  give  directions  to  the  several  magistrate* 
throughout  the  kingdom,  That  the  taws  may  be 
put  in  a speedy  and  the  most  vigorous  execution 
against  all  such  persons,  who  shall  be  found 
any  way  concerned  in  the  late  rebellions  and 
tumultuous  riots  and  disorders  committed,  and 


• “ The  daybefore  the  earl  ofOxferd  was  sent 
to  die  Tower,  die  House  of  Commons  received 
informatiou  of  their  cuiniilcunus  proceedings  in 
ScaOiirdsbire,  where  several  lueeting-house* 
had  been  pulled  down  by  the  mob.  Upon  this 
the  Commons  unanimously  resolved  to  address 
the  king,  that  the  laws  might  be  put  in  aspeedy 
and  most  vigorous  execution  against  the  riot- 
ers, and  an  nccount  be  taken  of  such  justices, 
ns  failed  in  the  discharge  of  ibeir  duty  ; and 
that  Che  sulferers,  by  these  rints,  may  have  a 
fulicompensatian  for  their  damages,  which  they 
would  enable  his  majesty  to  make  good,  out 
of  the  next  aids  granted  by  parliament.  The 
king,  in  his  answer,  promised  an  immediate 
compliance  with  their  request,  and  hoped  by 
their  seasonable  assistance,  to  suppress  the 
spirit  of  reboHion,  and  establish  peace  and 
fprospwi^^  I TiadalUi;  - Mfiun  I'-ii 
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now  carrying  on,  in  sererai  parts  of  tbis  kiog- 
doin,  by  persons  disaffected  to  his  miijesty  and 
bis  goveruineni;  and  that  a strict  enguiry  be 
madu  who  are  the  promolers  aiul  nutiiors  of 
the  said  tumults  and  riotsjond  that  4>i  account 
may  be  takeo  of  such  justices  of  tlie  peace,  as 
have  foiled  in  tbe  discharge  of  llieir  duty  un 
these  occasions;  and  that  Bucbjustices.who  shall 
appear  to  bis  majesty  to  bare  neglected  their 
dnty,  be  forthwith  put  out  of  the  cotamissious 
of  the  peace ; and  that  such  other  magistrates, 
as  shall  appear  likewise  to  have  neglected  their 
doty  therein,  may  be  proceeded  against  with 
tlientmost  rigour  of  the  law  : aud  tliac  his  ma- 
jesty will  likewise  be  pleased  to  direct,  that  an 
exactaccuunt  may  be  taken  of  thelosses  and 
damages,  which  bis  majesty’s  subjects  have 
sustained,  by  retson'of  these  tumultuous  and 
rebellious  proceedings;  and  that  the  sufferers 
may  liarehill  compensation  made  them  fur  their 
damages:  and  to  assure  his  majesty,  that  all 
snefa  expenses  as  his  majesty  shall  be  at  on  that 
accuunt, shall  be  made  good  lo'his  majesty 
out  of  the  next  aids  that  shall  be  afterwards 
granted  by  parliament:  and  also,  thnt  the 
laws  against  Papists  and  Nonjurors  may  be  ef- 
fectually put  in  execution. 

Ordered,  Thnt  a Committee  he  appoinK^  to 
draw  up  aa  Address,  upon  tbe  said  resolution. 

July  18,  Mr.  Solicitor  General  reported 
from  the  said  (psmmittee  tbe  following  Address, 
which  was  agreed  to  iim.  ron. 

Must  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  tbeCmnmons  in  parliamentossembled, 
being  highly  cuncerued  at  the  continued  en- 
deavours of  the  enemies  of  your  person  and 
government  to  diVlurb  tbe  tranquillity  and  hap- 
piness of  your  kingdoms,  and  to  deprive  your 
people  of  the  great  blessings  ibey  enjoy  under 
yonr  auspicious  reign  ; ancl  it  having  appeared 
to  US,  that,  by  the  encouragement,  and  tho 
false  and  traiterous  insinuations,  of  persons 
disaffected  to  your  title  and  government,  great 
numbers  of  your  poor  deluded  subjects  liave 
been  prevailed  upon,  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  to  assemble  together,  and,  iu  a tu- 
multuous and  rebellious  manner,  to  commit 
great  disorders,  and  do  great  injuries  (o  others 
of  their  fellow-subjects  and  fellow-protestanCs ; 
we  think  itouringispensable  duty,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  express  our  utmost  abhorrence  of  all 
such  traiterous  proceedings,  und  onr  highest 
resentment  against  tbe  authors  and  promolers 
ofthem;  and  to  renew  to  your  nmjesty  the 
hearty  and  vigorous  resolutions  of  your  faithful 
Cominous  to  support  your  majesty,  and  your 
guvemmeiit,  against  all  your  open  and  secret 
enemies ; and  to  contribute  the  utmost  in  our 
power  to  the  honour  and  safety  of  your  sacred 
petsoo,  and  tbe  quiet  and  secoricy  ofyourgo- 
i'ermnent: 

“ And  to  that  end,  we  crave  leave  most 
humbly  to  beseech  your  majesty,  'that  you  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  direcUnos  to  the 
several  magittvtte!ilh:$Bghp'at:Tylotjr':i^iti^aDi)i 
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that  tiie  laws  now  in  force  may  be  put  in  • 
speedy,  and  in  the  most  vigorous,  executina, 
agaiugt  all  such  persoos  as  aliall  be  found  any 
way  concerned  m tbe  rebellious  and  tumultn* 
ous  riots  aud  disorders  which  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  are  now  carrying  on,  by  persona 
disafteted  to  your  majesty,  and  your  govern- 
ment ; aud  that  n strict  inquiry  may  be  made 
to  discover  the  authors  and  promoters  of  tliem, 
so  as  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  punish- 

“ And  it  being  apparent,  that  tbe  neglect  or 
misbehaviourof  many  jostices  of  peace,  and 
other  magistrates,  have  given  great  encourage- 
ment to  tbe  said  disorders,  we  crave  leave,  in 
all  humility,  to  beseech  your  majesty,  that  an 
account  may  be  taken  of  sucli  justices  of  tba 
peace,  as  have  failed  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  on  these  occasions ; and  that  sucb  of  thens 
as  shall  appear  to  your  majesty  to  have 
lected  their  duty,  may  be  forthwith  put  out  of 
the  commissions  of  tlie  peace  ; and  that  such 
other  ruagiscrates,  as  shall  likewise  appear  to 
your  majesty  tohave  neglected  their  duty  there- 
in, may  be  proceeded  against  witli  the  utmost 
rigour  of  the, law. 

“ And  as  your  loyal  Cotomons  are  fully  as- 
sured, that,  by  the  wisdom  and  steadiness  of 
your  adminisiratinn,  the  sceptre  in  your  royal 
hand  will  soon  become  a terror  to  all  tliose, 
who,  by  open  ur  secret  practices,  shall  any 
way  abet  the  enemies  ofyourjjersoo  or  govvro- 
ment ; so,  from  our  most  dutiful  regard  to  your 
majesty,  and  in  justice  (o  those  of  your  sob- 
jecis,  who  for  their  zeal,  and  firm  adherence 
Co  your  majesty,  and  your  government,  Imre 
been  sufterers  in  tlie  said  tumulloous  and 
traiterous  disorders,  we  do  most  humbly  be- 
seech your  majesty ; that  you  will  be  most 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that  an 
exact  account  may  be  (ukeo  of  the  losses  and 
damages  which  any  of  your  subjects  have  sus- 
tained by  rCBsiin  of  .the  said  tumultuous  and 
rebellious  proceedings ; and  chat  the  sufferers 
may  bare  full  compensation  made  tiicm  for 
their  damages  ; your  faithful  Commons  most 
humbly  assuring  yourmajesty,  that  nil  expeocet 
which  shall  be  incurred  on  that  accuunt,  shall 
be  made  good  to  your  majesty  out  of  tbe  next 
aids  that  shall  be  allernards  granted  by  par- 
liament I 

« And,  for  the  security  of  your  sacred  per- 
son, and  die  quieting  tbe  minds  of  your  faithfol 
subjects,  nc  do  further  most  humbly  advise 
your  majesty,  that  you  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  orders,  (hat  the  luagiscrutea 
throughout  .the  kingdom,  in  (heir  several 
stations,  do  speedily  and  effectually  put  the 
lawa  in  execution  against  papists  and  non- 
jurors. " 

TAe  Kmg*i  Answer.)  To  this  Address,  his 
Majesty  gave  tbe  following  ansirer  : 

“ Gentlemen: 

“ I thank  you  heartily  for  your  address,  and 
the  many  marks  of  zeal  and  affeclion  wliich 
yoa«spaesr'li»r  and  tb* 
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•eturicj  of  the  kioRtloin.—  I will  give  imme- 
diate direction]  lor  iiyLtinp  in  exccuoon  the 
eereral  toaiteit  wlncli  ;un  so  juitijr  recum- 
meod  Co  me  ; And  us  I am  resulted  on  all 
occasions,  Co  fitllow  the  adriceufni;  Purlia- 
meut ; so  I hare  no  doubt,  but  ihut,  by  the 
btessiugof  Aliiiighiy  God,  and  yonrMaaonable 
aodrigaroog  assisuiice,!  shall  boon  be  ennbled 
effectually  lu  sii^}>teiis  chac  spirit  of  rebellion, 
wbicli  is  BO  industriouBly  funitnted  among  us, 
and  to  eseabliib  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  tny 
people.” 

2’Ae  King’*  Upeech  relating  to  an  Zncasion  by 
thePretinder."^  July  20.  The  king  came  to 
ebe  bouBe  of  peers  and  pussed  several  act*. 
Thealiis  majesty,  after  conferring  with  die  Lord 
Chancellor,  spake  as  follons : 

“ My  lords,  and  gentlemen  ; I bare  given 
diteccion  Cu  my  Lord  Chancellor,  to  declare  Co 
you,  in  my  name  and  wards,  a matter  I thfuk 
of  the  greatest  importance.’' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  spake  as  follows : 

“ I have  received  his  majesty’s  commands, 
to  deliver  toyou,  in  his  name,  cliis  his  majss- 
ty’s  speech,  now  put  into  my  hand  by  ma- 
jesty from  the  throne. 

“ My  lords,  and  gentlemen, 

“ The  seal  you  have  shewn  for  preserving 
the  peace  of  my  kingdoms,  ami  your  wisdom 
in  providing  so  good  a law  to  preveut  all  riot- 
ous and  tumultuous  proceeaings,  give  me 
great  satisTaction ; but  1 am  sorry  to  find, 
that  such  a spirit  of  rtbeiliun  has  discovered 
itself  as  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  but  these 
disorders  are  sec  on  foot  and  encoura^  by 
persons  diBslTected  to  my  government,  in  ex- 
pecution  of  being  support  (ram  abroad.— 
The  preservation  of  our  excellent  cunsticucion 
and  tbe  security  of  our  holy  religioi^  lias  been 
and  always  shall  be,  my  chief  care ; and  I 
cannot  question  but  yonr  concern  for  these  in- 
valuable blenings  is  so  great,  as  not  to  let  them 
be  etfposed  to  sucli  attempts,  as,  I have  certain 
advices,  are  preparing  by  the  Preiender  from 
abroad,  and  carrying  on  at  borne  by  a restless 
party  iu  bis  fovour, 

" Gentlemen  of  the'Hoase  ofComittODS ; 

" III  these  drcufflstances,  I think  n proper  to 
ask  your  assistance;  and  make  do  (loubt  but 
you  will  su  far  consult  your  own  security,  os 
not  to  leave  the  nation,  under  a rebellion  ac- 
tually b^un  at  hume,  and  threatened  with  an 
iavasioD  from  abroad,  in  a defenceless  condi- 
tion: And  I shall  look  upnu  the  provision  yoq 
shall  make  for  the  safety  of  my  people,  as  the 
best  mark  of  your  afiecuon  to  me.” 

The  Lords’  Address  thereon.^  His  majesto 
having  retired,  the  Lords  agreed  upon  the  fo^ 
lowing  address : 

“ Most  gracious  sovereign  ; We,  jrour  ma- 
jesty's most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  ret um  your  majesty  the  most  humble 
thanks  nf  this  Uonse,  for  your  majesty’s  most 
(raeiouf  ashiwKWi^.ifr^Mtiths  greoerwtwuiKtf  ■ 
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* our  excellent  coustitirtion,  and  die  secarity  of 

• our  iwly  religion,  lias  been,  and  always  shall  be 
‘ your  chief  care;'  and  for  eoinmunicatmg  to 
your  partiaroem  the  advices  from  ubroad,  of 
an  intended  invasion  of  tbeie  kingdoms,  cuuu- 
ceiianced  and  encouraged  by  insurrectioiis  here 
at  home,  fomented  and  stirred  up  by  the  aba- 
tors and  supporters  of  the  Pretender's  uiceiest. 
And  we  do  most  humblv  sssu/e  your  majesty, 
that  this  Honse  will  >tand  by  and  assist  yuuriiiu- 
jesiy,  at  (be  hazard  of  our  lives  aud  fortunes, 
in  support  and  defence  of  ynur  sacred  person, 
and  yuur  niiduufated  ri^ht  and  tiileto  the  crown 
in  defiance  of  all  your  open  and  secret  ene- 
mies.” 

The  King's  Ansreer.]  Tiie  said  Address 
being  the  nest  day  presented  to  the  king,  his 
majesty  g.ive  this  Answer: 

“ My  lords  ; 

“ I tbauk  yipu  for  the  zealous  aSection  yon 
express  towards  me,  and  tha  assurances  which 
yon  give  me  in  this  address ; and  you  may  de- 
peoaon  my  ponctually  making  good  all  those 
which  I bare  given  to  my  people,  ciihei'  ou  this 
or  any  former  occasion.” 

Address  oj  the  Cmmons.']  The  Commons 
being  returned  ttxthcir  House,  it  was  resolved, 
nen.  eon.  “That  an  humble  Address  be  piusenU 
edtohis  majesty,  to  return  the  most  ImmUe 
and  duiilul  tlutnk^of  tlus  House  to  his  mujesty, 
for  cominunicaclng  to  his  parliameot,  the  ad- 
vices he  has  received  of  an  aiicuipt  preparing  to 
be  made  upon  the  nation  from  abroad,  abetted 
and  encouraged  by  ircosuaable  practices  at 
home,  in  favour  of  a popish  Pretender : and  to 
assure  his  majesty,  that  this  Ilopse  will,  with 
tbeirlives  and  fottunes,  stand  by  and  support 
his  majesty  agabst  all  his  open  and  secret  ene- 
mies; and  to  desire  Ids  majesty,  that  be  will 
immediately  give  directions  for  fitting  out  such  a 
number  of  ships  os  may  efiectunl^  guard  the 
coasts,  and  to  issue  out  commissions  for  aug- 
menting his  forces  by  land  ; assuring  bis  ma- 
jesty, this  House  wUl,  without  loss  of  (:me,  ef- 
feetuuily  enable  hi,-u  lu  raise  and  maintaiu  sneh 
annmberof  fuice,,  butli  by  sea  nnd  laud, as 
shall  be  ncce^snry  lur  the  ilefeuce  of  his  sacred 
person,  and  for  die  security  of  his  kingdoms.” 

After  this  .Mr.  Frenaan  stood  up,  and  re- 
presented “ That  m M impiirtanl  a juncture, 
they  ought  to  lose  no  lime  >ii  drairing  up  au 
address  ; and  tl>erefoie,muvetl.  That  the  said 
resolution  be  forttpwhh  laid  before  Ins  Oiaiusty 
by  the  whule  House.”  He  was  soc.iaded  by 

The  lord  Cnermey,  whu  said,  It  was  well 
known  he  had,  on  mniiy  occiisious,  difTsted  from 
some  members  in  that  IlouM  ; hot  bane  uuw 
convinced  that  our  liberty,  icligtoo,  and  ml  that 
is  dear  to  Englishmen,  were  aimed  sc,  be  would 
(laying  hh  hand  on  his  sword)  rather  die  with 
his  sword  in  bis  hand,  ebnn  survive  the  Preteod- 
er's  coming  in,  though  he  were  to  enjoy  the  . 
greatest  hunopcs  and  preferments  under  him,’’ 

Mr.  Hampden  baring  likewise  backed  Mr. 
Freeman's  motion,  it  passed  into  a resolution, 
isa(IMA'3:u«amEi»y'frIO'w«  ordered 
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to  wait  on  tbe  king  to  know  his  majesty’s  plea- 
ture,  when  be  would  be  attended  by  tiie  House, 
having,  about  six  in  llie  evening,  reported,  that  ' 
his  majesty  had  been  pleased  to  appoint  untne-  , 
dialdy  at  his  palace  at  Sc.  Janies's.  i 

Tie  King’tAitsaxr.']  The  House  went  thi- 
ther, wicb  their  speaker,  and  laid  before  his 
majesty  the  said  resolution,  to  which  the  king 
was  pleased  to  return  the  folluwmg  nnswer. 

*'  Geoilemen  ; I thank  you  liennily  fur  this 
Address.  The  real  and  vigour  which  youshew 
upon  this  occasion,  will,  I trust  in  God,  enable 
me  to  defeat  (be  evil  designs  uf  our  enemies.  I 
will  immediately  givedirectinnsfor  such  nn  in- 
crease of our  forces,  by  sea  oiid  land,  ns  1 shall 
judge  necessary  fur  your  security ; aod  will 
order  estimates  of  the  charge  thereof  to  be  laid 
before  joct.” 

Addresi  to  lie  King,  to  allaic  the  Officert  on 
po.V-]  July  26,  Mr.  iJo6crf  WaL- 
pett  Couk  notice,  “ of  the  measures  the  king  had 
taiteo,  pursuant  to  the  desire  and  advice  of 
that  House,  to  secure  liis  dominions;  but  repre- 
sented, ebat  in  case  of  an  invasion,  the  standing 
troops  and  new  levies  would  hardly  be  suffici- 
ent : and  as  he  ihoi^ht  it  necessary,  so  he 
moved,  tliui  ihe  officers  in  half-pay  sliouhl  he 
put  iu  a capacity  to  serve  (he  nation, by  allow- 
ing then}  full  pay.”  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  se- 
conded Mr.  Walpole's  moiinn;  and  general 
Itoss  only  having  made  a slightobjoclinn  toil, 
suggesting,  that,  to  save  cxpeoces,  the  standing 
regiments  might  be  augmented,  it  was  resolved, 
*'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesiy,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
allow  foil  pay,  to  sucb  half-pay  officers  as  were 
nut  oclierwise  provided  for;  and  that  bis  ma- 
jesty would  gtvc  orders  to  the  said  officers  to 
hold  themselves  in  readint-ss,  to  be  employed  in 
such  manner  as  his  majesty  shuold  think  lit; 
and  to  assure  his  majesty,  chat  this  House  will 
supply  such  ex'raordinary  expence  us  bis  ma- 
jesty should  be  at  on  this  acciiuot,  out  of  Che 
next  aids  to  be  afterwards  granted  by  parlia- 

This  Address  being  the  same  day  presented 
to  the  king,  his  majesty  was  pleused  to  say,  . 
“ That  he  looked  upon  it  as  a fresh  instance  of  | 
the  duty  and  aflectHin  of  this  House,  and  ofj 
their  zeal  for  the  secnriiy  and  preservation  ofbis ' 
people  and  gocerument.’' 

Furtber  Articles  of  Ihpeacbmekt 

ROAIBST  THE  EaTSL  OF  OXTORD  AMD  EaBL 

Mortimer.)  JulySO.  Mr.It.  Walpole  report- 
ed from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  That  they 
had  directed  him  to  exhibit  Cartber  Articlesuf| 
impeachment  of  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ours against  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  which  he  reatl  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  thern  id  at  the  mbte,  where 
they  were  read  : and  a molion  being  made  and 
the  question  put,  tliallhefsrther  consideration 
ofihe  said  Articles  be  adjourned  till  theTues- 
wy  following,  it  passed  in  ibe  negative.  After 

Vo  " 


agreed  Cu  by  the  House ; who  ordered.  That  cue 
siiid  Articles  be  engrossed;  siid,  tbuc  a clnuMi  lie 
prepared  for  saving  liberty  to  the  Cumimms  tu 
exhibit  nny  farther  articles  asaiiist  the  said  Ro- 
bert earl  ofOxford  and  earl  Mortimer. 

August  2.  The  engrossed  farther  Articles  of 
Impeachment  against  Knberl  earl  ofOxford  and 
earl  Moitiiner  were  read ; after  wideb  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  lord  Couiupby  do  carry  those 
Articles  also  to  die  Lords ; which  his  lordship 
did  iiiimediately.  The  said  farther  Articles  ore 
as  follow : 

Further  AR'nCLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT 
of  high  Crimes  and  Mis-icmeaiiori  against 
ROBERT  Earl  of  OXEOiiD  and  Eatl 
MORTIMER. 

Article  I. 

“ That  whereas,  in  or  about  the  month  of 
January  in  die  year  1710-11,  a dangernusand 
destructive  Expedition  bad  been  projected  and 
set  on  foot,  under  the  pretence  of  umkiiig  a 
conquest  ott  the  possessionsof  the  French  king 
in  North  America  ; but  with  a teal  design  to 
promnte  his  interesis,  by  weakening  the  con- 
federate army  in  Flanders,  and  dissipating  die 
naval  force  of  this  kingdom ; as  well  as  fur  the 
sake  of  the  private  interest  and  corrupt  gain  of 
the  promoters  of  the  said  expedidon  ; he  the 
said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  carl  Mortimer, 
being  then  ooe  of  her  late  majesty's  privy 
couacU  and  oae  of  the  coinmissiooers  of  her 
majesty’s  treasury,  was  not  only  wanting  in  his 
duty  to  her  late  majesty,  by  vrilfullv  end  in- 
dustriously ab‘eming  from  the  meetings  of  other 
persons  then  in  liigli  trust  under  her  majesty, 
wherein  tbe  said  Expedition  was  concerted ; 
and,  by  not  advising  her  majisty  against,  and 
doing  nliiE  in  him  lay  to  have  prevented,  the 
putting  tbe  same  iu  execution ; but  did,  con« 
trary  to  bis  oath  and  the  high  trust  then  re- 
posed in  him,  advise  her  majesty  to  consent  to 
the  making  an  expedition  for  ihe  conquering 
Canada,  and  the  city  of  Quebec,  on  the  river 
ofSc.  Laurence,  iu  North  America  : and,  iii 
execution  of  his  said  evil  councils,  he  did  fur- 
ther advise  her  majesty  to  give  orders  for  de- 
taching several  iiaitidions  ofihe  forces  ihea 
io  the  service  of  her  majesty  in  conjuno- 
lion  with  iier  allies  in  Flanders,  and  to  send 
the  same,  with  a large  squadron  of  men  of 
war,  on  the  said  enterprize ; although  the  said 
Robertearlof  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  well 
knew,  lliat  the  said  project  or  expedition,  hav- 
ing been  frequently  deliberated  on,  and  ma- 
turely considered  a short  time  before  in  a 
committee  of  council,  was  then  laid  aside  as 
dangerous  and  impracticable : and  a demand 
being  made,  at  tbe  treasury,  on  or  abuutclie 
months  of  May  aud  Jiioe  IT  11,  for  the  sum  of 
98,000f.  or  thereabouts,  on  pretence  of  arms 
and  merchandizes  said  to  be  sent  on  tlte  said 
^becc  earl 
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of  Oxfurd  ftnd  earl  Mortimer,  beinc  tlien  lord 
liipli  treasurer  of  Great  Hrilain  anu  one  of  her 
mujwijt's  prWj-couiieil,  tliougli  Itc  well  knmv, 
or  liad  rcMOo  to  suspect,  that  the  same  was  an 
onjust  and  exorhitant  denianr!,  and  a great 
abutc  on  her  m'.ijestynnd  tlie  public,  aud  such 
ns  ought  not  to  have  been  complied  with,  was 
not  only  wanting  in  hUdolj  to  her  majesty,  in 
not  giving  his  humble  advice  against  the  said 
demand,  or  at  least  in  not  reprcsciuing  to  lier 
the  ground  ofsiich  his  suspicion ; but  did,  con- 
trary to  his  oath  and  Ilia  duty,  advise  her  ma- 
jesty, that  [he  said  sum  should  be  issued  and 
paid,  and  did  nccnrdinalv  counteisigna  wur- 
rant  to  the  paymaster  «(  her  majesty’s  forces 
for  the  payment  uf  the  same ; pursuant 
to  which,  the  same  wet  issued  and  received  ; 
and,  ill  fuillirrriiilation  nf  bis  oath,  hisduty, 
and  trust,  and  with  the  must  corrupt  design  to 
prevent  the  justice  due  to  her  maicsiy  and  the 
(muon,  he  tlie  said  Uoherc  earl  uf  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  being  then  lord  high  treasurer 
of  Great  Britniti,  and  eseicising  n most  un* 
oxampled  arbitrary  power,  uot  only  in  her  ni»- 
jesty's  private  councils,  but  gxteiiding  his  evil 
influences  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation, 
ader  the  said  expedition  hnd  proved  unsuccess- 
ful, and  ithaci  Ima  discovered  to  him  the  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  nnd  earl  Mortimer  that 
the  iiatioD  had  been  clieated  of  above  20,0001. 
on  that  account,  did  most  ungratefully  ami 
corruptly  emjiloy  his  wicked  aits,  anH  the 
credit  wliich  lie  had  gained  by  his  many  false 
and  crafty  iosinnatious  and  practices,  cu  keep 
the  House  of  Commons  from  esamiiiing  that 
afliiir ; and,  in  or  about  tbu  month  of  Augott 
1714,  in  a letter  or  memorial,  under  bis  uwu 
band,  to  her  late  majesty,  lie-did  presume,  nut 
only  to  insinuate  the  ill  opinion  he  therein  pre- 
tended always  to  have  hod  of  the  said  expedi- 
tion, but  did  declare  the  suspicions  he  hnd  of 
the  great  injury  and  abuse  done  to  hm'  ma- 

Snnd  tlie  public,  in  the  dcoiand  uf  the 
26,000f.,  even  at  the  time  when  the  same 
Was  mode,  and  (hat  the  public  had  been 
cheated  of  above  20,000/.  on  dwi  account ; 
mid,  in  the  said  memorial,  did  presume  fnrtiier 
to  dedare  to  her  mojesty,  ‘ iliathe  wb$ 

' forced  to  use  all  his  ikiil  and  credit,  to  keep 
' the  House  of  Cummoiis  Imm  examining  that 
‘ aflair  the  Inst  parliameat;'  thereby  vainly, 
but  most  wickedly,  recommending  himself  to 
the  continuance  of  her  majes^’s  favour,  by 
the  success  of  his  most  profligate  measnres. 
By  all  which  unparalleled  corruptums  smd 
most  dangerous  counsels  and  practices  of  him 
the  said  Uoheri  earl  of  Oxford  uml  enrl  Mor- 
timer, the  good  and' faithful  allies  of  her  ma- 
jesty were  deprived  of  tbe  aid  of  her  majesty's 
troops,  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  their 
couventions;  aail  tlie  confedcTate  army  in 
Flanders  ivas  greatly  dimmiihed,  to  tbe  ajipa- 
rent  advantage  of  the  common  enemy ; the 
public  money  gmntcd  by  parliament  for  re- 
ducing the  power  of  Fmnce,  and  wbicli  was 
expressly  appropriated  for  other  speciul  ser- 
vices. 
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and  embezzled,  and  a heavy  debt  incurred  on 
the  nation;  not  onfy  sitting  the  parliament, 
bot  even  in  contrmpt  and  defiance  of  a re- 
preseniacinn  made  by  the  House  of  Comraona 
to  the  throne,  even  whilst  the  said  expedition 
was  concerting ; and  whereby  the  highest' in- 
justice was  done,  in  suppressing  no  inquiry  so 
'ust  to  her  Majesty  and  her  people;  aud  a 
asting  reproach  and  scandal  brought  un  that 
House  of  Commons  ; uf  uiiich  he'  boasts,  ns 
having  been  wrought  on,  by  his  corrupt  influ- 
ence, not  to  examme  into  60  high  aodscan- 
daiuus  on  abuse. 

ABiteiE  U. 

“ Tliat  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Murtimer,  not  contented  with  the  high 
employments  and  jilaccs  of  hnnonr  and  profit 
bestowed  on  him  by  her  late  miijesty,  cor  with 
the  large  and  excessive  gains  by  him  made  by 
(he  incomes  and  profits  of  the  said  employ- 
ments, on  or  about  tbe  month  of  Octobt-r  1711, 
whilst  the  notion  was  engaged  in  a most  ex- 
pensive war  sgainst  France  and  Spain  for  pre- 
serving the  liberties  oT  Europe,  and  greatly 
exhausted  with  (be  supplies  and  taxes  for 
currying  on  tbe  same,  nud  was  under  such 
heavy  debts  as  were  impnssiblc  to  be  satisfied 
niiliuut  the  utmost  frug^ity,  or  tayieg  grievbns 
taxes  on  the  Coinuions  of  Great  ISritain  con- 
trury  to  hh  ouih  and  his  high  trust,  and  making 
a must  disboiiuunible  and  ungrateful  nse  of  the* 
ready  access  be  had  to  her  late  majesty,  did 
prevail  on  and  advise  her  majesiy  to  sign  a 
warrant  to  birossif,  being  tlian  lord  high  trea- 
surer ofGreat  Brhniii,fur  die issning and  payment 
of  the  sum  of  13,000/.  to  John  Drummond,  esq. 
or  bis  assigns,  fur  such  special  services, relating 
to  the  war,  as  her  majesty  had  directed ; and 
the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  nnd  earl  Morti- 
mer, on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  November 
followiog,  in  pursnancs  of  the  said  warrant 
under  hn  migesCy’s  s^n  manual;  did  sign  a 
warrant  for  (lie  payment  of  tbe  said  13,CWZ. 
fiir  such  special  st^ices  of  tbe  war  as  her 
isnjesty  had  directed,  alchongb  no  special  ser- 
vices hnd  been,  or  were  at  nny  time  afterwards, 
directed  by  her  majesty,  to  which  tlie  said 
monies  were  to  be  applied ; and  Ibc  said 
earl  of  Oxibrd  nod  earl  Mortimer  having  pri- 
vately desired  leave  of  the  said  Drummoncl  to 
strike  some  tin  tallies  in  his  the  said  Drnin- 
mond’s  name,  lie  did,  pursuant  thereto,  direcc 
that  oriliHS,  amounting  to  tbe  sum  of  13,000/. 
should  be  charged  in  the  register  of  the  ex- 
chequer, nu  monies  nrking  by  sale  of  tin,  io  the 
iiameuftliesaid  John  Drummond;  and  ihougli 
ibesameuere  accordingly  struck,  in  tiicnnineof 
the  Slid  Drummoud,  iu  or  about  the  muntb  of 
November  17 11,  they  were  not  delivered  out  to 
the  sail!  Dnimaiimd,  but  weru  kept  in  die  trea- 
sury chamber,  or  eisewbere  in  the  power  or 
custody  of  the  said  earl,  till  about  the  end  of 
January  fulkiwing;  when  the  said  Drummond 
having  occasion,  as  the  said  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford  and  eeri  Mortimer  well  knew,  to  go 
. toi|  Bt  ap4  .fjtquest  of  thi 
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ftsid  earl,  lie  «ndarBecl  bil  iiame  on  the  said  ' 
orien;  and  die  auva  neie  icJc  bj  his  privic;, 
dircctioD  or  coatent,  in  the  hands  of  Aloste 
Juhn  Taylor  • clerk  of  ihe  treasury}  and  the 
said  Aouic  earl  of  Oxford  and  carl  hloriitoeri 
liariiig  aTtcrwards  gut  possession  of  die  said 
orders,  did  in  or  about  llie  mooth  of  Juue 
ni'2,  send  ao  order,  in  writin}^  to  tba  said 
Master  Taylor,  10  licJiver  the  said  tallies  to  a 
eervanc  of  die  said  cerl,  which  nroa  done  Bt> 
cordiugly,  the  nmaendorsumeiiu  not  being  at 
that  time  hUed  up ; and  tlie  said  Robert  carl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  having  by  these 
corrupt  aod  scandalous  methods,  got  the  said 
tollies  and  orders  into  his  u'a'Q  bands,  did  alicr- 
sv'ords  GU  op  assignmeots  of  the;  said  orders  for 
13,0001.  part  of  the  said  13,0001.  to  himself 
and  t)^  rcmainiiig  part  to  sucli  other  persousas 
be  thought  Gt ; anil  did  afterwards,  in  or  about 
the  months  of  August,  October,  aod  Norem- 
her,  1713,  at  several  limes,  dispose  of  the  said 
orders  and  tallies  to  bis  own  private  use  and 
rvlvaotage;  and,  to  cover  the  said  scandalous 
enibexzlemeots,  be  the  s-nid  Robert  carl  of, 
Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  did  afterwards,  as 
be  pretends,  advise  and  prevail  on  her  majesty, 
on  or  about  the  14tli  ot  December,  1713,  to 
sign  a warrant  prepared  by  bimself,  ivherdn, 
nuer.the  recitals  ol  his  own  good,  Giiibful,  and 
acceptable  services  which  had  tended  to  the 
I <(uiet,  safety,  and  peusperity  of  tier  majesty 
and  her  reums,  thougli  accompanied  with 
I great  difficulties  on  himself  ami  hazards  to  him 
and  bis  family ; and  tliot  lier  majesty  was  re* 
solved  CO  bestow  upon  him  a sum  of  ready 
I mousy  t but  the  said  earl  represeniing  to  her 
' majesty^  uhat  tbearrears.then  due  to  her  ser- 
vants aud  tradesmen  werevery  great  nnd  press* 

I iog,  her  majesty  did  therufura  aj^ee  and  deter* 

I mine  that  he  should  have  to  his  own  use  the 
I said  several  sums,  amounting  to  13,0CH>1.  com* 

I prized  in  the  orders  aforcaaitJ;  it  was  directed, 

I that  the  said  Jolin  Drummond  should  assi^ 

the  said  orders,  and  the  wimie  right  auil  hene* 
£t  thereof,  to  the  said  carl  niiiT  his  assigns; 
nlcbough  the  said  earl  hod’privntsly  and  clao- 
I dncinely  procured  from  the  said  Drummond 
an  assignment  of  the  said  orders  near  two 

Jeors  before  the  said  wnrraut,  sod  had  fraudu* 
mtly  and  corruptly  disposed  and  converted 
them  to  his  own  use,  without  her  majesty's 
privity  or  consent,  some  time  before  her  ma* 
jesty  was  prevailed  on  to  sign  the  said  war* 
Rini:  and  tiiou^  Che  lost  mentioned  warrant, 
if  any  such  there  be,  was  not  communicated 
Co  the  said  Drummond  by  the  said  earl  during 
hermajesty's  bf;;  not  vrai  the  same  cooncer- 
signed,  nor  entered  in  tlie  treasury ; yet  he  the 
sajilUoberc  earl  of  Oxford  and  coil  Mortimer, 
even  oRer  bis  said  corruption  hod  been  disco- 
vered in  parliamenc,  did  prescune  without  the 
privity  of  the  said  Drununoud,  to  send  the 
■Old  warrant  to  the  cumtnissionete  nf  bis  ma- 
jeuy's  treasury,  desiring  that  tho  same  might 
then  have  been  entered  io  the  treasury;  but 
the  same  wns,  with  great  honour  and  justice, 
Kfused  (0  be  so  encer^ : irbich  mi^c  and 


1 7 1 5.— CfQJiWt  the  Earl  cf  Oj/ord.  [118 

scandalous  enrruption,  he  the  said  Robert  carl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  was  giiilty  of  tlie 
most  Botorious  breach  of  his  oath,  and  trust  as 
lord  h^h  treasurer  of  Great  Rritain,  uf  the 
highest  abuse  of  her  majesty’s  goodness,  and 
embezzlement  of  her  treasure,  and  of  the 
greatest  injustice  and  oppression  uf  other  her 
majesty’s  subjects. 

aeticlk  nr. 

“ That  whereas,  by  the  established  and 
hnown  laws  of  tliis  kmgJom,  the  allonances 
or  appointments  for  the  inaiutcuance  aud  sup- 
port ofambassadors,  envoys,  plenipotentiaries, 
nnd  other  public  oiioistcrs  of  the  crown  in 
foreign  courts,  onght  to  be  asccrtulncd  in  due 
form  of  law,  as  well  in  honour,  as  injustice  to 
ilie  imperial  crown  of  these  realms ; anil  where- 
as the  said  Robert  eorl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Moicimer,  io  or  about  Uie  moaih  of  July  or 
August  1713,  sent  Maiihew  Prior  esquire,  au 
iiutruineiu  and  creature  of  his  own,  into  France, 
for  the  carrying  on  his  separate  and  dangerous 
negotiations ; and  did  nflernards,  io  the  month 
of  November  1712,  by  liis  evil  counsels,  pre- 
vail on  her  late  majesty,  without  the  privity  of, 
or  any  commuuicatiou  widi,  her  allies,  to  send 
the  said  Matthew  Prior  as  her  majesty's  pleui- 
irateniiary  to  the  French  king,  with  iaatiito 
lioiis  tu  treat  aacl  conclude  matters  of  the  high- 
est importance  relating  to  the  general  negotia- 
tious  uf  peace ; hut  the  same  was  a treacherous 
and  wicked  cunirivaiicc  of  him  the  said  Robert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  for  the  more 
eOectual  carrying  on  and  promoting  his  private, 
separate,  and  riaagerous  practices,  with  tbe 
ministers  of  France,  aud  the  enemies  of  her 
majesty  and  her  kingdoms ; he  the  said  Robert 
eon  of  Oxford  and  earlMoiiimer,  not  regarding 
his  oath  or  his  high  trust,  or  tbe  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  did  most  corruptly  and  scandalously 
combine  with  the  said  Matthew  Prior,  for  the 
derraudingherm^Gsiyof  very  steatsums,  under 
tlie  cnlour  of  his  said  employiuints  in  France ; 
and,  to  that  end,  the  said  carl  did  contrive  that 
the  said  Prior  should  be  sent  into  France  wiih 
the  characier  afoccaaiil,  but  without  any  aeitled 
appointiociits  ur  allowances ; but,  in  the  stead 
and  lieu  thereof,  ho  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  earl  Mortimer  did  gke  the  said  Mat- 
thew Prior  an  unlimited  credit,  and  did  promise 
to  answer  and  pay  such  hiUs  os  the  snid  Prior 
should  draw  on  him  during  bis  residence  in 
France ; purananC  to  which  contrivaocc  and 
corrupt  a^eiueot,  he  the  said  MatUieir  Prior 
did,  between  the  27ih  of  August  in  the  year 
17J2(N.S.)andthe  lOihof  July  ITli,  or  there- 
abouts, at  several  times,  draw  mils  of  exchange, 
to  the  amount  of  12,3601.  or  therc-abouts,  on 
him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimai'i  which  he,  being  then  lord  hmb  trea- 
surer of  Great  Britain,  did  adiive  ana  prevail 
upon  her  majesty  to  siga  warrants  for  the  pay- 
ment of.  and  did  countersign  tbe  san)e,a!though 
the  said  Prior  was  no  way  endlled  to  any  such 
ailowai  ces  by  reason  of  his  said  employment, 
and  the  aane  ^^ily.  ^ceed.etl  the  ailowooc* 
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«ven  of  %n  sinbBtssdoror  the  crown  of  Great  > 
Snuin.  And  die  wid  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
aod  earl  Mortimer  did,  ia  (be  years  1713, 1713, 
and  1714,  nitliouc  any  coloor  of  auiborily,  liut 
for  tfie  further  promoting  bia  corrupt  and  wiched 
purposes,  prevail  on  and  advise  tier  imyesty  to 
Sign  warranii,  vrbicb  mere  countenigiied  hr 
himself,  ihr  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  5,S6o2. 
or  thereabouts,  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Harley 
esquire,  a near  relation  and  emisaary  of  him  the 
said  earl  of  Oxford  nod  earl  Mortimer,  out  of 
the  monies  appropriated  lo  the  use  of  her  ma- 
jesty's civil  list;  and  did,  in  like  mauner,  at 
several  times,  in  tlie  years  aforesaid,  most  ille- 
gally, Iraudulently,  and  corruptly,  issue  or  di- 
rect, or  advise  the  direction  and  payment,  of 
sevenil  other  large  sums  of  money,  to  o^er 
persons,  out  of  her  majesty’s  treasury;  by 
nliich  mostillegaland  scondatuus  management, 
he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer  has  introduced  a practice  highly  pre- 
judicial to,  and  utterly  incoosisteut  with,  the 
constitution  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  most 
pernicious  Conseqoence,  by  opening  a way  for 
the  must  dangerous  corruptions;  and  was  nut 
only  gnilty  of  a notorious  breach  of  bis  oath, 
but  enter^  into  the  most  base  and  scandalous 
combination  with  the  persons  aborementioned, 
and  others,  under  pretence  and  odnur  of  pro- 
moling  her  majesty's  service,  to  defraud  her 
majesty  of  the  public  money,  which  he  was  en- 
trusted with  tlie  management  of  for  the  support 
of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  aonii, 
Article  IV. 

" That  whereas  the  revenues  arhiiig  to  the 
crown  from  theberedicary  excisoand  post  office, 
or  some  parts  thereof,  were,  by  virtue  of  letters 
patents  of  the  late  king  Jumes  the  second, 
chaiged  with,  nod  made  liable  to,  certain  un- 
nuicies,  or  yearly  sums,  in  trust  for,  or-(o  the 
use  of,  Mary  the  consort  of  the  said  Ring  James 
the  second  ; but  the  said  revenues  were  after- 
words, by  several  acts  of  parliament,  granted 
and  settled  for  the  sopport  of  (be  royal  house- 
hold, and  of  the  bonoor  and  dignity  of  the 
crown,  or  for  other  public  uses,  without  any 
eaving  or  exception  of  the  said  lettm  pateots ; 
aud  whereas,  by  an  act  made  in  (he  twelfth  year 
of  her  late  majesty’s  reign,  the  sum  of  600,0001. 
was  granted  to  her  lute  majesty,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  divers  arrears  of  snlaries,  diet-mouies, 
and  other  allowances,  and  sundry  debts  for  pre- 
emptions, provisions,  and  other  causes,  vruch 
ban  beeu  then  incun^,  and  grown  due  to  her 
late  majesty’s  servaats,  tradesmen,  and  others, 
and  were  occasioned  by  seveial  extraordinary 
expeoces,  since  the  act  fur  the  better  support 
of  her  majesty's  household,  aod  of  the  honour 
aid  dignity  uf  the  crown ; and  the  said  sum  of 
500,000/.  was  expressly  appropriated  Co  the 
uses  aforementioned,  in  aid  of  tliesaidrevemies 
or  branches  which  were  nppoioted  for  the  sup- 
port of  tier  majesty's  household,  and  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown ; and  whereas, 
by  an  act  moJe  in  the  IStb  and  14(b  yean  of 
tux  late  U 


enacted,  “that  ftir  preventing traiierous  cor- 
respondence between  bis  maiesty'i  subjects  and 
(he  pretended  Prince  of  Wales  or  his  adherents, 
that  ifauy  of  the  subjects  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, Irooi  and  after  the  hiatday  of  March  1701, 
should,  withiu  this  realm  or  witbont,  bold,  en- 
tertain, or  keep,  any  imeiligence  or  corres- 
pondence, in  penun,  or  by  letters,  messages, 
or  othersise,  with  the  said  pretended  Prince 
of  Wales,  or  with  any  person  or  persuni  em- 
ployed by  him,  knowing  such  person  to  be 
so  employed,  or  should,  by  bill  of  exchange 
nr  otherwise,  remit  or  pay  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  for  the  use  or  service  of  the  said  pre- 
tended Prince  of  Wales,  keowing  such  ntoney 
to  be  for  such  use  or  service;  such  person  so 
offisuding,  being  lawfully  convicted,  should  be 
taken,  deemed,  and  adjudged,  to  be  guilty  of 
high  treason,  aud  shall  ss&r  and  forfeit  as  in 
cases  of  high  treason  ;”  he  die  suid  Robert  carl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  having,  by  the 
means  ofibe  said  Matthew  Prior,  held  a privnie 
aod  unlawful  correspondencewicli  the  said  con- 
sort of  tlie  late  king  James  S,  ibeu  re- 
siding in  France,  and  being  deteroiioed  secretly 
to  promote  us  for  ns  in  him  lay  the  interests  of 
the  Ptetenrler,  but  yet  contriving  u avoid  the 
said  penalty  of  high  treason;  mid  thesaid  con- 
sort of  his  late  majesty  king  Jumes  3 having 
empowered  Abbot  Gaultier,  a popish  priest 
aou  busy  emissary  between  Great  Srituio  and 
France  during  the  said  private  and  separate 
negotiations  of  peace,  and  who  was  particularly 
emrusted,  as  (be  common  agent  between  the 
ministers  uf  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  tran- 
saciing'lhc  most  secret  affairs  relating  to  the 
Pretender,  to  concert  with  (be  said  Robert  earl 
ofOxford  and  earl  Mortimer  the  settling  the 
payment  and  remittance  of  a very  great  yearly 
sum  oucof  her  mojesty's  treasure  into  Fraoce, 
under  colour  ond  pretence  of  the  said  letters 
patents;  and  the  said  Hobert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  (laring  held  frequent  clan- 
destine  conferences  with  the  said  Abbot  Gaul- 
tier, on  tlie  subject  aforesaid;  and  having,  by 
his  evil  counsels,  sacrificed  to  France  the  cam- 
mou  interests  ofEurope;  and  being  resolved, 
that  the  first  fhiits  of  the  peace  with  France 
should  be  an  offering,  made  by  bis  immediate 
procurement,  to  the  nearest  and  most  avowed 
adherent  of  Uie  Pretender,  though  at  the  great 
expence  oftUe  tionour  and  safety  ofher  majesty 
and  her  people;  did,  soon  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  with  France,  agree  and  undertake  to 
procure  the  payment  of  the  yearly  sum  of47,000/. 
and  upwards,  to,  or  to  the  use  of,  the  said  <»n- 
sort,  during  her  life;  and,  in  execution  of  bia 
said  purpose,  did  afterwards,  on  or  about  the 
SSd  ofDcceniber  1713,  being  then  lord  high 
treasurer  of  Great  Britain  aod  efhermajesty'a 
privy  council,  advise  her  late  tnajesty  to  sign  a 
warrant  to  himself,  in  the  words  or  to  tbs  effect 
following;  videlicet,  ‘'AsneR,  Wheressour 
late  royS  father  kiag  James  3,by  letters  pa- 
tents under  his  great  seat,  bearing  date  on  or 
about  the  28tb  day  of  August  1685,  did  grant 
. ^eory  earl  of 
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Feterboraw,  Sidorj  lord  Godotphin,  Boborc  ' 
Worden  eKiuirejand  sir  Edward  Herbert  kniftiic, 
(wbo  are  all  since  deceased),  dirers  annuities,  or 
Yearly  suras,  amuuDtiu{;  to  37,338/.  13t.  7d,  to 
bold  Co  tbem  and  their  heirs,  dudag  the  life  of 
tils  then  royal  coasorc  Mary  now  queen  dowa- 
ger, in  trust  for  her;  and,  by  other  letters  pa- 
C«U8,  bearing  date  on  nr  about  the  third  day 
of  December  IdUO,  did  also  grant  unto  the  said 
queenn  further  pemionoryearlysum  of  10,000/. 
to  hold  during  her  natural  life;  all  which  were 
made  payable  in  sncIi  manner  as  in  the  said  se- 
veral tellers  patents  it  cnore  fully  expressed  i 
our  will  and  pleasure  now  is,  and  nre  do  hereby 
direct,  anihoriae,  and  command,  tbnt  you  enuse 
payment  Co  be  made,  to  the  heirs  of  such  of 
tbesaid  trustees  as  ivas  the  longest  liver  of  tbem, 
ofsoDiucii  as,  since  the  95th  day  of  March 
last,  1713,  is  incurred  or  grown  due  on  the 
said  annuities  or  yearly  sums,  ftmouiuing  to 
37,338/.  13(.  7d.;  and  to  the  said  queen  dowa- 
ger, or  her  assigns,  of  so  much  as,  since  the 
said  35th  day  otMarch  lost,  is  incurred  or  grown 
due  on  the  said  annaiiy  of  10,OOOf.  according  to 
llie  purport  of  the  teeeml  grams  or  letters  pa- 
tents above  recited ; as  oIm  of  what  shall  here- 
after become  due  and  payable  upon  the  said  se- 
Teml  annuities,  quarterly,  during  the  life  of  Uie 
said  oueen  dowa^'er;  and  fur  so  doing,  this 
shall  be  your  warrant.  Given  at  oiir  court  at 
Windsor  Castle,  tlie  «3d  day  of  December, 
1713,  ill  Che  istli  year  of  our  reign.’'  And  did 
afterwards,  on  or  'about  Che  24th  of  December 
folliiwing,  sign  a warrauc  cn  the  auditor  of  the 
receipt  of  her  lanjcsiy's  exchequer,  requiring  him 
(0  malte  and  pass  debentures,  for  paying  to 
such  persdn  or  persons  as  is,  are,  or  sball  be, 
suihoiisod  to  receive  the  same,  the  sum  of 
9,333/.  St.  id. for  one  quarter,  incurred  upon 
Cbe  said  several  yearly  suras  therein  raenciooed, 
from  Lady-day  17 13  to  Midsummw  following  ; 
tad  appointed  the  same  to  be  saushed  out  of 
the  sum  of  500,000/.  approprinted  by  an  act 
passed  the  tlieo  last  session  of  parliament,  fur 
or  towards  payment,  of  such  debts  and  arrears 
at  were  therein  mentioned ; and  another  warrant 
to  the  said  auditor,  to  make  end  pass  debentures 
for  paying  to  the  said  queen,  or  to  lier  treosarer 
or  receiver,  the  sum  of  2, 5001.  for  one  quarter, 
incurred  on  the  said  pension  of  10,000/.  per  an- 
num, from  Lady-day  1713  to  Midsummer  then 
Inst  past;  and  appoinced  the  same  to  be  satis- 
fied out  the  sura  of  500,000/.  appropriated  by 
an  act  passed  the  then  last  session  of  parliament, 
furor  towards  pay meiitnf  such  debts  and  arrears 
as  were  therein  mentioned:  Andthesaid  Robert 
carl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  on  or  about 
the  30ib  ol  July  1714,  being  then  lord  high 
treasurer  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  ra^esty’s 
prity  council  having  corruptly  aod  deceitfully, 
m farther  violation  of  his  oath  and  his  high 
tnisi,  advised  her  late  majesty  to  sign  a warrant 
directing  the  payment  of  1,000/.  sterling  to 
Daiiiel  Arthur,  esquire,  for  tnouios  expended 
by  him  for  her  majesty’s  special  service;  and 
wsame  being  aocordiugly  issued,  and  received 
by  him  the  BslieiUtliijr^wtic^lsi'l-Bi^esQi'aii 
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treasure;  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer,  being  then  also  lord  high  trea- 
surer uf  Great  Britain,  did  give  private  nirection 
to  ibe  said  Arthur,  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  1,000/. 
to  tbesaid  Abbot  Gaultier,  orto  bis  use;  pur- 
sonne  conbich  direction,  the  said  Arthur  did 
pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  the  said  sam  of  1,000/. 
to  tbesaid  Abbot  Gaultier,  or  to  his  use;  where- 
by Che  said  Hubert  earl  of  Ox'urd  aud  earl  Mor- 
timer did  most  wickedly  betray  (he  honour  of 
her  late  majesty  and  the  imperial  crown  of  these 
realms,  in  advising  her.  under  colour  of  tbe  said 
leiters  patents,  and  without  the  advice  of  her 
council  or  her  parluunent,  to  direct  the  issuing  of 
the  revenue  provided  by  pailiauient  for  the  sup- 
port oftlie  honour  and  dignity  ofehecrown,  to  the 
use  andbeneBt  oithe  open  and  avowed  adherent 
of  the  Pretender ; nnd  did  not  only  defraud  her 
majesty  ofthesaid  sum  afl,000/. ; but  did  most 
arbitrarily,  illegally,  aud  corruptly,  advise  the 
einbeulement  ancT  misapplication  of  so  much 
of  Che  said  sum  of  500,000/.  in  contempr  and 
defiance  of  the  express  appropriation  of  an  act 
of  parliament. 

Abticlx  V. 

“ D»t  whereas,  by  the  ancient  and  undoubt- 
ed laws  of  this  kingdom,  no  person,  being  a na- 
tural born  subject  of  this  realm,'  or  willun  any 
of  the  dominions  tliereantu  belonging,  and 
having  committed  and  being  under  the  guilt  of 
high  treason,  ought  to  be  received  wichiu  this 
kingdom  as  a public  minister,  or  with  any 
character,  from  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or 
potentate;  and  whereas, some  time  in  tbe  year 
1713,  one  PairickLilesli,stiling  himself  as  com- 
monly known  by  tlie  name  of  sir  Pairick  Law- 
less, an  Irish  papist  (wbo  bad  served  with  tbe 
late  king  James  the  second  in  tbe  war  in  Ire- 
land, ngaiust  his  lace  majesty  king  William  the 
3,  of  ever  glorious  memory,  hnd  followed  the 
said  king  James  iuto  France,  and  continued  in 
tlie  most  open  and  avowed  maimer  in  his  ht- 
tercst  and  service,  and  in  rebellion  ageiusC  bis 
said  majesty  king  William,  and  had  bore  bigh 
commissions,  aud  had  been  iu  open  arms  against 
her  late  ranjesty  queen  Anne,  in  the  late  war 
iu  Spain)  did  come  into  this  kingdom,  and  pre- 
tended to  hare,  and  did  take  on  himself,  the 
character  ofa  minister,  sent  from  Philip  king 
of  Spain  to  her  late  majesty,  Co  treat  of  matters 
uf  the  greatest  iniporlance  to  the  honour  and 
safetyoflicrmajetty  and  her  kingdums;  and 
hnving  given  notice  of  the  same  to  Robert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  then  lord 
high  treasurer  of  Great  Britaio  and  of  her  ms- 
jescy’s  privy  council,  nnd  who  then  assumed  to 
himself  tbe  supreme  direction  in  her  majesty’s 
coundls;  be  tbe  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  was  not  only  w.-inling  in  his 
duty  to  her  majesty,  in  not  advising  her  majes- 

2 against  receiving  and  admitting  tbe 
lesh,  alias  Lawless,  in  tbe  quality  aforesaid; 
but  did,  together  witli  other  false  end  evil  conn- 
sellera,  advise  her  majesty  to  receive  and  ad- 
mit him  as  a miuister  from  bis  said  catholic 
tm^styjiiicdi  itkie  siMi^vLidulpiiesuise  Re- 
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queotly  to  tDMt,  coofer,  aod  negoiiaie,  (he 
tuattiiDpnrCntitairunortbe  nation,  with  the 
oiiiii  Lite^h  nluu  Jjitvlcu,  in  ihc  quditj  afore- 
seid;  and,  the  better  to  conceal  his  said  iUegal 
Olid  dangerous  inciisnres  froro  her  said  majesty, 
he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Slortimcr  tras  priry  to,  consenting,  and  sd> 
vising,  that  the  said  Lile^,  alias  Lawless,  should 
be  intrmluced  to  her  said  majesty,  ami  sliould 
be  received  and  created  by  her  ipinisters,  under 
the  false  and  diszuised  name  nf  don  Carlo 
Moro : and  ihe  House  of  Lords,  some  time  in 
the  lounth  of  April  17H,  having  notice  of  the 
said  dangerous  aiicmpc  of  ilie  said  Lilesh,  alias 
Lawless, <ui  or  about  iheninthoftbe  said  month 
mude  nil  humble  address  to  ber  majesty,  “ That 
she  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  her 
r^tl  proclamation,  comumnding  ail  proper 
officers  and  magistrates  to  innbe  diligent  search 
for,  and  (o  apprehend,  all  popish  priests,  and 
lu  put  the  laws  in  execatiou  against  them ; and 
likewise  to  inquire  after  and  apprehend,  all 
such  persons  lur  have  served  in  arms  against 
her  majesty, ortheirlateniajesciesking  William  ' 
and  queen  Alary,  and^nbo  were  then  within 
this  kingdom,  contrary  to  law,  to  the  end  that 
they  might  be  brought  tojuslict;"  which  her 
nieyesiy  was  graciously  pleased  to  return  an 
answer  to  the  raact  following ; videlicet,  < That 
' she  would  give  orders  pursuant  thereto;’  anda 
proclamation  did  accordingly  issue;  and  on 
tlie  said  nimb  day  of  April,  the  IIoosc  ofI,urds 
having  under  their  cousideration  what  further 
security  could  be  provided  for  strengthening  the 
Frotestaut  Socc^on  in  theHouseof  Hanover, 
came  to  the  foUuwing  resolution,  riddicet, 

' That  no  person  being  natural  born  subject  of 

* Great  Britain,  or  within  any  oftlie  dominions 

* thereunto  belungiug,and  who  having  traiicrous* 

‘ ly  served  against  her  majesty,  ought  to  be  rc- 
' ceived  as  a public  minister,  or  with  any  clia> 

' racier,  within  this  kingdom nocwichstaDdiog 
which,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  aod 
earl  Mortimer,  having  no  regard  to  the  safely 
of  her  majesty’s  person,  or  to  the  security  of  the 
Protestant  Succession,  and  setting  himself  in 
utter  de&aoce,  not  only  of  the  suid  advice  and 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Lords,  but  ofher 
mmeity’s  assurances  to  thacHousc  efParliatucnt 
and  of  her  royal  aotboiity  and  command  by  ber 
proclamation  under  the  great  seal,  instead  of 
doing  wimt  in  himlay  tohaveapprehendedand 
brought  or  causing  Uie  said  lilesh,  alias  Lawless, 
to  be  brought  to  justice,  did  afterwards,  on  or 
aboutthe  IStli  day  of  March  171i,nKistwicke(l- 
ly  and  treacherously  aitvise  her  mojesty  to  sign 
Q warrant,  directing  the  payment  of  1,000/. 
sterling  to  Daniel  Arthur  esquire,  fur  special 
services;  which  being  accordingly  issue/, and 
received  by  the  said  Arthnr,  he  the  said  earl  did 
privately  and  corruptly  direct  the  said  Arthur 
to  pM  the  same,  and  accordingly  the  said 
iOOOl.  was  paid  to  tlie  use  of  the  said  lilesh 
alias  Lawless;  and  tfic  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  did  at  otiier 
times,  in  a fictitious  and  scandalous  manner, 
direct  tlie  paymcQC  of  othu  coasidcrable  sums 


of  money  out  of  her  majesty's  treasure,  to  (ho 
uid  Lilesh,  alios  Lawless,  which  wore  acconl- 
ingly  paid  Cuhhn;  altiiough  it  was  nutoiioiu, 
that  the  said  lilesh,  alius  Lawless,  had  nut 
only  traitcrously  served  in  anus  against  her 
uutjesty,  but  had  been  the  minisicr  or  agent  of 
ihe  Pretender  iit  ilie  conn  of  Mndrid,  and  was 
under  strong  suspicions  of  being  sent  into  Lug' 
land,  tbougli  luiacr  the  pretences  ufores.'iid,  se> 
cretly  to  proiunce  tlic  interest  of  the  Pretender 
in  these  kingdoms:  by  all  wliich  corrupt  and 
evil  counsels,  he  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Ox- 
ford and  earl  Mortimer  did  most  basely  and 
ungratefully  expose  the  person  of  her  sacred 
majesty,  did  what  in  him  Iny  to  enervate 
and  render  ineOectual  the  udvice  of  parlia- 
ment, and  her  majesty's  most  solemn  decla- 
rations, in  a matKr  nf  the  nesrest  concern 
to  her  mojevty  nud  her  kinedoms ; and,  by 
couiiiemiuciog  ui  the  uiost  corrupt  and  scan- 
dalous raBiiucr  the  secret  emissaries  of  the  Pre- 
tender, did  greatly  encourage  bis  open  adhe- 
rents, to  tlie  appnveiit danger  oftlie  Proiestaoc 
Succession  to  the  imperial  crown  of  these. 

Article  VI. 

“ That  whereas  her  Js-'e  majesty  queen  Anne, 
after  several  unsuccessful  attempts,  iu  conjunc- 
tion with  her  allies,  to  csiablish  bis  preseal  im- 
perial majesty  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  being 
informed  ilini  tlie  people  ofCatalonia  were  in- 
clined to  cast  off  the  yoke  imposed  upon  them 
by  tlie  Preach,  acd  return  to  the  obedience  of 
the  house  of  Austria  ; and  her  majesty  being 
desirous  to  maintain  and  improve  that  good 
disposition  in  them,  and  to  iuduce  clicm  to  put 
the  same  speedily  in  execution ; did  send 
Mitford  Crow,  esq.  to  them,  with  necessary 
powers  and  instructious  Co  carry  on  so  great  a 
work,  fur  iheadv.'iutoge  of  her  service,  and  the 
good  of  the  common  cause,  and,  to  that  end, 
Co  treat  wiilithe  Catalans,  or  any  other  peo- 
ple of  Spain,  about  their  coming  into  the  in- 
terest of  King  Charles  Che  3d,  Ins  present  im- 
perial majesty,  and  joining  with  her  miyesty 
and  her  allies  against  the  common  euemy  : a'nd 
her  fiinjescy,  after  her  gracious  assurances  to 
assist  them  with  men  and  money,  was  pleased 
to  authorise  ber  said  minister  to  give  them  her 
utmost  assurances,  to  procure  the  establish- 
I meat  of  all  such  rights  and  immunities  as  they 
had  formerly  enjoyed  under  the  house  of  Aus- 
I tria;  and  that,  for  tlicir  further  satisfaction, 
she  had  sent  for  powers  from  king  Charles  the 
third,  for  confirming  ihe  same,  and  was  will- 
ing to  become  guanuuee  (hat  it  sliould  be 
done  : nevertheless,  on  this  expic^  condiCinn 
that  they  should  receive  the  said  king  Cliorles 
as  lawful  king  of  Spain,  and  acterly  renounce 
tlie  bouse  of  Bourbou ; and,  together  with  the 
said  Jostrociions,  her  majesty  was  pleased  to 
sign,  and  cause  Co  be  delivered  to  ber  said 
minister,  credential  letters,  to  the  nobility,ina- 
gistraces,  and  all  other  oilicers,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, of  CaCalouiA,  desiring  them  to  depend  on 
the^iromises  he  sbqnldiiiaite  tbemiuber  naiuej 
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and,  in  hrr  maJesCjf’s  in$(rucLions  to  the  earl  of 
I’ctcrboroagli  and  sir  Cloudwley  ShovcII,  in  or 
about  the  momh  of  May  1T05.  they  are  or- 
dered to  usctbeirutmost endeavours  to  induce 
theCataliins  to  join  nilh  them  in  llirir  under-  I 
taking;  and  to  assure  them  uflier  majesty's  ' 
support , and  to  proraiso  them  in  the  queen's 
name,  that  she  would  secure  them  a cuniirnia-  : 
tian  of  their  rights  and  privileges  from  tiie  | 
kingofSpain,  that  they  might  be  settled  ona  : 
lasting  foundation  to  them  and  chcir'posterity;  I 
and  in  case  persuasion  should  out  prevail,  and  I 
the  C'acalnos  should  not  make  a suitable  return  | 
in  those  kind  offers,  they  were  ordered  tej  annoy  , 
their  towns  on  ihd  const  of  Spain,  and  to  re- 
duce them  by  force  i nnd  in  conformity  to  these  | 
instructions,  a manifesto,*  or  declaration,  was 
preparer^  by  the  pjivity  and  adrice  of  Robert 
earl  ofOxfordhnd  earl  Mortimer,  then  one  of 
her  majesty’s  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and 
delivered  to  the  said  earl  of  Peterborough,  full, 
on  the  ODchand,  of  the  assurances  afore-men- 
tioned ; smd,  on  the  other  hand,  of  menaces  to 
them,  in  case  they  declined  her  majesty’s  over- 
tures ; which  manifesto  was  afterwards  pub- 
lished by  him  the  said  earl  of  Peterliorough  in 
Caiaiooia  : nnd  whereas  the  nobility,  clergy, 
and  the  whole  principality  of  Calaloiiia,  and 
the  iflliabitams  of  the  isle  of  Majorca,  relying 
OR  ihefarth  ofilinse  royal  assurances,  did  ut- 
terly abandon  the  House  of  Bonrhon,  and  ac- 
knowledged king  Charles  the  3d,  his  present 
imperial  m^esty,  for  their  lawful  sovereign,  anrl 
did  join  tbeirarms  with  those  of  her  majesty  and 
bur  allies,  against  the  didre  of  Aojnu  ; and  it 
baring  pleased  Almighty  God  so  far  to  liless 
her  majesty's  jiious  aud  gencrons  undertaking, 
asbymosteignalsuccesses,  in  ashorttime,  to 
deliver  the  principality  ofCatalnnia  from  the 
heavy  yoke  of  French  bondage;  and  great 
supplies  having  been  granted  by  parliament  for 
the  reducing  the  whole  kingdom  of  Spain  to 
the  obedience  of  the  house  of  Austria,  the 
arms  of  her  majesty  and  her  allies  were  attend- 
ed with  vast  successes,  having  twice  entered 
the  capital  city  of  iliac  kiugdom,  and  obtained 
many  other  signal  conquests,  to  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  the  comiuaii  cause ; nnd  througli  the 
whole  progress  thereof,  cho  bmvery  and  firm- 
OHS  of  the  Cntolafts  being  always  remarkable, 
thereby,  as  well  as  from  the  repeated  assurances 
given  to  them,  from  time  to  tiine.In  her  ma- 
jesty’s name,  by  every  general  and  mioisier 
sent  from  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  the  hearts 
of  that  brave  people  were  united  under  the 
itrqngest  ties  alTection  and  gratitude  to  her 
majesty;  nnd  iliey  were  justly  held  in  the 
strictest  dependence  on  tho  continuance  of  her 
joynl  protection  ; be  tlie  said  Hubert  earl  of 
Gtfbra  and  earl  Mortimer,  ibeing  an  enemy  to 
the  common  liberty  of  Europe,  and  having 
Yaiterouily  entered  into  conspiracies  for  sub- 
jwtJng  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy  to  the 
“Ouse  of  Bourbon,  and  designing  mojC  malici- 
ously the  utcer  ruin  and  dfstmetion  of  the 
•ncieot  tights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  of  the 
*v*taiau,  whui]i&{hiiiaid«ise^^riuut:a  HaiUliferr 
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the  preservation  of  them,  did,  together  with 
other  false  aj>d  evil  counsellors,  form  n moat 
dishonourable,  wicked,  and  cruel  cuntrivance, 
not  ouly  for  abandoning  the  Catalans  to  the 
fury  ami  revenge  of  the  ilnkc  of  Anjou  juid  bis 
mlbercots,  but  fi>r  the  final  rxlirpation  of  all 
their  rights,  liberties,  ami  privileges ; and,  in 
execution  of  that  Iiis  intention,  during  the  pri- 
vate, separate,  aud  pernicious  negotiation  of 
peace,  which  was  carried  on  between  him  nnd 
theministers  of  France,  and  before  any  negocia- 
lions  of  peace  was  set  on  foocin  due  form  of  law, 
tween  tire  crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
did  advise  her  majesty  to  give  directions  to  tho 
lord  Lexington,  her  ambassador  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  to  acknowledge  the  duke  uf  Anjou 
king  ofSpain;  bnt  was  greatly  wanting  iu  his 
duty  to  her  majesty,  in  not  advising  her  to  give 
instructions  to  bersaid  minister,  ut  the  sama 
time,  peremptorily  nnd  absolncety  to  insist  on 
tbs  seenring  the  Catalans  liberties,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace : And  although  the  pri- 
vate, separate,  end  treacherous  practices  of 
him  the  said  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
earl  Mortimer  end  others,  in  combination  with 
the  ministers  of  France,  did  afterwards,  onur 
about  the  14th  of  March  1713,  necessitate  his 
present  imperial  majesty  to  conclude  a treaty 
for  the  evacuating  Ciitaloiiia,  whereof  her  ma- 
jesty was  guarantee,  without  any  express  and 
ositive$tipo1n;ionsforthe  Catalans  liberties; 
is  imperial  majesty  relying  in  that  respect  on 
her  majesty’s  dcclnmtiuii  to  interpose  for  them 
in  thetnost  effectual  manner,  and  on  the  pro- 
mises of  the  French  king  tojoiti  his  endeavours 
for  the  snme  purpose  ; and  ahliniigh  her  sacred 
mriiesty  did,  both  before  and  after,  freqnmitly 
dedure,  by  lier  ministers  in  Spain,  “ Ibat  she 
tlioughc  herself  under  the  strongest  ties  of  ho- 
nour and  conscience,  uot  to  abandon  a people, 
wlium  the  necessities  of  the  war  liail  nbligetl 
ber  to  draw  into  her  interest and  though  the 
French  king  did  not  join  bis  endeavonn  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  ; lie  the  said  Robert  earl 
of  Oxford  and  carl  Mortimer,  together  with 
otiicr  false  and  wicked  counsellors,  having, 
from  lime  to  time,  amused  and  deceived  iha 
distressed  Catalans  with  groundless  hopes  of 
her  majesty’s  efiuctual  interpositions  in  their 
favour,  thereby  engaging  them  in  a more  obsci- 
I nate  defence  of  their  territories  against  the 
■ duke'  of  Anjou,  was  not  only  liighly  wanting  in 
hisduty  to  her  majesty,  by  not  doing  what  u> 
him  lay,,  as  a faithful  minister,  to  have  pre- 
vented the  conclnsion  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Spain, lilljnst  and  honourable  conditions 
were  secured  fur  the  Catalans  ; but  did,  false- 
ly, maliciously,  and  treacherously  advise  her 
majesty  to  conclude  a pence  with  the  king  of 
Spain,  without  any  security  for  the  ancient  and 
just  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  of  that 
brave,  but  unhappy  nation;  and  did  further 
advise  her  majesty  to  send  sir  James  Wisbart, 
her  admiral,  with  a large  squadron  of  men  of 
war,  at  a great  expense,  to  favour  the  said 
king  of  Spain  in  the  siege  of  Borceiona,  theca- 
ipitd:-«tjr  lof-CwBlbci*;'  express  in. 
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lEructions,  " That  in  cstse  tie  iohalitantt 
«f  Majorca  should  refuse  the  lems  that 
ehuulii  be  offered  them  b/  tl)e  duke  of  An> 
jou,  to  employ  his  squariroii  in  munteDuiic- 
iog  anil  asaisUiig  all  attempts  that  stiould 
be  made  for  reducing  them  to  a due  obedi- 
ence by  which  most  vile  and  detestable 
counsels,  her  sacred  majesty,  contrary  to  her  i 
most  pious  iotentious,  the  faith  of  nations,  tind 
the  doties  of  religion  nnd  humanity  itself,  mid 
contrary  to  her  solemn  and  i-'pealod  assurances, 
was  prevailed  on  to  ubaiidon  u distressed 
people,  drawn  in  and  engaged  by  her  own  iu- 
vicaeion  into  an  open  war  with  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  rof  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  nf 
Europe,  and  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  the  persons,  estates,  dignities,  rights,  hber- 
ties  and  privileges  of  the  Catajans,  were  given 
tip,  us  a sacrifice  to  the  implarabie  resentment 
of  their  enraged  and  powerful  enemy ; and  the 
honour  of  the  British  nation,  altvays  renowned 
for  the  love  of  liberty,  and  for  giving  protection 
to  the  assertors  of  it,  was  most  basely  prusii- 
tuted;  and  a free  and  generous  people,  the 
faithful  and  useful  allies  of  this  kingdom,  were 
betrayed,  in  the  most  unparalleled  manner,  iuto 
irrevocable  slavery;  and  in  consequence  ef 
which  most  dishonourable  and  perfidious  coun- 
sels, the  most  execrable  hostilities,  burnings, 
and  plunderings,  were  commilted  upon  them 
throughout  their  whole  province,  witbout  sparing 
the  effusion  of  innocent  blood,  and  without  the 
distinciion  of  age  or  sex ; and  that  unfortunate 
people  wen-  alterwards  forced  to  undergo  the 
utmost  miseries  of  a siege,  in  their  capital  city 
of  Barcelona;  during  which,  great  numbers  of 
them  perished  by  famine  and  Che  sword,  many 
of  them  have  ^ce  been  executed  ; and  great 
numbers  of  the  nobility  of  Catalonia,  who,  for 
their  constancy  and  bravery  in  defence  of  their 
liberties,  and  for  their  services,  in  conjunction 
with  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  bad,  in  all 
honour,  justice,  and  conscience,  the  highest 
claim  to  her  majesty’s  proiectinn,  nre  now  dis- 
persed in  dungeons  tbrougliout  tlie  Spanisii 
dominions;  and  not  only  the  Catalan  liberties 
exliipated,  hut,  by  those  wicked  counsels  of 
him  the  said  llobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  Catalonia  itself  is  almost  become 
desolate : all  which  crimes  and  misiicmeanors 
were  committed  aud  done  by  him  the  said  enrl, 
against  our  late  sovereign  lady  the  quecii,  her 
crown  and  dignity,  the  peace  and  tuterest  of 
this  kingdom,  n,id  in  breach  of  llie  several 
trusts  reposed  in  him  the  said  earl ; and  he  the 
said  Hobert  earl  of  Oxford  and  cnrl  Mortimer 
was  either  cniutnissioner  of  the  treasury,  or 
lord  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain,  and  one 
of  her  majesty's  privy  coaiicil,  during  the  time 
that  all  and  every  the  crimes  before  set  forth, 
wereduneand  committed!  for  which  matters  and 
things  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  of  tbe 
House  of  Commons  in  parliament  assembled, 
do,  in  tbe  name  of  themselv<^  and  of  all  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  further  impeach  tl>e 
Mid  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Moriiner  of 
atlier  ligjicpuneB 
Articles  contained. 
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‘J  And  the  said  Commons,  hy  protestation 
saving  to  themselves  the  libmy  of  exhibiting, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  any  other  accusotions 
or  impeachments  against  the  said  earl:  and 
also  of  replying  to  the  answers  which  the  said 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer  shall 
moke  (o  the  premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any 
inipeachnient  or  accusation  that  shall  be  by 
them  exhibited,  according  to  the  course  and 
proreedings  uf  parliament;  do  pray,  iliat  tbe 
said  Robert  ear!  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer 
be  put  CO  answer  111!  and  every  tbe  premises; 
and  (bat  such  proceedings,  examinations,  trials, 
and  judginenu,  may  be  upon  llieai,  nud  every 
of  ihem,  had  nnd  used,  ns  ucdl  be  agreeable  to 
law  and  justice.” 

ilfr.  JVa/po/e  reporlt  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment against  Lord  BoHugbroke.!  Au- 
gust 4..  Mr.  Walpole  from  (be  Camniittee  of 
Secrecy  acquainted  the  House,  tliac  the  Com- 
mitcee  Jiad  prepared  Articles  of  Impeachment 
of  high  treason,  and  other  liigli  crimes  and  mis- 
dme.inors  against  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke; 
und  that  the  cummittee  had  commanded  liim,  at 
the  same  time,  Co  acquaint  tlic  House,  that  iliey 
shall,  in  a sliort  time,  have  fanber  Ai^icles  to 
kiy  befiire  the  House  against  him ; and  tlint  the 
Cominitcee  liad  directed  him  to  report  tbe 
Articles  already  prepared,  to  tlie  House.  Then 
Mr.  Walpole  read  the  Articles  in  his  place,  aud 
afterwards  delivered  them  in  at  the  table, 
where  they  were  oiipe  read,  and  then  a second 
time,  Article  by  Article,  and  upon  the  questiou 
Kverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  unto  by  the 
House ; wlio  ordered,  That  the  said  artick-s  be 
engros^ ; and  that  a clause  be  prepared,  for 
saving  lilierty  to  tbe  Commons  to  exhibit  any 
farther  Articles  against  the  said  Henry  viscount 
Bulingbroku,  and  that  be  may  be  sequestered 
from  parliament  and  committed  tosafe  custody. 

Mr.Walpnle  rejiorlsthe Articles^  Impeach- 
ment against  the-Duki  oj  Grmond.]  August 
5.  Mr.  U.  Walpule,  from  (he  Conimitcce  of 
Secrecy,  acquainted  the  House,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  prepared  Articles  of  Impeiicluiieiit 
of  high  tre.-isun,  and  other  high  crimes,  aud 
misdeoieanours,  against  James  duke  of  Ur- 
inond,  which  tliey  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  house.  Then  Mr.  \Valpole  read  the 
saidAriicles  in  Us  place,  and  afcemardsde- 
livered  them  in  at  the  table,  where  they  were 
once  read;  and  afterwards  a second  time. 
Article  hy  Article. 

Debate  thereon."]  A motion  being  made, 
and  the  question  put,  That  the  House  agree  to 
Che  first  Article,  there  arose  a warm  debate,  in 
which  a member  said  chat  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Secrecy  bad  hegua  to  open  his 
eyes;  and  chat  the  duke  of  Ormond’s  flight 
had  fully  convinced  him,  that  the  beads  of  tbe 
Tory  party  were  a set  of  kaaves  and  villains, 
who  oerignad  to  have  ruined  ibeir  country,  and 
made  it  a province  of  France, 

The  lorn  Stanii^,  • who  spoke  for  the  first 

jiltwwartfsWi'of  Chraterfield,  ~~ 
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time,  $aid,  he  never  nitheil  to  spill  the  blood  of 
any  of  Ills  countryuien,  much  less  the  bluod  of 
any  nobleomii;  but  tlinc  he  was  persuaded, 
that  tlie  safety  of  his  country  required  that 
examples  sl.oultl  he  made  of  those  tvliu  had 
beiraT!.'!  it  in  so  iufaroous  a manner. 

Tl.^  I >rd  rmcli  spoke  also  oo  the  same  side ; 
and  niler  some  othfc  s{>eeches,  the  first  Article 
was  agreed  to  by  a niajotity  of  lir  voices 
against  ;8;  and  cheo  the  other  Articles,  upon 
the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  were  also 
agreed  unto  by  the  Ilouse after  wliicli  it  was 
ordered,  That  the  said  Articles  be  engrossed  j 
and  that  a clause  be  pi  t-eared  fur  saving  liberty 
to  the  Cloratnous  to  eidiibit  any  farther  Articles 
againsrthe  said  Jmues  duke  of  fhini-nd;  and 
that  he  may  be  Siqtie--tered  fruni  parliament, 
and  committed  to  safe  custody. 

Mr.  Walpole  ordered  to  carry  up  to  the 
Lards  the  Articles  against  Lord  BoUngbroke.'] 
August  6.  The  engrossed  .Articles,  agnitist 
Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke,  tverc  read,  after 
which  it  was  ordered,  1.  That  Mr.  R.  W'al-^ 
pole  do  carry  the  said  Articles,  to  the  LordSj 
S.  That  he  be  directed,  before  he  exhibits  the 
said  Articles  to  the  Lords,  to  impeach  ilenry  vis- 
count Boiingbroke  to  tiie  cfTecc  fullowiog,  viz. 

“ My  lords;  The  Commons  assembled  in 
parliament,  having  received  information  of 
divers  traiierutu  practices  and  designs  of  a great 

Cer  of  iliis  Ilouse,  Henry  viscount  Buliiigbruke, 
ve  commanded  me  to  impeacb  the  sairt 
Henry  viscount  Buliiigbruke  of  high  treason, 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors; 
and  I do  here,  io  their  names,  and  in  the  nitmea 
of  all  the  Cuiamons  of  Great  Briiain,  impeach 
Henry  viscouot  Boiingbroke  of  high  treason, 
and  oilier  higli  crimes  and  niisdcincanort.  I 
am  furiher  commanded,  by  the  House  ofCom- 
mons,  to  pray  and  demand  of  your  lordships 
that  the  said  Lfciiry  viscnuuc  Boiingbroke  uiuv 
be  sequestered  from  parliament,  and  forthwith 
committed  to  safe  custody.” 

Articles  of  lupEacnuEST  acaskst  Lose 
BouNcnaoaii.]  Accunliagly  the  same  day, 
Mr.  \Valpole,  ncrompanied  by  a great  many 
members  of  the  House  ufCumtuoas,  at  tlie  bar 
ofthe  House  of  L mlsjimpe.Tchud  Henry  viscount 
Boliogbroke  as  above,  lie  further  presented 
Articles  of  Impeucfament  of  high  treason,  and 
otlierhigh  ci'iraei  and  inisdemeanots,  against 
the  said  Henry  viscount  Buluigbr-ike,  inmain- 
tenaiice  of  die  said  ciiarge.  Tbesoid  Articles 
were  read,  os  lullsns  : 

« ARTICLES  of  IMI’E.ACUMFJ^T  of  High 
Treason  ami  other  High  Crimes  nod  Misde- 
meanors, Kgainst  IlIiNliy  Visconift  BO- 
LINCBROKK. 

“ Whcr««s  a trenty  of  nllionce  was  made  and 
Mocludedgoo  or  about  the  7th  dnyofSeptember 
1701,  between  Leopold  then  emperor  of  Gei- 
many,  his  late  majesty  king  Wiiham  the  third 
of  ever-giorinus  niemorr,  and  their  high  migbii- 
oe^  the 
VoL.  YU. 
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vinces,  for  repelling  the  greatness  of  the  com- 
mon danger  whidi  threatened  -ill  Europe,  IVuni 
the  duke  of  Anjou's  having  tuken  possessioD  of 
the  monarchy  of  Spam;  whereui  it  was,  among 
olhcr  things,  agreed,  * That,  in  case  ihe  said 
' confederates  shall  be  forced  to  enter  into  a 
‘ war,  tliey  sbnll  communicate  tbeir  designs  to 
‘ one  another,  as  well  in  relnlioii  tu  the  aciiont 
‘ of  the  war,  as  all  ullier  ihiiigs  wherein  tha 
' common  cause  is  concerned  : and  that  it  shall 
‘ not  he  permitted  to  either  party,  when  the 
‘ war  is  once  beeun,  tu  treat  of  pence  wii  h the 
' enrniy,  unk-as  joiiiily  uiiii  hy  a communication 
‘of counsels  And,  in  and  hy  a defensive 
treaty  and  alliance,  made  and  cnncluiled  ia 
or  about  the  uiouiii  of  November  1701  between 
his  said  late  majesty  king  William  the  third  nod 
tlie  States  General,  it  was,  nmongotber  things, 
expressly  agieed,  ‘ That  when  the  war  is  be- 
‘ gun,  the  said  confederates  sbnll  act  in  concert 
' nccording  to  the  7th  and  Sell  articles  of  the 
‘ treaty  of  the  3d  of  March  1677-8,  between 
‘ England  and  Holland  ; and  that  no  peace  nor 
‘ trure  or  suspension  of arms  shall  benegotiated 
‘ or  made,  but  according  to  the  9th  and  ICItk 
‘ articles  of  that  treaty  ; by  which  it  was 
' agreed,  tliat  when  the  allies  came  oace  to 
‘ open  war,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  neither  of 
‘them  afterwards  to  come  ro  any  cessation  of 
‘ anas  with  him  who  shall  be  declared  and  pro- 
‘ claimed  an  enemy,  without  it  being  dona 
' conjointly  and  with  common  consent ; and 
' that  no  negotiation  of  peace  shall  be  set  on 
‘ foot  hy  one  of  the  aUies  without  the  concur- 
‘fence  of  the  other:  and  that  each  ally  shall 
‘ continually,  and  from  time  to  time,  iii.part  to 
‘ the  other  every  thing  that  passes  in  the  said 
‘ nsgotiatioD-.'  And,  in  and  by  a treaty  entered 
into  and  conclndcd  in  or  about  tlie  month  of 
Juoe  1703,  betweeo  her  late  innicsty  queen 
Anne,  of  ever-blessed  memory,  and  the  Scales 
General,  it  was,  among  other  things,  agreed, 
‘ that  all  treaties  and  alliances  then  subsisiiag 
' between  them  should  be  renewed  and  con- 
* hnned And  whereas  a long,  bloody,  and 
expensive  war  had  been  carried  on,  by  her 
late  majesty,  in  conjunction  with  her  said  allies 
and  other  confederate  princes,  gainst  France 
and  Spain,  as  well  in  resentment  ofthe  indig- 
nity offered  to  these  kingdoms,  by  their  baring 
, adcnowledged  the  Pretender  Icing  of  these 
realms,  hs  for  obtaining  a just  aoiisfaction  to 
bis  imperial  iiinjesC}-,  and  for  tbe  preservacioii 
ofthe  protesiaiic  religion,  and  the  balance  and 
liberties  of  Europe ; and  frum  the  great  suc- 
cesses trich  wliich  it  hud  pleased  Aimiehty  God 
to  bless  tile  confederate  arms  they  had  just 
reason  to  hope  fur  an  honourable,  good,  safe, 
nod  lasting  peace  ; and  although  the  French 
king  was  encouraged,  in  or  about  the  month 
uf  April  1711,  tumake  propnsitions  of  peace 
tu  her  laio  majesty,  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  hit 
Secretary  of  State,  which  her  Hid  majesty 
having  pleased  to  communicate  to  tbeminiscera 
of{lieSCalesGeDGral;Shedidiiowevergraciouily 
declare,  by  Henry  viscount  Boliogbroke,  then 

9r,Jwrprns* 
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•ipel  Seeretaries  of  State,  her  seniimenu  to 
tLciS,  ‘ tliai  tbesoid  proposilinns  were  too  ge- 
* nerd  and,  at  the  inme  time,  llie  said  vis> 
count  (lid,  in  her  mojesn'snaaie,  and  by  her 
aptcia]  cornmnoil,  giv«  chetn  ]>tr  utmost  and 
moat  solemn  assurances,  ‘ That  in  ntsking 
'peace,  as  in  mahiiig  war,  site  wouid  act  in 
‘ perfect  concert  with  tbeoi in  which  sen- 
titnents  the  States  concurring  with  tier  ma- 
jesty's reciprocal  assiiraoces  of  mutual  coiiS- 
deuce,  so  uccessarv  to  prevent  tiie  designs  of 
tite  enemy,  was  rvbraed  by  them  to  her  ma- 
jesty; notwithstanding  rrhicb, 

Aeticle  I. 

“ lie  the  said  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke, 
then  being  one  of  her  mujesty’s  priocipd  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  and  of  bee  most  honourable 
privy  council : bntlmving  entered  inlo  a most 
treacherous  confederacy  frith  the  luiuisters  and 
emissaries  of  France,  to  frustrate  the  just  hopes 
and  expectations  offaer  majesty  and  her  people, 
by  disuoitiog  the  confederacy  at  the  most  cri- 
ticaljuncture,  when  they  were  ready  to  reap 
the  trails  of  so  many  triumphs  over  the  com- 
luoD  enemy ; and  most  wickedly  intending,  as 
far  as  in  him  lay,  to  enable  Clie  French  king, 
ID  exhausted  and  vanquished  as  he  liad  been 
on  all  occasions,  to  carnr  his  designs,  by  a 
peace  glorious  to  him,  and  to  the  ruin  of  the 
victorious  allies,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
liberties  of  all  Europe ; nml  having  no  regard 
to  tfacsolemo  treaties  Iter  majeny  then  stood 
engugeil  in,  nor  la  (hebonour  or  solely  of  these 
kiugdoms;  did,  in  or  about  the  month  ofJuly 
or  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1711|ica]i- 
ciouily  and  wickedly,  form  smost  ireaclierous 
and  peraicioni  comrivsnee  and  conledcmcy, 
with  other  evii-diaposed  persona,  then  also  uf 
her  majesty's  privy  council,  to  set  on  foot  a 
private,  sep^tc,duhonoacable,  and  destruc- 
tive negotiation  of  peace  between  Great  Bri- 
tain anil  France,  without  imy  communication 
thereof  to  her  majesty's  allies,  according  to 
their  said  sevemi  treaties  : and  was  not  only 
wantiog  in  his  duty  and  trust  to  her  majesty, 
by  not  opposing,  and,  as  far  ns  was  in  bis  power, 
by  iiat  auviaing  h:r  majesty  against  going  into 
any  privaic  acparatcnegotiocinii  with  France; 
bat,  ill  execution  of  bis  purposes  nfuresaid,  be 
the  said  Henry  viscount  Uolinghroke  dirlod- 
vise  her  late  majc&iy  tn  send  Matthew  Prior, 
esquire,  directly  tu  ibccoBrtofFraDce,lo  make 
prupositions  of  peace,  without  cnminuuicaiuig 
the  sonic  to  her  mnjeslj’s  allies : ’and  uccord- 
ingly  ebe  said  Mivttlmw- Prior,  by  the  advice  and 
with  the  privity  ofbun  the  snid  Henry  riscouut 
JBoIingbroke  and  other  false  and  evU  counsel- 
lors, in  or  alioDt  the  mr»ths  of  July  or  Auitiiii 
in  the  year  Of  our 'Lord  1711,'  was  sent  in  a 
clandestine  manner  from  Eoglunil  to  France, 
aud  (lid  commuoicnie  the  soki  proposiiiniis 
of  peace  i->  tlic  minlstirs  of  France ; iu  wiiich 
the  ponicutu  iuUrests  of  Great  Britain,  ns  ive.U 
es  the  comiDon  interest  of  Europe,  were 
shamefully  betrayed  ; and,  in  tnaniicMation  of 
hii  laid 
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from  their  just  share  in  the  said  negotiatioD, 
an  rxpressiu-cicle  was  iuserterHu  the  said  pro- 
positions, by  the  privity  nud  advice  of  him  the 
said  Henry  viscoout  UoUugbruke,  ‘ that  the 
‘secret  should  bo  iurioittbly  kept,  till  allowed 
' CO  be  divulged  by  the  mutual  consent  of  both 
' pafcies although  the  French  king  had,  in  the 
propositions  siguecl  by  M.  de  Turcy,  ami  traos- 
iiiitted  in  the  munth  of  April  preening,  ofTcved 
Co  treat  witii  the  plcniputemiaries  of  Eogland 
and  Holland  alone,  or  juiiidy  with  those  of  the 
allies,  at  the  clioice  of  England;  by  which 
treacherous  and  dangerous  advice,  he  the  said 
Ileoiy  vlscuuiit  Boliugbruke  did  not  only  con- 
trive and  set  on  foot  a neguiiutiou  of  pence, 
more  advantageous  to  France  than  ever  France 
itself  had  asked  ; but  thereby  did  put  it  into 
the  power  of  the  common  enemy,  to  create  in- 
curable Jealousies  and  discords  hetweeo  her 
majesty  nod  her  feillifnl  allies,  oiid  to  destroy 
lliat  confidence  which  bad  so  lung  and  so  suc- 
cessfully been  cultivated  between  them,  and 
which  was  so  necessary  for  tlicir  commou 
safety. 

Aeticee  If. 

“Tliat  the  French  king  haviog,  in  or  about 
the  months  of  August  orSeptember  1711,  with 
cheprivicy,and  bylbeconcrivance,  of  the  ssid 
viscount  ^liugbroke  and  otliers,  sent  over 
M.  Mesnoger  into  England,  to  carry  on  qsepa— 
r.vte  and  clHiidcstine  negocintion  ot  peace ; be 
the  said  Henry  viscount  Bolinghroke  did  after- 
warils,  in  tlie  said  mouth  of  September  1711, 
or  thereabouts,  secretly  and  nnlunfully,  and 
without  any  Colour  of  authority,  meet,  confer, 
and  treat  with,  the  said  SienrMesnager,  on  the 
ncgociatinns  of  pence  hetween  Gceot  Britain 
Olid  France  : and  therein  did  advise  and  pro- 
mote the  making  a private  and  separate  treaty 
nrconvention  on  the  said  subject  of  peace  he- 
tvpccn  the  snid  crowns,  without  any  communi- 
cation tbereofto  her  majesty's  oJUm  ; and  the 
said  Henry  viscount  Bnliugbrcike  did  afterwnrds 
in  violation  of  his  oath  and  liigh  trust,  falsely 
and  treaclierously  adrise  her  late  majesty 
to  sign  powers  to  several  penons,  for  con- 
cluding, on  her  behalf, npemiciousanddestroc- 
live  creaty,  or  convention,  on  die  said  subject 
of  peace  with  France ; and,  on  or  about  dip  sai^ 
S7ih  ofSepteinlierlT  11, adlshonourablc, destruc- 
tive, mid  fatal  treaty  or  convention  was 
(muclud.;d  and  signed,  by  the  said  Sieur  Ales- 
rtager  on  the  part  of  France,  aud  by  the  earl 
of  Dariniiiuili  and  die  sai4  viscount,  being 
then  two  ..flier  disjesty’s  principal  secrctnrics 
of  Sluts  anil  'nf  her  privy  council,  on  the  pnre  of 
herniojLStv,  hyvinue  only  of  a warmnt  under 
her  mnju'y’s  s>go  maoual  under,  the  signet,  di- 
rcciedM.j  Uiunisclveii,  but  not  couotersigned, 
and  without  <Ue  le.ist  knowledge  or  pariicipa- 
tiiin  of  the  allies ; iu  which  treaty,  the  im- 
mediate-interests of  Great  Britain  ore  given 
up  to  France ; nnd,  the  duke  of  Ainnu  being 
tlrerein  admitted  to  remain  king  of  Spain,  the 
balance  of  power  ai.d  the  Irberties  of  Europe 
were  throwu  into  ibe  bauds  of  the  house  of 
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AlTIClt  III. 

“ That  nliereu  her  lace  majett;  tjueen  Aunc 
did,  on  or  abrut  ilie  Ursc  of  October  1711,0. 
S.  gire  ioiu-octioas  to  TboiDnseaHofScraliord 
ber  ambassador  to  ibe  States  General  of  the 
llnitedProvincea,  to  communicate  to  them  cer- 
tain itcopositioDs  of  peace,  which  bud  been 
contrived  and  concerted  between  the  said  Sicur 
Mesnager  and  the  said  viscount  and  uthers, 
intitul^,  “ Prelicniuar;  Articles  on  die  part  of 
I'raocc,  to  come  to  a general  peace,  together 
with  her  majesty's  seuumcots  and  resolutions 
thereupon;  and  also  her  majesty's  further  and 
particulur  resolutions  coticei-ning  the  prosecu- 
tion and  carrying  on  die  war  against  France 
and  Spain,  incase  the  States  were  desirons  to 
carry  on  the  said  war  And  whereas,  for  se- 
verul  years  befdre,  aud  till  the  said  month  of 
October  1711,  there  wosupeu  war  between  her 
hte  majesty  and  the  French  hug;  and,  tbe  said 
war  continuing,  for  all  the  said  time  and  after- 
wards, tlicFrencb  king  and  bis  subjects  were 
enemies  to  her  late  majesty;  he  tbe  said  Henry 
viscoant  Bulingbroke,  being  then  one  of  her 
uojesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state  aadone 
of  her  mejesty’s  privy  council,  and  a subject  of 
her  said  majesty,  nut  considering  the  duty  of 
bis  oil^iaoce,  Imt  liaviug  altogether  withdrawn 
the  cordial  love,  and  true  and  due  obedience, 
whicli  every  true  and  faithful  subject  owned  to 
her  said  majesty,  mid  designing  to  give  aid  and 
sucenur  and  to  adhere  to  the  said  French  king 
aguiosther  said  majesty  ; did,  on  or  about  tbe 
!td  orOctoberl711,durmEibesBld  war,  falsely, 
wickedly,  mabciou,ly,aad  traitorously,  aid,  help 
assist,  andadbere  to,  thesaid  French  king,  mid 
his  subjects,  enemies  to  her  said  bite  imijesty, 
against  her  said  late  majesty;  and,  in  execution 
and  performance  of  his  said  aiding,  assisting, 
tmd  adiicring,  he  did,  ou  or  about  the  9d  of  Oc- 
tober 1711,  fatsdy,  maliciously,  and  traicer- 
ously,  discloseand  comoiunicate  her  majesty’s 
said  instroctioiis  to  her  said  ambassador ; aud 
was  privy  to,  and  did  advise,  consent,  or  ap- 
prove, thnC  the  same  should  be,  and  accordingly 
llie  same  were,  communicated  and  disclosed  to 
tbe  said  Sieur  Mesn^er,  a suljcut  of  the  said 
French  king, and  an  enemy  to  her  late  majesty  : 
and,  in  further  execution  and  perfurmance  of  | 
his  said  aidiug,  assisting,  and  adhering,  he  tbe  | 
snid  Henry  viscount  Bulingbroke  did,  in  and 
W n letter,  or  writing,  by  him,  wrote  -to  M.  de  i 
lorcy,  on  or  about  the  said  Sd  day  of  October ; 
1711,  disclose,  communicate,  and  notify,  or  did  . 
intend  to  notif^,  to  M.  de  Torcy,  a aubjeci,  mi- 1 
sister,  nad  secretary  to  the  French  king,  and  I 
an  enemy  to  her  late  majesty,  *'  That  the  said  ! 
Sieur  Mesnager  was  fully  inibrmed  of  her  ma-  I 
jesty's  said  instructions  to  tbe  earl  of  Strafibed;'’  i 
thereby  falsely,  maliciously,  andiraiterously,  in- 1 
forming  and  advising  the  said  M.  de  Torcy, . 

wlmt  person,  mid  by  what  means,  he  might , 
come  to  tlie  knowledge  of  liar  majesty’s  said  in-  ; 
Kruciions,  contrary  to  tbe  duty  of  his  tdl^i-  I 
auce  and  the  Ians  aud  statutes  oi'  lliis  realm.  I 
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ARIICI.B  IV. 

“That  whereas  her  late  ratjestj  Queen  Anne 
did,  iu  ornboutchainootfa  ofUecemberI711,  iu 
due  form  of  law,  undtrber  great  seal,  constitute 
the  right  reverend  John  lord  bishop  of  Biistol 
and  Thomas  carl  of  Strafford  her  plenipoten- 
tiaries, with  full  powers  and  iuttruciions,  to 
meet,  treat,  and  conclude,  with  the  plvnipoten- 
liaries  of  her  allies,  and  those  whom  ihehrenoh 
king  should  on  his  part  depute  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  conditions  of  a good  and  genertU 
peace  ; and  whereas  his  imperial  majesty,  their 
high  mightbicsses  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  other  bet  majesty’s  al- 
lies,aud  tlieFrencb  king,  having  duly  constitu- 
ted and  appointed  their  several  and  respective 
plenipotentiaries  for  the  purposes  aforesiiid,tlie 
ncgociatioQS  and  conferences  for  a general 
peace  were  opeaed  between  them,  atUtredit, 
about  the  moathsof  January  or  February  1711, 
and  the  same  ^:ontinUed  till  the  4th  ufMurcIi 
1711,  and  afterwards:  and  whereas, on  ihesaid 
4tli  day  of  March  1711,  there  was  open  war 
between, her  late  majesty  nnd  the  French  king, 
and  the  same  liaving  continued  for  severd 
yeais  before, and  at  tne  same  time  and  afier- 
wnrJs:  ihesaid  Frencli  king  and  his  sohjeccs 
were  during  all  the  snid  time  enemies  to  her  said 
majesty  nnd  her  subjects ; he  the  said  Henry 
viscount  Boiingbroke,  then  being  one  of  her 
majesty’s  prind  pal  secretaries  of  state, and  of  her 
privy  council,  and  a subject  ofhet  snid  majesty, 
not  considering  tbe  duty  of  bis  allegiance,  but 
having  witlidrawn  his  duty  and  obedience  from 
her  said  majesty,  nnd  conspiring  and  confederat- 
ing with  the  enemies  of  her  said  majesty,  and 
tbe  siiluects  of  the  said  French  king,  to  give 
him  aitf  aiid  succour  against  her  said  majesty, 
did,  on  or  aboni  the  said  4tb  day  of  March 
1711,  faJsely,  wickedly,  and  traiterously, 
aid,  conifuK,  atsist,  and  adhere  to,  the  said 
French  king,  against  her  said  niujesty ; and 
in  excculiun  and  pertiirmance  of  his  said  aid- 
ing, assisting,  and  aiilieriiig,  be  the  said  viscount 
did,  oil  or  about  tbe  said  4th  of  March  1711, 
falsely,  innlicitiusly,  and  traiterously,  commu- 
nicate and  disclose  her  said  lot^my's  then  fmal 
instrucliunsio  her  said  plenipotentiaries, relating 
to  the  said  negociationsof  peace ; or  was  privy 
to,  and  did  advise  and  consent  and  approve 
thatthesame  should  be,  and  accordingly  tbe 
some  were,  communicated  and  disclosed  to 
Abbot  Gaultier,  nn  u^ntnnd  emissary  of  the 
said  French  king,  and  an  eoeniy  of  her  said  ma- 
jetiy;  and,  in  further  execution  and  perform- 
ance of  his  said  aiding,  assisting,  and  adher- 
ing, he  die  said  Henry  viscount  Boiingbroke 
did,  by  alelteriOr  writing,  wrote  by  liimself,  op 
or  about  the  said  4th  of  March,  falsely,  malici- 
ously, and  irnicerausly,  disclose,  communicate, 
andnotify,  or  did  intend  thereby  toconimunicate 
and  Botify,  to  M.  de  Torcy,  a ininister,  secre- 
tary ofstate,  and  subject  of  the  said  Frencn 
king,  nod  an  enemy  of  hersaid  majesty,  That 
the  said  Gaultier  wns  informed  of  her  m^fttj's 

W,  hfr«pd  plpjippt^iBaarie*  j" 


135]  PARL  HISTORY,  2 Giosog  1 

tliercbjr  falsely  and  traiterously  infonning  and 
•dyisinE  the  sairl  M.  da  Turej  by  what  means, 
•nd  from  aliat  persons,  be  might  nave  the  know- 
ledge of  her  lOBjcsty's  said  instructions,  coutniry 
to  ibeduty  ot  lus  ailcgiisce,  and  the  lawsan^ 
ttatutcsuf  tnis  realm. 

Article  V. 

‘'That  whereas  the  States  GenernI  oftlie 
United  Proriuces  were,  in  or  about  the  months 
of  September  or  October  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  171?,  ill  pusscssionof  the  strong  and  iiu- 
porCant  town  and  fortress  of  Toumay;  and 
whereas  the  French  king  bad,  during  tbecourse 
of  Ole  said  priraie,  separate,  nnd  (railerous  ue- 
^tiatioR  between  him  the  said  Uciiry  viscuuiit 
Bolinjbnikc  and  uihers,  and  the  ministers  of 
France,  i^uificd  liis  consent  to  the  ministers  of 
Great  Britain,  that  the  said  town  and  fortress 
ofTouraay  should  reoiaui  to  thesaid  States  Ge- 
neral as  part  ofiheir  barrier : und  whereas  her 
majesty,  in  her  instructions  of  December  the 
33d  1711,  to  her  plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht, 
had  expressly  directed  them  to  insist  with  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  France,  in  the  general  con- 
gress, “ That,  towards  finning  a sufficient  bar- 
rier for  the  States  General,  Tournay  should  re- 
main to  their  High  Mightinesses;”  and  did  ni- 
terwards  declare  lietself  conformably  thereto, 
JO  a speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  on 
thedthof  Juno  1712,  in  wliiuh  she  coinmuni- 
caicd  CO  them  the  terms  whereon  a pence  miuht 
he  made,  and  whereas,  for  several  years  hefore 
and  tilt  the  said  months  ofSepteniher  and  Oc- 
tober in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  1712,  there  was 
optn  witr  between  her  late  inajcsiy  and  the 
Irencli  king,  und,  the  said  war  cnnlmuing,  for 
all  the  said  time  utid  allerwords,  the  snid  Freiicli 
king  and  lits  subjects  were  enemies  to'  her  ma- 
jesty ; he  ilie  said  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke, 
then  being  one  of  her  majesty's  principal  secre- 
taries of  state  imd  oflier  privy  council,  and  a 
subject  of  her  saiil  inujesty,  not  considering  the 
duty  Ilf  liis  alie,;iance,  but  having  altogether 
withdrawn  the  cnrdinl  love  and  true  and  due 
obedience  which  every  true  and  faithful  subject 
owed  to  her  suid  majesty,  and  designing  to 
give  aid  and  succour  and  to  adhere  to  die  snid 
Frencb  king,  against  her  s.aid  intgesty.  did,  in 
or  about  the  mouths  of  September  or  October 
1712,  during  the  said  war,  falsely,  maliciously, 
wickedly,  and  troiterouely,aid,  belp,  and  assist, 
andndhere  Co, die  said  Frencli  kiiiv,  then  nii  ene- 
my CO  her  late  majesiy.  against  ber  said  ninjesty  : 
ami,  in  executiati  and  pcfomiance  of  the  said 
nidi.ig,  assisting,  and  adhering,  tnalicioush, 
falsely,  and  iraiteronsly,  did  lounicl  and  advise 
the  said  vnciuy,  it-  vi.atniuiiner,  and  by  what 
methuUs.  the  stud  imporcan:  t iwn  and  Ibrtress 
ofTouj’imy,  then  ii  possession  of  the  States 
General,  night  be  gained  from  them  to  the 
Frencii  kin^,  conimry  to  the  duty  of  his  allegi- 
ance, and  the  lows  and  statutes  ol  this  realm. 

AnncLEVt. 

“ Tliat  whereas  her  late  majesty  queen  Aiiuc. 
not  only  in  pursuance  of  the  treaties  she  stood 
engaged  in  CO  ber  good  allies,  and  in  particular 
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to  his  imperial  nuyesiy,  fnr  the  recovery  of  the 
monarchy  of  Spain  to  ilia  House  of  Austria, 
thereby  to  preserve  a due  balance  of  power  in 
Europe .-  but  aLo  from  her  just  reseutmeots 
against  the  duke  of  Aujou,  who  then  itiled 
biaselfking.orSpain,aiid  who,  iu  defence  of 
her  majesty's  liue  to  the  crown,  had  acknow- 
ledged the  Pretender  as  king  of  Great  Uriiain, 
and,  on  tiiese  just  fbundutioni,  her  majesty 
had,  iu  vindication  of  the  bnnour  oftbecrowo, 
and  injustice  to  her  people,  at  a vast  expeuce 
ofblooilaud  treasure,  and  on  the  earnest  and 
repealed  advices, of  her  porliameot,  prusecti- 
teil  a vigorous  war  against  liie  said  duke  of 
Anjou ; iiud  whereas,  In  the  years  of  our 
Lord  1710,  1711,  and  1712,  the  said  open, 
bloody,  and  expensive  vrar  was  carried  on,  be- 
tween hersaid  iacc  majesty  queen  Anne  and  the 
said  duke  of  Anjou ; and,  during  all  the  lime 
aforesaid,  the  said  war  did  coiiCinue,  and  for  all 
that  time  the  said  duke  of  Anjou  and  the  sub- 
jects of  Spain  adhering  to  him  were  enemies 
ofherlacemojeaty;  he  thesaid  Henry  viscount 
Bohiigbroke,  then  being  one  of  her  majesty’s 
principal  secretaries  of  sente  and  of  her  pnvy 
council,  nnd  a subject  of  her  said  majusty,  not 
conaidering  cbeducy  of  bis  allegiance,  but  having 
withdiawn  his  true  obedience  fruin  hersaid  lat« 
majesty,  did  at  several  times,  in  tlie  years  of 
our  Lord  1710, 1711,  and  1712,  falsely,  malici- 
.lusly,  wickedly,  and  trniterously,  aid,  help,  and 
assist,  and  adhere  to  tlie  said  duke  of  Anjou, 
then  an  eiieiuy  tu  her  said  late  majesty,  against 
hersaid  ruiijesty;  and  iu  execution  and  per- 
formance of  his  said  aiding,  helping  and  assist- 
ing, and  adhering,  and  in  confederacy  and  com- 
bination with  the  then  enemies  of  her  lute  ma- 
jesty, and  with  divers  oibec  wicked  uud  cvil- 
dispnseil  persons,  did,  at  several  times,  in  the 
years  nfuresaid  advise  and  counsel  the  enemies 
of  her  latemajescy  ug.iiiist  her  snid  mnjesty; 
and,  in  such  counselling  and  advising,  did  con- 
cert with  them,  and  did  promote  tlie  yielding 
and  giving  up  Spain  and  the  Wesi-lndies 
or  some  part  thereof,  Co  the  said  <luk«  of  Anjou  ' 
clieu  in  einnity  with  iier  niqjesiy,  against  the 
duty  of  Ills  allegiance,  and  ibe  laws  uud  statutes 
of  this  realm. 

“ All  which  crimes  and  misdemeanors  were 
committed  and  done  hy  liim  tlie  said  Henry 
viscount  Bolingbroke,  against  our  laic  sovereign 
lady  the  queen,  her  crown  and  dignity,  the 
eace  luid  interest  of  this  kingdom,  aiid  ia 
reach  <>f  the  sevenfl  trusts  reposed  io  him 
the  said  viscount;  and  he  the  said  Henry  vis- 
count Bolingbroke  was  one  of  her  majesty’s 
priccipnl  secretaries  of  state,  and  one  of  her 
privy  council,  during  the  time  that  all  mid  every 
the  crimes  bmore  set  fori'i  were  done  and  cotn- 
iniited;  for  which  iimuers  and  things,  (he 
knights,  citizens,  ami  burge-ses  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  parlinmei  c a‘seiubled,  do,  in  the 
name  of  themselves  piitl  of  all  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  impeach  the  said  Henry  viscount 
Bolingbroke  vif  high  treason,  and  other  liigh 
crimes  and  tutideiDemiors,  in  the  said  AtlicUa 
conuined. 
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'•  And  tlie  said  C.immoiis,  i>y  protestniinn, 
mving  to  theniselin  tiio  liberty  of  exhibiting, 
at  any  cimu  berttifier.  -i  , ociitr  . icusalions  or 
impeachmeiils  Hgaiiist  tbe  said  Henry  viscount 
Boiiiigbroke,  ami  nUo  of  replying  to  theanawers 
wUich  tbesiid  Henry  viscomit  Bolingbroke  shall 
make  to  the  premhes,  or  nny  of  tlietu,  or  to  any 
iinpeacbraeni  nr  accusatioD  that  aball  be  1^ 
theta  exhibited,  according  to  the  course  and 
proceedings  of  parliameoc;  do  pray,  that  the 
said  Heory  risciiunt  Boliiigbroke  be  put  to 
answer  all  and  every  the  premises;  and  that 
such  proceedings,  examinations,  trials,  and 
judgments,  may  be  upoti  them,  and  every  of 
them,  had  and  used,  as  shall  be  agreeable  to 
Ian  and  justice : and  they  do  further  pray  and 
deBuiid,  that  tlie  said  Henry  viscount  Boling- 
broke  may  be  sequestered  from  parliament,  and 
fortlivrith  committed  to  safe  custody.” 

LordBolingbroke  heingjled,  it  attaiuted<fHigk 
ZVetuon.]  Ihesameday  the  Lords  sentames- 
sage  to  acquaint  tlie  Commons,  that  their  lord- 
ships bad  ordered  Henry  viscount  fiulingbroke 
to  be  forthwith  attached,  by  the  gentleman 
usher  of  the  blnck-rod,  attending  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  brought  to  their  lordships  bar,  to 
ooswer  the  Articles  exhibited  against  him  by  the 
House  of  Commons ; but  the  lord  Bolioghroke 
had  long  before  retired  into  France  Hereupon 
the  Commons  nrdered  a bill  to  he  brought  in  to 
summon  Henry  viscount  Bolingbroke  to  render 
himseir  to  justice  by  a day  therein  to  be  limited, 
or,  ill  deAult  thereof,  to  attaint  him  of  higli 
treason. 

Articles  of  IitPEAcnvENT  acaihst  the 
DuseofOruokd.]  Aug.  8, Theengrossed  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeacbmeot  against  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond being  read,  Mr.  Sccretaij  Stanhope  at- 
tended tlio  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  where  he 
addressed  their  Lordships  as  follows  : 

“ Jly  Lords The  Commons  in  Tarliament 
assembled,  having  received  information  of  divers 
traitCTOus  practices  and  designs  of  a great  peer 
.of  ibi.s  House,  James  duke  of  Ormond,  have 
commanded  me  to  impeach  the  said  James  duke 
of  Orraoud  of  high  treason,  and  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors:  and  I do  here,  in  their 
names, and  in  the  names  of  all  the  Commons  of 
Great  Brit.ain,  impeach  the  saiti  James  duke  of 
Ormond  of  high  treason,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors. — And  I am  further  com- 
nanded  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  pray  and 
demaod  of  your  lordships,  that  the  said  James 
duke  of  Ormond  may  be  sequestered  from 
Parliament,  and  forthwith  committed  to  safe 
custody.'* 

He  further  presented  Articles  oflmpeach- 
meot  of  high  treason,  and  other  liigh  crimes  and 
oiisdemeanors,  against  the  said  James  doke  of 
Ormond,  in  maintenance  of  the  said  charge. 
Abe  said  Articles  were  read,  ns  follows  s 
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ARTICLE?  OF  1MPEACHMF,NT  of  High 
Treason,  and  of  other  High  Crimes  and 
Mi-ilemeanors,  against  JAMES  Duke  of 
ORMOND. 

Article  I. 

“ That  whereas  James  duke  of  Ormond,  in 
or  about  the  month  of  April  171S,  being  ap- 
pointed general  oflhc  forces  in  the  Netherlands 
of  her  Late  majesty  queen  Anne,  with  orders  to 
prosecute  the  war  against  France  with  all  pos- 
sibla  vigour,  in  cunjunction  with  her  said  majes- 
ty’s allies  i and  having,  by  her  said  majesty's 
direcrions,  and  in  her  name,  given  her  said  al- 
lies the  most  solemn  assurances  to  that  purpose, 
was  thereupOD  udnniied  into  the  councils,  and 
made  privy  to  the  most  secret  designs,  of  the 
generals  of  the  cunfederate  army  agaiust  the 
common  enemy,  and  of  the  measures  they 
thought  the  most  proper  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  success;  and  whereas,  in  the  said  year 
1713,  the  said  war  was  carried  on  betweeu  her 
said  late  majesty  queen  Anne  and  the  said 
'Freuch  king;  and  during  all  the  said  war  did 
coniUiue,  and  for  all  that  time  the  said  Freuch 
king  and  his  subjects  were  enemies  of  her  late 
majesty,  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond, 
then  general  of  her  majesty’s  army,  and  a sub- 
ject of  her  majesty,  not  considering  the  duty  of 
his  all^iance,  hut  having  withdrawn  his  true 
and  due  obedience  from  lier  said  late  majesty, 
and  alfeciian  from  bis  country,  did,  during  the 
said  war,  falsely,  maliciously,  wickedly,  and 
traiterously,  aid,  iielp,  assist  and  adhere  to,  the 
said  French  king,  against  her  said  late  majes- 
ty; and,  in  execution  of  bis  said  aiding,  help- 
ing, assisting,  aad  adhering,  maliciously,  falsely, 
and  iraiieniusly,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his 
allegiance  and  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
realm,  did,  on  or  about  the  3dth  day  of  May 
1718,  send  private  intelligence  and  iiil'ormation 
to  marshal  Villars,  then  an  enemy  to  her  said 
late  majesty,  and  general  uf  the  French  king^ 
army  againh  her  majesty  and  her  allies,  of  a 
march  the  army  of  her  said  majesty  and  of  her 
allies  was  then  going  Co  make,  and  of  the  de- 
sign of  the  said  army  m making  that  march, 

Article  II. 

“ Hint  whereas,  in  or  about  the  month  of 
May  1713,  a traiterous  design  was  carried 
on  betweeu  Henry  Sl  John  esquire,  then  one 
of  her  said  late  majesty’s  principal  secretaries, 
of  state,  and  other  evil-disposed  persons,  and 
the  niinislers  of  France,  to  defeat  the  just  ex- 
pectation of  the  great  advaatages  over  the  com- 
mon enemy  her  majesty  nnd  tlie  nation  bad 
then  reason  to  hope  for,  from  the  great  supe- 
riority of  the  confederate  forces  in  die  Nether- 
lauds  ; to  obtain  which,  very  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney had  been  cheerfully  contributed  by  par- 
liament : and,  to  that  end  the  said  Heacy  St. 
Jolin  had  given  secret  assurances  to  the  French 
ministers,  ‘ That  her  majesty’s  general  in  the 
‘Netherlands,  though  uuder  tlie  most  solemn 
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' Kith  Oiealli^  should  not  act  ngainstFraace;’ 
Had  had  also  engaged  the  said  duke  of  Ormnad 
tu  concur  in  (he  suid  tviclced  i>ur|ios8  ; wliich 
evil  practices  of  the  said  ilenr,v  St.  John  and 
others,  wlien  the;  were  first  suspected,  giving 
the  greatest  alarm  to  the  ministers  of  the  allies, 
the  parliament,  and  to  the  whole  kingdom,  and 
beiug  tUcrcupoD  openly  disavowed  and  denied 
by  all  the  conspirators  in  die  most  public  . 
manner ; be  the  said  James  duke  ofOrmond,  in  I 
order  t>>  disguise  and  conceal  fiom  hersnid  late  ' 
majesty  and  the  whole  kingdom  the  said  traitor* 
ousdesigiu,  thenoarrnog  oa  by  the  said  lieary 
Sc.  Jolui  and  nthcr  huse  traitors  to  iier  majesty 
and  their  conniry,  in  aid  and  cumfurt  of  the 
French  king,  then  in  open  wuc  with,  and  an 
enemy  of  tier  said  m.ijescy,  did,  by  his  letter  uf 
the  35th  uf  May  17 13,  to  the  said  Henry  SC. 
Jotin,  then  lier  mujosiy’s  principal  socrciary  of 
state,  called  liis|mhlic  letter,  because  prepared 
and  imciided  to  oe  read  before  her  said  majesty 
and  her  council,  wickedly,  falsely  and  treacher- 
ously, abuse  and  imiiosc  uponlier  said  lute  ma- 
jesty and  her  council,  hy  affirming  and  decl.-tring 
therein,  ‘ Xhat,  if  ha  found  an  opportunity  to 

* bring  the  enemy  n a battle,  be  should  sot 
‘ decline  jt although,  hy  a private  letter  writ 
by  the  said  James  duka  of  Ormond,  of  the 
Siuoe  date,  and  to  the  said  Henry  St.  John,  de- 
signed to  be  read  b^  the  said  Henry  Sr.  John 
and  (be  said  conspirators  only,  he  the  said 
James  duke  of  Ormoud,  did  on  (he  contrarv, 
wickedly  promise  and  engage,  * That  be  would 
‘ not  attack  or  molest  die 'French  army,  or  eu* 

• gage  in  auy  siege  against  France.’ 

AbticlsIU. 

"That  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond, 
in  or  aboQt  the  month  of  June  1713,  being  at 
that  time  general  of  her  majesty’s  forces  against 
Ftnnce,  and  n subject  of  her  said  majesty,  not 
CQosidering  the  duty  of  his  ollegiiince,  but  tinv- 
ing  altogether  wiihtlrnwn  the  cordial  love  and 
due  ob^ien(»  which  every  laithful  subject 
owed  to  her  said  majesty,  and  devoiiog  himself 
to  the  service  of  France,  and  designing  to  give 
aid  aud  comfort  to  the  French  king  and  his  sub- 
jects, then  in  opeu  war  with,  and  enemiea  to 
her  said  late  majesty,  in  violatioti  of  the  many 
treaties  of  alliance  betweea  Great  Briiain  and 
MveiTil  other  priaces  and  states,  for  earryieg  on 
the  war  agaiint  France,  and  of  the  said  late 
queen'tiiiscructions  to  iiiia,  on  or  about  the  7ih 
of  April  171*1,  underthesign  manual ; in  pni^ 
suauce  thereof,  and  of  die  solemn  declarations 
he  hod  but  lately  before,  by  her  said  majesty’s 
«ommand,  and  in  her  name,  made  to  the  pen- ' 
aionary  of  IloUoud  and  the  genemis  of  the  can- 
federate  army,  to  push  on  Che  war  with  all  pos- 
sible vigour ; and  also  in  open  and  manifest 
violation  of  the  la‘C  orders  sent  to  him  in  a let- 
-ter  from  the  uid  Henry  St.  Jubn,  on  ur  about 
the  7th  of  June  1713,  whereby  he  the  said 
James  duke  of  Ormond  was  directed,  * Tomnke 
‘ no  cessation  of  anus  with  the  French,  unless 
' (b«  article*  demanded  by  her  iriBjetty,aDd  ev 
< {Tt^y  epd  set  idoyrp^m^dwj^d  . 
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‘ letter,  as  the  canditions  for  the  said  cessation, 
‘should  be  complied  witli  by  France;’  and 
nheieby  lie  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond 
wua  likewise  fonfaor  expressly  directed  and  told, 
‘ That  in  case  the  eouditions  therein  meutiooed 
‘ wore  not  complierl  witli  by  France,  that  liien 
‘ he  was  entirely  free  from  restraint,  and  at  li- 
‘berty  to  tnkeu  reasonable  measures  in  his 
‘ power  for  annoying  the  enemy,  and  at  full  ii- 
‘ berty  of  acting  against  France did,  ou  or 
about  die  S5ib  uf  Jane,  aforesaid,  falsely,  ma- 
liciously, wickedly,  and  traitorously,  aid,  help, 
assist,  and  adhere  to  the  French  kiag,  against 
her  said  Iste  majesty,  and  then  in  open  war 
with  her  majesty ; and,  in  execution  i>f  hb  said 
aiding,  helping,  assisting,  and  adhering,  and 
in  pursuance  of  a wicked  promise  ho  had  se- 
cretly made  the  same  duy  to  marsLsl  Villars, 
general  of  (he  French  army,  to  tluit  purpose, 
maliciously,  falsely,  and  Cruiterously,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  hU  alle^ance  and  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  reahn,  did  advise,  and  codc.-i- 
vuur  CO  persuade,  the  generals  of  (be  coni'v- 
derate  army  ngainst  France,  and  the  deputies 
of  Che  States  Generul,  to  raise  the  siegeof  Ques- 
noy,  a I’rench  town  iliun  besieged  liy  them  ; 
and  did  then  further,  Iraiierously  aud  wickedly, 
refoso  CO  net  enyjonger  against  France;  aud 
then  also,  trniterously  and  wickedly,  Cold  the 
said  generals  of  thesaid  confederate  forces,  end 
(he  said  Stales  depmies,  ‘ That  he  coold  no 
‘longer  cover  ilie  siege  of  Quesnoy  ; but  was 
'obliged,  by  his  iiistructinns,  to  march  off  with 
' the  queen's  troops,  and  those  in  lier  majesty's 
‘ pay:'  Whereas  iiuruih,  and  tlieCoinmonsex- 
pressly  charge,  Thai  be  the  said  James  duke  of 
Urmond  did  traiterously  and  wickedly  make 
(he  said  declaration,  aud  refused  to  act  against 
France,  in  manifest  contradiction  not  only  to 
his  said  original  orders,  but  alto  of  thesaid  tetter 
to  bias  of  the  7tb  of  June  from  the  said  Henry 
Sc.  John  : sbee  none  of  the  articles  detnandetl 
by  lier  mqiesiy  for  a cessaiiuu  of  arms,  imd  ex- 
pressed in  tlie  Slid  letter  to  he  the  conditioos 
without  which  ou  ce!,satioD  of  aims  was  to  b« 
made,  had  been  complied  with  by  France. 
Aud,  in  further  execution  of  his  said  traiterous 
designs,  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormoud, 
by  alerter  to  thesaid  marshal  Villars  on  the 
S5lh  of  June  aforesaid,  did  trtuterously  and 
'wickedlysend  intelligence  to  the  said  marshal 
Villarsof  cite  beforemeotioned  passages  between 
liim  thesaid  James  duke  uf  Ormoud,  and  th* 

fenerals  of  the  confederate  army  and  the  States 
>epucies,andfaow  liis  propositions  were  receiv- 
ed by  them  ; and  also  of  ilie  disposition  lie  ob- 
serve in  tlie  foreign  troops  to  adhere  tu  thesaid 
confederates,  in  case  of  a separation  by  the 
troops  of  Great  Brilaiu. 

AariciE  IV. 

“ That  he  the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond 
did  not  only  wickedly  and  falsely  affirm  to  (he 
generals  ofche  confederate  army  and  the  States 
deputies,  ‘ That  his  said  refusal  to  act  any 
' longer  ogaiosC  France,  and  to  cover  the  siege 
‘ ofjQueuoy,  was  ip  pureuanpc  of  iastiuciiout 
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< he  bRd  received  for  thet  purpose  but  also, 
(□induce  ihe  said  genenilsof  the  confederate 
army  and  the  Ssaies  deputies  to  caioply  tviih 
bis  propusol  Co  llmin  to  uliandou  the  siege : 
lu  lue  said  James  dulte  of  Onueiid  did  tvidt- 
ediy  represent  tfieir  uotupliance  therein  as 
the  most  eOeccuut  tvayto  induce  hersaid  late 
majesty  to  tahe  care  of  the  said  coniederatss 
iacerest  at  tbc  peace  ; whereby  lie  tbs  said 
James  duke  of  Uruiond  did,  iu  eOecr,  ihresicD 
hersaid  majesCy’sgoud  fiieudsaadallit‘3,  ‘ That, 
' unless  they  would  disbonoucidily  ubaudon  an 

* enterprise  undertaken  by  cominoo  consent, 
‘ uud  thereby  save  a strong  fortress  nnd  a iiu* 
‘ merous  garrison  of  the  enemy,  Urey  were  not 
■ to  expect  tlmt  her  majesty  would  take  care  of 

* their  interests  at  tiic  gcnentl  peace.’ 

Article  V. 

“ That  be  tha  said  James  duke  of  Ormood 
faaviug  received  a letter,  dated  on  or  about  the 
14th  of  July  >712,  from  tlic  said  marshal  Vih 
lars  tho  French  gcucral,  desiring  * To  be  in- 

* foriocd  tvjiat  trnops  remained  in  tbeconfedcr- 

* ate  iirmy,  or  what  troops  and  generals  marched 
‘off  from  them  with  biia  the  said  duke:  and 
‘ declaring,  at  the  same  lime,  that  ibe  reason  of 
' that  inquiry  was  in  order  to  fall  upon  and  at- 
' tick  the  seid  confedernte  army be  tbe  said 
James  duke  of  Ormund,  on  or  about  the  Ititb 
day  of  July  1732,  did,tr8iteroufly,and  wickedly, 
contrary  to  tJieduty  of  a true  and  fnitbrul  sub- 
ject,‘and  contrary  to  hisullegianceand  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  realm,  aid,  help,  assist,  and 
adhere  to,  theseidFreoeb  kingaoil  his  subjects, 
agaiast  her  said  late  mejesty,  and  then  in  open 
warwitb,  and  enemies  Co,  hersaid  late  majesty  ; 
and,  ia  executinu  of  bis  said  aiding,  belpiag, 
aisistiog,  and  udliering,  he  the  said  James  duke 
ofOrmondou  or  about  the  said  !6tb  dnyof  July 
>7lS,  did  traiteruuslT  send  secret  intelligence 
tn  tbe  said  marshal  { illiirs,  tiie  general  of  the 
Freud)  army,  of  tbe  number  of  tbe  troops  that 
bad  left  tbe  said  coufederaie  army,  and  alto  of 
the  toarcii  llie  s-tid  confederate  onuy  had  that 
mnniiogmade. 

Article  VI. 

“ And  whereas  he  the  said  James  duke  of 
Ormoud  bad  receired  advice  that  the  States 
General,  in  or  about  the  month  of  October 
1712,  had  Ibrmed  a design  to  surprise  and  take 
the  conns  of  Newport  ami  Fumes,  or  mie  .of 
lliem,  llieo  in  the  possession  ofthel'rencb  king; 
that  lie  tbe  sai'l  James  duke  urOrmomt,  intend- 
ing tu  strengthen  die  imnde  uf  the  common 
enemy,  by  dufeatiiig  the  said  enterprise,  did,  on 
orahout  tlie  21st  diyof  October  1712,  in  a 
letter  to  the  said  Henry  Sl  John,  llien  viscount 
Ooliogbrokc,  wickedly  aad  basely  suggest  to 
end  edrise  her  said  late  majesty  to  send  secret 
intelligence  of,  and  to  betray,  the  said  counsels 
end  desigai  offacr  gnod  and  faiihroi  allies  tbc 
States  Genera!,  to  the  Freucb  king,  tlien  in  tbe 
•ar  with,  and  an  enemy  to,  her  majesty ; and 
did  further  wickedly  and  shamefully  suggest  tbe 


l?15.->t;tga^  the  Zfute  of  Ormond. 

. by  giving  private  iatelligeoce  of  the  design  to 
the  snid  marshal  Viliam.  All  which  crimes  and 
misdemeanure  were  committed  end  done  by  him 
the  said  James  duke  uf  Ormond,  against  our 
late  sovereign  lady  ifan  queen,  her  ciown  and 
dignity,  the  peace  and  interest  of  tius  kingdum 
and  in  breach  of  the  several  trusts  reposed  in 
bin)  the  said  duke;  and  be  the  said  James  duke 
of  Ormond  was  general  of  ber  majesty's  forces 
in  the  Netlicrlands,  and  one  of  her  privy  coun- 
cil, during  ibe  time  ilint  all  and  every  tlie  crimes 
before  sec  forth  were  done  and  committed : fur 
which  mstiersand  things,  die  knigiits,  citizens, 
and  bui^BSes  of  the  House  of  Commoos,  iu 
pnrlioment'assembied,  do, in  tlie  name  of  them- 
selves and  of  all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
iinpeaefa  tho  said  James  duke  of  Ormond  of 
high  treason,  and  otiicr  high  crimes  and  aiisde- 
meonora,  in  tlic  said  Articles  contained. 

“ And  the  said  Commnos,  by  protestetioD 
saving  to  themselves  the  liberty  of  exhibiting, 
at  any  time  bereaiier,  auy  otlier  accusatiuus  or 
impeacbments  against  die  said  James  duke  of 
Ormond,  end  of  replying  to  tbe  answers  which 
the  said  James  duke  of  Ormond  siioJI  make 
to  Uie  premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  any  im- 
peachment or  accusation  that  shall  be  by  them 
exhibited,  according  to  the  course  and  pro- 
ceedings of  ^iriiaraeDi ; do  pray,  tiutt  tbe  said 
James  tkke  of  O.’monh  be  put  to  answer  all 
and  every  tbe  premises  ; and  ibst  such  pro- 
ceedings, examinations,  trials.  Rad  judgments, 
mav  im  upon  them,  and  every  of  tlisin,  had 
Bail  used,  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  law  and  jus- 
tice. And  Oiey  do  further  prey  aad  demand, 
dint  tbe  said  James  duke  of  Ormmid  may  be 
sequestered  from  parluusenl,  and  fortliwitb 
committed  to  safe  custody." 

The  Duke  tf  Ormond  Oeitig  gone  off  itaho 
ot/aiated.]  Hut  the  duke  of  Ormniid  on  the 
21st  of  July  before,  emborkiug  privately  on 
hoard  a vessel  on  tbe  Kentish  coast,  landed  in 
three  days  in  France:  upon  which  the  Com- 
mons, August  the  lOih,  ordered  a Gill  to  bo 
brou^tio  caiunimon  and  attaint  him  in  like 
manner  as  tbe  lord  visciiuut  Bolingbrokc. 

TA«  DutcArs*  tf  Orman<ri  Petition  to  cri- 
UtTge  the  Duke't  time for  uppeoraurr-]  Aug.  18. 
A Petition  of  tbc  most  noble  Mary  dutcliess  of 
Ormund,  wife  uf  Ids  grace  James  duke  of  Oi^- 
niund,  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  read;  setting  forth,  “ That,  her  husband 
tlie  said  duke  being  beyond  Kca,  the  uncer- 
ininty  of  finding  him  out,  and  the  ilitbcuky  of 
giving  him  notice  of  tlie  bill  depciiding  in  this 
House,  to  Btlainthini  of  Higb-Treuson  unless 
be  readers  himself  by  the  tenth  of  September 
&ext,is  so  great,  that  it  will  be  almost  impos- 
sible jbr  hun  so  to  do,  in  so  short  a time and 
praying  “In  regard,  the  estate,  the  bfc,  the  ho- 
nour, of  a peer  of  Great  Britain,  andihcwel- 
fare  of  so  noble  and  ancient  n family,  is  at 
stake:  that  this  House  will  give  him  a larger 
time  for  rendering  htmKif,  that  be  ruay  have 
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the  world  of  bU  ionocence,  os  to  die  aiiues 
whereof  he  ii  impeached.’’ 

And  the  statute  of  17  Car.  2,  fur  attaintinj; 
Thomas  Doleman,  .Toscpb  Bamptield,  ond 
Thomas  Scot,  of  high>treasoD,  if  they  render 
not  lliemsclves  by  aday,  hsioe  rend;  nnd  de- 
bate touching  the  said  Dulchets’s  ro<jue>l ; 
Ordered,  That  the  snid  petitioa  do  lie  un  the 
table.  Ordered,  niBt,  for  the  safety ''fliis  ma- 
jesty's persoQ  asd  goreriimcnt,  this  Ilmise  »ill 
proceed  further  this  day  upon  the  above  men- 
tioned bill : That  the  IIousc  bp  now  put  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House  upon  the 
•aid  bill. 

Froletlt  against  the  Bills  n/  Affainder 
ogoiruf  Lord  Bolingbrokc  aad  th»  Duke  oj 
Orioand.]  Aug.  18.  The  Bill  intituled  “ An 
act  for  the  attainder  of  Henry  viscount 
Bolingbrole,  of  High-Treason,  unless  he  shall  | 
render,  himself  tn  Justice  by  a day  certain 
therein  mentioned,”  vras  rend  a third  time. 

The  question  was  put,  whether  thishillshall 
pass  ? It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient, 

1st,  Because  wc  cannot  gjve  our  consent 
to  the  terming,  that  the  lord  to  bp  attainted  by 
this  bill  is  fled  from  Justice,  being  known  (o 
hare  left  England  before  he  was  intpeached  in 

rrliament  ; nor  does  it  appear  to  us,  that  the 
d so  impeached  has  hod  any  summons  to  re- 
turn, or  legal  notice,  by  proclamation  or  other- 
wise, of  the  chorgG  brought  up  against  him. 

2dly,  Becanse  no  particular  proofs  have 
been  laid  before  the  House  of  any  high  trea- 
son, or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanors  with 
which  he  stands  charged  ; nor  has  any  evidence 
been  given  to  ibis  House  of  bis  adhering  to  the 
king's  enemies;  or  being  coiicenied  in  any 
traiierooe  design  since  be  left  England. 

” Sdly,  Because  cbe  time  prescribed  for  hit 
return  is  mucti  shorter  than  what  has  been  al- 
lowed to  persons  in  like  circumstances  of  sup- 
posed guilt,  though  of  far  meaner  condition 
and  character ; nor  do  we  know  or  believe, 
that  tliere  is  any  instanre  of  any  person  what- 
soever, who  was  out  of  the  kiugdum  at  the 
time  of  Ills  being  impeached  in  parliament, 
who  has  not  had  a longer  day  assigned  for  his 
retum,  before  he  was  to  stand  and  be  adjudged, 
attainted,  or  actually  incur  any  other  high  pains 
aad  penalties  inflicted  by  act  of  parliament. 

“ And  we  think  such  allowance  of  a longer 
day,  in  the  case  of  attainders  by  parliament, 
to  be  much  more,  reasonable,  as  it  is  aereeahie, 
aot  only  to  parliamentary  usage,  but  to  tlie 
tneihuds  of  common  law,  in  all  cases  of  one- 
Inwry,  whereby  more  months  are  allowed  to  tlie 
most  notorious  traitor  (known  to  be  fled  from 
jastice)  for  his  coming  in,  before  his  outlawry 
can  be  recurdeii,  than  this  act  allows  weeks,  to 
the  lonl  impeached,  for  his  retnrnine  before  his 
attainder  takes  place. — Fra.  Cestnens' ; Comp- 
ton ; Stafford  ; Ashburuham ; Lansdowoe ; 
Scarsdale;  Foley;  Abingdon;  Weston;  Cla- 
rendon; Willoughby  de  Broke;  Jmey;  Ba- 
thurst; i^aahM;Fr.  |Uffen’.|’’  | ^ ^ ^ 


Then  the  bill  intituled.  '■  An  net  for  the  at- 
tainder of  J.imes  duke  ”f  Ormond,  of  iligh- 
Treajon,  uiil.-:$  he  susll  render  Imnsflf  to  jus- 
tice, by  a day  certain  tlvrein  menii«iied,"wa9 
rcaduiliir.l  time  ; the  question  w.ss  put,  whe- 
ther this  bill  .‘•bidl  pass?  Contents  o').  Not 
C‘''ntcius  28.  it  wus  resoired  in  die  affir- 

" Ilissentient, 

” For  the  reasons  given  against  the  bill  in- 
tituled, All  act  fur  the  attainder  of  Henry 
visoiiuiit  Bolingbrake.  of  High-Treason,  unless 
he  shall  render  hia.soif  to  Justice,  by  a dny 
certain  thrrein  meiitinned. — Scursii.ile  : (leo. 
Bull)  and  Wells ; Fra.  C'esiriens’ : Bathurst ; 
Masham  ; Compton;  Foiey;  Stntford;  Lniis- 
dowiie;  Asbbiimliam  ; Wilioughhyde  Broke; 
Fr.  Roffen' ; Aliingdoii ; Weston  ; Clnrciidoii." 

ArTICLIS  or  IvCtaCHSIEKT  AGAliesT  TBE 

Earoof  STRAFPOao.]  August  SI.  Mr.  It.  Wal- 
pole from  the  Comtuitteeof Secrecy,  acquainted 
the  House,  That  the  Committee  Imd,  in  obedi- 
enceto  the  commands  of  the  House,  prepared 
Article  of  Impeachment  of  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors against  Thomas  carl  of  Scroflord; 
and  lie  read  Che  same  in  his  pluce  and  after- 
wards delivered  cfaem  in  at  the  clerk’s  table  ; 
where  they  were  read.  Then  it  was  ordered, 

I That  the  said  Articles  be  read  a second  time, 
article  by  article.  Ami  the  same  were  read 
accordingly ; And  Che  said  Articles  were,  upon 
the  qncstion  severally  put  iheieupon,  ugiet’d 
unCn  by  the  House,  and  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  ; nnd  that  a clause  be  prepared,  sav- 
ing liberty  to  the  Commons,  co  exiiibit  any  far- 
ther Articles  against  the  said  Thomas  earl  of 
Stratford,  and  that  he  may  be  put  co  answer 
the  said  crimes  and  misdemeanuurs. 

September  1.  The  said  clause  was  offered  to 
the  House, rend,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  with  the  Articles  Of  Impeachment ; 
which  being  done  accordingly,  the  Said  engross- 
ed Articles  were  read,  and  it  was  ordered, 
Tlial  Mr.  Aislaby  do  carry  the  s.vid  Articles 
(o  the  Lords ; which  he  did  accordingly.  Tits 
said  Articles  are  ns  follow : 

ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT,  of  High 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors,  against  THO- 
MAS Earl  nf  STRAFFORD. 

"Wlicreas  his  late  majesty  killi'  Withain 
the  Third,  of  ever  glorious  memory,  out  of  his 
great  wisdom  and  tender  rc^rd  for  his  own 
kingdoms  and  the  Procescaiil  succession,  and 
to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  na- 
tion, (hen  aflfooted  by  France,  in  pracleiming 
the  Pretender  king  of  Great  Britain,  after  the 
French  king  had  but  lately  before  ackiinw- 
IcOged  bis  majesty’s  title  to  the  same,  as  well 
as  from  a just  concern  for  the  preservation  of 
die  liberties  of  Europe,  agninat  the  growing 
power  of  France,  wbicli  was  clitn  bicotne 
more  forniidahli  from  the  duke  of  Anjou's  Lav- 
ing taken  possession  of  die  entire  Spanish  mo- 
narcy,  did,  upon  the  advice  and  request  of  both 
.Honsei  of  FarliameDt^  iu  or  about  the  uootb 
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of  Sep(«ml>er  1701,  enterinto,  malie,  and  cad> 
elude,  a treaty  niili  Leopold  emperor  of  Ger- 
many and  tbe  Stales  UenersU  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces ; wherein  a strict  conjunction  and  al- 
liance nmobgst  themselves  being  thonght  ne- 
cessary for  repelling  the  greatness  of  the  com- 
iui>u  danger,  it  was,  amongst  other  things, 
agreed,  “ That  there  should  be  and  continue, 
^tween  the  said  confcderaies,  a constant,  per- 
petual, and  inviolable  frieiidsbip  and  corres- 
pondence; and  that  each  party  should  be 
obliged  to  promote  ibeadvant^es  of  tiie  other,  ' 
and  prevent  all  inconveuieiices  and  dangers 
that  might  happen  to  them,  as  far  as  lay  in  (heir 
power  ; That  the  add  allies,  desiring  notbing 
more  eaniestly  than  the  peace  and  general 
ijuiec  of  all  Europe,  had  adjadEcd,  that  no- 
tliing  could  be  more  effectual  for  the  establish-  i 
ment  tiiereof,  than  the  procuring  an  equitable  ' 
and  reasonable  satisfaction  to  his  imperial  ma-  ; 
jeaiy  for  his  pretensions  to  the  Spanish  sue-  ' 
cession ; and  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States  General  might  obtain  a particular 
and  sufficient  security  for  their  kingdoms,  pro- 
vinces, and  dumuiiiins,  and  for  the  navigation 
and  coinmeree  of  their  subjects:  That  it  should 
not  be-peimiuod  to  either  party,  when  tlie  war 
is  once  begun,  to  treat  of  peace  with  the  enemy, ' 
unless  jointly  and  by  a communication  of  coun- 
cils ; and  bo  peace  should  be  made,  un- 
less an  equitable  and  reasonable  satisfaction 
for  his  imperial  majesty,  and  a particular  se- 
curity fur  the  kingdoms,  provinces,  dominioos, 
navigation,  ami  commerce,  of  bis  majesty  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Slates  Genera),  be  lirsi 
ebuined;  and  unless  care  betaken,  by  fitting 
security,  that  the  kingdoms  of  Trance  and 
Spain  shall  never  come  and  be  united  under 
foesuine  governmeui,  nor  that  one  nud  the 
same  person  shall  he  king  uf  both  kingdoms. 
And  whereas  liis  said  late  majesty  king  William 
and  the  States  Geoeral,  seriously  considering 
that  France  was  tlien  become  so  formidable, 
from  the  accession  of  Spain  to  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  world, 
Europe  was  in  danger  of  losing  her  liberty, 
and  undei^oing  the  heavy  yoke  of  universal 
tnuoarchy  ; and  that  cite  surest  means  of  ef- 
fecting that  design  were,  to  divide  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  front  the  Stetes  General,  for 
which  purpose  all  imaginable  efforts  would  be 
made;  they  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to 
unite  in  the  strictest  manner  that  was  possible ; 
anrl,  to  that  end,  a defensive  treaty  anil  alliance 
was  concluded  and  entered  into  lietweenthem, 
in  or  about  November  1701,  wherein  amnnest  ■ 
other  things,  it  was  lurtlier  agreed,  ‘ That  by  I 
‘ the  alliance  with  the  emperor,  made  in  Sep-  I 
' tember  then  last,  particular  care  being  taken 
* fur  the  recovery  of  the  Spanish  Low  C>un-  | 
‘ tiies  out  of  the  haads  of  the  must  Clirislian  ' 
' king,  the  said  confederates  expressly  engaged  i 
I 'to aid  one  another  with  all  ibeir  forces  for  I 
' the  recovery  uf  llie  same ; and  in  regard  the  ' 
' principal  interest  of  the  said  confederates 
‘ coasi,ied  in  the  preservation  of  the,  liberties 
*of Europe,  'tot)'' 

Voi,.  VU.  I 


1715.— (he  Earl  qf  Stroford,  (I4G 
r with  the  eiDpewr  shall  be  faithfully  and  sin- 
‘ cerely  executed,  nod  both  sides  shall  guoran- 
‘ tee  the  same,  and  use  their  endeavours,  cocon- 
' firm  and  reutler  it  more  strong  from  time  to 
‘ lime:  Tlmt,  in  making  peace,  particular  care' 

‘ shall  he  taken  of  the  commerce  nod  traffic, 

‘ of  both  nations,  and  also  for  their  security 
‘ ns  well  ill  regard  to  the  Low  Countries  as 

* to  the  countries  adjacent : That,  when  the 
‘ war  is  begun,  the  confederates  shall  act  in 

< concert,  according  to  the  seventh  aud  oghth 

< articles  of  the  treaty  of  the  3rd  of  March 
‘ 1667'8,  between  England  and  ilolland,  which 
‘ was  thereby  renewed  and  confirnied ; and 
‘ no  peace  nor  truce,  or  suspension  of  arms, 

‘ aliall  l>e  negociated  or  mode,  but  according, to 

■ (he  nintli  and  tenth  articles  of  that  treaty  ; 

‘ by  which  it  was  agredd,  that,  when  the  two 
‘allies  came  once  loan  open  war,  it  shall  be 
‘ lawful  for  neither  of  them  afferwards  to  come 
‘ to  any  cessation  of  amts  with  him  who  shell 

■ bedeebred  and  proclaimed  an  enemy,  n ith- 
‘ out  it  be  done  conjointly  and  with  common 
‘ consent ; that  no  ucgotiatiou  of  peace  shall 
‘ be  set  on  foot  by  one  of  the  allies,  without 
‘ the  concurrence  of  theotlier;  that  each  ally 
‘ shall  continually,  and  front  time  to  time,  im- 
'part  to  the  other  every  thing  tliat  shall  pass  in 
‘ thesaid  negotiation;  and  shall  stipulate  with 
‘ the  common  enemy  for  thesatne  ngbcs,  iotmu- 
‘ nities,  exemptions,  and  prerogatives,  fur  bis 
' ally,  as  be  siiouid  do  for  himself,  if  so  be  said 
‘ allies  du  not  agree  to  the  contrary.’  And 
whereas  the  French  king,  having  got  posses- 
sion of  a great  part  of  the  Spanish  dominions, 
exercised  an  absolute  authority  over  tiiat  nit^ 
narchy,  having  seired  Milan  and  the  Spanish 
Low  Countries  by  liis  armies,  and  made  himself 
master  of  Cadiz  and  of  tlie  entrance  into  the 
Mediterranenu,  and  of  the  ports  of  the  Spanish 
West  Indies,  by  his  fleets,  every  wliere  designing 
to  invade  tite  liberiiesof£urupe,and  loobstruct 
the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce ; and, 
instead  of  giving  Uie  saii-raciion  iliat  wasjusdy 
expectcil,  had  proceeded  to  furtlier  violcncea 
and  iodigmiies;  and,  having  iuAuenced  Spain  - 
CO  Dckniiwledge  the  Pretender,  end  thereby  to 
cunenr  with  him  in  the  SHidaflVunt;  beriacw 
sacred  majesty  queen  Anne,  tuking  notice, 

* that  she  luuiid  herself  obliged,  fur  mainiaiiiiDg 
' the  public  faith,  for  vindicating  the  hunour  uf 
‘ the  crown,  itml  to  prevent  (liemiscliiers  which 
‘ ail  Europe  were  ihre«ti-ned  with,  to  dtclare 
' war  agaiiisc  France  and  Spain,’  did  accord- 
ingly, in  the  momh  of  May  1703,  in  the  most 
public  end  sulemo  manner  prorlaim  the  same; 
as  hi-  imperial  majesty  and  tlie  States  General 
did  likewise  do,  iu  or  about  the  said  month  of 
May,  in  pursuance  of  the  befiircnteniioaed 
treaties.  And  whereas  many  kings,  princes, 
and  states  of  Europe,  being  invited  by  the  said 
grand  alliance,  and  retying  on  the  fsiili  cl.ereu^ 
did  afterwards  become  parties  to  ibv  said  con- 
federate war  against  France  and  Spam ; and,  in 
the  treaty  entered  iuto  in  or  about  the  inomliof 
May  1703,  ^tween  his  imperiui  mnjesty,  the 

C^rtii,  uiA 
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the  king  of  Ponugal,  it  was,  amongst  other 
thiugs,  expressly  stipulated,  ‘ That  no  peace  or 

* trues  shall  be  made,  but  by  the  mutual  con- 
' sent  of  ail  the  r^nfederates ; nor  shall  any  at 
< any  time  be  made,  whilst  the  second  graod- 

* son  of  tbe  most  Christian  king,  the  dauphin 
' or  any  other  prince  of  the  line  at  France,  coii- 

* linued  in  Spain.’  And  whereas,  to  give  the 
greatest  strength  that  was  possible  to  the  Union 
so  necessary  to  both  nations,  her  late  majesty 
aud  the  States,  by  a treaty  in  the  month  of 
June  1703,  renewed  and  coofimied  all  treaties 
and  alliances  then  sabststing  between  Uieni ; 
and,  to  the  end  a just  and  reasonable  peace 
might  the  better  be  obtuined,  that  might  estn- 
biish  the  repose  and  tranquillity  of  Europe,  it 
was  agreed,  that  neither  ol  the  said  allies  should 
make  n suspension  of  anna  or  a peace  with 
France  nr  Spain,  but  in  conjunction  and  by 
coiomon  consent.  And  whereas  the  said  war 
was  for  sercifil  years  carried  on  with  vigour 
and  unanimity,  at  a vast  expence  of  blood  and 
treasure ; for  the  support  of  which,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  many  aiillions  were  granted 
by  parliament,  who,  on  many  occasions,  ex- 
pressed their  sense  of  the  justice  of  it,  and  fre- 
quently gat  e their  bumble  advice  to  the  tlwone, 

* That  no  pence  could  he  safe,  honoumble,  or 

* lasting,  BO  long  as  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
‘ continued  in  any  branch  of  ibehnuse  ofBnur- 

* bon.”  And  wMreas  the  just  cause  of  her 
nuyesty  and  her  allies,  in  deteiice  of  the  com- 
mon liberty,  and  in  vindication  of  the  honour 
m‘  the  crown  of  Great  BritRin,  wns  favoured  by 
the  Divine  Providence  witli  unparalleled  success 
and  signal  victories,  whereby,  as  well  os  by  the 
wisdum  nuri  unanimity  of  their  councils,  the 
reputation  of  the  confederate  arms  was  highly 
advanced,  and  Great  Britain  was  esteemed  the 
guardian  of  the  libenics  of  Europe.  And 
whereas,  from  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
sdaiis  of  the  allies,  notliiog  remained,  io  all 
human  appearance,  but  that  they  should  reap  , 
tlie  fruiUof  all  their  victories,  in  a speedy,  just, 
honourable,  an'l  las'iug  pence;  niid  on  the 
other  band  nutbing  was  left  to'  raise  the  hopes 
of  the  enemy,  wliereby  to  defeat  that  floppy 
prospect,  but  bis  secret  endeavours  Ui  disunite 
the  confederacy.  And  whereas  divers  evil- 
minded  persons,  enemies  to  the  true  interests 
of  their  own  country  as  well  as  to  the  common 
liberties  and  welfare  of  Europe,  having,  by 
many  wicked  arts  and  base  iusinuations,  ob- 
tains access  to  her  late  majesty  queen  Anne, 
and  being  admitted  into  her  councils  and  into 
places  of  the  highest  trust,  and  liaviug  formed 
a wicked  and  treacrerous  corrcspoudence  with 
the  emissaries  of  France,  und  set  on  foot  a pri- 
vate and  destructive  negotiation  of  peace,  there- 
by intending  lo  weaken  and  dissolve  th:  con- 
federacy, which  had  so  long  and  happily  sub- 
sisted, between  her  majesty  and  her  good  and 
faithful  elites,  to  the  honour  and  stifecy  of  the 
nation;  hail  prevailed  upon  her  said' late  ma- 
jasiy,  for  that  purpose,  to  declare  her  resolu- 
tiou  of  entering  tutu  a treaty  of  peace  with  the 
cuiBRiun  ene»^iaasiq6p..tjift,SOftw«f 


ition  of  all  her  majesty’s  allies;  and  also  to  ap- 
point John  then  loid  bisliop  of  Bristol  and 
Thomas  enrl  of  Strafford  her  plenipotentiaries, 
totransact  tlie  sQtneat Utrecht.  And  whereas 
her  sacred  majesty,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaties 
she  stood  engaged  in,  and  of  her  declaration  io 
the  month  uf  April  1711  lo  the  Grand  Peo- 
sionury  and  the  other  ministers  ef  Holland, 
being  still  detenniued,  in  making  peace  as  in 
making  war,  to  act  in  perfect  concert  with  her 
allies,  and,  in  conjunction  with  them,  le  de- 
mand and  procure  from  France  a just  satisfac- 
tion for  all  their  pretensions,  according  to,  aud 
io  performaDce  o^  the  many  solemn  treaties 
and  alliances  then  aubsistiog  between  her  ma- 
jesty and  them,  did,  io  punuance  thereof,  by 
iier  instructions  under  i(ie  sign  manual,  dated 
the  Slsc  of  October  1711,  to  bim  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  her  ambassador  ex- 
traordinary and  plntipotenciary  to  die  States 
General,  direct  him,  “ That,  during  the  course 
of  the  then  intended  negnliatioii  of  peace,  it 
must  be  the  must  careful  eudeavour  and  the 
fixed  principle  of  all  the  confederates,  to  bold 
fast  tugetber,in  order  to  obtain  from  tbe  enemy 
the  utmost  which  could  be  hoped  for  in  the 
;wesent  circumstances  of  affairs;  and  chat  he 
might  assure  the  confederates,  that  her  majesty 
on  her  part  would  firmly  adhere  to  that  rule; 
and  that  slie  was  so  fur  from  making  peace 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  States  General, 
that  she  had  declared  her  £nn  resolution,  not 
to  make  it  without  their  salibtiiction;”  And 
' also,  by  her  instrocuons  under  (he  sigp  manual 
CO  the  said  then  bishop  of  Bristol  and  him  the 
said  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  her  plenipoten- 
tiaries,  to  treat  of  a gond  aud  general  peace, 

I her  said  majesty,  amongst  adier  things,,  did  di- 
' reel  them,  ' Upon  their  arrival  nt  Utrecht,  to 

* concert  with  the  ministers  of  the  allies,  ia 
' what  manner  it  might  be  most  proper  to  open 

• Che  conferences,  and  what  method  to  observe 

< in  the  progress  of  the  treaty ; upon  tiiat  and 
‘ all  otlier  occasions,  earnestly  to  represent  to 
' those  uiiuisters  the  great  iuiporlauce  of  ap- 
‘ peariiig  united  ; and,  for  that  reason,  to  te- 

< commend  to  them,  that,  if  auy  difference  or 
' dispute  should  arise,  the  same  should  be  ac- 

< comuiodaied  amongst  themselves,  iliat  France 
' might  have  no  hold  to  break  in  upon  them ; 
‘ but,  on  the  contrary,  whenever  they  meet  the 
‘ enemies'  miuisters  in  the  Congrass,  every  opi- 
‘ nion  that  is  delivered,  aud  every  instance  that 
‘ is  made,  may  be  backed  by  the  concurrent 
‘ force  of  the  who!*  confederacy  : That,  if  it 
‘ shuiild  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by  Uie  dis- 
‘ position  uf  the  Spaiiisii  monarchy,  they  were 
‘ to  insist,  that  the  security  und  reasonable  sa- 
‘ tisfactioii,  which  the  allies  expected,  and 
‘ which  his  most  Cbriician  majesty  had  pro- 
‘ raised,  could  not  he  obtained,  if  Spain  and  the 
‘ West  Indies  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  the 
' bouse  of  Bourbon.’  Notwithstanding  all 
which  premises; 

Auticie  I. 

■t  «Kl'Pf  Sirafford,  being 
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of  lier  majesty's  privy  coddciI,  end  her  ambas< 
sador  cxirauraioair  to  the  States  Genera],  and 
appointsd  one  uf  her  plenipotentiaries  to  neat 
with  die  ministers  of  France,  of  a good  and 
general  peace,  m concert  with  the  roiaisters  of 
her  majesty's  allies,  who  tor  that  purpose  vrecs 
assembled  at  Utrecht,  with  those  of  France, 
with  fuU  powers  to  treosact  the  same ; having 
ito  regarri  to  tlie  true  ends  of  his  said  commu- 
siotis  anil  powers,  to  the  honour  or  safely  of 
her  mtyes^y  or  her  kiogdnnis,  Co  the  many  so> 
temi)  eugagements  she  was  unaeriu  the  old  and 
faithful  allies  of  this  nalion,  or  tn  the  common 
liberties  of  Europe ; bat  being  devoted  to  die 
interest  and  service  ot  die  French  king,  the 
then  common  enemy,  in  deiiance  of  the  tenor 
of  the  several  treaties  before-mentioued,  or 
some  uf  them,  os  well  as  of  the  frequent  advices 
of  parliament,  and  liie  many  declaratinns  of 
her  m^esty  from  the  throne ; but  more  par- 
ticularly in  d^ance  of  the  solemn  and  mutual 
assuiauccs  which  bad  been  so  lately  renewed 
between  her  majesty  and  the  States  General, 
to  act  ill  perfect  concert  with  each  other,  in 
making  peace  as  in  making  war,  and  of  Che 
tevcrol  iustructions  from  her  majesty  under  the 
sign  manual  to  Iiim  the  said  earl  in  puisuance 
thereof;  was  not  only  wanting  in  his  duty  and 
trust  Co  her  majesty,  by  not  advising  against, 
and  ns  far  as  was  in  hispower,  hy  not  opposing, 
the  going  into  any  private  separate  negotiation 
with  France;  bur,  on  the  contrary,  wlien  a se- 
parate, dishonourable,  and  destructive  uegotin- 
tion  of  peace  was  emered  into,  between  the 
ministers  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  without 
any  communication  thereof  to  her  majesty’s 
allies,  according  to  the  several  treaties;  be  the 
said  carl  did  not  only  take  upou  himself,  and 

E resume,  from  time  to  time,  to  advise  and  ez- 
)rt  that  the  same  slioold  be  continued  and 
carried  ; but  did  likewise  frequently  concert 
private  and  separate  measures  with  the  minis- 
ters of  France,  in  order  to  impose  upon  and  de- 
ceive her  majesty’s  good  subjects  and  her  allies, 
and  was  instrumental  in  promoting  the  said  se- 
parate n^otiacion,  exclusive  of  all  the  allies, 
and  to  their  manifest  prejudice  and  detriment. 
And  further,  he  the  said  earl,  when  tlie  niuis- 
ters  of  France,  nt  Utrecht,  refused  to  answer  in 
writing,  and  OQ  many  other  occasions,  proceed- 
ed in  a fallacions  and  unjustifiable  maimer,  in 
transacting  the  negotiations  of  peace;  was  not 
only  wanting  in  his  duty,  in  not  representing  to 
her  oinjesly  and  her  ministers  against  the  same, 
and  in  not  supportiug  in  the  manner  he  ought 
to  have  done  her  majesty's  good  allies  in  their 
reasonable  demands  from  France ; but,  on  the 
contrary,  canttrended  the  French  prudence  in 
takiiigsuch  measures ; and  even  su^ested  him- 
self the  methods  for  France  to  make  use  of,  to 
create  dissculions  amongst  the  allies,  and  sepa- 
rate ncgoiiaiions  between  each  of  the  niliesand 
France,  thereby  to  dissolve  the  whole  confe- 
deracy. By  whicli  wicked  mid  treacherous 
proctices,  he  the  said  earl  jimsiituted  the  ho- 


and  instructions,  the-maiiy  treaties  which  her 
majesty  then  sto(^  engaged  in  to  her  allies,  and 
the  repeated  assuraiiccs  which  the  snid  earl  had, 
by  her  majesty’s  order  and  iu  ber  name,  given 
to  the  said  allies,  to  act  in  perfect  concert  with 
them  throu^out  the  whole  negotiations  of 
peace;  thereby  rendering  the  design  of  the 
confederacy,  and  the-  mutual  support  expected 
from  the  same,  altogether  useless,  and  giving  up 
the  afiairs  of  Europe  into  the  hands  of  France.” 

A&T1CLE  H. 

“ Wberea.«  tlie  maintaining  a perfect  anion 
and  good  correspondence  l^twesn  her  late 
majesty  and  the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover 
was  of  the  utmost  importance,  Ict  preserving  U> 
time  kingdoms  the  invaluable  blessings  of  their 
religion  and  civil  liberties  by  securing  the  suc- 
cession to  tliu  crown,  by  n race  of  protestant 
princes,  ever  reaown-d  for  their  great  justice 
and  clemency,  and  thereby  defeating  the  trai- 
leruus  designs  of  the  Pretender;  and,  for  chat 
purpose,  tbe  greatwisdom  of  divers  pailiatnenrs, 
bad  fixed  anil  confirmed  the  said  succession,  had 
also  laid  the  obligation  of  au  oath  upon  tlie 
subjects  of  these  realms,  to  support  and  main- 
tain the  some  to  the  utmost  nf  theif  power ; he 
tlie  said  Thqmnsearl  of  Strafford,  not  regard- 
ing the  many  ill  consequences  to  her  inujesty 
and  these  kingdoms,  which  would  mituraliy 
ensue  from  a disunion  or  coolness  of  affeclioo 
between  princes  so  nearly  allied  in  blood  and 
interest,  instead  of  doing  what  in  bioi  lay  to 

Iirevent  the  same,  did,  on  the  eoutinry,  in  Ills 
eclers  from  Holland  to  her  majesty’s  ministers 
of  state  in  Great  Btiiain,  by  divers  false  repre- 
seniatiuns  and  scurrilous  reflections  upon  his 
present  most  gracious  majesty,  then  elector  of 
Hanover,  endeavour  to  alienate  her  majesty’s 
affections  from  his  said  electoral  highness,  and 
to  create  or  widen  fetal  difierences  or  misno- 
derstandiiigs  between  them : and  when,  hy  the 
wiiAed  and  pernicious  advice  of  him  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Scrafiord  and  divers  other  evil 
counsellors,  her  late  majesty  was  at  Inst  pre- 
vailed upon  to  make  a Fatal  cessation  of  arms 
with  the  then  common  enemy,  without  any  con- 
cen  with  his  said  electoral  liighoess,aud  against 
the  consent,  and  contraiy  to  the  most  eirnest 
representations,  of  all  the  allies ; for  the  exe- 
ciitioii  of  which  be  the  said  earl  was  tent  over 
to  the  army  in  tbe  Metlierlands,  where  the* 
generals  of  liie  auxiliaries  paid  by  her  majesty, 
whose  honour  and  consciences  would  not  per- 
mit them  10  abandon  tbe  confedvrates,  and 
leave  them  as  a sacrifice  to  FVance,  refuted  to 
withdraw  wiih  the  duke  of  Ormond,  without 
particular  orders  from  their  respective  matters; 
which  proceedings  of  the  coutederaie  geiu-rals 
being  wickedly  represented  liy  the  said  evil 
counsellors,  in  conjunction  with  the  ministers 
and  emissaries  of  France,  as  an  indienity  offered 
to  her  sacred  majesty ; he  the  said  ThomM  eaii 
of  Strafford,  to  create  uneasinesses  and  dissen- 
sion between  her  late  majesty,  and  his  then 
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tlectora!  Iiighaess,did,bybi9  letter,  on  or  about 
the  17th  of  July,  1712,  to  her  majesty’s  tlien 
secretary  of  state,  maliciously  and  wickedly 
nge^t  and  affirm,  * tliat  the  said  separation  of 

* the  confederate  generals  from  the  duke  of  Or- 

* moiid  ooght  to  be  imputed  to  hit  said  electoral 
‘ highness.’  And  further,  be  the  said  earl,  by 
Irequeutly  affirming,  and  sometimes  in  the  most 
eolemn  manoer,  to  tlte  ministers  fiX  his  said 
electoral  highoess  as  well  as  others,  the  most 
rotorious  and  manifest  nutnichs,  contrary  to 
tiie  intentions  and  interest  of  her  majesty,  and 
vaialy  intending  iherchv  to  deceive  and  impose 
upon  his  said  electnrai  higbaess  and  the  rest  of 
her  majesty’s  good  and  faithful  allies  in  matters 
of  the  highest  importance;  and  particularly,  by 
•oiemnly  affitroing,  on  or  about  the  Idth  of 
July,  1712,  to  Monsieur  Duleau,  general  of  the 
Hanover  forces,  and  the  rest  of  the  confederate 
generals,  ‘ that  her  majesty  had  made  no  truce 
‘ with  France;’  whereas  he  the  said  earl  then 
well  knew  the  same  was  made  and  concluded 
several  weeks  before : did  thereby,  as  well  ns 
by  all  the  before  mentioned  proceedings,  not 
only  prostitute  and  dishonour  the  high  charac- 
ters he.W!is  tlien  invested  with,  but,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  did  dissolve  the  mutual  couiidence  oiid 
good  undeisiandiog  so  necessary  to  be  main- 
tained between  her  s.vid  late  majesty  and  the 
Illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  for  the  safety  and 
prosperity  of  Greet  Britain,  and  the  common 
hberty  of  Europe. 

Axticle  III. 

“ Wliereas,  in  the  pernicious  negotiations  of 
peace  carried  on  by  him  the  said  enrl  and  oclier 
gril  counsellors  with  the  ministers  of  France, 
the  French  king  had  proposed  to  ackcowledge 
her  majesty’s  title  to  the  crown  nf  these  realms, 
rad  the  prutestaot  succession  in  the  illusiriuiis 
house  ot  Hanover,  wbeu  the  pence  should  be 
signed  betwecu  Great  Britain  ond  France,  anti 
not  before:  whereupon  the  House  of  Lords,  by 
un  humble  address  to  her  majesty,  on  the  15th 
ofFebniary  1711,  begged  leave  to  represent 
their  just  iudiguation  at  that  dislioiiuurable 
treatment  of  her  mnjesty ; as  also  their  utmost 
resentment  at  the  terms  of  peace  offered  to  ber 
majesty  and  her  alfici  by  tlie  pleuipoteiuiarics 
of  France;  fur  which  cdilresses  her  majesty 
was  pleased  to  rcttlrn  them  her  hearty  ibtmks, 
for  the  zeal  they  had  therein  expressed  for  ber 
honour;  he  the  said  earl  was  not  only  wantiog 
in  bis  duty  to  ber  majesty,  and  mat  fur  the 
protestant  lucccssiun,  in  not  advising  her 
majesty  against  treaiiag  with  Frauce  upon  such 
dishonourable  terms;  hut  did  himself,  with 
other  evil  cuuosellurs,  privately,  wickedly,  and 
traiterously,  concert  aud  agree  with  the  ministers 
of'France,  that  (he  said  proposals,  so  deroga- 
tory tu  the  dignity  of  her  majesty,  and  dnnger- 
otu  to  these  kingdoms,  ihouln  be  the  conditions 
upon  which  France  would  agree  to  treat  of  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain.  And  further,  be  the 
said  earl,  iu  contempt  and  deCauce  of  the  ^ 
judgment  of  the  House  of  Peers  which  had  tc- 
eeivea  bvr  m^eatVejiM#wiiBappietaliDp>riand.; 


acting  the  part  of  an  emissary  of  France  instead 
of  a plenipotentiary 'of  Great  Britain,  being 
thereunto  encouraged,  and  founding  ^ pre- 
sumption on  a letter  to  Uie  tbcc  bishop  of 
Bristol  and  him  ehesaid  earl,  from  Henry  ^nt 
John  es(|uire,  then  principal  secretary  of  state, 
on  (be  Idtli  of  February  1711,  the  next  day 
ulcer  the  said  address  of  the  House  of  Peers  was 
made,  and  informing  them  of  the  indignation 
expressed  in  Great  Britain  at  the  olisrs  of 
France,  but  that  by  the  management  of  master 
Thomas  Harley  (then  secretary  of  the  treasury) 
the  House  of  Communs  was  perfectly  oud  abso- 
lutely secured  to  (he  measures  of  peace;  did 
wickedly,  deceitfully,  nud  perfidiously,  concert 
and  agree  with  the  ministers  of  France,  at 
Utrecht,  that  the  said  French  ministers  should 
write  a coUusire  letter  to  him  the  said  earl  and 
the  then  said  bishop  of  Bristol,  wherein  her 
majesty  should  be  styled  queen  of  Great  Briiaiu ; 
which  letter  was  not  to  be  made  any  use  of  at 
Utrecht,  or  taken  as  an  acknuwk-dgmeuc  by 
France  of  her  majesty’s  title  to  ilie  crown  < 
but  was  agreed  Co  be  ITaiismitted  to  Grent 
Britain,  thereby  to  deceive  and  impose  upon 
her  majesty  and  liie  parliament,  as  if  France 
had  tiieii  actually  ackuowledged  die  saute  t 
which  said  letter  was  accordingly  vrritten  by 
the  ministers  of  France,  and  iransmitled  Co 
Great  Britain  by  him  (he  said  earl;  whereby 
her  majesty,  the  parliament,  and  (lie  wliofa 
, nation  were  most  grossly  and  scandalously 
abused,  aud  drawn  in  to  ilie  said  destructive 
measures  of  peace,  to  the  great  dishonour  of 
ber  majesty  and  these  kingdoms,  and  to  tbe 
apparent  dapger  oftbe  Protestant  Succession. 

Ar.TicLE  IV. 

That  ho  the  said  Thomas  earl  of  Strafford, 
in  defiance  of  the  many  treaties  between  her 
majesty  and  her  allies,  tor  die  recovery  of  the 
monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  bouse  of  Austria, 
thereby  to  preserve  a due  balance  of  power  in 
Europe;  and  in  contempt  of  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  parliament,  ‘That  no  peace  could 
' be  safe,  honourable,  or  iastiug,  so  long  as 
'.Spain  and  the  West  Indies  continued  in  any 
‘ branch  of  the  House  of  Bourhon;'  and  also 
ill  direct  violation  of  her  majesty's  instructioDS, 
of  tbs  SSd  of  December,  1711,  in  pursuance 
thereof;  whereby  he  die  said  earl  was  ex-» 
pressly  commanded,  ‘To  insist  in  the  confer- 
‘ ences  of  peace,  with  ihn  ministers  of  France, 
‘ that  the  security  and  reasonable  satisfaction 
‘ which  the  allies  expected,  and  which  hu  must 
‘Christian  majesty  had  promised  to  grant, 
' could  not  be  obtained  if  Spain  and  the  West 
‘ Indies  be  allotted  to  any  branch  of  that 
‘ bouse:'  did  not  only  presume  to  treat  about  tba 
pence  with  die  ministers  nf  France,  without 
insisting,  as  he  ouglit  to  have  done,  that  Spain 
and  the  West  Indies  should  nut  be  allotted  to 
, the  said  house  of  Bourbon ; but  also,  when  the 
ministers  of  his  imperial  majetity  and  of  the 
, king  of  Portugal,  iu  conformity  to  the  mutual 
I ubhgatioiis  and  treaties  between  lier  majesty 
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Frnnce.  ‘ That  S^aia  atK),  the  West  Indies 
‘ sbnultl  be  restored  to  tlie  House  of  Austria;' 
and  rerjucsled  him  (he  said  esrl,  ‘to  join  with 
‘ Cliem,  to  streogthen  that  demand,'  did  decline 
Dud  refuse  to  do  the  same : by  which  perhctious 
and  unwarrantable  practices  of  him  Ilie  said 
Tliomas  earl  of  Strafford,  incurable  jealousies 
and  discords  were  created  Iwiween  her  msyestv 
and  her  allies;  that  minual  coahdeoce,  which 
bad  so  long  and  so  successfully  been  cultivated 
between  them,  and  which  was  so  necessary 
for  their  common  safety,  was  absolutely  dis- 
solved, the  just  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
was  wickedly  betrnyed;  and  apparent  advan- 
tages were  given  to  the  common  enemy,  to  im- 
pose what  terms  of  peaee  he  should  tliink  fit 
upon  her  majesty  and  the  whole  confederacy. 

AaiiCLE  V. 

“ Whereas  her  late  majesty,  on  the  7th  of 
December,  1711,  having  earnestly  recom- 
mended from  the  throne, ‘That  provision  might 
' be  made  for  an  early  campaign,  in  order  to  ' 
‘ carry  on  tlie  wnr  with  vigour,  and  as  the  best 
* way  tr>  render  the  treaty  of  peace  effectual ' 
and  accordingly  supplies  were  granted,  and  ma- 
gaziaes  provided  at  agreat  ezpence;  and  Id  pur- 
suance thereof,  her  majesty  having  given  early 
assurances  to  her  allies  of  her  sincere  intentions, 
and  likewise  expressly  instructed  hSr  general 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  not  only  to  renew  the 
same  assurances,  and  declare  her  resolution  of 
ushifig  on  the  war  witli  the  utmost  vigour, 
ut  to  concert  with  tlie  generals  of  the  allies  the 
proper  measures  fur  enteriog  upon  action; 
which  assurances  were  accordingly  given  by 
the  said  duke,  and  the  confederate  army  was 
ibercupon  ordered  to  be  assembled,  wiiich  at 
that  time  was  tlie  strongest  thut  Iiad  been 
in  the  service  during  the  whole  course  of  the 
war,  and  greatly  superior  to  iliat  of  the  enemy ; 
uotwichsianding  which  premises,  he  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  ihen.of  her  ma- 
jesty's privy' council,  being  informed  of«the 
reasonable  prospect,  which,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  (he  army  of  the  coufederaces  then  had,  of 
|aioingnew  conquests  over  the  army  of  France; 
ID  order  to  disappoint  the  expectations  of  the 
allies,  to  give  sur»:ess  to  the  secret  and 
wicked  negociations  then  carrying  on  by 
himself  and  other  evil  counsellors  with  the 
mmisters  of  France;  on  divers  very  false  and 
groundless  suggestions  and  allegations,  and  in 
violation  of  the  many  treaties  then  subsisting 
between  her  majesty  and  tlie  Suites  General, 
as  well  as  several  other  princes,  at  several 
times,  and  particularly  by  tiis  letter  of  the  SOtb 
of  April,  1713,  to  Henry  viscount  Boiingbroke, 
then  Henry  St.  John,  one  of  her  majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  did  wickedly  and 
treacherously  suegese  and  advise,  that  a cessa- 
tion of  arms  should  be  made  with  France,  by  her 
majesty,  without  and  evea  against  tlie  consent  of 
her  go^  allies  and  confedcrateb : in  pursuance 
pf  which  wicked  counsels  and  advices,  direc- 
tions were  afterwards  piivateiy  sent,  in  her 
«»jesty’s 
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Flanders,  to  avoid  engaging  iu  aoy  siege,  or 
liBzarding  a battle,  till  further  orders,  although 
nothing  had  been  then  settled  in  the  said  pri- 
vate negoiiatiuns  for  the  interest  and  security 
of  Great  Briuio.  And  further,  he  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford,  at  that  tiiyie  also  of 
her  Majesty's  privy  council,  did  advise  her  lata 
majesty  that  he  himself  should  be  sent,  aud 
accordingly  he  was  afterwards  sent,  fruui  Eng- 
land, to  tlia  army  under  the  duke  of  Urraond 
in  Flanders,  with  directions,  in  her  majesty 
name,  tu  cause  a cessation  of  arms  to  be 
made  and  proclaimed  between  tier  majesty 
and  the  French  army,  and  a separatiim  to  be 
made  by  the  troops  of  Great  Britain  from  the 
con  federate  army ; which  were  accordingly  peri 
formed  and  executed,  by  die  advice  end  direc- 
tion .of  him  the  said  enrl,  witliout  the  consent, 
and  contrary  to  the  earnest  rcpreseuUlionsof 
her  majesty’s  confederates,  and  in  open  viola- 
tion and  defiance  of  the  many  treaties  then 
subsisting  between  her  majesty  and  her  good 
and  faithful  allies:  by  which  wicked  and  per- 
fidious counsels  and  -practices  of  him  die  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Scraffiird,  the  progress  of  the 
victorious  arms  of  ihecunfedefates  was  stopped, 
aod  a most  favourable  opportunity  lost  for  cun- 
quering  the  enemy;  nU  hopes  of-  confidenca 
between  her  majesty  and  her  allies  wereeti- 
tirely  destroyed,  and  the  French  king  made- 
absolute  master  of  the  o^tindoos  of  peace. 

Article  \l. 

“ Tbathe  the  said  Thomasenrl  of  Strafford 
having,  in  concert  widi  other  false  and  evil 
counsellors,  wickedly  advised  and  procured 
the  said  fatal  cessation  of  arms,  and  likewise 
obtained  for  France  die  separation  of  the 
troops  of  Great  Briiaio  from  the  confederate 
army;  in  further  execution  of  his  treacherous 
purposes;  to  advance  and  promote  the  interests 
uf  France  ; and  being  determined,  as  far  as 
in  him  lay,  not  only  to  rende'r  all  future  corres- 
pondence and  gaud  btirmony  between  her  ma- 
jesty and  the  Stales  Getierui  utterly  impracti- 
cable; but  designing,  by  all  possible  meaps, 
to  weaken  and  distress  the  said, Slates,  in 
order  to  hriog  them  imderan  ubiulute  necessity 
of  complying  and  suLmiuing  to  the  measurn 
of  France;  and  nell  knowing  that  taking  pos- 
session uf  Ghent  and. Bruges  was  tbe  readiest 
means  of  effecting  tlie  snme;  did  wickedly 
and  treacherously  advise  that  a party  of  tbe 
queen's  troops  should  be  sent  to  inurch  through 
some  of  the  iqwns  bdoncing  to  the  States 
General ; in  hopes,  that  the  commanders  of 
the  sdd  towns,  tiicfnsed  by  such  unjust  and 
iiiinecessary  prorucaiiniis,  and  through  tlie  ap- 
prehensions of  the  ill  consequences  that  such 
etceinpts  and  proceedings  might  subject  tbem 
to,  would  be  induced  to  reiase  them  admit- 
tance, and  thereby  give  a pretence  for  putting 
in  execution  tbe  perfidious  designs  and  reso- 
lutions which  had  been  concerted  by  him  the 
said  earl,  and  other  evil  counsellors,  with  the 
ministers  of  France : inoursuauceofwhiciiwick- 
miftojli^/i^tttwps  was 
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accordiugly  sent  with  orders  to  march  through 
some  of  the  fortifierl  (owns  belonging  t'l  (lie 
States  General ; and  on  pretence  of  their  bt  - 
ing  denied  passage  through  tite  same,  the  said 
treacherous  and  destructive  design  was  imme- 
dtacely  put  iu  executiim,  and  Ghent  anil  Bruges 
were  seized  upon  by  the  tniops  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; whereby,  all  means  of  commuiiicatHio 
between  llutinnd  and  the  confederate  army 
being  entirely  cut  off,  or  put  into  the  liacds  of 
tiiose  who  bad  so  lately  nud  shamefully  be- 
trayed the  common  cause,  apparent  adran- 
tages  and  encouragement  were  given  to  the 
French  army,  and  her  majesty's  good  and 
faithful  allies  were  deterred  fruin  forming  or 
prosecuting  any  designs  against  the  common 
enemy;  since  the  same  could  not  be  pot  in 
execution  without  their  know  ledge  nnd  consent, 
who,  on  many  occasions,  had  given  the  most 
evident  proofs  of  their  dlsafiection  to  tite  con- 
federates, and  of  their  hnu  adherence  to  the 
interests  of  France.  All  which  crimes  and 
misdomeanors  were  committed  and  done  by 
him  the  said  earl,  a^inst  our  late  sovereign 
iady  the  queen,  her  crown  and  dignity,  the 
peace  and  interest  of  this  kingdom,  and  in 
breach  of  the  several  trusts  reposed  iu  him 
the  said  earl;  and  be  the  said  earl  of  Strafford 
was  of  her  late  majesty's  privy  council,  her 
ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  States  Gcne> 
ral,  and  one  of  her  plenipocemiaries,  to  treat 
of  a good  nnd  generaJ  peace  with  France, 
during  the  time  that  all  and  every  the  crimes 
betbre  set  forth  were  done  and  committed. 
And  the  said  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses, 
by  procesuitiun,  saving  to  themselves  the  liber- 
ty of  exhibiting  atany  lime  hereulleracyolher 
Recusation  or  impeachment  ag.iiiist  the  said 
Thomas  carl  of  Strafford,  and  nlso  of  replying 
to  Che  Answer  that  the  siiid  Thomas  earl  of 
Strafford  shall  make  onto  die  said  Articles,  or 
any  of  them;  or  of  offering  proof  of  the  pre- 
mises, or  any  other  impeachments  or  accusa- 
tions that  shall  he  exliibiteii  by  them,  as  (he 
case  shall  (according  to  the  course  ol'  parlio- 
mianient)  require ; do  pray,  that  the  said 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford  be  put  to  answer  the 
said  crimes  and  mi-demeanors,  aud  receive 
such  condigQ  punisLmeiit  as  the  same  sliall 
deserve ; and  Hint  such  proceedings,  exoniina- 
tions,  trials,  and  judguicnts,  msy  be  upon  cverv 
one  of  them  hart  and  used,  as  are  agreeable  u> 
law  and  justice.” 

Dchiile  thereon.l  The  above  Articles  having 
been  read, 

The  Earl  of  Slr^rd  stood  up,  and  enra- 
lained  of  the  hardship  that  hnd  lieen  put  upon 
iin,  by  seizing  Ids  papers*,  in  nn  unprecedent- 
ed manner.  That  he  designed  Co  have  drawn 


* The  king  having  thought  dc  to  have  the 
earl  ofStratiorri's  papers,  relating  to  bis  public 
negociacions,  laid  before  the  c<uDcil,  the  Inrd 
Townshend  wns  sent  to  hislord*hip’shoube  tnde- 
mand  thesnuie.  The  earl  having  madesimieilif- 
liculty  CO  coBipiy  wi^:thnt-4riiMnd).ariiiein:Lte< 
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up  and  printed  an  account  of  all  his  nego- 
tintions,  whereby,  be  did  not  doubt  be  should 
have  made  it  appear  to  all  the  world,  that 
he  bad  done  nothing  but  in  discharge  of  his 
duty,  and  of  the  trust  reposed  io  him.  That  if 
eilberin  bislutteis  or  discourses,  while  be  had  the 
honour  to  represent  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
he  had  droptany  unguarded  expreuSinns  against 
some  foreign  ministers,  ho  hoped  the  s;>me 
would  not  be  accounted  a crime  by  a Britisli 
Ilouseof  Peers.  Concluding  with  desiring,  that 
a cniopetent  time  be  allowed  him  to  answer  the 
Articles  now  brought  against  him ; and  that  be 
might  liave  duplicates  of  all  die  papers,  that 
cither  had  been  laid  before  die  Committee  of 
Secrecy,  or  were  still  in  tlic  hands  of  die  go- 
vernment, which  might  be  for  his  jostifica- 

The  Lord  Too'nthend  said,  that  his  compininc 
afaoot  the  taking  his  papers  from  him,  was  nlco- 
getlicr  groondless  und  unjust;  that  infinite  in- 
stances of  the  like  proofing  miglit  be  pro- 
duced ; that  no  elute  could  he  safe  without  it ; 
iuid,  in  short,  that  extraordinary  cases  justify 
extraordinary  methods.  That  as  to  the  earl  of 
fsti-affiird’s  demand,  to  havednpticRtcsof  all  the 
papers  ihnt  iiad  been  laid  before  die  Comasons, 
he  thought  it  onreasonable,  and  made  with  uo 
other  design  than  to  gtun  time;  and  make  the 
Commons  lose  die  opportunity  of  briogiug  him 
to  his  trial : that  those  papers  were  so  volumi- 
Dous,  coDsiating  of  IS  or  14  volumes  in  folio, 
that  they  could  not  be  copied  out  in  many 
weeks ; and  as  (he  earl  niiglic  have  had  access 
Co  tliem,  ever  since  they  were  laid  before  (he 
Parliament,  so  be  was  still  at  liberty  to  peruse 
iham,  and  extract  out  of  diem  what  he  thought 
proper  fiir  his  own  defence. 

The  duke  of  Devonshire  and  the  lord  Cow- 
per  backed  the  lurd  Townshend ; and,  on  the 
contrary,  the  lord  Hnreourt,  and  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  spoke  for  the  earl  of  Slraffords 

The  Earl  of  Hay  represemed.  Time,  in  all 
civilized  nations,  ^ c-iiirts  of  judicature,  ex- 
cept the  inquisiduD,  allowed  the  persons  ar- 
raigned kII  that  was  necessary  furtbeirjusdlica- 
tioii ; nnd  that  the  House  of  Peers  of  Great 
Britain  ought  not,  in  tliia  case,  to  do  any  thing 
contrary  to  that  honour  and  equity,  fur  which 
they  ore  so  jusdy  renowned  throegli  all  Eu- 

iierenpoii  it  was  resnlved.  that  the  earl  of 
SiraIfnnI  should  have  copies  of  all  such  papers 
us  >vire  in  the  secretary's,  and  other  oOices, 


j had  an  express  order  from  the  cmuicil  in  writ- 
' ing,hts  lordship  was  summoned  before  (be  coun- 
cil on  the  1 tih  of  JauDury ; and,  after  he  had 
been  e.xamined,  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  give 
' orders  accordingly  to  lord  Townshend  and  Mr. 
SecretarySianhupe,  the  two  Secretaries  uf  Stale, 
who  went  immediately  to  the  earl  of  Strafford's 
iiouse,  and  received  from  him  two  trunks,  said, 
by  bim,  to  caoisin  what  was  required.  At  the 
same  time  orders  weut  sent  for  seating  up  bis 
lordship's  papers  ifaat  were  yet  on  ship-board, 
' «g.  tit  tho  icartctcdiolfjr,  «aiaing'  frOin  Uollnud. 
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wbicb  be  sbould  tliink  proper  for  bis  defence ; 
that  lie  should  hare  free  acceu  to  the  papers 
that  had  been  laid  before  the  Commons;  and 
that  a mouth’s  time  be  allowed  biui,  to  answer 
the  Articles  of  Impeachment  against  him. 

TnEEsBiOEOxfORD’sAKSwxB  TO  theAr. 
TICLESOF  luPEACBNEKT  AGAtSiST  HIM.]  Sept. 
S.  The  House  of  Lords  being  iurormed  chat  Jo- 
sepb'Tavlor  acceodediwilh  the  Answer  ofthc  earl 
orOxford  and  earl  Alortimer,  to  the  Articlesof 
Impeaclunenc  exhibited  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mens  against  him,  he  was  called  io,  and  pre- 
sented the  said  Answer  at  the  bar,  sealed  up. 
And,  being  cxauiiiied  upon  oath,  touching  the 
same,  said  iie  received  it  from  the  said  earl  of 
Oxford,  os  his  Answer,  this  moriiiog;  and  Imd 
directions'  fnmi  his  lordship  to  deliver  it  to  this 
House  as  his  Answer.  And  then  be  withdrew ; 
and  the  said  Answer  was  read,  as  follows  s 

“ The  ANSWER  of  ROBERT  Earl  of  OX- 
, FORD  and  EarlMOril'lMRR.to  the  Ar- 
ticles exhibited  by  the  knigbcs,  citizens,  and 
burgesses,  in  Pariianient  assembled,  in  the 
name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the  Com- 
tnoas  of  Great  Britain,  in  maintenance  of 
their  IcnpenchnieoC  against  him  for  High 
Treason,  and  other  High  Crimes  and  Mis 
demeanors  supposed  to  have  been  by  bim 
committed. 

“ The  said  Earl,  saving  to  himself  all  advan- 
tages of  exception  to  the  said  Ariieles,  and  of 
nut  being  prejudiced  by  any  words  or  want  of 
form  in  this  his  Answer ; and  also  saving  to 
bimself  all  rights  and  privileges  belonging  to 
him  as  one  of  the  peers  of  this  realm  ; for  an- 
swer to  the  said  Articles,  saitli : be  admits, 
many  solemn  treaties  and  alliances  have  been 
formerly  entered  into,  between  the  crown  of 
England  and  otlser  princes  and  potentates  of 
Europe,  for  their  mutual  secnricy,  and  to  pre- 
vent tb«  immoderate  growth  of  the  power  of 
France,  wbicb  might  prove  dangerous  to  the 
neighbouring  princes  and  states ; and  that  there- 
fore it  was  laid  down  as  a fondameotal  prin- 
ciple and  maxim  of  union  amongst  the  allies, 

* that  France  and  Spain  should  never  come  and 
‘ be  united  under  the  same  government;  and 
‘ that  one  and  the  same  person  should  not  be 

* king  of  both  tiiese  kingdoms  and  he  appre- 
hends, that  tbe  principal  new  aud  aiui  of  the 
allies  was,  to  settle  aud  maintain  an  equal  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe ; and,  since  tbe  con- 
junction of  Spain  to  tbe  dominioui  of  France 
might  possibly  ensue  from  tbe  iluke  of  Anjou's 
being  possess^  of  that  crown,  tlie  dispossessing 
hios  was  desirel,  as  the  most  likely  means  to 
prevent  that  conjunciiun;  and,  for  the  same 
reason,  the  union  of  Spain  with  the  edipire  muse 
lutve  been  equally  fatal,  and  tbe  prevention  of 
it  equally  tlie  design  of  tbe  albance ; nor  could 

continuance  of  Spain  in  the  house  of  Ilonr- 
wn  be  in  any  respect  prejudicial  to  tbe  allies, 
if  tlie  union  of  that  crown  witli  Fmuce  could  be 

Cnited.  As  new  dangers  of  sncli  union  have 

apprebilbir^,'  'ItW 


dons  have  been  entered  into  among  the  allies, 
to  obviate  such  dangers;  and  particularly  tho 
Treaty  for  an  inteniled  Partition  seems  to  have 
been  concluded  upon  that  view.  And  though 
he  acknowledges  ue  wisdom  of  Parliament  in 
condemning  that  U'eaty,  as  prejudicial  and  fatal 
in  its  consequences  to  England  and  the  peace 
of  Europe ; yet,  be  presumes,  it  was  not  con- 
demned because  part  of  die  dominions  of  tbe 
crown  of  Spain  were  thereby  dloited  to  the 
iiouse  of  Bourbon,  but  because  such  considera- 
ble pacts  of  chose  douuoious  as  die  kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  province  of  Guiposcoa, 
and  ocher  territories,  were  allotted  to  chut 
branch  of  the  house  of  Bourbon  to  whom  the 
crown  of  France  was  to  descend,  which  might 
have  been  a great  and  dangerous  addition  to 
tlie  then  formidable  strength  of  tliat  crown  ; 
and  because  it  was  made  against  tbo  repeated 
remoontrances  of  Charles  the  second,  then  king 
of  Spain,  who  declared,  by  bis  ambassador, 
‘ that  such  partition  treaty  could  liave  noviber 
‘ ed'ect,  than  to  force  Spain  to  throw  itself  into 
‘ die  arms  of  France,  Co  preventihe  dismember- 
* uigof  tbe  Spanish  monarchy;’  and  that  it  had 
this  conseq  uenct-,  appeared  upon  the  death 
of  that  prince,  who  seems  to  have  been  in- 
duced by  that  consideration  to  bequeath  the 
entire  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  duke  of  An- 
jou, a younger  brancli  of  the  boose  of  Bour- 
bon, who  mxordingly,  upon  tbe  demise  of  the 
said  king  Charles  the  second,  took  possession  of 
the  monarchy  of  Spain ; but  tbis  accession  of  tbe 
duke  of  Anjou  to  the  crown  ofSpain  did  not 
produce  the  alliance  in  the  article  mentioaed, 
between  Leopold,  then  emperor  of  Germany, 
bislate  majesty  king  William  3,  of  ever  glorious 
memory,  and  me  States  General,  as  immedi- 
ately necessary  at  that  juncture ; for  king  Wil- 
liam, aswell  as  the  States  General,  acknow- 
ledged the  duke  of  Anjou  as  king  of  Spain; 
thereby  allowing,  that  tlie  duke  of  Anjou's  en- 
joyment of  tbe  monarchy  of  Spain,  while  be 
was  but  a younger  branch  of  tbe  house  of  Bour- 
bon, was  not  incookisient  with  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  or  the  preservation  of  a due  babmee 
of  power;  and  afterwards,  wheo  the  French 
king  had  seized  the  Spanish  Netherlauds,  king 
Wiiliom,  by  advice  of  parliament,  come  in  to 
the  nssistaiice  of  the  States  as  on  auxiliary 
only,  by  sending  upon  (heir  request  X0,l>00  men, 
winch  Engl.md  was  obliged  by  treaties  to  I'ui- 
nisb  in  case  the  Slates  were  attacked ; after 
which,  many  confereaces  passed  at  the  llague 
betwixt  tbe  ministers  of  England  and  tbe  States 
and  those  of  Frattce,  in  order  to  find  out  some 
expedient,  by  wbicb,  imou  a reasonable  division 
of  Che  dominions  ofepain,  a new  war  miglic 
be  prevented;  and  tbe  Slates,  in  tbe  coucso 
of  those  cuotereuccs,  often  aswrteil,  ‘ That 
‘ though  they  had  act^wledged  Fbilip,  king 
‘efSpain,  yet  such  au  acknawledgment  was 
< uoc  contrary  to  the  demand  of  a reasonable 
‘ satisfaction  to  be  given  to  the  emperor  for 
‘ his  pretensions  to  tbe  SpsiiUli  succession 
wliich  was  in  elfccc  to  deckre,  ‘ Tiint  the  sa- 
> was  such 
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' as  would  leave  king  Philip  io  possession  of 
' Spain.'  But  these  confereuces  broke  off, 
about  August  1701,  nitboot  eifact;  noil  in 
September  2'aliuwiiig,  kiog  William  entered 
into  (lie  grand  alliance  witii  the  emperor  and 
the  States  Geneml ; wlierebv  it  was  agreed, 

* That  ill  the  first  place,  endeavours  should  be 
‘ used,  by  amicable  means,  lo  obtain  the  sa- 
' tisfaction  desired  for  the  emperor;’  nliu  pro- 
bably at  that  time  would  have  accepted  a ve.ry 
easy  composition  for  his  pretensions.  But, 
when  the  French  king  acknowledged  the  Pre- 
tender as  king  nrEogtand’(wliich  nut  long  after 
happened),  hismiyetiy  king  William  and  the 
parliament  of  England,  justlyf  provoked  by  this 
affront,  resolved  to  enter  into  Uie  war,  wliich 
bad  been  begun  by  tlic  emperor  done  in  Iialy 

year  before ; and  the  late  queen  mentions 
this  indignity  as  Che  chief  motive  of  her  engaging 
in  it,  as  appears  by  her  declaration  of  war 
against  France  and  Spain,  in  May  1702.  The 
said  Earl  admits  the  several  treaties  set  forth 
in  the  preamble  to  the  said  articles,  and  that 
such  advice  was  given  by  purliutnciii,  and 
such  speeches  were  made  Irons  Che  throne,  as 
io  the  said  preamble  are  mentioned ; but,  for 
more  certainty,  bqn  leave  to  refer  himself  to 
the  very  treaties,  addresses  of  parliament,  and 
speeches,  when  tliey  shall  be  produced ; and  | 
he  humbly  hopes  your  lordships  ivill  allow  him 
to  observe,  That  chose  treaties  inanifestly  shew  | 
that  the  design  of  the  nUies,  in  endeavouring 
the  recovery  of  Spain  from  the  house  of  Bour- ' 
bon,  was  to  prevent  the  union  of  those  twopo-  I 
tent  kingdoms  in  one  and  ihesame  person.  In  I 
the  grand  alliance  in  1701,  the  avowed  ends  ! 
arc,  ‘ thfisj^ouring  an  equitable  and  reasonable  : 
< satisfaction  to  his  imperial  majesty,  fur  his  | 
' pretensions  to  the  Spanisli  succession ; the  se-  > 
‘ curity  of  the  domihrons  of  tlie  king  of  Great 
' Britaiiiaiid  States  .General,witli  the  navigation 

* and  commerce  oftheir  subjects  ; the  prevent-  , 
‘ ing  the  union  of  France  and  Spain  under  the 

‘ some  government  ;*  and  die  territories  and  . 
proriuces  pointed  out  in  the  fifth  article  were 
the  farthest  views  of  chat  alliance ; whereby  it  | 
was  cltuughtldfmpcrial  majesty  would  receive  , 
Che  otmoscsacisfacuaii  which ‘he  could  reasou-  > 
ably  demaud  fur  his  preceusion  to  the  Spanish  . 
succession.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  re-  j 
covery  of  the  whole  monaroby  ufSpain  to  the  . 
House  .of  Anbtria,  cither  in  the  grand  alllBijce 
or  in  the  defensive  one,  made  the  same  year, 
between  his  majesty  kiog  William  and  the  ' 
States  General;  aud  wheo,  in  the  treaty  between 
the  emperor,  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  States  Gsucritl  on  the  one  part,  aud  Che 
kiog  ofPortogal  on  the  other,  about  May  1703, it 
was  concerted  to  place  archdoke  Cborles,  the 
present  emperor,  upon  the  throne  of  Spain,  he 
was  Clieu  but  a younger  branch  . of  the  House  of 
Austria;  and  Dirre  is  great  reunn  to  believe 
that  the  queen,  as  weil  as  other  princes  of  Eu- 
rope, and  in  particular  the  king  of  Portugal, 
did  not  think  a treaty  to  procure  the  crown  of 
Spain  fur  the  ardi-duke,  when  a ynuuger  branch 
ef  the  HoiiaeefAiui^ia)  dtti^jr-aay-ebli^nn. 


of  procuring  that  monarchy  for  him  when  lie 
became  first  of  that  House,  and  was  elected 
emperor;  since  the  imperial  and  hereditary  ' 
dominions,  joined  to  the  whole  Spanish  mo- 
narchy, would  have  given  such  excess  of  power 
to  one  prince,  as  would  have  been  formidable 
to  Europe,  and  ameans  to  destroy  that  balance 
of  power  which  her  majesty  in  all  her  treatiet 
had  cuiistaoily  labemred  to  preserve : and  it  is  a 
known  and  an  nlluwed  rule  by  the  law  of  aa- 
lioos,  iu  reference  to  leagues  between  princes. 
That  if  there  happens  a material  change  in 
what  was  the  principal  ground  and  cause  of  the 
treaty,  the  obligation  chereofeeases.  If,  there- 
fore, in  the  preliminary  articlea  in  3709,  and 
afterwards  io  the  conferences  at  Gertruyden- 
berg,  a cession  of  the  Spanish  nionareby  to 
king  Charles  the  third,  who  was  then  younger 
brother  to  the  emperor,  was  thought  reasonable 
to  be  insisted  on  : yet  the  said  earl  humhly 
submits  to  your  lordships  great  judgment  whe- 
ther there  was  equal  reason  for  insisting  on 
such  cession,  when  king  Charles  the  third  was 
become  head  of  that  House,  and  had  possession 
of  chat  Empire  and  all  the  hereditary  countries 
of  Austria,  as  a condition  without  whicli  no 
peace  should  be  made.  The  States  General 
wore  so  far  from  admitting,  or  yielding,  that 
the  monarchy  of  Spain  should  in  all  eveiiis  be 
given'to  the  House  of  Austria;  tliat  he  the 
said  carl  hath  beard  they  refused  to  admit  it  to 
be  inserted  as  aconditiun  of  tbeir  BarrierTreaty 
wlien  proposed  by  her  majesty's  ambassador 
at  the  Hague ; and  chose  rather  to  put  a stop 
to  tlieproceediogsof  that  treaty,  and  hazard  I 
the  advantages  they  thereby  expected,  than  ' 
comply  with  that  proposal.  'The  advice  nf  par-  j 
liameiit  is  ofgreat  weight;  to  which  her  late  i 
majesty  always  gave,  aud  he  the  said  earl  always  i 
paid,  a just  regard : end  he  doubts  not  bnt  the  I 
House  of  Peers  had  proper  inducements,  wlien 
they  gave  their  advice  to  the  throne,  ‘ That  no  i 
‘ peace  could  be  safe,  bonourable,  or  lasting,  i 
' soTuiig  as  the  kingdom  of  Spain  and  the  West 
‘ Indies  continued  in  the  possession  of  any 
* branch  of  the  House  uf  Bourbon  but,  if  he 
may  be  permitted  Co  offer  bis  bumble  cuojec- 
tures  of  the  motives  of  lliat  advice,  he  con- 
ceiveth  it  miglit  proceed  from  an  apprehension 
of  a future  uuion  uf  those  two  crowns,  as  likely 
to  ensue,  in  cusc  Spain  should  continue  iu  the 
possession  of  any  who  might  become  heir  to 
the  crown  of  France ; and  that  even  the  con- 
junction of  the  empire  and  Spain  would  be  less  | 
ilaugerous  ihao  such  an  union : but  when  her  ' 
majesty  communicated  to  her  parliament,  the 
sixth  of  June  171S,  the  terms  upon  wliich  a 
peace  mighi  be  made,  and  thereby  informed 
them,  ‘ That  France  had  been  brought  to  offer, 
that  the  duke  of  Aujou  should,  for  Tiimself  and 
his' descendants,  renounce  for  ever  all  claim  to 
the  crown  of  France ; and  that,  at  the  same 
time  the  succession  of  the  cronu  of  France  was 
to  be  declared,  after  the  death  of  the  theu  dau-  ' 
piiin  and  his  sons,  to  be  in  the  duke  of  Berry 
and  his  eons,  in  the  dukeofOrlennsand  his  suns, 
t jswii-JSOhWito  tkftrwtipItfee.iw'JW-of  Bourbon  J 
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anti  (Imt  the  succession  Co  Spain  and  the  West 
Indie?,  after  (be  dobe  of  Anjou  and  his  chil- 
dren, nni  to  descend  (o  lucli  prince  as  should 
he  ag'eed  upon  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  for  ever 
excluding  the  rest  of  thehouse  of  Bourbon 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  hy  Ilicir  respective 
addresses  to  her  majesty  in  the  same  month, 
expressed  their  entire  satisfaction  : And  ns  the 
House  of  Commons  desired  her  mmesiy  ‘ to 

* proceed  in  the  negotiations  then  depending, 

• lor  obtaining  a speedy  peace so  the  Iloiisc 
of  Lordsassured  her  majesty,  that  they  entirely 
relieit  on  her  majesty’s  wisdnm,  to  finish  that 
great  and  goud  ernrit.  And,  after  her  majesty 
had  concluded  a peace  on  those  terms,  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  sevemlly  congratulated 
her  majesty  on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  ; 
nnd  also  joined  in  an  addressofthe  S2d  of  April 
1714,  expressing  their jbst  sense  oflicr  utajes- 
ty’s  goodness  CO  her  people,  in  delivering  them 
by  a safe,  hnnuurahle,  and  ndvaulageoua  peace 
with  France  and  Spain,  from  the  faeavy  burthen 
of  a consnm'mgland  war,  unequally  carried  ou 
and  become  ot  last  imprnciicabfe.  He  the 
said  earl  acknowledges,  that  her  m^esty  was 
pleased,  about  August  1710,  Co  re-adsiit  him, 
among  others,  to  a place  in  her  council,  and 
require  his  services  in  officesof  trust ; to  which 
he  submitted,  purely  in  obedience  Co  her  ma- 
jesty’s commands,  with  great  reluctance,  from 
the  prospect  of  the  difficulties  with  which  lie 
was  likely  to  struggle  ; But,  as  lie  never  asked 
any  employmem,  nor  used  any  wicked  arts  or 
base  insiiuuitions  to  obtain  the  same  frum  her 
majesty  j so,  in  all  emptuyments  with  which  her 
majesty  was  pleased  to  honour  him,  be  sin- 
cerely endeavoured  to  discharge  his  duty  with 
the  utmost  integrity  ; having  always  with  the 
truest  zeal  desired  and  endeavoured,  as  Taras 
he  could,  to  promote  the  honour  and  service 
of  her  majesty,  wliose  aim  he  knew  to  be  the 
welffire  of  her  kingdoms  in  the  first  place,  and 
(ns  liir  as  she  judged  it  consistent  with  that) 
the  enmmou  good  of  her  allies.  In  or  about 
the  month  of  September  1710,  her  majesty 

Svhose  undoubted  prerogative  it  was)  thought 
t to  dissolve  the  Parliament  then  in  being,  aud 
end  a new  one.  In  the  year  1711,  proposi- 
tions were  made  by  France  to  hgr  majesty,  for 
peace,  without  iJie  comrivance  or  previous 
knowledge  of  the  said  earl:  her  majesty,  out 
of  her  affection  for  hpr  people,  having  it  much 
at  her  heart  to  establish  peace  in  her  own  days, 
expressed  her  concern  for  the  disappoiniment 
nf  former  negotiaiions,  and  her  earnest 
desire  to  pat  a speedy  end  to  the  war  and  to 
the  effusion  of  Christian  blood,  and  to'ease  her 
sobjects  from  the  heavy  burthen  of  their  taxes; 
The  said  earl  dotli  acknowledge,  that  he 
thought  a'pcBce  was  very  much  for  the  interest 
and  advantage  of  Great  Britain ; and,  in  bis 
hamble  opinion,  the  most  favourable  juncture 
for  obtaining  advantageous  tenus  of  peace  was 
^mediately  after  the  signal  victories  gained  by 
"St  majesty’s  arms  in  the  year  170d  : for,  after 
the  reduction  of  the  dominions  of  the  electors 
•f  Bavaria  and  Colt^e^  with  othpr  itji^^tant 
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conquests  in  Germany;- after  the  entire  de- 
struction of  Oiree  great  armies  of  France,  in 
Flanders,  Spain,  and  Piedmont : after  the 
allies  bad  recovered  the  Spanish  Nctlwrinmis, 
Milan,  and  other  territories  in  Italy  : it  might 
have  been  hoped,  from  the  great  dislrese  in 
which  the  enemy  then  was,  a just  and  reasou- 
nhle  peace  could  have  been  obinineil,  since  so 
much  was  at  that  time  gained  from  the  enemy, 
and  so  much  more  in  all  probability,  wonitl 
have  been  yielded  by  them,  as  would  hove  fully 
answered  ibe  ends  o'f  the  grand  alliance.  Peace 
was  at  that  time  sought  by  the  enemy  : And 
the  said  earl,  who  had  the  hnuour  to  be  then 
one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  owns, 
he  then  advised  the  accepting  nf  it;  tad  be 
humbly  leave  to  observe  tiiqc  ilie  war  had 
been  continued  upon  to  unequal  a foot ; that 
die  burden  of  it  annually  increased,  und  at  the 
time  when  those  proposals  were  made  by  Franca 
was  become  almost  insupportable.  It  bad  in- 
deed been  stipulated  by  the  grand  alliance, 

* that  the  allies  should  assist  one  anoilier  with 
' all  their  forces.nccording  to  a specification  to 
‘ be  agreed  on,  in  a particnlar  convention  for 
‘ that  purpose ;’  but  it  doth  not  appear  any 
sucli  ciiaveiiiion  was  made,  otherwise  than  at 
(he  Bouse  of  Commons  were  informed  by  one 
of  (he  principal  secretaries  of  slate  to  his  lace 
majesty  king  William,  ‘ chat,  ^ the  propor- 
tions adjusted  with  the  States,  England  was  to 
‘ furnish  two  parts  of  five  by  laud,  and,  the 
‘ States  the  other  cliree  and  Englalid  was  to 
furnish  five  pans  of  eight  by  sear  and  the 
States  the  other  tlircc;’  but  ibe  States  not 
always  allowing  themselves  to  be  under  an 
ahligscton  to  ftimi.h  sucb  proportions,  gave 
occasion  Co  England’s  bearing  an  unequal 
part  in  the  war,  with  , respect  to  the  allies. 
The  States  had  that  prudent  regard  to  the 
frugal  ordering  of  their  affairs,  that  they  ire- 
queotly  insisted  they  ought  not  to  be  pressed 
beyond  dieir  ability,  and  made  themselves 
the  sole]  judges  of  what  came  within  the  pom- 
pass  of  k ; and  by  chat  meaus  avoided  the 
supplying  any  quota  or  proporrian  which  they 
thought  improper  for  them  to  futnish.  .la 
the  mean  time  the  cbaige.  of  the  war  was 
greatly  increased  upon  the  subjects  of  Greae 
Britalu.  Ill  die  year  1703,  it  was  under 
4,000,0001 ; from  thence  it  gr^ually  increased 
till  die  year  170S,  the  charge  of  which  yhar 
amount^  to  above  fi, 500,000/. ; and  still  ad- 
vancing till  the  year  1711,  it  was  then  grown  to 
near  7,000,000/. ; and  at  the  same  time  there 
was  a debt  contracted,  not  provided  fur  by 
parliament,  amounting  to  7 or  8,000,0001.  the 
very  interest  of  wliich,  und  other  debts 
wherein  the  nation  was  iavolved,  amounted 
Co  8,000,000/.  per  annum ; and  the  revenues  o( 
Great  Britain  was  uurler  such  anticipations, 
that  it  was  found  difficult  to  raise  shove 
3,600,000/.  for  the  gvowiug  service,  Co  be  paid 
within  the  compass  of  the  year;  so  that, 
when  the  duties  nnd  difficolues  upon  trade 
and  ibe  continuance  of  the  taxes  upon  land 
(which  liad  lain  beav^  above  twenty  years) 
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are  conjidered,  the  said  earl  believes  it  could 
not  be  tlioiight  Tor  the  public  interest  to  pn> 
long  the  war,  without  an  ahsoUtc  nccetsit;. 
During  this  time,  the  States  bud  nmnag^ 
with  so  good  ceconom}',  that  the  said  carl 
hub  not  heard  of  an;  adiJiiionnl  dm;  laid  bv 
them  upon  trade,  from  the  ;ear  1702,  (otbe 
;earl711;  and  what  acquisitious  were  made 
upon  the  coDtinent,  during  the  contiouauce 
or  ilte  war,  thnogh  at  the  expence  of  British 
blood  and  treasure,  eccrued  to  the  share  of 
the  allies  ; and  the  Dutch  being  under  no 
prohibition  of  commerce  with  France,  bad  a 
further  ndvamagc  of  the  British  merchants  in 
respect  to  a free  trade.  Although  the  princes 
of  the  empire  were  engaged  by  previous 
treaties  tn  furnish  iherr  quotas  to  tbe  common 
cause;  yet,  when  they  were  often  pressed  to 
do  it,  they  alledged  in  excuse,  ‘ tiint  those 
‘ troops  (which  they  were  obliged  to  furnish  at 
' their  own  expence)  were  in  tbe  pay  of  tbe 
* crown  of  Great  Britain  the  emperor  left  it 
to  her  majesty  to  provide  for  theseiroops  which 
by  the  Portugal  treaty  in  the  year  1703,  he  was  to 
furnish;  the  king  orPonugal  not  only  neglected 
tlie  proportion  of  12,000  foot  and  3,000  horse, 
which  by  tbe  said  treaty  he  was  to  provide  at 
his  own  expence,  but  even  refused  to  permit 
the  11,000  foot  and  2,000  horse  (for  which  he 
had  subsidy  from  her  majesty)  (o  be  paid  by 
musters,  according  to  an  article  of  that  treaty ; 
and,  when  press^  to  furnish  his  full  number 
of  troops,  alledged  his  inability  for  want  of  that 
art  of  the  subsidies  wliich  tbe  States  ought  to 
are  paid  him;  so  that  almost  the  wliole  charge 
of  the  war  in  Spain  was  left  upon  her  majesty ; 
the  States,  having  sent  few  or  no  troops  thi- 
ther after  tlie  bottle  of  Almanaa,  and  all  tbe 
other  allies  bein^  likewiso  defective  in  their 
proportions.  This  was  the  condition  of  affairs 
with  respect  to  the  charge  of  the  war ; nor  did 
there  Appear,  from  tbe  tiien  situation  of  aftilirs, 
any  more  pramising  prospect  with  regard  to 
the  cveut ; for  although  it  bad  pleased  Gud  to 
bless  her  majesty's  arms  with  wauderful  sqc> 
cess,  at  which  the  said  earl  moit  sincerely  re- 
joiced; yet  it  did  not  appear  (hat,  after  the 
year  1706,  our  successes  la  other  parts  had 
countervuiled  our  losses  in  Spain ; for,  after 
two  great  battles  wherein  we  had  been  there 
defeated,  after  our  forces  bod  been  twice 
obliged  to  retire  from  Madrid,  aud  after  tbe 
taking  the  Bntisb  troops  at  Briiiuega,  the  re- 
covery of  Spain  (wbirn  wus  the  main  article 
(hat  retarded  the  conchision  of  (he  peace  at 
Gertruydenberg)  seemed  uliuosl  desperate; 
especially  since  the  French,  in  thu  year  1711, 
by  tlieir  plentiful  vintages  and  harvests  had  well 
nigh  recovered  tbe  elfects  of  the  famine  ; and 
aince  some  ofthe  allies,  at  the  some  time,  mode 
pressing  instances  for  reculling  part  ef  their 
troops,  as  they  bad  done  frequently  during  the 
coarse  of  the  wnr;  from  |«vlience  it  appears,  I 
bow  just  the  grounds  were,  apon  which  both 
houses  of  parliameut  represented  to  her  ma- 
jesty, ‘ that  the  war  hnd  Mn  unequally  carried 
' on,  aud  ruotiat  il»c bmne.iimpr8cueBble,’tl 


And  the  said 'earl  humbly  hopes,  be  shall  not 
be  tliougbt  to  have  designed  any  dis-service  to 
his  counB-y,  if,  in  such  a condition  of  affairs, 
he  did  not  dissaade  her  majesty  from  hearken- 
ing In  the  overtures  of  peace  made  to  her  from 
France ; or  if  during  the  negotiations,  he  endea- 
voured, by  corresponding,  with  her  majesty’s 
knowl^ge  and  approbation,  in  any  courts  con- 
cerned therein  to  rectify  any  raistaltesjorcaotri- 
hute  in  any  measure  towards  the  conclusion  of  a 
general  peace ; But  the  said  earl  believes,  that, 
ui  all  the  negotiations  towards  such  peace,  the 
allies  had  such  knowledge,  and  communication 
o(  all  measures  therein  taken  by  her  majesty, 
us  the  treaties  her  majesty  was  eng^ed  m re- 
quired ; that  the  propositions  transmitted  from 
France,  about  April  1711,  were  immediately 
commuaicated  to  the.  Pensionary  and  minis- 
ters of  Holland;  tliat  her  majesty  did  at  the 
some  time  assure  them  of  her  resolution  to  act 
in  concert  with  them,  in  making  peace  as  in 
making  war;  that  when  the  States  had  ex,- 
pressed  their  desires  to  be  equ^l  with  those  of 
Great  Britain,  for  a general  and  lasDtig  peace, 
and  had  declared,  ' that  they  were  ready  to 
’join  in  proper  measures  to  procure  it,  end  de- 
‘ sired  France  might  explain  itself  more  porti- 
* cularly  upon  tbe  points  contmacd  in  those 
‘ propositions;’  her  majesty  endeavoured  to 
obtain  such  explaiiailons,  and  afterwards  com- 
municuted  then  to  the  States;  And,  if  her 
majesty  thought  it  not  expedient  to  proceed  in 
tbe  method  of  a preliniinary  treaty,  which  had 
proved  so  ineffectual  in  the  years  1709  and 
1710,  hut  thought  it  might  be  sufficient  upon 
ariicles  signed  by  a minister  of  France,  by  bis 
sovereign’s  command,  to  open  conferences  for 
a peace;  tbe  said  earl  humbly  hopes,  that  this 
proceeding  will  appear  to  be  so  far  from  being 
! an  unreasonable  deviation  from  the  methods  of 
I former  transactions  in  that  kiud,  that  it  will  be 
I justified  by  many  precedents  of  such  treaties. 

The  said  earl  can  affinn,  that  duriag  the  whole 
I negocintion,  so  for  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
I acted  with  a sincere  iiitentioa  to  obtain  a 
I general  peace  fnr  the  wellare  and  honour  of 
I her  majesty  and  her  kingdoms,  and  such  as 
' might  give  reasonable  satisfaction  to  her  allies, 
j and  answer  all  tbe  obligations  her  majesty  waa 
' imder  by  auy  treaties  with  any  of  the  con- 
' federates;  and  is  not  conscious  to  himself  that 
I he  hath  in  any  respect  transgressed  tbat  duty, 

' which,  as  a privy  counsellor  or  officer  of  state, 
he  did  owe  po  her  m^esty  or  to  the  public, 
lie  is  not  insensible  that  many  of  the  articles 
' wherewith  he  stands  charged  are  complicated, 
with  such  mrcumstances,  aggravations,  and  in- 
1 ferences,  os  may  render  it  difficoli  for  him  to 
I acknowledge  some  facts  alledged,  without  ac- 
I kouwledging,  or  seeming  at  least  to  acknow* 
i ledge,  those  circomstaiiees  or  inferences : And 
' as  he  is  not  conscious  to  Irimself  of  being  guilty 
I of  any  crime  he  stands  cliar^  with;  so  be 
I takes  it  to  be  agreeable  to  tbe  c<>ininou  course 
' of  proceediogs  of  this  nature,  and  to  your  luid- 
I ships'  jusiipe,  that  he  should  nut  admit  auy 
r.cwcuButMvKs  u>  ‘ the  accrue^ 
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tioo  of  bbiBCIf.  He  therefore  begs  leave,  that 
he  may  be  allowed  tn  disiinguish  between  the 
act*  themselves  and  the  mfcrences  drawn  from 
them;  and  that,  wherever  he  acknowledges 
any  fact,  he  may  not  be  anderstond  to  ackoow> 
ledge  ^ose  conseqaences  which  are  in  the  arti- 
cles deduced  from  it,  unless  it  shall  appear  that 
the  consequence  was  the  aim  nnrl  design  of  the 
said  earl,  or  is  the  necessary  result  of  any  act 
he  hath  doae. 

“ In  Answer  to  the  first  Article ; the  said 
earl  aaitli.  That  be  alwaya  had  the  greatest 
r^srd  to  the  honour  and  safety  of  her  late 
majesty  and  her  kingdoms,  lo  all  the  engage- 
ments she  was  under  to  the  allies  of  this  na- 
tion, and  to  the  common  liberties  of  Europe ; 
that  he  never  was  devoted  to  the  interest  or  i 
service  of  the  French  king;  that  he  is  not 
conscious  to  himself  of  having  acted,  whilst 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  her  late  majes- 
ty’s high  treasurer,  or  one  of  her  most  ho- 
nourable privy  council,  contrary  to  his  oath, 
or  in  yiolaciou  of  Ills  duty  and  trust,  or  with 
disregard  to,  much  less  denance  of,  any  treaties 
in  the  said  antcie  mentioned,  the  advices  of 
parliatuenc,  her  majesty’s  declarations  from 
the  throne,  or  any  mutual  assurances  which 
bad  been  made  or  renewed  between  her  ma- 

aand  [he  States  to  act  in  perfect  concert 
each  other,  in  making  peace  as  in  mak- 
ing war:  And  he  utterly  denies  that,  in  or 
about  the  months  of  July  nr  August  1711,  or 
at  any  other  lime,  he  did  form  any  contrivance 
or  confederscy  to'  set  on  foot  a private,  sepa- 
rate, dishonourable,  or  destructive,  negociatioo 
of  peace,  between  Great  Britain  and  France ; 
nor  doth  he  know  of  any  such  contrivance  or 
confederacy  formed  by  any  of  her  majesty's  . 
privy  couDcil,  or  that  such  negotiation  was  at 
any  time  set  on  foot.  But  the  said  earl  salth, 
he  (loth  believe  that,  about  the  uoiith  of  April 
1711,  her  late  majesty  did  receive  from  France 
some  proposals,  in  order  to  set  on  foot  a treaty 
for  a general  psace,  signed  by  M.  tie  Torcy, 
secretary  of  state  to  the  most  Christian  king; 
which,  as  he  believes,  were  iinmetliately  coin- 
inunicaced  by  her  ambassador  in  Holland  to  the 
States-Gencral ; vt'liercupon,  as  lie  has  been  iu- 
foroied,  tliey  ' thanked  her  majesty  for  lier 
* confidence  in  them,  declared  themselves  to  be 
* weary  of  the  war,  and  ready  to  join  in  any 
‘ measures  her  majesty  should  think  proper  for 
' obtaining  a good  pence ; and  that  they  hoped 
' her  majesty  would  bring  tlie  French  to  ex- 
' plain  more  particularly  the  several  points  con- 
‘ tained  in  the  abovemenuoned  proposals 
or  to  that  effect ; And  that,  after  such  request, 
her  nimesty  sent  Matthew  Prior  esquire  to  the 
coDrtof  France,  in  order  to  obtain  as  full  and 
ample  an  explanation  as  he  could  of  the  fim 
uaeral  offers.  But  cbe  said  ear!  denies  that  he 
did  advise  her  majesty  to  send  the  said  Mr. 
Pnor  to  the  court  of  France,  to  makepropo- 
utioDs  of  peace  without  communicating  the 
*ame  to. her  allies;  or  tliat  the  said  Mr.  Prior 
did,  by  his  atjtvfijp^iprp^i^, 


propositions  to  the  miiiisiers  of  France,  wherein 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain  or  the  common 
interest  of  Europe  were  betrayer! ; nor  doth 
the  said  earl  know  that  the  said  Mr.  Prior  bed 
any  power  to  coimuunicate  propositions  to  the 
ministers  of  France,  which  betrayed  either  tl>e 
ioterest  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  common  in- 
terest of  Europe,  I'heretijre  the  said  earl  in- 
sists, that  tliere  is  no  ground  lo  charge  him 
with  the  treacherous  ur  pernicious  contri- 
vances in  this  article  meniioiieil  : And  if  any 
article  was  inserted  in  any  propositions  to  l>« 
communicate.d  by  the  .'aid  Mr.  Prior,  ‘ That 
‘ thesecret  should  he  inviolably  kept,  tillal- 

* lowed  to  be  divulged  by  the  mutunl  consent 
‘ of  both  parties  ;”  yet  the  said  earl  denies 
that  such  article  was  inserted  by  his  advica  ; 
and  if  any  such  there  was,  he  cannot,  however, 
believe  it  was  designed  to  exclude  her  mnjesty's 
allies  from  the  just  share  in  tiie  said  acgocia- 
tiuDs:  And  hopea  be  may  be  allowed  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  case  any  instruciinns  were  given 
Ibrnoi  divalpiug  propositions  which  concerned' 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  the  same  were  far 
from  manifesting  such  design  as  is  before  men- 
tioned ; since  it  is  well  known  to  he  the  uo- 
doubted  right  of  every  member  of  a con- 
federacy, to  demand  particular  advantages  for 
themselves,  not  inconsistent  with  their  alliances, 
and  which  are  not  to  take  place  but  on  the 
couefusiou  ofa  general  peace  ; and  ithtts  been 
usual  fiir  those  to  whom  the  first  overtures  of 
peace  are  made,  to  make  demauds  for  them- 

' selves  m the  first  place  ; as  the  States  Dartiru- 
larly  did  in  the  negociations  at  the  Hague  in 
the  year  1709,  and  at  Gertruvdenburg  in  the 
year  1710.  And  tliough  he  apprehends  that 
an  agreement  not  to  divulge  the  propositions, 
without  the  mutual  consent  of  both  parties, 
could  not  be  to  the  prgudice  of  the  alNesi 
yet  lie  believe*  that,  in,  order  to  prevent  any 
anreasoiiable  jealousies  among  them,  even 
those  proposiiinns  which  related  to  Great  Bri- 
tain in  particular  were  communicated  to  them  ; 
and  ibnt  it  will  likewise  appear,  that  the  pro- 
positions signed  by  Mous.  de  Torcy,  and 
transmitted  in  the  mnatb  of  April  1711,  iu  the 
said  articles  mcniioned,  whereby  it  is  said, 
‘The  French  king  offered  to  treat  with  the 
‘ plenipotciiiiuriea  r>f  England  and  Holland 

• alone,  nr  jointly  with  those  of  the  allies,  at 
‘ the  choice  of  England,’  were  proposals  re- 
lating only  (otlie  maimer  of  treating  when  the 
conferences  should  be  opened  ; and  that  her 
majesty  was  so  far  froiu  lakiiigupoD  her  to 
treat  singly  for  the  allies,  that  she  chose  to 
have  nil  the  parties  ndmiited  to  the  Congress, 
where  tliey  might  liave  an  opportunity  of 
treating,  aud  adjusting  their  respective  ince- 
resls  ; that  being  in  her  opinion  toe  fairest  me- 
thod of  proceeding,  most  adveotegeous  to  the 
confederates,  and  most  likely  to  prevent  jea- 
lousies and  discords  among  them.  And  the 
said  earl  saith.  That  lie  doth  not  know  that 
any  n^ociatiou  of  peace  was  contrived  or  set 
on  font,  by  auy  persons  employed  in  liermn- 
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advBiitei'eou:  to  France  than  France  hid  asked, 
or  which  had  the  tendency  to  give  the  enemy  a 
power  to  create  tnisunderstandmga  between  her 
tiiajcity  lud  her  ailies,  or  to  destroy  tbe  con-' 
Adenci!  between  ibuin. 

“ In  Answer  to  the  Second  Article ; clie  said 
earl  snilh.  That  he  believes  Moos.  Mesna^er, 
n subject  ol'  tbe  French  king,  did,  soate  time 
in  the  year  1711,  with  her  majesty’s  leave, 
come  into  tlie  Uhgdom  of  Great  Bniain,  nod 
bring  with  him  a letter  from  tbe  said  French 
kiogto  her  lute  Diaj^ty,  acknowledging  her  ma- 
jesty, queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  likewise 
expressing  a desire  to  re-establish  peace 
with  her ; and  that  he  was  furnished  with 
full  powers  from  tlie  said  French  king,  for 
that  purpose.  Tlie  said  earl  .lurtlier  soitb. 
That  It  bath  been  the  usual  and  allowed  prac- 
tice in  roost  nations,  especially  in  England,  for 
privy  counsellors,  by  verbal  orders  from  die  so- 
vereign, to  confer  vitbin  the  realm  with  minis- 
lers  of  foreign  princes  : and  he  conceivcssuch 
practice  to  be  agreeable  to  die  laws  of  ibis 
realm  ; and  that  full  powers  are  usually  grant- 
ed to  ministers  who  are  sent  abroad,  for  the 
jusliiicalJon  of  the  persons  with  whom  they 
shall  treat,  rather  than  to  justify  such  miuisiers 
themselves.  Ami  tbe  said  earl  denies  that 
be  did  in  die  montli  of  Scpieiober  1711, 
or  at  any  other  lime,  secretly  and  unlaw- 
fully, or  without  autiioiiiy,  confer  or  treat 
will]  the  said  Sieur  Mesnsger,  on  the  ue- 
gociatiuBs  of  peace  between  Great  Biitoin 
and  France,  or  that  he  did  advise  or  promote 
die  making  a privuie  ami  separate  treaty  or 
egrccinent  between  the  said  crowns;  bathe 
bath  been  informed,  and  doth  believe,  that 
there  was  a paper,  styled,  'The  Answer  of 
* France  to  the  preliminary  Demands  uf  Great 
' Britain,'  more  'particularly  signed  by  M. 
Mesnager  only ; to  which  was  subjoined  a de- 
claration of  the  queen’s  acceptance  of  tliose 
preliminary  articles  ns  conditions  his  most 
Cbristiau  majesty  consented  to  grant,  which  were 
to  be  redoced  into  die  usual  form  of  treaties, 
and  explained  niter  tbe  most  clear  and  most 
intelligible  manner  to  the  common  satisfaction 
of  Groat  Britain  and  France,  and  this  only  in 
case  of  a gcnerol  peace  ; and  this  declaration, 
or  some  other  drcturaiion  to  die  like  effect,  be 
believes  might  be  signed  by  the  lord  Dart- 
mouth nnd  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  os  in  the 
said  Article  is  set  forth  : Buidiesaid  earl  must 
crave  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  judgment  ofyour 
Wdsblps,  whether  a paper  of  that  sort  (if  any 
surh  there  was)  containing  offers  from  France*, 
which  were  not  to  lake  effect  but  in  case  of  a 
geiieritl  peace,  con  be  callcd  a separate  treaty  : 
He  believes  tbe  allies  bad  early  knowledge  and 
participation  of  the  suit]  proposals  from  tbe 
ministers  of  Great  Britain  ; but  denies  that 
the  interests  of  Great  Dritaiii  were  thereby 
given  up  to  France,  nr  die  duke  of  Anjou  ad- 
mitted tu  be  king  of  Spain  ; since,  in  the  de> 
cUraiicn  annexed  to  the  said  proposals,  lie 
believes  it, 


‘ vantages  mentioned  in  those  propasaIs,what 
‘ prince  soever  he  should  be  to  whom  the  mo- 

* uarefay  uf  Spain  should  be  allotted  And  the 
said  eurl,  recmlectiog  as  well  as  he  can  wlmt 
were  her  majesty’s  views  at  that  time,  is  per- 
suaded, that  her  nmjeity  had  then  a prospect 
that  the  monarchy  uf  Spain  would  fall  to  die 
share  of  another  prince.  Tbe  said  earl  deoica 

. dint,  by  his  privily,  consent,  or  advice,  any  pri- 
vate or  separate  treaty  or  agreement,  whereby 
tlie  interests  of  Great  Britain  were  given  up 
to  France,  or  the  duke  of  Anjou  was  admittea 
to  be  king  of  Spain,  was  agreed,  concluded,  or 
signed,  by  die  said  Sieur  Mtsaager  on  tlie  part 
of  France,  aud  by  the  lord  Dartmouth  and 
Henry  St.  John,  or  cither  of  them,  in  behalf 
of  iitr  late  majesty;  much  less  did  the  said 
earl  at  any  time  assume  to  himself  regal  power, 
or  lake  upon  him  to  meet  and  treat  with 
tbe  enemy  without  authority  from  her  ma- 
jesty, or  rlu  any  ihiog  to  subvert  the  an- 
tienc  and  established  constitulion  of  the 
goverameiit  of  these  kingdoms,  or  iutro- 
I duce  any  ill^al  or  dangerous  methods  oftrans- 
I acting  the  uffiiirs of  state.  Aud  the  said  earl 
further  sallh,  That  he  did  never  aim  at  or  eii- 
dcavoiir,  by  any  separate  treaty,  to  dissolve  or 
cancel  niiy  of  those  solemn  treaties  in  which 
her  majesty  stood  engaged  to  her  allies ; nor 
was  he  privy  to  any  Ueaiy  whereby  tbe  queen 
was  brought  under  n dilemma,  eidier  to  submit 
to  tlie  dictates  of  France  in  the  progress  of 
sneb  negotiation,  or  to  lose  the  coohdence  of 
tier  allies. 

“In  Aasner  to  ibe  Third  Ailicle;  the  said 
Earl  denies  chat,  to  disguise  or  curry  on  any 
private,  separate,  or  dangerous  n^otiacions,  he 
did  contrive  nr  advise  tlie  prejiaring  and  furm- 
iiig  die  sec  of  general  preJiminaries  in  the  ar- 
ticle meatioiied,  intituled,  ‘ Preliminary  Arti- 
‘ cleson  the  part, of  France,  to  come  to  a ge- 
‘ nerni  pence,”  or  ony  other  sec  of  general  pre- 
liniiaaries  nf  like  nature,  or  chat  the  same 
should  be  signed  by  the  Sieur  MesiinKr;  or 
that  be  did  ndvise  her  sacred  majesty,  that  the 
same  should  be  received  by  her  majesty  t But 
> tbe  said  earl  batb  been  informed,  that  certain 
articles,  called,  ‘ Preliminary  Articles  on  the 

* part  of  Prance,  tu  come  to  a general  peace,' 

. signed  by  the  Sieur  Meatnger  only,  were  re- 
ceived by  her  majesty ; end  believes  the  same 
might  be  communictiied  to  tlie  mioistera  of  the 
allies  then  residing  in  England,  as  u ground 
whereon  the  conf^erates  might  treat  or  n«o- 
tislc  coneeraing  a general  peace;  but  nbetfier 
the  same  were  cuminuuicated  as  the  only  trans- 
actions that  had  been  on  that  subject  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  said  earl  kuows 
nut:  Gut, since  it  is  termed  impious  adrice, 
and  contrary  tu  the  duty  end  trust  of  a miuis- 
cer  of  state  of  Great  Britain,  to  advise  ihe 

I receiving  sucli  articles,  the  said  earl,  from  his 
' concern  for  the  honour  of  her  late  mmesty's 
I administration,  and  the  future  welfare  of  these 
is  criminal 


IG9]  PARL.  HISTORY,  2 Gborgx  I.  1715. — to  the  Arliela  Imptacbnent.  [170 


for  9uch  minister  to  advise  the  receiving  arti- 
cles frora  a minister  of  a prince  in  trar,  con* 
caiuiDg  proposals  for  giving  reasonable  sntis- 
Action  to  Great  Britain  ami  all  her  allies,  and 
nhicli,  being  signed  by  tbe  minister  of  tliac 
prince  only,  were  not  iiiletided  to  bind  auy 
other;  And  since  preliminary  articles  are  no 
essential  step  towards  a general  iiegoiiatioii, 
tliere  being,  as  be  believes,  but  few  instances 
where  any  matters  of  importance  have  been 
settled  before  the  opening  of  general  confe- 
rences, the  said  carl  doth  uut  coiicei  ve  that,  if 
any  minister  of  state  had  advised  her  majesty 
to  accept  the  preliminaries  or  ofTersfrum  France, 
said  to  be  signed  by  M.  Mesuager,  the  S7lli 
day  of  September  1711,  ns  the  fuundniion  of  a 
treaty,  lie  had  thereby  oSeiided  against  any 
bnon-ii  law ; since  the  proceedings  upon  such 
preliminaries  could  not  be  more  unsafe  than 
proceeding  without  any  at  all.  The  said  earl 
denies  that  any  treaty,  signed  by  the  carl  of 
Dartmouth  or  Mr.  St.  John,  or  either  of  them, 
on  the  part  of  England,  ami  the  Sieur  l^esna- 

ftr  on  the  part  of  France  (if  any  such  there 
e),  was  industriously  concealed  from  the  al- 
lies, her  majesty's  council  orparliament,  by  bis 
udrice  or  contrivance ; or  that  be  dissuaded 
her  majesty  from  laying  any  such  treaty  hefure 
her  allies, her  council,  or  parliament;  or  that 
lie  advised  her  majesty  to  receive  tho  said  ge- 
neral preliminaries,  or  to  communicate  the 
i>ame  in  her  name,  or  by  lier  authority,  Co  the 
States  General,  as  n sufficient  Auuduiion 
wherenn  to  open  the  coiiferences  of  peace 
with  France,  The  said  earl  liath  been  inform- 
ed, and  doth  believe,  that  there  were  certain 
instructions  prepared  and  signed  by  her  ma- 
iesiy,  and  delivered  to  lbs  earl  of  Strafford, 
her  majesty’sumbassadurto  (be  States  General, 
w herein  the  said  ambassador  might  be  directed 
ti>  represent  to  the  Pensionary  of  Holland,  und 
such  others  as  sliouid  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  him,  in  sucli  manner  as  is  set  forth  in  this 
article,  or  to  liie  like  eSecti  But  he  denies  that 
Ure  said  insirucriopa  were  prepared,  signed,  or 
delivered,  by  his  adrice.  Nevertheltss,  the 
said  earl  believes  the  said  insiruoiions  wore 
wtll  warranted  by  tlie  truth  of  such  facts  as  in 
tlie  said  article  are  secfoicb  tu  be  comaioed  in 
ihnse  instructions;  since  tbe  said  carl  hath  liarl 
credible  infuruiuiion,  that,  after  her  ninjesty 
had  received  nn  arcount  of  the  sense  of  some, 
persons  in  Holland,  concerning  the  overtures 
loado  by  France  for  tlie  setting  a general  nego- 
tiation of  peace  on  foot,  very  pressing  instances 
were  made  nn  her  majesty’s  behalf  with  the 
euamy,  to  espUin  the  first  offers  marie  by 
M.  deTorcy  mure  particularly,  and  to  form  a 
distinct  project  of  such  a peace  as  they  were 
willing  to  conclude;  and  that  such  instances 
bud  elfeci,  will  appear  from  the  preliminaries, 
•Bid  to  be  signed  by  M.  Mesnager,  September 
27th  ITU,  wherein  several  explications  are 
“"de,  and  many  particulars  of  moment  are 
contained,  which  were  notin  the  propositions 
®f  H.  do  Torcy.  Wherefore  the  said  earl  ap- 
prehends, iha*:ibe.pmjio»io^-S3tid\iiti*b^:Mw^i 
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ticle  to  be  sent  over  to  France  (if any  such  were 
sent)  were  not  so  general  as  the  propositions 
of  M..de  Torcy,  nor  in  any  respect  ensoaring  or 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  Great  Briiaio  or 
tbe  allies ; but  yet  tbe  said  ear!  believes,  that 
her  msjeaty,  at  the  same  time  she  did  commo- 
nicate  the  said  preliminaries  to  the  States  Ge- 
neral, did  likewise  order  her  ambassador  to  ac- 
quaint them,  ‘That  she  judged  those  articles 
‘ did  not  contain  socb  particular  concessions  at 
‘ France  would  be  probably  obliged  to  make  in 
‘ thecoma  of  the  negotiaiians;'  or  to  that  ef- 
fect. If  therefore  her  majesty  did,  for  the  good 
and  ease  of  her  people,  endeavour  to  prevail 
with  her  allies  to  enter  into  a negotiation  of 
pe-sce,  and  did  communicate  the  said  prelimi- 
naries to  them  with  that  view;  the  said  earl 
caiioiit  he  induced  to  believe,  that  the  said  ge- 
; iieral  preliminaries,  communicated  to  the  States 
. by  her  majesty  in  manner  aforesaid,  were  calcu- 
' lattd  to  amuse  aad  deceive  them ; nor  doth 
' the  said  earl  know,  or  believe,  llint  lier  ma- 
jesty's iustructions  to  her  said  ambassador, 
ciiher  in  tbe  panicnlars  abovesaid  or  in  auy 
oilier,  contained  matters  false,  prevaricating, 
or  evasive:  and  the  said  earl  must  take  the  li- 
berty to  affirm,  tliat  in  the  late  negotiations  of 
peace,  us  weU  as  in  all  oth^r  public  transactions 
of  state,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  acted 
with  the  highest  regard  Co  the  honour  of  her 
majesty,  and  with  the  utmost  zeal,  for  the  nel- 
fare  both  of  her  end  her  people ; and  is  nut 
conscious  to  himself,  iliat  lie  ever  gave  any 
counsels  whereby  tlie  troth  and  sacredness, 
which  ought  to  constitute  and  accompany  the 
instructions  of  public  ambassadors  to  princes 
in  friendship  and  confederacy  ngainst  the  com- 
mon enemy,  were  iu  any  wise  prostituted,  or 
the  honour  of  her  majesty  and  of  the  imperial 
cronn  of  tiiese  realms  in  any  son  debased  or 
betrayed.  And  he  humbly  hopes  no  instance 
enn  he  "iren,  wherein  the  royal  hand  of  her 
laic  majesty  was  mode  the  iustruoient  to  ad- 
vance tlie  interest  of  the  couinion  enemy 

“ Iu  Answer  to  the  Fourth  Article;  the  said 
Earl  doth  not  remember  what  reprcsenlntJoiia 
were  made  by  Monsieur  Buys  to  her  majesty, 
in  relation  to  t1ie  propositions  in  the  said  airicte 
menUoned.  But  saitli,  that  if  any  representa- 
lions  were  made,  the  same  were  not  rendered 
ineffectual  by  any  inQoence  of  tbe  said  earl. 
And  the  said  earl  doth  admit.  Char,  at  a com- 
mittee of  council,' there  might  be  made  some 
(ledaratinn  in  her  majesty’s  uanie  to,  M.  Buys, 
t«4he  efficct  in  the  said  article  mentioned ; but 
doth  not  admit,  tlial  any  such  dc-clacalion 
was  made  by  bim  the  said  earl,  or  by  bit  ma- 
nagement or  contrivance ; and  tho  said  earl 
believes,  that  what  was  Bodeclared  to  the  said 
M.  Buys  was  agreeable  to  Irath,  and  to  the 
real  sentiments  and  intentions  of  her  mujesty  ; 
nor  doth  he  know,  wlierein  tbe  uiid  article, 
sigoed  by  M.  Mesuager,  and  accepted  by  the 
lord  Dartmouth  and  .Mr.  St.  John  (if  any  such 
were  then  signed)  were  iaconsisieut  with  such 
^4ecteIloriM•..'DSlbdl«l  ihet-'imjentyn- niik  thereby 
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di&licmaiircd.  or  lier  allies  abusad;  or  tiiat.  an; 
■icgntiaiioi)  entered  into  wiiii  Fi'ancc  Kascither 
dangerous  in  iuelf  qr  faud  in  icscudsetjuencei. 

"In  Answer  to  the  Fifth  Article;  the  said 
FnrI  admits,  Itiat  her  sacred  majesty  queen 
Anne  did,  in  due  futm  of  Irw,  and  under  her 
{treat  seal,  consdiutc  the  right  reverend  John 
lord  bishop  of  Bristol  and  ilie  earl  of  Slraf- 
foed,  her  plenipotenuaTies.  vrith  full  powers,  to 
meet,  treat,  and  conclude,  vrith  the  plenipo- 
tiaries  of  the  confederates  and  tiiose  wlioin 
the  French  ^ing  should  on  his  part  depute  for' 
that  purpose,  the  condiciaus  of  a goud  and 
general  peace,  that  should  be  safe,  linnooruble, 
and,  M mr  as  was  pwssihle,  agreeable  to  Iherea- 
aonahlc  demands  of  nil  parties;  and  believes  in- 
atruct^bns  were  prepared  and  delivered  to 
them,  wherein  they  were  inurueted,  among, 
other  things,  to  the  effect  in  the  said  article  set 
fonli ; and  is  firmly  persuaded,  that,  when  the 
said  plenipoteuliaries  were  so  instructed  to 
insist  that  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  sliould 
not  be  alloucd  to  the  house  of  Bourbon,  no 
treaty  hud  been  nKOtieted  and  agreed,  tboc 
Spain  and  tlie  West  Indies  should  remain  in  a 
branch  of  tbut  honse ; and  he  has  reason 
to  believe,  tlmt  at  tlie  time  aben  the  said  in> 
structions  were  given  to  her  majesty’s  said 
lenipolentianes,  there  was  just  ground  to  be* 
eve  Uint  king  Philip  would  be  induced  to 
•bandon  Spain  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
content  hiniseif  with  the  dominions  of  Savoy 
and  the  kingdom  of  Sicily;  and  he  believes  he 
so  far  depend  on  his  memory  as  to  say, 

‘ That  he  lieard  the  late  queen  declare,  she 
' believed  the  prospect  king  Philip  had  of 
' succeeding  to  the  crown  of  France,  would  be 
* an  inducement  to  him  to  be  easy  wuli  tiiat 
' allotuKiit and  it  seemed  probable,  that  the 
addition  of  tlie  dominions  of  Savoy  in  the 
crown  of  France,  in  case  king  Philip  should 
sncceed  to  ir,  would  be  esteemed  by  the 
French  court  as  a tiling  more  , to  be  desired 
them,  than  ihut  Spain  and  the  Indies 
should  remain  in  the  possession  of  a younger 
prince  of  the  house  of  Bourlion,  under  the 
condition  of  bis  renouncing  the  right  he  would 
have  to  tlie  crown  of  France  if  the  eldest 
branch  shuuld  foil.  These  seem  to  him  to 
have  bceii  her  majesty's  views  at  the  time 
when  the  said  instructions  were  given  to  the 
bishop  of  Bristol  and  the  earl  of  Strafford: 
suid  he  therefore  believes]  thad  whoever  con- 
trived or  prepared  tlie  same,  dia  prepare  them 
confbnnaole  to  her'majesty’s  real  seniimeiits, 
and  nos  far  from  auy  thought  or  design  to 
abuse  the  cuyal  authority,  delude  the  States 
Geoetal,  prqudice  his  imperial  majesty  or  any 
of  the  allies,  or  enrr^  on  the  measures  of 
France.  And  if  king  Philip  nitetwards,  upon  in- 
formation that  the  then  Dauphin  was  likelr  to 
live,  or  at  the  pressing  instances  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  innueuce  of  Spanish  councils, 
or  upon  any  other  inocives,  refused  to  nccept 
of  Savoy  and  Sicily,  and  chose  father  to  re- 
Bounce  the  Freucu  xnomtrthyj  be  thinks  no 
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person  who  acts  in  the  service  of  the  crown, 
can  be  safe,  if  it  may  be  charged  on  him  as  a 
crime,  that  be  advised  instmetions,  which,  by 
ioterveoiog  circumstauces,  afterwards  liecame 
improper:  but  he  tjie  said  earl  doth  not 
admit  that  lie  contrived  or  prepared  the 
said  instructions,  or  was  consenting  or  advising 
to  the  contriving  or  preparing  of  them,  or' 
prevailidoii  her  majesty  to  sign  them ; much 
less  that  lie  abused  tlie  royal  authority  to  the 
dcliisioii  of  the  Sintes  General,  or  imciided  the 
prejudice  of  his  imperial  majesty  or  any  of 
the  allies,  or  was  engaged  to  carry  on  the  mea- 
sures of  Fuance,  or  had,  when  the  said  in- 
sCructiiiiis  wore  prepared,  negotiated  or  agreed 
with  the  minisceni  of  France,  that  Spain  and 
the  West  Indies  should  remain  in  a hraneb 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  or  had  prevailed 
un  her  majesty  to  be  party  te  any  private 
treaty  ivherein  the  same  is  necessarily  implied. 
If  the -plenipotentiaries  were  iustrucicd,.*  That 
‘ in  case  iho  enemy  should  object,  that  the 
‘ second  article  of  the  seven  signed  mun- 
' sieur  Mesnuger  implied  the  duke  of  Anjou 
‘ should  continue  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  to 
‘ insist  that  those  articles  were  binding  to 
‘ France,  but  laid  ocitber  the  queen  nor  her 
‘ allies  under  any  obligation ;’  the  said  carl 
doth  not  apprehend  how  an  instruction  to  her 
majesty’s  plenipotentiaries,  to  make  a just 
answer  to  a false  inference  that  might  happen 
to  be  drawn  by  tlie  enemy  from  the  words  of 
such  an  article,  can  be  interpreted  an  entering 
into  a confederacy  or  collusion  with  the  minis- 
ters of  the  enemy  ; or  that  her  majesty's  con- 
sent to  such  instructions  could  imply  any  design 
to  impose  on  bis  imperial  majesty  or  the  allies, 
or  to  coDCeni  any  negociadoiis  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  But  tlie  said  earl  is  con- 
fident it  will  not  appear,  by  any  of  liis  actions, 
on  the  strictest  scrutiny,  that  be  ever  entered 
into  any  confederacy  or  collusion  with  the 
rainisteia  of  the  enemy,  or  prevailed  on  the 
queen  to  give  her  consent  thereto,  or  bad  sny 
designs  to  impose  upon  his  imperial  majesty  or 
any  of  the  allies,  or  ever  was  privy  to  any 
secret  negotiations  or  separate  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  whereby,  either  in  the 
beferp-mentioned  or  in  any  other  particulars, 
any  reproach  could  be  brought  on  the  crown 
of  these  realms,  or  any  treaties  wherein  her 
majesty  was  engaged  to  her  allies  were  vio- 
lated. 

" In  Answer  to  the  Sixth  Article;  the  said 
F.url  doth  admit,  that  after  the  conferences  of 
peace  between  the  pleuipotentiaries  of  the 
allies  and  those  of  the  enemy  for  negotiating 
a genend  peace  were  opened,  wherein  he  is 
persuaded  her  majesty  aud  her  ministers  did 
act  iu  perfect  confidence  with  the  allies,  in 
order  to  promote  their  cnomion  interest,  and 
Co  obtain  tram  the  enemy  all  just  and  reasou- 
uble  satisfaction,  the  progress  qf  the  said  nego- 
tiation was  delayed  by  debates  concerning  tbe 
enemies  refusal  to  ^ve  their  answer  iu  writing 
to  the  demands  of  the  alli»;  but  be  doth  not 
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concerning  tNe  lMvin^  of  Spun  and  ttie  West 
Indies  in  the  possession  of  • Liraacb  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  and  accepliiig  tlierenun* 
emiion  of  bis  right  to  the  kingdom  of  France 
b;  the  diiWa  of  Anjuo;  lie  doifioot  ut  present 
! any  reason  nhy  he  might  nut  have  teen  of 
I opinion  firr  leaving  Spain  nnd  the  West  Indies 
to  the  present  possessor,  mid  accepeiog  the 
rennucimion,  ratiier  Uuu  have  contmoeci  tbu 
wtir,  so  buribeosome  to  liie  people,  mid  ioit, 
pracdcubieupnn  ihpfuot  on  which  iiilit'D  stood; 

I 'especicilysinccall  endeuvourato  remove  him 
I hy  treaties  or  futce  had  so  long  proved  ioei^ 
j fwcual  : and  in  case  any  such  memorial  as  is 
forth  in  the  said  ariicie  was  sent  by  any 
I minister  of  France  to  iLe  secretary  of  the  late 


know  that  any  of  the  ministers  of  Great 
Britain  did,  by  any  encourogemeot  or  cun- 
cuneoce,  contribute  thereunto.  And  if  during 
that  time  her  majesty  thought  lit  to  auUiorize 
any  of  her  ministers  to  write  or  negotiate 
upon  any  particular  points  relating  to  the 
pence,  directly  iVotn  England  lu  France,  in 
order  to  facjliinte  the  general  negotiation  of 
peace,  which  he  the  said  earl  doth  not  admit 
to  have  been  done  by  his  privity : yet  he  the; 
said  earl  doth  not  apprehend  that,  by  the 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  or  any  7nw  b 
being,  tlie  queen  was  debarred  from  doing  so; 
or  that,  by  constituting  the  said  plenipateo* 
tiaries,  the  had  so  far  .delegated  U>,cheni  her 
royal  uuthorUy,  as  to  be  disabled,  niebnut  re- 
voking their  commission,  to  treat  or  uegotiare 
any  matters  conducing  to  that  cud,  in  tUcli 
other  manner  as  she  should  think  fit.  The 
said  earl  sailh.  That  he  did  not  advise,  con- 
trive ur  proQiiite,-Bny  private,  separate,  or 
uiijusiiliable  negotiation  with  Fiance;  nor 
doth  he  know  any  negotiation  relating  lu  iiie 
peace  was  carrieci  oa  without  cumiiiuniention 
thereof  to  the  allies.  And  tlie  said  earl  denies 
that  he  ever  assumed  regtd  authuritv ; or  that 
be  treated  of  peace  with  France  in  any 
maiiacr  that  could  be  liable  to  such  impu- 
tation ; or  did  promote  the  design  of  the  eiie- 
tny,  to  the  destruction  of  the  coimhon  cause 
of  her  majesty  or  of  her  allies,  cuiitmry  to 
the  laws  or  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  or  in 
violation  of  any  of  the  alliances  her  majesty 
stood  engaged  in,  or  of  the  assurances  given 
by  tier  majesty,  or  of  her  instractions  to  her 
planipotentiuries  ; or  that  any  terms  of  peace 
were  by  him  at  any  time  concerted,  preju- 
dicial to  the  interest  of  her  majesty,  or  W 
kingdoms  or  allies,  or  whereby  the  good  eRects 
of  the  general  negotiation  were  defeated. 

“ lo  Answer  to  the  Seventh  Article  the  said 
Rarl  saith.  That  be  never  advised  heriate  majes- 
ty to  accept  of  a treaty  with  France,  on  a sup- 
position that  the  Spanish  inoonrcliy  should  con- 
tinue in  the  possessiou  of  a branch  of  tho 
bouse  of  Bourbou  ; nor  did  be  advise  or  cany 
00  any  private  or  separate  D^ociotiou  with 
France,  ou  the  subject  of  a renunciation  to  be 
made  by  tbe  duke  of  Anjou  of  the  right  he 
night  have  to  tiie  kinedom  uf  France,  and  that 
such  renunciation  ^ouid  be  tbe  security 
t^inst  the  fe-union  of  the  two  kingdoms;  or 
that  by  bis  counsels  her  majesty  was  prevailed 
00  to  accept,  and  finally  to  conclude  and  ratify, 
0 treaty  of  pence  with  France,  wherein  tbesaid 
renunciation  is  taken  as  a sufficient  expedient 
to  prevent  the  mischiefit  that  threatened  all 
.Europe,  io  case  tbe  crowns  of  France  and 
Spain  should  be  united  upon  the  head  of  one 
•nd  the  same  person  ; nor  doth  he  know  that, 
during  ilie  said  negociation,  aaj  such  memorial 
u in  die  said  article  is  set  forth,  was  transmitfed 
by  the  said  monsieur  de  Torcy  to  aay  of  her 
^ujesty’s  principal  secretaries  of  ' 


be  tlie‘ 

if  be  had 


id  earl  d<uh  freely  apknowledgc,  that,  I 


proof  of  tbe  euriiesineas  oftbe  court  of  Franca 
to  avoid  such  renunciation,  tvhicb  might  mor« 
etlectually  prevent  nil  possibility  of  annexing 
the  crown  uf  Spain  to  that  of  France.  But, 
wiiatever  inducements  might  be  for  such  a me- 
morial (if  any  such  was  transmitted),  the  said 
earl  doth  affirm,  that  henevergare  any  conn- 
aeis,  by  which  tlie  interest  of  tbe  conimon  cause 
could  be  betrayed  Into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ; 
nor  doth  he  tbinkit  was  possible,  by  any  power 
and  influence,  to  engage  her  majesty  to  becoma 
parn  with  France  in  any  deceit;  but  whatever 
creuic  be  at  any  time  had  by  her  favour,  he  al- 
ways used  it,  with  tbe  utmost  sincerity,  fqi 
her  service  and  the  good  of  berpeopie.” 

lu  Apswer  to  the  Eighth  Article  ; tbe  siiii 
Earl  'believes  that  her  late  majesty  queen 
Anne  did,  on  the  7th  day  of  December  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  iril,  recommend  itfromtfaa 
throne,  “ That  provision  might  be  mode  for  an 
early  ciimpaign,  in  order  lo  carry  on  tbe  war 
with  vigour,  aud  as  the  best  way  to  render  thi 
treaty  of  pence  eflectual ; and  be  doth  beiieVa 
that,  in  order  thereto,  supplies  were  grouted, 
and  magazines  providra  atn  great  expence,  for 
an  early  campaign  ; and  that  in  pursuance 
thereof,  her  majesty  might  send  some  general 
officers  to  explaia  tier  intentions  to  her  allies; 
and  likewise  instructed  her  ucnpral  the  duke  of 
Ormond  to  declare  her  resulutiuns  of  carrying 
on  the  war,  nnd  to  concert  with  tbe  generals 
of  the  allies  tlie  proper  measures  for  emeting 
upon  action:  and  he  doibbeiicvetliat  the  confe- 
derate army  was  provided  with  alluecessaries; 
but  whether  the  said  army  had  approached,  or 
how  near  they  had  approached,  to  the  enemy  ; 
whether  they  hod  any,  orwiiat  superiority  as 
to  thenumberof  troops;  or  whnt  likelihood 
there  was  that  they  would  have  been  uhie,  ei- 
ther by  battle  or  siege,  to  have  bettered  this 
affairs  of  the  allies,  or  to  haveikcilitated  the 
negneiations  of  pence,  the  said  eni  is  not  able 
to  say  ; but  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  any  miscarriage  or  disaster  on  the  pnrtoi 
the  alUes,  at  such  njunciure,  must  have  been 
fatal  in  tl.em  ; aud  though  ibe'livine  assistance 
had  lieenvery  rcaiarkablein  the  many  victories 


her  niqjesty’sforces  hod  obtained,  yet 


lalfot  libelv 
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the  abould,  without  the  greatest  necessitv,  burs 
been  willing  to  bnve  tampced  that  Providence 
which  bad  been  so  siguol  in  her  favour,  b;  Im- 
zacding  the  blood  ufbersulijecte,  nta  liniewlieii 
the  bad  so  near  a prospect  of  the  conclusion  nf 
a peace : aud  the  said  enri  believes  it  might  be 
owing  to  this  piei^  of  Che  queen,  and  her 
knowledge  ofsotne  important  matters  then  de- 
pending, that  direciions  were  sent  to  the  duke 
of  Ormond  (if  an^  such  were  tent)  to  avoid 
' engaging  in  anv  siege,  nr  havArding  an;  battle, 
till  lurther  orders ; which  he  supposelb  her 
majesty  might  do  upon  any  causes  she  thought 
proper,  ns  well  as  the  deputies  of  the  States  ; 
who  as  the  said  earl  bath  been  informed,  bare 
often  refused  to  engage  in  siege  ur  battle 
upon  such  ground  as  they  alone  thought  tit, 
wbentbeirown  generals  and  the  generals  of  the 
other  allies  were  of  opinion  they  liad  a risible 
advantage  of  the  enemy,  and  miglit  engage  in 
such  siege  or  battle  with  great  probability  of 
' success.  But  be  doth  aflirm,  that  ihe  minuters 
of  France  never  representerPto  him,  or  to  any 
others  as  far  os  he  knows,  duriug  any  iirgocia- 
tion,  any  apprehensions  they  had  from  the 
bravery  and  good  disposition  ofche  confederate 
army;nor  was  he  ever  informed  of  anv  sore  pros- 
pect, wliicb,itisallcdged  tlie  armyot'  the  confe- 
derates then  bad,  efgainiBg  new  conquests  over 
the  army  of  France,  or  whereby  they  would 
have  been  enabled  to  halSt  furc^  any  better 
terms  of  peace  than  there  was  at  that  time 
likelibood  of,  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  been 
iafonned,  that  the  forces  of  France  were  su- 
perior in  number  to  those  of  tliu  confederates, 
especially  in  horse.  However,  the  said  earl 
doth  not  admit  that  he  did  advise  or  coiisent 
that  any  order  should  be  dispatched  in  her 
majesty's  name  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  the 
aforementioiieil  eSecc ; nor  Imd  lie  any  view  or 
design  to  disappoint  the  expectations  of  the 
allies,  or  to  give  success  to  nny  secret  iiegulia- 
tions  with  the  ministers  of  France:  The  said 
earl  likewise  denies  that  be  did  cnnsciic  or  ad- 
vise that  orders  should  be  sent  to  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  one  of  her  majesty's  plenipotentiaries 
tben  at  Utrecht,  to  declare  to  toe  Dutch  minis- 
ters, ‘That  her  mejesty  looked  pa  herself, 

‘ from  their  conduct,  to  be  then  under  no  ob- 
‘ ligation  whatsoever  to  ilicm.'  He  doth  uot 
know  what  alarm  the  allies  might  take,  or  wliat 
representations  they  made  to  the  bishop  of 
Bristol  Ilf  their  dissatisfaction  or  consternation ; 
but  doubts  not  the  said  bishop  would  readily 
represent  wliat  tliey  desired,  (hough  such  re- 
presentation made  by  bis  lordship,  if  any  such 
tbereWKS,  fell  not  under  the  knowledge  of  the 
said  earl;  n<iru>’th  be  udinit  that  any  applica- 
tion of  that  kind  was  made  Co  him;  Amlin 
case  the  States  Geuerol  maile  such  address 
directly  to  hermajesty,  bv  a letter  of  the  5th 
day  of  June,  ns  in  the  said  article  is  sec  forth  ; 
he  the  said  earl,  not  being  acquainted  tbere- 
wicb,  could  ncillier  advise  ber  majesty  Co 
hearken  to  the  instances  therein  made,  nor  to 
diweenrd  or  reject  the  same,  lie  ssich,  be 
*evcr  enlcfc^_|Dt(?,^^^^«8Tq(  i|La,  .qdrjtn?©: . 
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ment  of  the  interest  of  tbe  eoroinon  enemy ; or 
cmiiicenanced,  cocoura^d,  advised,  or  pro- 
moted, any  negotiations  will,  France,  wicnouc 
participation  of  the  allies,  or. contrary  to  her 
majesty’s  pogageineiir,  or  to  the  ruin  of  tbe 
common  cause;  nor  is  he  conscious  to  himself 
(hat  be  ever  gave  aoy  counsels,  by  which  tbe 
progress  of  tbe  viclonnus  arms  of  the  cuiifcder- 
ates  was  stopped,  or  any  oppiirtunity  h.st  for 
conquering  the  enemy,  or  which  had  nny  ten- 
dency to  destroy  llie  confidence  between  Per 
majesty  and  her  allies,  ur  make  the  French 
king  master  of  the  negotiations  of  peace;  or 
which  could  put  the  allairs  of  Europe  into  bis 

“ In  Answer  to  theNinlh  .\r(icle;ihesaitf  Earl 
denifH  he  was  privy  or  consenting  to  any  con- 
cert with  tlie  ministers  of  France,  for  the  se- 
parating tlie  troops  in  her  majesty’s  pay  from 
the  rest  of  the  confederate  army  : and,  uot 
being  privT  to  any  such  concert,  he  hopes  it 
will  nut  be  imputed  Co  liim  as  any  wont  of 
duty,  that  he  did  nut  advise  against  such  a 
proceeding.  Uc  denies  also  that  be  ever  en- 
tertained the  least  design  of  imposing  upon  the 
allies  any  necessity  of  submitliDg  to  the  terms 
of  France,  nr  of  leaving  the  confederate  army 
to  the  mrrey  of  the  enemy  ; or  that  he  did  con- 
sent, or  advise  ber  majesty,  ibat  tbe  duke  of 
Ormond  anil  ibe  troops  in  tier  majesiy’s  puy, 
or  sucli  of  tliciD  as  would  obey  bis  orders 
should  separate  llicmscivcs  from  the  army 
of  the  confederates.  The  said  earl  bach 
been  informed,  and  believes  it  to  be  true, 
ibut  the  iinpeiial  geiicrul  and  some  other 
generals  did  propose  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 

ID  June  or  July  in  the  year  1712,  to  decamp 
from  the  gcound  where  they  lay,  and  to  proceed 
towards  Uaiidrecy,  in  order  to  form  liie  siege  of 
ibatplacc:  nod  that  the  duke  of  Ormond 
lliouglit  it  not  proper  to  consent  ihereto,  and 
gave  notice  to  tlw  said  generals,  ' that,  if  they 
‘ deesroped,  they  must  not  expect  him  to  follow 
‘them.’  And  the  said  earl  believes  instances 
may  be  given,  where  generals  of  other  poten- 
tates iu  tlie  alliance  have  refused  Co.cuniply 
with  what  bos  been  proposed  to  tbem  by  her 
late  majesty's  general.  The  said  carl  bnlli 
likewise  beard,  that  notwithstanding  such  no- 
tice from  the  duke  of  Ormond,  the  said  ge- 
nerals separated  themselves  and  their  forces 
from  the  sa^d  duke,  and  inurcbed  towards  Lan- 
drecy  without  him ; and  that  the  said  duke 
cootmued  for  sqme  time  in  his  former  comp 
aftcrsuch  tepnraiiaii ; and  ctiac  the  generals  of 
the  auxiliary  troops  paid  by  ber  majesty,  al- 
though required  by  the  said  duke  of  Ormond  , 
under  whose  cnminaad  they  then  were,  to  con-  i 
ciiiue  wicli  him  and  to  obey  his  orders,  refused 
so  CO  do.'  He  tlie  said  earl  supposes  it  might  ' 
proceed  from  her  majesty’s  resentment  of  that 
instance  of  disobedience  in  the  nuxilinry  troops 
M the  comiuaiiils  of  her  general,  that  slie  did 
uot  chink  fit  immediately  to  pay  the  arrears  of 
those  forces  which  bail  so  obstinately  withdrnwn 
the|piMlT^  .l^ar  ^e^ecul,  .gad  marched 
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wiihoiK  Mm  (owardt  Laiutrec;  ; as  not  appre- 
hending herself  obliged  by  any  conTeDtimii, 
or  the  provision  of  any  act  of  parliament  so  to 
do.  But,  whatever  might  be  the  causes  or  nc- 
casions  of  her  majesty's  resmtment,  the  said 
earl  saith,  that  be,  being  in  the  office  of  bidi 
treasurer  under  her  majesty,  could  not  by  the 
duty  ofhis  place,  issue  out  an^  monies  without 
A proper  warrant  or  antbority  from  her  majes- 
ty : and  denies  that  he  erer  received  any  war- 
rant or  authority  from  her  innjesty  for  issuing 
anv  sum  or  sums  of  money,  for  or  towards  the 
pay  or  subsidies  on  account  nf  tlie  said  foreign 
troops  who  had  so  separated ; without  which, 
the  isauiDg  or  directiugany  monies  for  the  pay- 
ment of  liiem  bail  bean  a violation  of  his  uuty. 
And  the  said  earl  denies  that  be  did  at  any 
time  refuse  or  put  a stop  to  any  such  pay  or 
subsidies ; but,  on  the  contrary,  when  ibc 
ministers  of  the  princes,  to  wliom  those  forces 
belonged,  did  apply  for  the  payment  of  die  asid 
troops,  ilic  said  earl  desired  tiiem  to  malce  ap- 
plication to  hermajcNty  for  the  necessary  war- 
rants, in  order  tlierennto.  Aod  as  the  said 
end  hod  no. notice  of  any  scpuraiim  intended 
between  her  majesty's  forces  und  those  of  the 
allies  before  the  same  wns  made;  so  l.e  abso- 
Intely  denies  that,  by  Ms  odrice  or  counsel,  or 
with  his  privity,  any  such  sepamtiuii  was 
made  : and  iiumbly  apprehends,  tliac  ha  ought 
not  in  justice  tube  chnrged  with  any  conse- 
(|ue.ncesof  it.  He  believes  chat  the  forces  of 
soineiiftlie  allies  were  engaged  in  the  imfor- 
tunato  actiiiu  ofDcaain;  and  that  llte  siege  of 
Luailrecy  w.ss  raised,  and  the  towns  of  Quesnoy, 
Bouchiiin,  and  Downy,  f,ere  some  time  uftcr 
re-ialcen  by  ih-  French  army.  But  whether 
those  disasters  might  not  liave  been  prevented 
by  a compliance  with  the  measures  her  majesty 
had  taken  for  the  commoD  good,  tbs  said  earl 
nbmiis  to  your  luftlships. 

“ In  Answer  to  the  Tenth  Article  ; the  said 
Earl  denies  that  he  did  carry  on  or  concert  with 
the  inrntsters  of  France  a private  or  separate 
uegotiuiion  for  « general  saspeusion  by  sea  and 
land  between  Great  Britain  and  France  ; nr 
that'  be  did  arivise  her  majesty  to  send  over 
Henry  viscount  BoiingbroLe  to  the  coorC  of 
Fraoce,  with  powers  to  settle  such  snspensiou ; 
but  hath  been  informed,  and  believes  it  may 
be  true,  that,  about  the  19th  of  August,  N.  S. 
*1718,  a suspension  nf  arms  was  agreed  on  in  I 
France,  by  the  said  viscodnt  Bolingbroke  on 
her  majesty's  part,  for  four  months  : but  whe- 
ther such  ag.eemeot  was  mode  without  the 
knowledge  or  partidpation  nf  her  majesty’s 
allies,  or  bow  far  the  terms  of  peace  w.ere  then 
aetil^  with  France,  either  for  Grent  Brimin  or 
^ allies,  ibe  said  earl  is  nut  able  to  set  forth; 
but,  from  the  informations  he  hath  received  of 
that  aSair,  believes  It  will  appear  that  the  said 
auipension  was  u continuation  only  nf  >i  former 
^eemeut  for  a cessation  of  arms,  which  Itad 
wn  not  only  communicated  to  the  allies,  but 
into  which  iliey  had.been  invited;  and  believes 


cessation,  ns  whne  was  csnal  amongst  princes 
and  states  in  war,  during  negntiatioos  of  peace, 
by  which  means  the  British  •nercliams  enjoyed 
a free  trade,  and  bad  an  opportunity  of  parry- 
iugche  merchandizes  of  other  comuries  to  se- 
veral parts  of  Europe,  ns  the  Dutch  had  done 
during  tlie  var  : And  tberetbre  the  said  carl 
doth  Dot  conceive  that  her  majesty,  by  the  said 
suspension,  did  in  the  least  iutend  the  violation 
of  any  treaties  between  her  aud  her  allies,  or 
to  deprive  them  of  any  assistauce  to  wliiclLthsy 
were  eotitied,  or  expose  them  to  the  insmts  of 
the  common  enemy  ; nor  doth  he  discern  how 
these  consequences  could  'ensue,  without  the 
default  of  the  allies  themselves ; tnueli  less  how 
tfae  lies  of  union  and  friemlsiiip  between  her 
majesty  anti  them  were  cut  asuudet,  or  her 
mtijesiy’s  person  or  gDremmcnt,  or  the  safety 
of  her  kingdoms,  or  the  procettani  succession, 
were  exposed  thereby:  but  the  said  earl  assures 
himself,  that  he  shall  never  stand  chargeable 
with  any  consequenoes  of  such  suspension, 
which  he  never  udviied  : nor  did  he  the  said 
earl  over  ciuertain  cbe  l«.ast  lixiught  or  design 
of  occasioning  the  devctuctioii  of  the  common 
cause  of  Europe,  or  hi.tdetiog  her  umjesty  from 
resuraiii;  the  war  against  France  in  conjunc- 
tion with  her  allies,  if  it  had  been  so  thought 
I lit  or  of  weakcuiiig  the  union  betweeu  her  ma- 
jesty and  them. 

I “ In  .Answer  to  the  Eleventh  Article ; thesaid 
Earl  saith,  he  believes  it  to  be  iroe,  thm.  in 
orahuut  thp  mnudis  of  September  or  October 
1718,  the  States  General  were  in  possession  of . 
the  tows  and  fuctress  of  Tournay  : and  that 
her  majesty,  in  her  iustructions  of  December 
83, 1711,  to  her  pleoipotenriaries  at  Utrecht, 
did  direct  them  to  insist  with  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  France,  in  the  general  Congress,  ‘That 
' towards  forming  a barrier  for  the  States 
' neral,  Tnumay  should  remaiu  to  the  Stales 
aud  doth  believe  the  Frencb  king  did  nt  one 
time  inclioe  thereunto  ; but  doth  not  know 
that  her  majesty,  in  her  speech  in  the  said 
article  mentioned,  did  declare  herself  os  in 
the  said  article  is  sec  forth.  Tlte  said  earl  ad- 
mits that,  until  and  after  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  1711,  there  was  open 
war  between  her  late  majesty  and  the  French 
; king,  and  that  during  siich  war  the  Frencli 
; king  and  hissuhjeclswere enemies tothe lace 
queen  : but  the  said  earl  hath  been  informed, 

' and  believes,  that  full  powers  were  given  by 
I her  majesty  and  the  States  Genei^  of  the 
: United  Provinces  to  thpirrespective  ministers, 

I and  by  the  French  king  to  nia.  mioisters,  to 
negotiate  and  treat  of  peace  between  herina- 
' jesty  and  the  States  General  and  the  said 
Frencb  kii^,  upon  which  negotiations  a 
peace  was  afterwards  concluded  between 
them  ; during  which  negoDniions,  he  hath 
heard  chat  tlieFrepch  king  did  insist  upon  ths 
yielding  up  the  town  and  fortress  of  Touruay, 
by  tlic  States  to  him;  and  the  toiti  Slates 
General  desired, her  .maiesty's  interposnion 
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that,  at  sach  request,  her  majesty  interposed 
her  best  otljces  oil  behalf  of  the  Slates  Gcne> 
rsl ; and  did  at  last  preriil,  time  the  said 
town  oiid  lortressof  Toumay  should  be  (and 
he  believes  the  same  is)  eoniinuc'l  to  the  Stales 
General,  as  part  of  tlitir  harrier.  But  the 
said  earl  absolutely  deuies  lint  lie  did  (lesif’u 
tn  give  aid  or  succour,  >ir  to  adhere  to  the 
french  king;  or  that  he  did  in  or  about  the 
month  of  October  1713,  or  at  any  other  dine 
during  the  said  war,  aid,  help,  or  assist,  or 
ndbert!  to  the  said  Frencli  kmic;  or  that  he 
did  ever  counsel  or  advise  tlie  said  eiiciuy,  iu 
what  maimer,  or  by  what  methods  the  said 
<owa  and  fortress  of  Touruay,  or  either  of 
them,  might  be  gained  from  the  States  Gene- 
ral c»  the  f reuch  king,  in  mimner  ami  form  as 
in  the  said  article  is  charged:  On  the  con- 
trary, be  the  said  earl  did  use  bis  bestoflices  to 
preserve  the  seid  town  and  fortress  of  Touinay 
to  the  States  General.  But  the  said  earl 
ssitli,  tlint,  during  the  negoiiaiioiis  of  the  leie 
peace,  he  liud  the  honour  to  be  one  of  her  said 
Ute  majesty's  privy  council : and  wimtever 
counsel  or  advice  lie  gave  relating  to  any  terms 
of  tlie  said  peace,  he  acted  ilierein  as  u privy 
oiiunseihir  end  minister  of  state,  and  no  other- 
wise ; nnd  doth  insist,  that  for  any  privy  coun- 
sellor, or  minister  ofsiate,  during  ttie  negotia- 
tioBS  of  peace,  to  advise  or  negotiate  cuiicera- 
iiig  the  yielding  or  giving  up  any  town,  pro- 
vince, or  dominion,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  as  piwt  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
such  peace,  is  n.ot  high  treason  by  any  law  of 
this  realm  ; and  that  suchconstrucilon  might 
hereafter  deprive  the  crown  of  the  udvice  nnd 
assiat.tnce  of  several  members  of  the  privy 
council  in  matters  of  the  greatest  importance, 
by  deterrini!  theut  from  giving  such  advice  as 
by  their  oaths  ami  tbs  duty  of  their  place  they 
are  obh'ged  to  do ; would  overthrow  all  means 
of  restoring  amity  between  princes,  and  reader 
the  law  in  ense  of  high  treasou  uncertaiii(whicii 
by  reason  of  its  being  the  most  penal,  ought  to 
be  most  plain)  ; and  would  be  highly  danger- 
ous and  destructive  to  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  tbe  lahject, 

“In  Answer  to  theTwellrb  Article ; the  snid 
Earl,  not  admitting  that  her  late  majesty  queen 
Aniie  stood  engaged  by  treaties  in  manner  ns 
in  the  said  article  isidlcdged;  but  referring 
bimseif  to  the  treaties  when  they  shall  be  pro- 
duced ; fur  answer,  denies  that  he  did  in  anv 
of  the  years  1710,  1711,  and  1718,  or  at 
any  other  time,  aid,  help,  assist,  or  adhere 
to,  the  duke  of  Anjou  in  the  said  article 
named ; or  ndvise  or  couusel  any  of  tbe 
enemies  of  her  said  late  majestr,  nr  cnoceit 
with  any  of  them,  or  promote  the  yielding 
or  giving  up  Spain  ana  tha  West  Indies, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  said  duke  of 
Anjou,  in  mnnner  and  form  as  in  Che  said 
ercicle  is  olledged.  And  tha  raid  enri  soiili,  us 
ill  lus  answer  to  thn  eleventh  Article  he  hath 
already  said,  that  during  the  negotiations  of 
ibfi  latepCBScyb^huiiC^hss^urui.beweiiaf' 
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her  said  lale  mnjesty’s  privy  conndl ; and 
wbacever  counsel  or  advice  he  gave  relating  to 
any  terms  of  the  snid  peace,  be  acted  therein 
as  n privy  counseLlorand  minister  of  state,  and 
no  otherwise;  and  insists  as  in  his  answer  to 
the  cluvcfitli  Article  he  bus  insisted. 

" Tn  .Answer  Co  the  Thirteenth  Article;  the 
sold  Karl  admits,  that  die  flourishing  condition 
of  trade  nnd  navigdtioii  conUibuces  much  to 
the  riches,  power,  and  streiigcli,  of  these  king- 
doms; and  believes  that  her  lace  majesty  had 
a just  rvg.vrd  thereto,  and  a sincere  desire  to 
oLcain  some  advantages  therein  for  her  people; 
and  dill  make  the  several  declaradnns  from  the 
throne,  set  forth  in  tliis  Article : ami  that  both 
bouses  of  parliament  did  from  time  to  time 
express  their  grateful  acknowledgomeiils  to 
her  msjoviy,  fur  the  great  care  and  concern 
fur  the  welfare  of  her  people ; and  believes 
her  majesty  might  think  it  reasonable,  con- 
sdering  the  share  and  burden  she' and  her 
people  had  sustained  in  the  war,  thee  France 
should  in  the  first  place  adjust  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  which  were  to  be  secured  on 
the  rmiclusion  of  a general  pence;  but  the 
s-nid  carl doth  not  know,  or  believe,  that,  at 
the  setting  on  foot,  or  iu  the  progress  of,  any 
negeciation  between  the  mioisters  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  it  wasluid  down  as'a  princi- 
ple, that  Friuice  should  in  the  lint  place  consent 
to  adjust  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  to  the 
intent  that  tbe  ministers  of  Great  Britain  might 
thereby  be  enabled  to  engage  the  queen  to 
make  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  easy  to 
France;  nor  doth  be  know  that  any  con- 
cessions were  made  liy  the  ministers  of  Great 
Britain  wiili  intent  to  promote  the  interests 
of  France  against  tbe  allies ; or  tliat  any  mea- 
sures were  entered  into  or  concerted  between 
them,  ill  order  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  French,  or  to  enable  them  to  impose  the 
terms  of  a general  peace:  and  the  snid  earl 
doth  absolutely  deny  that  he  was  eng^ed  in 
concert  with  Fruice,  in  any  negotiation  de- 
structive to  bis  country;  or  thnt  he  ever  had 
the  least  imnginaiion  or  thought  tending  that 
way,  or  to  tbe  sacrilicing  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  e^randuement  nf  France; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  hath  slways  had  the 
most  re:il  and  sincere  desires  to  keciire  and  ad- 
vance tbe  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
preserve  his  conntry ; in  whose  service  he  hath 
been  always  ready  to  sacrifice  , himself  and 
every  private  interest  whatsoever.  And  cfaa 
said  earl  is  not  conscious  to  himself  of  any 
want  of  duty,  eidier  iu  not  uisisting  upon,  or 
not  procuring,  the  most  certain  securities  thnt 
could  bo  nbtoinert,  for  the  safety  and  advan- 
tage nf  the  commerce  of  these  kingdoms : 
and  the  said  earl  doth  not  admit,  chat  he  did 
advise  her  late  inajes»  that  any  propositions 
should  be  sent  by  hfr.  Prior  to  Frauce;  os 
that  any  private  or  separate  treaty,  or  th* 
preliminary  articles,  which  are  said  to  be 
signed  the  S7ch  day  of  September  1711,  should 
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formed  and  believes,  that  in  a paper,  intltled, 
■ Tbe  Answer  of  France  to  the  deainutJs  of 
‘ Great  Britain  more  particulnrly,'  it  is  said, 
' That  the  entire  restitution  of  Nenfouadland 
‘ and  of  the  Bay  and  Sueigfics  of  Hudson 
' was  demanded  for  the  Bnglisti and  that 
the  French  hiog’s  answer  was,  ■ I'liat  Lite  dis- 
‘ cuBsion  of  that  article  should  be  veforred  to 
* the  general confereocES  of  the  peace;  pro* 
‘ Tided  the  liberty  of  fishing  and  drying  of 
‘ codfish  upon  the  Isle  of  Newfoundland  should 
' be  reserved  to  liie  French;’  and  the  said  earl 
conceives  chat  paper  not  conclusive;  but  was 
to  be  the  subject  of  future  conferences,  wiiere- 
ifl  Che  whole  matter  might  be  entirely  con- 
sidered; asd  consequently,  that  the  entering 
into  conferences  on  that  paper,  was  not  the 
yielding  to  the  French  liberty  of  fishing  und 
drying  fish  on  Newfoundland,  which  they  in- 
sisted on:  and  Che  said  earl  denies  that  he 
adrbed  the  demands  of  Great  Britain,  in 
point  of  commerce,  should  be  made  in  loose, 
general  or  insufiicient  terms;  or  that  he  ad- 
vised the  liberties  insisted  on  by  cho  Ereoch 
should  be  given  np  to  France,  as  in  the  said 
article  is  alledged : and  he  believes,  Ihnc  when 
it  is  censidered  what  advantages  were  likely  to 
ensue  to  the  commerce  of  Orem  Britain,  hy 
the  Assiento  contract  and  liie  liberty  of  trading 
to  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  by  the  cession  of 
Accadia,  the  Bay  and  Streiglits  of  Hudson, 
the  laJaud  of  Sc.  Cliristopher,  Newlbuudl^md, 
the  Island  of  St.  Peter,  with  otlicr  adjacent 
islands,  by  the  deniolicion  of  Dunkirk,  and  the 
cession  of  Port  Mahoae  and  Gibraltar,  it  will 
not  be  thought  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
was  neglected  by  her  majesty  in  the  late 
treaties  of  peace;  and  ns  the  said  enrl  doth 
uotkiiow  that  France  was  atony  dme  master  of 
the  negotiations ; so  be  denies  tiioc  he  did  engage 
her  majesty  in  any  private  treaties  with  France 
wiUionc  security  for  the  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain;  or  that  he  did  contrive,  with  aoy  of 
the  ministers  of  France,  to  keep  in  suspense 
any  mactan  chat  concerned  the  said  com- 
merce; or  that  be  was  any  ways  insttumeutal 
to  the  preventing  any  advantages  of  the  ssid 
cammcrce  from  being  settled;  or  that  he  en- 
deavoured to  elude  any  thing  that  had  been 
agreed  on  in  any  negotiations  for  (be  benefit 
of  Great  Britain.  And  although  the  - said 
carl  doth  not  admit  that  he  advised  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France ; 
yethebdgs  leave  to  observe,  that  nothing  is 
positively  stipulated  io  that  article;  but  the 
whole  is  conditional,  and  left  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  wisdom  of  parliament  r and 
hopes  it  will  never  be  tbougbi  an  act  of 
treachery,  to  refer  any  article  of  any  treaty 
to  the  judgment  and  consideration  of  par- 
liament, whatever  judgment  the  parliament  shall 
think  fit  to  moke  thereon.  And  the  said  earl 
dwies  that  he  advised  her  majesty  to  agree 
with  France,  that  the  subjects  of  France  stmuld 
have  tlie  liberty  of  fishing  and  drying  fish  on 
Ntwfauodland;  but  the  said  earl  believes, 
•hat  what  htF; 
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relating  thereto  will  not  seem  unreasonable, 
if  it  bo  considered  that  the  French  long  ago 
claimed  a right  to,  and  were  in  possetsiun  of, 
great  partofNewt'uundland ; qnd  Lhst  they  were 
ullowed  to  continue  in  possession  thereof  by 
the  crown  of  England,  in  a treaty  made  nt 
Whiteball,  in  the  year  IfiSS,  and  m another 
treaty  made  at  Kysivick  in  the  year  1697 : and 
(lie  said  earl  doth  nut  kuow  that  such  agree- 
ment of  her  majesty  is  contrary  to  the  express 
provision  of  any  act  of  parliament;  since,  be 
presumes,  the  act  made  in  the  10th  and  11th 
years  of  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third, 
jntided,  ‘ An  Act  to  eucourage  the  Trade  of 
‘ Ne;yfbundlaitd,'  cannot  reasonably  be  in- 
tended or  construed  to  extend  to  any  part  of 
(he  island,  other  ihnu  what  was  at  the  lime  of 
making  that  act  in  the  possession  of  th& 
English ; and  the  said  carl  is  informed,  that  at 
that  time  the  part  of  Newfoundland,  where 
the  subjects  of  France  are,  by  the  treaty 
of  Utre^t,  allowed  the  liberty  of  fishing  end 
drying  fish,  was  nut  io  tlie  possession  of  the 
EnglUb.  The  said  ear!  denies  chat  he  advised 
her  majesty  to  inske  a cession  to  France  of  the 
Isle  of  Cape  Breton;  or  that  he  advised  her 
majesty  to  consent  that  whni  is  agreed  in  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  conceroiog  tlie  fishery  of 
Newfoundland  or  Cape  Breton  should  be  made 
ail  article  in  that  treaty -.  however,  the  said 
earl  doth  not  know  that  Cape  Breton  was 
part  of  the  territories  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain;  nor  doth  he  apprelienrl  that  her 
iiinjesty,  ivlio,  io  her  speech  from  the  tbrooe, 
declared,  ‘ That  France  had  consented  to  make 
‘ an  absolute  cession  of  Annapolis,  with  the 
‘ rest  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Accadie,'  should 
be-understood  to  speak  of  Cape  Breton,  which 
is  no  part  of  that  continent,  hut  an  island 
distiuct  from  it.  The  said  earl  further  saitll, 
he  conceives  that  the  only  advantages  in  trade 
stipulated  for  Great  Britain  did  not  depend  on 
conditions  (o  be  made  good  by  act  or  parlia- 
ment ; on  the  contrary,  be  doubts  unt  to 
make  it  appear,  that  many  advantages  in  trade 
were  stipulated  for  Great  Britain  in  the  late 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce,  which  have 
been  enjoyed  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
since  (he  conclusion  of  the  said  treaties,  uot- 
withscauding  the  parliament  has  not  thought 
fit  to  make  any  act  to  enforce  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  France;  and 
the  said  earl  denies  (hat  by  his  counsel  ^is 
good  iiitentionsof  liersacredroajesty  tohsveob- 
tained  forhcrpeople  ndvaiiiogeous  terms  of  com- 
merce were  frustrated,  or  the  trade  or  mnnufah- 
turcsofGraat  Britain  rendered  precarious  or  at 
the  mercy  oftlie  enemy,  or  any  beneficial  branch 
of  trade  yielded  up  to  the  subjects  of  France. 
And  as  the  said  earl  disowns  the  being  con- 
cerned in  any  violauan  of  treaties,  or  in  carry- 
ing on  the  measures  of  iTancc,  or  in  buy  ne- 
gociaiioo  which  could  terminate  iu  the  sacrifice 
of  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  to  France; 
so  he  observes  with  great  satisfaction  the 
nonrishiiig  condition  of  the  trade  and  uaviga- 
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«nd  bj  m'ciQa  of  tlie  Inte  peace,  in  the  great 
increase  of  the  iiuislier  and  tonnage  of  shipping, 
of  ihe  exportation  of  the  woollen  raanufac- 
tnres,  the  tub,  and  other  produce  of  this  kiiig- 
doin;  in  consequence  whcrcol^  the  customs 
have  been  grcniiy  advanced,  near  three  mil- 
lions of  gold  and  ulver  hath  been  coined,  and 
the  Mctmii;:e  hus  bven  all  along  in  favoor  of 
Engt.ind  to  ond'  ftoni  all  parts  of  Earope. 

“ In  Answer  tn  the  Fourteenth  Article ; the 
said  earl  doth  nut  ndiiiit  time  be  formed  nii; 
project  ur  design  for  dispusiug  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  to  the  dulte  of  Saroj  Ircini  the  House  of 
Austria ; i>r  thni  lie  did  ailvue  her  inniesiy  to  . 
■tve  any  such  instruc.iuns  to  Henry  viscount  i 
Boliogbrnke  as  in  the  snid  nrticlo  mentioned,  | 
or  to  consent  to  any  ireaty  wherein  a cosnon 
is  made  of  the  snid  kingdom  to  bis  royal  high-  ' 
neat,  tviibnut  nny  conciirrcuce  nr  participation 
of  his  imperial  majesty : nor  doth  he  admit 
that  her  mnjesty  was  prerailed  on  by  his  advice  ' 
to  assist  his  said  royal  highness  with  her  fleet 
against  the  emperor,  in  order  to  iibiain  the  pos- 
scssiou  hf  ihaL  kiiigdnin ; but,  iu  justiCcation 
of  her  majesty's  proceedings  in  relaciim  to  the 
suid  kingdom,  the  said  earl  dncli  beg  leave  to 
observe,  tiiat,  hy  the  grand  altiaDce  it  was  ' 
(igreed,  among  other  tliiugs,  'That  ilie  confe- 
‘ derates  shonld  use  their  utmost  eode,.vours 

* to  recover  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  one  of  the  | 
' hands  of  the  enemy and  that  the  principal 
ends  for  the  endeavouring  the  recovery  of  ^ 
Sicily  were,  ' Iliac  bis  imperial  mejesiy  | 

* might  have  a reasonable  satisfnetiun  for  kis 

* pretension  to  the  Spanish  monarchy  : and  chat 
'the  trade  aod  navigation  of  the  subjects  of 

* Great  Britain  and  UoUaiid  might  thea‘by  be 

' better  secured:’  since,  ihcrefitre,  the  empire 
end  heredicury  countries  of  Austria  were  now 
fallen  to  Charles  the  third,  wlio  at  the  time  of 
that  treaty,  was  a younger  branch  of  that 
House;  since  sever^  towns  in  the  French 
Flanders,  which  were  not  in  the  possession  of 
Icing  Charles  the  second  at  the  lime  of  bis 
death,  together  with  Spanish  Flanders,  Milan, 
and  Naples,  migliC  ssem  a reasonable  salishic- 
tioii  fur  his  imperial  loiijestv's  pretensions  to 
the  Spanish  suecessioii;  and  since  the  trade 
and  navigatiuo  of  tiic  subjects  nf  Great  Bn- 
tain  and  Holland  would  be  as  elTectuiilly  se- 
cured by  the  disposition  of  the  kiogdom'of 
Sicily  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  as  if  the  said  king- 
dom had  fallo)  to  the  share  of  llie  emperor; 
and  greater  didicultius  would  be  likely  to  arise 
in  obtaining  tliu  diiposiiiuii  thereof  tn  die 
bouse  uf  Austria  than  to  that  duke,  inasmuch 
as  king  Fhillp  might  bo  more  easily  induced  to 
yield  it  to  ibc  duke  uf  Savoy  than  to  so  potent 
a prince  as  the  emperor;  and  iliere  were 
grounds  to  believe  that  all  or  most  of  the 
prioccs  and  slates  of  Italy  were  so  njiprelien- 
sive  of  the  growing  power  of  the  House  of 
Austria  iu  Italy,  that  they  would  iitffer  any 
extremities,  rather  than  submit  that  Sicily, 
tngetlicr  with  Milan  aod  Naples,  shoald  he  m 
the  hamis  , 


not  discern  how  any  project  to  dispose  the 
said  kingdom  to  chat  duke  could  he  thou^it 
unjust,  dislionourable  or  pernicious,  or  au  act 
of  injustice  to  his  impenni  majesty,  or  viola* 
lion  of  the  grand  allimice ; nor  doth  the  said 
carl  remember  in  nhat  respect  it  was  contra- 
dictory to  any  dccl'iratioD  of  her  majesty,  or 
the  insCtuciiim  she  had  given  her  pJeuipoten-' 
tiaries  : and  in  caso  her  lunjcsiy  thought  fit 
afterwards  to  employ  aoy  part  of  her  fleet  to 
assist  thnt  duke,  her  good  and  faithful  ally,  to 
take  possession  nf  that  kingdom  Irom  the 
enemy,  in  consideration  of  the  said  duke’s 
steady  adherence  to  lljc  confederacy  and 
great  sufferings  liy  such  adherence,  he  iho 
suid  «rl  is  not  able  to  discover  why  sneb 
assistance  might  not  be  given  in  the  said  duke, 
as  well  us  to  any  other  of  her  allies  whatso- 
ever : and  since  it  is  allowed  by  tliis  Article, 
time  the  then  duke  of  Savoy  never  made 
any  application  in  order  to  obtain  eke  said 
kingdnm, for  himself;  it  seems  an  evidence,  at 
least,  that  the  person  or  persons  who  advised 
the  late  queen  to  agree  to  sneh  ailotmeiit  did 
not  act  upon  nny  private  interest;  or  had 

a other  view  ihan  the  preservation  of  a 
Hire  of  power  in  Europe,  and  the  security 
of  the  trade  nnd  navigniion  of  tbe  subjects  of 
Great  Britnin  and  iloUaud;  and  cannot  rea- 
sonably be  thought,  upon  a fair  and  candid 
interpretation,  to- have  been  guilty  of  bcirayiug 
the  national  faith  or  honour  uf  the  crown,  or 
employing  the  naval  puxvcr  of  these  kiugdoms, 
or  the  supplies  granted  by  parliameut,  sgninst 
any  oily  of  this  kingdom. 

" In  Answer  to  the  Fifteenth  Article  ; tlie 
said  Earl  saith,  be  is  ond  always  was  ofopinion, 
that  the  word  of  the  sovereign  is  sacred  and 
time  all  coinmonieationv  fruiii  thethrone  to  par- 
liament ought  to  be  true  ; anil  that  it  becomes 
nil  ministers  of  state,  as  far  as  io  them  lies,  to 
maiulain  tbe  honour  oftiie  crown, in  such  cases, 
witii  tlie  utmost  exactness:  nor  doth  the  snid- 
carl  know  that  he  hath  et  any  time  been  de- 
fective in  bis  duty  in  this  particular ; or  ever 
took  upon  himself  any  arbitrary  or  uiiwarrant- 
qblo  authority,  much  less  the  chief  directiun 
aod  influence  in  her  majesty’s  councils ; nor  did 
he  ever  prostitute  tbe  bunourof  the  crewu,  or 
dignity  uf  parliament,  by  misrepresenting  any 
part  of  the  late  negociations  oi  peace,  to  ile- 
ceive  either  her  majesty,  her  allies,  her  parlia- 
ment, or  her  people  : nor  did  he  ever  prepare, 
form,  nr  concert,  or  advise  her  iiiajeiiy  to  make, 
any  speech  or  declaration  from  the  throne  to 
her  parliutneiit,  that  was  not  conforomble  to 
truth.  He  .believes  her  raujesiy  miglit  make 
several  speeches  from  the  throne,  in  her  parlia- 
uient,  nt  the  several  times  in  the  said  .Article 
meiiiioocd,  to  which  the  said  earl  refera  ; and 
parciculnrly,  that  her  majesty  did,  on  the  7tli 
day  of  December  17 11, declare,  ‘ That  her  allies, 

* especially  the  States  Gciierai,  bad,  by  their 
‘ ready  compliance  for  opening  a treaty  of  a 
‘ general  peace,  expressed  their  confidence  in 
‘leffl!.  ^ijL,wlj,pflf,qdpiiiiing  thert 
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ncrr«  such  repr«eaCatioD5  os  soggeseed  in  this 
arliclp,  b^s  leave,  in  vindifsuioa  of  the  booor 
uf  his  row  mbtress,  ivtio  w*a  a princess  of 
strict  piety  and  truth,  toobserve,  that  the  States 
General  sent  over  Al.  Buys  to  her  majesty,  vrith 
letters  full  of  assunuBces  uf  their  respect  for  her 
person,  and  their  resolutions  not  to  separate 
iliemsrives  from  her  ; and  likewise  siguiaed  by 
him  to  her  ministers,  their  readiness  to  concur 
with  her  majesty ; luid  the  said  M.  Buys  iin- 
mediniely  u|>i>ii  his  arrival  at  L>>ndon,  delivered 
passports  for  the  Fmiuh  ministers  to  come  to 
Utrecht;  and  at  a meeting  ofseveral  lords  «f  the 
council,  aliewcil  bis  appr^aiion  of  sending  cir* 
cular  letters  to  invite  the  rest  of  die  allies  to 
the  general  Congress  t and  the  said  M.  Buys  ex* 
hihited  full  powers  for  preparing  and  signing  a 
new  treaty,  whereby  her  majeity  and  the  Slates 
should  be  mutually  engaged  tu  each  other  in 
making  war  and  peace,  to  guaranty  the  peace 
when  made,  and  lo  invite  the  rest  of  the  allies 
into  such  guaranty.  All  wbicli  matters  uiid 
transaciioiia  being  previous  to  the  7th  of  De- 
cember 1711,  her  majesty  might  justly  regard 
the  aforesaid  nutbemic  acts  and  assurances  as 
greater  proofs  of  the  confidence  the  States  hud 
in  her,  and  of  tlieir  readiness  to  concur  with 
her,  than  any  representations  or  reports  before 
that  time  ; and  tbnc  the  said  declaration  of  her 
majesty  from  the  throne  was  founded  upon  the 
scriciest  truth.  And  the  said  earl  believes,  that 
every  one  who  ioipaniaJty  considers  the  steps 
tsken  in  the  late  negociations  of  peace,  the 
leagth  of  the  treaty,  the  several  letters  from 
one  of  her  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of 
Slate  to  her  plenipotentiary  at  Utrecht,  the  ra- 
tilicutioD  of  the  engagement  signed  by  her  mi* 
uisicrs  and  Al.  Buys  tbe  18th  of  December 
1711,  and  her  exhorting  tbe  States  to  ratify  the 
same;  her  pressing  instances  to  tbe  princes 
and  stales  of  the  empire,  and  tlie  many  other 
acts  which  were  done  by  iier  majesty’s  orders, 
during  that  transaction,  for  Che  service  and  sa- 
tisfuctinnof  her  allies;  will  readily  acknowledge, 
llmt  her  majesty  did  her  utmost  to  procure  for 
her  allies,  and  in  particular  fiir  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty, all  rcosomtiile  setisfactioii,  and  to  unite 
with  tliera  in  lire  strictest  engagements  to  ren- 
der tlic  peace  secure  and  lasting,  agree.tble  to 
her  speech  of  the  said  7(h  day  of  December, 
and  her  message  of  the  17lb  of  January  follow- 
ing, in  this  article  meotioned  : and  if,  by  any 
exitaurilinary  demands  or  groundless  jealuusies 
of  any  of  the  allies,  or  other  accidents,  her 
majesty  was  not  able  to  obtain  for  tliem  all  the 
sdvaiiToges.she  desired,  this  will  not  derogate 
iroat  tlie  truth  and  sincerity  of  lier  majesty's 
eapressions  ; and  it  is  evident  her  majesty  aid 
proeure  them  so  great  satisfaction,  that  the 
allies  did  ail  sigu  the  peace  ai  tbe  same  time 
with  licr  iDojeaty,  excepting  only  tlie  emperor  ; 
Slid  even  bis  ioterests  were  so  far  adjusted,  thut 
"liat  remained  in  dispute  was  not  tb'iuglit  of 
oonsequunce  sufficient  to  delay  so  great  and 
good  a work  ; and  it  is  welt  known  the  em- 
pernrs  of  Germany  have  fr^uemly  declined 
*T»of  their  ilfcsiDe'k  tfi^tW'MFtli^'sb'tnfc'dliFe 
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with  their  allies : but  that  her  majesty  was  in* 
dneed  by  any  influence  of  the  said  eail  to  enter 
into  anv  negociation  with  France,  exclusive  of 
her  alli'es,  or  that  tbe  said  earl  earned  on  any 
iBcbnegociatioa;  or  chat  the  interesi  of  the 
saiil  allies,  or  in  particolai  of  tbe  emperor, 
were,  by  any  practices  of  his,  given  op  toFniocc, 
lie  utterly  denies.  And  when  it  is  considered, 
that  much  British  blood  and  treasure  bod  been 
spent  to  rocuver  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
from  tbe  house  of  Bourbon  : that  an  expensive 
war  Uiui  for  many  years  continued,  whitflt  her 
ni^esty  sCili  supply  with  new  recruits  and  re- 
doubled expence;  that  her' nrmies,  and  thuse 
of  tlie  allies,  had  been  beaten  in  Spain : tlinC 
prince  Eugene  bad  declared,  ‘ That  40,000  men 

* and  4,000,000  of  crowns  per  annnm,  would 
' be  necessary  fur  carrying  on  that  war,  and 
‘ that  his  master  could  supply  no  more  than  a 

* fourth  part  of  that  cliarge  that  it  was  found, 

by  long  experience  how  averse  tbe  people  of 
Spain  in  general  w«e  to  submit  cbemsclvcs  to 
the  houseof  Austria ; that  her  majesty  disceru- 
ed  the  charge  of  renewing  the  war  in  Spuin 
would  be  a burthen  too  great  for  her  subiecta, 
and  that  tliere  was  little  probability  of  its  beiog 
successful:  that  the  hereditary  countries  were 
then,  by  the  death  of  tbe  emperor  Joseph, 
falleo  to  king  Charles,  who  was  soon  aAcv 
chosen  emperor  (by  wbicli  event  the  interests 
of  tbe  princes  and  states  of  Europe  were 
changed) ; it  cannot  be  doubted  but  tlmt  her 
late  majesty  Iiad,  at  the  time  wlien  alie  made 
the  albresaid  declaretion,  dune  her  utmost  to 
rMover  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  by  force  of 
arms  i and  the  must  she  could  do  nfterwaids 
was  by  way  of  hegociation,  whereiu  she  insist- 
ed with  tliat  earnestneiif  on  king  Philip’s 
quitting  Spain,  llmt  Fniuce  complied  with  Iter 
majesty’s  proposals : but  when  king  Philip 
could  not  ue  prevailed  on  to  give  up  Spain, 
her  majesty  thought  his  renuuciation  of  the 
crown  of  France,  as  circumstances  then  stood, 
tbe  most  prnctic^e,  if  not  the  only  method 
left,  to  prevent  the  union  of  those  two  mo 
narchies.  But  the  said  earl  dntb  not  think  it 
probable,  that  die  leaving  Spain  and  the  West 
Indies  to  the  house  of  Bourbon  was  the  found- 
alion  of  the  preliminary  articles  signed  by  M. 
Mesnager,  aud  of  the  ileclaratioii  annexed, 
which  hud  bccu  signed  by  the  lord  Dartmoutb 
and  Air.  Sc.  Johu,  with  her  majesty’s  consent, 
(and  which  Che  said  eagl  supposes  is  what  is 
called  die  private  treaty  in  Uiis  article),  since 
he  believes  it  was  then  thought  more  likely 
tliac  the  crown  of  Spain  might  I'hII  to  some 
other  prince.  And  the  said  carl  duch  not  ob- 
serve how  her  muj<>siy  can  be  charged  with  uc- 
lering  any  falsity  in  her  message  of  the  17th 
day  of  January,  whereiu  she  lakes  ontice 
how  groundless  the  reports  were,  that  liai 
been  spread,  of  a separate  peace  being  treated ; 
for  whicb  report  there  was  not  then,  n irat 
any  other  time,  the  least  foundation;  j iite 
only  some  few  points  were  adJuMett,  rc!>t:.  ’ 
to  Uie  particular  iuteresls  of  her  own  kiu,n 
'andi'’«4bdl  I'ts  1i!itni'’^ild'v3ect  hut 
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upon  the  conclusion  of  a generil  peace,  and 
nere  likewise,  before  sach  coiicluiion,  com* 
tnunicaied  to  the  allies.  And  (be  said  earl 
denies  chat  thencelorth,  or  at  auy  time, 
there  was  carried  on  by  liim  any  separate 
measures  with  the  ministers  of  France,  nor . 
doUi  he  conceive  time  the  proposal  about 
liie  reiiunciaiian  was  merely  speealoiue;  but 
that  it  was  of  such  B nature,  o»  would  execute 
itself,  and  keep  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  . 
more  eHeciiinliy  divided  ihsu  ever ; if  it  be  | 
considered,  that  it  did  not  couiist  only  iu  » re* 
nunciation  to  be  made  by  Philip,  then  in  pos- 
session of  the  crown  of  iipeia,  of  bis  contingent 
right  to  that  of  France;  but  that  there  was  u 
title  to  the  crown  of  France  Iboreby  given  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  afrerhiin  to  tlie  rest 
of  die  princes  of  the  house  of  Buurboii,  who 
could  not  be  presumed  to  want  the  will,  uof 
would  be  likely  to  uaut  tbe  power,  to  cake 
possessinn  of  ihecniwii  of  Fraoce,  by  virtue  of 
such  title,  ill  opposition  to  a prince  at  such 
a disCkflce,  and  who  had  solemnly  renounced 
all  his  pretensions  to  it:  nor  cun  the  said  earl 
think  llie  declaration  of  any  mioiscer  of  France 
a^instsuch  expedient  (if  any  such  there  was 
made)  a sudieienc  grouna  fur  her  majesty  to  de- 
cline it,  The  said  earl  therefore  must  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  he  is  not  able  to  discover, 
from  any  thing  that  appears  in  those  speeches, 
that,  in  the  ptuticulars  afiiieineutioned,  or  any 
other,  the  essential  points  relating  to  peace  and 
commerce,  or  which  concerned  the  interests 
either  of  her  aliiesor  Great  Britain,  were  mis- 
represented by  her  majesty : nor  doth  he 
know  or  believe,  that  aoy  instance  can  be  given 
wherein  he  abused  the  iavour  of  bis  royal  mis- 
tress, to  whom  he  did  always  bear  aud  pay  tbe 
moscsincereveneraiiaii  and  duly;  or  wherein 
he  did  mislead  her  parliament  iuto  any  ground- 
less or  fatal  resolution,  or  prevented  their  ad- 
vice to  her  majesty,  or  obtained  their  appro- 
bation to  any  dniigerous  practice ; or  whereby 
her  majesty  could  he  ever  deprived  nf  the  con- 
fidence of  her  allies,  or  exposed  to  contempt. 

In  Answer  to  the  Sixteenth  Article ; the 
aaid  Eurl  doth  insist,  tliat,  by  tlie  laws  and 
constitution  of  ibis  realm,  it  is  the  undoubted 
right  imd  prerogative  of  the  sovereign,  who  is 
the  fountain  of  wnour,  to  create  peeis  of  this 
realm,  as  well  in  time  of  parlimiieiit,  ns  when 
there  is  no  purliumeuMitliiig  or  iu  being  ; and 
chat  the  exarcive  of  this  brancli  of  the  pre- 
rogative is  declared,  in  ilie  form,  or  preamble 
of  patents  of  honour,  to  proceed  ‘exmero 
motu,'  as  on  act  of  mere  grace  aud  favour  ; and 
that  such  acts  are  nul  dnue,  as  nmny  other  acts 
efa  public  nature  are,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  ifac  privy  council ; or  os  acts  of  pardon 
tisuaily  run,  upon  afavoursble  represenintion 
of  sevcralcircumstunces;  or  upon  reports  from 
tbe  attorney  general,  or  other  olGcers,  that  such 
acts  are  lewfot  or  expedient,  or  for  tlics.-ifety 
or  advantage  nfthecroivn ; but  flows  entirely 
from  the  bcaeficent  and  gracious  disposition 
•r  the  sor«ciii^i;ii.o-lgut)H:^i.MClh..ihat  «oit,heri 
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the  warrants  for  patents  ofbononr,  tlie  bills  or 
ntber  engrossments  of  such  patems,  arc  at  any 
lime  communicated  to  tbecouncii  or  tbe  trea- 
sury, as  seveml  ucher  patcuts  are  ; and  llierc- 
fore  tbe  said  earl,  either  as  high  treasurer  or . 
privy  counsellor, could  not  have  any  knowledge 
of  the  same:  nevertheless,  if  her  late  sacred 
majesty  had  thought  fit  tc  acquaint  him  with 
her  most  gracious  intentions  of  creating  any 
Bumber  of  peers  nf  this  realm,  and  had  asked 
his  upinioii,  whether  the  persons  whom  site 
then  intended  to  create  were  persons  proper  to 
have  been  promoted  in  that  dignity,  lie  does 
beUevc  lie  should  have  liighly  approved  bar 
mnjescy's  choice ; and  dutli  not  apprehend 
that,  in  so  doing,  he  had  been  guilty  of  any 
breach  of  bis  duty,  or  violation  of  tbe  trust  iu 
him  reposed,  since  they  were  all  persons  of 
honour  nnd  distiuguished  merit ; and  die  peer- 
age lliereby  was  nut  greatly  increased,  con- 
sidering someui  those  created  would  have  been 
peers  by  ilesceoi,  and  that  uiaiiy  titles  of  peers 
were  then  lately  extinct : ind  the  said  earl  be- 
lieves many  iustancesniay  be  given,  where  this 
prert^adve  hath  been  exercised  by  former 
princes  of  this  realm  in  as  extensive  a manner, 
and  particuluily  in  the  reigns  of  king  ileury 
8,  king  James  1,  end  his  late  majesty  king 
Williiiiu.  Tbe  said  carl  begs  leave  to  add,  that 
in  the  whole  courseofhis  life,  be  hath  always 
loved  the  established  constitution  ; and  in  lus 
private  capacity,  as  well  as  in  all  public  statioos  I 
when  be  liadthe  honour  to  be  employed,  hath 
ever  done  bis  utmost  to  preserve  it,,  and  shall 
always  continue  80  to  do.  | 

In  ANSWER  to  the  further  ARTICLES  of  i 
IMPEACHMENT  exhibited  against  tbe  i 
said  Earl.  j 

“As  to  the  First  of  those  Articles  he  saitb. 
That  he  believes,  in  or  about  the  month  of  Ja- 
noary  1710,  an  expeditiou  was  projected,  for 
making  a conquest  of  die  city  ot  Quebeck,  on 
tbe  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  Canada  or  other 
possessioui  of  tbe  French  king,  in  North  Ame- 
rica ; but  denies  be  advised  her  mt\)esiy  either 
to  consent  to  the  making  such  expedition,  ur 
to  give  orders  for  detaching  any  baitaliona  of 
the  forces  m her  majesty’s  service  in  Flanders, 
or  to  send  anysuch  battalions  or  any  squadron 
of  men  of  war  on  the  said  enterprise : but  hav- 
ing heard  that  the  said  project,  or  some  expr- 
ditioD  ofthc  like  oetnre,  Iiad  been  some  lime 
before  considered  iu  a committee  of  council, 
ami  afterwords  laid  aside  fur  that  time ; and 
not  being  fully  apprised  of  ibe  whole  prqjeci, 
nor  so  well  versed  in  the  oiTairs  uf  that  part 
of  the  world  as  others  who  had  more  oppor- 
tnuity  of  knowing  them,  aud  lest  die  expedi- 
tion might  nnt  at  that  time  prove  so  feazable 
or  .ulvanugeous  as  others  of  better  knowledge 
in  those  matters  than  himself  did  expect ; he 
did  all  that  he  apprehends  his  duty  required  to 
prevent  the  putting  the  saiue  into  execution, 
and  expressed  his  concern  at  it  to  some  pec- 
,«iB*  ahw*  shewn 
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b'u  opinion  of  the  said  deiiga  at  that  time,  be- 
lieres  it  would  onl  have  been  thnuglic  proper 
for  liirti  to  hare  appeared  at  the  meetings, 
wliere  the  method.- only  of  carrying  on  the  e*- 
pedition  were  to  be  adjusted  ; of  which  meet- 
ings there  had  been  but  fen  before  a mis- 
fortune befel  bim,  wliich  confined  him  Co  liis 
bed.  But  the  said  earl  denies  that  he  Lnew 
the  said  expedition  was  daogeroes  and  de- 
structive ; nor  did  be  hear  that  it  was  laid  aside 
formerly,  by  a committee  of  council,  a»  dan- 
gerous or  impracticable,  butonly  as  improper 
la  the  circDRistances  Of  afikirs  ut  that  time ; 
nor  doth  the  said  ear!  know,  or  believe  tbe 
said  expedition  was  set  on  foot  with  any  de- 
sign to  promote  the  interest  of  tbe  French  king 
or  to  weaken  the  confederate  army  in  FJunders, 
ortodissipate  tbe  naval  forces  of  this  kingdom : 
and  when  others  of  her  tnajesty’s  council,  bet- 
(pr  acquainted  with  that  aiiiur,  didjudge  it  to 
lie  proper  and  practicable,  he  did  not  think 
it  became  him,  upon  the  strength  oi  ids  own 
single  Judgment,  furllier  to  oppose  an  espedi- 
tioo,  which,  if  it  had  succeeded,  most  ceriainiy 
would  have  given  a great  and  sensible  blow  to 
(he  settlements  and  trade  of  France  in  that 
part  of  tbe  world.  And  Che  said  earl,  with 
good  reason,  is  persuaded  your  lordships  tvill 
not  chink  it  unfit  that  her  majesty  should  take, 
(be  opinion  of  those  who  better  understood  i 
affairs  of  that  natnre,  or  that  your  lordships  : 
can  judge  the  said  earl  in  that  respect  to  have 
been  waoting  iu  bis  duty  to  her  majesty  ; hut 
hopes  it  will  be  rather  an  evidence  oi  bis  fide- 
lity to  the  queen  and  his  country,  that  Im  so  . 
for  discouraged  what,  in  liis  own  judauient,  be 
was  dilHdeni  of;  however,  lie  is  satisfied  that 
those  of  her  majesty’s  council  wim  did  approve  ' 
the  expedition  acted  therein  with  h sincere  de- 
sire for  the  public  good,  notwithstanding  the  ill 
success  it  was  attended  with  •,  which  might 
chieSy  be  owing  to  delays  by  contrary  winds, 
and  other  unforeseen  accidents:  and  be  doth 
not  believe  that  lier  majesty's  allies  did  suffer' 
any  prejudice,  or  the  common  eoemy  receive  . 
any  advantage,  by  die  detaebiag  of  forces  from 
Fleoders  to  serve  on  this  enterprise  t and  is  in- 
formed, that,  to  prevent  any  sucii  danger,  her . 
taajescy'sgencralwhoeummanded  at  that  time 
in  Flanders  bod  orders  for  providing  other  forces 
in  their  place,  if  he  judged  it  necessary.  And  the 
uid  earl  doth  acknowledge,  that  the  sum  of 
SS,OOOf.  or  thereabouts,  was  demanded  at  (be 
treasury,  about  June  1731,  on  account  of  arms, 
accoutrements,  goods,  and  luercbandize,  said  to 
he  sent  on  tbe  said  expedition  to  Canada : But 
hesaiih,  that  be  was  so  far  from  advising  her 
late  mi^esty  that  die  said  sum  should  be  issued 
and  puid,  that,  on  tbe  contrary,  be  put  a stop 
to  the  payment  of  the  same,  undl  he  hiid  done 
■II  ha  could  at  tlwt  time  to  examine  into  the 
expeiiiliture  of  the  said  money : But  being 
d>en  high  treasurer  ef  Great  Britain,  and  hav- 
ing received  lier  majesty's  ortiers  to  pay  the 
■aid  sum,  and  not  being  able,  with  hts  utmost 
precaution,  then  todiscover  any  josc  cause  why 
H should  DOC  benpeud-,'  i^ieii^disaftbcvrbrJSj-  uor: 


obedience  to  those  orders,  and  according  to 
the  duty  of  his  place,  counteraign  a warrant  to 
the  pay-master  of  her  majesty’s  forces  for  the 
payment  o4  the  same,  pursuant  to  which,  h« 
believes,  the  same  was  issued  and  received. 
And  as  to  that  partofllie  said  article  which 
charges  the  said  carl  with  employing  his  arts  or 
credit  to  keep  the  House  of  Commons  front 
examining  that  affair;  he  begs  leave  Co  ssy. 
That  ^whatever  siupiciims  he  might  entertain  to 
Iris  own  mind)  he  did  not,  upon  examiaaiioo, 
find  that  tlierc  was  sufficient  proof  to  justify  the 
laying  them  beforeeithcr House ofFurliameut : 
And  although  be  hath  been  informed  that  the 
papers  reJatiiiglo  that  expedition  were  laid  bo- 
fore  the  last,  and  have  been  all  along  in  tbe 
' power  of  liie  present,  House  of  Commons; 
i yet  lie  liatli  not  fieard  chat  any  fraud  hath  been 
made  out  in  that  affair,  noewitbstanding  the 
gentlemen  who  had  them  under  their  inspec- 
tion, fieitber  wanted  ability  to  make  tlie  utmcsc 
discoveries,  nor  could  be  supposed  to  be  pre- 
vented tliermn  by  any  infiuence  of  tlie  said 
carl;  and  he  hopes  it  will  not  be  imputed  to 
him  as  a fault,  if  be  bad  nsed  any  skill  or  cre- 
dit CO  keep  tlie  House  of  Commons  fcom^exa- 
miniiig  tins  affair  at  timt  juncture,  when  oynn 
unseasonable  inquiry,  before  a proper  proof 
could  be  bad,  the  fraud  (if  any  such  there 
were)  would  be  likely  for  ever  to  escape  unpu- 
nished ; But  the  said  earl  denies  that  he  ever 
exercised  or  hod  any  arbitrary  power  or  infia- 
eiice,  either  in  her  ma)esty's  private  council 
ortho  great  council  of  the  nation;  or  enter- 
tained any  design  to  prevent  the  justice  due  to 
the  queen  or  the  nation  ; or  that  any  discovery 
had  been  mode  tobiin,ru(iiier  than  what  might 
give  suspicion  to  one  who  was  always  jealous 
(as  became  him)  of  any  misapplication  of  the 
public  treasure.  And  the  said  earl  saith,  that 
be  is  not  consdous,  that,  by  any  letter  or  me- 
morial to  iier  majesty,  lie  hath  acted  contrary 
to  his  duty;  but  humbly  hopi.'S  he  may  be  iil- 
lowed  10  rihscrve,  that  it  would  be  a matter  af 
particular  hardship,  aud  what  seems  to  him  iu- 
consistenc  with  the  rules  of  government,  and 
witliout  precedent,  if  the  roost  secret  and  in- 
timate papers  and  lelters,  wrote  to  that  moat 
renowned  and  pious  princess  licr  Ute  majesty, 
by  her  own  special  command,  and  for  her  own 
private  perusal,  should  be  imputed  to  any  as  a 
crime:  Aod  if  any  quntuliun  from  any  such 
letter  or  paper  coulil  be  allcdged  against  the 
said  earl,  he  doubts  out  but  there  might  ap- 
pear, from  other  of  her  majesty's  private  pa- 
pers, wliat  would  justify  him  in  many  particu- 
lars wherewith  he  is  charged,  and  would  give 
furilier  proof  (if  it  were  needful)  how  tender 
and  affeciianate  her  majesty  was  to  all  her 
subjects. 

“ In  Answer  to  the  Second  Additional  Arti- 
cle ; (lie  said  Earl  doth  admit,  that,  about  Oc- 
tober 1711,  her  late  majesty  did  sign  a warrant 
directed  to  him,  then  iior  treasurer  of  Great 
Britaio,  for  the  issuing  and  payment  of  the  sum 
'Df‘TS,000f:''C0'iJblla'‘'Di4i«iaohdy<sqv  in  the 
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Article  named ; and  that,  on  or  aboat  die  24tb 
of  NovembCT  follnwii^,  in  punnance  of  the 
said  warrant  under  her  si^  maniiBl, 

lie  Che  said  earl  did  sien  a warrant  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  aaid  13,0001. ; but,  for  more  cer- 
tainly, begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  said  several 
warraoia,  when  the  tame  shall  be  priiduced. 
Aud  the  said  earl  takes  the  words  ["  for  spe- 
cial services  of  tbe  war"]  to  have  been  inserted 
by  rotslake  of  tlie  clerks,  for  he  absolutely  de- 
nies tliat  be  Rave  any  direction  lor  those  words, 
or  any  other  of  like  import,  to  be  inserted; 
and  he  believes  all  die  clerks  of  tbe  treasury 
know,  that  the  mnnies  wliicb  arose  from  tbe 
sale  of  tin,  were  the  (jueen's  proper  monev, 
tor  tlie  support  of  her  lioosebold,  und  such  oc- 
casion* as  slie  should  please  to  dire<-i,  and  not 
appropriated  to  the  services  of  the  war;  al- 
tbMgn  sometimes  it  hath  been  practised,  lli.it 
loans  have  been  Uikcn  upon  tin  tallies,  for  rhe 
aervices  of  the  war,  and  oiber  public  services, 
and  afterwards  le-paid  CO  the  civil  list,  wliicb 
oiigbt  possilfly^ve  occasion  for  saeh  mistake. 
And  the  said  rorl  saich,  that,  baviog  been  m-- 
quainted  wiib  ibe  services  die  said  Mr.  Pru>n- 
uontl  had  perfurmed,  by  order  of  the  late  earl 
of  Godolpnii),  in  borrowing  money  opon  rii 
at  a low  interest,  tbe  said  earl  risked  Mr.  Dram- 
mond's  consent,  (hot  a sum  in  tin  tallies  might 
be  struck  in  bis  uamr ; and,  uuh  such  consent, 
did  direct  that  orders  umountiDg  Ui  the  >um  of 
13,000/.  should  be  cbaiged  in  tbe  register  of 
the  exchequer,  ou  the  monies  aiishig  by  tbe 
sale  of  tin,  in  tlie  name  of  the  saiil  Mr.  Drum- 
mond, who  afterwards,  before  bis  eniog  lo  Hul-. 
land,  indorsed  (be  said  ordere  at  the  said  earl's 
request,  and  left  cliecn  ia  tbe  treasury ; but 
how  long  it  was  before  tbe  said  onlers  were  in- 
dorsed, or  bow  long  they  remamed  afterwards 
in  the  treasury,  the  said  earl  doth  nne  particu- 
larly remember;  but  doth  acknowledge,  that 
the  said  orders  and  tollies  came  afterwai^s  to 
his  own  hands,  nnd  were  disposed  for  bii  own 
use,  Bat,  in  order  to  lay  tbe  iroe  state  of  this 
aflair  before  your  lordships,  the  said  earl  hum- 
bly represents,  chat,  upon  his  6rsc  attending  the 
late  queen  after  liis  being  wounded,  her  ma- 
jesty had  tbe  gondoeas  to  tell  bitn,  ‘ That  she 
‘ designed  him  a sum  of  money Upon  which, 
herepresemed  to  her  majesty  the  bad  condi- 
tioo  of  her  civil  list.  But  several  times  after, 
her  majevtyasked  him,  ‘ Why  he  did  not  find 
‘ Bwayforreceit'ing  the  money  she  intended 
* him, and  bring  tbenecessary  warrants  for  that 
*■  purpose/'  - lie  sdll  urged  the  same  reason 
against  it;  and  for  near  six  months  made  no 
inep  ill  it ; till  atlast  her  majesty  was  pleased 
to  say,  * She  was  resolved  to  have  it  done.’ 
And  u her  ninjssty  hnd,  ia  mncters  of  her 
bounty,  made  use  of  tin  tallies  for  other  per- 
eons,  she  was  pleased  to  mention  tbe  same  her- 
eelf;  nnd  ordered  proper  warrants  to  he  pre- 
pared mr  the  sum  which  her  majesty  of  her 
fovft!  liouBiy  inrended  him.  That,  nfier  her 
■iigo'y  l:ad  so  positively  s^ified  her  royal 
ptonvure  to  bestow  sncli  mark  of  her  favour 
opon  thcMid*aT4>«!A!^s»id.  ta!)ie.sn(b«i>ierv . 
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were  struck,  in  Mr.  Drummoml’s  name,  with 
her  majrsty’s  knowledge,  and  it  tbe  said  earl  s 
nomiifatian;  and  from  ihnr  time  tbesDine  were 
kept  under  the  said  earl’s  direction,  forbis  use  ; 
uud  the  said  earl  was  advised,  thot  nolliing 
further  was  requisite  to  be  done,  after  the  nt- 
signment  of  the  said  Mr.  Drummond,  for  se- 
curiug  the  snkl  carl's  interest  in  the  said  tal- 
lies, till  an  accident  happened,  which  made  it 
necesstiry,  for  further  security,  to  have  ilie 
said  warrant,  ns  a declaration  of  crust ; which 
was  accordingly  signed  by  her  majesty,  and  is 
to  the  effect  following  ‘A.  i{.  Whereas,  in 
‘ theyeor  of  our  I.oro  1711,  in  consideration 
‘ nf  the  many  good,  foitlifut,  and  acceptable 
‘ services,  which  before  that  time  had  been 
‘ perfoi-med  unto  us,  by  our  right  ti  nsiy  and 
‘ right  well-helnved  niusin  and  counsellor  Ro- 
‘ bert  eiirl  nf  Oxford  (tlien  and  uow  nur  high 

* treniurer  of  Great  Britain),  which  seriices 

* iu'.ve  loaded  to  the  quiet,  safety,  nnd  pros- 
‘ peiity,  of  us  and  oorteuims  though  the  same 

* were  accompanied  with  great  difficulties  upon 
' hini'elf,  and  hiisnrdsto  him  and  his  foinily; 

■ .ind  pnrtirularlj  reflecting  upon  the  impious 

■ atten.pt  made  upon  his  life;  we  did  then 
' fully  res'dve,  as  a particular  msrk  of  oar  fa- 

■ vmir,  and  oF  our  gr.minijs  acceptance  of  tlie 
' said  earl's  services,  to  bestow  upon  him  a sum 

■ in  ready  money;  But  the  said  earl  represent- 

< ing  1,1  us,  that  the  arrears  then  due  to  oi.r  ser- 
‘vanls  and  tradesmen,  chargeable  upon  onr 

■ civil  list,  werevery  grentand  pressing;  We 
‘ did  therefore  agree  nnd  drtermine,  that  the 

< SO!  I i-arl  should  liave  to  bis  own  use  the  se- 
' lums  amounting  til  13,000/.  comprized 
‘ in  certain  orders  of  Inan,  l«.<'ing  date  on  or 
‘ about  the  lllb  day  of  DcC':mber  1711,  in 
' your  name,  and  charged ' ujion  the  register  in 
‘ our  exchequer,  on  the  monies  ariskig  by  sale 
' of  Our  tin ; which  orders  aie  nnt  yet  in  course 
‘ of  payment.  Now  we  do  hereby  declare  and 
' make  known,  ilmc  the  said  ssverai  sums, 
' amounting  to  13,000/.  cuntained  in  tbe  said 
‘ orders,  and  (he  tiKoresc  thereof  due  nnd  to  be 
‘ doe.  arc,  n.-id  slmll  be  the  propermoniM  of  tbe 
‘ said  enri  of  Oxford ; xid  we  do  hereby  direct 
‘ and  authorize  you  lo  trmisfor.imlsuicn  the  said 
‘ orders  nnd  the  whole  right  nnd  benefit  ilw>re- 
‘ oftoibesaid  enr!  nnd  hisa«»ign9,ortosucbper- 

* son  orpersmisashefhall  appoint  in  that  belialf: 
' and  in  cose  any  the  racnies  due  or  Co  l>e 
' due  or  payable,  upon  the  said  orders,  shall 
‘ come  to  roar  hands,  io  such  case,  our  plea- 
‘ sore  if,  ihnc  you  forthwith  pay  over  the  same 
‘ totliesaidearl,  his  exeefotors,  ndminisirators, 

* or  ossigns,  Co  his  and  their  own  ase  nnd 

■ behoof,  without  any  accompt  to  he  thereof 

< rendered  to  os,  our  Iwira  or  succcasora  ; and 
' tbisourwarraoi,  or  an  attested  copy  thereof, 
' slioll  be  your  sufficient  narraut  and  discharge 

■ f-T  10  doing.  Given  at  our  court  nt  Windsor 
‘ Castle, thelSCh  dayofDcrcn>ber,andtlK'’{Slb 
‘ yearnf  our  reign,  a.  d.  1713.  Toour  trus'yand 
‘ well  beluved  John  Drummnnd,  esq.’  And  the 
said  earl  believes  the  said  warrnac  was  drawn 
.hyii£si,l,owadeii,siwasShityW'lihotrea6urj;  and 
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bj  what  meaiM  cbe  same  was  omitted  to  be  en-  i being  emplojed  bjr  her  late  najestjr  al  the 


.w..  in  tne  creasurj,  ne  Knows  not : out,  upon 
bearing  there  was  a discourse  about  that  said 
13,000^.  in  tin  tallies,  he  sent  a copy  of  the  said 
warrant  to  the  ofGcen  of  the  treasury,  without 
signifying  any  desire  to  have  the  same  entered  ; 
weltbnowing  it  received  itsButhority  from  the 
sign  mnniiel,  which  wanted  no  ndditionaf  furce 
from  any  entry  thereof  in  the  trensu^  books. 
And  the  said  earl  suiih,  That  ber  majesty  was 
pleased,  of  her  mere  goodness  and  bounty,  and 
of  her  own  free  will,  to  give  hira  the  said  sum 
of  money,  in  reward  of  his  faithful  services,  and 
fur  his  sufferings  in  her  service.  And  the  said 
earl  saitb,  That  the  said  grant,  according  to  the 
discount  upon  those  tallies  at  that  time,  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  t0,000f.  or  Cliereabouts, 
wherein  bcacknowledgetb  liie  great  bounty  of 
her  majesty ; and  takes  notice,  that  grants 
mucb  laiger  have  beau  made  from  the  crown 
to  other  iDiniatersofstate,  while  the  necensitiesof 
thecrown  have  been  equally  pressing.  And  the 
said  earl  doth  not  know  that,  in  this,  or  any 
other  part  of  hia  administration,  he  ever  was 
guilty  of  any  corruption,  or  any  breach  of  liis 
oath  nt  trust' as  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britniii; 
or  that  lie  did  in  any  manner  abu.-c  her  ma- 
jesty's goudoess,  or  omke  an  ill  use  of  his  access 
to  her  majesty,  oreinbezde  the  public  treasure ; 
or  did  at  auy  time  knowingly  injure  or  oppress 
her  majesty's  subjects : but,  on  the  commrv, 
the  said  earl  saitn,  that  be  managed  the  public 
money  id  the  uiosl  frugal  manner,  in  order  to 
lessen  as  much  as  might  be  tlie  charge  of  the 
war ; and  to  ease,  if  be  could,  the  t'oinnions  of 
Great  Britain  from  all  grievous  tiiaes.  And, 
in  (ortlier  viudication  of  himself  sg.iiiist  all  the 
imputation  of  avarice  or  corruption  insinualed 
in  this  article,  the  said  enrlsaiu>,Ttmc,  in  every 
employment  to  which  he  was  culled  by  her  ma- 
jesty's favour,  he  was  nlw.iys  contented  with 
the  accustom^  incomes  anj  profits  of  the  said 
employments,  wichouicndeaviiuring  to  iiu  tense 
his  gain  by  any  unwarrantable  or  extraurihoary 
perquisites : Cbut  whilst  lie  was  m any  office  of 
trust  about  her  late  majesty,  be  never  abused 
that  trust,  in  makiim  any  inaaner  of  profit  or 
udrant^eto  himselii  either  by  the  disposal  of 
places  in  his  own  gift,  or  by  the  rGcommenda- 
tbn  of  persons  to  ber  majesty  for  snch  as  were 
granted  immediatelv  by  herself:  That  neither 
m or  out  of  place  did  he  ever  receive  any  pen- 
sion fruin  the  crown:  that,  as  he  came  with 
cleim  bauds  into  her  majesty’s  service,  so 
went  not  only  with  clean,  but  almost  empty 
hands  out  of  it,  having  spent  therein  most 
part  uf  the  profits  which  accrued  to  him 
fram  the  places  lie  enjoyed;  so  that,  at  this 
tune,  natwithslandiiig  all  the  advantages  he  re- 
' eeived  from  them,  and  the  extraordinary  bounty 
of  the  queen  to  him,  in  this  article  memioned, 
ha  can  with  great  truth  affirm,  that  bis  pri- 
vate fortune  hath  received  very  inconsiderable 
addition  Lbereby. 

” In  Answer  to  theThird  Additional  Article ; 
the  told  Ettf  l^ifidfi  ’«ld: 

Vo,.  VII.  ’ 


usual  form,  for  payment  of  several  sums  of 
money  to  the  said  lur.  Prior ; which  he  be- 
lieves, Irom  the  27  th  of  August  1712  to  the  lO'h 
of  July  1^14,  might  amoont  to  the  sum  of 
12,360/.  as  in  the  said  arucle  is  set  forth  ; and 
he  believes  he  did  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  at 
several  times,  the  said  sums,  pursuant  to  the 
authority  he  Imd  from  her  late  mnjrsty  for  that, 
purpose  ; which,  he  conceive;^  was  not  only 
I lawful,  but  a duty  incambent  on  him.  lie  fur- 
I ther  saitli,  That  he  doth  not  know  that,  by  any 
I law,  there  ought  to  be  certain  ap|joinnneiits  or 
I allowances,  for  the  maiutennnee  aud  support  of 
ambussndurs,  envoys,  pleiiipoientiaries,  ont! 
other  public  ministers  of  the  crown  in  foreign 
conrts  ! but  timt  her  majesty  was  at  liberty  to 
vary  such  appuiutmenis,  and  tbe  manner  of 
paying  them, as  she  io  her  wisdom  should  tlibk 
fir,  our  of  any  funds  appro|iriatcd  to  (lie  civil 
list,  tie  doth  believe  that  there  are  seter.tl  iu- 
stances,  where  persons  employed  to  negotiate 
* matters  nfimportance,  as  ambassadots  ur  pleni- 
I tentinries,  have  been  allowed  1,300/.  for  tlieir 
1 equipage,  100/.  a week  for  their  ordinary  en- 
1 terioimneni,  and  1,600/.  for  exlraordinaries ; 

; and  likewise  further  suuis  for  services  perfnrai- 
ed  by  special  order : and  if  the  said  .Mr.  Prior 
had  been  paid  upon  that  foot,  he  would  hare 
been  c-iititled  tu  a greater  sum  from  the  crown, 
for  the  time  wherein  he  was  employed  by  her 
inujesty  ns  aforesaid,  over  and  above  all  dis- 
.hursements  for  special  services.  Aad  thes.iid 
earl  said].  That  he  takes  the  said  Unttliew 
Prior  to  hare  been  seat  by  her  aiajasiy  into 
France  for  her  nmjesiy's  service,  and  in  order  to 
carry  on  theocgutiniions  of  a general  penCes 
but  denies  that  he  was  nny  creature  of  the  said 
earl,  or  sent  by  the  said  earl  into  France,  or  (hat 
he  carried  on  any  ne'gotiutions  of  the  saidenri, 
or  that  hpr  mujescy  was  prevailed  on  by  bis 
coauseis  to  send  the  said  ^Intihew  Prior  as  her 
plrnipoienuury  to  the  French  king,  without  the 
' privily  of,  or  nny  cbmuionication  with,  tiie 
allies;  or  that  tbe  said  e-vtl  used  tbe  least  cun- 
iriv.ince  for  carrying  on,  or  did  carry  nu  or 
pronioie  auy  dangerous  practices  with  cbe  mi- 
nisters of  France, or  tbeenemies  oflier  majesty 
or  her  kingdoms;  or  that  he  did  at  any  tune 
comhine  with  the  said  Matthew  Prior,  toikfmuil 
her  majesty  of  any  sum  of  money  whatsoever, 
under  colour  of  1^  cidplovmenc ; ur  iliac  the 
s-oid  Matthew  Prior  was  tent  into  France,  with 
tbe  character  aforesaid,  without  any  settled  ap- 
pointment or  allowance  for  any  such  end  ; or 
ibat  be  the  said  earl  did  give  the  said  Matthew 
Prior  an  unlimiieit  credit,  or  promised  to  pay 
hira  nny  bills  whatsoever,  ocher  than  what  he 
should  be  duly  autberized  to  pay ; or  that 
any  bills  of  exchange  m the  said  article 
mentioned  were  drawn  in  pursuance  of 
any  such  contrivance,  The  said  earl  aaitii. 
That,  Thomas  Ilariey  esquire  Iiaving  been 
twice  sent  hy  her  late  majesty  to  the  court  of 
Hanover,  he  the  aiid  earl,  being  tlien  high  trea- 
sbfn'<brC'^tt  Bli'iadu,''aald;iop  cuuied  to  be 
O 
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paiti  U the  said  Mr.  Harley  tbc  sum  of  !},S60l. 
or  ibereabouu,  by  autliority  from  ber  majesty, 
and  Accuniingto  the  duly  of  bis  offitt,  out  of 
moDieeappreprisced  to  the  use  of  the  cisil  list: 
and  be  believes  that,  if  Mr.  Hatley  badtsceircd 
no  allavtance  io  proportion  to  what  hath  been 
paid  to  ombussRiurs,  it  would  buvo  amounted 
(0  a greater  sum  ; but  denies  that  tbe  said  sain 
5,5<i0i.  or  any  part  of  it,  was  paid  without  au> 
tbority,  nr  for  promoting  any  wicked  purposes 
of  the  said  earl ; or  that  be  <Tid  either  illegally 
or  fraudulently  issue  or  direct,  or  advise  the  di- 
rection or  paymeut  of,  any  sum  or  socos  of 
money,  out  ot  her  majcstys  treasury,  to  any 
person  whatsoever;  or  that  he  ever  entered  into 
any  combination  with  the  persons  abovemeo- 
tioned,  or  any  other  person  whoisoerer,  to 
defraud  ber  majteiy  of  any  of  the  public  money 
wbich  be  was  entrusted  vritb  the  tuanagement  of. 

“ In  Answer  to  the  Touttb  Additional  Ar- 
ticle ; tlie  said  Earl  denies  (bat  he  ever  held 
any  correspondeuce  with  Mary,  the  late  cun- 
sort  of  the  late  king  James  ilie  2nd,  either  by 
tbe  means  of  Mr.  Prior  or  by  any  other  menus 
whatsoever;  or  that  he  ever  intended,  or  had 
the  least  design,  any  way  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  tbe  Pretender : Nor  doth  the  said 
earl  know  or  bebeve,  tbat  M.  Gaultier,  in  the 
said  Article  named,  was  entrusted  oremployed 
83  an  agent,  between  any  of  itie  ministers  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  in  trausacline  any 
affairs  relating  to  the  Pretender  ; and  oenics 
that  he  the  said  earl  had  any  conferences  with 
him  the  said  M.  Gaultier  on  that  subject ; nor 
doth  the  said  earl  know,  or  believe,  iliei  the 
said  M.  Gaultier  was  empowered  to  conpert 
whb  him  the  said  eurl  particularly  tbe  settling 
any  payment  or  remittance  of  the  annuities 
hereafter  mentioned,  or  any  other  yearly  sum 
to  be  paid  or  remitted  nut  of  her  majesty's 
treasury  into  I'raoce;  Neither  bad  the  said 
earl  the  least  design  that  any  of  the  fruits  or 
advantages  of  the  peace  should  be  made  an  ' 
offering  to  any  ndliorent  of  the  Pretender ; 
nor  dio  he  agree  or  undertake  tn  pnMure  the 
payment  of  Die  yearly  sum  of  47,0007.  or  any 
other  yearly  sum,  to  the  use  of  tbe  said  late 
consnredunug  herlife.  But  the  said  earl  .doth 
admit,  that  the  late  king  James  tlie  3nd,  by 
letters  patents,  under  thu  great  seal  of  Englmiu, 
bearing  date  on  or  about  the  S8lh  day  of 
August  in  the  year  granted  onto  Law- 

rence earl  of  Rochester,  Henry  earl  of  Peter- 
borough, Sidney  lord  Godolptun,  Robert  War- 
den, esiiuire,  aud  sir  Edward  Herbert,  kni^In, 
(who  are  dl  since  deceased,)  divers  annulues, 
or  yearly  sums  of  mon^,  amonnting  ti> 
37,S38f.  ISr.  7d.  payable  out  of  the  hereditary 
duty  of  excise  and  (be  post  office,  and  otlicr 
revenues  in  the  said  letters  patents  mentioiied, 
Co  hold,  to  them  and  their  heirs,  during  (he  life 
of  the siiid  consort,  in  trust  for  her;  aud,  by 
other  letters  patents,  bearing  date  nn  or  about 

tlie  third  day  of  December  in  the  year  1888,' 
also  granted  unco  tbe  said  coasnri  a funlicr 
pension , or  j^ly  ^|’  lD,QCtOMj  iu_h(iltl 
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during  ber  natornl  life;  whereby  die  said  re- 
venues arising  from  Che  hereditary  excise  and 

tusc  office,  and  ocher  (he  revenues  in  the  said 
liters  patents  mentioned,  became  charged 
with,  and  were  liable  to,  the  said  annuities  or 
yearly  sums,  as  in  this  article  is  mentioned  : 
And  the  said  earl  doth  admit,  that  the  said 
revenues  were,  by  several  acts  of  parliament, 
grunted  and  settled  during  the  life  of  his  late 
majesty  king  William  tbe  3rd,  for  the  use 
and  service  of  bis  household  and  family,  ami, 
for  other  his  necessary  expenses  and  occasions  : 
and  after  his  demise,  during  the  life  of  ber 
late  majesty  queen  Anne,  were  appointed  to 
bo  for  the  support  of  her  household,  and  uf 
tbe  bonuur  and  dignity  of  the  crown:  But 
snitli,  that,  in  the  same  act  of  parliament 
whereby  tbe  said  revenues  are  so  appointed, 
there  is  u general  saving  to  all  and  every  per- 
son and  persons,  of  all  such  rights,  titles,  es- 
tates, interests,  claims,  and  demands  wliatso- 
ever,  of,  in,  or  to,or  out  of  the  said  revenues 
aud  hereditament^  ur  any  of  them,  as  tliey  or 
any  uf  them  hod,  or  ought  to  have  had,  beibra 
the  making  the  said  act,  as  fully  to  ail  inienu 
and  purposes  as  if  the  said  act  had  uever  been 
made;  And  tbe  said  earl  doth  admit,  that  an 
act  uf  nsrliament  was  made  iu  the  12th  year 
of  her  late  mRjestyVreigii,  whereby  the  sum  of 
iiK),000f.,  for  the  causes  therein  meuliuned, 
was  tb  be  applied  (in  aid  of  the  reveouesor 
branches  which  were  appointed  for  the  suu- 

Curt  of  her  majesty's  household,  and  of  ina 
nnour  and  dignity  of  the  crowo)  for  or  to- 
wards tlie  paying  and  discbaiging  such  arrears 
of  salaries,  wages,  diet  money,  and  other  alluw- 
ances,  and  siu£  debts,  fur  emptions,  uruvisiuns, 
and  othercauses,as5bualdRppe8rioMdueanil 
owing  to  heymajesty’s  servants,  tradesmen,  anti  | 
Olliers.  But  the  said  earl  saiih,  he  hath  beard  ; 
tliat  the  said  late  consurt  of  the  lata  king 
James  the  Sud,  esteeming  herself  tu  be  eotitJed . I 
by  tbe  laws  of  England,  by  virtue  of  the  said  | 
letters  patents,  to  the  several  sums  uf  money  < 
therein  mentioned,  did,  by  letters  of  attorney^  i 
empower  and  auibocxe  the  said  M.  Gaultier  to  I 
demand  aud  receive,  ibr  Iter  only  use,  benefit  I 
aad  behuof,  all  sums  of  inoacy,  which,  frotn 
and  after  the  feast  of  the  Annunciailoii  ofthfr 
blessed  Virgin  blary  7713,  were  become  due 
and  payable  upon  the  soid  several  anauitiea, 
amouniing  to3?,S98f.  13s.  7d. ; and  die  otbex 
-ammity,  or  yearly  sum,  of  10,000k;  and  tu  I 
^ve  acquittances  and  diteb^es  for  tbe  j 
monies  he  shonld  so  receive  tu  her  only  use  I 
mid  behuofas  aforesaid;  and  that  tbercuposi 
he  tiie  said  M.  Gaultier  applied  liimscJr  to  bet 
majesty,  for  ilia  payment  uf  the  monies  which 
. were  incurred  or  grown  dueon  the  said  several  - 
annuities,  irom  the  said  23ib  day  of  March  ' 
1713;  and  that  ber  majesty  was  pleased  to 
signawarrauc  directed  to  him,  ibenid  carf, 
being  then  her  insjesty’s  high  treasurer,  or  to 
liie  high  freasurer  or  commissioners  of  ths 
treasury,  for  die  lime  being,  in  the  words,  or  to 
the  efTeots,  in  the  said  Article  sec  forth;  but. 
(br^qtt,  ccflaiDiy,, 
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narrant,  <v1ieo  the  same  slitill  be  produced : 
aod  cliac,  in  obedience  to  her  majeit^’s  com* 
mands  signified  by  die  said  warrant,  he  the 
said  earl  did  direct  two  seTeral  warrants  to  the 
auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  to  the 
effect  in  the  said  Article  set  forth;  but, for 
more  certainty,  refers  to  the  said  several  wsr- 
raots,  vrhen  the  same  shall  be  produced.  But 
be  denies  t^e  advised  her  majesty  to  sign  the 
said  warrant  of  the  23rd  of  December  17IS. 
But  when  such  warrant  was  brought  to  him, 
and  faeknew  that  ilie  jointure  of  tnesaid  con- 
sort had  been  confirmed  by  net  of  parliament, 
and  had  heard  that,  by  some  private  Article  nr 
agreement  at  the  treaty  at  Ityswick,  prnvislea 
had  been  made  in  relation  to  it ; and  the  le- 
gality of  the  demand  not  being  doubted  by  her 
majesty's  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  die  said 
earl  thought  it  his  duty  to  pay  obedience  to  it, 
and  the  sum  of  500,0001.,  intended  to  be  raised 
by  the  said  act  of  the  13th  year  of  her  majes- 
ty's reign,  together  with  a great  additional  sum 
in  tallies,  being  designed  fur  discharge  of  her 
mmeity’a  debts,  the  said  earl  thooght  himself 
sufficiently  authorised  indirect,  chat  the  said 
sum  of  money  mentioned  in  the  said  warrants, 
which  be  was  advised  was  a debt  from  her  ma- 
jesty, should  be  paid  out  of  the  said  500,0001.; 
yet  the  sum  in  the  said  warrants  mentioned,  or 
any  part  thereof,  was  not  paid  out  of  the  said 
appropriated  sum  of  500,0001.  or  otherwise ; 
but  the  whole  sum  of  500,0001.  WBS*apptied  to 
other  uses,  for  which  it  was  appropriated. 
And  the  said  earl  humbly  hopes,  that  be  hath 
not  hereby  betrayed  the  honour  of  her  late  ma- 
jesty, or  the  imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  or 
acted  contrary  to  his  duty.  And  the  said  earl 
doth  acknowledge,  that  the  said  M.  Gaultier 
coming  into  England  with  letters  of  credence 
fkim  the  French  king  to  her  late  majesty,  after 
having  resided  some  time  in  F.ugiand ; her 
majesty  was  pleased,  before  his  departure 
bence,  to  direct  a present  should  be  made  to 
the  said  M.  Gaultier,  as  hath  been  usual 
in  like  cases  to  public  ministers : and  be 
believes  hersaiil  majesty  wns the  ratherinciined 
to  make  such  present  to  the  said  M,  Gaultier, 
bernose  the  said  eari  hath  beard  and  takes  it 
10  be  true,  thutthesaid  Gaultier  had  hem  in- 
strumental with  the  French  king  to  obtain  the 
delivery  and  release  of  those  poor  protestants, 

" ho  had  suffereil  on  board  the  gallics  on  ac- 
count of  their  religion  ; whose  rescue  from 
slavery  her  majesty,  out  of  her  known  zeal  to 
the  prutestant  religion,  and  out  of  her  wonted 
piety  and  compassion  to  the  confessors  in  so 
good  acause,  had  much  at  lieart,  and  bad  pre- 
vailed therein  beyond  expectation  ; it  being 
wliiu  by  his  inujesi;  king  William  had  been  at- 
tempt^ in  vain,  and  was  thought  by  many 
impossible  ever  to  lie  obtained  : And  the  good 
qfficesof  the  said  Gaultier  in  tlpit  affair  hnv-' 
lag  been  very  acceptable  to  her  majesty,  she 
was  pleased  to  increase  his  present  in  respect 
thereof ; and  therefore  ordered  it  to  he  paid 
in  the  same  manner  as  liad  been  done  to 
«tWs,  whose  prsaehni'iiu  :iiiaj«i(y  choik^t'fle'l 


to  augment : And  for  this  end,  her  majesty, 
about  the  time  in  this  article  mentioned,  did 
sign  a warrant,  directing  the  payment  of 
1,0001.  sterling  to  Daniel  Arthur,  esq.  in  the 
same  Article  mentioned,  to  the  inteot  ic  might 
be  paid  to  tlie  said  M.  Gaultier,  on  tbe  ac- 
count aforesaid  ; and  the  said  earl  believes  the 
said  monies  were  issued  and  paid  accordioglyj 
and  doth  not  apprehend  be  bath  therein  acted 
contrary  to  his  auty. 

“ In  Answer  to  Che  FifU)  Addicinnal  Article; 
the  said  Earl  doth  admit,  the  sovereign  of  this 
realm  mav  refuse  to  receive  any  natural-barn 
subject,  who  hath  coromitied  nnct  b under  the 
guilt  of  high  treason,  as  a public  minister,  nr 
with  any  cl  laracter  from  any  foreign  prince,  state, 
or  poccncaie:  and  that  where  such  persdn  is 
known  to  be  guHty  of  such  crime,  it  may  in 
most  cases  be  litso  Coda:  But  the  said  ear] 

' apprelieods  that  the  sovereign  is  die  proper 
judge  whom  to  refuse  or  receive  with  such 
character.  Tlie  said  earl  believes,  ibnt  a per- 
son styling  himself,  or  commonly  knowu  by 
the  name  of  I.ilcot  or  Lawless,  did,  about  the 
vcnririS  or  ms,  come  into  England,  with 
letters  of  credence  to  her  majesty,  from  tbe 
king  and  the  late  queen  of  Spain,  aad  autho- 
rity to  treat  about  carrying  British  inerdian- 
dizesto  ihe  Spanish  West  Indies;  and  that 
her  majesre  was  pleased  to  admit  such  person 
with  such  fetters  of  credence;  and  before  hb 
return  to  Spain,  wns  pleased  to  order,  for  die 
use  uf  such  person,  tlic  sum  of  ifiOOl.,  to  be 
. paid  out  of  the  monies  appropriated  to  the 
civil  list;  whicli  the  said  earl,  in  obedience  to 
soch  orders,  caused  to  be  paid,  and  humbly  ap- 
prehends it  was  his  duty  so  (o  do;  But  the 
said  earl  believes,  that  when  the  said  Lilcot  or 
Lawless  was  so  admitted,  he  was  generally 
thought  to  be  a natural  Spaniard ; and  that, 
from  tlie  advantages  of  those  licences  wliicb  be 
brought  for  carrying  the  British  merchan- 
dize!!'to  the  tVeet  Indies  he  expected  a much 
larger  present : however,  the  said  earl  denies 
that  he  knew,  or  was  infomied,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  said  Lawless  in  Engluud,  any 
thing  of  his  coming  hither;  nor,  afler  his  ar- 
rival, did  lie  see  him,  or  know  of  his  being 
here,  before  be  had  hcenimroduced  to  her  ma- 
jesty, it  being  usual  for  public  ministers  to  be 
iotroduced,  hy  ihuse  servants  of  her  majesty 
I to  wliose  otiice  it  belongs,  as  matter  of  duty 
and  commoo  dispatch,  without  consulting 
! therein  other  minbtera  of  state;  nnd,  upon 
i the  notice  taken  nf  this  affair,  formerly  in  the 
House  nf  Peers,  it  appeared,  that  the  nuble 
lord  wlio  introduced  the  said  Lawless  to  ihe 
queen,  by  virtue  of  hb  office  did  it  as  of  course, 
and  did  lint  then  know  he  was  other  than  a 
native  of  Spain.  And  the  snid  car!  saiib, 
That,  of  a long  lime  nfterlie  hud  beeo  so  in- 
troduced, the  said  earl  neiiber  kne^v  or  heard 
that  he  was  other  thnn  a natural  Spaniard ; 
hut,  when  the  said  person  Iwd  comiiHicd  in 
England,  a considerahte  time,  there  was  a ru- 
iiu  i4id  'waii  ifteirwards  io- 


IU9J  PARL.  HISTORY,  2 Georce  I.  1 

fomed,  he  nos  a aative  of  Ireland,  and  de- 

E arced  ouc  of  (bat  kingdom  in  his  youth,  and 
ad  since  been  in  the  Spanish  sen'ice;  but 
doth  not  know  not  was  informed,  that  be  bad 
irommiited  or  I>een  guiliy  of  high  treason,  ur 
<bnt  he  had  serfoi  ibe  late  king  James  the  !2d, 
in  the  war  in  Ireland,  against  king  William  the 
Si1,  or  had  follawed  the  said  king  Jiunn  tbe  2d, 
into  France,  or  been  in  bis  interest  or  service, 
or  bad  bceu  in  rebellion  against  king  Willium, 
or  in  arms  a^ntt  tbe  late  queen.  And  t}ie 
said  earl,  liarmg  no  notice  of  tbe  said  person’s 
arrival  before  bis  heing  admitted  to  her  ine- 
jesty,  nor  any  knowledge  of  any  crime  be  was 
guilty  of,  submits,  wbeiTicr  it  shall  be  imputed 
to  him  as  any  want  of  duty,  that  he  did  not 
advise  her  majesty  against  admitting  or  re- 
ceiving him  in  [he  character  aforesaid,  or  timt 
iiB  did,  by  her  (cajesiy's  authority,  nieet,  con- 
fer, or  u^ociote  witli  him,  concerning  aoy 
affairs  about  which  he  was  authorised  to  treat 
(in  case  he  had  so  done,  which  however  the 
said  eail  doth  not  adtoir);  or  (hat,  by  audio- 
rily  from  her  majesty  he  paid  die  sniri  sum  of 
1.000/.  to  tbe  said  Duiiiel  Anliur,  which  aflet 
came  to  his  use;  but  tbe  said  earl  doth  deny 
(hat  he  advised  her  majesty  to  sign  the  war- 
rant for  payaicoi  of  the  said  1,000/.,  ur  gave 
any  directions  forpaymeot  thereof, cuntrary  to 
wfiAt  WHS  intended  by  her  majesty.  And  tbe 
said  earl  admits,  that  some  other  suns  of 
money,  which  might  amouat  in  the  whole  to 
015/.  ur  thereabouts,  vvere  paid,  in  satisfaction 
of  ifionirs  advanced  to  the  soid  Lavciess,  as 
part  of  the  monies  agreed  to  be  advanced  to 
his  catholic  tDqtesty  by  the  Assienio  contract: 
But  denies  tliat  he  directed  die  payment  of 
any  other  moaiei  whatsoever,  out  of  her  ma- 
jesty's treiisury,  to  die  said  Lilesli,  alias  Law- 
less; or  knows  that  uny  other  monies  were 
paid, to  liini,  beside  the  aforementioned  sum  of 
1,000/.,  and  the  monies  paid  in  satisfaction 
of  wliat  WHS  advanced  to  him  towards  the  purl 
due  to  bis  cailiolic  mnjcsiy  by  die  said  As- 
sien'to  contract,  And  the  said  earl  never  as- 
sumed die  supreme  diiectinn  in  lier  oimesty’s 
councils;  neither  was  lie  udvisiiig  that  the  said 
person  should  be  introduced  to  her  majesty, 
or  siiould  he  received  or  treated  by  her  minis- 
ters, Under  die  di-guised  name  of  Duu  Carlo 
Itlorn,  nr  should  at  all  he  received  as  a public 
niimsccr  lieie.  Anri  the  said  earl  doth  ac- 
knowhdge,  ihiit  the  Iluuie  of  Lords,  wiili  cotn- 
nieiidiihie  zeul,  made  such  adilress  mid  came 
to  such  rC'Solutiuii,  and  that  her  majesty  made 
such  unsiver  and  issued  such  procliiniHtiaii,  as 
in  tbe  said  article  is  mentioned.  And  as  llie 
said  eurl  liad  aiwuys  the  higlmt  regard  to  the 
safety  of  lier  majeiity's  person,  the  security  of 
the  protcstaiit  succession,  ami  advice  and  re- 
solu'ions  of  ilic  House  of  Pi'ern;  so  he  ric- 
nieih  that  he  had  the  least  knoivledee  that  the 
said  Lelisli,  nlias  Lawless,  bad  ever  been  tni- 
oister  or  agent  of  (lie  P'etendcr  at  the  court  of 
Madriil,  or  die  least  suspicion  that  lie  n us  sent 
into  Fngluiid  to  promote  (he  interest  of  the 
Pretender  ip, -thies«  .^liopit.lie.pi^p-, 
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sciaus  to  himself  that  be  bath  dune  any  thing 
to  expose  ihc  person  of  her  most  sacred  ma- 
jesty, to  enervate  or  render  ineJiectual  the  ad- 
vice of  parlinment  or  her  m^esty’s  declara- 
tions, to  countenance  any  emissary  of  tbe  Pre- 
tender or  encourage  his  adherents,  to  the  dan- 
ger of  the  protescant  successiou,  as  by  )uw 
esuiblishad,  in  tbe  serene  house  cvf  Uauover : 
Bui,  on  the  contrary,  is  persuaded  bis  conduct 
in  ihni  adkir  is  so  well  known,  as  doc  to  need 
any  further  juscificatton;  Bti^  if  it  should  at 
any  lime  be  thought  necessary,  be  is  able  to 
produce  those  proofs  of  it,  which  are  the  best 
autburiiy  in  the  world,  for  bis  vindication, 

''  In  Answer  to  the  Sixth  Additional  Article ; 
tlie  said  Earl  hath  been  informed,  and  doth 
believe  it  may  be  true,  (hat,  after  several  un- 
successful attempts  by  her  late  niajrsty,  in 
conjunction  with  her  allies,  to  estaDlisii  hia 
present  imperial  majesty  upon  the  throne  of 
Spain,  instructions  in  writing  were  given  lo 
Mitford  Crow,  est^uire,  about  (he  7th  of  March 
1705;  taking  nutice,  ‘Her  mmesiy  had  been 
‘ informed,  chat  the  people  of  Catalonia  were 
‘ inclined  to  cast  off  the  yoke  imposed  on  them 
‘ by  the  French,  and  lo  return  Co-the  ubedi- 
' euceof  the  house  of  Austria;  and  thatiier 
t mqjeaty,  de&iring  to  maintain  anri  improve 
‘ that  good  dispositioa  in  them,  and  to  induce 
' them  cq  put  toe  same  speedily  in  execution, 

' had  matrn  ciioice  of  him  to  carry  on  so  great 
‘ a work,  for  the  advantage  of  her  service,  and 
‘ the  goud  of  tbe  commou  cause,  as  was  the 
‘ mal^g  a treaty  with  the  Catalans,  or  any 
‘ ocher  people  of  Spain,  for  the  purposes  afbre- 
‘said;  ana  that  the  said  Mitioid  Crow  was 
‘ thereby  empowered  to  give  tbe  Catalans,  or 
‘ other  Spaniards,  assnraiices  of  her  majesty's 
‘ utmost  endeavours  to  procure  the  esCabluh- 
‘ ment  of  all  sach  rights  and  immunities  os 
‘ they  had  formerly  enjoyed  under  the  house 
‘ of  Austria,  and  the  connrmuUon  of  such  titles 
‘ as  had  been  conferred  on  any  of  them  by  the 
‘ duke  of  Anjou ; anil  ibul,  for  their  further 
‘ satisfaction,  her  cn^escy  bad  sent  Co  king 
‘ Charles  the  3d,  for  powers  for  confirmiag  the 
' same  tu  them,  ami  was  willing,  if  they  in- 
‘ sisced  on  it,  to  become  guarantee  that  it 
‘ should  he  done.’  And  tbe  said  earl  hacli  been 
likewise  informed  that  her  majesty,  in  a com- 
mission, granted  lo  the  said  Mitford  Crow,  ex- 
pressed, ‘ (hat  she  thought  fit  to  enter  into  a 
‘ treaty  with  tbe  principality  of  Catalonia,  or 
‘ tiny  ocher  province  of  Spahi,  on  condition 
‘ they  would  acknowledge  tind  receive  Charles 
‘ the  3d  as  lawful  king  of  Spain,  aud  utterly 
‘ abdicate  tlie  house  of  Bourbon,  and  join  their 
' forces  wicli  her  majesty's;'  and  that  her  ma- 
jesty was  pleased  also  to  sign  and  deliver  lo 
(he  said  Milford  Crow  credeitUal  letters,  di- 
rected to  the  nobility,  magistracy,  and  other 
odicen  of  Catalonia,  nr  ant  other  province  of 
Spain,  desiring  cbeni  to  give  faith  to  every  thing 
tlie  said  Mitfurd  Crow  ^uuld  (ell  them  in  her 
majesty’s  name:  And  that  mscructions  were 
,l^e,iji,i«!,g«pq  P«t9<rborough  and 
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sir  CloudesI;  Sbuvell,  about  tlie  time,  and  to 
tbe  ^eci,  iu  the  said  iirticie  mentioD^ ; tmd 
that  a inaaileiitOv  or  diclaraiioa,  uni  oAer- 
uards  puhtiilied  by  the  (lid  carl  of  Peter- 
bprougli,  to  the  eAecC  io  tbe  said  anicle  set 
forth : But  tbe  said  carl  denies  ihal  such  tneni- 
festo  ur  dcclur.aiun  was  prepared  by  bis  ad- 
vice or  privity;  and  the  said  earl  believea  it 
may  be  true,  that  some  part  of  the  nolnlity, 
clergy,  and  iiihabiteeis,  of  the  principality  of 
Caialouin  and  td&o  of  ilie  inhabitants  of  tlic 
island  of  Majorca,  did  ufierwards  acknonltdge 
kioe  Charles  tbe  Scl^  now  emperor,  for  their 
lawful  »,rereigii,  and  did  join  their  arms  vvith 
those  of  lier  majesey  and  her  allies,  agaiust  tbe 
present  king  <n  Spain;  but  by  wbat  motive 
they  were  induced  tiiereunlo,  the  said  ear! 
doth  not  know.  And  tbe  said  earl  doth  ac- 
kDowledge,  that,  Irir  some  lime,  the  arms  of 
her  majesty  ami  her  allies,  in  Spain,  were  ni- 
tended  nitli  considerable  successes,  in  nhicli 
the  bravery  of  tlie  Catalans  appeared,  and  tiie 
forces  of  the  confederates  twice  entered  the 
capiuil  city  of  time  kingdom;  by  which  sig- 
nal conquests,  and  cite  great  supplies  tbsc 
have  been  granted  hy  parliament  iiir  their  as- 
sistance, tbe  said  people  were  under  the  liighest 
obligations  of  gmiituile  to  her  inujesty  i But, 
the  advantages  tliose  successes  bad  given  king 
Cbarlea  the  3d  being  lost,  her  majesty  found 
the  burlbeii  of  that  war  very  heavy  lu  her 
subjects,  the  conquest  nf  Spam  for  tbe  pre- 
sent emperor  impractlcahk.  and,  after  tbe  ac- 
cession of  tbe  empire  and  descent  of  tbe 
hereditary  countries  to  faim,  esteemed  iucon- 
listent  with  tbe  intm'esta  of  many  of  her  allies, 
and  therefore  thought  it  necessary,  for  the  good 
of  her  people  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
Co  etitor  into  negotisiinns  for  a general  pence : 
but  the  said  earl  denies  that  be  entered  into  any 
conspiracy  for  .subjectuig  tlieSpanisli  monarchy 
to  tbe  House  of  Bourbon,  or  even  had  the  least 
daigii  of  ilte  ruin  or  destruction  of  any  of  the 
rights,  liberties,  or  privileges,  of  the  Catalans; 
or  that  lie  ever  fuimed  any  contrivance  fur 
tbandoning  them  to  the  fury  or  revenge  of  the 
duke  of  Anjou  or  his  adhereute,  or  for  tbe  ex- 
Urpation  of  any  of  their  riglits,  liberties,  or 
privileges;  or  Uiat  he  advised  her  omjrsty  to 
give  directions  to  the  lord  Lexington,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  duke  of  Anjou  kiug  of  Spain, 
before  any  negoiiation  of  peace  wns  set  on 
loot,  io  due  form  of  law,  between  the  crowns 
of  Greet  Britain  and  Spain : on  the  contrary 
die  said  earl  snilh,  That,  bv  letters  and  papers 
sent  by  one  of  her  iBajcsiy’s  principal  seereia- 
ties  ut  state  to  Uie  lord  l^xuigtuii,  it  will  ap- 
pesr,  that,  after  her  majesty  had  hearkened  to 
the  propirtals  for  a geneml  peace,  for  the  good 
her  own  "people  ami  her  allies,  she  nicd  her  ' 
best  endeavours  for  obtaining  the  liberties  of 
the  Catalans  at  tbe  enndusiun  oftbe  peace; 
and  that  his  lordship  was  directed  perempto- 
and  absolutely  to  insisc  ihereoo : nnr  doth 
'he  said  earl  know  or  bMieve,  tiist  any  order* 
•ere  ever  sent  from,  or  given  bv,  her  maiesty 
b>  any  of  her 


tnand,  or  that  tbe  said  lord  Lexington  ever  de- 
sisted from  making  the  utmost  efforts  he  could 
for  obtaioing  it;  and  if,  from  any  measuresof 
the  Catalans  or  of  bis  imperial  majesty,  or 
from  any  other  cause,  her  inajcsiy’sciideavouiB 
had  not  tlieit  full  effect,  the  said  enrj  eonceives 
it  canniit  be  imputed  to  any  n^lect  of  her  ma- 
jesty, or  any  want  of  duty  iu  him  the  said  earl. 
He  believes  chat,  about  tbe  time  in  the  said 
article  mentioned,  bis  iniperiai  majesty  did 
enter  inin  a convention  or  egreemeut  for  eva- 
cuating Catalonia;  and  that  her  majesty,  out 
of  hi4tnation  to  perform  her  best  offices  to  the 
emperor,  ivas  prevailed  on  to  become  one  of 
the  guarantees  thereof ; but  denies  that  bis 
imperial  majesty  was  necessitated,  by  any 
practices  of  the  said  unrl,  to  iiiuke  any  such 
convention;  and  is  iguorant  lor  what  causes 
bis  imperial  majesty,  whom  it  roost  conrerned, 
omitted,  ill  such  convention,  to  make  express 
und  poriiive  siipulacion  fur  the  liberties  of  rbe 
Catalans:  if  it  proceeded  from  any  dcpcndonce 
upon  the  declaration  of  ber  mtjesiy  to  inter- 
pose her  best  offices  nn  their  bebuli^  and  tbe 
firomises  of  tlie  Trench  king  to  join  his  endea- 
vours therein ; lie  is  cunlident,  it  will  appear 
licr  majesty's  bestoffices  were  employed  in  that 
oiEiir;  when  it  is  considered  wbat  repeated 
instances  the  made  by  tier  ministers,  and  in 
the  innsi  pathetic  manner,  to  obiain  for  iliem 
the  privileges  they  desired:  and  chat  her  ma- 
jesty, by  her  earnest  interpusiliuii,  did  obtain 
a grant  and  conftrmaiion  10  all  the  inhabitants 
ofCaiatonis,  of.  a perpetual  nmnestjoiid  ob- 
livion of  all  that  was  done  in  the  lute  war,  the 
full  possession  oftdl  theireetatesnud  hmioors. 
Olid  a farther  grant  of  ail  their  pricilcgt's,  which 
(be  inhabitants  of  both  Castiilee,  who  of  oU  the 
Spaniards  were  most  dear  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
enjoyed,  »r  might  at  any  time  after  luive  or 
enjoy:  whereby  the  Cucalaus, ifthey  ohtaineil 
not  all  the  ancient  privileges  they  pretended 
I'.iv  received  however,  in  corupensaciim  thereof, 
ihe  udrontnge  of  trading  directly  to  the  West 
Indies,  nnd  other  privileges  to  wliicli  they  were 
never  before  entitled  : and  the  lioase  oi  Peers, 
npon  egusideration  of  several  papers  laid  be- 
fore them  relating  to  tins  affair,  in  puTBoancB 
ofthfcir  address  to  ber  majesty  in  that  behalf, 
exprcaseil  their  oimost  ibankfuliiess  nnd  satii- 
factkiii,  fur  her  majesty's  repealed  and  earnest 
endeavours  for  preserving  to  the  C-otalans  the 
full  enjoymenlof  all  their  jost  and  oncientli- 
berries;  and  it  is  probable  her  iDtijesty  had 
prevnilcd,  to  obtain  for  them  tlie  ancient  pri- 
vileget  and  liberties  in  the  laigest  extent,  if 
they  had  waited  tbe  eient  of  her  gracious  in- 
terpositions in  ibeir  favonr,  and  nut  deierminerl 
to  carry  oo  tbe  war  by  themselves  ngainsi  kmg 
Philip,  after  tbe  emperor  lud  sigii^  the  con- 
veniioD  foreracoaiing  their  country ; which  in- 
censed the  king  of  Spain  in  the  liigheiC  degree, 
nnd  was  looked  upon  by  him  as  the  most  ob- 
stinate rebellion.  liuwever,  tbe  said  earl  saith, 
he  never  amused  the  Catalans  with  any  ex- 
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fence  apainst  the  duke  of  Anjou ; nor  ndrised 
her  majesty  to  cuiictude  a peace  with  Spain, 
nichoot  security  for  the  aDCwuc-tighu,  liberties, 
and  privileges  of  that  7>enple;  or  to  send  sir 
James  Wisbort  with  a ^uadroo  of  men  of  nor 
for  (he  purposes  io  the  said  article  mentioned, 
but  believes  her  majesty  might  tliink  bcrself 
obliged,  by  being  guarantee  to  the  said  con* 
vention  for  the  evacuating  of  Catalonia,  to  send 
the  said  sir  James  Withart  into  die  Mediter* 
rancan,  with  a squadron  of  men  of  war,  al* 
though  he  knows  not  the  orders  or  instructions 

E*  'en  on  that  occasion  ; and  liumhiy  appre- 
nds,  that  he  cannot  in  justice  be  charged 
with  any  consequences  from  that  nnbsppy  peo* 

tie's  remsal  to  comply  in  (heir  submission  to  the 
ingof  Spain,  upon  the  terms  her  majesty  imtli 
stipulated  for  tlieio. 

“ Thos  the  said  Earl  has  laid  his  case  before 
your  lordships;  wlierein  he  hopes,  he  hath 
luily  answcced  the  several  Articles  exhibited 
against  him.  Yet,  lest  there  should  beany 
omission  in  liis  Answer,  which  may  be  made 
use  of  to  his  prejudice,  he  says,  he  is  not  guilty 
of  all  or  any  the  matters  contained  in  the  said 
Articles,  or  any  nfekem,  in  manner  and  form 
as  they  are  therein  charged  against  him ; and 
humlify  hopes  diat  your  lordships  will  excuse 
any  imperfections  or  defects  in  the  said  Answer 
with  regard  to  expression  or  ^orm,  and  impute 
wliHtcver  of  that  kind  may  appear  to  the  great 
weak  ness  of  body  and  til  state  of  health  which 
the  said  earl  nnw  labours  and  hath  for  some 
months  post  laboured  under;  and  that  your  lord* 
ships  will  be  induced  to  make  all  further  due 
allowances  in  his  favour,  from  the  following 
considerations,  which  relate  to  the  nature  of 
the  charge  io  general,  and  the  difficulties  with 
which  his  defence  of  himself  against  the  p.-ir- 
ticulars  contained  in  that  charge  is,  and  must 
be,  attended.  Most  of  the  Articles  with  which 
Lestaudscharged  relate  entirely  to  tlia  omo- 
tiaiions  ofthe  peace  lately  concluded  at  Uutent. 
He  duubu  not  hut  your  lordsiiips  will  consider 
that  he  must  of  necessity  be  under  great  dif- 
ficuities  in  giving  a fuUand  particular  account 
of  such  a great  variety  offocts  as  are  contained 
io  iliese  Articles;  that  several  of  these  facts 
concern  transactions  with  the  ministers  of  fo- 
reign states,  who  cannot  be  produced  os  wit- 
nesses in  his  defence,  he  their  testimony  never 
so  material ; iliat  mauy  steps  and  pniceedings 
in  au  slfdirof  this  nature,  where  the  interest 
of  several  parties,  not  only  separate  from,  but 
some  of  them  alsu  contrary  to  each  other,  arc 
to  be  ndjosted,  do  require  great  secrecy  and 
address  in  ibe  management;  and  t^ial  in  trea- 
ties between  eoemtes,  such  terms  are  often  pru- 
'posed,  and  such  arguments  used,  as  carry  a 
different  appearance  from  tlie  real  intentions 
of  those  that  treat;  upon  which  accouots,  it 
mu<E  be  very  difficult  to  set  every  thing  that 
passed  in  the  late  n^otiations,  with  regard  to 
the  enemy  and  to  the  allies,  in  a clear  light, 
and  to  justify  every  step  that  was  taken  to- 
wards  conihftSing  flwai.  iu-iiit  iind  proywsctV 


espcdally  since  the  acconnt  of  those  transac- 
tions, and  ofthe  reasons  on  which  they  wer« 
founded,  cannot,  as  he  conceives,  be  dnly 
cleared,  but  by  inspecting  the  entire  series  of 
letters  and  paj^rs  which  passed  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  thoso  transactions,  and  by  com- 
paring together  such  passages  in  them  as  might 
give  light  to  each  other  end  to  the  whole;  all 
which  letters  and  papers  are  (as  he  is  infortned) 
now  in  the  possession  ofthe  Iionoumble  House 
of  Commons ; nor  was  it  tlionght  lit,  upon  his 
humble  application  to  your  lurdsbips,  tliat  ha 
should  be  indulged  with  a copyof  any  of  them : 
he  hopes  it  may  not  misbecome  him,  on 
this  occasion,  to  observe  to  your  lordships, 
that  tile 'House  of  Commons,  by  being  pos- 
sessed of  those  papers,  have  n fuller  viewer  llie 
whole  progress  nod  of  all  the  secret  steps  of 
tint  n^oliatiun,  than  perhaps  was  ever  in  the 
like  case  imparted  to  nny  House  of  Parliament, 
and  they  have  therefore  nil  (he  advantage 

Eossible  towards  forming  the  charge  against 
im  upon  the  Articles  of  his  Impeachment ; 
whereas  he  the  said  earl,  being  desdiuce  of 
all  assistance  from  those  papen,  is  under 
great  and  particular  disadvanti^es  towards 
making  his  defence  in  the  points  whereof  he 
there  stands  accused  ; and  he  is  therefore 
humbly  assured,  that  as  your  lordships,  on  the 
one  side,  will  not  expect  from  him  any  such 
proofs  of  his  innocence  os  can  only  be  drawn 
fromaperuiul  uftbosepapers;  so,  on  the  other, 
yon  wilLnot  admit  of  all  or  any  of  those  Ar- 
ticles as  made  gond  against  him,  unless  (he  ac- 
cusations therein  contained  be  supported  by 
tlie  clearest  and  most  unquestionable  evidence 
of  which  the  nature  of  the  facts  is  capable.  He 
lubiBits  it  likewise  to  your  lordships  cousideru- 
lion,  whether,  in  a negociation  drawn  out  into 
a length,  where  the  advice  of  all  those  in 
high  trust  about  her  majesty  was  to  be  taken, 

' and  where  severui  persons  were  to  be  incnisted 
with  the  management  of  what  was  agreed  upon, 
ho  can  with  any  colour  of  equity  be  made 
answerable  for  advising  and  conducting  the 
whole.  He  desires  also  farther  to  observe,  that 
every  thing  with  which  he  is  chaiged  wus  done 
in  the  reign  ofag'racinus  princess  now  deceased, 
who,  by  reason  of  the  perfect  knowledge  she 
. had  of  the  ill  state  of  affairs  at  home,  of  the 
advances  made  towards  peace  from  abroad, 
and  of  (be  commands  which  she  at  several  times 
laid  on  her  servants,  had  been  the  hesi,  and  in- 
deed {mold  be  the  uuly  competent  judge,  wlie- 
(her  she-  was  fraudulently  dealt  with,  led  by  ill 
advice  into  measures  wLkh  she  did  not  direct 
and  approve,  or  made  an  instrument  of  sa- 
crificing tiie  interest  of  her  kingdoms  to  the 
enemy.  It  is  with  great  grief  that  he  finds  such 
things  suggested,  as  seem  to  lay  a stain  upon 
the  character  of  so  excellent  a qngen,  whose 
memory,  he  is  confident,  will  be  for  ever  dear 
to  this  country  ; and  therefore  he  takes  leave 
in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  assure  your  lord-  . 
ships,  that  as  far  as  be  knows  or  cau  remember, 
every  thingrelating  to  the  transactions  of  peace 
-'O-uifcqintQ’jhictiiedika.Iier'itUv'ibajesty,  andma- 
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turely  considered  by  ber  before  any  ihiog  was 
decerioiiied  iliereupon  ; nor  was  any  step  taken 
but  in  pursoBDce  of  aucli  determination.  As 
(o  ibe  peace  in  general : he  tUesaid  eail  thinks 
be  has  very  good  reason  to  say,  that  the  queen 
had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  procure  so 
great  a btessiog  ibr  her  people ; and  that  when 
It  was  obtained,  she  had  ihissatisJactioii  in  her* 
self  thaishe  had  taken  (he  most  proper  tacasures 
to  Justify  her  cooduct,  both  towards  her  allies 
ana  towards  her  own  subjects  ; for  upon  a re* 
view  ofher  majesty's  whole  proceeding  in  rela- 
tion to  war  uud  peace, he  believes  it  will  appear, 
and  hath  in  part  appeared  by  the  Answer  oftbe 
said  earl  to  the  said  Articles,  that,  as  her  ma- 
jesty entered  further  into  the  war  than  she  was 
obliged  by  any  treaties  subsisting  nt  the  time 
ef  lier  accession  to  the  throne,  so  me  contribut- 
ed luoreineo  and  money  cowards  the  carrying 
it  on  afterwards  than  sue  was  engaged  to  pro- 
vide by  any  subsequent  treaties ; that,  her 
earnest  desires  of  peace  being  twice  frustrated, 
when  such  condiuoiu  might  have  beed  obtoiued 
as  would  have  fully  answered  all  the  ends  for 
wliicli  war  was  at  lirst  declared  ; that  all  our 
successes  and  victories  ending  in  the  annual  in- 
crease of  the  ctiarge  of  Engfand,  without  any 
further  essislsnce  from  our  allies  : aod  ber 
kingdoms  bciog  exhausted  to  such  a degree 
(notwithstanding  the  great  advantages  obtained 
by  ber  arms)  that  she  was  not  able  to  continue 
the  war,  upon  the  foot  it  then  stood,  oue  year 
laager;  whilst  her  allies  refused  tu  cuntinoe  it 
upon  those  equal  conditions  to  which  they  were 
by  treaties  obliged  ; she  was  at  last  constrain- 
ed, in  compassion  tr>  her  people,  tu  faeorkeii  to 
the  overtures  of  peace  then  made  her  from 
Frauce,  without  relyhig  further  on  the  vain 
hopes  of  gaining  more  advantageous  terms  by 
protracting  tiie  war  a year  longer  : she  had 
carried  it  on  for  some  time  under  that  prospect, 
without  reaping  tbe  benefits  proposed,  even  at 
junciures  that  seemed  must  lavoureble  to  ber 
demauds,  and  to  tbe  pretensions  of  her  allies : 
tlie  had  indeed,  by  that  menns,  raised  the  glory 
of  her  arms;  but  she  could  Dot  tbiuk  this  a 
sufficient  reoompence  for  the  eiicreasing  miseries 
of  ber  people;  and  therefore  resolved  to  lay 
hold  of  the  opportunity  ihen  o&red  Co  her,  of 
ending  the  war  by  a peace,  if  it  might  be  obtain- 
ed upon  terms  every  way  just,  safe,  and  honour- 
able : and  those  who  were  then  employed  in 
ber  majesty's  councils,  thought  themselves 
obliged  Co  second  her  g^  inieDiions  iu  this 
case,  and  to  qbey  ber  commands  with  all  readi- 
ness. Thesuid  earl  presumes  on  iliis  occasion 
to  meution  to  your  lordships  tbe  saying  of  as 
wise  a moo,  and  as  great  a general,  as  the  last 
age  product,  theduKeofFarom!  When  France 
was  in  a far  lower  cendition  than  now,  being 
almost  equally  divided  between  two  conteuding 
parties,  and  Spain  was  at  the  height  of  its  glory, 
aad  be  himself  at  tbe  bend  of  a Spanisli  armv 
supporting  one  of  those  parties,  after  I’arisilseEf 
h^  been  besieged  by  the  other,  it  was  bis  opi- 
^0  (and  the  Mvice  be  gave  to  bis  master  ^e 

hiogof  Spain gicutided 'upob'^'^'iri:^' 


‘ if  France  were  to  be  got  only  hy  reducing  its 
' towns,  the  world  would  be  sooner  at  au  end 
‘ than  such  a war.’  The  queen,  seemed,  at 
this  time,  with  better  Ihson,  to  frame  the  like 
judgment;  and  it  was  therefore  her  pleasure, 

I and  a great  instance  (ns  tlie  said  earl  conceives) 
j of  her  wisdom  and  goodness,  to  think  ofseenr- 
' ing  a'  peace,  while  she  appeared  able  to  carry 
on  the  war ; her  armies  being  full  and  numer- 
ous ; and  before  the  exhausted  cunditien  of  her 
kingdoms,  mid  the  impossibility  on  iier  side  of 
maintaiuing  so  disproportionate  on  cxpence, 
was  discovered  by  her  enemies.  At  this  junc- 
ture, tbe  queen  entered  upon  a negociation  of 
peace,  svith  circumstances  of  great  honour  to 
lierseii':  France  applying  to  her  lint  on  this 
account,  previously  owning  lier  title,  and  ac- 
kuowiedgiDg  the  right  of  the  Protestant  succes- 
sion, two  cluef  grounds  upon  which  tbe  declii- 
raiion  of  the  last  war  was  built.  As  to  (he 
allies,  it  was  conducted  in  the  same  manner  na 
all  treaties  of  peace  in  confederacies  hitve 
ever  been,  and  according  to  the  known  laws 
of  nations  in  such  cases ; (he  first  motion,  and 
the  several  steps  of  it  as  fast  as  they  ripeneu 
into  proposaUfit  for  consideration,  being  with- 
out delay  cumoiunicaCed  to  the  States  General. 
By  (he  terms  of  this  peace,  as  all  reasonable 
satisfaction  and  sccuri^  due  to  any  of  the  allies 
by  treaty  were  obtained  for  them  Gy  (he  queen, 
and  their  just  pretensions  efibccually  supported, 
so  larger  advantages  were  actually  procuied  for 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  thiui  ever  had  been 
demanded  before  in  any  treaty  or  negociation 
beCween'thisnud  any  other  fureign  slate.  The 
said  earl  craves  leave  on  this  occasion  to  op- 
peal  to  your  lordships,  wlietber  all  the  ends  for 
which  the  war  was  entered  into  have  not,  by 
this  treaty,  been  fully  aicamed?  Whether  it 
does  not  appear,  by  the  best  of  proofs,  experi- 
ence, that  tlie  kingdoms  of  Fcance  and  Spain 
are,  by  tlie  conveniious  of  iliis  treaty,  most  ef- 
fectually separated  i And  whether  anv  other 
expedient  could  have  been  eo  successful  to  this 
purpose,  as  that  whereby  it  is*  now  happily 
brought  about  ? \Vbeclier  the  babnee  of  power 
in  Europe  be  not  now  upon  a bectn  foot  tliao 
it  has  been  fur  an  hundred  years  past?  Whe- 
ther tlie  advantages  that  liave  accrued  to  Greas 
Britain  by  (his  treaty  do  not  appear,  and  have 
not  appeared,  in  the  security  nftlie  Protestant 
succession,  eutl  iu  his  majesty’s  peaceable  ac- 
cession to  the  throne  with  tbe  universal  ap- 
plause of  bis  subjects?  In  the  additions  made 
to  our  wealth,  by  the  great  quantities  of  bullion 
lately  coined  at  ibe  mint,  by  the  vast  increase 
of  shipping  employed  since  the  peace  in  (be 
fishery  and  id  merchandize,  and  by  tbe  reioerk- 
able  rise  of  the  customs  upon  import,  ami  of 
our  mnnufeclure  and  the  growth  of  our  country 
upon  export?  for  tbe  proofof  which  particulars, 
he  refers  himself  to  those  officers  and  books 
wherein  an  authentic  account  of  them  is  con- 
tained. And  05  tbe  teima  uf  the  peace  were, 
in  these  and  other  respects,  matiilesily  profit- 
able CO  Great  Britein  ; so  (he  said  earl  begs 
l»iKib!y"«o  rtamd'yov£»iojid^ps,  iku 
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Oie;  Ttere  commuoicsced  lo  the  pariiomeni,  and 
with  their  concnrreace  agreed  on;  tlist  lUe 
peace,  thus  concluded,  «vas  afterwards  highly 
approred  by  both  I1<ium  that  soleoui  thutdu 
was  readored  to  God  for  it  in  all  our  churches, 
as  well  as  in  the  churches  of  the  Goiteij  Pro- 
vinces: aod  that  her  majesty  received  oa  this 
lulyect  llie  hearty  and  uufeigned  cnngratula* 
tions  of  lier  people  from  alt  parts  vf  her  doini- 
niotis.  These  being  the  reid  eflVcCs,  and  this 
a true  repreKOtaiioii,  of  tier  mujesiy's  conduct 
in  the  affairs  both  of  war  aod  peace  ; the  baid 
earl  sees  uui  how  he  or  any  others  then  io  ber 
utajes^'t  service  can  be  justly  charged  with 
betrayiag  (lie  interest  of  their  own  country  and 
of  the  ullies,  by  oegociatiog  aud  promoting  that 
peace,  wliicU  tbea  was,  and  (as  be  hath  good 
gruuuds  to  believe^  still  coutinues  to  be,  very 
acceptable  and  ndraiktageous  to  these  king- 
doms : and  if  the  peace  iuclf  be  not  con- 
demned ; Slid  if  it  be  not  even  cbarited  upon 
the  said  earl  os  a crime,  ibube  advised  her 
majesty  to  conclude  that  peace;  neither  of  which 
appear  to  him  from  the  ariieies;  he  humbly 
conceive,  it  is  a particular  and  extraordinary 
hardship  D|Km  him,  that  rough  draughts 
and  essays  towards  a peace,  with  other  prelimi- 
nary steps  in  a negoiintiuo,  nil  leading  to  an 
emf  which  he  looks  upon  to  be  just  and  profit- 
able, aud  which  is  not  in  any  of  the  articles  ul- 
lodged  to  bo  otherwise,  bhauld  be  branched  into 
so  many  distinct  heads  of  accusation  against 
him;  for,  supposing  that  in  the  proceM  of  so 
nice  and  difiiciilt  an  affair,  subject  to  divers  uu- 
ibresoen  obstructions  and  evenij,  any  improper 
steps  hod  been  taken  (which  the  said  curl  doth 
not  admit,  but  eltogetber  on  bis  port  deuiesl ; 
yet,  if  things  were  nt  Inst  coorlucied  to  a rigfiC 
mue,  mill  ended  iu  an  hoiiourabiu  and  advan- 
tageous peace,  there  can  be  (ns  he  conceives) 
no  just  ground  lo  ffnil  fault  with  the  measures 
made  use  of  tu  compass  it,  because  they  seemed 
before  ibe  accomi'lisbmcnt  to  have  a dilferenc 
tcudency : esp^ially  if  it  be  considered,  that 
scarce  any  ponce  hath  beiu  innde  by  a cim- 
I'ederacy,  wiien!  less  occiuion  wss  administered 
for  jealousy  among  she  several  parties,  and  leas 
reason  giveu  to  coioplniii  that  every  nicety  re- 
quired by  the  letter  of  such  an  alliance  was  not 
strictly  observed : and  ciiotefiire  he  Immbly 
hopes,  ihnt  nosiops  taken  for  ubtnininea  peace 
approved  by  the  wisdom  uf  former  farTianienU, 
shall  by  anv  suLceeding  I’arliament  be  ecciiunt- 
ed  criminal,  unless  it  cun  be  niude  appear  thnt 
those  steps  were  takvn  contrary  to  the  qaeen's 
orders,  or  opon  corrupt  views  of  private  advan- 
tage 1 hut  ciini  no  charge  uf  tbiv  nature  can  be 
made  good  against  him,  he  pi  esuines  to  affirm 
with  great  nsturaiice:  flurdnes  he  know  of  any 
otW  pcrsuiis  justly  chargeable  upon  either  of 
these  accotuiB.  And,  ns  a funlier  proof  that 
those  who  had  tlie  Itonuur  to  serve  Iht  inajesiy 
in  tl>e  iieciitiatians  of  pence  aord  with  upright 
views  and  itiuniiiinsstid  without  heinu  consci-  i 
DUS  to  thensrlves  of  any  failun*  in  their  duly  I 
either  to  their  queen  or  llieir  country;  the  saicl  | 
•ori  ciavES 
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that  they  never  attrinpied  to  cover  diciraciioni 
from  public  censure  by  any  pardon  or  iiidem- 
uiiy,  tbr.ugli  they  Imd  very  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve tlui,  had  tlieyJuJgiHt  or  iniaguied  ibem- 
ielvce  to  have  wanted  such  secuncj,  it  might, 
through  the  guodiiess  of  tbe  qoeen,  nave  easily 
been  obtained;  nor  cau  he  think  it  nnubscrca- 
tiou  unfit  to  be  made,  iba^  in  fevruf the  articles 
which  concern  the  neguliatioiii  of  peace,  tbe 
charge  is  founded  on  any  breach  ofiiie  laws  oS 
Great  BriCiiin;  but  it  is  in  most  of  them  buill 
chielly  on  the  suppoved  infmctiim  of  certain 
treaties  and  nllian^witb  foreign  princes  and 
states ; and  he  couoeives,  that  such  infractions 
of  poblio  treaues,  where  they  dn  not  particular- 
ly affect  tha  interests  of  Greet  Britain,  beiog 
ct^oisable  by  the  laws  of  nations  anly  and  not 
by  chose  of  the  realm,  are  not  wont  to  be  ex- 
amined into  here  at  boine,  and  prosecuted  ax 
criminal ; bat  upon  the  enmpluinc  of  some 
prince  or  state  pretciidii^  by  that  means  Co  be 
injured,  and  lodging  such  complaint,  in  some 
reusouable  lime,  with  the  prince  by  die  advice 
of  wliose  ministers  and  servants  such  injury  is 
supposed  to  have  beeo  done ; but  lie  knows  not 
tbit  any  such  steps  have  been  taken,  since  tbe 
peace,  by  nayofdie  powers  concerned ; on  the 
contrary,  be  believes,  rhat  all  tbe  allies,  except 
Uie  emperor  aud  empire,  made  their  peace  with 
the  eaetay  nc  die  same  time  the  quern  did ; eud 
that  none  of  them  did  afterwards  complain  to 
ber  majesty  (who  jurvived  the  stud  peace  a . 
year  and  aimosC  four  mouths)  of  any  biirdsiiips 
imposed  upon  them  in  it;  that  the  princes  of 
die  empire,  who  contributed  very  little  to  the 
war,  nughc  h'lve  concluded  tbeir  peace  upon 
reasonable  terms,  at  tbe  same  lime  the  utiier 
allies  did ; and  would  probably  li.ivc  dune  it,  if  i 
ilie  emperor,  on  his  part,  bud  been  wiliiug  to 
sign  together  with  them ; vvhicfa,  he  is  infurmed, 
at  tbe  conclusiun  ofanygene  al  peace,  has  been  , 
seldom  rlone;  and  particularly,  at  tile  several  ; 
conclusions  of  tbe  peace  of  Munster,  thnt  of 
Nimegboo.  and  that  of  Beswick,  was  nui  pra«- 
iised.  And  he  submits  it  to  yuur  Inrdvbips 
cuosideniciiin,  whether  the  emfieror,  huviiig 
ail  rsasnunhls  and  equitable  s)iiisf«ctj''n  mflde 
him  for  hi;  pretensipns  to  the  succesdun  of  the 
Spanisli  moiiiirehy,  according  lo  the  terms  of  ^ 
the  graud  alliance,  could  have  any  just  reason 
to  complain  uf  the  queen’s  mioisters,  or  chose  ' 
nflcr  allies,  for  coudiiding  a peuce  withnat  i 
insisting,  o:i  bis  occouut,  upon  impossible  cim- 
diciuiis;  especially  wheunoprotisinn  was  made, 
nr  offered  to  he  made,  to  reimburse  to  her  nia- 

3 any  part  of  chose  vast  suijis  she  had  nl- 
y expended  in  support  of  his  preteiitkmsi  i 
whilst  he  failed  of  supplying  hisquoca  almost  in 
every  part  of  Lite  war,  aotwillisiumliiig  bis  new 
and  great  aeqaiEuioiis:  bat  wheiiicr  the  ein*  i 
perar,  or  any  other  of  tbe  ullies,  had  auy  just  ! 

I ernmid  of  complaint  nr  not,  still  the  sold  Earl 
presumes  to  insist,  chut  it  ought  lo  have  been 
siemfied  to  the  queen  ; who  upon  such  com-  . 
plaint,  iiorl  she  found  uny  of  her  servants  jusi^  | 
'.daaienhle,ns  di-nbeyinehtn' orders,  nr  luiileno- 
.-<«ig|bcr.iby  i(lKtr>ndvicir<>i!htO'lfi9usli£tible  oad 
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(li^uQOnnble  measom,  might  have  puDished 
them  forthwith,  as  ilmroSencmdeserTed-.  but, 
nothing  of  this  kind  having  been  done,  be  hum- 
bly leaves  it  to  be  considered  by  yout  lordships, 
whether  the  silence  of  the  powers  cooceroed 
doth  not  carry  in  it  a strong  presumption, 
either  that  they  had  no  real  andjust ground 
of  complaint  iu  relation  to  the  terms  of  the 
peace  imelf,  or  at  least  did  not  look  upon 
the  ffliniiters  of  the  queen  as  any  ways 
liable  to  blame  on  that  account:  and  therefore 
be  mast  agaiu  b^  leave  to  express  toyourlord- 
riiips  bis  concern,  that  ha  should  be  cna/ged  as 
a criminal,  by  the  laws  of  this  tnnd,  for  sup- 
posed breaclres  of  treaties  witli  foreign  states; 
which  never  were  complained  of  as  such,  by 
those  states  themselves,  duriug  the  life  of  her 
majesty,  lie  desires  further  to  observe  to  your 
lordships,  that  wherever  he  is  charged  wiili  car- 
rying on  a private  and  separeteoegDtiation,itis 
U along  understand  with  reitard  only  to  the 
States  of  the  United  Provinces:  no  step  that 
was  communicated  to  them  beiageensured  upon 
riiis  account ; whereas  all  the  other  allies  had, 
by  virtue  of  their  ireaiies  with  the  queen,  a like 
r^ht  to  a communication  of  counsels  i and  her 
majesty  nai  under  uoMipulations  to  act  more  in 
concert  with  any  «inc,  than  with  all  of  (hem. 
He  doth  indeed  allow  it  to  have  been  must 
agreeable  to  reason,  and  to  tfaeiaterests  ufstate, 
that  the  queen  should  act  iu  a closer  conjunc- 
tion widt  Holland  then  with  any  other  of  her 
allies,  because  that,  next  to  Great  Britain, 
Holland  bore  the  greatest  share  in  ibe^argeof 
the  war ; but  tlien  he  hopes  it  will  be  allowed 
also,  (hat  the  States  being  more  interested  in 
the  saccess  of  the  war  than  Eogland,  and  tliat 
England  having  submitted  to  a greater  share  of 
the  bnitben,  in  order  to  procure,  not  only  a 
itting  security  for  the  States,  but  such  as 
brought  great  advantages  to  them,  though  no 
benefit  toEngland,  it  was  very  reasonable  for 
the  queen  to  takecare  of  the  interest  of  her  own 
kingdoms  some  other  way ; aed,  since  the  ad- 
vantages she  demanded  from  Che  enemy  were 
neb  as  she  might  obtain  without  prejudice  to 
the  States,  it  was  as  lawful  for  her  to  negotiate  I 
this  matter,  without  commanicating  it  original- 1 
I ly  and  io  the  first  rise  of  it,  to  them,  as  it  was  for 
' wr  tod  die  States  to  concert  their  mutual  iu- ' 
I teresti  together,  without  the  immediate  and  ex-  ' 

EuarticipatioD  of  the  other  allies,  which, 
Known  to  be  done  without  a design  to 
defeat  any  of  the  main  ends  of  the  alliance, 
•as  never  complained  of  by  any  of  the  con- 
fMeratei:  and  as  for  the  matters  concerted 
previously  with  France  for  the  particulnr 
nterest  of  England,  without  the  original 
intervention  of  UuHand,  the  States  were  so 
far  from*  protesting  against  her  majesty’s  niea- 
*ves,  and  condemning  her  conduct  in  this  res- 
pect, that  (heir  minister  proffered  several 
bmea,  in  their  name,  to  have  led  the  way  in  the 
most  difficult  part  of  the  whole  n^otiaiion,  and 
to  have  done  his  utmost  to  facilitate  the  con- 
^osion  of  it,  provided  his  masters  might  hare  a 

"oreintheAssiepWcwUracl-iiotJlWfWthei 
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Spanish  West  Indies ; one  of  those  advantages 
winch  France  had  discovered  its  willingness 
shuuM  be  allowed  previously  and  entirely  to 
England. 

“Tliese  few  general  observations  the  said 
' earl  has  thought  lit  to  add  in  the  close  of  his 
Answer  to  the  several  Articles  of  liis  Impeach- 
ment ; nut  only  in  his  own  necessary  vindica- 
tion, but  also  in  defence  of  her  late  uityesty’s 
conduct  in  the  nc^ociating  and  concluding  a 
peace,  the  perfecting  of  which  she  esteemed  the 
greatest  happinessoflier  reign. 

“ Upon  the  review  of  the  Two  andTwenty 
Articles  with  which  he  is  cliarged  ; as  he  is 
not  conscious  of  any'oiTence  committed  liy  him 
with  respect  to  nny  one  of  them,  so  it  is  with 
a particular  coucetu  and  surprize  that  he  re- 
flects on  those  two  wherein  he  is  accused  of 
high  treason,  fur  endeavouring  to  procure 
Tournay  to  France,  and  so  deprive  the  States 
of  (hat  intended  pan  of  liieir  burrier;  aud  for 
procuring  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  to  the 
duke  of  Anjou  upon  his  renunciation  of  the 
crown  of  Franoe:  referring  liimself  Co  what 
he  has  said  in  his  answer  to  both  these  articles, 
he  here  further  assures  your  loidalilps,  (nod 
(hinks  it  sufficiently  known  both  at  home  and 
abroad)  that  his  opinion  and  endeavour,  as  oc- 
casion offered,  always  were  fur  Tournay’s  re- 
maining (as  it  now  docs)  to  the  States  General ; 
and  as  to  the  latter,  he  doubts  not  but  that 
what  has  lately  iiappeiied  iu  France,  is  n con- 
vincing pronf  to  your  lordships,  and  to  all  the 
world, that  therenunciation  was  the  best  ex- 
pedient that  could  have  been  proposed,  to- 
wards hindering  the  two  kingdoms  from  being 
united  under  one  audthe  same  monoich;  that 
that  branch  of  (he  treaty  which  relates  to  this 
expedient  has  fully  answered  its  end,  and  made 
good  the  character  given  of  it  by  the  queen 
‘‘that  it  would  execute  itself;”  and  therefore, 
that  whoever  advised  thismethod  of  separating 
the  two  crowns,  was  so  far  from  being  guilty  of 
any  trailerous  design,  that  be  eminently  pro- 
moted the  welfare  of  Great  Eriiaio  and  the 
good  of  Christendom. 

“ The  said  Earl,  witli  all  the  assurances  of 
an  innocent  man,  begs  leave  tu  repeat,  that, 
as  well  in  this,  os  in  all  other  affairs  of  state, 
in  which  he  the  honour  to  be  employed  by 
her  late  majesty,  he  ever  acted,  according  to 
the  bestof  his  skill  and  judgment,  with  sincere 
desires  and  intentions  to  serve  the  public,  and 
without  any  view  to  bis  owu  private  advantage. 
As  he  was  in  sererni  great  stations  under  her 
majesty,  he  came  into  all  of  them  by  her  own 
special  coimoaiid,  without  his  seeking  or  desir- 
ing them;  and  he  served  her  in  all  witfi  the 
utmost  respect,  zeal,  and  faichfulness  ; and 
while  he  continued  in  those  stations,  for  many 
years,  it  was  with  great  wonder  and  pleasure 
that  lie  observed  bow  her  majesty's  whole 
thoughts,  endeavours,  and  time,  were  divided 
between  her  duty  to  God  and  her  love  to  her 
people,  whose  good  and  security  she  preferred 
always  to  her  own  ease,  and  often  batarded 

,»i«w4iw)tb  itwj.'liife JWlC. 
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knew,  that  tlie  most  effectual  way  for  nny  one 
(0  recommend  liimtclf  to  tier  good  opinion,  was 
(0  act  Upon  lUe  same  priociples  of  Justice  and 
love  tu  Ills  country  that  sbe  did  s and  as  she 
abhurredihe  (hougblsofany  tiling  hurtlieosncne 
or  iiijunoop  to  her  people ; so  sUc  often  ex- 
pressed berseir  with  tbe  greatest  latisfoction 
and  (ieligbt,  when  she  reflected  on  the  advan- 
tages obtained  by  bee  for  her  own  subjects,  end 
the  quiet  and  repose  sbe  had  gained  for  Eu- 
rope, by  that  just  and  hnuourable  peace,  for 
'wnicb,  ns  tbe  present  age  dutb,  so  generations 
Income  will,  bless  the  memory  of  that  excel- 
leot  and  renowned  queen.  Oxfobd.” 

Deiate  in  l/if  Cemmont  en  the  F-arl  of  Ox- 
ford’* Aruaer  to  the  ArtkU*  n/Imye^irhment.'] 
September?.  TfaeLordssentnnieBsageiuac- 
quaine  the  Commons,  that  the  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Moriimer  had  put  in  bis  Answer  to 
the  Articles  of  Impeachment ; and  also  to 
deliver  to  the  House  of  Commons  a true  copy 
tharenf.  Hereu|>on  the  Commons  ordered  that 
tlic  said  Answer  be  read  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, nnd  the  said  Answer  being  theu  read 
accordingly,  there  arose  a small  debate. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpcde,  among  other  things, 
said,  He  bad  not  yet  bad  time  to  peruse  nmi 
examine  that  Anstver,  but  that  be  now  hebrd 
it  read  with  a great  deal  ofattcncioD,  and,  in 
bis  opinion,  it  contained  little  mure  than  what 
had  been  suggested  in  vindicaiiun  of  the  late 
measures,  in  a pamphlet  intituled,  “ The  Con- 
duct of  the  Allies/'  snd  repeated  over  and 
over  in  the  papers  called,  “The  Examiner.” 
That  the  main  drill  of  this  answer  seemed  to 
prove  these  two  assertiuns,  1.  That  the  earl 
of  Oxford  had  no  share  in  the  advising  and 
mansgiog  the  matters  meotloced  in  the  articles 
against  him,  but  that  the  late  queen  did  every 
thing ; and  S.  That  the  late  queen  was  u wise, 
good,  and  pious  princess.  That  if  the  second 
proposition  were  not  better  grounded  than 
the  firsr,  the  reputation  of  that  excellent 
princess  would  be  very  precarious:  but  as 
every  bodymust  own  her  to  have  been  n good 
and  pious  queen,  so  it  was  notorious  that  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  asprime  minister,  was  the  chief 
adviser,  promoter  and  manager,  of  the  matters 
charged  upon  him  in  tliearticies:  and  therefore 
bis  answer  was  a false  and  malicious  libel,  laying 
npon  his  royal  mistress  the  blame  of  all  the 

ernicious  measures  he  had  led  her  into,  against 

er  own  honour  and  the  guad  of  his  country  : 
that  he  hoped  the  earl's  endeavouring  to  screen 
himself  beliind  the  queen’s  name,  would  avail  i 
liini  nothing  ; That  it  is  indeed,  a fundRinental ' 
maxim  of  uur  constitution.  That  Kings  can  dn  : 
nnwrong;  buttliat,  at  thesnine  time,  'tis  no 
less  certain,  that  ministers  of state  araarcount-  ] 
able  for  their  nctioos  ; otherwise  a parliomeut 
would  be  but  an  empty  oaoie ; the  Commons 
would  have  no  business  in  tliotploce;  nnil 
the  government  would  be  absolute  and  arbi-  ; 
trary.  That  (hough  the  earl  bad  the  assurance , 
to  aver,  that  he  bnd  no  sbure  in  the  manage-  ' 
..aenc  of  afiiiirs  that  were  transacted  while  ho! 


.—The  Earl  qf  Oxford’s  Answer.  [213 
was  at  the  helm,  yet  be  pretended  to  jusdfy  tlia 
late  measures ; and  therefore,  in  (bat  respect. 
Us  answer  ciugliCto  be  looked  upon  as  u libel 
on  ibe  proceedings  of  the  Commons,  since  he 
endeavoured  to  dear  those  persons,  who  had 
already  confessed  ibsir  guilt  by  their  flight. 

Mr.  Shippea  could  not  be  altogether  silent 
on  this  occasion : He  said,  I'liat  it  would  not 
become  him  to  defend  tbe  carl's  Answer,  sioce, 
as  a member  of-  that  lionourable  assembly,  ha 
was  become  one  of  bis  accusers:  But  that  he 
could  not  forbear  wishing,  that  this  prosecution 
might  be  dropt,  imd  that  the  House  would  be 
satisfied  with  the  two  late  acts  of  attainder. 
That  this  wish  of  his  was  the  stronger,  because 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  that  induced  the 
Commons  to  impeach  the  earl  of  Oxford,  sub- 
sisted no  longer,  the  afiiiirs  of  Europe. baring 
received  -a  sudden  turn  from  the  death  of  tbe 
Frencli  king;  w/hereby  (be  renunciation  of  king 
Philip  began  to  take  place,  in  the  advancement 
of  lim  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  absolute  regency 
of  France. 

Mr.  Aislaln/  answered,  That  be  hoped  it  was 
to  little  purpose  ibe  gentlemnn  who  spoke  last, 
endeavoured  to  move  the  pity  and  compassion 
of  the  House,  nnd  persuade  them  to  diop  this 
prosecution.  That  this  was  not  a proper  ume 
to  exomiue  sod  reply  to  tbe  earl  of  Oxford's 
Answer ; and  therefore  he  would  content  him, 
self  with  sayiog,  ill  general,  ihacil  was  a con- 
texture of  (he  shifts,  evauons,  and  false  repre- 
sentatinns,  contained  in  tbe  three  parts  of 
“ The  History  of  the  White-Staff.”  That  as  to 
what  had  been  suggested  concemiog  the  event 
which  seemed  to  have  strengthened  the  renun- 
ciatioD,  he  did  not  deny,  there  might  be  some- 
thing in  it;  which  was  mauifest  from  the  great 
joy  the  well-nffecied  to  tlie  eovemmeat  bad 
shewn,  on  (bis  occesion,  and  ^om  the  mortifi- 
cation and  despair  that  appeared  in  the  faces 
of  a certain  party : But  that,  afler  all,  it  could 
not  yet  be  ascertained,  (bat  the  renunciation 
was  in  force;  that  there  was  a vast  difference 
between  tlie  leseucy  and  the  crown;  that  time 
only  would  decide  (Iiac  matter ; but  that  evea 
supposing  that,  by  tbe  concurrence  of  uofore- 
seen  events,  king  Philip’s  renunciation  should, 
nt  last,  tnke  place,  yet  the  same  would  not 
justify  the  ministers  who  proposed  and  laid  it  as 
tbe  foundation  of  the  late  peace,  since  Uiey  with 
whom  they  treated,  were  so  frank  and  so  sin- 
cere as  to  tell  them,  that  ic  could  never  be 
valid,  by  tliefundamentel  laws  of  France. 

Auer  some  other  .speeches,  it  was  ordered. 
That  the  Answer  of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and 
carl  Mortimer,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee 
appoinled  to  draw  up  Articles  of  Impeacb- 
raent  and  prepare  evidence  apinst  the  im- 
peached lords;  and  that  the  said  CtanoilCee 
do  prepare  a Replication  to  the  said  Answer. 
Accoraiogly  ou  Sepb  1C.  Mr,  Robert  Walpole, 
from  the  Committee,  reported  the  said  Repli- 
cation, which  he  rend  in  bit  place,  and  after- 
words delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same 
was  read,  agreed  unco,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
gruised.  The  Monday  after  the  eugrasseJ  Rev 
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Elicatioo  wai  read,  and  it  was  ordered,  that 
ird  Coningsby  do  carry  die  same  tu  the  Lords ; 
wbicb  liis  ierdsliip  did  accordingly. 

Heplicaiionqf  the  Commeni  to  the  Earl  of 
Oxford's  Anmsr  to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
tieni.}  The  said  Replication  was  as  folluns : 

The  COMMONS’  REPLICATION  to  th« 
ANSWER  of  ROBERT  Earl  of  OX- 
FORD and  Earl  MORTIMER. 

<‘Tiie  Commons  hare  considered  the  An- 
twer-of  Robert  cart  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mop- 
timer,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeacbmentexbibited 
■gaiast  him  by  die  knights,  citizens,  and  bur- 
gesses, 10  parliament  assembled ; and  do  with 
astonishment  observe,  that  tbe  said  earl,  ic- 
Stead  of  giving  a reasonable  ond  pertinent  an- 
liver  to  tbe  just  and  heavy  charge  brooght 
against  him  by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
bas  presumed  not  only  to  deny  his  advising  and 
being  concerned  in  any  matters  of  state  in  the 
Articles  charged  against  him,  though  confessed 
to  be  done  under  an  administraticin  wherein 
ha  was  notoriously  the  first  minister  end  chief 
direoior;  but  has  also  joined  therewith  a ialse 
aod  malicious  lib^  laying  upon  bis  royal  mi^ 
tress  blame  ofevery  thing,  which  by  im- 
posing upon  her,  he  'had  effected  against  her 
Linour  and  the  good  of  bis  country,  thereby  at- 
tempting to  reflect  upon  thebonour  andjusiice 
of  tbe  House  of  Conunoos,  and  to  east  an 
odium  upuD  their  proceedings  agaiost  him, 
u tending  to  asperse  tiie  memory  of  the 
late  gueeo.  But  the  Commons  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  it  were  possible  to  add  to  the 
heavy  load  of  guilt  in  which  the  treasons 
and  other  most  flagitious  crimes  committed  by 
tbe  said  earl  have  already  involved  him,  this 
base  and  uDgratefiil  attempt  to  impute  them  to 
hisroyal  misiressmust  bring  such  a new  weight 
af  infamy  upon  him,  andsojusclyprovoke  the 
io^nation  of  the  Commons,  that  they  might 
think  themselves  obliged  to  detnAnd  your  lord- 
ships immediate  justice,  for  this  unwarmnced 
attempt  upon  the  honour  of  the  late  queen  and 
the  proceraings  of  parliament. 

“ But  tbe  Commons,  being  scosible  that  tbe 
treasons  and  other  crimes  whereof  the  earl 
ttaods  impeached,  and  iJie  necessity  of  bring- 
iog  him  to  speedy  and  exemplary  justice,  re- 
quire that  ail  occasions  of  delay  should  he 
avoided;  and  not  doubtingthat  your  lordships 
will,  in  due  time,  vindicate  tbe  houour  of  liie 
late  queen  and  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
taio,  and  the  justice  of  their  proceedings : The 
Commons  do  aver  their  charge  against  tbe  said 
*arl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer,  for  high 
Creoion,  and  other  high  crimes  aud  niisdemea*- 
non,  to  be  true ; aM  that  the  said  earl  is 
guilty  of  alt  and  singular  the  articles  and 
charges  therein  respectively  cuntaiiied,  in  such 
tnaaner  ashe  stands  impeached  ; and  that  the 
Commons  will  be  ready  to  prove  their  cliarge 
H»nsclum,ataDch  convenicottime  as  limit  M 
■PPflinted  for  i 1 1,-^^ 


5.-7^  Cemmoni  Eeplication  ihereio.  [214 
The  Duke  of  Ormond  and  lord  Bolingbroke's 
Names  rased  out  nf  the  Eoli  of  Feen]  Sept. 
13.  Notice  being  taken  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
“ Tbat  llie  names  of  James  Butler,  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  Henry  St.John,  viscount Bo- 
lingbioke,  ollaiiiied  by  act  of  parliament  nf 
high  treason,  unless  they  rendered  themtelves 
to  justice  by  the  tenth  of  this  instant  Septem- 
ber, remain  iu  the  Roll  ofPeers  delivered  into 
this  House  by  Garter  late  King  at  Arms  It 
isordered,l.“  That  this  House  will  tomorrow 
lake  this  matter  into  consideration  ; and  that 
the  Lords  be  summoned  to  attend  the  service  of 
this  Hease  upon  that  occasion.  9.  Tbnt  the 
Lietenaiit  oftbe  Tower  of  Ixindan,  or  the  de- 

C lieutenant  of  the  same,  do  attend  ibis 
e to-morrow,  to  give  an  account  whether 
James  duke  of  Ormond  and  Henry  viscounc 
Boiinghroke,  or  either  of  diem,  have  render- 
ed him  or  themselves,  accnrdioe  to  ihe  form 
of  the  acts  of  parliauient  for  their  attainder 
respectively," 

Sept.  14.  Mr.  Doyley,  deputy  lieutenant  of 
die  'rower  of  London,  ntcending  according  to 
order.  He  was  callea  in,  and  examined,  at 
tbe  bar,  whether  James  duke  of  Ormond  and 
Henry  viscount  Bulingbroke,  or  either  of  (hem, 
have  rendered  him  or  themselves  to  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  within  the  time  prescribed 
by.  the  acts  for  their  attainder,  respectively. 
Also  theUsher  of  the  Black  Rod  was  examin^ 
toQching  the  same.  And  they  severally  ac- 
quainting the  House,  “ tbat  neither  of  them, 
the  said  duke  of  Ormond  or  viscount  Boling- 
broke  have  rendered  themselves,  according  to 
(heactsabovementioned Ills  ordered,  by  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporql  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, That  the  EnrI  Marshal  of  Eng- 
land do  cause  tlie  names  of  the  said  James 
dukeofOrmoud  and  Henry  vUenont  Bnling- 
broke  to  be  razed  out  of  tlie  Roll  nf  Peers,  in 
this  House ; and  likewise  out  of  all  Imolis  and 
lisisin  the  Herald's Oifice,  wherein  tlivir  or 
either  of  their  names  are  inserted. 

Sept.  17.  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
(he  House,  “ I'bac  ashe  came  in,  Mr,  Lc  Neve, 
Norroy  king  at  arms,  delivered  to  his  lordship 
a warrant  from  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  deputy 
Earl  Marshal  of  Eogland,  directing  (be  said 
Le  Neve  to  raze  the  names  of  James  duke 
of  Ormond  and  lienvy  viscoont  Boling- 
broke  OQt  of  tbe  Roll  of  Peers  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  the  House  of  the  14th  inst-inr." 

The  said  Le  Neve  was  thereupon,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  House,  called  in ; and  having,  at 
the  ubie,  rated  the  names  of  tbe  said  James 
iluka  of  Ormond  and  H-nry  viscount  Boling- 
broke  out  of  tlie  said  Roll,  he  withdrew. 

Report  of  the  Committee  ^Setreci/  respecting 
Mr.  Frior.]  Sept.  90.  Mr.  Walpole  reported 
from  llie  Cummittee  appointed  to  draw  up  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachineuf,  and  to  prepare  evidence 
against  the  impeached  lords,  to  whom  it  wai 
referred  to  lay  beinre  the  House  so  much  as 
they  should  tliiok  proper  of  the  evidence  of 
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RHncn  of  liij  cunfinemrat ; the  report  irhich 
tfaejhad  directed  him  cu  make  (otheUuuse; 
Mhich  be  renil  ia  bis  place,  and  afternanli  de- 
livered ill  ut  die  tnble  j Where  die  mme  was 
read  : uml  is  a:  rullavrelb  : vie. 

'*  That  in  the  perusal  and  examination  of  die 
several  books  utid  papers  referred  to  the  C»in- 
micceeofiseci'ec;,  Mr.  Prior  appeared,  through 
the  whole  projiress  of  the  separate  and  perni- 
cious negoeintioDS  cirried  on  between  the  mi- 
nisters of  Great  Britain  and  France,  to  have 
been  priiic^ally  ironceraed,  as  an  agent  and  in- 
strument oiilioW  evil  and  iraiterot^counsrll'in, 
some  of  which  are  already  attainted,  and  ntheni 
stand  iinpe3clied,ofhightreas(>ii,andulher  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  : and  die  Committee 
conceiving  tliere  were  mutters  contained  in  the 
first  geneml  report,  from  which  crimes  uf  a very 
high  nature  might  be  justly  charged  and  imput- 
ed to  die  said  Mr.  Prior,  whenever  the  House 
should  chink  pmper  to  enter  into  that  consi- 
deration ; as  hkenise,  that  Mr.  Prior  wns  able 
to  give  great  lights  into  all  those  dark  and  se- 
cret transactions,  wImii  be  slinuld  be  called 
upon  by  tbe  great  council  of  the  nation,  or 
any  committee  appointed  by  them,  to  give  an 
account  of  the  n^ociations  in  which  he  was 
concerned  as  a public  minister;  tbe  House, 
upon  a motion  from  die  committee  for  chat 
purpose,  was  pleased  to  order,  before  tbe  re- 
port was  made,  That  Mr.  Prior  should  be 
taken  into  custody  of  the  serJeant  at  arms,  to 
prevent  his  making  his  escape  upon  notice  of 
wbatvras  contained  in  ihereport ; 

“That  this  method  of  coafiniiig  Mr.  Prior  is 
not  only  agreenhle  to  former  precedeiits  npon 
the  like  occasions,  but  necessary,  and  essential 
to  that  great  duty  and  privU^e  of  tbe  House 
of  Commons  of  redressing  grievances,  and 
brio^ng  great  ulTenders  to  justice. 

“That  die  commiiiee  di^  seme  time  after, 
pursuant  to  the  powers  given  them  by  die  House, 
proceed  to  examine  Mr.  Prior  concerning  se- 
veral matters,  of  which  there  can  be  nuouubt 
but  he  was  fully  apprised,  and  acquainted  with, 
in  which  examination,  Mr.  Prior  did  behave 
himself witbsuch  contempeof the  authority  uf 
parliament,  and  prevaricate  in  so  gross  a man- 
ner,  os  most  justly  to  lieserve  the  faighesc  dis- 
pleasure of  the  House : 

*'  But  fiuding  at  last,  after  an  examination 
ofseyer^  bours,  chat  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  disguise,  or  conceal,  some  facts  that  were 
before  the  committee,  he  was  induced  to  declare 
upon  ondi,  some  troths,  wliicb  wilt  be  very 
material  evidence  upon  the  trials  of  the  im- 
peached lords : 

“ And  the  committee,  having  notice,  that 
Mr.  Prior  bad,  during  his  first  confinement, 
met,  and  conferred  with,  tbe  enrl  of  Oxford, 
and  bis  nearest  relations  and  dependents, 
which  Mr.  Prior  confessed  to  be  Ime,  thought 
it  their  duty  to  move  the  House,  tJiat  Mr.  Prior 
might  lie  cnmiiiitled  to  closer  custody. 

“ From  this  short  state  of  the  proceedii^ 
relating  to  Mr.  Prior,  the  Committee  submits 
ittothe  wisdootMiUw.BflaWi'.’shwbevW*  b^. 


havkiur  has  so  far  merited  tbe  favour  and  merej 
of  ilie  House,  as  to  make  iKut  confinemeut 
more  easy  to  him,  which  bis  contempt  of  cba 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  notorious 
peevariention,  most  justly  brought  him  into  : 
And  it  Hems  worthy  of  considttation,  bow 
it  may  be  thooght  advi»ble  for  the  House  of 
Commons  to  Kt  at  liberty  a person  in  tlieii 
custody,  and  committed,  according  to  the  an- 
cient methods  and  practice  of  parliament, 
who  is  a material  evidence  against  higb  of^ 
fenders,  under  prosecution  of  the  Commons  of 
Great  Brituiii ; and  who,  there  is  great  reason 
to  apprehend,  would  immediately  withdraw 
himself,  and  os  far  as  iu  him  lay,  del^l  the 
justice  of  the  nation.’’ 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to 
draw  up  Articles  of  Impeaciiment,  and  lo  pr^ 
pare  evidence,  against  the  impeached  lords,  be 
loipowered  to  sir,noiwithstandingany  adjourn- 
ment of  tbe  House. 

Sir  W.  Wyndlum,  tir  JoAn  Packi7ig(im, 
Mr  Ed.  Hurvey,  Mr.  Fbrter,  Mr.  A*tti*,tntd 
Mr.  C.  Kynatto*,  ordertd  at  the  Ring's  re- 
;u«s/,  to  be  appreheKded."]  Sept  21.  Mr.  6^ 
cretary  Stanhope  acquainted  the  Commons, 
That  he  was  commanded  by  the  King  to  com-, 
municate  totbe  House,  That  his  majesty  hav- 
ing just  cause  to  suspect,  that  sir  Willioin 
Wyiidhtm,  sir  John  Packington,  Mr.  Edward 
Harvey,  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Anstis  and  Mr.  Cor- 
bet Kynaston,  ere  engaged  in  a design  to  sup- 
ort  tlie  intended  Invasion  of  this  kingilom, 
ath  given  order  for  apprehending  them  ; and 
his  majesty  desires  tbe  coiinnc  of  this  House  to 
his  causing  them  to  be  committed  and  detained, 
if  lieshalljudge  it  necessary  so  to  do,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  late  act  of  parliament  fiwim- 
powering  bis  majesty  to  commit  and  detain  such 
persons  as  his  majesty  shall  suspect  are  con- 
spiring against  his  person  and  government. 
Hereupon  it  was  resolved,  non.  cen.  “ Tliac 
an  humble  .Address  be  presented  to  bis  majesty, 
returning  (lie  thanks  of  ibis  House  for  his  gra- 
cious message  this  day,  and  for  bis  tender  re- 
gard to  the  privileges  nf  this  House  j and  to 
desire,  that  be  will  be  pleased  to  give  onJera 
for  the  committing  aud  detaining  tbe  seveial 
membas  named  in  the  said  message,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  this  sessions  of  parliament  for  tha  i 
pnrpoie.”* 

• “ Upon  this,  warrants  were  issued  out  for 
apprehending  the  six  members,  two  of  whom, 
Harvey  and  Ansiis,  happening  to  be  in  town, 
were  immediately  securM.  Mr.  Harvey  sab- 
bed  bimsetr  some  few  d»s  after  with  a knife, 
in  two  or  three  places  of  liis  breastj  bat  ilie 
wounds  proved  not  mortal.  As  to  the  rest, 
Mr.  Forster  stood  out  in  defiance  of  justice, 

. and  with  two  Romish  lords  raised  n rebellion 
I in  Northumberland.  Sir  John  Packington 
I was  brought  up  to  London  from  bis  houH  in 
' Worcestershire,  and  being  examined  before  tbe 
council,  and  nothing  appearing  against  hhs, 
^vflSihowOTfitHy.vdwiWg^  Mr.  Kynaston 
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Seafold  ordered  to  be  erected/or  ike  Earl  <if  i liumbi;  to  riesire,  that  be  Troald  ba 

Oi/ord’t  TVia/.]  The  same  da]>,  the  Lords  pleased  to  cause  directions  to  be  gi'^eo  to  the 
sent  a messuRe  to  acquaint  the  Cooimoni,  proper  officers  for  preparing  a ecadoid  in 
llittC  their  lordihips  having  addressed  tiU  ma'  Wesnoinstec  Hall,  for  the  trial  of  Robert  earl 


made  his  escape ; and  colonel  Uuslte,  a cap- 
tain in  the  (boc-guards,  was  sent  down  with  a 
messeoEer  to  apprehend  sir  William  Wyndluun, 
at  bis  Muse  in  Somersetshire,  where  ilie;  ar> 
rited  between  four  and  five  in  the  morning. 
The  door  beiog  opened,  they  appeared  to  beiu 
luuce  CO  tee  sir  William;  but  tlte  porter  told 
them,  be  was  in  bed,  ood  coold  not  yet  be 
spoke  with.  Hie  colonel  told  him,  he  came 
express,  and  tite  person  with  him  bad  a puckei 
oneccersofsucb  cuoseq^uence,  iliat  bis  master 
most  needs  be  immediately  informed  of  it. 
This  convinced  the  man,  and  sir  William  pre- 
sently leaped  out  of  bed,  and  came  in  hisgown 
to  tlM  colonel,  who  (old  liim,  be  was  his  pri- 
soner, the  uieaieiiger,  at  the  same  time,  shew- 
ing the  badge  of  hLs  office.  Sir  William  said, 
be  readily  sobmitied,  but  desired  no  noise 
might  be  made  te  frighten  hii  lady,  who  was 
with  child.  Then  they  entered  a cliamber, 
whem  the  colonel  seeing  air  William's  coat  and 
waiscoac  lie,  told  him,  be  bad  orders  to  seize 
all  hit  papers  ; and  (bat  heinust  take  leave  to 
search  bis  pockets,  wherein  be  found  a bundle 
of  papers,  which  he  secured.  Sir  William 
amdd  liavc  diverted  him,  by  oAering  him  very 
fi«nkly  the  keys  of  his  escrutojre,  to  search ; 
but  tim  culunel  happened  to  secure  Uae  most 
HopQrtant  papers,  as  he  had  reason  to  guess, 
by  the  fpeat  disorder  and  confosioD  in  air  Wil- 
liam’s looks,  when  he  took  the  bundle  out  of  Ins 
waisiooac  pocket.  Sir  William  desired  (he 
onlonel  to  stay  till  seven  o’clock,  and  be  would 
order  his  own  coach  and  six  horses  to  be  ready, 
which  would  carry  Uinn  all ; celling  the  colo- 
nel, ho  would  only  go  ia,  and  put  on  hiscloathi, 
and  lake  leave  of  his  lady,  and  then  would  ivait 
on  him.  Out  of  deference  to  that  lady's  noble 
rdations,  who, .besides  tlieir  liigh  rank,  liad  de- 
served it  by  their  teal  oiid  afiitcekin  for  tbe  pre- 
sent government,  the  colonel  bad  particular  di-  | 
necions  to  use  him  with.decorum,  and  readily 
complied  with  his  request,  looking  on  it  .as  his 
parole  to  return : but  be  soon  found  hiouelf 
mutoken  in  the  person,  whose  honour  he  bed 
trusted  to ; for,  though  llie  cutooel  had  caused 
two  doors  of  sir  William’s  iied-ctiamber  cu  be 
secured,  yet,  tliere  beiuga  third,  be  made  bis 
escape  through  it.  The  ootonel,  having  direct- 
*d  tlie  messeiieer  to  stay  at  tlie  boose  till  fiir- 
ther  Orders,  returned  wiUt  speed  to  Loudun,  to 
s^oaiot  the  government  niib  what  hod  pass^ ; 
wliereupoo  the  King  in  council  tbuught  fit  to 
^n  a proclamation,  with  a rewrud  of  l,000f. 
tor  apprehending  sir  William. 

" One  uf  the  papers  found  in'  sir  William’s 
pocket  was  said  to  be  a list  of  tlie  principal 
P^iMns,  who  had  joined  in  tm  association  to 
favour  an  Invasion,  and  to  advance  the  Pre- 
tender to  the  throne;  which  association  was 
™n«tnittetl  to  him  by  tbe  lord  Lausdown.  Be 
as  it  wiU;  -iti*i<!»idsift.*,gr»tt,!B*ayiiaa*r 


toriuus  Jacobites,  who  by  this  time  had  gut  to- 
gether el  Bath,  in  Order  to  head  the  intended 
insurrectino  in  Sunier>etsbire,  were  extreoiciy 
alarmed  at  tbe  coming  down  of  the  King's  mes- 
sengers, and  lefi  that  place  with  great  preci- 
pitation, in  a very  stormy  n^ht.  bir  Wiliiatn 
Wyndimm,  being  pursued  by  the  proclamation, 
and  several  messengers,  thought  a clergyman's 
habit  the  best  disguise,  mid  ordered  one  of  his 
servants  to  vrrite  a letter  to  a gentleman  In  Sur- 
rey, desiring  liim  to  give  his  master  refuge  in 
Ills  house ; or,  if  he  would  not  venenre  so  far, 
to  get  liim  a lodging  in  the  minister's  bouse, 
where  he  would  come  in  a habit,  that  would 
bespe^  him  respect  foom  a clergyman.  This 
letter  being  brought  to  the  pmleman's  house 
while  be  wns  abroad,  his  ln4y  opened  it ; and 
being  frightened  with  tbe  tbouglic  of  the  dan- 
ger, which  her  husband  might  incur  in  harbour- 
ing a person  charged  with  treason,  slic  ibm^bt 
fit  to  send  it  to  the  earl  of  Aylesford,  ivliofaiLed 
out  immediately  to  communicate  it  to  the  go- 
vernment. Sir  William  ri^ily  judging,  by  tbe 
wiscarringeof  the  letter,  ^t  he  could  hardly 
escape,  ibiougbc  it  prudent  to  surrender  bimseit. 
In  o^er  to  which,  having  crossed  the  Tbaisep 
near  Thisilewortb,  be  went  first  to  Sum-house, 
belonging  to  tbe  duke  of  SumerieC,  his  fatber- 
in-law,  and,  coming  ihim  thence  to  London  the 
3d  of  Ociuber,  he  put  hiniMlf  into  (be  hands  of 
(be  earl  of  llertford,  bis  broiber-in-taw,  capiaio 
of  one  of  the  tronps  of  life-guards ; who  bav- 
iog  given  noticx  of  it  to  Air.  Secretary  Stan- 
hope, a messenger  was  sent  to  take  sir  Wilbain 
into  enstody.  Thiee  days  after,  Ue  was  exa- 
mined at  the  council  board,  where  be  flatly  de- 
nied be  knew  any  thing  of  a plot.  However, 
au  order  was  made  for  his  conuniUnent  to  the 
Tower.  It  was  then  strongly  reported,  tbe  duke 
of  SoDiarsec  ollered  to  be  his  bsil;  which  the 
council  diii  not  think  lit  to  accept.  But  whe- 
ther tbe  <luke  bore  tbit  denial  iinpetieoily,  and 
exptessed  some  resentment  upon  it  tou  warmly, 
it  IS  ceuain,he  jvis  reipoved  from  his  place  pf 
SilHCei  of  the  Horse.'  I'indnl. 

Xbe  foliowing  aoecdoie,  relating  to  tbe  «uy 
rest  li  air  Wibiaoi  Wyndluiiii,  jdiicer  lord 
Towiiaband's  /irnofieas  x>f  character  in  a coo- 
' spicnoiis.poiai.of  .siow.  Jt  was  communicated 
to  me  by  bis  grandson  lord  Sydney.  .When 
the  intelUgaoce  that  air -William  Wyndham  naa 
concerned  in  a projected  rising  inAvour  oftlw 
Pretender,  was  laid  befiste  ue  cabinet,  the 
duke  ofS^erset,  anxious  (bat  bis  son-in-Uw, 
sir  William  Wyndbam,  .sliould  not  beitakea 
into  custody.  ifi»ed  to  be  responsible  for  him. 
The  ministers  were  inclioad  ui  give  ivayrfor  (ear 
of  offending  a person  of  tbe  duke'aeonsequenc^ 

who,  btuidesbissituaiionofjyiBSterofihe Horse, 
bad  great  iiifiuence  with  the  . Wbi^.  The  king 
was  .present.  The  proals  against  sir  William 
itWyowEUB  wsseaDittsaB^iUkSt  lord  Townsbciul 
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«fO:(I^ird  and  Ctrl  Mortimer,  who  now  standi 
ioi{ieached  by  this  Huose  of  high  treason 
and  other  high  crimes  and  misooinctinors, 
his  majesty  had  been  >;racious]y  pleased  to 
say,  “ lie  would  give  directions  to  the  proper 
officers  pursuant  to  the  said  Address. ’’ 

Tie  Speaker’i  Spreei  to  the  King,  on  pre- 
setting lie  Monep  BilU.]  The  some  day, 
tile  liiug  went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  uid  the 
Commons  atteacling,  the  Speaker,  upon  pre-  I 
■eating  the  Money  Bills,  made  tbs  folloniog  I 
Spi.'ech  to  his  majesty  : j 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign  j > 

“ ¥<iur  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub*  I 
jeer*,  the  knights,  citizeos,  and  burgesses  in  ^ 
parliament  assembled,  have  now  finished  the ' 
supplies  granted  to  your  majesty  for  ibe  sei^  ' 
vice  of  this  present  year.  Your  Commons  had  j 
much  sooner  oSered  these  supplies  to  your  I 
majesty,  had  not  their  zeal  for  your  majesty’s  I 
semce,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  conn*  I 
try,  led  them  into  inquiries  which  have  drewD  j 
this  session  to  an  unusual  length.  j 

But  your  Commons  could  not  see,  without  | 
the  utmost  indiguadon,  the  glories  of  her  late 
majesty's  reign  tarnished  by  a treacherous ' 
cessation  of  arms;  the  faith  oi  treaties  violated, 
that  ancient  probin,  fur  which  the  English ' 
natiuiihad  been  justly  renowned  throughout  all  ^ 
ages,  exposed  to  scorn  and  contempt ; imd  ' 
die  iradeof  the  kingdom  pven  up  by  insidious 
and  precarious  treaties  of  commerce,  whilst 
the  people,  amused  with  new  worlds  explored, 
were  contented  to  see  the  most  advaatageoas 
branches  of  their  commerce  in  Europe  lost,  or 
betrayed. 

" Suih  was  (he  condition  of  this  kingdom, 
when  it  pleased  the  divine  Providence  to  call 
yenr  maivstj  to  the  throne  of  your  ancestors, 
under  wiiose  aaspicious  rtan  your  Commons 
with  pleasure  b^rtd  the  glories  of  the  Plon- 
tagenfls  (your  miijesty’s  royal  ancestors)  re- 
vive ; and  have  on  unbounded  prospect  of  the 
continuance  of  this  happiness,  even  to  the 
latest  posterity,  in  a race  of  princes  lineally 
descended  from  yoor  majesty. 

*'  And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  the 
part  of  your  Commons,  to  establish  your  ma- 
lesty's  throne  on  solid  and  lasting  foundations, 
they  have  applied  themselves,  with  unwearied 
diligence,  to  vindicatethe  honour  of  the  Briiiib 
nation,  and  to  restore  a mutaal  ceofidence  be- 
tween this  kingdom  and  its  ancient  end  faithful 


deemed  it  necessary  that  government  should 
not  appear  alraid  to  arrest  such  an  offender,  let 
bis  rank  or  connexions  be  what  they  might, 
and  moved  accordingly  to  have  him  talten  into 
custody.  Near  ten  minutes  passed  in  silence 
before  any  one  ventured  to  agree  with  him; 
when  at  last,  two  or  three  rose  at  the  same 
moment  to  second  him,  and  the  arrest  was 
decreed.  As  the  king  retired  into  Ins  closet, 
be  tiwk  buld  of  lord  Townshend's  Imnd,  and 
said,  ‘ You  have  dune  me  a great  service  lo- 
*d»y.”  .--i-ir  ..t 


allies,  bydeCectiagthc  authors  of  these  pemi- 
cious  CDuosels,  and  Uie  uctors  ia  these  treachery 
out  designs,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  juslioe, , 
by  (he  judgment  of  their  peers,  according  to 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  usage  of  parlia- 

" It  was  not  to  ba  expected,  bnt  that  the 
enemies  to  the  Dstion's  peace,  would  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  obstruct  vour  Commons 
in  these  inquiries ; but  despairing  of  any  suc- 
cess in  the  representative  body  of  the  kingdom, 
they  fomeuted  tumults  among  the  dre^oftJie 
people  at  home,  and  spirited  cp  die  Pretender 
to  all  Invasion  from  abroad.  This  gave  your 
' faithful  Commons  fresh  upportunities  uf  shewing 
I their  aSectiun  to  your  majesty’s  person,  and 
their  fidelity  to  yunr  government,  by  their  un- 
' Biiimous  concurrence  in  granting  auchsuppHee 
as  were  sofficiem  to  disappoiut  tbe  one,  and  by 
their  psssing  such  laws  as  were  necessary  to 
suppre^  die  other;  and,  in  every  respecr,  to 
express  cheir  abhorrence  of  a popish  Preteoder, 
concerning  whom,  nothing  remains  unsaspected 
j but  his  bigotry  to  lupersiition,  and  bis  hatred  to 
our  holy  religion;  for  the  advancements  of 
which  yonr  majesty  has  expressed  your  pious 
care,  by  recommending  to  your  Commons  the 
providing  maioceuance  fiir  the  miutsters,  who 
. are  to  officiate  in  tbe  new  churches.  Thisyoui 
Commons  readily  complied  with,  trusting,  that 
I the  prayers  there  offered  to  the  Almighty,  will 
! bring  down  a blessing  on  all  your  majety’s  nn- 
I dertakings ; and  not  doubting,  but  that  the 
doctrines  there  taught,  will  be  a means  to  $e- 
core  tbe  quiet  of  your  kingdoms,  and  the  obedi- 
ence of your  people. 

I “ The  revenue  sec  apart  for  the  uses  of  the 
' civil  government,  your  Commons  found  so  much 
i intangled  widi  mortgages  and  anticipncioDS, 

' chat  what  remained,  was  far  from  being  suffici- 
ent to  support  (he  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
i crown;  cliisyuur  Commons  took  into  serious 
' cinisiderntion,  and  being  truly  sensible,  that  on 
I your  majesty’s  greatness  tbe  bappiuesxof  yoor 
subjects  entirely  depends,  (hey  have  pul  the 
civil  revenues  into  (be  same  state,  inwluch  they 
were  grunted  to  your  majesty’s  glurious  prede- 
cessor, king  Willism,  of  imraorta!  memory  : and 
thereby  enabled  yonrmajestyto  make  an  ample 
prorisiou  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whose  he- 
roic virtues  ore  tbe  best  security  of  yonr  ma- 
jesty’s throne,  os  his  ocher  personal  endow- 
ments are  tbejoyof  all  ynurfaithfiii  suhjeca. 

“ I should  but  ill  discharge  the  crust  reposed 
in  me  by  the  CommoDS,  did  I not  lay  before 
your  majesty,  with  what  cheerfulness  they  re- 
ceived ycur  majesty's  grsdous  inteutioiis  for 
her  royal  highness  the  Princess;  and  with  huw 
mnch  readiness  and  unanimity  they  enabled 
your  majesty  to  settle  a revenue  suitalile  to  the 
dignity  of  a princess,  wliose  piety,  and  steady 
lulherence  to  the  Prnte^nt  Religion,  is  die 
glory  of  the  prcsanc  age,  and  will  be  the  admi- 
ration of  all  future  generations. 

May  if  please  your  mujescy;  Tlie  bills 
wbicli  the  Commous  havepreuared  to  complete 
;,Utg|Sapp|imf(K,thikjssr!«sevyic%r  and  for  the 
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ocher  purposes  I have  meucioned,  are  sercrallj 
iiitiiled,— 1.  ‘ Ab  Act  to  enable  his  majesty  lo 
■ settle  a Revenue  for  soppurting  the  dignity  of 
‘her  royal  bighneu,  Stc^S.  An  Act  for  en- 
• laiging  die  capital  stock  and  yearly  fund  of  the 
' South  Sea  Company,  &c.— 3.  An  Act  for 
< makine  provision  Ibr  the  Ministers  of  the  fifty 
‘ new  Churches,  to.'  Which  they  with  all  hu* 
miliiy  now  present  to  yuor  majesty  for  your 
royal  asieni.” 

After  this,  his  majesty  gave  the  royal  assent 
to  the  three  Bills  before  mentioned,  as  also  to 
six  more  public,  and  to  nine  private  bills. 

Xhe^ngsSpeechttlheAJJottrnment.']  Then 
his  majesty  was  plesKd  to  declare  from  the 
throne,  that  lie  had  ordered  the  Lord  Chancel* 
lor  to  deliver  his  majesty’s  Speech  to  both 
houses  of  parliament,  in  his  majesty’sname  and 
words,  which  be  did  accordingly,  ns  fdllons  : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentiemeu; 
am  personded  you  are  all  by  this  time 
very  desirous  of  some  recess,  and  that  it  canuoc 
be  deferred  longer,  without  great  iocoiireni- 
«oce  to  your  private  affairs. 

" But  before  I pan  with  you,  1 must  return 
yon  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  your  having 
hnisheil,  with  so  much  wisdom  nud  unanimity, 
what  1 recommended  to  your  care ; and  parti- 
cularly I must  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Cnmiooiis,  for  the  provision  you  have 
marl^  as  well  for  the  support  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  as  fin  the  other  necessary 
occasions  of  the  public ; especiaily  for  your 
bavingdoue  ithy  roeans  so  little  burtbensocne 
Co  nj  people  ; which,  1 assure  you,  recoiu- 
mendsche  supplies  tome  above  any  other  cir- 
cumstance whatsoever. 

" My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“The open  and  declared  rebellion,  which  is 
now  actually  b^un  in  Scotland,  tnusi  convince 
all,  who  do  not  wish  to  see  us  given  up  into  the 
bands  ofa  popish  Pretender,  of  the  dangers  to 
which  we  have  been,  and  are  still  exposed. 

“ I tbouglit  it  incumbent  upon  me,  to  give 
you  the  earliest  notice  of  the  designs  of  our 
enemies,  and  I cannot  suSicicnily  commend  the 
seal  and  dispatch  with  wbich  you  impowered 
nie,  at  a time  when  the  neiion  was  in  so  naked 
and  defenceless  a condition,  to  make  such  pre- 
pa^ons  as  I sbould  think  necessary  for  ourse- 
cucity.  Von  shall  Lave  no  reason  m repent  of 
the  trust  and  coufuleuce  you  repose  in  me, 
which  I ibnll  never  use  to  any  other  end  than 
for  tbe  protection  ood  welfare  ofmr  people. 

“ It  was  scarce  to  be  im^inen,  that  any 
of  my  praCestant  subjects,  who  bare  known 
•O'l  enjoyed  tbe  beuefiu  of  oor  excellent  con- 
siituiiuii,  aud  bare  heard  uf  the  great  dongen 
^y  ween  notulerfuily  ddiiercd  from  by^he 
^py  Rovolotion,  sboulil,  by  any  arts  and 
aaongeraent,  be  drawn  into  zneasuccs  liuc 
®ust  at  once  destroy  their  religion  and  liber- 
Vs,  and  subject  tliein  to  popery  end  arhiinuy 
P“wer ; hot  soch  has  been  our  misforiuuc,  ibit 
too  many  of  my  people  have  beea  deluded, 
end  maje  instrumental  to  the  Pretender's  da- 
«gni,  who 


vading  us,  or  raising  a rebellion,  bad  In  not 
been  encooraged  by  the  success  his  emissaries 
and  adherents  have  alriatly  had  in  stirring  up 
riots  and  tumults,  and  by  the  farther  hopes  they 
entertain  fur  raisiug  insurrections. in  many  parts 
of  my  kingdoms. 

“ The  endeavouring  to  persuade  my  people, 
chat  the  church  of  England  is  in  danger  under 
my  government,  bts  beeu  die  main  ardfics 
employed  in  carrying  on  this  wicked  and  trai- 
torous design.  This  insinuatinu,  after  the  so- 
lemn assurances  I have  given,  and  my  having 
laid  hold  on  all  opportunities,  to  do  every  thing 
that  may  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  ebnreb 
of  England,  is  both  unjust  and  ungrateful;  Nor 
can  I betisve  so  grounilless  and  malicious  a 
calumny  can  make  any  impression  opoii  the 
minds  of  my  faithful  snbjocts,  or  that  they  can 
be  so  far  misled  as  to  think  tbe  cburch  of  Eng- 
land is  to  be  secured  by  setting  a popish  Pre> 
tender  on  the  throne. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“The  proofs  this  parliament  lias^iven  of 
their  iinshaken  duty  and  affection  to  me,  and 
of  tlieir  love  and  zeal  for  the  interest  of  their 
country,  will  recommend  you  Co  the  good  opi- 
nion and  estfcm  of  all  who  have  their  religion 
ami  liberty  truly  at  heart,  and  has  laid  a last- 
ing obligation  upon  me  { and  1 question  not, 
but  fay  your  farther  assistance  in  (be  severs! 
countries  to  which  you  are  going,  with  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God,  who  has  so  fre- 
quently interposra  in  favour  of  ibis  nation,  I 
shall  be  able  to  disappoint  and  defeat'tbe  de- 
sigos  of  our  enemies. 

“ Our  meeting  again  to  do  business  early  in 
the  nest  winter  will  be  useful  on  many  ac- 
counts; particularly,  that  the  sitting  of  parlia- 
ments may  be  asain  brought  into  that  season 
of  tlie  year  wliico  is  must  convenient,  and  that 
as  little  delay  may  be  given  as  is  possible  to 
your  judicial  proceedings:  AodI  shall, at  pre- 
sent, give  such  orders  to  my  Lard  Chaneeltor, 
as  may  not  put  it  long  out  ofmy  power  to  meet 
you,  on  any  eudden  occasion." 

Tlien  the  Lord  Chancellor,  having  received 
direcdojis  Bom  his  majesty,  returned  to  bis 
place ; and  said, 

“ My  lords  and  gentlemen ; It  is  his-  ma- 
jesty’s royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  both  Houses 
should  forthwith  severally  adjourn  themselves 
to  Thursday  tlie  6th  of  October  next.’’ 

October  6.  The  parliament  being  met  at 
WestminstGr  pureuaut  to  their  last  adjount- 
nient,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  acquaints  the 
House,  I liac  it  was  tbe  King's  pleasure,  tbauha 
parliament  sbould  beadjonrned  forafortnigbt; 
nud  therefore  deeired  that  tbe  House  would 
adjourn  itself  until  Che  SDth  of  October ; wbich 
thfl  Ilimse  did  accordingly. 

October  SO.  Mr.  Secretary  Stanliope  ec> 
quaiuted  tbe  Iloose  with  bis  majesty's  pleasure, 
toot  the  parliaioent  be  adjourisM  until  the  5ih 
of  November.  Upon  which  the  Cooimoue 
acljounied  tliemsdves  to  tliut  day,  and  after- 
words  to  November  31st,  and  then  to  Deceta- 
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December  14.  The  CofflmoDS  ordered,  Thn 
eir  Edtrard  Noribrj  be  added  to  tbe  Cocmoit- 
tee  of  Secrecy,  in  tbe  room  of  sir  Richard 
Ontlow,  bait,  rrbo  had  accepted  the  place 
of  one  of  tlie  tellcn  ofbis  majesty's  excbMoer, 
and  was  DOC  rechusen.  It  was  ordered  like- 
wise, That  Mr.  Speaker  do  write  ciraulw  let- 
ters tu  all  tbe  SheriSs  of  the  kingdom,  to  aom- 
mon  tlie  members  in  tbeir  respective  coanties 
to  attend  tbe  service  of  tbe  House  upon  the  9tb 
of  January:  After  which  Mr.  Secretary  Stan- 
hope acmiainted  the  Hoese,  Chat  he  bad  a 
message  from  his  majesty  to  this  House,  signed 
by  his  majesty,  which  be  delivered  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  follows,  viz. 

“G.  R. 

His  majesty  uaderstandiog,  that  many, 
both  of  die  Huuse  of  Lords  and  Commons,  are 
detained  in  the  country,  as  well  by  their  pri- 
vate as  the  public  business;  and  the  holidays 
being  DOW  so  near,  during  which  there  is 
usually  a recess,  it  U his  majesty’s  pleasure, 
that  die  parliament  adjoum  to  Monday  tbe 
9ib  day  of  January  next,  at  which  time  his  ma- 
jesty inceudv  the  pariiainenc  shall  sic  to  do 

Tiieu  the  House  accordingly  adjonmed  till 
Monday  the  9th  of  January. 

Tile  King't  Speetk  to  both  Bousa  retpeeling 
the  iiebefflon.]  January  9,  1716.  The  Parlia- 
snent  being  met  at  Westminster,  the  kiog  went 
to  tbe  House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  he- 
inc  sent  for  up,  and  stteuriin&  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor  read  his  majesty’s  £pee^  to  both  Houses, 
4s  fbllowSc 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

"The  Aal  and  aSection  to  my  goveriiittent, 
end  the  vigilaut  care  for  the  safety  of  the  na- 
tion, whiolt  yen  have  shewn  m your  respective 
counties,  have  not  only  fully  answered  my  ex- 
pectations, but  give  me  assurances  that  you 
are  met  together  resolved  to  act  with  a spirit 
becoming  a time  of  common  danger,  and  with 
such  a vigour,  as  will  end  in  the  cMfbsion  of 
all  those  who  have  openly  engaged  hi  this  Se- 
bellieo,  and  in  the  shame  slid  leptuacli  of  sech 
as  by  secret  and  malicious  iosinoations,  have 
fomented,  or  by  ao  avowed  indiSerence  en- 
couraged this  traiteroas  enterprize. 

It  is,  I doubt  not,  a great  satiafactioii  to 
you  CO  ba««  observed,  itot  the  powers  you  en- 
trusted me  with  for  tbe  preservation  of  the 
poblic  safe^,  have  been  employed  in  the  most 
proper  and  effectna!  manner,  and  made  strictly 
Snbservient  to  those  purposes  only  for  whiiA 
you  intended  tli«n ; and  you  mnst  Hare  had 
the  pleasure  to  reject  With  me,  that  as  che 
measures  taken  for  our  defonce,  have  been 
just  and  necessary,  so  it  has  pleased  tbe  di- 
vine Providence  to  bless  them  with  a series  of 
suitable  soccets:  end  I eaaoot  hot  take  this 
oppoTCimity  of  doing  justice  to  the  officers  and 
Voldiers  of  the  umy,  whose  brave  and  fhiihfol 
disdiaTge  of  their  duty,  has  (ttsappoinced  onr 
enemies,  end  comriboted  w tncb  to  tkesefo^ 
of  the  netioe..  - •.  .-iii.r-  ..  vemr.^.t 


“ I did  hope,  that  the  detecting  and 
preventing  tbe  designed  insoirectiuns  ia  some 
patts  of  the  kingdom,  and  (he  deteuting  in 
others,  (hose  who  bad  taken  op  arms  against  me, 
would  have  put  ao  end  to  tliis  rebellion ; but  it 
is  plain  that  our  enemies,  animated  by  some 
secret  hopes  of  assistance,  are  still  endeavour^ 
log  to  support  this  desperate  undertaking ; and 
the  Pretender,  ns  I have  reason  to  belteve,  is 
now  landed  in  Scotland. 

" It  is  however  with  pleasure  I can  acquaint 
you,  tliac  nolwitlistandiug  iliese  intestine  com- 
motiuns,  Great  Briiuiii  has,  in  some  measure, 
recover^  its  influence  and  reputation  abroad. 
The  treaty  for  setting  the  barrier  for  the  Ne- 
therlands is  niivr  fully  concluded  between  the 
emperor  end  the  States  General,  undet  my 
guaranty  : the  king  of  Spaio  has  agreed  to  a 
treaty,  by  which  that  valuable  branch  of 
our  commerce  will  be  delivered  from  the  new 
impositions  and  hardships,  to  which  it  was  sub- 
ject bv  the  late  treaties;  and  will  stand 
settled,  for  the  future,  nn  a foot  more  advan- 
tageous and  certain  than  it  ever  did  in  tbe 
most  flourishing  time  of  any  of  my  prede- 
cessors ; and  the  treaty  for  renewing  all  former 
alliances  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  States  General  is  brought  very  near  to 
its  conclusion. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

" I must  rely  on  your  aSeeiion  to  me,  and 
your  care  and  concern  for  the  safety  of  th« 
nation,  to  grant  me  such  supplies  as  may 
enable  me  to  restore,  and  to  secure,  the  peace 
of  tbe  kiugiloin ; and  I will  order  estimates  of 
tbe  necessary  expences  to  be  laid  before  you. 

“ Among  the  many  unavoidable  ill  conse- 
quences of  this  rebellion,  none  affects  me  more 
sensibly  tban  that  extraordinary  harden,  which 
it  has  and  must  create  to  my  fiutbful  saUects: 
to  ease  them  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  I take 
this  drat  opportunity  of  dedering,  That  I will 
freely  give  up  all  tbe  estates  that  shall  become 
forfeit^  to  the  crown  by  this  rebellion,  to  be 
applied  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expence  incerred  on  occasion. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

" It  is  a raatier  of  the  greatest  an  easiness  to 
me,  that  the  first  years  at  my  reign,  the  whole 
coDTSe  of  wUefa  1 vrished  to  have  transmiued 
to  posterity,  distinguished  by  che  fair  and  en- 
dearing marks  of  peace  and  clemency,  shoold 
be  dovded  and  overcast  with  so  unnatural  a 
rebdJion ; which,  however  iapotent  and  un- 
snccessfol  a doe  care  may  render  it  in  all 
other  respects,  docs  most  sensibly  afiUct  me,  by 
the  calamities  it  has  bronght  on  many  of  my 
faithful  subjects,  and  by  tfaose  indispensable  re- 
turns of  severity,  which  tbeir  sufterings,  and 
the  public  safely,  do  most  justly  call  for.  Un- 
der this  coacerii,  my  greatest  comfort  is,  that  I 
cannot  reproach  myself  with  having  given  the 
least  provocation  to  that  spirit  of  discontent 
and  Mnmny  that  has  been  let  loose  against 
me;  or  at  least  the  preteuce  for  kindling  the 
flame  of  this  Hebellion. 

lucusmob  laid 
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last  effort  for  disturbing  tbe  peace  of  your 
majesty's  reign. 

*■  We  are  highly  sensible  of  the  security  and 
hoQOurtvIiicIi  i^oumls  to  the  nniioo,  by  the 
treaty  for  settling  the  barrier  in  the  Nether- 
lands uoder  your  majesty's  guarrsoty  ; niid  of 
the  adrantnges  which  will  accrue  toynursub- 
jects,  by  the*  treaty  of  commerce  witb  Spaiu; 
and  by  tbeoegociatioiis  which  are  non  on  foot, 
for  thereiiewinz  of  all  alliances  with  tbe  anci- 
ent and  faitlifuT  friends  of  this  kingdom,  tlie 
■States  General. 

“ It  is  with  equal  pleasure' and  astonishment, 
chat  xve  see  your  majesty  has  been  able,  in  a 
time  of  intestine  troubles,  to  recorer,  in  a great 
measure,  the  reputation  and  commerce  of  tbe 
British  nation ; and  that  you  hneegained  more 
adrantageons  terms  of  trade  for  your  subjects, 
than  what  were  procured  by  any  of  your  royal 
predecessors,  who  had  so  much  fairer  opportu- 
nities of  demanding  them. 

*'  We  want  words  to  express  oor  gratitude 
to  your  majesty  for  your  gracious  and  unparal- 
leled resolution,  to  gire  iip  all  the  estatca,  that 
shall  became  forfeited  by  the  rebellion,  to  the 
use  oftbe  public : and  promise  ourselves  that 
all  your  faithful  subjects,  will,  with  great  cheer- 
fulness, do  their  part  towards  enabling  yoo  to 
restore  andKCure  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  to 
which  yoor  majesty  contributes  in  so  generous 
a manoer,  out  oftne  profits  inherent  to  your 
crown  and  royal  dignity. 

That  endearing  tenderness  and  clemency, 
xvhicb  your  majesty  expresses  towards  all 
your  subjects,  very  much  ogrnvetes  the 
guilt  of  tliose,  who  have  taken  up  arms, 
against  so  good  and  gracious  a sovereign;  and 
vre  cannot  think,  without  the  utmost  horror,  of 
those  who  rebel  against  a prince  of  so  mujlt 
goodness,  or  spread  falshoods  and  coluiiiuies 
against  your  sacred  person,  at  the  same  time 
that  you  are  studying  to  advance  their  welfare 
andhappiness. 

'■  We  cannot  desire  agreoter  iosteoceofthis 
your  majesty's  affection  to  your  people,  thnu 
the  sense  which  your  majesty  expresses  of 
those,  whose  evil  counsels  laid  the  foundation 
of  all  our  mischiefs,  and  whose  self  interested 
views,  bare  deluded  such  numbers  of  unwary 
men  mio  their  own  destruction. 

“ We  heartily  pray  Almighty  God,,  that  be 
may  grant  your  majesty  a long  and  happy  reigu 
over  us,  and  bless  your  endeavours  with  suc- 
cess, fur  the  procuring  of  a firm  and  lasting  esta- 
blishment of  our  excellent  constitution  in 
Church  and  Slate.  And  as  we  shell  always 
oppose  die  attempts  of  locb  men,  as  would  sub- 
ject thenation  (0  the  retenge  and  tyranny  of 
a popish  Pretender ; so  we  shall  always  value 
beyond  any  honours  or  titles  wc  can  enjoy,  the 
character  of  being  faithful  subjects  to  your  ma- 
jesty, xealous  nssertors  of  the  libertiM  of  our 
country,  tbe  present  establishment,  and  tbt 
Protestant  Iteligion.” 

T/ie  King'i  Ansater.'l  Jamrary  Il.The  Ring 
ret wed^the  fpilotvip^  Aotwer  l We«o  ^ l_ 


foundatinn  of  all  these  mischief,  and  those 
whose  private  discontenis  and  disappoiut- 
menu,  disguised  under  false  pretences,  have 
betrayed  great  numbers  of  deluded  people  into 
their  own  destruction,  answer  for  the  miseries 
in  which  they  have  involved  their  fdlow-sub- 
jrcts.  I question  not,  but  that,  with  the  con- 
cinuance  of  God's  blessing,  who  elune  is  able 
to  form  good  out  of  evil,  and  with  the  cbeei- 
ftl  assistance  of  my  parliament,  we  shall,  iu  - 
short  lime,  see  this  rebellioo  end,  not  only 
restoring  the  tranquillity  of  my  government,  but 
in  procuring  a linn  and  lasting  establishment  of 
that  excellent  constitution  in  church  and  state, 
which  it  was  manifestly  designed  to  subvert; 
and  that  this  open  and  flagrant  attempt  in 
favour  of  Popery,  will  abolish  all  other  disiinc- 
lions  among  us,  but  of  such  as  are  zealous 
assertorsof  the  liberties  of  their  country,  the 
present  esubiishment,  and  tlie  Protestant  re- 
iigioii,  and  of  such  as  nre  endeavouring  to 
subject  the  nation  to  the  revenge  and  tyranny  of 
t Popisb  I'reteader.’' 

TAi  lordi  Addrest  thereon.']  The  Lords 
agreed  upon  the  following  Address: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

" We,  your  mniesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  (he  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 

Sarlianienc  assembled,  do  return  our  most  un- 
ligned  thanks  to  your  majesty,  fur  your  moat 
gracious  speech  from  the  throne;  sod  do, 
with  great  joy,  lay  hold  of  this  opportuoity 
to  congratulate  your  majesty  on  the  successes 
with  which  it  fits  plea^  Almighty  God  to 
bless  your  majesty’s  arms  and  counschi,  against 
the  rebels. 

“ We  are  so  truly  sensible  of  the  happiness 
which  the  nation  enjoys  under  your  majesty’s 
government,  that  we  should  be  wauting  to 
our  own  interest,  as  well  as  to  the  duty  we 
owe  to  your  majesty,  did  we  not  exert  our- 
selves with  the  utmost  spirit  and  vigour  in  the 
present  time  of  danger  to  the  confusion  nf  all 
Mch  05  are. cither  actors  or  abettors  in  tbe 
present  wicked  and  nnuatural  rehetlion,  and  to 
the  reproach  of  those  who  affect  to  appear 
lukewarm  or  indifferent  in  tbe  cause  of  their 
king  and  country. 

“Oar  satisfaction,  in  observing  the  just  and 
niseuse  of  ibat  power  with  wbicli  tbe  parlia- 
fnent  entrusted  your  majesty  in  this  great  con- 
juncture, can  be  equalled  by  aoihing  but  our 
Jby  for  those  remarkable  successes  which  have 
been  the  natural  consequences  of  it. 

“ We  cannot  sufficiently  praise  t1>e  fidelity 
and  bravery  which  your  army  ha«-e  shewn  ou 
tins  occasion ; and  assure  ourselves,  that  all 
your  faithful  subjects,  wlio  are  influenced  by 
llie  same  principles  of  honour  and  duty,  wiU 
be  os  active,  in  their  several  stations,  tu  pro- 
uiote  the  service  of  your  msjesty,  and  the 
safety  of  the  public. 

" The  landing  of  tbe  Pretender  in  Scotland 
vilj  only  serve  to  animate  this  our  zeal  fnrynur 
“a^sty;  and  w«  doubt  pot  bulitiyili  (^oy^bis 
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« My  Lords  j 

**lib;uikyou  heitrtily  Tor  this 'datiful  and 
loyul  Address.  I depeod  entirely  upan  the  as- 
surances you  give  loe  ; and  shall  ever  steadily 
pursueauch  measures,  as  may  best  support  the 
coiisucution  in  church  and  state ; uud  I dauiit 
notbut,  L;  thel>lesuiigofGod,artd  vuuras^ 
tauce.  I shall  deicat  tlic  deeigiu  of  our  eoe- 

Afr.  IecAjn«r«*s  Speech  for  an  Impeachment 
^ the  Rebel  Lordt^l  'i^e  Commons  being  re- 
turned to  their  House,  and  having  unanimously 
resolved  on  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  his  majestyr, 
sent  to  the  Lords  todesiredieni  to  continue  sii- 
tio^  for  some  time.  Tliis  Message  tvos  car- 

Mr.  Lechmere,  who  having  reported  to  the 
House,  that  the  Lords  conseutediodu  so,  made 
a speech  Co  the  following  eSecc : 

“ Tbat&rterihegeneralassuraacesthcIIouse 
bad  gives  lo  his  maj^ty,  one  moment  ought 
Boi  to  he  lost,  vitbeut  taking  some  effec- 
ttinl  step  towards  loakiog  them  good : that 
the  Erst  and  gwc  conc«B  was,  to  put  as  end 
to  tlii«  rebeliipo : not  only  Cu  quiet  the  present 
coiuraotions,  huttnezlinguish  the  very  possibi- 
lity of  their  beiog  renewed  that  ior  these  ends 
every  gemlesDan  would  agree  to  scrcngllien  die 
Imnos  ufthekiug  ia  such  a manner,  as  would 
enahlehim  speMily  and  eHectuatly  to  complete 
thjs  work  : iliac  the  House  would  do  (his  tviih 
absolute  elieerfuloess,  from  the  certain  know- 
ledge and  experience  they  had  of  die  wisdom 
and  justice  of  his  lu^esty,  who  would  make  no 
other  use  of  any  ^nJirlencc  his  pr.rhsmeni 
should  rupose  in  Im,  than  to  promote  the  com- 
moQ  welfare  of  his  people  ; and  that  wbutever 
extraordinary  assistance  the  presentjuocture 
ofafiairs  should  require^  would  ho  cuniinued  no 
longer  than  the  public  necessity  called  for ; 
that  tlienezt  usefui  and  necessary  step,  was  the 
nacionaljustice, which  was  incumheatoa  this 
bouse,  in  duty  to  tbeking,  as  well  as  in  justice 
to  the  people  : out!  os  augratefui  and  disagreea- 
ble a port  as  this  must  be,  yet,  when  tlie  de- 
sign of  ilie  enemy  was  be^me  so  desperate, 
sod  SI  avowed,  os  to  strike  nt  tlie  crown  upon 
the  king's  head,  and  to  involve  the  nation  in 
the  calamities  of  a civil  war,  tlie  House  could 
not  exert  themselves  too  early,  nor  with  too 
much  vigour;  and  that  as  (he  House  acquitted 
itself  on  this  occasion,  he  promised  binself  Clic 
•Efecc  would  be  answerable : that  tlie  spirit 
which  should  be  shewn  io  this  instance,  ivi.uld 
animate  the  frieuds  of  the  ^vernnieni,  Imth  at 
honeand  abroad  ; and  tbeterror  icmiist  strike 
on  our  enemies,  would  be  equal  at  least,  end 
contribute  as  much  to  the  common  salcty,  as 
aoy  other  preparaiiou  that  had  or  coold  ha  made. 
He  wished  he  could  say  or  think,  (bni  this  rc- 
bellion  was  the  project  of  tboie  only,  w liO  ap- 
peared to  head  it ; or  that  it  was  the  result  ot 
the  weak  or  rash  coanscls  of  those  who  public- 
ly avowed  it;  he  wished  be  could  say,  that  it 
was  the  workofPapistsonly,  or  of  those  proies- 
t»nu  wIki  were  wicked  or  weak  euoiighopenly . 
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to  join  in  it.  lie  wiibed  he  cpoM  soy,  chat  il 
was  a plot  but  of  yesterday,  and  ilut  it  bad 
token  no  deeper  rout  tlian  ordinary  appear- 
aoceswnuld  lead  to  suspect  j but  he  thought  it 

Claio,  that  k was  the  eifect  of  many  years  1«- 
sur,  of  the  joint  and  united  labour  of  great 
numbers,  bulb  proteeiantsaad  papists,  tlie  pink) 
and  necessary  consequeoce  of  die  measuici 
which  had  been  carrying  oo  for  some  years 
la.st;  that loframe  ar%lii jud^cot of  the  na- 
ture of  this  rebellJoa,  he  thought  it  necessary  for 
the  House  to  iuuk  back,  ami  consider  the  na- 
tural tendency  of  tbepablic  proceeding  of  late 
years,  and  ibe  coimectioo  they  bore  witb  the 
present  uoforiunate  state  of  things:  wlieomeoiu 
sacred  functions  suffered  themselves  to  become 
state  iostrumeBis,  and  the  great  merit  ofsuch  men 
was,  under  the  pretence  ofatsertiog  the  doctrines 
of  the  churebaf  England,  (o  coiidesm  the  Revo- 
lution, be  cuuki  never  understand  auy  other  de- 
sign or  tendency  from  those 'prtetkes,  tlian  to 
tuidermine  die  fbundatiun  of  tbeProiesteBt suc- 
cession. He  reiiiembcreil  it  was  said  upon  a 
very  solemn  occssioo,  by  a very  bnnouiable 
gentleman,  ‘ That  the  cuiidemoing  the  late  bap- 
' py  Revolution,  could  lisve  no  other  meaning, 

‘ than  to  make  way  for  another Tbathowever 
wicked  and  dan^sruus  these  practices  were, 
they  made  too  great  an  iiapreasiBn,  and  oua- 
tribuced  agreat  &ol  to  the  present  calamity : 
iliat  as  the  designs  of  the  enemy  grew  mor* 
avowed,  state-princiules  of  aiiotlier  kind  were 
advano^,  wiiiw  still  conduced  to  the  same  end : 
that  it  was  well  known  wbnt  indus(^  was  used 
to  iucolcate  the  tiotions  of  lieredkary  right  ta 
the  crown,  in  oppoNtion  tu  tfaesettluaient  which 
had  been  made  of  it  in  the  bouse  of  Hanover, 
by  the  authority  of  Parliamem,  and  with  no 
other  view,  than  to  weaken  ttiat  setlleuieni: 
tiuit  every  one  roraembered  wlmi  extraordinary 
pains  were  taken  to  poieon  the  people  vrith  this 

frrous  notion ; and  that  those  who  mad* 
est  court  to  men  in  power,  were  suqji  who 
espoused  tliis  opinion  in  the  most  uotorious 
manner:  that  be  could  not  forget  with  what 
tenderness  a certain  diviue  uf  the  cliurcb  of 
En^and  was  treated  below  stairs,  whilst  ooder 
prosecution  for  the  most  impudent  libel  [“  The 
Hereditary  Riglitasserted,'’S(c.]  tliaieverwas- 
published  against  any  government,  tbat  bad 
either  wi'II  or  power  to  mniniain  itself,  lie 
thiiuglit  the  punishment  that  was  infiicted  ou 
that  geBtleinan  light  enough,  bat  be  could  noC 
avnicT  taking  notice  of  n remarkable  passage, 
which  then  alormed  ererv  thinking  mull,  aud 
will,  one  time  or  other,  deserve  the  considera- 
cionof  this  House, viz.  theOrderfrum  iliegovem- 
mefli,  couiitenigoed  by  a secretary  of  state,  to 
the  judges  of  ibeQueen's  Bench,  after  the  judg- 
ment passed,  to  superserle  the  ignominious  part 
of  (he  uunisbmeiit,  fay  reason  ofthe  sacred  funo- 
cion  ni  the  criminal;  by  which  the  most  un- 
exampled and  dangerous  distinction  was  intro- 
ducetl;  and  which  proceeding  could  bear  no 
other  construction,  than  as  a license  and  protec- 
tion, even  from  the  government,  to  men  iu  holy 
orders,  to  pro^s^ue  that  destructive  positio* 
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«ith  impanit; ; and  the  character  of  the  per- 
■on,  which  ought  in  jastice  to  have  aggravated 
bis  guilty  and  heightened  the  punishment,  be- 
emie  his  indemnity  i^nist  the  reproach  of  it,  , 
even  by  tlie  authority  of  tlie  govermnsiic  itself.  I 
He  remsmhered  in  what  maoner  every  thing  of 
tliat  Duuire  was  treated  in  Wesminster-hall ; 
what  severities'  were  esercised  against  those 
persons  wlio  bad  courage  enough  to  assert  the 
interest  of  their  eooiitry,  and  of  the  Protestant 
vuccestion,  at  the  sanie  time  that  the  patrons  , 
of  berediiary  right  enjoyed  ail  indulgences: 
that  he  meiitioued  these  things  on'  no  un- 
eertiinties,  having  been  an  eye-witness  of 
iheni  himself,  and  it  having  fallen  to  Ids 
ilisre  so  bear  some  pare  in  them  : that  this 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  parts  of  the 
scheme  of  those  who  had  fixed  tlieir  eyes  on  the 
Pretender:  that  the  House  need  not  be  told 
bow  far  it  had  operated  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Protestant  succession.  That  he  could  give 
many  other  instances  of  this  kind  ; all  which 
promoteii  thesameead.  Thegrossdistinctions 
that  wore  eoined  to  elude  the  oaths  that  had 
been  made  for  tite  securi^  of  the  government ; 
the  endeavours  that  were  used  to  possess  the 
^ple  wiciii  fetse  fbars  of  the  danger  of  the 
Church  ; and  tlte  littlo  eere  that  was  taken,  ro 
ny  no  worse  of  it,  to  instil  into-the  youth  of  the 
biagdom,  such  principles  as  were  consistent  with 
the  true  interest  either  of  Church  or  State. 
That  he  looked- upon'  these  things  which  he  had 
mentioned,  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  scheme 
that  wa»nuw,  by  this  Pebellion,  carrying  on 
into  execution ; and  be  ovroed)  that  in  this  re- 
spect, the  authors  ofit  were  wise  iii  their  genera- 
Don;  for  by  these  arts,  tlie' veiy  principle  on 
which  tlie  Protestant  succession  is  founded,  was 
shaken;  and  though  the  methods  of  doing  it  | 
were  base  and  vile,  yet  the  dissatisfociion  and  ' 
uneasiness  that  was  created  by  them  in  tlie . 
minds  of  the  people,  made  ivoy  for  the  chauge 
that  was  desired.  That  he' craved  leave  of  the 
House,  to  pul  them  in  mind  of  other  pai'ts  of 
this  scheme,  ibnt  was  carrying  on  at  the  same 
time.  Theeuemies  to  the  present  government 
judging  aright  fortheirown  purpose,  by  all  me- 
diods  to  attack  the  consciences  of  ibe  people, 
as  to  the  I^lity  mid  justice  of  the  settlement 
*f  the  crown  in  tiio  house  of  Hanover;  they 
thought  it  necessary,  at  the  same  rime,  to  dis- 
able, as  fhras  they  could,  those  persons  whn  had 
been  most  remarkable  for  their  services  in  the 
Wpport'ofit.  That  ibe  great  effort  was  inadfe 
at  that  great  man,  [the  duke  of  Marlborough] 
who  is  not  only  the  honour  and  Ornament  ofhis 
I eoutitry,  but  the  glory  of  the  nge  he  lives  io. 

1 He  adder!,  he  thought  be  slionld  not  be  sus- 

picted  of  flattery  at  this  lime,  nor,ashe  believ- 
I ad,  at  any  time,  with  respect  to  that  great  mniu 
That  many  who  then  heard  him,  rernenibered 
I the  pun  he  took  in  vindication  of  tliat  great 
I ^>0,  whilst  his  clwracter  vrns  under  debate  in 
this  House.  That  he  could  not  Pirget  the  rage 
I Md  inveteracy  irilh  which  he  was  pursued ; 
nor  bow  much  stress  was  laid  upon  obinining 

toe  censures  of,  P«iM.m£es.uj^Jlusa  ti-ihas  the 


aspersions  then  thrown  upon  him,  did  not  hart 
that  great  nmn;  and  whatever  endeavours  may 
at  any  time  be  used  to  lessen  him,  will  hurt  none 
, but  those  that  shall  promote  them;  but  yet 
; those  vain  eBdCavours  were  a very  useful  part 
of  the  scheme  then  carrying  on.  It  was  a ne- 
cessary step  for  chose  men  to  put  him  out  of  tlie 
way,  whose  very  name  and  apprarance,  at  chat 
' time,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  raise  armies 
in  favour  of  tlie  Pfocesiant  succession,  and  the 
, liberties  of  his  (fountry : but  he  could  not  but 
observe,  that  as  serviceable  as  it  was  for  the 
measures  of  chose  men  to  wound  his  character, 
it  Was  now  a reproach  to  chekingdom,  that  those 
groundless-aspersions,  tvhich' had  been  cast  upon 
him,  should  remain  upon  the  jonmats  of  the 
Parliament.  That  another  great  lord,  [the 
lord  viscount  Townsbehd]  foil  under  the  vio- 
lenra  of  those  times,  whose  prosecution  was  a^ 
tended  uith  uncommon  fury.  Tiiathioisclfhad 
Slime  share  in  justifying  that  great  inan  in  tills 
House,  when  he  was  voted  an  enemy  to  his 
country.  That  he  observed  at  riiut  time,  aud 
the  event  has-  made  it  evident,  that  chu  Barrier 
was  but  die  pretence,  and  the  great  services  be 
had  done  to  die  Prutestant  succession,  was  the 
true  provocation  which  drew  (bat  rage  upon 
Him.  That  two  otlier  honourable  gentleuien, 
[Mr.  Sscretary  Stanhope  and  Mr.  K.  Walpole 
then  sitting.nenr  him,]  had'folt  the  severity  of 
those  dines ; they  had  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  zeal  and  firmness  to  the  ttue  interea 
of  their  couutry,  and  were-  loo  considerable 
to  eivapB  the  malice  of  chose  who  had  other 
views.  That  chose  proceedings,  how  un- 
certain soever  the  design  of~'tlieiu'  might 
appenr  while  they  were  transacting,  have  been 
sufficiently  explained  by  what  has  followed. 
That  the'Rsme  of  chat  general,  for  whose  im- 
mediate'serviceihe  great  man  first  mentioned, 
was  blemished,  and  for  whom  ciiere  was  vanity 
enough  CO  make  him  his  rival,  is  now  become 
Hie  reproach  of  his  family  and  country : He 
nvowsche  service  of  Hie  Pretender,  and  ore 
long  we  may  hear  of  him  at  the  head  of  an  ex'- 
peilition'  for  establishing  Popery  and  arbitrary 
power,  That  the  secretary  of  state,  who  di^ 
tinguished  himself  in  the  pursuit  of  the  other 
great  lord,  bus  sufficiently  explained  his  de- 
signs CO  the  whole  world  ; and  the  next  tidings 
that  wc  m-jy  expect  from  abroad,  is,  chat  lie 
has  taken  upon  him  the  character  of  a minister 
to  the  Pretender.  Tliat  be  looked  upon  the 
disabling  the  great  asserters  of  ilie  Proiesuiic 
interest,  to  ben  second, and  no  small  part  oFtlie 
scheme ; and  while  these  things  were  carrying 
on,  ibcir  little  engines  and  tools  were  carrying 
on  their  work  in  Westminster-hall.  Tiiat  every 
man  who  foi-oured , the  Hanover  succession, 
was  to  be  worried,  and  all  open  and  scandefouz 
asserters  of  contrary  principles,  were  treated 
with  ail  tlie  care  and  tenderness  of  friends, 
ChartCTS  of  corporations  were  attacked  in  a 
iiinre  unprecedented'  and  dangerous  manner, 
tlian  in  former  times,  when  practices  of  that 
kind  weremostjustly  complained  of,  and  no 
ratotiS'Wftx  k;R.:uaiii»ted:itb's{i!sngdiM  iheof 
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kIvm  in  that  respect.  Tbathe  would  not  then 
troable  the  House  tin;  mure  upon  that  iiead, 
having  some  ifaijughts,  ere  long,  to  present 
them  with  a small  coUection  of  Uiings  of  iluit 
Lind,  fur  their  serious  cuiisideration.  Thutilie 
mnster-strolics  of  this  grand  scheme,  were  yet 
heliind : .That  the  surest  way  to  destroy  the 
government,  lus  been  always  thought  to  he  by 
iu  own  lumds,  that  is,  by  the  aulliorily  and 
power  of  piirliament.  For  this  purpose  e con* 
federacy,  pv  nbicb  the  liberties  of  Europe  liad 
been  so  loug  sustained  sgaiost  the  power  of 
France,  was  broke  to  pieces  by  yotes  that  were 
obtained  in  tills  House  in  the  most  extraordi- 
nary manner.  That  the  honour  of  the  nation, 
the  balance  of  power,  and  the  Frotestaat  in* 
teiest  in  Europe,  were  eScctually  given  up  in 
tbe  negociations  and  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
by  whidi  France  was  restored  to  its  ancient 
end  formidable  state  i and  every  body  remem- 
bered how  neat  they  were,  by  tbe  same  in- 
fluences, to  have  given  up  the  whole  trade  of 
tJie  nation,  to  the  interest  of  the  French  king, 
who,  afler  that,  had  no  suitable  return  left  for 
Jiiffl  to  make  for  such  services,  but  to  bestow 
upon  them  a Pretender,  bred  up  in  his  own 
faitb,  end  in  liis  own  politics.  That  nothing 
could  have  obstructed  this,  but  the  many  mi- 


wben  his  power  throughout  Europe  was  un- 
contestible  ; ,and,  by  the  measures  that  had 
been  takeq,  tlie  Protestaut  succession  had 
scarce  a friend  left  in  the  world.  That  tbe 
king's  accession  to  tbe  throne,  accompanied  by 
so  many  providential  circumstances,  as  it  disap- 
pointed the  immediate  execution  of  thescheme, 
BO  it  quieted  the  spirit  of  those  men  fur  some 
time.  Ihat  if  the  House  would  make  a right 
judgment  of  the  present  Rebellion,  th^y  must 
compare  tbe  steps  (bat  immediately  preceded 
it,  with  those  that  were  taken  in  the  last  reign, 
when  the  liope  wns  to  iiave  brought  ahnut  tbe 
same  end  without  asiroke.  That  thesaine  en- 
dearours  soon  apepsred  to  propagate  the  same 
principles,  both  in  church  and  scato;  and  tiiose 
endeavours,  thaugb  at  first  not  so  open,  were 
yet  as  restless  to  criate  dissatisfaction  ngainEC 
bis  majesty's  guTerameiit,  as  they  had  been  be- 
fore to  prevent  iu  taking  place.  As  tbe  en- 
couragement giew  stronger,  tumults  and  riots 
were  universally  fomented;  and  it  was  well 
known  from  whiit  quarter  they  rase,  nnd  against 
whom  they  were  levelled  ; but  yet  no  one  in- 
Btaiice  bus  been  assigned,  throughout  his  ad- 
iniiiistralion,  that  could  olTcud  or  provoke  nny  ' 
but  a Jacobito  spirit.  That  his  majesty  has 
done  more  for  ilie  liunaur  of  the  cburcli,  and 
the  true  interest  of  hiakiiigdom.thaii  any  of  bis 
predecessors,  in  Uiree  times  l he  camber  ofyeius: 
That  his  personal  virtues,  and  (be  wisdom  aud 
eieadiocis  of  lus  government  iiave  retrieved 
tiie  honour  and  reputation  of  his  kingdomi, 
which  had  been  to  shamefully  lost  t That  liis 
'weiglii  and  influence  abroad,  und  the  credit  he 
bus  obtained  in  all  (be  knuwn  parts  uf  the  world 
have  already  procured  the  settlement  of  (he 
waiters  mr^itfeteaa  Ute  tw  nhs®'': 


powers  of  Europe,  from  whom  alone  wo  can 
expect  assistance  in  limes  of  danger.  That 
DO  single  instance  can  he  assigned  of  bnrdsliip 
or  oppression  to  any  one  of  liis  subjects,  or 
that  can  give  a just  reason  of  dissatisfaction ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  those  who  have  shewn  tbe 
greatest  aversion  to  his  government,  have  re- 
ceived the  kindest  invitations,  and  enjoyed  the 
higliest  indulgences  from  him  ; that  if  any  er- 
rors may  have  been  committed  in  any  parts  of 
tbe  adiniiiistration,  during  the  present  dis- 
orders, every  honest  luan  ought  to  judge  of 
them  by  this  one  rule,  that  is,  the  plain  design 
for  wliich  all  measures  are  calculated,  which 
every  body  must  admit  to  be  the  preservatioa 
of  tbe  Protestant  snccession : That  all  incidents 
of  sneban  admioistralion  ought  to  be  covered  ' 
orjustified  by  the  bierest  tliat  shall  appear  .to 
be  carried  on  tbrougbout  tbe  whole:  That  by 
the  same  rule  of  justice,  when  the  destruction 
of  the  common  interest  was  the  plain  inteniion 
of  tbe  late  administration,  the  greatest  weight 
ought  to  be,  laid  oo  every  little  circumstance 
that  attended,  in  order  to  obtain  a public  eatis- 
faettoo.  That  by  takiog  in  all  these  conside- 
ratiuns,  he  thought  tbe  House  would  make  a 
full  and  right  judgment  of  tbe  nature  ui  this 
Hebeliion ; from  whence  it  Cook  its  rise,  how 
deep  it  had  taken  root,  to  what  influences  ■( 
was  owing,  and  how  far  it  extended  ; That  tbe 
part  the  lord  Derwentwater  and  Olliers,  bad 
taken  iu  it,  were  to  be  considered  as  the  first 
symptoms  of  that  geueral  disorder,  for  which 
so  much  foundatiun  was  laid  ; for  which  rea- 
son, he  thought  that  (he  House  could  not 
consider  this  otherwise,  than  as  tbe  cause  of 
the  nation,  in  tbe  strongest  manner.  That 
in  justice  to  tbe  king,  as  well  ns  to  the  people, 
tiiey  ought  to  take  this  into  tlieir  own  bands, 
andxiot  to  entrust  the  prosecution  ofitwiib 
any  body  but  themselves.  That  every  body 
knew  to  what  hazards  prosecutions  in  the  or- 
dinary course  of  justice,  were  liable,  tliough 
. they  were  never  so  well  concerted  by  those 
' whose  business  it  was  to  carry  them  on  : but 
bow  sure  soever  ihissuccess  might  be,  in  n case 
so  notorious  as  this,  yet  it  was  obvious  to  every 
body  of  what  difle-rent  weight  and  influence  (he 
prosecutions  of  parliament  were,  from  those  in 
tiw  ordinary  forms.  That  he  owned  he  was 
surprised  (hat  any  measures  had  lieen  takenof 
that  kind,  against  the  Pears  who  bad  been  taken 
in  open  rebellion,  a parliament  sitting,  which 
bod  shewed  so  much  zeal,  and  had  contributed 
so  much  to  the  preservation  of  llie  governiuent, 
especially  at  a time  when  the  cruwii  on  the 
king’s  bead  was  fighting  for.  That  be  very  well 
knew,  that  tfaoi^h  the  House  of  Commons 
riglit  of  impeaching  criminals  was  unlimited, 
yet  they  would  exercise  chat  power  by  ilie 
rules  of  wisdom  and  discretion,  and  nut  eiigoge 
in  trivial  matters,  but  in  such  uiily,  wkerc  tbe 
ofienders  were  pot  within  the  reach  of  the  or- 
dinary justice,  or  the  nature  of  their  crimes 
such  as  were  not  fit  to  be  meddled  witb  by  (he 
ordinary  jurtsdiciiont.  That  the  case  oflbo  lords 
ipkeisr  in  < ^qioTiop;,  g«4 
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of  ffhicb  tbe  proof  would  be  easy ; but  tbough  | 
sot  fron  the  difficulty  of  tbe  prusecuiion,  yet 
from  the  weight  aud  cooiequence  of  it,  he 
thought  lie  need  say  little  more  to  convince 
the  House,  to  make  it  their  own  prosecution, 
by  wluch  they  engtigeH  every  commoner  in 
Great  Britain,  as  an  immediate  party  against 
those  who  had  carried  a war  into  tbe  bowels  of 
the  kingdom.  That  no  instance  ever  liad 
risen  in  the  English  history,  where  their  an- 
cestors hod  permitted  a prosecution  of  this 
kind,  against  the  chief  actors,  to  be  carried 
any  where  bnt  in  full  Parliament.  That  the 
five  Popish  lords  were  pursued  by  the  loud 
voice  and  weight  of  tbe  Commons  of  England  ; 
and  though  at  that  time  the  nation  was  in 
peace,  they  would  not  permit  the  fate  of  th(»e 
prosecutions  to  depeno  on  the  care  or  skill  of 
those  who  are  versed  in  the  ordinary  forms  of 
justice;  and  their  success  was  answerable. 
That  be  owned  his  desire,  upon  all  occasions 
to  raise  (he  honour  and  authority  of  parlia- 
ments, which  he  thought  the  greatest  support  of 
the  honour  ami  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown ; 
for  which  reason,  he  took  this  occasion  to  speak 
more  fully  to  tbe  nature  of  impeachments,  and 
tbe  rather,  because  he  apprehended  some  gen- 
tlemen bad  mistaken  notions  concerning  them : 
chat  the-  power  of  impeachments  was  the  most 
valuable  and  useful  privilege  that  belonged  to 
the  body  of  the  Cummons,  at  least  equal  to 
that  of  giving  money,  which  belongs  solely  to 
them.  Tbutgeutlemen  need  not  he  apprehen- 
sive of  any  intricacies  in  those  proceedings,  es- 
peciallyat  a time,  and  upon  an  occasion,  wlien 
there  was  no  doubt  of  the  concurrence  of  both 
I Houses.  I'bac  the  Iiupeachments  were  in 
I tlicmselves  more  plaiu,  regular,  and  disentang- 
led, chan  any  other  forms  of  justice.  That 
I they  were  pariicalarly  excepted  out  of  the  late 
I statute  of  treasons,  which  bad  very  much  fet- 
^ tered  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings.  TImi 
Impeachmeiitt  were  never  made  diffimt,  but 
when  they  were  carried  on  against  ibe  ioclina- 
I tiOQ  of  tbe  crown,  or  at  a lime  when  there  was 
' no  good  understanding  between  tbe  two 
Hoascs;  when  .little  occasions  might  be  sought 
I to  raise  disputes,  and  interrupt  luem;  or  mse 
I when  they  are  uoderuken,  before  they  are 
I wcllcoDsidereii ; which  could  not  he  tbe  pre- 
I sent  case.  That  there  was  another  reason, 

. which  upon  this  occasion  should  determinegen- 
tlumcninlo  this  method;  wliich  was  the  eon- 
I sequence  of  the  jurigmeni  that  should  be  nb- 
tmned  against  those  Lords ; he  asserted  it  as 
his  clear  opinion,  and  which  he  thought  be 
I Muld  maintain,  That  no  pardon  under  the 
I ureatSeol  could  discharge  ajudgmeot  obtained 
I tile  Impeachment  of  the  Commons : that 

I opiiiioD  bad  been  strenuously  asserted  in 
thislinusein  former  reigns;  and  he  thought 
weakened  by  the  declaration  in  the  Act 
®f  Settlement  of  the  crown  upon  die  House  of 
Uanover.  That  heliod  lieaid  of  a very  new 
viSiinctioD  that  hod  been  coined  without  doon, 
avoid  this  opinion,  viz.  ‘ That  the  prdon 
iHw  not  plw^g||h?w,}^.pftlte.ipfflwb«e«»  r 


' nnd  to  prevent  tbe  Commons  from  examining 
‘ into  the  offence;  but  that  it  was  pleadable 
' after  judgment,  and  in  bar  of  execution.’ 
That  whenever  that  question  should  come  pro- 
perly before  them,  he  undertook  to  shew  the 
idleuesa  and  absurdly  of  (bnt  distinction ; that, 
if  that  distinction  was  framed  to  make  court  to 
the  prerogative,  he  thought  it  tbe  most  false 
nnd  destructive  piece  uf  fiattery  of  the  kind, 
that  ever  had  been  raised.  That  it  was  the 
greatest  ease,  security,  and  support  of  the  crown 
m his  opinion,  instead  of  any  diminution  of  it, 
that  no  such  power  should  be  lodged  there,  to 
be  exercised  on  any  occasion,  to  prevent  tlie 
possibility  of  the  crown's  being  wrought  upon 
by  any  influences  to  defeat  tlie  judgment  given 
in  full  parliament,  with  tbe  concurrence  olboch 
Hooses,  against  the  highest  offenders;  which 
must  inevitably  create  ibegreatestjcaiousy,  and 
cause  the  highest  dissatisfactiuus  between  the 
crown  and  the  people : for  this  ressno,  he  took  it 
to  be  tbe  greatest  advantage  to  the  crown,  that 
the  constitution  of  the  kingdom  bad  not,  at  he 
thought,  invested  it  with  any  such  power;  and 
on  the  other  side  it  would  clearly  appear,  that 
such  a power  was  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
fundamental  rights  nf  parliament.  That  he 
owned  he  was  surprised  to  hear,  that  any  sneb 
distinction  should  be  started  at  this  time : but 
if  the  law  was  as  he  apprehended  it  to  be,  it 
was  the  strongest  reason  for  the  Commons  to 
interpose  in  tills  prosecution,  to  defend  tbe 
cronm  from  tbe  many  importunities  to  which  it 
would  be  subject  in  the  ordinary  course  ofjas- 
;tice;  and  that  the  weight  of  the  prosecution, 
and  the  consequences  of  it,  should  be  borne  by 
: tbe  Commuos,  as  it  onght  to  be  in  a case  so  na- 
tioual  as  this.  That  it  gentlemen  wanted  any 
other  motives  to  induce  them  to  make  tltis  pro- 
secution their  own,  be  had  a paper  in  his  band 
which  would  fire  the  tlioughts  of  every  gen- 
tleman there,  [meaning  tbe  Pretendei^s  De- 
claration.*] That  iinbMy  could  read,  without 


* The  Pretender's  Decuhatiok  was  in  tbe 
fullowiog  terms  : 

« J.  R. 

“ James  8,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  SenC- 
laml,  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  de- 
fender of  tbe  laitb,  &c.  to  all  our  luring  sui>- 
jecls  of  what  degree  or  quality  soever,  greeting. 
As  we  are  firmly  resolved  never  to  omit  any 
opportunity  of  asserting  our  undoubted  title  ta 
the  imperil  crown  of  these  renJms,  and  of  eu- 
deavouring  to  put  ourself  into  the  possession 
of  that  right,  which  is  devolved  upon  os 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  ; so  must  we,  in 
justice  to  the  semiments  of  our  own  heart,  de- 
clsre,  that  nothing  in  this  world  con  give  us  so 
great  satisfaciloii,  as  tn  owe  to  the  endeavours 
of  our  loyal  subjects,  both  otir.and  their  re- 
storation to  that  happy  settlement,  which  can 
alone  deliver  this  church  aud  uatiou  frum  the 
calamiues  wbicli  cb^  lie  at  present  under, 
and  from  those  future  miseries,  which  mustbe 
the  consequences  of  tbe  present  aiurpacioii. 
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the  utmost  iudigoatioa,  tlie  personal  indignities 
that  Mere  ihereio  castupon  the  best  of  princes, 
whose  tide  to  the  crown,  tliej  were  bound  bj 
all  the  lies  of  duty,  al^tion,  and  interest,  to 
maiouiin.  That  the  House  could  do  no  less 


memory,  tbe  happiness  which  our  people  en- 
joyed, toheoed  in  some  degree  the  harrlsllip  of 
our  own  fate  : nnd  we  must  further  conl'ess, 
that  niieii  we  reflected  on  tlie  goodness  ofher 
nature,  and  lier  inclinations  to  justice,  we 
could  not  but  persuade  ourself,  that  she  in- 
teuded  to  estublisli  and  perpetuate  the  peace, 
which  she  had  gircii  to  these  kingdoms,  by 
destroying  furerer  all  compeiiiioa  to  the  sue* 
cession  of  the  crown,  and  by  securing  to  us  at 
lest  the  eoloymentof  thst  inberiinocc,  out  of 
which  we  had  been  so  long  kept,  which  her 
conscience  must  iiUurm  her  was  our  due,  and 
which  her  principles  must  lead  her  to  desire, 
that  wemigiit  obtain. 

“ But,  since  the  time  when  it  pleased  ^1- 
migb^  God  to  put  a period  to  her  life,  and  not 
to  suffer  us  to  throw  oorselfi  as  we  then  fully 

froposed  to  have  dime,  upon  our  people,  we 
ave  not  beco  able  to  look  oo  tbe  present  con- 
dition of  our  kingdoms,  nr  to  consider  tiieir  iii- 
lure  prospect,  without  all  the  horror  uud  in- 
diguatioD,  which  ought  to  fill  the  breast  of 
every  Scociman. 

“ We  have  beheld  a foreign  family,  aliens  to 
nur  counecy,  distant  in  blood,  and  strangers 
even  to  our  language,  ascend  the  throne. 

“ Webaveseenthsieins  of  government  put 
into  the  bands  of  a faction ; and  that  authority, 
which  was  designed  fur  the  protection  of  all, 
«tercised  by  a few  of  the  worst,  to  the  op- 
pression of  the  best  aiidgreatest  number  of  our 
Btibjects.  Our  sister  has  not  been  left  at  rest 
iu  her  grave  ; her  name  has  bean  scurrilously 
abused  ; her  glory,  as  far  as  in  these  people 
lay,  insolendy  defaced,  and  her  foithful  ser- 
vants inhumanly  persecoted-.  A parliament 
1ms  been  procured  by  the  most  unwarrantable 
influences,  and  by  the  grossest  corruption,  to 
serve  the  vilest  ends.  And  they,  who  ought  to 
lie  the  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  die  people, 
are  become  the  instruments  of  tyranny.  Wliilst 
the  principal  powers  engaged  in  tbe  late  wars 
enjoy  tbe  blessings  of  peace,  and  are  atttmtive 
10  msebarge  their  debts,  and  ease  their 
people  ; Great  Britain,  in  the  midst  of  peace, 
feels  all  the  lond  of  a war.  New  debts  are 
contracted.;  new  armies'  are  rsised  at  home  ; 
Dutch  forces  are  broughi  into  these  kingdoms ; 
aod  by  taking  possession  of  tbe  duchy  of  Bre- 
men,m violation  of  tbe  public  fKtili,  a dooris 
opened  by  the  usurper  to  let  in  nn  inundation 
of  foreigners  from  nbrsad,  and  to  reduce  these- 
nations  to  the  sbite  of  a province,  tu  one  of  tbe 
mosi  inconsiderable  pronoces  of  theempire. 

“ Tliese  are  some  few  of  ifae  many  real  evils, 
into  nhitfo  thesQ  kingdoms  have  been  betrayed, 
under  pretence  of  being  rescued,  and  secured 
from  dangers  purely  imaginary.  And  these 
ore  die  consequences  of  abandoning  the  old 
cosuituUtmf ~at'  y/ir  per thtwU  ■.■mnelre^' 
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than  to  reseut  this  so  for,  as  to  make  them- 
selves the  prosecutors  of  those  who  avowed  this 
cause  of  the  Pretender,  and  set  themselves  at 
the  head  of  armies,  m tbe  heart  of  the  king's 
dominions.  That  in  this  paper,  the  Uonsa 


many  of  tliose,  who  promoted  tbe  present  un- 
^ just  and  illegni  setiiemeut  never  intended. 

I “ Weob»rve,  with  the  utmost  satbfoction, 
that  tile  generality  of  oursubjecis  are  awaken- 
rd  with  3 just  sens*  of  their  danger ; and  that 
they  shew  themselves  disposed  to  take  such 
measures,  as  mny  effectually  rescue  them  from 
that  bundi^  ; which  has,  by  die  artifice  of  a 
few  designiof  men,  and  by  tlie  concurrence  of 
many  unhappy  enUKs,  bees  brought  upon 

“ We  adore  (be  wisdom  of  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, wliicli  has  opened  a way  to  our  restora- 
tion, by  tbe  success  of  those  very  measures,  that 
were  laid  to  disiippoint  us  for  ever.  And  we 
most  earnestly  conjure  all  our  loving  subjects, 
not  to  suffer  that  spirit  to  faint  or  die  away, 
which  has  been  so  miraculousiy  raised  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  : bnt  to  pntsae,  with  all 
tbevigourand  hopes  of  success,  whicksiajuM 
and  righteous  a cause  ongbn  to  inspiro,  cheat 
methods,  which  the  finger  of  God  seems  to 
point  out  to  liiem. 

“We  are  come  to  take  nur  part  in  all  the 
dangers  and  dsflicolties,  to  which  any  of  our 
subjects,  from  the  greatest  down  to  the  mean- 
est, may  be  eapos^  nn  this  important  occa- 
sion, to  reUeve  our  subjecta  of  Sifetiend  from 
the  bardshipsthey  groan  under  on  accouuc  of 
the  late  nunappy  union,  and  to  restorethekiog- 
dum  to  its  aneieot,  free,  and  indepeiidentstate'. 

“ We  have  befiire  our  eyes  tlu  example  of 
our  royoLgrandfather,  who  foil  a sacrifice  tu 
rebellion  ; and  of  our  myai  ancle,  who,  by  a 
tminof  rairaeJes,  escaped  the  rageofthe  barba- 
rous aud  blood-thirsty  rebels,  and  lived  to  ex- 
ercise his  clemency  towards  th'^se,  who  had 
waged  naeagainst  his  father  and  himself ; who 
had  driven  him  to  seek  shelter  m.  foreign  lands, 
and  who  had  even  set  a price  npon  his  Iiead. 

“ We  see  the  same  instances  of  croelcy  re- 
newed against  us  by  men  of  the  same  princi- 
ples, without  any  otb^  rrasoo  tlian  tile  con- 
sciousness of  their  own  gniit,  and  tlie  implaca- 
ble malice  of  their  own  hearts.  For,  m the 
nccountofsuch  men,  it  is  a crime  suffioient-to 
be  born  their  king.  But  God  forbid,  that  we 
should  tread  in  these  steps,  or  that  the  cause  of 
a lawful  prince  and  no  injured  people  should  bo 
carried  un  like  that  of  usurpatimr  and  trianuy, 
and  owe  its  support  to  meatsins.  We  shall 
copy  afier  the  patterns  abnvemenlioned,  and 
be  ready,  witli  the  former  of  our  royal  ances- 
tors, to  seal  the  cause  of  our  connny,  if  such 
be  tbe  will'  of.  Heaven,  with  our  blo^.  But 
we  hope  for  better  things:  We  hope,  with  the 
latter,  tn  see  uur  just  rights,  and  those  of  tha 
chorcli  and  people  of  Scotland,  once  more  set- 
tled in  a free,  ludependenc  SonU  parliament, 
un  their  ancient  roundatlon.  To  such  a pnr- 
-»Qli  Lntaedi^wly  c*U) 


837]  PARL.  HISTORY,  2 Geosce  I.  \‘}\^^Imptachment  tjf  the  Hetiel  Lordt.  fS38 


woalti  se«I>ov*  tbrjr  were  created  chemteiTes; 
that  the;  were  represented  bs  the  most  illegal 
and  infamousassenibijof  men  ibaCeveriiiecco* 
eether.  Tliat  these  considerations  ougliC  in 
jostice  Co  onicnate  and  iaTigorate  their  pro- 
ceedings in  ever;respec(,  nntil  the  invetM’oc; 
aod  insolence  of  the  enemy  were  entirely  snb- 
doed  ! that  he  did  not  think  that  the  proceed- 
ings erf  this  House  ought,  in  any  case,  to  be  go- 
reraed  by  vindictive  considerations,  but  by 
socli  circumstances  only,  as  from  their  real 
weight  and  conserjoence  called  for  the  interpo- 
sition of  theCommons ; time  be  was  sensible 
that  the  Commons  had  B great  work  upon  their 
bands,  npon  other  Impeachments,  nliicb  they 


iball  we  entirely  refer  bolii  our  and  their  in- 
terests, being  sensible,  that  these  interests, 
ngfatly  uiiderstoorf,  are  always  the  seme.  Let 
the  civil  as  well  as  relipous  rights  of  all 
our  subjects  receive  their  confirmation  in  such 
1 parliament.  Let  consciences  truly  lendcrbe  : 
indulged.  Let  property  of  every  kind  be  bet- 
ter than  ever  secure.  Let  an  act  of  general 
grace  aud  amnetty  exiiuguish  the  fears  even 
of  the  most  guilty.  If  possible,  let  tbe  very 
remembrance  of  all,  which  have  preceded  thi« 
happy  moment,  be  utterly  blotted  out,  that  our 
lubjeMmay  be  united  ta  us,  and  to  eneb  other, 
in  tlie  strictest  bonds  of  auction  as  well  as 
int«est. 

And  that  nothing  may  be  omitted,  which 
isio  our  power  to  contribote  to  this  desirable 
end,  we  do,  by  these  presents,  absolutely  and 
efieetually,  for  ut,  oor  heirs  and  sncceseors, 

Cordon,  remit,  and  dischaige,  all  crimes  of 
igh  treason,  misprisioa  of  treason,  and  aH 
other  crimes  and  alreoces  whatsoever,  dune  or 
cumroitted  against  os,  or  our  royal  father,  of 
blessed  memory,  by  any  of  our  sulneets,  of 
what  degree  or  quality  soever,  who  shall,  at  or 
afler  our  landing,  and  before  they  engage  in 
any  action  ngoinst  ua,  or  our  forces,  firom  tbttt 
time,  lay  hold  of  mercy,  and  return  to  ihai 
duty  and  allegiance,  wbicb  thejuve  to  us,  their 
■niy  rightful  and  iawfni  sovereign, 

“ By  the  joint  endeavours  of  us  and  our 
parliament,  urged  by  these  motives,  and  di- 
rected by  these  views,  we  may  hope  to  see  the 
poace  and  fiourisbing  estate  of  this  kingdom  in 
a shore  time  restorea;  and  we  shall  be  equally 
forward  to  concert  with  our  parliament  sucb 
furthermeasures,  as  may  he  thought  necessary 
ftr  leaving  the  same  to  future  generations. 

.**  And  we  hereby  require  all  sherifi  of 
“ires,  Stewarts  of  stewarties,  or  their  deputies, 
*>hI  magistrates  of  bu^hs,  to  publish  this  our 
“•e^ratioii,  immediately  after  it  ihsill  come  to 
their  hands,  in  the  usnal  places  and  manner, 
onder  pain  of  being  proceeded  against  for 
‘•dure  thereof,  and  forfeiting  the  benefit  of 
our  general  pardon. 

Given  under  our  sign  manual  and  privy  sig- 
fWjat  our  Court  of  Comroercy,  the  qsili  day 
t>t  October,  and  in  tbe  15th  year  of  our 


bad  thought  fit  CO  enter  upon,  and  which  were 
still  depending;  that  he  knew  also  what  situa- 
tion these  Impeachments  were  in;  and  lioped 
they  would  be  resumed  and  carried  on  in  due 
season,  wiUt  the  same  vigour  with  which  they 
were  undertaken : tlint  bs  likewise  believed,  that 
tbe  nation  expected  ilmt  thek  inquiries  upon 
chat  head  should  be  extended,  and  appear  to 
bo  impartial,  it  not  being  possible  that  agreaier 
didiouuur  could  be  brought,  or  an  heavier  im- 
putation cast  upon,  the  proceedings  of  chat 
Huuse,  llian  that  of  partiality,  wbicb  couhl 
not  fail  to  sink  their  credit,  aud  to  prevent  all 
the  good  efiecta  Uiat  were  hoped  and  expected 
from  them ; however  he  concluded,  tlint  every 
gentleman  would  agree  with  him,  tliat  die  pre- 
sent situation  and  conjuucture  of  afiairs  made 
it  necessary  to  give  thopreference  to  those  Lords 
who  had  been  taken  in  open  rebellion:  and 
thereupon  be  impeached  James  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater  of  High  Treason;  which  Impeach- 
ment lie  undertook  to  make  good. 

Tht  Commons  rtsoloe  to  impeseb  tbe  Lorda 
Dmvenfadfer,  Widtlringtca,  Hiihisdale,  IVin- 
toun,  CuTTwafh,  Keninure  and  Nairn  ef  High 
Treaton."]  Upon  tliis,  ibe  Huuse  resolved  to 
impeach  tliesaid  earl  of  High  Treason;  as 
they  did  likewise,  upon  the  motions  severally 
mnde  by  Mr.  W.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Boscawen, 
Mr.  Hampden,  lord  Finch,  the  earl  ofllert- 
ford,  and  Mr.  'VVorlley,  to  impeach  of  the  same 
crime,  William  iordwiddrington,  William  earl 
of  Nichisdale,  George  earl  of  Wintoun,  Robert 
earl  of  Carnwath,  William  viscount  Kenmure, 
and  William  lord  Nairn.  Then  Mr.Lechmere 
and  the  other  six  members,  in  pursuance  of  the 
commands  of  (he  House,  carrieil  up  an  Im- 
peachment to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
in  the  words  following,  viz. 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  iu  Par- 
liament assembled,  having  received  bifbrmatlon 
of  divers  Treasons  committed  by  a great  Peer 
> of  this  Hoose,  James  earl  of  Oerwentwaier, 
have  commanded  me  to  impeach  the  said  James 
' earl  of  Derwentwater  of  High  Treason  : and  I 
do  here,  iu  their  names,  and  in  tlie  names  of all 
tbe  CommonsofGreat  Britain,  impeach  the  said 
James  earl  of  Derwentwater  of  iJigb  Treason. 
And  I am  farther  commanded  by  ilic  House  of 
Commons,  to  acquaint  your  lordships  that  thqy 
will,  with  all  convenient  speed,  exhibit  Articles 
to  make  good  the  charge  against  him.'*  • 

Tbe  ocher  six  Impeachments  were  all  In  tbe 

AaTfClBS  OF  iMBBacBMEKT  XOalHaT  THE 
Earls  of  DcnwEifTWATBR,  NirHisOALE, 
CaRKWATH,  ASD  WlWTOE  ; ViSCOUKT  Kes- 
MCIBG,  AND  TBE  Lords  WlDDBlKOTUH  AND 
Nairn.]  Tbessud  seven  members  being  re- 
turned CO  the  House,  and  having  repotted  what 
they  had  done,  a Gommitcee  was  appointed,  of 
which  Mr.  Lechmere  was  chaimisii,  and  order- 
eti  to  draw  up  Article*  oflmpearlimcntagBinst 
the  seven  impeached  Lords,  w hich  being  drawn 
House, 
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•rfK  csrrird  cn  (be  Lords  by  Mr.  Leclunere. 
They  sre  as  follows : 

ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT  of  Illgb 
Treason  exhibited  against  JAMES  Earl 
of  DERWENTWATER,  WILLIAM 
Lord  WIDDRINOTON,  WILOaM  Earl 
of  NITIIISUALE,  GEORGE  Earl  of 
WINTON,  ROBERT  Earl  of  CARN- 
WATU,  WILLIAM  Viscount  KEN- 
MURE,  and  WILLIAM  Lord  NAIRN. 

“ Whereas  for  tsany  years  last,  a most  nicked 
desiga  and  contruance  has  been  formed  aod 
earned  on,  tosobTerttbeancieotaud  established 
government  and  the  good  laws  of  these  king- 
doms, to  extirpate  Cbe  true  Pracestanc  religion 
tfacreiaestabliibed,  and  to  destroy  its  professors, 
and,  iosiead  thereof,  to  introduce  and  settle 
Popery  and  arbitrary  power;  in  which  unoa- 
turol  and  horrid  conspiracy,  great  numbers  of 
persons  of  difTerent  degrees  and  qualities  have 
concerned  themselves  and  acted ; and  many 
Frotestaots  preteading  an  uncooimnn  zeal  fur 
the  church  of  England,  have  joined  themselves , 
with  professed  Papists,  uniting  their  endeavours 
to  accomplish  anci  execute  the  aforesaid  wicked 
and  traiterons  designs. 

“ And  whereas  it  pleased  Almighty  God,  in 
his  good  Proridence,  and  in  his  great  mercy 
aod  goodness  to  these  nations,  to  crown  the 
unwearied  endeavours  of  his  late  majesty  king 
William  iheSd,  of  ever  gloriou9memory,by  mak- 
ing him  theinstrument  to  procure  theSectlenieiit 
ofthe  Crown  of  ibese  realms  in  the  illustrious 
house  of  Hanover,  as  the  only  means,  under 
God,  Co  preserveoor  religion,  laws,  and  liberties, 
and  to  secure  cbe  Protestant  interest  of  Europe, 
since  ^hicli  happy  establishment,  ilie  said  con- 
spirators have  been  indehitigabie  in  their  en- 
deavours to  dcstrqy  the  same,  and  to  make 
way  for  the  vain  and  groundless  hopes  of  a spu- 
rious impostor  and  Popish  PreCeader  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms;  and,  to  ac- 
complish these  ends,  the  most  immoral,  irre- 
ligious, and  nnchristian-like  methods,  have 
beea  taken  ; but  more  parciculurly  iu  the  last 
years  of  the  reign  of  the  late  queen  Anne,  dur- 
ing which  time  all  imagiuable  endeavours  were 
□sed  by  the  said  conspirators  Co  prejudice  the 
mlndsof  the  subjects  of  this  realm  against  Che 
legality  and  justice  of  the  said  settlement  of  the 
crown  : and,  for  that  purpose,  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures were  wrested,  and  the  most  wholesome 
doctrines  of  the  church  of  England  perverted 
and  abused,'  by  men  in  holy  orders,  in  ibe  most 
public  Bud  scandalons  manner,  in  order  to  coo- 
demn  tbe  justice  of  the  late  happy  Revulution, 
and  thereby  to  sap  nnd  undermine  the  founda- 
tion of  the  said  happy  catablishment ; and  the 
jnostaptorious  instruments  of  these  wicked  par- 
poses  were  countenanced  by  particular  marks 
of  ;wblic  favour  and  distinction  ; false  and 
dangerous  notions  of  a sole  lieredicery  right  w 
the  imperial  emwo  of  these  realms  were  pro- 
pagated iBd-»newfi!geid,,by..p«T»B».'iO;,thB- 


Tl6.—Jrtic}i$  ttflmptaclmauagainsl  [340 

highest  erases  and  employments,  contrary  to 
the  ancient  undoubted  and  established  hiws  of 
these  kingdoms ; Jesuitical  and  scandalous  dis- 
tinctions were  invented,  and  pnblidy  inculcated, 
to  enervate  the  force  and  obliration  of  those 
oaths,  which  had  beea  conrrived  b the  plainest 
and  strongest  terms,  by  the  wistlom  of  parlia- 
ment, fur  cbe  secnricy  of  the  said  establishment, 
and,  to  conceal  their  designs,  thereby  the 
better  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  same, 
great  numbers  ofthe  said  conspirators,  nf  all 
ranks  and  conditions,  pretending  a zealibr  Che 
Protestant  snccessiou,  openly  and  voluntarily 
cook  the  said  oaths;  groundless  fears  of  the 
danger  ofthe  church  of  England  were  fomciUed 
throughout  these  kingdoms,  to  disorder  the 
minds  of  well  disposed  Protestants.  By  ull 
which  and  many  other  such  uugodly  practices 
of  the  said  conspirators,  the  most  causeless 
and  dnngerons  jealousies  and  dissatisfactions 
were  created  in  tbe  minds  of  tbe  good  people 
of  this  kingdom,  and  great  numbers  of  well 
meaning  hut  deluded  Protestants  were  much 
disquieted ; but  nevertheless,  these  dishonest 
methods  were  pursued  by  the  said  conspirators 
with  indefatigable  industry,  as  the  only  means 
CO  weaken  tbe  fouodacioas  of  the  said  happy 
establishment. 

“ And  whereas  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
glorioni  confederacy  against  France,  and  tlie 
loss  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  were 
further  steps  necessary  (o  complete  the  designs 
of  the  said  conspirators,  and  tlie  same  being  ef- 
fected by  the  late  ignominious  peace  with 
France,  the  French  king  was  rendered  formida- 
ble, and  the  Protestant  succession  was  ebareby 
brought  bto  .the  most  immiuent  danger ; and, 
by  these  and  ocher  pernicious  measures,  the 
descincrinn  so  long  intended  by  the  said  con- 
spirators for  these  poor  nntious  seemed  near 
at  hand;  at  which  tune,  and  under  which  most 
deplorable  circnmstances,  It  pleased  Almighty 
G^  in  bis  infinite  wisdom  to  coll  to  himself  the 
late  queen  Anne,  and,  by  a concurrence  uf 
many  most  wonderful  providences,  to  give  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  accession,  to  his  present 
most  gracious  majesty  to  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors, to  which  he  was  received  with  one  full 
voice  and  consent  of  tongue  and  heart,  and  the 
united  joy  ofevery  good  sulyecc  and  good  Fro- 
cescani^  as  their  only  lawful  and  rightful  liege 
lord ; and  although,  feom  the  momeut  his  ma- 
jesty ascended  the  throne  to  ibis  day,  liis  reign 
has  been  one  series  of  wisdom,  justice,  and 
clemency,  bis  labouraconstant,  unwearied,  and 
successful,  to  rctrivethe  honour  nnd  reputation 
of  these  nations,  to  re-establish  the  trade  and 
recover  the  wealth  of  his  kingdoms ; and  ul- 
Chougb  all  imaginable  encouragement  lias  been 
given  to  tlie  church  uf  England,  aud  all  tender- 
ness slicwu  even  to  his  Popish  subjects,  and  hii 
constant  care  hns  been  to  procure  the  universal 
good  of  his  people ; nevertheless  the  said  con- 
spimtors  have,  uy  tbe  most  vile  nnd  impions 
mediods,  renewed  their  endeavours  to  throw 
these  kingdoms  into  die  utmost  confusion,  aod 
.,tp,finiH^il-,flBitU,e^?ji|is?a««tim^  our  po*- 
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terities ; for  thew  mds,  man;  of  the  abore- 
neutiuned  most  wicked  and  dangemus  prac- 
tices have  been  repeated,  with  tiie  uttnoal  Id- 
dusiry  and  ioveteracy,  to  delude,  disorder,  and 
corrupt,  the  nindt  of  bis  majesty’s  good  sub- 
jects; the  most  groundless  Jenlousies  have 
been  fomeuted  against  his  wise  and  bappy  ad- 
lainistration  ; and,  in  many  parts  of  bis  kiog- 
doms,  the  most  uniiataral  unexampled  riots  and 
laiiiuUs,by  the  secret  and  malicious  endeavours 
of  ibc  said  coaspiratois,  have  been  procured, 
stirred  up,  and  encouraged  against  his  peace- 
oble  Protestant  sul^accs,  under  false  pretences 
of  zeal  for  tbe  churcb  of  Zngland,  and  thereby 
more  eHectuolly  to  delude  bis  good  subjects, 
and  s^uce  them  from  tbeir  ^egiauce,  and 
prepntethem  foran  open  rebellion. 

“ And  tbcs.aid  conspirators,  having  at  length 
resolved  to  deprive  these  nations  of  the  inva- 
iuable  blessings  which  they  now  enjoy  ntider 
the  wise  and  gentle  reign  of  bis  present  most 
gracious  majesty  king  George,  and  of  the  cer- 
tain prospect  of  happiness  which  they  have  for 
their  posterity  in  a succession  of  princes  de- 
rived from  himself,  did  contrive,  confederate, 
andyesolve,  to  put  tlieir  most  malicious,  wick- 
ed and  traiterous  designs,  into  immediate  execu- 
tion: for  which  purpose,  James  earlof  Derwent- 
water,  William,  lord  Widdriogton,  William  earl 
of  Nichisdale,  George,  earl  of  Wincon,  Robert 
earl  of  Camwaih,  William  viscount  Kenmurc 
and  Williamlord  ^airo,  together  with  Thomas 
Forster  jun.  lord  Charles  Murray,  Edward 
Howard,  Thomas  Errington,  John  Claverine, 
William  Shaftoe, sir  Francis  Anderton,  Ralph 
Standish,  Richard  Townley,  Thomas  Butler, 
Thomas  Walton,  Gabriel  Hesket,  Richard 
Gascoigne,  and  divers  other  persons,  as  false 
traitors  to  his  present  most  sacred  majesty 
Ung  George,  the  only  lawful  and  undoubted 
sovereign  of  these  kiugdoms,  having  withdrawn 
their  allegiaoce  and  cordial  love,  and  true  and 
dueobedience,  which  th^  asgood  and  faithful 
subjects  owed  to  his  said  majesty,  did  in  or 
about  the  months  of  September,  October,  or 
November,  VfS,  most  wickedly,  maliciously, 
folsely  and  traiterotSsly,  iuiagiue  and  compass 
tire  death  of  his  said  most  sacred  majesty. 

“And,  for  tbe  at^minplisbing  and  executing 
tbeir  said  traiterous  purpose,  they  tbe  said 
. James  earl  of  Derwentwater,  William  lord 
Widdriogton, William  earl  of  Ni^isdnle,  George 
earl  of  Winton,  Robert  of  Carnwath, 
William  viscount  Kenmure,  and  William  lord 
Naim,  did,  in  about  tbe  said  montbs  or  some 
of  them,  and  at  divers  other  times,  and  in  di- 
ven  pkces  within  this  kingdom,  wickedly  and 
traiterausly  agree,  confederate,  conspire,  and 
resolve,  togetherwiih  many  other  evil  disposed 
parsons,  to  raise,  excite,  and  levy  within  the 
^Unties  Of  Tevjotdale,Northnmber1*nd,  Cum- 
berland, and  the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
elsewhere  within  this  kingdom,  a most 
cruel,  bloody,  and  destructive  war  against  bis 
reajesty,  in  order  to  depose  and  murder  bis 
**cred  majesty,  and  to  deprive  him  of  hit  royal 
Kate,  crown,  Snd'diBoiWtertisWsKl  h’.  :lie  ' in’ cr-: 
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“ Ami  tbe  said  James  earl  of  Derweatnater, 
Willinm  lordWiddringion,  William  earl  ofNi- 
tbisdule,  George  earl  of  Winton,  Robert  earl 
Carnwath, William  viscouatKeiunare,  WilJiam 
lordNaim,  their  accomplices  and  confederates, 
in  nr  about  (he  months  aforesaid,  in  the  coua- 
tiesaforesaiH,  or  some  oftliem.did  gather  U’ge- 
thergi«tc  numbers  of  his  majesty’s  subjects, 
and  with  them  did  assemble  in  a warlike  nnd 
traiterous  manner,  in  order  to  raise  tumult- 
and  rebellion  within  this  kingdom;  and,  hav- 
ing proeared  great  (|oaniitics  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion and  warlike  instnimeuts.  at  the  nines  and 
places  aforesaid,  or  same  of  them,  did  fans 
and  compbse,  or  did  assist  in  the  forming  and 
composing  an  army  of  men,  consisting  of  his 
majesty’s  liege  subjecM,  In  order  to  wags  war 
Bgaiust  his  said  majesty;  for  and  in  Lefamf  and 
in  favnnrof  die  said  Pretender  to  the  crown 
of  these  realms ; and  the  said  last  mentioned 
conspirators,  their  accomplices  and  confede- 
rates, at  the  time  and  times  and  places  afore- 
said, and  at  divers  other  times  aiid  places  with- 
in this  kingdom,  did  maliciously  and  traiterausly 
make,  levy  und  raise  war  and  rebellion  iigaiuit 
bis  most  sacred  majesty  ; and  in  a warlike  <uid 
hostile  mhnner,  did  march  through  and  ihvnde 
several  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  did  unlaw, 
fully  take  and  seize  tlie  horses  and  other  tbe 
goods  and  chattels  of  many  of  (he  peaceable 
and  good  subjects  of  his  majesty ; and  mother 
places  did  take  and  seize  from  Ids  majesty's 
faithful  subjects  guns  mid  otiier  warlike  iiistru- 
struments,  for  tbe  carding  on  tbeir  traiterous 
purposes;  and  the  said  last  mentioned  conspi- 
rators, tbeir  complices  a.id  coufederates,  dur- 
ingtbeir march  and  invasion  aforesaid,  in  open 
dwanceofhis  moslsacred  majesty's  jnst  and 
undoubted  title  to  tlie  imperial  crown  of  these 
realms,  did  wickedly  nud  trailerously  cause 
and  procure  tbe  said  Pretender  to  be  proclaim- 
ed in  tbe  most  public  and  sole'mn  manner,  as 
king  of  tbesercalms;  and,  in  several  places  in 
the  counties  aforesaid,  or  some  of  them,  did 
unlawfully  take  and  seize,  from  his  majes^’s 
officers  of  the  revenue,  the  public  money,  for 
the  use  and  service  of  the  said  pretender ; aud 
chough  many  of  the  coospiraturs  ate  avowed 
professors  ui  the  Popish  religion,  yet,  tbe  more 
efTectualW  tv  cover  and  dUgntse  their  musk 
most  wiciced  and  traiterous  designs,  and  to  de- 
lude her  majesty's  subjects,  they  did  prevail 
on  and  procure  several  men  in  holy  orders, 
ministers  of  the  churcb  of  England,  and  who  had 
before  that  time  abjured  the  said  Pretender,  to 
accompaTiy,counteiiance  and  abet,  the  said  most 
traiterous  unterprize ; and  in  several  places  iu 
tbe  counties  aforesaid,  where  the  said  conspi- 
raKira  their  complices  and  confederates  tb^ 
were,  to  pray  for  the  said  Preteoder,  in  tha 
public  churebu,  as  king  of  these  realms. 

“ That  the  said  last  mentioned  conspi- ' 
rators,  their  accomplices  and  confederates, 
did,  in  or  about  the  9ib,  JOtb,  llch,  lStb,or 
18th  of  November  aforesaid,  traiterausly  seize 
and  possess  tbemsdvesofthe  town  of  Prettoa 
ijC'ttBeifj^mityiPrdbUQe^Xt^^dsitncBMDii,-  agaiou 
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bit  majestj;  and  did  liieo  and  there,  in  a war- 
like and  boatita  niaaner,  kr;  war,  oppoae,  en- 
gage, and  figbc  against,  his  majncji's  forces ; 
and  did  then  and  there  caasa  and  procure  a 
miserable  and  horrid  slaughter  and  murder  of 
man/  of  bis  mojestj's  ftiththlsuhjecta. 

“ Alt  irbicli  treasons  and  crimes  above  men- 
tioned were  contrived,  comtoitted,  peiwiraied, 
acted  and  done,  btr  the  said  James  ear!  of  Der- 
vrentwater,  William  lord  Widdriueton,  William 
earl  of  NithJsdale,  George  earl  of  Wiuton,  Ro- 
bert earl  ofCarimach,  Wiltiam  viscount  Ken- 
mure,  William  lord  Nairu,and  other  the  conspi- 
rators nforesaiii,  against  our  sovereign  lord  the 
kmg,  his  crown  and  digait;,  and  contrar;  to  the 
list;  uf  their  alle^aoce,  and  ngoiost  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  kingdom. 

“ Of  all  which  treasons  and  crimes,  thcknigbls, 
citizens  and  burgesses,  in  parliamcntassembled, 
do,  in  the  name  uf  themselves  aud  of  all  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  impeach  the  said 
James  earl  of  Dn'wentwater,  William  lord 
Widdringtnn,  William  ear!  ufNithisdale,  George 
earl  of  Winton,  Robert  earl  ofCamwath,  Wil- 
liam viscount  Keomure,  William  lord  Nairn, 
and  every  of  them. 

“ And  the  said  Commons  by  protestation, 
saving  to  tiiemselves  the  liberty  of  exhibititig 
at  any  time  hereafter  any  other  Accusations  or 
Impeachments  against  the  said  James  earl  of 
Dernentwater,  William  lord  Widdriogton,  Wil- 
liam eatlofNiiliisdale,  George  earl  of  Winton, 
Robert  earl  of  Carnwaih,  William  viscount 
Kenmoie,  and  William  lord  Nttim.or  any  of 
them  ; and  also  of  replying  to  tlie  Answers 
which  the  said  Janies  earl  ofDerwentwaier, 
William  lord  Widdrington,  William  earl  of 
Nilhisdule,  George  earl  of  Winton,  Robert 
earl  of  Carnwaih,  William  viscount  Keninure, 
and  Willitun  lordNairn,  or  any  of  them,  sball 
make  to  tbe  premises,  or  any  of  them,  or  to 
any  impeachment  or  accusation  that  shall  he 
by  them  exhibited,  according  to  tbe  courseand 
praceediugs  nf  parliament : and  d«  pray  that 
tlie  said  James  enrl  ofDerwentwater,  William 
lord  VViddringtoo,  Wiliam  earl  of  Nitliisdole, 
George  earl  of  W intun, Robert  eiui  of  Cnm  watb, 
Wiltiam  viscount  Keomure,  and  William  lord 
Nairn,  be  put  to  answer  all  and  every  the 
premises;  and  that  such  proceedings,  examina- 
tions, trials,  and  judgmeuts,  may  be  upon 
them,  and  even  m tiiuin.  Lad  and  used,  as 
shall  be  agreeable  to  law  aod  justice.” 

Which  Articles  being  read: — The  lord  vis- 
count TownsUendaeqaainted  (he House, “That 
the  said  several  lords  impeached  are  already 
under  commitment  in  his  majesty's  Tower  of 
London." 

Then  tbe  following  Order  was  made:— 
<>  Whereas  (he  Commons  assembled  in  pariia- 
tnent,  having  tills  day  exhibited  to  tbU  House 
Articles  of  Impeacbmeut  uf  High  I’resson, 
agniiisC  James  earl  |of  Derwentwater,  William 
lord  Widdrington,  William  eurl  of  Nitbisdale, 
George  earl  of  Wiocon,  Robert  eurl  of  Cam- 
wadi,  wniiimi  vhetFutiC'K«tu;tiiFey-Bad-Wili;«u 
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lordNairn-:  Icisordered,bytbeIi>rds  spiritual 
and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled,  That  tlm 
said  earl  of  Derwentwater,  lord  Widdrington, 
earl  of  Nitliisdole,  earl  of  Winton,  earl  of  Cam- 
wath,  viscoont  Keomure,  and  lord  Naim,  ba 
brouglit  to  tbe  bar  of  this  House  lo-morrow,  at 
one  o'clock  in  tbe  alkernoon,  lo  hear  the  said 
Articles  read,  and  to  abide  such  farther  order 
as  this  House  sball  tbink  lit  lo  tnakecanceniing 

January  10.  The  Order  being  read,  for 
bringing  said  lords  (o  the  bar  of  this  House, 

CO  bear  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  of  high 
treason,  exhibited  yesterday  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  read  unto  them.  They  were  ae> 
cordingly  brought  to  the  bar,  by  the  gentleman 
Usher  of  tbe  Black  Rod;  where  they  all  kneeled, 
until  tbe  Lord  Chancellor  directed  them  to  rise. 

Then  the  said  Articles  of  Impeachment 
were  read  unto  them : after  which,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  asked  them  severally,  “ What  they 
had  to  say  thereunto?  and,  if  they  bad  any 
tiling  to  request  of  the  House,  this  was  their 

Thereupon  the  earl  of  Derwentwater  ac- 
quainted the  House,  “ He  was  unprepared, 
and  very  iMorant  of  the  forms  uf  their 
lordships  judicature:  and  desired  he  might 
have  a copy  of  the  said  Articles,  and  such 
time  10  answer  as  the  House  should  think  fit; 
and  that  counsel  might  be  assigned  to  assist  him.” 
And  tlie  other  lords  severally  making  the  same 
requests:  they  were  directed  to  withdraw. 
And  being  arcordin^y  withdrawn;  the  House 
took  their  requests  iiim  conslderatiou.  And 
the  entry  in  the  Journal  of  tbe  9th  of  April 
1679,  in  the  case  of  the  Fire  Popish  Lords  im- 
peached being  read ; the  House  ordered.  That 
the  several  C)ids  now  impeached  should  be 
allnwed  copies  of  the  said  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment, and  lime  till  Saturday  next  to  put 
m their  Answers  thereunto;  and  that  counsel 
should  be  assigned  them,  in  order  to  assist 
them  in  preparing  their  Answers,  end  likewise 
in  their  defence  in  matters  of  ^w. 

The  Commoni  Addrett  to  the  King  respect- 
ing the  ReMUon,']  January  10.  The  Com- 
mons agreed  upon  the  fullornDg  Address  Co  his  j 
Majesty : _ _ ! 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  aud  loy^ 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  | 
parliament  assembled  return  your  majesty  , 
our  unfeigned  tliaoks  fur  yoor  most  graciuui 
Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ We  leave  moot  heartily  to  cougratu-  - 
late  your  majesty  upon  the  success  chat  liss  , 

siceuaed  your  arms;  and  it  ic  with  the  greatest  . 

satisfaction  we  observe,  that  tbe  oflicers  and  ' 
soldiers  of  the  army  have,  by  a brave  and 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  deserved  your 
majesty's  approbation ; and  tuat  the  just  and 
necessary  measures,  taken  for  strengthening 
your  mojasiy's  hand^  have  bad  so  good  au 
effect  in  preventing  ituiirreccioiis  in  several 
pil't«uf‘tbl!'luagdbt4.' -<i' ' " 
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" Tbe  wise  end  seasonable  provision,  which 
jour  majesty  has  made,  botli  at  liooie,  and 
I'rotn  abroad,  for  (he  safety  of  (he  nation : 
jour  goodness  in  giving  all  such  estates  as 
shall  be  forfeited  by  this  rebellion  in  ease  of 
jeur  people ; and  the  tender  regard  and  con- 
cero  wliicb  you  have  been  pleased  to  express 
fur  their  sufferings;  call  for  all  the  returns  of 
rtucv,  leaf,  and  affection,  which  railbful  and 
loynl  subjects  can  owe,  or  pay,  to  the  best  of 

“ This  Rebellion,  fur  which  not  the  least 
colour  of  provocation  has  been  given,  as  it 
ought  very  justly  to  be  tbe  object  of  your 
majestv's  contempt;  so  it  nuses  in  your  truly 
loyal  ComnviDS  the  highest  resentment  and 
inri^nuiioii  against  those  ungrateful,  desperate 
rebels,  whose  pernicious  principles,  private 
discontents  and  disappointments,  tiave  en> 
gaged  them  to  involve  ibeir  country  ia  blood  ' 
and  confusion. 

" We  look  with  pity  upon  those  unliappy  ' 
deluded  people,  who,  by  false  pretences,  and 
tnalicious  insiountions,  have  been  betrayed 
into  dieir  own  destruction:  but  we  detest,  and 
will  do  our  utmost  to  confound,  the  devices  of 
those,  who  professing  an  unlimited  obedience, 
have  stirred  up  a rebellion  against  your  majes- 
ty ; and  uuder  tbe  disguise  of  the  danger  of  tbe 
dmrch  are  eodeavourfflg  to  introduce  popery : 
and  when  we  reflect,  that  nothing  less  than 
our  holy  religion,  your  majesty’s  crown,  nnd 
tlie  liberties  of  our  country,  are  concerned  in 
tbe  evenc  of  ibis  wick»  undertaking,  we 
canaot  but  with  astonishment  observe  tbe  in- 
differenoe  of  some  in  this  great  aud  important 
juncture. 

But  your  faithful  Commons,  with  hearts 
full  of  a due  sense  of  die  iuvahilnabie  blessings 
which  they  enjoy  under  your  majesty’s  most 
auspicious  government,  offer  their  lives  and 
fortuoes  in  defence  of  yoar  undoubted  title  to 
the  crown,  in  support  of  the  prucestaiit  reli- 
gion, and  in  maintenance  of  the  liberty  and  ' 
property  i>f  the  subject;  which,  as  they  were  > 
woaderfully  preserved  to  us  by  your  majesty’s  , 
happy  accession  to  tbe  tbrune,  can  only  be  > 
Kcured  to  posteri^  by  the  eye  of  Heaven  , 
watching  over,  and  guardiug,  your  sacred  ' 
person,  and  your  royal  family.  I 

“ And,  that  this  nation  may  long  continue  to  I 
besprotestastand  free  people, yourmastdutiliil  | 
end  loyal  Commons  do  most  readily  promise  ' 
to  grant  such  early  and  effectual  supplies,  as  > 
may  enable  your  majesty  to  put  an  end  to  this 
oanatural  rebellion  ; to  confuund  aud  extio-  \ 
guish  for  ever  all  hopes  of  tbe  Pretender,  his 
Open  and  secret  abettors;  and  secure  tbe  \ 
futore  peace  and  tranquiUity  of  your  king- 
tfoBU;  being,  well  assured,  that  your  good 
people  will  think  no  burden  grievous,  that  ia  ' 
°*vesura  for  the  prdservatioa  of  all  that  is  ' 
dear  and  valuable  to  them. 

“Butyonr  majesty's  care  and  concern  tor 
We  public  welfare  has  not  been  confined 
to  your  owo  kingdoms;  ond  however  your 
Memies  . might,  -AoMiitc  ibisnHMilveth  r- 1 'tbWr- 


these  iotestioe  commotions  would  lessen  the 
influence  of  Great  Britain  io  foreign  carts, 
your  Cutnmuns  with  admiration  see,  and  with 
gratitude  acknowledge,  the  effect  of  ynar 
wisdom,  which  has  Been  able  to  surmount 
these  difficulties,  in  settling  the  barru-r  treaty 
fur  the  Netherlands  between  the  emperor  nncl 
ilie  States  General  under  your  niajrsiy's  gua- 
ranty; io  having  made  so  great  a progiess 
towards  renewing  all  former  alliances  hclneen 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  General ; uiid 
particularly  io  delivering  tlist  vaiuiilile  branch 
of  our  commerce  with  Spain  Irum  ll10^e 
grievous  impositions  and  hnrdidiips,  to  which 
It  was  subjected  by  tbe  treachery  of  the  l&ie 
mal-admioistration. 

“ And  as  the  same  fatal  and  peruicions 
counsels  have  been  the  cause  and  souree  of 
all  the  mischiefs  and  calamities  that  must 
attend  this  unnatural  rebellioa ; and  as  yuur 
faithful  Commons,  desirous  to  testify  their 
zeal  and  duty  to  yuur  majesty,  and  their  abhor- 
rence of  ibis  treatonanle  enterprizc,  have 
already  exerted  themselves  in  endeavouring 
to  bring  to  speedy  and  exemplary  justice  the 
open  and  declared  instruments  of  this  re- 
bellion; they  think  themselves  obliged,  in 
justice  to  their  injured  country,  to  continue  in 
the  most  vigorous  and  impartial  manner,  to 
prosecute  the  authors  of  those  evil  and  de- 
structive counsels,  which  have  drawn  down 
these  miseries  on  the  nation." 

T/ie  King’t  Aiuafr.'l  To  the  said  Address 
bis  Majesty  returned  this  Answer : 

“ Gentlemen; 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  thanks  fur  tha 
kind  and  warm  nssuraoces  of  Inyalty  contained 
in  this  Address,  from  which  I promise  myself 
the  most  happy  coasequences ; since  nutliing 
can  so  effectuallv  restore  tlie  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  tbe  kingdom  as  tbe  commeudahle 
zeal  you  have  expressed  upon  tliis  occosiun.’' 

TbbEaBL  OF  STiiaFFORO's  ANMvrnTOTHE 
Articles  of  Iufeacbmext  auAiN-,T  Hist.] 
January  17.  Tbe  Lords  sent  • Message  to  the 
Communs  to  acquaint  them,  ihat  tlie  Earl  of 
Strafford  had  put  iu  his  Answer  to  the  Articles 
of  Impeacbmeoc  exhibited  against  him,  (see 

SI.  14d.)  and  curamaiidcd  their  Messengers  to 
cave  a copy  thereof  with  them.  Tbe  said 
Answer  is  as  fuUowk 

The  ANSWER  ofTHOMAS  Eatl  of  STRAF- 
FORD, to  the  Articles  exhikuted  by  th* 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  in  Par- 
liament assembled,  in  the  name  of  them- 
selves and  of  alt  the  Commatis  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Mainlenuice  of  the  Impeacb- 
ment  against  him  for  High  Crimes  and 
Misdemenoors  supposed  to  have  been 
by  him  committed. 

“ The  said  Earl,  saving  to  himself  all  advan- 
isagHofies«ii;ptiooiti>.ib«n^^ATlii<:b%for  the 
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uncertainty  And  intnSciency  thereor,  nnd  of 
not  being  prejudiced  by  any  worilg  or  naut  of  i 
form  in  this  Itig  Answer ; audatsosaringlobiai-  i 
selfall  ri|bt«  und  privil^ee  beluni-mg  to  him  ^ 
w one  oftlic  peers  ofcltn  realm  ; io  answer  to  i 
tliesaiil  Ariicies,  admits  ilnudivers  treaties  and  i 
aliiances  were  emered  into,  by  the  crown  i 
of  Great  Biitaio,  with  the  several  ootcntiues  : 
neiuiooed  !u  the  preamble  to  the  said  Abides ; , 
but,  fur  more  certainty  as  to,  tire  contents  , 
thereof,  the  said  earl  refers  to  the  lairj  treaties 
tliemseives  ; auil,  with  the  utmost  deference  to 
the  memo^  ofhis  lace  royal  master  king  WiU  ' 
iinm  t'le  Third,  doth  acknowledge  the  great 
wisdom  of  that  glorious  prince,  who,  by  tlie  . 
grand  alliance,  formed  a noble  design  of  set-  ^ 
uing  a due  bnlonce  of  power  in  Europe;  but 
humbly  begs  leave  to  o^rre,  thac  tlje  afiruni 
oSiered  by  France,  in  acknon’ledgini'  tbe  Pre- 
tender king  of  Great  Britain,  ihnugh  justly 
tneniidned  by  her  late  mnjesty  queen  Aiioe,  of 
ever  blessed  memory,  at  uoe  cause  of  tbe  war 
which,  in  May*  1702,  wu  by  her  dedisred 
■gaiust  France  and-  Spain,  could  not  be  any 
iodacemenc  to  the  fornuug  Che  jtrautl  alliance, 
as  is  suggested  in  the  preamble  to  the  said 
Articles,  bemg  subsequent  to  it,  as  most  evi- 
dently oppenrs ; uiasmucb  os  that  alliance  was 
not  only  lormcd,  but  concluded  and  sigoed,  at 
tbe  Hague,  daring  the  life  dioe  of  the  late 
king  James  the  Second,  and  tbe  said  earl  ad- 
mits, chat 'the  emperor  and  the  States  Gene- 
nl  did  also  about  May  1709,  declare  war 
agaiost  France  and  Speun : and  chat  other 
kings,  princes,  and  states  of  Europe,  soon 
after  became  parties  Co  the  said  couiederate 
war ; which  having  been  carried  on  for  many 
ears  at  a vast  expence  of  blood  and  treasure, 
ersaid  Iste  majesty,  out  of  tender  regard 
for  the  good  of  her  pe  iple,  :md  from  a sincere 
and  real  design  to  prevent  the  further  efftiaon 
of  blood,  and  to  ease  ber  subjects  frota  llte 
heavy  burden  of  taxes  which  they  bad  so  long 
emlured,  did  hearken  to  overtores  of  peace 
from  France,  after  lormer  negotiations  had  been 
veadered  fruitless ; and  gixe  instructions  to  tlic 
then  lord  privy  seal,  now  bishop  of  London, 
and  liim  the  said  esri,  to  treat  thereof  at 
Utrecli^  in  conjuoctiou  with  the  ministers  of 
her  allies,  in  order  to  bring  the  same  to  an 
happy  conclusiun  ; and  among  such  instrot^ 
dous  several  clauses  were  interspersed,  to  (he 
effect  io  ilie  said  preamble  set  forth  ; but,  for 
snore  certainty,  refers  ,go  bis  original  iostruo- 
tions : which,  together  with  all  his  other 
papers  te!.-ilir<g  to  his  n^tiations  in  the  Low 
Countries,  were  taken  frein  him  in  the  begin- 
ning of  January  last,  and  he  inpposes  may 
coutione  in  the  hands  of  one  ofhis  majesty’s 
principal  secretaries  of  state : But  the  said ' 
ear!  is  lotully  ignorant  of  any  treaclterous  cor-  \ 
respondeiice  with  the  emissanes  otFnuice,  or 
of  any  private  or  destructive  negotiation  of 
peace,  set  on  fout  with  intent  to  weaken  or 
dissolve  the  confederacy  between  her  said  late 
fiiajesty  andheraUica.  i 

**  And  {-» 


mallecs  whr'reoiili  he  itands  chorgedin  the 
First  Article;  llie  said  carl  saitJi,  I'hac  having 
beet)  employed  by  bis  late  majesty  king  Wil- 
liam io  clia  army  during  bis  whole  rdgii,  and 
likewise  in  his  court  fur  several  years  next  be- 
fore Lis  dentil ; and  having  olso  had  the  honour 
to  be  sent  as  his  majesty's  minister  to  lha  king 
of  Prussia;  he  was  so  happy  as  to  reconcile 
soms  (lilTerences  which  had  lately  arisen  be- 
tween those  two  princes,  and  upon  his  return 
received  Ids  royal  tnastePs  approbatiou.  Her 
lute  majesty  queen  Anue,  soon  sUter  her  nc- 
cesaioii  to  Che  throne,  was  pleased  to  cotumond 
lum  Co  leave  his  post  in  (be  army,  andurgo 
again  tn  the  sold  court  of  Prussiu,  in  the  year 
1703,  where  he  had  the  character  ofher  am- 
bUMxdor  extraorSianry,  und  continued  inUiat 
quality  till  April  1711,  >at  wldcb  time  her 
majesty  ibonght  fit  Co  appoint  him  ber  amhas- 
sadur  extraordinary  aiid  plenipoteociary  to  the 
States  General;  aud  in  June  following  her 
majes^  was  pleased  to  honour  liim  with  the 
title  of  one  uf  her  privy  council ; and  about 
December  iu  tbe  snoic  year  to  appoint  him  one 
uf  lier  plenipoccniiaries  to  tieat  at  Utrecht, 
with  the  ministers  of  France,  of  a general 
peace.  And  the  said  enrl  thought  it  hisduty  not 
CO  scruple  any  danger  or  pains  for  her  service, 
believing  his  zeal  therein  was  tbe  best  evidence 
he  could  give  of  his  hearty  affection  to  his 
country:  and  he  consCaatly  did,  with  tbe  ut- 
most sincerity,  endeavour,  accordiog  to  bis 
abilities,  to  pursue  tbe  true  ends  of  his  com- 
mission and  powers,  to  promote  the  honour  and 
sofe^  of  her  majesty  and  ber  kingdoms,  to 
answer  the  engagements  she  was  under  to  ber 
allies,  add  to  secure  the  common  liberties  of 
Europe  : But  he  must  with  the  utmost  detes- 
tatioQ  and  abhorrence,  deny  thnc  lie  was  in 
I he  least  devoted  tn  tbe  interest  or  service  of 
the  French  king  : or  that  he  ever  acted  in  de- 
fiance of  any  of  the  said  treaties,  or  of  the  ad- 
vice of  parliament,  or  of  any  declarations  of 
ber  majesty  from  the  throne,  or  of  ber  assn- 
racces  to  tbo  States  General  to  act  in  concert 
with  them,  in  making  peace  as  in  making  war, 
or  of  her  instructions  tu  him  under  her  sign 
manual.  The  stud  earl  admit^  that,  as  Iw 
was  a privy  coaosellor,  it  was  hit  duty  (roly  to 
have  aitvisfd  her  majesty  in  all  matters  treated 
of  in  council  whilst  be  was  present ; and,  had 
any  tliiug  so  treated  of  appeared  to  him  to  have 
beta  to  ibu  dishonour  or  ber  majesty,  or  to  tlie 
prejudice  of  ber  people,  tbe  said  earl  would 
not  have  been  wanting  to  advise  against,  and 
with  all  humilicy  to  oppose  the  same;  but,  as 
hewas  her  rntjest/s  ambassador  and  pleuipt^ 
teotiary,  be  louked  upon  lumsslf  as  a ministe- 
rial olGoer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  pursue  sueli 
instriiaions  at  be  should  from  lime  to  timers 
ceive  ; and  since  he  could  not  doubt  but  chat 
all  orders  sent  him  by  her  majesty’s  directions 
bad  been  first  maturely  weigbed  and  digested, 
he  humbly  apprebeuds  your  lordships  wilf  chink 
iqlind  been  Coo  great  a jiresumnciun  in  him  to 
advise  t^ost  or  oppose  such  orders,  which 
citii  iai-iheaiyuMaiany  'apparent  ille^ 
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lily,  wliaii  he  knen  not  the  spring* 
of  them  ; nnd  which  IheTefore  it  became  him  | 
(0  believe  well  warranCed,  and  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  just  and  proper  ground*  and 
motikcs.  And  the  said  earl  saith,-be  was  so 
tiu-  from  advising  or  exhorting  that  any  private, 
separate,  dishonourable,  or  destructive  nego- 
tiatiou -of  peace,  should  be  continued  nnd  car- 
ried on  between  the  ministers  of  Cireat  britnin 
and  .Traace,  without  commuoicacioii  thereof 
to  iter  majesty’s  allies  according  to  their  tren- 
(ies,  or  frum  Ming  iiistrumciital  in  promoting 
any  such  negutintion  ns  in  the  said  Article  is 
charged,  that  he  did  not  know,  or  believe,  that 
any  sucli  negotiation  was  entered  into.  And, 
for  a plain  relation  of  the  said  earl's  proceed- 
log  in  this  afTab’,  he  saith,  that,  about  May 
1711,  being  then  her  majesty's  ambassador 
and  pleiiipotentiary  to  the  States  General,  he 
received,  from  one  of  her  principal  secretaries 
ofsiate,  a paper,  supposed  Co  be  signed  by  M. 
deTorcy,  coucuiniogsoroe  proposals  for  setting 
on  foota  negotiation  of  peace,  with  orders  to 
oommanicate  the  same  to  the  Pensionary  of 
Holland,  that  Ins  seiicimenu  might  be  known 
Uiereupon  : and  to  assure  thsc  minister,  and 
others  of  that  rcpnbbc,  ‘That  the  queen  was 

* resolved,  in  making  peace  os  in  making  war,  to 

* act  m concert  with  the  States  Jn  pursuance 
of  wliicb  aiders,  he  the  said  earl  did  immedi- 
ately comniuoicnle  the  said  proposals  to  the 
Pensionary,  and  unto  two  oCMrs  of  the  States 
General,  who  had  f'irmerly  been  employed  in 
the  negotiations  at  Gertruydenberg,  and  whom 
the  Pensionsty  thought  the  most  proper  to  be 
eocrusted  with  that  matter:  And  they,  haring 
considered  the  said  proposals,  did  pray  the 
said  earl  to  retneo  her  majesty  thanks,  in  tlie 
name  of  the  Slates,  for  her  eonSdonce  in 
them  ; declared  themselves  wenryof  the  war, 
and  ready  to  join  in  auy  measurra  her  majesty 
should  think  proper  foroblaiuingagood  peace, 
and  that  they  hoped  her  mnjciiy  would  bring 
the  French  Co  explain  more  particularly  the 
several  points  contained  in  the  abnvementiuu- 
ed  proposals.  Of  tltis,  the  said  earl  sent  an 
account  to  her  majesty’s  secretary  of  state, 
and  wonafWr  received  her  commands  to  repair 
to  England;  and  on  his  arrival  here  acquniiiCctl 
her  majesty  with-his  proceedings  at  the  Hague: 
But  being,  by  her  gracious  pnniissioo,  allowed 
to  follow  some  private  alTHira  of  his  own,  be 
was  often  in  the  counrry,  and  so  much  engaged 
due  he  did  not  know  of  any  of  the  cransnctioiis 
tnth  M.  Mesnsger,  or  what  was  done  in  rela- 
tion to  the  explications  the  States  had  desired 
her  majesty  to  procure  from  France,  upon  the 
points  of  M.  Torcy's  proposal ; till  in  October 
following,  be  received  instructions,  dated  the 
nne  of  tlinc  momb,  whereby  he  was  required 

rtium  to  Uolland,  und  to  communicate  to 
the  States  some  propnsiciuiis,’ which  had  been 
^goed  by  the  said  M.  Mesiingertbe  27th  day  of 
«ptember  before,  as  a faundatioii  for  opening 
^conferences of  peace  with  France:  which 
•J^ppoees  to  be  the  instruciions  intended  by 
wwe  mentionod  the- Article* 


as  dated  the  21st  day  of  October,  none  of  chat 
dale  appearing  amonnst  the  copies  of  liis  own 
papers  be  has  been  permitted  to  take  : But  the 
said  carl  never  saw  M.  Mesnager,  till  he  met 
him  at  Gtrechciu  January  1711-12 ; nor  during 
all  the  time  ofehesaid  ministers  stay  in  Eugland 
was  in  the  least  privy  to,  or  made  acquainted 
with,  any  transaction  between  him  nml  any 
of  the  queen's  iniiiister's.  I'he  said  earl  liav- 
ing  received  his  said  insiructinns,  took  bis 
journey  for  Holland ; and,  on  his  arrival 
there  in  pursuance  thereof,  imparted  to  the 
States  General  the  said  propositions,  and  what 
had  been  cuinmuoicatcd  to  biin  conccrulng 
any  transactions  between  Great  Britaiu  and 
France,  and  at  the  same  time,  iu  further  uur- 
' suauce  of  his  said  instructions,  dcclarea  to 
them,  ‘ That  if  tliey  did  not  ibiiili  those  piopo* 
‘ritionsa  suScieni  ground  to  open  die  coofe- 
‘ renoes,  but  were  desirous  to  carry  on  the  war, 
‘ her  majesty  wus  willing  toconcurwitb  them; 
' hot  could  no  longer  bear  that  diipraportiana- 
‘ ble  burthen  wlii^  had  been  yearly  increased 
‘ on  her  subjects,  nor  tliat  deficiency  her  allies 
‘ had  been  guilty  of  in  eveiy  part  of  tbe  war; 
‘ and  tliat  ilicrefore  it  was  incumbent  on  them, 
‘ if  tbe  war  continued,  to  furnish  such  quotas 
‘ of  ships  and  forces  for  the  future,  as  they  bad 
‘ to  that  time  been  wanting  in  i T hat  ibis  was 
‘ what  her  majesty  thought  she  might  justly  iib 
‘ sist  on : That  they  should  comp^  wiui  her,  in 
‘ war  or  in  peace : since,  in  tiie  former,  she  re- 
‘ qnired  nothing  but  what  belonged  to  them  to 
‘ perform,  and  what  wus  necessary  to  tlie  sue- 
‘ cess  uf  their  arms ; and  since,  in  the  tatter, 
‘ sUehnd  done,  and  would  contiuuc  tu  do,  what 
‘ was  in  lier  power  towards  obtaining  such  a 
‘ peace  as  might  be  tn  the  iatiifnciiun  of  ber 
‘ allies.’  Soon  after  ibis,  the  Sinus  General 
sent  M.  Buys  to  England,  ns  their  plenipoien- 
liary,  to  coufer  with  ber  late  majesty's  niini- 
ters,  aud  inform  himself  of  the  circumstances 
of  affairs,  nnd  make  report  thereof  to  his  mat- 
ten;  who  having  continued  here  some  time, 
and  transmitted  to  Holland  an  account  of  the 
posture  of  affairs,  the  States  General  consented 
to  open  the  conferences  for  peace,  and  to  in- 
vite the  uihcr  oUies  to  send  their  ministers  to 
Utrecht,  tlic  place  agreed  on  for  dial  purp'<se; 
and,  in  order  thcceanto,  granted 'passpuria  for 
the  French  ministers  to  repair  thither:  And 
the  said  earl  is  infurmed,  that  amongst  otlier 
transactions  by  die  sairi  M.  Buys  whilst  in 
Engliod,  hesignedn  treaty  with  her  late  ma- 
jesty’^ miniscers  who  were  empow'treo  for  that 
purpose,  dated,  the  ISih  day  of  December 
1711, 0.S.  for  tbe  carrying  on  the  w.ir  snd 
tbe  negotiations  of  peace,  according  la  the 
mutual  eugagemenB  of  former  treutue  httween 
England  and  Holland;  wliich  treaty  was  tniificd 
by  her  said  late  mnjeity  the  day  after  it  wna 
signed,  and  was  sent  tn  iloUand  by  tbe  iIkii 
lord  privy  seal;  but  iheSiutes  General,  ihnu-h 
their  tninisim  were  often  called  upon,  . r 
ratified  the  same.  And  tba  said  earl  ariin  ■, 
that  the  said  lord  privy  seal  and  hiiBM.'l!  ' a 
la^HiMiHkiKrbehtigimjVitj-'s^ftlssupnUuti.;-  .j 
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1C  the  said  Congress  aC  Utrecht;  and  lie  can 
Tritb  great  trull)  afhrai,  ihuc  lie  acted,  on  all 
occBSions,  with  the  highest  and  most  disinte- 
rested seal,  tor  procuring  h general  peace,  fiir 
the  mutual  adrantage  of  her  majestva  subjecu 
and  allies,  in  pursuance  of  the  pnwen  and  in- 
structions received  for  that  purpose;  unci  is 
finul;  persuaded  his  colleugue  did  tlie  same. 
The  said  earl  suicb.  ilmt  every  one  of  the  con- 
federates hud  their  ministers  at  Utrecht  who 
all  agreed  in  the  method  and  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  said  iiegotiRtion;  niid  hod  fre- 
gneoc  meetings  and  conferences  to  that  end 
among  themselves,  in  order  to  lay  down  a gene- 
ral sclieme  for  their  cooduct ; and,  for  the 
better  coacertiug  these  measures,  it  was 
thought  lit  to  have  two  conferences  a week 
with  all  the  allies ; two  with  the'DuIch  apart, 
and  two  of  all  the  allies  with  the  French ; anct 
in  lliose  with  the  Dutch  and  the  other  allies, 
what  was  to  be  propuscd,  on  the  part  of  the 
allies,  to  the  French,  was  always  previously 
settled.  In  the  first  general  conference  with 
the  French  ministers,  they  oBcred  either  to 
proceed  CO  the  explanation  uf  the  general 
paints  signed  by  M.  Mesnager  (which  ttiey 
acknowledged  were  binding  only  to  France, 
ami  not  to  the  allies),  or  chat  each  of  the 
allies  should  make  their  demands.  On  dc- 
liberatiiiii,  it  was  insisted  by  the  allies,  That 
the  French  should  first  give  in  a specific  plan 
of  the  oilers  of  Che  king  tiieir  master  to  alt  and 
each  of  the  allies;  and  the  French  complied  to 
give  in  such  specific  plan,  in  case  the  allies 
would  promise  to  return  an  answer  thereunto 
containing  their  several  demands : and  accord- 
ingly the  French  ministers  did  give  in  such 
plw,  in  writing  ; and  the  allie^  in  answer,  de- 
livered in  their  demands  also,  in  writing.  The 
French  having  thus  mven  in  their  concessions  in 
writing,  and  received  the  demands  of  Che  allies  in 
like  mnmier,  thought  fit  to  propose  the  entering 
into  deflate  upon  the  several  propositions  mu- 
tually delivered  in  agreeably  to  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding in  former  treaties ; But  cliqugh  some 
of  the  allies  thnuglic  there  was  no  necessity  of 
insisiiug  very  much  on  any  further  written  an- 
swer, yet  others  pressed  it  more  vehemently  ; 
to  which  the  French  teplied,  ‘ That,  both  sides 

* having  already  explained  themselves  in  wric- 

* mg,  it  was  agreeable  to  the  method  of  allne- 
‘ gotiations,  in  proceed  to  debate  matters ; and, 

* in  such  debates,  specific  answers  to  each  de- 

* maud  of  the  allies  would  occur.’  And  all  the 
allies  agreed  in  this  principle,  ‘That  the  me- 
' ihod  most  exuediiions  and  safe,  whether  by 
< wfitiog  or  otnerwise,  was  fittest  to  bo  ful- 

" Thus  having  given  your  lordships  e short 
narrative  of  the  proceedings  which  might  ren- 
der his  Answer  Co  the  several  paiiiculars  charged 
in  this  Article  more  intelligible : As  to  mat 
part  which  mentions  his  frequently  coocerting  ' 
private  and  separate  measures  with  the  minis- 
ters of  France ; the  said  earl  doth  acknowledge, 
that,  when  theseiilingany  particular  iniereac  of 
Great  Britola  Jie,-a*ut  bin.  iralit 
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leaguemighi  confer  with  the  ministers  ofFrance, 
in  the  same  innmier  as  the  ministers  of  each 
of  the  allies  conferred  separately  with  those  of 
France,  toucluug  their  respective  particular  in- 
terests ; And  the  said  earl  apprehends  they 
were  joscitieil  therein,  by  their  express  orders 
from  England  fur  that  purpose.  And  some- 
time?  the  said  bishop  and  earl  liad  separate 
conferences  with  the  ininiscera  of  Fiance  uc 
the  request,  and  on  the  behalf,  of  one  or  other 
of  the  allies,  whose  regard  to  her  majesty  made  . 
them  often  desire  the  interposiiinn  of  her  mi- 
nisters, to  support  their  several  pretensions ; 
wherein  the  zeal  and  sincere  endeavours  of  the 
said  bishop  and  eafl  fur  the  interest  of  the  ul- 
lies  always  appeared,  to  the  sniisfaction  of 
chose  on  whose  behalf  they  acted : But  he  de- 
nies that  be  did  concert  any  private  or  separate 
measures  with  the  ministers  of  France,  in  order 
CO  impose  upon  or  deceive  ber  majesty’s  sub- 
jects or  allies,  or  tending  to  tbeir  prejudice  or 
detriment.  And  ns  to  that  part  which  charges 
him  with  commending  the  prudence  of  the 
French  ministers,  in  refusing  to  answer  in  writ- 
ing; the  said  earlsaitn,  that  after  the  written 
propositions  and  demands  on  each  side  hud 
been  delivered  in,  he  cook  it  to’ be  amaicer  in 
its  owu  nature  indiSerenl,  whetlier  there  should 
be  any  further  transaction  thereupon  in  writ- 
ing, or  not ; and  whether  it  were  better  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  writing,  or  by  conference,  to 
adjustand  sectlethe  terms  of  peace,  upon  the 
respective  oQ'ers  and  demands  which  had  been 
so  given  in.  There  was  variety  of  opinions  : 
Many  of  the  ministers  of  the  allies  declared  it 
to  be  the  most  usual  and  expeditious  method 
to  proceed  by  way  of  conference,  which  they 
thought  gave  better  opportunities  of  consider- 
ing and  explaining  malterr;  there  being  usually 
seen  a greater  stiffness  and  ubaciiiBcy  in  main- 
taining what  is  once  put  down  in  writing,  which 
offentimes  renders  negotiatiuo  tedious,  and 
sometimes  clogs  them  with  insuperable^  difficul- 
ties; and  thereseemed  to  be  Just  grounds  (or 
SBspicion,  that  some,  who  were  most  pressing 
fur  the  method  of  writing,  might  have  those 
ends  ill  tlieir  view,  which  it  became  her  ma~ 
Jetty’s  plenipotentiaries,  as  far  as  they  could,  to 
obviate  and  prevent.  If  therefore,  the  said 
earl  inclined  in  his  private  opinion,  to  the  seu- 
limeuts  of  those  who  Uioughi  the  way  of  con-  ' 
fereiice  more  expeditions  nud  equally  safe  (ad-  | 
milting  he  had  been  mistakentherein),  be  hopes 
it  willnoc  be  imputed  CO  him  ns  a crime:  Much 
lets  can  he  apprehend  your  lordships  will  es- 
teem it  any  evidence  of  his  ebcouragitig  the 
enemy  in  any  faliacioos  or  unjustifiable  manner 
of  proceediugs,  if,  in  a letter  from  the  Hague 
to  a minister  of  Che  qnetm,  before  this  matter 
bad  been  fully  considered,  he  intimated  the 
tboQgbts  tie  then  entertained  of  it  ; since  be 
cakes  it  to  be  very  proper  for  a public  minister 
abroad,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  more 
immediate  servants  of  tlie  crown  at  home,  to 
give  minute  and  particular  accounts  of  all  oo- 
currences  and  discourses,  to  lay  opeu  his 
,4liHB|brs»»iw^eakdihc'feit,.iiiotjonii  and  sus- 
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picioiis  iliat  arise  in  his  mind,  aoil  to  deacauc 
upon  things  tritbout  reserve,  in  onirr  t‘>  re* 
ceive  more  plain,  Tull,  and  express  informations 
and  directioDS  for  his  better  proceeding : And 
the  said  earl  believes  it  nill  appear,  that,  if,  in 
an;  letter  be  iniiraated  his  tboughis  upon  iliot 
subject,  be  did  not  give  an;  positive  judgment, 
but  suspended  bis  opinion  therein  till  be  should 
bave  opportunity  of  further  cuiisidering  it : 
And  he  saiih,  that,  vl.en  allerwards  the  matter 
came  to  be  more  maturely  debated  among  die 
ministers  of  the  allies,  opoo  his  return  to 
Utrecht,  be  did  join  in  pressing  the  ministersof 
France  to  give  a further  answer  in  writing. 
And  as  to  that  part  which  cboigelh  the  said 
earl  with  suggesting  methods  rar  Franco  to 
make  use  of,  to  create  dissendons  among  the 
allies,  and  procure  separate  negotiations  be- 
tween each  of  the  niliea  and  France;  be  saitb, 
tliat  it  was  generally  tbongUt  most  proper,  that 
the  respective  demaiiris  of  the  allies,  tvhicli 
were  sometimes  clashing  and  contradictory  to 
each  other,  should  be  considered  apart,  and 
nucot  gcnerul  conferences  with  the  French; 
nbicli  seemed  the  more  reqnbite,  since  nu 
priuce  or  state  bud  undertaken  the  part  of  u 
mediator  to  reconcile  the  dilTereuces  which 
migbt  happen  to  arise  among  them,  ns  has  been 
iisuil  in  fonucr  treaties.  If,  therefore,  in  a 
letter  to  a minister  of  the  queen,  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  possibility  that  some  might  be 
for  thp  contrary  method,  be  intimated  that  tbe 
inconveiiience  of  such  a method  would  best 
appear  by  beginning  in  the  congress,  to  nrgne 
uD  some  demand  of  one  of  the  allies,  wbicb 
would  probably  induce  such  oily  to  propose  tlie 
debating  separately ; be  hopes  this  can  never 
be  construed  ‘ tlie  suggesting  a method  for 
' Fraaceto  moke  nseoC^tn  create  diasentions 
' among  the  allies,'  or  which  could  have  any 
tendency  to  dissolve  tbe  confederacy ; it  seem- 
ing rather,  to  him,  a likely  means  to  prevent 
any  such  uuliuppy  consequence  : Sure  ha  is, 
that  be  siiiuer^y  labourea  to  prevent  it;  and, 
fur  that  end,  employed  his  utmost  endeavonrs 
to  obviate  and  discourage  any  fallacious  or  un- 
justifiable manner  of  transacting  tbe  negotiation 
of  peace.  And  he  denies  that  he  did  at  any 
time  suggest  any  method  whatsoever,  for  France 
to  make  use  of,  to  create  ditseniions  among 
tlie  allies  or  separate  negotiations  between  aay 
of  the  allies  and  France  thereby  to  dissolve 
the  confederacy;  and  as  be  ooDSi'antly  opposed 
what  he  npprefaeudad  or  sospected  to  hare  any 
such  tendency,  so  ha  never  failed  to  support,  in 
best  manner  be  could,  lier  majesty’s  allies 
in  their  demands  against  I'raoce;  and  denies 
tb^  b the  course  of  the  negotiation,  lie  was 
guilty  of  any  treaclierous  proceeding,  nr  of  any 
practices  whuisoever,  whereby  be  could  pros- 
rituce  tbehonour  of  the  queen  or  the  iniperial 
Crown  of  these  realms : or  wlierebv  lie  ilicT  vio- 
Jate  liis  poiTcrs  or  instructions,  tbe  treaties  her 
“lajesty  stood  engaged  in  to  her  allies,  or  any 
fSMraoces  he  bad  given  them  by  her  order,  or 
•n  her  name;  or  whereby  the  design  of  tbe 
Confederacy,  on  tb«i  si«pj»tt4»pebt#d'i-S'bto''itr; 


were  rendered  useless;  or  the  ofTairs  of  Eu- 
rope given  up  into  tbe  hands  ef  France, 

•'  In  answer  to  the  Second  Article;  the  said 
earlstith,  be  always  thought  an  union  and  good 
correspondence  between  Tier  late  majesty  and 
the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  therefore  used  his  best  endea- 
vours to  continue  and  improve  it;  and  never 
had  tbe  leusc  design  to  create  orwiden  any  di& 
Terences  or  misuiiderstaiidiiigs  between  iliem. 
He  acknowledges,  that  tbe  Parliament,  with 
great  wisdom,  provided  kws  fur  preserving  the 
Protestant  rebgion,  eslabliahing  the  Protestant 
succession,  and  l^ing  the  obligaibn  of  an  oath 
on  the  subjects  of  these  realms  to  maintain  the 
same;  and  thesaidearlhumbly  hopes,  that  be,  in 
his  station,  faatii  never  been  wanting  in  liis  faith- 
ful endeavours  for  tlie  security  thereof : and,  to 
bis  great  honour,hehuth  frequently  receivedfrom 
her, late  electoral  highness  tbe  princess  Sophia, 
and  from  bis  present  majesty,  ilieir  approbation 
of  his  zeal  for  their  service : and  he  dues  with 
rest  pleasure  anil  satisfaction  reficce  on  tbe 
appy  success  of  bis  endenvonrs  in  the  late 
treaty  of  pence  at  Utrecht,  by  which  France 
and  Spain  mere  brought  to  ocknoulcdge  our 
present  sovereign’s  right  of  succession  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  and  to  engage 
never  to  oppose  or  disturb  the  same  directly  or 
indirectly ; whereby  bis  majesty  had  a peace- 
able accession  to  tlie  throne,  luid  the  beneht  of 
tbe  several  laws  made  in  support  of  the  said 
succession  will  more  securely  be  transmitted  to 
posterity.  Tbe  saidenridenies  that  lie,  by  false 
representations,  or  by  any  refiectioos  upon  hie 
majesty,  when  elector  of  Hanover,  in  any  letter 
to  the  lace  queen’s  ministers  or  otherwise,  did 
endeavour  to  alienate  her  majesty's  alTecuoas 
from  his  electoral  highness : and  saitb,  that  to 
sucli  a general  charge  it  is  impossible  to  mnke 
any  particular  answer  or  defence ; but  the  said 
earl  is  firmly  persuadeti,  there  is  not  any  ex- 
pression, in  auy  letter  by  bim  wrote,  that  car- 
ries tbe  appearance  nf  any  such  false  represen- 
tation iir  reflection;  such  expressions  bebg  as 
remote  from  bis  heart  aud  iiitentious,  as  they 
are  inconsistent  with  chat  respect  to  die  illustri- 
ous bouse  of  Hanover,  which,  by  the  whola 
tenor  of  his  actions,  he  bath  endeavoured  to  de- 
monstrate. And  therefore  the  said  earl  bath 
that  assurance  of  yuur  lordship’s  justice,  as  to 
believe  that  no  doubtful  words  or  passages  con- 
tained in  auy  of  his  letters,  no  accounts  or  cen- 
sures (if  any  sucb  there  be)  of  ivhat  was  said  or 
done  by  any  minister  or  servant  of  his  electoral 
liiglmess,  inconsistent, as  he  apprebendetl,  with 
that  deference  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  CO 
her  late  majesty,  will  be  taken  by  your  lord- 
ships as  an  evidence  of  any  design  to  alie- 
oaie  her  late  majesty's  affections  from  his 
then  electoral  highness,  or  to  create  or 
widen  any  dilTercaces  or  roisuoderstandings  be- 
I tween  them,  with  which  the  said  earl  is  charged 
; in  the  said  Article.  And  as  to  tbe  particular 
reflection  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  th* 
hrois  i<hm  iof^.tlieidTth  day  of  July 
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171V.  r>n  his  then  electoral  hislmns;  Che  said  ' kingnill  acfcnonledgcihcqueeD  of  Great  Bn* 
earl  bumblj  hopes  that  jour  lordships  will  not  ‘ tarn  in  that  quality,  as  nJso  the  successioo  ui 
interpret  any  espressiuo  in  that  letter  to  hare  ‘ that  crown  according  lu  the  present  establish* 
heen  meant  of  his  electoral  highness,  who  is  doc  ‘ mcul;'  and  in  the  specific  ezplaDaCion  of  the 
so  much  as  once  named  throughout  the  same,  offers  of  Fnuicc,  deliveredche  11th  nfFebtnaij 
and  whom  the  eaid  curl  bath  never  mentioned,  followtng,  it  it  said, ' tlie  Icing  will  acknowledge, 
in  any  letter  whatsoever,  without  ilie  highest  ‘ nc  the  signing  nf  the  peace,  the  queen  of 
respect  and  veneration;  but  that  your  lordships  ‘ Great  Bmain  in  that  quality,  ns  well  as  the 
will  rather  imderstand  it,  as  it  was  meant,  with  ‘ succession  to  the  crown  according  to  the  pre- 
rcspect  tu  the  gvoeral  uf  tlie  Hanover  troops,  ‘ sent  establishment,  and  in  a manner  most 
whose  oimiurt,  the  said  enri  owns,  he  liatli  ex-  ‘ ^reeablc.  to  her  Btiinmiic  majesty  ■’  but  the 
pres'icd  hmiiKjItj  os  well  In  chat  as  in  some  jire-  saiil  earl  denies  he  ever  heanl  tlmt  the  Frcocli 
ceding  riis'miches,  not  to  have  been  iutirely  kiim  proposed  such  acknowledgment  shonid  not 
satisfied  with:  how  far  he  was  right  in  his  opi-  be  before  the  signing  of  the  peace;  nor  doth  he 
ti(on,  he  submits  to  ynur  lordships  wise  deter-  conceive  how  the  proposal  (before  the  entering 
infnntiQii ; but  humbly  hopes,  thnC'no  represen-  into  the  negotiacioiia  of  peace)  indefinitely  to 
tatioii  thercofby  him  made,  however  he  may  be  acknowledge  ihe  queen  and  the  subsequent 
thought  Co  have  been  inistuken  therein,  pro-  concession  Co  do  so  at  llic  signing  of  the  peace 
ceediiig  only  from  a sincere  zeal  for  the  honour  in  what  muaner  her  Britannic  ranjeity  sbnuld 
of  his  royal  mistress  and  the  interest  of  his  please,  doth  necetsarily  infer  that  he  would  not 
eooticry.can  be  judged  criminal.  And  the  said  do  it  sooner  ; nor  are  there,  in  any  of  the  pro- 
earl  saith,  that  Ihe  lace  queen  was  so  far  from  positions  from  thu  French  Ling,  any  negneive 
being  prevailed  on,  by  his  advice,  to  make  a words,  that  he  would  not  do  it  sooner,  ns  in- 
cessation nf  arms  with  France,  nitlioul  concert  tiinnc^  in  this  Article:  and  the  said  curl  ap- 
wiih  Ills  electoral  highness,  ur  against  the  con-  prebends,  that,  in  fact,  be  did  it  sooner ; fur, 
sent  or  represeiitaiiuiis  of  any  cii'  the  allies,  that  when  the  Sieur  Mesnuger  came  into  England, 
Le  can  and  doth  with  truth  alfirni,  that  her  ma-  the  said  earl  is  brormed,  be  brought  witfi  him 
jesty’s  resolutions,  conceining  the  said  ccua-  a credential  letter  from  the  Fretidi  king,  where- 
lion,  were  not  taken  upon  Ins  advice,  or  nith  in  her  inbrscy  was  styled  and  acknowledged 
his  privity.  The  said  earl  dotli  admit,  that,  queen  of  Great  Britain:  and,  in  the  very  first 
about  June  or  July  1712,  he  was  sent  to  the  offers  and  general  conferences  at  Utrecht,  the 
army,  by  her  majesty’s  command,  with  parcicu-  French  ministers  named  her  Britonnic majesty 
iar  insCructinns  louchinglhe  said  cessation;  and  in  such  direct  manner,  that  the  ministers  of  the 
that,  in  pursuance*  of  his  said  instructions,  he  allies  took  it  for  a plain  and  snfficientagnitioo; 
discourseil  several  of  the  generals  of  the  allies,  and  the  French  ministers  uuderstood  it  in  the 
particularly  Monsieur  Buleau ; and  that  he  same  maoner,  who  continued  to  name  her  mo- 
miebt,  in  such  discourse,  on  the  IGih  day  of  Jesly  os  queen,  without  reserve,  in  their  dis- 
Juty  1713,  affirm,  as  he  then  tiiou^t,  ‘ that  her  course  and  letters  to  her  majesty’s  plenJpoten- 
‘ majesty  find  made  no  trocewith  France and  liariess  and  although  the  said  specific  explana- 
the  said  earl  was  then  of  that  opinion ; the  ar-  lion  may,  in  some  part  of  it,  seem  to  refer  to  a 
tides  demanded  by  her  majesty  for  a cessation  future  ngnition,  to  prevent  the  imperial  and 
of  arms,  as  the  conditions  mtbout  which  no  other  ministera  of  the  allies  from  insisting  like- 
cessation  was  to  be  made,  not  having  at  that  wise  on  a present  acknowledgement  of  the  lilies 
time,  to  his  knowledge  or  belief,  been  perform-  of  their  masters,  which  might  probably  have 
ed  by  France.  And  the  said  earl  can  assuredly  put  a stop  to  the  negodation;  yet,  the  said  earl 
say,  that  he  doth  not  rememher  he  hath,  atony  conceives,  the  aguition  of  the  qneen  was  nut 
Lime,  knowingly,  affirmed  to  Che  ministersofhu  thereby  the  less  manifest;  and  is  humbly  of  opi- 
said  electoral  liigiiness,  sronyotberof  the  allies,  nion,  that  her  majesty  was  treated  with  distin- 
auy  untruths,  or  any  thing  contrary  to  the  irt-  guisiiing  marks  of  respect,  inasmuch  as  those 
tendons  or  interest  of  the  iate  queen,  thereby  titles  were  given  her,  tlirungbant  the  whole 
to  deceive  or  impose  upon  his  electoral  high-  course  of  the  lu^otiation,  which  bad  not  been 
ness,  or  any  of  her  majesty’s  allies : and  appro-  allowed  on  the  like  occasions  to  other  princes 
bends  that  he  hath  not,  in  any  of  his  negotia-  till  the  conclusion  of  peace.  Jc  is  well  known, 
lions  or  proceedings,  prostituted  or  dishonoured  the  title  of  his  lace  majesty  king  William  was 
the  charncter  he  was  invested  with;  urdonc  not  acknowledged  at  Uyswick,  lilt  that  peace 
any  thing  tending  to  dissolve  the  mutual  confi-  was  signed  ; nor  was  the  emperor’s  or  the  kiug 
deuce  aud  good  understanding  between  her  late  of  Prussia’s  owned,  durbg  the  latenegocintions, 
majesty  and  the  illustrioos  bouse  of  Hanuver.  till  the  concluding  their  respective  treaties  of 
peace,  When,  therefore,  tM  said  earl  had  no 
“ In  answer  to  the  Third  Article;  the  said  inicructioiu  to  lusist  upon  a more  formal  ac- 
eari  denies  any  pcriridous  negotiations  of  peace  knowledgement;  he  hopes  he  cannot  be  chai^- 
10  have  been  carried  on  by  him  with  the  minis-  ed  with  any  want  ofduiy  cobermajestyjorwuet 
ters  of  France ; and  saich,  that,  in  the  paper  of  zeal  for  the  Protestant  successiou,  m not  od- 
nientimied  in  his  instructions  to  be  signed  by  vising  her  majesty  against  creating  witb  France, 
H.  Mesiiager,  and  delivered  to  lum,  together  upon  the  terms  oo  which  she  eatered  iuto 
vritli  bis  said  instructions,  on  or  abuul  the  1st  tlie  ncgutiation  at  Utrecht.  The  said  earl  be- 
day  cf  Oitifier 
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king  prpposed  to  acknowledge  her  majesty’s 
tills  to  liiese  realms  no  sooner  cimii  when  die 
jieace  slumlil  be  signed,  did,  by  their  address  of 
(he  15th  day  of  rebrumy  1711,  with  a coro- 
mendiible  zeal,  represent  to  her  hue  majesty 
their  Just  imlignadon  at  such  dislionoorable 
treatment,  and  express  their  resemmeut  at  such 
terms  of  peace  nilbred  to  her  rntyesty  and  her 
allies  by  the  pleuipotentinries  of  France;  and 
it  wos  agreeable  to  the  duty  and  affection  that 
august  assembly  always  demonstrated  towards 
tliut  excellent  princess,  to  he  touched  with  tlie 
least  appearance  or  apprehensioa  of  disrespect 
to  her  sacred  person : and  her  nmiesty,  hdng 
sensible  that  their  address  proceeded  from  those 
laoiives,  was  pleased  to  return  them  her  hearty 
thanks,  for  the  zeal  they  expressed  for  her  ho- 
nour. And  the  said  carl  ndmlis,  that,  in  a let- 
ter fruni  [he  secretary  of  sente  to  the  then  lord 
privy  seal  iiml  liiuisellj  mcnlioii  was  made  of 
the  said  address;  and  thereupon  they  gave  no 
account  of  iliu  'leps  by  them  token  uii  this  sub- 
ject, to  the  I'ullowing  effect : that,  Che  day  after 
the  receipt  of  that  letter,  Lite  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries were  told,  ‘that,  the  dcfeniiig  to 
‘ make  a formal  ngiiitiun  of  the  rjueen  at  first 
‘having  Inid  all  tl.eelfect  intended,  it  would  be 
‘ proper  then  to  do  it  more  furnially,  for  reasons 
' with  which  it  nas  needless  to  acquaint  them ; 
' otherwise  it  would  he  uecessary  to  insert  it  iu 
'the  British  demands:’  that  they  made  no 
other  difBculiy  in  it  hut  (his,  ' that,  having  ve- 

* ported  to  their  court  how  that  matter  bad 
' passed,  they  ought,  io  decency,  tu  give  an  ac- 
‘cuuut  of  wlniL  was  then  desired;’ and  said, 

' they  doubled  not  in  ten  or  twelve  days  to  give 

* imiie  saiisrociiou  ilierein  but,  being  pressed 
to  do  sometliiiig  immediately,  tiiey  agreed, 

‘ that,  if  her  majesty’s  plenipotentiaries  would 
‘ write  to  them,  tliey  would  give  an  answer, 

* whereby  the  queui  should  be  directly  ncknow- 
' ledged wbich  was  accordingly  done;  and 
the  said  ear!  believe-.,  tlmt  u copy  thereof  might 
be  iransiaittedco  England,  butuol  llie  original  i 
und  denies  that,  to  liis  k iiowtedge,  it  was  a col- 
lusive letter;  or  that  there  was  any  agreement 
between  the  British  and  French  miiusters,  not 
to  make  use  of  it  at  Utrecht,  or  not  to  have  it 
t.iken  as  an  acknowledgement  by  France  of  the 
queen's  title  to  the  crown ; or  that  the  copy  of 
it  was  transmitted  with  design  to  deceive  or  iiii- 

Cse  upon  'the  queen  or  parliament ; imr  do:h 
know,  or  behere,  it  vets  made  use  offor  nny 
such  purpose ; but  he  takes  it  to  have  been  au 
actual  acknowledgmeot  of  the  queen’s  title  by 
France,  and  a further  evidence  that  such  ngni- 
tion  was  not  deferred  till  the  signing  of  tlie 
peace,  though  it  was  intended  to  be  Chen  m^.: 
m a more  sulema  manner.  And  the  said  tM' 
believes  the  honourable  House  of  Peers,  for 
whose  judgment  he  ever  hod  the  highest  venera- 
tien  and  regard,  were  satisfied  in  this  point ; 
since,  by  their  address  of  the  totli  of  June  fol- 
lowing, after  thev  had  been  acquainted,  by  her 
uiajesiy's  speech  from  the  ffhunu,  wicli  the 
terms  on  which  a gencml  peace  might  be  had, 
tbe^^thou^ht  fit  to  thank  uec  friy  her 


condescension  therein,  and  did  express  their  re> 
liiince  on  her  wisdom  to  finish  that  great  and 
good  work  ; as  the  House  of  Comoious  oho  did, 
by  their  address  to  her  uiejesiy,  about  the  same 
lime.  And  die  said  earl  is  well  assured,  be  was 
not  wanting  in  bis  zeal  anil  regard  for  the  seen- 
riry  of  the  Protestant  succession ; on  which 
Leud  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  at  the 
very-  first  general  conference  with  the  French 
ministers  at  Utrecht,  pressed  tlieir  explana- 
tion; and  tbev  agreed  thereunto:  and,  when 
the  allies  delivered  their  respective  demands, 
the  queen's  ministeis,  on  their  part,  in- 
sisted in  such  manner  on  what  related  to  the 
security  of  that  succession,  dint  the  princess 
Sophia  was  pleased  td  honour  them  with  a let- 
ter of  thanks,  und  to  acknowledge  tlieir  care  of 
the  interest  of  her  family : not  wert  they  less 
careful,  at  the  conclusiuu  of  (he  treaty,  to  secde 
that  important  point  with  the  iitmostexnciness, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  queen,  the  court  uf 
ffanorer,  und  both  linnses  of  parliament ; and. 
the  articles  for  that  purpose  were  'not  only  con- 
ceived in  stronger  terms  than  had  been  made 
nse  of  at  Ryswick,  for  ncknowledging  die  then 
setdemeot  of  the  crown;  but,  befiire  diey  were 
inserted  in  the  treaty,  were  communicated  to 
the  minister  uf  the  elector,  and  had  liis  appro- 
bation ; and  the  manner  of  tbat  iransactioa 
seems  sufficiently  justified,  from  the  Itappy  of- 
fvcis.  The  said  carl  absolutely  denies,  that  be 
did  ever  concert  or  agree  with  ilie  ministers  of 
France,  that  any  proposals  mentioned  in  the 
said  Article,  or  any  other  proposaj>  whatsoever, 
sliould  be  the  conditions  whereon  France 
should  treat  uf  pence  with  Greii  Britain  : nor 
doth  he  know  that  die  queen,  the  parliament, 
or  the  nation,  were  io  any  respect  abused,  or 
drawn  into  destructive  measures : or  diat  any 
step  was  taken,  oil  this  occasion,  whereby  disho- 
nour could  accrue  to  her  majesty  or  these  king- 
doms, orauy  danger  to  the  Protestant  succession. 

" In  answer  to  the  Fourth  Article;  the  said 
earl  saitb.  That  the  bishop  of  Bristol  and  him- 
self, being  appointed  her  majesty’s  pleniputeu- 
tiaries,  din,  soon  alter  their  arrival  at  Utreebr, 
pursuant  to  their  instruciiuns,  begin  by  con- 
GCrtiiig  with  the  mioisters  of  die  allies,  in  what 
manm-r  it  was  most  proper  to  open  the  con- 
ferences, and  whnt  method  was  to  be  observed 
in  (he  progress  of  the  treaty;  and  ifithad  been 
thought  proper  to  begin  with  die  disposition  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  said  earl  was  ready 
tu  Imre  insisted  asthesnid  instructions  directed 
hire  to  tiu  in  that  case ; but,  upon  such  con- 
cert, it  was  thought  mjjst  advi,eablc,  and  so 
agreed  by  oil  (be  ministers  of  the  nilies,  that 
each  of  (hein  should,  by  a separate  insiiument 
make  their  rcs|)ectivederii3iids,  with  a general 
clause  te  support  each  other's  just  Bud  reason- 
able pterenshms;  and  this  was  looked  upon  as 
the  most  proper  mctbotl,  and  necessary  to 
avoid  that  confuxiun  which  would  otherwise 
ensue  from  the  contrariety  oftho  demands  of 
the  several  allies;  it  being  then  kiiowu  that 
mnnyoftfcemdijiLnod  wouW  ji^isl  to  have  ih* 
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»ame  thing  for  thcmsetTC<>,  io  opposition  to 
each  other.  The  Imperial  miiiiscers,  as  well  as 
the  rest,  acqnieaced  in  that  mechori  ; and  at  a 
following  conference,  it  was  fiirtber  desired,  that 
there  should  be  added  to  such  general  cliiusc 
the  words  in  ‘ coaformitj  to  thoir  alliances,’ 
with  which  the  said  bishop  and  earl,  as  well  as 
the  rest,  most  leadilv  complied : and  ibeso 
words  were  accordingl;^  adoed  to  the  general 
ciaose  in  each  of  the  allies  demands,  which 
seemed  to  gire  a general  satisfoctioo  (and  there 
was  nothing  furtlier  al  that  time,  insisted  on. 
In  consequence  of  this  agreement,  it  was  the 
general  cspectaiion,  that  the  demand  relating 
to  Spnio  and  the  West  Indies  should  be  par- 
ticular!; inserted  onl;  in  the  iiistriimeot  tn  be 
given  in  b;  the  Imperial  ministers:  buttlicrc 
having  been  a day  tong  before  fixed  for  de- 
livering in  to  the  French  ml  (he  demands  of  the 
allies ; (beimpetialiscs,  the  very  night  preceding 
nt  a conference,  proposed,  ‘ That  all  the  allies 
‘ should  mention  Spain  and  the  Wett  Indies 

* likewise  in  their  several  demands.*  Tins 
Caused  a general  surprise,  and  none  but  the 
ministers  of  Portugal  concurred  with  them ; 
those  of  the  Stetes  in  particular  declared,  ‘ The 
‘ said  domiiiionsosght  to  be  demanded  by  them 
‘ whom  it  did  immediately  concern  ; and  that 
‘ the  method  things  bad  been  put  into,  couhl 
' not  suffer  it^o  be  otbsrwise  r but  (he  next 
momiog,  to  give  content  to  Che  Imperialists, 
they  yielded  to  make  a verbal  declnraiiun 
among  Che  allies,  ‘ That  tliey  were  resolved  to 
‘ make  good  all  their  treaties  uu  occasion  of 

* this  war,  ns 'well  those  iliai  related  to  Spaiu 
' as  those  made  with  Portugal,  Prussia,  Savoy, 

* and  Olliers.'  The  British  plenipotentiaries, 
to  give  the  like  satisfaction,  declared  publicly 
at  Ibe  conferences  the  same  day,  ‘ That  os  her 
‘ niejevty  insisted  for  a just  and  reasonable  sii- 

* tisfaction  for  all  her  nilies,  in  conformity  to 
' all  her  alliances,  those  that  might  concern 
' Spain'  and  the  Indies  were  understood  there- 
‘ by,  as  well  as  others  time  concerned  the  in- 

* tcrest  of  the  rest  of  the  allies wherewith 
the  Austrian  and  .Portugal  ministers  seemed 
siuisfieil;  nor  did  they  request  any  thing 
furclicr  from  the  said  bishop  and  earl  on  that 
brad.  And  therefore  be  humbly  appre- 
hends, time,  in  the'negotiation,  ha  neitherde- 
clined  to  insist  that  Spain  and  the  Weal  Indies 
should  not  be  allotted  to  the  House  of  Bourbon  : 
as  far  os  his  msiruciions  directing  iiiin  to  net ' 
in  concert  with  the  rest  of  the  nilies,  requirnl, 
nor  leftiscd  tn  join  wiili  the  Imperial  and  Pov- 
tugal  ministers,  or  either  of  them,  to  stren,;Chcn 
that  demand  in  such  manner  as  wospiopcr, 
but  in  this,  and  all  other  matters,  he  pursued 
with  constancy  the  orders  be  from  lime  to  time 
received  from  her  majesty,  ns  (he  nature  and 
oircumstmices  of  things  would  give  leave ; and 
in  case  her  late  majesty  found  it  impracticable 
to  pendst  in  ber  first  a esigns  of  gaming  Spain 
and  die  West  Indies  from  the  House  of  Bour- 
bon, and  (hoitglit  other  expedients  forprevent- 
ing  the  uuiou  of  the  two  monarchies  of  Spain 
>11(1  Fninutyaii^vAx  wi'lhaUswBr  tbeetidt  of 


her  several  alliances,  and  did  ihereopon  enter 
into  measures  for  obtaining  a general  peace 
in  which  her  allies  concurred;  die  said  catl 
hopes,  tliat  his  confwxning  bimseifto  the  mea- 
sures not  only  prescribed  by  her  majesty,  whose 
minister  be  was,  and  whum  it  wus  his  duty  lu 
obey,  bat  also  approved  by  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  will  oot  be  esteemed  an  acting  in 
defiance  of  the  ireudes  between  her  majes^ 
and  ber  allies,  in  contmnpt  of  the  odvice  or 
opioioD  of  parliament,  or  in  violation  of  his  iu- 
siructions:  and  he  cannot  entertain  such  diffi- 
dence of  your  lordships  Justice  .and  goodness 
AS  to  suspect  that  his  actions,  which  proceeded 
from  a principle  of  obedience  to  his  sovereign, 
and  zeal  for  the  public  service,  should  be  con- 
tleinaed  as  perfidious  or  unnarronlable.  And 
the  said  earl  denies  diat,  by  any  ofhis  practices 
any  jealousies  or  discords  were  created  between 
iier  majesty  and  her  allies,  themutual  con- 
fidence between  them  was  dissolved,  the  just 
balance  of  power  in  Eorope  betray^,  or  any 
advantage  given  to  the  cumtnun  enemy  to  im- 
pose wbat  terms  of  peace  he  should  think  fit 
upon  bee  majesty  or  any  of  the  confedemtes. 

“In  Answer  to  the  Fifth  Article;  the  said 
earl  doth  acknowledge,  that  her  late  majesty, 
in  ber  speech  from  the  throne,  on  theseVeneb 
day  of  December  1711,  having  acquainted  her 
Parliament,  ‘ That  both  time  and  place  were 
‘ appointed  for  opening  a treaty  of  jieace,’  did 
at  die  same  time  remind  them,  ‘ Tliat  the  best 
‘ way  to  make  the  treaty  efieclua!  would  be  to 
‘ make  early  provision  for  tbe  campaign and 
believes  supplies  were  granted,  ond  magazines 
provided,  for  that  end  : but  the  said  earl  sailh 
Tliac,  at  the  time  in  the  said  Article  for  that 
purpose  mentioned,  he  was  oot  iulurmed  of 
any  reasonable  prospect  (he  confederates  then 
had  of  gaining  new  conquests  over  the  army  of 
France ; nor  doth  he  believe  that  tbe  con- 
federate army  at  that  time  was  the  strongest 
that  had  been  in  (he  service  iluriog  the  whole  : 
course  ofdie  war;  hut  upon  the  informations  ^ 
he  received  at  the  Hague,  about  die  19-30th 
of  April  1712,  be  midentood,  that  die  French 
were  better  posted  than  the  confederates,  and 
their  army  stronger ; and  that  Ibe  confederate 
forces  could  not  march  to  surprise  the  French 
' ill  their  line  till  they  had  green  forage,  which 
would  not  be  up  in  the  three  weeks  at  soonest; 
and  that  the  French  had  all  their  troops,  and 
the  confederates  wanted  greet  part  of  theirs, 
especially  the  Imperialist*,  who  it  was  thuagbe 
could  not,  and  in  fact  did  not,  join  the  army 
till  about  a month  after ; and  the  said  earl  con-  I 
ceiving  die  treaty  of  peace  in  S')  great  forward-  ! 
ness,  (Tint,  by  a constant  application  of  the  pieni- 
poieiiliaries,  it  might  probably  be  hrooght  (o 
1 a concludon  in  a month’s  time ; be  did,  upou 
I these  considerations,  apprehend  it  would  not  i 
. have  bi-en  any  disservice  to  the  common  cause 
I if  a cessation  of  arms  for  n mouth  had  hcca 
then  agreed  on,  during  which  liiiir  the  n^O- 
! liatioii  might  have  been  ended  uiie  way  nr  I 
cted  be  Ihit:;  iLccordiiig  to  hi* 
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duly,  lie  mighc  about  that  timr,  in  a letter  to 
ber  majesty’s  seeretnr;  of  state,  setidao  account 
of  the  posture  and  condition  of  the  two  armies ; 
but  denies  that  be  took  upon  kirn  to  counsel  or 
advise  on  that  subject,  but  only  proposed  the 
matter  for  further  deliberation  in  England,  if 
upuD  tiiose  or  other  accounts  such  a sbort  ces< 
aaiiuo  should  be  thought  necessary ; much  less 
did  he  cbeo,  or  at  aar  ocher  time,  soggest  or 
advise  any  cessation  of  arms  CO  be  made  niib 
France,  witliout  or  againsc  the  consent  of  tfie 
allies,  or  with  design  to  disappoint  any  just  ex* 
pectacion  theymi^t  have,  or  to  give  success 
to  any  secret  or  wickedocgotiationi  wbatsoorert 
aod  (le  is  not  yet  sensible  that  a cessation  fur 
a montli,at  thiaC  time,  could  have  been  niiy  bio- 
deraiice  or  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  the  allies, 
or  have  given  the  least  advantage  to  the 
enemy : however,  in  fnct,  no  cesotioo  was 
made  upon  his  said  letter.  The  said  earl  saitfa 
he  doth  ootknuw.orbelieve,  that,  in  pursuance 
of  any  counsel  or  advice  given  by  him,  any  di- 
rections were  sent  to  her  majesty's  general  in 
Flandeis,  to  avoid  engaging  in  any  siege,  or 
hazarding  a battle  t nor  was  he  privy  to  tlie 
sending  any  such  directions;  and  he  denies 
that  he  advised  her  late  majesty  to  send  any 
person,  much  leas  himself  from  England,  to 
the  army  in  Flanders,  to  cause  a cessation  of 
arms  Co  be  made  or  proclaimed,  between 
her  majesty  and  the  French  army ; but  ac- 
knowledges that,  be  being  her  majesty’s  am- 
hassador,  site  was  pleased  to  give  £im  orders 
and  instructions,  under  ber  sign  mnnual,  dated 
tbe  !21st  day  of  June  17t3,  whereby  he  was 
commanded  ‘ to  make  all  possible  dispatch 'to 
'the army  in  the  LowCuumriei;  and,  upon 
' his  arrival  there,  to  inform  bet  general  and 
‘ commander  ill  cliiefof  the  resolutions  taken  in 
'the  then  important  conjuncture  of  affairs, 

‘ aod  also  to  declare  to  ibe  generals  and  com- 
' manders  in  chief  of  the  foreign  troops  in  her 
' majesty's  pay,  aod  in  the  joint  pay  of  her  ma- 
'jesty  andihsStaces  General,  with  bow  much 
' surprise  tier  majesty  heard  there  was  the  least 
' doubt  of  ihoir  obeying  such  orders  as  they 
' should  receive  from  her  said  general ; and 
' likewise  commanding  the  said  earl  to  con- 
' tiiiue  ivith  the  said  army,  till  tbe  affair  of  tbe 
‘ suspension  of  arms  and  the  surrender  of  Dun- 
' kirk  were  determined  ooe  way  or  other;’  and 
that  thereupon  ha  resorted  to  ihp  Hague,  and 
there,  in  coojunciion  with  bis  colleague  the  then 
lord  bishop  of  Bristol,  act)uainied  tbe  States 
General  with  her  mnjesty'a  inieiuioiis  for  a 
short  cessation  of  arms  between  the  armies  in 
tlia  Netherlands,  upon  certain  cundi  lions  to  be 
pcrfiirmed  by  France,  one  of  wbich  was,  the 
eurrendry  of  Dunkirk  into  ber  majesty's  pos- 
•easiuii;  iovitiog  tbe  Butes  to  join  witii  her 
nojesty  therein.  Alter  iliis.  tbe  said  earl  pre- 
ceded to  tbe  army,  aod  acted  conformably  to 
ids  sum  iostructions;  nnd  hopes,  that  what 
was  the  performance  of  his  duty,  will  not  be  ' 
unpuced  to  bim  as  a crime : but  the  aaid  earl 
denies  that  any  cessation  or  separation  of  the 


vice ; nor  was  be  otherwise  concerned  iheram 
than  in  signifying  tlie  orders  be  bad  in  command 
from  her  mt^csty  to  her  general ; and  be 
lieve^  from  the  tot  judgment  he  can  make 
upon  the  then  situation  of  affairs,  tliat,  if 
Che  cessation  that  was  marie  \sy  ber  majesty- 
had  been  genei^y  complied  with  by  tbe  rest 
, of  the  army,  it  would  have  jncrensed  the  cou- 
' ffdeiice  between  her  mniesty  and  her  allies,  and 
iiave  obliged  the  French  king  more  speedily  to 
comply  with  their  demands  in  the  ne^tiacioiis 
of  peace ; and  that  the  most  prumising  ei- 
peotationt  from  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
daring  those  two  months  for  which  the  cessaiiou 
wns  to  continue,  could  oot  e<]ual  the  advantage 
accruing  to  tbe  confederates  by  tbe  surrender 
of  the  important  fortress  of  Dunkirk,  which 
was  put  into  her  m^esty'e  bands  as  one  ef  the 
coaditioos  of  it. 

“ In  Answer  to  the  Sixth  Article  ; the  said 
earl,  not  admitting  that  he  did  advise  or  procuoa 
a cessation  of  arms,  or  obtain  for  France  auy 
separation  of  the  troops  of  Great  Britain  from 
the  confederate  army,  or  was  otherwise  con* 
cerned  therein  than  as  in  his  Answerto  the  pre- 
ceding Article  is  set  forth,  denies,  with  a just  al> 
horrence,  that  iie  ever  had  any  treoeberoua 
purposes  to  advahee  or  promote  tbe  interests 
of  France,  or  to  render  any  future  correspon- 
dence or  lianuo^  between  ber  lace  majesty 
nnd  the  States  General  imoraclicable,  or  to 
weaken  or  distress  tbe  said  States,  or  bring 
litem  underany  necessity  of  complying  with,  or 
subroitciog  to,  the  measures  ofFraucc;  nor  did 
or  doth  be  know,  or  believe,  that  the  taking  pos- 
session of  Ghent  and  Bruges  by  ilie  British 
troops  was  likely  to  produce  nny  such  conse- 
quence; oQthe  contrary,  be  conceives,  that  it 
was  very  much  for  the  advantage  of  the  allies, 
especially  the  States  Getieral,  that  the  English 
took  posseosion  of  those  towns,  wbicii  would 
otherwise, in  oil  probability,  have  fallen  into  tbe 
liands  ofthe  French  : the  saud  earl  doth  ac- 
knowledge, that,  when  tlie  British  (roope  were 
left  by  the  other  forces  who  separaced  from  them 
nnd  were  under  a necessity  of  retiring  to  some 

Elace  of  security,  aod  it  was  reported  that  the 
lutch  had  given  orders  to  all  the  comiuandeis 
of  thetowDs,  in  tbeir  possession  to  refuse  them 
admittance  or  passage,  be  did  oot  think  there- 
solntioo  improper,  whichwas  taken  by  her  ma- 
jesty’s general,  to  send  apart/ nf  the  queen’s 
troops  to  marcli  tlirougb  some  part  oi  those 
eatvos,  to  make  experiment  whether  they  would 
refuse  Uiem  passage  ; for,  if  passage  should  not 
be  refused  them,  the  Dutch  would  be  rindi- 
oated  Irom  tbe  report  wliioli  bad  been  givtu 
out,  so  highly  reffectiog  on  tbeir  honour,  and  w 
repuguaut  to  the  repeated  profeseinns  nOd  as- 
surances of  that  good-will,  and  friendship  they 
bad  M cunsiaiuly  declared  for  Great  Britain  ; 
and  if  such  passage  should  be  refused,  it  would 
deinonstraie  the  iieccssicy  the  Englisli  troops 
wereuuder  of  i<r»oruog  to  Ghent  and  Bruges  ; 
however,  die  said  ear]  doth  ' not  admit  lliac  he 
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liopes  or  Creaclitrous  designs  as  in  the  said  arti- 
cle are  meutianed ; oordid  he  seek  anji  pre- 
tence to  put  in  execulion  any  design  or  resolu- 
tion concerted  with  the  ministers  of  Trance ; 
nor  was  any  such  design  or  resolution,  to  his 
knowledge  or  belief,  concerted  : the  said  earl 
doth  beliere,  that  a party  of  the  queen's  troops, 
being  sent  with  inrcoiions  to  obtain  adiniltance 
into  some  of  the  towns  in  Flanders,  where  some 
of  the  Eogiisli  magazines  and  hospitals  were, 
or  at  least  to  obtain  a passage  through  them 
to  someiitber  places  of  security,  were  refused 
by  tbe  Dutch  comtoanders,  although  those 
towns  had  been  conquered  chieBy  by  British 
blood  and  treasure  : but  tbe  States  General 
disavowed  their  giving  any  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose ; and  thereby  rescued  tliemielves  from  the 
reproach  of  an  usage,  that  might  have  been 
thought  inhuman  to  cmifederate  troops,  who 
bad  spent  their  bluod  for  their  service,  and  had 
done  no  actof  hostility,  nor  given  any  jnst  rea- 
son to  the  States  to  apprehend  any  ill  conse- 
quences from  such  passage  or  admittance.  The 
said  earl  doth  acknowledge,  that,  after  this  re- 
fusal ofihe  Dutch  commanders  to  receive  any 
ofihe  queen’s  troops  into,  or  permit  them  to 
pass  through  the  towns  in  their  possession, they 
retired  into  Ghent  and  Bruges ; the  forcicr 
biiving  been  their  usual  quarters^  and  the  cita- 
del thcreot  liaving  been  garrisoned  by  them 
from  tbe  beginning  of  the  campaign : but  the 
said  earl  does  not  know,  or  believe  there  wns 
any  treacherous  or  destructive  design 'in  the 
inarcliing  of  those  troops  into, or  taking  posses- 
sion of,  those  towns  : Dordoth  he  know,  or  be- 
lieves it  was  done  in  concert  with  any  ofihe 
ministers  of  France,  who,  he  is  confident,  were 
not  privy  to,  or  knew  any  thing  of  it,  til!  after 
it  WHS  executed  ; nor  doth  thestid  earl  discern 
bow  .it  contributed  to  the  prejudice  of  the  con- 
federates, oradvantage  of  the  French  army: 
but,  on  tbe  couirary,  the  said  earl  is  very  well 
assured,  that  it  proved  greatly  to  the  advantage 
and  security  of  die  former,  whose  convoys  were 
thereby  protected,  and  the  communication  be- 
tween Uolland  and  the  confederate  army 
, kept  open  ; and  iheadvantages  thereby  to  the 
common  cause  were  so  notorious  and  visible, 
that  tbe  allies  frequently  expressed  their  satis- 
faction (hat  those  important  places  had  been  so 
well  secured,  by  which  means  the  allies  hat!  all 
the  ndvanmges  of  those  towns  without  being  nt 
the  ezpence  ofgurrisons,  the  furnisbingof  which 
would  have  obliged  them  to  make  such  detach- 
ments from  their  army  as  would  have  rendered 
it  difficult  tor  iheni  to  have  kept  the  field;  and, 
on  tne  other  liand,  the  French  ministers  fre- 
quently coinplaitied  of  the  great  disadvantages 
occasioned  thereby  to  the  arms  of  their  master, 
whom  they  thought  not  well  treated  by  her  ma- 
jesty on  that  account : ond  the 'aid  earl  appre- 
hends, that  the  British  troops  had  equal  right 
with  those  of  the  States,  to  enter  into  Ghent 
and  Bruges,  or  any  other  place  of  the  Low 
Countries,  whieli  by  agreement  were  under  the 
joint  giivcrnment  of  iho  queen  niid  the  States 
tifiotral  j:|ind.tiii».t»ppnn^  Uttb«ttiin«it<ir  be- 


of  the  greater  importance,  since  the  queen’s 
troops  were  therein  enabled  loniaiDtain  a coiu- 
munication  with  £>unkirk  and  England  ; and 
was  afterwards  found  likewise  very  useful,  to- 
wards obtaining  the  removal  of  tbe  unju'iifiabie 
impositions  laid  by  the  Dutch  upon  the  Briiisli 
merchandize  in  the  new  conquests  in  tbe  Ne- 
iherlands,  uhidi  they  themselves  bad  many 
months  owned  to  be  h grievance,  but  bad  not 
before  thought  fit  to  redress. 

"The  said  Earl  humbly  hopes,  be  baa  fully 
answered  ilie  several  Articles  ezhibued  against 
him;  and  he  donbts  not  hut  your  lordships  will, 

in  your  great  wisdom,  maturely  weigh  the  na- 
ture of  the  charge,  which  is  cliielly  founded  on 
his  trnnsaciinns  abroad  with  the  ministers  of 
. foreign  princes,  and  suites,  whose  testimony, 
though  never  so  matenal  towards  clearing  his 
innocence,  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  pro- 
duce; he  assures  himself,  your  hirdstnps  will 
have  a due  regard  to  the  wide  extent,  the  great 
length  and  intricacy,  ofihe  oegocietioiis  ivherein 
he  w as  engaged  by  his  late  sovereign's  express 
commands;  to  which  he  did  the  more  cheet'- 
fully  sobiiii',  being  joined  in  the  most  consi- 
deruble  ports  thereof  uitb  a reverend  prelate, 
whose  long  residenceabrond.aiid  experience  in 
the  methods  oftreacing  with  foreign  princes  and 
.states,  had  abundantly  qualified  him  for  die  dis- 
charge of  so  important  a trust.  However  the 
said  earl  on  his  part  may  in  auy  respect  have 
been  unequal  to  the  province  assigned  him ; yet 
sure  he  is,  that  he  always  endeavoured  to  acquit 
himself  therein  with  the  utmost  integrity  ; anil 
cannot  but  express  ajustdeiestatiuii  of  (he  many 
evil  jiiteoiions  wherewith  he  is  loaded  by  the 
said  Articles , and,  as  he  humbly  apprehends 
the  scveralfaco  mmitiuned  in  tbeArticles  (if 
they  could  be  proved)  will  not  appear  criminal 
nbstnicted  from  the  ill  motives  uncLdesigns  froiri 
which  they  arc  supposed  to  proceed  ; so,  he  is 
fully  persuaded,  yourlordsliips  will  dislingnish 
between  the  actions  thenistlvca  and  the  incen- 
linns  wherewith  they  are  charged  to  be  done ; 
and  he  assures  himself,  (lint  your  lordships  will 
jmigs  of  the  sincerity  of  his  inteiitions  by  the 
tenor  of  all  his  letters  and  papers,  and  not  by 
any  particular  passages  selected  from  them ; 
and  is  secure  in  yuur  lordships  justice,  that  no 
strained  construction  of  any  such  piisvages  will 
be  made  by  your  lordsbips  to  his  prejudice.  He 
cannot  but  think  himself  extremely  inifortiinate, 
in  falling  under  the  displeasure  of  tbe  honour- 
able House  of  Commons ; nor  could  lie  receive 
the  first  imimation  of  it  without  the  greatest 
surprize,  not  being  conscious  to  liini'-elf  that  be 
bad  transgressed  any  known  law,  He  wasnnt 
without  liopes,havini;  spent  the  best  and  great- 
est part  of  his  life  abroad  in  the  army  and 
in  several  embassies,  always  endenvouriug  to 
promote  the  welfareof  his  country,  that  he  might 
at  bis  return  have  met  with  its  approbation,  as 
a recompence  for  his  long  and  faithful  services ; 
however,  he  comforts  himst-lfwiih  this  irfection 
that  every  step  of  his  proceedings  in  the  late 
>negoaaAm)iwa!i'biul.i)ti&t;e'ihdtt' majesty,  and 
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recei'^eil  her  rojrainpprnholiua  ; nor  will  it,  he 
conceives,  be  jodgetl  improper,  if  he  observes  to 
your  lordships,  that  lheSln(e>  Genenil,  in  tlieir 
letter  to  her  majesty,  a little  before  Ibo  signing 
the  peace,  nchnixvledged  they  coultl  not  enougli 
comnieiid  her  pleiii|u>i«iuiaries,  tor  the  ussis- 
tance  they  bad  given  i hem  in  their  treaty  with 
Fntiice  ; aud  tluil  all  the  Allies  gave  frequent 
ninrk>  of  their  esteem  for  the  said  earl  and  his 
colleague,  on  accuuiit  of  the  many  services  they 
hud  received  fioin  them.  The  said  earl  is  con- 
fident, itwiil  appear  to  your  lordships,  that  al- 
though hedia,->vhh  the  utmost  npplicatiun, 
pursue  the  giiorl  of  his  own  coaniry  preferiibJy 
to  that  nfany  other  naiinn  whnisuever,yeihe  was 
uever  tvanting  to  promote  the  advantage  of  the 
Allies,  particularly  of  the  States  General,  where 
it  did  not  interfere  with  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain.  A sepnmte  trency  of  peace 
was  so  far  from  his  thoughts,  tbar,  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  Irulyzeutous  to  moke  it 
genemi ; aud  he  had  the  happiness  to  succeed 
therein,  in  as  great  a degree  ns  was  erer  known, 
when  so  many  confederates  were  concerned  j 
nor  wBSthe  said  earl  less  zealous  in  supporting, 
to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities,  the  honour  aud  re- 
putation of  hie  late  royal  mistress,  which  was  so 
fsr  from  lieing  prostituted,  or  suffering  any  di- 
minuiion,  by  his  negotiiitidns,  that  her  ronjrstv 
did  through  the  whole  course  of  those  negotia- 
tions, nnd  to  the  very  hour  Ilf  her  deatli,  main- 
tain as  great  and  glorious  a character  as  any  nf 
her  royal  predecessors,  or  as  she  herself  liad 
dune  in  any  former  part  uf  her  reign. 

“ Anti  as  to  all  other  matters  and  things  in 
tbe  said  Articles  comnined,  and  not  herein  be- 
fore particularly  answered ; the  said  earl  soitb, 
hcisKui  Guilty  ofilieni,  or  any  nf  them, in  the 
intiniieranH  form  as  the  same  are  charged  upon 
him  in  and  by  the  said  Articles;  nnd  humbly 
Submits  himself  to  your  lurdsiiips  Judgment. 

'*  SrEAfroRD.” 

The  Impeached  Lords  brought  to  IheBnr  of  the 
House  ^'Lords.J  January  Ifl.  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read,  for  liriiiging  James  earl  of  Der. 
wentwater,  William  lord  Widdrington,  Wil- 
liam enrl  of  NiiliiMlalc,  Georg*  earl  of  Winton, 
Robert  earl  of  Carnwatli,  William  viscount 
Krnmure,  and  William  lord  Nairn,  to  the  Hrmse 
of  Lords  in  order  to  llieir  putting  m their  seve- 
pl  Answers  t«  the  Articles  of  Impeachmentnf 
H'?li  Treason,  exhibited  ugainst  them  by  the 
House  of  Commnns : 

TnEEAMop  Debwentwaier’s  Asswer 
^ TUS  AbTICLSS  or  lMrEACU«SFX.|  The 
sud  eurl  of  DerwentwnUtr  was  brought  up  to 
me  bar,  by  the  gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black 
: where  he  kneeled  until  tbe  loi-d  clian- 
directed  him  to  rise.  And  his  lordship 
I eepuainied  hiiii  with  the  above  tnenutmed 
'"her;  and  ileinanileil  of  him,  ' Tf  he  was 
I J^dy  to  put  in  his  Answer  ?'  which  lie  said, 

■ newas.’  And  delivering  the  someat  the  bar; 

, Kwasreadas  :i:e  mi-a? 


“The  ANSWER  of  .JAMES,  Earl  of  DER- 
WE.VTWA  PEH  f.  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachuicnt  of  High  Treason  exhibited 
against  him  by  the  linnourohle  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgesses,  of  Great  Briiniu, 
in  Parliaiocni  nucmbled. 

“ To  a charge  of  so  high  and  heinonsa  nature, 
the  said  earl  cuniiot  answer  without  the  deep- 
est concern  and  affliciiou ; which  becomes 
more  weighty  from  ciie  share  the  honourable 
House  nf  Commons  have  been  plensed  to  take 
in  tbe  accusation.  He  nsiures  himself,  how- 
ever, tiist  great  assenibiydoth  notengugein  tlie 
prosecutionofan  otfeoce,  so  open  to  conviction 
lu  the  ordinary  course  ofluw,  with  design  to  in 
lercept  that  mercy,  which  the  enrl,  from  the 
reportofliismajesty's  natural  goodness,  Iiad  rea- 
son toexpect:  it  would  l*e  a thought  unworthy 
any  member  of  that  august  body,  to  imagine  he 
cuuld  have  the  least  riesire  of  spitting  tbe  bloucf' 
ofauy  of  his  felluw  aulijicts,  whom  his  idajes- 
ty’s  great  wisdom  shoulii  think  a fit  object  of 
bis  mercy.  Tiic  said  earl  therefore  hopes  that 
his  prosecution  is  taken  out  of  ;he  common 
course  of  justice,  with  iutenlions,  that  if,  iu  his 
particular  case  there  shall  appear  any  circuuK 
stances  inducing,  favour  or  compassion,  both 
your  lordships  anil  the  Commons  may  be  inter- 
cessors with  his  majesty  for  grace  towards  him ; 
whereby  the  exercise  ufthe  royal  mercy,  upon 
which  the  eurl  depended  (which  amongst  all 
the  virtues  uf  the  crown,  moat  endenrs  a mo- 
onreb  to  the  love  nnd  aiTectiou  of  bis  people), 
may  be  extended  in  aocli  manner,  os  may  de- 
monstrate that  clemency  for  which  hia  mujcsiy 
is  so  greatly  renowned,  and  not  encourage  any 
to  oftend  upon  the  presumption  of  it  for  the 
future.  The  said  earl  acknowledges,  with  a 
real  sorrow,  that,  at  the  time  in  the  Ankles 
mentioned,  he  was  inarms,  and  wiOiothers  did 
march  through  and  iiivndc  sevenil  parts  of  this 
kingdom  ; and  coufesses  he  is  thereby  guilty 
of  the  offence  wherewiih  he  is  eiiarged  in  the 
said  Articles.  But,  ifanv  one  offence  of  that, 
kind  was  ever  attendeo  with  circumstances 
which  might  move  compassion,  the  said  enrl 
hopes  he  may  be  entitled  to  it.  He  liegs  leave 
to  inform  ynur  lordships,  tliut  his  temper  and 
iiiclinniion  disposed  him  to  live  peaceably  umli  r 
his  ma  jesty’s  government,  and  he  never  Iiud  the 
least  prejudice  or  mnlice  ngpinst  bis  persoti ; 
nor  was  tie  ever  heretofore  ctwcenieil  in,  or 
privy  to,  any  design  or  contrivniice  (u  subvert 
Or  disturb  the  escnhltshed  government,  the  lows 
or  religion  of  this  kingdom ; and,  if  auy  me- 
thods were  taken  by  others  to  accuniplisb  any 
of  thoseends,  lie  was  absuhitely  u stranger  to 
them ; nor  did  ha  iiuw  enmige  in  tins  unhappy 
unoertakingupon  nnyprnnuus  concert  or  con- 
trivance fur  any  such  porjiOM';  hue  heiiigyuuog 
nnd  unexperienced,  lio  mslily,  ami  without  any 
dehheratiun,engAg^liiniM:lf  to  moei  at  Plaine- 
ritld,  in  N.irthuinherland,  on  assumnee  that 
-Wddy'’dFW'i%lki2db^'d»ff'kcqulHiiftth  woultf 
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apjiear  there.  Tbit  bis  underiukia;;  wrs  sud> 
<ten,  appears  that  iie  engaged  in  it  without  anjr 
previous  preparauon  of  men,  horses,  anus,  or 
other  warlike  scccmtremenU.  And  m the  said 
earl  cuuaot  be  ju8tl}r  reproached  iviili  bu}-  cruel, 
severe,  or  barsn  action,  daring  the  cnntinuauce 
in  arms  ; so  ha  took  the  first  opportunit;  that 
offered  of  submitting  to  the  king's  ipercj.  After 
the  sudden  skirmishes  at  Preston,  (he  said  earl, 
vfitb  uibera,  was  solieitotu  (o  prevent  auy  far- 
ther destruction  of  the  lives  of  bis  majesty’s 
•ubjecis,  and  ineirumental  to  toduce  oil  in  arms 
to  submit  themselves  to  the  king,  provided  they 
might  be  secured  of  their  lives  i one  of  bis  mu- 
jeity's  officers,  sent  from  tlie  general,  gave  them 
encourageinent  in  believe,  iMt  the  surrender 
oftbem^ves  would  be  theready  way  to  obtain 
the  king's  mercy ; in  confidence  whereof,  when 
« cessation  was  agreed  on,  the  said  earl  offered 
himself  to  become  one  of  the  hostages  for  them 
till  the  next  morning ; in  wliicli  time  be  r& 
ceived  further  assurances  from  the  officers. 
That  the  king  was  a prince  of  known  ole- 
meney ; (bat  this  was  a distinguishing  part  of 
his  character ; and  llmt  tho  free  surrender  to 
inen^  would  be  the  most  proper  means  to  ob- 
tain it.”  The  said  eerl  bekevea  bis  majesty’s 
officers  were  very  sensible,  and  wilt  be  so  just 
as  to  acknowleiige,  that  It  tiad  not  been  im- 
practicable for  many  of  chose  at  Preston  to 
make  their  way  throngh  bis  majesty’s  forces  j 
but  thisattempt  must  have  occasioned  the  loss 
of  many  lives,  end  might  been  piuductive  of 
ill  consequences  in  tltegorernnicm,  which  tbe 
said  earl  was  desirous  to  prevent ; and,  when 
the  tune  agreed  on  for  tbe  ce^sutiu^  was  near 
expired,  and  general  Wills  seemed  uneasy  in 
not  having  received  any  message  from  those  in 
the  town,  the  said  earl  writ  a letter,  to  exhort 
them  to  surrender  to  the  king's  mercy ; and,  at 
the  same  lime,  declared  to  die  said  general  and 
other  officers,  “Tiuu  whatever  happened,  he 
was  determined  to  coutmue  with  them,  and 
rely  entirely  on  bis  loijesty's  clemency,  and 
go^ness,  which  be  hod  encour^oienc  to  mt- 
peer."  And,  in  such  circumstances,  the  said 
earl  rxinnot  disihlst  your  lordships  or  the  Com- 
mons’ readiness  to  use  their  mediation  for 
mercy  on  his  behalf;  which  will  lay  him  nnder 
(he  higbesl  obligurions  of  duty  and  nffectioii  to 
bis  majesty,  and  perpetual  fraticude  to  both 
llouses  of  ^Biiiamenc.  DEawESTwaTsa." 

Tbe  material  words  of  which  Answer  appear- 
ing not  to  be  sufficiently  express  and  clear ; 
tbe  Lord  Chaucelior  asked  the  said  eard,  “ If 
be  meant,  by  the  said  Answer,  to  plead  Guilty 
(O  the  said  Articles  of  Impeachment  i"  lie  says 
“Uedoes;  and  submia  (o  (be  king’s  mercy; 
and  humbly  desires  their  lordships  intercession 
(O  his  mi^Wy  and  Ids  said  Answer  and  Plea 
it  recorded  accordingly.  And  he  withdrew. 

Loan  WiSDXtifCTOB's  Assweb.]  Then  the 
LurdWtddriMtnn  was  brnughl  to  the  liar;  and, 
bwvini  there  am  kneeled,’wasac(piaiaied  by  (lie 
iiord  CWceUcr  wted.Q«itec,  t 
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and  asked  the  tame  question  as  the  earl  of  Der- 
wc-ntwater.  Ho  likewise  delivered  in  Lis  An- 
swer; which  was  read  asfoUews; 

The  ANSWER  of  WILLIAM  Lord  WID- 
DUINGTON,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeuel^ 
fflcnt  of  High  Treaiou  exhibited  against 
him,  by  the  Honourable  die  Knights,  Ci- 
inens,  and  Burgesses,  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Parliament  assembled. 

" It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  anri  afi^ 
ffiction  the  said  lord  appears  before  iliis  august 
assembly,  charged  with  crimes  of  (be  most 
tseinous  nature  : and  though  it  is  natural  to 
mankind  to  endeavour  to  conceal  their  guilt, 
andtnakeuse  of  all  tuannet  of  defence,  espe- 
(fialiy  in  the  (Mse  oflifis;  yet,  as  be  surrendered 
biruselfat  Presiuu,  entirely  relying  on  his  ma- 
jesty’s mercy  : so  be  bnow  resolved  not  to  toke 
any  measures  which  may  argue  the  least  dif- 
fidence of  that  mercy,  or  of  your  lordships  good- 
ness ; and  cberefore,  the  said  lord  confesses,  be 
IsGuilty  ofthe  Treason  wherewith  he  is  charged 
in  the  said  Articles.  And,  after  having  thus 
freely  acknowledged  his  offence,  he  begs  leave 
to  lay  his  case  before  your  lordships ; and  hum- 
bly hopes,  when  the  particular  circumstances 
are  considered,  it  will  not  be  thought  to  merit 
Use  most  rigorous  punishment ; but  that  both 
your  lordships  and  the  honourable  House  of 
Commons  will  look  upon  him  as  a proper  ol^ 
ject  of  his  mujesty’s  clemency : And  he  hum- 
bly hopes,  he  may  be  thongbt  the  less  unworthy 
of  favor,  in  that  he  never  btfore  offended,  nor 
was  at  j^ny  time  privy  toj  or  acquainted  with, 
any  design,  or  contrivance,  to  destroy,  or  dis- 
tnrh,  the  established  government,  the  laws,  or 
religiou,  of  this  kingdom:  but  came  nnaweres 
into  lids  sudden  and  unpremeditated  action  j 
For,  although  be  hath  met  with  public  rumours 
and  reports  of  iaiended  invasions  from  abroad, 
and  iusurrections  at  home  ; yethe  never  knew, 
or  any , other  way  heard,  of  any  formed  design  . 
against  the  goverument,  till  he  was  (old,  the 
mj-ht  before,  of  a meeting  iutended  at  Plaioe- 
field,  inNnrthufflberlatui,on  cbeSlh  of  October  | 
lost;  and  Iteing  soon  after  informed,  that  al-  ' 
most  all  bis  neighbours  and  acquaintance  bad 
met  there  in  arms,  lie  took  a hasty  and  iocou-  . 
sideratc  resolution  of  joining  them : Nor  was 
he  in  any  sort  prepnrea  for  such  an  undertaking 
having  only  some  of  his  own  family  with  him, 
no  arms  but  his  canraon  fowling  pieces  and 
wearing  swords,  and  fewer  horses  than  hc  had 
consiaiiUy  kept  for  several  years  before;  nad 
nothing  but  the  report  of  so  many  ofliis  friends 
being  engaged  could  have  harried  hkn  ou  to  an 
eainq>rize,9o  unaccountably  rush  aad  unjustifia- 
ble, And  lie  is  willing  to  hops,  your  lordships 
will  esteem  it  tome  ailevintion  of  bis  crime, 
Uuu,  in  a coiomocion  of  that  nature,  there  was 
lu  little  violation  of  the  rights  and  properties  of 
those  wbo  opposed  them  ; for,  be  believes,  few 
instances  can  ba  found,  wltere  such  a rauliirade 
.TjORtuMied,,'  K(,.{png.:iia'.,;inBji,  ivitlaxu  doiofi 
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rreater  acts  nf  violence  and  injustice.  Tbc 
laid  lord  cannot  charge  hitoseif  with  an;  in-’ 
iurious  acts  to  tlie  propert;  of  his  fellow  sub- 
jects, aod  endeavoured  to  prevent  them  in 
oihers;  and  hopes  it  was  thence  owing,  in  some 
measure,  that  there  was  sbotyn  all  along  greater 
marks  of  moderation  and  humanity  than  is 
common  in  such  a warlike  and  hostile  proceed- 
ing. The  suddennessof  the  attack  at  Preston, 
wiibodt  an;  previous  suimnoos,  admitted  no 
time  for  meditating  n subaiission  before  the 
loss  of  chat  blood  which  was  there  unforcunatel; 
spilt ; but,  after  the  beat  and  surprize  of  the 
first  action  was  over,  a cessation  of  arms  was 
desired  : and,  upon  the  mutual  messages  which 
then  passed,  tiie  officer  sent  from  (be  general 
eocournged  them  to  believe  the  surrendering 
themselves  would  be  the  read;  wa;to  obtain 
the  king's  mere; ; and  gave  them  repeated  as- 
surances, ‘ That  Che;  submitted  to  a prince  of 
■ the  greatest  clemenc;  in  the  world.’  Upon 
these  hopes  and  assurances,  the;  made  a ge- 
neral surrender  of  themselves  to  the  king.  And 
Ae  sail!  lord  mn;  Jusll;  take  notice  to  vour 
lordships,  that,  as  be  was  the  last  who  took  up 
arms,  so  be  was  the  first  who  procured  a meeting 
oflbe  chief  persons  among  cWm  in  order  to  Uv 
diem  down  ; aod  cannot  doubt  but  ;our  lord- 
sbipa  and  the  honourable  House  of  Commous 
wilT  think  it  equitable  w make  some  dittinotioD 
between  as  obstinate  resstance  end  an  earl; 
and  bumble  submissian,  wbereh;  the  peace  and 
tranquillit;  of  this  part  of  his  majes^'s  dumi- 
aions  was  eniirel;  restored.  Nature  must  have 
startid  at  ;ielduiE  themselves  op  to  a certain 
sod  ignominiotis  death ; when  it  must  be  ac- 
knowkedged,  that  it  was  not  impracticable  for 
man;  of  tlmm  to  have  escaped  : aod  it  was 
poKible  so  great  a number,  grown  rlesperate, 
n^ht  have  obtained  farther  success,  and  rbere- 
b;  prevented  the  so  speed;  suppressing  that  in- 
surrection : But  the  said  lord  aud  tiie  ten  hav- 
ing, with  the  utmost  confidence,  relied  on  the 
SHurancea  of  his  majesty’s  great  clemency,  and 
die  bopea  of  mere;  which  had  been  ^ven  them 
finm  the  officers  who  cominended  the  royal 
farces;  he  is  encouraged,  with  great  earnest- 
Bess,  to  implore  the  intererssian  of  your  iord- 
ihips  anil  the  bnnourable  House  of  Commons 
with  his  majest;,  for  that  mere;  on  which  the; 
wboll;  depended  : aod  as  he  dolii  not  know 
where  mere;  was  refused  to  those  who  so  earl; 
and  with  so  much  resignation  submitted  to  it ; 

I to,  he  humbly  hopes,  your  lordships  may  be  in- 
duced to  diink  that  tu  exercise  of  this  divine 
vinue,  by  his  majesty,  towards  those  who  cast 
Ikemsclves  at  his  rnyai  feet  upon  the  sole  pros- 
ptet  and  expectation  of  it,  will  appear  no  i«s 
fiorious  to  his  majesty,  and  prove  no  less  ad- 
^Dtageous  to  the  future  quiet  and  iranquillity 
Bf  his  government,  than  an;  examples  of  jus- 
in  such  a case,  cen  be  likely  to  do  : and 
whatever  marks  of  goodness  aod  favor  Lis  ma- 
jesty shall  vouchsafa  to  the  said  lord  will  not 
‘kfi  to  eogoM  him,  by  the  strongest  ties  of  gra- 
“Ude,  to  demonstrate,  in  the  fulare  course,  of 
■“t  life,  the  mwt  c6u8taf«’'dna''fnvl()ftFi8^ddtf ’■ 
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to  his  majesty,  and  the  most  real  esteem  and 
veneration  for  your  lordships  and  the  honoura- 
ble House  of  Caramons.  WiDeBiMOTOB." 

Aud  tlie  said  lord  Widdrington  being  a^ed, 
“If  he  hod  any  thing  further  to  sayf"  He 
be^ed  “ to  be  excused  all  imperfections  in  his 
said  Answer;”  says,  “ he  bos  been  iudi^osed 
with  the  glim  in  bs  eiumacb,  and  was  not  able 
to  employ  himself  in  preparing  his  Answer  till 
last  night,  and  finished  it  but  this  morniug ; and 
Immhly  implores  their  lordships  intercession  to 
liis  tnujesty,  for  favour  and  mercy  and  his 
Answer  and  flea  is  recorded  accordingly.  And 
he  withdrew. 

The  Earl  of  Nituiso&le’s  Ahsweb.] 
Tbeu  the  earl  of  Nithisdale  was  brought  to  the 
Bar,  Aod  having  iheie  likewise  kneeled,  was 
acquainted  with  the  forementioned  Order,  and 
asked  the  same  question  as  the  earl  of  Der- 
wentwater.  And  he  also  delivered  b bis  An- 
swer ; which  was  read  us  folbws  : 

The  ANSWER  of  WILLIAM  Enrl  of  NI- 
THISDALEf  to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
peachment  of  High  Treason,  exhibited 
against  him  by  the  honourable  thcEnigbts, 
Citizens,'  and  Burgesses,  of  Great  Britain 
in  Farliameat  assembled. 

“ It  b with  the  utmost  confusion  the  said 
earl  appears  at  your  lordships  bar,  under  (he 
weight  of  Ru  Impeacliment  by  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  ibr  High  Treason.  He  humbly 
begs  leave,  in  extenuation  of  bis  crime,  to 
sure  your  lordships  that  be  was  always  a zea- 
lousasserter  of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and 
□ever  engaged  in  forming  or  carryingon  any  de- 
sign to  subvert  tlie  ancient  established  govem- 
meut,  and  the  goad  laws  of  tliis  kingdom  : but 
being  summoned  by  those  entrusted  with  the 
administfation  of  l£e  government  in  Scotland, 
CO  appear  at  Edioboigh  ; and  being  assured,  if 
he  went  thither,  he  should  be  made  close  pri- 
soner; he  did  not  obey  the  summons  ; but  in 
all  hambic  manner,  applied  for  their  in- 
dulgence, in  dispensing  with  bh  being  committed 
to  nol : officring  to  give  any  bail  for  his  peace- 
able and  quiet  behaviour:  which  lieing  refused  : 
and  being  at  that  time  in  so  ill  a state  of  liealth, 
(hat  a confinement  in  Edinburgh  castle  would 
have  endangered  bis  life;  he  was  forced  to  ab- 
scund  and  keep  private,  till  several  of  the  per> 
sons  meutioned  in  the  said  Impeachment,  with 
many  otbera  of  bis  neighbours,  appeared  in 
arms,  very  near  the  place  where  the  saicl.eail 
lay  concealed ; and  then  he  incoiuidemtel.y 
and  unfortunately  (with  four  of  his  dnmeslirs 
and  no  other  person  whatsoever)  ioined  them, 
and  proceeded  in  their  company  io  tbe  places 

in  tbe  said  Articiesof  Impeachment  mentioned; 

but  he  knew  nothing  of  the  iotoiided  insurrec- 
tion till  the;  were  actually  in  arms.  Tiie  seid 
eari  is  deeply  sensible  ofhisgteat  effeDce;and, 
not  affectiog  delay,  nor  .being  wi'lmg  to  give 
'^UklbltlUidp^b^'liieibbo&Ud'Hb^'bfCom- 
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non*  any  uniieces!«ry  trouble ; bo  decs,  nitli  a 
*nrro?r  n)ual  to  bis  crime,  coafess  Uiat  be  is 
Guilty  of  the  Treason  in  the  said  Articles  ulTin- 
pcsebmeut  contained  ; and  throns  liiinself  at 
hit  mejt'My's  feet,  im(jloring  his  royal  tnorcy  i 
Ami,  to  incline  his  inaiesty  thereto,  nmi  induce 
your  lardslii[is  to  rccointneod  him  us  an  object 
thereof,  he  begs  leave  to  inform  your  lordships, 
that,  when  he  and  the  rest  that  were  nitb  him 
nt  Preston  had  engaged  in  a battle,  a cessaciou 
of  arms  being  agreed  to,  they  had  intimations 
from  bis  majesty's  officers,  ‘That  if  they  tuU- 
* milted,  tlicy  might  expect  the  king’s  mercy 
and  history  abounding  with  instances  of  con* 
ditioDS,  stipulated  by  generals,  even  with  rebels, 
and  afiecnards  agreed  to  and  confirmed  by 
their  sovereigns,  they  trere  prevailed  on  by 
such  encouragement,  together  niih  the  consi- 
deration of  bis  majesty's  knnnu  clemency,  to 
surrender  themselves  prisoners  ; whereby  l)ie 
lives  of  great  numbers  of  Lis  mfljescy's  good 
subjects  were  saved,  which,  by  on  obstinate 
resistance,  would  inevitably  have  been  destroy- 
ed : And  therefore,  he  must  humbly  b^syour 
lordships  will  lie  pleased  to  represent  his  case 
to  bis  majesty  in  Che  most  favourable  manner ; 
not  doubting  but,  by  your.lordships  powerful 
imcrcession,  he  shell  find,  that  ns  he  perform- 
ed the  duty  of  a good  CItcistian  in  concurring 
to  preveui  the  e^sion  of  blood,  so  he  acted 
the  part  of  a wise  man  in  relying  upon  a mercy 
so  extensive  as  that  of  his  majesty.  And  he 
presumes,  when  the  boiiourabie  House  of  Com- 
inoiis  are  apprised  of  the  nature  of  his  case, 
they  will  not  interpose,  to  prevent  him  from 
having  a shore  in  the  benefit  of  that  mercy. 

NxTUISDiLE.” 

And  the  said  earl  of  Nitliisdale  being  asked, 
" If  he  Imd  any  thing  furtiier  to  say  He 
says,  “ He  has  nothing,  but  to  implore  the 
King’s  mercy.'’  And  nis  Answer  and  FIcaU 
recorded  uceotdiiigly.  And  he  withdrew. 

The  Earl  U'infon’*  Pe/irien,  for  other 
CoUTiicl ; andj'urlhcr  time  allowed  turn  In  an- 
saeri]  Then  the  earl  ofWintoo  was  brought  to 
the  bar.  And,  having  there  likewise  kneeled, 
was  acquaimed  by  the  Lord  Cltancellur  witli  tlie  , 
fiirementiuned  Order,  ami  asked  the  same  ques-  I 
tioD  as  the  earl  of  Dervrentwater.  . He  said,  I 
" He  had  a Peiitioa  to  present  to  the  House ; 
he  was  an  entire  stranger  to  the  nature  of  their 
lordships  proceedings : and  desired  hit  Peticiou 
might  be  read.”  And  tlig  same  was  read,  as 
follows: 

“ To  ilie  right  honourable  the  I,ords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  George  Earl  of 
WisTOUN  ; 

“ Humbly  sheweth  j 

“ That,  on  Thursday  last,  I having  applied 
to  your  lordsbips,  representing  how  1 Imd 
cau^  application  Co  be  made  to  two  lawyers, 
to  act  as  counsel  fur  me,  in  the  Impeachment 
exhibited,  bgfore  .^quE  Iq^sbips.against^m^  by 
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. Uie  honourable  House  of  Commons;  and  that 
they  both  declined  to  meddle,  for  reasons  then 
given  ; your  lordships  wen'  pleased  to  allow  me 
some  niore  time  for  nominating  of  counsel  and 
I solicitors,  and  cliia  day  for  giving  in  my  An- 
swers; but,  by  reason  of  my  close  confijieiiicut, 
and  that  your  lordships  order  for  allowing  some 

Rersons  tn  have  access  to  uie  expired  on  Friday 
ist,  at  eleven  furenoon;  I imve  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  naming  ocher  counsel  nnd  solicitors ; 
nur  can  I liave  die  assistance  of  nny,  till  they 
are  appointed  hy  your  lordships,  and  they  al- 
lowed access  to  me  — Thnt  your  petitioner  has 
several-  specialities  and  matters  of  great  mo- 
nieut,  which  he  conceives  necessary  to  be  a part 
Ilf  his  Answers,  nud  which  canmic  Lcdrawnimo 
form  wiiliom  tlie  assistance  of  his  counsel  and 
suliciturs. — Funtsmuch,  iliercfore,  as  this  afiair 
is  to  me  of  the  greatest  importance;  may  it 
please  your  lordships,  to  assign  sir  Cunscantine 
Phipps  and  Mr.  Peer  Williams  to  be  counsel, 
and  Uhmles  Menzies  and  Me.  James  Lesslie  to 
be  my  sulicitdrs,  and  to  order  that  they  may 
have  access  to  me  from  time  to  lime,  tluriug 
my  trial;  as  also  tlmt  your  lordships  would  lie 
; pleased  to  allow  Mr.  George  Hereoc,  a minister 
I of  the  church  of  England,  lo  have  access  to  me 
from  time  to  lime,  seeing  I nm  confined  in  a 
, room  nlune.  And  your  petitioner  shall  ever 
1 pray,  iStc.  WtKTOUM.’’ 

' The  said  earl  of  Wintoun  was  directed  to 
‘ withdraw.  And  being  withdrawn  accordingly; 

llie  Order  made  on  Thursday  last,  upon  his  Pe- 
> titioB,  was  read:  usolso  the  several  orders  :nade 
' on  Slonday  lost. 

Orderetf,  That  the  counsel  mentioned  in  the 
said  Petition  be  assigned  bim,  and  that  either 
, of  the  said  solicitor*  be  likewise  assigned  ; and 
> that  he  have  time  Co  put  in  his  Answer  Cu  tlie  , 
> said  Articles  till  Monday  next ; and  that  the  , 
i clergyman  mentioned  in  his  petition,  being  bis 
relation,  may  have  access  to  him,  provided  he 
will  stay  iu  custody  with  him  dming  his  cun- 
''  fiuemeoc. 

Then  he  was  again  called  in.  And  the  Lord 
‘ Chancellor  acquainieil  him,  “ Thnt  tlie  House  | 
> had  considered  hi*  Petition;  and  nssigned  liim  > 
- the  counsel  he  desired,  and  would  assign  him  I 
' either  of  the  two  solicitors  he  should  choose;  ' 
I and  that  tlie  clergyman  aboveineiitioned  might 
> come  to  him,  upon  the  condition  before  ex- 
'■  pressed.” — Then  the  said  earl  of  Wintnuii  iiam- 
' ing  Mr.  Meuzies,  cbeHouse  accordingly  assign- 
3 ed  bim  for  bis  solicitor ; aod  orderetf  ciiai  the 
said  counsel  and  soliQitor  may  have  access  to 
I him  froin  lime  to  time,  at  all  sessonuble  hours. 
And  he  withdrew, 

f The  Earl  i^Camuathpleads  Cuilii/.]  Then 
the  earl  of  Carnwalh  was  hrooghc  Co  tlie  bar. 
And,  having  there  likewise  kneeled,  was  oC' 
quainied  by  the  Lord  Clumceilor  » itb  the  fore- 
I oientioned  Order,  and  asked  the  same  qiiesliuo . 

I as  the  earl  ofDerwentwater.  He  says,  “ H* 

, hns  no  Auswerin  writing;  but  desires  lo  thro'f 
L hinueif  on  the  king’s  mercy,  and  humbly  iu>-  i! 

: ^Ipejr,  to  his  me* 
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jestj,  nn  his  behalf;  aid  assures  tlie  House,  if 
tiM  same  were  ^mnred,  he  shall  (biolc  himseir 
obliged  to  live  aader  the  strictest  ties  of  It^alty 
to  Ills  rnajest;.  And  as  to  the  said  Articles ; 
be  says,  he  is  Gailiy  of  the  High  Treason  con- 
uiiied  in  the  said  Articles  n(  Impeachtwent 
against  hitn."  And  llie  said  Pica  is  recorded 
accordingly.  And  be  withdrew. 

Viscount  Keimure  pUuds  Cuiltp."]  Then 
the  viscount  Kenmure  was  brought  to  the  bar. 
Audi  baviogtbere  kneeled  also,  was  acquainted 
by  the  lord  Chancellor  with  the  forenicntioned 
order,  and  asked  the  same  <|uestion  as  the  earl 
of  Derneotwacer.  He  says,  “Helms  no  An- 
swer in  writing;  but  is  Guilty  of  the  charge  of 
High  Treason  contained  in  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachtnent  against  him;  and  begs  the  House 
will  intercede  with ' his  majesty  lor  incrcy.” 
And  his  Pleais  recorded  accordingly.  And  lie 
withdrew. 

Lord  Nairn  pkadsGuilty.1  Then  the  lord 
Kairn  was  brought  to  the  bar.  And,  having 
there  also  kneeled,  was  acquainted  by  the  lord 
Chancellor  with  the  forementiooed  Order,  and 
asked  the  same  question  as  the  earl  of  Der- 
wentwacer.  He  says,  “ He  throws  himself 
t^Q  the  king’s  mercy ; and  begs  the  interces- ' 
lion  of  this  House  to  his  majesty.  And  ns  to 
the  Articles  of  Impeachment  exhibited  agaiust 
him;  he  says,  he  is  Guilt;  of  the  High  Treason 
cuntaiued  in  the  snid  Articles.’’  And  his  Plea 
is  recorded  accordingly. 

Then  he  delivered  in  a Petition,  at  the  bar; 
and  the  same  was  read,  as  followi : 

“ To  the  right  hoonurabte  the  Lords  spiritual 
nnd  temporal  in  parliament  assembled, 
the  humble  Petition  of  WiLuau  Lord 
NaIBHb; 

“ Shewed), 

“Thnt  your  petitioner  was  edacaled,  and 
hath  always  continued,  a Protestant,  accord- 
ing to- the  discipline  of  the  church  of  Kngland ; 
and'though,  by  reason  of  some  mistaken  prin- 
ciples he  unwarily  imbibed  in  bis  leiKier  years, 
he  did  not  in  all  respects  conform  to  the  late 
Revolution,  lying  under  the  less  necessity,  for 
that  he  had  loetHed  an  heiress,  in  whom  all  the 
right  of  your  petitioner's  estate  Isinvested;  and 
though  ^ never  took  the  onths,  yet  he  always 
pcaeeablysobmitted  to,  and  lived  quietly  undtf, 
the^  vemmenc  as  by  law  established,  until  the 
hreiiag' out  of  this  rebellion,  in  which  your 
petitioner  whs  inadvertently  involved ; hut  not 
hefiire  the  lord  Mar  and  his  adbefents  had  for 
•"MnsWerable  time,  made  themselves  maeten 
®f  Perth  and  Duakrid,  and  thereby  surrounded 
jow  petitioner's  wholefestate,  and  came  to  your 
petideoer’s  bousC  Iving  in  the  middle  between 
those  places. 

‘‘  tour  petidoner  heartily  repents  of  this 
ondertilcing,  and  solemnly  de'dares,  he 
”**r*'_nothiiig  of  any  previous  oonsoftations,  or 
**tspiracies  tn  faVmfr  of  the  Pretender,  before' 
®*^"J^^appc4nHk'ia'  arms?  aor  'fcfiiifcr  yaj" 
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thingabdutcrossingihnrorth,  until  the  morning 
be  wss  sent  over  under  M'iococh’s  command ; 
and  then  nus  so  far  Horn  npprtrvmg  ol  that  ex- 
pedition, that  though,  <’>  avoid  the  impai'ition 
of  cowardice,  he  would  h-  zaid  hiS  own  person 
ihereiu ; your  petitioner  ordered  bnck  all  bis 
deppiidauts,  and  was  only  attended  l>y  his  son 
and  lour  servants,  who  would  uot  Iruve  him  in 
a time  of  danger,  though  often  desired:  Nor 
was  your  petit:nner  privy  to  any  designs  of 
marching  into  England;  fur,  having  been  bred 
a seaman,  he  had  no  pretensions  to  kuovriedge 
in  the  land  service. 

“ Your  petitioner,  being  now  sensible  of  his 
erron,  hath  pleaded  Guilty  to  the  Articles  of 
ImpencbmentofHighTreason,  exhibited  against 
-him  by  the  honourable  House  of  Commons, 
and  tiuvwo  himself  at  his  majesty’s  feet ; hum- 
bly beseeching  your  lordships,  in  commisera- 
tion of  the  deplorable  circumstauces  of  yuur 
petitioner  and  his  twelve  children,  to  recom- 
mend him  to  his  majesty  for  that  inercy,  tvbich, 
nt  the  time  of  his  surrender,  he  was  made  to 
believe  he  might  reasonably  expect. 

“ Tbis  will  lay  your  petitioner  and  his  poste- 
rity under  tlie  greatest  obligaiiuns  of  duty  and 
gratitude  to  bis  majesty,  and  bind  them  for 
ever  to  Mess  your  lordships,  as  the  mercifoi  in- 
struments of  procuring  such  a gracious  deliver- 
ance. And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

“ NiXBKX.”  ; 

And  being  asked, ''  If  he  bad  any  thing  fur- 
ther to  say  f”  lie  said,  “ he  bad  out.’’  And 
withdrew. 

Then  the  House  was  informed,  “ That  on 
the  day  the  said  several  lords  were  biouglit 
before  to  tbis  House,  nowithstanding  their 
lordships  order,  That  no  person  should  have 
admittance  to  them  without  the  special  leave 
of  the  House,  it  was  reported,  and  believed, 
that,  oa  their  retain  to  the  Tower,  they  were 
allowed  to  dine  at  a tavern,  aud  suS^ed  to 
continue  there  for  some  time.” 

Thereupon  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Toner  was 
called  in,  and  examined  touching  the  satnej 
and  acknowledged,  “ Tint  the  smd  lords,  com- 
plaining they  were  faint,  nt  their  request,  were 
permits  Co  go  into  the  Fountain  tavern  in 
die  Strand,  and  stayed  atouthalf  an  hour,  dur- 
ing which  thoe  they  were  strictly  guarded," 
And  then  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  lords  be  car- 
ried directly  to  the  Tower  when  they  go  from 
hence;  and  if  they'  desire  any  refresfament  they 
take  it  here.  And  the  said  Lieutenant  was 
called  in,  and  acquainted  with  the  said  Order. 

Then  a measage  was  sent  CO  the  House  uf 
Commons  by  Mr,  Holford  and  Mr.  Lovibond: 
-To  acquaint  tbero,  that  James  carl  of  Dcr- 
wenCweter,  William  lord  Widdrington,  ‘Wil- 
liam arl  of  Nichisdale,  Robert  earl  of  Carn- 
wacb,  William  viscoout  Kenmure,  and  William 
lord  Nmrne,  have  severally  pleaded  Guilty,  at 
the  bar  of  tbis  House,  to  tlie  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment of  High  Treason  exhibited  against 
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bath  recordcti;  And,  opon  tbe  pctiiimi  of 
George,  ertrt  of  WioioD,  (beir  lordshipi  have 
allowed  him  (into  till  Monday  next,  Co  pul  in 
his  answer  to  iliesaid  Articles. 

The  Impelled  Lords  lent  buck  to  the  Tower.] 
Ordered,  That  the  several  lords  impeached  be 
Cuareved  back  to  bis  majesty's  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, by  tlie  Licutenaut  thereof,  to  be  there 
kept  in  safe  custody:  And  that  ilm  said  Lieu- 
tenuni  do  bring  George  earl  of  Winton  to  ih.is 
Hoase,on  Monday  next,  at  IS  u'rlnck,  in  order 
to  bis  putting  in  his  Answer  to  the  Articles  of 
luipeachmeuiofllighTreasoD,  exhibited  iiguiiist 
him  by  tbe  Uuusc  of  Commons. 

litbste  on  a Clause  propwd  to  be  oildei  to 
ihe  Bill  /or  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act.]  January  SI.  Tbe  Lords,  in  a committee 
uf  tlie  whole  House,  took  into  cunnderntioo 
the  Bill  from  the  CumiDons  '*  For  eontinuiog 
the  Act  to  impowsr  Ids  M^esty  to  secure  and 
detain  suspected  persons,  &c.’'  nnd  lord  Har- 
conrc  proposed  a clause,  “ For  assigning  tbe 
reason  uf  the  Goimnicmenc;  and  for  punishing 
Informers  in  case  they  accuse  innocent  per- 
sons; as  also  for  excepting  Peers  out  of  this 
Act.”  He  was  backed  by  lord  Trevor,  tbe  duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  the  earl  of  Abingdon, 
but  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  nos 
carried  in  the  nejmiive  by  64  voices  against 
14:  afler  which  ttie  Bill  was  read  tbe  third 
time,  and  passed  without  amendment. 

Pro/sit  on  rgceling  tie  said  Clause.1  Here- 
upon the  fullowiiig  Prutest  was  entered  : 

'*  Dissentient’ 

" 1.  Because  some  provisions,  nliicli,  in  for* 
mer  bills  of  this  nature,  were  thought  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  unjust  imprisonment,  are 
emitted  in  tins. 

” 3.  Because  the  manner  of  continuing 
the  susficnsion,  by  reference  ouly,  deprived 
this  House  of  the  opportunity  freely  to  debate 
thcsoveral  parts  of  the  act  so  continued. 

“ 3.  Because  by  this  bill  the  liberty  nf  the 
subject  is  in  greater  danger,  tluin  if  the  act 
suspended  were  totally  rrponled. 

“ 4.  Because  no  pravisioii  is  made  in  this  act 
for  rescraining  the  extravagant  execution  of  tbe 
power  given  to  ministers,  wiio  are,  like  other 
mm,  subject  to  passion  and  revenge,  at  whose 
will  and  pleasure  the  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sub- 
jects moy  he  deprived  of  their  Liberty,  and  all 
conversation  with  tlietr  best  friends  and  dearest 
relaiiuns ; which  may  tend  to  tdienate  from  his 
majesty  llteir  affections,  the  best  secutity 
against  iuvasions  from  abroad  or  rohellioo  at 

“5.  Because,  though  itfflay  betiecessary,  in 
this  lime  of  danger,  to  contmae  the  sospea- 
tion  of  tlie  said  act,  with  proper  pnivisions, 
yet  not  for  so  long  n time  as  is  proposed  by 
diis  hill,  while  the  parliament  is  like  to  con- 

r*  d.  Because  the  antient  rights  and  privileges 
of  pnrliamcot,  partioulorly  for  preventing  the 
iiDpriwappai  of  pBmJtffS-of , both  vs 
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not  by  (bis  act  sufficiently  provided  fnr,  wliich 
may  tnriraidaie  tbe  membura  from  osing  free- 
dom of  speech  in  parliament,  so  necessary  for 
advising  his  majesK  and  for  restraining  the 
exorbitant  power  of  evil  ministers. 

*'  ABiKoooa.’’ 

Debate  in  <^e  Commons  concerning  the  Bill 
for  sutjiendine  Ike  Habeas  Corpus  Aci.]  Tlie 
snid  Bill  barf  been  strenuously  opposed  in  the 
Commons : 

hir.  Shippen  made  a speech  against  it,  in 
which  he  insisted,  “ That  it  invaded  the  most 
valuable  right  of  English  subjects,  .encouraged 
malicious  iiiforinutions,  and  gave  a handle  to' 
those  in  power  to  oppress  innocent  persniu; 
be  ilierefore  moved  to  have  a clause  inserted 
in  it,  to  prevent  illegal  imprisonmcncs,  and 
for  the  better  securing  tbe  liberty,  of  the  sub- 
ject in  esses  not  within  the  purport  of  (he  said 
act.”  He  was  answered  by 

M.'.  Secretary  Stanhope,  who  endeavoured  to 
sbew  tlie  necessity  of  the  said  act,  at  a lime  of 
o^n  rebellion;  and  appealed  to  the  whole 
House,  whether  the  king  or  his  ministers  bad 
made  an  ill  or  a wanton  use  of  the  power 
with  which  the  parliament  had  thought  6t  to 
introsc  hit  mujesty. — And  the  question  being 
put  upon  Mr.  Shippeu’s  motion,  it  {passed  in 
the  negative. 

The  Aiflg’s  iSpeecAre/afing  la  thertetender’s 
heading  Ihe  Rebellion  in  Scutland.l  Tbe  King 
liaving  given  the  royal  assent  to  the  said  Bill, 
tbe  I^rd  Chancellor,  by  his  majesty’s  com- 
mand, read  tbe  following  Speech  to  both 
Houses ; 

“ Afy  Lords  anti  Gentlemen ; 

“ I hod  reason  to  believe,  when  I spoke  last 
to  you,  that  the  Pretender  was  landed  in  Scot- 
land; the  accounts  I have  received  since  do 
put  it  beyond  all  doubt,  ibat  he  is  heading  the 
rebellion  there,  and  does  assume  the  stile  and 
title  of  king  of  these  realms;  his  adherents  do 
likewise  cunfidcutir  affirm,  tliat  assurances  are 
given  them  of  support  from  abroad.  This  pnr- 
liuQieiu  hath,  on  all. occasions,  expressed  so 
much  duty  to  me,  ami  so  true  :i  regard  for  ihe 
religious  and  civil  rights  uf  my  people,  that  I 
Din  (lenuaded  tiiis  daring  presnoiptiim  of  our 
enemies  will  heighten  your  just  indignation 
against  them,  unil  beget  such  farther  rcsolu- 
tioBs  os,  with  tbe  blessing  of  God,  will  enable 
me  to  defeat  their  atteiupcs. 

GentteniCD  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“ Tiie  most  eiTeclual  way  to  put  a speedy 
end  to  these  troubles  will  he  to  make  such  a ur^ 
vision  as  may  discourageony  foreign  power  from 
assisting  the  rebels;  I dn  therefore  Impe,  that 
every  sincere  FroHsinnt  and  true  Briton  will 
look  upon  the  extraontiuary  expence,  which  • , 
timely  preparation  nay  require,  to  be  the  best 
husbandry,  since  it  will,  in  alt  liumen  proba*  i 
bilitr,  prevent  that  desolation  and  those  ca- 
lamiiiesj  which  would  unavoidably  ensue,  if  the 
rebetlion  should  be  suffered  to  spread,  and  be 
sf^ppprt.e4  | 
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My  Lords  ami  Gentlemen ; 

“Tlie  world  must  be  convinced,  by  all  you 
Inve  already  dune,  that  you  have  iiutliinic  but 
tlie  honour  and  interest  of  your  country  of 
lieiirt ; und  for  my  own  part  I rely  entirely  upon 
YOU,  and  duulit  nut  but  you  will  coke  sucli  tesu- 
[ lutiuns  at  this  juncture,  ns  will  be  moiit  for  die 
I pre^eittanfoty,  end  future  ease  of  my  people." 

I The  I/rr<U'  AiiJreis  thereonA  Tlie  King  being 
I retired,  the  Lords  oidered,  Tliat  an  bumble 
' Address  be  presented  to  bis  majesty,  on  tliis 
occasion ; and  n committee  being  appointed, 
the  Address  was  the  same  day  ropurletl,  read, 
and  agreed  (0;  and,  uii  tlit  SSd  ibe  House 
tvnired  on  his  majesty  with  the  said  Address,  us 
follows  t 

“ Mo.st  Gracious  Sovereign; 

' " We  your  mnjesty’s  most  dutiful  aiul 

I loyal  subjects  the  Lonls  spiritual  and  temporal 
in'pnrliuincnt  OMCinlded,  b^  leave  to  assure 
I your  miijesty,  that  the  landing  nf  the  Pretender 
I III  tills  Itingdom,  hath  increased  our  indignation 
against  iiim  and  bis  ndherents;  and  that  wc 
i nre  fiilly  convinced  that  it  is  nut  only  requisite 
I for  tbc  security,  but  also  for  the  future  ease  and 
I interest  uf  your  majesty's  subjects,  to  exert 
themselves  on  lliis  occasion  in  a more  than 
ordinary  manner,  to  put  a speedy  end  to  theso 
preseat  disorders,  and  to  prevent  those  ca- 
I lamitics  which  must  attend  almgeriDg  rebellion 
within  the  Iringdom,  and  to  discourage  its  being 
supported  by  any  assi'tnnce  from  abroad : and 
I that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  puwer,  assist 
yuor  niojesty,  not  only  in  subduing  the  present 
rebellion,  but  in  destroying  the  seeds  and 
causes  of  it,  that  the  JiL-e  disturbance  may 
never  rise  again  to  impair  the  blessings  of  your 
majesty's  reign.” 

27it  King’s  Aiisetier.']  To  this  bis  majesty 
returned  the  followiag  Aitstver  s 

“ My  Lords ; 

I “ This  Address  is  a fresh  instance  of  yuur 
I duty  and  nlTection  to  my  person  and  go- 
vernment,iind  of  yourjust  and  tender  concern 
for  tlic  snimy  of  my  people.  The  vigour 
: and  resoluliou  you  express  on  tliia  ocension 

will,  I Lope,  contribnte  very  much  to  the  put- 
[ ting  a speedy  and  cfTecLual  end  to  this  re- 
hollion.’* 

The  Commons’  Address.^  Jannary  34.  The 
CoBiinoai  presented  on  Address  to  the  king  as 
killows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

“ We  yonr  majesty’s  must  dutiful  and  lojml 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  as-eiiibleil,  do,  with  all  buniilily, 
return  our  unfeigued  thanks  for  yuur  raqjesty’s 
Btost  graciotu  speecli  from  the  ilirnne,  aud  for 
your  great  goodness  lu  communicating  to  us 
those  important  advices  which  eu  highly  con- 
cam  the  immediate  safety  of  yuur  kingdras. 

“ We  con  never  sulbciently  express  our 
grateful  sense  of  yuur  majesty’s  constant  care 
^d  tenderness  for  your  people  on  every  occa- 
‘■“Oj  since  yout-iaec»«fiOiW  J.t»4lnet».*if;^»wi 
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ancestors;  but  it  is  with  the  utmost  sniisfac- 
lion  of  heart,  that  we  now  experience  tbs 
happy  effects  of  that  just  conCdecce  wbicli 
your  loyal  and  nffeciiunate  Couimotis  hare 
already  reposed  in  your  grent  wisdom,  for 
making  such  nugmenluliuii  of  troops  as  your 
majesty  sliunld  And  necessary  for  our  common 
saluly;  and  though  the  grow  th  of  the  rebelliun 
has  already  neccsriiatcd  an  increase  of  forces  ; 
yet  we  muse  ever  acknowledge  ynur  wise  and 
leader  concern  for  your  people,  in  Imving 
mude  provision  fur  our  defence  in  such  a 
manner  at  tliis  time  of  comiUon  danger,  ns 
niwc  convince  the  world,  (bat  it  is  w'icb  the 
ulmost  reluctancy  to  your  majesty,  that  any 
further  burthens  are  brought  on  your  subjects; 
and  that  your  majesty  lias  notbing  at  heart, 
but  the  security  and  welfare  of  our  people. 

“ Yuur  dutiful  CnminoDS  do  likewise  ac- 
knowledge. with  ibe  liigliest  gratitude  to  your 
majesty,  time  by  (lie  prudent  disposiiion  of  yonr 
forces,  not  only  the  designs  uf  our  eoemies  to 
liave  raised  insurrections  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  have  been  entirely  frustrated,  and  the 
peace  nnd  tranquillity  of  these  naiioiis  thereby 
]ii  a great  measure,  preserved  ; but  to  diae  we 
owe,  uuder  God,  liiose  signal  successes  which 
have  checked  the  progress  uf  the  Hebellion,  and 
which  have  given  us,  your  faithful  Commons, 
so  early  anrijustaii  occasion  to  exert  ourselves 
in  tlie'mosi  vigorous  sixf  effectual  manner,  for 
bringing  some  of  the  chief  actors  to  enndigo 
punishment.  We  ure  astciiisbed  at  the  daring 
presumption  of  the  Preteoderaud  iiisadhereuts, 
und  do  most  sincerely  aod  heartily  assure  your 
majesty,  tli.tt  our  indignation  is  hereby  height^ 
eiiedagainst  them;  nnd  that  necaiiaot  so  far 
forget  our  duty  and  affection  to  your  mgjesty, 
and  our  concern  for  our  religion  and  liberties, 
os  oot  to  take  at  this  critical  juncture,  such 
farther  resolutions,  as  vrill  enable  your  majesty, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  deleat  their  de* 
sigos.  Your  fsi^ful  Coiumoos  being  therefore 
Armly  and  unalterablir  resolved  to  spare  ao 
expellee,  and  to  dechne  no  baxard  for  the 
support  of  your  majesty’s  title  and  govemmenr, 
whereon  all  tliat  is  detr  ^and  valuable  to  at 
and  our  posterities,  under  God,  entirely  de- 
pends ; and  being  most  earnestly  desirous  to 
give  all  im^iiiuble  proofs  of  our  constant  and 
unshaken  zeal  and  affection  for  your  sacrod 
persun,  and  being  thoroughly  convinced  that 
we  cannot  more  effectually  consult  our  uwu 
security,  than  by  cesufvittg  our  entire  confi- 
dence iu  your  majesty’s  known  justice,  wisdqei 
and  gouduevs,  do  most  humbly  beseech  yuur 
majesty,  that  you  will  be  graciously  pless^  ta 
give  diieccions,  from  time  to  tine,  fur  such 
Further  augmentation  of  troops  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  shall  render  necessary. 

“ .And  we  farther  assure  your  majesty,  tJiaa 
wu  will  grant  such  soppiln  u shall  be  sufficient 
not  only  to  mainraiii  such  additional  forces 
and  to  defeat  all  attempts  of  your  enemies, 
both  at  home  aod  abroad,  and  to  prevent 
those  calamities  which  mutt  ensue,  if  (his  ua- 
nMumliiiehrJlian  he;.iul'«i^  M>,i«prwil:  bat 
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•1m  to  ennLle  ynur  majKt;,  nilh  tliC  hlts^g 
of  Go-1,  eiTc-ciuallr  ii>  shv'v  Tflur  refenuneui 
ai;amn  anj  iV>rei|Ti  po»ur,  tbac  sliaH  presume 
directly  or  iiidirfrlly,  to  abet  or  support  ibe 
Prerond-r  or  liij  adlierciiu. 

TAe  King’i  ^l«is«r.]  To  (bis  Addrees  the 
Ki..yaI>s^ve>ed: 

“ Ociiiloinen  : 

“I  thank  you  heartily  for  (his  Address.  Tfany 
thint:  could  add  Co  the  good  opinion  this  House 
of  Cmnmons  deserves  from  me,  it  nnuld  bo 
thoMal  nnd  nnnnimity  yon  have  slievm  upon 
this  occasbo.  You,nn<y  depend  upon  my  con* 
tinuiiig  nitres  as  I have  hitherto  done,  to 
make  use  of  the  confidence  and  powers  you 
put  in  me  only  for  reiCoring  nod  .securing  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  my  people." 

Juilgnunl  demanded  agaimt  the  Rebel Lordt,"] 
Jan.  33.  The  Uouse  of  Lords  being  iurormed. 
That  the  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  were 
at  the  door ; They  tvere  called  io  ; and  Air. 
Speaker  said, 

“My  Lords:  By  command  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  I do,  in  Che  name  of  themselves  and 
of  ail  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  demand 
judgment  ngainsc  James  earl  ofDerwenlwater, 
Williem  lord  Widdringtnn,  William  earl  of 
Nilhisdole,  Ruliert  earl  of  Carowath,  Wil- 
liam viscount  Kenmure,  and  Willium  lord 
Nairn,  impeached  by  the  Commons  of  High 
Treason,  of  wldcb  they  have  confessed  them- 
selves Guilty.”  And  then  they  withdrew. 

Ordered,  that,  to  morrow  morning,  this 
House  shall  lie  put  into  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  tn  consider  of  the  forms  and  mc- 
tliods  of  proceeding  to  judgmeac,  in  acme  of 
such  nature  as  that  of  the  six  lords  who  have 
nleaded  Guilty  to  the  Impeachmeot  of  tlie 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  the  Judges  do 
then  accend. 

Tub  Earl  OP  WiBTOus’s  Answer  to  the 
Articles  op  Iupbacbment.]  The  Enrl.of 
Wintoun  delivered  in,  at  the  bar,  his  Answer 
in  writing.  Whidswas  read  as  follows ; 

“The  ANSWER  of  GEORGE  Earl  of 
WINTOUN,  to  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 
ment exhibited  against  ium  by  the  honour- 
able House  of  Commons,  fur  High  Trea- 
son and  other  High  Crimes  and  MiiJe- 
mcauors. 

“ Tlicsoid  carl,  saving  to  himself  all  benefit 
of  exception  tu  the  iucerininties  and  insuQi- 
ciencies  in  the  said  Articles  of  Impeaclimcnc 
Goniaincd,  and  also  all  advantages  and  privi- 
leges beloiigiiig'  to  him  as  a peer  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, fur  answer  to  the  said  Articles,  suys,  (hat 
be  cannui  but  esteem  it . Clia  greatest  addition 
to  his  nfSictions,  to  fall  under  the  displeasure 
of  the  honourable  House  01  Comoxins  I yet,  as 
Lis  innocence  under  these  misfortnaei  is  his 
support,  so  ha  liopes  it  will  be  his  security, 
lie,  being  taken  with  persoos  that  were  in 
arms  against  thegovernmvot,  might  reasaaahly' 


justly  joined  with  them  in  the  tame  Impeach- 
ment ; but  when  it  eball  appear  bow  much  the 
eircumstancesuf  hiscBse  ddter  I'nim  otisen,  ha 
does  not  doubt  but  your  lordships  great  justtee 
will  distinguish  him  in  j-idgmeot : and  ihu* 
it  will  be  as  pieasog  to  that  honourable  body 
who  are  his  accusers,  to  have  an  innocent  man 
Kcquitted,  ni>  one  that  is  guilty  condimned. 
He  begs  leave  tu  take  notice,  (Imt  be  is  des- 
cended from  a very  ancient,  noble  family,  in 
whose  blood  (he  streams  of  loyally  were  always 
pare,  never  corrupted  or  poiliited  with  treusem 
or  sedition:  and  lie  never  degenerated  somneb 
from  his  loyal  ancestors,  as  to  form  or  carry 
on  any  design  to  subvert  or  alter  the  constitution 
of  these  kingdoms ; but,  for  tlie  preservadon 
of  it,  was  upon  oU  occasious  ready  to  sacrifice 
his  fortune,  and  even  hie  life.  Ho  was  so  cau- 
tious to  avoid  giving  occasion  to  be  suspected 
by  die  government,  Uiot  about  eight  years  ago 
upon  his  return  from  bis  travels,  he  withdrew 
fruro  all  conversution,  and  confined  himself  to 
bis  house;  never  corresponded  by  letter  with 
any  person  whatsoever  : Yet,  to  Ins  great  nik- 
furtune,  be  could  not  he  quiet  or  safe  in  hn 
closet  retirement  i tor  many  persons,  both  of- 
ficers and  others  of  the  militia  of  the  shire  of 
Lothiau,  under  the  specious  pretence  of  serving 
the  government,  but  in  reality  actuated  by 
private  pique  and  revenge,  several  times,  con- 
trary to  law,  forcibly  cutered  by  uightinto  hb 
dwellin^kousc  called  Seaion  Pslaee,  rifled  it, 
turned  ms  servants  out  of  doors,  and  carried 
away  tbe  provisions  of  bis  family  : The  jqcit 
sacred  places  did  uot  escape  their  fucyandre- 
sentment ; they  broke  into  hb  chapel^  defaced 
the  momimenls  of  lus  -ancestors,  took  up  the 
atones  of  their  sraulclires,  thrust  irons  through 
their  bodies,  ami  treated  thcia  in  n most  bar- 
barous, inhuman,  aiid  unchristianlike  manner 
cannon  and  mortars  were  brought  to  demolish 
his  bouse;  and  several  troops  of  dragoons 
having  got  the  possession  thereof,  some  of  them 
kept  guard  thcu« ; and  when  they  left  it,  many 
of  the  militia  entered,  and  kept  posseesion 
thereof  till  they  were  driven  from  thence  by  lbs 
Highlanders ; by  whom  be  was  bkewise  very 
ill  createvi,  be  being  the  tmly  person  that  was 
plundered  by  them.  By  tlicse  and  many  otiirr 
severities,  thesahl  earl  was  forced  to  leave  bb 
bouse,  and  seek  for  shelter  among  Ids  tenants 
and  nbighbours,  where  be  was  pursued  from 
house  to  house:  and  at  last  very  unfortunately 
driven  into  the  company  uf  some  of  the  gentle- 
men Diiincd  in  tlie  Tnipeuuhment.  ile  pre- 
sumes to  afiirm  to  your  lordships,  that  be  did 
oocj.iin  diinnwicba  traiierons  or  rebeUioas 
design ; but  only  witii  an  inientiou  to  preserve 
hrmself  from  bdieg  insulted  and  assassinated  ; 
for  ho  had  been  once  tiefore  taken  up  without 
any  warrant  or  aothority,  and  having  got  from 
(tie  persons  in  whose  custody  he  was,  they 
ihreuened,  if  they  could  retakehim,  to  murder 
him  1 and  had  bejore  imbrued  tbeir  bands  in 
tbe  blood  of  the  sou  of  a neighbouring  gcollg' 
man.  He  never  intended  to  have  left  his  own 
-«jWtUryj|-Bp,d  f«os,sepM^ni  nreniionad 
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ConinR  into  Eflglnnd,  he>  opposed  it.  He  wns 
fiir  from  ssjaiing  nr  cncourngbi'  them  in  their 
srorrUi  »or  informed  of  their  detignt ; end 
tTueomiicii  auraiijEerio  their  proceedings, 
that,  when  ihe^  marcln’d  lownrds  Nonbum- 
berUnd,  he  was  Cold,  ‘ The;  wore  going  along 
• the  skirts  of  the  hills  in  ticollauil,  to  avoid 
‘ geaernl  Carpenter but  afterwards  discovered 
the?  were  in  England,  when  it  was  too  late; 
end  in  return  nlohe  into  Scotland  was  ino  ha> 
zardous  ; which  he  did  nnc  attempt,  because 
be  had  reesou  to  believe  the;  would  soon  go 
back  to  Scotland. 

Altbough  be  was  constrained  to  keep  the 
other  lords  and  gentlemen  company,  yet  he 
never  joined  'vith  them  in  any  act  of  hostility, 
nor  assisted  in  taking  any  of  the  public  money, 
or  in  seizing  any  guns  or  wnrlibc  inslruineiU!, 
or  countenanced  or  abetted  them  therein.  He 
did  not,  at  Preston  or  elsewhere,  fire  a pistol, 
o^r  violence  to  any  person  whatsoever,  or  in 
any  other  menner  fight  against  or  resist  bis  ma* 
jetty's  forces ; but  with  the  rest  snrrendered 
himself  to  general  Wills.  The  honour  *of  a 
peer  is  more  valuable  than  life  itself ; and 
therefore  he  ought  tn  be  so  mach  riie  more 
cautious  (hat  it  be  not  stained  with  the  least 
imputation  of  guilt.  The  said  earl  knnws  lijs 
innocence;  and  hopes  your  lordships  will  ex> 
cose  him,  if,  in  jusciee  to  himself  aud  for  the 
preservntioD  of  hia  honoor,  be  does  not  take 
upon  him  the  gnllt  of  crimes,  the  veiy  tlioughcs 
of  wIiTch  were  always  strangers  to  nisbreast: 
and  therefore,  in  answer  to  the  Impencltmcot, 
he  says,  That  he  isNotGuilty  of  theTieason 
and  other  the  Crimea  and  misdemeanors  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Articles,  or  any  of  them,  in 
manner  and  form  as  is  therein  alledgcd;  and, 
f rhis  trial,  pots  himself  on  your  lordships,  who 
•re  his  p««B  ; and  bogs  youp  lordsiiips  to  be- 
lieve, tbit  this  enswer  proceeds  from  the  sense 
hehtsofthe  truth  ot  it,  and  not  from  obstl- 
nocy,  pr  any  iDcliaaiion  to  give  your  lonlships 
and  the  honourable  House  of  Commons  any  uii- 
necessary  trouble,  or  from  the  least  doobtor' 
mistrust  of  his  majesty’s  clemency ; but  if. 
Ufion  this  trial,  it  shall  appear  that  he  bath 
ooramitied  any  art,  which,  m the  rigour  of  the 
law.  may  be  construed  to  amount  to  the  crime 
Qf  high  treasoo,  be  hopes  the  innncence  uf  his 
heart,  and  his  ignoraone  of  the  law,  will,  by 
tile  power  of  your  lordships  iotercession,  tcn> 
dw  liim  an  object  of  his  majesty's  mercy, 
which  ho  and  the  roc,  at  the  time  of  surrender- 
;ng  themselves,  were  encouraged  by  his  ma- 
jesty's officers  tn  depend  upon. 

"Tlie  said  earl  submits  Ids  cose,  thus  cir- 
OutBstanced,  to  your  Inrdsliips  great  wisdom 
•nd  judgifaent ; and  buenbly  prays  your  tord- 
w»ps  favoarnble  ineprpretnuon  thereof;  nut 
doubting  hut  to  make  bis  innocence  appear  to 
Tour  lordships saiisficlion.  “ Wjstods." 

TAe  impeordedEorAfondewned.]  “Theim- 
peatbed  lord*  Iwving  thus  pleaded  guilty,” 
•sysTindol,  “ iIh!  9th  of  February  was  np- 
P«uted  for  'i0re?f'i«i««figShirtto5:‘ 


which  they  were  all  brought  to  the  bar  of  cb« 
court,  er^ed  in  WesiEniaster-hsdt,  and  hud 
sentence,  as  in  case  afhiglureasun,  pronounced 
against  them  by  the  lora  chancellor  Cowper, 
lord  high  steward  on  that  ooension.  Great 
solidtatioiis  wm  made  with  the  court  and  with 
the  members  of  both  booses  of  parliameut, 
in  their  behalf,  particularly  in  favour  of  tb» 
eaid  of  Derwentwnier.  On  the  ISih  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  countess  of  NiibisdaJe  and  the  lord 
Naim’s  lady,  watching  an  opportunity  when 
the  king  went  through  the  apartmeoiaof  the 
palace,  ot  St.  James's,  behind  a window  curtain, 
without  being  presented  by  the  lortl  of  tha 
bbd  chamber  in  wailing,  ns  usual,  on  n sudden 
threw  themselves  at  the  king's  feet,  begging 
mercy  for  tbeir  husbands.  This  abrupt  and 
irregular  application  could  not  but  surprise  the 
king,  and  tnose  abiiut  him,  and  therefore  proved 
as  inefibctual  ss  those,  wbioh  bad  been  made 
in  n more  becoming  aud  artful  meuncr.  Pot 
afew  days  after  a resolution  was  taken  in 
council,  to  cause  the  semeocepassed  on  these 
lords  to  be  executed  ; for  which  purpose  the 
necessnn  warrants  and  orders  were,  on  the 
Idth  of  February,  sent,  both  to  the  lieutenant 
ofifteTower,  nndtotbeaherifls  of  the  city  of 
London  and  Middlesex.  The  oesE  morning, 
the  countess  of  Derwentwater,  acteuded  by 
her  sister,  and  accompanied  by  the  duicbesses 
of  Cleveland  and  Bolton,  and  several  other 
Indies  of  the  first  rank,  was,  by  the  dukes  of 
Richmond  and  St-  Albans,  int^uced  into  the 
king's  bed-chamber,  where  she  humbly  im- 
plored his  clemency  for  her  oDfurtonBCe  con- 
sort : and  then  withdrew. 

“ It  is  very  probable,  the  countess  of  Der- 
wentwater  received  no  favourable  answer  from 
the  court;  for,  on  the  21sC  of  February,  she, 
with  the  ladies  ofsome  other  eondemoed  lords, 
and  aboutSO  more  ofdtstinciion,  went  u the 
lobby  of  the  House  of  Peers  to  beg  their  in- 
terressinn  : but  the  Lords  did  not  then  think 
fit  to  take  notice  of  their  petitions.  The 
next  morning, the  ladies  in  distress,  with  a still 
greater  attendance  than  the  day  before,  went 
to  Westminster  to  petition  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, where  by  this  time,  not  a few  mem- 
bers appeared  inclined  tn  mercy.  Sir  Bkhard 
Steele,  among  ilie  rest, .offered  one  of  these  pe- 
tition.', and  made  a long  speech  on  diet  sab- 
jeci,  und  wns  seconded  by  Mr.  Farrer,  Mr. 
Sbijipeii,  and ’some  others  ; but  they  were  op- 
posed by  all  ibe  lending  members  of  the  pre- 
vailing side  ; mid,  though  0 great  many  who 
used  to  vote  with  tlsem,  went  over  on  this  oc- 
casion Co  the  other  party,  yet  a morion  beir^ 
made,  and  the  rguertion  put  for  adjouraing  Co 
the  1st  of  March,  rhe.  adjnnnuner.c  was  car- 
ried by  a mujority  uf  seven  voices  only,  ld% 
to  155. 

'*  The  ladies  of  the  condemned  fords  were 
more  successful  with  the  Peers  than  with  the 
Commons.  The  duke  of  Richmond,  a near  re- 
lation of  theeirl  of  Dcnveniwater,  and  on^of 
the  lords  allowed  by  the  House  to  assist  hTra, 
in  his 
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&vour,  bat  at  (be  same  time  iie  declnred  he  j tbe  next  murniiig  liie  earls  uf  Serweiitwater 
would  be  against  it.  Tbe  earl  of  Derby,  out  and  xs'iihisdalc,  mid  ibe  lucd  Keiiniuto  ; sod 
of  pity  for  cbe  numerous  family  ofibe  lord  lor  nrspiting  elicjnnl  Widdringiou,  ilie  earl  of 
Kaim,  charged  liimstif  willi  a peliiioii  in  Ui»  Cnrnwatli,  ai.d  the  lord  Naim,  till  liie  7ch  of 
iiebalf,  as  oUterlurds  did,  upon  tlie.likeur  ilif*  I Maich.  The  saini’ eremng  the  carl  ul  N'itbis< 
fereni  motives,  with  oilier  peliiiont.  llie  ques-  dale  fuum]  iiu-uiis  in  ma>u  uis  isnipe  out  of 
lion  being  put,  whether  these  pciiiloas  should  the  Tower,  lu  a numaii's  apparel  bruu^httahini 
be  received  Bud  read,  there  arnse  a great  de-  liy  his  mothir,  who  caiiif  lu  visit  ivnh  some 
bate,  ill  which  thelord  Townshciid,  aiidseverul  reluiioss.  Tli.:  next  1110111111"  early,  three  de> 
otlier  lords,  who  upon  nil  ocrasiriiis  luid  giT^ii  laclunems  or  thu  guards  tnok  their  sererni 
uudouhted  prooh,  of  tbeiralicctiuii  to  the  pte*  po»is  round  the  sciifiuld  erected  on  Tower  Hill, 
sent  settleiiient,  were  ugahisc  it,  but  the  earluf  niid,  a little  before  ten  u’clocit,  the  earl  of 
Noitingliain,  to  ciieir  great  surprise,  declaring  Detweniwater  and  the  iuni  Kemnure  were 
ibr  it,  his  weight,  as  presideut  uf  the  council,  curiiedin  a haclcepy  couch  fruni  iLe  Tower  to 
drew  to  that  Side  several  iVers;  so  the  ques-  (he  rrumpori  Uificc,  on  Toner  Iliii,  where 
cion  was  carried  by  9 or  lu  voices.  After  the  there  was  a room  bung  witii  Mack  for  their  re- 
reading uf  the  petitions,  the  next  question  was,  ceptinn.  From  this  roniB  to  the  scalTuld  (wbidi 
whetlier,  in  the  case  of  an  iiupcauhiuenc,  tlie  was  all  covered  with  black)  there  was  a passage 
Jiiug  bits  any  power  to  reprievu?  This  1>eing  nr  gallery  railed  in.  The  curl  of  Derweiicwaier 
also  carried iiitlieathrmativu,  tliesame  wusfol-  wosiicsi  led  to  the  scaifulil ; aod  itwasob> 
lowed  by  a motion  for  an  Address,  to  desire  the  rerved,  tiuit  iu  bis  going  ihitiicr,  aod  ascuading 
ktog  to  grant  a leprieve  to  the  lonls,  who  lay  the  slep'’,  his  cuuuienance  turued  very  pule, 
under  sentence  of  daatli.  This  was  opposed  by  But.  aAer  he  bad  heeu  a few  minutes  on  the 
thefirinestfrieiids ofthe  gorerameiit;  andereii  scalTuld, his  behaviour  appeared  resolute  and 
an  earl,  who  was  for  ilie  two  first  questions,  re-  sedate,  ilaving  spent  tunc  time  in  prayer 
presented,  ‘That  though  clemency  wus  one  with  ubnok,  he  then  addressed  htmscK  to  the 
' of  the  brightest  virtues,  that  adoro  aud  sup-  sherilT,  and  desired,  lie  luiyiit  have  lihcity  u> 
‘portacrowu;  yet,  in  bis  opinion,  the  same  teudapaperwiiicUhebnildraivn  up.  This  rc- 

* siiould  be  exercised  with  discretion,  nnd  only  quest  being  readily  granted,  hu  went  to  the 
‘ on  proper  objects  and  therefore  moved ' That  rails  of  the  scaiTuIri  and  rcuil  what  follows. 

' they  should  address  the  king  to  reprieve  * Being  in  a few  iiimntcs  to  appear  before 
‘ sucli  of  tbe  condemned  lords  as  should  dc-  ' the  tribunal  of  Gud,  where,  ihougU  most  un- 
‘ serve  his  mercy.’  This,  after  some  further  de-  ' worthy,  1 hope  tu  find  mercy,  which  I have  not 
bate,  was  carried.  Then  the  earl  of Siampfurd  ‘ fouud front  nn-n  now  in  power;  Ibnvcendea- 
moved,  that  the  time  of  respite  he  lefl  to  tbe  ‘ voured  uiunke  my  peace  nitii  bis  divine  uinjes- 
king,  which  was  readily  agreed  tu;  sad  then  ‘ ty,  by  must  humbly  begging  pardon  for  all  the 
the  address  with  these  ameodnients  was  carried  ‘ sins  of  niy  litis  : and  I duubc  not  nf  a mercifut 
by  a majority  of  S voices  only.  To  this  Address  ' forgiveness  tiirough  die  merits  of  the  passion 
the  king  answered,  'That  on  this,  and  oil  * and  deutJt  uf  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ;  fur 

* otlier  occasions,  he  would  do  what  he  thought  ‘ which  vnd  I eumesily  derire  tlie  prayers  nfall 

* most.consistcQt  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  ‘ good  chriMiaus.  Afier  this  1 aut  to  usk  puritou 

‘ and  tbe  safety  of  his  people.'  ‘ of  (liose,  whom  I uiighc  have  scandaiited  by 

" This  nise  and  resolute  answer  proved,  (he  ‘ pleading  Cuiliy  at  my  trial.  Such,  as  were 
next  day,  n great  morcificatimi  to  (be  jacobiie  ‘ permiiied  to  come  to  me,  told  me,  tiiac,  liav- 
and  discontented  party,  who  were  extremely  ‘ ing  been  undeniably  in  arms,  pleading  Guilty 
elated  by  the  incliuutions  to  mercy,  witicb  a;i-  ‘ was  but  die  (unsoqurocc  of  having  tubutiueil 
peered  inhnth  Houses,  and  which  ocraviaiied  ‘to  mercy;  and  many  atgunienls  were  used 
various  reflections.  Whatever  vibs  (he  secret  J ‘ lu  pruve  iliere  was  ooiliing  uf  mnnienC  in  so 

Sring  ofiitese  iudinaiious,  it  iscertaiii,  cliatin  'doing;  among  ntl.ers,  tlie  universal  practice 
ecuuuctl,  held  tbe  saute  evening,  nhoul  the  ‘ uf  signing  leases, .wl.emoflhe  preambles  run  in 
execution  ofthe  coodemned  lords,  there  was  ' tbe  name  ufthe  person  in  possession.  Buc 
a contest  between  tlie  earl  of  Noitinghaiu  anil  ‘ X am  sttisihle,  that  in  this  1 have  made  bold 
some  other  lords,  aud  four  days  after,  th»t  ‘ wiili  loyalty,  ouviugoever  any  ntiter  hulking 
earl  was  removed  from  being  preAidem  uf  ihe  ‘ James  the  Sd  for  my  rightful  mid  lauful  save- 
council,  cite  carl  of  Aylcsford,  hit  brother,  from  ‘ reign,  liim  i bud  an  iucliiiatioii  to  serve 
being  cbaiicellorof  die  duchy  ul  Limeuster ; the  ‘ &oin  my  iufuncy,  and  was  moved  thereto  by 
lord  Finch,  son  to  the  earl  of  Notiingliom,  * a natural  love  I had  to  iiis  parson,  knowing 
from  being  one  nf  the  lords  uf  the  treasury ; ‘ him  to  be  capable  of  making  bis  people  hap- 
and  the  lurd  Guernsey,  his  cousin  german,  from  ‘ py,  And.  liiougli  be  had  been  of  u dilTereoO 
being  mosiiT  of  ibojeivel  odice.  This  cbniiEo,  ‘religion  from  inioe,  1 should  have  done  fur 
however  suddeu,  was  not  unt"reseeu  W men  ‘him  all  tint  lay  iu  my  power,  as  my  au- 
of  observation;  and  11  justified  Air.  Ilainp- I ‘cimlrirs  liiive  dune  fiir  his  predecessors,  being 
deu’s  reflecliuu,  not  many  days  hefiirc,  in  the  | ‘ thereunto  hound  by  ilie  Ihhs  of  Gud  and  man. 
mixed  Htiuse  of  Commuus,  on  u motley  or  | ‘ VVlmreiure,  ifin  (Ins  aSiiir  I have  acit-d  rashly 
minisiry.  : ‘ it  uu|-iic  not  Oi  alTrci  the  iunocent.  1 intend- 

“CursuBiitiu  tbe  resolDiion  taken  in  tbe  ‘ ed  to  wrooguobudy,  biittu  serve  my  king  aod 

conacil,  o^dgOiwers.-tb^^!#^,'  iWfiiwCi  iiopini. 
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< b;  (he  e^iample  I guv?,  to  Imve  induced  others  : 

• to  tlicir  duty;  and  God,  «hn  sees  the  secrets  of 
' my  heart,  knows  i -fieak  truth.  Some  means 
‘ have  heen  proposed  to  oio  fir  saving  my  life, 

‘ which  1 lixikra  upon  a.s  inconsisteoc  with 
‘ hoiioar  and  conscience,  and  ilierefnre  I re- 
‘Jected  theiu;  fur  with  God's  assistance.  I 

• sliall  pruter  any  death  to  (lie  doing  n base  iin> 

‘ worthy  action.  I only  wish  now,  that  tlie  lay- 

< ing  dowD  iny  lilemigbc  contrihute  to  (he  ser* 

• vice  of  iny  king  and  country,  and  the  re-esia- 

• blishment  of  the  antieni  and  foudninenta) 
<canstituiiou  of  these  kingdoms;  without  which 

• no  lasting  peace  or  true  imppiness  enn  attend 

• them,  'fhen  1 should  indeed  part  with  my 
■ life,  even  with  ple.vtiure.  As  it  is,  1 can  only 
' pray,  that  these  blessings  may  be  bestow*  d 
‘upon  my  dear  country ; niid,  since  1 can  do 
‘ no  more,  I beseech  God  to  uccept  of  my  life 
‘ asa  small  sncriticc  tnwnrds  it. — ( die  a Kn- 
' ninn  Catholic.  I am  in  perfect  charity  witli 
‘ all  tlie  world,  1 thank  Gud  for  it,  even  with 
‘ cliQse  of  the  present  government,  who  are 
' most  instrumental  in  my  death.  I freely  for- 
‘ give  such,  as  ungenerously  reported  false 

• things  of  me;  and  I hope  to  be  forgiven  the  tree- 
' passes  of  my  youth,  by  the  Father  of  infinite 
‘ mercy,  into  whose  hands  I commeud  my  soul. 

J*.  Derwektw.mer. 

P.  S.  ‘ If  that  prince,  who  now  governs, 

‘ had  given  me  iny  life,  I should  have  thouglit 
‘ myself  obliged  never  more  to  have  taken  op 
‘ arms  against  him.’ 

" After  tlie  reading  of  this  paper,  he  deliver- 
ed it  to  ibe  sheriff,  telling  him,  he  iqight  do  with 
it  as  he  pleased ; and  that  he  had  uivea  a copy 
of  it  to  a friend.  Then  turning  to  the  block,  ne 
viewed  it  close,  nod  finding  in  it  a rougli  place, 
that  might  uffend  his  neck,  he  bid  the  execu- 
tioner cut  it  off;  which  uncommon  presence  of 
miod  was  observed  witii  admiration  by  some 
of  the  slanders  by.  Having  prepared  himself 
for  the  blow,  by  caking  off  bis  coat  and  waist- 
coat, he  lay  down  to  uc  his  head  to  ilie  block, 
telling  the  executioner,  ebac  the  sign  lie  slionld 
give  him  tvas,  ‘ Lord  Jesus  receive  my  soul;' 
and,  at  the  third  limerepeating  it,  howas  to  do 
his  oiBce ; which  he  did  at  one  blow.  It  was  ' 
reported,  that  the  nigbt  before,  the  earl  of  Dcr-  I 
wentwater  having  sent  for  Mr.  Stephen  Rnomc,  I 
on  undertaker  fur  fonerals,  and  discoursing  with  ' 
him  aliout  his  own,  he  told  him,  he  woiiiil  have  ' 
a silver  plate  on  bis  cofiin,  with  nn  inscription  | 
importing,  * Thnt  he  died  n sacrifice  for  liis 
lawful  sovereign but,  Mr.  Ro>iuie  scrupling 
to  comply  with  it,  he  wnsdisinissed.  Ihis  was 
the  rensun,  no  hearse  wias  provided  fnr  him  at 
his  execotkxr ; $n  chat  his  head  was  only  taken 
up  by  one  cf  hieiervaiits  and  pulinto  a clean 
haodiiercliief,  and,  the  bedy  being  wrapped  up 
■n  black  cloth,  they  w ere  both  together  carried 
to  die  Tower. 

**  Soon  after  the  lord  Kemnure  was  brought 
lo  the  scaffold  in  the  same  manner,  accoinpa- 
"iad  by  bis  son;  and  same  friend,  aud  nttanded 
By  two  cl«r|yui<bof 
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lie  shewed  a great  resolution  end  firmness  in' 
his  gait  and  countenance,  ihougli  scmenice  nb- 
seivers  pretended  he  was  not  so  calm  within 
as  (he  earl  of  Derwenlwatcr;  which  however 
wascontradicted  by  others.  On  the  scaiTuld 
he  uid,  * he  had  so  little  tlioughts  of  dying  so 
‘ !>oun,  (hat  he  bad  not  provided  n black  siiir, 
‘ timi  ho  might  have  died  with  the  more  decen. 
‘cy  i for  which  he  was  surry.'  He  appeared  very 
sincere  and  fervent  in  Ids  devotions,  often  tife- 
iug  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven ; but  (con- 
trary lowhai  be  had  declared  in  his  speech  to 
the  lords,  when  judgment  was  pronounced 
against  him)  lie  pruyed  fur  the  Preten'der,  and 
repented  ofhis  having  pleaded  guiiiy.  He  em- 
braced aud  kissed  very  tenderly  most  of  the 
uiBcers  ami  gentlemen  on  the  scaffold,  and  bis 
sun  uiid  some  friends  twice  or  thrice.  He  had 
with  idm  Mr.  Roouie  the  undertaker,  who  was 
tu  lake  enre  of  his  body,  and  a surgeon,  who 
was  to  direct  the  executioner  in  doing  his  office. 
Hitving  prepared  fur  llie  block,  he  laid  duwn 
his  head  upon  it,  iheu  ruisrd  it  up  again,  still 
contiuuiiig  on  bis  knees;  gave  the  executioner 
some  money,  and  told  turn,  ‘ He  should  give 
‘ him  nu  sign,  but,  when  belaid  his  head  down 
‘ ngain  lie  might  do  his  work  us  he  s.nw  good.-' 
Then,  having  filled  up  his  hands  in  prayer  a 
sbnrc  time  lohger,  he  laid  down  his  head  again, 
which  the  executioner  severed  nt  two  blows. 
Bmh  the  head  and  body  were  put  into  a coffin, 
aud  conveyed  in  a hearse  to  Air.  Koome's, 
where  they  were  embalmed,  iu  order  to  he  sent 
into  Scotland,  and  buried  w-iili  bis  ancestors. 
He  neither  made  nor  delivered  iiny  speech  on 
the  scaffold  ; but  in  a letter  fuunil  after  his 
execution,  which  he  wrote  to  the  Pretender 
(by  the  sii'e  of  king  James,)  he  declared,  ‘That 
‘ he  died  for  his  faithful  services  to  his  mt^esty, 
‘ but  bopeii,  the  cause  tie  died  for  would  thrive 
‘ and  ffourisli  after  his  deaili ; and  as  he  suf- 
‘ fered  tor  his  service,  he  hoped  liis  majesty 
. * would  provide  forhis  wife  and  children,  who 
' ‘ were  in  ainiserablc  condiiion.' 

“ On  the  13lh  of  March,  ike  eni  l of  Win- 
toun’s  trial  came  on,*  ITie  loiig  trouble  and 
; delay,  he  had  uccaiioiied  >y  pelitiuntfur  time, 
' upon  the  pretence  of  wituesses  bein^  un  liie 
. road,  made  people  expect,  that  a considerable 
, defence  cmldbe  made,  aud  auiueihing  very 

Siarticular  be  urged  in  his  behalf,  either  by 
limself  or  Ids  council  : but  they  were  siirprix- 
ed,  that  when  fie  came  to  the  bar,  nnd  the  ma- 
nagers of  (he  House  of  Cotmnons  W spent  two 
days  in  opeaiug  ami  iufurciiig  the  Articles 
nxainsl  biai,  nnd  replying  to  what  was  offered, 
his  answers  were  su  weak,  and  what  his  coun- 
cil had  to  offer  so  trifling,  that  it  could  not  be 
called  n defence.  This  gave  some  cnnfirmatioit 
to  what  had  been  suggested,  tliat  he  was  a 
lunatic.  However  the  lords  were  unanimoua 
in  their  judgment,  and  brought  him  in  Guilty  ; 
and,  ou  the  19th  of  March,  Judgment  waspro- 


• For  the  Proceedings  at  large  upon  the  Trial 
of  the  impeached  Lords,  tee  6obbti('s  State 
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nouaced  agiiitic  him  hy  the  !i>r<l  Cltancellnr 
Cowp«r,  lord  Uigb  Siewafd  upon  this  oo- 
CKiioa.” 

Btbale  concfrning  the  Land  Tai  Bill.] 
February  t.  The  Lords  liaeiog  read  a second 
time  the  Land  Tax  Bill,  and  referred  it  tu  n 
committee  of  the  whole  House;  some  Peers 
were  offended  at  the  Preamble ; And  ilie  eert 
of  Abingdon  ihereupun  moved,  That  all  the 
Peen  in  lovre  might  be  summoiicd  to  aiccnd 
that  committee,  uliich  wab  done  accordingly. 
The  said  Preamble  was  as  fjUotrs ; ••  Wc  jour 
majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
CommuRS  of  Great  Qritsiu  in  parliameuc  as- 
sembled, iiaviug  hearts  filled  with  the  utmost 
gratitude  cn  your  maj^ty,  for  the  tender  con- 
cern your  majesty  ou  all  occasioas,  expresses 
for  the  extraordinary  burthen  this  iirniatorol 
rebellion  makes  necessary  to  be  laid  on  your 
htitliful  subjects,  fur  (rreserviog  all  tbeir  rights, 
both  sacred  and  civil ; and  for  yoor  majesty’s 
unprecedented  gooduess,  in  givuig  up  ail  snch 
estates  for  the  use  of  tbe jmblic,  and  in  ease  ol 
Toar  people,  as  shall  be  forieited  by  this  rebel- 
hon ; the  raising,  or  tbe  dreadfol  consequences 
whereof  cannot,  by  the  most  implacable  of 
yonr  majesty’s  enAoie^  be  ascribed  to  any  one 
act  doive  by  yoor  majesty,  since  yonr  happy 
accession  to  the  throne  of  your  ancestors;  but 
even  they  will  allow,  that  all  the  muchiefs, 
burthens,  and  calamities  wliicb  shall  attend 
this  horrid  rebellion,  ore,  in  truth,  owing  to 
t>ie  faUil  and  pernicious  coonciis  given  by  some 
persons  in  die  lute  meJo-admiDistration,  when, 
under  pretence  of  procuring  peace  ahroad,  tbe 
resent  destructive  war  was  projected  to  be 
rought  into  the  very  bowels  of  our  native 
country  at  home,  when  a popish  army,  (part  of 
which  God  has  delivered  into  yoar  hands)  was 
designed  to  be  the  protecter  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion; and  when  under  ibe  false  colour  of  pay- 
ing the  public  debts,  though  their  true  design 
was  to  deliver  us  bound  into  the  power  of  ihc 
aocirnt  enemy  of  tliise  kfngdoms;  the  same 
evil  counsellors  contrived  omiecessarily  to  in- 
CDiuber,  for  a long  time  lo  romc,  (if  not  for 
everjsevcral  considerable  branchtw  of  (i:e  puU- 
Kc  revenues,  which,  fur  many  years  pan,  had, 
from  time  to  time,  been  uscAl  lo  support  ilie 
public  exj>cncc ; which  revenues  in  former  nd- 
ministmuons,  bad  been  cerefidly  reserved  for 
that  purpose  to  the  end,  that  upon  the  conclu- 
sion of  an  boppy  peace,  which  wo  had  ilien 
reason  lo  expec^  tbe  subjects  nf  these  -re^ras 
miglit  have  reaped  riie  iruiuof  a s^hcessl'al, 
tbongh  eruensiva  war.  And  ns  joor'mmes- 
ty’s  said  oatiful  and  loyal  sotyecis  being  fully 
resolved  to  maintain  yoar  majesty’s  just  title 
CO  the  imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  against 
all  enemies  and  traiCon  wKnooever;  and  for 
that  end  purpose  to  raise  such  supplies  as  are 
ncccssan  to  defray  vour  majetcy’s  public  ex- 
pences,  tave  cheamnly  and  uoaniatousiy  gtren 
andgraoUij,  &c.” 

A CWnitttt  appomtfd  fd-Mfwire  iota  the 

Might 


T'J.— -'/lif  King's  .SpecehTtlming  to  the  [2-S9 
February  t3.  The  lord  Harcuurt  went  early 
to  tiic  Uuuie  of  Peers,  uiid  caused  iheJuurnaU 
to  be  searched  for  precedents  of  Aumndmenis, 
■nude  by  the  Lords  to  u Money-Bill  i But  few, 
if  any  could  be  found,  at  least  since  the  Kesto- 
ralion  in  IdSO,  from  uhieh  time  the  Ckimmoiii 
would  neve.- suffer  the  Lords  tu  nnkealtero- 
tions  in  bills  of  chat  Rcitore.  Vr'heu  the  grand 
Commitcee  was  sat,  scvenil  lords  spake  ugniiivt 
the  preamble  in  quKliiiu.  os  ptejuogiag  ut>t- 
ten  of  » very  bigli  and  iuportniK  caiiire,  the 
cognizance  and  ducenninatiun  of  which  pro- 
perly belonged  to  rim  llmue  of  Peers.  The 
courtiers  were  sensible  that  tills  objection  was 
wall  grounded;  hut  being  onvrilli^,  ou  the 
other  hanil,  to  put  a stop  to  the  bill  at  tins 
critical  juncture,  an  cxpMient  was  prnpostd, 
aad  admitted,  viz,  TImt  they  should  enter  in 
their  Journal » kind  of  Prutsst  or  a Declara- 
tion, importing  in  sulHtauce,  “ That,  ulebuugh 
Lite  Preamble  to  die  said  bill  couiaias  sevem 
assertions  of  fsots  different  from  the  matter  uf 
the  acid  biU,  and  which  may  possibly  hereafter 
fall  under  the  coniideretion  of  this  lioose  in 
their  judicial  capacity;  yet  iierenheless  their 
lordships,  bcioK  extremely  sensible  of  the  very 
great  and  pnblic  inconvenience  which  would 
ensue,  if  the  aecesi>ary  supply  of  money,  for 
which  the  said  bill  provides,  sbould  lie  detayed, 
have  therefore,  oat  of  zeal  for  his  majestj's 
service  nad  tbe  public  good  thought  fit  to  in- 
structj  nod  do  hereby  order,  That  it  he  an  In- 
struction to  the  Conjiniuec  of  the  whole  House, 
to  agree  to  the  said  preamble,  witbout  ony 
amendment,’’ 

And  then  the  fullowing  Declaration  was 
agreed  to  by  tlie  House  : 

“But,  to  prevent  an;  ill  consequences  from 
snch  a precMent  for  the  future,  they  have 
thought  fit  to  declare  solemnly,  and  to  enter 
□pun  tbeir  books  for  a record  lo  all  posterity, 
That  they  will  not  hereafter  admit,  upon  any 
occasion  whatsoever,  of  a proceeding  so  con- 
trary to  the  rules  and  methods  of  porlmmeut ; 
and  as  to  the  said  n.-seriions  in  ike  preamble 
Co  the  said  hill,  iheir  lordships  du  further  de- 
clare, That  they  will  not  in  any  manner  hold 
tiieinsflres  concluded  by  any  of  the  said  astcr- 
Ciuiis,  in  any  judicial  proceeding  or  debate 
whatsoever ; and  are  of  opinion,  Uiat  no  argu- 
oiciit  drawn  from  any  saoh  assertion  only, 
without  due  proof,  ought  to  be  of  any  force 
or  validity  upon  any  occasion  hefore-men- 
lioued.” 

Ordered,  Tlmt  each  Lords  as  think  fit  may 
sign  the  said  Declaration  in  Lite  Journal  at  any 
time  during  this  sessiou  orparliamunc. 

The  King^'s  Speech  rtlatiug  to  the  Prf  ■ 
temier’s  Flight  out  of  SntlajuL]  Feb.  If. 
Tbe  king  went  to  tb«  House  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  roy^  assent  to  inch  bills  ns  were  ready- 
After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  ius  ma* 

a 's  command,  read  tbe  Mowing  Speech  to 
Housetr 

“ 3<y  Lordswnd  GcDtlemen, 

, , ,ff  thu«(^iqyKtmlty  pf  ftcpotaiiiii  yoi> 
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ihst  IT!}'  rnrees  hnve  obliged  (he  Pmeuder  to 
dv  out  of  Scotland ; and  lie  »amce,  as  I nm 
inlonneH,  landed  iicnr  Grnvehiies,  bu{  I don't 
yet  know,  whellier  .my  country  in  amity  with 
US,  a ill  give  hi^i  protection,  alter  bnriog  so 
publicly  invaded  our  kingdom. 

“ Tlie  dangers  to  wliich  the  nution  nns  ex- 
posed, made  me  determine,  that  neither  the 
extroordinary  rigour  of  (he  season,  nor  any 
fallacious  proposal  of  the  rebels,  ahuuhl  divert 
ci’e  from  nsing  all  possible  endeavours  (awariis 
putting  a speedy  ami  ed'eclual  end  to  this  un- 
oatural  rebellion. 

“ Gentlemen  of  this  Ilnuse  of  Commons, 

“ I must  return  you  my  ilioiiKs  for  the  great 
progress  you  have  made  in  the  supplies.  The 
accessary  dispositions  ere  innde  for  raising  ad- 
ditional forces':  But  »s  I slinll  nlnmys  consult 
the  ease  of  iny  people,  ns  fiir  ns  it  is  consistent 
with  their  onn  security,  so  1 sh.tll  not  make  use 
of  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me,  unless 
the  restless  malice  of  nur  enemies  should  make 
it  necc-ssnrv  to  go  on  with  those  levies, 

" My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ I prumisc  myself,  from  the  zeal  and  wis- 
dom of  this  parliament,  that  the  future  happi- 
ness aud  tranquillity  of  my  subjects,  will  be 
esiablisbed  on  a solid  fimudHtion ; and  such 
measures  taken,  as  may  deprive  our  eneruies  at 
home  of  the  power,  since  (hat  alone  cau  de- 
prive them  of  the  inclination,  again  to  attempt 
the  divturhance  of  aiy  government.  This, 
tlierefure,  is  wllnt  1 think  myself  obligeil  to  tc- 
cuinuiend  to  you  as  e delil>eraiion  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  future  safely,  ease,  and 
prosperity  of  iny  people.” 


Tie  Zordt’  AddreittAerson.^  Feb.  30.  The 
Lords  waited  on  tiic  King  willi  the  following 
Address : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

" We,  your  majesiy's.  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
whjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  i 
pariiameuc  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majesty  the  thanks  of  this  House,  far  your  most 
gracious  speech,  from  the  ihroue;  and  to  con- 
gratulate ynur  majesty  upon  the  success  your 
furces  have  Imd,  iu  obliging  the  Pretender  to 
% out  of  Scotland:  And,  ns  we  do  not  doubt 
but  your  majesty  will  use  the  most  efieciiinl 
nieaiis  towards  preventing  the  said  Pretender’s 
nulling  refuge  or  protection  in  any  country  iu 
•®jiy  with  your  majesty ; so  wc  do  assure  your 
pisjescy  of  our  utmost  support  iiiid  assistance, 
■a  shewing  your  just  cesentmeut  against  any 
prince  nrsiaie  that  shall  give  him  protection. 
And  we  take  this  opportuuity  to  express  the 
true  sense  this  House  has  of  your  majesty's 
peat  wisdom  and  care  of  your  people,  in  liavr 
*ug  resolved,  not  only  to  put  a speedy,  but  an, 
Wectual,  cud  tu  this  Kebtllinn,  without  having 
Warkoiicd  Ui  any  fallacious  proposals  of  the 
labels,  which  could  only  have  tended  to  leave 
“>e  seeds  of  future  rebellions  and  distractions 
Wthii  kingdom:  And  we  do  fartiier  humbly 
tuaiik  your  majeay  for  your  erncious,  intentions 
y’*®  your  pfeb'^iie’bf  'lhV%uV£&en/ 


is  consAtent  with  the  public  safety ; not  doubts 

iug  bur,  if  ynur  majesty  judges  It  uece.isary,  you 

wilt  make  use  ui  the  power  nlrendy  gnui'ccd 
you.  And  we  do  humbly  assure  yuur  majesty, 
that  nochine  shall  be  wanting  on  nurpait,  to* 
wunis  tecuriiig,  upon  the  must  solid  and  J:isting 
I'uuiidatiims,  ynur  miijcsty's  govenimom,  upon 
which  the  mturc  happiness  and  iranquillity  of 
ihcse  kingdoms  does  entirely  depend.” 

Tie  King’s  Amxer.]  The  King  returned 
this  Answer  : 

" My  Lords, 

“I^lhunk  you  henrtily  for  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address:  I will  immediately  order  the 
must  pressing  instances  to  he  made  to  all 
princes  and  states  in  .amity  with  me,  in  relation 
to  the  Pretender;  nod  slieli,  in  every  thing,, 
always  consult  the  security  and  happiness  of 
ray  people.” 

Tie  Comwons’  Address.^  The  Commons’ 
Address  was  ns  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty's  mnst  dutiful  and  local 
suhjeeb,  the  Cnnunons  of  Greet  Britain  in  ji'ar* 
liament  nsseoililed,  do,  wiili  hearts  full  of  greii- 
tude,  reinru  your  majesty  our  untcigned  tlihnks 
for  your  most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne ; 
and  do  beg  leave  most  lieartily  to  coiigrnlutat* 
wiihyour  majesty  upon  the  success 'with  which 
it  has  pleaseef  Almighty  God  so  fur  to  bless  your 
arms,  as  to  force  (he  Preceoder  out  of  your  ma- 
jesty's dominions. 

“ We  are  willmg  to  hope,  that  no  prince  or 
state  in  amity  nidi  your  majesty  will  give  re- 
fuge, coonteoaiice,  or  protection,  to  a person 
who,  in  sojioiorious  a tnaouer,  lies  disturbed 
the  peace  of  your  kingdoms : But  the  daogeri 
'»  which  your  mnjcsiy's  sacred  person,  and  go- 
vernment, the  relivion,  Inws,  aqd  liberties  of 
our  country,  have  been  once  exposed,  iiy  this 
vile  attempt,  would  leave  ^our  Commons  with-. 
out  excuse  to  those  they  represent,  if  they 
should  see,  with  patience,  the  nation  exposed 
to  the  like  hazard  for  the  future,  by  the  Pre- 
tender to  your  majesty's  crown  being  shelicred 
in  your  ncigliboarliuod  : We  do  therefore  make 
it  our  liuruhic  request  to  your  majesty.  That 
you  will  use  (he  most  earnest  and  pressing  in- 
stances with  all  princes  and  states  in  amity  with 
your  majesty,  Tliiit  lie  may  not  be  harboured 
in  their  territories;  And  we  beg  leave  to  ^v£ 
your  mnjesty  the  strongest  assurances,  I'hiC 
wc  will,  (I)  the  uimnat  of  our  power,  coniribute 
whatever  sbiill,  by  your  mnjesty,  be  judged  ne- 
cessary in  render  those  instances  efftctual. 

“ The  tender  regard  which  ynur  majeilv  ex- 
^ presses  fur  (he  ease  of  yiicr  people,  in  dopliniug 
to  put  the  nation  to  any  farther  expence,  at 
prvsent,  for  additional  forces,  dues,  if  possible, 
neighten  that  confidence  which  we  so  justly  had 
reposed  in  you  ; But  we  beseech  your  majesty, 
that,  in  Kttlhig  the  proportion  of  forces  to  be 
oiaintained  this  year  by  sea  and  land,  ycurma- 
jesty  will  have  sueli  a regard  to  the  disposition 
and  ureparations  of,  our  neighbours,  from  dma 
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oF  your  kingdoms  agnintt  any  power  tliat  shall 
presume  to  countenance  or  abet  the  Pretender. 

“ Yunr  Cominons  caiiiioc  sufiteiencly  express 
the  just  sense  they  have  of  your  iunjesty',  cou- 
aummnte  nisdaiOi  and  firm  resolutiuu,  not  to  be 
diverted  or  amused  by  no.y  diificulties  of  the 
season,  nr  any  specions  artinces,  from  pursuing 
the  Uebels  in  Scucland  to  ibeir  several  retreats ; 
since  (but  method  alone  could  restore,  and  se- 
cure with  honour,  pence  oud  tranquillity  to  that 
part  of  your  doniinions. 

“ li  is  with  the  uimust  concern  we  obserre, 
that  the  malice  end  iaveteracy  of  our  enemies 
at  home  is  so  great,  tliiit  tliey  want  not  the  in- 
clination to  disturb  your  majesty’s  government; 
but  your  raiiliful  Commons,  m duty  to  your 
najciiy,  and  love  for  their  country,  wilt  endea- 
Tour  to  deprive  them  of  the  power,  by  taking 
such  prudent  nnd  necessary  measures,  as  may 
most  cSeccuolly  secure  the  future  safety,  ease, 
aiud  prosperity,  of  your  people." 

Tha  Kinjt’s  Aiuarer.]  To  which  his  mayesty 
returncii  tiiis  Answer ; 

“ Geutlemen  ; 

“ Ithauk  y«u  for  this  dii'.ifal  andaHertionaie 
Address:  I will  endeavour,  by  nil  proper 
means,  topreventthe  Preteiitler’s  beini  suffered 
to  give  nerpetaal  jealuusics,' by  couiinning  in 
cur  neiglibatu'buod';  and  wiil,  if  the  advices  1 
sliall  reseive  from  abroad  do  render  it  neces- 
sary, not  lose  any  time  in  making  such  an  aug- 
tnentatian  of  forces,  by  sea  and  land,  os  may, 
with  tlie  bicising  of  God,  eSectuolly  answer 
your  wishes  to  see  the  nation  secured  from  any 
toreigii  or  intestioe  atlcnipc  wliaisoever.” 

Hbt  Commons  aiijiJurM  to  prceent  tuiyeppfr- 
€alio*  to /Ae«t  in  favour  qf  the  impcachtiLardt.^ 
February  S2.  SeveralPetiiiotu*  weredelive:* 
ed  to  the  House  of.  Commons  in  bebalf  oftbe 
earl  of  Derwentwater.  ItfrrI  Widdringlon,  'earl 
of  Nitlumlale,  earl  of  Carmvaih,  lord  viscount 


• “ ^yith  a view  to  prevent  the  House  being 
tronbled  with  nny  further  Petitions,  which  it 
was  determined  h)  rqect,  VValpnle  himseir  pro- 
posed an  udjourinnenl  to  the  1st  of  March,  as 
It  was  known  tlint  their  exccuiion  wtis  to  take 
place  before  that  lime : the  motioD  met  with  so 
strong  an  nppnsition,  that  it  was  curried  only 
by  n majori^  of  seven  voices.  But  Wnipole 
proved  his  indignation  to  originate  in  viriunut 
nnd  ilisintcresieil  motives,  when  lie  stnu'il  ro' 
the  House,  ibat  be  had  been  oiTered  6O,OU0f.  to ' 
save  tbelife  of  one  single  person  (the  cnrl  of 
Derwentwater).  Ilealso  spukc,  as  one  of  the 
managers  tor  the  Commonv,  in  the  prosecutinn 
of  the  earl  of  Wliitown,  another  of  the  rebel 
lords ; and  ho  seems  in  evsry  instance  to  have 
tilled  tlie  necessity  of  aduptiug  severe  mea- 
sures ill  tlie  present  alarming  crisis  ; a mode 
cifcondnccso  opposite  to  tlie  uatutal  bias  of  Lis 
temper,  which  always  leaned  to  die  side  ofbu- 
inanity,  aspruved  bis  full  conrictiun,  that  too 
much  lenity  ibewn  to  persons  takm  in  flagrant 
rebellion,,  would  at  this  pe:^  Iiaye  pmved 
dangewu^  U 'i£e  sWWl.'’'  - ' ‘ ' 
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Kenmure,  nnd  lord  Naim,-  nfVer  sentence  of 
death  Imd  been  past  u»  them ; nevertheless, 
though  lauhy  luembcrs  were  inclined  tu  mercy, 
yet  opoD  uniotiun  made  by  those  of  the  cmi-  i 
irory  opinion;  who  were  for  Inwiiig  the  law  exe- 
cuted in  its  full  rigoor,  aiidtherefurt’weiedesir- 
ous  CO  be  rid  nf  any  farther  importunities  on 
ibis  acenunt,  the  questiou  was  pur,  that  (ho 
Haase  should  adjonm  to  the  1st  of  March,  which 
was  carried  in  the 'aSrmulive,  by  a.  niujc- 
rity  uf  seven  loiccsonly. 

Mr.Luhmere'tJilotionforaBill  to  strengthen 
the  Protestant  fntereti.]  March  1.  The  Par- 
liament met  according  to  their  adjournment : , 

The  next  day  Mr.  l-ecnmerc  made  a speech  oii  < 
the  mnl-arttuiuistratiuu  of  the  intnistry  during 
the  lost  years  of  the  late  queen,  poniculnriy  ' 
with  relation  to  the  hardships  theu  put  un  the  I 
Dissenters,  who,  he  added  were  firm  friends  to  I 
the  Protestant  succession : nod  thevisible  cou-  I 
iiivance  and  favour  shewn  tu  the  Roman  Ca-  | 
tbolics,  the  open  and  declared  enemies  of  it, 
and  of  the  illustrious  house  of  ilonriTer:  mid 
concluded  with  n motion  fur  liiingiag  in  *A 
‘ Bill  to  ntrengthen  the  Protestant  interest  in 
< Great  Brimin,  by  inforcing  the  laws  nuw  to 
' being  acainsiPnpists.’  lie  was  seconded  by 
ihc  lurd.Coningsliy  : and  no  meinber  oppusing  | 
the  motion,  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  [. 
jo  accordingly.  i 

Debaieon  lheRtpUmMBill*b*ingjrroposei  ! 
iniheHimseof  Aorifi.]  April  10.  Tlie  Duke  I 


• “ The  rebellion  was  now  quelled,  and  the  i 
strength  nf  the  rebels  iutirely  broken,  but  the  ) 
disafieddon  of  the  peoplu  was  nnt  yet  con-  \ 

Soereil.  The  parliament  was  the  bulwark  of 
ic crown;  the  vigonr  ond  unaiihnity  of  the 
king's  friends,  and  their  superiorily  in  (be 
House,  was  iIr  support  of  the  whole  affair. 
But  the  purliumcnt  being  only  of  three  years 
continuance,  by  virtue  of  ibe  Triennial  Act, 
mndein  tlic  6th  year  of  king  Wiliiam  and 
queen  Aliuy ; all  the  hopes  of  the  other  party 
seemed  to  be  centered  in  this,  dint  the  parlia- 
ment would  expire;  and  that  they  should  be 
nbic,  by  their  influence  in  the  Country,  to-chuse 
amajoriry  of  their  party  atthc  next  election; 
or  ruise  ruCb  a ferment  at  that  juncture,  us 
niiglit  moke  way  for  a saceesSful  invusion  from 
obroDil.  This  the  persons  iit  (be  helm  observed 
wttii  concern  ; and  therefore  resolved  to  Lufile 
(hesu  hopes  uf  the  eitEinief  of  the  government 
hr  prolouging  (he  ^silting  of  the  present  psi^ 
iiainent.  Ic  bBiud,itwut  Crst  proposed  only 
to  suspend  tlip  triennial  act  for  onoe,  whereby 
ihif  pariiauieiit  would  have  continued  three 
yeorx  beyond  the  time,  OC  which  it  wns  to  du- 
lerinine;  but  it  wee  afterwards  thm^ht,  that  a 
bill  for  inlorging  the  time  of  continuatice  of 
parLamenisin  geOcral,  would  be  less  liable  to 
ciceptiuof.  The  next  thing  chat  fell  irodcr 
considenriion  was,  whiiifaer  tins  inleuded  bill 
•ihould  bo  set  on  foet  in  the  House  of  Lords,  or 
in  the  House  of.ComraoasI  The  first  was 
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of  DcMnshira  made  a speech  in  the  House  of 
Xjtrtis,  represemu^  the  lucouveiiiences  that  at- 
teud  the  uieoniai  elections  of  meiohcrs  of  par- 
liament; porticulurlv,  that  ttie,v  serve  only  tu 
heep  tip  party  diTisioas,  and  to  raise  nnd  foruent 
feuos  and  aiiunositics  la  private  families;  That 


cularly,  because  the  court  being  more  sure  of  a 
mnjuncy  in  the  House  of  Commons,  if  the  bill 
miscarried  with  the  Lords,  the  odium  of  this 
project,  which,  curried  n face  of  unpopularity, 
would  notreatupon  the  Commons;  nnr  conse- 
^oeiitly  prejudice  future  elections.”  'ilndal. 

“Though  ihereheUiou  nos  extinguished,  the 
Hame  of  nadonal  disaffection  still  cumiaued  to 
rage;  The  severities  exercised  against  the  re- 
bels increased  tiie  general  discontent ; For  now 
the  danger  was  blown  over  their  liunnne  pas- 
sions began  to  prevail.  The  courage  nnd  for- 
titude  vtith  which  the  candemiied  persons  en- 
countered the  pains  of  death  in  its  most  dread- 
ful form,  prepinwessedranny  spectators  io  favour 
of  the  cause  by  which  these  unhappy  victims 
were  animaied.  In  n nurd,  persecution,  as 
esunl,  extended  the  heresy.  The  miaistry,  jicr- 
ceiring  this  universal  dUsutisfaction,  nnd  dread* 
inv  the  revotuciou  of  a new  parliament,  wliich 
might  wrest  the  power  from  their  hiction,  and 
Miort  upon  them  the  violence  of  tbeironn  mea- 
sure^ formed  a resolotion  eijually  odious  nod 
elTectual  to  establish  their  odmiiiiitnition.  This 
was  DO  other  than  a scheme  to  repeal  ihuTrien- 
eiol  Act,  nnd  by  a oew  law  to  exieud  the  term 
of  parliaments  to  seven  yeore.”  Smollett. 

'*  The  ministry  perceiving,  ami  probably  re- 
senting the  general  diecoutent  and  disaffection 
of  the  people  to  a government,  which  willingly 
concealed  even  from  iiself  the  desire  of  ven- 
^eance  by  nhicb  it  was  aciunted,  under  the 
veil  of  loyultv  aud  patriotisia,  tmw  found  or  iin»- 
gioed  the  necessity  of  adopting  a measure  fur 
Uie  preservutioii  of  the  public  sareiy,wliicli  has 
been  ever  cuntidered  as  the  higficst  and  most 
QOCOuslitutioDal  exertion  of  purhaiiieiitary  au- 
diority  attempted  sipcc  the  xrw  of  tlie  revolu- 
tion ; and,  if  we  except  the  act  of  Henry  8, 
declaring  the  prodomations  of  the  crown  equal 
in  validity  to  iictsof  parlinoient,  aod  ihe  per- 
petuity net  of  Claries  1,  it  may  not  be  too 
much  to  uffirni,  siuce  the  first  existence  of  par- 
hintenrs.  This  was  no  other  than  the  iniro- 
Ouetiun  of  the  famous  Septeunial  Oil),  in  ilm 
session  of  17IC,  by  which  the  parliament  out 
only  assumed  a power  of  pruluiiging  the  dura- 
boa  of  future  parliamcnti,  but  creii  its  own; 
end  being  elected  by  tlie  natioti  for  three  yeors, 
“lej  elected  themselvea  for  four  years  more.'’ 
Bslsbam. 

“During  thisiulerval,lbeSeptenmalBillwas' 
broogbiioco  pariiaiBeuL  AltImughWalpolcwas 
not  able  to  support  this  measure  in  the  Unuse 
ff  Commons,  yet,  as  it  bad  been  prerioosjy  a> 
ranged  with  bis  concuneoce,  and  as  he  also 
consiMtlv  opposed  ibe  repeal,  it  line  always 
bt^a  justly  considered  an  act  of  bis  adminis- 
fTotion.  lids  memorable  bill,  which  is  to  b« 
•ssiidered  as  ihe  BiilwitBf  W 
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L besides,  they  occasion  ruinous  expenees,  and 
give  a handle  to  the  cniinis  and  intrigues  of  fu> 
reign  princes;  That  {Lerefbre  it  was  becoming 
of  the  wisdom  nf  that  august  assembly,  to  apply 
0 proper  remedy  to  an  ct  il  which  might  be  uc- 
lended  with  tlie  most  dangerous  consequences. 


ligious  liberties,  because  it  effectually  supported 
the  House  of  Brunswick  oo  the  throne  ; was 
undoubtciily  one  uf  the  most  daring  uses,  or, 
Recording  to  the  representations  of  its  oppo- 
nents, abuses  of  parliamentary  power  llint 
ever  wac  committed  since  the  revolution  ; for, 
it  not  only  lengthened  the  durntbrn  of  future 
parliaments,  but  lbs  members  wbo  had  teen 
elected  only  for  three  years,  prolonged,  of 
their  own  authority,  the  term  of  chair  coptinu- 
ance  for  four  years  more.  The  great  body  of 
the  Whigs,  influenced  by  these  cansidcrauons, 
were,  nr  the  first  proposition,|»verse,  to  the  mea- 
sure, uiul  dill  not  agree  to  support  it,  til!  ma- 
ture deliberatinn  had  convincerl  them  of  its 
necesxity-  During  the  deflates  which  took  place 
on  this  occasion,  the  arguments  of  opposition 
and  defence,  were  not  unequal  tu  the  impor> 
cance  dud  dignity  of  the  subject.  We,  who 
live  at  this  distance  of  time,  without  being 
heatedby  the  warmth  of  party,  withont  suffi- 
ciently cousidering  the  temper  and  state  of 
the  nation,  and  withont  weighing  the  )>eculiar 
circumstnuces'wliich  occasioned  irs  inrruduo 
iion,mus(  cunfess,  ibac  m tlieury,  the  urgu- 
ments  uf  those  who  opposed  it,  nre  the  must 
specious  nnd  convincing;  but  if  we  recur  to 
the  evenca  of  the  cimes/  and  ibc  state  of  (he 
cotmtry,  vre  must  applautl  the  wisdom  ofUiosc 
who  sacrificed  specufatiun  to  pniciioe.  That 
the  necessity  must  have  t'ecn  greet  and  evident^ 
appears  from  the  consideration,  that  it  was 
lapported  by  men  ortlie  first  rank,  indepen- 
dence, aud  probity  in  the  kingdom ; (hut  iu 
the  Mouse  of  Lor&,  where  it  was  proposed  by 
the  duke  of  Devonshire,  there  were  only  S6 
voices  against  it,  and  that,  on  being  sent  to  (he 
House  of  Cojumons,  (here  was  a majority  of 
2G4  against  121.  But  whatever  opiiiioa  might 
be  formed  of  the  justice  of  the  right  exercised 
by  parliament,  in  repeuliiig  the  tdeivtioi  net 
and  sobstilucing  septennial  parliaments,  yet  it 
can  scarcely  be  contested,  tiiat  it  baa  in  effect 
been  highly  advantageous  to  the  wdl-hcing  of 
the  legislature,  aud  tu  ilic  re.il  interest  of  the 
nation.  Tlie  Speaker  Onslow,  who  was  no  ill 
judge  of  parliamentarj  proceedings,  was  fre- 
quently heard  to  declare,  that  liic  passing  of  the 
^ptennial  Bill  formed  die  era  of  the  emanci- 
pation of  die  British  House  of  Commons  from 
Its  former  dependence  on  the  crotvo  and  the 
House  of  Lords.  From  that  period  it  lias 
risen  In  consequence  and  strength.”  Coxe'f 
Walpole. 

“ This  has  been  thought  by  many  nn  uncon- 
stitntionol  exerdon  of  their  audiority;  and  the 
reason  giveu  is,  chat  those  who  had  a power 
delegated  to  them  fur  three  yean  only,  could 
liave  no  right  to  extend  that  term  tu  seven 
me  to 
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MpccisU;  in  the  present  ceinper  of  the  nation, 
for  ibougli  the'rebellioii  was  iiuppil;  suppressed, 
yet  the  spirit  of  il  remoioed  unconquercd,  and 
seemed  cinly  tn  wait  fur  an  opportunity  to  shew 
itself  with  more  violence  : that  the  election  of 
ft  new  parliament,  which  by  ibe  trienoial  net 
was  not  far  off,  being  the  most  favnurable  junc- 
ture 'which  the  disaffected  could  especc,  he 
thought  it  ftbsolatcly  necessary  to  deprive  them 
ofii:  For  which  purpose,  hi>  had  a Bill*  to 
offer  to  thr  House,  lor  enlarging  the  continuance 
of  parliaments ; and  at  the  same  time  he  moved 
it  inielic  be  read. 

He  was  seconded  by  the  earl  ofRocltin^iam, 
and  backed  by  the  duke  ufA^le,  the  earl  of 
Dorset,  lind  IdrdTownshend. 

The  dukeof  Buckingham,  the  lord  Trevor,  the 
earlsof  Nottingham  add  Aylesford,  and  several 
other  Peers,  though  they  did  not  directly  op* 
pose  the  bJll,  yet  were  for  putting  off  tbe  read- 
ing of  it  to  another  time  : they  did  not  deny, 
but  that  every  member  of  that  House  had  the 
rivilege  of  offering  vvliac  hill  he  thought  fit; 
lit  that  the  House  was  likewise  nt  liberty 


be  ft  fallacious  mode  of  considering  ilm  subject. 
Before  the  triennial  act,  G W.  and  M.  the  du- 
ration of  parlkimenc  was  only  limited  by  the 
pleasure  or  death  of  the  king;  and  it  never 
can  be  supposed  that  the  neat,  or  any  sue- 
cteding  parhaiueut,  bad  not  the  power  nf  re- 
pealing the  triennial  act ; und  if  tbnt  hnd  been 
done,  then,  as  before,  they  might  have  sac 
seremeen  or  i>eveiity  years.  It  is  certainly 
true,  that  the  simple  repeal  of  a farmer  statute 
would  have  extended  their  continuance  much 
beyond  wbnt  was  done  by  tho  Septennial  act.” 
Blackstone's  Commencuries,  vol.  2.  p.  189, 
Cliristian's  edition. 

• After  reciting  the  act,  6tli  William  and 
1Uary,(br  making  parliaments Trienina!,  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill  goes  on  thus,  “ And  whereas, 
it  hmh  been  found  by  experience,  that  the  said 
clause  hath  proved  very  griei’ous  and  burthen- 
some,  by  occasioning  much  greater  and  more 
continued  expences,  in  order  to  elections  of 
members  to  serve  iu  parliament,  and  more  vio- 
lent and  lasting  heats  and  aniiiiosiiies  among 
die  subjects  of  this  renlni,  than  were  ever 
known,  before  the  said  clause  was  enacted;  and 
the  said  provision,  if  it  should  continue,  mny 
probably  at  this  juncture,  when  a restless  and 
I’upisb  faction  nre  designing  and  endeavouring 
to  renew  the  rebellion  within  this  kingdom,  and 
an  invasion  from  abroad,  he  deslruciive  to  the 
peace  nnd  security  of  the  governiuent : Be  it 
enacted,  ihac  this  prestiii  pcriimneiit,  and  nil 
parliaments  that  shall  nt  any  time  hereaflpr  be 
called,  assembled  or  held,  shall  uud  may  re- 
ipeciively  have  continuance  for— —years, 
and  no  loiiger,  tn  be  uccoumed  f-om  the  Jay  on  | 
which,  liy  the  writ  of  summons,  this  present 
parliament  huh  been,  ornny  future  parliamenis 
shall  be  appointed  to  meet,  unless  this  prescai, 
oc  an*  such  parliament  hereafter  to  be  sutn- 
■ monctl, 

jesty,  bj  liein  or  stfcocssor*. ' ' 


either  to  read  it  or  not,  as  they  thought  cob- 
venient ; and  that  the  matter  proposed,  was  uf 
so  higli  a nature,  that  it  well  deserved  to  be 
maturely  weighed  and  considered,  before  there 
were unv debates  upon  it;  and  tlierefure  they 
moved  that  the  Dill  luiglit  lie  some  days  upon 
the  table,  before  the  first  reading. 

Tne  lords  who  were  for  reading  it  presently 
answered  them,  That  it  was  fiir  from  their 
thoughts  to  offer  at  the  carrying  any  thing  by 
surprise:  that  by  the  ordinary  method  of  pro- 
ceeding, every  loeiuher  had  a sutScient  time  to 
'weigh  and  consider  what  was  offered  to  the 
House.  Then  tho  earl  of  Dorset  proposed. 
That  after  the  Bill  had  been  once  read,  the 
second  reading  should  he  put  off  to  the  8atur- 
day  following;  Co  which  the  House  agreed.* 
Aprill4,  This  Bill  being,  according  toortler, 
read  a second  time,  the  lord  Cowper  put  the 
wescion,  Wbeilier  it  should  be  committed  1 
Upon  which,  there  arose  a warm  debate. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  who  spoke  first  against 
the  Bill,  said  “ Time  it  was  of  a very  extraor- 
dinary nature,  since  it  repealed  the  Triennial 
Act,  which  the  people  justly  looked  upon  as 
the  great  security  uf  their  rights  and  liberties ; 
and  that  if  it  passed  this  House,  and  the  Com- 
mons agreed  to  it,  it  would,  on  their  pure,  be  a 
breach  of  that  trust  whicii  wos  reposed  in  them 
by  those  whom  they  represeuied.” 

The  latter  part  of  this  assertion  was  denied  by 
TheDukeofifingstoojwho  urged  “ That  the 
business  of  the  legislature  was  to  rectify  old 
laws,  os  well  os  to  make  new  ones.” 

The  Earl  Poulel  spoke  next  ogaioit  the  Bill, 
nnd  declared,  “ That  be  would  have  been  for  k, 
if  he  chouglit  it  fur  the  king’s  service  and  inter- 
est; but  that  before  they  went  any  further  in 
so  important  an  afiuir,  some  method  should  be 
used  to  kuDtv  the  sentiments  of  the  nation.  His 
lordship  urged.  That  this  Bill  shewed  a distrust 
of  the  affections  of  the  people,  without  which, 
DO  king  can  be  either  safe  nr  easy:  iliac  king 
William  gained  the  hearts  of  his  subjects  by 
Uic Triennial  Act;  and  it  would  look  some- 
what strange,  that  the  most  popular  of  our  laws 
.should  be  repealed  a year  after  the  Froicscanl 
Succession  cook  phico.  After  this,  he  enden- 
voured  Co  answer  nliat  was  suggested  in  sup- 
port oflhis  bill,  viz.  1st,  That  frequent  elec- 
tions occasion  ruinmis  expences ; 2dly,  That 
they  raise  a great  ferment,  and  tbmenc  animu- 
sities  which  are  of  tlie  most  daogerous  conse- 
quence, after  the  late  rebellion  ; and  Sdly,  ihuC 
cJiey  obstruct  fiireign  ntlianccs.  He  said.  That 
no  stress  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  first  of  tliose 


• Whitehall,  April  10, 1716.  TbeSepten- 
ninl  Bill  was  this  day  brought  inu>  the  House 
ofLords  hy  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  .seconded 
hy  lord  Rurkingham,  and  there  appeared  but 
littlespirit  nr  power  to  oppose  it.  When  ibi* 
is  pas-ed,  >•  e nmy  perhaps  he  able  to  apeak  in 
a more  pereiupturv  mnniicr  tu  Fraoce,  than 
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objections,  expences  at  ekclious  being  vnlun- 
(nr;  : time  as  to  tlie  sircoiiii,  be^^ns  Si‘riy  t'lerc 
bau  been  a rebellion,  but  time  now  it  hap- 
pily suppressed  t and  as  lu  the  tiiirU  suggestion, 
Tlint  Hint  was  of  no  weigiit  with  him,  it  being 
)iis  npiiiinu,  that  in  a matter  wliicli  so  nenriy 
concerns  our  conslilu'ion,  we  ovigbt  to  Imre  i 
regard  to  ourselves  only,  and  not  to  foreign-  ' 
eis;  upon  all  whirli  cunsitleraliuns,  he  was 
against  the  cninmittine  of  this  Bill.’’ 

The  Earl  of  Dorset  said,“  That  they  who  now 
spoke  against  this  Bill,  would  be  for  it,  if  it. 
served  their  turn  i tliac  the  Triennial  Act  was  a 
new  law,  and  an  alteration  of  die  old  I'onstitu- 
lioii : that  the  experience  uf  twenty  years  having 
shewn  a thousand  inconveniencies  that  attend 
that  law,  tiiey  ought  to  apply  a remedy  to  it : 
that  the  said  law  sovredihe  srads  of  corruption, 
it, being  notorious,  that  great  numbers  of  per- 
sons had  no  other  liielihuud,’  chan  by  being 
eniployed  in  bribing  corporations : tliat  we  had 
lately  made  a sad  experience  of  it,  since,  by 
those  melhnds,  a parliament  was  procured  by 
the  last  ministry,  Vvhicli  gave  sanction  to  most 
of  their  ill  measures,  and  went  near  to  give  up 
the  trade  and  liberties  of  the  nation  : that  Tn- 
eiinitd  elecdoos  destroy  all  taniily  interest,  and 
subject  our  excellent  consticuciuu  to  the  ca- 
price of  the  multitude ; and,  in  'short,  that  by 
Triennial  elections,  we  luive  hut  a Triennial 
goreriiinent,  which  is  little  better  than  no  go- 
vernment, at  all : fur  which  reasons  he  was  for 
(his  bill.” 

The  Lord  Trevor  declared,  “ Tliat  he  had 
no  manner  of  prejudice  to  those  who  bniOLhl 
in  the  bill : that,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  all 
the  honour  and  respect  for  that  iiuhle  peer  who 
odered  it  to  the  House ; being  satisfied,  tliat  he 
thought  it  to  be  for  the  Interest  of  his  king 
and  country : that  as  for  his  owu  pan,  all  he 
aimed  at,  was  the  preservation  of  our  excellent 
constitution,  and  diet  the  crown  might  sic  easy 
on  the  king's  head,  ond  be  for  ever  secured  to 
his  royal  family,  for  whom  he  professed  the 
sincercst  alf.^ticn ; that  the  question  now 
lying  before  them  was,  whether  the  law  they 
Were  going  Co  make,  tended  to  the  good  ur 
ptejudice  uf  the  constitution  1 That  be’  iiim- 
self  looked  upon  the  Triennial  Act  as  on  essen- 
tial part  of  our  ancient  constitution,  according 
tc  which,  frequent  aod  even  anuiial  parlia- 
ments were  to  be  iield : that  he  could  easily 
prove,  that  long  parliaments  were  always  per- 
nicious; that  when  king  Charles  1,  had  given 
Dp  his  prerogative  of  dissolving  parliaments,  in 
dS40,  he  gave  himself  up  into  the  hands  of 
traitors,  and  bad  ooching  but  destruction  Co 
npeci  from  them ; that  ucer  the  Restoration, 
hiiig  Charles  3 found  the  inconveniences  uf  a 
long  pariiameut;  that  as  soon  as  Che  nation 
had  oppotiunity,  by  the  Revolution,  to  assert 
■heir  just  rights  niid  liberties,  the  Triennial 
Act  was  invliied  on,  and  eained,  at  last,  with  a 
Bteat  deni  of  opposition  : that  there  were  very 
_Wod  and  cogqn.t  r^easqnjforinaking.thi^.kfY^rfe. 
xosupporcthedonltitoii^j'^preTcitieaeroacfi*' 
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ments,  either  of  parliaments  on  the  crown,  or 
of  kbe  crown  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people;  and  to  correct  abuses  and  exorbi- 
tances committed  through  the  ambition  anil 
avarice  nf  ministers:  that  he  would  not  be 
thought  til  reflect  on  the  present  administra- 
tion ; but  that  in  his  opinion,  frequent  elec- 
tions were  uei-e'snry  right  of  the  subject  to, 
remedy  abases : tnat,  for  his  own  part,  he  had 
ever  been  aeninsc  the  bill  for  limiting  the  'num- 
ber of  ohiceis  111  the  liuuse  of  CommouG;  but 
if  the  Triennial  Act  were  repealed,  bethought 
that  bill  would  become  very  necessary,  because 
the  long  sitiiiig  iif  pi<i'lianieiits  would  give  the 
crown  bolli  an  opportunity  and  temptation  to 
'multiply  the  number  of  officers : that  some 
reflections  had  been  cost  on  the  last  parlia- 
ment ; hut  that,  in  his  npiiiinn,  that  parliament 
was  clioseo  by  the  same  method  as  the  pre- 
sent was,  VIZ.  by  great  expences;  that  he 
owned  this  to  be  a great  abuse ; but  that  laws 
might  be  made  to  rectify  the  same : that  if 
this  hill  passed,  how  could  any  member  of  the 
other  Huuse  expect  Co  preserve  his  interest 
with  tliose  who  chose  him,  when  this  bill  woiRd 
cen.iinly  be  interpreted  both  a violation  of 
their  right,  und  a breach  uf  the  trust  reposed 
in  liiiu } That  if  this  House  of  Commons 
cuuiinued  thcmselvey  beyond  the  time  for 
which  they  were  chosen,  they  were  no  more 
(lie  representatives  of  the  people,  but  a House 
I of  their  own  making : tbat  lie  was  sorry  there  - 
' were  discontenu  m the  country  ; hue  that  he 
' apprehended  ibis  Dill  would  rather  increase 
than  abate  them.  He  owned,  that  the  majo- 
rity of  this  House  of  Commons  were  honest 
gentlemen,  who  had  the  interest  of  their  king 
' ‘and  country  at  heart;  but  tbat,  in  his  opinion, 
tliose  who  went  belbre  then,  did  not  come 
short  of  them  in  point  of  duty  and  affection  Co 
his  majesty ; for  it  was  they  who  csCtiblished 
Che  king  on  his  throne,  and  seeded  his  revenue 
with  all  the  clieerfulness  imaginuble.  Con- 
cluding, dial  what  he  liad  suggested  flowed 
from  iTie  dread  of  the  ill  consequences  of  this 
Bill,  which  might  rise  to  such  a height,  as  to 
render  the  crown  uneasy  to  his  majesty;  and 
that  he  owed  so  much  to  the  protesiant  suc- 
cession, diat  if  he  could  believe  this  hill  to  be 
nf  any  service  to  the  king  nud  his  royal  family, 
he  would  be  entirely  fur  it ; but  that  as  he  was 
of  a quite  contrary  opinion ; he  would  not 
have  a bill,  obtained  hi  the  best  of  reigns,  re- 
pealed in  tlie  first  year  of  this  protesiant  reign ; 
and  therefore  he  should  give  his  opiniou  agaioet 
commicting  it. 

The  Lord  Carteret  spoke  next,  and  owned. 

That  frequent  parliaments  are  a great  se- 
curity to  the  people’s  riglits  and  iiherties ; 
but  then  lie  observed,  that  this  bill  was  not 
against  frequent  sessions,  but  only  against 
frequent'  elections;  ihuc  they  ought  ma- 
turely to  weigh  and  consider  wliat  was  sug- 
gested in  the  preamble  tu  this  hill,  vis.  Tbat 
there  is  a restless  popish  faction  des^niog  and 
I endeavouring;  |tDji^6tVSW||  the  ^^tebellioa  within 
'tbis  'leuigdoki'' ‘‘I'o  t!iu '^urpc»^  bu  lordship 
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observed)  Th.it  of  all  rebcUioiis  ibis.iasi  was  (he 
most  raoiistriius  and  uonaturul ; for  all  oslicr 
rebelliooB  were  carried  ou  under  pre;ciices 
of  libetty,  vthercas  this  last  was  a rebellion 
for  slavery : that  ns  lo  her  allies  abruud, 
though  he  could  not  ssy,  liiat  they  evpectcd 
this  bill,  yet  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  time 
they  woufd  be  glad  to  sec  it  jibss  into  a law ; 
fur  haring  found,  by  sad  experience,  tliat  great 
changes  tuny  be  made  in  the  best  concerted 
inensntos,  by  difi'etent  parliamems,  binuenced 
by  differejit  uiioiscries;  so  if  they  h.id  not 
Some  security  for  the  treaties  his  nmjesty  wns 
novr  entering  into  with  llicai,  a strong  tide 
misht  come,  upon  a new  election,  that  might 
uverturn  nil:  Cimt,  in  short,  this  bill  would 
flit  tbe.  king,  and  the  pre>eiit  happy  settle* 
inent,  ou  a lusting  fouiidaiionj  aud  therefore 
be  wasfur  cbiumltung  it." 

The  Duke  of  Buckingfiim  stood  up,  and 
declared,  “ That  he  would  not  he  against  this 
Bdi,  if  lie  thought  it  fur  the  king’s  ioterest  and 
servicv;  but  that  be  was  afraid  ciie  crowu 
would  be  the  vrncse  for  it : that  the  Triennial 
Act,  might,  indeed  be  subject  to  some  incon- 
ventences  ; but  Oiat  tbe  best  things  are  not 
exempt  thim  iliem;  that  menus  should  be 
toand  out  and  pursued,  to  remedy  iliose  in* 
couveiiieucies,  hi>t  instead  uf  that,  they  uow 
were  going  to  repeal  u goud  law,  and  alter  the 
cousiiiutioo,  * Piuy,  my  Lords,'  said  hisUtace, 

' consider  what  you  are  doing!  'Vhy,  to  pre- 
‘ vent  '{obbing  ou  tbe  liiglt-way,  you  forbid 
* irarelling.'.  If  a mnu  breaks  bis  leg,  shiiU  a 
surgeon  Cell  bim  he  must  be  fluxed,  aud  ulier 
bis  constitution?  He  owned.  That  there  was 
a great  fonneut  in  the  aatiou,  and  be  was 
very  toiTy  for  it : but  tliat  he  thought  this 
Bill  a very  improper  remedy  fut  it.  And  he 
reniambei'^  it  had  been  saiil  in  tfacir  House, 
That  it  wonld  never  be  well  in  Buglasd,  till  ! 
there  were  annual  parliaments ; that  king  j 
William,  who  was  a wise  prince,  made  kimself 
and  bis  people  easy  by  the  Triennial  act : and 
he  was  afraid  the  bill  cow  in  question,  would 
have  a quite  contrary  eflect ; aud  therefore, 
be  was  against  it  at  (bis  time,  whatever  he 
might  be  nt  another  Juiictare:  tliat,  io  his 
opinion  tbs  lute  rebelHoD  was  not  o sufficient 
reason  for  repealing  tbe  Tlielinial  act;  that 
the  rebels  were  rasb,'inconsidtru(c  meu,  nlin 
either  bad,  or  were  to  pay  dear  lur  their 
rashness  and  folly;  hut  that  both  they  aad  their 
friends  were  inconsiderable ; that  iliey,  -per* 
baps,  might  whisper  dissonteot  aod  tceaton  in 
corners;  but  that,  he  hoped,  it.waanoc,  nor 
ever  would  be  in  their  ponec  to  do  harm:"  So 
that  upon  tlie  whole  matter,  he  was  against 
tbe  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Chohnondelty  said,  “ Tliat  he  did 
not  design  to  couipliraent  any  qtie  in  power, 
eitlier  now  or  id  time  to  come,  but  that  be 
VYOuld  frpply  speak  bis  seiiUmeiils,  according  to 
t|ip  dictates  olhis  reason  and  cqi^iencc;  tliat 
be  m,idu  1)0  doubt,  but  tlpit  tbe  le^slature  is 

T£it»4  iSi-' 
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' convenicncics  to  which  any  former  law  may,  by 
experience, fbe  found  to  be  subject;  anif  this 
being  the  case  of  cheTriennial  Act,they  ought  Co 
remedy  the  same : that  wbat  harl  been  suggest- 
ed ill  relution  to  tbe  long  parliumcnc'iu  king 
Clmrles  the  lid's  reign,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
rather  an  argument  for,  than  against  this  bill : 
fur  tliougli,  III  that  pnj-liaiiiciit,  ilie  king  liail 
many  peusiboers,  who,  nt  first,  coiiiiiliiiicnted 
bim  wiib  money,  yet,  at  last,  when  tlie  interest 
I of  the  nation  came  to  be  at  stake,  they  voted 
I fur  a vvnr  with  France,  ami  prnsectiiud  the 
' Popish  Plot  with  the  utmost  vigour:  that  tliej 
liad  lately  seen  what  a corrupt  Parliament  may 
I do,  and  by  what  meaus  siicb  a Parliament  nmy 
I be  gnt:  itod  every  one  might  guess  how  there 
I cenie  tu  be  a debt  of  500,0001.  upon  t]>e  civil 
I list : that  he  did  not  mention  this  to  irritate 
I against  persons,  but  against  tbiugs : that,  in  bis 
I opiidoii,  tliere  wns  no  better  remedy  against 
I corruplioa,  than  the  suppressing  frequent  elec- 
I cioDS ; wbisb,  ou  the  oilier  hand,  occasion  last- 
ing feuds  and  aniniosiiies  in  Emilies:  that  he 
tlmugbt  this  bill  the  mure  necessary,  because 
uur  allies  will  thereby  have  a security,  tliat  they 
shall  nut  again  be  left  in  the  lurch:  and,  tbac 
in  cuusidciKtlon  uf  the  great  benefits  that  will 
accrue  frutu  it,  both  at  home  nad  abroad,  be 
vTiui  fur  c;>raraiuing  it." 

He  »8»  unsnered  by 

Lord  Ferrers,  who  principally  enlarged  on 
the  exctliency  of  our  constitniion;  he  took 
notice,  that  the  dillerenc  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature are  a check  to  one  aootber,  which  pre- 
veuts  exorbitance  in  the  administration,  anil 
dragooning,  as  in  Turkey,  and  other  arbitrary 
govnr.uKUits  ; and  suggested,  that  the  pensiona- 
ry parliament  mads  king  Charles  S uneasy,  by 
making  him  neglect  the  afleciiniis  ofhis  people ; 
and  concluded,  he  was  afraid  that  the  repealing 
tbe  Triennial  Act  would  have  the  same  ellect ; 
and  therefore  be  was  against  it. 

To  this 

Tlie  Duke  of  ^eipcosHe  answered,  thstlthad 
already  been  rightly  observed,  that  thougli  the 
lung  parliament  of  king  Cbarks  3 at  first  com- 
plimented that  prince,  yet  they  aftcrwnrds 
vigorously  opposed  destructive  measures,  and 
insisted  on  a war  with  France.  Then  passing 
over  less  material  objections,  he  uiged,  that  the 
present'happy  settleinCHt  could  not  be  inain- 
(aiued,  without  takiug  qway  thq  seeds  of  cor- 
ruption : that  no  cause  ever  miscarried  in  so 
many  iustances  as  that  of  the  rebels ; hut  that 
notwithstanding  their  defeat  at  Preston  and 
Dumblain ; their  beipg  driven  out  of  Scot- 
land, with  (heir  king  at  their  liead ; their  disap- 
pointmeau  in  other  parts;  and  the  execution 
of  some  of  theit  leaders ; the  Jacobites  were  as 
insolent  as  ever : that  this  was  tbe  reason  why, 
in  a lute  debate  in  this  House,  be  was  against 
lenity ; and  tbe  rather,  because  o<)  prince  was 
I ever  mure  naturally  incliaed  to  mercy,  then  bis 
present  majesty;  for  no  prince  ever  had  so 
' many  rebels  in  liis  power,  and  never  were  so  few 
'ftUibSllW  'My  Mil/  'you  must  now 
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strengtiisn  ynurselves,  and  disifrm  yonr  etiemies. 

Jt  is  uoc  to  be  doubted,  but  the  liitc  uoiiaturiU 
*nd  monstrous  reheliion  wns  raised  niid  foment- 
ed by  lar?e  contributions  nf  a restless  I'opiih 
jection  : tl;8  same  oieans,  my  lords,  will  be  used 
(0  reiienr  the  rebcUinn,  as  soon  ns  a proper 
opportunity  offers.  Their  emissaries  are  busy 
«ery  where  to  keep  up  the  spiriisof  the  people 
for  a venr  longer,  and  tlien  they  hope  to  retrieve 
all  by  a new  ejection.  He  cenclndcd,  that 
thoDg,h  the  allies  would  not  make  any  thin^tdotio 
ainong  us  an  article  of  their  treaties,  yet  haring 
the  sad  experience  of  being  left  in  the  larch, 
they  would  certainly  enter  into  alliances  witli  us 
nitii  more  con&deuce,  if  they  saw  that  our  go- 
verument  was  not  precarious : upnn  alt  nliicli 
cuiisitlemtioof,  he  declared  himself  io  favour  of 
the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Ai/lesford  standing  up  next,  pro- 
fnsed,  in  the  first  place,  (hat  he  did  not  eater- 
taio  the  least  prejudice  against  this  bill  on  ac- 
cauut  of  those  who  brought  it  in;  for  when  mat- 
ters of  so  great  importance  came  under  delibe- 
ration, he  had  no  manner  of  regard  to  any  de- 
nomination of  parties ; that  he  had  so  great 
ail  affection  for  Ills  majesty,  that  if  he  tbmiglit  it 
to  be  anywise  for  his  majesty’s  service,  he  would 
readily  be  for  it ; bst  that,  in  his  opinion,  this 
bill  was  not  for  Uie'seivice  either  of  the  king  or 
country,  whose  interests  he  looked  upon  ns  in- 
sepanibie.  He  urged,  amohg  other  ^ings,  chat 
it  was  objected  against  tbe  Trieuainl  Act,  that 
frequent  elections  occasion  ruinous  expences, 
wia  create  feuds  and  noimosities but  time 
iheso  objections  were  not  of  sullicieiic  Weight 
wiUi  biin,  Co  induce  him  to  give  ids  rote  lor  re- 
pealing tro  good  a law ; that  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied, that  a great  deal  nf  money  is  expended 
' in  elections,  but  the  candidates  may  chuse  wlie- 
tber  they  will  spend  any  or  no  ; (bat  it  may 
likewise  he  granted,  that  those  expences  lay 
the  liiuuilBiiun  of  corraptiun,  end  iliut  thnse 
who  make  Uicm,  are  io  hopes  to  gee  either 
places  or  pensions;  hut  thnt,  by  the  Trien- 
nial Act,  the  country  has  an  opportunity 
tn  remedy  any  abuses  Cliat  may  be  com- 
utiitcd  by  any  of  their  represeiitatires,  who, 
tn  make  good  their  expences  at- elections, 
tliuuld  yield  to  the  tcniptation  of  a place  or 
pension,  to  sacrifice  their  dotes  iu  parliament ; 
wliiTcns,  on  the  contrary,  this  bill  nili  establish 
a griucnnce  and  take  away  a remedy ; thnt  as 
the  Trieoniid  Act  gtuned  the  affections  of  (he 
people,  it  was  to  be  fciircd  that  the  repealing 
of  it  would  have  a contrary  effect:  that  what 
bad  been  suggested  about  furcige  allies,  tvas,  in 
bis  opinion,  no  proper  argument  for  this  bill, 
oar  coOstitutibn,  which  ought  to  be  altogeilier 
mdependent  on  foreigners,  being  solely  to  be 
considered  in  this  dehate : as  to  what  had  been 
•lledged  concerning  the  disaffection  of  many  of 
Ws  majesty's  subiects;  he  saiil,he  was  sorry  » 
bear  Che  lastparliameiit  unjustly  reflected  upon, 
•niee  no  House  of  Commons  could  be  uiorc 
forward  than  they,  io  siiewing  their  affection  to 
^ majesty 
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for  (he  apprehending  of  the  Pretender  to  his 
crown ; that  wlieu  his  majesty  came  to  taka 
possession  of  his  throne,  he  was  received  with 
llic  general  miclamniions  of  (he  people : that  he 
nbiiid  not  pretend  to  enter  into  the  reasons  of 
the  present  disaffection,  but  yet  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  it  bed  been  easy  for  tbe 
king,  upon  coining  over,  to  have  united 
(he  wboio  kingdom;  that  he  wished  there 
lind  been  no  mistake  in  those  who  would  ap- 
pear to  he  the  king’s  best  friends.  Be  tiint 
as  it  would,  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  bill 
would  not  procure  (hat  good  agreement  be- 
tween king  and  country,  which  they  who 
brought  it  in  seemed  to  have  in  view  ; but,  on 
the  contrary,  might  end  in  the  dcstrnclion  of 
those  who  advised  it,  end  prove  mischievous 
both  to  the  king  end  bis  people,  n<  lendii^g  ■» 
create  disunion  between  tliem ; that  he  Imgcd 
tbe  fennent  was  not  so  erent  as  it  was  repre- 
sented ; and  besides,  no  man  could  sny^  that 
two  years  beoce  the  people  would  be  lit  tlio 
same  ill  bunutur,  as  they  were  said  to  be  ec 
preseat  *.  upon  all  which  reatoo  he  was  aaiiiist 
ibis  bill. 

This  speech  was  answered  by 

The  Esrl  of  Hay,  who  begged  leave  to  oflir 
some  lew  thooghu  of  bis  own  upon  the  im- 
portant matter  that  was  under  consideration  i 
iben  pursuing  the  chief  reasons  on  which  this 
bill  was  grounded,  lie  urged,  among  other 
things,  that  it  is  certain  frequent  elections  acca- 
iioQ  ruinous  expeuces;  and  it  is  no  less  true, 
iliat  ruinous  expences  beger,  of  course,  corrup- 
tion ; for  when  gentlemen  have  laid  out  their 
estates  in  elections,  they  must  exert  their  in- 
dustry to  lind  out  some  means  to  make  tliem- 
selves  amends:  ibnt  besides  this  evil,  frequent 
elections  are  a grent  occasion  of  vice,  debauch- 
ery, and  decay  of  trade : that  notwichscauding 
whatever  liad  been  suggested  against  long  par- 
liaments, it  was  undeniable,  that  the  constitu- 
tion was  safe  under  a parliament  of  1?  years 
contiimnnce,  in  king  (Jlierles  'Jd’s  reign ; tiiat, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  certain,  that  frequent 
elenions  occasion  great  heats,  and  even  impla- 
cable feuds  iuid  divisions  between  father  and 
son,  liusbnitd  and  wiFe,brotlierBnd  sister : that, 
on  these  occasions,  when  party-healths  go 
round,  llie  naming  ofone  general  before  ano- 
(lier,  often  produce  a bloody  quarrel;  and, 
which  is  for  worse,  the  sacred  name  of  the 
cbuccli  is  impiously  propbaned  in  tbe  streets, 
and  commonly  joined  with^trenson.  After  tins 
he  made  some  remnrks  on  our  antient  constitu- 
tion, in  rclntiun  to  parliaments ; and,  in  par- 
ticular, took  notice  of  the  great  change  which, 
ill  process  of  time,  has  happened  in  the  qualifi- 
cation of.  the  electots,  by  the  increase  and  plenty 
of  silver  and  gold  species  ia  Europe;  for  forty 
sliillings  a year  in  ^oebold,  which  oualilies  a 
man  to  vote  in  elections,  was  formerly  as  good 
as  forty  pounds  is  at  present : so  that  formerly 
the  electors  were  either  gentlemen  Or  men  of 
substaoee,  whereas  the  majority  of  them  are  of 
rnoresub- 

jecitdcorriipiioD.  From  aJi  wbidi  lie  ufetred, 
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that  frequent  elections  render  our  eofetnment 
dependent  on  the  cnprice  of  the  inukiiuile,  and 
eery  precarioQS.  lie  also  look  notice,  that  if 
the  heats  were  increased  since  llte  king's  acc«s> 
sion  to  tlie  crown,  it  was  chiefly  because  some 
persons,  who  had  a great  opinion  of  their  own 
xoerit,  were  not  in  otlice ; which  gn'^e  him  an 
opportunity  to  vindicate  bis  majesty  as  to  tlie 
distribution  of  his  favours,  and  ihu  rewarding 
those  who,  ill  tlie  worst  of  times,  had  shewn 
their  zeal  for  his  succession,  and.-duringtlie  liiie 
rebellion,  ventured  llieir  lives  for  liis  miijesty's 
service.  Upon  the  whrde  mailer  bis  lordship 
was  for  coumtiiting  the  bill. 

Tiie  Earl  of  Feterbarvugk  spoke  next,  and 
said,  That  whctlter  he  was  in  employtiient  or 
■o,he  bad  still  an  cuti.-e  afibetion  for  the  king, 
and  wished  he  could  give  his. vote  for  this  hill ; 
hut  that  he  would  not  be  for  a remedy  that 
might  cause  a greater  evil.  As  to  wliat  hod 
beeu  su^ested  in  favour  ofthosc  who  ventured 
their  lives  to  serve  the  government,  he  observed, 
that  men  who  cannot  light  for  a cause,  cannot 
die  for  it.  He  afterwards  said,  That  if  this  pre- 
sent parliament  continued  beyond  the  time  foe 
which  they  were  chosen,  lie  knew  not  liow  to 
express  the  manner  uf  their  existence,  unless, 
hegging  leave  of  chat  venerable  bench,  [earning 
to  the  bishops]  they  had  recourse  to  tlie  disiinc* 
lion  used  in  toe  Aehonasinn  creed,  for. they 
would  neiclior  be  made  nor  created,  but  pro- 
ceedii^  &c. 

The  Earl  of  Noilingham  spoke  next  on  the 
same  side,  and  said,  That  be  wns  against  this 
bill,  because  he  thought  it  would  rather  exas- 
perate, than  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people. 
That  this  bill  shewed  n distrust  of  the  aSections 
of  the  people,  and  an  intention  of  governing  by 
fear,  wliicfi,  in  his  opinion,  was  ihc  woisC  way 
of  government : And  Gud  forbid  his  majesty 
sliould  have  no  prospect  of  gaining  the  adec- 
tions  of  his  subjects.  That  the  king  came  in 
universally  beloved,  nnil  was  received  with  the 
ceoerai  acclamations  of  his  people : and  though 
he  could  not  assign  the  true  cause  of  tliepresent 
dissatisihclion,  yet  some  secret  cause  must  have 
been  given  for  it : That  he  hoped  the  people's 
dissatisfaction  was  not  so  great  as  it  was  repre- 
sented : That  the  rebellion  was  entirely  sup- 
pressed and  at  an  end  ; hut  if  any  ferment  yet 
remained,  this  hill  was  a very  improper  way  to 
allay  it,  and  would  reihcr  nvet  the  diMlfecied 
in  their  prejudices  against  the  government, 
than  make  them  chnnge  their  opinion  ; That 
one  of  the  arguments  urged  for  this  bill,  was, 
That  it  would  encourage  fureign  princes  and 
states  to  enter  into  alliiuices  with  us ; but  that, 
in  his  opinion,  (he  snuie  might  have  a contrary 
effect,  for  foreign  pulentaies  muy  be  deterred 
fruiit  entering  intu  measures  with  us,  when  they 
ahall  be  iiifimi''d,  by  the  prenioble  of  this  bill, 
chst  the  Popish  I'actioii  is  so  dangerous,  as 
tlint  it  may  be  destructive  to  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  the  government : imd  may  apprehend 
from  this  bill  that  the  goverunienc  is  so  weak, 
as  to  waatil6'ektra4rdiRary''«  ]iro^kdtifotP  Its 


safety  ; which  seems  to  imply  ih.ic  the  gentle- 
men uf  Britain  are  not  to  be  trusted  io  n new 
election  ; and  that  the  good  alTections  of  the 
people  are  restrained  to  so  small  u number  as 
ihal  of  which  the  present  House  uf  Commons 
consists.  He  urged,  That  frequent  niul  new 
parliaments  ore  required  by  the  fundanientsl 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  ; and  that  the 
practice  thereof  for  many  ages  was  sufiicient 
evidence  of  this  constitution.  Th.it  cliis  bill 
wns  su  far  fr.sin  preventiog  corruption,  that  it  - 
would  rather  increase  it ; fur  ihulonger  a par-  I 
lianienc  is  to  hist,  the  more  valnuhlc  lu  be  pur-  i 
cimsed  is  n seat  in  it,  and  the  greater  aho  is  tba 
danger  ofcoiTUpcing  Che  mcmbcisuf  it ; That 
whatever  reasons  iheretnay  be  lu  coiiiiiiue  this 
parlinmeut  fur  seven  years,  will  bent  least  as 
siruiig,  and,  by  Che  conduct  of  the  ministry, 
may  Gc  made  much  stronger,  before  the  end  of 
seven  years,  for  continuing  it  still  lunger,  and 
even  CO  nci'pecuate  it,  which  would  be  an  ab- 
solute subversion  ofthc  third  estate  of  the  realm.  i 

lie  then  hiuted  at  the  danger  of  cnlurging  the  I 
prerogative,  and  instnoced  io  the  precedent  of  ; 
king  Henry  the  8th  who  persuaded  his  parlia-  ; 
menc  CO  gii'e  him  the  Abbey  lands,  under  pre- 
tence that  they  would  bear  part  ufliiscxpeoces, 
which  would  ease  them  uf  taxes,  and  improve 
trade  ; but  tliac  soon  after  he  dciuanded  and 
obtained  great  subsidies,  sud  made  use  of  those 
lands,  which  he  had  so  obtained,  to  enslave  the 
nation.  ! 

To  this 

The  Duke  of  Argple  said.  That  tie  could,  by 
no  means,  agree  wiili  Che  noble  lord  chat  spoke 
last,  either  as  to  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  re-  i 
beJIion  ; That  ithad  ireen  suggested,  that  tlie  * 
king  had  been  received  with  the  general  ac- 
clamatimis  ofliis  people  ; but  that  it  was  cer- 
tain, and  has  since  manifestly  appeared,  that  , 
wimtever  arts  were  used  byllie  lost  ministry  to 
blind  and  deceive  the  people,  designs  liad  been 
laid  to  bring  in  the  Pretender  long  before  the 
king's  happy  accession  to  the  throne ; That  the 
disappointment  of  these  designs  wns  entirely  ' 
owiiig  to  Providence,  for  bad  the  conspiracurs 
thrown  oT  the  mask  sooner,  and  ipiproved  the 
ferment  llieiram'ssaries  had  raised  in  the  iintiuu 
uc  iheeiectton  of  the  last  parliument, 'tis  very 
probable  tiieir  wicked  schemes,  for  setting  aside 
the  Proiescaiic  succeuion.  had  taken  place,  j 
That  lie  wuudered  lliereiure  that  any  lord  could  ' 
be  puzzied  to  find  uuC  the  cause  of  the  present  | 
riisaircclivn  ; fur  it  was  plain  it  proceeded  from  | 
the  false  representations  of  ilnugs  and  persons  , 
that  were  industriously  spread  uliruad,  both  be- 
fore and  since  his  majesty’s  cnmii.g  in.  As 
to  what  li.nd  beeu  suggested,  iliar  the  rebellion 
was  ac  an  end,  he  uliserved.  Time  Che  Kvhels 
' Imd  uiily  sbift^  their  liead-qunriets  from  Perth 
I Cti  Paris  nr  St.  Germains,  but  liiet  their  eniis- 
' suries  were  still  as  bu'y  and  insolent  ns  ever  in 
' Great  Britain,  and  waujtd  only  un  opportunity 
lu  renew  the  Rebeliitin,  and  favour  tin  invasion. 

As  to  what  bud  been  hinted,  time  this  bill 
would  rivet  the  Jacobites  in  their  oplaions,  lie 
l 'vras'ei&  gogd  tcguiheiic  ogiuosi 
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(jr  be  liK(1  seen  tome  persons  ofceo  sbift  sides, 
tod  chnrige  their  opinions,  and  be  very  zealoos 
lor  both. 

The  Earl  of  ’Netlingham  taking  this  reflec- 
Xlatt  to  himself,  readily  owned,  That  he  was  for 
some  time  agaiocit  the  abjuration  oath,  because 
he  (bought  amultiplicity  of  oaths  would  make 
the  nation  unsafe,  but  that  as  soon  as  be  was 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  that  oath,  he  tea* 
dily  came  imo  it.  Hereupon 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  said,  He  was  sorry  that 
that  noble  lord  took  to  himself  what  he  said 
only  in  the  general, 

Tbc  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  Lord  Parker 
who  spoke  next,  declared  Citerosclves,  the  first 
of  them  fnr,  the  other  against  the  bill : And 
then 

The  I/jrd  Covper  recapitulated  the  argn- 
ments  that  had  been  ureed  on  either  side ; gave 
a genuine  account  of  the  triennial  act,  and  by 
what  means  it  was  obtained  ; and  vindicated 
the  king  and  government  as  to  the  present  dis- 
satisfaction ; appealing  to  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, whether  the  least  provocation  had  been 
given,  eitlier  by  his  majesty  or  his  ministers ; 
aad  asserting,  that  if  there  was  any  fault  on  (he 
king's  side,  it  was  too  much  lenity  ; and  that 
the  only  crime  that  could  be  charged  on  his 
ministers,  was  their  zeal  and  vigilance  in  de- 
fence of  his  majesty’s  person  and  government, 

Then  the  Earl  of  Aylesford  having  answered 
part  of  the  lord  Cowper's  speech  ; 

The  Bishop  of  Lonc/onfaid,  That  when  he 
came  to  the  House,  be  knew  not  which  way 
be  should  gjve  his  vote,  and  hoped  to  be  guided 
tod  determined  by  what  should  be  offered  on 
hothsideson  this  important  shbject ; but  now 
be  owned  lie  was  confounded  between  dangers 
and  inconveniencies  on  one  side,  and  destruc- 
tion on  the  otiwr. ' 

The  Earl  oCAnglesta  spoke  next  with  ngreat 
deal  of  vehemence  against  the  bill ; and 

The  DukeofRuefringAom,  who  had  spoke  be- 
fore, closed  the  debate  with  saying,  “ That  he 
was  for  tlieBiU,  but  did  not  thinl:  icseasonahle." 

Ac  length,  after  a debate  that  bad  lasted  five 
hours,  the  (question  that  the  bill  be  committed, 
being  pur,  it  was  carried  in  tbe  afirmative  by 
35  votes  as  follows;  Content  77,  Proxies 
19,— [16.  Not-conteui  43,  Proxies  18, — 61. 

Pralesl  against  the  Septennial  Bif/.J  And 
to  tbe  Bill  was  committed  to  a Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  for  Monday  the  l6th : where- 
upoa  several  lords  entered  the  fullowicg  Pro- 

“ Dissentient : 

“ 1.  Because  we  conceive  (hat  frequent  and 
®*w  parliaments  are  required  by  the  funda- 
Wenid  constitution  of  the  kmgdom,  and  the 
practice  thereof,  for  many  nges,  (which  mani- 
fwtly  appears  by  our  records)  is  a sufficient 
*»idenee  and  proof  of  this  constitntion.  , , , . 

" S.  BecauJ^  U'ii V^a,-thit:-ille'Hfi6je'or 
Vot.  VII. 


Commons  must  he  chosen  by  the  people,  nud 
when  so  chosen,  they  are  truly  the  represeu- 
tatives  of  the  people,  which  they  cannot  he  tu 
properly  said  to  ba,  when  continued  for  « longer 
time  ilian  that  for  which  they  were  chosen  ; 
for  after  that  time  they  are  chosen  by  the  par- 
liament, and  not  by  tliepeople,  who  are  tliere- 
by  deprived  of  the  only  remedy  which  they' 
hare  against  those  who  eitberdo  nut  understand 
or  through  corruption  do  wilfully  betray  the 
trust  reposed  in  them;  .which  remedy  is  to 
cliuse  better  men  in  their  places. 

‘‘  3,  Because  the  reasons  given  for  this  bill,  we 
conceive,  were  not  sufficient  to  induce  us  to 
pass  it,  in  subversion  of  so  essential  a part  of 
our  constitution.  1.  For  as  to  the  argument 
iliat  tilts  will  encourage.tiie  princes  and  states 
of  Europe  to  enter  into  alliance  with  us,  we 
have  not  heard  any  one  minister  assort,  (bat  ' 
any  one  prince  or  state  has  asked,  or  to  much 
as  insiauated,  that  they  wished  such  an  altera- 
tion. Nor  is  it  reasonable  to  imagine  it : for  it 
cannot  he  expected  that  any  prince  or  state  can 
rely  upon  a people  to  defend  their  liberties  and 
interests,  who  snail  be  thought  to  have  given  up 
so  great  a part  of  their  own;  nor  can  it  be 
prudent  for  them  to  wish  such  an  experiment 
to  be  made,  after  the  experience  that  Europe 
has  had  oftlie  great  things  this  nation  has  done 
for  them,  under  the  constitution  which  is  toiie 
altered  by  this  bill.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
they  may  be  deterred  from  entering  into  mea- 
sures with  us,  when  they  shall  be  informed  by 
the  preamble  of  this  bill,  that  the  popish  faction 
is  so  dangerous,  as  that  it  may  be  destructive 
to  the  peace  and  security  oftlie  government; 
and  may  apprehend  from  this  hill,  that  the  go- 
vernment Is  so  weak,  as  to  want  so  extraordi- 
nary a provision  for  its  safety ; which  seems  to 
imply,  that  tbe  gentlemen  of  Britain  are  not  to 
be  trusted  or  relied  upon  ; and  that  the  good 
affections  of  the  people  are  restrained  to  en 
small  a number,  as  that  of  which  the  present 
House  ofCominons  consists.  S.  We  couccivs 
that  this  hillis  so  far  from  preveiitiog  expeucet 
,ind  corruptions,  that  it  will  rather  increase 
them  ; forihebnger  a parliament  is  u>  last 
the  more  valuable  to  be  purchased  is  a station 
in  it,  and  the  greater  also  is  the  dan^r  of  cor- 
rupting the  members  of  it : For  if  ever  tliere 
should  be  a ministry,  who  shall  wnut  a parlia- 
ment  to  screen  them  from  the  just  resentment 
of  tbe  people,  or  from  a discovery  of  their  ill 
practices  to  tlie  king,  who  cannot  otherwise, 
or  so  truly  be  informed  of  them,  os  hy  a free 
parliament,  it  is  so  much  tlie  interest  of  such  a 
ministry  to  influence  the  elections,  (which,  by 
their  auciiocity,  and  the  disposal  of  tlie  public 
money,  they,  of  all  others,  have  the  best  means 
of  doing)  that  it  is  tn  be  feared  they  will  he 
tempted,  and  not  hiil  to  make  use  of  tlicm 
and  even  when  the  members  are  chosen,  they 
have  a greater  oppouunity  of  inducing  very 
many  to  comply  with  them  chan  they  could  have 
if  not  only  the  sessions  of  parliament  but  par- 
Uamrat  itself,  were  reduced  ta  (he  ancient 
i^d  -^il  'pr^Aice  of 

X. 
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/iequpne  and  new  parliaffleoB:  for  as  a good 
■ninibtry  will  neither  practise  nor  Dead  corrap- 
tioD,  so  it  cannot  he  any  lord's  intention  to 


provide  f ir  the  eecority  of  a bad  one. 

“ 4.  We  conceive  (fiat  whatever  reasons  may 
ittduce  the  Lords  to  pass  this  bill  to  condnue 
this  parliament  for  seven  years,  will  at  least 
be  as  strong,  and  may,  by  we  conduct  of  the 
niniairy,  be  made  much  etionger  before  the 
end  of  seven  years,  for  contiouingit  etill  longer, 
and  even  to  perpetuate  it,  which  would  be  an 
express  and  absolute  subversion  of  the  third  es> 
tace  of  the  realm.  (Signed.)  Somerset,  Shrews- 
bury, An^esey,  Osborne,  Compton,  Bristol, 
Taocasier,  Nottingham,  Abiogdou,  Guilford, 
Aylesfurd,  Foley,  Ashbuml>am,ManseI,  Gower, 
B.ttliurst,  VVestoD,  Bruce,  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Powlet,  Dartmouth,  Bingley,  Strafford, Trevor, 
Mondoy,  Northimpiun,  Fr.Roffen,  P.  Hereford, 
Fr.  destriens.  Salisbury." 

Tie  Septennial  Bill  patset  the  Lords.']  April 
16.  The  Boose  nf  Lords  in  acunimitiee  ofthe| 
whole  House,  considered  of  the  said  bill,  and 
most  of  tbe Peers  who  bad  spoken  before,  made 
speeches  for  or  against  it. 

The  Bishop  of  Rochester,  who  had  not  yet 
spoken  on  this  subject,  said,  “ That  if  this  bill 
were  never  so  good  in  itself,  it  was  very  unsea- 
sonable, because  very  unpopular,  and  altogether 
useless,  the  rebellion  being  crushed,  and  the 
power  of  France  not  be  feared ; now  especially, 
when  we  have  agiorious  standing  anuy,  and  a 
mioisty  that  knows  how  effectually  to  engage 
the  affections  of  the  people.” 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the 
bill,  and  ordered  the  blank  before  the  word 
* years’  to  be  filled  up  with  the  word  Seven,  the 
.question  was  pur,  whether  the  same  should  be 
reported,  in  order  to  be  engrossed,  which  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  T4  voices  against 
S9. 

April  17.  The  bill  was  reported,  and,  without 
divkling,  ordered  ta  be  engrosed  ; and  being 
read  the  third  time  on  the  18tb  of  April,  there 
arose  a debate  that  lasted  about  two  hours. 
Kearone  half  of  that,  time  was  taken  np  by 

The  Earl  of  Nettingham,  who,  among  other 
things,  demonstrated,  “ That  counsels  mr  en- 
larpog  the  prerogative,  had  ever  been  pcrnici. 
eusto  thecTOwn.”  To  this 

The  Duke  oiArpyle  said,  “ That  not  being  so 
wall  read  in  history  as  tbatnoble  lord,  he  would 
confine  himself  to  what  had  happened  in  his 
ownMme;  and  that  he  bad  observed  that  liis 
lordship  bad  by  turns  opposed  nil  tbot  had  been 
oSereil,  either  for  the  interest  of  die  crowu, 
or  the  libeities  of  the  people,  of  which  be 
might  easily  produce  several  instances ; adding, 
Le  did  not  wonder  iliere  appeared  nlready  so 
much  joy  nmong  u ccitab  party,  over  a repent- 
ingfinner." 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  queslion  being 
pul, Whether  this  bill  ilmll  passr  it  was  ear- 
ned in  i3b«'hffiraiati«u,r'1»y‘4l''iS3j<ifiiy  oroa 


voices  against  36:  but  24  Lords  protested 
against  ir,  vii.  Somerset,  Aylesford,  Trevor, 
Munsel,  Gower,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Bruce, 
Tadcastcr,  Berkshire,  Nottingham,  Nortbamp- 
um,  Fr.  Cestrieos.  Ashbnrnhain,  Dartmouth, 
Powlet,  Foley,  Anglesey,  Strafford,  Singly,  Fr. 
Roffeu.  Guilford,  Abingdon,  Shrewsbury,  Car- 

TkeSeplcnniiJBiUsentdotmlo  theComumt.] 
April  19.  The  Lords  having  sent  Mr.  Justice 
Tracy  nnd  Mr,  Justice  Dormer  to  acquaint  tJie 
Ctimmons,  that  they  bad  passed  a bill  intituled, 
‘An  Act  for  enlarging  the  time  of  continuance 
* of  Parliameutt,  appointed  by  an  Act  made  in 
' the  6th  year  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,* 

. to  whicli  tliey  desired  their  concurrence  : 

The  Lord  Gtiemsep  immediately  moved,  ta 
reject  the  hill,  without  reading  it : hut  because 
tlukt  would  have  been  an  unprecedented  method 
of  proceeding,  tiie  House  would  nntagree  CO  it, 
but  read  the  bill  the  first  time. 

Upon  the  question  for  a second  reading, 
there  arose  a debate,  of  which  the  most  re- 
markable passage  was,  that  an  eminent  mem- 
ber, who  Iiad  been,  in  the  most  difficult  times, 
very  aealous  for  the  proiesCanc  succession,  spoke 
Qgamsc  the  bill,  and,  among  other  things  sug- 
gested, “ That  it  was  an  imposition  of  the  Lords 
to  take  upon  tliem  to  direct  the  Commons  in  a 
matter,  which  solely  coocerns  them,  asgoardiaa 
of  the  rights  and  liWiiea  of  the  people.”  He 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Shippen ; but  the  lord 
Coningsby  mode  them  sensible,  “ That  their  ob- 
jection was  altogether  groundless,  and  the  result 
of  their  want,  either  ofaperience  or  memory  ; 
for,  had  they,  like  himsmf,  been  membere  of 
that  House,  when  the  triennial  act  was  made, 
they  might  have  remembered,  that  the  same 
was  begun  in  the  House  of  Lords,*  who  as 
port  of  the  legislature,  are  no  less  guardians  of 
tbeliliertlesof  the  subject,  than  the  Commons 
themselves.*'  Mr.  Fuller  and  the  lord  Gu«'nsey 
spoke  afierwards  against  the  bill,  but  were  an- 
swered hy  the  lord  Stanhope,  eldest  son  to  the 
earl'ofChesterfieid;  nndasecond  reading  was 
at  last  carried  by  a majority  ofS76agaiastl66> 

Sir  Petitions  aeninst  the  Septennial  SiVi.] 
April  S4.  The  foDowing  Petitions  aainst  the 
Septennial  Billf  were  presented  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  cable. 


* See  vol.  6,  p.  754. 

t “ Since  yourbrother'shappyrecovery  from 
his  late  violent  ilbess,  the  whole  discourse  of 
the  town  and  even  the  country  too,  turns  i^n 
tlie  repeali:^  the  Triennial  aiKl  enacting  a 
tennial  bill  in  its  stead.  No  motion  wns  at  first 
treated  with  more  coldness,  thepoliticians  of  the 
Grecian  and  the  neighbouring  coffee-houses, 
fired  with  uncommon  warmth,  bellowed  aloud 
against  it,  but  time  and  gaud  arguments  make 
tliem  espouse  the  quite  contrary  opinion  ; you 
may  de^nd  on  it,  this  bill,  io  spite  of  all  the 
drunken  mercenary  borough’s  letters, petitions, 
and  remansicances  will  be  carried  through  tite 
'UofliB  Qf'ComtuBiisa.&y.  g.'cdushlexable  toajo- 
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1.  A Petition  from  ilie  borough  and  town 
ofMiulboroagb,  in  Wilts,  setting  forth,  “ That 
«liereus,  by  our  ancient  constitution,  it  liia 
been  esteemed  our  greatest  security  to  preserve 
our  liberties  to  have  frequent  and  short  parlia* 
neats ; niid  os  we  liear  there  is  a Bill  now  de- 
pending iu  this  Home  to  prolong  this  parlia- 
ment: and  praying, Thatit  may  notpass;  but 
(bsttheTrienuial  act  may  be  preserved  intireio 
ail  its  parts  without  any  alcerstion  ; that  being 
oftbegreatestcoosequenceto  secure  our  liber- 
ties, properties,  and  Duly  religion,  to  us,  and  to 
our  posterity.” 

3.  A Petition  from  the  ancient  borough  of 
Midhurst,  setting  forth,  “ That  whereas,  by  our 
ancient  constitution,  it  hath  been  esteemed 
our  greatest  secuiity  to  preserve  our  liberties  to 
have  frequent  and  »inrt  parliameuts ; and,  as 
we  hear,  there  is  a bill  now  depending  in  ibis 
House  to  prolong  this  parliament : and  praying. 
That  it  may  not  pass  ; but  that  the  Triennial 
net  may  be  preserved  inttre  in  all  its  parts, 
without  any  alteration  ; that  being  the  greatest 
bulwark  to  secure  our  liberties,  properties, 
and  holy  religion,  to  us,  and  to  our  posterity." 

S.  A Petition  from  the  tovro  and  port  of 
Hasting,  setting  forth,  " That,  by  the  laws 
and  constitution  nf  this  kingdom,  no  parlia- 
ment is  to  continue  longer  wn  three  years; 
aad,  under  the  protection  of  that  law,  which 
we  look  upon  as  one  of  our  greatest  and  most 
valuable  privil^es,  we  elected  our  last  mem- 
ben  of  parliament,  and  thought  proper  Co  en- 
trust ihera,  for  three  years,  as  our  representa- 
tives, if  his  mqjesty  thought  proper  to  continue 
them  so  long : tbac  bearing  a bill  is  prepared, 
and  now  tjepending  before  (be  House  of  Peers, 
for  altering  tbe  laws  now  in  being  relating  to 
parliaments:  aad  for  continning  ibis  present 
parliament  for  a longer  time ; and  praying  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  prevent 
the  said  Bill  passing  into  a Ian ; for  we  cannot 
but  look  upon  it  os  overturning  our  present 
constitution,  and  an  infringement  of  our  ii- 
beriies  by  making  representatives  for  us  for  a 
longer  time  than  we  entrusted  tbem.” 

4.  A Petition  from  the  corporaiioo  of  Cam- 
bridge, setting  forth,  “ That,  by  tbe  ancient 
coosiituiion  of  this  kingdom,  tbe  frequent 
ciUing  of  new  parliaments  lias  always  been 
>ued,  and  esteemed  a security  to  tbe  crown, 
and  also  to  tbe  bberdes  of  the  people  of  this 
cealm ; that,  by  several  statutes,  ami  particu- 
I"ly  by  one,  made  in  the  reign  of  our  late 
Hvereign  king  William  tbe  Tnird,  it  is  pr,> 
vided,  That  no  parUament  shall  uootinue 
^ger  than  three  years;  and  bearing  that  a 
bill  is  coming  from  the  House  of  Lords  to  con- 
tinue this  parliament  for  a longer  lime  than  is 


tity.  Lechmere,  who  always  datuus  every  thing 
does  not  originally  corne  from  him>>elf,  will 
battle  it  agaiust  the  court  to  the  last ; next 
luesday  thegmnd  debate  will  be,  at  which  time 
Idesigo  CO  be  present,  to  enanle  me  the  better 
^giveyou  an  account  of  it.”  Ur,  Moyle  to 
norace  Waljwle.-CostTs-Wnfpolei.,'  -i  - "i  •,-! 
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allowed  by  the  said  laws:  and  praying,  that 
the  said  laws  now  in  being  may  be  continued, 
that  the  petitioners  may  Lave  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  sbewing  their  duty  nnd  nSeotiou  to 
his  majesty  kiug  Gcarge,  and  the  happy  estab- 
lishment in  chnrch  and  sente,  by  their  cnnstanl 
elecibgof  members  so  inclined.” 

&,  A Petition  from  llie  borough  of  Abing- 
don, setting  forth,  “That  tbe  most  valuable 
privilege  we  enjoy  is,  chat  uf  lieiiig  repiesemcd 
in  parliament ; so  we  ennnot  but  he  very  much 
alarmed  when  any  infringement  is  like  to  be 
made  on  that  privili^e:  we  are  now  so  happy 
as  to  find  a gentleman  who  truly  represents  us  as 
we  would  be  represented  ; bul,as  wc  cannot  be 
sure  that  this  will  always  be  the  case,  and  if 
we  should  ever  be  so  unfuicunate  as  to  mistake 
in  our  choice,  being  allowed  but  one  represen- 
tative, nothing  could  make  llint  misfortune 
tolerable  to  us,  bat  the  comfort  that  he  could 
nut  abuse  the  trust  we  reposed  in  Inm  for 
longer  than  three  years ; and  praying,  That 
this  House  will  not  be  wanting  in  their  en- 
deavours Co  'preserve,  as  well  to  us  ns  our 
fellow-subjects,  that  liberty,  wliich  alone  can 
preserve  (he  freedom  of  parliaments,  and  give 
them  tbe  opportunity  of  laying  the  true  sense 
of  the  kingdom  beibre  liis  majesty,  and  of 
calling  evil  ministers  to  account;  and  which 
will  give  ns  the  more  frequent  occasions  of 
cxerung  our  seal  for  the  security  of  .the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of  die 
subject.” 

6.  A Petition  from  tlie  borough  of  New- 
castle under  Line,  in  the  county  of  Stalfurd, 
setting  forth,  “ That  whereas,  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  kingdom,  no  pnrliamenc  is  to  con- 
tinue longer  than  three  years;  under  the  pro- 
tection ot  which  Idw  we  linte  chosen  oor  re- 
presentatives whom  we  ihougin  he  to  entrust 
for  three  years,  if  his  majesty  should  think  fit 
Co  coutliiue  this  parliumeiic  So  long : and 

having  heard,  that  a bill  is  prepared  to  con- 
tinue this  parliiiinenc  lor  a longer  lime;  we 
humbly  hope,  that  no  sucii  bill  may  pass; 
wliicii  we  cannot  but  look  upon  as  overturning 
our  present  constitution,  and  an  infringement 
of  our  liberties:  and  praying,  that  their  liber- 
ties ami  privileges  may  be  presened  and  coiu 
citiued  to  them.” 

DtbaU  oa  the  SeBtenmal  BUI  in  Ike  Com- 
moni.j  Then  the  Bill  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  a ni'iiion  being  mode,  and  tlie  question 
put,  That  it  be  cuniiniiced,  there  arose  a warm 
debate,  that  iasCed  from  two  in  die  afternoon 
untill  near  eleven  at  night.  The  speakers  liir 
the  hill  were,  .Mr.  Ltddul,  Mr.Trevaman,  Mr. 
Moliiienux,  Sir  John  Browiilaw,  Mr.  Hamp- 
den, Mr.  Moleswurib,  Air.  Juba  Sroiih,  Lord 
Stanhope,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Craiggs,  Lord  Con- 
ingsby,  Mr.  Giles  Erie,  Sir  Kichard  Steele, 
Mr.  Nevile,  .Sir  Clmrles  Turner,  Sir  Wdliam 
Thomson,  Sir  Joseph  Jvkyll,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stanhope,  Mr.  Aisiabie.  Tbe  speakers 
against  (he  oill  were,  Mr.  Robert  Heysliain, 
iiMft  SaeiVi  Shippee;:  , IiOTll,rPas*'j  Mr. 
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Wykes,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  Jefleries,  Sir 
Thomas  Cross,  Sir  William  Wliitlock,  Mr. 
Williain  Bromley,  Mr.  Arctier.Lord  Guernsey, 
Sir  Thomas  llaiimer,  General  Koss,  Sir  Robert 
llaymond,  Mr.  Hungertbrd,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Walter  Cbeiwynd,  Mr.  X.echiDere. 

Mr.  who  opened  the  debate,  spoke 

as  roUons: 

Mr.  Speaker;  You  hare  now  under  your 
cousideraiiuii  a matter  of  as  great  neigl't  and 
impoitanca,  as,  I bdieve,  ever  came  before 
aov  parliajoenc;  for  where  the  rights  nnd  li> 
betties  of  Che  subject  appear  to  be  concerned, 
tlien  certainly  it  is  lit  to  proceed  with  the 
utmost  caution  and  regard.  Tlie  Triennial 
act  was,  no  doubt,  oriuinally  intended  as  a 
barrier  and  defence  of  tMse  rights  and  liber- 
ties, against  any  oppressive  or  arbitrary  inva- 
sions of  the  crown:  and  Chongb  wc  a>c  so 
happy  as  to  liave  a good  prince  now  upon  the 
throne,  who  is  likely  to  be  succeeded  by  one 
equally  so,  yet  such  ^eat  blessings  were  never 
entailed  upon  a people.  Nobody  can  be  more 
for  suppurcing  the  just  prerogative,  than  I am, 
because  I always  take  it  to  be  a power  of 
doing  good : and  therefore,  if  upon  the 
strictest  examination  I could  find,  ihnc  what 
is  at  present  proposed,  would  throw  the  ba- 
lance ef  power  tuo  much  on  the  side  of  the 
crown,  I should  then  think  it  not  only  hnrtfui 
and  dangerous  to  the  public,  bat  fatal  uud 
destructive  to  the  constitution.  In  order  to 
enter  Ihrther  into  this  sul^ect,  it  is  proper  to 
look  back  from  whence  a bill  of  this  kind  first 
cook  its'  rise. ' lu  the  year  1640  a bill  for 
Triennial  parliaments*,  or  that  which  was  very 
like  it,  was  passed;  but  with  a clause  in  it,  of 
a hard  and  cumpulsory  nkture,  derogatory  to 
the  crown,  and,  indeed,  unreasunable  in  itself, 
with  many  other  disagreeable  circumstnnees. 
Itis  well  known  whut  was  cbe  consequence  of 
those  unhappy  differences,  between  the  king 
and  his  people.  After  the  Kestoratun,  in  the 
16ch  uf  king  diaries  die  Second,  tliis  act, 
which  immediately  preceded  along  and  bloody 
Civil  war,  wns  repe.iled  by  another  act,  the 
preamble  of  which  is  very  retnarknblejf  and 
thus  things  remained  untill  some  time  nller  the 
Revolution,  tvhcii  king  Williain  was  prevailed 
upon  to  pass  this  now,  I hope,  dyinic  law. 
1 am  sure  aaching  could  prevail  with  me 
either  tu  eolarge  or  alter  this  act,  were  I not 
convinced  by  comparing  the  .srgoments  on 
both  Sides,  that  the  nut  doing  of  it  is  liable  to 
more  inconvenience  (and  danger.  If  you  du 
it,  yuu  eilectually  s'rengthen  the  bonds  of  the 
king;  settle  and  maintain  the  Protestant  sac- 
cession  by  destroying  the  vain  hopes  of  all  its 
enemies,  Imtli  nt  home  and  abroad.  You  en- 
courage  your  allies  in  join  with  yon,  nay,  and 
to  depend  Hint  what  sbeit  hereafter  be  stipu- 
lated und  asreed  epon,  will  lie  puuctually  per- 
formed. This  experiment  mnv,  perliaps,  at 

• SeeTnl.a,p.r02. 


first  disquiet  the  tninds  of  the  peoiile;  espe- 
cially when  they  are  exa.spersCcd  by  nil  the 
endeavours  of  men  averse  und  disaS'ecied  to 
the  government.  However,  a biile  lime  will 
sltew,  that  it  will  entirely  break  our  parties  and 
divisions,  and  by  that  means  lay  a firm  and 
solid  fiiundaiion  for  the  future  tranquillity  and 
liappiness  ol  ibis  kingdom.  Besides,  if  this 
opportunity  be  loet,  yuu  may  possibly  never 
liave  auother,  at  least  so  good  a one,  not  only 
to  conquer  bnt  even  to  eradicate  that  spirit  uf 
Jacobitism,  which  has  tong  dwelt  among  us,  ‘ 
und  has  mure  than  once  brought  this  nation  to 
the  very  brink  of  ruin  and  destruction.  Since 
tliercfore,*\Tiili  much  danger  and  difficulty,  we 
have  ot  last  secured  our  religion,  laws,  and 
liberties,  when  all  was  at  stake,  from  the 
treachery  of  the  late  ministry,  the  unaccount- 
able proceedings  of  the  last  triennial  parlia- 
ment, why  should  yon  ran  the  risk  of  bavio^a 
new  one  so  soon,  first  chosen  by  French 
mnoey,  and  then  voting  by  French  directions! 
§ince  the  king  and  bis  parliament  exert  their 
united  power  fur  the  good  of  the  public,  and 
to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  nation,  why  . 
should  thev  not  continue  longer  together,  thu 
they  may  ^nisli  what  they  have  so  unanimously 
and  so  happily  begun  ? Upon  ibe  wliole.  Sir, 
the  electors  and  people  of  all  the  borougba  m 
Unglaod  having  been,  for  seveml  years  past, 
both  bribed  and  preached  into  the  Pre- 
tender’s interest,  and  a dislike  of  the  Protes- 
tant succession,  it  becomes  rather  necessity 
than  choice  to  apply  an  extraordinary  remedy 
to  an  extruurdinary  disease;  therefore  I sbali 
give  you  no  farther  trouble,  bnt  nnkc  yon  a 
very  short  motion,  which  is,  That  this  bill  be 
committed. 

Mr.  Sliippen*  spoke  against  tbb  bill  as  fol- 

Mr.  Speaker ; I know  my  duty  Co  this 
House,'  and  tlie  consequence  uf  any  ihiguarded 

* “ I love  CO  pour  out  all  myself,  as  plain 
“ As  down  right  Shippen,  or  asold  Moniagne.” 

The  noblest  tesdmony  to  the  character 
of  Siippen  was  given  by  sic  Robert  Wal- 
pole, wlien  he  declared,  which  he  repeatedly 
did,  “ That  he  would  not  say  who  was 
corrupted,  but  he  would  say  who  vras  nnC 
corrupnble;  that  man  was  Shippeu.”  Coxe’s 
MetiTuiiB  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  I 

“ He  was  consistent  in  Conduct,  open  and 
frank  in  his  opposition  to  the  existing  govern-  ' 
ment,  and  of  infiexihle  honesty  and  Imegrityj  j 
blit  be  was  knmvn  to  be  disaffected  to  theprotes- 
tani  successinu,  and  indeed  never  lieritaced  to 
avow  his  senthnencs.  This  may  account  for 
Pope’s  panegyric,  hut  it  makes  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole’s testimony  to  bis  character  more  manly." 
Pope’s  Works,  vol.  4,  p.  80.  Bowles's  edit, 
i&oe. 

A more  particular  account  of  him  Irom 
Coxe’s  Memoirs  may  not  be  uoaccepcabte  ; 
'“’A'Hle'wai  beri-' OT2, 1^' whs"  educalMOt  j 
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exjiresaions better  (faun  tnsa;,  tliat  by  any  hills 
we  bavc  already  passed,  we  liave  made  so  wide 
a gap  in  the  oiiistitutiun,  that  the  force  of 
tbc  law  is  ilk  n ummier  destroyed  ; or  timt, 
by  auy  thing  we  have  done,  we  have  pared  the 
way  to  a despotic  and  iiiUiiary  government, 
(he  gcpatesi  calamity  that  can  liefal  u free* 
faom  people.  Such  reOectiuni  luny  uutue  from 
persons  witliout  doors,  who,  though  they  may 
with JusiicccDoipbin  when  their  liberties  are 
invaded,  yet  caiinnt  aitv.iys  enter  into  the 
depth  and  wisdom  of  unr  cpunsels,  and  are 
too  apt  to  censure  whin  they  do  not  undeisiaud. 
No  meinber  can  regularly  arraign  any  hills  the 
stme  session  they  hare  oblaineil  the  force  and 
tanclion  of  laws.  But  this  bill,  though  it 
hath  already  got  through  the  must  dimcult 
part  of  its  passage,  and  thoagh  it  will  in  nil 
probability  Iw  the  next  Inw  that  shull  be  made, 
IS  yet  unpassed,  is  yet  before  us  for  our  con* 
siijemtkm,  and  we  hare  a right  to  treat  it  with 
freedom  ; Freedom  of  speech,  I preeume,  mil! 
nnt  only  be  allowed,  but  is  expected  on  this 


Stockport  school.  lie  was  first  elected  mem- 
ber of  parliament  in  1707  for  Brninher  in 
Sussex;  and  ia  1714  be  was  elected  fitrNew- 
ton  in  Z/anciishire,  which  place  ha  represented 
till  his  deaiL  His  paternal  estate  was  not 
more  than  dOOi.  per  annum ; but  he  obtained 
a large  fortune,  70,000/.  by  his  wife,  daughter 
nod  co-heiress  of  sir  Kichard  StnCe,  knight,  of 
Nonliuinberiand,  by  whom  he  lelinn  children ; 
his  mode  of  living  was  simple  and  frugal.  He 
kept  up  u constant  correspondence  with  Atter- 
biiry,  during  his  exile  ; and  William  Morrice 
meiiiiOQS  him  in  one  of  bis  letters,  asn  person 
who  continued  lixed  to  his  principles,  nr,  os  he 
expresses  himself,  as  huiiest  as  ever.  He 
serins  to  have  IjaJ  no  country  residence,  except 
nhiredhouse  on  Bicbmond-hitl,  hut  made  ex- 
cursions in  summer  to  his  wife’s  relations  in 
Nurtiiumherlaml.  His  1iiu.1l  place  of  abode 
was  LoiiHnii ; in  tlie  latter  period  of  his 
life  in  Noribik  street,  and  his  house  was 
the  rendezvons  for  persons  of  rank,  learning, 
and  abilities ; bis  manner  was  pleasing  and 
dignified,  and  his  conversation  was  replete 
with  vivacity  aud  wit, 

“ Shippen  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  had  al- 
ways a personal  regard  for  e-icii  other.  He 
"OS  fretfueutly  heard  to  say,  Robin  and  I are 
two  linnest  men.  He  ia  fur  king  Geoi^e  and  I 
for  king  James:  but  those  men  with  lung  era- 
''ats(ineiiniiig  Sundys,  sir  John  Riisliout,  Gib- 
hoD,  and  others)  only  desire  places,  either 
under  king  George  or  king  James. 

“ Byihe  accountsofthosewholiadheardhim 
tn  the  House  of  Commons,  his  manner  was 
liighly  energetic  and  spirited,  as  to  senument 
>nd  expression : but  he  generally  spoke  in  a 
jowtone  of  voice,  with  too  great  rapidity,  and 
held  Hisglore  before  liis  moutb.  Hisspeeches 
Usually  contained  some  pointed  period,  which 
peculiarly  applied  to  the  subject  in  debate,  and 


occasion.  I hope  therefore,  as  the  business  of 
iliis  day  hath  raised  an  universal  expectation 
throughout  the  kingduoi,  so  geuUemen  who  are 
m ore  ubie,  (none  is  mure  willing  than  myself) 
will  appear  nkh  resolution  ami  spirit  in  this 
iinpo  rtaiit  debate  ; in  this,  perhaps,  our  Inst 
struggle  fur  the  liberties  of  lliose  we  represent. 

1 Uiiok,  then,  all  the  arguments  wfaicii  have 
been  us  ed  for  this  bill,  are  giounded  on  mere 
surmises  and  imaginations  ouly ; ure  eitli'er 
trifJug  in  tliemselves,  or  daogerons  iu  their 
consequence.  One  main  reason  urged,  both 
in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and  in  the 
debates  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  for  it, 
is  this:  That  the  disalTections  of  the  people 
arc  so  great,  and  the  enemies  of  the  govern- 
uienc  both  at  home  and  abroad  so  watchful, 
that  new  ciections  will  occasion  luw  riots, 
rekindle  the  rebellion,  and  he  destructive  to 
the  pence  and  security  of  the  government, 
which  will  all  be  prevented  by  coiiiinuiiig  this 
good  parliament,  and  making  the  tune  of  its 
dissolution  ancertiun. 

If  this  argument  be  applied  to  the  ministry, 
I osn  only  aiiipwer,  lliatit  b no  concern  of  ours 
whether  they  have  rendered  themselves  odious 
to  the  people,  or  not,  They  are  more  pro- 
perly tlie  object  of  our  jealousy,  than  of  our 
care.  They  may  be  destroyed,  and  the  go- 
vernment subsist.  But  if  it  he  applied  to 
his  majesty,  as  it  must  be  to  make  it  any  in- 
ducement to  pass  this  hill,  I will  venture  to 
say,  that  none  of  tliose,  who  arecailed  ene- 
mies (0  the  government,  and  abettors  of  the 
rebellion,  could  have  offered  an  argument  so 
injurious  to  bis  majesty's  hemonr.  Fur  with 
wiiuc  face  cm  any  good  subject  inamuate,  thsu 
in  tlie  iafiincy  of  his  reign  he  hath  deprived 
himself  of  the  love  and  nffeciion  of  a people, 
who  so  lately  received  him  with  the  utmost  ex- 
pressiousof  joy  ? Wbnt  an  unjust  idea  must 
this  give  of  bis  most  mild  and  gracious  gorem- 
ment  J But  the  assertion  is  riie  more  injurious, 
because  it  is  cmircly  groundless.  For  when 
these  pretended  disaffcciious  weie  at  the  high- 
est, it  appeared  bow  impotent  they  were,  how 
far  &om  being  universal,  by  the  easy  and  sud- 
den suppression  of  the  rebellion  : aud  by  con- 
sequence how  absolutely  his  niujesty  reigoed  ia 
the  hearts  of  his  subjects.  Now  the  rebellion 
is  suppressedi.if  there  shouhl  be  any  remains  of 
those  who  are  ill  disposed,  the  (ate  of  their 
friends,  whilst  the  terror  of  it  is  fresh  in  their 
minds,  will  restrain  them  from  any  future  at- 
tempt. Besides,  tlie  bands  of  the  government 
are  strengthened.  The  Habeas  Corpus  act  is 
not  ouly  now,  but  may  he  again  suspended : 
You  bare  n numerous  standing  army  distributed 
through  the  kingdom,  to  controul  and  awe  uu- 
ruly  spirits.  But  suppose  tbc  diseffections  of 
the  pmpic  to  he  as  great,  suppose  the  factioD, 
spoke  of  in  the  preamble,  to  be  os  restless  and 
designing,  as  is  a/firmed  •,  is  this  the  way  to 
extiflgirisii  Huiinosities,  to  heal  divisions,  and 
to  recoudlc  parties  I No,  Sir,  it  will  rather 
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tbai  nre  dUnlTecCed,  to  rail  atjrour  procecUiogs ; 
to  enr,  tliac  jour  actions  are  such  that 
jou  dare  out  venture  on  new  elections:  and 
who  Icuows  what  such  suggestions  may  pro* 
duce  ? It  is  possible  wlieo  tlie  three  years 
for  which  you  are  now  chosen,  shall  ex- 
pire, they  may  insist,  tiiat  they  are  unrepre- 
srmed  iu  parliutueot ; and  this  will  he  a 
better  handle,  ii  more  pbusible  foondatiun 
for  the  faction  to  tvoik  upon,  than  they  coold 
have  at  die  time  of  a regular  election.  Now, 
if  the  coiiiiminnce  of  this  parliament  be  in- 
tended only  to  calm  men's  minds,  and  that 
it  is  hoped  tius  storm  may  by  degrees  subside, 
gentlemen  will  be  pleased  to  consider,  that 
we  are  but  alit.le  uaove  ayear  old,  tliuugb  we 
have  done  so  many  great  end  glorious  things,  and 
that  there  will  be  no  necessity,  as  the  law 
stands,  of  adissolution  this  year  nndiialf:  and 
that  nobody  can  imagine  disconients  will  last 
to  long  under  $0  wise,  so  unerring,  so  pacific 
an  administration,  as  we  now  enjoy. 

Another  reason  insisted  on  is.  That  as  the 
continuance  of  this  parliameut  may  prevent 
cominntiuDs  at  home,  so  it  may  hinder  any  in- 
vasion from  abroad,  by  encouraging  oor  an* 
cient  allies  to  enter  into  new  treaties  with  us, 
which  they  will  not  otherwise  do.  This  is  a 
secret  which, in  my  bumble  opinion,  ought  not 
to  bare  been  revealed ; this  is  au  argument  highly 
improper  to  be  urged  in  a British  parliament, 
for  it  supposes,  that  our  allies  prescribe  to  our 
counsels,  and  ibat  they  expect  we  should  alter 
tliepresencframeofour  constitution,  beforelhey 
will  favour  us  with  their  frieodsbips ; which  is  a 
thought  not  to  be  endured  in  this  place,  where 
to  many  mfOions  have  been  raised  for  their 
service,  and  must  move  the  indignation  of  every 
Englishman,  especially  if  it  comes  irom  any 
stale  that  first  receiver!  its  being,  and  after- 
wards IIS  protection,  from  England.  I hope 
never  to  see  this  nation  brought  so  low,  that 
the  crown  shall  bo  directed,  as  was  once  at- 
tempted,.when  to  remove  or  keep  its  ministers, 
when  to  dissolve  or  continue  its  parliaments. 
Sir,  his  mujesty,  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  is  the 
arbiter  of  Europe,  and  may  dictate  to  other 
nations.  They  will,  fur  their  own  sakes,  cuurt 
bis  friendship;  they  have  always  found  tbeir 
accoonc  in  being  allies  to  the  crown  be  wears. 
The  British  treasure  and  tiie  British  armies, 
have  made  them  triumph  over  their  enemies, 
end  establish  the  balance  they  wanted.  It  is 
farriiersaid,  that  by  this  bill  you  will  restore  the 
prerogative  to  part  ofitspower,  which  is  cramped 
by  the  Triennial  Act.  Now,  if  this  bill  is  to 
be  understood  to  relate  to  alliances,  it  weak- 
ens and  not  strengthens  the  prerogative.  For 
it  ii  an  insinuation,  that  the  people  have  some- 
ebing  CO  do  in  making  treaties,  which  must  ever 
be  denied  by  the  friends  of  die  crown,  where 
the  Bule  undisputed  right  is  lodged  by  the  con- 
stitution of  ibis  kingdom.  Besides,  if  chat  nos 
any  consideration  here,  this  argument  is^nlao 
a reflection  on  the  present  ministry,  who  are  to 
have  the  honour  Co  advise  his  msjeicy  io  any 
alliances  tit 'Sb«U' think  ^ne  aiiukt  i fwithaw 
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I an  appearance,  os  if  they  durst  not  look  a new 
I parhamcni  in  the  iacu ; or,  as  if  by  some  dt- 
I merit  or  other,  they  should  not  continue  in 
. their  pos;s,  without  cnc  help  of  this  bill,  long 
j enough  cu  assist  io  supporting  those  alliances 
I when  made.  It  is  true,  we  have  had  of  lete  a 
I ion  of  I'riennial  ministers,  as  well  as  parlia- 
I meats.  But  we  are  to  hope,  that  the  present 
^ sec  of  ministers,  who  so  fur  surpassed  all  their 
' predecessors  in  wisdom  and  virtue,  irill  behave 
' so  well,  as  to  deserve  the  condnuance  of  bis 
[ majesty’s  favour,  and  the  kingdom's  approba- 
I don.  'Tbeir  friendsought  tliereroreratfaeno  re- 
I jeet,  than  to  inforce  tl^  argument,  as  refleedng 
on  them,  sud  groundless  in  itself. 

There  is  another  reason,  drawn  from  the 
great  and  condnued  expences  occaiioned  by 
' frequent  clectiuns,  which  is  so  weak,  that  it 
! scarce  deserves  to  be  taken  notice  of.  For 
every  gentleman  isa  Judge  ofbis  own  circum- 
stances, whether  he  will  or  can  be  at  the  ne- 
cessary expences  of  an  election  ; corrupt  ones 
arenotto  besupposed,  kspedally  in  this  Bouse, 
which,  all  the  world  knows,  ives  chosen  without 
the  least  corrupdon,  withoutthe  least  violence, 
widiouC  the  least  improper  influence  what- 

As  CO  what  issald,That  frequent  parliaments 
are  the  cause  ofobscmcting  Justice,  and  binder 
candidates  from  being  impartial  in  the  disch- 
buduD  of  it;  it  is  equally  irifiiiig  with  the  rea- 
son lost  mentioned ; and,  ifany,  isan  argument 
only  for  making  parliaments  perpetual.  For 
he  wbo  will  beagreat  deal  biassed  by  bis  hopes 
of  securing  his  seatin  a Triennial  Parliament 
will,  by  the  same  principle,  be  a little  warped 
by  his  expeccadon  of  siidiig  io  a Septennial 
one;  and  he  ought  in  neither  case  to  be  a 
inember  of  this  House;  for  aothingcan  eflec- 
tuslly  cure  such  a dispositicin ; it  will  never  be 
able  to  resist  greater  temptations,  and  court- 
preferments. 

These  are  tfae  chief  arguments  for  passing 
tiusbill;  and  I humbly  conceive  diey  now  ap- 
pear to  be  of  no  great  weight : but  the  rea- 
soDsfor  letting  the  law  stand  as  it  does,  are 
such  as,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  receive  an  an- 

First,  If  there  were  not  abundance  of  other 
argumeois  against  this  bill,  the  manner  of  iu 
coming  hither,  is  a suEcient  objecdon  to  it. 
It  is  sent  from  the  Lords,  and  as  it  chiefly  re- 
lates to  ourselves,  X shall  apprehend  it  incon- 
sistent with  our  honour  to  receive  it.  We 
ought  to  imitate  the  spirit  which  our  predeces- 
sors ever  shewed  in  resisting  all  attempts  of 
this  kind,  all  appearances  of  iiinovadou  by  the 
Lords.  Our  predecessors  wereso  veryjeiduus 
of  tbeir  privil^n,  that  they  never  failed  to 
exert  themselves,  even  on  the  smallest  and 
most  minute  Occasions.  Shall  we  then  I shall 
this  glorious  House  qf  Commons  be  so  far  from 
doing  dint,  as  humbly  to  take  a new  model  of 
our  constitudon  from  them  ? Surely  we  shall 
not  sit  tame,  and  acquiesce  meanly,  when  they 
think  fit  to  strike  at  the  fouiidauoiu  of  this 
Hawt,  I''  ■'  I ' ■ ■ ^1:  • 
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Sut  if  an;  here  could  be  inclinable  to  receive 
the  dictates  of  the  Lords,  or  to  speak  out,  the 
dictates  of  ibe  ministry,  1 humbly  sppreliend 
it  is  not  incur  power  to  consent  to  ibis  bill, 
For  1 cannot  conceive,  by  any  rule  of  reason 
or  law,  (hat  we,  who  are  only  repretenUtives, 
can  enlarge  to  our  own  advantage  the  authority 
delegated  to  us;  or  thatbyvirtua  of  that  au- 
thority, we  can  destroy  ihu  fundaiDcntal  rights 
of  our  constituents,  {know  indeed,  that  the 
notion  of  the  radical  power  of  the  people  hath 
been  extended  to  a degree  of  extravagance  and 
absurdity,  which  I would  never  be  supposed  to 
contend  for.  Rut  it  is  self-evident,  that  this 

1 lower  with  relation  to  the  port  we  beur  in  the 
^islaturc,  is  absolutely,  is  solely  in  Che  elec- 
tors. You  have  no  legislative  capacity,  but 
what  you  derive  from  them.  You  were  chosen 
under  the  Triennial  Act,  and  could  only  be 
chosen  for  three  years,  unless  they  could  con- 
vey more  CO  others,  than  they  bad  in  (hem- 
selves ; unless  they  could  give  us  a longer  term 
tu  represent  them,  than  they  could  claim  at 
the  lime  of  their  choice  to  be  represemed. 
Oar  trust  therefore  is  a Triennial  trust ; ami 
if  we  endeavour  to  continue  it  beyond  its  legal 
duration,  from  that  instant  we  cease  to  be  the 
trustees  of  the  people,  and  are  our  own  elec- 
tors; from  that  instant  we  act  by  an  assumed 
power,  and  erect  a new  constitution.  If  we 
could  dissolve  or  alter  the  form  of  any  oce  part 
of  the  l^islature,  wliy  not  of  the  whole  ? And 
that  is  a doctrine  I presume  will  not  be  ad- 
vanced here ; I am  sure  it  will  never  be  allowed 
in  any  other  place.  But  I know  it  is  a very 
unacceptable  way  of  speaking,  to  dispute  the 
power  of  those  to  whom  one  ^eaks.;  and  it 
may  be  thought  a presumption  if  1 should  affirm 
in  this  present  parliament,  which  bath  given 
M many  proofs  of  its  omnipotence,  that  even 
the  vibole  legislature  cannot  do  every  tbing.  I 
must  however  always  be  of  opinion,  iliac  chough 
it  is  areceived  maxim  in  civil  science,  that  ibe 
supreme  legislature  cannot  be  bound  ; yet  an 
implied  exceptiun  must  be  understood,  viz. 
that  it  is  restrained  from  subvening  tbe  found- 
ations on  wbich  it  stands;  and  that  it  ought 
not,  00  any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  touch  or 
alter  those  Ians,  wbich  are  so  far  admitted  into 
the  constitution,  as  tu  become  essential  parts  of 
it-  I am  also  of  opinion,  that  we  camiot  pass 
this  bill,  because  it  would  be  an  infraction  of 
the  act  of  uuiun,  wbich  1 hear  almost  every 
day  m this  place  called  an  irrepealnble  and  fun- 
danental  law.  Bat  since  the  representatives 
uf  North  Britain  are  satished  in  that  point, 
>t  would  be  highly  impsetinent  in  me  to  insist 
Upon  it. 

But  if  DQtfaiiig  stood  in  your  way,  if  it  was 
never  so  much  in  your  power,  1 think  yon 
oughtni>c  to  repeal  the  Triennial  Act,  except  in 
the  last  extremity,  and  in  tbe  most  immiaent 
dtngeroftlie  State.  This  law  was  one  of  the 
waits  of  the  Rcvolotion : This  law  restored 
freedom  and  frequency  of  parliaments,  so 
*»r  as  was  consistent  with  ite  arcum^qc«  of 
that  reign,  wh'iti 'wajk^friViSved 'ifl  a'war^  hiltl" 
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had  occasion  for  constant  and  heavy  taxes : 
This  law  was  a concession  made  to  tbe  people 
by  king  William,  in  the  midst  of  his  difficulties, 
and  1 own  tlie  pulley  of  those  ministers,  who 
shall  advise  his  majesty  tn  ^ve  his  royal  assent 
to  the  repealing  of  it,  Is  of  too  rehned  and  de- 
licate a nature  for  my  understanding.  For  since 
his  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  propose  time 
rince  as  a pattern  tn  himself,  and  is  pursuing 
is  steps  with  so  much  glory,  it  will  he  a matter 
of  astonishment  to  those  who  are  not  in  the 
secret  ofalTairs,  to-see,  ihatin  the  reign  of  the 
one  kingevery  thing  should  be  done  to  enlarge 
the  liberties  of  tbe  people,  and  to  restrain  bis 
supxssors  from  being  capable  of  relapsing  into 
the  errors  and  abuses  of  former  princes;  and 
that  in  the  reign  of  the  other,  ihere  should  be 
tbe  least  appearance  of  doing  any  tbing  wbich 
might  but  seem  to  stretcli  tM  prerogative,  to 
invade,  aod  shock  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  aulgect,  when  both  shall  be  found  to  rule 
by  tbe  saiue  principles  of  liberty,  and  by  tlie 
same  maxims  of  government. 

Tbe  Triennial  Act  is  grounded  on  tbe  ancient 
usage  and  constitution  of  parliaments;  ns  it  is 
intended  to  oblige  the  crown  to  call  them  fre- 
onently.  For  that,  parliaments  were  held 
frequently,  half  yearly,  or  annualiy  at  least, 
appears  not  only  from  the  best  accounts  we 
have  of  the  Grst  lastituiion  of  them,  and  by  tbe 
two  acts  of  Edward  3,  but  by  the  writs  ofsuni- 
mous  still  extant,  and  several  autfaemic  instru- 
ments and  records.  However  satisfactory  it 
might  he  no  any  other  occasion,  I am  sensible 
that  adeductioD  of  the  history  of  ancient  par- 
liaments, as  (hey  were  successively  called,  would 
be  very  tedious  and  UDenlerCaining  in  (his  de- 
bate ; aod  I will  tbereforc  only  mention  two 
records.  One  is  that  fatnoas  instrument  of 
Edward  1,  concerning  tlieAnnuus  Census,  then 
claimed  by  tbe  popes  from  tbe  crown  of  Eng- 
land : wherein  lie  takes  notice,  that  some  ar- 
rears, incurred  on  that  licad,  had  not  been 
raised,  as  tliev  uogiit  to  have  been  ‘ in  Pariia- 
‘ mcnto,quocT circa  Octaves  fiesurrectionisOo- 
‘ minictecelebrari  in  Anglia  consuevit But  he 
promises  lliat  he  would  recomment  the  payment 
of  the  money  due,  * in  slioPailiamento  nostro, 

* quod  ad  Gneaj  Sancti  Michaelisproxime  futuri 
‘ intendimus,  dame  Domino,  celebrare.’  Tbe 
other  record  is  a representation  from  the  par- 
liament to  Richard  S,  some  passages  of  which 
are  these — ‘ Quod  ex  antique  Statuto  habenc, 
' et  CoDSuetuiline  taudabili  et  approbate,  cojus 
‘ coatrarietBti  dici  nonvolebit’  That  tlie  king 
b to  call  ' Dominos  et  Froceres  Rt^ni  atque 
' Commuues  seniel  in  Anoo  ad  Parbamentum 
‘suniD,  tnnauam  odsummam  Curiam  todusR^- 

* ni.’That  if  tbe  king— ‘aParliamentosuo  se  alio- 
‘ naverit  sua  iponte,  non  aliqua  infirmitato  aut 
' aliqua  alia  dc  causa  necessitatis,  ted  perim- 
‘ moderatam  voluntatem  proterve  se  subuaxerit 

* perabsentiam  temporis  Qaailraginta  Dierum, 
‘ tanquam  de  vexatione  Populi  sui  ct  gravibus 

* expengiseonim  non  curana,  ex  tunc  liciturn 
‘ omnibus  et  singulis  eor.uiQ  absque  Domigenio 

' ‘ redfrii'htF'jirxiprillf  e¥'\oicffi^ue  eorum 
' in  Patriam  suam  remearc-* 
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From  tiic  ronnw  of  ihew  records,  it  is  ob> 
vious  to  ohserre,  that  Edward  ibc  1st  who  was 
one  of  our  best  princes,  and  m (treat  a preaerTcr 
of  ciie  laws  ofliii  kingdom,  that  he  is  justly 
called  li)  the  bistoriaas  the  CuglisL  Justininn. 
dxite,  rather  Uian  to  prolong  the  iitting  of  his 
parliaoieut  be/ond  their  usual  time,  to  dissolve 
one,  though  it  had  uot  iiuished  its  necessar; 
business,  and  to  sammoo  anniJier  within  the 
space  of  a few  months.  From  the  other  it  is 
very  rrmerkahle,  that  Eichard  S,  who  is  tsid  in 
be  one  oftlie  wont  kings  Uut  ever  sat  on  (lie 
throne  of  England,  by  abaeutint;  liimseif  from 
the  business  of  parliainenti,  and  by  that  means 
continuing  their  sessioEs  bcyoml  their  proper 
and  accustomed  time,  drew  upon  liimself  n 
sharp  reiiionstrnuce  from  both  blouses,  and 
was  at  last,  for  such  practices,  amongst  other 
(hiufs,  deposed. 

Uany  reigns  after  this,  Henry  8 accomplish* 
ed  what  Richard  2 only  attempted,  and  he  con- 
tinued his  liiK  parliament  bd  Ubitaim  wiiiiout 
reproof.  Sul  it  is  well  known  wiiat  exerhitant 
powers  they  rested  him  with  i and  Ood  forbid 
tre  should  have  any  resemblance  of  cfause 
times;  for  that  parhament  acted  like  slaves, 
and  tliat  king  acted  like  ti  tyrant. 

But  if  ilie  Triennial  law  had  not  been 
^ouuded  on  tlie  reasons  of  autiquity,  and  tlie 
oiigiual  usage  of  parliaments, it  wasnomoretlian 
a reasonable  indulgence  frum  the  throne  to  (he 
people,  nlio  had  struggled  for  a revolution, 
on  account  of  the  abuses  uf  parliaments,  and 
the  endeavours  to  render  them  insignilicant. 
It  is  (me,  that  prince  once  denied  his  rbyal 
assent  to  it;  but  afterwards  lie  considered, 
ibatiecould  bd  no  diminution  of  his  preroga- 
tive, no  bl«mi'-h  to  his  regal  powers,  to 
retrieve  ibe  lionour  and  dignity  of  pai- 
baraents,  as  they  were  his  support,  as  they 
were  the  essential  part  of  that  consticutiim  he 
Giuie  to  save  : and  tliis  lie  found  be  could  only 
do  hy  the  frequentcalUngoftlieni. 

Boides,  tills  law  was  not  only  a reasonable 
indulgence  to  tbe  pecpie,  as  bath  been  said,  in 
that  it  gave  them  frequent  opportunities  of 
changing  their  meisberB,  wbeA  they  did  nut 
approve  their  behaviour,  and  was  ofadvanlage 
to  tlie  public,  in  makiug  them  net  witli  more 
tlian  ordinary  cautionanu circumspection ; but 
it  proved  of  great  service  to  the  crown : For  by 
frequent  pariimnents  the  crown  could  only 
know  the  uamediate  sense  of  the  nation,  which 
is  absolute! jr  necessary  fur  a prince  to  know  oil 
all  emergeiKies.  However  iucoDvenient  thb 
law  any  now  be  thougbt  to  tbe  crown,  and 
however  opposite  to  some  prujecu  and  setemes 
an  active  nuniscry  may  have  in  view,  I appeal 
to  experienced  ineutbeis  whether  they  think, 

can  Hsagioc,  that  (he  crown  could  have  got 
half  tbe  rauney  k bath  t^eu  supplied  with ' 
sirsee  tbe  revolution,  but  by  new  and  fre^i 
elections.  Sucb  grievous  and  perpetual  Wses 
would  never  heve  been  eiidur^  i'ruiii  a stale  . 
and  contiouud  parliaaient.  Tbevo  is  no  injury  I 

"'“"■m  Sis  m’f'up  Sj 

•bilged  by  a law,  to  do  what,  m justice  to  the 


nid.^DehaleMiiie  Septennial  Bill,  ■ [320 
subject,  and  convenience  to  itself,  it  ought  Co 
do  witbout  u law. 

Out  if  you  bad  a power  to  repeal  this  Inw, 
and  exercise  that  power,  the  people  would  be 
in  amudi  woraecomliiion,  than  if  it  had  never 
been  granted  to  the%  Tliey  would  be  bound 
up  for  ever  in  a legislotiva  way,  ibe  only  way 
etfecCUBlIy  nnd  irrecoveratily  lu  lose  their  liber- 
ties. I'liey  would  by  us,  tlieir  represeutntlves, 
tiiindeiD"  short  and  frequrut  parliaments,  and 
establish  long  and  pensioned  ones,  which  is  a 
now  doctrine,  and  such  as  was  never  before  nd- 
vanced  by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

Surely  there  must  be  some  secret  cause, 
some  latent  reason  fnr  biirryingou  ibis  bill  in  so 
precipitate  a manner.  The  true  reason,  I be- 
lieve, is  not  declared ; and  for  toy  part,  I,can* 
not  hut  snsjicct,  that  the  miuistry  hove  soine- 
lliing  to  do  which  they  apprehend  will  not  be 
acceptable  to  a new  parliament,  and  which  will 
not  stand  the  rest  of  the  nnlion.  I say, -it  must 
be  sometbing  tbey  liav-e  to  liu  ; for  I am  coo- 
lldent  they  do  not  'self-coiidemn  themselves, 
for  wlinr  they  hnve  nlrendy  tloiie.  Tbey  have 
no  remorse  of  cnnsdeuce  for  rtpprehending  so 
many  hundred  gentlemen,  and  coiiftomg  tlieni 
in  prieon  so  many  months  without  examina- 
tion. For  such  cuiifinenienis  were  not  ouly 
necessary  ru  suppress  the  rebellion,  but  we 
Imve  be»i  told  were  intended  os  a favour  nnd 
kindness  bi  the  persons  who  were  so  coiifmed. 
It  must  therefore  be  seme  new  work  they  have 
upon  their  bands;  what  that  work  is  I wilt 
not  presume  to  guess.  But  I will  presume  to 
say,  what  it  cannot  be.  It  cannot  be  a design  to 
abolish  the  limitations  of  the  Act  of Settlement, 
with  relation  to  foreigners  ; beesut'e  chat  is  no 
Jess  than  an  open  violation  of  our  new  Magna 
Charta,  and  an  entire  infraction  of  our  original 
6oniract,  as  the  government  now  stands. 

1 fear  I liave  quite  wearied  your  patience, 
but  the  importance  uf  the  subject  will  in  some 
measure  excuse  me,  and  I have  but  a very  few 
vvords  now  to  add.  1 huue  yoa  will  reject  and  not 
coroinit  this  bill.  For  there  is  nothing  more  cer- 
tnin,  tliun  that  it  will  he  to  yoor  disliouour  and 
disservice  to  pass  it,  if  we  may  rr-osoii  of  whut 
will  be,  by  what  hatli  been.  Lone  parlinmcnis 
then  will  naturally  grow  either  formidable  iir 
contemptible. 

We  have  an  instance  of  the  one,iotbo long 
parliament  of  king  Charles  1,  which  to  iu 
eternal  inftuny  overturned  the  b^  constitutiim 
in  the  world,  the  church  and  monarchy  of  tbit 
nation.  We  have  a proof  of  tbe  other  in  the 
long  parliament  ofking  Charles  the  2d.  I ask 
pardon  if  I am  beard  by  any  thntwere  members 
of  it,  but  I ooiy  repeat  wliat  others  have  said. 
Tliere  was  a famous  simile  applied  by  (Julian) 
.rohiitoii  to  that  parliumeiit,  which  I the  mther 
mentiun,  because  it  was  mu^  applauded  by 
the  patrons  of  liberty  and  lovers  of  parlia- 
aients  : and  because  I know  the  author  is  es- 
t,.eiiit>d  above  his  deserts  by  some  genclrm^, 
wbu  are  now  debaiine  for  lung  parliaments: 
f-,Tl»M*  f«p^iot,3f^f<.i|jntfnt  will  ol- 
ways  tugnate,  aod  be  hie  a oofuiiry  pond, 
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which  is  OTtrgrown  niih  ducks  meal.’  I make 
BU  application  ; no  man  will,<ircai),  nitli  nnji 
colour  of  trull)  or  reaoon,  apply  it  to  ihi^par* 

liameoC.  This  parliament  is  su  tor  froiiv  being 
a sUgoaliug  pool,  that  ic  mighc  rather  ba  cuoi- 
paied  to  a ri^id  stream,  or  an  irresistible  tur- 
reol,  which,  if  coDtmued,  will  bear  dowu  all 
before  ic. 

Air.  Humpdea  replied  as  fullows.: 

Air.  Speaker  ; Tlie  Mouse  is  now  entered  on 
tbe  exercise  of  a power,  which,  of  right,  und 
agreeable  to  checooHiluiiou,  belongs  to  ihem; 

I mean  chat  bnincli  of  power  which  ihey,  as  a 
part  of  the  I<^iBlaturc,bave  of  repealing  laws  or 
extending  and  limiting  tbem,  in  such  manoer  as 
thsll  appear  to  them  tnost  conducing  tol  tbe 
serrice  of  their  country.  As  this  right  ufnlteriiig 
the  laws  does  undoubtedly  betopg  lo  the  legis- 
lature, ic  ought  Co  be  used  with  cite  utmost  ce- 
gard  : since  it  is  equally  a crime  to  enervate 
Uws  that  ture  found  to  be  a support  to  our 
goverontenc,  as  Co  amic  the  abolisJiing  or  sus- 
pending such  as  have  uoc  answered  their  end 
when  made,  or  which  is  worse,  as  have  proi^' 
deCtinieuCal  > 

It  is  a commendable  zeal,  when  gentlemen 
in  their  debates  express  a lendemess  for  the 
ssisting  constitution  of  their  coimiry,  and  their 
apprehensions  of  the  least  innovation  in  the 
frame  of  (he  goverumeiit ; andjnni  not  sur- 
prised that  it  IS  objected,  in  to  popular  a man- 
ner, that  tbe  passing  of  this  bill  for  suspending 
tbe  law  for  the  election  of  triennial  parliaments, 
is  to  sap  the  foundatian  ofour  English  liberties. 
But  if,  upon  no  impartial  enquiry,  it  shall  ap- 

Csr,  (bat  this  bill,  which  was  made  for  Che 
aefic  of  the  nation,  has,  in  no  respect,  iin- 
swered  (be  purposes  for  which  it  was  cnIculaCed, 
when  made  into  a law,  I presume  it  ma^  he 
allowed,  that  the  danger  in  suspending  it  is 
more  imuinary  chan  real.  And  sinco  ic  is  as 
nojusiifiable  to  be  tenaoious  of  a matter  that 
has  no  argument  to  support  it,  as  not  to  give 
way  to  wluic  experience  has  demonstrated,  if  I 
this  bill  should,  in  its  consequences,  be  void  of  | 
proof  of  its  answering  tbe  cuds  lor  which  it  was 
made,  I hope  it  will  not  be  so  great  a crime  to 
suspend  ic,  as  ic  has,  with  industry,  been  re- 
presented withoac  doors. 

A priucipal  a^uinenc  for  cuntiniiing  tbe 
triennial  bill  is,  that  it  is  agreeable  to  Che  an- 
cient laws  of  (bis  nation,  tbaic  tliore  should  he 
irequeut  parliaments.  I And  by  the  laws  1 
We  looked  over,  Chat  parliaineocs  ought  to  be 
frequently  held;  but  I And  it  no  where  laid 
down  as  a fundamental  position  of  tbe  nature 
of  ibiscoiuticucien,  that  there  sliould  be  fre- 
quent eleciiuns.  If  genitesnen  will  look  to  the 
Isemnniag  of  parliaments,  they  mil  And,  in  the 
dth,5ih,  and  3dcb  of  Edward  3,  tliat,  ‘For 
tedtess  of  divers  nuscluefs  and  grievances 
‘ which  daily  happen,  a parliament  shall  be 
I holden  every  year  or  ofiener,  if  need  be.’  Let 
it  then  be  considered  in  wb^  uumner  those 
parliaments  were  lield:  When  a kmgjnct  his 
WWuenc,  ihqy  uM|d  10  lit  tenor inenu  tUys, 
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and  then  were  proroeued  nr  dissolved ; mid 
there  were  freqiieui  iiiieriiiissinDsuf  p.-irJiainenti, 
none  being  called  for  several  yenra.  Uy  lunk- 
log  over  Che  Journals,  wc  And  die  prumgatinus 
niid  dissolutions  of  pathnineots. 

To  come  down  to  tlie  lime  of  Meuryaih,  few 
of  his  parharaeiits  sat  more  than  tnculy  dnys. 
Chough  there  wus  nut  a parliamniC  met  every 
year ; and  from  the  7ch  to  the  2.7lh  of  Henry 
blh,  there  are  no  Journal',  nn.l,  c»nsequrniU, 
wc  cnuuoc  cell  in  what  ruanner  parhuuiiils 
were  held,  Afterwards  there  were  several  p.ir- 
liamencsj  but  not  every  year,  to  the  end  of  liis 
reign. 

A parliament  was  called  the  first  year  of 
Edward  d,  and  in  five  years  sue  but  Amr 
innnilis.  In  Philip  and  Mary  there  were  luuc 

farlioiuents,  but  the  ocssions  extremely  short. 

rom  the  3d  to  the  .“ith,  and  from  (be  7ih  to  the 
ISihof  queen  Elizabeth,  no  psrliamuiic  met, 
and  fruni  the  14tb  to  the  35cb  of  queen  F.iiiu- 
beCh,  the  purliameuc  sac  only  from  the  8lh  of 
May  to  tlm  SOili  of  June ; and  four  yeuis  niter, 
from  the  3ih  of  Foliruary  to  the  8th  of  Mutch 
firilowing;  and  in  eight  years  after,  never  sat 
Co  do  business,  but  were  then  dissoired.  There 
were  six  other  parliaments  called  iu  queen 
Elizabeth'n  time ; hut  never  sat  long  unless 
that  in  the  S9th  of  her  reign,  uhiLh  sat  four 
months. 

The parlminent  in  the  first  of  James  1,  sac 
about  four  loonihs,  aud  in  three  years  after,  sat 
about  eight  days.  Hiac  parliument  was  not 
dissuived  till  the  9ch  of  James,  but  sat  twice 
or  thrice  only.  Tltere  were  three  other  pariia- 
menlB  iu  hit  reign,  but  they  met  very  seldom. 

The  sessions  in  king  Charles  I,  were  uiucb 
shorter  than  of  late  days,  with  very  fr^uenc 
prorogations ; and  in  the  Ifitb  of  his  reign  nn 
act  was  passed,  ‘For  preveiuiug  Incniiveni- 
‘ enoes  by  long  intennissinn  of  pnrliameuts,'  by 
which  it  was  provided,  that  a parliameiitsliould 
meet  every  three  years;  wl.icli  law  we  And  re- 
pealed in  (he  Ifitli  of  Charles  2,  by  reason  iliat 
die  previsions  in  the  former  law  were  looked 
upon  as  a derogation  lo  his  majesty’s  just  nod 
undoubted  prerngative  tor  calung  and  nssem- 
tiling  parliaments,  aud  niiglil  be  an  occasion  of 
manitold  mischiefs,  and  might  endanger  the 
pence  of  his  people.  Thu  said  ml  is  repealed, 
and  a provUion  made  therein,  that  ‘ Because 
‘ by  ihcancientians  of  this  renhn,  in  the  reign 
‘ nf  Edward  3,  pitrliaineuls  are  CO  be  held  very 
‘often;  (be  sitting  and  holding  of  paHiuoieuts 
‘shall  noche  intermitted  above  three  yean,’ 
In  lliis  kiug'8  reian  the  long  )inrlumcut  was 
held  ; and  whuCever  coriuptious  they  were 
ubted  witli,  ihey  could  uever  be  accused  of 
favooring  the  cause  of  Frsuce,  or  sluuptiiig  to 
enslave  liwir  uwii  country. 

iu  die  reign  of  king  Juiues  3,  that  unfiirtu- 
niie  priuce,  a parliament  was  held  in  May 
K383,  and  sat  above  two  months,  mid  was,  at 
several  timei,  proroeued  lo  Noceuiber  1C87. 
Then  the  happy  revolution  took  place ; and  in 
the  Bill  of  Righu,  1 Guliel.  el  Manas,  it  is  de- 
clared and  enacted^ ' Thv  aB  right*  and  ii- 
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• hertips  assened  and  claimed  in  the  said  De- 

* claration,  are  the  true,  ancient,  and  undabi- 
‘ table  riglitj  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
‘ this  liingtltjin,  nml  onglit  to  hi  firmlj'  and 
' siricll;  Imlileii  and  observed.’  • Aud  in  the 
same  bill,  umong  time  long  catalogue  of  griev- 
ances, ivJiicIi  precedes  the  said  declurolinn, 
there  is  unt  ilie  Uust  mention  mmle  uf  wuot  ul 
frequent  election;,  bnt  ontv  Unit  p.irliaments 
oughi  to  lie  irec.  In  the  bth  of  king  Witlihm, 
this  iirn«  iHv.iureil  bill  furirienniai  parliiiments 
nus  pusseil  ; and  upon  this  occasion  i cannot 
help  iibsi-rviug.  Hint  it  is  suine  sntislaction,  that 
the  people  abroad  who  Inuk  upon  the  leign  of 
that  priucc  ns  u usurpation,  sh  >ulil  (>e  foiKl  of 
any  one  act  that  passed  in  Uiat  time;  and  I 
hope  from  hence,  they  may  in  lime  he  lucnc 
recuuciied  to  the  Protestant  snccession,  Hbich 

is  in  consequence  of  ihut  Revolution. 

If  gcnlleinen  'till  look  over  the  writs  of  sum- 
mons, «nd  the  retoriis  of  those  writs,  tliey  will 
iimi  Mil  ineDtiiin  how  loo"  an;  parliunieot  is  to 
lost;  but  cho  return  makes  nieutioii  of  the  per- 
soos  wim  are  tn  serve  in  tlie  parhanient  iluit  is 
Co  meet,  und  be  held  at  such  a time  at  West- 
minster. It  must  be  allowed,  that  the  parlia- 
ment is  subject  Co  ihe  triennial  act  wnile  it 
stihsista;  and  clieiefure  the  advantages  or  in- 
coiireniencpsof  tbut  law  ought  chieRy  to  he 
considered  ill  the  matter  DOW  before  us:  And 
ill  c.ise  an  act  be  found  prgmlicial,  if  such  a 
veneration  is  Co  be  paid  to  a low,  os  uuc  to 
alter  it,  from  any  conviction  of  its  lieiug  insuf- 
ficienc,  ur  .itiended  with  ill  consequences,  I 
think  the  legislature  will  become,  in  a manner, 
useless.  1 take  (he  pnncipsl  mocier  to  be,  Co 
examine  wliHt  beiiefiC  hits  accrued  to  the  nu- 
tiou  by  virtue  of  this  bill,  and  if  the  inconve- 
nience do  HOC  uiitweigh  all  the  advantages  ? 

It  is  pretended,  that  by  the  Triennial  elec- 
tions, the  peupk'  hare  an  opportunity  of  laying 
aside  those  persons  with  whose  behaviour  in 
parliament  they  arc  liissatisReJ  or  such  whom 
they  npprelreud  to  be  under  court-influences  : 
1 desire  it  may  be  considered  huw  very  few  ez- 
oniples  there  ore,  of  persons,  who  having  ac- 
cepted places,  have  not  been  re-elected.  The 
reason  IS  very  obvious:  Because  the  people, 
who  h’veexpenccs,  judge  that  a man  who  has  a 
place  of  pnitii,  is  mudi  more  capable  of  mak- 
ing an  cxpvnce,  ihao  he  that  has  none.  But 
supposing  oily  genilcrann  su  wickedly  disposed, 
ns  to  saciifice  his  opinion  to  the  lucre  of  a 
place,  does  not  such  n personj  srhu  has  spent 
live  orsis  liiiiidrcd  puiiiida  at  his  election,  and 
his  circiimsuinces  not  very  able  to  bear  it, 
come  more  prepared  rorcouri-iempcation,  than 
if  he  had  enjoyed  his  sent  in  parliament,  ami 
been  b','  Ir'oii  the  trouble  and  expenceof  fre- 
quent v'l  • tioiis  ? 1 uppnil  to  gentlemen,  if  ex- 
pciices  lire  Kill  increased  f And  if  any  insunce 
can  be  pi'ohiGed  wliere  they  are  abated,  many 
more  may  he  nhere  they  nre  increased;  so 
that  the  end  of  the  bill,  is  this  respect,  is  no 
ways  answered. 


It  II  said,  thne  eipences  being  voluntary,  it  is 
the  lauk  uoly  of  thosa  who  make  them;  bat 
when  tve  observe  the  conta^oa  of  expeiices  to 
be  unirersully  spread  in  the  kingdom  at  the  tine 
Ilf  elections,  and  stlissolution  uf  manners  occa- 
sioned by  such  expences,  it  is  lime  fur  the  le- 
gislature to  interpose,  nod  prevenuhe  dan^r- 
uus  consequences  of  such  nn  eviL  Do  gen- 
liemeu  cunsitler  the  distractions  uccasioned  by 
dcctioi),  and  the  impossibility,  coaiideriog  the 
siuull  interval  of  electiuns,  to  heal  up  those 
wounds  which  the  anitousities  of  parties  have 
occasioned , so  that  it  is  liiile  lietier  than  living 
in  a continual  state  of  warfare,  1'bis  h a no 
less  fuinl  than  undeniable  consequence  of  this 
hill,  which  was  calculated  for  the  ease  of  the 
subject. 

It  IS  said,  the  reason  of  this  expedient,  as  it  is 
called,  is  because  the  majority  of  this  parlia- 
ment are  VVliigs  : and  chough  it  is  allow^  that 
this  parliameut  basacCed  fur  the  servicu  of  his 
mqjesty  nnd  the  Thttiun,  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  parliament  ure  said  tn  be  as  mericori. 
uos  of  the  king's  good  opinion,  and  the  nation’s, 
as  what  this  parliaiueoi  has  done, 

Ills  much  insisted  on,  that  Che  Tories  gave 
the  Civil  List  I thatbtrue;  hut  bad  they  not 
given  it,  I believe  the  king  would  not  have  been 
deprived  of  it.  It  iasaid  the  king  was  received 
here  with  llie  nniversal  joy  of  Ins  people  : why 
did  that  satisfactinii  cease  so  loun  ? Has  the 
king  dune  any  thing  to  lose  the  afieccioii  uf  so 
maify  of  bis  people  1 or  have  bis  ministers? 
If  his  ministers,  why  has  the  spirit  of  patri- 
otism been  so  much  wanting  in  gentle- 
' men,  as  not  to  represent  to  the  king  or  in 
this  Iluuse,  the  crimes  of  iliose  be  employs 
in  bis  service?  But  if  no  real  handle  for  these 
discontents  has  been  given  by  king  or  ministers? 
then  those  who  pretended  such  a zeal  fur  llie 
king  and  Ids  service,  nc  his  arrival  here,  acted 
H hypocritical  part,  and  meant  nochiiig  less  than 
what  they  now  make  professions  of.  Let  us 
consider  the  present  situation  of  the  minds  of 
the  people,  how  exasperated  one  set  of  them 
are  at  the  necessary  prosecutions  of  chose,  who 
so  fatally  concerted  tne  ruin  of  their  county; 
and  to  what  degree  time  restless  spirit  inmt- 
enced  the  people  in  the  late  rebellion ; and  how 
industriously  a fulse  and  isisinken  cause  of  the 
church  has  been  of  late  propagated  in  this 
nation. 

From  these  and  many  other  circumstances  of 
afTsirs,  and  other  symptoms  ofthe  ill  temper  of 
the  nation,  I think  the  disposition  of  the  peiv 
pies  minds  far  from  being  suitable  to  the  busi- 
ness of  an  election,  but  mther  for  a restorution 
of  lilac  person,  who  the  deluded  people  bare 
been  tauglic  lias  alone  a right  Co  the  crown,  and 
IS  Co  come  to  free  you  from  tiieoppressiunsyou 
now  lie  under. 

So  rnucli  has  been  said  concerning  the  pre- 
parations which  the  Regent  it  making,  by  ex- 
torting vast  soms  from  the  sobjecisorFrance; 
and  BO  much  hut  been  spoken  conceruing  our 
allinnces,  and  the  necessity  of  npplyingourselves 

,)ip  fan^,prW|effi«:iui4^th8dB  [pfidischarging  ih» 


825]  PARL.  history,  2 Georce  I.  1716. — inthe  House qf  Comnoiu.  [830 


public  debts,  that  alter  au  long  a debate,  I 
ilnll  net  trouble  ;ou  with  my  tboughuttpon 
(hose  subjects. 

It  must  be  allowed,  that  the  nation  bus  obli- 
gation to  ilinse  patriots  who  framed  this  law, 
wit)]  a view  and  expectation  it  would  prove  a 
secure  pruvisiou  fur  the  liberty  and  ease  of  the 
subject : but  could  those  great  andhooest  men 
have  foreseen  into  what  n degenerate  state  this 
nation  would  fall,  (bey  would  have  been  con- 
vinced how  sufficient  ami  cubwoli  a remedy  sucli. 
abill  must  prove,aod  they  would  scarceimvebecn' 
content  with  leaving  to  post^ritya  legacy,  which 
experience  lias  shewu  tn^  destructive,  instead  of 
any  real  advantage  to  them.  1 humbly  appre- 
hend,that  when  laws  do  not  aiisivertlieir  end,or 
prove  prejudicial  in  their  cotitequenccs,  it  is  the 
duty  ui  tire  legislature  to  interpose  : and  jhat 
the  suspensinn  of  this  bill  is  so  far  from  beiug  a 
viulatiou  of  our  coustitotioii,  that  it  is  the  tieoi- 
jug  a breach  made  in  the  constitution  by  (hose 
who  obtained  this  law. 

The  reasons  why  I am  now  for  the.  bill  are. 
To  dispose  the  people  to  follow  their  callings 
aud  to  be  industrious,  by  taking  from  them, 
fur  a time,  (he  opportunity  of  distracting  oae 
asolberby  elections  s to  prevent  such  who  have 
the  will,  from  ibepowcrof  giving  any  new  dis- 
turbance to  the  government  t to  prevent  ano- 
liter  rebellion,  there  being  just  os  much  reason 
to  expect  one  this  year,  as  there  was  the  last ; 
to  check  that  evil  spirit  in  (hose  who  have  sworn 
to  the  king,  and  rose  in  arms  against  him,  or 
abetted  such  who  have  : to  discountenance  that 
spirit  which  lately  did  so  far  prevail  in  this  na- 
tion as  to  approve  of  a most  ignoitiiuious  coo- 
elusion  of  a successful  war,  by  a ruinous  peace : 
to  render  fruitless  any  concerted  project  ufthe 
lUgeut,or  auy  Qlherforcign  princes,  to  disturb 
tbis  nation  at  a time  wlien  oleciiuns,  or  ihe  ap- 
proacli  oftlicni,  liave  raised  a ferment  in  the  in  bid 
of  the  people  : and  to  procure  to  the  clergy  an 
interral  from  beirtg  politicians,  (hat  they  may  he 
the  better  able  to  take  care  ofiheir  flacks,  in  the 
manner  the  Scripture  has  prescribed. — For 
these  and  many  other  reasons,  too  long  to  enu- 
merate at  this  lime,  I am  for  the  coQumimenc  of 
this  bill. 

Sir  Richard  Steele  spoke  next  for  the  bill,  as 
follows ; 

Mr.Speaker,  It  is  evident  that  new  chosen 
annual  parliaments  were  never  the  custom  or 
ngbt  of  tbis  kingdom : it  remains  therefore  only 
to  coosider,  now  that  there  is  alaw,  vvliicli  mukes 
parliaments  meet,  as  of  course,  at  such  a stated 
bme,  whetlier  tbe  period  of  three  yeara  answered 
the  purposes  intended  by  ill  The  preamble  to 
the  Triennial  act  expresses,  that  it  was  iutro- 
dneed  into  (be  constitution  for  tbe  better'  uniun 
^d  agreement  of  tbe  king  nnd  his  people but 
it  has  luid  a quite  contrary  effecc,  nnd  experience 
has  veriGed,  what  a great  man  [meaning  the 
Ute  earl  of  Sunderland]  said  of  it,  when  it  was 
Rnacted,  ‘ That  it  bad  made  a irienninl  king,  a 
triennial  miuistry,  a triennial  alliance.'  We 
"cUliis  in  aU  occurreocesof  State } andUe^  who 


look  upon  us  &om  abroad,  behold  the  struggle 
in  which  we  are  necessarily  engaged  from  time 
CO  time  under  this  law.  Ever  since  it  hos  Wca 
enacted,  the  nation  has  been  in  a series  of  con- 
levition  : the  fust  year  ofa  Trieimial  parliament 
has  been  spent  in  vindictive  decisions  umlnnimo- 
sities  about  the  late  electinns;  the  second  session 
has  entered  into  business,  but  rather  with  a spirit 
of  contradiction  Co  what  chcprevailiogset  ofraen 
in  former  parliaments  had  brought  to  pass,  ilian 
of  adisimecestetl  zeal  for  the  common  good : the 
third  sessiun  Inuguislied  in  the  pursuit  ol'wimt  lit- 
tle was  intended  to  be  done  in  the  second  ; and 
the  approach  of  an  ensuing  election  terrified 
the  members  iuio  a servile  Dianagemeuc,  accord- 
ding  as  their  respective  principals  were  ilisposed 
Cowards  the  question  before  them  iii-ihe  ifciuse. 

I Thus  the  state  ofEngland  has  been  like  iliac  of 
' a vessel  in  distress  nt  sea  : the  pilot  and  mari- 
ners have  besu  wholly  employed  in  keeping  the 
ship  from  sinking;  the  arc  of  narigalion  was 
useless,  and  they  never  pretended  to  make  sail. 
It  is  objected,  ‘That  the  alteration  proposed  is 
a breach  of  trust Tlie  (rust.  Sir,  reposed  in 
us,  is  that  of  the  public  goad  : the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons,  are  tbe  parties  who  exercise  this 
trust ; und  when  tbs  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
exercise  ibis  trust  by  the  measure  of  tbe  com- 
mun  good,  they  discheige  themselves,  as  welt 
in  (he  altering  and  r^eaiing  as  in  the  making 
orcoufirming  laws.  Tlie  period  of  time,  in  this 
case,  is  a subordinate  consideration  ; and  those 
ganclemeii  who  are  against  the  alteration,  speak 
in  too  pompous  a stile,  wlmu  they  tell  us,  * ue 
‘ are  breaking  into  the  constitution.'  It  has 
been  farther  objected,  ‘ That  all  this  is  only 
‘ giving  great  power  to  tbe  ministers,  who  may 
' make  aa  arbitrary  use  of  it tbe  ministers 
are  indeed  like  other  men,  from  the  infirmity  of 
human  nature  liable  Co  be  made  worse  by  power 
and  authority  ; but  this  act  gives  no  oddittoii  Co 
that  authority  itself ; though  it  may  possibly 
prolong  tbe  exercise  of  it  in  them.  Tliey  are 
nevertheless  responsible  for  their  actions  to  a 
parliament;  and  the  mode  of  enjoying  their 
olfices  is  exactly  the  same.  Now,  when  tbe 
thing  is  thus,  and  dial  the  period  of  three  yeara 
is  found,  fruin  infallible  experieoce  itself,  a pe- 
riod ihatc.vn  afford  us  no  good,  where  shall  we 
rest  ? The  ills  that  are  to  he  done  against  single 
persons  uccommunicies  are  doae  by  surprize, 
and  on  a sudden  ; but' good  things  nreslow  in 
their  progress,  and  must  wait  occasion.  De- 
struedon  is  done  with  ablow  ; but  reformation 
is  brought  about  by  leisurely  a'dvanees.  All  the 
misebJefs  which  can  be  wrought  under  the  Sep- 
tennial act,  can  lie  perpetrated  under  the  Trien- 
nial ; but  all  the  good  which  may  be  compassed 
under  tbeScpienliol,  caniiut  be  hoped  for  under 
tbe  Triennial.  We  may  fear  that  the  ministeri 
may  do  uc  bnrm,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  vra 
should  continue  them  under  a disability  of 
doing  us  good.  For  these  cunsidemtions,  I 
am  unreservedly  Ibr  the  Bill,  (bus; 

Mr.  Snell  spoke  against  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  S^akerj-^Weare  Wld  t^e  isao  abs*- 
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Idle  ttecassitj  for  the  bill  which  is  now  before 
TOO,  end  tliaC  thiisc  who  oppose  h,  are  nu 
Id>ii«r  ibau  liiemis  to  a Fopiso  Freieodcr.  Bui 
as  I wish  as  well  to  liis  present  majesljf's  par- 
sou  Riul  Koremmeut,  os  ilie  mciti  zeolons  forhis 
service,  1,  sbuU  never  resign  my  opinion  to 
words  oaly,  and  betray  my  irasc  to  servo  the 
purpososoi'a  luinistry.— I caaaot  but  think  this 
bill,  if  it  pass  into  a law,  will  higlily  iofriiigetbe 
liberties  of  the  people  ; and  as  I can  by  no 
means  assent  to  the  rctuons  tiint  are  ulTcred  to 
pruri;  it  oeccBsary,  so  1 :dial]  heartily  give  my 
ucgitliveio  tl. — I do  not  woudtrtobaor  aaeces- 
tiiy  urged  for  nlieriug  the  cnnstinitiou  of  our 
parliaments,  by  those  who  have  given  np  their 

[Tills  last  expression,  which  was  supposed  to 
bo  owiag  to  Mr.  Uatldon's,  a Scots  member, 
hariag  declaroil  (or  the  bill,  was  resrnced  by 
Mr.  Tbfimos  Smith,  who  said,  Tbot  Mr.  Snell 
would  not  be  so  bold  as  u apeak  those  words 
any  where  else.  He  was  seconded  by  lord  Co- 
ninpby  ; and  the  dispute  being  like  to  grow 
warm,  Ur.  Speaker  interposed,  and  said.  That 
all  llie  memlKra  having  toe  privilege  of  eulain- 
log  ihumselreii,  Ur.  Snell  ought  to  have  ue  li- 
berty nf  so  doing.  Hereupon  Mr.  Snell  aaid, 
Tliat  be  retcani  no  persanni  leAection  on  ihai 
worthy  member,  for  iliai  he  spoke  ooly  of  the 
Scuta  natiou  in  general.  To  which  sir  David 
Dalrymple  replied,  That  Mr.  .Silell'a  explana- 
taon  iucreasea  the  ofieirce,  ingieiul  of  lessening 
it,  and  that  he  demanded  satisfaction.— Some 
other  memben  also  calling  out ' To  the  Bar,  To 
‘ the  Bar,’  Mr.  Snell  excused  liimselli  by 
be^ing  pardon  for  any  unguarded  expresaion 
that  might  have  escaped  him  : Upon  which 
the  afiair  dropped,  and  be  went  on  as  follows  ;] 

Sir ; — The  chief  arguments  made  uae  of  for 
the  bill,  as  it  repeals  the  Triennial  act,  and 
coiiilouestbe  present  parliament,  arc,  To  ap- 
pease the'  grnuudless  Bnimusities  of  the  peo- 
ple : To  avoid  eipences,  which  frequent  elee- 
cious  occasion,  to  tlie  iuipoverishiiig  nf  many 
gentlcioen's  families ; To  obviate  tomuitnons 
riots  and  asiemblics,  which  might  give  a handle 
to  11  second  rebellion  : and,  lastly.  To  further 
our  alliances  abroad.— Hun  we  enn  povibly 
expect  to  quiet  the  gmundless  auiinotriiies  lif 
the  people  by  ibis  bill,  I must  ono,  I am  at  n 
loss  Id  imagina,  unless  stripping  thciii  of  their 
roost  valnable  privileges,  which  Uicy  nnd  tlieir 
ancestors  have  for  many  age#  past  exercised 
und  enjoyed,  mny  be  ihoi^lu  aproper expedient 
to  rrconnile  their  nlTections,  nud  enduar  the 
present  administnuiun  to  them. 

Tfao  expencee  oi  elections  are  meiety  vedon- 
tarj,  and  if  any  one  suffers  liy  them  he  has 
ndhe  to  blame  but  biroself;  and  I scarce  believe 
gwiilemontobeseniins  in  this  particular  ; for 
let  ualook  but  a little  back  ward,  and  truce  (his 
mischievous  evil,  (bis  growing  corenpticin,  that 
needseorh  an  excrmirdinary  remedy,  to  its  ori- 
ginal, and  we  shall  dnd  it  has  its  rise  the 
same  place  whence  the  remedy  proposed  hart 
ill  begiuning:  and  tlwt  fornwr  til  minUtiies, 
ihebetteMierfew^jd:  thfic  Sfeist-Wv.'isw*,  havc,- 
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by  sending  their  agints  through  the  kingctnrn^ 
at  an  approachiDge!eciiaa,(lebBuched  the  peo>  i 
pie  with  the  public  money  ; to  that  pitch  of  i 
comipcion  we  are  now  arrived.  It  is  otherwise  ' 
impossible  to  give  an  account  Imw  so  muoy  geo- 
tlsBien  are  chosen  to  serre  io  parlnmsnt,  in 
counties  and  places  where  they  have  no  visible 
estates  nr  iotevest ; nay,  some  perhaps  whose 
names  were  never  beara  of  in  the  county  a 
moniii  before  the  election. 

The  Rubellion  is  happily  now  at  an  end,  aud 
the  government  so  nmch  better  secured  ugainst 
riots  and  tu^oltnous  nssemblias,  by  the  vriioio. 
some  laws  provided  by  tin  wisdumoftbis  pais 
liammt,  that  little  or  DO  danger  can  be  reason-  | 
ably  appreliended  fbom  thence;  especially,  if  i 
wu  enusidar  the  number  of  forces  prudently 
qnoriered  throughout  the  kingdnm,  sotficient  to 
luppress  the  moit  daring  commoiioas  that 
shdi  be  attempted. 

The  last  reason  made  use  ofco  prove  die  iie> 
cessity  of  tlu:.  bill,  is,  that  it  will  enable  the  go- 
veniBietit  the  bettor  to  treat  and  negoiiate  fo- 
reign alliances.  But  surely  those  who  make 
use  of  (bis  as  an  argument,  are  strangers  to  the 
constitution  of  Euglnnd  ; for  by  &e  known 
and  Etandiug  law  of  die  hmd,  the  right  of  mak- 
ing peace  and  war,  troaties  and  alliaaces,  are 
undeniably  the  king’s  prurogative ; and  the  king 
mnv  exercise  that  right,  as  to  him  seems  best,  ' 
aaj  most  for  the  good  and  benelit  of  his  people,  ' 
without  application  to  parliament,  eitberto  ap- 
prove or  conflrm.  But  admitting  that  of  late 
years  parliaments  have  thought  themselves  in- 
titled  to  interpose  their  advice  in  treaties  and 
alliances,  though  I deny  it  to  be  tbeir  right,  this 
is  an  argument  singly  sofficienc  with  me  to  sop* 
port  the  Triennial  Bill.  For  supporing  e mi- 
nisiry  shall  at  any  time  negociate  an  fiance 
prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  England,  and  by 
their  artihee  impose  upon  a potiianient  to  ap- 
proraand  confirm  it;  is  it  not  a peculinrhap* 
piuess,  that  such  aparliameot  will  quickly  have 
an  end ; and  that  the  peunJe  have  it  in  their 
own  power,  by  ano(ber,  wbicb  must  soon  be 
called,  to  correct  tbe  misdeeds  of  such  a mi- 
nistry, and  prevsnt  the  farther  ill  coDsequence* 
of  such  a treaty  to  the  nation. 

But  allowing  the  arguments  that  are  mode 
use  of  sufficient  to  prove  the  necessity  of  re- 
pealiug  the  Triennial  Bill  at  present,  1 would 
beg  leave  to  consider,  whetner  it  be  in  oar 

Eowerarno,  to  oontinaethe  present  parliament 

eyomi  the  time  for  wttich  tbe  people  chose  ui  f 
And  as  for  my  own  part,  I freely  declare  it 
os  >ny  opinion,  tbongb  1 shmliolwtm  acquiesce 
iu  the  judgment  of  ihem^ority,  that  the  pur* 
port  ot  this  bill,  so  frir  as  it  relates  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  present  pnditment,  is  not  with- 
ii)  the  compass  of  tke  trust  reposed  iu  us  by  cbe 
people.  Anri  to  sidify  genifenicn  that  I am 
not  singular  in  this  opinion,  I wunld  hegtbeir 
pneience  to  read  to  them  a passage  orlwo  from 
Mr.  Locke’s  Treatise  of  Goveruiiient.  * The 
■ power  of  llie  lcgntntive,$ays  be,  being  dnived 
' from  tbe  people  by  a posiuve  vohimtrv  grant 
,-,twnd  t^^uCMB^feaHMtiAiOlkEttitbBQvtliBtibei 
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• [iQsitire  jfmiit  cmirejf^t! ; which  being  only  to 

• ti>u»eln>viiniiiJ  not  legiiliitere,  the  legtsintivc  can 

• have  no  power  nPcrantrerringilieir  antlioriiyof 

• making  Uwv,  and  ptaoing  it  in  other  hands, 
Afsin,  helaja  it  dawn  nsnrale,  ‘ That  when  the 

• iiieietv  has  placed  the  l^iblative  in  any  as- 

< sembly  of  Men,  to  continue  in  them  and  their 

> iuccesson,  the  le;jislu(ive  con  never  revert  to 
<yChe people  whilst  chat  government  lasts;  be- 

< caase,  having  provided  a legislature  with 

• power  to  cmiiiuue  (hr  ever,  they  have  given 

> up  their  polilioal  power  to  the  Initiative  and 
‘ cannot  resame  it;  but  ii  they  have  set  limits 

■ to  the  duration  ^ (heir  legislative,  and  make 

• this  supreme  power  in  any  pereod  or  assembly 

■ only  tempornry ; at  the  determination  of  the 
‘ time  set,  it  reverts  to  tjie  society,  and  the 

• people  haven  r^ht  to  pluce  it  in  new  hands.’ 
I beg  pardon  fur  the  length  of  the  quotation ; 
but  os  the  author,  in  his  life  time,  wiis  always 
esteemed  a man  of  great  learning  and  candour, 
and  no  wa^s  suspected  as  disaOected  to  tlie 
sucoession  m the  house  of  Hanover,  I could 
not  omit  taking  notice  of  the  sentiments  of  so 
great  a man,  so  conducive  to  a right  uoder> 
standing  of  the  point  now  in  qncstion.  And  if 
these  positions  are  true,  the  iaferences  nrc  very 
obvious;  the  people  of  England  bare  a fun* 
damental  indisputable  right  to  appoint  tbeir 
representatives  in  parliament ; and  by  a law 
still  in  being,  Ibr  three  years  and  no  longer, 
sohjucc  to  cbe  'ltiag's  power  of  disslution,  have 
chosen  us  their  representatives,  in  pursuance 
of  that  law ; and  therefore,  whenever  tlmt  Tri- 
ennial term  shall  expire,  have  a right  to  chuse 

It  may  be  objected.  That  when  the  people 
bare  once  constituted  the  legislative,  that  the 
legislature  is  thereby  vested  with  tbe  whole 
power  of  tbeir  electors : and  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, but,  generally  speaking,  it  will  liold  true. 
And  the  people  of  England,  having  cliosen  us 
to  represent  them,  we  are  tbereW  impowered 
not  only  Co  make  laws,  but  to  after  or  repeal 
nay  law  in  being,  as  we  shall  think  lit,  for  their 
bencEt  and  security  ; and  they  will  undoubt- 
edly be  bound  thereby.  But  then  this  is  to  be 
noderstood,  where  Che  sul^ect-tnatcer  of  tbe 
laws  we  make  is  within  compass  of  the  cmsC 
which  the  people  hare  or  may  at  least  bo  sup- 
posed Co  delegate  to  us  ; and  it  is  in  an  ill  way 
of  reasoning  to  assert,  tliat  we  have  a power  to 
do  what  we  cannot  do  witliuuC  prejudice  to 
those  we  represent. 

_ Tbe  right  of  electing  ^tescotatives  in  par- 
liament, is  inseparably  inWencin  the  people 
of  Great  Briiaio,  and  can  never  be  thought  to 
be  del^ated  to  the  represeotatives,  unless  you 
will  make  the  elected  to  he  the  elector;  end, 
at  the  same  time,  suppose  it  Che  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, Chut  their  representatives  should  have  it 
tu  dieir  power  to  deicmy  tliose  that  mode  them, 
'riienever  a ministry  aliall  thbk  it  oecestary 
(t)  screen  themselves  from  tbeir  just  resent- 
tncMts : this  would  he  to  destroy  the  fence  to  all 
their  freedom;  fur  if  we  have  a right  to  con* 
tinue  ourselves  .^np , yeqr, 
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beyond  our  Triennial  term,  it  will  unavoidably 
follow,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  cnakB  our-  ' 
Mlves  perpetual ; and  whatever  necessity  wo 
may  be  redneed  to  hereafter,  matters  are  not 
yetin  that  apparcui  hud  condition,  to  convince 
(he  people  ciiat  there  is  a present  occasion  for 
ibis  dangerous  inuovatiun  in  their  cnnstitntlon. 

To  say  that  tbe  passing  this  Bill  is  not  to 
grasp  to  oncselves  the  right  of  election,  but 
only  to  enlarge  the  time  mr  calling  new  par- 
iuments,  is  a manifest  fnlltey ; for  whenevesl 
onr  three  years  nre  expired,  we  can  no  longer 
be  said  Co  subsist  by  the  cbuice  of  the  people 
but  by  our  own  appointment ; and  it  is  a jest 
to  tell  me,  I hiivc  a right  lo  that  which  nnother 
has  a right  to  take  from  me. 

Whoever  will  consider  well  the  frame  aud 
nature  of  our  constitiitioit,  will  find  it  cal- 
culated for  every  circumstance  needfol  for  the 
security  of  a free  people.  We  are  guarded 
by  our  re'preseutaiives  in  parlinmenr,  against 
any  arbitrary  eocrnachraents  of  the  supreme 
executive  power ; and  by  frequent  and  new 
parliamems,  against  the  weakness,  folly,  and 
corruption  of  our  representatives : and  though 
many  insmnees  may  be  given  of  long  intermis- 
sions of  parliaments,  yet  that  does  by  no  means 
rove  Sequent  and  new  parliaments  not  lu 
e pnrtofourconslitDtion ; and  it  is  obvious  to 
every  imparttnl  person,  that  without  them  our 
cunstitution  is  defective.  For  these  reasons 
I cannot  approve  of  this  bill : I think  it  an  open 
violniion  of  the  people’s  liberties,  or,  to  speak 
most  mildly  of  it,  n breach  of  our  trust  in  that 
part  wiiicb  will  most  sensibly  uffect  them ; and 
of  that  ill  tendency  in  its  conScriuence,  that  as 
nothing  but  the  security  of  the  ministry  can 
make  it  at  this  time  needfol,  so  nothing  but  a 
standing  force  can  make  it  lasting. 

Mr.  Sromky  * spoke  next  against  the  Bill ; 

Mr.  Speaker ; I may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
the  Bill  Qow  before  youis  of  higher  coaceru  tn 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  chan  any  that 
ever  yet  was  before  you:  it  takes  away  the 
people’s  rightofappornting  tbeir  fepreseutatires. 
It  deprives  them  of  thcirshoie  in  the  l^islacnre, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  wounds  theconstiiotion'of 
parliameots  very  deep. 

No  gentleman  is  ignorant,  that  the  frame  of 
ourmvernment  is  made  up  of  the  Ring,  the 
Lords,  and  tbe  Commons.  These,  with  re- 
spect to  each  other,  have  ever  been  esteemed 
separate,  although,  when  put  together,  they 
make  but  one  eucire  government.  The  dura^ 
don  of  this  forro  of  governmeut  in  England, 
longer  than  in  our  neighbouring  countries,  is 
manifestly  owiug  to  the  care  taken  by  those 
that  went  before  os,  in  keeping  these  three  con- 
sdtuent  ports  of  me  political  body  up  to  the 
rules  of  tbeir  Erst  institution,  by  rastruiiilug 
each  to  is  proper  hannds,  and  io  not  sufTering 
one  to  be  over-born, or  swallowed  up  by  the 
other  two:  however  these  three  great  ports 


• For  n short  account  of  him,  See  vol.  6,  p. 
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may  in  sther  respeca  be  considered,  yet  with 
regard  to  cbe  legislatire  Ciiey  must  act  in  con> 
junction.  The  assent  of  eacli  tu  the  making  of 
lat¥s  is  essenciiilly  necessary,  bur  the  manner 
orgivingthis  assent  is  different  in  the  people, 
from  what  it  fs  iu  the  kiug,  and  in  the  lords. 
The  people,  by  reason  of  their  number,  cao' 
not  be  pcrsoanlly  present  at  the  passing  ofluws, 
their  assent  can  no  olheririse  be  signified,  than 
by  their  representneives.  The  disadvantage  tiie 
Commons  are,  in  Chisrespect  under,  is  in  some 
sort  made  up  tu  them  by  the  care  taken  in  the 
framing  of  our  government,  that  they  snould 
be  truly  and  fairly  represented, 

That  elec'iotis  shall  be  tree,  is  often  declared 
in  our  written  laws.  It  is  in  effect  saying,'  that 
neitlier  the  power  of  the  crown,  nor  the  power 
of  the  lords  should  interpose  in  them.  The 
cesolution  of  this  House,  renewed  every  session, 
viz.  ‘ That  for  a lord  to  concern  himself  in  the 
' cieulion  of  members  to  serve  for  the  Commons 

* in  parliament,  is  a high  infriogement  of  the 
‘ liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of 

* Great  Britain,'  sufficiently  shews  iliejealnusy 
the  Commons  ever  had  of  the  Lords  inter- 
meddling in  the  elections  of  their  representa- 

Tbe  attempts  made  on  the  king’s  part,  to- 
wards influencing  elections,  Imvc  been  princi- 
pally by  officers  under  the  nomination  of  ilia 
crown.  As  this  misrhief  from  lime  to  lime  ap- 
peared, laws  were  introduced  providing  against 
It.  The  statute  7 Hen.  4,  c.-  IS,  recites  that 
law  tu  be  made  ‘ At  tbc  grievous  complaint  of 
‘ the  Cummoas  of  tlie  undue  electious  fur  par- 
‘ liament,’  and  directs,  among  other  things, 

' that  sheriffs  should  proceed  to  elections  freely 
‘ and  indifferently,  notwithstanding  uny  com- 
' maud  to  the  conirary,'  Many  »ul>se<iuent 
taws  were  made  for  preserving  to  Che  people 
diii  privilege,  on  which  all  other  depend,  of 
being  faiclifuliy  represented  in  parliRmeiit.  No 
less  than  seven  acts  were  made  in  king  Wil- 
liam's lime  for  that  purpose:  so  greatly  did  the 
ehdeavoars  of  officers  to  infloence  elections  at 
that  lime  abound.  The  statute  of  3 SVill.  and 
Mnr.  c.  1,  takes  notice,  ‘ That  the  officers  of 

* the  excise,  by  reason  of  the  greatness  of  the 
‘ duty,  and  ilte  extraordinary  powers  given  to 
‘ them,  hod  Irequeally,  by  direats  or  promises, 

* so  far  prevailed  un  electors,  tliat  they  had 
‘ beeo  absolutely  deimrn-d  of  thu  freedom  of 
‘ STiDg  their  votes : which,  occarding  to  the 

* known  coustituiiun  of  this  kin,:duDi,  every  per- 
' snn  ought  Cn  have  and  enj  <y.'  It  then  enacts, 

‘ that  any  sucli  officer  who  persnades  or  dis- 
‘ suades  any  elector  from  giving  his  vote,  shall 

* forfeit  lOOf.  and  iie  incapable  of  executiug  any 
‘ office  relming  to  the  excise.’  Another  law  of 
the  like  nature  w»s  lately  made  in  rejotioo  to 
die  officers  concerned  in  culleccing  (Ire  post-of- 
fice duty.  Tlit'Se  luws  are  now  ell  to  he  laid 
asleep.  Priivisions  made  for  protecting  the 
people's  right  of  election  must  become  insig- 
Qificani,.if  elections  tliemselves  are  no  longer  to 
be  allowed. 

The  cHErR'-ukCKii.by.  the;  foHa^cra.ajfiHtfcO''' 


venimenc  to  preserve  this  right,  did  oot  stop 
here ; it  was  not  sufficient  to  that  purpose,  diai 
elections  should  be  free;  it  was  likewise  ueces- 
8^  that  they  should  be  frequent.  The  people’s 
light  CO  frequent  elections  was  founded  un  sub- 
sianiiat  reasons : for  since  they,  who  couid  act 
no  oilierwise  chan  by  representatives,  were  ca- 
pable of  bebg  mistaken  in  their  citoice,  and  the 
persbu  chosen  liable  to  be  tempted  over  to  a 
dependence  on  the  crown,  or  on  the  Lords,  and 
thereby  receive  an  undue  iiillueiice,  it  becania 
iiacessury  lliat  frequent  op|iorcuiiiiies  should  be 
given  M the  Cnnimuns  to  correct  dieir  clioice, 
and  thereby  prevent  (be  danger  which  die  un- 
! laithrulaesa  of  their  represeniaiivcs  might  oilier- 
I wise  bring  upon  them. 

' Tliai  tlic  people  bad  a right  to  frequent  elec- 
tions, is  made  unquestionable  by  the  best  of 
evidence,  perpetual  usage.  From  the  first  Ibm- 
sieps  of  parliauienii,  down  to  the  time  of  Hen- 
ry H,  not  only  from  records,  hut  from  the 
printed  sieluces,  the  frequency  ofclections  dues 
appear.  The  most  repenteil  insinnces,  witbia 
that  period  of  tune,  are  of  parliameuis  deter- 
mining  ivithin  the  cuinpass  of  a year ; no  in- 
stance where  they  continued  longer  than  three. 

King  Charles  1,  cliac  unfortunate  prince,  was 
put  upon  governing  wicbout  parliomeiics ; but 
the  necessity  of  iiRairs  farcing  him  to  change 
Ills  purpose,  a parliameiit  was  called  in  tlie  IQtli 
year  of  Ins  reign,  in  whicli  a law  of  nn  extra- 
ordinary nature  was  passed,  viz.  ‘ That  m case 
‘ tile  king  did  not  call  n parliament  within  three 
‘ years  ufier  ihedeterminaliun  of  the  preceding 
‘ parliament,  then  the  lord  cbancellur,  See. 
‘should  issue  writs  for  that  purpose;’  wnh 
many  other  extraordinary  provisions.  That 
parliament  soon  after  perpetuated  themselves, 
so  far  as  it  was  capable  of  being  done , and  by 
an  act  made  the  same  year,  ‘ they  were  not  to 
' be  dissolved  but  by  act  of  pnrliameut.’ 
To  the  loug  contiouaiice  of  which  parliament 
were  nil  the  calamities  of  the  civil  war  to  be 
imputed. 

This  statute  of  the  ICih  nf  Charles  1 was  re- 
pealed by  the  stntulc  of  the  16th  of  Charles  S, 
c.  1.  But  notwithstanding  the  fund  humour 
tbc  natiun  was  then  in,  even  by  the  same  Act 
it  was  declared,  ‘ That  by  the  laws  of  tills  realm, 

‘ parliumenia  are  to  be  held  very  often,'  and  to 
the  end  there  might  he  a frequent  calling,  as- 
sembling, mid  holding  parliaments  once  in  three 
years  at  least,  it  was  declared  and  enacted, 

‘ that  parlinracnis  should  not  be  intermitted 
‘ above  three  years  at  the  most,’ 

Iu  king  cWles  Sd’s  time  (mother  turn  of 
policy  vvas  lakeu,  which  wns  to  bring  the  House 
of  Commons  lo  the  bent  of  the  miaistry,  by  the 
secret  application  uf  pensions  to  ilui  members. 
Sucli  WHS  the  Bodesiy  even  ci  that  uge,  as  not 
openly  aud  avowedly  to  bias  with  offices,  ihuse 
wlio  ought  at  least  to  be  the  fuiilirul  represen- 
tatives uf  tlie  people.  Fur  the  effecting  of  tliiv 
perniciuus  purpose  ufcurrupling  the  Cuiunions, 
It  was  necessiiry  iliai  the  imrlinnieor  should  he 
prolonged;  which  it  was  for  eighteen  jearst 
•6«B!ri»*«i  Df:B'bioiiiyjhw'i8'ipr«aicly  given  w 
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many  o(  llie  members,  and  there  being  time 
lufliuient  Cn  gain  upon  others,  iiosso  far  intrust- 
ed wirii  the  secret,  the  design  was  efiiecied. 
And  soch  >vas  the  iK’hiiviuurot  chat  parlimnent, 
that  it  uc(|aired  the  ml'amous  name  of  the  Fen- 
sioner-PariiHUjriic. 

The  attack  (bos  made  an  the  consiiiiiiion 
of  parhnments,  by  depriving  the  people  of  their 
risiit  of  I'rv^uent  elections,  gave  birth  in  the 
Jealoiisv  the  naiirsM  eriiennjiied,  of  the  inten- 
tion that  prince  had  of  nssuiiinig  to  hitnself  n 
desputir  power,  Iluwuneasy  the  later  part  of 
his  reign  become  on  that  account,  iswei!  known; 
and  this  nntiun  has  felt  the  effects  of  the  fervent 
and  divisions  whiHi  then  nrose ; and  by  tbe  ar- 
tifice of  ill-designing  ministers,  have  been  ever 
siuue  cuiitimied.  The  people  biingwurncdby 
the  narrow  escape  their  liberties  met  with  frcini 
that  parliament,  did,  nicer  mjcli  struggle,  ob- 
tain tins  law  •'f  Triennial  Pnrliii>neni>,  Uie  ,inlv 
remeily  left  fur  prescning  their  ancient  coiistf- 
tail  And  now,  alter  nbovc  nn  i uiidred  mil- 
lions given  by  the  peo[de,  in  order  lo  preserve' 
their  old  form  of  goveriimenc,  here  is  u hill  sent 
ns  by  the  Lords,  whicii  ific  passes,  must  expose 
tissgain  to  the  greatest  ofdangers,  which  is  chat 
ufa  long  parliament, 

In  the  time  of  ihat  Pensioner  Parliament, 
which  began  in  1668,  the  means  of  temptation 
in  the  minister's  iui  ds,  were  not  so  great  as 
they  nnw  are  ' rheCivil  List  is  well  nigh  dou- 
ble to  what  it  then  was:  the  dcpendeoce  on 
the  crown  is  grently  enlarged,  by  reason  of  the 
increase  of  officers  for  managing  the  public 
revenue  nnd  funds,  IVhnc  influence  these  may 
have  upon  an  exhausted  nation,  under  the  ter- 
ror which  40,000  regular  troops  carry  with  them, 
is  easily  foreseen. 

No  wonder  the  Lords,  who  are  ever  fond 
of  power,  have  sent  us  a bill  which  admits 
of  tlieir  having  a share  in  the  notniiiation  of  tbe 
llnuse  ofComniuns  : but  I 'citnnotguess  what 
should  indnee  them  to  expect  our  concurrence. 
Sorely  they  camiot  tldnk  so  meanly  of  us,  that 
for  chesake  of  ciiuiinuing  our  seats  here,  we 
shnuld  give  into  wiiac  so  greatly  affects  tli* 
righcsof  those  that  sent  as.  Can  we  be  thought 
so  ungrateful,  as  to  join  in  the  riesiruclion  of 
the  power  that  raised  us  f Can  they  think  us 
so  unfaithful,  as  to  betray  our  trust  in  this  gross 
nuiiner.by  renouncing  our  relation  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  accepting  from  the  crown,  and  from 
themselves  a renewal  of  our  right  to  sichere? 
should  tliey  imagine  us  no  longer  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  rules  of  justice  nnd  -morality ; yet 
niethinks  they  should  allow  us  lo  have  some 
sense  of  slume  remaining,  which  must  give  us 

fiain  when  we  returu  into  our  countries,  and 
duk  those  in  the  face  whom  we  have  so  greatly 
injured. 

I would  take  n'oiice  of  a matter  that  was 
raentiiined'  in  the  debitce,vix.'Thac  supposing 
' this  liill  should  undergo  the  fnmis  used  in  tbe 
* potsine  of  hills,  whether  it  would  carry  with  it 
' ilic  obligstinn  of  a Isw  f Uf  this  I own  my- 
selfmuchin  doubt.  The  powers  we  ate  in- 
trusted wiib^fl».,te(irei|^^p|tfB.,pf.tl)(i;p*pirtehi 
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' appear  in  the  form  of  a writ  for  summoning  the 
paviimntnt.  And  in  tbe  indentures nuncxed  to 
the  teturi),  the  writ  recites,  ‘ Whereas  we  have 
' ihouglii  6t  to  cell  a parliiimem,  touching  di- 
‘ vers  urgentaffiiirs,  concerning  ns,  the  state,  end 
‘ defence  of  uur  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,’  it 
then  reijuires,  ' That  tbe  sheriff  do  cause  two 
‘ to  be  elected  knigluj,  &c.  to  act  in,  nnd  cou- 
' sent  to  wliiit  shall  be  ordained  by  the  edtn- 
^ moo  council  of  Great  Britain,  ‘super  iiegoiiis 
‘ otitedictb.’  Tlie  indenture  annexed  to  the 
return,  answers  the  writ,  viz.  ‘ That  they  have 
‘ elected  such  and  such  to  attend  accnrdilig  to 
• the  tenor  of  the  writ,  siid  given  them  full 
‘ power  to  act  iu.  and  cuusent  to,  nil  ibings  in 
' the  said  parliunx-nt,  vvbicli  shall  be  by  coin- 
' mon  council  and  cuiiseiil  oidainid,  louclung 
‘ the  >-tatc  nnd  defence  of  Ins  luojesty’s  king- 
‘ dom  ut  Great  Britain.’  The  question  then 
is,  Whether  the  authority  thus  given  us  to  ace, 
touching  the  defence  of  tbe  g ivernment,  does 
enable  us  tu  ley  aside  one  of  itio  three  great 
estates,  tlie  people,  by  denying  them  thtir  right 
of  acting  by  their  representatives  in  parliament 
'and  cipiisequemly  their  share  in  the  legislature  f 
does  the  power  put  into  our  bumfs  by  the  peo- 
• plejiistifvnuriun.iiig  the  dagger  into  ihebnwels 
of  ihe  constitution  f This  doubt  is  increased, 
by  ti.e  notion  that  prevailed  loucio.ig  the  in 
validity  of  the  stntuie  of  the  16th  Car.  1,  c.  T, 
wherebytbnt  parliament  was  nut  to  be  dissolved 
but  by  nnacl  of parliament.  No  act  utpurliameut 
was  ever  made  for  that  purpose;  winch  would 
certainly  have  been  done,  lind  tbesuinequent 
purliament  thought  that  a law  lunde  in  dimiou- 
lioD  of  the  people’s  interest  in  the  legislature  hnd 
been  valid,  (it  is  to  be  observed,  lhatliy  an  Act 
of  tbe  Convention  that  met  in  April  1660,  the 
Long  Parliament  that  met  in  1640  wasdeclarsd 
to  be  dissolv'vd  r bqt  that  act  was  nut  coiifirtncd 
by  parlincuent,  as  mnatof  the  other  acts  of  that 
Convention  were  by  the  statute  of  the  13th 
Car.  3,  c.  7.) 

“ I should  be  very  willing  to  hear  answered 
what  a worthy  member  who  just  now  spoke 
for  cnmdltttiiig  the  bill,  and  owned  hissentU 
ments  altered  toudiing  (he  Triennial  Act,  has 
told  the  world  in  an  excellent  Treatiseof  thii 
[Meaning  Mr.  Molesworth,  in  liis  Preface  trv 
bis  Account  of  Denmark]  ‘That  no  people  can 
‘ give  away  the  freedom  of  iliemselves  and  their 
‘ posterity  : that  such  a douaciou  ought  to  he 
‘esteemed  of  no  greater  validity  than  the  gilt 
‘ of  a cliild,  or  of  a madman : that  people  can 
; ‘ no  more  part  withtheir  legal  liberties,  than 
, ‘ kings  can  alienate  their  crowns.'  Every  budy 
I is  sensible  cliat  (he  public  occasions  will  require 
large  supplies ; ana  .should  so  much  as  a doubt 
arise  in  men's  minds  touching  (he  legality  of  ths 
taxes,  it  will  tend  to  increase  the  general  dis- 
satisfoctiou,  so  offeu  inentiuned  iu  this  debate, 
add  subject  us  to  hazard  there  is  no  occasion  to 
run,  (lid  we  content  ourselves  with  proceeding 
in  the  common  methods,  which  the  usage  of 
many  ages  does  justify,  For  thesercasoosl  aia 
against  coininiiting  the  bill. 
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Sif  RoW/  Hiit/nonii*  spoke  likewise  agaiusi 
tiis  bill  os  follows  : 

IMr.  Speaker ; I am  ver,v  sensible  under 
what  riisadvaiuoge  I muse  speak  after  so  long 
B debate:  1 will  clierefore  endeatour  to  coo* 
trset  what  occurs  to  me  on  this  subject,  and  cn 
avoid  repeating  what  has  been  said  before  by 
ntlier  eeoileiiitn.  Andinwlmt  1 liave  to  offer 
lAialfubserrctbistnetliad;  I will  firs:  consU 
derilie  aifiunents  that  hare  been  used  for  this 
bill,  and  then  give  iny  reasons  why  I am 
against  it. 

Tbearguioents  for  the  bill  are,  I think,  cbieBy 
these:  the  expcncesin  eiectious.  Tim  uuiioo- 
silics  and  divisioui  made  and  continued  by 
trienoiul  elections ; the  advantages  onr  cm!Uiies 
may  take  of  lliese  animosities  and  divisions ; 
andtlieencuu^eaient,  I think  no  genttemen 
bas  spoke  pluiner,  that  this  bill  will  give  to  our 
allies  to  tretitivich  us,  and  to  enter.iiito  proper 
alliances,  for  our  mutual  benefit  and  advantage. 

As  to  the  expences  in  elections,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  they  are  grown  very  scan- 
dalous ns  well  as  grierousond  burtbeasame  to 
(hegentl«meoof£ngland,  They  have  increased 
upon  ilieia,  not  from  the  contests  of  netghbour- 
inggeademen  with  one  another,  but  from  stran- 
gers, hy  wbac  influence  or  direction  I cannot 
tell,  coming  to  tlieir  borongbs,  who  have  no 
natural  bterest  to  recommend  them,-  nothing 
but  bribery  and  corruption,  which  bas  put 
geotletnen  uuder  the  necessity  of  great  expences 
to  preserve  their  interests,  and  serve  their 
country.  And  you  mast  give  me  leave  to  add, 
thtu  another  cause  has  been,  the  impunity  that 
bribery  and  oorruption  have  met  with  in  this 
House,  when  they  have  been  very  nncorioiis, 
and  very  folly  detected.  Bat,  J fear,  this  bill 
can  be  no  cure  to  tliat  evil,  it  will  rather  in- 
crease it;  for  as  the  term  of  the  continuance 
ofa  porliomcni  is  prolonged,  so  Che  cxpeuoes 
will  increase  with  it.  Ao  annuity  for  seven 
years  deserves  a better  consideration,  than  for 
three ; and  those  that  will  give  money  to  get  into 
parliameni,  will  give  more  for  seven  than  for 
three  years.  Nothing  will  so  eSectuaUy  pre- 
Tcnc  expences,  ns  anuual  parliamcuts : That 
was  our  ancient  cousiitution,  and  every  depart- 
ing from  it,  is  usually  atteuded  with  great  in- 
conveniences. 

As  for  our  animosities  and  divisions,  I am 
sorry  there  are  any,  but  ^annot  believe  chu  bill 
will  be  a remedy  fur  them.  Tbe  anisosities 
and  divisions  raised  by  elections  are  ofa  private 
nature,  and  little  affect  the  public  ; those  that 
do,  are  otlierwisc  to  be  accounted  for,  which 
might  have  been  extingaished  ; but  tbe  oppor- 
tunities have  bee.i  neglected,  and  1 wish  some 

One  of  those  many  eminent  men  who 
have  risen  to  the  peerage  Emm  the  profession 
of  the  law.  He  was  Solicitor  General  to  queen 
Anne,  Attorney  Geaeral  to  George  ilic  1st,  by 
whom  be  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commis- 
loners  of  the  Great  Seal  and  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King's  Bench  : in  which  station  be  died  to 
1T33."  isii'd.Orftifd’s.IirobSe-.AiRbbrti  . ir-  ' 
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persons  Lave  not  studied  rather  to  eontiaue 
and  increoee  (hem,  than  to  extiuguisli  tlieni.  1 
'•ill  spruk  plainly  on  tills  occasion,  1 ilimk 
tbe  gresttet  unimosities  and.  divuinns,  ilie 
greatest  discontents  and  uneasiuesses  now 
among  us, -have  been  owing  to  tlie  unreasona- 
ble resentments,  avorice,  and  amhition  of  some, 
and  to  the  ntinccountnble  fully  and  madness  of 

That  onr  enemies  will  take  advantage  of  oar 
divisions,  is  noL  to  be  doubted,  if  it  iv  in  their 

¥}wer ; but  1 must  observe,  that  since  iba 
rieaninlactpassed,  there  Lave  been  ten  te- 
verol  pnrliameotscaUed,  most  of  tLcm  when 
you  were  actually  in  war,  your  animosities  and 
divisions  great,  and  your  enemies  vigilant ; yet 
no  inconveniencies  followed,  nor  mere  any,  at  I 
have  hoard  of,  so  miicli  as  atcenipicd  at  tbs 
times  of  those  eUciioos, 

The  last  of  the  argnments  I faavo  recited,  is 
tbeencourageoieoc  this  will  gire  to  your  allies  to 
enter  into  treaties  with  yiiu.  No  oue  says  tliey 
wont  tills  encouragement ; no  oae  says  tlicy 
ask  it ; so  ibnc  I luay  conclude  this  is  only  a 

Eretence.  1 should  be  sorry  weLud  such  al- 
es as  would  not  treat  with  ms  majesty  witluiut 
our  giving  up  our  constitution.  Should  the 
Lke  be  asked  of  them,  they  would  certainly 
emeruin  sudi  a pioposition  with  ilie  comempt 
and  indigttatiouitdcscrved.  But  what  you  arc 
now  going  to  do,  instead  of  suengthemng  the 
king’s  bands,  will,  [ am  persuadod,  lessen  turn, 
in  tbe  opinion  of  his  allies : for  this  is  proclaim- 
ing to  the  world,  that  be  dares  not  call  a new 
parliament : that  be  dares  not  trust  the  people 
inn  new  choice.  Besides,  not  daring  to  call  a 
new  parliamenc,  carries  along  wiihitasuppo- 
sitioD  CO  tbe  dishonour  of  tliis  House  .-fur  it 
supposes  that  another  Hooie  of  Commons 
would  act  diSerantly  from  the  present : which 
is  to  confess  that  tius  Hoase  dqcs  not  truly  re- 
present tbe  people  ; that  they  nod  their  repre- 
sencaiives  nre  of  diSerent  minds  ; and  that 
if  they  were  to  cbose  again,  they  would 
ebuse  men  of  other  principles,  of  other  semi- 

will  not  trouble  you  further  with  answers 
Co  the  argaments  for  tills  bill ; those  against  it, 
that  weigh  must  with  me,  are  th^ : That  fte- 
quenc  new  parliaments  ate  our  constMution ; 
that  a long  parliament  is  plainly  destructive  of  I 
tlie  sabjecis  just  right,  and  many  ways  incon* 

. sistenc  with  tbe  good  of  the  nation.  Is  it  rea- 
sonable any  particular  men  should  Cor  a long 
. time  engross  so  great  a trust,  exclusive  oi' 

. otben;  can  it  be  of  advantage  to  the  publici  i 
that  the  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  should  be 
long  confined  to  those  they  have  once  choscu, 
their  interests  admitting  of  greet  variation  in 
' length  of  time  f 

FrequoBt  new  parliaments  are  our  constilu* 
tioi),  and  the  calling  and  boldiug  of  them  was 
for  many  nges  the  practice,  ^fure  the  con- 
quest, psriiainants  were  held  three  times  eveiy  i 

Jear,  at  Cbristmus,  Kaster,  mid  Wiiicsuaiide-  | 
a Edward  tbe  Sd's  rime  it  was  enacted,  i 
^-Thsap&rliinut!3itskhooid'hi;‘hbMtB«>ery  yev  | 
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oace,  or  ofiener  if  need  W Thig  rouat  boon*  liberiiea  nf  (lie  auljcci,  after  many  brenchea 
deracood  of  new  portiameora,  for  proro^tiooa  had  been  made  upiin  tlieiii,  it  waa,  nniong  other 
and  long adjourniuenta  were  not  then  known;  ihins  decluieii,  ‘That  parliiimctita  oini;1it  u> 
they  were  never  heard  of  till  later  yeara.  They  * belield  frequently.'  And  »liat  I'ulluwa  m that 
bc^ui  in  Henry  the  8(li’(  time,  that  prince  and  act  i<  very  sCrutig,  fur  ir  decliirea  ami  cnuccii, 
bis  minigtera  knowing  long  (wrliamenui  were  ' That  all  ami  giugular  ihu  rigiiie  and  liUcrtiee 
beat  fitted  (0  make  great  chauges.  Tliey  were  ‘aaaerted  and  claicned  in  llie  auid  declurutioii, 
(berefore  inventions  when  extrnordinorr  things  ' are  llie  indubitable  right'  and  liberties  uf  the 
were  to  be  done,  wlieu  what  was  then  llie  ' people  of  this  kinzduni,  and  so  shall  lie  es- 
ebureb  was  to  be  nltered,  and  the  church  lends  ‘ teemed,  allotted,  aujudged,  mid  taken  to  he; 
tu  be  taken  away.  There  is  nothing  of  this  ‘ and  all  tlir  u.irriculars  thureor  shall  he  firiuly 
surtnow,  Ifaope,  intended.  Fruin  £at  time  ‘ and  strictly  linlden  mid  ohserred,  as  tluiy  are 
our  bistories  tdl  os,  that  whenever  tlie  same  ‘ expressed  in  ibc  said  dcclaraiioii.’  The  right 
parliaoieiics  were  luug  continued,  or  the  meet-  cluimpii  and  asserted,  is.  ‘ Tliat  pnrtisnieiiis 
logs  of  parliament  long  discontinued,  they  gave  ' ought  tu  he  iield  frequently  And  toon  after 
great  uneasiness.  In  ilie  unfortunate  reigo  of  anew  parliament  nos  called,  ntiicli  sute  aO' 
king  Charles  1,  there  bad  been  nn  intermisshiii  iiunlly:  But  this  was  not  looked  upon  to  be  a 
DfparliBuicntslSyears,  whichproducedan  act  cuinplyiug  v»ith  the  right  claimed,  and  there- 
in the  16th  year  of  that  king  ‘ For  the  pceveot-  fore,  after  that  parliameut  had  sat  three  times, 
' ingtheiaconveiiienceshappeiiingbylonginter-  iii  ilie  fourth  session  it  was  thought  necessaiy 
* miision ofparliameDts.'ThBtactjin thepreani*  tocoine  to  a farther  explication,  aud  a 
ble  recites  ifie  law  made  in  the  reign  of  £d-  passed  both  Houses,  but  was  rejected  by  tbu 
ward  S,  * That  parliaments  ought  to  be  held  clirone,  ' For  the  frequent  meetiug  and  colling 
‘every  year  once.;  but  ibat  the  appointment  ‘ of  Parliaments.’  Others  ivere  attempted  in 
‘of  time  aud  plitce  belonged  to  liis  majesty  and  tlie  next  session,  and  it  is  well  known  how  ibey 

* his  royal  progenitors  : And  chat  it  had  been  came  Ci>  miscarry  in  this  House  ; but  b the 
■found  by  exnerience,  great  incunvenieiices  succeeding  session,  n Bill  passed  both  liouse^ 
‘and  miseWfs  bad  happened  to  the  king,  and  and  hod  the  royal  assent.  Thatit  the  act  tbit 
' to  the  coimnoiiwealLU,  by  not  holding  porlia-  bill  is  to  alter : But  before  it  is  altered,  I hope 
‘ Bents  accordingly.'  Aud  fur  the  prcvcuiion  it  will  be  shewn,  that  what  b ssserieri  in  the 
of  the  like  for  the  future,  it  eaactg,  ‘Thocthc  preamble,  is  iiibtaken,  and  has  proved  oibur- 
‘ said  laws  shall  he  strictly  observed  ; and  that  wise.  In  the  preamble  two  things  are  usserted, 
‘ in  case  there  he  an  iitienuisstun  of  (be  sitting  ‘ That  by  the  ancient  lavvs  and  statutes  of  the 
‘of  parliamentfijr  three  years  together,  if  there  ‘ kingdom,  frequent  parlianionts  ought  to  be 
‘it  a parliament  in  beiog,  Uint  parliament  * held;  and  that  frequent  new  parliaments  teuil 
‘shall  he  dissolved,'  and  very  eitruvagauc  ‘ very  much  to  the  happy  uniou  and  good  agre» 
powerswere  given  forthecallingand  assembling  ‘ menc  of  the  king  nod  bis  people.'  The  first 
of  another  I ■ And  every  such  parliament  was  proposition  is  incontesuhle  | and  the  latter,  I 
‘ not  to  be  dissolved  of  SO  days,  wicliaiit  tbeir  think,  will  not  be  deuied ; forfrequentuod  new 
‘own  con<4iit.’  This  extraordinary  step  was  parliaments  create  .a  confidence  between  the 
soon  fuUowtfd  by  an  net  intiiled,  * That  the  king  and  his  people,  a very  necesiaiy  step  lo- 
‘ parliitmeiii  should  not  bedissulved,  prorogued  waids  an  union  and  good  ^rcenienc.  If  the 
‘ or  adjourned,  but  by  act  of  parliament;  nor  king  would  he  acquainted  with  his  people,  and 

* the  Hnuses  of  Parliament  iidjoumed  but  by  have  more  the  liearts  of  them,  thb  is  the  surest 
‘ theiQSflves  respectively.'  I need  not  be  par-  way;  and  I am  persuaded  cbislluuse  willnever 
ticulur  in  recounting  the  cousequences  uf  tiiie  consent  to  any  tbtug  that  may  prerent  Che-one, 
*«  uf  parliainenc ; (or  every  one  knows,  that  and  intercept  the  other. 

set  of  men,  wlien  they  had  thus  continued  1 cannot  entertain  so  unworthy  n thought  of 
thcmselres,  never  stopped  till  they  hod  mur-  this  House,  chat  any  gentleman  in  it  womd  at 
dered  Che  best  uf  priuces,  ami  entirely  subvert-  thb  time,  in  direct  terms,  bo  for  perpetuadas 
ed  our  coniiitution  both  in  church  and  state.  themselves ; yet  if  Uiey  consent  to  this  hill,  1 
Souii  after  the  Hestoracioa  of  king  Charles  shall  reckon  they  are  ibiag  it;  for  tliuugh  it 
3,  Che  act  for  the  prevenciog  the  iocoiive-  only  probngs  thig  parliament  for  seven  years, 
niences  happening  by  the  lung  iiicermigsion  of  1 cannot  doubt  hut  hereafter  tliere  will  be  ano- 
parliaments  was  repealed,  because  derogatory  ther  for  cootinuiiig  it  longer;  heenuse,  befure 
b)  Che  prerogative,  aud  because  it  might  be  an  the  end  of  thb  term,  the  reasoug  will  probably 
occasion  of  many  mischiefs  nud  inconveniences,  be  stronger  for  it,  than  lliey  areuow  ; Neither 
*nd  endanger  llie  public  peace  and  safety  ; hut  can  I imagine  chat  ^ntlemen  are  afraid  to 
*t  (he  same  time  it  is  declared  ood  enacted,  trust  the  people’s  choice  again ; Do  they  think 
' That  because,  by  the  ancient  laws  and  sta-  (bat  the  grraC  and  memoiable  Uiin|s'  (bis  pat- 
‘ imes,  purliiimeiiL,  nre  to  be  held  very  often,  liament  has  done  for  the  service  und  Iwnefic  of 
die  siuii^  mid  holding  of  parliaments  shall  their  country,  will  make  them  less  uccepuble 
^noi  be  intensicied  above  three  years  at  the  'o  the  people?  No  ooe  willsay  so;  and  then  I 
most.’  This  law  not  bavingbeeu  so  well  ob-  see  no  reason  why  they  should  be  for  making 
s^red,  asit  ought  to  have  been  at  the  Revoiu-  this  alteratimi  in  our  laws  and  coiivtitution, 
don  in  iha  Convention  Parliament,  wlicn  it  which  will  certainly  have  a very  ill  efitet  upon 
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to  toy,  and  with  reason,  that  after  ibe 
expiration  of  (be  tlireo  yenrs,  you  are  do  lunger 
tlieir  reprawntaiives,  because  they  chose  you 
to  serea  ilieiD  no  longer.  With  great  sitbmis- 
sioo  [spenk  ic,  in  my  poor  opinion,  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons  can  no  more  continue  a parlia- 
liienc  beyond  its  natural  duratiuii,  than.they 
can  uuiic  a parliament.  [ kiion  at  cxiraor- 
dinury  junctures,  eoDvciitionS  bare  been  turned 
into  parliaments;  butitjms  been  thnughe  ad* 
visuble  soon  to  determine  them,  and  to  pass 
nets  in  the  subse<]ueot  legal  parliaments,  to  con- 
firm whac  they  hare  done.  And  1 moke  no 
doubt,  but  if  this  bill  passes  into  a law,  and 
tliis  parliament  is  continued  more  than  three 
years,  there  will  be  an  act  in  the  socceeding 
purliamuiic  to  confirm  whatever  shall  be  done 
alter  the  three  years.  There  is  nu  instance  in 
your  staiuie-bouk,  wheK  all  the  acts  of  a par- 
liament were  deelored  void,  and  repealed,  be- 
cause the  parliament  was  unlawfully  summon- 
ed,  and  the  members  notduly  chosen. 

1 need  not  urec  farther,  that  the  wisest  go- 
Tenimeocs  that  bare  preserved  afsce  of  liberty, 
have  never  coiitinaed  those  long,  with  whom 
tliey  havc  iuirustcd  thesupreme  power.  That 
by  this  bill,  you  hare  all  toe  mischief  of  o lung 
parliament,  witlipuc  auy  of  tlic  good  of  a short 
one.  That  a standing  pnrliameat  sod  a stand- 
ing army  nre  convertible,  and  only  necessary 
to  sopptirt  one  another.  And  that  there  can 
be  no  occasion  for  iliis  bill  at  this  (iioe,  because 
this  parliameot  mny  have  two  more  sessions, 
if  the  king  pleases.  But  as  [ have  already 
taken  up  so  idooIi  of  your  lin^I  shall  only  add, 
that  fur  the  reasons  1 hare  given,  1 am  against 
committing  this  bill. 

Air.  Archibald  Hutektsonj  * spoke  against 
she  Bill  thus. 

Mr.  Speaker;  I cannot  content  myself  in 
the  great  questioo  now  before  you,  lu.  deliver 
my  opinion  barely  by  voting  initj  furl  think 
it  of  that  importance  to  Uie  nation,  to  deserve 
aod  need  the  most  thorough  exaniimiciun.  1 
heartily  wish  itmigbt  have  had  a much  longer 
tioteoi  consideraiion,  chan  I perceive  gcotle- 
meu  are  disposed  to  give  it;  but  sioco  we  are 
entered  uii  the  debate  of  it,  1 ilmll  endeavour 
to  express  my  thongbu*al>guc  it' with  great 
plainness  and  freedom. 

My  preiciit  opinion,  Sir,  accordins  Co  the  best 
judgmeuclam  able  tu  lortn,  is,  that  if  we  sbonkl 
give  our  consent  Co  die  passing  of  die  bill  be* 
tore  usinio  a law,  we  should  be  gmltr  of  the 
must  imtorious  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
Uf,  by  those  wbo  sent  os  liither,  nod  should 
'{Dakeavery  dangerous  step  towards  tlie  un* 
(lerminiug  uf  that  cotuticuiiun,  whicli  our  nn* 
cestors  have  been  so  careful  tu  preserve,  and 
thought  iiv  expeuce,  citber  of  bluod  or  trea- 
sure, too  much  for  dust  purpose,  eud  uader 
which  wedo  yet  eujoy .those  p.-tsihegesaod  ad- 

« Member  fur  Uastings.  See  the  Petition 
from  that  town  and  port,  agaiiut  the  Bill,  at 
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vantages,  which  no  other  nacian  in  the  world 
can  at  this  day  boast  of. 

This  is  the  light  in  which  the  bill  yet  ap-  . 
pears  to  me;  and  therefore  if  I did  believe 
what  Some  gentlemen  do,  Tliat  it  would  be 
conducive  to  several  good  ends,  yet  that  would 
DOC  beeuQicienc  to  gain  my  cunsent  (hereui; 
for  1 cannot  think  those  ends,  liowever  desira- 
ble, equivalent  Co  sacit  a price,  as  ihnc  of 
givii^  up,  or  even  making  a dangerous  advance 
towards  cbe  giving  up  entirely,  the  British  Con- 
siiiuiion.  Uucii  less  would  1 give  my  conseat 
to  such  a law,  when  1 im  of  opinion.  That  it  ’ 
would  be  so  for  froig  coniributiag  to  the  ends 
pretended  to  be  aimed  ut  cberchy,  that  it 
would  have  cbe  direct  contrary  effect;  and  if  , 
we  are  not  to  du  evil  that  good  may  come  of 
ir,  surely  we  must  not  do  evil,  only  to  bring  i 
misebief  upon  ourselves. 

These  are  my  reasons  against  the  bill,  . 

^ That  uur  consent  to  ic  would  be  a breach  of 
j truer,  aud  a dangerous  breach  upon  our  coa-  ; 
j sliluciun : and  that,  if  it  were  not  Itolile  to 
I this  ub)ectiaii.  That  yecit  would  serve  to  par- 
ses directly  contrary  to  those  preCeuded  u 

' aimed  at,  by  geiiilemen  who  are  fur  the 
hill : 1 shall  endeavour  to  expliua  myself  io 
these  points. 

Give  me  leave  therefore  to  menlioD,  wliot 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  the  aocient  consti- 
cuiion  of  parliament,  and  also  how  the  suine 
lias  been  and  stands  changed  at  ibis  lime,  with 
relaiino  to  cbe  matter  wlucb  is  now  the  subject 
of  our  debate.  1 believe 'it  will,  nay,  it  must 
be  agreed.  That  before  the  reign  of  Henry 
8,  there  was  no  single  instance  of  a pro- 
rogation of  parliement : That  parliaments  had 
only  one  sessions,  and  those  geaertUy  very 
short  ones,  none  of  which  ever  lasted  a year : 
That  to  prevent  cbe  mischief  of  long  iatcrvals 
of  parliament,  ic  was  enacted  io  the  4th 
year  of  Edward  3,  That  parliameats  should 
be  bolden  annually,  and  this  was  con- 
linoed  by  subsequcai  acts  of  paxliaineiil : and 
therefore  I may  venture  to  a&iu,  that  by  the  ‘ 
ancient  oonstiiution,  parliainents  were  to  be 
boidon  frequeotly,  and  tu  be  of  the  conciBii-  ■ 
ance  only  uf  one  sessions,  and  that  tbeie  was 
no  right  or  power  in  ihc  crown  to  prorogue  the  * 
same:  I say,  tills  1 cau  affirm,  oti  the  same 
foundation,  and  with  os  Strang  reasoo,  as  I f 
cao  affirm.  That  the  eldest  son,  after  the 
death  of  bisfaclier,  shall  inherit,  as  heir  at  law, 
tlie  lands  in  fee-simple;  or  that  the  youngest 
son  shall  iiriierit,  where  the  custom  of  . 
Burougli-Eiiglish  prevails ; or  time  uU  the  sons  j 
: shall  equally  inherit  the  loads  of  Gurel'kiod;  . 
j or,  liulMd,  as  I cao  nffirin  of  any  part  uf  die 
commion  luw,  or  the  particolur  usages  of  tha 
kingdom;  for  these  nre  suppurted  only  by 
constant  practice  and  pruscripliun  iinmeiRO*  , 
rial;  and  they  iieiiher  need  nor  can  have  a 
stronger  support  tbnu  this ; fur  surely  nt  all  ^ 
taws,  cluise  must  be  uiluwod  u>  cacry  tvnii  them 
the  sicimgest  evidence  of  jubiicv.  winch  have  ' 
been  always  submitted  to,  without  any  cheiigp 
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Th«  applicaiion  i«  obvious  to  the  poiot  hi 
debate,  I mean  as  Tar  os  the  reign  ot  Henrr 
3;  iind  if  at  that  time  this  was  the  consii- 
lutiou  of  parliament,  it  will  not  he  eos;  tu 
^eir  bow  ilie  same  lias  been  since  legally 
changed ; but  1 shall  speak  to  tills  more  fully, 
after  X have  answered  an  objection  which  has 
hem  made.  It  has  been  said,  ' That  it  is  no 
*.  pr>K>f  that  the  crown  Lad  no  power  to  pro- 

• rogue  parliaments  and  to  continue  tlie  same 

' purlinment  for  several  sessions,  although  there  > 

• were  no  instances  thereof  until  ilie  reign 

• of  Henry  8.’  If  this  objection  have  I 
noy  weglit  it  will  equally  hold  ogainst  any  | 
other  part  of  (he  cooiiuou  law,  which  hath  I 
bilheno  remained  uncnntested : fur  may  ant 
the  younger  sous,  in  this  way  of  reasoniiq^ 
lay.  That  .although  there  be  uo  instance,  thnt 
any  of  them  have  liilherto  claimed  to  inherit, 
equally  with  the  eldest,  the  lands  in  fee-simple, 
that  yet  is  no  proof  against  tlieir  rigiit  of 
making  such  a claim,  and  hnring  it  determined 
for  them.  And  if  such  a case  should  be 
braugfit  into  VVestmiiisur  Hall,  it  is  evident, 
that  there  is  no  act  of  parliament  wliich  settles 
the  point,  unr  any  [ireceding  resolution,  be- 
cause the  matter  wss  never  in  qneslion  before; 
and  yet  surely  no  gentleman  will  alLmi,  tliat 
liie  judges  would  be  at  liberty  (o  determine 
this  as  a new  case,  whatever  equity  they  might 
conceive  in  the  pretensions  of  the  younger 
tons,  but  would  be  strictly  tied  to  adjedge 
according  to  tlie  constant  end  uuinterrupted 
uoge.  And  hod  the  lairds  and  Conioions, 
when  the  first  attempt  of  proroguing  was 
made  upon  them, insisted,  that  llic  crowo  had 
no  such  power,  and  ilic  opiniou  of  the  judges 
had  been  required  thereio,  it  was  impossible 
that  they  could  have  determined  otherwise, 
than  according  to  the  constant  usage,  or  that 
they  would  have  adjudged  sucli  an  originsl 
power  in  tbc  crown,  which  had  never  been 
exened,  from  the  earliest  mention  which  our 
records,  or  history,  make  of  parliaments,  to 
that  very  day : or  that  they  could  have  con- 
ceived it  possible,  iliac  the  crown  could  have 
had  such  a power,  and  yet  never  asserted  it  in 
one  single  instuuce,  in  tlie  course  of  so  many 
hundred  years. 

If  tlie  facts  I Lave  mentioned  are,  as  they 
appear  to  me  to  be  undeniably  true,  the  in- 
ference I thence  make  ii  next  to  n demon- 
stration; and  I may  venture  Co  add,  Time 
there  is  no  part  of  our  laws  built  on  a luore 
solid  foundation,  and  supported  with  stronger 
reasons : reasons  vrbich  must  eternally  have 
the  greatest  weight,  and  nmke  the  deepen  im- 
presiiun  on  the  minds  of  a people,  who  have 
any  sense  of  liberty ; and,  iluinks  be  tu  God  ! 
*c  are  yet  a free  nation.  Fur  without  tlie  fre- 
nuency  of  parliaments,  the  opportunity  nf  re- 
«revsing  those  grievances  would  he  but,  which 
more  or  less  have  happened  in  all  reigns,  from 
the  influence  and  ndiDinisiroiion  of  evil  coun- 
reUor»,and  wicked  mill iscere, who  will  always  pre- 
fertheirowQ  private  interests  aud  sinister  views, 
to  the  honour  of^rprmce^aDd  w^Xf^ofcbelr 


country:  and  it  is  to  the  dread  which  such 
impious  monsters  lihve  always  bad,  1 hope,  will 
ever  have,  of  tlie  just  vengeance  of  a parlia- 
ment, that  we  hitlierio  owe  the  preservation  of 
oar  liberties;  fur,  bod  itio  times  of  being 
called  to  an  account  in  parliament  been  at  any 
cunsidcrahia  di^tanre,  the  nticrupts  of  bold 
aud  Haring  men  wootd  have  had  no  curb ; and 
indeed  it  is  but  «ue  step  more,  and  thm  not 
difficult;  from  n long  to  the  iiicire  disuse  of 
parliazncnte,  and  resolving  the  governmeut 
into  an  absolute  oiunarchy  ; but  I will  urge 
this  point  no  farther,  because  I believe  it  will 
be  generally  allowed ; and  iliat,  whatever 
might  be  the  private  opiuion  of  any  particular 
persun,  no  Briton  will  be  yet  so  bardy,  asio 
declare  liimselfagFunst  the  necessity  uf  frequent 
pariiamenis. 

1 wish,  gentimnen  would  as  generally 
cancur,  that  the  other  part  which  I have  iribn- 
. tioned,  and  1 tliink  hove  made  appear,  to  have 
been  our  ancient  cunstitutloa,  were  as  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  preservation  of  our 
libenies ; 1 meon  parliaments  of  one  session, 
not  only  frequent,  but  frequent  new  parlia- 
ments. The  thiug  indeed  appears  vety  evi-  - 
I dent  to  me;  so  evident,  Chat  iii  uiy  poor  npi- 
' nion,  our  liberties  would  not  be  mote,  may 
not  so  precarious  under  an  absolute  luoniircl^ 
os  with  a House  of  Commoos  wiio  had  right 
CO  sit  either  for  many  years  logetlier,  or  witliout 
any  limitation  of  time;  fork  is  certain,  tliat  a 

Entice,  who  had  stood,  only  on  the  boctnin  of 
is  own  nhsolute  aulhdrity,  assisted  with  a few 
ministers  and  some  troops,  would  still  iliiuk 
himself  pretty  much  upon  his  good  behaviour 
towards  the  united  body  of  bis  people;  mid 
would  (probably)  be  caatinus  of  exerting  his 
power  in  socli  a inaiiner,  as  to  give  ajusc  pro-  _ 
I vocation  to  a general  revolt,  and  settiug  up 
' another  in  his  steed ; hut  a prince  wiihapar- 
liameiit  at  Ids  devneiou,  would  he  infimtcly 
' more  terrible,  and  with  mncli  greater  security, 
might  ^ve  a loose  to  every  extravagancy  of 
power;  for  when  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  who  arc  cho‘en  by  them  tu  be  the 
guardians  of  their  liberties,  can  be  prevailed 
on,  for  little'  odvanisges  to  tliemselves,  to 
betray  tlieir  trust,  and  come  into  all  ibe  mea- 
sures of  a designing  ministry,  it  is  then,  in- 
deed, tiiat  the  Jihenics  of  a people  are  in  the 
most  imminent  danger ; and  surely,  there  Is 
great  reason  to  nppreliend,  that  a House  of 
Commons  might  soon  liecome  very  obsequious 
to  a iiiinbtry,  if  they  were  to  sit  for  a ioug 
period,  or  without  limitation,  and  that  tliere 
were  co  near  day  iii  view  of  a new  election, 
when  (he  conduct  of  gentleineu  iu  this  place 
would  be  enquitcd  into  iu  their  respective 

1 believe  it  will  one  be  denied,  That  it  is 
very  ponible  for  a miiiisiry,  by  peiisiuns  and 
enipluyinencs  to  some,  tmd  by  the  expecta- 
tions raised  inothersuand  by  the  corruption 
of  electors,  and  returoing  oBicers,  to  obtain  a 
very  great  majority,  entirely  and  blindly  at 
tbeir.devoiioaf  evcjt  at  the  very  fine  mcetiag  of 
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& parlinnicnC,  and  that  by  a commitlee  of 
elections  and  other  proper  helps,  theirpnrty 
may  d.viy  increair;  and  that  such  a porlia* 
neiit  inay  he  so  tar  from  proteciiog  the  liber- 
ties of  tlieir  cuuotry,  or  fnim  being  a terror  to 
evil  iniuiscers,  as  to  become  cbemsciTes  the 
Cools  of  oppression  in  die  Imnd  of  sacb  n mi- 
uisity,  and  by  their  Budnirity,  to  consecrate 
the  w'lirst  of  aciiutis,  to  declare  every  honest 
patriot,  n liu  hHS  die  courage  to  ntlempt  to  item 
Uie  tide  of  wickedness,  and  Co  stand  up  for  the 
liberties  of  Ids  country,  to  be  its  greatest 
enemy ; nnd  those  who  arc  ready  in  give  it  up, 
to  be  (he  only  true  friends  ofour  cuntiituiion  ; 
and  if  ihissfaouhi  ever  linppun  to  be  our  cnse,  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  considi.r,  Whetlier  a greater 
curse  could  fait  on  uny  penple  man  tn  have 
such  apariiamenc  ns  this  entailed  upon  them. 

1 rememher  very  well,  wlinl  an  ouicry  was 
raised  against  the  lust  pnrliumeiic,  on  asuspicion 
only,  thill  a repeal  of  clu'Trienmnl  Act  was  in- 
tended, and  itie  argumetiis  ugninsc  it  without 
doors,  were  then  the  very  eame  with  Uiosc  which 
are  now  urged  against  it  within  ; VVhiit  mi  in- 
coDsisieiicy  mast  it  then  appear,  tn  see  ihose 
very  gentiMuen,  who  were  then  the  must  zea- 
lous oppoeers  of  such  an  alteinplj  become  now 
the  most  violent  ndvocatw  fur  it  > And  will 
it  not  also  in  some  measure  nSect  tlieir  in- 
tegiity,  publicly  to  own,  that  tin*  arguments 
they  pretended  to  be  dien  influenced  by,  hnd 
pot  the  least  we^iit  with  them  ; nnd  that  the 
thing  in  itself  was  very  desirable,  wlien  tlierc 
should  be  u good  miuistiy  and  parliament  ii. 
being,  nud  pernicious  only  in  the  then  si- 
tootion  of  aCiini  1 It  wos  oni  certainly  from  | 
this  coDsiderntioD,  that  the  late  ministry  and  i 
^liameiit  were  diverted' from  the  attempt:  ' 
xhey,  doubtless,  hnd  a very  good  opinion  of 
themselTts,  and  were  confirm'^  therein  hy  the 
voice  of  a great  majority  of  the  people,  and 
which,  hyamost  strange  and  iinnccumiiable 
witchcraft,  still  continues  in  their  favour,  if  1 
may  depend  upon  wbat  several  who  have  ar^ 
gUM  for  the  bill  iocm  to  have  agreed  to. 

I must  beg  gentlemen  to  consider,  that  the 
miscltiei  I have  njentiooed,  will  be  iin  ways 
prevented  by  the  present  posture  ofour  affairs; 
for  though  we  may  liave  now  a good  minretiy 
and  parliament,  their  cominuoDce,  iiutwitli- 
scandiiig  tbe  intended  law,  will  still  depron  on 
the  pleasure  of  the  prince  ; for  1 dn  not  per- 
ceive that  any  gentlenuiu  will  move  fora  clause 
to  continue  the  ministry  for  life ; or  ibat 
the  pariinmeut  shall  not  ho  dissolved  wiihouc 
their  own  consents;  and  if,  hy  ill  advice  to  his 
majesty,  a change  should  hepptm,  inny  it  nui 
to  lall  out,  that  n long  commuanre  of  a new 
ministry  and  partiamont,  may  be  of  infinite  pre- 
judice It)  the  nation  : Surely,  tbetefori.,  it  will 
be  wisdom,  III  the  making  of  this,  or  any  outer 
law,  not  CO  cniisider  some  little  present  con- 
vonieticy,  buuhe  general  uid  obvious  tendeni  y 
ofthe  snme.  I tberefure  cliink  that  I am  yut 
wiirramed  to  ‘•ay,  and  sliiilf  say  it,  till  I am 
conriiiced  that  I have  mistaken  the  inniter, 
ThdC  fregdh'iil^vf 
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consiitutioQ ; tbauiDiil  die  reign  of  Henry  8, 
ibete  was  no  suouger  evidence  for  any  port  of 
the  common  law,  (him  there  waa  furibu  pail  of 
ourcnosiitoiion;  and  that  the.  same  was  built, 
and  standi  upon  a<  solid  a fuundation  os  auylaw 
ever  did,  or  can  do,  being  absolutely  necessary 
and  essential  to  the  liberties  of  a free  people. 

It  is  (rue,  Ueory  the  8tb,  in  the  31st  year  of 
bb  reign,  prorogued  the  perlianseni,  whicn  was 
the  first  ioslauce  of  thu  kind,  and  succeeding 
princes  have,  more  or  less,  continued  die  same 
practice ; but  i can  iu  no  wii,e  agree,  to  wliat 
some  genclemeo  would  thence  inlitr,  I'hal  (be 
crown'  had  always  a right  to  di>  «o ; fur  I tliml: 
1 li.ive  made  llie  contrary  veiy  evidently  ajv 
pear;  and  that  until  the  31st  ol  Henry  Che  8th, 
no  part  of  our  common  Ian  was  better  estw- 
blisiied  than  ihb  ancient  English  consticuiion 
of  frequent  new  parlinments;  hut  it  is  rumark- 
ahir,  dmc  ihis  having  been  the  first  insiauce  of 
a prnrogatiiiii,  it  w.is  thought  convenient  to 
strengihen  the  further  cimtinuaiice  ut  that  par- 
liaineiii  i>y  adjituriiuiem  hIsh:  If  the  cruum, 
before  the  tune  1 have  nieun.ined,  had  not  the 
power  of  continuing  the  same  purlismeiit  by 
p^'lrogaIinus ; it  will  not  be  easy  loshew,  how 
they  have  ciime  legally  by  it  since : Sure  I am, 
ihiit  tliere  is  no  act  of  parliiimunc  which  vesu 
nny  such  power  in  die  crown,  nod  prescription 
iinmtinoiial  is  not  so  much  as  pretended  to. 
The  short  uf  the  matter  seems  to  me  tlien  no 
more  chnn  this:  A very  arbitrary  prince,  tbe 
better  (a  srive  die  e>«ls  he  had  Uieii  in  new, 
boldly  invades  the  liberties  nf  his  people,  anri 
ii'Urps  a HUH  prerogmive,  unheard  of  before ; 
Tbnt  parliamenc  catm-ly  submits  therein,  cither 
I out  of  fear,  or  for  ba-rr  reasons ; perbups  they 
I were  pieaserl  with  a lunger  continuance,  and 
the  agreeable  prospect  nf  sharing  iu  the  ndvan- 
tiigesof  lawi,  wlucb  ihey  were  afierwardsto 
make,  I mrau.  tbe  disaunition  of  ubbies;  and 
allhough  thereby  the  hmndndun  of  our  happy 
Refiinnntion  was  tsid.  yet  that  is  iniirely  owing 
tn  an-jther  cause,  and  in  no  wise  d-  the  pious 
intentions,  either  nfihiit  prince,  or  »f  ihuL  par- 
liiuiient.  ThiS'iirw  prerogative  was  at  first 
usi  d with  much  cnuiiim,  and  (hereby  the  fatnl 
teudenry  iherrof  was  not  to  soon  ducovered ; 
and  when  1.  e [osaession  ol  ibis  power  became 
sirengthened  in  die  crown  by  a continuance  of 
time,  and  tlie  acquicsceucc  of  the  oatinn,  it 
wus  much  more  dillicult  tu  get  rid  of  the  iiw 
novation,  than  it  was  et  first  tn  have  prevented 
the  some ; and  it  lias  been,  I presume,  ihoiigiit 
more  prudent  rn  continue  onr  acquiescence, 
whilst  die  inciiiiveiiieiicra  were  in  nny  m«i- 
tme  supportable,  rndwi  tliun  r-i  M.deiiviiur  to 
retrieve  this  m .si  vatuu  le  peit  uf  nur  aiirienc 
coiisCilutioTi  l.\  f.iree  of  aruis;  uidinngh  (bis 
remeily  hath  been  nsoried  to  frequently,  aud 
on  much  tiigbier  occas-oiis  in  niy  upinioa, 

But  I ciiUliiil  see,  dial  hoiii  u power  aoae- 
sumeil,  und  so  cuiitiiinrd.  it  will  fillow.  eiiber 
that  the  uovieiic  coii9li>ulio.i  was  w>,  nr  that  it 
ought  in  be  w si  ihia  d.iy;  iiml  I mini  say, 
dm  wliatcveV  nrvu.nems  can  lie  brought  to 
'^st^puft'tbiit  dodtrscie,'  w£ll''el{fidly  justify  die 
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«xerciK  of  iinj  other  part  of  arbitrary  power  ; 
for  upon  lire  starting  up  of  any  new  prerog»- 
Qve,  It  is  but  saying,  Tlmt  the  crown  hnd  al- 
ways a right  t»  ii,  although  it  was  never  cUinied 
or  exetciied  before ; and  there  iniy  be  parlin- 
nems  coinplaisnot  enough  to  acquiesce  therein, 
which  perhaps  might  be  ashemeil,  by  a new 

eipress  law,  bnrctuced  and  unuiasked,  to 
up  the  liberties  of  their  country ; and  I do  not 
see,  but  tlmt  this  would  be  as  good  a cotn- 
meBCfinent  for  any  new  prerogative,  os  the 
power  of  pmTOguing  at  first  hnd.  Let  gentle- 
men consider,  wh»t  the  ancient  laws  of  Eng- 
land were,  in  the  matter  of  imprisonments,  and 
wUnt  the  practice  was  for  some  time  before  the 
act'ef  Habeas  Corpus.  { hope  there  is  no 
Bricun  >o  abaiidoned  to  the  notions  of  slavery, 
as  to  alKmi,  that  it  ever  was  by  the  laws  nf 
England,  in  the  power  of  the  prince  to  im- 
prison any  of  his  subjects  during  Iiis  will  and 
pleasure,  and  without  any  reasons  assiened  i 
Thrv  were  to  be  imprisoned,  only,  when  legally 
cbnrgi-d  with  crimes,  and  were  either  to  be 
uieil  for  the  same,  or  released  from  liieir  im- 
prisonment, in  a reasonable  time;  and  as  to 
Uiii,  Che  act  of  Habeas  Corpus  "us  not  intro- 
duclive  of  a new  law,  but  declarntiic  nnly  of 
the  old : this  is  so  essential  to  the  beini*  of  u 
free  people,  that  it  must  be  agreed,  that  oar 
law  wus  always  thus;  1 nm  sure,  wicbout  it, 
our  condition  would  dilTer  little  from  the  slavery 
of  Turkey;  for  the  how-string  itscltj  a speedy 
deaili,  is  mercy,  wiien  compared  to  a lingering 
cuolinuioeni.  And  yet  it  is  certain,  that  be- 
fore tlie  act  nf  IlalKus  Corpus,  the  good  sub- 
jects of  England  were  sometimes  tlius  ar- 
biimrily  and  illegslly  imprisoned,  t»  gnitify  the 
avarice,  ambition,  malice,  or  revenue  ol  evil 
counsellors  and  wickeil  iiiinisters ; and  the  ad- 
vocates for  preroguiive  did  ns  strictly  insist  on 
Che  legality  of  this  nnwer,  as  they  did  on  any 
other  which  was  claimed  by  the  crown.  I 
cannot  indeed  tell  how  long  this  power  of  or- 
bicrory  unprisnoing  hnd  been  exercised,  but  I 
am  npi  to  believe  it  inny  vie  lor  antiquity, 
with  the  power  of  proroguing  parliaiiieiits. 

I must  also  put  eeiillemeii  in  mind  of  the 
prerogatives  claimed  and  exercised  by  king 
James  the  Sd,  to  dispense  with  the  laws,  to 
coininond  our  bishops  and  clergy  to  read  in 
their  churches  Ins  ili^al  prnclamuiions,  and  to 
euapend  and  imprison  ihein  lor  disubeying,  wii  li 
tiiany  ntliers  of  the  like  kind,  winch  are  recited 
by  the  Claim  <>f  Higfats;  niid  it  is  cerinin,  ihiil 
bid  we  not  been  rescued  by  ilic  Revolution,  ull 
these  and  many  more,  hud  been  guud  preroga- 
tivrs  at  this  day.  and  miglit  biive  been  all  of 
diein  supported  wicli  as  good  arguments,  ns 
any  can  be  used  for  (ho  power  of  proroguiog  in 
'he  reign  „f  Henry  (be  8th  ; mid  soine  of  iJteni 
with  as  good,  nny,  with  the  very  same  nrgu- 
Btents  as  are  used  for  the  legality  of  the  power 
M this  very  time.  1 Iwpe  tlrerefnre  we  shull 
be  very  cautious  of  admitting  such  urgumeiits, 
as  tend  natiimlly  w support  all  exir.tvagoncie* 
of  power  whatsoever,  and  to  let  in  upon  us  an 
»aundatioaofl>0p5f?swp!!g...,^:-;,,_j  1 1,:^-,., 
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Id  the  late  rei^tns,  and  in  pnrticulsrhy  the 
long  Peiitionary-Parlienicul,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  2d,  tlie  nation  becuiiie  very  seiisi- 
ble  of  the  mischievous  consequences,  which  liud 
already  happened,  and  the  more  falsi  which 
might  still  result,  from  the  dangrruus  breach 
which  had  been  made  in  our  ancient  consihu- 
tion  : It  was  now  evident  to  tbe  mealiest 
capacity,  That  a designing  prince,  who,  with 
tbe  assistance  of  a wicked  ministry,  should  be 
able,  after  several  trials,  at  last  to  procure  a 
parliament  to  his  purpose,  would  hive  the  li- 
iierties  of  bis  people  entirely  in  his  power,  niid 
might  govern  them  at  pleasure;  from  which 
Slate  of  slavery  it  was  evident,  that  ooibing 
less  tlian  n revolution  could  rescue  them;  uud 
if  they  failed  in  that  experiment,  that  then  their 
chains  would  be  riveted  for  ever,  tinder  this 
melancholy  prospect  nf  affairs  tbe  nation 
groaned,  and  complaints  were  heard  in  every 
corner  of  nur  streets ; and  even  the  very  pen- 
sioners in  that  narliameDt,  were  not  arrivM  to 
Such  a pitch  of  impiety,  as  to  take  pleasure  in 
the  drudgerv  they  had  engaged  in,  but  acted 
with  reluciaiicy  and  rrmnise,  and  as  we  have 
been  very  Initly  told  in  this  place,  bctr.iyed 
tile  cause  they  had  so  wickedly  espoused,  and 
frequently  gave  notice  to  the  iriends  of  Ene- 
luiid,  of  the  attempts  which  were  to  be  made 
oil  the  liberties  of  their  country.  This  Pen- 
vinnary  i'nriiniuciit  was  at  last  dissolved,  but 
□n  wbnt  views,  and  by  wliuc  advice,  I will  uoc 
pretend  to  say.  Certain  it  is,  that  that  prince 
never  hnd  it  allerwarils  in  his  power,  in  a par- 
liamentary way,  to  destroy  the  libmties  of  tbe 
people.  Tlie  resumption  of  charters  was  then 
pur  in  practice,  with  ineny  other  expedients, 
taw.ards  the  establishment  of  nn  absolute  mo- 
narchy, which  had  been  long  in  view;  But  by 
the  death  of  chat  priuce  and  the  nnskilful  con- 
duct of  his  next  successor,  an  end  was  put  to 
those  designs  for  that  time,  the  people  having 
onanrmausly  applied  the  only  remedy  in  such 
coses,  and  this  brought  about  the  late  happy 
Revolution. 

I have  been  often  surprised,  when  I reflected 
how  wanting  we  were  to  ourselves  upon  that 
turn,  in  not  retrieving  and  securing  for  ever, 
by  the  Claim  of  Rights,  our  ancient  cunstitution 
of  frequent  new  parliaments,  which,  in  my  poor 
opinion,  was  much  more  valuable  than  sdi  that 
we  claimed  besides;  but  sve  obtained  this  m 
pan,  by  the  act  pos-sed  in  the  6ch  year  of  tbe 
reign  of  king  William,  and  which  the  bill  be- 
fore us  is  intended  to  repeal;  for  by  that  act, 
we  are  to  Imre  new  parlmmems,  at  least  once 
in  three  years;  and  even  this  is  snch  a security 
to  the  Bntish  liberties,  that  ell  the  objeciious 
against  trieiiiiinl  elections  are  but  very  trifles, 
wlien  cnnipured  with  that : Tiierefore  I nm 
not  a little  su^rised,  when  I bear  gentlemen 
soy,  That  tii  Triemiial  Act  is  a new  coniiitn- 
liuii,  and  that  tbe  repeal  intended  thereof,  will 
Iks  but  restoring  tlie  king  ia  part  to  his  preroga- 
tives, and  setting  tbe  coiistituciou  a little  nearer 
to  what  it  anciently  was ; surriy  there  is 
r.notlwna  flwthw  fr>^,  tl|g-tfpf,h:9fn:the  fact: 
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Tiio  anckuL  coiutitoiiuu  was,  nt  least,  annual 
acw  parlianienu,nrul  cljis  was  broke  m upon, 
and  ibxi  breach  afterwards  coatiimed  in  llic 
manner  wbicli  1 have  alreaii;^  art  tortli : mid 
bjr  ibis  art  we  have  no  new  privileae  granted, 
Luc  only  restored  in  part  Cu  ttiuse  wbicli  wc  uJ- 
wajrs  had  a right  to.  Butaereit  ia  realitya 
new  grant : Siinll  we  give  it  up  unljr  to  enlarge 
the  prerogatives  of  die  crown?  Ala;  we  nut, 
in  the  same  way  of  rtasoiuDg.  gire  up  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  act,  and  nil  the  other  privileges 
and  nointiipitirs,  which  hiwe  been  obuiiied  to 
the  people  from  the  crown,  from  the  date  of 
Alagna  Cborta  to  this  very  day  ? This  surely 
lias  nut  beco  the  good  old  way  of  reasoning  in 
this  place,  and  1 presume,  it  will  meet  with  due 
discouragement  at  this  time.  1 hope  we  sLuil, 
on  this  and  all  utlier  occasions,  acquit  our- 
selves like  Britons,  aud  not  give  up,  in  com- 
plaisance to  any  ministry,  the  smallest,  much 
less  the  greatest  and  must  valuable  privilege  of 
ibuac  we  represent;  and  that  we  shall  have 
tlie  utiiiust  caution  in  malting  ony  step,  that 
may  huve  the  least  tendency  townrui  that 
sluvery,  from  whicli,  at  the  risk  of  a revolu- 
tiun,  aud  ilie  iiniueiuc  espence  of  blood  and 
treasure,  we  huia  so  lately  rescued  ourselves. 
I hope  yet  (olive  to  see  the  day,  when  our 
present  gracious  sovereign  kingOeurgetbo  1st, 
will  buve  itie  glury  to  cumpleie  the  entire  re- 
storing uf  our  ancient  cunscicutioii,  to  which 
bis  predeceisur  king  William  the  Sd,  hath 
made  such  a considerable  advance;  and  that 
iuste.id  nf  tnemiiiil,  ne  shall  have  annual  new 
purliumeuiB.  Then  indeeil  the  British  liberties 
will  he  founded  un  o ruck,  which  the  maciiiiia- 
tions  uf  (he  worst  ministries  will  never  be  able 
to  prevail  against ; aud  the  crown  will  he  fre- 
quently ami  faiibiully  informed  of  the  senti- 
meuis  uf  tnepeuplo,  and  be  thereby  eoahlcd  to 
preserve  with. them  thnl  conlideoce  and  good 
corrcspondeucc,  so  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  happiness  of  both:  To  tliis  1 may  udd, 
tlioi  the  incouvcnicucies  from  uiecDial  elec- 
tioos,  will  thereby  be  touch  more  eflectunlly 
redressed  aud  cured  than  ever  they  will  be,  by 
passing  the  bill  before  us  into  a lair.  Upon 
the  vgfiole  therefore,  I shall  lake  leave  Co  aflirm, 
That  we  hare  at  present  an  uiidisputable  right 
to  CrieiiDiRl  new  parliaments,  and  a very  just 
chum,  for  I know  of  no  law  that  has  depnved 
us  thereof,  to  aonunl  elections. 

But  1 Lave  somethiug  to  urge,  as  to  the 
breach  of  out  trust  in  the  passing  of  this  lew ; 
it  is  Agreed  on  all  sides,  that  whatever  the  an- 
cient constitadon  might  be,  yet  we  were  cboaes 
when  the  law  for  TOenoiol  Barlinments  was, 
as  it  is  still,  ill  force;  and  that  we  were,  ei|d 
could  be  choBen  Old  V for  the  term  ofclireeyeon, 
if  his  majesty  should  think  dt  co.cootinue  us  so 
bng;  tlierufure  to  continue  ouneivcs  for  a 
longer  term,  would  be  a manifest  deceiving  of 
those  who  cbose  us,  who  expected,  aud  could 
not  hut  expect,  at  the  end  of  three  yean  lo  Iiavc 
the  opporiuaity  ofa  new  choice,  and  to  nhrr 
where  they  fouucl  chemselvas  tniscohen.  It 
would  ivepy  .gy'EAt-  iqjwwxntoreiiaQy 
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thousands  of  others,  who  have  a right  to  oficr 
their  serviee  to  ibeir  country,  mid  woo,  for  ilie 
honor  of  the  nation,  1 am  willing  in  hope,  are 
lu  all  respects  equally  (jualilied  for  the  service 
with  us,  who  have  ut  present  the  honor  lo  fill 
those  seaLs 

If  this  bill  were  to  enlarge  only  tlie  contiuu- 
ance  of  futuic  parliatneius,  I should  give  my 
negaiiie  to  it  for  the  reasons  I have  already 
meiitioned,  anti  yet  in  tb.-ii  cose  the  electors 
would  Imve  a fair  warning  fur  what  lioie  they 
w ere  lo  chute,  und  those  elected,  would  he  tru- 
ly aud  pr,iperiy  the  representatives  oi'ihe  peo- 
ple; which  1 conceive  cannot  be  said  with 
truth  of  the  present  Psriiameiit,  if  they  should 
be  roncinued  beyond  tlic  ciiree  years;  this,  to 
me,  is  an  insupemhleobjcctiau  against  this  part 
of  ihe  bill ; for  if  we  may  add  four  years  in  our 
present  term,  may  we  not  add  forty,  may  we 
not  make  ourselves  perpetual : or  even  e*dn- 
guish  parliaments  themselves?  Nay,  what  isit 
which  we  may  not  do,  or,  after  this  step,  wliat 
is  it  which  the  people  of  Great  Britaio  may  not 
apprehend  that  we  will  d«?  Can  we  do  any 
thing  mncli  worse,  than  to  subvert  one  of  tlie 
three  estates  of  the  realm,  and  to  substitute  a 
new  Que  in  the  place  ibereof,  and  iusicad  of  a 
House  of  Commons  by  the  choice  of  the  people, 
Bs  it  always  has  been,  and  ever  ought  lo  be,  to 
establish  a new  kind  of  House  DfCiiiomons,asd 
tilt  now  unheard  of,  by  net  of  Parliament? 

The  great  partiality  which  el!  parties  in  their 
turns  have  shewn  in  tlie  determinaiiou  of  elec- 
tions, has  heeu  lou  long  the  general  complaint, 
aud  one  of  the  greatest  blemishes  on  the  justice 
and  conduct  of  the  House  of  Cumnions ; and  it 
is  certainly  a crying  wickedness,  and  a muse 
dangerous  practice ; therefore  1 am  wiUiug  to 
hope  (hut  >vc  shall  not,  by  giving  our  consent 
unto  the  bill  before  us,  oot-do  all  that  ever  was 
doue  of  tills  kind  by  former  parliuinrnts.  They 
have  chosen  only  SO  or  40  members  for  some 
particular  pieces,  wliicli  is  a trilling  peccadillo 
to  what  is  now  attempted,  1 mean  the  chasing 
of  568  at  once,  for  the  whole  natbn. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  who  have  spoke  in 
ibe  debate,  ‘ That  we  are  efao^  with  full 
‘ power  to  consent  to  such  laws  as  we  shall 
‘ judge  for  the  benefit  of  the  untion  ; that  there 
‘ are  no  restrictions  or  limitatioos  in  our  pow- 
‘ er« ; and  that  therefore  wc  may  pass  such  new 
* laws,  or  repeal  such  old  ones,  aud  the  Trien- 
‘ nial  Act,  as  well  as  any  other,  as  we  shall 
■ think  expedient;  imd  that  by  a repeal  uf  the 
‘ Triennial  Act,  we  shall,  after  the  three  years, 
‘ still  continue  to  be  the  represeniatives  of  the 
‘ people  by  virtne  of  their  former  choice,  wiil^ 
‘ out  anv  new  election  for  that  purpose.’  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  a plain  begging  ofiheqnes- 
tiun,  and  a very  fullsciuus  way  ofl  casoiiiug.  i 
cotistitote  a penon  iny  attorney,  with  very  large 
and  geoernl  powers  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
I and,  nu  diiubr,  what  he  shall  do  pursuant  to 
I those  poweis,  during  that  term,  shall  hind  me, 
I but  wlutt  he  sludl  afterwards  do  is  vukl ; and  it 
1 cnniiut  be  said,  that  by  ibe  geuural  words  of 
|..d«iKiC  aJi  act  .vui  BUa-ioiimyi  wane,  that  he  i* 
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cRable<l  to  add  four  years  more  to  the  contimi- 
ti>ce  at'  bis  }>ower.  I knovr  there  are  great  dU- 
perities  beltreeii  such  powers,  aud  those  givreu 
by  the  people  to  ibeir  represematires  iu  par- 
liBtitent;  but  yet  I tliiok,  that  to  the  purpose  I 
intend  it,  the  parallel  will  liuld.  I will  readily 
agree,  ihnt  the  powers  .given  by  the  people  to 
tbeir  representatives  are  very  huge,  but  i can 
by  no  means  go  the  length  of  some  gentlemen, 
to  thuik  them  absolutely  ualimlled,  or  that  such 
ill  use  may  not  be  made  of  this  power,  as  to 
amount  to'  a fotfeicure  thereof^ 

Our  histories  are  full  of  instniiccs,  and  we 
have  n very  late  one,  that  kings  tlieinselres  may 
be  guilty  of  such  mi  abase  of  their  power,  as  to 
lurleil  ibe  same,  and  give  the  people  a right  to 
a new  choige,  and  it  will  iKit,  it  cannot  be  said, 
that  tbe'imin^iate  creatures  of  the  people,  who 
ha<e  no  pretence  to  power,  hut.by  dclegatioo 
from  them,  arc  more  absolutely  tlieir  maaien, 
or  more  .independent  than  the  crown  itself: 
pray  consider,  whether  «e  can  be  guilty  of  a 
greater  provocation  to  those  wcieprasent,  than 
to  deprive  them  for  any  lime  of  lieing  repre- 
lented  by  their  own  choice,  nnd  to  cbniige  the 
ancient  third  estate  of  the  uaiion,  into  a new 
invented  one,  unknown  to  firmer  ages;  and 
whether  they  will  ibbk  a little  sophistry,  and  a 
fenfinesses  of  arguments,  a sufficient  reparation 
for  an  injury  of  so  high  a nature. 

But  t hare  a much  stronger  objection  against 
this  part  uf  the  bill,  and  cannot  help  being  yet 
of  opinion,  ihiit  if  it  should  go  through  ail  the 
forms  ufan  act  of  parliament,  pass  both  Houses, 
and  have  the  royal  assent,  that  it  will  sail  re- 
mltin  a dead  letter,  artd  not. obtain  the  force  of 
a law;  fur  I um  warrametf  by  one  of  our  great* 
est  lawyers  to  nffinn,  ‘ that  an  act  ofparlinnieut 
‘ may  he  void  in  ils^f;'  and  if  there  are  any 
cases  out  of  the  teach  of  the  legislature,  this 
DOW  belbre  us  must  be  admitted  to  be  une ; for 
what  can  be  more  against  i:ommun  sense  and 
reason  than  to  be  afelo  de  se,  to.  destroy  that 
GODslitulioii,  or  any  essential  part  thereof,  upon 
which  our  esisience  in  our  political  capacity 
■depends.  J am  also  suppottM  in  iliis  % the 
auiboiity  uf  learned  divines ; 1 shall  mention 
but  one,  and  I speak  it  for  his  honour,  tlie  pre- 
KQC  bishop  of  Bangor,  who  has  unanswerably 
made  it  evident,  ‘ that  ail  people  bare  natural 
‘ tights,  and  that  a free  peuple'have  legal  ones, 

‘ which  they  mayjustly£nainMia,alid  whiebno 
‘ legislative  autJiority  ivbatsoever  can  deprive 
‘ them  of.’  And  can  a free  people  have  a more 
valuable  right,  (baa  that  of  ^iug  fairly  and  fre- 
quently represented  in  narliameni,  by  persons 
of  their  own  chusing  1 'I'his  surely  is  a right  as 
Ttluuhle  as  liberty  itself,  being  absoluiely  ne-  ' 
ccssary  to  llie  subsiitance  and  coutiuuance 
thereof. 

For  (be  sake  of  those  gentlemen  who  seem  so 
very  fond  oriheunlimiied  power  of  parliaineots, 
(and  by  which  only  (lieycan  support  the  validity 
of  such  a law,  as  the  bill  before  us  is  intended 
to  iiitrodure)  I shall  mculion  some  cases,  to 
which  they  theinselves  will  agree,  tliat  this  un- 
luuued power dotl^ao^cBiuiocetitei^.  ,^.for. 


17 18.— wt  the  House  of  Conimoiu,  [S50 

instance,  suppose,  instead  of  the  hill  before  us, 
we  should  puss  a law,  as  was  done  iu  llie  reign 
of  UichanI  the  2nd  (the  worst  prince  that  ever 
sat  upon  the  English  throne)  that  the  power  of 
both  Houses  should  be  vested  in  twelve  itreac 
lords!  or,  as  was  done  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  8th  (the  &rst  prornguer  of  parUnments)  that 
Che  king's  proclamation,  with  the  consent  of  the 
privy  council,  should  have  the  force  of  law : Or, 
ns  in  3641,  that  the  parliament  should  nut  be 
dissolved  or  prorogued  without  their  own  con- 
sents; such  laws  as  these,  through  oppression 
and  violence,  have  been  for  some  time  suhmic* 
ted  to ; but  surely  no  geniieman  will  say,  that 
they  ever  were,  or  should  ahey  be  now  re- 
enacted, tiint  t'oey  wouhl  be  legally  in  force; 
fur  if  so,  the  parliameut  of  1C41  -is  still  in  being, 
for  I never  henrd  that  they  gate  tlieir  consents 
to  their  own  dissolution. 

I will  suppose  one  case  more,  which  has  never 
happened,  and  Cod  ihibid  it  ever  sliould  ! tliat 
aa  act  of  parliament  should  pass  Co  vest  the 
whole  legislative  authority  iu  the  single  person 
of  the  pciuce,  to  cluath  him  with  an  absolute 
dictatorial  power,  to  ealingutsb  for  the*  future 
both  Houses  nf  Parliament,  and  ail  other  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people,  and  to  put  all 
things  hereafici-  iutirely  into  the  power,  ami  to 
he  disposed  of  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
prince.  1 am  sure  no  true  Briton  will  ever  say, 
that  such  an  act  of  parliament  as  this  would 
' have  the  least  validity  or  force,  or  be  any  wise 
binding  uu  the  people ; I am  sure  it  would  not, 
but  instead  thereof  would,  in  due  rime,  expose 
the  authors  of  it  to  the  vengeance  of  an  injured 
nation;  which  I think  is  a full  proof  of  what 
1 have  affirmed,  That  the  powers  given  by  the 
people  tu  their  representatives,  are  not  ab- 
solutely unlimited;  nor  the  power  of  the  par- 
liament itself  so  umnipoteiiC,  as  some  are 
willing  to  suppose  it : I therefore  hope  iiu  one 
will  endeavour  to  support  this  hilt  oy  such  ar- 
guments as  will  equally  su|ipoit  the  bases  1 have 
mentioned,  and  lead  us  into  the  musedangerous 
aud  unwarranted  patlis ; and  on  this  occasion 
1 shall  take  leave  to  put  gentlemen  in  mind, 
that  France,  Denmark,  and  Sweden  were  for- 
merly free  nations  ; and  what  llicir  present 
Htuation  is,  and  bow  they  have  been  reduced 
thereto,  is  too  well  known  u need  t"  be  repeated. 

I liBvebeco  often  much  surprised  at  the  bold- 
Dsss  of  the  liotnau  clergy,  in  ialroduciiig  the 
doctrine orTransobsiaatialion  ; liutt  tlicyciiuld 
have  hoped  to  prevail  with  tlieir  good  subjecu 
the  laity,  to  believe  so  monstrous  an  absuraity, 
and  did  not  rather  dread  that  k would  stagger 
their  obedience,  and  occasion  a general  revolt. 
But  our  hklories  inform  us,  That  this  was  done 
inaungeof  the  grossest  ignorance,  aod  of  the 
greatest  corruption  of  manners ; A proper  sea- 
son for  Mich  an  undertaking ! Accordingly  the 
Popish  clergy  laid  liold  thereof,  well  knowing, 
chat  if  they  succeedeil  in  this,  their  empire  was 
secured,  and  implicit  failli,  niihoul  reserve, 
would  be  thereby  foe  ever  estaUiislied  ; it  be- 
ing evideai,  That  if  this  piurtigioua  camel  was 
01^  twallow.ed  ,di|wo,  k w^  iippossible  after- 
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wards  that  uny  thiog  coul'I  iticL-.  I cannot  sup- 
pose, i)U7,iCwere  mnnstraus  to  suppose,  time 
our  present  virtuous  and  nneorrupt  ministrY, 
can,  li;  ibe  passiug  of  (his  bill,  have  any  design 
in  view  puratlel  lo  that  of  the  Romish  clergy, 
to  plain  thereby  the  nay  to  some  other  laws, 
winch  inav  he  chouglil  necessary  to  the  full  es- 
tablisl.tDL'nt  o(  their  p«vrer»  ' No  certainly; 
chev  are  too  well  SHiished  of  the  uprightness  of 
tlielr  coiiiluct,  (n  stand  in  need  of  any  indirect 
supports,  and  too  pe-ietrst'iig,  in  thiak  ciiey 
could  obtain  them  in  a parlinmenl,  uhere  the 
majoiitv  arc  so  entirely  independent  of  ibem, 
and  ivliu,  in  the  present  and  former  purlianieots, 
have  approved  themselves  chauipious  for  the 
liberties  of  their  country  c Besides,  lliu  present 
is  so  far  from  being  an  age  uf  the  grossest  ig- 
norance, that  never  was  learning  at  W high  a 
pitch,  nor  men  arrived  to  so  noble  a wny  of 
fr«e-thinkini>,  that  our  motto  may  justly  be, 
‘ Nnlumus  jurar»-  in  verhn  magistn  i'  We  scorn 
the  musty  suyiugs  of  antiquity,  and  tvill  in  no- 
thing lie  pinned  down  by  the  dictates  of  the 
learned,  of  this  or  of  any  other  iige ; tlierefore 
it  is  impoiihle  to  suppose  nuy  such  design  in 
the  hill  before  us,  and  yet  1 am  very  sorry  it 
batli  been  attempted,  and  hope  it  will  never 
pass,  for  tlie  reasons  1 have  already  meritioned ; 
and  iilso  Icsritslioutd  give  too  greet  a handle 
to  people  wiiiiout  dours,  to  entertain  untoward 
jealou^cs,  and  surmises,  wiin  mny  be  apt  to  say. 
That  those  niui  can  compliment  a ministry 
with  such  a law,  can  never  al'tern  ards  refuse 
ihcoi  any  tiling. 

I shall,  oo  this  ocensioo,  put  gentlemen  in 
mind  of  the  great  debt  with  which  the  nation 
is  incumbered  ; a burthen  which  is  almost  be- 
come insupporinhle,  nud  ready  to  crush  us  into 
ruin  ; and  yet,  to  our  great  misfortune,  instead 
of  diminishing  it  is  daily  increasing.  I have 
long  observed  tJie  fntal  methods  by  which  this 
mischief  was  brought  upon  us  : 1 was  indeed 
in  great  hopes,  lime  the  putting  an  eternal  stop 
to  the  farther  increase  of  our  debt,  and  the 
settling  the  most  proper  measures  for  the  les- 
sening thereof,  iu  such  proportions  as  in  a rea- 
sonnble  time  m^ht  entirely  discharge  the  same, 
would  have  been  the  very  hrst  work  of  the  pre- 
sent parliiiment,  as  it  was  the  most  valuable  for 
the  interest  of  the  nation  ; but  I am  sorry  to 
see  It  has  hnherto  given  way  to  so  many  other 
considcmiious,  which,  linw  hopurtant  soever, 
they  may  be  thought,  1 ivill  be  bold  to  say, 
when  cnmpnred  to  this,  are  but  like  the  tything 
of  mint  and  cbmmin,  to  the  wcigliiier  things  of 
the  law.  Surely  something  must,  and  very  soon 
too,  bedone  in  this  matter ; tor  I am  persuaded 
no  man  can  be  so  wicke^  as  to  entertain  a 
thought  of  declaring  the  natitm  bankrupt,  and 
payingofT this  debt  witii  aspunge  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  thousands  of  families ; and  ns  little  can 
Isupposeanyinaiiso  stupid  as  to  sleep  securely, 
whilst  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  thereby 
his  owo,  and  the  property  of  every  single  per- 
son III  ilic  iiution,  is  in  the  most  precarious  si- 
tuaiiuii  ; for,  should  we,  loaded  as  we  are,  be 
aiigaged  in  o,-n«w  vr.w'7Uihw>’pofl®riW.«aftinyr 
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must  we  not  either  submit  to  all  the  unrensona- 
bte  impositions  of  such  an  enemy,  or  &nd  some 
extraordinai-y  means  to  support  such  au  ex- 
pensive ivarl  Will  it  not  tlierefore  be  our  wis-  , 
dom  to  put  our  affairs,  as  souii  ns  possible,  on  ‘ 
such  a foot  as  to  make  the  second  part  of  the 
dilcinina  practicable,  withnuc  referring  to  so 
black  an  injustice  as  that  I have  hinted  at, 
cither  of  spunging  out  nil  ciur  past  debts,  or  at 
least  uf  bortowing  the  funds  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  during  the  cuntinuance  of  such  a war  ? - 
This  surely  is  a sobject  of  such  importanct,  I 
that  it  will  justify  the  speakingof  it,  either  sea-  j 
soiiably  or  not;  nay,  1 think  it  never  ought  to  j 
be  out  uf  our  minds,  till  soinethiugvcry  effectual 
be  dune  therein  ; but  I inentiim  it  chiedy  at 
this  time,  to  divert  gentlemen  from  passing  die 
hill  before  us,  and  cnnlinuing  the  piesenc  par- 
liament beyond  the  term  of  tliree  years  ; lest 
what  shall  be  afterwards  done  in  so  great  and  so 
good  a work  by  this  pariiament,  if  continued,  ' 
may  be  liable  to  objection,  fniin  ihe  doubts 
which  tlie  nation  may  have  uf  the  legality  of 
such  a parliament ; and  dor  die  same  purpose 
I shall  observe,  that  we  seem  pinioned  down 
for  a long  tract  of  years,  uud  indeed  for  ever, 
in  theiMediods  we  proceed  in,  to  a Laud  Tax  of 
two  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  to  the  Malt,  to 
support  such  a fleet,  and  such  guards  and  gar- 
risons, as  iu  the  profuundest  peace,  1 presume, 
will  be  always  esteemed  necrssary.  The  an- 
cient revenues  of  the  crown,  applicable  to  these 
purposes,  have  long  since  been  mortgaged  and 
sold  away,  and  if  our  present  unhappy  divisions,  , 
should  for  some  time  require  a greater  force, 
for  the  quiet  and  security  uf  the  nation,  even 
iu  limes  of  peace,  it  is  easy  to  compute  bow 
much  higher  the  aforesaid  tuxes  will  rise. 

Let  gentlemen  seriously  consider,  v»heilier  it  , 
will  not  greatly  increase  the  uneasiness  of  the  | 

ale,  onder  such  heavy  burthens,  if  they 
they  are  laid  upon  them  by  represen- 
tatives whom  they  never  chose.  For  my  own 
part,  I deead  the  consequence  of  such  a law,  as 
that  which  we  are  now  about,  and  doubt  it  can- 
not be  Jong  supported  in  any  utlier  manner, 
than  those  I extraordinary  laws  were  for  some 
time,  vvhicb  I have  already  mentioned;  and  I 
am  persuaded,  it  is  far  from  the  drsigri  of  any 
in  this  House,  that  tliislaw,  if  it  pass,  slioulil  lie  i 
supported  in  tlidt  way;  and  to  makea  standing  ^ 
army  necessary  only  to  support  a standing  par- 
liament ; for  to  me  they  seem  to  he  sister  twins, 
which  con  only  live,  and  must  die  together. 

1 have  now  given  my  several  reasons  against  y 
this  hill,  wliicb  appear  to  me  so  strong,  as  ] 
would  engage  my  negative  to  it,  were  it  even  in  ,, 
some  measure  conducive  lo  the  ends  whidi  are  , 
pretended : but  much  mure  when  i am  iho-  ii 
roughly  cunvinced,  that  it  is  so  for  frum  ptu-  ^ 
motiiig  those  ends,  tliat  if  ever  it  pass  into  a i 
law,  it  will  have  u tendency  directly  contrsiy.  j 
It  has  been  said,  ‘ That  three  yean  is  mo  j 
' short  a time  to  effect  any  thing  of  gieutmo-  1 
‘ muot  for  the  service  and  benefit  of  ihe  ua- 
‘ tion : I'nat  the  first  sessions  is  gcoerallv  spent  J 
,‘iwdnW««l.?(wy,,ia  ;Sh9vj6»rauaauon  «* 
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' deciioDs ; in  tli«  second  something  is  done  ; 

■ but  tliRC  tiie  leic  sessions  u usunll;  as  mucli 

• lost  as  cbe  KrsC,  geucleroeii's  minds  rnuning  so 

• mucli  on  the  ensuing  election,  as  to  tbink  of 
‘ nothing  else ; and  the  fear  also  of  disobliging 
' their  deciors,  on  so  near  n view  of  a ucvr 
' choke,  beoomes  a very  great  bias  Co  tbeir 

■ conduct  in  farliameot,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

• public  service  ; so  that  in  this  short  term  of 

■ three  years,  there  is  little  more  than  the  work 
' of  one  year  done.' 

I am  not  a little  surprised,  chat  such  asset- 
ciuns  as  these  should  be  made  use  of  as  argu> 
tnents  against  Triennial  Parlbaients;  becansc 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  pToleitatio  (OAira/aetum, 
as  was  said  by  a very  great  man  of  Dr.  Socbe* 
serel’s  speecli.  It  is  evident,  that  the  business 
of  the  public  was  carried  on  for  some  hundreds 
of  years  by  annual  Parliaments  only,  and  our 
histories  for  that  time  do  not  acquaint  us  with 
any  cnmplaiou  made  of  the  shortness  of  tlteir 
duration : And  is  it  not  most  nncorious,  that 
there  never  were  such  great  things  done  by  any 
parliament,  os  by  those  wiiich  have  been  holden 
siace  the  Triennial  Act  i Was  ever  a war  so 
long  and  so  successfully  carried  on  bel'ore,  and 
in  which  this  nation  bore  so  great  a proportion 
of  expence  ? Were  ever  sums  so  amazingly 

Kint,  given  by  any  parliamenc  or  parliatnema 
furv,  in  the  like  compass  of  time,  ns  has  been 
done  by  these  Triennial  Parlinments^  I affirm, 
there  has  been  wore  given  by  them  for  the  sup- 
ply of  a single  year,  than  was  gireu  in  the  whole 
rcigii.  of  any  of  the  predecessors  of  the  late  king 
William  tlio  third,  nnd  (lint  the  ezpence  of  the 
public  service,  siuce  the  Revolution,  lius  amount- 
ed to  mure  than  it  did  frum  the  first  fnundntion 
of  the  English  monarchy  down  to  chut  time  ; 
and  I will  venture  to  add,  that  they  were  such 
snppliet,  as  could  have  been  raised  only  by  par- 
lismcnu  of  a short  coutinnauce  ; for  it  is  not 
Hpposable,  that  the  nation  would  have  remain- 
ed quiet  under  such  heavy  taxes,  had  the  same 
been  imposed  by  a long  PensionWry  Parliament, 
tneb  as  chat  of  king  Charles  the  second  j hut, 
when  tliey  vrere  convinced  of  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  such  supplies,  from  the  concurring 
•entiments  of  frequent  new  parliameois,  they 
Were  by  this,  and,  by  this  method  Only,  could 
have  beeu  disposed  to  the  cheerful  payment  of 
Chesame;  when  this  is  seriously  considered,  1 
am  persuaded  that  uo  gentleman  will  say,  That 
Triennial  Pnriiamems  are  incapable  of  doing 
S^ac  things,  when  it  is  true  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  coutredkeion,  that  they  have  actually 
done  much  grealer  ibings  than  were  uver  dons 
hy  parliaincnis  before : Let  us  but  compute 
•bet  was  done  by  the  long  Pensionary  Parlio- 
^it  of  king  Charles  tbe  second,  and  whne  has 
hecii  done  in  a like  imniber  of  years  by  Trieii- 
'hul  Parliaments,  and  then  the  preference  will 
« easily  deiermined : And  surely  arguments 
wiin  matters  of  fact,  nud  long  experience, 

^"Rhc  to  be  ufmuch  greater  weigtieibau  tlwse, 

*hich  depend  only  on  conjectural  and  ill- 
pounded  sumisei,  and  a fiwciful  way  of  ‘roa- 

*Oning.  . iiiite.l  i*ia^  (i'^irise;  i*'. v-i': 
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1 will  agree,  Chnt  much  lime  is  spent,  not 
only  in  Che  first  but  in  the  second  year,  in  the 
deienDinatkm  of  elections;  but  if  these  were 
all,  without  distincctaii,left  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  that,  it  would  not  make  so  great  a 
part  of  tbe  business  of  the  Ilonse,  as  it  has  of 
late  years  done:  And  if  the  right  of  alection  for 
the  several  cities  and  borouglts  were  unalterably 
fixed,  and  nut  changed  from  time  to  lime,  with 
respect  to  (he  petitioners  and  sitting  members, 
tbe  work,  even  of  the  Commiitee,  would  be 
greatly  lessened : And  I must  say.  Iliac  when- 
ever gentlemen  ore  in  earnest  disposed  tn  cure 
this  evil,  it  may  be  done  to  tlie  honour  and  re- 
puiatioD  of  future  parliaments,  and  to  the  sav- 
ing nine  parts  in  ten  of  that  lime,  which  has  of 
lace  years  been  consumed  in  the  busiuess  of 
ctectiona ; and  therelbre,  surely  this  incon- 
venience can  be  no  ubjectioo  against  Triennial 
parliaments,  which  is  not  owing  to  that,  but  to 
very  different  causes ; and  which  cuiinot  possi- 
bly be  cured  by  the  repeal  of  cbe  Triennial  Act ; 
bat  mny  be  dune,  if  not  entirely,  yet  in  a great 
measure,  by  proper  provisions  for  that  purpose. 

As  CO  the  inconveniencies  suggesteo  to  tbe 
third  sessions  of  parliament,  from  the  sear  ap- 
proach of  a new  choice:  It  will  be  much  (he 
same  against  the  second  sessions,  in  which  some- 
thing of  busiaess  is  admitted  to  be  done ; for  I 
see  but  little  difTerence  between  the  iiifluence 
which  the  prospect  of  a new  choice  will  have  at 
tile  eod  of  one,  or  at  (be  end  of  two  yean. 
The  objection  tberafore,  ns  to  this  purpose,  is 
altc^eiher  trifling ; but  I will  ngree,  tlmt  it  has 
its  weight,  if  it  be  urged  for  the  long  conti- 
nuance ; and  greater  still,  if  it  be  urged  for  tbe 
perpetuating  the  preseoC  parliamenc;  for  then 
indeed,  geiiilemeu  would  be  freed  from  nil 
anxiety  auouc  a future  election,  and  wnuld  ^ 
uoder  no  restraints,  nor  have  any  bias  on  their 
minds  from  the  sentiments  of  those  who  chose 
chim ; but  surely  it  ought  not  to  be  thus,  nor  is 
this  a compliment  fit  to  be  made  to  the  electors 
of  Great  Britain,  and  is  far  from  being  a suita- 
ble return  for  the  honour  they  have  done  us  ; 
and  it  is  monstrous  to  suppose,  Uiac  we  should 
render  ourselves  disagreeable  to  tbe  people,  by 
n faithful  discharge  of  our  duty,  nnd  doing  that 
which  is  best  for  (be  interest  of  l!ie  nulion. 

Surely  we  ourselves,  in  tbe  first  part  of  this 
our  first  sessions,  notwithsianding  ^ the  time 
spent  in  the  determination  of  etMiions,  have 
been  able  to  find  time  to  give  all  lire  necessary 
supplies  for  the  service  of  the  nation  ; but  per- 
haps we  have  rasde  some  discoTeries  in  this  age 
uuknuwn  to  fiirmcr  ones,  we  have  a glimpse  of 
some  light  undescribed  before,  yet  it  will  sciil 
be  true,  that  this  light  has  sprung  up  but  very 
lately  ainung  us.  And  alibough  ibis  considera- 
tion cannot  weaken  ^le  rem  strength  of  the 
a^umenc,  yet  it  lays  it  under  tlie  impotstioB  of 
novelty,  and  will  be  a full  justification  of  cbe 
integrity,  if  not  of  tbe  sagacity,  of  those  wbo 
shall  persevere  in  clidr  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Asia  the  failure  in  the I'clcnniiil  Act,  of  an- 
swering the  expectations  of  the  narion,  it  baa 
Heisfi cmlysiser^'i»'geki»al''ti»i;iiV^^  ca*- 

2A 


S55]  PARL.  HISTORY,  2 Geobbs  I. 

nsceaeil;  guess  at  nliat  » porticulariy  meant; 
Ibr  it  has  certainly  answered  all  tbe  ends  which, 
from  the  preamble  of  the  aot,  we  can  appre* 
hend  to  have  been  expected  by  tlie  makers 
thereof,  or  which  indeed,  in  tbe  nntureofthe 
tbioa,  could  have  been  expected  from  it ; for 
surely  the  grievance  which  bad  been  felt,  of  a 
very  long  parliauienc,is  tliereby  redressed,  and 
the  constitution  of  frequent  new  Parliaments,  in 
part,  retrieved,  and  brought  nearer  to  what  it 
anciently  ontl  originally  was. 

As  to  tbe  increase  ofbribery  and  corruption  in 
elections,  since  tbeTriennia!  Act,  it  is  impossi- 
ble it  can  be  owing  to  that  law,  or  that  it  would 
be  any  wise  diminished  by  a repeal  thereof; 
and  in  fact,  the  increase  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  elections  may  have  happened  since 
that  Ian,  and  yet  be  no  wise  a consequence 
thereof ; it  is  contrary  to  common  sense  to 
imagine,  that  those  wlio  would  purcliase  their 
seats  in  parliament,  would  give  more  for  a tri- 
ennial than  for  aseptennial  one,  or  for  a conti- 
nuance during  life  f or  tliat  such  electors,  who 
will  sell  their  voices,  have  not  arithmetic  enough 
to  proportion  their  prices,  to  the  times  they  chose 
their  representatives  for  ; therefore  this  objec- 
tion against  the  Triennial  Act  is  certainly  very 
frivolous,  unless  something  much  farther  he  in- 
tended, tbeu  1 believe  any  Briton  has  yet  the 
courage  to  ipeah  out,  I mean,  unless  it  be  in- 
tended, before  the  expiration  of  the  seven  years, 
to  add  a further  term  by  another  act,  and  so 
on  ; then  indeed  there  u an  effectual  stop  put 
to  all  future  bribery  and  corruption  iu  elections, 
and  tbe  last  eleciicm  which  tbe  people  bad,  was 
to  be  tbe  last  they  ever  were  to  have. 

This  brings  to  my  mind  a very  scandalous 
pamphlet,  which  came  out  a little  before  the 
elecliun  of  the  preseotparliameiit.  I think  the 
title  of  it  is  “ English  Advice  to  tliu  Freeholders 
of  England.  ’’  This  author  takes  great  pains 
to  divert  the  people  of  England  from  chusing  a 
certain  party  of  men,  whom  he  unjusdy  paints 
in  very  Wck  colours  ; and,  amongst  othem, 
there  is  an  expression  to  this  effect : ‘ Do  not 

* give  your  vote  for  emc  of  these  people,  whai- 

* ever  Uiey  may  offer  you,  for  depeud  upon  it,  if 
‘ there  should  Se  a majority  of  them  in  parlia- 

* tneut,  it  isthe  last  vote  you  will  ever  have  the 
‘ opportunity  to  give.’  1 am  persuaded,  it  is 
far  from  tbo  intentions  of  any  gentleman  here, 
to  contflbute  to  the  credit  and  reputation  of 
that  author,  by  giving  even  a colour  of  proba- 
bility to  the  truth  of  any  nf  his  predictions;  and 
this  1 hope  will  also  have  some  weight  to  pre- 
vent e repeal  of  the  Triennial  act;  since  that 
will  have  tbe  air  of  the  first  bold  step  towards 
the  fulhlling  Ilf  this  wicked  prophecy;  and  the 
luukiuE  use  uftlte  argument  1 have  beeiien- 
deavuurmg  tu  explode,  will  nota  little  heighten 
the  suspicinn  : it  being  eviilently  of  no  force,  iu 
any  other  view,  hut  that  of  carrying  the  matter 
to  the  length  which  this  author  has  foretold. 
But  surely  gentlemen  need  not  thus  Imut  about 
either  for  the  cause  or  tbe  cure  of  bribery  and 
corruption  ill  eleclioDS. 

Oathnfatehi<p^y-K«<ruhiut«,-bv  wlnch''Ow* 
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religion  and  liberties  were  preserved,  we  were 
unavoidably  engaged  in  avery  expensive  war; 
and  bad  it  been  carried  on  by  supplies  within 
tbe  year,  ss  h is  evident  it  inighthave  been,  onv 
war  and  our  taxes  would  have  ended  together; 
and  we  should  have  been  then  as  able,  when 
justly  provoked  thereto,  to  begin  the  second 
war,  as  we  were  to  undertake  a first.  But,  uo- 
hsppily  for  England,  this  method  was  not  pur- 
sued, but  instead  thereof  the  nation  was  by 
' piece-meal  exposed  to  sale ; and  execrable 
surely  will  their  nemes  be  to  latest  poster!^, 
wbont  first  began,  urhave  been since.llie chief 
supporters  of  ibis  accursed  practice,  by  which 
one  third  part  at  least  of  tbe  great  sums  given, 
have  been  lost  to  the  service  of  tbe  iiatiou, 
which  now  remaius  loaded  with  a debt  of  fifty 
millions;  besides,  at  least  the  sum  of  seventy 
inillious,  which  has  been  actually  raised  and 
paid.  From  heoce  it  followed,  that  by  the 
great  burtheos  on  our  trade,  a new  spring  of 
commerce  more  secure  and  hcneficiaf  having 
arisen,  I mean  the  public  funds,  almost  the 
whole  numerous  body  of  our  wealthy  English 
merchant,  who  were  formerly  the  glory  of  our 
own,  and  the  envy  of  other  nations,  have  thrown 
all  their  money  into  this  new  channel,  and  have 
left  the  ancient  trade,  from  which  only  tbe 
wealth  of  tbe  nation  can  arise,  to  be  carried  on 
by  men  of  small  fortunes,  who,  trading  only 
upon  credit,  are  little  more  than  factors  for  the 
manufacturers  of  England,  who  by  this  unna- 
tural transmigrotioo,  are  now  become  the  mer- 
chants of  the  kingdom ; and  under  these  dis- 
advantsges.a  great  part  of  our  trade,  which  was 
formerly  carried  on  with  vigour  by  our  own,  is 
DOW  fallen  into  the  hands  of  foreign  wealthy 
merchants,  nndl  am  afraid  irreparably  lost  to 
ns  f the  inevitable  consequence  of  which  bath 
been,  ruin  to  tliousaiids  and  thousands  of  Bri- 
tish families.  And  it  is  as  evident,  that  by  the 
long  continuance  of  the  land  and  male  taxes, 
and  tbe  high  prices  of  all  things,  by  the  addi- 
tion ofnew  excises,  the  greater  part  of  the  mid- 
dling gentry  of  the  kiugnum  are  half  undone, 
and  even  our  greatest  commoners,  and  the  no- 
bility ibeiuselrea,  have  very  sensibly  felt  these 
pressures  upon  the  public ; and  if  the  distress, 
more  or  less,  has  become  aliruMt  universal,  no 
wonder  if  it  has  plained  the  way  to  bribery  and 
corruption,  and  disposed  those  who  had  tbe  op- 
portunities of  doing  it,  to  partake  of  the  gencnl 
plunder,  and  to  repair  their  own  at  the  expence 
of  the  public  losses. 

'.^e  ftmds,  as  I am  informed,  prodoce  above 
three  millions  yearly,  towards  the  interest,  and 
sinking  of  some  part  of  the  principalofour  debts 
I this  great  additional  revenue,  though  tbe  pn>* 

: peny  of  private  persons,  is  entirely  under  the 
managemeatofthe  officers  of  tbe  crown,  and 
thereby  ■ dependance  vastly  greater,  on  a mf 
nistry,  has  been  created,  than  ever  was  before, 
or  could  otherwise  have  been ; and  what  influ- 
ence this  had  oil  onr  elections  throughout  th* 
whole  kingdom,  the  acts  of  parliament  which 
have  been  naadc  to  prevent  tbe  same, 

. enilj  iwoclami { Wiifctjsvtrnowwt  army  ofeW 
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officer*,  M dangerolu  u eny  militarjr  Ibrce,  en- 
tirely the  devotiuii  of  • minuiry  ; and  at* 
tbougii  we  cnty  run  oo  risque  frum  tliis,  in  the 
bands  \Wiere  lu  niajesiv  ha*  now  ptaced  die 
adiTiiuistralion,  yet  we  Iiave  funnerly  been,  and 
may  again  be  in  peril  from  (Ills  adventitious 
power,  of  the  total  loss  of  our  constitution. 

The  shorter  the  cose  seems  to  me  to  be,  That 
some  ministers  have  liy  their  conduct  gone  a 

Esat  way  to  b^gar  the  nation ; and  others 
ve  corrupted  those  who  have  been  su  undone, 
and  in  tins  happy  situation  of  men  and  tilings, 
the  public  money  has  been  employed  to  corrupt 
electors,  and  returning  officers,  and  thereby  have 
filled  some  parliaments  with  the  creatures  of  a 
ninistry,  and  many  have  likewise  expended  vast 
sums  of  (heir  own,  when  they  saw  it  necessary, 
to  geiorsecuie  a place;  and  by  tliis  means 
these  parliaments  have  been  filled  vriihgreat 
numbers  of  mercenary  troops,  whose  names 
were  scarce  kaown  in  the  counties  where  they 
were  chosen,  and  without  any  family  interests 
of  their  own,  nr  the  assistance  of  those  who 
bad;  and  if  there  has  been  any  bribery  oo  the 
parts  of  those  who  have  uppos^  such  men,  as 
perhaps  there  may,  it  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  vile  arts  which  have  been  put  in  practice 
uainstthem:  Sol  think  I may  truly  affirm. 
That  bribery  and  corruption,  jn  eleciiuns,  have 
not  followed  as  any  consequence  of  the  Trien- 
nial act,  but  from  causes  widely  difierent;  and 
that  the  foundation  thereof  was  at  first  laid, 
and  has  been  since  improved  and  carried  on  by 
wicked  and  designing  miiiisters.  As  to  the  cure 
of  this  evil,  I am  alraid  it  cannot  be  thoroughly 
eSected  whilst  the  naiion  labours  under  the 
present  heavy  luad  of  debt;  and  for  this,  and 
many  other  reasons, it  doesnot  a little  concern 
lU,  to  make  all  the  progress  we  possibly  can  in 
so  great  aod  so  good  a work,  as  is  tiie  dis- 
charge thereof. 

As  to  tlic  heats  and  animosities  wbicli  are 
likewise  charged  to  Qie  account  of  the  Trien- 
nud  Act,  and  the  burtheu  and  grievance  of 
frequent  expensive  elections,  I shall  readily 
agree,  That  the  frequency  of  elecliuus,  is  di- 
nctly  Luended  and  designed  by  the  Triennin) 
Act,  CO  prevent  the  mischievous  consequence 
uf  long  contiaued  parliaments:  but  surely  uu 
one  will  say,  Tiiac  thb,  simply  and  abstract- 
edly, is  a burtlien  or  grievance:  and  as  to  the 

8 rent  expence  in  elections,  and  the  violent 
eats  and  animosities  about  them,  they  are 
not  in  the  least  owing  to  the  Triennial  Act,  as 
I have  already  shewn : and  1 presume  no 
genUeman  would  desire  to  extinguish  Ihe 
ancient  £oglish  hospitality,  for  which  the 
pauoD  has  been  so  long  famed;  uor  canauy  man 
Qiagiue  it  more  possible  to  cure  all  heats  and 
effiiMsiiies  in  emcciuns,  tlian  to  prevent  cort- 
lentions  about  them,  which  the  laudable  ambi- 
hou  of  serving  the  nation  hath  formerly  kept 
up,  and  1 hope  it  will  do  su  again,  without 
wbelpof  any  other  motives;  but  b^des,  1 
*u>  persuaded,  (bat  cunieutions  nrisiug  from  so 
^fjhy  a principle,  and  the  dd  En^ish  hos- 
wiU.vto-ag  ,'Ii  a :a$niBge  (hat 
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any  one  gentlemao  can  fancy,  that  the  passing 
the  bill  before  us  into  a law,  would  cool  our 
beats,  end  settle  us  all  in  tranquillity  ; it  seems 
to  me  to  be  calculated  fur  the  direct  coutrary 
purposes,  to  blow  up  the  fianie,  aud  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  the  nation’s  discontents;  for  it 
is  impossible  Co  conceive,  that  the  electors  of 
Great  Britain,  of  whatever  party  or  denomi- 
nation  they  may  be,  will  not  be  highly  incensed 
by  such  a law  as  (his ; aod  if  they  should  uni- 
versally turn  their  resentments  ogahisc  those, 
who  without  their  choice  have  made  themselves 
the  representatives  of  the  people ; I leave 
gentlemen  to  judge,  whether  this  would  not  be  an 
animosity  of  a much  more  dangerous  coose- 
queoce  than  that  which  we  ate  pretending  to 
exciiiguisb  liy  this  bill. 

It  is  also  uiged,  That  these  frequent  elec- 
tions are  a greet  encouragement  to  the  idle- 
ness and  debauchery  of  the  meauetc  and  lowest 
of  (he  people;  opportunities  only  to  gratify 
the  drunkeauess  aod  lewdness  of  tbe  mob. 
I am  sorry  that  there  are  any  excesses,  to  give 
foundation  for  this  complaint;  but  surely  the 
evil  proceeds  from  the  same  cause,  and  must 
be  cured  in  (In  same  way  with  those  other* 
which  I have  already  taken  notice  of,  to  have 
been  objected  to  the  Triennial  act.  And  I 
mention  this  now,  only  to  observe,  what  pretty 
epithets  are  given  tu  the  electors  of  GreU 
Britain.  It  was  with  concern  that  I beard 
them  lately  treated  in  this  manner  in  another 
place,  but  could  never  have  bdieved  it  possible 
to  have  hoard  any  thing  like  it  hinted  within 
these  walls.  How  low  and  mean  soever  they 
may  be,  they  are  still  the  people  of  Greet 
Britain,  and  we  ore  one  of  the  tliree  estates  of 
the  realm,  by  n power  derived  and  delegated 
from  them.  Aod  arc  wo  then  only  the  represen- 
tatives of  a lewd,  drunken,  debauched  mob? 
To  paint  out  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
in  such  coDlemplible  colours,  is  surely  doing 
great  dishonour  to  ourselves,  and  is  equally  un- 
grateful aud  unjust  to  them.  1 think  we  repre- 
sent all  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and 
suiely  amongst  them  there  are  many  thousands 
every  way  as  well  qualified  tu  fill  these  seats, 
as  we  who  Imve  now  the  honour  to  do  it : and 
even  as  to  those  of  an  inferior  rank,  it  must 
be  owned  that  they  ore  a bmve  and  n gallant 
people ; and  when  we  compare  them  with  those 
of  other  countries,  we  hare  reason  to  be  in 
raptures  with  our  own  hnppy  constitution, 
which  h'is  made  such  a dillerence  between 
them  iuid  Ollier  men : they  are  bred  up  from 
their  crodles  wit):  deep  impressions  of  liberty, 
and  have  their  properties  fenced  in  end  secur^ 
by  law  ; and  by  their  representatives  in  par- 
liament, they  have  tbe  honour  to  share,  even 
in  the  legislative  autiiority ; and  it  is  this  gives 
our  people  (lie  spirit  aod  resolution  of  tbe  ancient 
Romans,  by  which  our  nation  has  obtained 
and  preserved  in  great  character  in  the  world. 

It  is  thus  we  ought  to  describe  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  aod  we  shall  then  only  do  (hem 
the  justice  they  deserve:  but  if,  on  the  con- 
in^,.;Rei*bevr  idepreciite 
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their  vklue,aad  Mem  to  be  ishsmed  of  those 
we  represent,  wiU  it  not,  especietl;  if  «te  pass 
the  biil  uow  before  us,  give  the  strongest 
jealousy,  tbnt  we  intend  to  represent  tiiein 
no  more,  but  to  set  up  lor  the  future  a lliirri 
estate  entirely  independent  of  them,  And 
this  jenlousy  wiil  be  still  encreased,  by  wlmc 
hui  been  with  io><  great  freedom  discoursed  of 
viibout  doors,  Tlint  people  must  be  governed 
by  their  fears,  und  surety  so  they  must,  if  this 
bill  puss ; for  I Uunit  it  will  be  scarce  possible 
afterwanU  to  govern  them  hy  love.  Unlinppy 
Brilniii  ! CO  luce  briMiglit  forth  children  so 
oiiiiiiiural,  as  Co  treat  thec  thus:  for  whatever 
may  luve  been  putm  practice  in  former  times, 
tlie  doeirioe  ul  slavery  was  never  so  openly 
avowed  before:  wliat,  govern  a free  people  by 
their  fears?  monstrousespresuoD  ! and  certainly 
formed  desigo  correspooding  thereto,  is  nn  act 
of  Ueacliery,  as  foul  nud  black  as  a Briton 
cuu  be  guilty  of:  no  high  crime  and  mi>ile> 
meanor  it  certainly  is,  I will  not  call  it  high 
ireason,  because  1 know  no  law  of  the  land 
ivUidi  has  yet  declared  it  so. 

The  arguDient  wliich  1 sliuil  next  take  uocic* 
of,  is  that  wliich  seems  to  me  to  be  mentioned 
as  the  chief  iaducemeiic  in  the  preamiile  of 
the  bill,  Hiid  which  has  been  cbieAy  insisted 
upon  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  for 
it  ; “ Because  of  the  danger  fram  tiie  general 
discontents,  and  great  disoffectieu  of  tlie 
people,  which  some  geuciemen  tire  apprehen* 
sive,  were  a parliament  now  to  becailM,  wunld 
produce  a majority  of  very  different  senti- 
ments from  those  who  now  compose  it : others, 
who ' think  better  of  the  inclmatluns  of  the 
people,  believe  that  this  wicked  work  could 
not  be  accomplished  wicbiiut  the  help  of  foreign 
money,  to  bribe  and  corrupt  the  dectors  of 
Great  Britain ; but  upon  the  wlinle,  are  ol' 
opinion,  that  the  thing  would  he  effected,  and 
tnar  iusCead  of  the  present  excellent  House  of 
Commons,  s<>  devoted  to  the  true  interest  of  their 
couutry,  and  to  the  support  of  liis  majesty  and 
the  protestaut  snccessieii,  wc  bliould  grently 
risque  the  having  such  a parliament  as  would 
be  ready  to  call  in  the  Pratendcr,  and  to 
deliver  up  their  country  to  Popery  and  ar- 
bitrary power;  and  therefore  those  who  are 
Ogainst  the  bill,  are  cbaiged  with  contributing 
to  this  design,  altimugli  they  are  charitahiy 
believed  no  wise  to  hitend  tJie  thing.”  And 
this  I think  is  the  fall  import  of  what  has  been 
said  by  gooileraeii  on  this  head  of  atgument. 

As  to  the  danger  which  some  gentlemen 
imagine  of  an  ill  parliament,  were  it  now  to 
be  chosen,  fram  the  help  of  French  money,  it  i 
it,  in  luy  opinion,  a reproach  to  the  present 
ministry,  to  fancy  that  they  would  be  outdone, 
or  outwitted  by  France  in  tliis,  or  in  any  oilier 
way;  and  I think  that  die  defeating  of  such 
an  attempt,  is  the  only  case  in  wliich  a minis* 
try  might  uiiblameably  apply  the  public  money, 
in  the  business  of  euctions;  1 wish  it  never 
hud  been,  or  may  be  done  on  any  other  occa- 
sion. But  why  do  gentlemen  believe  that  the 
regent  uf,  ,in  .out,  4 
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dons : surely  not  long  since,  he  had  a much 
better  opportunity  to  have  distressed  us,  had 
lie  been  so  dispus^.  On  other  occasions  we  | 
bear,  1 mean  witbuut  floors,,  of  the  good  un- 
derstanding between  bis  mujesty  and  that 

trince;  and  that  the  Pretender  wdl  very  sooh  ' 
e obliged  to  traiel  beyond  the  AI[>S;  uod 
this  certaiiily  is  highly  probable,  if  the  Regent  | 
have  any  expectations  of  being  himself  one  ' 
day  king  of  p'niiice.  I shall  say  no  more  of 
this,  and  believe,  those  who  luscle  the  ebjec-  ! 
tiun,  scarce  expected  that  auy  one  would  bare 
taken  so  much  imuce  of  it. 

As  to  the  dnnger  uf  an  ill  pnrliamenr,  from 
tic  great  disaffection  of  the  people ; (bn,  1 ’ 
cmiless,  is  a most  extraorninary  nod  surprising  . 
argumciii,  and  such  as  I never  thought  1 alionid 
have lieard  in  this  place;  For  it  is  an  opeu  de- 
claration* and  acknowledgment,  that  the  peo- 
I |ile  of  Great  Britain  ore  not  truly  represeuted 
I atthistime;  that  the  present  House  of  Coin- 
mons  ate  tlie  supporters  of  the  liberties  and 
I true  iuterests  of  the  people,  which  the  people 
I themselves  ore  eiiOenvouring  to  destroy,  and 
: would  etfectually  do  so  by  a new  choice  ; and 
tiiereforethey  are  to  be  treated  like  indiscreet 
children,  and  not  to  have  their  frowartlness 
humoured  at  the  price  of  their  undoing.  This 
indeed  is  telling  the  people  uf  Great  Britain, 
id  the  plainest  terms,  that  as  they  are  not  at 
present  truly  represented  by  those  wliom  they 
did  chuse,  so  for  the  future,  they  shall  be  re- 
presented without  any  cliuice  at  all.  If  this 
be  tbe  way  to  ingratiate  with  the  people,  wliat 
is  it  which  can  give  them  a disgust  ? No,  cer- 
tainly this  uiustmake  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
govern  them  by  their  fears,  and  to  take  such 
measures  as  are  proper  for  that  purpose ; a de- 
sign so  black,  that  1 cannot  suppose  it  has  yet 
entered  into  tlic  heart  of  any  Briton. 

It  is  amazing  lu  bear  ibis  very  suggestion,  ill 
my  opinion  fardistant  fram  tbe  truth,  not  only 
on  the  present,  hut  on  other  occasions,  so  fre- 
quently mode  use  of  as  an  argument ; Ibrwere  . 

it  really  true,  con  it  beany  service  to  tbe  pub- 
lic to  be  making  daily  andbouriy  proclamation 
thereof?  For  can  iliis  be  a proper  and  likely 
means  to  strengthen  tbe  bands  ofbismnjcs^  ' 
am]  Ids  foithful  subjects,  or  to  weaken  tliose  of 
the  Pretender,  and  his  foreign  and  domestic  j 
friends,  CD  publish  tn  all  the  world  (for  what  I 
is  snid  in  tins  place  can  be  a secret  m>  where]  I 
that  the  disafiMtion  to  his  majesty  ii  very  ge-  | 
neral,  Hiid  the  party  of  the  Pretender  socunsi-  | 
dertble  in  the  nation,  os  to  risque  another  re- 
bcllioit  in  liis  favour,  if  they  hud  the  opportu-  i 
iiity  of  assembling  together  in  numbers  on  a \ 
new  election,  or  any  other  opportunity  equally  j 
prspitiuus  to  llieir  purpose:  and  if  this  , 

did  not  happen,  that  still  there  would  be  dan-  ^ 
ger,  that  the  majority  on  a new  election,  would  . 
be  in  the  interest  of  the  Pretender;  and  that  ' 
this  would  not  be  less,  perhaps  might  be  more  ' 
fatal,  even  iban  n rebellion.  A biil  founded  on 
such  surmises  ns  these,  and  supported  with 
such  nrgumeuts,  is  biglily  dangerous,  und  if  <t 
,PS»W4  to  be,  ‘A» 
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Act  fur  (lie  most  elTectunI  encouragement  of 
tne  Pretender  and  hit  allies,  to  invade  this 
kingdom iii  my  conscience  1 believe  k so, 
and  so  ilsvill  be  tuund  if  this  bill  should  pass 
into  a larv. 

I believe  it  will  be  admitted,  that  from  the 
estahlisbmentof  the  succession,  until  it  bappil; 
look  place,  a vast  majority  of  ^le  people  express* 
ed  tlie  greatest  zeal  (i>r  it,  and  SAtisfaotion  in  it ; 
dint  from  the  death  of  the  queen  to  the  arrival 
of  his  majesty,  the  nation  was  never  kni»vn  to 
be  in  a greater  calm.  Tliai  Uie  parliament  then 
io  being,  unanimoust;  settled  the  civil  list  for 
the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  crone,  and 
eomplcied  what  was  wuiiiiig  for  the  supplies  of 
the  year ; and  whatever  faults  they  might  hare 
been  guilty  of  before,  there  was  nothing  now 
wanting  iu  the  expressing  of  their  duty  ; and  it 
has  been  surmiseJ,  that  some  persons  whose 
zeal  fur  bit  majesty  cannot  be  suspected,  wore 
nut  a little  apprehensive,  that  that  parliaiiieiic 
and  the  pnrtv  of  which  their  majority  was  com- 
posed, woutd  to  make  amends  fur  their  past 
conduct,  go  coo  great  Icngihs  in  their  complai- 
sance ID  the  crown;  and  ihat  for  this  very  reason 
it  was  dangerous  for  the  imtion  lliai  his  majesty 
should  ever  meet  them  ; hut  whatever  the  rea- 
sons were,  certain  it  is  that  his  majesty  saw 
them  uoc.  The  joy  on  hisniajescy'snrrival  was 
as  great  and  universal,  as  was  ever  known  in 
Britain  ; and  from  hence  I chink  I i)>av  fairly 
coaeiude,  ihat  if  there  be  such  a disaffecCiun  as 
ss  is  suggested,  since  it  was  not  before,  it  mu' t 
hare  huppeneii  since  his  majesty’s  arrival ; and 
if  this  can  be  imagined  passible,  it  must  ho  then 
agreed,  that  such  a generni  disaffection  is  tin  ef- 
fect too  considerable  cu  beprodiicedn  ithout  any, 
orbyaveryslightcause;  his  m -jesty  sorely  ca'n 
he  no  wise  the  cause  of  so  surprisinga  change,  ns 
is  sormised,  in  the  incUnaciun  of  his  people  ; 
therefore,  if  there  be  such  a disnllection,  it  can 
be  only  to  Che  ministers,  uiid  produced  from 
someifiiiig  reiillv  ill,  ur  which  is  npprehended 
to  he  so,  III  iheir  conduct.  I am  persuaded,  that 
they  iliemselves  have  too  lunch  modesty,  not  to 
thuc  it  is  much  more  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose adisafFectioii  to  them,  ihnn  to  the  person 
ofihekiug;  and  I dunbe  not  but  this  House 
will  always  disiinguish,  ns  they  have  liiiherto 
done,  betweeu  the  sovereign  and  the  ministers 
«f state. 

Bui,  iu  justice  to  the  present  miiiisiry,  we 
nuisi  conclude,  lime  the  disnlfectlou  to  them 
is  occasioned  only  by  imnghiDrj,  and  not  by 
any  real  evils  done  by  them ; and  sve  havegrent 
I teoson to  hope,  chat  by  their  wise  autiprudent 
■onagemenf,  they  vrill  be  able  in  a very  little 
! huie,  to  iiniioceive  n roisinken  and  deluded 
I Poqple,  and  thereby  regain  those  affections, 
"bich,  fir  the  present,  they  apprehend  to  be 
lost  to  them.  And  if  they  sliould  fail  in  this, 
I am  persuaded,  from  their  great  zeal  for  the 
joietofthe  king,  and  welfare  of  their  country, 
ibeir  known  disintcre'.tcdncss,  their  gene- 
'oos  contempt  of  adviinu^es  to  themselves. 
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conduct,  that  they  themselves  would  become 
suppliant  to  liif  majesty  for  liberty  to  retire 
from  die  burthen  of  their  trust,  and  to  repose 
the  same  in  such  hands,  as  might  put  an  ead  to 
the  disatfections  which  are  now  complained  of. 
And  I am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion, 
because  I myself  have  heard  some  of  the  great- 
est men  now  in  power,  before  they  were  *o, 
expressihemselves  in  such  a manner,  as  left  me 
no  room  to  duubt  of  the  sincerity  of  such  a 
disposition. 

There  Is  yet  one  part  of  the  oiijeetion  which 
I lihve  not  touched  upon,  the  rlaoger  which  is 
apprehended  of  an  invasion  from  nbroad,  and 
the  insurrection  at  home,  should  a new  parlia- 
ment he  called  at  ibis  time,  and  this,  I think, 
IS  (he  only  thing  which  1 have  heard  mentianed 
which  has  the  colour  of  an  aigumeni  for  a 
longer  continuance  of  the  present  parliament ; 
but  I believe  when  it  is  a little  examined,  it 
will  appear  to  have  the  colour  only,  and  to  be 
‘ vox  & praterea  nihil.’  1 ibiiii  I Imvealreadj 
made  it  evident  that  (here  is  no  sucli  disaffec- 
tion to  his  majesty,  or  his  royal  family,  as  is 
suggested,  and  if  there  be  nnt,  then  ihe  danger 
of  any  invasion  or  insurrection  ou  that  suppo- 
siiioi/^  falls  entirely  to  the  ground.  But  even 
udmiuing  the  disaffection  to  be  os  it  is  sug- 
gested, it  is  still  agreed,  that  the  whole  nation 
IS  not  disaffected, Uiut  ooly  some  part  thereof ; 
and  (hat  therefore  tlie  meeting  together,  on  the 
occasion  of  elections  (wl.ich  are  out  made  all 
on  the  s.nme  day ) would  consist  of  mixt  multi- 
tudes of  well  and  of  ill-affected  persons,  so 
Hint  the  former  might  balance  the  latter. 

But  ndniittlng  that  not  only  the  disuffectioa 
is,  hut  that  the  calling  of  a new  parliament  at 
this  lime,  would  be,  as  the  same  nave  been  re- 
presented, yet  this  will  not  prove  that  there  is 
any  neceesity  at  this  time  for  the  pas-'iiig 
the  hill,  wbicii  is  the  subject  ufour  present  de- 
bate. I do  most  readily  agree,  (hat  if  this  par- 
liament were  to  expire  in  a very  short  lime,  mid 
timt  (be  public  meeting  of  the  people  would 
I really  be  of  such  a dangerous  consequence  in 
! the  present  juncture,  ns  lias  l>een  mentioned  : 
dial  then  absolute  necessiiy,  which  oiways  has 
been,  nnd  ever  will  be,  u justification  of«cx- 
trnurdinar;  steps,  would  equally  justify  the 
prolongation  for  n time  of  the  present  pnrlitr- 
ineiit,  in  the  manner  now  proposed ; and  no 
doubt  hut  that  the  next  succeeding  parliament, 
convened  in  the  usual  legal  manner,  would 
approve  and  confirm  what  should  be  done  in 
this,  on  so  pressing  an  oension.  But  surely  it 
will  nowise  follow,  because  this  might  be 
done  in  a case  of  absolute  necessity,  that  there- 
fore ii  may  or  ought  to  be  done,  when  there  is  no 
necessity  at  all.  And  it  is  evident,  that  there 
is  no  immediate  necessity  for  the  passing  of 
this  law,  since,  uotwiihsianding  the  length  of 
the  first,  bis  majesty  may  still  have  (wo  sessions 
more  of  this  very  parliament ; and  will  it  not 
be  lime  enough  to  pass  sucli  a law  in  the  lost 
sessions,  ifit  should  then  appear  as  necessary  as 
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cliere  it  Doi  the  colour  ofaneceuicj  forsucba 
Uwacpreseot:  aiul  tbit  givet  me  Kroog  sus- 
picion, [list  there  is  a snake  io  Che  enisi,  and 
chat  we  have  uot  yet  been  actjunintea  with  the 
true  reason  of  so  'unprecedented  an  attempt. 
Certainly  no  gentlemau  con  be  afraid  nf  nhuc 
every  geuiieuisn  must  wish,  that  before  the  end 
ofasocheryear,  our  ferment  will  subside,  and 
the  nation  be  restored  to  a perfect  calm,  which 
would  entirely  take  away  all  pretences  of 
doing  nhat  is  now  endeavoured  i Or,  lliat  the 
onaniinous  voice  of  the  electors  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  against  sucli  a law,  would,  before  another 
tcssion,  befuund*too  strong  to  be  resisted  by 
Cbeir  representatives,  aud  that  gentlemeu,  upon 
a more  mature  cuosideraciaii,  might  come  to 
think  very  d lTereiiciy  of  this  matter  from  what 
they  at  present  iiiay  ; and  that  therefore  diis 

Ereac  master-piece  must  be  struck  off  at  one 
eat,  and  that  now  or  never  must  be  the  word  : 
Or  may  not  otliers  without  doors  be  apt  to  sus- 
pec',  that  this  law  is  really  intended  lb  encou- 
rage (he  Pretender  to  invade,  and  his  secret 
friends  to  shew  themselves  in  pablic,  by  sooth- 
ing them  up  in  the  hopes  and  belief  of  the 
greaineu  of  their  numbers;  and  by  leading 
them  into  that  snare,  have  an  opportunity  of 
discovering  and  crushing  them  as  thoroughly  in 
Eogland,  as  we  have  lately  done  in  Scotland  ; 
and  thereby  secure  for  ever  tbc  peace  and 
traoquillity  of  the  whole  kingdom?  For  it  is 
impossible  to  imagine,  that  such  encourage- 
ment would  be  given  to  the  Pretender  or  his 
friends,  as  seems  lo  bu  doae  by  the  preamble 
of  this  bill,  and  the  riebate  of  ibis  dav,  if  ihnse 
who  were  fur  il>e  bill  were  not  entirely  satisfied 
that  a nuw  rebellion,  ific  should  happen,  would 
be  aUci.ded  only  with  the  consequences  1 have 
ju(C  uow  nientioued.  How  right  u design  nf 
this  kind  may  be  hi  politics,  I will  not  pretend 
to  detenninej  but  will  venture. to  nSirm,  that 
it  is  entirely  incousistcot  with  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, aud  the  principles  of  humanity,  common 
to  all  mankind. 

But  besides,  I think  an  experiment  of  this 
kind  much  too  dangerons  to  be  tried  : for 
when  the  fire  isonce  kiuiiled,  no  human  wisdom; 
CUD  tell  how  touch  it  may  consume.  And  al- 
though we  have  happily  suppressed  the  late 
annatural  rcbulliun,  yet,  I am  persuudell,  no 
wise  muu  enu  wish,  to  serve  any  end  whatever, 
to  see  tlie  nation  exposed  again  to  the  risque 
of  such  aiiotlier  attempt,  although  it  should  be 
as  ill  couceried  at  fa»me,  and  as  litile  support- 
ed from  abroad,  as  the  last  seemsto  have  been. 
Such  motives  as  these,  tberefure,  can  surely 
prevail  with  no  body,  and  yet  I am  nut  able  to 
guess  at  ihose  which  should  : And  where  no 
visible  reason  docs  appear,  for  so  violent  nnd 
needUss  a precipitation,  there  must,  and  will 
be  creat  variety  of  conjectures  at  those  which 
are  nutseen. 

Another  argument  seems  to  have  great 
weight  with  gentlemen,  for  the  passing  or  this 
bill ; " That  it  will  encourage  foreign  princes 
au'l  stales  to  enter  iiiie  alliances  with  ns,  when 
they  see  jti  .£err£i»- fixed. -ul(&inistrat^u,iron- 
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which  they  may  depend : for  that  at  present 
they  looked  upon  us  to  M in  the  nature  of  a 
trieonial  guvernmen^  a new  parliament  being 
usually  attended  with  a new  ministry,  uiiri  a . 
new  mioistry  with  new  measures.'’  I believe  ' 
that  this  is  the  first,  and  I hupe  it  will  ' 
be  the  last  time  ibut  ever  an  argument  of 
iuch  a DMurc  was  advanced,  ur  would  I 
have  been  endured  in  any  English  or  British 
purliamunt.  We  liuve  hilberlo  been  able  to 
form  grant  alliances,  and  to  du  great  things,  I 
on  the  foot  of  our  ancient  constitution ; and 
ure  (VC  now  sunk  to  a condition  so  despicably 
low,  as  to  be  obliged  to  model  it  to  tlie  genius 
orhomour  of  uny  of  our  neighbours?  Can  a 
Briton  bear  ibis' with  patience?  Absolutemo. 
narchy,  and  despotic  power,  Imre  uo  doubt,  ia  ^ 
someconjuuctures,  the  advantage  of  out  form  1 
of  government;  but  shall  ive,  for  the  sake.  1 
thereof,  give  up  the  most  valuable  constitution 
upon  earth,  soadapted  to  the  spirit  of  our  peo- 
ple, aud  so  well  suited,  iu  the  general  circum-  ; 
seances  of  life,  for  the  welfare  and  happiness  ; 
of  a free  uuiion,  and  by  which  we  have  hitherto  ' 
shone  forth  with  a distbguishing  lustre,  from  | 
ait  ocher  countries  in  the  world?  But  ns  to  tbe 
argumeot  itself,  whydu  gentlemen  imagine,  that 
Triennial  Parliaments  necessarily  infer  aTrien- 
niul  Government?  Surely  the  executive  power 
is  intirely  in  the  prince,  there  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  placed  it,  and  there  I hope  it  will  for 
everremaiu:  Tbe  power  of  peace,  war,  and 
alliunces,  are  the  uudoubted  prerugaiives  of 
the  crown,  and  no  parliament,  I hnpe,  will  ever 
pretend  to  dispute  the  same.  The  stability 
therefore  of  our  government,  as  it  relates  to 
Ibreien  nations,  depends  intirely  on  the  prince ; 
and  I believe  our  ancient  allies  never  had,  nor 
had  reasons  to  have,  a greater  reliance  on  any 
British  monnreb,  than  on  his  present  majesiy, 
who  so  worthily  fills  die  ihrone;  and  I ho^ 
that  reliance  will  never  be  transferred  from 
hitn  to  any  ministry,  supported  by  any  parlia- 
ment whatever;  which,  1 tbiok,  would  be  of 
tbe  must  dangerous  consequeuce  to  tbe  royal 
dignity,  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
true  interests  of  all  oor  sincere  foreign  frieodi. 
But  lam  also  at  n loss  to  find  out  any  iie* 
cessaryuoDoexion  between  anew  pariuoeiic 
andn  new  ininisUy,  were  there  any  weight  in 
thatobjecuon;  for  are  hot  the  pablic  employ- 
meuts  in  the  disposal  of  tbe  king,  and  nhiht 
they  are  executM  to  his  saiisfacdon,  will  he 
cooiinuedin  the  same  liands?  And  when  they 
arc  not,  it  is  unfit  they  tbonld.  And  wnaieTer 
changes  his  majesty  may  at  anv  lime  happen  U>  ! 
make,  I am  persuaded  they  will  be  always  such  I 
as  (vill  be  most  for  his  own  service,  and  cliewel-  I 
fnre  of  (he  kingdom,  und  I must  declare  tbr  | 
same  opiniuu  as  to  employments,  as  1 buve  I 
done  with  reUlioa  to  scats  in  parliament;  ‘ 
That  there  are  great  numbers  in  Britain,  every  j 
way  as  well  qualified  fur  them  as  the  present  I 
possessors ; and  bow  great  soever  oij  esteem  1 
may  be  for  tiie  preseutminisiry,  1 cannot  | 

utycomplimentso  far  as  to  think,  that  the  natioh 
.wouldibei  eiudane  .Inid  aside-  Bit 
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If  by  tbe  pauiog  of  this  law  tbs  present  minittiy  : 
should  be  effectually  established,  which  is  more  | 
than  any  man  can  pretend  to  prophesy,  what 
encouragetnenc  could  tbiaiu  reality  give  to  the 
farming  Ilf  foreign  nlliances;  when  by  the  same 
Isw  it  is  fully  insinuated,  and  plnioly  admitted 
is  the  present  debate,  that  the  adections  of  a 
very  great  part  nf  the  people  are  lost  to  this 
rery  ministry;  for  my  own  part, I think  it  is 
doing  them  the  greatest  wrong,  and  furnishing 
foreign  princes  and  states  with  the  strongest 
arguments  against  entering  into  any  alliance 
with  us.  for  itis  not  their  being  supported  by 
a majority  of  this  House  thnt  will  be  nay  sut^ 
itanPal  encouragement,  if  it  is  believed  that  a 
majority  of  the  nation  are  in  very  different 
Kiiliments. 

Fire  hundred  nnd  fifty  eight  gentlemea  ofBrU 
tiio,  abstractly  cousioered,  were  they  all  una- 
oimous,  bear  but  n small  proportion  to  the 
numbers  in  the  nation;  but  when  they  sit 
within  these  walls,  cloathed  with  the  authority 
of  the  people,  and  are  thought  to  speak  their 
sense,  itis  then  indeed  that  they  will  Imve  the 
full  weight  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  evident,  that  (he  present  ministry  and  par- 
liaoient  were  in  being  when  ifae  late  rebellion 
broke  out,  and  that  notwithstanding  all  other 
proper  nieasurei,  six  thousand  Dutch  troops 
were  thought  necessary  cowards  the  suppress- 
ing thereof;  they  bad  not  certainly  been  other- 
wise sent  for,  nor  would  any  Briton  have  dared 
to  have  given  such  advice ; .what  judgment 
then  must  tliai,  and  other  states  and  princes 
form  from  hence,  of  the  situation  of  our  af^ 
foirt,  especiiilly  when  hy  (Ills  law  we  proclaim 
alnud  that  our  heats  and  animosities  do  still 
condnue,  and  that  iherenre  still  very  danger- 
ous dispositions  towards  u new  rebellion ; und 
if  this  be  nil  encouragement  to  enter  into,  and 
depend  upon  uiir  alliancvs,  I know  not  what 
ciu  be  n proper  discouragement. 

I am  tberefnre  in  bopes  thnt  this  bill  will 
not  puss;  instead  of  such  extraordinary  and 
annaturul  projects  as  these,  there  are  others 
tbit  deserve  our  attentkni.  I think  it  would 
be  a design  woribyof  a British  parliament,  to 
concert  and  execute  the  most  proper  measures 
for  the  healing  up  of  eur  breaches,  and  uniting 
our  iniaiis  for  Che  common  interest  and  safety 
of  ilie  nation.  The  first  step  absolutely  neces- 
^ towards  this  great  work,  seems  to  me  to 
“e,  the  foi^etting  all  past  party  quarrels,  and 
etiinguishing  for  the  future  those  odious  names 
of  distinction,  which  have  been  so  long,  and  so 
onhappily  kept  up.  And  1 will  venture  to  say 
(oat  this  expedient  towards  onaoimity,  is  muen 
Jwe  Christian,  less  dangerous,  and,  though 
difficult,  yet  much  more  practicable,  than  the 
**tirpaiion  or  total  suppression  of  either  of  the 
wuiending  parties,  which  the  aothinking  fu- 
t»»’sof  both  seem  to  bo  too  fond  of. 

. I would  not  hare  gentlemen  disconraged, 
J^deavouriiie  what  I recommend,  from  any 
dtfficultiei  which  they  may  conceive  (herein; 
"t surely  there  wasa  dine,  and  not  lone  since, 
this  bl«sW-'»tofK=!t^tf'  ttot-h8%'ta 
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: carried ; I bo^  it  is  still  practicable,  or  die 
I the  nation  wilt  be  soon  undone;  for  weave 
sure,  that  a kingdom  divided  agaitist  icetlf  will 
be  brought  to  desolation.  But  as  Co  the  pos- 
sibility ofthe  ihing,  let  me  pot  gentlemen  ia 
mind  of  the  great  beats  and  animosities,  which 
were  raised  and  continued,  by  the  unexampled 
violences  and  cruelties  of  a long  and  bloodj 
civil  war;  yet  (hese  were  all  appeased  in  the 
verv  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the 
Slid,  affei  his  Restoration  ; the  history  of  that 
time  being  sufficiently  known,  I need  not  repeat 
the  measures  which  were  then  taken : certain 
it  is,  (be  nation  enjoyed  a calm  for  many  years, 
our  trade  fionrisbed,  our  wealth  encreased,  and 
we  were  both,  iu  the  liteml  and  allegorical 
sense,  a land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey: 
and  this  I hope  will  be  again  our  case.  I 
would  also  recommend  the  payment  of  oar 
public  debts,  or  ot  least  of  putlog  them  in  n 
way  of  being  discharged  in  some  reasonable 
time ; for  (ill  this  is  done,  we  ere,  io  my  opi- 
nion, in  a state  of  the  greatest  insecority;  for 
what  foreign  prince  or  state,  will  ciiber  court 
the  friendship,  or  dread  the  enmity  of  a bank- 
rupt people?  For  though  particular  persoDB 
are  resllv  rich,  the  nation,  whilst  loaded  with  a 
dcbtnf^fty  millions,  is  undoubtedly  very  poor  j 
and  is  it  not  a melancholy  consideration,  that 
wb«u  the  individuals  are*  very  wealthy,  chat 
yet  the  nation  should  be  very  weak ; this  is  in- 
deed a paradox ; but  greater  still,  that  men 
can  be  so  infatoated,  as  to  sleep  secure  under  « 
government,  wliich  can  scarce  be  said  to  be  in 
a condition  of  giving  them  protection,  and  that 
too  when  it  is  in  their  own  power  to  redres* 
(be  evil. 

Before  I sit  down,  I mast  observe,  that  this 
bill  is  brought  In  by  m>  order  of  this  House,  nor 
has  arose  on  any  motion  in  it,  but  is  a present 
sent  us  by  the  House  of  Peers.  Ido  not  say» 
that  their  lordships  have  not  a right  to  send  us 
this  or  any  other  bill  iliey  please,  a money  bill 
excepted ; but  since  It  cluefly,  if  not  wholly,  ro> 
lates  (u  our  own,  and  the  riglits  nnd  privileges 
of  those  we  represent,  it  would  more  naturally, 
in  my  opinion,  have  bad  its  commencement 
here;  and  this  consideration  inclines  me  to  be- 
lieve, (hat  it  had  not  been  easy  to  have  found 
one  among  ns,  who  would  have  been  willing  to 
have  made  himself  remarkable,  by  being  the 
first  moverof  so  extraordinaiT  a law,  so  likely 
to  disgust  a vast  majority  ofihepeopic.  But 
there  are  other  reasons  assigned,  and  pretty 
freely  talked  ofwitlinut  doors,  for  beginning 
tills  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  tliac  thereby 
time  would  be  got,  and  proper  aiguments  ap- 
plied, to  convince  gentlemeo  of  the  necessity 
of  tbit  law,  who,  when  it  was  first  spoke  ot, 
seemed  to  be  very  much  prejuiliced  agai&st.lt ; 
and  it  is  said,  chat  there  has  been  great  pains 
taken  for  that  purpose,  and  not  without  so^ 
cess.  But  it  IS  said,  that  the  main  reason 
agaiost  beginning  it  here,  was  to  take  off  that 
bias,  which  was  apprelieoded  might  ba  upon 
the  minds  of  eenrietnen,  from  the  doubefidiieBS 
thdtigh  the 
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Lords  have,  we  have  not  an  inheritance  in  our 
•eats,  but  depend  Tir  a cciutiuuance  oftlieui 
in  future  parliaments,  on  the  good  opiuiuii  of 
Che  electors  of  Great  Britain  ; and  to  depritc 
Uiem  of  the  right  of  frequent  elections,  ivliich 
the/  are  entitled  to  b/  law,  cnonut  be  supposed 
aproper  cecooueadation  to  their  fuvDur;  and 
it  was  therefore  convenieuito  reiiiovetbissium- 
bllng-blockoutofche  way,  that  the  adrucntes  fur 
the  bill  might  argue  and  voce  ivicli  Brenter  assu- 
rance. ButI  hope  the  resolutions  nfchis  day  wilt 
fully  makeappear,howfaIse  and  groundless  these 
and  such  like  suggestions  are,  and  that  we  cau- 
not  be  deterred  from  a fiitliful  discharge  uf  the 
trust  reposed  in  us,  or  iuSurnced  iiguinst  it,  by 
any  motives  or  cnnsiderotioiis  nhntsuever;  and 
that  those  gentlemen  particularly,  who  have 
sac  long  in  parliament,  and  on  all  occasions 
have  so  wurthily  distinguisiied  iheioselves,  by 
being  the  greatest  advocates  for  the  rights  and 
liberties  uf  the  people,  will  at  this  time  shew 
the  world,  that  they  continue  fixed  and  steady 
to  the  principles  they  havealtvays  professed.  1 
therefore  hope,  that  a law  wbicb  even  the  worst 
usiuisiry,  in  the  worst  of  parliaments,  never  had 
the  wickedaess  to  attempt,  will  not  actually  be 
established  under  tlie  best  administration,  and 
in  (he  best  parliament  with  tvhich  this  nation 
was  ever  blessed. 

These  were  the  chief  arguments  that  were 
urged  on  either  side,  for  and  against  the  Bill ; 
and  upon  the  whole  matter  it  was  resolved,  by 
a majurity  of  S84  against  102,  that  the  Bill  be 
•ommitted  to  a Cummicteeofthe  nholc  Ilouso. 
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Repealing  tlie  Septennial  Act,  and  restoring 
Parliaments  to  a continuance  of rhree years  only 
Tliose  witli  at  voted  a.  o,  1734,  against 
the  Repeal  of  the  Septeoaia!  Act. 


Alicrcrombie,  Alexan- 
der, captain  of  foot 
Addison,  Jos.  a cum- 

Aislaby,  John,  treasur- 
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the  lioushuld,  and 
warden  of  tbe  sinn- 
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Brace,  John  Thurloe 
Braddyl,  Doddington, 
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f Bristow,  H.  a com- 
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the  debts  due  to  the 
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BritiiTe,  Robert 
Broderick,  Thomas 


Broughton,  sir  Briau 
t Brudeiiel,  bon.  j,  | 
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Burridge,  John  | 
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fCaiupt^!,  J.  groom  | 
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captain  of  the  foot-  | 

Campbell,  sir  James, 
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j- Campbell,  Daniel 
Carherry,  lord  J 

Cnrew,  sir  Nicholas  Ij 
bart.  I 

Carpenter,  General, 
colonel  of  horse 
Carter,  Laurence, snli- 
citiji  general  to  the  i 
prince 

Cartwright,  If.  made  a 
commissioner  of  the 
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Cater,  John 

• Cavendish,  lord  J. 
Chaadler,  Rirbavd 
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• Created  viscount  Casilemain,  and  baron  of 
Nentow'i,  April  17, 1718.  “My  lordToonsliend 
and  Mr.  Methuen  arc  extremely  concerned  tC 
what  you  write  about  (he  prubability  of  sir  Ri- 
chard Chilli’s  immediate  promotion  to  the  peer- 
age. They  apprehend  tbatsuchamarkofhisuia- 
Jesty's  favour  to  ibaigeii(leman,who  isaTory, 
may  have  a very  ill  cfiect  at  (his]imcturc,nnd  tbk 
it  will  at  least  revive  many  pretensions  amnung 
the  Whigs,  which  arc  in  every  respect  better 
founded,  so  that  it  will  be  of  great  duservice  (o 
his  majesty  to  do  it  at  present;  for  which  reason 
they  desire  you  would  use  your  utionsi  endea- 
vours at  least  to  get  it  deferred  till  ofeer  the 
next  session,  by  which  means  his  majesty  will 
linve  the  service  of  sir  U.  Child  in  the  House 
ufCommnus  for  onesessioo  lunger;  and  they 
make  no  doubt  butthe  evident  reasonableness  of 
this  delay  will  reconcile  sir  R.  Child  to  acqui- 
esce in  it,  ifhecaa  iiave  his  mnjesty's  assorauce 
ofits  being  done  at  that  lime."  SteplieuPoynt* 
CiM^:»yynIpole. 
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cofferer  to  the  prince 
Cooningbam,  air  J.  bt. 

Cunningham,  Henry, 
commissioner  gene- 
ral of  the  musters  in 
Scotland,  and  ciini- 
missioner  of  the  for- 
feited estates 
D'Aeth,  Thomas 
Balrymple,  dr  David, 
bt.  lord  advocate  Tor 
Scotland 

Daines,  dr  W.  kt. 
t Darcy,  Conyers,  one 
of  the  commissioners 
for  executing  the  of- 
fice of  master  of  the 
borse  and  avener 
Deacle,  John 
Delaval,  Praucia 
Delaval,  George,  rear- 
admiral 

Denton,  Alexander,  his 
majesty's  counsel  at 
knv,  and  attorney- 
general  of  the  dnccby 
of  Lancaster 
Dasboverie,  Jacob 
Dixton,  Josiah 
t Docminique,  Paul, 
a commiasioner  of 

Doddingtoo,  George,  a 
commisdoncr  of  the 
admiralty 
Dowdeswell,  W. 

Doaglass,  W.  captain 
of  foot  , 

Donglats,  bon.  cqI  G.  ^ frrfdte^l  csi«^  ,• 

VoL.  V}!.'  '• 


[Stu 


j-  Drake,  sir  F.  II,  b(. 
Ducane,  Richard 
Dunch,  Edmund,  mas- 
ter of  the  Icing’s  luius- 
liold 

f Edgeumbe,  Richard, 
a commissioner  of 
the  treasury 
Egerton,  lion.  W.  col. 

Erie,  rt.  lion.  Thomas, 
lieutenantgeneml  nf 
the  ordnance,  and 
governor  of  Ports- 

f Eric,  Giles,  captain 
ofhorse 

Ernie,  sir  Edward,  bt. 
Evelyn,  George 
Eyies,  Francis,  direct- 
or of  the  South  Sea 
compnny 

■\  Eyie,  sir  John,  bt. 
a direaoT  . of  the 
Bank,  and  commis- 
sioner of  the  forfeit- 
ed estates 
Eyre,  Giles 
Fairer,  W.  master  of 
Sl  Catherine’s  in 
the  Tower 

Farrington,  sir  R.  bt. 
Fe^uson,  Alexander 
Ferrers,  brigadier  T. 
col.  of  foot 

Fielding, bon.  W.  clerk 
of  tlie  green  cloth 
FiR-WiIJiams,  J.  lord 
viscount 
Forbes,  John 
Forrester,  VV. 

Fowler,  sir  R,  lit. 
f Fntakland,  Thomas 
Fumese,sir  Robert,  hL 
* Gibbon, Pliilip,  com- 
missioner of  tile  re- 
venue of  Ireland 
Gordon,sir  W.bt.com- 
missioner  for  stating 
the  debts  due  to  the 

Gough,  sir  Richard,  bt. 
a director  of  the 
East-IndiaO'Qtpany 
Gould,  Hachaniel,  a 
director  of  the  bank 
Graham,  cd.  James  ' 
Crancham,  Richard,  a 
commissiouerfor^  ' 
forfeited  estates  I 
Grant,  Alexander,  col.  ' 
off(>ot,andguveraor 

ofSheCTDCSB 

Greenville,  Richard 
|Grego^,G.oneofthe 
comnuMioners  for  the 


')■  Griffith,  Jobn,  of 
Lynn 

IOrimstone,  William 
rove,  Grey  James 
Giiidoit,  William 
Haldane,  Patrick,  one 
of  the  commissioners 
of  the  forfeited  es- 
tates 

Haldane,  Mungo 
•J-  Hales,  sir  Thomas, 
bt.  oue  of  the  enm- 
inlssioncrs  fnr  for- 
feited estates 
Hampden,  Richard, 


Uarnage,  Richard 


of  dragoons,  and 
groom  of  the  brd- 
chamber  to  tbe 
prince 

Eniglit,  John 
Lade,  John 
Leigh,  Jiihn 
Leonard,  sir  Samuei, 
bt.  one  of  tbe  grooms 
of  the  bed  cliamher 
to  the  prince,  nml 
lieut.  of  the  second 
trorfp  nf  guards 
Littleton,  Iho.  capt. 
, , of  foot 

of  the  tellers  of  Lockhart,  James,  one 
tbe  exchequer  ofihecomniissioners 

‘ of  the  equivalent 

London,  John 
Long,  col.  Clinries 
Lowndes,  WilHum,  se- 
cretary to  tlie  Trea- 


col.  ofhorse, andgo- 
vernor  of  Guernsey 
f Heathcote,  John, one 
oftbedirectorsqtthe  sory 

Rast-Inrfia  company  Lumley,  hon.  Henry, 
Heathcote,  sir  Giluert,  col.  ofliorse 

knt.  one  of  tbe  di-  Lyddal,  Tlmmas 
rectors  of  thebauk  lUaisters,  William 
Henley,  John  Marsham,  sir  Rt.  bt. 

Hill,  "frevor  Meson,  Cliarles 

Hill,  sir  Roger  Maynard,  Tbo.  com- 

Hiliersden,  William  missarj-general  of 

Hinchinbrook,  lord,  Minorca 

cnl.  in  the  guards  Mend,  sir  Nathaniel, 
Hitch,  Robert  knt.  bis  majesty’s 

Hobart,  sir  John,  ht.  steward  of  Kumford 

Hopkins,  Jobn  Medlicot,  James,  raos- 

Hopkins,' Edward,  one  ter  in  chancery 

ofthecommissinners  Meiliuen,  bon.  PanI, 
nftlicrevenueio  Ife-  one  of  tbe  eommis- 

laml  sioners  of  the  irea- 

Meywk,  Owen 
Mickletliwaiie,  Tho- 


missionersofthefirr- 
feited  estates 
f Hacks,  William,  bis 
majesty’s  brewer 
Humphreys, 
liam,  bt. 


Middleton,  Jobn, 
licuc.  col.  of  foot, 
and  deputy  governor 
of  Tinmooin 
Wil-  Minshull,  Edward 
Molesnorth,  Robert 


Jekyll,  sir  Joseph,  knt.  Molineux,  Samuel,  one 
'iLiefjusticeofCbee-  of  the  secretaries  to 


the  prince 
Monro,  Robert,  gover- 
nor of  Inverness,  a 
captain  offoot,  and 
one  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  forfeited 


Jenklos,  Tobias 
-j-  Jennings,  sir  John, 
knt.  oneoftheccin- 
missiocersnf  the  ad- 
miralty 

Jennings,  Philip 
f Jessop,  Wm.  Welch  Monson,  sir  W.  bt. 

Judge  Montague,  James 

Joho>>on,  sir  Thomas,  Montgomerv,  John, 
knt.  one  of  the  grooms 

Jbiisscq,  sir  Theodore,  of  the  bed-didinber 

bt.  to  the  prince,  and  a 

Ingram,  Arthur  capciun  of  Uie  feoc 
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fi!oretoa,eol.Mfttlb«if  for  natiogtlie  debti 
Ducy  due  «>  ibe  nnav 

Morgen,  Anthony, de-  * Pelham,  hoa.  Ilenry 
Duty  governoronbe  Pepper,  brigadier,  col. 
Isle  of  VVight.  of  dragoons 

Morgan,  John  * Kobert 

Morrioe,  Humphrey,  Piu,  Tbumu,  senior 
one  of  the  directors  Pitt,  Thomas,  junior 
of  the  bank  * Plumiree,  John,  one 

Murray,  lord  James,  oftltecom«usi(iners 

col.  in  the  foot  for  stating  the  debts 

guards  due  to  the  army 

Murray,  Alexander  Pollock,  sir  Robert,  br. 
Murray,  Alexander  governorofPortWil- 

Naylor,  George  Tiaos 

NerilIe,lion.  Grey, one  Porter,  Aubrie 

oflhecotnmiisioners  Prideaux,sirKdmd.bt.  I 
for  stating  the  debts  f Pulteaey,  William,' 
due  to  ilte  army  secretary  at  war 

Ne<rpnrt,lord  riscount  Pynsent,sirWilliam,bt. 
Newport,  hotu  Tho-  * Kead,8irTbomBs,bt. ' 
mas,  one  ofiliecotu-  Rebow,  sir  Isaac,  knt. . 
tnissioners  of  the  * Rich,  sir  Robert,  be. 
Treasury  col.  ofdragooas 

Noel,  boo.  John  Robaris,  bon.  Francb, 

Norris,  £tlward  one  of  the  commis- 

Korris,  sir  John,  knt.  sioiiers  of  the  tere* 

oclioiral  of  the  blue  nue  in  Ireland 
Nordiey,  sir  Edward,  Robinson,  sir  W.  bt 
knt.  bis  majesty’s  at-  Samuel,  air  Thomas, Ut. 
toroey  general  Sandford,  sir  Richard, 

Nortitey,  Wiliiam  bt.  warden  of  the 

* Offiey,  Crew  Mint 

Oliphant,  Chas.  M.  D.  Scanen,  sir  Thomas, 
Onslow,  Dentil,  one  of  one  of  the  directors 
tbecommissiouersof  of  the  bank 
the  victualling-oSce  Scot,  James,  major  in 
Onslow,  Thomas,  out-  Che  foot  guards 
ranger  of  Windsor  * Setwyn,  col.  John, 
Forest  one  of  the  clerks  of 

* Oughton,  sir  Adol-  the  green  cloth  to 

plius,  bt.  major  of  the  prince 

the  guards,  and  one  Shate,  Jolm  Barring- 
of  the  grooms  ofilie  ton 

bad-chamber  Co  the  * Sloper,  William,  se- 
prince  cretary  Co  the  pay-  ' 

Owen,  rir  Arthur,  bt.  master  geueral  i 

Oxenden,5irIIenry,bt.  * Smelt,  Leonard,  one 
Page,  sir  Gregory,  bt.  ofchecomniissioiiers 

one  of  the  directors  for  stating  the  debts 

of  the  Late  India  due  to  the  army 

company  Smith,  James 

Palmer,sirTl)nm3«,bc.  Smith,  John,  oneofthe 
one  of  die  commis-  tellers  of  the  exche- 
Noners  for  stnoog  quer 

the  debts  due  to  tke  Sondes,  Edward,  lord 
army  ' Ttscount 

Papillon,  Pbiliu  Stanhope,  gen.  James, 

* Parker,sirPhilip,bt.  one  of  the  secreta-. 

Pawint,  lord  Wilbam,  lies  of  state 

one  of  the  lellersof  Stanhopev  bon.  Wil- 
the  exchequer  liam,  col.  of  dra- 

Paulett,  Norton  goons 

* Pauletc,  lord  Harry,  Stanhope,  Piiilip,  lord, 

captain  of  dnigi)0iis  oueofthogeutlemen 

* Pelham,  XboDiBs, one  of  the  bed-chaaber 

•fliKCtHBCimiwcm  ,ri..4o.^ie,prtocs-i  ir 


Stnnwix,  Thomas,  col.  * Tufinel,  Samuel  ' 
ofdragoous,andgo-  * Turner,  CUolmley  I 
vernor  of  Chelsea  • Turner,  sir  Charles, 
hospital  knt.  one  of  the  com- 

Staoyan,  Abraham  missionersofthead- 
Sceel,sirRichard,tMs-  miraliy 
teroftbeplay-bousc,  Vans,  Patrick 
and  oneof  the  com-  Vernon,  Thomas 
missioners  for  the  Vincent,  Henry,  jut.  I 
forfeited  estates  one  of  the  commis- 

Stewart,  brigadier  J.  sinners  of  the  vie- 
lieuc.  col.  CO  tbe  Srd  mailing  office 
regiment  of  guards  * Wade,  gen.  col.  of 
*Scenart,WiIliam,one  foot 
of  the  secretaries  to  • W^er,  sir  Charles, 
the  prince,  and  re-  knt.  rear  admiral  of 
membrancer  of  the  tbe  red,  and  comp- 
excheq.  in  Scotland  trollerofthe  navy 
St.  Quiotin,  sir  \V.  Wallop,  John 
be,  one  of  the  com-  Walpole,  Galfridas, 
missioners  of  the  treasurer  of  Greeo- 
Ireasury  wich  hospital 

Strickland,  William,  • Walter,  Peter 
one  of  the  commis-  Ward,  sir  John,  kot. 
sioners  of  the  reve-  alderman  of  Lon- 
nue  in  Ireland  don,  and  one  of  the 

Tench,  sir  Fisher,  bt.  direccorsofclie  bank  | 
oiieoftheSoDih-sea  Warrender,  sir  G.  bt  < 
directors  Weaver,  John 

* Thompson,  William  Wentworili,Tho.  jun. 
Thompson,  sir  Wit-  West,  hon.  John,  gui-  | 

liam,  koC.  recorder  don  in  the  guards, 

of  London  and  a clerk  of  the 

Tirwhit,  sir  John,  bt.  cooncil 

*Townsbend,boo.  Ho-  Wheat,  sir  Thomas, bt 
ratio,  one  of  tbe  di-  White,  Thomas 
rectorsoflbeSoaCh-  Winciiester,  Charles, 
sea  company  marquis  of,  one  of 

Travers, Samuel, audi-  tbegentlemen  ofebe  > 

tor  CO  the  prince,  bed-chamber  to  tlie 
and  one  ofebe  clerks  prince  I 

of  the  king's  works  Wmewcoug,  sir  John, 

* Treby,  Geo^e,  one  bt.  col.  of  foot  ' 

ofUiecommissioncrs  Wilkinson,  Thomas  I 
for  tbe  forfeited  es-  Williams,  sir  E.  bt.  1 
tales  Wilmer,  William  I 

Trefusis,  Samuel  * Wibon,  Duniel 

Tpelawny,eirJohn,bt.  Wortley,  hon.  Sidney 
oneofthegemlemeii  Montague  i 

of  the  bed-chamber  • Wynn,  Thomas,  on*  j 
to  the  prince  of  tbe  equerries  to 

* Trencliard,  George  tbe  prince  I 

Trevanian,  John  • Yonge,  William  I 

ALISToflhe  MEMBERS  who  voted  against  j 

the  BUI  for  Repealing  the  TRIENNIAL  j 
ACT.  I 

N.  B.  Those  with  a*  voted  against  repealing  i 

cheSeptenuiolAc^  a.  o.  1734.  | 

Those  with  a j-  voted  for  repealing  the  said 
Act,  and  restoring  Parliaments  to  a coiitinuaoce  | 
of  three  years  ooly. 

Archer,  Andrew  f Barrymore,  ear!  of  j 

Baker,  George  Bathurst,  Benjaaon 

'■4  sir  G.  1* 
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dwkeleyj  Msuric« 
Berlic,  Chulca 
Bertie>  lioii.  James 
Berrie,  hon.  Henry 
Betts,  William 
BlackeijSirW.  bt. 
BlaD>t,8ir  John,  he. 
Booth,  boD.  Langhatn 
Brf  eebridge,  Samuel 
+ Bramseone,  Tliooias 
Bromley,  William 
Bromley,  John 
Bruere,  George 
Baubury,8icU.  ht. 

* Butler,  Jamee 
Calmady,  SliUston 
Celthorpe,  Reynolds 
Caircrt,  Felix 
•f  Caretr,  sir  W.  bu 
-f  Corlivrii'iit,  Thomas 
sir  Thomas,  bt. 
Cecil,  bon.  Charles 
ChsiDperooori,  Arthnr 
Chtplm, sir  Robert,  be. 
Chetwynd,  Walter 
Chiewel,  Richard 
Clarges,  Robert 
Cudriiigton,  John 
f Cuflin,  Richard 
Colemore,  William 
Conyers,  John 
Conyers,  Thomas 
Cope,  sir  Jun.  ki.  bt, 
Corrance,  Clement 
f Colton,  sir  J.  H.  bt. 

i Courtney,  sir  W. 

ox,  Charles 
Cox,  John 

Cross,  sir  Thomas,  bt. 
Curzon,  sir  John,  bt. 
Davers,  sir  Robert,  bt. 
Delaune,  William 
Downe,  lord  viscount 
Drake,  M.  Garrard 
Erie,  Joseph 
Eden,  sir  John,  bt. 
Elford,  Jonathan 
Elwes,  sic  Harvey,  bt. 
England,  George 
Euricke,  William 
Fane,  hon.  John 
Finc^  Daniel,  lord 
Fleetwood,  John 
Fleming,  Richard 
Foley,  Thomas 
Foley,  Richard 
Fownds,  John,  jun. 
Freeman,  Ralph 
Fuller,  S.  Partiger 
Godfrey,  Peter 
Grey,  Thomas  de 
Guernsey,  Heueageld. 
Hanmer,  sir  T.  bt. 
Hardress,  John 
t Harley,  Edward 
Maney,  William 
Heath,  Thomu 


liedwortb,  John 
Herbert,  James 
Herne,  Joseph 
Heron,  Henry 
Heysham,  Robert 
Heyshom,  William 
Hill,  Samnel 
Holmes,  Henry 
lloptun,  Richard 

JElonier,  Tliomts 
low,  sir  Richard,  bt. 
Hungerford,  John 
Hutcheson,  Archibald 
Hyde,  Robert 
JeHreys,  Edward 
Jenliinson,  sir  R.  bt. 
Jennings,  James 
Jennings,  John 
Ing,  William 
Ingram,  bon.  Arthur 
Johnson,  sir  Henry,  kL 
Johnson,  William 
Isliam,  sir  Justinian  bt, 
Kaye,  sir  Arthur,  bt. 
KeymissirCborlcs,bt. 
King,  Thomas 
Kyiiaston,  Corbet 
Lambert,  Edward 
Lawson,  Gilfrid 
Lechmere,  Anthony 
Lechmere,  Nicholas 


Leicesrer,  sir  F.  It. 

■j-  Leigh,  hon.  Charles 
4 Lennz,  William 
Lenen,  sir  William,  kt. 

* Lewis,  Thomas 
Lewis,  Thomas 
Long,  sir  James,  bt. 

* Longueville,  Charles 
Lnwther,  Jnmes 

t Lutwyche,  Thomas 
4 Master,  Thomas 
Mews,  sir  Peter,  ke. 
Morgan,  sir  T.  bt. 
Morrice,  sir  N.  bt. 
-t-Mostyn,  sirS.  bi. 

4 Newland,  William 
Nicholas,  ^ward 
North,  Dudley 
Northmore,  W.  jun. 
Nortbleith,  Stephen 
Pucker,  Robert 
Packington,  air  J.  bt. 
Pajet,  Henry,  lord 
+ Palmer,  Tfwmas 
Palmer,  sir  Jeoffry,  bt, 
Parker,  Charles 
Paske,  Thomas 
Peytoe,  William 
Pill,  George 
Pitt,  Ge^ree,  ion. 
Pole,  sir  Wiiham,  bt, 
Randyl,  Morgan 
Raymond,  sir  Robert 


Rogers,  sir  John,  bt. 
Ross,  generslCharlet 
f Rowney,  Thomas 
4 Rudge,  John,  a di- 
reclot  of  the  Bank. 

JRushout,sirJ.  bt. 

awbridge,  Jacob 
-j-  Seabright,  sir  Tho- 
mas Saunders,  bt. 
Shepbeard,  Samuel 
t Shippen,  William 
Shuuleworth,  R. 
inith,  Thomas 
Smithson,  Hugh 
Snell,  John 
Stephens)  Tiiomas 
Stephens,  William 
Stonehouse,  sir  J,  be. 
Stradling,  sir  Edw.  be. 
Slrangeways,  Thomas 
* Sutton,  Richard,  bri- 
gadier general 
Swanton,  Francis 
f Talbot,  John  Dory 


Trenclard,  Henry 
Treror,  Jubo  Motley 
Trotraan,  Samuel 
Turner,  sir  Edw.  kt. 
Vaughan,  lUcbard 
Vernon,  Thomas 
Urquhart,  Alexander 
Walciit,  Humphrey 
Walter,  sir  Jonn,  bt. 
Warburton,  sir  G.  bt. 
Ward.  John 
Ward,  William 
Ward,  Joshua 
Wentworth,  hon.  T, 
Weslerne,  Thomns 
Whiielocke,iir  W.  kt. 
Willoughby,  bon.  F. 
Windsor,  bon.  Dixie 
Winstanley,  James 
Wofseley,  sirR.  bt. 
Wrigbtson,  William 
Wykes,  Wdimm 
Wynne,  Ricliard 


PetifioruegaiTUt  (Ac  Septennial  BiU.j  April 
95.  Two  Peiitkms  apiinst  Che  said  bill,  nna 
from  the  borough  of  Horsham,  the  other  from 
Westbury,  were  presented  (o  the  House  and 
read  : The  last  of  them  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  } but  the  House  taking  o&ence  at  an 
expression  in  that  from  Horsham,  viz.  “That 
they  looked  upon  it  as  ao  overturning  of  the 
constitution,  and  as  an  infringement  of  their 
liberties,”  rejected  their  petition. 

Debate  concerning  a Clause  /or  pretenling 
Femumersfroai  lUtiiig  in  Parliament.']  ARer 
this  Mr.  Lechmere  moved,  and  the  questiun 
was  proposed,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the 
snid  bill  was  commiiced,  that  they  bare  leave 
CO  receive  a clause,  to  disable  persons  from  be- 
ing ciiose  members  of  either  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, who  have  pensions  during  pleasure,  or 
any  number  of  years  : but  general  Staniiope 
having  represents,  that  Such  a clause  would 
but  clog  the  bill,  and  endanger  its  miscarriage, 
part  of  it  being  derogatory  to  the  prit  ileges  of 
cbe  House  of  Lords  ; and  ihac  if  any  jealousy 
were  entertained  of  the  roenihers  rif  the  House 
of  Commons  having  pensions  from  the  crown, 
n bill  might  be  brought  in  to  exclude  them ; 
the  previuuB  quesiion  bring  put,  that  the  ques- 
tion be  now  put,  it  passed  in  the  native. 


Then  the  House  in  a grand  cummitece,  of 
which  Mr.  Hampden  was  chairman,  went 
through  ihe  bill,  and  directed  it  to  be  reported 
without  any  aroendraeut ; which  being  done, 
the  House  ordered  it  to  be  read  the  tliird  uine 
the  next  day.  After  this  general  Sianhope 
moved,  and  it  was  ordered  accurdi’nely.  That 
leave  Iw  given  to  bring  in  a bill  to  disable  njoy 
person  from  being  chose  a member  of,  or  sitting 
and  voting  in,  the  House  of  Commons,  who  has 
any  pension  during  pleasure,  or  for  any  number 
of  crtjwa  } and  that  general 
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Stanbope,  Mr.  Graggs,  and  Mr.  Boscawen,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  tbe  same. 

Debale  in  the  Comnoas  on  ibe  third  reading 
eflbe  Siptenniul  Biil.'l  April  ‘id.  Two  Petiliuos 
againsc  (he  enid  bill,  one  from  tbe  borough  of 
CaerdiSe,  (be  other  from  Peters&eld,  being  pre- 
scioted  (Dtbe  Houae,  aad  read,  were  ordered 
to  he  upon  ilie  table.  After  wbicli,  the  bill  was 
read  a third  lime,  and  upon  Mr,  Hampden's 
(notion,  the  question  was  pat,  That  the  bill  do 
pass,  wbicli  occasioned  a debate  tliat  lasted 
abouttwohoim.'*  Those  who  spoke  ngaiiisi 


* “ Id  ui;  last  T conld  only  give  ;ou  an  ac- 
count that  llie  Septennial  Bill  was  committed 
b;  a great  mqjonijt  now  I can  acquaint  you 
that  yesterday  it  past  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a majority  of  al>OTe  two  to  one.  The  chief 
arguments  used  on  the  Whig  side,  were  the 
resent  situation  of  our  alfairs,  an  enemy  at 
ome  in  opao  rebellion  not  yet  quite  subdued, 
aud  a faction  at  hometlinc  encouraged  nuts  and 
tumults,  and  would  undouiiledly  lay  lioldoftlie 
opportunity  that  a new  election  oSered  them 
to  stir  up  ibe  people  to  act  only  riots  but  eveu 
a frc‘h  Uebelljoii,  (bat  the  Trieoniai  Act  never 
answered  tlie  endsnt  first  proposed  by  it:  tliuc 
K served  for  no  other  end,  but  to  keep  niite  our 
animosities  wbich  by  die  short  ioierrals  be- 
tween elections  had  nut  licne  to  cool;  and  that 
it  debauched  the  commuo  people’s  morals  and 
principles,  (uid  made  them  capable  of  die  worst 
liapressions,  and  ruined  (lie  gentry,  who  by  (he 
frequent  returns  of  elections  were  put  to  great 
expellees,  and  become  slaves  to  the  populnce  ; 
that  it  lunjlered  the  due  administration  of  juv 
tice,  because  the  ruagislrutes  durst  not  puaisli 
nmiy  and  great  crimes,  if committed  by  a voter, 
or  for  fear  of  disobliging  one,  and  tbdt  at  the 
present  Juncture  when  our  foreign  enemies 
only  wanted  a fit  opportunity  to  invade  os  anew, 
and  put  the  Pretender  again  npotr  us,  we  ought 
to  be  upon  our  guard,  and  afford  him  no  oc- 
casion. Tile  Tories  in  their  turn  harangued 
mi  the  topics  of  liberty,  and  said  that  frequent 
elections  were  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  by 
placing  proper  checks  nil  the  crown,  minister, 
and  even  the  House  of  Commons  itself ; that 
Co  repeal  (his  hill  was  in  effect  to  own  the  king 
coaid  not  trust  bis  people;  besides  they  argued  it 
was  uujusc  Id  continue  themselves  for  anjtlor.ger 
time  tliau  the  people  chose  them  for^  they 
most  then  be  esteemed  not  the  people’s  but 
theirown  tcpreseiiiaiives,  and  whatlaws  sliuuld 
be  made  by  them  after  the  time  expired  for 
which  they  were  elected,  must  be  null  and 
void  1 (his  dooglity  argument  wss  insisted  on 
by  almost  every  oae,  but  particuirrly  by  sir 
Thomas  Haniner  ard  Leclimerc,  but  this  was 
both  laughed  at  and  refuted.  Tor  should  that 
argumviii  hold,  tlien'  we  were  a people  that 
bad  nut  a supreme  power,  ami  so  could  neither 
make  or  repeal  u»y  laws  at  all,  besides  it  took 
from  us  (he  natural  laws  of  self  ilefoace  and 
preservation  in  tiipes  of  extreme  danger  ; for 
(he  seme  power  ibitt  utadptJuikUnr  muslrsursly' 


I the  bill  were  Mr.  Freeman,  Mr.  Hungerfonl, 
Mr.  Wykes,  and  lord  Finch,  wbo  were  severally 
answered  by  sir  Richard  Steele,  Mr.Boscawen, 
air  William  Thompson,  Mr.  Erie,  Mr.  Tufuel), 
and  sir  John  Browiilow.  Mr.  Freeman  and 
Mr.  Hungerfonl  having,  among  other  things,  in- 
sisted, (hut  no  satisfactory  answer  bad  yet  been 
made,  either  as  to  the  trust  reposed  in  the  Cum- 
muns  by  their  priucipuls,  or  as  to  the  repealing 
theTricmiioi  act.  How 

Mr.  Tq/*nelf,madethcrcupon  the  following 

Mr.  Speaker ; — I think  the  only  question  be- 
fore us  is,  Whether  the  Triennial  act,  as  it  now 
stands,  or  ns  it  is  proposed  to  be  altered  by  this 
hill,  is  likely  tn  conduce  most  to  the  benefit  of 
the  public  ? However,  since  in  this  debate  there 
has  been  a good  deal  said  of  the  constitutbn 
of  parilaments,  I must,  beg  leave  to  mentioa  a 
a word  or  two  on  that  subject.  That  par- 
Jiatnents  were  anciently  to  be  held  annually, ap- 
pears by  twu  acts  niadr,  the  oue  in  the  4to, 
(lietitberln  iheSStbofEdward  S.  But  though 
they  were  to  be  held  annually  or  ofiener  if  oc- 
casion should  be,  ia  order  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances of  the  people,  yet  I cannot  find  that 
there  ever  was  any  time  limited  for  electlous : 
But  as  the  crown  had  always  the  power  of  dis- 
solving, so  likewise  of  calling  a parliament 
whenever  they  thought  lit.  There  was  indeed 
a Triennial  act  made  in  the  16ch  of  Charles 
1,  ‘ To  prevent  the  incouveoieneea  which  may 
‘ arise  by  the  long  intermission  of  Parliaments ; 
and  therefore  it  provided, ' That  there  should 
‘ be  a session  once  in  three  years;’  but  he  no 
means  limited  any  time  for  the  duration  of  par- 
liaments. Tills  act  was  repealed  in  the  IStti  of 
Charles  2,  because  there  were  some  provisions 
made  in  it,  which  were  looked  upon  as  a dero- 
gation to  the  rights  of  the  crown.  1 believe  I 
may  venture  to  say,  (he  first  restriction  which 


have  an  equal  power  of  repealing  it.  This  is 
the  sum  of  holli  arguments,  but  in  the  debates 
on  this  subject,  a good  deal  of  warmth  was 
shown  by  the  Tories,  and  Snell  so  affronted  the 
whole  Scotch  nation,  in  saying  that  no  wonder 
those  gentlemen  wgre  for  giving  up  our  liberties, 
who  hod  given  up  ibose  of  tbeir  own  nation, 
tlmt  lie  was  forced  I'l  explain  liimtelfand  ask 
pardon.  larrd  Finch  abused  both  parliament 
and  ministers,  that  this  bill  was  calculated  to 
serve  the  uvariceufa  few  persons;  and  he  term- 
ed the  House  of  Commons  a tick-spitile-por- 
liament  for  cuniiag  into  it.  It  must  be  owned 
the  Whigs  when  it  was  first  proposed,  did  not 
relish  it  at  all,  but  these  arguments  and  (be 
necessity  of  the  times  converted  ilieoi.  And 
it  is  now  evident  that  they  should  like  whst 
they  have  done  die  better,  because,  there  is  not 
a Jacobite  who  does  not  rail  aloud  against  it, 
which  confesses  a disappointment,  uiid  tliat  we 
have  broke  their  sclieoies.  Thusl  have  given 
you  ns  full  an  account  of  this  malier  as  I could 
in  a letter."  Mr.  Moyle  to  Horace  Walpoic. 
■CeSe’a Wuljwlei'  ■ 
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erer  the  cmwn  lay  under,  os  to  the  cominuaiiee  i 
of  parliameiiii,  was  in  thedth  of  Williiun  and 
Mary.  Tbeo  i>]iruDt>  up  the  Trieitnuil  law, 
wbich  is  the  subject  itf  out  present  debate  ; 
oud  which,  however  well  designed,  was  certainly 
an  innovation,  until  then  unheard  of.  So  Uihc 
what  is  DOW  uSitred  in  this  bill,  is  only,  iu  soioe 
measure,  tu  reinstate  tbe  crown  in  tbat  power 
wliicU  It  bud  alw.iys  enjoyed.  And  I cannot 
but  be  surprised,  chat  those  gentlemen  who  have 
liitheico  boasted  ihemselves  to  be  tbe  zealous 
ossertors  of  tbe  prerogative  of  the  crown,  should 
of  a sudden  be  so  food  of  a law  which  undoubt- 
edly is  a very  great  diminution  nf  it.  I hope  I 
shall  not  be  misunderstood,  as  if  this  were  the 
only  reason  which  induces  me  to  uppruve  of 
die*'prescnt  bill.  No,  though  1 slioU  always  have 
a due  regard  to  the  prerogative,  yet  if  1 could 
jiaagine  iliai  this  bill  would  prove  the  least  de- 
triment to  the  public,  the  least  liiifriRgement 
of  the  liberties  of  iny  fellow  subjects,  my  vote 
tliould  never  flatter  nay  crown,  ao  far,  us  to  re- 
vive such  a prerugaiive. 

1'be  design  of  this  bill  is  only  to  eninrge  die 
cime  for  (he  concinuance  of  parhaini'iU!,  by 
making  ilieia  Septennial  instead  nf  Triennial, 
or  ibe  law, -as  it  now  stands,  we  have  already 
had  the  experience  abnui  23  years;  and  what 
advantage  have  we  gained  r lias  it  ever 
answered  one  single  end  for  which  it  was 
iucended  ? On  the  contrary,  has  it  not  pro- 
duced the  most  mischievous  effects?  What 
eadicss  divisions  hits  it  created  among  neigh- 
bours, friends,  nny,  the  nearest  relatious  ? 
Iluw  bus  it  ruiotd  genilemeii’s  estates,  made 
them  nut  only  beggars,  Luc  slaves  to  the  very 
meanest  of  the  people  ? What  a scene  of 
corruption  has  it  every  where  introduced? 
How  has  it  debauched  the  morals  of  the 
nation  ? Even  the  administration  of  provin- 
daljustice,  wtiich  has  always  been  esteemed 
tlie  glory  of  our  eonstiiutioo,  lias  been  in- 
fecied : and  1 wish  the  infection  msy  have 
reached  no  farther.  These  are  some  of  the 
fatal  consequences  we  have  already  expe- 
rienced by  this  Triennial  Law:  and  (hose 
alo'ie,  In  iny  humble  opinion,  would  he  suffi- 
cient reasons  for  (he  alteration  of  it.  How- 
eter,  let  iis  consider  the  present  eircumstanres 
of  our  affairs  In  order  to  it,  let  us  a Imte  look 
hack  CO  the  original  of  our  misfunuiie-. ; and  nre 
they  not  owing  to  thnt  unreasonable  cry  of 
the  danger  of  Che  church,  under  the  specinus 
pretence  of  stipporiing  the  church  of  England, 
tliougli  iiianifi-otly  in  favour  of  that  of  Rome? 
That  unhappy  delusion,  which  has  been  so  in- 
dui.trioii>ly,  si  maliciously  spread,  and  so 
faudly  indulged  [ Let  us  consider  that  unna- 
tur.il,  onprovoked  tebeUion,  which  has  so  lately 
ruged  niiiong  us;  and  that  sullen,  groundless 
spirit  of  discontent  which  still  lies  niumiuring 
in  so  many  iraiternus  breasts.  And  nolwith- 
staiidiiiK  that  iiniriH:reMce,  any  cohtempt,  with 
which  I hear  the  argument  of  our  alliances 
treated  by  some  guiilleiiiun,  1 must  own  I 

01  stress  laid  upoa  iC : for  Law  can  we  imagine,' 
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that  any  foreigu  powers  will  readily  enter  into 
any  treaties  with  us,  for  uuradnntage,  aiihoec 
'"cnesecurKy  that  they  shall  be  made  effectual, 
long  as  our  government  is  subject  to  such  a 
fluctuation,  and  as  it  were  Triennial  ? Espe- 
cially if  it  be  considered  in  how  shameful  and 
bow  infamous  a manucr  tbe  grand  alliance  was 
broken ; the  faith  of  treaties  violBU'd  ; tbe 
credit  of  this  nation  sunk  ; its  interests  be- 
trayed : our  ancient  and  bait  allies  abandoned 
and  ill  treated;  new  imes  sought  for,  and  . 
caressed,  with  nu  other  design,  but  to  make  os 
:e  easy  prey  to  the  Pretender?  Nay, have 
ot  too  just  grouud  to  suspect  that  (his 
has  ail  alung  been  underbaud  supported  by 
these  very  allies,,  tbe  old  inveterate  enenlies 
' consiinitioii,  wbu  are  always  envious 
prosperity  and  only  wan  a lair  oppor- 
tunity to  give  us  fresh  dislurbances?  And 
could  tbeir  vigilance,  their  anfol  management, 
and  their  treasure,  joihed  with  tbe  unwearied 
endeavours  of  a restless  faettun  ni  borne, 
procure  an  election  in  tbeir  favour,  what 
would  be  the  consequence,  but  to  unlouse  the 
doors  of  your  pri.-uns,  to  set  traitors  oace 
mur»ut  the  head  of  your  aflairs,  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  rc-actiog  their  former  un- 
finished scenes  of  treachery,  to  make  you  a 
trihuiary  province  to  France,  and  for  ever 
complete  the  ruin  of  these  kingdoms?  To 
see  tlie  British  honour  tlius  prostitored,  (he 
once  arbilress  of  Europe  thus  insulted;  these 
things,  1 say,  ought  to  raise  in  every  British 
breast  a just  rtsenuneut  of  the  injuries  of  Ids 
country.  After  ail,  1 am  sensible  there  have 
been  several  objbetions  made  against  this  bill, 
which  carry  an  air  of  popularity  with  them ; 
yet  whicli,  upou  extuoiiintioo,  must  appear  to 
be  of  no  veal  weight.  I sliali  take  notice  of 
but  one  or  two  of  tbe  most  considerable,  lest 
I should  Irespass  too  far  on  yuur  indulgeoce.  It 
issnid,  our  electors  chose  us  their  representuiivea 
but  for  three  years,  and  that  we  cannot  prolong 
the  term  without  betrayingtliot  trust  vr  bich  ifaer 
have  reposed  to  us.  lu  answer  to  which  t 
must  dcaiie  grntleinen  to  consider  the  nature  of 
(he  writs  of  sunimoiis,  and  ibe  returns  to  them  : 
i>  It  not  to  consult  ' ile  ruhus  arriuis  regni?’ 
and  that  they  sliould  have  * pienom  et  suS- 
* cieuteni  putvstutem  pro  se  et  communicate 
‘ comiiaius  prsdicii.  et  prsdictorum  civium 
‘ et  burgoruiu,  divisim  ab  ipsis,  ad  faciendum 
■'  quod  do  commuiii  cunsilio  ordiiiori  cuutigerit 
■ in  praimissis  ; Iia  quod  pro  dclectu  hujusmodi 
' pntestatis  iiegotia  predicta  infecia  non  re- 
‘ niaiicanc  ?’  Nay,  may  not  the  same  objecdon 
be  madangainstrepealing  or  altering  any  law 
in  force  at  the  time  of  an  election,  niid  cun- 
sequently  defeat  tbe  very  end  for  which  a par- 
liuaient  15  chosen?  And  I should  be  glad  to 
know  what  particular  authority  they  were  ia- 
vcsCfrl  with,  who  made  the  Triimiial  Law, 
which  was  certainly  a great  altinitiuo  nf  the 
constitution?  There  is  anotlitr  hiiig  which  I 
find  is  very  nincli  insisted  on,  uul  llnit  is,  lup- 

low  tliere  is  the  roost  occasion 
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for  it.  Are  ue  not  ererv  d»j  threateneii  »icb 
new  insurreciioos.  new  iiirBsimis?  And  it  il 
not  the  prospect  of  tucccst  at  the  next  elec- 
tion, however  iU<^rounded,  uhicb  pull  keeps 
•live  the  spirit  of  Jacohidsni  ? 

No  wonder  then  there  are  such  clninourt 
raised  witliuut  doors  against  this  bill,  h;  the 
enemies  to  our  government,  as  well  knowing 
that  ihis  must  prove  its  bett  secuntj ; that 
it  effectually  defeat  their  measure? ; that  it 
must  sinke  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  their 
traiter-ius  designs ; and  for  ever  blast  the  Pre- 
tender's hopes  of  rekindling  the  Same?  of  re- 
faellioD.  In  short  I am  s»  entirely  convinced 
not  only  of  the  reasonableueM,  but  of  ilie 
absolute  necessity  of  this  bill,  io  order  to  put 
an  end  to  oiir  iiiiluippy  divisions,  to  stop  that 
raging  rlelu,;e  of  corrupunn  which  is  so  univer-. 
sally  spread  throughout  the  whole  nation,  to 
make  the  crown  sit  easy  on  his  majesty's  head, 
and  perpetuate  the  protustant  succession  in  his 
royal  family ; and  at  the  same  lime,  that  it  is 
no  ways  prejudicial  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  subjects  uf  Great  Britain  ; that  bow  ill 
soever  a recummeiidathm  it  may  he  to  any 
future  ideciinn,  if  1 can  have  but  the  pleasure 
to  see  my  coumry  secured,  to  sec  these  blessings 
fixed  upon  a solid  and  lasting  foundation,  and  if 
I can  have  but  the  honour  to  coiurihute  the 
least  s.iutr  towards  so  glorious  a work,  mv 
ambiiion  will  be  Sufficiently  rewarded,  thnugli 
I should,  hy  tins  day’s  vole,  fur  ever  after  be 
excluded  a place  in  this  House. 

Lord  Guernsey  having  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  asserted.  That  if  a man  ditl  not  fall 
into  ull  the  measures  uf  the  ministry,  and  lap 
with  them  like  the  meu  of  Gideon,  he  was  im- 
mediacelv  brow-beaten. 

Mr.  Boscaaien  answered,  That  that  ho- 
nourable member  was  of  an  itber  npiiiioD  not 
many  weeks  before;  so  Chat  what  he  now  said 
must  proceed  ntfaer  from  resentment  or  disap- 
pointment. 

Sir  John  Broainiuw  said.  That  for  his  own 
part,  he  neitlier  expected  nor  looked  for  a 
place;  chat  ho  would  not  have  been  fur  this 
bill  during  the  last  ministry,  because  he  was 
sure  they  would  have  made  an  ill  use  of  it, 
but  that  he  was  for  it  now,  becaose  he  was  sa- 
tisfied tbe  present  ministers  would  not  abuse  it. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  the  question  being 
put,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  264  votes  against  121 ; and  Mr. 
Hampden  was  ordered  to  carry  tbe  bill  back  to 
the  Lords. 

Bill  relating  to  High  Treasaitthroain  out  by 
the  Commons.J  May  2.  The  Lordshaving  sent 
down  to  the  Commons  a bill,  iniitled,  ' An  act 
foridliwingof  counsel  to  all  persons  who  shall 
be  proceeded  against  in  parliament  for  any 
crimes  of  Trenson,  or  Misprision  of  Treason 
to  which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  the 
Commons,  the  said  Bill  was  read  the  first  time; 
and  after  some  deb.ate,  the  question  being  put, 
tliat  it  he  read  a second  lime,  it  passed  in  the 
negative.  By-thjr  bili-cDune^/or  prisoncFfi,  lin 


3. — Proceedingi  rejecting  Persons  in  the  [3S0 
coses  of  High  Treason,  were  to  be  permitted  to 
speak  to  matters  of  fact  as  well  os  points  of 

The  Aetfor  reilraining  the  King_from  gniiig 
out  of  theKingdon,  repeated.]  I'he  king huv- 
iog  resolved  to  visit  his  German  dominions; 
and  bv  the  Act  of  Settlement  bismajesty  being 
restrained  from  going  out  of  the  kingdom,  with- 
out consent  of  parliament,  n motion  was  made 
by  sir  John  Cope,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hamp- 
den, fur  bringing  in  a Bill  to  repeal  that  clause 
of  the  said  Act ; whicli  bill  was  aecurdingty 
brought  in  tzem,  con.  and  past  into  a law.  * 

Prorredings  respecting  the  vnusunl  Liberty 
ailiKued  to  Persons  committed  to  the  Custody  if 
the  Serjeant  at  ArmsI]  May  31.  Mr.  Cholmley 

pointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire 
ioto  the  causes  of  the  unusual  liberty  c^t  has 
been  allowed  of  late  to  Persuns  committed  to 
tiie  Custody  of  tbe  Serje&iuat  Arms  ; whereby 
they  have  had  opportunity  to  make  tlieir  es- 
capes, the  matter,  os  it  appeared  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee; which  Ue  read  in  Ills  place,  and  after- 


*“  Before  the  king  went  abroad,  he  made 
the  following  creatious  and  prumotiuns  : Tlio- 
nia>,  lord  Coniiigsby,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, barou  Coningsby,  of  Coningsby,  in  ilie 
county  of  Lincoln;  Sir  Richard  Onslow,  baron 
Onslow,  of  Onslow,  in  the  county  of  Salop  ; 
Thomas  Newport,  baron  uf  Torrington,  in 
the  county  of  Devon ; William  Cadogan,  bwon 
of  Reading,  in  the  county  of  Berks;  and  sic 
Robert  Matsham,  haron  of  Rumoey,  in  tbe 
county  of  Kent;  viscount  Castleton  in  Ireland, 
viscount  Castlelon  in  England;  sir  Henry  St. 
John,  viscount  St.  John  ; George,  lord  5lew- 
buig,  of  Ireland,  lord  Newburg,  of  Anglesey, 
in  Wales;  Mr.  Edgecombe  was  made  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  treasury;  Mr.  Methuen,  oue 
of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state; 
and  Mr,  Hampden,  one  of  the  tellers  of  the 
exchequer.  Mr.  baron  Bury  was  declared 
lord  ebief-baron  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  room 
of  sir  Samuel  Dodd.”  Tindai. 

“ When  the  motion  was  mode  hy  sir  John 
Cope,  to  repeal  the  restricting  clause,  and  se- 
conded by  Hampden,  it  passed  unanimously, 
not  a single  member,  amongst  many  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  succession  of  the  Hanover 
line,  venturing  to  make  tbe  slightest  opposition 
to  the- repeal  of  a clause,  which,  however  con- 
formable to  the  hopes  of  the  nation,  could  not 
but  be  considered  as  invidious  and  disgraceful 
to  the  new  sovereign.  The  ministers  were 
often  obliged  to  make  the  roost  pressing  remon- 
strances, as  well  to  prevent  the  absence  of  the 
king,  as  to  hasten  his  return ; these  remou- 
strnnees  were  often  ineifectoal,  but  always  of- 
fensive ; ami  Walpole,  during  the  course  of  his 
administraiion,  lamented  au  evil  which  he  had 
in  vain  attempted  to  remedy,  and  which  no* 
thing  but  the  continuance  of  tho  restraining 
douse,  or  an  absolute  cession  of  the  electorate 
^couW  hnvepneivttited..”  -Guw^ 'Walpole. 
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wnrdt  delivered  in  at  ibe  clerk’*  tnble:  Where 
the  same  was  read  ; and  is  as  follows ; viz. 

That  the  Coimnitiee  have  examined  several 
wicnetsei ; and  find  the  fact  as  follows : viz. 

Mr.  jficWcuR^af  eaid,Tlmt*oonaherthe 
Kevolution,  1688,  he  was  a depot;  to  Mr. 
Topham,  then  Serjeant  at  Arms  of  the  House 
of  Commons ; and  so  continued  till  the  time  of 
Ids  death;  and  that  he  look  several  persons 
into  custod;  durinc  (hat  time:  That  Mr.  Top- 
ham  wes  a housekeeper  in  Bartlett's  buildings ; 
where  he  kept  four  nr  five  prisoners  in  cusiod; 
at  a time;  and  when  lie  had  not  room  at  hooie, 
be  used  to  send  them  to  one  of  bis  messengers 
hooses,and  not  otherwise ; and  that  the  pri- 
tonersiiever  wentabrond  wiiboutleare  of  the 
house , except  m the  case  of  two  mailmen, 
• ho  were  great  dealers,  and  committed  upou 
the  complaint  of  sir  William  Whitlock,  o mem- 
lier  of  ini*  house ; and  then  the  Speaker,  upon 
their  application  to  liitn,  nve  them  leave  to  go 
out  about  tbeir  business;  but  R;al  always  went 
with  them,  and  they  returned  the  same  night  in 
custody : 

“ Mr.Ryal  farther  said,Thatsir  John  Parsons, 
aldcrmanSturt,  and  Mr.  Fane,  coramissionei-s 
of  the  victaallii^,  being  ordered  into  custody  ; 
upon  their  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
leave  was  given  iliem  to  be  confined  at  their 
own  bouses,  which  were  within  tlie  bounds  of 
the  Vipcualling-office;  and  that  RyaMny  at  one 
of  their  houses  eveiy  night,  and,  every  morning, 
reported  to  the  Seiyeant,  That  he  had  seen  his 
prisoners:  and,  except  io  the  instances  above- 
ineationed,  he  knew  of  no  otlier  enlargement 
to  the  confinement  of  any  other  persons  in 
custody. 

" Daniel  Kingham  said,  He  was  a messen- 
ger in  the  Convention  Parliament,  under  Mr. 
Topliam ; wbn  kept  his  prisoners  at  home, 
■mi  never  let  them  go  abroad  without  a roes- 

“ Jvhn  Holins»ktad  said,  That  he  was  a mes- 
senger under  Mr.  Seijeani  Topham,  about  27 
years  ago,  when  lie  lived  in  Bartlett's  Buildings; 
that  Mr.  Tophnm  used  lo  order  his  prisoners 
to  a messenger's  house  ; but  does  not  know  he 
ever  gave  liberty  for  any  to  go  abroad  without 
a messenger  to  attend  them ; and  cannot  re- 
member, chat  Mr.  Topham  ever  kept  any  pri- 
soners at  his  own  bouse,  in  his  lime,  except 
Mr,  Orabme  and  Burton. 

“ John  Cot  said,  Us  was  a messenger  under 
the  late  Seijeant  Powel ; and  that  Mr.  Mason, 
nows  member  of  this  House,  was  committed 
to  his  custody  ; hut  that  he  never  weut  abroad 
without  Cox  » attend  him.” 

That  Mr.  Ser;>:ant  Wihur^,  being  examined 
by  the  said  Committee,  loucbing  the  matters 
aforesaid,  gave  the  following  Answer;  viz. 

" That  Mr.  Wm.  Waller  was,  by  this  House, 
ordered  into  his  custody,  on  the  24th  of  May 
1714,  for  a breach  of  privilege,  committed 
■gainst  Edward  Vaughan,  esq.  und  the  eaid 
Wnlleritnuding  out  m contempt  of  the  House,  I 
tipon  fresh'  bp^^»lS,<‘Wwas  'bh}ei«i-’lhtkK'j 


custody  the  two  succeeding  sessions  of  parlia- 
meut ; upon  the  last  of  which  orders  he  sur- 
rendered himself,  and  has  ever  since  been  in 
town  ready  to  appear  when  sent  for;  though 
he  never  was  confined  to  close  custody ; 

“ Tliat  Mr.  Walter  Price,an  aitoriiey,  gave 
the  Seijeant  his  word  for  the  said  Walters  fbrtli- 
coiniug;  which  was  nil  the  security  tlie  Seijcanl 
bad  ; who  sent  three  several  time*  iuto  Wales 
to  take  him,  and  received,  fur  chariies  and 
fees,  about  60/.  by  way  of  cumposition ; of 
which  lie  might  get  about  SO/,  clear,  above 
cliarees,  as  he  believes: 

“ That  Mr.  Robert  Parker  was,  upon  ilie 
4tliof  April  1715,  ordered  into  custody  for 
. a breach  nfihe  privilege,  against  Mr.  Cbulmley; 

' and  he  surrendered  himself  into  custody  of 
Tho.  Gregory,  one  of  tlic  messengers;  who, 
being  a poor  man,  aod  no  housekeeper,  put 
liim  into  a friend's  house  of  his,  whose  name 
the  Seijeant  never  knew ; die  said  Gregory 
telling  him.  That  his  prisoner  should  beforih- 
coming  at  any  time,  upon  demand,  os  the 
housekeeper,  the  said  Gregory's  friend,  had 
promised  him  : that  the  serjeant  received  liis 
caption  fee  ofS/,  6i.  8d. ; and  was  promised 
that  it  should  be  made  up  a greater  sum,  when 
the  matter  was  over:  and  that  this  was  all 
the  security  he  bad  Irom  Parker;  who  is  run 

I “‘That  on  the  24tb  of  May  1715,  Joseph 
I Calton  mayor  of  Hertford,  was  ordered  into 
custody  for  a breach  of  privilege ; but  the  Ser- 
I jeant  did  not  send  for  limi,  by  reason  that  Mr. 
Cssar  and  Mr.  Gulston  promised,  that  be 
should  surrender  himself;  nlnch  he  accordingly 
did  in  two  or  three  days ; and  that  he  never 
kept  him  in  custody  ; but  IloJlingsbead  the 
messenger  had  the  care  of  him  ; though,  by 
the  Serjeands  approbation,  Calton  was  not 
kept  in  custody  at  IloUingsbead's  house;  nor 
does  lie  know  where  he  wns  kept  for  ten 
months  after  his  commitment;  but  tliat  Moffett 
one  of  bis  messengers,  has  now  the  care  of  iiim; 
but  knows  not  where  be  is  kept : and  the  Ser- 
jeant said,  he  received  S3  guineas  upon  Col- 
ton’s account;  and  believes  Hoiingshead  had 
10  guineas  ; and  believes  that  tlie  money  was 
Mr.  Cssar's;  but  gave  a receipt  in  Calton's 

“ Robert  Moffet,  being  examined,  said,  he 
nercrhadMr.  Calton  in  his  custody.  'Tbit 
the  Seijeant  being  asked,  what  was  became  of 
one  Herrington,  a prioter,  ordered  into  custody, 
the  Istuf  July  1715;  he  eaid,  that  Berriiig- 
ton  surrendered  himself  soon  after  the  order, 
and  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Moffet  the 
mesieng^ ; but  upon  Mr.  Gawon  Meson's 
promising,  that  be  should  be  fortbeomiog,  be 
gave  him  his  liberty ; and  does  nut  know 
' where  he  now  is : That  he  received  90  guineas 
of  Herrington  ; faiit  returned  two  guineas  back 
again  by  reason  ofhis  poverty  : Model  said,  tlie 
Seijeant  gave  Herrington  leave  to  go  hiimcianil 
the  Seijeant  further  said.  That  be  was  lui  house- 
keeper, and  never  kept  in  close  cnnfiucfflect 
"kfiy 
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Aod  amotion  boin^made, nod  the  qarwnti 
being  proposed,  “ That  Ibo.  W vhei^  Serjeant 
at  Arms.  aCietiHmg  this  House,  Iineiog  b,Y  un- 
WBrrniitHble  and  corrupt  practices,  permitted 
divers  persons,  committed  to  }iis  custooy  for 
notorious  contempts  of  the  Privileges  of  this 
House,  and  other  great  ofliences,  to  have  their 
iilseriy.  and  discharge,  niihoot  any  order  of  the 
Hoose  for  such  lincharge,  or  any  leave  from  the 
Speoker  for  such  liberty,  hath  thereby  render- 
ed inaSectUBt  iliejuit  censures  of  this  Hoose, 
and  has  been  guilty  ofa  great  brencli  of  trust  in 
the  executiou  uf  Ids  office.'* 

And  the  preriuua  question  being  put,  That 
that  qoesiioii  bcoonrput;  ictvus  resolved  in 
tbenffirmauve.  Theu  tiie  itiaiii  question  beiug 
put  ; it  was  resolved  in  the  nffirmetive. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  considemtion  of 
tha  saidlleport  be  adjourned  uiitilTuesday,  the 
5ib  ofJune. 

June  5.  The  House  proceeded  to  take  into 
further  consideration  the  Report  from  the  said 
committee. 

A Petition  ofTbo.  Wiberg,Ser9eaotat  arms, 
was  prcse'ited  to  the  House,  and  read  ; setting 
forth,  “ That  the  Petitioner  is  most  heartily 
sotry  for  having  incurred  the  ceasure  of  this 
Kottse,  for  having  uiiwarrauiably  discharged 
some  prisoners,  committed  to  his  custody ; and 
permitted  others  to  have  (heir  liberty,  without 
any  notbnrity  ffir  that  purpose  which  censure 
the  petitioner  doth  most  humbly  acknowledge 
to  bejust,  in  the  manner  your  honours  have 
been  pleased  to  pass  Cho  same;  end  in  miliga- 
tiooof  bis  said  offence,  hamhly  leave  to 
offer  to  your  iiouours,  That  the  lenity,  which 
he  was  infonned,  bis  predecessors  had  used  to 
persons  ordered  into  ilisir  custody,  led  him  into 
these  futnl  errors;  but  (be  petitioner  humbly 
assures  your  honours,  that  the  just  sense  he 
now  hath  nfliis  saidmisbehavioor,  hath  wrought 
in  hima  mosiaincere  resolution  to  bcliare him- 
self as  he  ought  for  the  luture:  and  praying, 
That,  in  compassion  to  tlie  petitioner's  circum- 
stances, your  honours  will  forbear  any  further 
resentment  against  him : and  humbly  begging 
pardon ; end  throws  himself  on  the  mercy  and 
goodness  of  this  hanuurablc  Hause.”— Oniered, 
That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Ordered,  1.  “That  Mr. William  Waller,  who 
was  committed  to  the  custody  of  theSerjenni  at 
Arms  for  a breach  of  the  privilegeof  this  House, 
committed  against  Edward  Vaughan,  esq.  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  who  was  unduly 
discharged  out  of  custody  by  tlie  ssid  Serjeant, 
be  committed  a prisoner  to  the  Gatehouse. 
!<.  That  Joseph  Calton,  mayor  of  Hertford,  who 
was  committiHl  to  ehecusto^yof  the  Serjeeotat 
Aims,  fora  breach  of  the  privilege  ofthisHouse, 
in  making  an  undue  return  of  burgesses  to  serve 
in  this  present  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Hertford , and  who  was  unduly  discharged  out 
ofeostody  by  the  said  Seijeant,  be  committed 
a prisoner  to  the  Gatehouse.  3.  That  E.  Her- 
rington, a Popish  printer,  who  was  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  for 
printing  a ii^e>  >$e6hdiil<w>'.eiid  trvteTOur 
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libel,  intituled,  ‘The  Evening  Post,  from 
Tuesday,  June  S8tb,  to  Thursday  June  30th, 
1713,*  highly  reflecliiig  on  bis  majesty,  and 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  who  was 
unduly  divcimtged  out  of  custody  by  tlie 
said  Serjeant,  be  cummitted  a prisoner  to  the 
Gatehouse.  4.  That  Robert  Parker,  who  was 
cummiiccd  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  for  a breach  of  the  privilege  of  this 
House,  coiomiued  against  Hugh  Choimiy,  esq. 
a member  of  this  House,  and  who  has  escaped 
out  of  custody,  be  committed  a prisoner  to  the 
Gatehouse.  6.  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrants  for  the  commitments  of  the  snid  Wii- 
liam  Walter,  Joseph  Colton,  E.  Berrington, 
and  Robert  Parker,  accordingly."-* 

TAe  C^irmons’  Repiicalion  to  Che  Earl  of 
SlrafforrCt  Ansvier.'\  Junel4.  A message  was 
sent  from  the  Commons  to  the  Lords,  by  Mr. 
Aisisbie  and  otiicrs : with  a Replicatiun  to  the 
earl  of  Strafford’s  Answer,  put  in  tn  the  Articles 
of  Impeachmene  exhibited  against  him.  (See  p. 
346  ;)  which  was  read  as  follows : 

“ The  Commons  have  considered  the  An- 
swer ofThomes  earl  of  Strafford,  to  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Impeachment  exhibited  against  him 
by  the  knights,  citixeni,  ami  hnrgesses,  in  par- 
liament assembled  ; aod  do  aver  their  Charge 
against  rite  said  Tliomns  earl  of  Strafford,  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  to  be  'true ; 
and  that  tlie  said  earl  is  guilty  of  all  and  sin- 
gular the  Articles  and  Charges  therein  respec- 
tively enmeined,  in  suchmanner  as  be  stands 
impeached  ; and  that  the  Commons  will  be 
ready  to  prove  their  charge  agninst  him,  at  such 
convenient  time  os  shall  be  appointed  for  tlmt 
purpose.” 

AlW  Mr.  Aislabie  was  withdrawn,  his 
Lordship  complained  of  the  dilatoriness  of 
the  Commons  in  bringing  their  Impeachment 
to  an  issue ; as  also  ^nt  some  of  liis  accusers 
were  to  become  his  judges  (meaning  the  lord 
Coningsby  and  sir  Richa^  Uuslow,  two  of  tlie 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  whote  patents  for  a 
peerage  were  at  that  time  passing)  outwith- 
standing  which,  he  said,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
to  make  his  innoreiicy  epnenr. 

Protnt  againtt  the  Bt/i  relating  to  the  Fur- 
Jetted  Estatet.']  June  S3.  A bill  from  .the  Com- 
mons, imitled,  “ An  act  for  appointing  Com- 
missioners to  enquire  of  the  Estates  of  cei'- 
tain  Traitors  and  of  Popish  Recusants,  and  of 
estates,  given  to  siipentitious  uses,  in  order 
to  raise  money  out  of  them  severally  for  the  use 
of  ibe  public,”  was  read  the  third  lime  ; and 
ihe  question  being  put.  That  the  Bill  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  tne  affirmatire  by  44  voices 
against  19.  Whereupon  the  following  Lords 
entered  their  Protest. 


■*  “ As  for  the  Seijeant  at  Arms,  out  of  com- 
passion to  hit  circumstances,  no  other  punish- 
ment was  passed  upon  him, than  a private  intima- 
tion of  disposing  of  his  place,  on  the  purchase 
of  which  he  had  laid  outmostof  ills  tbrtune. 
.PitiiticAVStue-.iivUis-  ' n 
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‘ J)ia&enueiil’ 

1.  “ We  conceive  i}iere  isnonecessity  of  (Iiis 
bill,  becHUkE  (tiE  urriioarv  I'oriat  of  l;iw  wilt 
bring  all  die  lorfeiiurca  of  pnsons  aitainied 
into  clic  I’xchcquer  muc^  sooner,  End  witli 
less  expeiice  to  the  public,  thnn  will  be  by  (liis 
bill. 

3.  “Tills  BilltaVts  uwBjr  tlie  estates  of  per- 
sons Chougb  innocenr,  and  tuhjects  tlieni  to  se- 
vere penalties  not  to  be  avoidt  d by  any  method 
Bgrteable  to  reason  aod  justice. 

3.  " It  vests  iill  leases  for  years,  of  persons  , 
ftUninteil,  111  ibe  crown,  from  clie  Siib  of  June, 
17 15 ; whereas  by  law  such  leases  are  not  fur-  ' 
felted  but  irnui  the  time  of  conviction ; and 
this  mny  uvertlirow  ilio  estates  of  innocent  pur- 
cbuseia  or  niiirCgngees  of  socli  chattel  lenses,  ' 
who  may  have  bought  and  lent  their  money 
under  the  side  |iriiie.itinn  of  the  law. 

4.  “ Uccausc,  by  tliis  bill,  oil  debtors  are 
obliged  10  discover  the  debts  they  owe  to  any 
person,  to  the  comniisaioners,  by  the  S4ch  of 
novemher,  1716,  under  itie  peii^ty  of  forfeit- 
ing  double  the  debt,  in  case  the  creditor  happen 

I IQ  be  attaiiiled  at  any  time  before  the  S-ltii  of 
I June,  1718,  aiihougli  before  the  34th  of  No- 
, veiiiber  1718,  he  be  neither  accused  nor  so 
inacb  as  suspected ; and,  we  conceive,  no  cun- 
structioD  can  he  made  of  that  clause,  from  nay 
I seeming  inconsisiency  in  it,  to  exempt  it  from 
the  absurdity  and  injuttice  enacted  l>y  it. 

I 5.'  “ Because  any  argnineiits  drnwn  from 
I any  part  of  ilmt  clause,  to  muke  the  rest  of  it 
gaud  sense,  were  they  just,  yet  we  cannot  agree 
to  enact  such  a clause,  which  must  either  be 
DOC  good  sense  or  unjust. 

6.  Because  every  person  who  has  any 
daim  to,  ur  ioterestiii  any  cither  man’s  estate, 
uiust  make  bis  claim  before  tlie  commissioners, 
by  June  1717,  or  else,  if  the  person  whose 
I estate  is  subject  tu  such  claim,  liappeiis  to  be 
I attained  by  June,  1718,  though  till  then  he 
j be  never  accused  nur  suspected,  ibey  are  fur 
I errr  barred  ; and  no  cunstruclioa  waseudeu- 
I voured  to  be  upide  of  tliis  clause  to  excuse  it 
' Irom  the  absurdity  and  iiyustice  apparent  in  it. 

< 7.  '*  The  act  for  Irish  forfeitures,  being  urged 

as  11  precedent  fur  ciiii  bill,  we  conceive  if  tliat 
act  were  liable  to  the  objections  which  this 
hill  is,  by  Wing  in  it  the  like  clauses,  yet  that 
isnogootl  reason  for  Uie  passing  this;  for  if  that 
parliament  did  a wrong  nod  injusiice,  it  is  no 
argument  for  this  parliament  to  do  the  same, 
Ivbt,  in  process  of  time  repented  precedents 
of  jliis  kind  may  become  too  bard  for  reason 

B.  “ Because  the  general  words  in  this  biU 
»iay  give  occasion  in  the  commissioners  to  ' 
Jhiiik,  and  the  judges  to  construe,  that  they 
have  power  to  summon  peers,  examine  tliem 
uHth,  and  cummit  iliem  to  the  couimon 
Rsol,  which  we  conceive,  was  contrary  to  the 
sense  of  tlie  House,  and  fur  from  their  inicu- 
hon  to  agree  to. 

9-  “ Because  this  bill  takes  away  the  power 

VoL.vii;. 


tlie  forfeited  estates,  except  a provision  for  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  late  duke  of  Or- 
iQoiide,  the  late  lord  .Mar,  and  the  late  lard 
Soliiigbroke. 

“ (Signed)  Abingdon,  Montjny,  Ilay,  Tre- 
vor, Compton,  Gower,  Straffurd,  l^ansull, 
Berkeley  of  Strottoo,  Aylesford,  Foley, 
B.uliurst,  Bruce.” 

TAe  Kniff’s  S/ieecA  at  the  Close  of  the 
Sewinn.]  June  86.  The  King  went  to  ihc 
Iluuse  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  attending, 
his  majesty  gave  the  royal  aseeiit  to  feveral 
public  and  private  Bills;  after  winch  the  liord 
Cliancellor  read  tlie  fullowiog  Speech  deti- 
I'eied  into  ins  hands  by  his  majesty  from  the 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

“ 1 cannot  put  an  end  to  this  session,  with- 
ouc  exuressing  to  yon  my  siiiisfaciioo  in  the 
priiceeuiugs  of  this  parliumi-nt.  Tlie  wbole- 
sume  and  necessary  laws  which  liuve  been 
passed  with  so  much  steadiuess,  resolution, 
and  uDanioiity,  will,  I trust  in  God,  answer 
those  good  ends  which,  it  is  evident,  you 
liave  had  in  view,  by  defeatiog  the  designs 
and  reducing  itie  spirit  of  our  enemies,  by 
encouraging  our  friends,  and  raising  the 
credit  and  reputation  of  the  nation  wroail 
CO  such  a degree,  as  that  1 may  rea- 
sonably expect  (he  fruits  of  a settled  g'<vem- 
menc ; especially  being  supported  by  n par- 
liament zealous  for  the  prosperity  of  tbeit 
country,  and  ihc  protesUmt  interest  of  Europe. 

“ I ero  confident  my  conduct  liitberto,  in 
suppressing  tbe  rebelliun  and  punishing  those 
caiiccrned  in  it,  has  been  such  as  demonstrates, 
tliec  1 desire  rather  to  lessen  their  nunihers  by 
reclaiming  them,  than  by’muking  examples; 
but  I am  sorry  to  find  that  the  numerous  in- 
stances of  mercy  which  I hare  shewn,  have 
had  iin  other  enect  Clmn  to  encourage  Che 
faction  of  the  Pretender,  to  renew  tlirir 
insults  upon  my  auihoriiy,  and  lire  laws  of 
tbe  kingdom,  and  even  lo  nfiect,  with  the 
gresitetc  insolence,  to  distinguish  themselves 
from  my  good  and  riiiiliful  subjects,  BCtiog  with 
such  folly  and  madness,  ns  if  they  inteuded  to 
convince  ilie  world  that  tliey  are  not  (o  be 
reduced  Co  quiet  and  submission  to  my  govern- 
ment, by  such  genlJe  methods  as  are  most 
agreeable  to  iny  own  inclinntioos. 

“ Gentlemeu  of  the  House  of  Commons; 

“I  return  you,  io  particnlar,my  chauks  for 
ihe  supplies  you  have  given;  which,  altliiiugh 
they  fall  sliort  uf  tbe  sums  you  found  necessary, 
and  have  voted  for  tbe  service  of  tbe  whole 
year;  yet,  by  the  encouragement  you  have 
given  to  make  them  effeccuul,  may,  I hope,  he 
so  managed  as  to  carry  on  the  current  service 
till  another  session  of  parliament. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

" I am  very  sensible  ibete  are  matters  of 
great  consequence  slill  depending  hefore  you  ; 
but  as  iliey  huve  hitherto  been  postponed,  out 
, of,  ^b^uip.^.^cp^ity,  |>j_ipierven,ipi  affairi  of 
a more  pceiising  h&fiirt  udd  dt  Ihh  dkis.i  iimric- 
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din»  conCfrti  io  th#  pMcr  ond  snfety  of  the  i 
imnon.  I il.ouelii  the  •of  tlie  year  re-  | 

qi.iied  1 sJmul<i  defer  your  farther  prooeedines 
uU  tlic  next  mtlier  than  you  shoold  be 

deuunuil  out  .if  yuur  respeciire  countries 
loager  than  conid  be  consisieut  «itb  yuur  pri- 
vate eoiieerns. 

“ 1 Ciinnoi  doubt  but  that,  duriag  this  recets, 
you  will  all  use  y<>or  best  endeavours  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  kingdotn,  and  to  dis- 
courage  ami  suppress  ail  mamier  of  disorders, 
since,  as  tlie  lirsi  scene  of  the  lace  lUbellioii 
iros  opened  and  ushered  in  by  luniulu  and 
riots,  so  you  may  be  assur^l,  upon  wfauc  pre- 
Seoce  soever  they  are  raisetl,  they  can  bare  no 
other  teuilency,  bat  to  support  (lie  spirit  of  a 
faction,  restless  and  unwearied  in  their  endea- 
vuara  to  rcoevT  the  Hebellioii,  sod  to  subvert 
the  rtdigimi,  laws,  and  liberties  of  their  country. 

“ 1 design  to  make  use  of  die  ap|irnacbiot! 
recess,  to  visit  my  dominions  io  Geriuany,  and 
to  provide  fur  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
itingduio,  during  oiy  ateence,  by  constituting 
luy  beloved  son,  Che  prince  ufWnlts,  guardian  of 
the  realm,  and  my  heiitenaut  witliio  the  same.” 

Tnen  the  Lvd  Ctiancsilnt,  by  his  majesty’s 
command.'prorogucd  the  porliomeni  to  die  7tb 
day  of  Augiitt;  after  wliicli  it  was  farther 
prornguid  to  tbe  90tb  of  February,  1717.* 


* “ A risiogof  parliament  being  a kind  of 
cessation  Imm  politics,  the  Free-bolder  cannot 
Jet  hii  paper  drop  at  a mure  proper  juncture. 
1 would  not  be  accessary  to  the  continning 
uf  our  political  lerioeut,  when  occasiuns 
nf  di>|>ute  are  not  administered  to  us  by 
luatccrs  depending  before  the  Icgisiocure;  and 
svbeu  debates  witlmuc  doors  naturally  fall  with 
thiisu  10  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.  At 
the  same  time  a British  Freeholder  would 
very  >11  discliarge  his  part,  if  he  did  not  ac- 
knowledge, with  hecomine  duty  and  gn.tiiudc, 
the  excelJM^  and  seasQoahleiicss  of  those 
laws,  by  nhich  the  repr>n>eiitntives  of  men  in 
bis  rank,  have  recovered  their  country  in  a 
great  measure  out  of  its  confusinns,  and  pro- 
vided fiir  its  future  peace  and  happiness  under 
the  present  establisiimeat.  ?lhcir  unanimous 
and  regular  proceeding,  under  the  conduct  of 
that  luiiiuurable  person  who  fills  their  chair, 
with  the  must  c.insummate  ahihiies,  and  liutli 
justly  gained  the  esteem  of  all  sides  by  the 
inpcirtiulitr  of  his  behaviour;  the  absolute 
necessity  of  snme  Acia  wliich  the;  have  passed, 
and  tlu’ir  dis-mclinalion  to  extend  them  any 
lunger  than  that  necessity  required ; tliefr 
inaiiiiest  aversion  to.cnter  upon  schemes  which 
the  enemies  of  our  peace  had  insinuated  to 
have  been  their  design ; together  with  that 
temper  so  suitiible  to  the  dignity  of  such  an 
nssemhly,  at  a juncture  when  it  might  have 
been  expected  that  very  unusual  heats  would 
bare  Btisen  in  a House  of  Commons,  so  sealous 
for  their  king  and  country  ; will  be  sufficient 
to  quiet  those  groundless  jealousies  and  sus- 
picions, lyltjds  nayyLbcpPi  wdustijpurfy  prppp-, 
gaceij  by  the  ill  wishers  to  nqr  constitution.^ 

Addisou't  Fcteliolder, 
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I Pamcirxx  OccuBsr.KCEs  oi'BtKo  18e  Ht- 
I CBS. — Kiou — The  Prince  of  H’o/es  made  Gatr- 
rfton  of  Ike  Healni — The  King  goet  airond— 
Prpeetdinss  in  the  Ktwg't  dbiinee—Heditimit 
i^apcri  and  Hiott—Ckangu  in  the  MinUtry— 
Tm  King's  return— The  Sreafis/i  Resident 
t(  iifd-|-li/roi>  Gorlt  secured.]  “ The  king 
had  hot  too  jusi  cause  to  complain  of  the  fresh 
insults  of  tbe  disaffected,  notwiifastandiug  the 
many  instances  of  bis  clemency.  For  on  the 
SDtIi  of  May  (king  Charles's  feiinraiioii] 
Jacuhite  and  Tory  faciioos  had  distinguished 
tliemsvives  by  weariug  oaken  boughs,  and  on 
th>  lOth  of  June,  the  Pretender’s  birth  day,  by 
wearing  white  roses.  But  the  spirit  ofdisar- 
fection  shewed  itself  no  where  more  openly 
than  at  Oxford.  On  the  98th  of  Mny,  the 
king’s  birth  day,  all  the  windows  that  were  i). 
luuiinated  there,  were  broken  to  pieces,  asivere 
all  the  windows  that  wore  uot  iUutninuted  the 
next  day,  being  the  amiiver,nry  of  tlie  restora- 
tion. Tii  prevent  the  ill  vfiicts  of  this  disaf- 
fection, soldiers  'were  quartered  there,  wdiu,  as 
they  were  cliecrfally  and  peaceably  celebrating 
tbe  prince  of  Wales’s  birth  day,  were  insulted 
by'both  lire  echolan  and  townsmen.  Stones 
were  thrown  into  tbe  windows  of  tbe  Star-inn, 
where  the  officers  and  some  loyal  gemleuien 
were  met,  who  were  attacked  by  the  disaffected 
party,  when  they  came  out  to  drink  ihe  king’s 
and  tbe  myal  family’s  health  at  the  loufire. 
Provoked  by  these  affimnts,  the  soldiers  broke 
the  windows  of  the  disafectcd,  and  cutnmiited 
Slime  ocher  disorders.  When  the  vice-chan- 
cellor ond  the  mayor  sent  up  their  deposiiimis 
to  court,  they  took  no  notice  of  the  insults  the 
odieets  and  soldiers  bad  met  with,  but  only  uf 
what  tbe  soldiers  had  done  liy  way  of  reprisals. 
As  this  offfiir  come  belbre  the  pailiaiiient,  it 
will  be  mentioned  <DOre]urgety  Irerenfcer. 

“ Tlie  king,  befbre  bis  departure,  appointed 
the  prince  uTWalesGoardiuii  ofcheRealin*and 


“ • The  eagerness  which  the  prince  ex- 
pressed to  (ihcaiii  the  title  ond  nflice  oi  regent, 
augmented  the  disgust  of  the  king.  Conscious 
that  the  prince  was  instigated  in  most  of  his 
proceedings  by  Ihe  duke  of  .Argyle,  hisgronmof 
tliescoie,H'liAsefhscmncinginaiiiiersandspecioin 
address  had  {pined  n great  nsceodancy  over  the 
prince,  he  insisted  un  the  dismission  of  ihcduke. 
Under  tliese  iuipcessiuns,  the  king  was  umvill- 
ing  to  entrust  him  with  the  Bovemmeni,  with- 
out joining  other  persons  iti  the  c>iminie5iuR, 
imdwitliimt  limiting  his  uurb.iriiy  by  i1il<  most 
rigorous  restrictions.  With  a view  offorming  a 
regency  under  tlmsc  conditions,  he  submitted 
his  wishes,  throwb  the  chaimel  of  Bemsdorf,  to 
the  council.  Their  answer  on  this  subject, 
declared,  thnt,  ‘ on  u careful  perusnl  of  piece- 
‘ dents,  finding  no  instance  of  persons  bri<5 
‘joined  in  commission  with  the  prince  of  Wales, 
‘ and  few,  if  anyVesirictioRs,  they  were  iif  opi- 
‘iij'iii,  that  ilieconstBiittenorof  ancient  prac- 
* ticecould  not  convuiieoily  be  receded  from-* 

. AJ^hopvJi,  l|t!  ,rplpf^piuly,.stil]imttfed  to  consiga 
tq  the  prnice  tits  sale  direction  uf  affairs, 
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hit  Liedt«aiint,  during  his  nbseuce.  The  titles 
of  riuke  oTYork  and  Albany,  nod  earl  of 
Ulster,  were  given  to  prince  Erueic,  bisli,>^of 
Ouaburg,  the  king's  brutlier,  wbu  with  prince 
frederick,  was  also  made  koiglit  of  tlieaitrter. 
The  duke  ofDevnnsliirewat  made  prestdriuof 
tbecouncilf  and  his  place ofltmJ  statviirdu/ Ibe 
bnosliold  waseivea  to  the  duke  ni  Kent,  llie 
earl  of  Portland  was  made  marquis  of  Ticbdeld 
and  duke  of  Portland.  These  ptomorians 
were  attended  with  unexpected  disgraces.  The 
duke  of  Argyle,  and  bis  brother  the  cirl  ofUay, 
were  removed  from  all  their  einptnyiueats.'f 
Tliey  had  both  diatinguished  theinsvltea  by 
their  lettl  and  services  for  the  government  ; 
and  the  king  Imd  in  some  measure  put  his 
nrswu  into  their  bands,  by  placing  them  at  the 
lie.td  of  ills  armies  in  ScotJa,nd.  They  had  all 
along  voted  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  court 
aide  i and  therefore  their  removal  was  the- 
muresirauge.  Whatever  niightbe  tint  cause, 
llieir  posts  were  disposed  of,  to  shew  iheic  was 
BO  main  to  expect  tiieir  being  restored.  Oene- 
rnl  Carocuer  was  made  coihinandvr  in  chief 
of  ihu  iorces  in  Scotliuid,  and  gorernur  of  Mi- 
nnrcR  and  Port  Uoliun,  end  the  duke  of  iMon* 
trosc  was  appoinied  lord  clerk  register  of  Scot- 
land, in  (ha  room  ufthe  earl  of  Hay, 

“ Un  the  7th  of  July,  the  king  set  out  from 
St.  James's,  touk  water  at  die  Tower  and  ar- 
rived, alinut  two  in  the  aflernoan  nt  Oravesend, 
where  he  went  on  board  die  Carolina  yncht. 
He  was  ottended  by  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope, 
Mr.  Bnscawen,  comptroller  of  die  boushoid, 
the  uScen  of  the  green  ciotli,  end  most  of  hia 


instead  of  the  title  of  regent,  he  appointed  him 
Cunrdian  of  (he  Eeuhn  and  Lieutenant,  on  of- 
fice unknown  In  England  siuce  it  was  enjoyed 
by  Edward  the  Uack  prince."  Case's  VVal- 

t“  Alistofthedulie'spDtts^and  employments 
was  made  public  to  tliiselTeci:  Governor  and 
cummuiidar  in  cliief,  of  all  bis  majesty's  forces 
iaScoiiuiid  ; general  of  the  king's  armies ; lord 
bapuiiaiit  of  (he  sbire  of  Duniboi«in;  lord 
lieutenant  of  die  county  of  Surrey ; privy  coun- 
adlor;  colonel  of  the  royal  blue  regiment  of 
liorse ; guvernor  of  (lie  island  oflVlinrirca:  go- 
veesur  uf  Port-Miihon,  in  the  said  island ; first 
gemlemanof tbebed-cbnuiber,  and  groom  of 
die  stole  to  the  prince  of  Wales ; luid  knigbe 
of  (he  gnrter.  Wliether  he  was  governor  of 
^inhuigli  caade  at  die  time  ofhlE  bang  thus 
diiuisaed,  is  a doubt;  but  to  olidieseia  to  be 
added  a pensinn  nf  3000/.  perannum,  granted 
Imaied  him  by  (he  kiog.  His  brother  was 
likewise  chief  lord  of  the  justiciary,  aod  lord 
clurk-rcaisier  in  ScutUnd.  The  hereditary  gi>- 
vernioeou,  aheriffduniB,  &c.  wliich  the  d&e 
^ earl  possessed  in  Scotland,  they  could  ii<it 
■^deprived  of;  neither  could  the  earl  beio- 
Xoved  from  his  place  in  the  justicia^  which 
War,  as  those  of  die  judges  are  in  Ivogjand, 
‘ quarn  dm  se  bene  gcsscriiit,'  or  rather,  for 
•tfe.  Of  Uifse  prefetoienti,  posts,  itui  trusts 
tbedukewns 
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German  ministers,  who  embarked  in  otbef 
yachts.  In  Margate  mud  they  met  u squa^ 
ron  uf  men  nf  war,  conmumded  by  sHliiiiral 
Ayhjier:  and  they  ail  mude  the  coast  ofHul> 
laud  the  Oih  of  July  in  the  morning.  About 
four  in  the  afternoon,  (be  king  wciit  ashore, 
and  passed  through  UoIlMiid  incognito  ; lay  at 
iVoorts,  the  end  i>f  Allx  marie's  stat>  end  atu 
rived  til  Hanover  (he  ]5tii  of  July;  and  on 
the  90tb,  set  out  &r  Pyrmooi  Co  drink  tb< 
waters. 

“ The  king  was  absent  six  muntlis,  during 
wbicb  (he  siuiadon  of  affairs  in  Great  Britain, 
remained  much  cbe  same,  and  all  was  at  lust 
as  quie^  as  if  be  had  tiiaiielf  lieen  present! 
The  prince  (douhitesa  by  his  orders)  sec  severad 
prisoners  at  liberty,  and  reprieved  others.  The 
passage  from  Dover  to  Calais  was  opened,  and 
pasipurts  DO  longer  required  to  go  from  Eng- 
land  to  France.  The  king's  enemies  affected 
CO  beliei'e  and  give  out,  that  tliese  pr'iceediugi 
were  all  owi.ig  (o  theprioce's  good  diepotition, 
of  which  he  would  have  shown  many  mote 
pron&,had  it  been  in  his  power.  This  was 
carried  so  far,  chat  Addresses  were  preparing  at 
Oxford  and  Gloucester,  and  oclier  places,  to  bo 
presented  to  the  prince,  Co  extol  bis  wisdom  iu 
ibe  adminisiratiun  of  affairs,  and,  iu  particular 
bis  affability  and  graciuusness  to' all  persons 
witbiiut  disiiiiciion  of  parties.’  It  was  soon 
perceived,  that cliis insinuated  a Kilection  upon 
llic  king  and  hie  ministrY,  and  therefore  it  wns 
declared,  the  prince  woulil  receive,nn  Addressea 
chat  were  not  directly  made  to  the  throne.* 


* “ As  to  domestic  affiiirs,  they  command 
me  to  acquaint  Yub.  that  they  are  well  iiifurmed 
the  wliole  body  uf  the  Tories  ore  promoting  Ad> 
dresses  from  ail  parts  to  the  Erince,  the  heads  uf 
which  they  hear  are  already  sent  down,  and 
that  the  general  teoour  of  them  will  be  to  com- 
litnent  tlie  Prince  upon  bialtegency  and  iipdn 
is  shewing  himself  disposed  tii  be  a common- 
fat  lier  CO  all  Ins  people,  in  spight  nf  the  ortilicea 
and  insinuation  of  such  as  delight  in  war  or 
bloodshed  ; by  which  it  is  inceiidi'd  to  rcilect 
on  his  (unjescy’s  conduct,  and  stigmatize  such  of 
his  servants  as  were  most  nctive  in  carrying  on 
tlie  late  war  Bgniasc  France,  and  in  pursuing- 
the  meuures  found  necessary  fur  suppresi-ing 
the  Rebellion.  They  are  assured  that  sir  Jotm 
Packington  lias  undertaken  to  procure  sucli  an 
Address  from  Worcestershire,  and  Mr.  Brom- 
ley  another  from  Warwickshire,  and  that  the 
some  are  carrying  on  in  inosc  of  the  western 
counties  ; they  likewise  hear  that  sonio  of  the 
discontented  Whigs  nrc  entered  into  this  pro- 
ject, oncoumgeil  by  the  duVe  of  Argyle,  Mr. 
Lechmere  and  Mr.  Hampden,  and  though  they , 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  main  bmly  of  ibn 
Whigs  will  now  be  opon  their  guard  and  oppose 
ft  design  of  such  pernicious  tendency,  yet  they 
lind  that  some  well-nienning  people  have  been 
already  drawn  in  to  promote  conctaiulatory  ad- 
dresses to  the  prince.  My  lord  Townshend' 
and  Mr.  Methuen  aroofopinioii  tli.se  iliia  is  iba 
sip». 
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“ The  pajjpn  nnd  speecLe*  of  some  of  the  | 
rebels  ihat  were  executed,  parlicnlarly  of  Mr.  ; 
Hnll  and  Mr.  Paul,  tneile  gteot  impression  on 
many  people.  Their  execution,  instead  of 

it  nmnifeslly  tends  to  set  up  the  son  ngniust  the 
talher,  uiid  Ur  lay  a lasting  foundation  of  unea- 
siuess  nml  dlstraciioo  ttmong  tliose  who  are  best 
aiTtcted  to  the  royal  family : however  they  think 
themselves  obligra  to  do  his  royal  liighness  the 
justice  to  declare,  that  they  neither  hear,  nor 
can  perceireby  any  observations jhey  have  yet 
been  able  to  make,  that  he  has  given  the  smal- 
lest encouragement  to  these  Addresses.  The 
olily  remeily  they  can  foresee  for  tills  and  other 
growing  evils  is,  »iint  1 had  tbehonour  to  men- 
lion  iiryou  in  my  last,  that  his  majeriy  should 
take  (he  resoluliou  ofeoming  over  to  hold  the 
parliament,  and  that  it  should  be  known  im- 
mediately he  has  such  an  intention, ” Coxe's 
Wnipule.  Currespondence  i Stephen  Poyntz 
CoSecretarv  Stanhope. 

" Since  1 troubled  you  last,  you  had  an  ac- 
count by  another  hand  of  the  appreliensioDi 
w e ha<l  of  Addresses,  that  were  set  ua  fouc  in 
several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  we  heard 
no  more  of  (ill  yesterday,  that  Giles  Erie  (the 
duke  'if  Argyle's  Erie)  that  sold  t'orher  dny, 
brought  nn  Address  to  Mr,  Melliwyn  from 
Gloucestershire.  The  Address  is  to  the  prince, 
and  contuins  nothing  in  it  that  is  very  liable  to 
objection  ; but  Mr.  Erie  having  no  concern  in 
tliat  country,  Mr.  Mrthwyn  i<dd  him,  if  any 
gemlemaii  that  was  ihnught  propcr'to  delrrer 
it,  should  desire  it  ofhim,  he  would  not  refuse 
to  introduce  bim,  which  was  uU  he  cuuM  do. 
Mr.  Erie  then  left  the  Address  with  him,  but 
upon  second  thoughts  came  for  it  again  in  the 
afteruoon,and  said  he  would  deliver  it  himself 
It  is  observable  though  there  is  nothing  very  ma- 
terial iu  this  Address,  it  comes  from  the  county 
where  un  Adilress  of  anotiierspiric  was  refused ; 
and  it  seems,  since  they  could  not  have  such  a 
one  as  they  wished,  they  would  rather  Imre 
such  a nne  as  the  Whigs  would  sign,  nnd  could 
not  be  nl^ected  to,  tliaii  have  none  at  all.  omi 
this,  is  certainly  meiuic  as  a forerunner  to  iHhrrs 
that  are  ready  prepared,  and  will  he  of  that 
s'ile  which  yoa  were  before  acqoainted  with. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  there  are  sonic  more 
in  other  counties  ready  to  be  sent  up.  which 
may  be  in  themselves  not  very  signilicunt,  hiti 
only  to  introduce  the  humour  of  addressing, 
which  wlien  began,  ifit  meets  with  eiicourduc- 
meiii,  yiiu  may  depeml  upon  it,  will  be  foUoivcil 
in  such  a manner,  as  to  complimeot  the  (irinco 
at  the  ex  pence  of  the  king  and  his  servants,  far 
this  was  most  ccriaaily  the  first  design,  and  can 
be  of  no  other  use.  The  Tories  are  waiting  for 
ills  ereiii,  nnd  flutter  themselves  with  no  small 
advantage  from  it.” 

“ Since  I wrote  the  first  part  of  this,  the 
Gloucestecshirr  Address  has  been  delin-ied, 
nliicli  his  highness  was  prevailed  upon  to  re- 
ceive in  the  best  riiatiner  that  could  be  wished, 
lie  mill  Mr.  Erie  that  presented  ir,  lie  was 
oliiged  ts'tJirgeiiilesttra'R'ipthiir-m;  aiid'liT*' 


lessening,  rather  increased  the  number  of  th* 
Jacobites  ; nor  were  they  deterred  from  declar- 
ing ibemselves.  Seditious  sermons  w ere  preseb- 
cd,  nnd  libels  against  the  government  were 
publubed.  By  incse  means  a spirit  of  motiiiy 
nnd  rebellion  was  kept  up  amoiigthe  disorderly 
rabble.  Si>  grent  was  the  liisuflectioii  tu  the 
govemmeot  at  Oxford,  that  soldiers » ere  qciu-- 
cered  there,  tu  keep  the  scholars  and  townsaiea 
within  bounds.  Nor  were  these  riotous  pro- 
ceedings confined  to  England ; for  tbs  Pretend- 
er’s friends  at  Ediuburgli  bad  like  to  have  freed 
n great  number  oflords  and  gentlemen  impri- 
soned there,  on  account  of  the  rebellion. 

“ A considerable  change  began  now  to  be 
. made  in  the  ministry.  Tlie  earl  of  Sunderland, 
who  bad  gone  heyund  sea,  niider  pretence  uf 
I travelling  fur  his  health,  bad  taken  the  oppor- 
I tuoity  of  waiting  upon  the  kingat  Ifanover,  and 
' by  his  intrigues  witli  the  German  ministers 
there,  paiticnlariy  the  barons  liolhmar  and 
BernodorlT,  and  Monsieur  da  Roliethon,  in- 
fused a jealousy  into  liim  of  the  lord  Town- 
shead  and  Mr.  Walpole;  su  lint  on  the  lllh 
of  December,  an  express  arrived  in  England 
from  Hanover,  anil  the  next  day  it  was  pob* 

, licly  kuown,  that  lord  Townshend  was  removed 
. from  his  place  of  Secretary  of  State  Tliiswni 
however  softened  with  an  acccrunt,  that  his 
lordship  was  to  be  advanced  to  the  post  of 
Inrd  lieutenant  of  Ireland;  the  duke  ol  Graf- 
ton, first  lord-justice  of  tliut  kingdom,  lieing 
appointed  colonel  of  the  royal  regiment  ul 
horse-guards,  lately  commanded  by  tlie  duke  of 
' Argyle;  and  the  earl  of  Galway,  the  other 
, lord-justice  of  Ireland,  being  to  enjoy  an  ho- 
nourable pension  during  life.  Twodays  after, 

' the  duke  of  Roxburgh  was  marie  secretary  of 
state,  nml  keepcf  of  the  king's  signet  in  Scot- 
I land.  The  lord  Poleworih  wav  appointed  lord 
I clerk  register  in  the  room  of  (he  dake  of  Moo- 
(rose,  who  was  made  keeper  of  the  great  seal 
of  Scotland.  The  dukeof  Kingston  was  ap- 
pointed keeper  of  die  privy  seal,  and  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  sole  treasurer  of  Ireland  fur  life. 
Id  this  disposition  things  remnmed  tHIthe  king’s 
return  ; and  tlm  lord  Townsliend’s  removal  af- 
fected iiu  more  for  the  present  limn  himself; 
(liotigh  the  divisions  in  the  ministry  seemed  ir- 
reconcileahle. 

“ Tlic  king,  having  finished  all  his  afTain 
abiond,  set  out  from  Hanover  the  19th  of  Ja- 


iviitinn,  hot  desired  he  wuuld  let  them  know, 

lliat  it  was  more  agreeable  to  him  to  have  all 
liiiagsofihis  iiatureaddreMed  to  the  king.  It 
cost  '.ome  poini  to  bring  his  highness  to  this 
temper,  nnd  will  be  agreac  disappoiniuient  to 
tlie  iiiBimgers  of  this  affair.  It  is  worth  notice 
Ihat  Mr.  I erhmere  was  the  peuman  of  this  Ad- 
dreis.  Lord  Townsheiid  gives  you  nn  nccoaot 
dtliisin  liispuldicdispatch,  and  h^s  youvrid 
aive  such  a turn  to  it  in  your  answer,  os  may 
please  and  encourage  the  prince  in  this  insimce 
of  bis  duty  Bud  regard  to  (he  king,”  Coxes 
Walpole.  Correipaudeiice;  Robert  Walpole* 
lo'ftraitaTy  Sajiftlilipr.'  ” 
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ituar;,  N.  S.  nml  in  leii  dav!i  landed  at  Margnte,  ' 
lium  whence  lie  proceeded  to  London.  i 

*■  It  was  expected  the  parliament  would 
liave  Inimediniely  met,  but  their  meeting  was  i 
put  olT  fur  some  time,  on  acconni  of  n sur-  ^ 
riziiig  event.  On  the  29ih  of  January,  Mr.  | 
ecfctury  Stanhope  communiented  to  the  privy-  ■ 
council,  the  informatiniis  the  king  bad  received  ' 
I of  a conspiracy,  which  had  for  some  time  been 
carried  on  CO  excite  a new  rebellion,  and  to  fn- 
vour  a foreign  iiivatiun.  Tho  same  night,  major 
Smith,  an  Irisli  olhcer,  who  was  no  ion%er  in  ' 
I the  service,  and  who,  that  very  evening,  had 
' been  playing  at  basset,  at  the  apartments  in  St.  ! 

‘ James’s,' was  seized  at  his  lodgings;  and,  about 
I twdvc  o'clock,  lieuteoaut  colonel  Illakeney,  . 
' with  a detachment  of  the  foot-guards,  secured  I 
the  bouse  of  count  'Gyllenburg,  the  Swedish  I 
resident.  Not  long  after-major-general  Wade,  I 
atienried  by  the  colonel,  went  and  knocked  at ' 
the  door  of  tlie  Swedish  minister,  mid  being  | 
admitted,  found  him  making  up  some,  dis-  ' 
patches.  Having,  iu  a few  wui^s,  made  him  ai 
compliment,  and  acquainted  him  with  his  com- 
mission to  puta  guard  upon  his  person,  and  to 
secure  hit  papers,  ha  laid  hold  no  sneh  as  were 
on  tha  table,  and  demanded  those  that  were  in 
trisscruCoire.  Count  Gyllenbu^’ssnrpriie  raised 
in  him  an  extraordinary  emotion,  which  made 
himexpostulatc  with  tome  warmth  about  the 
law  nf  nations  being  violated  in  bis  person  ; 
l>ut,  having  somewimt  recovered  his  temper, 
he  desired  leave  to  send  fur  the  marquis  de 
Uuaieleone,  the  Spanish  ambassador,  that  he 
might  coosult  with  him,  how  to  acton  such  an 
occasion.  But  general  Wade,  baviog  positive 
orders  not  to  let  him  speak  with  any  person, 
could  not  grant  his  request.  On  the  other 
band,  the  count’s  lady  having  refused  the  keys 
of  the  scrutoire  upon  pretence  there  was  no 
thing  in  it  but  linen  and  plate,  the  general 
cau^  it  (0  be  bruke  open ; and,  having  found 
in  it  a great  many  papers,  he  sealed  them  all  up, 
and  left  a strong  gunrd  upon  the  resident.  The 
same  morning  Charles  Cmtar,  formerly  treasurer 
of  the  navy,  and  member  of  parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Hertford ; and  sir  Jacob  Bancks, 
formerly  menaber  of  parliament  for  Mioebead, 
were  apprehended,  upon  suspicion  of  being  in 
coofederacy  with  coent  Gyllenburg. 

" Tliere  were  i>e»era]  conjectures  as  to  the 
Beans  of  tliis  important  discovery.  Some  af- 
hrmed.the  king  bod  long  before  notice  of  the 
design  from  France;  others,  that  the  discovery 
was  owing  to  an  intercepted  tetter  from  count 
Gyllenburg  to  tlie  lordDuffus,  prisoner  in  the 
Tower;  And  others  asserted,  the  lord  Dulfus 
ucidentally  revealed  the  conspiracy  to  an  Eng- 
usli  lord,  his  fellow  prisoner,  wlio  discovered  it 
to  the  government,  tmd  thereby  merited  his 
panjon.  Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  king  and  his  ministers  ^d  long  before  en- 
tercainM  suspicions  of  the  count’s  claudestiiie 
practices;  which  were  not  a little  increased 
upon  tlie  publication  of  n libel  about  Sepsciii- 

•VKBorki  upon  a Kandaloui  Jacobue  Paper 


‘ published  in  the  Post-Boy,  under  the  ttame 

* of,  A Memorial  presented  to  the  Chancery  of 

* Sweden,  by  the  resident  of  Great  Britain;’ 
Of  which  litei  count  Gyllenbure  was  suspected 
to  be  the  autbor,  as  afterwards  appeared  by  his 

“ The  securing  the  person  and  papers  nf 
a public  minister,  being  an  nSiirof  an  exernnr- 
diiiary  nature,  and  some  foreign  ministers  Iiav- 
iiig  expressed  their  resentments  of  it  at  court, 
they  nere  given  to  understand,  that  in  a day  or 
two  tliey  should  be  acquainted  with  the  reasons 
for  proceeding  ngainst  the  Swedisli  minister  in 
such  a manner.  Accordingly,  the  secretaries 
of  state,  Mr.  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Metimen, 
wrote  a circular  letter  to  the  foreign  ministers 
of  their  respective  iliatricts,  wlm  were  'pretty 
well  reconciled  to  the  proceedings  ofihe  court'; 
only  the  marquis  de  Munteleooc,  the  Spanish 
ambassador,  said  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Stan- 
hope : ‘ Tliat  he  was  sorry  no  other  wny  could 
be  found  our,  for  .preserving  the  peace  of  hit 
majesty’s  dominions,  without  arresting  the  per- 
son of  a public  minister,  and  seizing  all  bis 
papers,  which  are  the  sacred  rejiositoiies  of 
ibesecrets  of  bis  master;  nnd,  in  whatever 
manner  these  two  facts  may  seem  to  be  under- 
stood, they  seem  very  sensibly  Co  wound  the 
law  of  nations.’ 

“ Not  many  days  after  the  seizing  of  rannt 
Gyllenburg,  baron  Gortz,  minister  and  fa- 
vourite of  the  king  of  Swedmi,  was  likewise 
secured  in  Guelderland,  in  the  following  man- 
ner: Mr.  Leaches,  the  British  resident  at  the 
Hague,  received  the  king’s  orders  to  desire  tlie 
r^ents  of  that  slate  to  consent  Co  the  seizing  of 
barou  Gortz,  with  Iiis  two  seerecaries,  M. 
Stambke  nnd  M.  Gustavos  Gyllenburg,  the 
baron  having  forsnme  time  been  concerned  in 
carrying  on  a correspondence,  nnd  concerting 
measures  with  the  Briiish  rebels  in  France,  and 
with  several  persons  in  England,  by  menus  of 
count  Gyllenburg,  for  raising  a rebellion  in 
England,  to  be  supported  by  a tbreign  forog. 
Mr.  Lentlies  went  immediately  to  Amsterdam, 
and  disposed  the  magistrates  of  that  .place  to 
consent  to  the  securing  of  baron  Gortz,  in  case 
be  should  come  thither  from  France:  ami  re- 
turned back  Co  the  Hague.  The  same  night 
baron  Gortz  arrived  there,  having  heard  at 
Calais,  of  count  Gyllenburg's  being  put  under 
arrest, 'vhicli  prevented  hisgniog  over  (o  Eng- 
land, as  he  intended.  He  had,  on  the  ISihof 
February,  a conference  with  the  imperial  mi- 
ster, wlierein  he  extolled  the  inclinatinn  of  liie 
king  of  Sweden  to  peace,  and  insisted  on  a re- 
solution ahoot  his  last  proposilioas;  but,  the 
next  day,  he  set  uut,  a little  before  noon,  in  a 
post  chaise,  accompanied  by  geneial  Ponia- 
loweski,  having,  as  it  is  believed,  hod  some  no- 
tice, that  orders  were  given  lo  secure  him, 
which  indeed  he  narrowly  escaped.  For,  upon 
Mr.  Leaches  application,  the  council  of  tlie 
States  of  Holland  met,  and  passed  a resolution 
fur  seizing  the  baron  and  his  secremries;  bur, 
and  M. 

Stambke  were  gone  that -'morning  for  Amstrr- 
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dun;  wriia(oiily  Mr.  GyllenburK  n'n$  then 
mkeu.  A party  ol'  horse  wai  unaiwliaxeiy 
aeot  after  (he  other  two,  and  Mr.  Leuibes  fol- 
ioived  them  (u  Arostentam,and,leaniin)ti*lrare 
baron  Gurit  nfat  lodged,  lie  went,  nocoinpanied 
with  the  proper  officers,  to  the  liobse  of  M. 
Teiuesi,  a Swedish  mercbaiu,  and  searched  it ; 
but  the  baron  lied  left  it  some  buun  before. 
Uoweref.  a Irax  vras  found,  in  which  were 
twclrc  large  pacJccts  of  letters;  and,  iiifortna 
lions  being  girea  which  way  the  baron  had 
t^en,  somefpersoDS  were  disptiiched  after  him, 
wltoseieed  limi  and  Mr.  Siambbc  at  Arnbeiiii, 
by  leni>e  of  die  magistrates  of  that  place,  as 
they  were  taking  coach  to  go  on  from  thence. 
Mr,  Leathca,  being  returned  to  the  Itegoe, 
waited  on  the  deputies  of  tbe  province  of 
Guelderlaod,  who  thottgbt  fit  to  wnte  a letter 
to  the  ina^strales  of  Anheim,  ordetiag  them 
to  cause  tbe  baruu  and  M.  Statullie  ti>  W kept 
io  sale  custody.  On  this  occaaiou,  all  those 
of  tbe  regency,  who  were  applied  to,  eineced 
roadily  into  the  Feasuusbieoess  of  tiie  king's  de- 
maad,  .ipd  gave  nil  (he  assistance  and  dispatch, 
that  was  coasistcot  with  the  known  fume  of 
proceeding  ia  that  country.  It  is  observable, 
that,  when  baron  Guitz  was  seized,  be  owsed 
himself  to  have  beeo  the  projector  of  tka  ior 
Ceaded  Invasion  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  king  of 
Sweden,  and  that  he  hud  actually  provided  ten 
thousand  orais,  and  other  uecessaties  for  this 
itMvias,  valuing  himself  very  much  upon  what 
he  bad  done  in  this  aSair,  as  tbinkieg  it  es- 
tremcly  fortlic  interest  of  his  inuter,  and  a 
sable  and  glorigus  enterpriie.’'  * 

SECOND  SESSION  of  tbe  nFTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT 01  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Kira's  Speech  on  opening  tie  Seuion-I 
Fehruary  30,  1717.  This  day  the  King  came 
II)  the  House  of  Pears,  and  the  Cnminons  being 
sent  for  and  attending,  tbe  Lord  Chancellor 
read  h»  mtftesty's  Speech  as  follows ; 

“ My  Lords  and  G^tiemeii ; 

“ 1 was  in  hopes  tiint  the  success  abich  it 

Pleased  God  to  give  us,  in  defeating  tlie  late 
;ebellion,  might  have  secured  to  tbe  nation, 
peace,  plenty,  and  tranquillity. 

“ My  endeavours  bare  not  been  wanting, 

' daring  your  recess,  to  imprave  ibe  bappy  pros- 
pect whiebwasin  view,  by  entering  into  such 
uegoriations  as  I judged  moat  conducive  to 
those  good  ends ; and  it  is  with  jdensure  I cas 
amuaiiiC  you,  that  many  defects  in  the  Treaty 
of  Ifirech^  wfaidi  very  nearly  a^cted  the  trade 
aud  even  tbe  security  of  theU  lungdnins,  have 
been  remedied  by  subsequent  Conveucinns ; 
the  happy  consequences  of  wltich  bave  already 
v^  sensibly  appeared  by  the  llourishingcon- 
ditioii  of  our  trstie  aud  c^it. 

“ By  the  Ailisoce  Imely  concluded  wreb 
France  and  tbe  States  General,  we  ore  soou  to 
he  eased  nf  all  ftiiore  apprehensions  from 
Punkirfc  aod  Mardyke  ; lue  Pretenders  ac- 


luaily  innved  beyond  the  Alps ; lijs  adbcieatf 
are  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  support  and  coao. 
leaoace  froin  France;  and  even  the  assistance 
of  that  crown  is  stipulated  to  u:  in  case  of  exi- 
gency. 

“ it  seesoed  reasonable  to  expect,  Uiat  such 
a situation  of  affairs  at  boiae  and  abroad  should 
bave  recovered,  from  liieir  delusion,  all  such  of 
our  subjects  as  bnd  uiibappiiy  beeo  seduced 
by  the  craft  and  wickedness  uf  dnpcr.acnnd 
ill-designing  men,  and  thereby  hare  afforded 
me  the  opportunity  which  I desired,  of  foliow- 
ing  the  naturaUirnt  uf  my  inoiiaatiuns  to  lenity, 
by  opening  this  sessiim  with  an  Act  of  Grace ; 
hut  such  is  tbe  obstisata  and  iovsteraieranccur 
of  a liiclinn  amoogst  us,  that  it  hatil  again 
prouipled  them  to  animate  nad  stir  up  foreign 
powers,  to  disturb  the  pe.ice  nf  thtdr  iistiva 
country;  they  will  choose  rather  to  make  Bri- 
lain  a scene  of  blood  and  conftision,  moj  to 
: venture  even  tbe  putting  tliis  kingdom  under  a 
foreign  yoke,  than  give  over  their  dorliugde- 
' sign  ofimpoeing  a Popisb  Pretender. 

“ 1 have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  co- 
pies of  Letters  which  have  passi^l  betweeu  iho 
Swedish  minuters  on  ihia  occa)iun,wliich  con- 
tain a certain  scooMut  nf  a project^  Jnvssioo ; 
and  I promise  Biyieir,  ftom  yoor  expetieoced 
seal  and  affoctios  to  my  penon  and  government, 
chat  you  will  cotnc  u sudi  resolutions  as  wUl 
enable  by  the  UeMiog  of  God,  W itefeM 
oil  Che  designs  ufour  eneoiias  agaiast  us. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons ; 

“ I did  Impe  the  putting  an  end  to  the  la<e 
Rebellion  would  have  so  tar  secured  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  that  I might,  coa< 
nsiently  with  the  safety  of  my  people,  have 
made  u considemble  rcductinn  of  the  forcest 
but  the  pr^rations  which  are  reaking  from 
abroad  to  invade  us,  oblige  me  to  ask  such  Sup- 
plies, os  you  shall  find  absolutely  necesitiry  iw 
Ibe  defence  of  the  kiogdom. 

“ You  are  all  sensible  of  tbe  insupportable 
weight  of  the  National  Debts,  which  the  publie 
became  engaged  fur  from  the  necessity  of  tbe 
times,  ihe  pressures  of  a long  and  expensive 
war,  anil  the  langaisliitig  state  of  public  credit  i 
but  ilie  scene  l>eing  now  i»  happily  chiuiged,  if 
Bo  new  disturbances  shall  plmi^  us  again  into 
streighis  and  difficul'ies,  llie  general  expecls- 
tiun  seems  to  require  of  you,  that  you  should 
turn  your  thoughts  towawls  some  method  of 
cxtricaiingyouivilves,  by  reducing,  by  degrees, 
the  Debts  of  the  Nation. 

“ My  Lords  and  Geuilemen ; 

“ I have  an  entire  confidence  inyou,  and  have 
therefore  nothing  to  ask,  but  that  y .u  would 
lake  such  measures  a will  best  secure  your 
Ssligion  and  Liberties:  while  you  prescrrC 
those  inestimable  blessiug),  I shall  sit  easy  and 
safe  on  my  tlirooc,  baving  no  otlier  view  but 
tbe  bappiiiess  and  prosperity  ut  my  people.*' 

PaFEBS  RBLAIIVE  to  TUt  IKTtSOlD  I*VAv 

UOK  FBOM  SwEDA'i;.]  The  King  bei;ig 
drawn,  mid  the  Commons  retur;ocd  to  ihw 
U«^,'  !iilrl 'Spd«k'^  uiajetty* 
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5peeet>,  nfcrr  which  Mr.  Secretary  .Stanhope 
g^uiimted  il>e  House,  Timt  liis  oinjeaiy  had 
rommhiided  him  to  lav  before  the  House, 
» Copies  of  Letters  whicn  passed  between  coniit 
“ Gvllenburg:,  the  haruns  Ooriz,  Spurr,  and 
X others,  relating  to  (tie  design  of  raising  a Re- 

bellion  in  bis  majesty's  dunmiioiii,  to  be  sup* 
'•ponedhya  force  from  Sweden which  he 
presented  to  the  House  iccurdinKly,  and  the 
laid  copies  were  read.-  They  are  too  volumi- 
nous to  be  inserted  at  rulllengtlt in  this  work; 
we  sliali  therelnrc  prebeiii  rhe  render  with  the 
following  faithful  Attract  of  the  seid  Letters ; 

liie  first  Letter  is  from  haron  Sparre,  to 
count  Oyllenburg,  dated  at  Paris,  September 
25,  which  the  Baron  acauaints  the 

Count,  “ Itiat  three  days  before,  tie  was  in- 
formed (hat  he  [count  Gvlleoburg]  had  entered 
upon  husrnpss  with  some  lords  of  the  chief  of 
the  Pretender’s  parly;  that,  they  took  it  for 
granted,  be  was  authorised  to  do  so,  by  ibe 
king  of  Sweden ; and,  in  n word,  ihut  he  was 
inclined  to  believe,  That  his  Swedish  majesty 
would  espouse  the  iqierests  of  that  prince,  in 
the  first  place,”  adds  the  baron, " 1 will  tell  you 
that  I shall  l«  charmed  with  it ; and  then, 
that  it  is  not  from  a motive  of  cariosity,  that  I 
ask,  whether  what  I have  heard  be  true;  but, 
ihut  1 may  cu-opemte  with  you,  though  in- 
directly, till  1 bare  powers  like  yours,  wnh 
which,  you  knuvr,  we  are  obliged  to  proceed 
vert  cautiously.  Do  me  ihe  friendiihip  to  lei 
De  know,  whnt  there  is  in  tins  matter,  a-,  soon 
as  possible.  1 Aatter  myself  you  will  find  your 
account  in  it.” 

Ttic  next  u a tetter  from  count  Gyllenlmrgh 
10  huroD  Goru,  dnted  London,  Sept.  29, 0.  S. 
Oct.  9,  N.  S.  1716;  which,  being  very  ma- 
terial, deserves  to  be  inserted  at  length.  “In 
answer  to  yunr  excellency’s  letter,”  sny«  tlie 
count,  “ of  the  S2d  past,  I now  do  myivlf  the 
honour  10  acquaint  you,  (hat  every  body  here  is 
Of  opininn,  itmc  either  France  is  extremely 
week,  or  el>e,  that  the  regent  aimsjat  tlie  throne, 
and  is  desirous  to  purchase  it  of  king  George, 
at  any  rate  : for  otherwise,  it  h chouahl  impos- 
sible, iliai  France  could  condescend  to  laiikc 
so  ignominious  a sacrifice,  as  she  dnei,  of  a 
work  [Mardyke]  which  cost  her  so  mach,  and 
for  whichilie  late  king  would  have  undergone 
a ten  years  war.  People  go  sn  far  here,  as  to 
Hy  wt^en,  that  iheyoun^king  ofFrance  will 
he  disputclied.before  a certain  time,  to  make 
room  lorhis  uiicle.  But,  if  the  repuri,  which  is 
current  at  present,  proves  (rue,  that  the  young 
king  is  fiilten  ill  of  the  small  pnx,  it  is  very  pos- 
lible,  that  Providence  may  confound  his  vast 
Pmjecis,  which  among  other  things,  tend  to  set 
up  rhe  court  of  Hanover  to  serve  France,  in_our 
•(Cart,  as  a balance  against  the  power  of'lJie  em- 
peror: and  it  was  with  tliis'iew,  cbatFrancesi- 
•*ady  offered,  last  spring,  tn  consent  to  guaranty 
^ the  Hanoverians  the  possession  of  tlie  duchy 
dfBiemen.  If  the  emperor  considers  well  the 
^*1  at  which  France  takes  these  steps,  and 
^glwd  is  so%i5«5fl,t9,}p?w«,*^ 

Dis  Ustgdvamage  OTer  (be  Turks  Ims  begot 
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a jealousy  in  those  two  powers  and  has  made 
them  beinink  themselves,  in  good  time,  uf  se- 
curing oue  another,  muiually,  against  bis  piiwer. 
I know  not  with  what  design  it  is  done  but 
the  ministry  at  present,  give  out,  that  the  peace 
of  the  mil  th  is  actually  m agnation,  and  that  it 
will  be  concluded  to  the  satisfaction  of  (be  king 
ofSweden.  My  friends  would  persuade  me, 
ihattbis  is  done,  in  order  to  quia  nlitlJe  the 
minds  of  those,  whose  eyes  ray  paper  (flemarks 
of  an  English  Mercham,  Str.)  ims  opened.  Be 
ihatos  it  will,  I c.,n  assure  ynur  excellency, 
llint  never  any  paper  met  vsith  a more  gei  erid 
approbation;  and,  if  I might  venture  to  gire  my 
opminii,  I should  thiiik  it  w.mld  not  be  impro- 
per to  cause  it  lo  he  printed  in  French,  in 
Du’ch,  and  even  in  English,  at  the  Hogue. 
Your  excellency  luay  be  assured,  that  if  ibesa 
gentlemen  here  iiiake  any  answer  to  it,  1 shall 
be  ready  to  balllv  iliem  intirely,  and  that  there 
is  Diithiiig  in  the  world  I should  so  much  wish 
for.  Whether  they  du  this,  or  not,  I intend 
to  have  several  pieces  ready  against  the  meet- 
ing uf  the  parliament,  and  to  publish  them  by 
a niile  at  atimt^  the  impatience  of  the  pepiple 
here  not  suffering  them  to  read  Incg  ileduciions ; 
Aiid,ifl  had  olierewiilial  to  deiray  the  ex- 
pence,  I would  cause  Slime  Of  iheoi  to  be 
printed  imiuediaieiy,  and  the  papirs  to  be  con- 
veyed imo  such  places,  tliui  It ‘pI. mild  nut  be  in 
the  power  of  tins  court  lo  hinder  ihe  impres- 
sion. The  intimations,  which  h iVc  been  made 
me,  terminate  in  bringing  in  ili  Pretender; 
bui,  as  I cannot  enter  upon  iliat  affair,  with- 
out un  express  order  fiOoi  liie'kmg,  my  master, 
I have  avoided  coming  to  the  particulars.— 
Ten  thousand  ineu  iranspuried  hither  from 
Sweden,  would  do  the  bus.uess:  and,  I be- 
lieve, we  shall  not  be  ut  a loss  for  money.— I 
send  you,  inclosed,  the  translation  of  the  Pa- 
per, which  has  been  published  Iwie.” 

Baron  Gortz,  in  his  Answer,  dated  at  the 
Hague,  Oct.  5-16,  1716,  is  of  opiniun,  “ That 
hitherto,  they  need  not  be  much  disturbed 
about  the  treaty  bciireen  France  and  Great 
Britain;"  and  adds,  “ 'ihat  the  count's  printed 
piece  descn’cs  the  approbutiou  it  meets  with  : 
thar  he  has  sent  it  to  me  king,  and  wilt  take 
care  to  get  translations  of  it  into  other  liiii- 
giiages  printed.  He  desires  to  know  the  ez- 
peiiccof  prim  log  (be  other  pieces  of  the  count’s 
composing  : cautions  liim,  not  to  make  any 
ineoiion,  in  hu  letters  to  the  king,  nor  lo  Ins 
correspoudeiits  in  Swedeo,  of  what  has  been 
insiiinaicd  to  him  about  the  Pretender; 
but  that  in  the  mean  time,  be 'will  run  no 
risqpie,  iu  acquamiing  him  with  all  the 
pariicutars  on  Uiat  head ; and  that,  above  all,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  him  cicaily  under- 
stand, how  ten  thousand  men  might  du  ibe 
business;  that  is  to  sav,  what  scheme  lias  been 
contrived,  and  what  inntive  they  propose  to 
offer,  to  induce  the  kingurSwedeu  to  enter  imo 
this  affair." 

Count  Gyllenbiirg,  in  his  Answer,  dated  at 
“ I uy  nolhing  to  the  Bluance  lately  made  by 
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L'luui'e.  LnM  <^riug,  Fiauce  (rtlercd  tlic  Qim* 
oviriaas  llitfir  guaranty  of  tlie  po&scssioD  of 
Rfumcn,  oml  1 rtmiUt  nut,  liut  they  Lare  nuiv 
fltitie  it;  IIow  dowoltnoiv,  l>uc  (hit  may  pn>- 
rfucc  guild  dbpoaitiont  nt  Vicimn  lonarut  us  ? 
It  wan  ill  Jest  only,  tlmt  count  Volkra  told  i\I. 
Prlkuin,  lliai  his  iniis(er  nould  enter  inU)  that 
alliance.  I am  very  eled,  that  my  pampiilcc 
niaeis  tritb  your  excellency's  npptuhaiiuu.  X 
assure  you,  that  tiipiiut  tliu  pieces,  lliat  will  be 
necessary,  will  cust  me,  at  least,  sixty  puinidt. 
Printers  must  be-  bribed  to  k,  for  they  run 
great  rlsques  iu  printing  any  thine  that  di»- 
pleoses  liic government:  but  I nill  keep  an 
exact  account  of  every  peuiiv.  1 would  begin 
niih  our  Treaty,  nud  moke  sKort  remarks  upon 
it.  Afterwards,  I will  print  extracts  from  tlie 
custom  liouse,  to  show  the  little  necessity  there 
is  of  the  trade  tu  Petersburgli  and 
pecially  this  year.  Then  I will  come  to  the 
llanoverdecLiration  of  war,  and  will  exauiiov 
it,  if  it  he  necessary.  After  that  I will  proceed 
to  every  oiieof  our  eneuiles,  and  I douht  notj 
but  to  undeceive  the  nation.” 

To  this  Utter  count  Gyllenbnrg  subjoius  this 
remarkable  postscript : “ Youi'eacelleiicy  will 
have  seen  by  my  last  to  M.  de  lilullcrn,  wbat  ■ 
1 liave  written  upon  tlie  subject  iu  question. 
You  will  he  pleased  to  send,  or  keep  back  that 
letler.just  asyou  shall  judge  convenient.  How- 
ever, 1 beg  you  would  be  pleased  to  inform  me 
which  you  do.  There  is  no  medium  ; cither 
Hremen,  iirtiie  Hanoverians,  must  be  sacrl* 
llced.  The  latter  is  not  so  difficult,  considering 
the  geueral  discoyitem.  Ten  thousand  men 
nould  be  sufficient,  llic  mole-contents  require 
but  a body  of  regular  troops  to  wiiich  tiicy  may 
joio  tliemselves.  That  body,  being  transported 
IB  the  munih  of  iMuruh,  when  (he  easterly 
winds  reign,  and  when  it  will  not  in  the  least  he 
dreamt  on,  will  cause  a general  revolt.  We 
must  also  have  arms  for  between  15  and 
S0,000  men,  aud  as  inuoy  accuutremeuta  os 
can  be  got ; fur,  as  lu  horses,  we  shsll  have  them 
liere.  Your  excellency  may  easily  Judge  of 
wbat  advantage  this  will  he  Co  the  king;  and  in 
my  poor  opiuion,  we  have  no  other  course  to 
talic,  unless  we  are  willing  to  give  up  every 
tiling.  My  friends  ure  not  in  town,  hut  I shall 
speak  vvich  them  some  day  next  week  : and 
(ben  your  excellency  may  expect  tlic-ir  scheme : 
in  the  mean  tiaie,  I should  be  of  opinion,  tliat 
if  die  business  could  be  done,  without  making 
use  of  B great  many  English,  there  svould  be 
the  less  risque  run  ; for  I do  not  know,nhet}ier 
I ought  to  touch  upon  what  the  king  must 
have  further:  for  although  they  will  endeavour 
to  do  everyilhing  that  f ask,  yet,  ns  it  must  be 
by  a coiitriDutioii  raised  amoogsc  a great  many, 
i(  may  imppen,  that  there  may  be  a false  bru- 
clier.  Our  men  once  landed,!  answer  for  the 
rest.  In  the  meantime,!  beg  you  would  remember 
wliHt  1 had  the  honuar  to  write  to  you,  last 

summer,  concerning  one  N . Nobody 

kytows  the  sea  and  ^c  coasts  better  than  he, 
and  he  is  n brave  end  honest  man.  In  short 
it  will  beH'gtBfieiw^ntftrprac,'  vittcb  ivili  imi 


an  end  tu  nil  ourmisfoMunes,  by  ruining  ibote 
alio  nre  the  authors  of  them.  As  to  wlmi  I 
mirc  to  say  of  the  time,  the  sooner  the  better, 
after  the  trade  of  Guctenburg  i>.  ended,  ur  be-, 
lore  it  begins." 

The  next  Letter  is  from  count  Cyllenburg, 
to  ids  brother  Guitavns  Gyllcnburg,  secrcinry 
to  Uiron  de  Gorlr,  dated  at  i-oiidnn,  Oclnber 
16-97,  1716 ; in  which  the  posiscripi  to  baron 
Gortz,  is  only  in.aterial,  uiiich  is  as  follows  i 
“ I hare  since  spoken  with  two  of  the  priuci- 
pols,  ulu  have  assured  me,  that  thcresliidl  be 
60,000/.  sterlii^,  ready,  as  soon  as  I disll  shew, 
them  a line  ^om  the  king,  with  assurances' 
uuder  bis  onu  lutod,  that  he  will  assist  lliem. 
As  for  the  scheme,  I shall  have  it  withiu  a few 
days.  One  of  them,  who  is  the  chief  pi  umoior. 
of  this  affitir,  assured  me,  time  we  had  imthing 
to  ajtprelicud  from  the  Ecgeiic  on  this  occa- 

By  a IfCtter  dated  at  tlie  Hague,  Novembers, 
1716,  Al.  Gustavos  Gyllenhurg  acquBinis  his 
brijilier  the  count,  (hat  lie  has  given  baron 
Guru  his  letter  of  the  16-27lh  of  October,  to 
reail,as  wellns  (he  note  therein  inclosed;  tn 
which  he  made  him  the  fbllovriog  answer : “ It 
is  my  repeal^  advice,  to  forbear  speaking  any 
at  all  of  money  ; but  to  hear  people  only,  sons 
to  learn  clearly  what  they  are  able  and 
posed  to  do,  and  to  acquaint  me  with  ir,  with- 
out opening  ynuRelf  to  them." 

Tliene.xt  Lttter  is  from  count  Gyllenhurg  to 
baron  Gortz,  dated  at  Loadoa,  November  4, 
1716,as  follows ; “ fii  answer  to  ubut  yuur 
yourexcelleucy  has  done  me  tlie  honour  to  write 
to  me  in  the  postscript  to  yuur  letter  of  llic 
16-S7tli  past,  Igrant  there  will  be  no  harm  in 
bearing  the  insiDuatioiis  of  this  court,  if  il^y 
were  made  not  only  without  my  proniising  to 
make  report  of  them  to  bis  majesty,  but  also 
my  giving  tbem  hopes  of  lus  majesty's  being  re- 
solved in  be  reconciled  to  the  Hanoveriiuis,  and 
to  saciiRce  B.-enicn  to  them  for  some  tquivn- 
leiit  on  the  part  of  tlie  czar.  But  as,  wiiliout 
chat,  they  will  mukc  uo  overtures,  for  fear  we 
sliould  make  use  of  them  to  increase  still  more 
the  distrust,  which  is  between  (he  nurthtrn  al- 
lies, and  so  make  an  advantage  of  them  ; it  is 
not  in  my  power,  to  get  any  thing  particular 
out  of  them  ; nor  am  I able  tusny  of  wiiat  Kr- 
vice  to  us  their  assistance  against  the  czar  would 
be  ; but  if  1 were  to  guess  by  their  discourse, 
who , have  been  calking  with  me  al)outit,Bs 
from  themselves,  thougn  I easily  perceived  it 
was  by  order  of  the  niinistere,  I should  be- 
lieve, that,  if  the  preliminary  concerning  Bre* 
men  was  settled,  the  English  ministers  would  be 
very  ivcll  pleased  to  retrieve  the  falsestsp  they 
have  muds,  by  talking  loudly  of  the  duieiisive 
treaty  between  us,  and  by  pemuniiiiig  the  im- 
tion  to  give  us  die  succoui-s  therein  stipulated, 
either  in  nmney  or  ships.  1 should  fancy  also, 
iliat  we  might  come  to  an  uereemeiii  in  rela- 
tion to  niiat  they  ought  toiicm  us  to  take  fruoi 
the  czar,  by  «iiy  ofreprizai  ror  our  lossea  i'» 

.-Gi?tu:a..yii  lOii'  thb'jJihir  hiibd^  uudifttedu 
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DQt  submit  to  ihem,  jrour  excelleocy  may  be 
assured,  that,  as  well  (ojusti/y  (heir  past  ac- 

lious,  as  to  force.us  to  a conipliaoce,  tljey  will 
prevail  upon  the  merceimry  parliament,  whicL 
they  bare  at  present,  to  take  vigorous  resolu- 
tions, and  even  to  declare  war  against  us.  This 
is  what  we  must  expect.  The  English  minis- 
ters do  not  mince  the  matter;  aud  they  have 
already  made  it  appear,  tliut  they  will  stick  at 
oothiiig.  They  are  all  furious  persons.  Suo- 
de/lsnd,  who  is,  m a inanuer,  at  tbe  head  ul  nf^ 
fairs,  and  who  has  got  all  the  interest  he  has 
wiib  tbe  king  of  England,  by  having  consented 
te  what  has  heco  done  against  us  (being  besides 
our  enemy)  is  at  present  at  Hanover,  to  take  bis 
iastructioos  from  tbe  Germans,  and  your  cxcel- 
leocymay  depend  upon  it,  he  will  execute  them 
with  all  the  boldness  [Effroiieetiel  Imaginable. 
Your  excellency  will  therelbre  nod,  we  ought 
to  make  use  of  this  opportunity  to  enter  into 
measnees  against  people,  who  certainly  will  net 
do  things  by  halves.  We  must  either  ruin  them, 
or  be  undone  ourselves,  that  is,  if  it  be  in  iboir 
power  to  bring  it  to  pass. 

“Postscript.  My  friends  are  now  in  town. 
An  express,  which  came  to  them  yesterday 
from  (lie  pretender,  will  put  them  in  a better 
condiiiuii  for  furmiug  a plan.  To  day  they  arc 
going  abuut  it.  There  are  only  five  or  six  of 
die  must  considerable  peisons  consulted.  They 
would  know,  in  case  we  agree,  whether  the 
money  must  he  paid  here  or  elsewhere,  or  ifit 
most  be  sent  over  toSweden.  They  have  also 
asked  me,  if  we  had  any  occasion  for  sea- 
officers,  for  then  they  could  furnish  us  with 
good  ones," 

In  another  Letter,  at  London,  November  13, 
171(3,  count  Gyllenburg  made  good  his  promise 
to  baron  Goitz,  about  ^ving  him  Ids  sentiments 
ahouiihe  business  contained  in  tbe  baron’slloat 
posiscript,  “Thesuin  thereoP  says  the  count 
" is  what  I have  niready  hinted,  that  we  must  de- 
termine one  way  urother,aad  that  very  speedily. 
Wehftve  not, .in  my  bumble  opinion, auytiine  to 
lose  in  consultations,  If  we  do  nottakeadvan- 
tnge  oftheir  present  animosity,  it  will  cool;  for 
thecuurt,  that  is  to  say,  the  prince’s  party,  dues 
all  that  is  possible  to  gain  them.  With  tRe 
most  considerable,  it  would  perhaps  be  necesary 
to  go  on  roundly.  They  run  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  aud  fortunes  in  cfeclBring  themselves,  so 
that  they  will  not  speak  but  upon  good  security. 

I 4“'*  **  to  tbe  people  of  the  second  rank,  be- 

I sides  that  it  would  perhaps  be  dangerous  so 
much  as  to  lieerken  to  their  proposals,  these 
proposals  of  tiieirs  are  of  so  licile  consequence, 
Md  so  confused,  that  we  should  not  w able 
them  to  form  any  idea  of  the  affair.  I 
“tould  likewise  be  of  opinion,  that,  till  I receive 
fresh  orders  from  your  excellency,  the  safest 
*eywil|  be  to  avoid  all  cotiversations  of  that 
kind." 

'^e  nextl  Letter  is  from  M..Gustavns  Gyl- 
wbun?  to  the  count  his  brother,  dated  at  the 


which  is  as  follows ; “ On  Tuesday  last  anived 
here  n letter  from  baron  Sparre,  importing, 
that  be  had  hopes  of  succeeding  in  liis  solicita- 
tion, to  have  Mr.  Leiicb  sent  to  the  king.  In 
his  letter  was  irclosed  one  from  the  duke  of 
Ormond  to  baron  Gortz,lii  which  ihedukesnys, 
chat  the  king  bis  msstcr  bad  ordered  him  to  let 
him  [Goriz]  know,  that  be  expires  shortly  a 
supply  of  money ; that  he  will  ibeu  remit  sixty 
llinusand  pounds  sterling  to  his  Swedish  tnajes^ 
ty,  leaving  the  disposal  ofit  to  him;  and  that  he 
b^s  him  to  look  i^nn  this  as  an  earnest  of  his 
goodwill  to  him,  Ine  bearer  of  tiusleitcr  added, 
that  the  remittances  mfglit  be  made  either 
to— , or  to  — M.Sparrebas  since  told  the 
baron,  in  canfidcace.  of  the  men  ofwur  that 
we  have  brought  iu  Trance,  which  will  be  ready 
and  delivered.  And  that  we  are  soliciting  the 
court  olPrarce  to  send  a person  to  the  czar,  to 
make  advantage  of  the  pacific  disposition  be  is 
nuw  in.  But  as  tliis  solicitation  meets  with 
many  obstacles,  and  that,  besides,  Francedoes 
not  appe.nr  over  forward  to  do  any  thing  for 
us,  unless  it  be  in  concert  with  England.  M, 
Sparre takes  notice, that  my  lord  Mar  has* 
cousin-german,  named  Erskiue,  witli  the  czar, 
who  is  physician  and  privy-counsellor  to  that 

Eifinee;  which  favourite  has  wrote  letters  to  my 
ord  Mar,  giving  a very  particular  account  of 
tlie  czar,  viz.  That  the  czar  will  not  attempt, 
any  thiug  more  against  the  line  of  Sweden; 
that  he  has  fallen  out  with  his  allies ; 
that  lie  can  never  be  friends  with  king 
George;  that  he  hates  him  raortally;  that 
be  is  sensible  of  tbe  just  cause  ofthe  Pretender: 
that  he  wishes  fur  nnthiug  more  chan  a con- 
juncture, in  which  he  may  be  able  to  restore 
him  to  bis  dominions ; that  the  czar,  having  the 
advantage  wholly  on  his  side,  cannot  make  the 
first  step;  but,  if  the  king  would  make  the 
least  advance,  there  would  be  very  soon  nn  ac- 
commodauun  between  them,  '^e  Pretender 
lias  sent  to  desire  baron  Sparre  to  procure  bint 
leave  to  retire  to  Stockbnim.  M.  Sparre  has 
returned  answer,  that,  as  thi«  would  be  the 
same  thing  as  declariug  war  by  sound  of 
trumpet,  it  would  absolutely  spoil  tbe  busiaeu 

In  this  Letter,  M.  Gnstavus  Gyllenburg  in- 
closed  the  copy  of  another  Letter,  frum  baron 
Gnrtz  to  baron  Sparre,  dated  November  13, 
1716,  as  follows : “ I still  look  upon  the 
sending  Mr.  Lencb  as  very  uncertain,  because, 
I am  persuaded,  that  France  will  not  take  any 
step,  that  may  give  the  least  suspicinn,  oy  by 
wirt'h  they  may  disgust  England,  befure  they 
have  finished  the  treaty  of  alliance,  tbsu  is  now 
dependiog.  Yet  methinks  they  might  'veacure 
to  intimate  to  the  court  of  EngUnd^slLat  they 
bare  a mind  to  send  a person  to  the  kingi  to 
sound  his  majesty’s  inieotions  more  thoroughly 
touching  areconcilpuiun,  mid  in  order  to  qua- 
lify iliemselves  the  better  Co  do  good  offices. 
As  to  the  affair  of  England  aud  the  duke  of 
Orinoud's  Letter  to  me,  of  whiebj^ou  have 
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fr»nkly,  Sir,  thst,  if  my  ^eme  upon  it  be 
not  approved  and  complied  with,  I cannot 
enter  at  all  into  that  affair.  It  is  upon  tbe 
foundation  of  niy  scberee,  that  1 have  Actually 
opened  the  matter  til  the  king;  and  it  would 
be  directly  to  spoil  all  to  inolie  me  depart  Irotn 
it.  Any  reasonable  man  will  easily  compre- 
bend  the  impossibility,  in  this  case,  of  settling 
a treaty  in  hirm.  Doubtless  it  would  be  runoing 
loo  great  a baxsrd  on  both  sides,  to  depend 
upon  its  being  kept  secret.  I'be  best  way  is, 
to  prepare  on  each  side  the  materials  necessary 
for  the  work  before  us.  When  all  is  ready  fbr 
cieculioo,  it  will  tlteo  be  time  enough  to  make 
tieaiies,  if  it  be  judged  reouisite.  I do  not 
know,  even  tvbetber  it  would  be  right  to  do 
what  is  desired  under  the  came  of  lending  os^ 
sistance;  and  lamverymncbincliuedtotbiolc, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  avow  openly  our 
owo  interest,  and  the  concern  we  huie  fur 
maintaining  the  English  liberties.  Your  friends 
must  place  so  rnneb  confidence  in  us,  as  to 
furnish  us  with  what  we  want,  to  pot  ourselves 
into  a condition  of  becomiug  useful  to  them, 
Tbe  sum  required  is  not  exorbitant:  300,000 
crowns  uiay  satisfy  us  at  preseoc,  for  wc  want 
nothing  but  to  augment  our  naval  force  at 
Gottenburg.  J do  not  sea  what  hwtards  your 
friends  can  run  in  this.  1 will  give  them  suffi- 
cient secarity;  and,  from  tbe  bumour  all  the 
world  knows  the  king  to  be  of,  they  may  very 
safely  conclude,  that  if  his  majesty  should  not 
be  able  to  satisfy  this  loan  by  a real  assistance, 
be  would  do  all  he  poasiblv  could  to  reimburse 
our  friends;  tbe  railter,  uecausa  Lis  majesty 
would  not  have  it  known,  that  he  bod  touched 
any  money  for  sneh  a purpose  as  this  is  lent. 
These  gentlemsii  might,  however,  the  more  to 
engage  the  king's  affection,  give  their  offer  tbe 
turn  expressed  in  my  scheme  : though,  fur  my 
part,  1 will  not  accept  it,  on  any  conditions, 
that  may  dittiuguisb  it  from  a common  lonu. 
But  ulldepcnds  upon  their  determining  speedily, 
aiid  beginniog  forthwith,  by  furnishing  the 
900,000  crowus  frir  tlie  meu  of  war,  without 
which  they  most  nut  fiaiter  ^emselves,  iliet 
any  thing  can  be  done.  Iam\i!iOo  the  scent 
of  getting  a fourth  hundred  thousand  even  in 
England.  France  cannot  reproach  us  with  this 
•grceoieni,  while  no  treaty  or  couventioii  can 
be  product  to  prove  it.  What'I  said  above, 
of  tbe  centious  Mbaviour  of  tbe  court  of  France 
towards  England,  is  no  dnnbt  applicable  like- 
wise to  tbe  negotioting  of  au  accommodation 
with  the  ctar.  It  is  probable,  the  court  of . 
France  would  hot  proceed  in  a negotiation  uf 
that  kind,  but  by  concert  with  England  ; and  i 
you  will  grant  me,  that  this  would  nnt  by  any 
means  suit  our  interest.  I1iii  reflection  leads 
me  into  an  opinion,  that  the  cauei  of  France  is 
not  at  present  the  most  commodious  for  us. 
It  mav  suffice  therefore  to  have  offered  to  make 
use  of  that  canal  witliout  pressing  tbe  matter 
further.  Nor  can  M.  Leuch  l>e  the  manager 
•f  this  negotiation.  For  going  to,  and  coming 
from  Sweden,  at  the  season  of  tbe  yearweare 
*>wie,  rHid,iirwc.-conie-tataD’r. 
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agreement  with  the  czar,  we  oagbt  to  eonelode 
it  within  three  months  at  tbe  very  farthest.  The 
canal  of  my  lord  Mar  seems  to  be  alike  incoo* 
venient  ancf  impracticable,  because  of  the  length 
of  time,  which  that  circulation  of  correspond- 
ence  wonld  unavoidably  take  up.  Yet  I catuini 
but  think,  that,  by  the  canal  of  tbe  favourite 
physician,  the  good  dispositions  of  the  czar 
might  be  improved,  if  tb^  are  indeed  sudi  as 
have  been  represented.  If  the  czar  comes 
hither,  and  one  can  get  a prii  ate  conversation 
with  tlie  favourite,  we  might  certainly  carry 
things  on  fur,suppusiug,  as  I said,  that  what  tbe 
favourite  has  written  be  well  founded.  In  the 
mean  while  I am  contriving  some  other  way. 
If  we  fix  upon  a project,  that  is  in  any  tolerable 
degree  prumisiuz,  T shall  not  be  withheld  by  tbe 
difficulties  and  faardsliips  of  the  voyage  from 
being  the  bchrerofic  myself.  If  in  the  mean 
time  your  friends  would  enter  into  my  scheme, 
I should  be  the  mors  sure  of  bringing  tbe  king 
to  a thorough  good  liking  of  their  business. 
But  I will  not  venture  to  convey  any  thing  of 
this  to  his  majesty,  otherwise  than  by  word  of 
mouth.  It  is  satisfaction  enongh  tome  to  know 
originally,  that  I am  >n  no  danger  of  giving  of- 
fence tu  Sweden  by  thepart  1 lake  upon  me  to 
act  in  Ibis  affair,  The  fancy  of  the  Pretender's 
retiring  to  Slockbotio  surprises  me  : It  would 
be  blazing  abroad  our  secret  intelligence  by 
sound  of  Crumpet.’’ 

On  tbe  13-93  of  November,  1716,  baron 
Gonz  wrote  from  the  Hague  tbe  fullowiog 
I.etcer  to  enunt  Gyllenburg  i “ I told  you  in 
my  letter  of  Friday,  that  1 deferred  answering 

¥)urs  of  tiie.lSch,  which  lam  nnwgoing  to  do. 

ou  say,  Sir,  that  as  Co  the  affair  you  are  pressed 
about,  it  would  be  necessary  tu  go  roundly  to 
work  with  the  principals.  lam  incirely  of  the 
inmeopinirm.  The  business  then  is  to  speak 
plainly.  1 believe,  Sir,  it  will  be  thought  asuf- 
ficient  proof  of  our  frankness,  to  declare  as  you 
may  Ho,  that  notliiiig  is  more  natural,  nor  more 
sweet,  tliun  to  revenge  an  affront  one  lias  re- 
ceived ; but  that  in  point  of  prudence,  it  ought 
to  be  maturely  considered,  wbeeber  the  passion 
of  revenge  can  produce  tlio  desired  effect.  If 
your  people  do  but  make  the  least  reSectisa 
upon  this  rale,  they  will  undoubtedly  perceive, 
tlii'.C  it  is  iucirely  llteir  busineu  to  make  the 
success  of  the  enterprhe,  which  they  desire, 
appear  probable  to  us.  After  that,  it  will  1^ 
likewise  proper,  that  they  shoidd  help  us  in 
settling  the  necessary  points,  chat  is,  chat  they 
should  assist  us  with  money.  As  I run  no 
risc^ue  with  you.  Sir,  1 make  do  scruple  al 
Celling  you  in  confidence,  that  tbe  business  in 
hand  has  for  some  time  been  pari  of  my  cor- 
respondence with  ambassador  Sparre.  The 
principal  members  of  the  prescut  court 
Avignon,  o^r  .on  the  port  of  their  taasut 
60,0001.  sterling,  to  engage  the  king's  sffectian- 
I remonstrated  thereupon,  that  the  delicacy  of 
the  conjuncture  ought  to  cautiou  us  against 
dosing  too  iiosiity  with  this  offer,  but  ibai  i 
jWBpa'.ittii  to,  twatiwgwi.tlwToot-  of  a common 
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lou  > in  that  case,  being  fumiabed 

nitb  the  king's  full  power  to  n^obate  money 
for  hi»  niajesly's  scrricei,  I ini«bt  eccepi  it, 
giving  tbeiD  aasuranceson  ibe  king’*  part  for 
repayment ; that,  if  at  Clie  same  time  (iiey 
would  commuDicate  Co  me  a plan  of  die  priii* 
cipal  affair,  1 wuulii  not  fail  to  send  it  to  die 
king  : and  cltat,  in  case  his  majesty  should  be 
unwilling  to  enter  into  the  design  in  question, 
be  would  at  least  pique  bimseff  upon  taking 
care,  that  tlie  som,  wliicli  1 sliould  have  borrotv* 
cd  in  bis  name, should  be  punctually  discharged; 
so  ibat  tbs  lenders  iVould  run  no  naqiie  of  meir 
money,  but  that,  on  die  contniry,  they  would 
bsTO  put  it  out  to  a good  advantage,  and  ihui, 
in  abort,  the  ofier  being  made  upou  the  fuot 
beforementioued,  without  stipulatiog  any  other 
conditions  than  bei»  reimbursed,  the  king 
might  be  more  eSratually  wrought  upon 
by  that  mark  of  their  good  will,  than  by 
directly  soliciting  the  succours  they  desire.  1 
added  to  all  these  iotimatitins,  dial,  in  case 
the  king  relished  the  project  of  a Revolution 
to  be  brought  about  in  Eugtaod,  it  might 
perhaps  do  better  to  give  this  enterprise  the 
turn  of  its  being  intended  to  revenge  the  uo- 
wortby  proceedings  of  the  kings  of  England, 
and  to  maintain  the  Eoglisii  liberties.  You 
have  herewith.  Sir,  the  copy  of  a pecuniary 
couintct,  wbicb  I have  just  now  settled  with 
some  private  penons  in  diis  conotiy.  You 
will  find  by  it,  that  there  is  a considerable 
advantage  to  be  made,  which  4 was  necessary 
to  allow  to  ilrangers,  sioce  nobody  iii  Sweden 
iiad  courage  enough  ibr  it.  Ifyour  people  bad 
a loiod  to  eng^e  in  it,  abstractedly  from  the 
graod  affair,  i would  admit  them  forthwith  as  I 
tar  as  the  sum  of  300,000  Crowns.  The  king’s  ' 
printed  patent,  whereof  yon  have  herewith  a ' 
copy,  sufficiently  secures  every  individual  per-  ' 
son  from  all  frauds  with  r^ard  to  the  States ' 
bonds,  upon  which  the  money  is  advanced.  But 
(bey  must  determine  speedily,  or  lay  aside  all 
hopes,  as  I bare  just  non  observed  to  am- 
bassador Sparre,  in  a postscript,  which  I com- 
municate to  you.  If  the  thing  be  taken  upon 
the  foot  befuKmenciooed,  it  may  go  cm  ; but 
oiliccwise  nothing  can  be  done.  In  a word, 
we  must  have  rauney,  ami,  after  that,  we  must 
know  wbat  they  are  in  a coudition  to  do  in 
England,  and  wiiat  part  they  expect  tbe  king 
sbould  lake,  to  put  this  de^n  into  motion, 
and  to  support  it.” 

In  Answer  to  baron  Gortz,  count  Gyllen- 
bu^  wrote  to  him  the  following  very  remark- 
able  Letter,  dated  at  London,  Dec.  4,  1716: 
“ As  soon  as  I bad  received  yoar  excelicacy’s 
letter  of  the  SSrd  past,  1 went  to  one  of  the 
principals  at  bis  own  bouse,  with  whom  I bare 
mui  s long  and  intimate  friendsliip.  J shewed 
h^  your  excellency’s  letter,  which  I infbrced 
ibe  best  I coaid.  Whereupon  be  asked  me, 
"betber  I bad  spuke  of  it  to  any  one  of  his  par- 
And,  I telling  him  I had  not,  be  desired 
’t'e.for  the  love  of  God,  not  to  do  it.  We  were 
*ade  to  belieUftfeeiB  Asi%npn>eaiAbfif  thMalli 


went  on  curreutly:  that  baron  Gortt  bad  ac- 
cepted our  offer,  and  bad  given  positive  ow 
sumoces  on  the  part  of  tbe  king  of  Sweden,  of 
his  assistance.  VVe  have  been  pressed  on  cba 
affair  of  lbs  money,  and  to  fonn  a scbeine; 
and  we  have  actually  applied  ourselves  to  both 
(he  one  and  ibe  other.  In  the  midst  of  all  this, 
here  are  three  posts  arrived  from  Avignon,  and 
no  farther  signs  are  shewn  of  so  inucii  haste. 
This  chaoge  has  very  much  perplexed  us,  we 
not  knowing  to  what  to  impute  it,  unless  to  the 
prince’s  indiepositiun.  But  all  is  now  became 
clear.  They  were  too  sure  of  tlieir  point  at 
Avignon ; they  reckoned  immediately  on  tbe ' 
assistance  of  ilie  king  of  Sweden ; and  now  they 
arc  afraid,  on  one  hand,  of  diunping  our  cou- 
rage, by  owning  frankly,  (hat  (hey  had  deceived 
iliomselvcs;  and,  on  tiie  other,  tlwy  dare  not, 
upon  on  uncertainty,  engage  to  supply  tliem 
with  money,  being  sensible,  it  is  the  lust  that 
we  shall  give  them,  if  we  shoold  find  it  eiaploy- 
eil  to  any  other  purpose  than  we  designed ; and 
without  direct  assurances  first  given  of  our  hav- 
ing the  succours  we  need.  Yonsee,  therefore 
continued  he,  of  what  consequence  it  is,  if  you 
wish  iu  well,  that  vuu  do  not  make  known,  to 
any  person,  wbat  I see  our  court  of  Avignon 
conceiiis  with  so  much  enre.  Ifynu  act  other- 
wise, yon  will  destroy  the  credit  of  the  cheva- 
lier de  St.  George  here,  wbicli  perhaps  will  be 
I of  necessary  use  to  you,  and  you  will  make  his 
; adherents  your  implacahleeneniies;  for,  if  their 
I design  fuif,  they  will  be  rc^rdlesa,  whether 
Sweden  perislies  or  not;  and  yet  you  know, 
that  it  is  tliey,  who  have  hitherto  deleodedyuur 
cause,  as  nell  in  the  country,  as  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  England,  and  who  liava  obliged  your 
enemies  to  act  with  mure  ciiution  nnd  reserve, 
than  they  would  otherwise  here  done.  You 
will  still  have  occasion  for  their  assistance  in 
the  next  session  of  the  parliament  ef  England, 
which  your  enemies  are  preparing  to  incense 
terrilily  against  you,  ns  well  hy  pamphlets,  nbicli 
• are  already  actually  in  tiie  press,  as  by  petitions 
of  the  mercbaiiis,  who  have  lost  their  ship, 
and  who  now  meet  tvrice  a week  to  consult. 
Now,  (said  lie)  to  return  ro  baron  Gortz's  let- 
ter, give  me  leave  to  tell  you  freely,  that,  if  the 
question  was  explicitly  and  aimply,  whatfaer  we 
should  assist  tbe  king  of  Sweden,  and  we  con- 
sented, it  might  then  be  worth  while  to  ask, 
what  security  we  required,  and  wbat  gain  we 
insisted  on  f But  Uiat  is  not  the  case  at  pre- 
sent, nur  ever  will  be.  For  1 muse  own  to  you 
ii^enuously,  that  there  are  very  few  amongst 
us,  wlio  have  any  concern  for  lbs  inieresta  of 
foreign  princes,  any  longer  than  while  they  af- 
fect our  own,  and  tbat  even  v6vy  palpably  s 
‘ Manus  nostre  oculats  sunt ; creduut  quod 
‘ vident : Our  eyes  are  in  oiir  hands ; wbat  they 
‘ see  we  believe.'  So  tbat  for  yon  to  fiatter 
yonrselves,  that,  out  of  respect  or  friendship, 
we  should  part  witli  our  money  to  any  whatso- 
ever, wonld  be  to  know  nothing  of  ns.  You 
can  never  alter  our  minds  on  that  article ; so 
you  must  just  take  ns  as  we  are.  As  for  gain, 
ii:imartib<^<<fi>ri.gmatE>r.  KtsayiiceanUy,  than 
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what  we  haye  at  b«De,  witboot  riaquing  our 
mone;^  Do  not  we  make  uren  or  eight  per 
cent,  bj  the  public  fuads ; and  this  upon  the 
aecuritj'  of  the  parUament  of  EuelBud,  and  are 
paid  puncCaaJly  every  quarter  ? Tliat,  this  ques- 
tion bdug  aitcriy  unseasonable,  it  is  necessary 
<0  form  anotlier;  and  let  that  be,  whether  we 
are  willios,  by  a pecuuiary  subsidy,  to  merit 
the  assistance  ol  the  king  of  Sweden  ? To  chat 
1 answer  roundly,  Jet  us  but  be  assured  ou  the 
part  of  hit  majesty,  upon  whose  bare  promise 
we  will  rely,  more  than  on  all  the  securities  luid 
engageaie^  of  others:  I say,  let  us  only  he 
assured,  that  by  our  money  we  shall  merit  bis 
help,  and  actually  have  it.  After  this,  let  us 
but  know  what  you  would  have  us  to  do,  and 
we  will  make  such  effurtt,  that  bis  majesty  shall 
not  repent  of  giviitg  his  layal  word  to  assist  ui. 
But,  Sir,  (added  he)  What  must  welhiuk,  when, 
ofier  a iiegociatioo  of  Uiree  months  or  more,  we 
are  yet  m uncertainlly  upon  wbac  ought  to  be 
the  cliief  spring  nfnU  our  undertakings,  and  are  . 
to  merit  by  our  money,  nntihe  help  weask,  but 
barely  an  auswer,  wiiechcr  we  shall  obtain  it  or 
Doti  How  can  we  run  into  expence,  expose 
our  friends,  and,  in  short,  endanger  our  fortunes 
and  lives,  when  perhaps  his  majesty’s  refusal 
may  atop  us  short ; subject,  among  other  tilings, 
to  the  fenr  of  being  betrayed  by  .those,  who, 
seeing  rhe  ill  success  of  our  projects,  aud  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  more  on  our 
aide,  may  endeavour  to  make  their  fortune,  by 
striking  m with  our  enemies,  and  sacrificing  us. 
—Let  us  examine  all  this,  and  yourself  will  nc- 
Itnowledge,  we  should  baxard  too  much  in  fol- 
lowing those,  who  leave  us  in  such  uncertainty; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  what  does  tlie  king  of 
Sweden  risque  f Is  not  our  government  his  ene- 
mies in  erery  respect;  ^nd  will  it  not  assist 
them  more  this  ensuing  year  ^ What  can  be 
said  r^ainst  him,  if,  aller  the  example  ofScipio, 
he  carries  the  war  intn  their  country,  who  have 
been  desirous,  and  are  stiJI  so,  to  carry  it  into 
his  ? This  diversion  will  l<e  so  much  the  greater, 
as  it  wilt  be  unexpected  ; and  there  is  the  more 
reason  to  hope  for  snccess,  because  the  whole 
country  is  disaffected.  It  is  also  proltable,  that 
half  the  army  will  be  disbanded  hy  the  purlia- 
mcnturEiigl.ind:  ami  it  is  certain  great  part 
of  that  army  will  desert  on  the  approach  of  a 
suScieut  b^v  of  CrO'ips.— But  suppose  this  en- 
cerprixe  should  not  succeed,  would  this  govern- 
ment be  more  bent  upon  tlie  intire  ruin  of  ebe 
king  of  Sweden  than  it  whs  before?  And,  when 
king  George’s  desire 'to  have  tlie  country  of 
Bremen  is  satisfied,  will  our  government  be  less 
solicitous  by  wlint  means  to  prevent  the  czar's 
aggrandiz.ug  liiniseif  ? Let  me  begyuufsaid  he) 
to  represent  all  this  to  baron  Gorlz ; and  I am 
euro  he- will  chungo  bisopinirm-.  aud  that  be 
will  not  let  slip,  by  cliaffering,  an  opportunity 
BO  beneficitl  for  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  so 
glorious  for  himself.  Tell  liim  likewise,  if  you 
please,  that  there  is  notbiog  more  proper  than 
what  be  demands  as  to  a sclieme;  and  the 
sneani  of  supporiiug  the  utTair.  But  he  must 
give  ttt  di*rwicciUBig'tiaeBfet(is«>f 


not  labouring  in  vain,  and  tunning  all  hazards 
without  any  fair  prospect.  One  positive  aisu> 
rauce  given  at  Avignon  will  pul  all  in  motion ; 
blit  ivithaut  that,  ull  will  flag.  As  to  ibe  co- 
lour, which  the  king  of  Sweden  may  put  upon 
bis  enterprize,  I slmll  always  have  that  opinion 
(said  he)  which .bamo  Gorczhtrosclf  would  have 
me  etitertaia  of  his  scheme,  namely,  tJiat  the 
king  of  Sweden  intends  sincerely  tu  restore  (he 
Chevnlier.  But  I am  much  a&aid,  that  the  rest 
of  iny  party  will  lake  this  affair  io  quite  another 
light ; that  is  to  say,  that  they  will  imagine 
his  Swedish  majesty,  having  not  given  any  pro- 
mise to  nor  Chevalier,  nor  declared  forfain,  wiH 
make  no  ocher  use  of  this  enterprize,  than  only 
to  compass  bis  own  designs,  exclusive  of  the 
Chevalier,  and  to  oblige  king  George  to  come 
to  better  terms.  But  in  this  he  will  find  him- 
self deceived ; for,  the  greatest  part  of  the  ua- 
cion  being  at  pre^enl  iaflomed  with  JacobitistB, 
and  set  a longing  for  the  return  of  him,  whom 
they  believe  ibeir  lawful  sovereign,  they  will 
not  join  any  person,  who  does  not  declare  open- 
ly fur  him  : on  the  contrary,  perceiving  it  is 
only  a foreign  quarrel,  which  draws  the  king  of 
Sweden  hither,  vexed  to  see  their  expectoaons 
frustrated,  and  not  knowing  how  far  his  majes- 
ty’s resentments  may  go,  and  who  will  be 
exposed  Co  his  rengeauce,  or  who  be  exempt 
from  it,  they  will  fall  into  the  comtnou  humour 
of  the  naiiou,  which  is  to  unite  all,  notwitli- 
ttauding  their  past  feuds,  against  a foreign 
power.— This  is  so  true  (concioued  he,)  chat 
if  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  had  not  an 
English  father,  and  been  bom  in  England,  all 
bis  pretensiuiis  would  avail  him  ooihmg  with 
the  common  people;  who,  when  the  contest 
shall  be  only  between  foreigner  and  foreigner, 
will  ceccninly  declare  for  him  in  possessinn, 
witlioui  much  regard  to  the  justice  of  tlie 
cause. — For  whnt  remaiDs  (added  be)  I intireiy 
agree,  chat  the  inaiDCaiuing  of  the  church  uf 
Kugiaud  ought  Co  be  one  topic  b (he  king  of 
Sweden’s  manifesto.  This  is  the  more  neces- 
sary, because  it  would  serve  to  settle  the  mbds 
of  such  os  are  disturbed  about  the  Chevalier's 
religion.  His  majesty  likewise  would  act  b 
his  kuown  character,  wliicb  is  to  be,  on  all  oc- 
casions, solicitous  for  (he  welfare  of  tlie  Pio- 
tnlaiic  relipon. — This,  Sir,  is  what  was  most 
material  in  my  conversation  with  my  friend, 
who,  I assure  your  excellency,  is  a men  of  so- 
lid judgment,  and  so  well  informed  of  wliat 
passes  at  Avignon,  that  he  cold  me  a long  time 
ago  what  was  negotiated  tliere  on  our  port, 
cliuu'gb  I cook  no  notice  of  it,  while  I saw  no- 
lliiug  particular  about  it,  either  iu  yuur  excel- 
lency's letters,  or  in  those  of  Monsieur  Sparre. 
Ue  even  cold  nse,  that  a certain  relation  of  my 
lord  Mar's  was  confident  of  doing  us  very  good 
offices  with  iheczar;  and  that  it  had  been  in- 
timated to  baron  Spnne.  But,  being  tender  of 
intruding  into  the  prnvioces  of  others,  I rec^ 
oiled  your  excellency  would  be  better  informed 
of  this  the  direct  way.” 

Gortt  nroi* 
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the  followlog  Letter,  dated  at  the  Hague,  De- 
eeoibepll,  1716,  to  count  Gjllenburg : “F 
have  received  ;our  agreeable  letter  of  the  4th 
histanc.  1 shall  have  the  bonuur  to  answer  the 
contents  of  it;  chat  the  stronger  the  reasons 
are,  which  arealledged  to  tnake -US  enter  into 
the  afbir  you  know  of,  the  more  should  people 
hepenoa^ed  of  the  true  desire,  that  we  hare 
10  undertake  the  thing.  It  is  superfluous  to 
PUgwcmotives  to  us,  and  we  liave  no  need  of  a 
spur.  As  I run  no  risque  with  you,  Sir,  1 will 
freelytell  you,  limt,  even  before  my  departure 
^mSweden,  tte  were  already,  on  our  side, 
disposed  to  this  expedition,  it  is  easy  to  be- 
lieve, that  those  dispositions  are  siuce  increas- 
ed in  proportion  as  the  animosity  uf  the  court, 
where  you  are,  hath  continued  increasing, 
lliereis  clierefore  now  uo  other  qaestion,  but 
of  the  means  to  satisfy  our  just  desire  of 
revenge.  We  have  in  Sweden  troops  more 
than  enough  for  thnt  purpose ; but  what  su»- 
peods  our  entering  upon  action  is;  that,  First, 
we  bare  not  the  ships  necessary  as  well  for 
transporting  the  troops  as  for  ilie  convoy  itself. 
Secondly,  we  do  nnt  know  how  it  is  proposed 
to  miuntain  tl>e  troops  irhen  they  shall  be  ar- 
rived at  the  place  intended.  Thirdly,  horses 
must  foniiwith  be  limnd  to  mount  the  cavalry. 
It  is  well  knnwa,  that  when  one  enters  into  an 
open  country,  the  first  impression  must  be  made 
\>y  the  cavalry.  Fourthly,  we  must  knot*  the 
namberof  troops,  that  is  thought  requisite  for 
ibis  expedition,  in  order  to  regulate  diereby 
the  armament  of  the  ships. — It  is  true,  Sir, 
that,  for  several  months  last  past,  vre  have  had 
tome  preliminary  negotiation  upon  these  mal- 
lets with  Che  court  of  Avignon.  They  have 
declared  themselves  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
nanner,  in  which  we  have  spokeu  to  them,  ami 
have  promised  not  only  to  give  the  neressary 
eipiaoaiions  upon  the  ndvaoers  of  money  pro- 
poied,  but  also  to  furnish  ititcaiicly  where- 
withal CO  prepareon  our  side,  during  this  winter, 
every  thing,  that  concerns  the  first  step;  being 
themselves  of  npiiiiou,  dint,  if  any  thing  be 
inteoded  to  be  done,it  must  he  entered  upon 
imediaiely  after  the  obstacles,  which  a h.ord 
winter  might  bring  touavigacinn,  are  removed ; 
hut  hitherto  nil  this  has  ended  only  in  vain 
hopes.  However,  I have  not,  on  my  part,  lost 
any  time  for  tills  enierprize.  1 have  Wstirred  ' 
tnyself  to  find  out  men  of  war:  I have  ac- 
toally  found  out  some,  nnd  have  even  made 
bargains  for  purchasing  six  of  between  sixty 
and  seventy  guns,  nil  armed  and  rigged;  and 
{^y  are  to  he  delivered  nt  Goiteuliuig  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  ol  March.  Tift  ed- 
money,  which  1 asked  from  the  court 
^ Avignon,  was  only  designed  for  the  purchase 
^ those  ships;  and  the  sum  did  not  exceed 
bu,OCK)f.  If  I liave  proposed  the  expedient 
bf  fumishing  us  with  this  money  upon  the  four 
O'  a common  loan,  it  was  ouly  dime,  Sir,  with  a 
’"w,  lire  better  to  secare  tho’se,  that  were  coo- 
®*tnt(l  on  both  sides,  from  the  danger  of  a dis- 
“tfery,  and  those,  tliatshould  give  the  money, 
“^nstthe  acciteBiiiii‘e!ft#'»l5|^-Sdlfh''Sliuiiltf‘! 
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be,  that  might  render  the  -design  impracticable. 
It  is  also  the  feareillier  of  some  treachery  or 
disappuiiumenc,  wbicdi  cannot  be  foreseen,  that 
witlmnderns  from  declaring  before  we  come 
to  the  place,  where  we  are  to  shew  ourselves. 
Our  friends  wilt  have  oocbing  to  object  against 
this  precBuiioo,  if  they  will  but  consider,  that, 
if  we  throw  off  the  mask  too  soon,  uid  should 
afterviards  miss  our  blow,  we  should  give  the 
English  ministers  n very  good  nrgument  to 
carry  the  notion  into  a war  against  us,  into 
which  they  would  not  liave  a great  deal  of 
ttnuble  to  draw  Hollnnd  also.  This  is  a risque 
of  the  last  consequence ; aud  would  they  hare  us 
mn  into  it.  Sir,  for  a trifle  f 1 do  not  kuuw  bow 
else  to  stile  the  money-business  in  question. — 
The  naval  annament  at  Gottenhurgb  cannot  be 
useful  to  us,  unless  for  the  design,  which  they 
propose  to  us ; and  the  money  we  usk  will  not 
besufticienc  even  for  that  armement.— As  to 
ibe  rest,  however  just  and  solid  I nliow  your 
friend's  reasoning  in  other  malleis,  yet  Icaiinot 
reconcile  the  opinion,  which  your  friend  seems 
to  have  of  the  good  faith  of  the  king,  and  his 
interest,  with  the  fear,  which  is  nevertheless 
shewn,  that  we  haveno  otlierend  than  to  pro- 
cure for  ourselves  the  restitution  of  .the  duchy 
of  Bremen. — Pray,  Sir,  which  way  cau  the  king 
of  Sweden  better  secure  himself  the  recovery 
and  possession  uf  his  said  duchy,  ihan  hy  re- 
ducing king  George  to  be  nothing  inure  than  an 
elector  of  the  empire?  By  which  means  the 
king  of  Sweden  will  make  liimself  be  courted 
by  the  bouse  of  Lunenburg,  as  in  former  times. 
Can  good  fnitfi  and  n man’s  tronl  be  put  in  tlie 
scale  against  so  solid  and  so  evident  a reason, 
after  we  have  experienced  how  little  account 
oughuo  be  made  of  a security  founded  in  words 
or  in  treaties?  To  be  short.  Sir,  the  ques- 
tion is  with  us  an  affiir  already  decided;  no- 
thing remains  but  to  consider  the  means. — As 
I understand  the  matter,  those  that  shall 
furnish  the  money,  will  be  in  no  danger ; they 
may  give  it*  under  tiie  name  of  Dutch  mer- 
clianu,  and  under  pretext  of  the  great  cain 
that  is  to  be  made  in  dealing  with  me.  The 
better  to  Colour  ifae  tliine,  they  may  even  give 
ooincnissian  to  some  Englitb  merchants,  to 
make  an  agreeineni  with  me  upon  ib«  foot  of 
the  contract,  wbicli  I have  linu  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  you.  After  this  there  would  re- 
main uo  oilier  risque  than  that  of  losing  the 
money,  in  case  llie  design  should  hot  be  execut- 
ed ; liur,  if  they  had  the  least  confidence  in  the 
word  of  tlie  king,  this  scruple  would  vanish  im- 
mediately. His  majesty  piques  himseir  loo 
much  upon  performing  bis  engagements,'  to 
leave  uny  room  to  mistrust  him.  We  have  fresh 
proofs  of  tllis,  iiotwilbstaiidiiig  tlie  vast  ex- 
peuce  that  we  are  obliged  to  bear ; his  majesty 
wnuld  have  the  preieosioos  of  Mr.  Cook,  nnd 
the  other  mercliaiiu  in  France,  touching  the 
money  advanced  to  him  in  Turkey,  satisfied, 
and  I have  actually  paid  ihuse  erraitors.— To 
conclude,  1 must  fell  you  again.  Sir,  that  they 
must  come  toaresolution  speedily,  or  think  no 
^Sidffe^'OP'Bie’  a1fiifr'lbi''hlt''1«K!'''hMt  'Jt>ar.— It 
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would  alw  be neccssar;,  that  those,  who  mean 
us  well,  diould  labour  to  get  half  the  troops 
thu  are  now  on  font  in  England,  broken,  and 
to  hinder  an;  naval  ancatnent  till  the  monlh  of 
Ala;.— It  concerns  ns  alto  to  know,  for  our  di> 
leutiun,  what  number  of  regulv  trnups  will  re- 
main, after  tbc;  thuJl  hate  got  one  liaif  of  tbem 
disbaiidtd.  1 reckon,  that  we  might  einplo; 
from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  Swedes  in  this  ex- 
pedition ; amongst  wham  there  should  be 
4,0001.  horse.— When  tbiniis  sliait  be  put  upon 
the  foot  abovementioned,  I intend  w go  into 
Sweden  myself,  to  push  ou  the  execuiiun;  for 
1 do  not  like  to  rely  on  the  citre  of  others  iu 
aucb  a particular.  I hud  also  rather  concert 
this  affiiir  directly,  and  with  you,  than  by  the 
other  way,  which  1 tiiiuk  tuo  long.  My  lord's 
relation  tmih  indeed  sent  word,  that  tlm  czar 
has  some  disjtositions  to  pence,  nhicli  we  will 
notfuil  to  muc  advantage  of,  that  wa  may  be 
in  a conditinii  the  better  to  push  on  the  nShir 
in  question.  Tbeczarisio  bcliero  very  spredily. 
If  It  could  be  ordered,  that  the  said  lelalluii  of 
iny  lord  Mar  should  spouk  10  me,  I shonid 
quickly  perceive  what  might  be  done  there, 
lou  will  easily  judge.  Sir,  that  an  agreenicut 
«vith  the  czar  would  give  great  weight  to  l^e 
other  affair.” 

In  answer  to  this  Letter,  count  Gyllenburg, 
on  the  18th  of  December,  N.  S.  1710,  wrote 
the  following  to  baron  Goru : “ I bud  received, 
two  days  ago,  the  letter  your  excellency  did 
me  the  favour  to  write  me  of  tlie  ilth,  and  I 
have  DOC  deferred  the  eiecutinn  of  your  orders 
one  moment.  1 hope  to  be  able  to  give  you 
an  account  of  tliem  by  the  next  mail.  In  the 
mean  time,  I shall  bare  the  boDuur  to  answer 
to  your  excellency's  postscript,  that  1 shall  not 
full  to  govern  jnjself  as  you  there  direct.  If  I 
have  hitiierto  done  otherwise,  it  bos  been,  chat 
I might  not  be  accused  of  not  representing 
iDBCiers  ns  they  were  on  oue  aide  and  cbe 
other,  leaving  it  afterwards  to  our  ministers  to 
make  choice  of  that,  which  the;  ibougfac  most 
proper.  Your  excellency,  according  to  your 
wonted  gnodness,  will  foigive  me,  however,  for 
saying,  that  in  my  opinion,  whatever  reso- 
lution we  take,  it  would,  noCwitlistunding,  be 
well  to  keep  the  people  here  in  good  humour ; 
that  is.  Chat  we  should  seem  not  imirely  to  re- 
ject their  proposals,  or  otherwise  they  will  be 
prying  into  the  motives,  which  render  us  so  iii- 
tractabie,  and  will  perhaps  discover  the  true 
OBO,  in  which  cose  ency  will  cause  it  to  mis- 
carry. Besides,  a little  hopes  would  make 
them  put  nfflunger.  the  pushing  the  aOfair  in 
parliament ; and  ( think  that  is  what  your  ex- 
celiency  seems  to  desire.  Mctbiiiks,  to  this 
end,  itwonid  be  necessary  tbat  your  excel- 
lency should  write  Peikum  an  answer,  who  com- 
plains nf  having  received  none  to  hU  letters, 
to  shvw  your  ackaowledgoieuc  of  the  pains  be 
has  tukeo,  and  to  desirehim  to  go  on,  iu  order  to 
keep  the  miuisters  in  the  same  good  way,  till 
your  excellency  has  received  an  answer  to  the 
aecountjiwihicii  yoa  have-.^ven  • '"f 


thewholeaffair;  and  than  we  may  act  with 
more  vigour.  As  Petkum  generally  shews  all 
his  letters  to  Townsheiid  and  Boihmar,  1 fanry 
they  will  thereby  be  easily  persuaded  to  believe 
wbat  they  wish.  If  this  letter  comes  brfore 
the  arrival  of  king  George,  it  will  perhaps  pre- 
vent the  impression,  wluch  the  Germaas  and 
Sunderland  will  be  apt  to  make  with  iheirusu&i 
violence  at  tlieir  first  comingover.” 

The  two  next  Letters  relate  principally  to 
billa  of  exchange,  shipping,  corn,  salt,  Jtc.  fet 
Sweden  i but  in  one  from  count  Gylleobucg  to 
bamn  Goriz,  dated  at  London,  December  30, 
1710,  he  writes  as  follows : " I am  once  more 
obliged  to  defer  tlie  departore  of  my  express 
till  Friday,  one  of  the  principal  of  our  friends 
beiog  not  vet  returned  to  Lmidou;  but  lie  will 
he  here  tu-niorrow.  I huve  the  leciers  ready 
for  the  physician,  but  dare  not  venture  them  by 
tlie  post.  While  I am  waiting  fur  the  princip^  1 
of  my  friends,  I shall  rhspaich  co-morruw  agen-  1 
tlenian  Co  the  czar,  to  endeavour  to  possess  him  < 
with  pacific  thoughts.  I have  given  him  letters 
for  my  brother,  chat  he  may  lotroduce  him  to 
your  excellency,  who  will  give  him  such  instru^ 
lions,  os  you  sli.-ill  judge  necessary.  He  is  a 
iUuscoviie,  by  birth,  and  haring  beeu  a loi^ 
time  known  Co  niy  friend,  and  perliaps  even 
employed  ou  the  like  nessuges,  he  assures  me, 
chat  we  may  put  iniite  confidence  in  him.  1 
liare  iiiuniated  to  liiiu,  (bat  he  may  aliedge,  for 
the  pretext  of  his  voyage,  his  natural  inclina- 
tion to  serve  the  czar,  by  which  he  was  indaced  ' 
to  discover  to  him,  that  king  George  is  makis| 
all  cbe  offers  imaginable  to  acquire  Bremen  oi' 
the  king  of  Sweden,  at  the  ezpence  of  cbe  czar,  1 
who  is  to  be  the  sacrifice  ot  iliac  acquisition.  | 
Your  excellency  will  add  what  other  hints  yon 
Judge  convenient.  I should  ebbk,  however,  it  | 
migtit  be  proper,  tliat  this  man  should  be  k^t  : 
ignorant  of  the  canal  of  the  pliysician.  I hare 
nuotber  letter  for  him,  which  may  introduce  my  1 
brother  to  his  acquaintance;  and  then  he  may  | 
convey  messages  between  your  excellencjr  ana  | 
the  pliysician,  till  your  excellency  shall  think  fit  | 
to  have  an  iutervicw  with  iiim.  We  are  as- 
sured here,  cliac  king  George  will  have  none  / 
with  the  czar;  and  they  seem  to  be  very  little 
satisfied  with  chat  prince-— Your  excelleoty  1 
will  have  the  goodness  to  remember  wiiac  I had  | 
the  hooiiur  to  write  to  you  in  my  last,  about  07  | 
lord  Sunderland.  I have  leanit  since,  that  thsC 
lord  does  all  he  can  Co  make  those  of  his  party 
fond  of  king  George's  project,  to  open  a part  at  | 
Harbourg;  asserting,  that  England  will  gai^  j 
marts  hy  it,  ihan  even  by  its  WeU-lndia  1 
One  sees  very  well  whither  all  this  tcods.  I e<t>  | 
working  against  it.  A member  of  parliament 
has  desired  me  to  inform  liicn  of  the  Mlualioii 
nnd  nature  of  (bat  port.” 

On  the  1st  of  January,  count  Gyiienhnif 
writes  thus  to  baron  Gortz,  after  a long  accouat 
of  private  business,  hiring  of  ships,  Stc.  ‘‘Sine*  | 

writing  wliar  eoes  before,  my  friend  has  been  , 
, with  itnej  ;sBdlm.,ti^  ,inc,  -Jiiai  the  moneyi 
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hi  Rs  twentjr  thousand  pnmids,  tras  ready,  if  I other  day  of  your  excelleocy  the  particulars  of 
srould  bat  give  roy  ac<{uittance,  tbut  1 had  re*  Uarbourg ; and  it  is  likevrise  upon  bis  request, 
eeired  it  for  the  use  of  the  king  my  master;  and  that  I beg  your  excellency  nriil  send  me,  assoon 
ibis  only,  ti>at  he  might  have  inmetking  loshew  os  may  be,  all  that  you  shall  bo  able  to  pick 
to  those,  who  made'iliis  collection,  supposing,  up  in  rekeion  to  the  treaty  concluded  between 
that  hereafter  they  should  ask  lor  it.  Ian-  Hanover  and  our  enemies;  particularly  if  you 
twered  him,  That  I could  not  give  any  such  can  procure  the  ogreetnenC,  by  which  (lie  as* 
acqaiitance,  without  your  excellency’s  order,  siscance  of  an  Englisli  force  is  stipulated  to 
wtuch  1 would  write  for  this  post.  He  told  me  them.  Your  excellency  sees  hereby  what  I am 
likewise.  That  they  had  already,  by  order  of  now  doing  uu  one  side  and  the  other ; that  is  to 
the  court  of  Avignon,  remitted  8,0001.  to  huroD  say,  with  regard  to  our  friends.  I can  do  no- 
Sparre.— Since  writing  these  lines,  the  Dutch  tlung  before  I have  received  your  excelleocy’s 
insil  of  the  25th  is  just  come  in,  hy  which  my  orders  upon  my  last." 

Uoiher  advises  me,  tlint  year  excellency  was 

Kiting  out  upon  your  Journey.  It  will  there-  The  following  Letter  from  baron  Gortz,  to 
fare  be  unnecessary  to  send  the  express,  espe-  count  Oylteqburg,  is  dated  from  Paris,  Ja- 
ciilly  since  the  two  letters  intended  are  now  be-  nunry  S,  17 17 ; “I  could  not  arquniat  you  be- 
come useless.  I will,  however,  send  a dupli-  foro  this  day,  tlint  1 am  now  authorized  to 
cate  of  this  next  Mondny,  by  the  French  post,  enter  into  tlie  affair,  wliirh  you  know  of;  ami 
together  with  the  pieces  abovementiooed. — that  1 am  allowed  the  liberty  to  do  io  It  what- 
Your  excellency  will  receive,  this  day,  ihecopy  ever  I shall  think  conveuieiit.  You  will  be  able 
ofa  letter,  which  M.  Petkum  writ  yesterday  to  to  Judge  of  this  yourself  by  the  inclosed  copy  of 
baron  Spnrre,  the  contents  of  which  coodrm  the  full  power,  that  has  been  sent  to  me, 
theill  imentioDS  of  those  warm  men,  into  whose  Which  way  soever  I turn  this  affair,  I do  not 
hands  the  manngemeat  of  nflhirs  is  going  to  be  see,  ihut  we  ctiii  engage  in  it  upon  any  other 

Cut;  pnrticulatly  if  it  be  true,  ns  M.  Petkum  foot,  than  that,  which  I proposed  to  you  at 
IS  assured  me,  that  my  lord  Townslietid,  to  first,  As  interest  is  the  most  certain  security 
whom  he  rend  the  said  letter,  owned,  that  what  of  treaties,  niid  what  we  art  solicited  to  under- 
lie had  writ,  in  relation  to  our  affairs,  was  true,  take,  is  of  so  great  importaoce  to  us,  and  the 
All  that  we  have  to  flatter  ourselves  wiih  is,  most  expeditious  uieuns  to  re-establish  ouraf- 
that  the  miiundersiaudlng,  which  there  is  among  fairs,  that  can  be  devised ; no  man  cim  doubt, 
these  gentlemen,  may  perhaps  be  of  service  to  that  we  shnil  apply  ourselves  to  it  heartily  and 
os,  Thus  oiiicli,  at  least,  is  certain,  that,  if  earnestly:  and  chat  we  could  wish  fur  nothiog 
we  set  ourselves  in  earnest  about  the  great  better,  than  to  do  itwithuut  the  concurrent  as- 
work,  the  success  cannut  possibly  fait.”  sistnnee  of  others,  if  the  Juncture  of  time  would 

suffer  us  to  dispense  with  that  assistance. — The 
The  next  is  a Letter  from  count  Gyllcnburg,  only  thing  I see  wanting  for  our  purpose,  are 
to  baron  Gortz,  tlieo  at  Paris^dat^  at  Lundoii,  men  of  war  and  transports.  Of  the  £rst  I can 
January  7,  1716-17,  as  follows  i “ Yesterday  I have  two  in  Holland,  and  six  in  France,  all  rig- 
teemved  the  Letters  your  excellency  did  me  the  ged  and  armed  ; and  those,  wlm  liave  the 
favour  to  write  me  of  tlie'29th  past.  That  con-  posol  of  them,  oblige  themselves  todeliverthem 
cermng  the  conduct  of  this  court  came  very  in  that  condition  at  Gntleiiburg  io  the  month 
seuonably.  I gave  it  to  read  to  one  of  the  of  March.  The  list  we  shnil  not  want,  but  we 
principal  Whigs,  with  whom  I have  found  must  immediately  put  our  hands  to  the  work, 
means  of  contracting  a friendship.  As  I am  to  which  r«)uires  money,  hi.  Sparre  has  assured 
dine  with  him  to-morrow,  I shall  know  what  ef-  me,  that  I should  und  an  hundred  iliousond 
feet  it  has  had.  He  Is  already  in  a good  way,  crowns  ready  here ; but  1 learnt  nt  my  arrival, 
ond  I question  not  but  may  be  carri^  yet  fur-  chat  our  friends,  far  from  doing  what  they  had 
tber  by  such  just  reasoning. — M.  Petkum  is  promised,arenowgTowncool;  sothail  thought 
farmed  with  your  excellency’s  Letter  to  him.  best.  Sir,  to  desire  yon  to  press  your  friends  to 
He  exclaims  publicly  against  the  Hanoverians  a speedy  resolution,  whether  on  the  foot  pro- 
I gross  falsehood  they  have  told  of  him.  posed  th'ey  will  forthwith  supply  us  with  mong', 
1 believe  him  innocent  aa  to  this  fact.  He  has  which  we  must  have  to  porchase  those  men  of 
loU  me,he  will  write  himself  to  your  excellency  war,  or  not.  In  case  they  will,  it  is  necessary 
hy  this  post.  Mr.  Walpole’s  reply  is  remnrka-  they  should  order  it  to  be  paid  to  me  here  as 
f V who  is  one  of  the  companions  soon  aa  possible,  that  I may  put  those,  who  are 

Whigs,  has  told  me  the  same  tiling.  If  to  furnish  me  with  the  ships,  upon  getting  them 
of  the  presint  discontent,  ready.  If  thc^  will  not,  this  business  oiiglit  to 
•W  the  court  does  not  find  etpedients  to  re-  be  broken  off  mtirely,  without  thinking  any  fot- 
|am  those  people,  I do  not  know  whether  the  ther  of  it.  To  lose  four  weeks  more  would  be 
Mart  will  ever  venture  to  bring  that  matter  losing  all,  for  this  year  at  least;  and  aftenvards 
the  stage;  but  I shall  not  be  satisfied  the  circumstances  of  affairs  will  eo  change, 
^ •"*  ^"8  brought  into  that  there  can  be  no  thinkiog  nf  it  any  longer. 

P“‘‘J“®"*,tny  own  way.  My  fricud  is  labour-  —For  thereat,  our  intention  was  to  transport 
^ that  point  with  me,  and,  to  that  end,  is  en-  12  thousand  men;  eight  ilmusaml  of  them  in- 
^»onnng  to  inform  himself  thoroughly  of  the  fantrv,  and  four  thousand  cavalrv,  of  which 
"»le-  U was'Kif'ibifljf^'l'deilftifiifitd'-tBe  liurMrt«llahiliif«ff.>'%e  WeW'toc^ry  with 
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us  a sufEcirnc  train  of  ariillery,  arms  for  ten  or 
twelre  thousand  mm  more,  nitli  rcqaUiie  stores 
ofammuniiiou.  We  nere  tolnnd  at  ihe  placet, 
wlietlier  we  sh'>uld  be  directed;  so  that  we 
should  have  carried  with  us  ail  that  is  neces- 
sary, excepting  horses,  which  we  expected  to 
find  in  the  country;  and  nil  might  have  been 
executed  without  the  least  umbrage  being 
talrea ; provided,  that  on  the  other  side  the  se-  ' 
crei  was  kept.  IVI.  Sparre  tells  me,  that  the 
reason  of  the  coolness  oC  these  geniiemen  in 
this  conmry,  is  the  treaty  between  this  court 
and  England,  and  the  ensuing  dmarture  of  the 
Pretender  out  of  this  country.  For  my  part,  I 
take  this  remon  to  be  a very  weak  one  ; fur  as 
tliis  treaty,  and  the  departure  uf  the  Pretender 
out  of  this  country,  must  make  the  court  of 
Eugland  think  themselves  in  perfect  safety,  and 
deprive  them  of  the  pretext  of  keeping  up  their 
troops,  our  enterprise  is  become  more  easy,  and 
more  sure.  And  to  iinagiue,  tl>at  this  court, 
AC  the  bottom  uf  their  heart,  would  not  be  bet- 
ter pleased  to  have  the  Pretender  on  the  throne 
of  England,  than  tlieeieccot  of  Hanover ; espe- 
cially if  the  first  contloued  to  carry  himself 
well  towards  this. court,  is  to  have  a wrong  no- 
tion of  its  interest,  sod  of  the  private  seat!- 
ments  of  the  duke  regent,— M.  Sparre  tells  me 
fiirther,  that  cur  friends  here  think  we  shallnot 
have  occasion  fur  any  more  men  of  war  than 
(hose eight,  which  we  have  at  Gotteoburg;  -but 
they  nro  to  know,  that  those  ships  areW  of 
forty  guns  each ; so  (hat  it  would  be  haxarding 
too  much,  and  exposing  a body  of  chosen 
troops  (for  such  we  should  take  on  Lliisexpe- 
dition)  for  three  nr  four  large  ships  would  he 
sufficient  cu  give  them  chnee,  and  to  uke  them 
all.  But,  when  wc  ik'd!  hare  the  eight  ships, 
which  carry  from  sixty  to  seventy  guns,  nothing 
less  than  a squadron  could  oppose  them,  nnd, 
before  they  could  be  fitted  out,  die  blow  wiaild 
be  struck. 

" To  conclude,  Sir,  I wait  here  fiic  n speedy 
yea  or  no ; and  I continue  to  advise  you  not  to 
tend  any  account  of  this  mailer  Co  the  cnort; 
for  our  ministers  themselves  are  igcoraiit  of  it, 
and  know  not  for  what  intent  they  have  been 
obliged  to  give  the  turn  they  have  to  the  lull 
power  which  they  dispatched.  ‘ Aut  nunc  auc 

* imnquam : Xow  or  never;’  as  well  fur  oor 
friends  as  our  enemies.— When  yoo  have,  fixed 
this  affiur,  at  least  Ibr  wliac  relates  to  the  men 
of  war  here,  I am  very  desirous  you  should 
come  over  to  meet  me  in  HoUauH,  under  pre- 
text of  being  ordered  thither;  and  that  you 
should  put  the  court  in  hopes  of  reCiiniing  with 
some  acceptable  offer,  to  the  end  we  might 
concert  together  all  that  remains  for  ourenier- 

rixe;  afrer  which  I would  set  out  myself  for 

nedeii,  to  order  every  thing  for  uaking^ure  of 
the  execution,  i communicate  to  you  the  sub- 
joined copy  of  the  Pull  Power,  which  bis  majes- 
ty bat  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  me : 

' We  Cliarles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of 

* Siveileo,  Goths  and  Vandals,  great  prince  of 

* Piolund,  dukie  of  .$qhonep,  LiiVooiB, 


‘ Carelia,  Bremen,  Verden,  Steiin,  Pomerania, 

‘ Couubio,  and  Vatidoiia,  prince  of  Rugen,  lord 
' cflngria  und  Wisoiar,  palatine  of  the  Rhine, 

‘ duke  of  Bavaria,  Julien,  Cieves,  and  Bergues, 

‘ Ac.  du  hereby  make  known,  and  attest,  that 
‘ whereas  we  have  cumniitied  to  the  fidelity 
‘ anil  dexterity  of  the  most  illustrious  and 
‘ noble,  our  iutirely-beloved  l>an,n  Goriz,  privy- 
' counsellor  of  the  most  serene  dukeofHuUtein, 

‘ and  chief  marshal  of  his  court,  vanous  afisirs 
' for  our  service,  to  he  transacted  in  those 
‘ places,  where  be  shall  reside  : And  whereas 
' the  present  circtunstanccs  of  the  times  and  nf. 

‘ fairs  do  not  easily  permit,  that  we  sliould  be 
' able  to  furnish  him  witli  particular  credeatiol 
‘ leitprs  (cvmmonly  called  a Full  Power)  fot 
‘ every  several  transoctiun:  To  prevent  there- 

* fore  all  delay,  which  might  thence  arise,  we 
' have  judged  it  necessary  in  coostilitte  by  ibess 
‘ presents,  him,  the  said  baron  Goriv,  our  mi- 
‘ oister  plenipotentiary,  and  to  grant  him  full 
‘ power,  as  by  virtue  ol'  these  presents,  we  do 
‘ ^rant  him  full  pcaver,  to  treat  and  conclude, 

' m our  name,  with  all  and  singular  persons  of 
‘ what  condition  soever,  all  matters  which  may 
‘ relate  to  uur  service,  and  be  for  our  interm; 

‘ promising  on  our  roye!  word,  that  we  will  ap- 

■ prove  and  ratify,  and  put  intirely  in  execution, 

< whatever  the  said  baron  Goriz  shall  so  tracs- 
t act  and  conclude.  In  sure  testimony  where- 
I of,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  bo  affixed  to 

• thsse  presents,  and  signed  Che  samu  with  our 
1 own  band.*  Given  at  T.und,  in  Schonen,  the 

< S3d  day  of  Getobrr,  I(  16,  CaEuLus.  (I4.S.) 

■ H.G.deMuIlem.’  i 

On  the  13th  of  Jannaiy,  N.  S.  1717,  baron  | 
Goriz  wrote  from  Paris  the  following  letter  I 
to  count  Gyllenborg:  ■' I am  lo  acquaint  you,  1 
that  our  friends  here  are  chartnctl  with  my  I 
srhvme.  They  have  nused  one  hundred  lliou- 
sand  livres  <0  he  paid  me  down,  and  have  pren 
misetl  to  get  the  lest  paid  to  me  in  liollaou,  to 
the  sum  of  one  million  of  guilders,  I will  go 
therefore,  and  give  orders  for  working  wiih  all 
possible  dispatch  on  the  men  of  wor,  and  for 
providing  and  bringing  together  all  necessaries, 
r slioll  also  go  back  with  all  expeditiun  to  Uoh 
loud  : n heiice  you  will  have  further  ndvice 
from  me.  I shall  wait  there  with  impatieiice 
the  coniine  of  your  express,  und  of  the  persoo 
who  is  to  speak  to  the  pliysictan." 

Ac  the  same  time  M.  Gustavus  Gyllvnlwig 
wrote  the  count  his  brother  ihe  following  Note; 

“ After  tlie  hsron  had  signed  bis  letter  to  you> 
he  ordered  me  to  tell  you  in  bis  name,  that  it 
is  abs>]lutely  necessary  nur  friends  should  d«* 
termine  speedily,  and  cause  the  money  to  b* 
remitted,  and  paid  to  us,  without  miy  deluy  S 
for  otherwise  we  cannot  have  the  men  of  wu 
from  this  country  time  enough.'’ 

Upon  the  receipt  of  baron  Gortz's  Letter  ^ 
the  8lh  of  January,  with  the  king  of  Sweden  8 
full  power,  count  Gylleiiburg  wrote  an  Answ« 
to  toe  baron  at  Pans,  dated  at  Luudou,  Jbo-  > 
.l?.irr,iwhpire»„he.„bgS6  ilqave  to  kBO»*f 
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« Whether  hie  exeeUency  would  huTB  hhn,  for 
the  future,  add  the  title  of  plenipotimtiiry  to 
the  direction  uf  lire  lelten.  As  to  our  a/fair 
(continues  lie)  ( went  immediately  to  the  bouse 
of  one  oftlie  principal  of  niy  friers,  and  with* 
one  taking  notice  of  any  coldness  of  the  gentle- 
men in  France,  I told  liim,  in  order  to  engage 
him  to  speali,  chat  I had  just  receired  yonr  ex- 
cellency s orders  to  give  such  an  acquittance, 
as  bad  b«in  demanded  of  me.  He  seemed 
reiy  well  pleased,  and  told  me  ia  answer  that 
hr,  who  had  tlie  direction  of  the  whole  affair, 
beii^  gone  again  into  the  country,  and  being 
not  to  return  before  Saturday  next,  nothing 
could  be  done  till  Monday;  but  that  then  be 
questioned  not  but  I should  be  satisfied.  We 
^all  see  what  that  eentleman  will  say  at  liit 
return ; and  unless  ue  gentlemen  in  France 
hare  made  my  friends  here  alter  their  opinions, 
(which  I do  not  yet  find  they  have)  I nope  all 
will  go  as  we  would  have  it ; and  in  case  that  i 
should  not  happen  so,  I am  very  much  of  your 
•xpelleiicy's  opinion,  that  wO  shall  leave  all 
those  gentlemen  to  their  ill  destiny,  and  go 
another  nay  to  wurk.— My  Whiz  mend  was 
charmed  with  your  excellency's  letter,  wbteh  ^ 
he  read  over  end  orer.  Many  others  of  the  ' 
tome  party  begin  to  diange  their  language  iii 
onr  favour.  I send  my  brother  a little  piece, 
which  is  just  published  af  m cboige,  end  writ 
in  a pretty  moderate  stile.  There  is  something  i 
in  it  of  my  own.  What  is  said  in  the  post-  ' 
script,  in  praise  of  the  prince,  is  in  order  to  gain 
the  prince’s'  party,  which  is  already  well  in- ' 
dined  towards  us.— If  your  excellency  thinks  it 
proper  to  order  me  to  Holland,  I should  be  of 
opinion,  that  yon  should  send  the  like  orders  to 
tnonsieur  Feuenm,  on  pretence,  that  you  would 
receive  iiifonnation  from  us  both  together, 
concerning  the  postnre  of  aSuirs  here  with  re- 
gard to  our  conunon  interests.  That  would 
not  pve  'any  umbrage,  and  uee  might  easily 
find  out  ways  of  amusing  M.  Petkum.” 

Before  this  letter  reached  barun  Oortz,  he  ^ 
writ  another  to  count  Oyllenburg,  dated  at 
Fans,  January  16, 1717,  iJ.S.  as  follows  t “I  i 
havejnst  now  received  here,  your  letters  of  the  ] 
Sd,  4(h,  and  7th.  You- may  depend  upon  | 
it,  -Sir,  and  assure  your  friends,  tfiat  the  expedi-  I 
lion  to  Eoglnad  does  at  present  take  up  all  onr  I 
thoughts  and  attention.  It  will  depend  but ' 
upon  two  things;  one  is,  the  procuring  four  I 
or  fire  Ships  of  war;  nnd  the  other  is  money.  I 
I know  where  to  get  the  former,  but  I can  do  I 
nothing  without  Hto  other.  I cannot  sign  the  I 
cnotracis  that  are  offered  me.  Yonr  friends  I 
^ust  take  care  to  remove  that  obstacle,  and  to  ' 
provide  for  the  other  squadron.  Theie  is  not  I 
a moment  to  lose:  The  time  is  very  short-:  j 
vur  friends  on  this  side  have  assured  me,  that  I 
the  money  should  be  ready  forthwith.  By 
Jonr  letters  1 am  to  believe, 'there  are  80,000^. ' 
'^y.  I herewith  send  you  the  acquittance, ' 
*h'ch  I have  given  here,  that  yon  may  drew 
yours  conformaWv,  to  it.  which  von  will  ex- 
ohange  «Jli' siStf' 

VouVIL 
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you,  after  you  hare  let  me  know  the  names  of 
the  creditors,  and  that  you  have  received  die 
money.  We  are  hm  agreed  upon  the  plan  of 
our  enterprize ; end  I am  promised  a man  to 
be  sent  to  Uollaiid,  wlio  will  bring  me  what 
farther  informations  may  be  wanting.  Yfiu  may 
likewise  assure  your  friends,  dint  our  prince 
will  certainly  be  of  the  party;  bar  1 conjurff 
you  to  give  nothing  in  writing  about  thianego- 
ciation,  except  what  relates  to  tlie  ncquittancea 
upon  die  foot  abovementioned.— 1 do  not  ex* 
peetto  hear  from  you  any  more  here,  but  in 
Holland  ; and,  if  your  man  should  have  been 

fat  thither  in  my  absence,  he  would  have  fouiiik 
tarabke  fully  instructed.— I herewith  send  yott 
back  the  contracts  signed,  according  to  youc 
desire.  The  positive  promise  uf  letting  them 
imve  iron,  puts  me  under  some  difficulty,  be- 
cause I hod  no  thoughts  of  preparing  for  so 

Ereat  a quantity.  As  to  your  money,  you  may 
eep  an  account  of  what  you  shall  receive, 
^000  crowns.  1 have  not  yet  propped  to  the 
king  that  uigmencation;  but  1 urn  in  hopes  of 
obtaining  it  for  yon.— In  the  mean  time,  em- 
ploy all  your  skill,  in  order  to  give  the  court  all 
tbe  trouble  that  is  possible,  in  the  next  session, 
in  rclattoQ  to  their  conduct  in  the  affairs  of  tho 
North;  and  tell  me  from  wlieuee  proceeds 
tbe  good  di^stion  whorein  Walpole  seems 
to  be." 

The  form  of  the  Acquittanre  tqentioned  and 
inclosed  in  this  Letter  of  bareu  Gortx  to  count 
Gyllonburg,  is  as  follows : ‘ I,  tlie  underwritten 
* plesmoteatiary  of  his  majesty  the  king  of 
' Sweaen,  acknowledge  to  have  received  of 
‘ for  the  service  of  his  Swedish  ma- 

' jesty,  the  sum  of  which  tbesaid 
‘has found  means  of  lending  to  his  said  ma- 
wbichsumof  Ipromise,  on  tha 
‘ partoffaislnajesty,  in  virtue  or  tbe  full  power, 
‘ which  I have  from  liia  said  majesty,  and  which 
‘ I have  produced  in  due  form,  to  cause  to  be 
‘ repaid  to  the  said  or  his  order,  in 

* the  space  of  two  yean,  to  conmience  from 
‘the  date  of  this  acquittance;  so  that  every 
< four  months  tlierd  shall  be  paid  a sixth  part 
* of  the  ptiucipal,  together  wlui  interest  at  the 
' rate  of  one  half  per  cent,  by  the.  month,  and 
‘ so  on,  to  the  full  payment  of  (he  total  sum. 
‘In  virtue  qnd  token  whereof  I hare  signed 
‘ these  presents,  the  lltb  of  Jan.  1717. 

‘ The  baron  de  Goats.* 
The  next  Letter  is  from  enum  Oyltenburg  to 
baton  Gorta,  dated  at  Loiidoc,  Jairaary  18, 
1717,  N.  S.  ns  follows: 

“ My  friend,  that  directs  tbe  whole  affair, 
come  back  from  the  country  laitSaturdaynighr, 
Bi  I had  tliebonnur  toaequiintyourexeclienoy 
that  he  would,  in  ray  Inst.  He  hath  thn  day 
let  me  know,  that  upon  a letter,  wbicb  he  re- 
ceived from  rny  lord  Mnr,  to  remit  forthwith 
80,000f.  into  France,  to  the  queen  dowoger  of 
Encland,  wbu  was-io  pay  it  to  ui,  be  ac- 
tually remitted  that  money,  which  he  hoped 
wM,  already,  paid  to  ,your  excell, eocy.  He 

Ay  ^i’^inlh'il'itdmttuDicai^ 
12  £ 
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pii  to  me  eooner,  h&Ting  bmn  obli^  to  go 
into  tile  coDiury  the  inomeDt  tlie  sfeira  wm 
di»}iFi(cbed.  He  added,  ibat  lie  bad  desired : 
further  orders  From  my  lord  Mar,  wkh  res|>ece 
to  the  ulace,  where  the  re«t  ofthi  money  ibould  i 
bepaiik  I doubt  not  but  that  baron  Spnrre  has  I 
already  liad  advice  of  all  this,  and  ihat  he  has 
acquamied  your  excellency  with  it;  which, 
bowever,  I beg  you  would  forthwith  let  me 
Itnow,  tbatl  may  quiet  the  minda  of  my  friends 
ber^  who  imagine,  that  the  sakl  baron  doth  not 
act  in  concert  with  your  excellency  in  an  alfair, 
wherein  the  least  miaunderstanding  might  do 
a great  deal  of  mischief.  1 have  told  them, 
that  your  excellency  designed,  that  I should 
come  to  you  in  Holland,  to  concert  every  thiog 
with  you;  with  which  they  were  very  well 
satisfied.  But  I have  told  them,  that  I will 
not  go  (hither  with  empty  bands,  and  that  they 
ought  at  least  to  get  10,0001.  ready  for  me  Ur 
carry  with  me,  1 have  also  desired  them  to 
get  me  a letter  from  the  brother  of  the  ezar's 
physician,  which  might  serve  to  introduce  me 
to  him,  if  your  excellency  thinhi  fit  to  employ 
me  to  speak  to  him.  1 cannot  express  to  your 
excellency  my  concern,  that  the  afihir  above- 
mentioned  should  have  tahen  a corn,  which  I 
did  not  expect ; and  which,  for  ought  I know, 
may  not  be  pleasing  to  yonr  excellency.  Even 
my  friends  are  dissatisfied  at  it,  every  thing 
beiag  done  unknown  to  them.  But,  as  they 
ore  obliged  to  have  great  regard  for  the  di- 
rector of  the  affair,  who  is  a person  of  very  great 
consequence,  they  must  seem  to  be  satisfied. 
If  your  excellency,  after  this,  thinks  it  neccs- . 
saiy  for  me  to  come  to  Holland,  I bK  your 
orders  therein  as  soon  as  possible,  that  1 may  , 
take  my  measures.— After  I bad  written  these 
lines,  I received  the  favour  of  your  excellency's 
of  the  13th,  from  wiience  1 perceive,  with  a i 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  that  our  affair  is  begun. 

I read  it  to  one  of  my  frieode,  who  told  me, 
tliat  that  was  the  sum,  of  which'  he  bad  spoken 
to  me  some  days  ago,  and  which  1 mentioned 
in  one  of  my  former:  that  he  tlieii  believed  it 
to  be  8,000<.  but  that  it  was  but  d,300l.  which 
exactly  answers  that  which  has  been  paid  to 
your  excellency,  and  which  makes  part  <>f  (he 
S0,00nl.  that  has  been  remitted.  He  has  pro- 
ffibcd  me  to  hasten  the  rest,  but  I should  think, 
that  it  would  be  necessary  that  our  friends  in 
France,  from  whom  they  expect  the  orders, 
should  pray  them  to  dispatch  it  with  all  Im^te. 
He  has  given  me  hopes,  that  I shall  liatis  a 
good  sum  with  iue,  when  1 go  to  Holland." 

The  next  Letter  is  of  count  Gyllenburg,  to 
baron  Gortz,  dated  at  Londun,  January  !i3, 
1717,  iu  which  he  writes  thus;— “The  day 
before  yesterday,  I received  the  favour  of  your 
excelleocy's  of  ibe  16tb.  The  inclosed  inpli- 
cate  of  that  which  I had  the  honour  to  write 
your  excellency  by  (be  last  post,  will  shew  you 
the  iraio,  that  our  affairs  are  >u.  In  the 
mean  time  I have  told  our  friends,  (hat  your 
excellency  thought  my  voyage  to  Holland  abso- 
lutely oecessi'iy,  iU'btdef'Ri  coucert  with  khd 


the  necessary  measures  for  fhe  enterprizc ; het, 
chat  yrour  excellency  would  by  no  means  have 
me  stir  from  thence,  without  carrying  with  me 
what  money  should  be  necessary.  Tliat  it  there- 
fore lay  upon  them  now  to  make  the  best  use 
of  the  time,  which  was  so  precious  to  us,  ami 
to  put  me  ID  a condition  of  going  with  die  first 
opportunity. — They  promised  me  to  do  their 
b«{,  thatmy  voyage  m^ht not  be  deferred  longer 
than  the  end  of  the  next  week.  In  case  1 can 
by  (bat  means  bring  them  to  hasten  tbeir  dis- 
borsemenc,  it  will  afterwards  depend  upon  your 
excellency’s  pleasure,  whether  1 shall  go  to  pay 
my  respects  to  you  or  not.— Your  excellency 
may  be  assured,  that  I do  all  in  my  power  to 
traverse  the  ill  designs  of  our  enemies.  The 
printed  piece  inclosed,  wherein  I have  spoken 
entirely  as  an  Englishman,  is  a small  specimen 
uf  what  is  to  follow.  I do  oot  know  whether 
Mr.  Walpole’s  expressions  were  the  effect  of 
Ills  first  rage,  oo  account  of  his  brother-in-law, 
my  lordTownshend’sbeingremoved,  orwbetlier 
they  come  from  hie  heart.  Weshidl  be  better 
able  tu  Judge  of  those  gentlemen  after  the 
king's  arrival,  when  it  shail  appear,  if  they 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied ; for  it  is  from 
thence,  that  they  will  form  tlieir  scheme  of 
polities.— It  is  strongly  reported  here,  that 
your  excellency  Ins  made  a declaration,  that 
the  king,  having  waved  all  preliminary  de- 
mands, bns  accepted  the  emperor’s  mediation, 
and  agreed  to  send  lus  plenipoieoiisries  ta 
Brunswick,  1 most  humbly  beg  your  excellepcy 
will  let  me  know  wbat  truth  there  is  io  it." 

The  nest  Letter  is  from  baron  Gortz  to 
count  ^tlenburg,  dated  at  Paris,  January  S7, 
1717,  N\  8.  wherein  be  says:  “ Yours  ef  the 
18th,  with  the  duplicate,  is  come  safe  to  my 
iiaods.  Your  friends  ate  in  the  wrong,  to 
imagine,  tbut  M.  Sparre  and  1 do  not  act  in 
concert  in  this  affair.  He  has  communi- 
cated every  thing  to  me  with  the  greatest 
exactness,  and  not  being  aulliorked  himself  to 
enter  upou  this  affair,  unr  tu  receive  (be 
money,  he  has  left  all  to  my  disposal.  I 
have  even  put  into  bis  hands  acquittances, 
where  the  sum  is  left  in  blanks,  that  he  tniy 
make  use  of  them  in  my  absence,  as  soon  as  ^ 

the  nioucy  is  come.  Tlie  friends,  which  are  in  i 

France,  sliall  be  writ  to,  to  press  those  in  | 
EngiaiiJ,  to  furoish,  as  soon  as  possible,  tbs 
million  of  Dutch  guilders,  nliicli  we  have 
agreed  on;  and  1 must  needs  tell  you,  that!  ^ 
cannot  take  (be  least  step  in  relation  to  tlis 
ships,  which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  us  for  | 
cariying  on  this  enterprise,  before  I am  io  i 
possession  of  that  whole  sum ; fur,  if  I should  I 
begin,  and  the  money  afterwards  not  cume  io  I 
the  sum  employed  upon  this  occssiun  would  be  > 
lust ; not  to  speak  of  the  disgrace  it  would  be  I 
lor  me,  (oliave  enteted  upon  an  alSiir  wilhont  s 
liciug  able  to  go  through  with  it,— As  for  your  | 
voyage  into  Holland,  (hat  likewise  depends  on  , 
the  payment  of  this  money.  When  you  have 
secured  tliat  poiat, you  will  rlo  me  apleasura 
la  4bm!ng^i«r  at,  'fhtitiii1ic'd‘'wiilt  all  Ike 
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informations  tending  to  the  eiecDtinn  of  oor 
design,  which  tnsj  still  fte  waotiog.  I will 
write  next  post  to  Pedtum,  to  come  along 
witli  yon.” 


\1Vl.—Addrtt)e»tifhotkH»aet.  [49§ 
the  discoveries  concemiog  the  intended  Iova> 
tion;  and  cnnnot  but  re^ird  with  the  nttnott 
horror  and  indignation,  the  malice  and  io> 
gratitude  of  those  who  have  encooraged  such 
an  attempt  against  their  king  and  country. 

“ We  are  sorry  to  find  that  yoor  majesty's 


The  Lords’  Address  of  Tkanlcs.l  Afier  the 
King's  Sjvecch  had  been  read  in  the  House  of 
I/irds,  the  duke  of  Newcastle  moved  for  ao 
Address  of  Tiisoks,  which  was  agreed  to  nem. 
eoa.  Next  day,  liis  grace  ropuried  the  said 
Address,  wfaiu6  occasioned  a debate : lord 

Coniogsby  linviiig  enforced  what  was  suggested 
therein,  viz.  That  the  lare  peace  was  ueacber- 
ODS  and  dishonourable ; the  hishop  uf  Londuo 
thought  it  iiicumbeot  upon  him  tn  deiend  it, 
and  said,  “ Tfiat  be  drew  up  iiimself  (he  in- 
struments of  that  Treaty ; and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  as  good  a peace  as  iiad  been 
coocluded  foe  these  forty  years  past."  Here- 
opon  lord  Coniugsby  replied,  “ That  lie  did 
not  intend  any  personal  refleccioo,  but  that  tlie 
venerable  prelate  who  spnke  last,  miyht  re- 
member, that  about  two  years  ogn,  wlieii  the 
soinisters,  who  made  tlie  fate  peace,  were  im- 

E cached,  his  lordship  dectar^  chat  he  was 
spt  in  the  dark,  aud  scarce  knew  any  thing 
of  what  was  doing  at  Utrecht.” 

Feb.  99.  The  Lords  waited  upnn  the  king 
with  their  Address ; which  wus  as  follows  : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  anil  loyal 
sublecii,  the  Lurds  spiritual  an.l  temporal  in 
parliament  nssemhled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your  majesty  oiir  most  humble  and  hearty 
thanks  for  your  majesty's  most  gr.iciuus  Speech 
from  the  llirone ; anil  to  congratulate  your 
majesty  on  your  safe  and  happy  return  to  tliese 
your  duminimix;  and  on  the  prudent  udini- 
niitration  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  of 
Wales,  under  your  innjesiy,  nnd  the  great  cure 
be  took  of  the  peace  and  security  of  the  king- 
dom, during  your  majesty’s  absence. 

” We  nre  sensible  that  tlie  gross  defects  anil 
pernicious  consequences  uf  t^  bte  Treaty  of  , 
Utrecht  could  nut  have  been  remedieit  but  by 
your  majesty's  unwcurieii  ap'plicatinll  for  the 
good  of  your  subjects ; and  by  tliac  just  re- 
gard which  is  paid  by  foreign  potentates  to 
your  known  wisdom  and  integrity.  It  is  with 
unspeakable  latisfactiuD  chat  we  see  your 
majesty's  endeavuurs  snccessfiil  in  such  cun- 
veoiioiiB,  ns  have  already  given  new  life  to  our 
trade  and  credit;  aud  particulvly,  io  the  I 
treaty  lately  conclude  ! with  France  and  the 
States  General.  As  your  majesty  has,  by  this 
Trraty,  recovered  i»  us,  in  so  great  a measure, 
those  advantages  which  might  have  been  ex- 
patted  from  a glorious  nnd  successful  wur.  and 
Were  given  up  by  a treacherous  unddishiiuour- 
able  peace;  we  Imsk  leave  to  congratulate  your 
msjeaty  upun  an  aDiauce  which  opens  to  us  so 
fair  a prospect  of  an  undisturbed  succession,  an 
equal  balance  uf  power,  and  a ftourisbing 
commerce. 

“ We  return  your  miyesCy  our  most  hum&te 
“tanks,  for  your  majesty’s  gracious  eondescan- 
♦“Oi  in  havtog''1»i(i  'Wefi«Sl'';^Hi!r'  pSliwfleSt" 


lenity  has  been  inefTeccnal  towards  the  reclaim- 
ing a faction,  who  have  rendered  themselves 
SO  obnoxious  loyour  jnstire:  and  we  do  assure 
your  majesty,  that  we  Will,  tntbe  utmost  of  our 
power,  sapport  your  majesty  gainst  the  de- 
signed Invasion,  and  all  your  enemies,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  in  such  a manuer,  that,  by 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  neither  the 
rashness  of  theonennrt^e  wic^nessof  the 
other,  shall  be  ever  able  to  prevail.” 

Tie  King's  Aniajer.]  TheEing^s  .Answer  was 
as  follows : 

“ My  Lords; 

“ 1 tbauk  you  for  this  Address,  which  is  so 
full  of  expressions  of  duty  to  roe,  and  zeal  for 
your  country ; and  I make  no  doubt  but  chat 
with  your  support  and  assistance,  under  God, 
we'shall  get  the  better  of  oil  our  enemies,  both 
at  home  and  abroad.” 

The  Comaons'  Address  Thanla^  After 
the  Papers  (elating  to  an  Invasioo  iruin  Sweden 
was  read  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Thomas  Onslow  moved  for  an  Address  of 
Thanks  to  bis  majesty.  He  wis  seconded  by 
sir  J'lhn  Brownlow,  wins  said,  That  we  had  no 
need  of  the  king  of  Sweden  to  maintain  the 
Enulish  liberties  and  support  the  churcb  of 
Englund.  This,  in  count  Gyilenhora’s  and 
baron  Gnrcz’s  letters,  was  hinted  to  he  the 
prerroce  of  the  intended  Invasion.  I^r.  Hun* 
gerfurd  took  this  occasion  to  say,  That  he  was 
soirv  to  find  ciiHC  a member,  he  had  in  his  eye, 
(meaning  Mr.  Robert  Walpole),  was  mentioned 
io  cIhisc  letters ; hut  that  he  hi^  the  honour  to 
defend  him  fonnerly,  and  would  be  ready  to  do 
the  like  fur  the  future. 

February  31.  Mr.  Thomas  Onslow  reported 
the  Address  to  his  majesty,  which  was  .*ead 
and  agreed  to  by  tlie  House ; after  which,  they 
ordered,  new.  eon.  That  a bill  should  h« 
broughi  iu  to  auiborne  bis  majesty  to  prohibit 
conmierce  with  Sweden,  during  such  time  aa 
his  majesty  should  think  it  necessary  for  the 
i.-tfeiy  and  pence  of  ibis  kingdom.  A member 
having  moved  for  declaring  War  against  Swe- 
den, general  Stanhope  said,  That  it  was  chno 
enough  to  do  that,  if  the  king  of  Sweden  re- 
fused CO  disown  the  practices  of  his  ministers. 

February  99.  The  House  presented  the  fol- 
lowing Address  Co  the  king  i 

“ Most  Gracioas  Sovereign ; 

“ Your  majesty's  dotifiil  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  ComraoiiE  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament 
assembled,  return  ynur  majesty  tlteir  humblest 
th.mks  for  your  most  gracious  speech  from  tbe 
throne. 

“ Your  majesty’s  safe  and  happy  return  into 
your  kfogdoms  gave  an  univenm  joy  to  all 
ihtf  piltttllit'  tulaiiiuttn- 
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tion  of  tb«  coveromenc  bj  bis  royal  highness 
the  priuee  Wales,  uoiJer  youc  majesty,  did 
in  some  d^r«  make  the  want  of  your  royal 
presence  more  easy  to  us,  we  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  your  majesty  upon  the  peace  aod 
security  that,  during  your  majesty's  absence, 
ivas,  by  the  great  caye  of  bis  royal  highness, 
preserved  in  tire  kinedoni,  to  the  general  satis- 
faction of  all  your  subjects. 

“ We  cao  never  suficienlly  acknowledge 
the  repeated  instances  of  your  majesty's  good- 
ness, and  uiivrcaried  concern  for  the  welfare 
of  your  kingdom ; we  see  with  admiration 
many  of  the  fatal  defects  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  and  tire  great  disadvantages  that 
were  imposed  upon  this  nation,  at  the  bead 
of  a victorious  army  and  powerful  confederacy, 
happily  remedied  Iry  your  majesty,  even  in  the 
midst  of  intestine  dangers  and  troubles. 
Yuur  cooiiioimate  wisdom  has  renewed  those 
alliances  that  were  basely  betrayed  and  dis- 
solved, and  concluded  such  new  treaties  as 
may  render  the  peace  safe  and  lasting;  and 
vre  are  at  a loss  to  determine,  whether  m 
future  ages  the  suffering  the  demolition  of  the 
port  of  Dunkirk  to  be  scandalously  evaded, 
will  be  a greater  reproach,  or  tbs  procuring  the 
destruction  of  the  sluices  of  Mardyke  a greater 
honour  to  the  British  nation. 

\Ye  cannot  at  the  tame  time,  but  with  the 
highest  resentment  and  indignatiun,  look  upon 
Zlie  obstinate  and  inveterate  rancour  of  (boss 
who  are  again  endeavouring  to  embroil  their 
native  country  in  bldod  aud  coufusiou.  It  is 
astonishing  to  find,  tliat  any,  who  call  them- 
telves  Protestants,  can  be  so  inflexible  and 
restless  in  their  endeavours,  .to  impose  upon  us 
a Popisb  Pretender ; and  ratlier  venture  to 
subject  ibe  kingdom  to  a fuieign  yoke,  tUan 
depart  from  their  darling  and  avowM  design  of 
altering  and  subverQDg  the  present  happy  es- 
tablishment in  the  protestant  succession. 

« VVe  adore  the  watchful  eye  of  heaven,  that 
basso  wonderfully  guarded  and  protected  your 
(acred  person,  and  cannot  too  much  extol  the 
wisdom  uod  vigilance  that  have  been  u-ed  in  so 
early  and  seasonably  discovering  this  desper- 
ate attempt.  Aod  ill  order  most  effectually  to 
defeat  it,  your  faictiful  Commons,  wiib  beans 
sincerely  zealous  in  [be  cause  uf  their  king  and 
country,  assure  your  majesty,  that  they  nill  Co 
the  uimosc  stand  by  and  support  your  majesty 
agouiit  nil  your  enemies  at  home  and  abroad, 
that  shall  in  uny  manner  presume  to  aid  or  abet 
the  Pret'  nder  to  your  crown,  and  will  most, 
cliei-rfully  grant  to  your  majesty  such  Supplies 
as  sbuU  be  found  neceuarv  torihesufety  ofyour 
royal  person,  and  the  dei'ence  of  the  kingdom. 

o weareaU  but  luo  sensible  of  the  uusnp- 
porioble  weight  of  the  Natiooal  liebu,  and 
therelbre  will  not  ucgleci  (o  apply  ourselves 
with  all  possible  diligence  and  ntleutiou,  to  the 
greiiiitud  necessary  work  ut  reducing  and  Ics- 
seiiiMg,  hy  degre-s,  this  beiivy  liurtNcn,  which 
may  piuve  tlwnioSl  effectual  mean-  of  pcc- 
seivuig  iu  the  pablit;  funds  a re4  and  cercaia 
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37«  King’$  Antatr,]  To  this  Address 
bis  majesty  guvethe  following  Answer: 

. “ Gentiemen  : 

“ The  duty  and  zeal  which  you  express,  in 
this  loyal  Address,  to  my  person  aod  govern- 
ment, yuur  affectionate  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare ofyour  country,  your  prumises  of  an  effec- 
coal  support  against  all  our  enemies  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  your  resolution  of  applying 
yourselves  to  ease  my  people,  by  reducing 
gradually  the  heavy  load  of  the  public  debts, 
deserve  my  hearty  thanks.  You  shall  never 
iiave  cause  to  repent  of  the  confldcnce  you  re- 
pose in  me : (be  honour,  welfare,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  nation  being  what  1 have  chiefly  ' 
at  heart." 

Motion  relating  to  the  Land  Force!.']  March 
4.  In  a grand  committee  on  the  Supply,  it  was 
moved  to  take  into  cunsidcraliun  the  estimates 
relating  to  the  land  forces:  upuo  which,sirKob. 
Davers,  Mr  Freeman,  aud  Mr.  Uungerford  en- 
deavoured to  get  tliat  affair  put  off  to  another 
day,  by  moving  that  Mr.  Farrer,  the  chairman, 
should  leave  the  chair.  They  alledged,  ' That 
the  late  Rebelliun  being  happily  suppressed, and 
the  Swedish  Conspiracy  seasonably  discovered, 
tbere  was  reason  to  bupe,  that  the  councies  of 
England  would  soon  be  eased  of  the  grievotu 
burthen  of  quartering  soldiers;  but  if  it  ap- 
peared, that  ue  king  of  Sweden  persisted  in 
his  design  to  invade  Great  Britain,  they 
would  all  readily  give  their  votes  for  keeping 
the  present  forces  on  foot.  Mr.  R.  Walpole, 
general  Stanhope,  Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  W.  I 
Pnltency,  genera!  Lumley,  and  seveial  other 
courtiers,  on  the  cuntcary,  urged  the  neces^cy 
of  taking  speedy  and  vigorous  resolutions  in 
relation  to  ttie  army  ; and  after  a debate  that 
lasted  near  two  hours,  the  question  being  put. 
That  the  chairman  leave  the  chair,  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  a majority  of  839 
voices  agaiust  57. 

Debate  on  Mr.  R.  Walpule't  Motion  fir  6or- 

rowing  600,0001  fir  tbt  public  Service  at  il.ptr  ^ 

cent.]  Marcii6.  Mr.Paiter reported  the  Kesolu- 
lions  taken  the  day  before,  lu  ibe  grand  com- 
mittee on  the  supply;  which  being  agreed  to,  , 

Mr.  R.  Walpole  moved,  aod  it  was  re-  | 
solved,  Item.  con.  “ 1 hat  whosoever  stiall  ad- 
vance or  lend  any  sum,  not  exceeding  GOO,OOUl. 
for  the  service  of  the  public  by  sea  or  land, 
shall  be  repaid  the  same  wilh  intere>i,  ac4f. 
per  cent,  out  uf  the  flrst  Aid  to  be  granted  this 
sessiuu  of  parliament.  “ The  pulling  tliv  inter- 
est uf  this  intended  loan  so  low  as  4<  percent 
gave  reason  Co  surmise,  (hat  chose,  who  had  the 
mamigeuiem  of  his  majesty's  treasury,  designed 
to  put  on  the  same  foot  the  intcresis  uf  all  pub- 
lic Funds  : Whereupon, 

Mr  Lechmere  took  notice,  “ That  sevensl 
schemes  and  proposals  for  reducing  the  Nation- 
al Debts  been  printed  and  dispersed, 

which  gave  the  penonscoucenied  in  the  pub* 
lie  scrurilies  |h«-  greater  ui, easiness  in  chat 
there  uns  r««suii  to  apprehend,  Chat  thvse 
.solfthBe>*‘'^4Js«S  ‘hWaatf  {bC  privity 
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countenance  of  men  ID  great  [ilaces  : That  the  Mr.  Ro6er<  KWpo/e  secondetl  ibis  motion, 
general  alarm  irhich  thisliail  occasioned  among  and  said,  That  there  was  the  greater  necessity 
(be  monied  men,  might  very  sensibly  affect  tor  it,  becvise  be  was  informed,  that  soma 
aablic  credit,  and  be,  at  this  jnnciure,  of  vary  Stock  Jobber,  in  order  to  deter  the  parliament 
dugerous  cousequenca  : To  prerent  which,  from  purauinc  tlie  design  of  reducing  the  public 
he  tJiouglic  it  oecessary,  to  mure.  That  the  Debts,  had  rarmed  a conibiuatiuD  to  distress 
House  vroulil  come  to  a resoluticm,  effecttrally,  thegorernment,  and  ruin  public  credit,  which 
(0  make  good  ail  parliamentary  engagements,  was  the  occasion  timtthe  fate  Vote  forborrow- 
To  this  ing  600,000/.  at  per  cent,  had  out  had  the 

Mr.  Roiert  Walpole  immediately  answered,  desired  effect.  To  thii 
That  his  majesty  having,  with  great  tenderness,  Mr.  Leelimere  answered,  That  as  none  but 
N(»mniended  to  them  from  the  tbroue,  the  the  most  wicked  of  men  could  enteriiito  such  a 
reducing,by  degrees,  tlie  Debts  of  the  Nation ; combination  against-  the  good  of  their  country, 
tad  the  Commons  having  afterwards  in  their  so  the  honourable  member  that  spoke  last, 
Address  to  bis  majesty,  promised  to  apply  would  do  well  to  name  them,  that  the  House 
(lieuiselves,  with  all  possible  diligeniie  and  at-  might  shew  the  utmost  resentment  and  indig- 
(enlion,  to  thatgreat  and  necessary  work,  they  tiOn  against  them.  BuV  that  in  his  opinion, 
oouuttocxcrrthemseives,tomake  good  that  pro-  the  ill  success  of  the  loan  wssratber  mainly  oc- 
mise,  and  appoint  a day  totake  that  important  casioned  by  some  reBections  on  the  monied 
matter  into  consideratinni  And  hedid  not  doubt  men  and  Stock  Jobbers,  and  by  certain  maxims 
bacibeCoinmonswnuldtlienshew^lpossiblere-  lately  advanced,  viz.  That  the  parliament  may 
gard  to  justice  and  public  failb.  He  owned  exert  dieir  authority  to  extricate  themselves, 
there  had  been,  indeed,  several  Schemes  pub-  by  reducing  the  National  Debts;  that  such  mox- 
tisfaed,  relating  to  the  Reduction  of  the  National  ims  could  not  but  alarm  the  persons  concerned 
Debts,  but  that  they  were  made  by  private  per-  in  tbepublicsecurities;  and  cnemore.whentbey 
Mns,  and,  he  diil  assure  the  flmise,  without  the  saw  tbat  a einrhad  been  put  upon  the  motion 
participation  of  any  of  his  mayesty’s  ministers,  mods  tliree  days  before,  “ That  all  parlia- 
snd  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  regarded;  meotary  engagements  should  effectually  be 
huctliat  in  a short  time,  such  proposals  would  made  pod.'’  That  he  still  thought  such  a 
he  laid  before  the  House,  as,  he  hoped,  would  Vote  absolutely  necessary  both  to  remove  peo- 
give  them  satisfaction,  and  meet  with  their  aj>-  pte’s  fears  and  Jealousies,  and  to  vindicate  the 
probation  : therefore  he  moved.  That  Mr.  nonour  and  justice  of  the  nation ; and  that  the 
Lechmere’s  mocinn  might  be  thus  altered,  viz.  same  was  entirely  agreeable  to  his  majesty’s 
" Tbat  this  Iluuse  will  effectually  make  good  sentiments,  who  in  Lis  first  Speech  to  this 
the  deBciencies  of  all  parliamentary  engage-  pariinmeot,  had  been  pleased  to  recommend 
meiits.'’  ITIiis,  after  a short  debnte,  was  carried  to  the  Commons,  in  a pnrticuiar  manner, 
in  the  affirmative,  nrm.  con.  But  mention  being  the  strict  observance  of  all  parliamentary 
made  of  the  great  services  dpue  by  the  Oitnlt  enengements,  than  which  nothing  could  more 
ofEnginnd,  and  those,  who  by  their  money  contributetoihesupport  of  the  credit  of  the  na- 
had  supported  (he  court  interest  and  the  pre-  tion  ; with  which  opinion  of  bis  maiesty  the 
ttnies»blisliineut.  Commons  did  entirely  concur;  and  that  he 

'Mr.  Aulabic  took  notice  of  the  management  could  not  believe,  tbat  any  of  his  majesty’s  mi- 
of  some  Directors  of  the  Bunk,  wiio,  upon  tbe  nisters  could  be  so  regardless  of  his  honoarand 
alluring  prospect  of  gain,  were  as  ready  to  sup-  known  equity,  ur  put  so  hard  a tbiug  upon  htdi 
pert  the  late  ministry.  On  the  other  hand,  a ns  to  niake  hiui  in  tlie  least  contradict  wbat 
courtier  having  defied  any  body  to  charge  any  lie  liad  in  so  solemn  a manner  declared 
breach  of  puulic  fnilb,  or  of  the  laws,  on  (he  from  the  throne.  He  added,  That  the  Com- 
adniioistrntioii,  since  his  majesty’s  happy  ac-  moos  having  already  appointed  a day  to  con- 
cession lb  the  throne,  sidcr  of  tbe  State  of  the  Nation,  with  reln- 

Mr.  ffni»ei^ord  said,  That  this  pat  him  in  (ion  to  tbePublic  Debis.he  wouldnotanticipoia 
■niiiil  of  n Coromition,  when  the  king's  cliam-  that  important  affair  : but  be  could  uot  for- 
pirm  coming  into  Westminster  Hall,  throws  bear  declaring  on  this  occasion  his  private  opi- 
do*n  One  of  his  gloves  to  make  the  Challenge,  nion,  tliatit  would  be  the  greatest  ingratitude, 
hut  tbat  he  never  saw  any  body  so  buhl  as  to  as  well  as  iojuttice,  in  tbe  least  to  wrong  those 
t»ke  it  up.  who  had  supported  the  government  in  ihe  most 

Marchs.  While  the  House  was  in  a Com-  pressing  exigencies  and  peribos  junctures,  and, 
tniiteeoii  the  Supply,  no  all  occasions,  shewn  iheit  zeal  and  affection 

Mr.  LecJtmere  told  them,  That  he  was  for  the  Protestant  succession.  That  he  had 
tarry  be  found  himself  obliged  to  take  notice,  nothiog.to  say,  as  to  such  public  securities  as 
fhauheir  late  vole  fora  loan,  at  4f.  percent  were  redeemable  by  parliament;  but  as  to  An- 
]at<re‘l,  was  like  to  prove  ineffKCual,  there  not  nuilies  granted  for  terms  of  years,  he  would  be 
^mginibree  days  time  above  45,000/.  sub-  positive,  tbat  they  could  not  Le  meddled  with, 
*tnbed  to  the  loon  of  600,000/.  on  the  Land-  without  breaking  in  upon  patlianientary  en- 
•w.  And  therelore  since  the  present  exigency  ^gemenra,  and  vioUtiog  the  public  faith; 
paired  a speedy  Supply,  be  thought  it  oe-  since  those  anouiiies  were  not  to  be  looked 
and  therefore  ntored,  That  a dav  be  upon  as  debts,  but  as  asale  of  annual  rents  for 
*ppomtedtocidsiIc^i(W^'dftfiat'‘inaKeri c'cifftraci  the 
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parlinment  had  proposed  and  made  the  terms 
and  conditions,  nnd  the  reniees  became  pur* 
oJiasersupoD  the  parliamentary  faith  and  secu* 
rit}>.  And  that,  besides  tlie  injustice  of  bieah- 
iog  through  a naiioual  contract,  those  annuities 
could  not  be  touched,  without  occasioniiif  great 
contusion  aod  disputesio  prirnce  families,  by 
reason  that  most  of  the  said  uiiiiaities  had  been 
settledfor  portions, jointares  and  ihclike.'  , 

Mr.  Walpok  in  answer  to  this,  declared,  ' 
That  tliere  never  had  been  a design  to  use  any 
compulsion  with  relation  to  Annuities;  tbat.iu- 
deed,  an  alternative  might  lie  offered  to  the  pro-  : 
prietors  of  them,  but  that  it  should  be  in  their  i 
choice  either  to  accept  or  refuse  it : and  as  for 
such  funds  as  were  redeemable,  that  nothing 
should  be  proposed  that  did  not  entirely  con- 
sist with  justice  and  public  faith. 

Mr.  Aitlubie  took  also  that  occasion  to  ex- 
plain some  expressioas  he  used,  in  the  debate 
of  the  5th  instant,  in  rebtion  to  the  Back  of 
England,  which  liad  been  ennstmed  amiss; 
owning,  that  they  had  supported  the  gorern- 
ment  in  the  moat  difficult  exigencies  ; and 
that  in  bis  opinion,  if  any  thing  ought  to  re-  i 
main  untouched,  it  should  be  tbe  Book. 

After  a debate  of  about  tiro  hours,  it  was 
resolved  to  consider  farther  of  the  Supply, ina 
grand  committee,  on  the  13(h  of  Mnrch. 

March  9.  Tbe  House  agreed  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  coromiltee  on  the  Supply,  so  that 
the  money  already  voted  amounted  to  above 
two  millihns. 

Resolutions  respecting  the  Public  Debts.] 
March  S3.  Mr.  Farrer  reported,  from  the 
committee  uF  die  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  consider  oftbe  State  of  tbe  Nation, 
in  relation  to  the  National  Debt,  the  Besolu- 
tious  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  House  ; which  were  read,  and  agreed  to  as 

1.  " Resolved,  That  all  the  public  funds,  re- 
deemable bylaw,  that  do  not  exceed  live  pounds 
per  cent,  per  annum,  be  redeemed  according 
to  the  respective  provisoes,  or  clauses  of  re- 
rlempiion,  contained  in  tbe  acts  of  parliament 
for  that  purpose ; or  with  consent  of  tbe 
proprietors,  be  converted  into  an  interest 
or  annuicy  not  exceeding  five  pounds  per  cent, 
per  annum,  redeemable  by  parliament. 

9.  “ Timt  his  m^esty  be  enabled  to  borrow 
of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate,  such  sumor  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
requisite  to  redeem  the  said  redeemable  funds  at 
any  rate,  not  exceeding  five  pounds  per  cent, 
per  annum  ; and  to  secure  the  same  upon  the 
funds  so  to  be  redeemed, 

3.  “ That  the  annuity  of  106,501/.  IS*.  Sd. 
per  annum,  payable  to  tbe  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bunk  of  England,  out  of  House- 
Money,  by  virtue  of  several  acts  uf  parliament 
in  that  behalf,  for  the  principal  sum  of 
1,775,027/.  17s.  iO^d.  by  them  advanced,  here- 
deemed ; or,  by  consent  of  the  said  governor  and 
eompany  cocrdrlcttiiito  or  amstiily;' 


not  to  exceed  5L  per  cent,  per  annum,  re- 
deemable by  parliament. 

4,  “ That  so  much  of  the  fund,  commonly 
called  the  aggregate  fund,  settled  by  an  act  of 
parliament  in  tlie  first  year  of  ilie  reign  of  hii 
present  majesty,  as  is  applicable  to  tbe  interest, 
circulation,  exchanging,  or  cancelling,  the  pre- 
sent exchequer  bills,  be  also  redeemed. 

6.  “ Tiuit  hismujesty  be  enabled  to  autho- 
rize the  high  treasurer,  or  the  commissioners  of 
tbe  treasury,  fur  the  time  being,  to  treat  and 
agree  with  any  person  or  persous,  bodies  poli- 
tic or  coqiorate,  for  circulating  such  a number 
of  exchequer-bills,  at  o rate  not  exceeding  four 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  cent,  per  annum,  for 
interest,  exchanging,  and  circulation,  as  may  be 
charged  and  secured  upon  that  part  oftbe  said 
aggregate  fund  so  to  be  redeemed. 

6.  “ That  the  annuities  of  600,000/,  and 
8,000/.  per  annum,  payable  to  tbe  Governor 
and  Company  of  Merchants  of  Great  Britain 
trading  10  the  Soucli-Seas,  be  also  redeemed. 

7.  “ That  tbe  aunuilies  payable  by  an  actof 
parliament,  oftbe  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
William,  to  certain  patentees  therein  named, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  out  of  the  weekly 
sum  ofSiTOO/.  cbaigerl  on  tbe  Excise,  be  also 
redeemed. 

8.  “ Time  tbe  severolterms  of  years  remain- 
ing in  the  duties  appropriated  by  the  [wo  lot- 
tery acts,  made  and  passed  in  tbe  nimb  year  of 
the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  queen  Aiine,  of 
blessed  memory,  and  by  two  lottery  nets  made 
and  passed  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  said  late 
majesty's  reign,  be  made  perpetual. 

9.  “ That  the  said  duties  comprehiended  in 
the  said  four  lottery  acts,  be  made  one  general 
fund  for  the  future. 

10.  “ That  the  proprietors  of  the  orders, 
grounded  on  the  said  lottery  acts,  do,  witlim  a 
limited  time,  make  their  elections,  either  to  ac- 
cept anmiiues  afler  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  ann.  redeemable  by  parliament  out  of 
such  general  fund  ; or  be  paid  so  much  as  re- 
mains due  to  them  on  their  orders  respec- 

if.  “ That,  in  all  cases  where  the  proprie- 
tors shall  choose  to  have  their  principal,  the  live 
per  cent,  per  annum,  saved  thereby,  be  made 
another  fund,  cowards  answering  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  advanced,  towards  discha^ing 
the  said  principal,  by  loans,  or  ocher  securilies, 
as  shall  be  thought  proper. 

12.  “ That  his  majesty  be  enabled  to  sire 
power  for  receiving  voluntary  subscriptions  from 
any  person  or  persons,  iutitled  to  any  of  the  an- 
nuities issuing  out  uf  the  public  funds,  fur  the 
residue  of  the  respective  terms  of  99  years,  96 
years,  09  years,  or  39years,  formerly  purchased 
therein,  not  being  subject  to  redemption,  who 
shall  be  willing  to  accept,  in  lieu  thereof,  pc- 
petual  annuities,  redeemable  by  parliament; 
and  to  allow,  for  the  remaining  tenns  in  the 
said  annuities,  which  were  purchased  for  W 
years,  96  years,  or  89  years,  ut  tlie  election  of 
the  respective  subscribers,  either  so  much  a* 
Ui«3«iii.tMnDamtiHbi>allaitMSiJt  4o^at  19  years 
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poicbaM.  t*  be  raiide  good  hy  neir  aimui- 
oes>  pounds  per  cent,  per  aniiuin, 

redeemable  by  porliameni,  or  17  years  pur- 
chase and  an  half,  to  be  made  good  by  new 
aaDuitiesof  fire  pounds  percent,  per  annum,  to 
be  redeemable  in  like  manner ; and  to  allow, 
for  the  remaining  terms  in  tbe  said  aonuitics, 
wbidi  were  purchased  for  33  years,  at  the  elec- 
tion of  the  respective  subscribers,  either  so 

much  as  tbe  same  annuities  shall  amount  coat 
14t,  Co  be  made  good  by  new  oniiuiiies  of  four 
poundsper  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  by 
Barliament,  or  13  years  purchase  anil  an  bau 
to  be  made  good  by  annuities  of  five  pounds 
per  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  in  like 
meaner ; and  that  Che  said  new  oniiuities  shall 
be  settled  and  secured  accordingly. 

13.  “ TbatnII saving,  that  sbill  arise  upon 
any  ofche  present  funds  by  the  proposed  re- 
demptions, or  redueciuus,  be  reserved,  and  ap- 
pliM,  after  all  deficieucies,  that  may  happen 
upon  any  oftbe  said  funds,  are  made  good, to- 
wards discharging  and  r^ucing  tbe  national 
de^. 

14.  “ That  all  the  said  duties  now  in  being, , 
or  to  be  continued,  shall  imuiediately  coose  and 
determine  nfeer  tbe  sold  National  Debt,  and 
all  interest  due  thereupon,  is  discharged,  and 
paid  oS," 

Debate  on  the  Muling  BiU."]  March  S3. 
Upon  tbe  motion  for  a second  rending  of  a 
Bill  sent  up  from  the  Coimnons,  for  punishing 
Mutiny  and  Desertion,  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
bain  moved  to  put  it  off  till  the  Thursday  fol- 
lon'log;  but  some  Lords  having  observed,  that 
such  a delay  inigliC  be  of  very  dangerona  enn- 
sequence  to  the  govercroent,  because  the  last 
Act  against  Mutiny  determining  the  next  Mon- 
day, many  soldiers  might  take  that  opportunity 
cu  desert  with  itnpumcyj  the  second  reading 
was  put  OS'  only  till  the  next  day.— On  the  S3th 
die  Lords  read  the  said  Bill  a third  time,  vrhea 
the  lord  North  nod  Grey  excepted  ogninst 
• clause,  whereby  commun  soldiers  are  ex- 
empted from  arrests  for  deht,  which  hislonisbip 
ar]^d,  encourages  idleness  and  vice  among 
tredeamen  and  artificers,  and  occasions  fre- 
quent bankruptcies.  Several  other  objec- 
tions were  raised  against  the  bill  by  tbe  duke 
of  Buckingham,  the  earls  of  Abin^on  and 
Anginea,  tiie  lords  Harcourt  ana  Trevor, 
*t|o  were  answered  by  tbe  lord  Cowper,  tbe 
dukes  of  Devonshire  and  Newcastle,  and  the 
earl  of  Sunderland ; and  the  question  being 
pot,  That  the  bill  do  pass,  thesame  was^canied 
to  tile  afiiruiativa  by  33  voices  against  9. 

Proteet  ogaintl  passing  the  laid  JSiff.J  But 
Upon  this  occasion  six  ioids  enterea  chair 
Proiest ! as  follows : 

‘.Dissencienif; 

. 1.  “ Because  no  parlicularreason  or  oeca- 
Iteo  is  so  much  as  suKesied  in  this  Bill,  for 
•eeping  on  foot  a standiug  army,  cansisting  of 
^S|000  men,  in  this  kingduiu,  in  timeof  peace; 
**d  iheiefore  iliis  Act  will  be  e precedent  for 
“eping  ihq  saihd-Sfmy^'-sSf' flinta,' 
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this  kingdom  be  in  peace ; which,  we  think, 
must  inevitably  subvert  the  ancient  constitution 
of  this  realm,  and  subject  tbe  subjects  to  ar- 
bitrary power, 

3.  “ Becapse,  by  this  Bill,  tlie  suldiers  ve 
exempted  from  being  arrested  by  process  of  In w, 
at  the  suit  of  auy  person  for  recovering  ajust 
deb^  or  upon  any  action  wiiatpoever ; which 
is  a great  injustice  to  tlie  subjects,  taking  from 
thaw  tlie  benefit  of  the  law  for  recovering  their 
just  demands,  and  for  obtaining  satisfaction  fur 
any  injury  done  them  by  a soldier,  either  by 
wounding  or  maiming,  or  wrongfully  caking 
away  lus  goods : and,  we  conceive,  this  will 
be  io  far  from  preserving  good  order  and  dis- 
cipline ill  ihe'arniy,  thnt,  on  the  conirorv,  it 
will  be  a great  encouragement  to  the  soldiers, 
to  live  iu  their  quarters  in  nil  manner  of  licen- 
tiousness; and  to  insult  their  fellow  subjects, 
both  in  tbeir  persons  and  estates,  when  they 
know,  that  by  this  law  they  are  disabled  front 
obuiniug  any  effectual  satiifaciion  from  them, 
by  the  course  of  justice,  for  any  such  violence 
or  injury ; and  the  only  reason  offered  to  justify 
this  exemption  from  arrests,  beiog  to  prevent 
Che  taking  soldiers  out  of  his  majesty’s  service 
by  collusivo  arrests,  we  chink  tne  preventing 
such  an  iiunginary  mischief  can  be  no  reason 
to  discharge  the  persons  of  suldiers  from  being 
taken  upon  any  civil  process,  where  the  cause 
of  action  is  real,  which  is  a privilege  only  be- 
lon^ng  to  a peer  of  the  realm. 

3.  “ Because  this  Bill  docJi  cscabl'ish  martial 
law,  extendiag  to  the  life  of  the  offenders,  in 
time  of  peace,  which,  we  conceive,  is  contrary 
CO  the  ancient  laws  of  this  kingdom ; eud  the 
soldiers  are  obliged  (0  obey  the  military  orders 
of  their  superior  officers,  under  tlie  penaity  of 
being  sentenced  by  a courc-mariinl  to  suffer 
deatli  for  their  disuhediencu ; and  that  without 
any  limicaiion  or  restriction,  whether  suck 
orders  ore  agreeable  to  tbe  laws  of  the  realm, 
or  uot;  wlieo,  bv  the  fundamental  laws  there- 
of, the  commamfs  and  orders  of  the  crown  (die 
supreme  authority)  are  bound  aud  restrained 
within  tbe  compass  of  the  law,  and  no  person 
is  obliged  to  obey  auy  such  order  or  command 
if  it  be  illegal ; and  is  punishable  by  law  if  be 
' does,  iiotwithsianding  any  such  order  or  com- 
mand, chough  from  the  king.  (Signed)  Trevor, 
Berkeley  of  Stratton,  Abiogdon,  Bathurst, 
Nortbamptoo,  Dartinoulb.” 

Addreu far  Papers  ronceming  the  Riots  at 
O.^'brd.]  During  the  above  debnte,  a peer 
compinitied  of  the  disorders  committed  by  the 
soldiery  in  several  places,  particularly  at  Ox- 
ford, and  moved,  That  before  they  passed  n 
Bill  in  tbeir  favour,  they  sbonld  inquire  into 
the  Riot,  that  happened  in  chat  city  on  the 
prince  of  Wales's  birth-day.  The  courtiers 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  passing  tba  Bill  be- 
fore them  without  delay ; but  consented  that 
the  Oxford  Biot  should  be  enquired  into; 
whereupon  some  lords  of  (be  other  side  endea- 
voured to  (rare  it  by  proposnz  a general  in- 
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opposed  tj  the  courtiers,  who  idledEed,  That 
they  oiiehtuot  to  arraign  abody  of  men,  anfiinst 
whom  tW«  was  no  legal  complaiut:  and  that 
such  a proceeding  could  not  out  be  disngree- 
able,  and  even  iDjuriniis  tn  the  kins,  who,  by 
prerojiBtire,  has  the  command  of  the  anny  ; 
and  if  any  disorders  nre  committed  by  the  sol- 
diers, the  compinitils  ought  firsc  to  lie  laid  be- 
fore Ills  majesty ; but  that  sirice  it  had  Iteen 
moved  to  enquire  into  tlie  Oxford  Riots,  which 
bad  made  a great  noise  and  harl  been  examined 
in  his  majesty’s  council,  they  oogbt  to  ad- 
dress the  kinic,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
canse  oil  the  Papers  relating  to  that  adair  to  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

This  Address  being  resolved  upon ; persii- 
ant  thereto,  on  the  S9th  of  March,  several 
Papers  relating  to  the  Riots  at  Oxford,  on  liis 
royal  highness’s  bilth  day,  were  laid  before  the 
House. 

Debate  thereon.'^  Aprils.  The  House  being 
in  n grand  Committee,  all  the  Papers  relating 
to  the  said  Riot  were  rend : after  which  there 
ensued  n great  debate ; the  bishop  of  Bristol, 
the  archbishop  of  York,  the  bishop  of  Ruclissler 
and  the  bishop  of  Chester,  eodeavnored  to  jus- 
tify the  University,  alletipng,  “ That  for  40 
years  past  they  ^ad  not  paid  any  regard  to 
the  birth'day  of  any  prince  ofWales,  or  even 
of  tbe  prince  sitting  on  the  throne,  by  public 
rmoiciogs.  That  the  University  had  a method 
of  expressing  their  loyalty,  more  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  their  foanders,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  their  persons,  than  by  illuminations 
and  bonfires.  That  as  for  the  mayor  and  ma- 
gistrates of  the  city  of  Oxford,  they  wereisno- 
ranC  chat  it  wns  the  prince’s  hinb-day.  That 
the  several  Affidavits  and  Informations  upon 
which  the  said  mayor  and  me^straces  grounded 
their  compiainis,  having  been  sent  up  to  court, 
copies  of  (he  same  were  returned  to  the  officers 
of  tbe  raiment,  quartered  at  Oxford,  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  justify  their  proceed- 
ings, wbich  produced  another  set  of  affidavits 
and  depositions  in  behalf  of  tho  said  officers. 
That  the  magistrates  bad  no  opportonity  to 
make  any  replication  in  their  own  defence,  nnd 
therefore  it  was  moved,  thnt  the  Hoitse  would 
come  tn  no  Resolution  opon  the  foot  of  the  two 
sets  of  affidavits,  but  thnt  they  would  adjourn 
the  further  proceedings,  and  appoint  a day, 
when  they  would  hear  the  persons  concern^ 
in  those  infunnations  viva  voee : they  insist- 
ed upon  this  method,  because  nothing  could 
set  thismatter  in  a truer  light  thqn  thecroM-exa- 
mining  and  confronting  the  evidences  on  each 
side  / urging.  That  this  method  wns  the  con- 
stant practice  nf  tbe  courts  below,  nnd  even  of 
all  the  hearings  at  the  bar  of  rheir  lordsliips 
ITnuse,  nnd  that  their  lordships  had  never 
yet  refased  to  admit  ufa  replication,  That 
as  to  the  disrespect  to  the  Prince  Regent 
charged  upon  tlie  University,  for  their  neglect 
ofringinr.  the  bells,  on  his  royal  highness’s  hi  th- 
dav,  ofthes,l8W«n,c9lfos9P->«l,  thft  Univjtfifitj,. 
«nly  three  had  any  3ui  to  nhg  t and  that  it 


appeared  plainly  by  the  AfiMnrits,  taken  befom 
the  mayor  and  mngistrati.^,  that  the  riotous 
proceedings  on  die  coronation  duy,  and  ihf 
hinh  day  of  bis  royal  highness,  wereoccuioned 
by  the  insolence  of  the  soldiers,  eucouraged  by 
several  meml>crs  of  tiw  University,  calling  tbero- 
seives  the  Constitution-Club,  andbyifaeneg. 
lect  nfthe  rommamling  offireraof  thcre^meut, 
in  net  itsuisg  proper  orders  to  suppress  the 
disturbance.'’  'The  duke  of  Buckingiiani,  the  ■ 
earl  of  Abingdon,  the  lortls  Hsreourt,  Trevor, 
and  Noith  nnd  Grey,  spoke  also  in  favuur  of 
the  Uoiversityand  magisiraies  of  Oxford. 

The  Lord  Coning$bj/  bercopon  said,  That 
he  knew  the  usage  of  tbe  Univereity  to  have 
been  otherways  than  iiad  been  represented, 
and  gave  a short  account  of  their  behaviour  in 
the  reivQs  of  king  Charles  S,  and  Japies  9,  and 
distinguished  between  tbeir  past  and  present 
loynlcy.  His  lordship  owned.  That  in  these 
two  reigns  they  had  expressed  tbeir  loyally  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,aud  had  made  such 
great  advaoces  to  countenance  an  uuiimited 
power  io  the  prince,  chstif  Provideocebad  not 
miraculously  iiiternosed,  they  had  as  for  as  in 
them  Jay,  destroyed  the  liberties  of  tbeir  conn- 
try,  which  woula  have  involved  clieUniTeraity  in 
Certain  ruin. 

The  lordCowper,  the  doke  ofKingstOD,  tht 
earl  of  Sunderland,  the  lords  Parker,  Towns- 
bend,  and  Cadogan  observed,  ■'  That  the  dis- 
respect to  the  prince  regent,  charged  upon  tbe 
Univerity  and  city  of  Oxford,  vras  mnniint,  be- 
caose  the  major  of  the  regiment  did,  about  ten 
in  tbe  morning,  go  to  the  mayor,  and  complain- 
ed, That  be  had  sliewn  no  retard  tu  bis  royal 
bigbneas's  birtb  clay,  by  ringing  the  bells ; to 
which  the  mayor  returned  a shuffiinz  answer, 
pretending  he  did  uot  know  it  to  he  Sie  prince 
regent’s  birth-day.  Upon  this  the  major  tuld 
him,  be  would  drawcut  his  refrnnent  to  celebrate 
tbe  said  day  with  proper  rejoicings,  which  be 
didaccordiiigly;  but  that  the  mayor,  mstcad of 
joiniug  the  said  rejoicings,  fiillsd  up  the  public 
street  with  a vast  mob  after  him,  and  some  of 
bis  attendants  insulted  the  soldiers  or  tbeir  ‘ 
march,  and  gave  them  opprobrious  langa^,  | 
crying  out,'  Down  with  ilieRoaiidheads.'  That  I 
they  proceeded  so  for  in  their  insults,  as  to 
throw  dirt  and  stones  at  the  soldiers,  and  even 
attempted  to  dixarm  some  of  them.  That  the 
house  wherein  the  officers  of  the  r^imentand 
some  of  the  cnlicgians  met,  to  celebrate  tbe  fos- 
(ival,  was,  in  an  insolent  manner,  nssaalted, 
nnd  the  windows  broke  by  stones  thrown  from 
the  opposite  house  uf  one  Hunt,  an  ironmonger, 
upon  which  the  soldiers,  to  revenge  the  afiront, 
began  likewise  to  break  windows,  of  which  the  : 

major  wns  no  saoneriQfi]imed,but  be  immediate-  | 
Ivwentoutandbidtbemdeaist,  That  it  was  in-  I 

deed  affirmedins-imeoftheaffidnviuproduced  1 

in  behalf  of  the  University  end  magistrates,  | 
That  a certain  collegian  went  round  iliebonfii»,  , 
and  encouraged  tlie  soldier*  to  break  the  vrin-  . 
dnws  of  the  said  Hurst,  nnd  all  that  were  net 
jllj^iqaipd jjqf  tji^t  ll^^tpfl.qtas contradict*  ' 
Why  tn  less  than  iive  or  six  persons,  who,  upon 
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ofttli,  ilevlared,  That  ib«  uid  collagian  naa 
from  Mveii  till  (eo  tliut  eivning  iu  their  cuin> 
piny,  and  had  not  stirred  froRj  the  iioDse  uU 
that  time.  Ihat  upun  the  mayor's  applying  Co 
the  major  of  the  regimeat,  the  latter  gave  im- 
ijiedi'  le  nrders  fur  paCroles  to  gn  tlirougli  ihu 
city  and  se.id  home  to  (heir  quarters  all  Che  sol- 
diers they  s'.oitld  diid  in  the  streets  i aud  chat 
the  patroies  Ireing  msulted  by  some  of  the 
mayor's  niteudaiits,  iwo  or.  three  soldiets  fired, 
hut  tnth  poodet  ouly,  pursuant  to  the  orders 
giren  them." 

’Rtsulutions  relating  to  the  0:^ord  Riots.]  In 
the  middle  of  this  jlehalc,  the  earl  of  Abingdon 
nffered  a Petition  from  tin  vice-chancellor  and 
the  inuyur  uad  mauistrates  of  the  city  of  Ox- 
ford, and  insistetl,  tlwC  it  should  be  read  ; but 
it  was  urged  on  the  otberside.  That  the  House 
being  io  a Grand  Committee,  the  receiving  any 
petitions  was  irregular.  Hereupouiuvas  moved, 
tint  the  chairman  should'  leave  the  chuir, 
which  being  carried  in  the  negntire  without 
diridiiig  i the  maio  question  was  again  debated 
until  about  six  in  the  evening,  when  the  fol-  , 
lowing  Resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  65  voices 
against  33. 

“1.  That  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  to  whom  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Rio:  at  Oxford  were  referred,  had  tufiicienc 
grounds  to  come  Co  the  Resoiuiiim,  reported  to 
his  royal  highness  the  prince,  viz.  • That  the 

* heads  of  the  Uuivetsity  and  mayor  of  (he 
' city  neglected  to  make  any  public  rejoiciugs 
'on  the  prince’s  binh-day  ; but  some  of 
' Che  collegietes,  with  the  oEBcets,  being  met 
‘ CO  celebrate  the  said  day,  the  house  where 

* they  were,  was  assaulted,  and  tlie  windows 
’'were  broken  by  the  r.abble,  which  was  the  be- 
‘ ginning  and  occasion  ofthe  Riots  that  ensued, 
‘as  well  from  the  soldiers  as  the  scholars  and 
'townsmen,  and  that  the  uondnee  of  the  major 
‘ seems  well  justified  by  the  aSdavits  produced 
‘ on  his  part. 

“ 9,  That  the  priming  and  publishingthe  De- 
‘ positions,  upon  which  the  complaints  reintiug 

* CD  the  Riots  at  Oxford  were  rounded,  while 

* chat  matter  ^as  under  the  examination  of  the 
' lords  of  the  Corumiltee  of  Conncil,  and  bc- 
' fore  they  had  time  to  come  to  any  resulutinn 

* tonebing  the  same,  was  irregular,  disrespectful 
‘ to  his  roysl  highness  the  princej  and  tending 

* to  sedition.’ 

Protfit  thereon.l  The  House  being  resumed, 
these  two  Resiilalions  were  immediately  report- 

and  a moiioii  buing  made  to  agree  with  the 
Committee  hi  the  said  Uesnlutions,  it  was  car- 
tel in  the  affirmative  by  58  voices  ngainstSS. 
Whereupon  the  following  Protest  was  eutcred. 

“ Dissentient, 

“ t.  Because,  by  this  Reiulution,  the  heads 

all  the  Colleges  and  Halle  within  the  Uui- 
Mfsity  of  Oxford  stand  censured,  as  we  ap- 
PWhend,  for  disrespect  aud  want  of  duty  to  liis 
’t’.ralliighness  the  prince,  in  neglecting  lomake 
P^lic  rejoicings  on  bis  birtli-day  ; whereas  it 
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had  ever  been  made  before  that  time,  tvithiii 
the  said  University,  on  the  birtlr-day  of  an  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown,  or  even  of  the  aovercign, 
except  only  uo  the  89th  »if  May,  set  onort  ny 
act  uf  parliauient,  perpetually  to  be  i.bseiveil 
as  a day  nf  public  thanksgiving,  And  lli.  te 
seems  the  less  reason,  in  our  opinion,  for  l iy.i.g 
so  heavy  a charge  011  the  bends  ••I'lVni'p  Iti.f.- 
ed  societies,  inasmuch  as  thny  •r...or..it  I ren 
allowed  any  opportunity  of  being  heiird  .litreio, 
nor  even  knew  themselves  to  be  any  ways  ac- 
cused in  that  pariicular. 

“ 2.  Because  the  proceedings  of  the  major, 
as  we  conceive,  are  aot  to  be  justified  by  law, 
if  the  affidavits  svhich  were  sent  to  make  good 
the  complaint  against  tlie  major  and  solifiers 
be  considered,  as  well  as  those  aflidavits  wiiich' 
were  produced  on  the  major’s  part,  there  being 
several  enormities,  char^^,  as  nellou  the  ma- 
jor, as  on  the  soldiers  under  his  command,,  by 
the  former  affidavits  no  way  answered  by  the 
latter,  or  so  much  os  denied  by  ilic  major  him- 
self in  nny  of  bis  own  affidavits  or  letters. 

“ 3.  Because,  we  conceive,tliemaitcrof.''ici 
relatiug  to  the  breaking  the  windows  of  ilie 
room  wherein  tlie  major  and  others  were,  with 
somestnnes  fram  Hurt's  the  ironniooger’s  house, 
has  not  been  sufficiently  cxauiinen  into,  for 
want  nf  giving  an  upportunity  to  the  com- 
plaiuants  of  replying  to  the  affidavits  relating 
tck  that  matter ; and  suppose  the  truth  of  that 
feet  had  actually  appeared  upon  a full  exami- 
nation, yet  it  cannot  be  pretended  to  be  a legal 
justification  of  the  major,  for  inciting  or  sufier- 
■ng  the  soldiers  under  liis  command,  to  go 
through  the  city  iiisuliing  the  magistrates,  and 
breaking  the  windows  of  many  ciiizeus,  mbe 
are  nut  pretended  to  have  given  cheleastoffience 

“ 4.  Because  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army  may  lake  occasion,  from  this  Resolution, 
to  think  tliemseives  exempt  from  the  civil  power 
in  criminal  cases,  and  be  ioduced  thereby  to 
contemn  and  resist  the  auiliuritv  of  the  civil 
magistrates,  to  which  they  are,  in  such  cases, 
as  liable  ns  any  other  of  his  majesty's  subjects, 

“ 5.  Because  the  civil  officers  and  magis- 
trates may  probaUy  he  discouraged,  by  thit 
Resolution.  Ifom  doing  their  duty  on  such  oc- 
casions, and  his  majesty's  subjects  be  deterred 
from  making  their  just  complaints,  in  an  hum- 
ble and  diuiful  manner,  of  any  oppressions 
which  lliey  bare  sufleted,  or  may  suQcr,  from 
aay  officers  or  soldiers  in  the  armv.  (Signed.) 
VV.  F.lior’,  Fr.  Rolfen',  Geo.  Bristol,  Bruce,  P. 
Hereford,  Buckingham,  Say  and  Sele,  Boyle, 
Joh,  London,  North  and  Grey,  Northampton, 
Litchfield,  Guilford,  Mnrcouri,Biistol,  Berkeley 
of  Strat.,  Weston,  Trevor,  Wiiloug.  do  Broke, 
Fran.  Cesiricns’,  Compton,  Ashbumhatn. 
Foley,  Dartmouth,  Muiitjoy,  Abingdon,  Man- 
sell.'' 

Motion  relating  to  the  BisAopof*  JIfunxter’x 
and  tA«  Duke  of  Saxe-Gaihu's  'D'oryt-]  March 
36.  The  Commons  rewlved  to  address  his 
iHiiesHl'-'TaiiHl'  the 

idf' 
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bisliap  of  Munster  and  the  duke  of  Saxe- 
Ootha,  for  putting  sU  bactulioiiaol' their  troops 
into  liismajestjr's  service,  might  be  laid  before 
the  House.  According  to  'vliicb  Address,  ge> 
oerul  Stanhope,  tivo  dnjs  after,  presented  to 
the  House  the  said  Treaties,  with  translations 
of  the  same.  It  was  generally  supposed,  that 
these  Treaties  were  called  for  with  n design  Co 
hiid  fault  with  cliecu,  aud  to  bring  a censure 
npoD  some  German  ministers,  who  hud  been 
Employed  iu  Ciiosc  iransaccions : but  a motion 
being  made  the  nest  day,  and  the  question  put. 
Time  an  Address  be  presented  to  bis  mnjescy, 
that  be  will  be  plcued  to  give  directiuos,  that 
the  lascruccicins  given  to  his  intyesty's  mi- 
nisters, who  transacted  the  Treaties  for  taking 
four  Wcalions  of  the  bishop  of  Munster’s 
troops,  nnd  two  battalious  of  the  duke  of  Saxe- 
Cotha's  troops  into  his  majesty's  pay,  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  such  ns,  during  ilie  liue  rebel- 
iloo,  should  be  clrswa  from  the  garrisons  of  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  to 
assist  his  majesty,  may  be  laid  before  this 
House,  it  passed  in  tlie  negative  by  103  votes 
against  38. 

The  King')  Mestage  for  o Supplu  agaijut 
Sniedni.]  April  3.  Mr.  Secretary  Stanliope 
delivered  to  the  House,  the  following  Message 
from  the  Kins : 

«G.  R, 

“His  majesty  being  desirnns,  above  s.*J 
things,  not  only  to  secure  his  kingdoms  against 
the  present  danger,  with  which  they  are 
threatened  from  Sweden,  but  likewise  to  pre- 
vent, as  fiir  as  is  possible, the  like  apprehensions 
for  the  future,  thinks  it  necessary  that  such 
measures  thnulci  be  early  concerted  niili  otlier 
princes  and  states,  as  may  conduce  most  cffec- 
tuolly  to  this  end.  And  as  this  may  require 
some  expellee,  his  majesty  hopes  that  his  Com- 
mons will,  by  their  assistance  at  this  juncture, 
enable  hbn  to  make  good  such  engagements, 
as  may  ease  his  people  of  nil  future  charge  ami 
apprehensions  upon  this  account.” 

The  consideration  of  this  .Message  was  put 
oS  Co  the  next  day. 

Debate  on  the  Supplg."]  April  4.  Mr.  Se- 
cretary StanAope  moved,  That  a Supply  be 
granted  to  enable  his  majesty  to  concert  such 
measures  with  foreign  princes  and  stales,  as 
may  prevent  any  charge  or  apprehensions  from 
ibe  designs  of  Sweden  for  tlie  future.  Up 
urged  the  udvantage  nnd  security  that  would 
redound  to  the  natirm,  by  enaiiling  his  majesty 
to  reduce  the  king  of  Sweden  ; aud  what  con- 
Udence  they  ought  to  repose  in  the  king’s  bo- 
oour,  wisdom,. and  cecuiiomY  in  ibemunage- 
meat  of  what  money  should  lie  thought  iieces- 
aary  for  that  service.  Hereupon 

Air.  Skippen  said.  That  it  was  a great  mis- 
fortmie,  that  so  wise  and  so  excellent  a prince 
ns  liis  majesty,  was  us  little  acquainted  with 
ll}g  usage  nnd  forms  of  parlian>euutry  proceeit- 
■1^  as  witli  the  lansuage  of  our  country : 
that  if  he  bad  known  either,  he  would  not  Imve 
sent  such  d 
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anparliunienuiry  and  unprecedented ; and 
therefore  ic  was  his  opinion,  that  it  was  penned 
by  some  foreign  minuter,  and  then  translated 
into  English : timt  simie  king's  nccessien  to 
the  throne,  there  had  been  many  refleciioni 
cast,  io  that  House,  upon  the  late  ministry,  as 
if  they  had  betrayed  the  interest  of  their 
coaotry  : that,  on  tlie  contrary,  they  had  often 
been  told,  that  bis  majesty  bod  retrieved  the 
honour  and  reputation  of  the  nation ; the  ei^ 
tiicts  of  which  bad  already  appeared  in  the 
flourishing  condition  of  our  trade  t that  after 
all  this,  he  could  not  but  he  very  much  sur- 
prised to  And  a motion  made  for  a Supply  of 
money,  to  eoable  his  majesty  to  enter  into 
new  measures,  to  secure  his  kingdom  against 
any  future  appreliensions  from  the  Swedes: 
that  the  necessity  that  was  urged  for  this, 
seemed  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  accounts  of 
those  glorious  advantages  bis  majesty  hnd  ob- 
tained for  us ; and  he  could  Dot  liclp  being  of 
opinion,  tliat  if  the  new  alliances  and  measures 
to  be  concerted,  were  sucli  ns  to  l>e  obtained 
purely  by  the  force  of  nur  money,  that  ever  the 
happiness  or  the  security  of  the  nation  could 
be  the  consequence  of  such  counsels;  for, 
whenever  foreigners  come  to  taste  the  sweec- 
□ess  of  English  money,  we  might  depend  npoa 
it,  dial  their  adherence  to  our  interest  would' 
last  1)0  lunger  tliaa  we  contbued  to  supply 
ihcir  necessities. 

Mr.  llangcrfard,  who  seconded  Jlr.  Ship- 
pea,  said.  That  for  bis  pnrt,  be  could  nnt  un- 
derstand what  iiccaaton  there  was  for  new  al- 
liances, much  less  that  they  should  be  pur- 
chased with  money : that  it  must  needs  be 
very  surprising  to  the  whole  world,  that  a na- 
tioB,  liot  long  ago  the  terror  of  France  and 
Spain,  should  bow  seem  to  fear  so  inconsidera- 
ble nn  enemy  as  the  king  of  Sweden ; especi- 
ally whin  we  had  so  good  a fleet  at  sen,  and 
so  great  no  army  on  land. — Some  other 
speeches  were  made  on  the  same  tide,  which 
gave 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  occasion  to  say. 
That  lie  was  sorry  to  liud  gentlemen  grow  so 
wnnn  upon  a subject  of  ibis  nature : tImt  the 
king  was  a prince  of  that  integrity  and  honour, 
and  bad  already  given  such  convincing  proofs 
of  liis  lender  care  for  the  true  bterest  of  the 
nation,  that  they  might  entirely,  depend  opoo 
Ids  wisdom  in  this  matter;  nnd  therefore  he 
WHS  of  opinion,  that  none  would  refuse  com- 
pliance wiili  this  Message,  but  such  ns  either 
were  not  ilie  Ling's  friends,  or  who  distrusted 
the  honesty  of  Ids  ministers. 

'l  ids  gave  oSeoce  to  several  members;  and 

Mr.  XcufiivN  replied  thereupon.  That  he  wus 
very  mucii  surpnwd  to  find  such  unguarded 
eaitressions  fall  from  that  worthy  nod  honour- 
nble  gentleman,  for  vrliooi,  he  was  sure,  the 
whole  House  bad  a very  great  regard;  bu*- 
since  be  liad  tliougbt  fit  to  speak  so  opeoly,  Lb 
hoped  be  might  be  well  justified  in  sayinb 
that  if  eve>7  member  of  this  House,  tbsi  used 
freeduBiof  speech  on  any  sdhiecC  of  debate. 
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when  lie  Iiflp()en9  not  to  fttll  in  willi  his  mi- 
nisers,  lie  kue<*  no  service  (hey  were  cr>|table 
of  doing  fur  their  country  in  that  Ilnnse;  and 
therefore  it  was  his  opinion,  that  they  tmd  no- 
thing else  to  do,  but  to  retire  to  tlieir  country- 
terns,  nnd  leave  the  kiog  and  his  ministers  to 
take  wlist  they  pleased. 

Jllr.  Boscnwen,  air  Gilbert  Ileathcotc,  Mr. 
Horatio  Walpole,  nod  some  other  geutlemen, 
becked  Mr.  Secretary  Staahope's  motion ; 
but  Air.  Gviinstone,  and  some  otlicr  courtiers, 
spoke  on  tliis  occasion  on  the  contrary  side, 
However,  it  was  moved,  and  rewlved.  That 
(lie  iloasc  would,  upon  the  Monday  morning 
next,  resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  of  llie  motion  for  a 
Supplv.  After  this  it  wiis  also  rasolrbd,  To 
address  his  majesty,  that  the  Treaty  made  be- 
tween the  late  king  Wilham  and  the  prescut 
king  of  Sweden,  he  laid  before  the  House. 

April  6.  Porsuant  to  the  above  Address,  Mr. 
Seoretnry  Stanhope  laid  before  the  House  a 
popy  of  the  said  Treaty. 

April  8.  The  Commons  went  into  n cora- 
niltee  of  the  whole  House,  tu  consider  of  the 
motion  for  a Supply  to  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jesty, against  the  designs  of  Sweden  for  the 
future;  for  the  necessity  of  which,  gcncrnl 
Stanhope  alledged  severid  reasons,  and  wns 
seconded  by  Mrs  Craggs,  jun.  Mr.  Boscaweu, 
Mr.  Aislnbie,  end  several  others.  On  the 
other  side,  Mr.  Sbippen,  Mr.  Uuneerford,  Mr. 
Hutcheson,  the  lord  Guernsey,  Mr.  Heme, 
member  for  Dartmouth,  Mr.  Ward,  and  some 
others,  urged,  That  it  wus  unparliamentary  to 
giant  a Supply  before  the  occasion  wns  known, 
and  an  Estimate  of  the  expence  was  laid  be- 
fore the  House : that  the  king’s  Message  about 
this  matter,  was  so  unprecedented,  that  his 
majnty’s  ministers  seemed  to  be  divided  about 
It;  and  that  if  was  a great  tnisfortanc  such  di- 
visions  should  happen  among  the  ministry,  for 
then  a parliament  cannot  have  a trae  informa- 
tion of  things:  that  they  copid  not  easily  ap- 
prehend wliat  occasion  t^ere  was  to  make  uew 
Alliances,  since  we  bad  a standing  army  in 
Great  Britain,  and  a considembla  fleet  at  sea, 
whicli  sulKcieiitly  secured  his  majesty’s  king- 
doms against  any  danger  from  Sweden  i that  if 
we  designed  to  make  an  offensive  war  against 
that  crown,  why  did  we-'  not  send  part  of  our 
forces  on  board  our  fleet  I Especially,  since  we 
were  now  secure  nt  home,  both  by  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  late  Rebellion,  and  by  the  condu- 
sioii'of  the  Triple  Alliance,  wliich  the  regent  of 
France  had  b^on  faithfully  to  perform,  by 
esusing  the  Pretender  to  pais  the 'Alps.  How- 
ever, if  the  court  insisted  on  the  necessity  of 
entering  into  new  engagemeuts  aguinstSweden, 
they  thought  it  proper  to  nddre^  his  majesty, 
to  acquaint  the  House  with  the  nature  of  chose 
engagements,  and  the  snm  that  was  requisite 
to  make  them  good. 

. Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  answered,  That  die 
discovery  of  the  late  Conspiracy,  carried  on  by 
the  Swedish  ^afi&Ur^'H‘o‘feHjtfiteotf'With'flie' 


[4S8 

discontented  pnrty  nl  lionle,SufEcieoiIy  evinced 
the  necessity  of  n standing  army  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ; that  tiioTreiuy  of  l'riple:l!lliacire seemed, 
indeed,  to  secure  us  against  uny  danger  on  llie 
part  of  France;  but  that  it  was  to  he  ob- 
servcil,  that  tlie  anid  Treaty  iiail  met  wiili  so 
great  oppositiuii  at  the  French  cnori,  that  lind 
nut  the  regent  stickled  strenuously  for  it,  ic 
would  have  infallibly  miscarried;  and  though 
hitherto  we  had  nil  the  reason  imaginable  to 
commend  the  honesty  and  enndour  of  that 
prince;  yet,  in  good  polioy,  we  ought  not  to 
depend  on  that  treaty  any  longer  tlian  it  shall 
be  the  interest  of  France  to  observe  it.  And 
as  to  the  motion  for  the  Address,  he  added, 
Tbnt  ic  would  be  injurious  to  tlie  king's  prero- 
gative of  enteriug,  into  such  alliances  as  bis 
uiujesty  thinks  necessary  for  the  good  and  se- 
curity of  his  dominiuns,  without  communicat- 
ing the  some  to  his  parhnment ; wliich  prero- 
gative wns  grounded  on  very  good  reasons ; for 
if  the  crown  was  obliged  to  impart  tbs  secret 
of  afihirs  to  so  great  a number  of  persons,  the 
most  important  negotiations  must  thereby  niis- 

Sir  Gilbert  lleatheote,  an  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, menciuaed  Che  great  losses  ami  damages 
which  the  British  subjects  had  sustained  by 
their  ships  being  made  prizes,  aud  confiscated 
in  Sweden  ; end  observed,  That  clie  kiog  of 
Sweden  having  several  times  refused  to  make 
satisfactiou ; and,  on  the  contrary,  his  minis- 
ters having  endeavoured  to  raise  a new  re- 
bellion in  his  majesty’s  dominions,  there  wus 
ground  to  declare  war  against  him, 

Mr.  Gonld,  member  for  Shoieham,  replied, 
That  the  Dutch  having  sustsioed  as  great  losses 
by  the  Swedes,  they  had  an  equal  concern  with 
Great  Britain  to  declare  war  against  iliem ; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  proper,  before  the 
House  proceeded  farther,  to  engage  Hol- 
land, in  the  first  place,  to  prohibit  all  com- 
merce with  Sweden,  ns  »e  had  done. 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  said.  That  he  made 
no  doubt  but  that  the  States  General  would 
readily  couic  into  any  measures  that  should 
appear  necessary  for  the  good  and  ioterest 
of  both  nations  in  general,  and  to  obtain 
satisfaction  for  the  late  depredations  of  the 
Swedes  in  particular  s that  their  lligb  Migbli- 
nesscs  had  lately  given  signal  iastancesur  their 
firm  adherence  totheerownof  Gre.'it  Britain,  in 
Causing  the  Swedish  ministers  to  be  seized  in 
their  dominions,  upon  his  majesty’s  desire ; 
but  that  the  form  nnd.  coostitution  of  their 
government,  and  Che  good  of  their  subjects, 
ivlio  mostly  subsist  by  trade,  did  not  permit 
them  to  lake  such  vigorous  and  speedy  reso- 
lutions as  could  be  wished;  and  therefore  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  exact  the  same  from  them. 

Mr,  Craggs,  jun.  pressed  the  necessity  of 
making  new  alliances  against  Swedeu,  born 
the  late  doubtful  enuductof  anortherii  poten- 
tate, (meaning  the  Ciar  of  Muscovy)  who,  by  his 
inactivity  against  Swedeu,  and  liie  post  some 
of  his  troops  had  cekei),  gave  great  umbras* 
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Mr.  R.  Wslpole,  air  Eilward  Northey,  and 
lord  Miiiesworib,  apoke  idao  on  die  same  aide. 

Sir  U'lVltom  T/iompton,  in  particular,  ur^ed, 
\Viia.C  would  tlia  world  think  of  liiis  partia- 
ineot,  if  they  should  refuse  (o  aupply  ihu  king 
at  diis  exigency  ? 

On  the  other  band,  Mr.  Cnmptun  (the 
Speaker)  and  Mr.  Siuitb  said,  Thai  they  weie 
uut  Djiaiasi  the  Supply,  but  against  the  de- 
uiandiug  and  granting  of  it  in  such  an  un- 
parliiiDientary  manner;  and  JVfr.  Speaker  pro* 
posed,  That  part  of  the  army  sliould  be  dis- 
bandeil,  and  the  money,  titcreby  saved,  ap* 
plied  towards  the  making  good  such  new  eii- 
giu'ements  ns  were  tbougbt  necessary  to  be 
entered  into ; but  lieutenant  ceneral  Mor* 
dauut,  and  sume  cithers  urged  bow  unsafe  and 
ini|>i>blic  it  would  be.  at  ibis  Juncture,  to  dis-  i 
buinl  aay  of  tbe  troops.  I 

Mr.  George  Canxetl,  a g<i]d>mitb,  closed  the 
debate  by  a sbovt  smart  speecli  which  svas 
much  applauded  He  said,  That  for  his  own 
part  he  woultl  rather  pay  others  for  hgluiog 
than  fight  Iiiuiself;  that  he  thought  ic  more 
advancagi  ous  for  Great  Britain  tu  carry  on^tlie 
war  abriiud,  anil  enjny  peace  at  hume,  in  order 
lo  improve  our  trade,  and  reduce  our  public 
debts;  and  that,  as  tlie  employing  foreigners 
against  Sweden,  would  be  a far  less  expeoce 
than  niitional  treops,  be  therefore  was  fur  com* 
plying  with  his  majesty's  message. 

At  last,  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  the 
({ucsiion  being  put,  upuo  the  motion  fur  n 
Supply,  the  same  was  carried  in  tbe  affimia* 
live,  by  ld4  against  149. 

April  0.  Mr.  Farrer  reported  tlie  said  Re- 
solution to  the  House,  upon  which  there  arose 
a fresh,  but  short  debate;  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr. 
Hungerford,  Mr.  Huidiesou,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Jlerne,  and  ethers,  insisted  again  oa  the  uo- 
putlmmencariness  of  asking  aud  granting  Sup* 
plies  without  an  estiuinin  of  the  npence;  and 

roposed,  either  to  present  an  address  to  tlie 

ing  to  assure  liim,  That  tbe  IXunse  would 
cQeccually  make  good  all  tbe  engugements  his 
iTMijeaty  slniuld  tliiuk  proper  Co  enter  into  ; or 
that  bis  majesty  be  derired  to  disband  part  of 
the  army,  and  apply  the  sayings  towards  the 
new  alliances.  Beth  these  expedients  were 
opposed  by  general  Stanhope,  Mr.  R.  Walpole, 
Mr.  Ilor.  Walpole,  Mr.  Bailie,  atid  Mr.  Hamp- 
den ; the  Idsc  of  wlioni  iu  particular,  in  answer 
to  what  was  supesied,  That  tliis  manner  of 
asking  uijiJ  granting  Supplies,  was  uiipnrlia- 
io>  ntari,  n:id  unpri  cedeiiiud,  said,  That  be  re- 
m-i»  bervd  about  ten  nr  eltven  ye.irs  before,  a 
great  man  in  that  Il'puse  [inesniiigMr.  Comp- 
ton the  Spink.  ).  i....di;  ,i  nn.iinn  fur  ill!  wing 
and  p.imding  for  iil  '/ui  90o,000i.  wt,  .h  ipe 
gorirniiient  had  expended  witiumc  l.iy-ng  any 
tstiiim'e  before  the  (■'l•llm'.n8  To  tins  Mr. 
Speaker  Mild,  He  wondered  . .(  aiMCleiDah 
vroiihl  bring  in  35  n |irtci’di,.i.  ..  busoii-.,  that 
■was  traiisactcd  'O  many  ye.irs  ng  . nnd  •••.  Licit 
was  not  pnrallel  to  the  nrestmc  case.  Wnere- 
vpoii  MriiHftmpdi^cepii^pTJKit  he  didiiaftii 


thereby  intend  to  reflect  upon  Mr.  Speaker, 
since  he  bud  the  honour  to  vote  with  him  upon 
that  occasion. 

A Supply  grenteJ  only  by  a Minority  ^ 
Four  Votet.]  Alker  ibis,  the  Resolution  for 
gianting  a Supply  to  bis  majesty,  to  concert 
such  measures  wi&  foreign  princes  and  states, 
as  may  prevent  any  charge  or  upprebeusioos 
from  the  designs  of  Sweden  for  (he  future,  »as 
agreed  to,  though  by  a majority  only  of  153 
ngninst  149.* 


* “ The  good  understanding  between  tlie  I 
different  members  of  administration,  did  not 
long  cunciiiue.  It  soon  appeared,  that  the  ' 
Ling's  promises  of  favour,  made  by  Bernsdurf 
to  Tonoshendaiid  WaJpole,  were  not  fiilfillut; 
and . that  bo  placed  his  chief  confidence  in 
Sunderland  and  Slanliopc.  New  divisions 
look  place;  Tonnshciid  and  Walpole  con- 
tinued to  defend  the  measures  of  governiueuc, 
but  (heir  support  evas  cold  and  formal,  and  so  ' 
different  from  clieir  former  zeal,  as  plainly 
shewed  extreme  disaiisfaciion.  Sunderlaiul 
had  now  considerably  inci'eased  bis  parly,  and 
thought  himself  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  on 
the  public  busiuess,  and  defy  tbe  opposition. 

. ill  tills  situation,  an  opeu  rupture  in  tbe 
I cabinet  was  unavoidable.  The  first  public 
svmpinms  of  this  difference  appeared  in  the 
House  uf  Comuiniis.  Ou  a motion  that  a 
Supply  be  granted  to  enable  the  king  to  concert 
such  measures  witii  foreign  princes  and  states, 
as  may  prevent  any  apprehensions  from  the 
tbe  designs  of  Sweileii  for  the  future : Wal*  : 
pole,  wiio,  on  all  such  occasions  used  to  gire  a 
great  bias  to  tlie  House,  maintained  a profound  i 
silence,  and  the  Resolution  was  carried  by  a [ 
majority-of  only  four  voices.  . 

“ As  it  was  evident  that  this  mode  of  inimi- 
cal proceeding  origioated  rrom  tbe  party  of 
which  TowDSbend  was  leader,  be  received,  bn 
the  same  evening,  a letter  from  Stanhope  an- 
nouncing ins  dismission, 

“ Tbe  king  himself  so  highly  appreciated  the 
services  and  talents  of  Walpuk,  ilul  be  dreaded  , 
bis  resignation,  and  was  persuaded  to  remove  j 
Towiisliuiid,  under  the  belief  that  be  wosid  ! 
still  remain  at  die  bead  of  the  treasury.  Wliea  { 
Walpole,  therefore,  on  tbe  foliowiiu:  moruiiig,  | 
rei|ursteU  an  audience,  aud  gate  up  ib ' sesisi  | 
tlic  king  WBS  extremely  surprised,  (fv  eiused 
cn  accept  bis  risignnlina,  exp-i  . d .i  high  , 
seusc  of  bis  services,  in  il,  kuulrsi  ;iud 
strongest  terms;  declared  luo'  I.e  l-vd  uo 
ihoogbts  of  parting  with  so  liiiiMul  c ■'"'' 
seller;  liitre.vted  Lira  not  lo  retire,  flii‘1  repiaved 
the  jeals  iu  his  hat.  To  ibis  Wnlj.ole  re  plied, 
with  no  les!icinicein  than  Cnniiess,  that  liinvcvvf 
well  inclined  be  mii'.it  be  to  oimy  Ins  in.ijrsty  s 
coniiiiuiiHs,  yet  it  >unld  be  impossible  to  serve 
hiiu  fuitlifuliy  with  ilmse  ministers  to  whom  he 
liad  lutely  given  Ins  favour.  ‘ Tlicy  will  prop^ 

‘ to  me,’  he  said,  ‘ both  as  chancellor  of  the 
‘ exchequer,  and  in  piu-liauicnt,  such  tbit^^  i 
,‘,*hati  H'- J I *gia«  Cl,  support  'theoi,  my  ^ 
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Hfr.  Walpole  brings  in  the  Redemption  BUI, 
und  acquaints  the  House  aitA  his  Resignation.^ 
April  10.  Mr.  Ruberc  Wal((ole  presented  tu 
the  House,  accoriliiig  to  order,  a Bill  ‘ for  re- 
> deeiuiog  liie  Duties  on  Huuses,  aud  charging 

• tlie  tuiiie  witli  a lesser  incumbrance;  and  fur 

• redeeming  90  m'ucb  of  tlic  Fund  coiurnonly 

• called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  as  relates  to  the . 

• present  Exchec|uer-Bills;  niid  for  circulating 
‘ Esclicquer-Bilis  at  a less  charge  to  the  public, 
•pursuant  to  several  powers  of  Redemption, 

' contained  in  -formec  acts  of  parliament ; and 
‘ fur  coDlhiuing  several  annual  and  other  psy- 
■ Dienis  out  of  the  residue  of  the  saiti  Aggregate 

• Fund  Upon  the  bringing  in  of  this  bill,  Mr. 
Walpole*  gave  the  House  a hint  of  his  having 


‘and  reputation  will  be  lest;  and  if  I disap- 
‘ prove  or  oppose  tbein,  1 must  forfeit  j'our 
' majesty's  favour.  For  I,  in  my  station, 
‘ though  not  the  author,  muse  be  auswerable 
' CO  my  king  and  to  iny  country  fur  all  the 
‘ measures  tshich  may  be  adopted  by  admin  is* 
■ tration.'  At  the  conclusion  of  these  words, 
he  ngaiu  laid  the  seals  upon  the  table;  the 
king  returned  them  not  less  thau  ten  times, 
and  when  the  minister  as  often  replaced  them 
on  the  table,  he  gave  up  the  struggle,  and 
reluctantly  accepted  his  resignation,  expi'essing 
great  conceru  and  much  resentment  at  liis 
delermincd  perseverance.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  affecting  scene,  Walpole  came  into  the 
adjoining  apartment,  ajul  those  who  were  pre- 
seutr  witnessed  the  anguish  ufhis  countenance, 
ami  observed  that  bis  eyes  were  suffused  with 
tears.  Those  who  immediately  entered  into 
the  closet,  found  the  king  no  less  disturbed  and 
agitated. 

“ Thcie  removals  were  soon  follnwed  by  an 
almost  total  change  in  the  administration. 
Devonshire,  Orford,  and  Methuen,  and  Pul- 
teney  resigned  ; Stanhope  was  appointed  liret 
lord  of  the  treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer;  Sunderland  and  Addison  secre- 
taries of  state;  the  duke  of  Bolton  lord  liei^ 
tenaui  of  Ireland;  and  the  duke  of  Newcastle 
lord  chamberlain ; the  earl  of  Berkley  first 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  duke  of  King- 
ston retained  the  olhee  nf  privy  seal,  to  wiii^ 
be  bad  been  iiooiinated  in  the  preceding  year, 
un  the  resignation  of  Sunderland,  who  was 
made  treasurer  of  Ireland  for  life.” 

Coxe's  Walpole. 

* “ The  resignation  of  Walpole  happened  at 
a time  when  he  was  exerting  his  abilities  for 
finance,  in  the  arrangement  of  a scheme  highly 
advantageous  to  the  country.  When  be  was 
first  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  the 
National  Debt  amounted  to  50  millions,  and 
aliLougb  the  common  interest  of  money  had 
wen  reduced  in  the  late  reign  te  5 per  cent. 
}et  the  interest  nl  some  of  the  debts  was  as  high 
ns  8,  and  none  lowertliand ; so  that  the  average 
7 [icr  cent.  The  difference  between  this 
Wo  of  interest,  and  thnton  private  mortgages, 
presented  a red  fund  for  lessening  tlie  public 
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resigned  hisplaces,  by  saying,'  Thai  he  nowpre- 
sented  that  Bill  as  a country  gentleman,  but  he 
hoped  it  would  not  fare  the  worse  for  having 


“ This  debt  ivas  considered  under  two  heads ; 
redeemable,  and  irredeemable.  Tlie  redeem- 
able, or  sucli  debts  as  Lad  been  provided  I'or 
by  parliament,  with  a tedermahle  interest  of  so 
much  per  cent  the  public  had  a right  and  power 
to  discharge  whenever  they  were  abie,eilher  by 
providing  money  fur  such  proprietors  as  insisted 
upon  money,  or  by  offering  new  terms,  in  dis- 
charge of  all  former  conditions,  which,  if  ac- 
cepted by  the  proprietors,  was  to  be  deemed  an 
actual  redemption  of  the  first  debt,  as  if  it  had 
been  paid  oft  in  ready  inuney.  As  for  the  irre- 
deemable debts,  or  long  and  slion  annuities, 
nothing  could  be  effected  without  the  absolute 
consent  of  the  proprietors.  The  only  method, 
therefore,  to  treat  with  ihem,  was  to  uffer  such 
couditions  as  (hey  should  deem  advanc.ngeous. 

“ Upon  these  principles  Walpole  gave  the 
first  hint  of  this  great  scheme,  by  proposing  to 
borrow  600,0001.  hearing  interest  only  4 per 
cent,  and  to  apply  all  savings,  arising  irom  the 
intended  redemptions,  for  the  purpose  of  reduc- 
ing and  discharging  the  National  Debt,  which 
was  the  first  resolution  ever  taken  in  parlia- 
ment ia  order  to  raise  or  establish  a general 
sinking  fund.  When  he  brought  his  schema 
into  theHouse,tbe  project  appeared  so  well  di- 
gested and  advantageous,  that  the  opposition 
which  had  been  intended  was  converted  into 
approbation,  and  every  article  was  agreed  to. 

“ Unfortunately  for  the  completion  of  this 
great  arrangement,  the  able  piojector  was  no 
longer  in  office.  On  bringing  in  the  bill,  Wal- 
pole gave  a hint  that  he  had  resigned  hisplaces, 
by  saying,  ‘ that  lie  now  presented  it  as  a coun- 
try geniTemac','  but  Imped  that  it  would  not 
fare  the  worse  lor  having  two  fathers,  and  that 
his  successor  would  take  care  to  bring  it  to  per- 
fection.’ The  difficulties  wiiicb  he  had  to  en- 
counter in  this  Eckeme,  will  appear  from  the 
consideration,  that  no  reduction  of  interest 
could  be  made  without  Che  consent  of  the  pub- 
lic creditors  themselves.  It  was  solely  by  bis 
address  aiid  management,  that  the  companies 
of  the  Bank  and  Sooth-sea,  agreed  not  only  to 
reduce  their  ovrn  interest,  but  to  fiirnlsb  large 
sums  for  the  discharge  of  such  proprietors  of  the 
redeeinahUs  os  should  refuse  to  comply  with  an 
equal  reduction;  a striking  proof  of  ihc  general' 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  nationol  debts;  of  their  regard  for  bis 
Judgment,  and  confidence  in  Ills  equity. 

“ The  resignation  of  Walpole  caused  a great 
sensation  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  re- 
gret for  the  want  of  Ins  talents  for  finance, 
seemed  to  prevail,  and  be  was  as  much  inveigh- 
ed against  for  resigning,  as  he  wns  afterwards 
reviled  for  remaining  in  power.  Ills  wiclidraw- 
iiig  from  government  at  this  crisis,  was  called  4 
detection;  a criminal  conspiracy,  with  a view 
toembairass  the  king,  and  to  force  him  to 
comply  vvitli  his  unwarrantable  demands.”— 
■.Colftl'silWlJpolei  I.MIK'  \>V.'-  I I -i*' 
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two  iattieta : mill  that  bis  successor  would  take 
care  to  bring  it  td  perfection. 

FuriAir  Debate  an  the  Snpplj.]  April  18, 
The  Comtaoas  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  consider  oftbe  Supply  granted 
to  his  majesty;  and  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope 
hariug  made  a motion  for  granting  re  his  ma- 
jesty die  sum  of  USOflOW.  to  enable  him  to 
concert  measures  against  Sweden;  there  wns 
for  a minute  or  two  a great  silence  in  the 

Mr.  Pullenn/,  wlin  broke  it  first,  expressed 
his  surprize  oi  it ; and  added.  Hint  as  for  bis 
pan,  he  bad  not  yet  said  any  thing  to  this  mat- 
ter, because  he  tiinught  it  inconsistent  with  de- 
cency to  oppose  a motion  that  came  from  tiie 
coort,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  he  his  majes- 
ty’s immediate  servant;  but  ihalharingresigned 
his  place,  that  hemightuct  with  the  freedom  be- 
coming an  Englishman,  he  conld  not  forbear  de- 
claring againsr  the  granting  a Supply,  in  a man- 
ner altogether  unparliacaentary  and  onprece- 
dented : that  be  could  notpersuudchimscif,  that 
anv  Englithman  advised  his  majesty  to  send  such 
a lilessagc;  but  he  doubted  not,  hut  the  resolu- 
tions of  a British  parliament  n ould  make  n Ger- 
man ministry  tremlle.  He  w;ls  sepoiided  by 
the 

Lord  JF7arA,  who  even  found  fault  with  some 
steps  that  Imd  been  taken  in  retaiion  to  the  nf- 
laha  oftlie  Northcfn  Alliance;  imd  said, That 
it  appeared, by  the  Memorial  presented  hy  the 
Russian  minister,  and  by  the  Answer  returned, 
that  such  measures  hod  been  pursued  as  were 
like  to  engage  Ua  in  a quarrel  with  the  Czar. 
Upon  this 

Mr.  Spcreiary  SfanAopc  spoke  in  vindication 
of  (be  king  and  bis  ministers,  in  relation  botli  to 
the  Czar  iind  the  king  of  Sweden.  With  res- 
pect to  the  first,  he  said,  Tliat  he  had  hitherto 
beeu  obliged  to  be  silent;  but  that  lie  was  now 
at  liberty  to  act  this  matter  in  a clear  light,  and 
to  acquaint  the  Uoose,  that  the  coldness  which 
appeared  of  late  between  the  king  aiid  the  esar, 
proceeded  from  his  majesty’s  refusing  to  be- 
come guarantee  of  bis  ctarisli  niajest^s  con- 
quests; and  from  bis  majesty’s  soliciting  Uie 
czar  to  witlidraw  bis  troops  from  the  ducuy  of 
Mecklenburg:  chat  as  to  the  first  nf  those' 
natters,  his  majesty's  conduct  deserved  the  ap- 
plause and  the  thanks  of  a British  parliament, 
since  it  appeared  thereby,  that  bis  majesty  was 
tender  not  to  engage  the  nation  in  fureigu  quar- 
rels! that  this,  indeed,  had  beeu  his  majesty's 
principal  care,  ance  lus  happy  accession  to  the 
tbrooe ; and  he  might  assure  them,  that  Great 
Britain  nos  entirely  free  from  any  engageoients, ' 
and  at  liberty  to  follow  such  measures  as  best 
suit  with  her  interest : that  as  fur  the  instances 
which  his  majessy  has  caused  to  be  made  with 
die  czar,  and  the  measures  he  may  have  con- 
certed, to  get  the  Russian  troops  out  of  the 
duchy  ofMecklenbutg,  his  majesty  lias  acted  in 
all  this  as  elector  and  prince  of  tlie  empire: 
that  he  was  persuaded,  ail  die  gentteoien  there 
would  Bgr^  whli  hi»,  lint  theklvg'Siiigiihy, ; 
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as  king  of  Great  Britain,  was  never  underuooil 
to  tie  up  his  bands  with  respect  to  his  interests 
in  Germany,  and  a prince  of  the  empire:  but 
besides,  be  must  desire  genlienien  to  consider, 
that  long  before  his  msjes^’s  accession  to  ibv 
crown,  Great  Britain  was  in  strict  union  with 
die  emperor  and  empire ; so  that  by  virtue 
of  ancient  alliances,  the  emperur  should  re- 
quire Great  Britain  to  use  those  instances  with 
the  czar,  which  the  king  has  made  only  os  elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  Great  Britain  could  not  avoid 
complyiug  with  bis  requests  that  in  relntion  to 
■Swed«i,  the  king’s  conduct  was  not  only  hlnme- 
less  and  nnspotted,  but  worthy  of  the  highat 
commendations:  iliat  in  the  late  qneea's  time, 
Great  Britain  interposed  to  procure  a iiru- 
iraliiy  in  the  North,  whereby  ilic  king  of  Swe- 
den might  liave  preserved  his  nossessioiis  in  the 
empire  : That  the  regeacy  aiStockiiQlm  agreed 
to  Ibis  overture;  but  that  the  king  of  Sivedim 
rqjecterl  it  with  haughtiness  end  the  utmost 
scorn,  declariug,  he  wunld  use  those  ns  hiseoe- 
mics,  wiio  should  pretend  to  impose  such  a 
ueutnilrty  upon  him : That  during  the  whole 
course  of  that  neguUation,  the  king,  then  elector 
of  Hanover,  used  all  friendly  offices  in  favour 
of  Sweden:  That  oil  this  having  proved  iuef 
fectual,  through  the  king  of  Sweden's  obstinacy, 
and  the  king  of  Denmark  having,  by  the  for- 
tniie  of  war,  te-conquered  the  dmchies  of  B«- 
iiieii  and  Verdeu,  his  majesty,  as  elector  of 
Ilansvcr,  b.vs  purchased  ilie  same  with  his  own 
money,  for  a valuable  consideration!  That  al- 
though it  never  was  in  his  miyesty'aiboughtj  to 
engage  Great  Britain  in  a war  to  support  ilmt 
acquisition,  yet,  if  gcmieiueii  would  give  tliem- 
selves  the  trouble  to  cast  their  eyes  upon  the 
map,  to  see  where  Bremen  and  Verdeu  lie,  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  indifferent  us  to  the 
possessor  of  these  two  dutshies,  but  would 
agree  with  him,  that  their  being  in  the  kingb 
hands  suits  far  better  with  the  interest  of  Grist 
Britain,  tlinu  if  they  were  in  the  homls  either 
of  the  czar,  who  gives  already  but  too  much 
Jealousy  Co  the  empire ; or  of  the  king  of  Swe-  ' 
den,  nhn  endeavoured  to  raise  a new  rcheltion 
in  Great  Britain,  and  harbours  onr  fugitive 

Mr.  Juhn  SmicAanswered  Mr.  fiecretary Stan- 
hope, and  said,  That  he  had  already  declared  his 
reasons  for  opposingthegnintiiig  this  Supply  in 
such  an  extraordinary  manner ; nnd  that  some 
expressions  chat  had  escaped  n gentleman  in  the  ' 
ministry,  instead  nf  making  biih  alter  hisopinion  1 
rather  confirmed  him  in  it:  Thnt  ns,  on  tlic  ' 
one  hand,  he  never  aiTecled  popularity ; so,  on  : 
the  other  hand,  when  the  good  of  his  cnmiliy  ^ 
came  under  consideration,  he  always  spoke  iiis 
thoughts  with  the  liberty  that  becomes  an  Eiig- 
liibman,  without  any  regard  to  the  ministers: 
That  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 

Snaimed  with  anairs  abroad ; but  having  bad  < 
le  honour  to  sit  so  long  in  that  House,  where 
so  great  a variere  of  business,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  had  often  been  debated,  he  m^ht  ' 
presume  to  have  tome  knowledge  oftliem, 
liCweY«S'ih6  tTOu:duot'4*ynny  ihing 
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I ahac  liail  been  advanced  bj  die  bouaorable 
1 taeiober  wliu  spbkeiast;  but  if  an  estimate  of 
the  conductor  ttie ministry,  in  relation  to  af* 
fairs  abroad,  was  lo  be  made  by  n comparison 
of  tbeir  cuodiict  at  home,  be  was  sure  they 
would  nntappear  alcogetberso  faultiess  as  tliey 
were  represented.  Was  it  nut  a tuisiake, 
added  be,  not  to  preserve  (be  peace  at  liome, 
after  the  king  was  come  to  the  throne,  with 
the  universal  applause  and  joyful  accbuuacions 
of  ail  bis  subjects?  Was  it  not  a mistake,  upon 
I the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  not  to  issue 
I out  It  Proclamation,  10  oficr  pardon  to  such  ns 
should  return  liome  peaceably,  as  luid  ever 
been  practised  before  upon  such  occasions  ? 

\ Was  it  not  a mistake,  afinr  the  suppression  of 
Uic  Rebellion,  and  the  trial  nnd  execution  of 
the  principal  authors  of  it,  to  keep  up  aniino- 
^ tiilH,  anddrivepeopletndespair  by  not  passing 
' aa  act  of  indemnity  and  grace,  by  keeping  so 
many  persons  under  bard  and  tedious  coufine* 
meac,iuid  by  graoting  pardons  to  some,  with- 
out leaving  tliem  any  means  to  subsist?  Is  it 
not  a mistake,  not  to  (cost  to  a vote  of  par- 
liament, for  making  good  such  Engagements  as 
his  majesty  shall  think  proper  to  enter  into; 
Slid  iostcad  of  that,  to  insist  on  the  granting  of 
thisSupply  in  such  an  extraordiaary  manner? 
Is  it  not  a mistake,  Co  take  this  opportunity  to 
create  divisions,  and  render  some  of  the  king's 
best  friends  siupected  nnd  obnoxious  ? Is  it  not 
a mistake,  in  short,  Co  form  parties  and  cabala, 

I in  order  to  bring  in  a bill  to  repeal  tlie  act 
' against  occasional  Conformity? 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  replied,  That  he  Imd 
' had  ilie  honour  to  serve  his  majesty,  sluce  bis 
hsppy  accession  to  the  throne,  but  as  there 
were  ocher  persons,  some  of  them  in,  and 
others  out  of  place,  ntio  had  a greater  share 
iliitn  himself  in  tlie  odmioiscracion  of  nfinirs, 
lie  left  it  to  them  to  justify  themselves:  That 
however,  he  would  clear  a principal  point,  by 
aisuriag  tlie  committee,  that  lie  bad,  s<tne  time 
ago,  the  king's  orders  to  draw  up  un  Act  of  In- 
dr  ronity. 

Mr,  Barrington  Sbute,  member  furBerwick, 
taid.  That  the  king  was  indeed  come  Co  the 
throne  with  the  joyful  acclaroaiions  of  most  of 
hissubjeecs;  but  that  the  disancction  that  ap- 
peared soon  ufeer,  did  not  proceed  from  the  lii 
conduct  of  his  ministers,  hut  solely  from  the 
removal  of  some  persons  in  greot  employ  oicnts : 
That  nevertheless,  in  the  changes  llmt  were 
men  made,  his  majesty  had  Ibllowed  the  rules 
of  prudence,  justice  uiid  gratitude, sincehe  nd- 
'^nced  those,  who,  in  the  worst  of  times,  luid 
given  undoubted  proofs  of  tlicir  afiection  and 
attachment  to  bis  interest,  in  the  room  of  those 
'*UQ  had  been  preferred  in  the  lost  reign,  as 
me  fiicesc  iostrumencs  to  destroy  die  Prutes- 
^t  succession  even  before  it  look  place,  und 
*l>a  had  since  been  in  open  rebellion  against 
huiniyesiy:  That  ns  for  the  Other  mistakes 
charged  upon  the  adouaistration,  they  might  be 
wuoed  to  tlie>e  two,  viz.  The  not  passing  the 
of  Indemnity,  and  the  desii^.torepeal  the 
Wcawoal  BiJh.3ihaiiaci^(iititri&eci-.'itawosre». 
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various  opinions  abont  it;  and  consideriog  tha 
restless  spirit  of  the  discontented  party,  it  was 
hard  to  determine,  whether  an  Indemnity  was 
a proper  way  Co  reduce  them  ; siuce  ic  was  no- 
torious, time  the  repeated  instances  of  clemency 
which  bis  miyescy  has  given  since  iiis  accession, 
have  been  abused  and  despised:  Thatasto  ch« 
repeal  of  the  acts  agninac  the  dissenters,  nu- 
(liiiig,  ill  his  opinion,  was  either  more  just  or 
reBsuiiablu;  nnd  he  could  not  butwonder,  that 
n gentleman  (meaning  Mr.  Jolin  Smith)  who 
had  been  turned  out  of  his  employment  in  the 
lost  reign,  and  restored  since  the  king’s  coming 
to  the  crown,  should  account  it  a mistake,  on 
iheone  band,  pot  to  grant  an  Indemnity  to  his 
nisjesty’s  declared  enemies ; and  a vnistake  oo 
the  other  hand,  to  make  bis  mnjesty's  undoubt- 
ed friends  easy. 

Mr.  Siuillt,  aRcr  an  explanation,  demanded 
and  given  about  his  being  tunicdouc  of  pince  and 
restored,  replied  to  the  last  part  of  Mr.SImte’s 
speech,  Tliat  heaver  was  for  allowing  liberty 
of  conscience  to  the  dissenters,  and  had  even 
voted  against  tlic  Occasional  Bill , bat  that  the 
same  being  passed  into  a law,  ic  was  his  opi- 
niou,  tiiai  it  could  not  be  repealed  without  ms- 
quieting  the  whole  nation. 

Mr.  Vonge,  member  for  Uoniton,  spoke 
next,  and  said,  That  some  days  belbrc,  be  bud 
been  ngninst  the  motion,  ibr  groiitiug  a Supply 
upon  the  king's  message,  because  be  thought  it 
unparliamentary ; and  it  was  tlicn  his  opmion 
to  address  tlie  king,  to  enter  into  such  engage- 
uieiitsas  his  majesty  shall  tliink  proper,  and 
that  the  Commons  would  make  good  tlie  same ; 
but  that,  since  tlie  majority  of  tbe  House  had 
determined  to  grant  a Supply,  they  bad 
brought  ifaemseives  to  this  dilemms,  either  lo 
grant  wluit  was  ashed  ns  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice, or  CO  tell  the  king,  time  tlutt  service  must 
remain  unperfonned,  which  liiey  had  in  a man- 
ner determined  to  be  necessary  by  granting  • 
Supply.  This  speech  was  backed  by 

Mr.  C/ou?d,  whoowned,  Thntwecould  not 
carry  on  our  trade  to  (he  Baltic,  »ilIiont 
bringing  the  king  of  Sweden  to  reason,  und 
therefore  he  was  for  granting  tliie  supply.’ 

Mr.  Robo't  lValpM,nliO  brought  up  the  rear, 
said,  Tlmt  having  already  spoken  for  the 
supply,  he  would  notrefure  the  cmirc  his  vote, 
and ihessm  being  named,  he  was  forgranciu^it. 

Hereupon,  it  was  carried  without  dividiiisv 
" That  a sum  not  exceeding  3oO,000/>  be  grant- 
ed, to  cnalile  lii>  majesty  to  concert  such 
measures  wilti  forcigu  princes  and  states,  as 
may  pccrenC  any  ctiaige  or  npurehensions  from 
the  designs  of  Sweden  for  tbe  mture.’' 

April  Id.  Mr.  Farrer  having  reported  tiui 
Resolution  to  tbe  House,  some  of  tite  nusnbers 
endeavoured  to  render  it  uieffectual,  by  moving 
that  it  should  be  re-committed.  To  debate 
this  motion  wicli  more  freedoui,  Mr.  Brumley, 
(okiag  notice  that  several  peers,  and  others, 
were  gut  iuto  the  House,  mnvc'l,'iiiai  tlie  House 
be  cleared  of  all  strangers  ; wliich  being  done 
accnrdingly,  Mr.  Sbippen  insisted  on  the  re- 
icamnantiegioCitheiERteliiuaaciffiiqaostion.  He , 
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wasMConded  bv  Mr.  Hungerford.  sirTliomtu 
Hantner,  Mr.  Heme,  aud  Mr.  Lawion ; but 
the  other  pnrty  called  for  tlie  question ; and  the 
laid  K^iution  being  read  u second  time,  was 
agreed  to  by  a majority  of  133  against  132.* 

April  16.  Mr.  flosc.iwen  haring  acquainted 
llie  House  with  lii«  majesty's  desire,  that  tliry 
would  adjourn  till  the  6th  ofMay,  the  House 
accordingly  ndjaurned  to  time  day. 

The  Kimi’s  Si>ieeh  reJipeclinpa  RfdiirtioHo( 
the  Land  Foncs,  an  Act  of  Grace,  ^c.  ] Mity  6. 
The  King  weut  to  the  House  nf  Lords,  and  the 
Coiuniuus  attending,  liis  majesty  commanded 
the  Lord  CImiicellor  to  read  the  followiog 
Speech  to  both  Houses : 

“ JMy  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that,  aher 
this  short  recess,  I can  acquaint  you  with  the 
certain  advice  I hare  received,  Umt  my  fleet  is 

* “ By  this  lime  there  was  almost  a lota] 
change  in  the  oiinistry.  The  earl  of  Sunderland 
was  appointed  secretary  of  state,  as  was  also 
Mr.  Joseph  Addison  ! Mr.Slaiiliope  was  made 
first  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  and  chan- 
cellor of  ihe'exchequer;  lord  Torringtnn,  Mr. 
Wallop,  Mr.  Bailiie  of  Jerwiswood,  and  Mr. 
Micklethwaite  were 'the  other  commissioners 
of  the  treasury ; sir  William  Sc.  Quiatin,  Mr. 
Slethueo,  and  Mr.  Edgecombe,  being  removed, 
Mr.  Graggs  was  declared  secretary  at  war ; 
Mr.  Charles  Stnnbope,  coadjutor  to  Mr. 
Lowudes,  secretary  to  ibe  treasury ; and  Mr. 
Joseph  Micklethwaite,  secretary  to  Mr.  Stan- 
hope, ns  chancellor  and  under  treasurer  of  the 
exchequer.  The  earl  of  Orford  resigned  his 
place  of  first  oommissioner  of  the  admiralty, 
which  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Berkley  The 
restof  the  commmissianers  of  the  admiralty 
were, Mr.  Aylmer,  sir  George  Byng,  Mr.  Cock- 
burne,  and  Mr.  Clietwynd.  The  duke  nf 
Bolton  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
and  bis  placeoflord  chamberlain  of  the  liouse- 
linld,  was  bestowed  on  the  duke  'of  Newcastle. 
The  duke  of  Devonshire  resigned  bis  place  of 
president  of  the  council."  Tindal. 

‘'It  was  remarked  by  observers  at  that  lime 
that  in  the  comparison  the  gentlemen  who  left 
their  places  were  not  succeeded  bygcmiemen 
as  well  qualified  for  them.  Mr.  Addison  was 
allowed  to  he  an  excelleut  writer  and  poet ; 
but  no  body  thought  he  was  so  well  acquainted 
with  affairs  of  stnie  ns  Paul  Meilmen,  esq. 
who  had  from  his  youth  been  accnstnnicrl  to 
such  transactions  : neither  did  any  one  lliink 
that  sir  I'tiomas  Mickletliwniie,  was  as  dt  for 
the  treasury  hoard  as  William  Sc.  Quintin  : or 
John  Gockburn,  esq.  for  that  of  the  adniirally, 
(ts  George  Dodinglon,  esq.  hut  the  comparisou 
was  much  more  uiirqnal  still  between  general 
Stanhope  and  II.  Wulpole,  esq.  as  first  lord 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  and  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  t As  to  James  Craggs,  esq, 
who  was  made  secretary  at  wor  in  the  room  of 
Wdliam  Pulienry,  e,q.  those  that  iniide  com- 
parisons hkdtnK)ii:ig'Wi(i>}'.'’>iGkhlaiaiStii ' > ~ 


safely  arrived  in  the  Sound,  which,  by  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  Goti,  nill  secure  Uit»p 
kingdoms  ngaiust  any  immediate  danger  of  on 

“ I have,  by  these  means,  an  npportniiiiv, 
which  is  very  acceptable  to  me,  of  makiiig’a 
cnitsiderable  leduction  ,in  our  Land-Forces, 
Imvinu  estal.lislied  it  ns  a rule  with  myself,  to 
consult  the  ease  of  iny  people  in  ivcry  thing, 
•0  f.ir  as  is  consistent  with  their  safety.  And. 
fur  my  own  part,  ns  1 shall  always  place  mv 
gremneas  in  the  prosperity  of  my  subjects,  so  'l 
simll  always  aesire  that  my  power  may  be 
founded  in  their  affections.  It  is  upon  che>e 
considerations,  that  I have  given  orders  for  the 
immediaCe  reiluchig  of  10,000  men. 

“ That  nothing  may  be  wnniiiig  in  me  to 
quiet  Che  minds  of  all  my  subjects,  i have  like- 
wise given  directions  to  prepare  an  Act  of 
Grace ; and  however  it  may  be  received  by 
those  who  are  obstioately  heut  on  the  ruin  of 
their  coutitry,  I promise  myself,  that  it  will 
raise  a due  sense  nf  gratitude  in  oil  such  as  have 
been  anfolly  misled  into  treasonable  practices, 
against  my  person  and  gnrcriiment,  and  |irt>- 
seeve  them  from  standing  in  need  of  the  like 
mercy  fur  the  future,  when  such  an  instance  of 
clemency  may  not  be  so  expedient  fur  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  as  it  would  be  agreenble  to  my  unn 
inclinations. 

“ Gentlemeii  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I ifiaiik  yon  fiir  your  readiness  to  sup|iurt 
me  in  the  preseutjuncture  ofalfairs.and  for  the 
•Supplies  which  you  have  given ; anddu  promise 
you,  that  thpy  shall  be  employed  Ibr  the  uses  to  . 
which  you  designed  them. 

“ I shall  order  such  rniihful  accounts  to  be 
laid  before  you  the  next  session,  as  will  make 
it  appear,  there  was  no  other  view  in  asking 
any  p.areicular  Supplv,  than  Cu  prevent  a much 
greater  cxppnce,  winch  the  nutiun  must  bate 
uiiavuidably  incurred  wichuul  it. 

“ I must  recommend  to  you,  as  I did  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  t»  take  all  proper 
raetbods  for  reducing  the  puWic  debts,  wiiu  a 
just  regard  to  parliamentary  credit.  . 

“ My  f/>rds  and  Geiiticiueii ; 

“Tlteyear  Ireing  so  fur  advanced,  1 hope 
you  will  go  through  the  public  business  nitb 
all  possible  dispatch  and  uminiinity,  ii  being  ' 
my  intention  to  meet  you  early  the  next  winter, 
that  the  sitting  of  parliament  may  he  bruoglit 
into  the  more  usual  and  couveiiieiit  season.” 

The  Lards'  Address  Thanks.'^  The  king 
being  withdrawii,  (lie  Lords  voted  an  Address 
of  Thanks,  which  was  presented  next  day,  a» 
filluws; 

“ Most  Graci->us  Sovereign  j 
“ Wc  your  majesty's  most  duiiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  ilieL  .ril*  spiritual  and  temporal  >» 
parliament  a.-sciut>le>l,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majesty  uur  most  liiiuiMc  thanks  fur  your  ma- 
jesty's most  graciims  Speecli  from  (lie  throne, 
and  for  your  majesty’s  having  luken  effectual 
care  to  preveiil  all  iiniiiediule  d.viigerufan  1"' 
VBsniii  upon  these  your  kingdoms,  liy  sending 
' 3wiir  fiM!{iB6"eariy'.j8ty  t^iS'  Souuii : uuil  « 
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caooot  but  Bcknowledfo,  with  the  greoieit  i 
tisraction,  your  nmjesty’a  roo»t  tender  record 
(be  ease  of  your  people,  in  giving  ordeis, 
loon  as  it  wat  consuteniwidi  the  public  safety, 

&r  reducing  so  cotuideraUc  a Dumber  uf  the 
land  farces. 

<■  We  also  give  your  mi^esty  our  most  hum. 

Ue  ihauks,  fur  yuor  having  cnminunicated  lo 
yonr  parliament,  your  intention  to  pass  an  Act 
of  Grace,  wliich  we  hope  will  have  all  the  good 
eSects  your  majesty  so  reasouably  aud  Justly 
espects  from  it. 

And  we  take  this  occasion  to  nssnte  your 
msjesiy,  that  wewill,t(vitb  the  utmost  Zeal  and 
duty,  defend  and  support  yoiirmajeaty’s  snered 
person  and  govcmmeiit,  ngaiiist  all  your  — 
mies  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  King’s  Ansaer.J  His  majesty’s  Answer 
thereto,  was  as  foilowsi 
“ My  Lords, 

" 1 thank  you  kindly  for  this  very  dutiful 
Address ; your  zeal  and  affection  to  in'y  pervm 
and  governmeoc,  is  what,  under  God,  I shoU 
always  principally  rely  on." 

Jlfr.  Lechmere  mMtt  for  an  Aildrest,  and 
Ttfocti  on  Mr.  K.  Walpole  and  others  Jot  Tt- 
tifaiog  Ihtir  Placti.'f  The  Commons  being 
returned  to  (lieir  House,  Mr.  Ledrutere  mored 
for  ID  Address  to  his  majesty,  which  not  being 
apposed,  a committee  was  appointed  to  draw 


le  up, 

Mr.  LccHnn'i',  in  his  speerh  for  this' Ad- 
dress, nnimndvortod  upon  such  of  the  mem- 
bers a.s  lind  lately  resigned  clicir  plarL*s,  as  if 
tliey  intoudeil  to  drsrress  the  king’s. nS'ain. 

blr.  Walpole  titougl.t  fit,  in  bis  own  vindica- 
tion, to  say,  Tlist  persons  wim  imd  accepted 
pla^  in  tlie  gOTemment,  hud  after)  beet)  re- 
aeoied  on  for  carrying  on  desigiis,  and  nciin^ 
enmrary  to  the  interest  of  their  country;  but 
that  he  liud  nerer  heard  a man  found  fault 
with,  for  laying  down  one  of  the  most  profitable 
places  in  the  kingdom  : dint,  for  bis  own  part, 
u be  would  liave  complied  with  some  measures, 
it  bad  not  been  iti  the  power  nf  any  of  the 
praant  miuisters  to  remove  him  ; but  that  he 
had  reasons  for  resigning  iiis  eiqployment^ 
with  which  lie  liml  ncrjiiainted  bis  majesty,  and 
■oitlit  perhaps,  in  a proper  time,  declare  them 
to  the  House.  In  the  mean  while  the  tenour 
of  bis  conduct  should  shew,  that  he  never  io- 
teaded  to  moke  the  king  uneasy,  or  to  embar- 
liis  nfikirs ; and  concluded  with  moving, 
That  the  bill,  ‘ For  redeeming  the  Duty  on 
'Houses,'  &c.  might  be  reed  a second  time. 
•JpoD  this 

Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  represented,  That 
*"eral  tilings  in  tlint  bill  wanted  to  be 
*®*oded  and  rectified,  and  therefore  he  moved, 
the  tecond  reading  of  it  might  lie  put  off 
" the  next  day  se'nmght  j which  was  ordered 
•Pvofrtingly.  Ho  likewise  innde  use  of  that 
Jportoni^  to  take  notice  to  die  House,  That 
■P  nudetwood  It  had  been  the  common  prac- 
•w*  af  those • 

«f  die 


- treasury, 
VouVii/’ 


y,  to  make  Ddrgains  for  the  pub- 
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lie,  with  the  governors  and  direemn  nf  oom- 
puuies,  by  which  sume  private  udvantagea 
were  genemlly  made  ; but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
such  bargains  ought  to  be  made  at  the  bar  of 
the  House,  by  the  representatives  uf  all 
Commons  of  Great  Britain ; and  if  any  ad- 
vantages coold  be  made,  the  public  ought  h> 
bave  the  benefit  of  tbeoi. 

The  Comnonf  Address  of  Tbanki^  MayT. 
Mr.  Lccbiiiero  reported' the  Address  to  liis 
follows : 


majesty,  s 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

“ Wo  your  majesty’s  «no«  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  nasembied,  crave  leave  to  apiiroacfa 
your  sacred  person,  widi  hearts  full  of  grad- 
tude  to  your  imyesty  for  tlie  many  gracious 
declarations  you  have  heco  pleased  to  make 
to  tn  from  the  throne. 

“Our  duty  to  your  majesty, nnd  our  concern 
for  the  security  of  your  luiigdniDs,  at  a dme 
when  the  iiBtiuii  was  threatened  with  a despe- 
rate invasion,  obl^ed  us  to  make  prnvision  far 
keeping  up  such  a body  of  Land  Forces,  as 
might  shew  tliat  we  were  in  a posture  of  de- 
fence; but  your  majesty  having  grounds  to 
bope,«n  the  arrival  of  your  Fleet  in  the  Sound, 
that,  by  Che  blessing  of  God,  a check  will  be 
put  to  that  dusign,  we  must  for  ever  acknow- 
ledge, that  tbc  early  directions  you  have  been 
pleased  lo  give  for  reducing  such  a.  body  of 
lliose  Load  Forces,  U the  most  acceptable 
pledge  you  could  give  your  people  of  your  tea- 
derness  for  tlicin  ; ond  that  your  majesty  has 
nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  their  present  and 
future  wulfiire,  and  is  such  an  instance  of  your 
great  wisdom  and  goodness,  as  must  for  ever 
endear  your  inajesiy  to  all  your  subjects. 

'*  We  are  bound  to  express  our  just  saiisb^ 
tioii  iu  your  graciuus  iiicentionB  of  mercy,  ae 
being  highly  condacive  to  the  traiiquillily  of 
the  kingdom,  and  a cooriDcnig  proof  of  yuur 
piajesty's  desire  to  reign  in  ibeaffeciioDS  of  all' 
your  subjects. 

We  have  so  often  experienced  the  hapfiy 
effects  of  the  confidence  we  have  reposea  in 
your  majesty,  that  we  can  never  entertain  any 
duubt  of  the  due  applicaiioo  of  any  Supplies 
granted  hy  us ; and  do  receive,  io  die  mokt  du- 
tiful and  aScciioaote  manner,  your  majesty’s 
promise  tolay  (be  Accounts  of  such  appiicnuon 
before  us,  as  a great  instaace  of  your  justice  tu 
the  uatioo. 

“ We  are  truly  teaaihla  how  much  the  ease 
and  prosperity  of  your  subjects  depends  on  the 
accomplishing  chat  great  and  necessary  work, 
of  reducing  the  jfnblic  Debts,  and  are  resolved 
to  carry  ic  on  in  the  most  effectual  manner, 
with  just  regard  to  pariiaroencary  credit. 

“ We  are  likewise  resolved,  by  the  dispatch 
and  unnuimity  uf  our  proceedings,  to  convinM 
the  world,  that  we  are  inviolaWy  engaged  in 
duty  and  affectinn  to  your  most  sacred  person 
and  government,  on  the  support  of  which  the 
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Hr.  Shippen  mottt  for  Tt-eamnitling  tht 
Aiidrm.]  After  tbe  reading  the  above  Ad- 
dress, 

Mr.  Shippen  moved  to  bare  it  re-committed; 
and  that  an  Amendment  might  be  made  to 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  Army, 
nfaicli  he  proposed  to  be  as  follows,  viz.  ' And 
' your  loyal  Commons  have  no  doubt  but  your 
* majesty  will  he  graciously  pleased  to  make  a 
' further  redtiction  of  the  Army,  and  to  comi- 
‘ one  only  such  a number  of  forces  as  hath 
‘ been  usually  thought,  in  a time  of  peace,  to 
< be  sufficient  for  tbe  security  of  ibis  Kingdom.' 
To  support  his  motion,  lie  icpreseuied  the 
danger  of  a standing  army ; urging.  That  in 
Cromwell’s  lime,  a force  much  less  than  what 
will  remaiu  in  Great  Britain  after  the  reduc- 
tion proposed,  hud  overturned  tlie  monarchy, 
abolished  episcopacy,  put  down  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  driven  the  Commons  from  their 
seats. 

He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bromley,  and 
backed  by  Mr.  Herne  and  general  Boss ; but 
they  were  opposed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Statiliope, 
Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  and  .alto  by 

Mr.  Fullenep,  who  declared,  That  before 
the  discovery  of  the  late  Swedish  Conspiracy, 
while  he  had  the  honour  to  serve  his  majesty 
as  Secretary  at  War,  be  hail  received  such  di- 
rections as  shewed  his  m^csty's  inieotions,  at 
that  time,  to  reduce  still  a greater  number  of 
forces,  than  was  now  proposed  ; and  therefore 
lie  did  not  doubt  liut  his  majesty  trould  dd  it 
as  soon  as  the  safety  of  his  kingdoms  would  ad> 
mitofit.  He  oddM,  That, in  his  opinion,  the 
nation  had  no  reason  to  fear  any  thing  from  an 
army,  who,  for  near  thirty  years  past,  had 
gtveii  sigoal  proofs  of  their  firm  aillicrencc  to 
[be  Protestant  interest,  ami  of  their  zeal  to 
maintain  tiic  liberties  of  llieir  country  ; and 
that  if  there  was  any  danger  at  present,  it  was 
only  from  foreign  counsels. 

At  length  the  ijucstioQ  being  put  upon  Mr. 
Shippen't  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  negativo 
by  a majority  of  168  against  80. 

Papers  relatiag  to  the  6,000  HiBrA  Troops 
in  Scoifond.1  May  8.  Mr.  Pulleney  nequmnted 
the  House,  That  he  was  apprehensive  of  some 
MistnanageiaeDts  and  Imbezzlements  of  the 
public  money,  in  relation  to  the  6,000  Dutch 
troops,  and  tlie  service  in  North  Britnin. 
Upon  this  it  was  resolved  to  present  two  Ad- 
dresses to  his  majesty  ; oua  for  no  Account  of 
the  money  given  for  tbe  payment  of  the  0,000 
Dutch  troops,  taken  into  his  majesty’s  torvice 
during  the  late  Rebellion,  with  the  charge  of 
the  iraosportstioD  of  the  said  troops  forwards 
Mid  backwards,  distingoisbing  eacb  particular 
under  its  respective  h^ ; the  other  lor  an  Ac- 
count of  the  dhitribution  of  the  extraordinaries 
and  contingeacics  issued  out  for  the  service 

Krformed  in  North  Britain  during  the  late  Re- 
llion. 

The  King's  JntPier  to  the  AdJr^  of  TTianA's.l 
¥ny  9.  ‘'I'lfo  HoliM  pWertttatliek  AdHtessof 


7.— Debate  osto  Motion  for  Dr.  Snape  [45g 

Thanks  to  the  king  for  his  Speech,  who  returned 
the  following  Answer : 

" Gentlemen ; 

■'  It  is  with  great  plensure  that  I find  the 
directions  I have  given,  to  make  a Reduedoo  in 
the  Army,  and  my  intentions  to  grant  on  Act 
of  Grace,  nreso  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  toy 
faithful  Commons.  I thank  you  for  the  hearty 
assurances  you  give  me  of  your  affections  to  tny 
person  and  government;  aurl  shall  alwayi 
make  such  an  use  of  the  confidence  you  repute 
in  me,  as  may  be  most  for  the  advantage  of  my 
people.” 

Delate  an  Sir  W.  Wpnd/iatn’s  Motion  foe 
Dr.  Snape  to  preach  before  the  House.]  Muy 
13.  A warm  debate  arose  on  a very  singular 
occasion. 

Sir  IVm.  Wpndham  having  moved.  That  Dr. 
Snape  be  desired  to  preach  before  the  House 
at  Su  Margaret's,  Westminster,  upon  the  S8th 
of  May;  he  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Shippeo, 
and  backed  by  all  the  members  who  had  lately 
resigned  their  employmeois. 

Mr.  HiiratiD  It'afpofe,  who  spoke  first  aftn 
Mr.  Sbippen,  said,  That  it  was  unusual,  on 
such  occiuions,  tp  put  the  negative  on  any 
man,  whom  a member  of  that  House  had 
thought  St  to  name;  and  that  Dr.  Soape  nsi 
not  only  a person  of  merit  and  great  learning 
hot  had  likewise  tbe  honour  to  be  one  of  his 
majesty's  chaplains. 

Mr.  Pobert  Walpole  said,  That  he  knew  Dr. 
Snape  to  be  u very  learned,  niid  a very  honest 
mail : that  he  bad  not  only  entrusted  him  with 
the  educatiiio  of  bis  own  children,  but  alio 
rcconinieiided  tbe  sous  of  the  duke  of  De- 
vonshire and  lord  Townshend  to  his  enre ; niid 
therefore  he  could  not  but  think,  that  he  might 
be  trusted  with  preachinga  Sermon  beforeiiist  . 
assembly. 

Mr.  Lechmereoppoeed  them,  and  said,  That  I 
he  could  not  but  wonder,  tliat  a member  who  ' 
had  been  one  of  the  tnanegers  against  Dr. 
Sacheverel,  should  now  speak  in  behalf  of  a . 
divine  who  had  asserted  the  same  notions  of 
passive  obedience  and  non-resistance,  for  which  i 
the  other  had  been  prosecuted;  and  who  bad 
lately  attacked  a strenuous  and  worthy  chain- 
pinn'of  the  Kevolutiou  aud  Protestant  succes-  j 

hU.  Aislabie  answered,  That  lie  gave  hisvotf 
to  Dr.  Snaps  because  he  looked  upon  him  os  * I 
learned  and  honest  man:  Andasforbnvingwrii'  | 
ten  againitihe  bishupofBangor’sfDr.lIoadley] 
Sermon,  he  did  not  liiink  it  a sufficient  reasos 
to  put  upon  him  u negative,  which  would  b» 
piejudging  of  a controversy  that  did  not  pro"  j 
perly  belong  to  their  cognizance.  I 

Lord  Guems^  also  spoke  in  behalf  of  Dr.  | 

l^r.  Ifungei^ord said,  That  if  thecourthad  || 
not  interposed,  ihedoctotroigbi  have  shown  i»  I 
ffiisliop  Jiue  sport;  bot  that  the  king  lia'i^ 
ordered  Lis  tuinisters  to  disbdnd  part  of  to* 

, army,  they  hod,  by  mistake,  disbanded  tbew*'  I 
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Sir  William  Wyndham's  motiou  being  tbos 
(trongly  tupfiurterl,  and  Mr.  Lechmere  being 
biekedonly  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  Mr.  t^sca'-— 
Mr.  Treby,  and  a few  more,  tUe  quescion 
puc  and  carried  in  ilie  affimmtive,  by  141 
voices  against  131 : and  sir  William  Wyndham 
and  Mr.  Sbippen  were  ordered  to  acquoihc  Dr, 
Snipe  with  tbe  desire  of  the  House.  * 


• “ As  tbe  change  in  the  ministry  had  caused 
t dirisieo  among  the  Whigs,  some  adhering  to 
chose  that  were  iu,  and  others  to  those  that 
were  out  of  plac^  an  opposition  was  formed  by 
those  last  in  conjunction  with  the  Tories,  on  te< 
reral  occasions.  This  evidently  appeared  when 
sir  William  Wyndham  (who  had  been  dis- 
charged) moved,  that  Dr.  Snape  sbouid  be 
Mpninted  to  preach  on  the  Kesturntion  of  king 
Charles.  The  doctor  was  one  of  the  king’s 
ebaptains,  and  master  of  £atr>n-school,  but  was 
of  faigh-cburch  principles,  aud  bad  lately  at- 
tacked the  bishop  ofBaogor.  Tbe  coiilrorcrsy 
meucioned  in  this  debate  between  tbe  bishop  of 
Bangor  and  Dr.  Snape,  was  occasioned  in  this  ' 
manner  s Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadiey,  fnmous  for 
his  steady  adherence  at  nil  times  to  tbe  prin- 
ciples of  the  Revolution,  (for  which  he  had  been 
recommended  to  tbe  throne  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  advanced  to  the  see  of  Bangor) 
had  lately  publisiietl,  ‘ A Preservative  against 
‘ the  Principles  and  Practices  of  the  Nonjurors;’ 

' after  preaclied  a sermon  beibre  the 


tliis  sermon  Dr.  Snnpe  published  an  Answer ; 
and,  presently  after,  the  lower  house  of  Con- 
vocauoQ  (as  they  bad  before  done  with  regard 
to  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke's  Scripture-Doctrine) 
entered  upon  the  subyect,  both  of  tbe  bisliop 
of  Bangor’s  Sermon,  and  of  his  Presefvative. 
They  appointed  a committee  of  six  of  their 
membera,  to  eiamine  tlieio,  and  made  tbeir re- 
port to  the  House.  The  Committee  sat  and 
drew  op  a Representation,  in  wbicli  bnth  the 
Preservative  and  Sermon  were  censured,  as 
tending,  ‘ 1.  To  Subvert  nil  government  and 
‘discipline  in  the  church  of  CorUc,  and  to  re- 
‘duce  his  kingdom  to  a state  of  anarchy  and 
confusion.  And  2.  To  impugn  and  impeach 
‘ the  regal  supremacy  in  causes  ecclesiastical, 

‘ and  theanthority  of  the  legislature,  to  infurce 
‘ obedience  in  matters  of  religion  by  civil  sanc- 
‘tinns.’  This  charge  was  supported  by  passages 
taken  out  of  the  Preservative  and  Sermon,  and 
die  whole  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a Report, 
to  be  laid  before  the  Convocation.  But  the  go- 
vernment, out  of  regard  to  tlie  interest  of  the 
oons^tution,  in  ebur^  and  state,  tliooght  pro- 
per to  put  a stop  to  these  proceedings,  by  a pm- ' 

anion  to  tbe  22d  of  November.  As  this  was 
ostriously  represented  to  be  tbe  effect  of  the 
^hop’s  solicitation,  and  an  argument  of  his 
w,  fiepublicly  declared  before  the  world,  that 
prorogation  was  ordered,  not  only  without 
"je  seeking,  but  without  so  much  as  liis  know- 
iHge  or  even  snspicion  of  any  such  design,  till 

^ was  resolved.  J|  pi.g^c  the 


Proposaisif  the  South  Sea  Company  and  of 
the  Bunk  <y’  England,  for  the  Iteduciion  nf  the 
i^ationalVcbtl^  May  20.  TheComniuiis  bav- 
iug  resolved  ibeiuselves  iuto  a Conimictee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  conader  fortlier  of  ways 
and  means  for  raising  the  Supply,  granted  to 
his  majeity,  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  laid 
before  them  the  respective  Proposals  of  the 
South  Sea  Cooapany,  and  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  which  were  read,.as  follows : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britaiu  in  Parliament  assembled : The  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  Merchants  of 
Great  Britain,  trading  to  the  South  Seas, 
and  other  parts  of  America,  and  for  en- 
couraging the  Fishery,  having  under  tiieir 
consideration,  hnw  they  may  be  most  ser- 
viceable to  his  Majesty  anil  bis  Govern- 
ment, and  to  shew  their  xeal  and  readiness 
to  concur  in  the  great  and  honourable  de- 
sign of  reducing  the  National  Debts,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  consisieiit  with,  and 
for  the  support  of,  Parliamentnry  credit,  do 
humbly  proposi^ 

“ I.  That  they  will  be  content,  and  do 
submit,  that  their  present  capital  stock  of 

10.000. 0001.  be  increased  to  the  sum  of 

12.000. 0001.  either  by  subscription  or  other- 
wise, as  by  their  general  court  sliall  be  thought 
most  exp^ient. 

" 2.  That  the  2,000,0001.  so  to  be  advanced, 
shall  he  paid  into  his  majesty’s  exchequer,  by 
four  equm  payments,  the  last  whereof  to  be 
on  or  before  tbe  2icb  of  December  next,  and 
shall  be  employeil  towards  redeeming  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  charged  on  the  four  Lottery 
Acts  of  1711  and  1712,  and  the  Annuities  of 
31.  per  cent,  payable  for  the  Bankers  debt, 
contracted  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  2,  and 
not  otherwise. 

S.  That  the  present  nitnual  sums  of 
600,0001.  and  8,0001.  payable  to  the  company, 
be  continued  to  them,  fur  and  in  respect  of 
their  said  10,000,0001.,  until  the  44tli  day  of 
June  1718  : and  that  for  the  2,000,0001.  to  be 
advanced  as  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  allowed 
i of 


representation  was  never  approved  of  by  the 
lower-house,  so  as  to  be  m^e  the  act  of  it : 
Though  many  have  been  led  tu  think  it  was, 
by  tbe  artifice  made  use  of  in  the  title-pi^e  to 
the  printed  copy  of  it.  The  prorogation  of  the 
Convocation  did  not  put  an  end  to  the  cniitro- 
versy.  For  several  of  the  members,  since  ihey 
conld  not  attack  the  bishop,  as  a pubbc.assem-- 
bly,  resolved  to  take  up  the  cause  in  a private 
capacity.  Dr.  Sherlock,  who  was  one  of  the 
committee  who  drew  up  the  report,  seconded 
Dr.  Snape,  and  these  two  were  fallowed  by 
many  others,  insomuch  that  the  tracts  published 
on  this  occasion,  on  both  sides,  are  said  to  be 
abontse^ent^.”  Tindal, 
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“4.  That  froin  and  nfter  the  s&id  24th  of 
June  1718,  there  be  payable  to  tks  company, 
by  weekly  payments,  as  (be  funds  shall  pro- 
duce, an  annual  sum  of  600,0001.  being  alter 
(he  rate  of  6/.  per  cent,  per  aanuro,  fur  the 
wh9le  12,000,0001.  together  with  their  pre- 
sent alhiwnnce  of  8,0UUl,  per  annum,  to  con- 
tinue until  redeemed  by  parbamtot,  as  herein- 
after is  nieiitiuneJ. 

“ .5.  That  the  present  duties  and  revenues 
chaigeaLle  with  the  payment  uf  the  present 
annual  luin  of  600,000l!  and  8,0001.  together 
with  such  duties  nad  revenues  as  shall  be  re- 
deemed by  tlic  said  2,000,0001.  to  be  advanced 
nt  aforesaid,  shall  be  continued  and  made  the 
fund  for,  and  cliargrabie  with,  -the  payment 
of  lbs  teremi  annuiocs  which,  pursuant  (o 
tltis  pn.positioD,  shall  become  due  or  payable 
to  the  company,  and  with  all  arrears  thereof, 
incurred  and  to  he  incurred  ; and  that  tlie 
surplus  of  all  the  said  duties  and  rereuues, 
after  such  p.iyutcnt  to  the  company  as  afore- 
stkid,  shall  u applied  and  appropriated  fur  mid 
towards  paying  and  discharging  some  other  of 
the  present  national  debts. 

“ 6.  That  the  sums  un|iaid,  charged  on  die 
general  mortgage,  1710,  which  is  part  of  the 
compnny'spreseni  runds,bepuidout  uf  the  Ag- 
gregate Fund,  to  arise  out  of  the  savings  of  tbe 
several  funds  which  shall  be  redeemed  or  re- 
duced this  session. 

“ 7.  That  all  transfers  of  the  company’s  pre- 
sent and  increased  capital  stock,  shall  be  free 
and  exempt  from  any  further  duties,  than  the 
transfers  nrent  present  subject  to  by  parlia- 
Rient ; and  that  their  present  and  increased 
capital  and  stuck  in  trade,  be  exempt  from  all 
taxes  and  impositions  wliatsoever. 

“8.  The  company  do  submit,  that  the  said  an- 
nual sum  of  600,0001.  fur  the  said  12,000,0001. 
and  the  said  annuel  sum  of  8,0001.  may  be  re- 
deemable by  pnriiament,  upon  s year’s  notice 
to  be  given  by  authority  uf  parliament,  on  any 
of  the  four  usual  quarterly  feast  days,  in  tbe 
ye.ar,  after  the  24tli  of  June  1725 : and  upon 
payment  to  the  said  guternor  and  company 
of  (he  said  capited  sum  of  12,000,0001.  and  all 
arrears  of  the  said  annuai  sums  of  600,000/. 
and  8,0001. 

“ By  order  of  the  general  court  of  the  afore- 
said Governor  auil  Company,  hlay  the  lOih, 
1717.  Joas  Uay,  Secretary.” 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  nssetnbIcH  : The 
Govemur  and  Cuicimny  uf  the  Bank  of 
Hnglnod,  being  willing  to  contribute  thtir 
assistance,  in  the  proposed  design  of  casing 
ihcNatioRol Debts,  insuchmanner  os  may 
be  cunristent  with  the  support  uf  ParlLa- 
mencary  credit, 

“ Unmbly  propose; 

" That  llie  original  fund  of  100,000/ per  an- 
num, payable  to  the  Bank  in  consideration  of 
160,00of.  advanced  for  the  service  of  the  go- 
venuncntj.jtssii&iffiGUTfidilwjlieSiW  til*  Itt  day- 

I 


of  August  1742,  and  a year’s  notice,  as  it  stands 
confirmed  to  them  by  several  acts  of  parlia- 

“ That  they  are  concent  to  accept  to  anneity 
of  88,17dl.  7s.  lO^d.  being  after  the  rate  of 
Si.  per  cenr.  per  annum,  on  the  principal  snm 
of  1,775,0271. 17s.  10d.|,  in  lieu  uf  the  present 
annuity  of  106,S0ll.  13s.  Sd.  payal-le  to  the 
said  governor  and  company  out  of  the  duties 
on  liouses,  to  commence  from  the  25cli  day  of 
March  1718,  subject  to  redemption  by  parlia- 
ment, on  tweivemontbs  notice,  after  tbe  25tb 
day  of  March  1723,  and  repayment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  ull  arrears  uf  the  said  annuity. 

' " As  Co  the  Exchequer-bilh,  issued  by  virtue 
of  several  acts  of  parliament,  and  now  standing 
out  for  456,1251.  principal  money,  or  iberc- 
abouts. 

“ The  said  governor  and  company  are  coa- 
Ceut  to  accept  an  annuity,  after  the  rale  of  51. 
per  ceoc.  per  annum,  for  the  sum  of  2,000,0001. 
gart  thereof  to  commence  iVotn  ihc20tb  day  of 
beptember  1717,  subject  tu  redemption  by 
parliament,  on  twelve  months  Dotice,  after  the 
29tli  day  of  September  1720,  and  repayment  of 
tbe  said  2,000,0001.  and  ail  arrears  of  the  on- 
nutty  attending  the  same. 

“ And  tu  continue  the  drentating,  and  ex* 
changing  for  money,  at  demand,  the  lemainder 
of  the  said  bills,  at  the  present  allowance  of 
31.  per  cent,  par  annum.  And  are  also  con- 
' tent,  that  the  interest  now  payable  on  such 
bills,  may  be  reduced  to  Id.  per  cent,  per  diem, 
from  and  after  the  29th  day  of  September 
1717 ! and  that  tbe  said  interest  may  cease  un 
any  of  tbe  said  bills,  during  ihe  time  that  such 
bills  may  lie  in  the  exchequer,  or  in  the  liaiids 
of  any  public  officers,  provided  that  the  ex- 
chequer-bills hereby  proposed  to  be  circulated 
and  exchanged  for  money;  or  any  of  them, 
be  not  redeemable,  but  upon  12  months  notice 
after  the  29tb  day  of  September  1724,  and  re- 
payment of  the  principal  and  ioterest,  and  all 
arrears  of  the  said  allowance  of  5l.  per  cent, 
per  annum  ; and  that  the  allowauccsof  45,0001. 
per  annum,  and  8,000l.  per  annum,  payable  to 
the  said  governor  and  company,  hj  several 
acts  of  parliament,  for  making  exchequer-hills 
specie,  until  the  same  should  be  reduced  to 
1,900,0001.  be  continued  to  them  until  the  25th 
day  of  March  1716. 

“ Tlint  no  more  exchequer-bills,  or  bills  of 
like  nature,  be  issued  wicbout  consent  of  llie 
bank,  until  such  redemption  be  made. 

“ The  said  covernor  and  company  are  willing 
to  adtance  the  sum  of  2,500,0001.  to  the  pub- 
lic, or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  wanted,  in 
order  to  redeem  tbe  public  funds,  at  such  lime 
and  limes,  before  tbe  25th  of  March  1716, 
und  iu  such  proporiiuns  as  shall  be  found  ne- 
cessary at  an  interest  of  5l.  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, redeemable  by  parliament. 

“ Provided  that  tlie  five  sevenths  excise, 
house  money,  and  duties  of  the  aggregate 
fuad,  be  settled  to  anstver  all  iliese  paymeuls, 
with  preference  to  all  others,  aud  that  the  cor* 
p^rftunaof  dut  i<«u:>tiDue  with  all 
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eapwHti^i  privileges,  nsd  advamagn,  ull  ill 
these  reiieiiiptious  are  mmle. 

■'  And  tint  all  sueli  prtvilegn  and  cleasei 
as  shall  bethought  uecessarjr  und  reasonable, 
to  enable  the  bank  to  perform  the  respective 
services  proposed,  be  inserted  in  ilut  bill  to 
pass  on  thisuecasion,  and  chat  no  fnrther  du- 
ties or  taxes  mujr  be  laid  on  cljcirpresent  or  io> 
creased  stock,  nor  on  nny  transfer  of  the  same, 
nor  on  any  bunds  or  bills  to  be  issued  by  the 
bank  for  die  support  of  their  credit. 

“Signed  by  the  order  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England.  Jo.  luce, 
Secretary.” 

Debate  01  the  $aid  PritpvsaU-]  After  the 
reading  of  these  Proposals, 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  raised  olijeclipns  arainst 
theiD,  particularly  ngainst  dmt  uftbe  SouCn-Sea 
Compaiu.  He  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Buleheson,  who  endeavoured  to  shew, 
That  the  nation  would  scarce  gain  this  year 
100,000/.  by  that  bargain  ; and  therefore  he 
was  for  putting  off  this  affair  till  the  next  ses- 
sion to  give  the  communities  time  to  make 
more  reasonable  proposai.s.  He  was  answer- 
ed by 

Mr.  LoB>ndes,  member  for  St.  Mow's,  and  se- 
cretary to  die  treasury,  who  said.  He  had  mocli 
ado  to  find  out  ibe  meaning  of  the  member 
who  spoke  last ; that  in  the  same  speech  he 
bad  nijranced.  That  the  nation  would  gain  nn- 
ihiav  this  year,  and  cbeii  owned  thatilie  nation 
would  gain  100,000/.  That  supposing  the  gain 
to  be  no  more  than  the  last  mentioned  sum, 
I yet  the  Proposal  of  the  South-Sea  Company 
was  not  to  be  rejected,  since  it  woulil  eimble 
the  nation  to  begin  to  reduce  the  public  debts. 
That  in  cose  the  proposals  of  die  communities 
were  not  thought  reasonable,  iiuthiiig,  in  his 
cipiniun,  could  be  more  effectual  to  bring  die 
communities  to  reason  than  a vote  of  that 
Hoose;  and  tborcfbre  the  Commons  needed 
but  declare  their  intentions,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  hot  the  communides  would  comply  there- 

After  Mr.  Hutclipsop  had  replied  something 
by  way  of  explanation, 

Mr.  Hunge^ord  said.  That  for  Ms  own  part, 
he  ever  was  of  opinion,  thot  the  parliamentary 
fulh  ought  to  be  preserved  untouched  anil  in- 
violable ; thot  by  keeping  up  cho  national 
credit,  England  was  gluiud  with  money,  and 
was  become  the  general  bank  uf  Europe,  while 
raostofthe  neighcouringstatsswere  reduced  to 
straights,  and  wanted  specie.  Tliai  France  had 
lost  her  credit,  or  rather  never  Lad  any ; and  if 
there  was  any  money  in  that  kingdom,  it  was  in 
ihrhandsnf  the  regent;  fur  what  purpose  he  could 
fot  Cell.  Thnt  ihnugh  the  parliamentary  faith 
"ogbt  to  remain  inTinlace,  yet  lie  did  not  doubt 
hut  the  wisdom  of  ihe  representatives  of  the 
nation  could  find  legal  ways  to  reduce  the  in- 
terest of  public  securities,  since  ilie  parlia- 
•aeniary  faith  consisted  only  in  the  securing  the 
raywient  of  the  capita!  sutssndranec-d  by  pri- 
’alejjcrsons  for  the  use  of.  the  public.  That 
hedidnot  ulldeisaaoditwhtt^riiwiijlbhlie febudrli 


pay  a higher  interest  than  a private  oian. 
That  be  knew  by  experience,  and  in  the  course 
ufhis  busiuess,  that  money  may  be  lisd  at  4/. 
per,  cent,  on  aood  securities ; that  there  was  on 
the  fioor  a loeuiher  of  the  House  who  had  lent 
him  Softool,  at  that  rate ; aod  therefore  it  was 
to  be  hoped,  time  the  communities,  duly  weigh- 
ing all  iliis,  would  offer  to  the  House  mure  rea- 
sonable proposals. 

Mr.  John  Smith  backed  Mr.  Huagerford, 
and  .said,  That  one  would  have  expected,  that 
the  coimnuoities  and  monied  men,  who,  to 
make  theoiselvos  popular,  boast  of  tbeir  teal 
for  the  present  government,  should  on  tliis  oc- 
casion, have  given  convincing  prools  of  it,  by 
contributing  more  than  they  offered  to  do,  to- 
wards reducing  the  pubhc  debts,  and  easing  the 
landed  men,  who  for  .so  many  yeora  have  bom 
the  greatest  part  of  the  oational  burdens, 
j That,  ill  bis  opinion,  it  was  of  dangerous  cod- 
I sequence  to  borrow  money  of  the  coramunicies 
' upon  the  foot  of  their  proposals,  since  by  the 
I gnuicing  them  a term  of  years,  the  parliament 
I debarred  themselves  of  the  liberty  of  taxing 
! public  funds,  which  they  had  a ri^t  to  do,  in 
case  of  extreme  necessity,  without  violating  the 
parliamentary  faicb.  That,  fur  hU  own  pai^  be 
thought  the  cranmuoities  ought  to  be  satisfied 
with  one  year's  notice ; but  the  season  being  so 
far  advanced,  that  there  could  not  be  above 
five  months  before  the  uext  session,  he  was  for 
putting  off  this  business  till  then:  and,  in  tlie 
mean  time,  ibe  communities  might  maturely 
consider  of  it.  Hereupon, 

Mr.  HopA:ins,*  a person  extremely  well  con- 


* This  was  the  Mr.  Hopkins  alludeil  to  by 
Pope,  in  his  Epistle  CO  lord  B.tthurst,  on  the 
Use  of  Riches : 

“ P.  What  Riches  give  us  let  us  then  enquire : 
“ Meat,  fire,  and  clothes.  6.  VVhut  more  f P. 

Meat,  Clothes,  nod  Fire. 

" Is  this  loo  littlef  would  you  more  thnn  lire? 
“ Alas ! 'tis  more  than  Turner  fiuils  they  give. 
“Alas!  'th  more  than  (all  his  visions  past), 

“ Unhappy  Wharton,  wakiag  found  at  last! 

“ What  can  they  give?  todyiiigUopkini,Leirs? 


‘‘  When  Hopkins  dies,  a thousand  lights  attend 
“ The  wielcti,  who  living  sav'd  a candle’s  end : 
“ Should'ring  God's  altar,  a vile  image  stands, 

" Belies  his  I'eatuies,  nay  extends  lii>  hands. 

“ lliai  live-lung  «ig  uhich  Gorgon'S  self  might 
“ Eccro.’il  buckle  takes  in  Parian  stuue.  [own 
“ Behold  what  blessings  wealth  to  life  can  lend  I 
“ And  see,  what  comfort  it  affords  our  end  ! 

“ He  was  a cititen,  whose  rapacity  obtained 
him  the  name  of  Vulture  Hiipkins.  He  lived 
worthless,  hut  died  worth  900  000/.  which  he 
would  give  to  no  person  living,  but  left  it  so  as 
not  to  he  iohericed  till  after  the  second  genera- 
tion, His  counsel  representing  to  him  how  many 
yean  it  must  be  before  this  canid  take  effect, 
nml  that  his  money  could  only  lie  at  interest  all 
-ihatKtiiiiC)'ik«.<ex{>i«tiiedj^;enht)by  fiwreat,  end 
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verMd  io  monej-mitters,  and  mocb  concaroed 
in  (he  public  funds,  spnki-  in  bebnlf  of  ihe  com- 
inuniiiirs,  sndsnid.  in  substance,  Xhnt  he  had 
as  great  a regard  to  the  landed,  ns  lo  ihe  uo- 
interest;  not  ool;  hccnusc  be  had,  God 
be  thanked,  some  land  of  his  own,  but  also  be- 
cause be  »B5  satisfied  that  the  landed  and  mo- 
filed  interests  are  eatirelj  the  same,  since  cbe 
value  of  land  rises  nr  falls  in  pcopurliun  to 
the  plenty  or  scarcitT  of  money.  That  in  the 
course  of  business,  it  is  usual  fur  those  who 
borrow,  to  propose  some  advautnge  to  the 
lenders;  but  that  nn  this  occasion,  the  Com- 
munities were  so  far  from  getting  any  thiog  by 
advancing  money  to  the  govemment,  that  on 
the  contrary,  they  eacriRced  their  own  interest 
to  that  of  toe  public.  That  if  the  thing  was 
rightly  coDsidered,  it  would  be  round,  chat  tlic 
persons  concerned  io  the  Smith  Sm  Stock,  by 
contenting  themselves  with  im  interest  of  6l. 
per  cent,  instead  of  six,  to  which  cliey  are  in- 
tituled by  an  act  of  parliament,  Hid,  in  reality, 
lose  30/.  in  every  130/.  so  that  the  company,  by 
acceptiug  the  same  uniiuity  fur  twelie  imliiiias 
wbirb  liiey  had  before  for  leu.  did  in  efteci  pre- 
sent the  goveruiuent  with  two  millions,  which 
being  applied  to  the  paying  ofTlhe  Lotteries  and 
other  redeemable  Fuads,  great  advantages  tniglit 
thereby  accrue  to  the  public,  Time  be  could 
not  forbear  takingnocire  of  what  hod  been  sug- 
gested by  some  people  without,  TImuhe  interest 
of  cbe  public  funds  might  be  reduced  ut  once 
by  an  net  of  parliament;  but  ihuc  he  hoped  no 
such  thing  was  ever  intended  by' any  that  sat  in 
that  House ; for,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  not  be 
done  without  violating  the  parliamentary  faith, 
and  giving  a dangerous  wound  to  public  credit. 
This  speech  was  iinswered  by 
hlr.  Aitlabie,  wbo  look  notice,"  That  of  late 
years  the  Companies  of  monied  men  were  grown 
so  proud,  as  not  only  to  treat  familiarly  with 
the  parliament,  but  even  to  pretend  to  dictate 
to  them ; that  therefore  it  was  high  time  to  give 
tbem  a check,  aod  let  them  know,  that  the  landed 
men,  and  their  representatives,  were  masters 
of  ibe  mainspring  and  stock  of  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  cne  kingdom  : and  concluded,  for 
putting  off  this  business  until  the  next  session.'’ 
Hereupon, 

Colonel  ifiirtin  Bladen*,  Comptroller  of 
the  Mint,  shewed  bow  dangerous  it  was  to  delay 
an  affair  of  so  great  importance,  and  he  was 


said,  " They  would  be  as  long  in  speiidine, 
as  he  had  been  in  getting  it."  But  the  Clian- 
cery  afterwards  set  aside  the  will  and  gave  it  to 
(he  heir  at  law.”  Pope’s  Works,  vol.  3,  p.  28i, 
Bowles's  Edit.  1800. 

* “ Colonel  Martin  Bladen  was  a man  of 
some  liceratare,  and  translated  Cesar’s  Com- 
mentaries. He  was  uncle  to  roy  dear  and  In- 
inenCed  friend,  Mr.  William  Colhos  tlie  poet,  to 
whom  he  Ipfk  an  estate,  which  he  did  not  gee 
possession  of  till  his  faculties  were  deranged 
aod  becouid  not  enjoy  it.  I remember  Collins 
told  me  that  Bladen  had  given  to  Voltaire  all  chat 
account  of  Rsipwflfls  itiscrtetf  ju-iliiSiEwy  on. 
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backed  by  sir  Ftsber  Tench,  member  forSoatb- 
wark.  On  the  other  hand, 

Mr.  FuUotey  said,  Hedid  not  know  what 
private  advantage  some  persons  might  have  ia 
accepting  die  Proposal  of  die  South  Sea  Com- 
pany ; but  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  term  of 
years  ought  to  he  granted,  or,  at  most,  mx  above 
three  years. 

IJr.  Secretary  Stanhope,  licing  sensible  that 
iRe  opposition  made  aguinst  llie  Proposals  of 
the  Communities,  aud  die  reflection  of  private 
advantage,  were  chiefly  levelled  against  bim, 
thought  lit  to  viodicnte  liimseli’:  "He  iiigenu- 
ously  owned  his  inciipacity  fir  the  affairs  of  the 
Treasury,  which  were  so  remote  from  Ids  studies 
and  inclination,  that  tlierelbre  lie  would  fain 
have  kept  tliceinplnyinent  he  had  before,  uhich 
was  butli  more  eusy,  and  mure  profitablo  to 
him  ; but  iliac  he  thought  it  Ids  duty  to  obey 
the  king’s  commands.  That,  biwover,  he 
nould  endeavour  to  muke  up,  by  application, 
honesty,  and  dUimeresteilness,  what  he  wanud 
in  aliilities  nmi  eipericnce.  Time  he  would 
content  hiniEeif  wiili  the  salary  an<l  lawful  per- 
quisites of  liisutScc ; nod  though  he  liod  quitted 
a better  place,  he  woiiiil  not  quarter  himself 
upon  any  body  to  make  it  op : that  he  had  no 
brothers,  iiur  other  relations,  to  provide  fori 
and  iliai,  upon  hisbrscenu-ring  iniQ  the  Trea- 
sury, he  had  made  a standing  order  against 
(he  late  practice  of  gramiog  Reversions  of 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  who  tbouglii  himself  re- 
flected on  in  what  Mr.  Secretary  Staiihupe  bad 
said,  replied  with  great  waruiib,  complaining  of 
breach  of  friendship,  and.  betrayiug  private 
conversation.  Ho  frankly  owned.  That  while 
lie  was  in  employment,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
serve  his  friends  and  relations;  than  which,  in 
his  opinion,  Diithiiig  wus  more  reasonable,  or 
inoiejust;  That  ns  to  the  grouting  reversions, 
be  was  willing  to  acquaint  the  house  with  the 
meaning  of  it:  X'liat  be  had  no  objections  against 
the  German  ministers,  wboui  bis  majesty 
brought  with  him  from  Hanover,  and  wbo,  as 
far  as  he  had  obserred,  had  all  along  behaved 
themselves  like  men  of  honour  ; but  that  there 
WHS  a mean  fellow,*  of  what  nation  he  could 
not  tell,  wbo  took  upon  hini  to  dispose  of  em- 
ployments ; that  this  man  having  obtained  the 
grant  of  a Reversion,  designed  for  bis  son,  Mr. 
Walpole  chimglit  it  too  good  for  him,  and 
therefore  kept  it  for  bis  own  son.  That  liiere- 
upon  that  foreigner  was  so  saucy  as  to  demand 
of  him  the  sum  of  3,500/.  under  preieoce,  (hat 
he  had  been  offered  so  oiucb  for  the  said  Re- 
version;  but  that  he  was  wiser  than  to  com- 
ply with  bis  demand.  And  that  one  of  die 
chief  reasons  that  mode  biin  resign  his  places, 
was,  because  he  would  not  conuive  at  seme 
things  that  were  corryiog  oo. 


the  Epic Poetsof  all  Nations;  and  that  Voltaire 
seemed  before  intirely  ignorant  of  (be  name 
and  character  of  Cambens.”  Dr.  Joseph 
WarCon.  Note  to  Duociad,  b.  4. 1.  SCO. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  answered.  Mr. 
Walpole  replied  ; and  some  hard  expres- 
lioii!  having  escaped  them  in  the  lieacofthe 
depute, 

Mr.  Hunger/ord  codcnvouccd  Co  pul  a atop 
(oit.  lam  sorry,  said  he,  lu  see  these  Cwti 
great  toen  fall  foul  on  one  another ; Itowever, 
in  my  opinion,  we  must  still  look  cipon  them  as 
patriots,  and  fathers  of  ibcir  country ; and 
tigee  they  bare,  by  mischance,  discovered  tlieir 
nakedness,  we  ought,  according  to  the  custoiu 
of  tJie  East,  os  ilie  Scripture  tells  us,  cover  it  by 
(uraiiig  our  back  upon  . ihem.  He  added,  that 
this  unlucky  accident  had,  linwover,  produced 
some  good,  in  iliac  it  iiad  revealed  a piece  of 
KKuet  husiory,  vti.  the  scandalous  practice  of 
selling  places  and  rereraltnis  ; wid  therefore  he 
mured,  That  the  honourable  loeiobcr  who  mode 
(he  discovery,  might  be  called  upon  tn  nnioe 
the  person.  'Nub^y  seconding  this  motion, 

Sir  JoKph  Jekpli  brought  back  the  iitcenuon 
sF  tba  assembly  to  the  business  under  consider* 
ation,  ngd  shewed  the  danger  of  puttuig  off  till 
the  next  winter,  the  cniiclusion  of  an  nfUr  of 
fogreatcuiisrquence.  Hewas  backed  by 

Mr.  Aitlabie,  who  said,  That  as  he  never  de- 
signed, so  he  would  not  be  thought  to  oppose 
any  tliing  that  serried  the  face  of  public  good  ; 
■n'd  (berefore  he  was  forgrauting  totheSoutb 
Sea  Company  theterm  of  yenrs  chut  bad  been 
mentioned,  vis.  six  years,  nnd  a year’s  notice. 

The  question  beiug  put  thereupon,  it  wns 
carried  without  dividing.  The  Speaker  huviog 
resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Boscawen  acted  the 
partofa  common  friend,  between  Mr.  Secretary 
olanhnpe  und  Mr.  Walpole,  saying,  That  It  wos 
nelandiuly  to  see  that  any  dilfereiice  should 
happen  between  those  two  wortliy  members, 
unoecoming  iheirownchamcter^  and  the  dig- 
nity of  that  assembly  ; but  llint  it  would  alill  be 
a grr.iler  misfortune,  if  they  should  go  out  with 
any  resentment;  nud  therefore  be  mored,That 
the  House  wuuld  lay  tbeir commands  upon  them 
that  no  farther  noiice  be  hakun  of  what  had 
passed.  Mr.  Methuen  secoudedMr.  Boscawen, 
whose  motion  being  ununimously  agreed  to,  the 
Speaker  put  it  immediately  in  necutiun. 

Tht  E'iri  oj  Otfard’r  Petiiwn  to  be  tried.] 
May  21.  The  eail  of  Oxford  presented  a Pe- 
tition to  the  House  of  Lord^  setting  forth : 
“ That  Articles  of  Impeachment  were  brougl  t 
op  bv  the  House  of  Cuinmons  against  him,  the 
9th  iif  July  1715.  at  which  lime  he  was  com- 
siiUrd  ; and  on  the  3ad  of  August  additional 
Articles  were  brought  up ; nnd  the  3rd  of  Sept, 
the  pciiiioner's  Answer  was  delivered ; and  os 
the  I9iii  of  Sept.  Che  Commous  joined  issue,  by 
ZUpticj'ion : and,  after  several  adjnummeat^ 
ihe  parliament  re.ossemhled  dn  the  0th  of  Jan. 
1718,  and  coociaued  sitting  until  die  S6cb  of 
June  mt>;  upon  which  day  bis  majcsiy  was 
pleased  to  put  an  end  to  that  session  of  psriia- 
meat,  by  a prorogation;  and  on  the  20th  of 
Pebruary  last  bis  majesty  opened  tliis  present 
■essioD ; and  the  Petitioner  bos  remained  a pri- 
soner since  thstiiiaiti-.flfb 
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praying,  “ That  this  House  will  take  tlis 
ciicurasiaoces  of  his  case  into  their  consider»- 
tion  ; being  assured  that  tlieir  luedships  will  de- 
termine thereupon  according  to  the  rules  of 
Justice  nnd  course  of  ]inrliamenc,  and  that  it 
was  not  their  iutentinu  that  liis  coiidaemeac 
should  be  indefinite.” 

Debate  ahetier  the  Earl’t  Impeaclwtenl  mac 
luperteiled  by  a Prorogution.]  The  lord  Tre- 
vor, who  presented  the  above  Petition,  spoke 
in  the  earVs  behalf,  and  was  seconded  by  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  lord  llnrcourt,  the  earls 
ofNottingham  and  Abingdon,  nnd  lord  North 
and  Grey.  It  was  su^csted,  That  the  Im- 

feacliincnt  was  determined  by  the  incervetiiog 
roroijatioii  of  the  pariiameot;  wliicb  being  op- 
posed by  luril  Couiiigsby,  a Cunimiiteewas  ap- 
pointed tn  search  preceaenis. 

ilay  25th,  lord  Trevor  made  his  Report  from 
the  said  Committee,  upon  which  the  question 
was  put,  Whether  the  earl  of  Oxford’s  Impeacb- 
meot  was  determined  by  the  intervening  Pro- 
rogatioD  f The  dukes  ofBuckinrliam  and  An- 
gyle,  theenrtsofNuttingbsaiiAbingdon,  Ayies- 
ford,  and  Hay,  lord  North  and  Grey,  were  for 
iheatErmntive  : but  tfac  earl  ofSunderland  nnd 
lord  Coningsby  maioinioed  llie  negative  ; and 
the  lords  narcuurt  and  Trevor  being  of  this  last 
opinion,  the  question  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive by  87  voices  against  45. 

Pratett  on  that  ocrastoo.l  Thereupon  th 
following  Protest  was  entered. 

“ Dissentient'. 

1.  “ Because  there  seems  to  be'no  difierencs 
ID  law  between  a Prorogation  and  a Dissolo- 
tion  of  a parliament,  whicli,  in  constant  prac- 
tice, have  had  the  some  effect  as  to  determina- 
tion, both  of  judicial  and  legislative  proceed- 
ings; and  consequently  this  Vote  may  tend  to 
iveaken  liie  Resolution  of  this  House,  May  23, 
1885*,  which  was  founded  upon  the  law  and 
practice  of  parlinmentin  all  ages,  wicbnuc  one 
precedent  to  ilie  contrary,  except  in  cases 
which  happened  after  the  Order  madetbe  19th 
of  March,  1878,  which  was  reversed  and  an- 
milled  in  1685 ; and  in  pursuance  hereof,  the 
earl  ofSalisbniy  was  discharged  in  1600. 

3.  “ Beenuse  this  can  never  be  extended  to 
any  but  peers,  for  by  the  statute  4 Edward  8, 
no  Commoner  can  be  impeached  for  any  capi- 
tal crime ; and  it  is  hard  to  conceive,  why  the 
peers  sboald  be  dtstitiguished  end  depriv'M  of 
the  benefit  of  all  tbc  laws  of  liberty,  to  which 
the  meanest  commoner  in  Britain  is  iiititled; 
and  this  si  ems  the  more  extraordinary,  becnose 
it  is  done  niiasked  of  the  Commons ; who,  as  is 
conceived,  never  can  ask  it  with  any  colour  of 
law,  prec^ent,  reason  or  Justice.  (Signed) 
Nouiiighain,  F.  Roffen',  North  and  Grey, 
Bathurst,  Abingdon.  Mansell,  Hay,  GailTord, 
Dartmouth,  Foley,  Bruce." 

After  this,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  moved 
for  fixing  a day  for  the  Trial  of  the  said  earl; 
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Dpon  Khich  a ComDiitte^  Ka»  appointed  to 
•earch  (ha  Joaranls  nf  the  House  forprecedenU 
of  the  Lords  proceedings  in  lire  like  cases. 

Debate  tnt  a Motion  for ,^'n^  a day  Jor  the 
Xrul  of  the  KerL  of  O^brd.]  May  li7.  Tlie 
lord  Trevor,  from  the  Lords  Committees,  made 
a Report,  containing  several  Precedents  from 
Che  jeor  1606  to  J716,  of  the  Lords  appointing 
the  tlay  of  Trial  upon  Impeaclmieuis  of  the 
HiiDseofCummons,  The  clerk  having  read  the 
said  Report  a second  lime, 

The  Duke  of  BucIUagham  made  a speech, 
wherein,  among  other  things,  hit  grace  repre< 
sented,  That  it  concerned  the  whole  peerage 
uf  Great  Britain,  to  put  a speedy  end  to  this 
aSiir,  because  the  peers  are  chiefly  liable  to 
prosecutions  of  this  nature.  That  he  would  not 
enter  either  into  tJie  merits  of  the  cause,  or  into 
the  reasons  which  the  Commons  had  for  not 
prosecutuig  their  Impeachment;  but  that  it  was 
certain,  that  the  peer  who  occasioned  this  de- 
bate, had  been  confined  about  two  years;  that 
unleu  this  House  interposed,  his  imprisoomeot 
might  become  perpetual;  and  therefore,  since 
it  appeared  by  so  great  n number  of  precedents 
as  had  been  ' laid  before  them,  that  the  peers 
bate  an  uncontested  right  to  appoint  the  day  of 
Trial,  tliey  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  make  use  of 
that  right  on  this  occasion.  That  he  doubted 
not  but  all  the  members  of  that  ntseuihly  erould 
readily  agree  with  hiia  ns  to  the  thing  itself; 
aud  if  chero  were  any  diOerenee  nl  opininns 
amongst  them,  it  would  be  as  to  the  day.  That 
considering  the  advanced  season  of  the  year, 
and  tlie  approach  of  summer,  which  rsiidGred 
(he  being  in  town  very  distigreeablc  and  incom- 
modious, be  tlioughc  not  only  both  tiuuies  of 
parlkmcnc,  but  the  king  himself,  would  he  glnd 
of  a recess,  to  enjoy  the  country  uik;  and  there- 
fore he  ^TBS  for  appuialing  u short  day,  and 
named  tlie  6th  ufJune  fultnwing. 

The  LerdFcrrcrssccoiided  the  duke  uf  Buck- 
inelmm ; but 

The  Earl  uf  Sunderland  answered,  That  no 
man  had  a greater  r^ard  to  tlie  privileges  of 
the  peerage,  or  would  do  more  to  luainlaio  them 
than  himself : that  be  had  a bcaccy  concern  for 
the  soflerings  of  those  who  have  the  misfurUne 
to  lie  under  luipeachmeDts  s that  be  bad  al- 
ready comrdoiiied,'in.tJie  cose  of  the  ear!  of 
Sezalford,  of  the  delays  oftlieCuinmona  in  tfaue 
prosecutiunv,  because  be  liwughc  the  nboic 
peerage  oonuerned  therein : but  that  there  might 
be  just  reasons  fur  these  delays ; and  therefore, 
to  preserve  agoodcarrespoodence  between  the 
two  Houses,  tm  was  cither  for  sending  a Mes- 
sage to  the  Cpmoiona,  to  know  wilder  they 
were  ready  for  the  Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford, 
or  to  fix  the  I3th  of  Juoe  fur  the  said  Trial. 

The  ijiri  Toointhtnd  said,  That  the  Satur- 
day before,  vvlien  another  question  relating  to 
this  afT.dr,  was  under  dabaie,  the  Bouse  icemed 
Inclined  to  appoint  a' short  day;  that  a noble 
lord  had  made  a motion  fur  it;  and  so  he  was 
forTliB  6th  of  June. 

The  Ddkd'bf-  Tlk'a.ktirg’llUir'Rid,'  Tbl'UoHe' 


peer  ought  not  to  hriug  in  a motion  made  be- 
Ihre,  ns  an  instance  of  the  sense  and  inotinaiiaa 
of  the  House;  urging,  That  a moiion  is  nothin* 
of  itsellj  unless  it  he  seconded,  and  afterwards 
confirm^  by  a rote;  but  that  any  memUeruf 
that  assembly,  was  at  liberty  cu  name  what  day 
he  pleased.  After  this 
The  Lnrd  Coningsbi/  made  n speech,  import- 
ing, That  it  appeared,  indeed,  by  (he  Report 
of  the  Cnmmittee,  that,  in  cases  of  loipeai^-  ' 
meats,  the  Lords  hare  the  right  to  appoint  the 
dayofTrial;  but  that  it  appeared,  at  the  same 
time,  that  tliey  had  seldom  exercised  that  right,  ' 
till  after  they  had  been  acquainted  hy  the  Com- 
mons, that  they  were  renily  for  the'frial.  Thsi  ' 
if  the  peers  acted  otherwise  on  this  occasion,  it 
might  create  a misunderstanding  between  boili 
Houses,  which  might  beatteiided  with  dnugerons  ‘ 
consequences,  liiat  the  instance  of  (he  fuur  ' 
peers  who  were  impeached  towards  Iheend  of  I 
the  late  king  William's  reign,  which  was  much  I 
insisted  on,  was  an  odious  precedent,  and  such 
as,  he  fiopcd,  would  not  ho  followed  at  this 
time.  ThnE  therefore,  before  they  proceeded 
farther  they  shoold  senda  Message  to  the  Com- 
mons, to  give  them  norice  to  prepare  for  the 
Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  ; and  then,  upon 
their  Answer,  the  peers  miglit  determine  what 
they  should  think  proper.  I'rging,  that  this 
mecliod  appeared  the  more  rcasounble,  hecaose 
several  nrcidents  had  intervened,  wliicli  bed  in- 
terrupted  die  proceedings  of  (be  Commons,  and 
in  particular,  tlie  proruratlon  of  the  parliv  . 
ment.  That  he  would  ^arge  no  body  with  ' 
such  a design ; hut  that  he  could  not  tbrfaeac 
saying,  that  tlie  snid  prorogatioD  seemed  to  ' 
luivc  no  ulhcr  view,  thau  to  screen  great  of-  | 
fenders  from  the  justice  of  the  naiiun  ; and  that  | 
tilt*  was  the  more  apparent,  from  the  greU 
struggle  there  was  in  that  [louse,  the  Saturday  I 
before,  to  procure  .a  vote,  Tliat  the  Impeactn 
ments  were  supenedeil  by  the  prorogatioa. 
That  this,  however,  was  ccruin,  thnt  the  Com- 
mons had  thereby  lust  the  living  evidence  they 
had  in  their  baodi ; nne  Prior,  nue  Harley,  &c. 
Itaving  been  set  at  liberty  by  the  prorogation- 
Several  peer.-  seemed  oiferided  at  ius  lord- 
siiip’s  naming  arsons  in  iltai  manner ; and  i 
The  Lord  NortA  and  Grey  said  thereupon,  I 
TImr  (hat  noble  lurri  Imrl  l«en  so  lung  among  L 
the  Commons,  that  he  appeared  to  hevery  well 
ncqiiainied  with,  and  inuch  c'incerned  for  their 
privileges:  hut  tlint  lie  must  give  leave  to  those 
who  were  born  pcerq,  to  lake  care  of  (heir  own. 
That  the  greatest  prvrhgative  of  tlie  peers  was 
to  be  the  supreme  court  of  jud'catiire;  nad  as 
they  were  the  ileiiiier  resort  of  justice,  so  he 
doubled  not  hut  they  would  ever  make  ju-dee 
the  standard  of  their  proceedings.  Tbit  the 
whole  peerage  was  cunccniaUiii  tire  earl  ofOz* 
ford’s  cust;  and  (herefire  he  was  for  appoint- 
ing tire  siiort  day  iliai  bad  been  named  lor  bit  I 
Trial.  ' 

The  Duke  of  Buckingbum,  who  hacked  th»  ' 
speech,  animadverted  upon  what  lord  Cm'U'g*" 

M had  insinuated  ahout  the  prorogaiiu(i,sayin6 
Tlkb  iulir  'iluiiiztsailidil  ‘Vidli  firnigniog 
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ro;kl  preragadvo  of  proroguing  aud  dissolving 
parlismenis,  wheaever  the  cronn  ibioks  it  con- 
vniieiit,  or  the  king's  priv^  council,  who  oiighl 
advise  (he  eaercise  uf  (lie  said  prerogative. 

The  Lord  Hurceurt  having  slierved  the  iie- 
cesssit;  of  putting  an  emi  to  this  affuir,  said, 

Tbe;ru(>ght,  m his  opinion,  to  give  the  Coin- 
laonl  a longer  dny  than  bad  yet  been  proposed; 
that  bn  this  occosiao,  they  ooght  to  proceed  ac> 
cordiiigcothe  rules  of  equity  and  justice,  and 


1 of  the  inferior  courts,  who,  the  longer 
cause  had  been  suspended,  by  anforesoen  inter* 
ruptiuns,  allowed  the  more  time  to  tlie  counsel 
to  prepare  for  trial.  That  it  was  his  opinioo, 
that  tlic  longer  day,  provided  it  were  peremp- 
tory, was  the  shortest  way  to  make  an  end  of 
tbU  business ; for  if  they  appointed  a short 
day,  the  saoieruight  occasion  disputes  bettvecn 
the  two  Houses,  which  would  take  up  a great 
deal  of  time ; That  it  was  to  be  hopM,  tbnt  if 
efae  peers  allowed  a reasouable  lime  for  the 
Trial,  the  same  would  not  be  prevented  by  a 
prorogation;  especially  considering,  bow  long 
the  peer  who  lay  under  an  impea^ment,  had 
been  confined. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  said  tbeieupon. 
That  he  did  not  uuderstnnd  the  paradox  that 
wasjusc  nowadvaoced,  viz.  That  ttae  longest  day 
was  the  shnrtesl  way  to  come  to  a determination 
of  this  adhir : that  let  the  peers  appoint  what 
day  they  tliink  6c,  yet  Che  Cuininuns  have  still 
a right  tu  demand  more  time,  nor  can  the 
Lords,  in  justice,  deny  it,  if  die  Comiaons 
shew  just  reasons  for  their  demand.  And  us 
for  the  prorogation,  which  it  was  apprehended 
might  prevent  the  Trial,  the  same  entirely  de- 
pended on  the  royal  prerogative;  and  if  such  a 
thing  should  happen,  nobody  could  say  any 
thing  to  it;  concluding,  that  whatever  he  liad 
said  on  this  occasion,  was  merely  out  of  regard 
to  public  justice,  and  to  the  prerogatives  of  the 
peerage : for,  he  Iioped,  no  body  would  suspect 
him  of  partiality  Co  tiic  lord  who  occasiuued 
this  debate. 

The  ifith  of  June  appointed  for  tkeTrial  tf\ 
the  Barlcf  Orfard.']  Then  the  question  being  ' 
put,  That  the  0th  or  June  be  appointed  for  tiu 
Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer 
it  was  carried  in  the  n^ative  by  8S  votci 
•gainst  44.  Then  it  was  resolved,  without  di- 
viding, that  the  IScb  of  June  be  appointed; 
•nda  message  was  immediately  sent  “ 
Commonsto  acquaint  them  therewith. 

May  30.  The  Commons  having  taken  the 
said  Message  into  consideration,  appointed  a 
Committee  to  consider  of  tbeState  of  the  Im- 
peachment against  the  said  earl.  Several  mem- 
Ws  of  the  Secret  Comiuittee,  who  first  pushed 
ra  that  prosecution,  being  c.illed  up  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  ns  sir  Richard  Onslow,  the 
^rd  Coningsby,  and  sir  Robert  Marsbum 
Mme  absent,  and  nthen  grown  remiss  and  io- 
^erentin  the  iiialter,  it  was  thought  proper 
h}  supply  those  defects,  by  addbg  to  the  re- 
•tsining  members  of  the  said  Secret  Com- 


serj.  Birch,  seij.  Fengelly,  serj.  Reynolds,  and 
Mr.  Guidott,  And  it  was  ordered,  That  Ibe 
said  Committee  have  power  to  send  fur  per- 
ns, papers,  und  records,  and  to  adjourn 
Bucli  limes  and  places  ustliey  should  think  fit. 


Dr.  Sttape  has  the  Thunks  of  the  House  for 
his  Serman.']  The  same  day,  sir  William  Wyud- 
liaui  moved.  That  the  Thanks  of  the  House  be 
given^o  Dr,  Siiape,  fur  the  bermon  by  bin 
preached  before  this  House  the  day  before,  at 
St.  Margaret’s  Westminster,  and  that  he  be  d^ 
sired  to  print  the  same.  He  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Shinpen,  and  opposed  by  the  same  party 
who  had  apposed  the  doctor’s  preaching,  hut 
ihequesuoii  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
niauve  by  86  voices  agsiust  70. 

June  S.Tlic  Secret  Committee  met  for  the  first 
lime,  and  chose  Mr.  Carter  for  their  Chairman, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  WalpuJe,  who  abseuced 
liiinself;  and  general  Stanhope  li.ippeoing  at 
this  time  to  beindisposed,  the  Committee  met 
several  times  without  being  able  to  do  any  busi- 
ness. This  was  the  reason  why  Tout  other  per- 
sons wereadded  toiherest,  viz.  Mr.  Addison, 
Mr.  Cragg8,jun.  sic  Nathaniel  Mead  and  Mr. 
Jessop. 

Ddmte  on  the  A^ir  of  the  6,000  Dutch 
Troops^  June  4.  The  House,  according  Co 
order,  was  to  resolve  itself  into  a Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  take  into  cnnsideraiioa 
the  several  papers  relating  to  the  Charge  of 
Transportation  of  the  Dutch  Troops,  to  aod 
from  Great  Britain  ; and  likewise  the  Papers 
relating  to  the  contingencies  and  extraordiuariea 
for  services  performed  in  North  Britain  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion  *:  but  the  courtiers  observiug, 
that  the  Tory-party,  now  strongly  reinforced 
by  the  discontented  Whigs,  bad  ^ majori», « 
motion  was  made,  That  the  iugrossed  Malt- 
Bill  be  read  a third  time.  This  motion  being 
contrary  to  order,  was  opposed,  not  only  by  all 
ibe  Tories,  but  alw  by  many  of  tlie  court-party, 
who  were  not  in  die  secret  of  it ; so  that  after 
a debate  of  about  an  hour  the  question  bein^ 
put  was  carried  in  the  n^ative  by  a vast  ma- 
joiiiy.  This  prdiminary  skirmish  had,  how- 
ever, the  eSVci  the  court-party  expected,  which 
was  unly  to  give  time  to  their  abseut  friends  to 
come  to  the  House.  In  the  nie.an  while,  the 
court-party  having  pn>posed  Mr.  Farrer  to  bo 


• “ In  order  to  pass  a censure  on  lord  Cado- 
gan,  Mr.  Pulteney  acquainted  die  Cumnicns, 
that  he  was  apprehensive  of  some  misma- 
nagements and  embezzlement  of  public  rrtonies 
ill  relation  to  the  six  thousaud  Dutch  iroops, 
and  the  service  ill  North  Britain.  Upon  ibis 
it  wte  resolved  to  address  for  an  account  of 
the  money  given  for  the  pay  and  tmnsportation 
of  these  tbrees,  and  of  the  distributinu  of  the 
exlraordinaries  and  contingencies,  for  service 

Eerformed  in  Scotland,  during  the  UebeUinn. 

;ut,  after  all  theinqniry  into  the  afiur  by  Mr. 
Pultenev,  Mr.  Walpole,  and  others,  noihiog 
material  was  found  ugaiast  die  lord  Cadogaa.’* 
Undal.,  , . „ . 
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chairman  of  thegrandcommiitec,Mr.  Walpole 
put  up  Mr,  Edgcombe  in  opposition  to  liiin ; and 
the  former  doubting  their  strength,  chose 
rather  to  yield,  tlian  to  run  thehazara  of  adis* 
appointment;  so  that  Mr.  Edgcombe  was  ac- 
cordingly placed  in  the  chair.  This  done,  the 
Clerk  proceeded  to  the  reading  of  the  Papers, 
that  had  been  laid  before  the  House,  relating  to 
the  transportation  of  the  Dutch  forces,  after 
the  resdmgof  which, 

Mr.  Pultenry  made  a speech,  wherein  be 
shewed.  That  there  hud  been  great  sums  of 
monhy  embezsled  in  this  Expedition  ; that 
he  could  not  fix  the  fraud  upon  any  body;  but 
that  it  plainly  appeared,  that  the  sum  of  up- 
wards of  3,000f.  was  twice  charged  fur  the 
same  service,  yiz.  for  transporting  .the  Dutch 
Forces  into  Great  Britain.  This  was  answer- 

Mr.  Craggs,  who,  iu  particular  shewed  the 
reason,  why  the  respective  sums  of  2,045/.  and 
2,061/.  were  cImrgM  far  Traospons.  On  the 
other  hand,  lieuteoant  general  Maoartney, 
who  had  assisted  the  lord  Cadogan  in  taking 
care  of  the  marching  and'  embarkation  of  the 
Dutch  Troops,  being  examined  at  (he  bar. 
Touched  several  particulars  relating  to  the  pro- 
visions and  transports.  But  nevertheless,  Mr. 
Robert  Walpole,  Mr.  Shippen,  and  Mr,  Smith, 
maintained  Mr.  Fulceney’s  assertion,  with  a 
gr^t  deal  of  wanntli,  and  made  severe  re- 
ileclions  on  the  persons  employed  in  brioglng 
over  theDutcb  Troops.  Oo  the  contrary,  Air. 
Lechmere,  sen.  Stanhope,  Mr.  Hampden, 
sir  William  'Tbompson,  and  Mr.  Aialabie,  spoke 
io  Tindication  of  the  lord  Cadogan. 

Mr.  Rvbert  Walpole  supported  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney’s  charge  with  much  vehemence,  aud  at  two 
diwreui  tunes,  spoke  near  the  space  of  two 
hours,  and  strained  his  voice  to  that  degree, 
chat  he  was  taken  with  a violent  bleeding  at 
the  nose,  which  obliged  him  (o  go  out  of  the 
House ; but  came  back  before  (be  questioii  was 
put.  The  main  stress  of  his  reasoning  was, 
That  by  the  papers  that  bad  been  read,  there 
was  an  apparent  fraud ; though  be  could  not 
say,  but  that  it  might  afterwards  appear  other- 
wise; and  ho  could  not  tell,  but  that  the  lord 
Cadogan  might  produce  other  evidence  toprovc 
bis  innocence. 

Sir  Joseph  JekvU  took  notice  of  the  inconsis- 
tency of  Mr.  k^^lpole's  argument;  for  if  the 
fraud  was  apparent,  it  was  consequently  real; 
and  if  such,  it  was  impossible  to  appear  otbei^ 
wise,  aud  consequently  fur  the  person  on  whotn 
the  iVaud  was  laid,  to  prove  liimself  iimocenc ; 
but  that,  in  his  opinion,  oeitber  was  there  any 
apparent  fraud,  nor,  if  there  were,  could  it, 
with  any  justice  or  equity,  be  clurged  on  the 
lurd  Cadogan,  who,  in  all  this  affair,  acted  only 
as  a pubiio  minister,  and  not  either  as  a com- 
manner,  or  an  agent;  concludiug  with  some 
praises  on  bis  lordship,  who  in  military  affairs, 
held  the  sccuud  rank,  next  to  chat  Great  Man 
to  whom  every  bodyallowed  the  first. 

Mr.  Lethmere  likewise  distinguisbed  himself 
on  this  u^qjfionp,qnd  ^^eduThqif.tltiscDquiiy. 
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was  altogether  frirolsus  and  groundless:  that 
as  it  was  the  result  of  party  pique  and  malice, 
so  it  had  no  tuber  view  tb^  to  blacken  and 
asperse  a person  whose -greatest  crime  wu, 
that  be  had  real  bright  qualities,  that  drowned 
the  tinsel  merit  of  others.  That  this  enquuy 
was  of  die  same  nature  with  (hose  that  bad 
formerly  been  sec  oo  fuot  against  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  tlie  lord  Townsbeiid,  and  an  ho- 
nourable member  of  that  House ; and  be 
hoped,  would  have  the  some  end.  That  it 
looked  very  strange,  that  the  persons  whonow 
appeared  the  hottest  in  this  enquiry,  should 
have  been  silent  about  these  pretended  frauds 
while  they  were  in  place ; but  disc  it  was  still 
more  surprising  to  hear  them  exclaim,  with  so 
moch  rancour  and  bitterness,  against  a noble 
lord,  of  whom  they  bad  been  beard  to  say, 
.That  the  speedy  suppressing  of  the  Rebclikin 
in  Scotland,  was,  under  God,  owing  to  bis  ac- 
tivity and  indefatigableness;  and  iliatif  anen 
ther  general  had  had  the  management  of  that 
affair,  he  would  Lave  made  it  a ten  years'  war. 

Mr.  Hungerford  spoke  iu  favour  of  the  Ion) 
Cadogan,  and  said,  He  wondered  there  was  so 
much  noise' made  about  a Dutch  reckoning; 
chat  ky,all  that  had  been  laid  before  them,  the 
lord  Cadogan  appeared,  very  innocent;  and 
therefore  lie  thought  he  deserved  rather  the 
praise,  than  the  censure  of  the  House. 

After  both  parties  had  maintained  the  con- 
Diet  till  near  eight  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Stanhope,  in  order  to  let  the  business  drop, 
moved,  That  the  chairman  leave  the  chairr 
Which,  upon  the  question  being  put,  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  by  204  againac  104.* 

Forthtr  Proposal  from  the  Bank  if  Eng- 
/end.]  Junes.  Mr.  Faner  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  mising^a 
Supply,  That  the  Bank  of  England  Lad  laid 
beibre  them  another  Proposal,  us  follows ; 

“ To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  iu  Farliamenc  assembled. 

“ The  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  having  understood  uie  Resolutions 
of  tills  honourable  House,  iu  a Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  on  the  22ud  and  24tb  of  tb« 
instant  May ; and  having  observed  the  several 
particulars  wherein  the  said  Resolutions  do 


* “ This  was  looked  npon  as  a great  vicCOty 
on  the  court  side;  for,  hod  the  Tories  and 
tlieir  ‘ new  allies,’  m Mr.  Shippen  called 
theiii,  gained  their  pomt,  it  was  apprehended, 
tliot  they  designed,  nut  only  to  have  passed  a 
censure  on  lord  Cadogan,  but  also  to  have 
carried  the  inquiry  further,  that  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  returning  thanks  to  the 
duke  of  Amle,  liis  rival  in  the  business  m 
Scotland.  Most  of  the  Scots  members  vot« 
for  lord  Cadogan ; but,  though  Mr.  Hungerford 
spoke  ill  his  favour,  yet  be  voted  with  his  eoe- 
miei;  and  the  lord  Finch  and  sir  Thoroa* 
Hontner  were  absent  from  the  House  thal  day- 
.Tjpd*!,.,  • „„  . 
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differ  from  tbe  Proposal  laid  before  ibis  ho- 
nourable House  bj  the  said  gorernor  and  com- 
pany,on  tbe  17ch  of  this  month ; ducooseotto 
tbe sereral Alterations;  except, 

“ That,  ill  consideration  of  their  past  ser- 
vices ; the  many  difficulties  they  have  struggled 
with,  in  supporting  public  credit;  their  chear-  , 
fill  concurrence  in  redeeming  cbeir  own  funds ; 
and  ebeic  assistaoce  in  discharging  other  debts 
ef  tbe  nation;  ! 

“ They  do  humbly  insist,  Tint  they  may 
Imre  as  long  a term  of  time  allowed  liwm  for 
the  future  redemption  of  their  funds,  as  shall ' 
b«g;ramed  to  any  other  corporatiou  this  ses- 
sion of  parlismeut : 

“ Aod  that  tbe  Annuities,  to  be  established 
for  paying  off  ibe  Lotteries,  and  oilier  redeem- 
able funds,  may  be  made  transferable,  end 
payable, in  the  Bank;  which  serrice  tbe  said 
goverour  and  company  are  niUing  to  under- 
take, without  any  charge  to  tbe  public,  other  , 
than  salary  for  clerks,  and  fees  in  passing  the  ' 
accounts : and  that  all  such  privilt^es  and 
clauses,  as  shall  be  thought  necessary  and  rea- 
sonable, to  enable  the  Bank  to  perform  the  re- 
spectire  services  proposed,  be  inserted  in  tbe 
Bill  CO  pass  on  this  occasion ; and  cliac  no  fur- 
tber  dudes  or  taxes  may  be  laid  on  their  pre- 
sent or  increased  stock ; nor  on  any  transfer  of 
tile  same ; nor  on  any  bonds  or  bUIs  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  Bank  for  support  of  ilieir  credit. 

“ Signed,  by  order  of  the  governor  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  Bngland, 

Jo.  luce,  Secretary.” 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Parliament  assembled. 

” Whereas  the  governor  and  company  of  tbe 
Bank  of  England  did,  by  a Proposal  delivered 
to  this  hounurable  House,  io  a Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  cbeSlstofAIay  Inst,  amongst 
other  ibiiigs,  insist  to  have  as  long  b term  of 
time  allowed  them  for  the  future  redemption 
of  cbeir  funds,  as  sliould  be  granted  to  any 
olber  corporation  this  session  of  parliament : 
"The  said  governor  aud  company,  having 
taken  the  said  paragraph  in  cbeir  said  Proposiu 
nico  further  consideration,  do  submit  clienuelres, 
in  tiiat  particular,  Co  the  Resolutions  of  the 
bonourable  Committee,  of  the  Sltfa  of  May  last ; 
bat  they  humbly  insist, 

“ That  tbe  Annuities,  to  be  established  for 
paying  off  the  Loiceries,  and  other  redeemable 
rands,  may  be  made  transferable,  and  payable, 
in  tbe  Bank ; which  service  the  said  governor 
and  compmy  are  willing  to  undertake,  without 
any  charge  to  the  public,  other  liian  salary  for 
clerks,  and  fees  in  passi^  the  accouucs  : 

“ Aud  that  all  such  privileges  aori  clauses, 
as  shall  be  thought  necessary  and  reasooable 
b>  nable  the  Bank  to  peribrm  tbe  respective 
services  proposed,  be  inserted  in  tbe  Bill  to 
I^s  on  this  occasion ; and  that  no  further  du- 
bes  or  taxes  may  be  laid  on  tbeir  present  or 
increased  stock;  oor  on  any  transfer  of  tbe 
wne ; nor  on  any  bonds  or  bills  to  be  issaed 
^ the  Bank,  for  si^ppoit  of  tbeir  (p^t, 
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” By  order  of  the  governor  and  company  vf 
tbe  Bank  of  England,  Jo.  ]kce,  Secieiary.’' 

lUfoiuliiMt  retpecling  the  PropoaU  ^ iltf. 
South  Seu  anti  the  Bonk  qf£nglotuL.'[ 

June  ti.  Mr.  carrer  reported  I'rum  the  Com- 
mittee of  Che  whole  House  on  the  Supply,  die 
llesoiocions  of  the  said  Coinmiuee,  which  were 
as  follow : 

“ 1.  That  the  present  annual  sums  of 
600,0001.  and  8,0001.  payable  to  the  South  Sea 
Company,  be  coociooed  to  them,  for  and  in  re- 
spect of  tbeir  capital  stock  of  ten  millions, 
anti]  the  24ib  day  of  June,  1718,  inclusive. 

“ 3.  That,  from  and  alter  tbe  said  S4ch  day 
of  Juoe,  1718,  there  be  payable  io  tlie  said 
company,  by  weekly  payments,  on  annual  sum 
of  600,0001. ; being  after  tiie  race  of  five 
pounds  per  cent,  per  onnum,  for  tbe  said  ten 
millions ; logetlier  with  their  present  allowance 
of  8,000/.  per  annum,  to  be  continued  until 
I redeemed  by  parliameuc. 

“ 3.  That  tbe  present  duties  and  revenues, 
cliorgenble  with  tbe  paymeoc  of  the  present 
annual  sums  of  600,000/.  and  8,000/.  snoU  be 
continued,  and  made  tbe  fund  for,  and  cbnrge- 
able  with  the  payment  of,  the  said  annuities  of 
500,000/.  and  6,000/.  as  the  same  shall  become 
due  and  payable  Co  the  company  ; and  with 
all  arrears  thereof  incurred,  and  to  be  in- 
curred ; and  Chat  the  surplus  of  all  die  duties 
and  revenues,  after  such  payment  to  the  com- 
pany, as  aforesaid,  shall  acceud  tlie  further  dis- 
position of  parliament. 

“ 4.  That  the  said  annual  sums  of  500,000/. 
and  8,000/.  be  made  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment, upon  a year’s  notice^o  be  given  by  au- 
thority of  parliament,  on  any  of  im  four  usual 
feast  days  in  the  year  after  the  34lb  day  of 
June,  1733 ; and  upon  payment  to  the  said 
company  of  the  said  sum  of  ten  millions,  and 
alt  arrears  of  the  said  aonunt  sum  of  500,000/. 
and  8,000/. 

“ 5.  That  all  transfers  of  the  said  Company’s 
steck  shvll  be  free  and  exempt  from  any  further 
duties  than  tbe  transfers  are  at  present  sybjecc 
to  by  purliamenc;  and  that  their  capital,  and 
stoelt  in  trade,  be  exempt  from  all  taxes  and 
iinpasicions  whatsoever. 

‘‘  6.  That  the  said  Company  be  obliged  to 
advance  sacli  further  sums,  not  exceeding  two 
millions,  as  tbe  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
■ball  call  for,  at  any  lime  or  times  before  the 
S4ih  of  December,  1717,  at  an  interest  not 
exceeding  Si.  per  cent,  per  aneum,  redeemable 
by  parliament;  and  Chat  the  monies  so  coiled 
for,  if  any,  be  applied  for  or  towards  redemp- 
lioa  of  die  principal  and  interest  charged  on 
the  fourlottery-AcCsof  1711  and  1713;  and 
of  the  annuities  of  3/.  per  ceoc.  per  annum, 
charged  on  the  hereditary  excise;  and  that 
the  said  rate  of  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  to  the  said  Company  for  tbe  further  sums 
so  to  be  advanced,  be  secured  as  well  upon  the 
surplus  of  tbe  said  duties  and  revenues  to 
arise  over  and  above  the  said  annuities,  paya- 
ble |f  ■^o.upoD  the 
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duues  aad  reveouc*  (o  be  redeemed  iriib  the 
>aiil  turns,  not  exceeding  t»o  millions,  to  be 
further  advanced,  ns  ahiretnid. 

" 7,  That  the  annual  fund  oflOCiSOll.  13t.5d. 
per  annum,  payahle  to  the  goremor  and  com* 
puny  of  the  Bunk  of  F.n^and,  out  oftlie  duties 
on  Houses,  tliall  be  continued  to  them  to  the 

fiethorjmie  ms. 

“8.  That  an  annuity  of  88,781/.  7s.  lOJd. 
being  after  the  rate  of  6i.  per  cent,  per  annual, 
on  tlie  principal  sum  of  l,775,OS7/.  17s.  10^. 
due  lit  the  governor  and  company  of  tlie  Bank 
of  England,  in  lieu  of  their  present  aunnily  of 
106,.801/.  13s.  Sd.  per  aiimun,  out  of  the  duties 
on  bouses,  be  secured  to  die  said  confpony, 
from  the  84th  ofjunc  1718;  redeemable  by 
parliaineot,  on  18  tnunlhs  notice  after  the  said 
84th  of  June  1718. 

*'  0.  Tliat  tl-e  present  Dllowances  to  the  said 
gnvernarand  company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
payable  to  them  lorcirculatiiu!,  and  exchang- 
ing forresriy  ui>>ney,  the  prinripal  turn  of 
4 SCI, OSS/,  be  continued  to  them  until  the 
S5ih  of  December  1717. 

" 10.  That  an  annuity  of  100,000/.  beingnfter 
the  rate  of  51.  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  sum 
of  SOO.OOO/.  be  secured  to  tlie  said  governor 
aud  company  of  the  Bunk  of  England,  ia  con- 
sidcraiioD  of  their  undertaking  to  deliver  up  as 
many  of  the  present  Exchequer  Bills  as  shall 
amount  to  the  ^umufS,000,OOU/.  to  be  cancelled; 
and  tliat  die  s..ine  annuity  uf  100,000/.  do 
commence  from  die  85th  of  December  1717, 
rederinuhleb;  paihait>enc,on  IS  monthsuoiice, 
after  the  sa  d S5'ii  ofDecember  1717,  and  re- 
payment ofibs  suiJ  9,000,000/.  and  alt  arrean 
of  ihe  said  annuity  attending  the  some. 

“ 11.  TliiiC  for  undertaking  to  circulate,  and 
exclionge  for  ready  money,  at  demand,  the  re- 
mainder, cotnputed  to  amount  to  9,561,095/. 
orthcreabauls,  ofthe  s.nid  present  l^chcqubr 
Bills,  die  nllowance  of  3/.  per  cent,  per  annum 
be  continued  and  secured,  to  ibe  said  governor 
and  company  if  the  B:mk-of  England;  and 
that  the  inteiest,  now  payable  un  the  said  re- 
maining bills,  be  reduc^  to  one  |ieany  per 
cent,  perdiem,  from  aadaftertheSSthu/De- 
cember  1717  ; and  that  such  interest,  running 
on  any  of  the  same  bills,  during  ihe  time  tliey 
shall  lie  in  the  exchequer,  or  in  the  hands  of 
any  pnhiic  olficers,  be  .saved  to  the  pablici 
and  that  the  said  exchequer  hilii,  so  to  be  cir- 
culated nnd  exchantted,  be  redeemable,  upvu 
a year's  notice,  after  the  29th  of  September 
1717. 

12.  That  no  more  exchequer  bills,  or  bills 
of  Che  tike  iioiure,  be  issued,  irithont  consent 
of  the  Bnnk,  until  such  redemption  be  made. 

>'  IS.  That  the  said  gr.vcmor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England  be  obliged  to  advance 
to  the  public  such  further  sums,  not  exceeding 
3,500,000/.  ds  the  commissioaers  oftlie  trea- 
■ary,  or  high  treasurer,  for  tlie  time  being,  shall 
call  for,  at  any  time  or  times,  before  iho95tli 
of  March  1718,  at  an  interest  of  5/.  percent, 
per  annum,  redeemable  by  parlinincnc. 

TlmtiheHouiia. «rusiey,<iiHl  idatfoaior 
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the  Aggregate  Fund,  be  KCtleJ  Co  answer  aQ 
the  si^  paymenti  to  the  said  governor  and 
compxDyofihe  Bank  of  England,  with  pre. 
Terence  to  all  others. 

“ 15.  That  the  Annuities  to  be  establiibed 
fur  paying  oft  the  four  l^oueries  of  1711  and 
1712,  and  pie  Bankers  Debt,  be  made  trani- 
ferrable,and  payable  at  the  Bunk. 

“ 16.  That  the  duty  of  6d.  os  40  elbof 
British  linen  exported  be  taken  offi 

“ 17.  That  the  duties  upon  Linseed  hn- 
ported  into  this  kingdom  be  taken  off.” 

The  first  six  of  Che  said  Resoloiioot,  relating 
to  the  South  Sea  company,  were  postponed, 
and  the  rest  of  the  said  nesolutions  were  agreed 
unto  by  ilie  House.  After  which  it  was  or- 
dered, That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  gentle, 
men  who  are  ordered  to  bring  in  a Biil  or 
Bills  upon  die  Resolutions  reported  friim  the 
committee  of  ihewbuie  House,  to  wbomit  was 
referred  to  consider  of  the  Stnte  of  the  Nation, 
in  relation  to  the  National  Debt,  whicli  were 
agreed  lo  by  the  House  on  the  28d  of  March 
last,  that  ch^  do  bring  in  a Bill  or  Bills  pui- 
suant  to  the  Resolucionx  this  day  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Wa^  aod  Means,  and 
agreed  unto  by  the  House;  and  that  Mr.  CbaD- 
ccllorof  Che  Excit^uer,Mr.  Wallop,  Mr,  Baily, 
Mr.  Micklechwaiie,  and  Mr  Lecbmc(e  be 
added  CO  Che  gentlemen  appoimed  to  bring  is 
the  said  hill  or  bills.— Then  a nioiinn  bmg 
made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
furClier  considertuion  of  ifae  snid  posiposed 
RcsoliUions  be  adjourned,  it  passed  in  the  ue- 
galive ; And  thereupon  the  House  resumed 
the  cansIderaCioD  ufebe  postponed  Resoloiions, 
and  they  were  agreed  unto  by  the  House. 
After  (bis  it  was  ordered,  That  it  beau  instrac- 
linn  to  the  geuilemen  who  were  ordered  to 
bring  in  n bill  or  bills  upon  tlie  snid  Retalotioni 
oftlie  26d  of  March,  and  the  Resolution*  re. 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  (as  before  meacioueil)  agreed  unto  by  the 
House  this  day,  that  (hey  do  bring  in  a bill 
upon  the  said  ^ Resolutions,  relating  to  the 
South  Sen  company,  which  were  postponed, 
niid  fire  since  agreed  unco.  Also  ordered,  Tliat 
it  be  an  instruction  to  ilie  gentlemen  who  ere  to 
bring  in  (he  aoid  bill,  that  they  riu  therein  pro- 
vide, that  after  the  94(h  ol  June,  172S,  (be 
principal  mnuey  doe  to  ilieSouth  Sea  eumpany 
shall  oe  redeemable  by  payments  of  not  less 
than  1,000,000/.  at  a time.* 


* “ The  Proposals  of  the  Bank  and  Sonih 
Sea  being  agreed  to,  three  Bills  were  hnu^ii 
in,  upon  the  Resolucioiia  that  bad  been  made, 
in  relation  to  the  Public  Debts,  and  all  thiee 
passed  into  laws ; namely,  the  General  Fund 
Act . the  Bank  Act.  and  tbc  South  See  Act. 

" The  Genortl  Fund  Act  recites  the  sureral 
•c(s  of  parliament  for  esiablistiing  the  four  Lnt- 
teries  oftlie  9th  and  lOtb  years  of  queen  Anne, 
the  terms  of  years  for  wtiich  those  revenues 
were  granted,  and  states  the  annual  produce  w 
the  several  fuuda  ; namely,  135,000/!  lS6.670t. 
W8yeOBi.-  tS8jOOS/,'»<fjlc^Wgifyier  with 
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Jun«  7.  Tbc  Lordi  took  iota  coaiidention 
tlie  pciitioo  pf  the  esri  of  Oxford,  presented 
tbe  da;  before,  prajin^  “ That  the  counsel 
fonnerl;  slloned  him  by  their  locdstiips,  might 


banker’s  debt,  39,SSSL  15r.  7d.  i-5th,  and 
another  scnail  sum  of  about  27,hl7f*  lit.  Sd. 
amountiog  in  all  to  734,8491.  ds.  lOd.  l-6lb, 
ebich  is  the  General  Fund,  the  dedcieucj' 
whereof  is  to  be  made  good  annually,  out  of 
the  first  aids  granted  by  i>arliameni.  And  to 
the  end  that  n sure  nod  sufficient  security  may 
be  settled  for  the  tegular  payment  of  all  such 
annuities,  os  sltall  be  payable  by  this  act ; alt 
ibe  duties  and  the  reveoues,  mentioned  therein, 
shall  coutiuue  for  ever.  ^Vilh  a proviso,  that 
the  revenues,  by  this  act  made  perpetual,  shall 
be  subject  to  redeiuplion.  Proprietors,  who 
arewiliiogto  accept  5l.  percent,  redeemable 
aoDuities,  in  lien  of  their  Lottery  orders,  shall 
signify  their  option  by  subscribing.  And  such, 
IS  are  willing  to  receive  tlieir  principal  and  iu- 
terest  in  ready  mtmuy,  shall  likewise  declare 
their  option  in  writing. 

" As  fur  the  B .iik  Act,  it  must  be  Dbserverl, 
the  Q.xnk,  at  that  tune,  as  proprietors  of  re- 
deemable debts,  were  intttlcd  to  an  anuuily  of 
106,5011.  ISs.  5d.  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  Ex- 
chequer Bills  formerly  cancelled,  auiouniiiig  to 
1,775,0871. 17*.  lOdJ.  And  tlie  Exchequer  bills 
scudiiijl  out,  on  the  S9d  of  March  1716,  ore 
stated  at  4,5€1,035L  over  and  (ibove  t1>c  charge 
ofcirculaiina  whicli  was  then  dne  to  the  Bank. 
The  Bank,  by  virtue  of  their  eomracis  for 
drculatiue  and  exchanging  these  bills  for  ready 
tDoney,  were  intitled  tn  3/.  per  cent,  for  all 
tbesc  bills,  and  the  bills  carried  an  interest  of 
id.  a day,  which  together  made  6/.  per  cent, 
or  tlie  whole  sum  uf  4,561.0352.  of  Exchequer 
bills.  There  was  also  gmutetl,  im  the  change 
ofqueen  Anne's  ministry,  the jmms  of  45,0002. 
and  9,000/,  a year,  which  riiake  together 
T2.  4>.  Otf.  4 per  cent,  upon  all  the  Exchetjurr 
bills,  The  annuity  pay.tbic  tu  the  Batik  for  the 
nneellcd  Exchequer  bills,  together  tviih  ilie 
whole  charge  to  the  public  for  citciiitting  the 
Exchequer  bills  then  standing,  amnum^  to 
above  495.000A  ayear.  In  these  circumstances, 
the  Bank  Act  says,  Tlie  guvernor  and  company 
of  tlieBank  ore  willing  Co  accept  one  annuity  of 
W,73l2.  7*.  lOd.  J,  heing  after  tlie  rale  of  5f. 

ceoi.  per  iinnuni,  or  the  principal  of 
1,775,0372.  17*.  lOd.  t.  jn  lien  of  die  present 
annuity  or  sum  of  106,5012.  IS*.  5d.  per  aim. 
In  the  same  manner  the  act  goes  on,  and  de-  I 
dares  the  Bank  willing  to  discharge,  and  de- 
liver up  in  be  cancelled,  as  many  Exchequer 
bills  as  amount  to  two  milliuns,  und  tn  accept 
of  an  annuity  of  100,0002.  being  after  the  rate 
of  S2.  per  cent.  rcdceiiiablB  after  oue  year's 
notice,  tu  circulate  the  remaining  Exchequer 
bills  at  3f.  per  cent,  and  Id.  a day,  tbe  former 
nllowBnces  to  be  continued  to  Christmas  1717; 
•ed,  after  that,  die  Bank  to  have,  for  circulating 
die  3,501,0257.  remaining  Exchequer  bills,  au 
•aatii^  of  76,830/.  16s.  at  the  rate  ofSf  per 
«nt.  ctU  redeefPKdd  ffto'SibfieVr  J?ff. 
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I be  continued  to  him;  and  that  sir  Robert 
Raymond,  kuigbc,  and  Mr.  Reeves  might  be 
added  to  them.”  ■ But  several  lords  baring 
represented,  that  (his  last  demand  was  irre- 


day  for  interest.  The  Bank  is  iheo  required  to 
advance  a spm  nut  exceeding  3,500,0002.  to- 
wards discbaigingchenutionnl  debts,  if  wanted, 
and  to  have  Si.  per  cent,  liir  as  much  as  they 
advance,  redeemable  by  parliament. 

“ As  for  the  South  Sen  Act,  the  original  stock 
of  tbe  Sooth  Sea  wus  9,471,325/.  but,  es  the 
funds  granted  were  sufficient  to  aiiswer  the  in- 
teretl  ot  10,000,000/.  at  6l.  per  cent,  in  the 
year  1716,  the  ^uth  Sea  Compauy  advanced 
to  the  goveruuient  528,675/.  which  completes 
the  sum  of  10,0p0,00O/.  for  which  they  received 
an  Interest  or  annuity  of  600,000/.  ao’d  likewise 
8,000/.  a year  for  management,  Now  by  this 
act  the  governor  and  company  declare,  they  are 
willing  CO  accept  an  annuity  of  500.000/.  iu  lieu 
of  the600,000/.  with  8,000/.  a year  for  manage 
ment.  The  company  ore  to  cnuiinue  a cor- 
poraiiuu  till  their  aiinuicy  is  redeemed,  towards 
which  no  less  then  a milliun  is  to  be  paid  at  a 
time.  Thecompany  is  also  required  to  advance 
a sum  not  exceeding  two  millions,  towards  dis- 
charging the  principal  nod  interest  due  on  tbe 
lour  Lottery  foods,  of  tlie  9th  and  lOib  years  of 
queen  Anne. 

“ Pursuant  to  these  acts,  the  Bank,  which 
was  ill  possession  of  receipts  out  of  (be  Ex- 
chequer, aniouniiiigto  435,063/.  16*  Od.  4 per 
annum  accept  voluntarily  of  three  annuities, 
umouiiting  to  about  304,531/,  It.  3d.  4,  whereby 
the  savingto  the  public  was  130,533/.  ti*  id  4 
per  ye  ar. 

" Tbe  proprietnra  of  the  Lottery  Orders, 
amoumiug  tu  above  nine  millions,  subscribed 
their  orders  at  tlie  Bank,  and  accepted  bank 
annuities  in  lieu  of  the  same. 

"Thus  though  the  Bank  and  South  .Sen  had 
agrettl  to  advance  4,500,000/,  towards  the  pqy- 
ment  of  those  that  should  demand  ready  money, 
not  one  farthing  was  ever  demanded  in  money, 
except  very  am  nil  sums,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  4712.4s.  All  the  annnities,  that  were  settled 
by  virtue  of  these  lliree  acts,  were  Redeemable 
Pcrpetuicie>,  granted  at  the  rale  of  52.  percent, 
jier  atm.  upon  a principal  of  about  35,869,247/. 
the  amount  of  the  national  Debt  at  that  time 
redeemed  or  reduced. 

“ III  ibe  General  Fund  Act  is  the  clause  that 
establishes  the  Sinking  Fuud.asciie  rcductiou 
Ilf  the  interest  to  5l.  par  ceur.  would  make  a 
.surplus  or  excess  upon  the  appropriated  funds, 
tlie  act  declares,  ‘ That  alt  the  monies  arisuig 
from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  the  surplus  bv 
virtue  of  the  acts  for  redeeiuiug  tie  fouds  of 
ill-.-  Bank  aud  of  the  South  Sea  company,  as 
also  for  the  surplus  of  the  duties  and  revenues 
by  (his  act  appropriated  to  make  good  tbe  Ge- 
nerol  Fund,  and  the  overplus  moni«  oftlie  Ge- 
neral Fund,  shall  be  appropriated  and  employed 
for  tbe  discharging  the  principal  aud  intirest  of 
such  nati'iaal  debts  as  were  incarred  before  the 
tutnner  im 
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piUr.  tlie  same  nm  rejected.*  Tlie  duke  of 
Buckic^ham  said,  however,  on  this  occasion, 
“ That  us  the  whole  peerage  was  cooosrn'etJ  in 
a pmsecDtion  of  this  nature,  he  woold  readily 
pve  his  vote  for  grunting  the  ear]  of  Oxford's 
request,  if  be  thought  it  of  nny  use  to  him ; 
but  that,  in  his  opinion,  nU  those  who  had  im> 
peached  him  of  higimreason  were,  by  this 
time  ashamed  of  it;  except,  perhaps,  one 
single  person,  who  could  be  asliamed  of  iio- 

About  this  time,  the  Lords  addressed  bis 
Daje:cy,  chat  be  would  be  pleased  to  appoint 
a High  Steward  for  the  Trial  of  the  earl  of 
Oxford ; in  compliun'ce  to  whicii  addras  his 
majesty  was  pleased  to  appoint  the  Lord  Cow- 
per,  lord  hign-chancellor. 

Debate  en  a Mdioa/ordetiring  the  Lords 
to  delay  the  Trial  of  the  Earl  oj  Oxford.] 
June  13,  Mr.  Carter  reported  from  the  Com* 
mittee  appointed  to  consider  the  state  of  the 
Impcachmeat  against  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer,  “ That  the  Committee  had 
met  several  times,  and  toude  some  progress  in 
the  matten  to  them  referred  ; but  that  the 


shall  be  directed  or  appointed  by  any  futuro 
act  of  pnrliameiit,  to  He  dischai^ed  nut  of  itie 
same,  and  for  none  other  use,  intent,  or  purpose 
whntsoever.’  This  clausecunstilutes  the  Sinking 
Fuud,  and  shews  of  what  it  consists,  nod  Co 
what  uses  it  is  appropriated.  Tliough  there 
bad  been  Sinking  Funds  before  this  time  for 
the  payment  of  particular  debts,,  yet  a Sinking 
Funa,  foi  dicimrgiug  die  Nstioual  Debt  in  ge> 
neral  was  Unit  projected  end  formed  in  the  year 
1716,  and  till  Llint  time  unheard  of.”  Tindal. 

• “ You  will  see  by  the  public  prints  that 
Monday  next,  come  se'niiight,  is  appointed  for 
tlieTridof  my  lord  Oxfi)rd,aad  that  no  less  than 
ux-and-twentydoughty  members  are  appointed 
to  monage  it.  Tlie  Lords  have  likewise  settled 
(lie  whole  forms  of  proceedings.  My  lord  has 
asked,  that  two  lawyers  more  uiight  be  added 
to  his  counsel : yet  is  ell  this  but  ahirce;  for 
there  is  not  s-  creature  living  who  thinks  he 
will  ever  be  tried;  for  liiey  publicly  own,  thdt 
they  neither  bavo,  nor  ever  had,  any  evidence, 
and  laugh  at  Impeachments,  and  Attainders 
and  party  gambofs;  niid  say,  that  all  peiple 
deserve  to  be  so  punished,  wbo  presume  to 
dispossess  the  Whigs  of  their  indefeasible  right 
to  the  adaiiniitration.  But  since  he  is  not  to 
he  tried,  the  next  queiUon  is,  in  wbat  manner 
he  is  to  be  brought  off,  so  as  to  save  the 
honour  of  his  prosecutors?  I think  it  will  be  by 
an  Act  of  Grace.  Others  say,  it  will  be  b«  the 
Commons  asking  more  lime,  and  the  Lords,  of 
their  parly  agreeing  to  refuse  it.  But  as  we 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  their  intentions,  it  is 
possible  that  neither  of  tlie^e  guesses  may 
be  right,  and  chnt  they  may  keep  him  yet 
another  year  in  prison  ; wliieh  my  lord  Marl- 
borough  seems  passionately  to  desire.”  Eras- 
mus Lewis  to  Dr.  Swift.  Sirifi’s  Works,  vol. 
16,  p.  I6d,  Ed,  1^.5.  , ,1  I • 
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Cicution  of  the  said  Impeachment  having 
interrupted  for  so  many  months  by  the  iiu 
tervention  of  many  weighty  and  urgent  nffairL 
which  more  nearly  and  iminediaiely  concerned 
the  welfare,  defence,  and  security  of  tlie  kioe> 
dom;  It  was  become  absolutely  necessary  for 
those  who  slmuld  be  appointed  to  manage  the 
said  Impeachineni,  to  review,  and  carefuliy 
peruse  all  the  treaii&s,  records,  letters,  and 
ocher  pnpers,  proper  and  necessary  for  support- 
Jug  this  prosecution ; which  being  very  vafuaii. 
nnus,  it  would  be  impossible  withia  the  time 
appointed  for  tbe  Trial,  to  adjust  and  ajplj 
the  proper  evidence  to  the  several  Articles. 

Hereupon,  it  was  moved.  That  a messege  be 
sent  40  the  Lords,  acquainting  them  with  the 
reasons  wby  this  House  could  not  proceed  on 
the  Trial  of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Mortimer,  at  the  time  appointed;  am)  to  its* 
sire  chat  the  same  might  be  put  off  to  a further 
• da_y.  Upon  this  there  wos,  for  two  or  thf« 
minutes,  a silence  in  the  Htmse,  the  members 
looking  one  upon  another,  waiting  who  should 
speak  first.  At  Inst, 

Mr.  Uungerfard  rose  up,  and  took  notice  of 
the  great  hardships  which  the  earl  of  Oxford 
had  uuileigone.  Then 
Mr.  Boscawen  expressed  bis  coscerD,  Tbit 
a prosecution  wiiich  the  Commons  iiad  begun 
in  so  solemn  a manner,  and  which  was  thought 
so  necessary  to  vindicate  the  bnnour  and 
justice  of  the  nation,  should,  at  lost,  b« 
dropped;  which,  be  was  sure,  would  he  a re- 
Oeciian  on  tbat  House.  Here  again  was  a 
deeprilence;  ami  Mr.  Speaker  rising,  ia  order 
to  put  the  questiou, 

Mr.  Tuffad  took  that  opportunity  to  speak 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  I have  not  yet  troubled  the' 
House  upon  any  of  the  Impeachments : how- 
ever, since  I have  given  my  assent  to  everr 
article  exhibited  against  the  noble  lord,  1 tliizu 
it,  in  some  measure,  incumbent  upon  me,  to 
declare  the  reasons  why  I did  so.  I am  sure 
there  is  no  gentleman  in  this  House,  chat  at 
any  time  more  unwillingly  comes  into  any 
thing  that  iins  tlie  least  appearance  of  severi^ 
towards  his  fellow-subjects,  chan  myself.  And 
1 can,  with  a great  deal  of  sincerity  aflirni, 
that  no  personm  pique,  prejudice,  or  resent- 
ment, ever  did,  and  I hope  never  will,  in-  I 
fluence  iiiy  vote;  especially  when  either  tbe  I 
life,  tbe  fortune,  or  the  reputation  of  any  nan 
is  concerned.  What  I did,  I did  out  of  a dis-  i 
interested  zeal;  out  of  an  iodispaisible  levs  j 
and  duty  to  my  country:  and  whatever  may  he  i 
the  fate  of  tliis  prosecution,  I then  thought  and 
still  am  of  opioinn,  that  the  measures  which 
tliis  noUe  lord  entered  into,  ns  prime  minister, 
bare,  if  I may  be  excused  the  impropriety  of 
the  expression,  laid  a foundation  for  the  ruin 
of  his  country.  I have  already  declared,  that 
I liave,  in  every  part  of  tbe  accusation,  voted 
against  this  uoblejnnl.  As  to  the  ariioles  of  | 
high  crimes  aud  misdemeanors,  I believe  them 
is  nobody  but  thinks  there  was  sufficient  groiud  , 
:%tbej)B;i,a?  iptjM,  Higbi  Ttwob,  where  1*7 
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I ihe  ool;  difficulty,  I must  freely  own,  Imd  I 
I consulted  only  my  private  opinion,  1 could 
(caice  have  thought  it  iiicludcl  in  the  25th  of 
Edwards.  But  wheu  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  was  then  Cliainnon  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  uuderioolt,  in  a fact  trbich  the 
. House  had  already  uiljudged  to  be  High 
1 Treason,  to  bring  that  matter  as  home  to  tlie 
earl  of  Oxford,  as  the  iteport  had  done  to  the 
then  lord  i^lingbroke;  when  be  gave  us  all 
the  assurances  imaginable,  that  they  had  living 
I and  legal  evidence  to  support  the  charge ; such 
I as  it  was  almost  the  unanimous  opiniun  of  the 
Commitiee,  might  he  given  in  Westminster 
I Hall;  and  he  Imped  that  since  the  House  had 
thought  tic  to  repose  a couQdence  in  iJiem,  it 
would  not  be  expected  tbe  evidence  should  be 
discovered,  lest  it  might  give  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  seduc^  ; this,  I lay,  and  this 
alone,  swaved  my  opinion.  I then  considered 
myself  acung,  not  as  a judge,  but  as  n prosecu- 
tor. And  w.hen  ihnt  very  ingenious  gentleman, 
whom  I always  hear  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sure, and  (0  whose  judgment  I always  pay 
(ho  greatest  deference,  I say,  when  his  honour, 
his  understanding,  his  veracity,  iiis  every  thing 
. was  so  far  engaged,  Uie  only  question  with  me 
was,  whether  it  was  reasonable  to  uudertake 
dio  prosecution,  or  not?  And  upon  these 
considerations  I cannot  but  think  I sliould 
have  heea  extremely  wanting  in  that  duty 
whit  h I uwe  to  iny  country,  if  I should  have 
declined  giving  mj  vole  to  bring  an  ofieiider  to 
public  juaiice ; when,  ut  tbe  same  time,  I was 
ally  convinced  that  he  had  betrayed  the 
honour  and  interest  of  this  nation. 

Mr.  BroHileji  taking  notice  ibu  the  dint  of 
this  tpcedi  was  principally  levelled  at  Mr. 
Rubert  Walpole,  endeuvoured  to  vindicate 
him  by  saying,  That  though  he  was  chairman 
«f  tlie  Secret  Coimniitee,  yet  if  noy  thiog  was 
done  amiss  among  them,  it  were  hard  to  lay 
all  tlie  blame  at  his  door,  since  the  whole  com- 
mittee were  equally  concerned  iii  the  Impeach-  . 
ineuts.  As  to  the  matter  now  under  conside- 
' ration,  Mr.  Bromley  addedj  Tiiat  they  had 
heeii  told  above  n year. and  a half  ago,  that 
the  evidence  was  ready ; but  tliat  they  ought 
not  to  give  the  Lords  tbe  tmubid  of  going  . 
^rough  the  woola  Impeachinenc,  since, 
in  his  opinion,  twenty  of  the  articles  were 
silogctfaervaio  and  needless.  Some  members 
resenting  this  assertion,  Mr.  Bromley  imme-  ' 
diately  explained  himself,  saying,  TJiaC  if  the  ' 
twu  articles  chat  were  for  High  Treason,  could  ; 
he  made  gaud,  tlie  other  twenty  would  be 
oeeriless  and  insignificant. 

Mr.  SAtpficn,  who  spoke  on  the  same  side, 
>aid,  amoog  other  things,  That  this  Impeach- 
ment had  been  d^endiiig  so  inog,  that  every 
Wy  expected  it  would  be  dcopt;  and,  indeed, 
Jnleis  tiiBtivo  Articles  ofHigh-Treusoii  could 
he  made  good,  he  thought  it  unreasonable  to  . 
Kjye  the  two  Houses  an  unnecessary  trouble  j 
wut  the  other  Articles,  by  keeping  them  sit-  . 
hog  in  the  hottest  part  of  tbe  summer;  That,  1 
*her  all,  those  who  had  first  begun  the  Im-  ' 


I peachments,  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  having 
got  the  plucesof  those  that  were  impeached; 
which.  Indeed,  seemed  to  be  what  they  hed 
principally  In  view:  that  tbe  truth  of  this  ap- 
peared evidently  from  the  behaviour  of  the 
gentleman  who  was  the  most  forward  and 
active  in  the  Impeachments,  (Mr.  UofaertlVal- 
pole)  whose  waruitli  was  very  much  abated 
I since  he  was  out  of  place*.  That  he  did  cot 
' mention  diis  as  a reficcliun  on  that  gentleman, 
for  whum  he  erer  liad  a great  respect;  but  that 
' be  was  afraid  this  would  lessen  him  in  tbe 
esteem  of  others  : That  for  bis  own  part,  be 
was  not  iu  the  least  surprised  at  this  conduct: 
of  which  he  bad,  of  lace,  observed  many  in* 
stances  I hut  that  he  ever  disapproved  it:  that 
if  lie  would  have  been  a time-server,  lie  might, 
as  well  as  other  people,  have  got  some  good 
employment ; hut  that  be  rather  chose  to  be 
contented  with  a smaU  private  fortune,  than 
betray  Ids  sentiments:  And  as  an  instance,  be 
I added,  lie  could  never  be  guilty  of  so  much 
adulation,  as  to  compliment  a ceribiu  person 
with  the  rank  of  second  general  (meaning  the 
lord  Csdogan)  Co  the  prejudice  of  an  honour- 
able and  ivmtny  member  of  that  House,  (mean- 
ing general  Webb)  whose  glorious  actions  bad 
gained  Ifim  an  immortal  name. 

Mr.  ifungei/in  tf  then  said,  That  for  his  own 
part,  he  ever  was  against  Iinpeactunents,  be- 
cause he  Lad  observed  that  they  generally  come 
Co  oothing;  aod  os  for  the  refiecliou  made  by 
the  worthy  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  lie  sup- 
posed it  was  meant  for  somebody  else;  [look- 
ing, as  he  spoke  this,  towords  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  who  lat  near  him,  aud  who  had  spoken 
in  behalf  of  the  lord  Cadt^an.J 

Sir  JosejiA  JeiyllJastHiod  himself,  both  as  to 
this,  and  as  to  the  share  he  liad  in  the  Impeach- 
ment of  the  earl  of  Oxford;  having,  from  the 
beginning,  been  against  the  Articles  for  Hi^ 
Treason.  After  lliis, 

Mr.  H'nfpofe  made  a faint  apology  (or  him- 
self, saying  among  other  ibings.  That  he  had 
of  late  looked'  over  some  of  the.mosC  material 
papers  relating  to  this  Impeaclimenc,  and  he 
was  still  coaviheed  in  his  conscience,  that  the 


* “ We  find  him,  who  had  spoken  with 
such  heat  and  force  of  argnment  against  the 
makers  of  tbe  peace  of  Utrecht,  who  had  been 
the  iadefatigable  chairman  of  the  secret  cori- 
loitcee,  and  bad  drawn  up  that  able  report, 
which  broaght  such  heavy  accusations  against 
Oxford,  now  grown  languid  and  lukewum  in 
Che  prosecution,  abieo&g  liimself  from  tl,e 
committee  so  uften,  chat  another  chairma)) 
was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  ironically  com- 
plimented, hy  Sbipuen,  that  he  wlto  was  the 
most  forward  and  active  in  the  impeachment, 
had  abated  in  liis  wariutli  since  he  was  out  of 
place.  At  length,  by  his  contrivance,  a feigned 
quarrel  as  to  ihe  mode  of  pruce^ing  took 
place  between  the  two  Houses,  and  no  prose- 
cutors appearing  nn  the  day  fixed  for  the  con- 
linuiince  of  the  Trial,  Uitbnl  was  unanimously 
acquitted,’'  Cuxe'a  Vt  sipule. 
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late  ministry  Led  given  themselrcs  up  eniirei;, 
and  were  ready  tn  deliver  up  tlie  nation  to 
France.  But  having  let  drop  an  insinuatiou, 
as  if  many  whn  fullnwed  bis  opinion  in  ibe 
businesa  nl  ibe  Impeachtiieiits,did  it  ratlier  out 
of  compliment  to  bis  power,  than  to  liis  person, 

Mr.  Tuffnel  reseating  this  innuendo,  ioiine- 
diateiy  repelled  the  dint  of  it,  by  uppealiog  to 
that  honourable  member.  Whether  be  ever 
made  his  court  to  him?  And  whether  he  bad 
not  paid  him  more  respect  since  he  was  out, 
ibeo  when  he  was  in  place  ? On  tire  other  band, 

Mr.  Xec/imere  strongly  supported  the  motion 
for  the  Message,  and,  among  other  things,  said, 
j[c  was  no  wonder  Chat  a certain  set  of  men, 
who  had,  at  first,  opposed  ibe  Impeachmeou, 
•hould  now  be  for  letting  them  drop:  and  that 
this  was  yei  the  less  surprising,  in  that  the 
aame  gentlemen  bad  constantly  opposed  all 
that  had  been  proposed  for  the  .support  of  the 
present  happy  settlement;  but  that  for  bia  own 
part,  lie  was  of  the  same  opinion  lie  ever  had 
^cn  of,  viz.  that  the  nation  could  not  prosper, 
till  they  had  brought  those  to  justice,  who  be- 
trayed its  allies  in  so  scandmous  g nianoer, 
and  brought  it  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin ; and 
that  he  would  venture  his  life  in  this  prosecution. 

After  this,  it  was  carried,  without  dividing, 
Thnc  n Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords,  whiui 
was  done  the  same  day. 

Tht  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  pnt  off  till 
the  24lh  ffJune.]  The  Lords  having  received 
the  said  message,  took  it  immediately  into  con- 1 
sideration.  Hie  earl  of  Sunderlnrid,  moved  to 
allow  the  Commons  a fortnight  longer,  but. the  I 
duke  of  Devonshire  said,  1?  days  were  suf-  j 
ficient,  and  so  moved,  “ That  the  Trial  be  I 
further  adjourned  to  Monday  the  21th  of  June.”  . 
The  liOrds  Trevor,  Ilarcourc,  North  and  Grey, 
and  some  others,  insisted,  Ttmt  the  Lords  hnv- 1 
ing  fixed  a peremptory  day  for  the  Trial,  they 
ought  not  to  grant  any  further  rime:  but  the 
question  being  put  upon  tbe  duke  of  Devon- 
shire’s motioiij  the  same  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative by  a liiajorityof  76  voices  against  57. 

June  13.  The  Lords  sent  a message  to  the 
Commons,  to  acquaint  tlietn  wiiii  the  said  Re- 
aolntion  ; which  else  Comniona  having  on  the 
14tb  taken  into  consideration,  it  was  ordered, 
1.  That  Managers  be  appointed  to  make  good 
the  Articles  of  Impencbment  !^;ainst  llobert 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Mortimer.  3.  That 
the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  consider 
of  the.  state  of  the  said  luijieacliment,  be  tire 
•aid  managers.  3.  Tliat  tire  said  Commitire 
have  power  to  send  for  such  persons,  papers, 
and  records,  as  shall  be  tliougbt  ncc^sary  to 
be  used  at  the  trial  of  ibe  s.-tid  earl;  and  iliat 
they  bive  power  to  sit  de  die  in  dum,  and  to 
adjourn  to  such  time  and  place  as  iliey  think 
fit ; and  tbe;  are  to  prepare  evidence,  and  to 
proceed  in  ibe  most  speedy  and  secret  way 
Urey  can,  for  the  advantage  of  the  prosecution. 
And  4.  That  Mr.  Autliony  Cratebrode  be  ap- 
pointeij  Solicitor  to  attend  the  Managers,  m 
J>rosecupn|^thaA,^uclua.fI^peaf:l^eate^gini^. 
ibe  said  etri.’* 
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PROCEEOlaOS  AT  TBeTbIAI  OKTBE  Eigj 
ofOxeoed.]  On  the  34ib  of  June, being  ih« 
day  app'iiiiled  by  tke  House  for  the  Trial  of 
tire  esrl  of  Oxford,  liie  I.nrds  having  adj.,umed 
tbemselres  to  tire  new  erected  Court,  in  West- 
niiosier-ball ; and  the  Managers,  and  oibu 
members  of  tbe  House  of  Commons  having 
taken  their  respective  places,  die  earl  ofOx- 
furd  was  brought  to  tlic  bur:  then  tbe  Articles 
of  Impeocbmeni,  tire  Earl's  Answer,  amt  the 
Coiiunons’  Replicatiou  being  read, 

The  Lord  High  Steu-ard  opeiied  the  Trial, 
with  thefollowingspeecb : 

“ Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl  Mortimer; 

“ It  has  been  usual,  before  the  Commons 
proceed,  to  say  sometUng  frora  this  place  to 
persons  in  your  lordsLip’s  present  condicioa; 
partly  by  way  of  exhortation  tn  a reasonabli 
contidciice  in  the  great  honour,  justice,  wisdom, 
integrity,  and  candour  uf  their  judges,  (heir 
peers,  the  House  of  Lords  ia  parliament  as- 
sembled, and  portly  by  way  of  direccitin,  to  as- 
sist them  in  (lieir  behaviour  and  conduct  during 
the  course  of  their  Trial. — But.  considering  tbe 
many  great  irtlices  your  lordship  basborueia 
tbe  state,  your  long  experience  and  knowo  . 
learning  in  all  parliamentary  proceedings,  I 
cannot  but  think  it  would  seem  improper  for 
me  to'  be  speaking  to  your  lordship  in  that 
manner. — Wherefore  I proceed  barely  lo  ac- 
quaint your  lordship,  and  others  nhoiii  it  may 
concern,  with  such  orders  as  the  Lords  iiave 
made,  which  it  is  fit  should  be  taken  notice  of 
thus  early  in  this  Trial,  1.  Your  lordship  sad 
all  other  persons  who  have  occasion  to  speak 
to  this  Court,  must  address  tlieir  speech  to  tbe 
Lords  in  general,  and  not  to  any  lord  in  parti- 
cular. 2.  Your  lordship’s  counsel  may  be  pre- 
sent at  the  bar  in  order  to  be  heard  to  any  point 
or  matter  of  law,  if  such  shall  arise  on  either 
of  the  Articles  for  High-Treason : and  that  you 
may  make  your  full  defence  by  counsel,  if  yoo 
chink  fit,  on  the  Articles  fur  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanours,  as  well  rni  matters  of  fact  as 
of  law.  3.  That  your  Witnesses  are  to  be  m- 
mined  on  oath,  ns  well  to  the  Articles  for 
High-Treason,  us  iliose  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanours.” 

Then  the  Lord  High  Steward,  with  the  Lords 
leave,  went  down,  niid  having  seated  himseirby 
the  table,  told  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  tlicy  might  now  proceed : here-, 
upon 

Mr.  Stanhope*  ssiii : 

“ My  Lords;  The  distance  of  the  Lord  Higl^ 
Steward  from  this  place  may  have  been  the  oc- 
casion that  we  hove  niisuken  something  that  fell 
from  thence;  we  do  therefore  desire,  to  avoid  »1| 
ini8iakes(and  1 believe  we  might  be  mistaken) 
(iir  we  uoderstiiod  by  iny . Lord  High  Steward, 


• Made  Principal  Seireiary  of  State,  Sept- 
34,  1714,  in  the  room  of  William  Bromley,  r**!' 
first  Commiisionerof  theTreasury,  and  Ch*n* 
cellotof  the  Exchequer,  April  13, 1717,  h> 
room  of  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  end  aeaiw 
pf  Ofeaf  Ti 
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' Tlint  coiinid  thould  lie  allowed  (he  prisoner 
B(  (he  ^r,  as  well  to  the  Uefeoee  uf  the  high 
treas'iii,  ai  to  the  high  crimes  and  misdeinenii- 
oors ic  is  possible,  we  misapprehend  hit  Inrd- 
ibip,  but  we  hope  his  I'lrdslnp  will  be  pleased 
(1)  explain  it  to  US.  llereupoa 

The  herd  High  Sttaard  said,  To  prevent 
nistahes,  I repeat  what  1 said,  That  counsel 
for  the  lurd  the  prisooer  at  the  bar,  mn;  be 
present  at  ibe  bar,  in  order  Co  be  heard  to  any 
joaiteror  point  of  law  (if  any  such  shall  arise) 
relating  to  tlie  high-treason,  and  likewise  to 
make  that  lord’s  Defence  do  the  Articles  of 
Inipeacbiuent  of  iiigh-crimes  aod  tnisdeinean- 
ourssswell  iu  insiters  offset,  as  matters  of 
Isw. — Then 

Mr.  Bampden,  one  of  the  Mnnngers  fur  the 
Commems,  made  the  following  speech : 

“ My  Lords ; 

” The  Commons  ofGreat' Britain  in  parlia- 
ment assembled,  out  of  indispenrible  duty  Co 
their  country,  and  zeal  for  the  pre*ervaliun  of 
the  common  liberties  of  Europe,  have  brought 
to  your  iordsliips  bar,  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
end  e.irl  Mortimer,  late  High  Treasurer  and 
privy  counsellor  of  this  kingdom,  charged  with 
the  hichesi  crimes  and  ruisdemesnoors  by  him 
coiimiited  and  done  against  the  person,  crown 
and  dignity  of  bis  sovereign,  the  peace  and  in- 
terest of  this  kingdom,  ni)d  in  breach  of  the 
.several  trusts  reposed  in  him. 

“ The  Cntnmons  in  their  Charge  set  Torch  the 
many  solemn  Treaties  and  Alliances  which  bad 
been  entered  into  between'  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  other  princes  and  potentates  ofEurope 
fur  their  mutual  safety,  from  the  consideration 
of  the  common  danger  which  then  threatened 
all  Christendom,  from  thetinmoderace  growth  of 
the  power  of  France. 

“ They  likewise  take  notice  to  your  lordships 
of  the  prosperoos  and  flourishing  condition 
which  the  liberties  of  Europe  were  in,  when, 
under  these  Treaties  and  Alliances,  it  pleased 
Almighty  God,  to  bless  the  confederate  arms, 
under  the  camnand  of  their  great  and  victorious 
general  ibe  duke  of  Marlborough,  with  suclt 
a series  of  successes  as  far  exceeded  their  own 
npectaiiuus,  and  by  the  nisdum  and  unanimity 
oftlieir  councils,  many  sigtial  advautages,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  were  obtained  ngniiut  the 
cvRimuii  enemy,  wl  ereby  the  glory  of  the  con- 
federate arms,  and  the  reputation  of  Great 
Britain  in  particular,  was  raised  to  n higher 
pilcli  than  ill  any  former  age, 

''  That  in  this  prosperoos  coodition  of  affairs, 
the  Prisoner  at  tbe  bar,  with  other  evil-minded 
persuiis,  enemies  ti>  the  true  interest  of  their 
Cuuiiiry,  as  well  as  to  the  common  liberucsand 
vrelfore  of  Europe,  did,  by  many  wicked  arts  j 
f I'd  insimistions,  obtain  access  to  her  late  lua- 
yesty  queenAiine,  gotinto  her  couuciL<,  naJ 
into  places  of  the  highest  trust,  to  make  way  for 
“is  and  their  pernicious  enterprises,  formed  a 
^reacliermis  correspondence  with  the  emissaries 
*f  France,  and  gave  f«l«  aad  pernicious  coun- 

•ilsto  hermajesni^:.  i, aiaiii^L.I  i.,  
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“ Til*  pirticular  Articles  exhibited  by  the 
Commoiii,(o  which  proper  evidence  will  ^ ap- 
plied, contain  it  charge, 

“'That  (his  great  person  at  the  bar,  having 
no  regard  to  the  honour  or  safety  of  his  savc- 
I reign,  or  these  kingdums,  wherewith  be  was  in- 
, trusted,  or  to  the  maiiy'solenin  engagements 
' wiih  the  old  und  fnitlifm  allies  of  this  nation, 
hut  being  devoted  to  the  iniereai  and  service 
of  the  common  enemy,  did,  by  private  ami  se- 
cret negotiations,  in  breach  of  ull  public  faith, 
moliciously  and  wickedly  culdvatc  and  improve 
the  demands  of  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
more  to  tbeir  advanuee  chun  they  theniselyes 
could  have  ever  hoped  for. 

“ That  by  clandeatineand  secret  negotiations 
with  the  enemies  of  England,  he  gave  up  the 
articular  interest  of  Ins  own  country ; that 
e assumed  to  himself  regal  power,  nnil  in  a 
time  of  open  war,  took  upon  himself  to  meet 
und  treat  with  the  enemy,  without  any  autho- 
ritv  or  power  foom  bis  suverei[,ii,  and  did  what 
in  him  lay  to  subvert  tbe  ancient  and  estabiisheii 
constitution  of  this  kingdom. 

“ That  he  concealed  the  advice  and  perni- 
cious influence,  whereby  he  had  engaged  bis 
Sovereign,  and  prostituted  her  honour,  which 
had  been  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of 'glory 
abroad,  and  been  justly  held  in  venenition  witii 
her  nUies ; and  the  royal  hand  was,  by  the 
wicked  arts  of  the  nrisouer  at  tlie  bar,  made 
the  instrument  to  aavotice  the  interest  of  die 
common  enemy. 

“ That  by  deceitfully  amusing  the  allies  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  prii'ate,  se- 
parate and  unjustiflable  negotiations,  cinered 
into  and  carried  on  by  the  iirisonar  at  the  bar, 
a lusting  reproach  was  brouglit  upon  tliis  oation, 
and  the  public  faith  of  mimy  treaties,  wherein 
England  was  engaged  in  Uie  most  sacred  and 
solemn  manner,  was  notoriously  violated,  aiid 
the  foithful  allies  of  the  crown  amused  and  de- 

" That  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar  did,  in  th* 
most  fatal  manuer,  impose  upon  and  delude  his 
sovereign,  in  accepting  a pretended  expedient 
from  the  enetny,  which  (he  enemy  at  the  same 
time  declared  to  be  null  and  votd.  That  the 
most  unJustiCuhle  and  destructive  measures 
were  taken  by  him  tu  ilissolve  the  whole  confe- 
deracy, without  arty  regard  to  religion,  liberty, 

I or  the  faith  of  treaties ; and  in  consideration  of 
, his  wicked  advice,  grtnt  numbers  of  the  confe- 
derate iraoBS,  who  bad,  on  many  occasions, 

' siginlized  tnemselves  in  the  defence  uf  the 
cause  ofEurope,  were  given  up  ns  a sacrifice  to 
the  fury  end  revenge  of  the  enemy. 

“THy  Lords  j 

" The  Commons  in  their  Charge  set  forth  the 
particular  measures  concer(ed  uinl  (.nkcii  by  the 
Jirisoner  at  the  bar,  to  complete  the  destnic- 
lion  of  the  common  cause  of  Europe,  end  the 
ProtestBui  succession  to  tlie  crown  uf  these 
realms.  And  they  cliargc, 

“ That  the  Privoner  now  before  your  lord- 
ships,  did  tmiieruusly  aid,  assist,  and  adhere  u< 
.thiewtumifl»i«riiisiq>uniLitridii'?ountry,  and  ad- 
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TiMri  and  promoted  the  giving  up  to  those  ene- 
mies the  important  town  and  fortress  of  Tour* 
ua7,  together  with  Spain  and  the  'VVesc-Iiidies. 

“ That  he  sacriliced  the  Trade  and  Com- 
merce of  Great  Britain  to  its  commuo  enemy, 
without  the  least  shadow  of  advantage  prooured 
to  these  kingdoms  ; and  betrayed  luc  national 
faith  and  honour  of  the  crown,  eoiploying 
against  his  imperial  majesty  (the  great  and  faith- 
ful' ally  of  this  kingdom)  the  naval  power  of 
the  crown,  and  the  Supplies  granted  by  parlia- 
ment, in  direct  violation  of  the  Grand  Alliance; 
and  contrary  to  her  majesty's  repeated  declara- 
tioos  from  the  throne,  and  her  plain  and  foil 
lastruciioDs  to  her  plenipotenciariesat  Utrecht. 

“ That  he  took  upon  himself  to  esercise  the 
most  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable  authority  ; 
assuming  to  himself  the  chief  direction  and  in- 
fluence in  her  late  majesty’s  councils,  and  most 
wickedly  prostituted  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
and  the  dignity  of  parliament;  totally  depriv- 
ing her  majesty  of  tlie  wholesome  and  necessary 
novice  of  her  parliament,  and  inisfeprescntiag 
the  mote  essential  parts  of  the  negotiations  of 

Eeace,  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  parUamciit  to 
is  wicked  and  pernicious  proceedings,  thereby 
fatally  deceiving  her  majesty,  her  allies,  her 
parliament,  and  her  people,  by  several  false 
speeches  and  declarations,  concerted  and  ad- 
vised by  him.  to  be  made  by  her  majes^  from 
the  throne  to  her  parliament,  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  negotiations  of  peace ; and  by  such 
vricked  and  unexampled  evil  council,  he  did 
most  uagratefully  abuse  the  favour  of  hU  royal 
mistress,  and  by  means  of  her  authority  misled 
her  parliament  into  groundless  and  prejudicial 
Resolutions;  and  thereby  not  only  prevented 
the  just  advice  of  tbs  psrliameoc  to  her  majes- 
ty, 10  that  critical  juncture,  hut  obtained  the 
approbation  of  pariiameut  to  his  mysterious 
and  dangerous  practices ; and  did  not  only  de- 
prive her  majesty  of  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tion of  her  allies,  but  expose  her  majesty  and 
her  people  to  the  contempt  of  the  enemy. 

“ That  he  had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
anhrert  tlie  ancient  constitution  of  parliament, 
ihe  great  and  only  seeurky  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  and  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  pru- 
peities  of  the  people,  and  most  wickedly  at- 
tempted to  destroy  Che  freedoni  and  indepen- 
dency of  this  noble  House,  the  great  ornament 
•nd  nearest  support  of  the  crown  ; disguising 
his  mischievous  intentions  under  pretence  of 
superior  zeal  for  the  prerogative  of  the  crown ; 
but  by  his  fhlse  advice  her  niajescy  was  deprived 
of  the  seasonable  and  wholesome  couucils  of 
her  parliament,  and  the  prerogative  perverted 
CO  the  dishonour  of  the  crown,  and  Ihe  irre- 
parable mischief  to  the  constitution  of  parlia- 
ment. 

“ My  Lords ; 

“ The  Commons  have  further  charged  the 
Bohle  lord  with  Corruptions,  in  illegally  misap- 
plying moooys  appropriated  by  parliament,  and  i 
with  preventing  any  padiamentary  inejuiry  into  I 
tlie  same ; to  the  reproach  and  scaodu!  of  pv-  1 
iMi«ms,iiq,-^eacJii  of:  bis  ,(riis^.  .ibe  'higbcst.1 


abuse  of  the  goodness  of  hii  sovereign,  and  il« 
greatest  injustice  nod  oppression  of  her  sub- 
jects;  and  chat  he  defrauded  her  late  majesty 
of  the  public  money  with  which  he  was  entrust-  i 
ed,  for  the  support  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown. 

“ That  this  great  person  did  assume  to  him- 
self  the  supreme  direction  in  her  late  majesty’s  i 
councils,  and  did  introduce  to  hermajesty,  fora 
pretended  pnblic  minister,  a traitor  in  disguise,  I 
named  in' the  Articles;  and  gave  such  traitor  i 
several  considerable  sums  out  of  her  majesty^ 
treasure,  in  a fictitious  and  scandalous  mio.  ! 
ner;  such  person  being  sent  into  this  kingdom,  ' 

under  false  pretences,  secretly  to  promote  the  ^ 
interest  of  tlie  Pretender,  whereby  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar  did  ungratefully  expose  the  person  i 
of  her  majesty,  nnd  ootorieusly  encourage  the  | 
adherents  of  the  Preteudur,  to  the  apparent  i 
danger  of  the  Protestant  succession  to  the  Im-  I 
periil  crown  of  these  realms.  And  I 

“ Lastly,  That  this  great  person  at  the  bar,  | 
did,  by  the  must  false  nnd  wicked  councils  aid 
practices,  betray  and  give  up  as  a sacrifice  to 
the  implacable  resentments  of  their  enraged  and 
powerful  enemy,  n free  and  generous  people^ 
the  faithful  nod  nseful  allies  of  this  kingdom, 
the  brave  Catalans,  who,  by  the  evil  measures 
concerted  and  taken  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  were  betrayed  into  irrecoverable  slavery; 
and  tlie  honour  of  the  British  nation,  always 
renowned  for  the  love  of  liberty,  and  Ibr  givioj  I 
protectioD  te  the  distressed  assertors  of  it,  there-  j 
m most  basely  prostituted  by  the  peruicioos 
and  detestable  council  of  the  prisoner  ac  die 
bar, 

“Thus your  lordships  hove  a view  of  the 
guilt  in  which  the  Treasons  and  oihcr  Crimes 
committed  by  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar  have  in- 
volved him  ; and  it  is  with  astonishment  the 
Cotumons  observe,  That  bis  Defence  is  an  at- 
tempt to  asperse  the  memory  of  his  royal  mis- 
tress with  the  blame  of  what  was  transacted 
during  his  administration,  which,  by  impoiisg 
upon  her,  he  had  eflecced  against  her  honour, 
and  the  good  of  bis  cnuiiiiyr,  thereby  attemptioc 
to  reflect  upon  the  justice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  to  cast  an  odium  upon  their 
proceedings  against  him.  But  we  doubt  cot 
raur  lordships  vindication  of  the  honour  of  her 
Inte  majesty,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Coin- 
inonsin  this  prosecution. 

“ The  Commons  think  ittheirdutj  to  expKts 
the  utmost  abhorrence  of  the  traiteroos  and 
wicked  proceedings  of  the  Prisoner  at  the  bsr, 
and  to  shew  their  resentment  against  him,  s>‘ 
the  author  and  promoter  of  ihem. 

“ They  have  found  him  abusing  and  betray- 
ing the  honour  of  his  royal  mistresy,  into  whose 
favour  he  had  iusinuated  himatdf,  fur  the  most 
destructive  and  wicked  purposes.  They  h?'’* 
found  him  insidiously  dinding  and  wcakeniig 
us  nnd  our  allies,  betraying  our  council^  trsi- 
teroualy  giving  up  our  strong  bolds,  forire*^' 
nod  defences  of  Europe,  and  her  most  weaitl'y 
nnd  nourishing  countries  to  the  common 
.■ifliHow  of.ppsfs  wnii  iftod  cantrivingand  effe«' 
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iag  the  disulatioD  of  the  |reace«t  and  most 
noble  Confederacy,  (hat  ever  was  formed  and 
oDited  in  defence  of  the  Protestant  interest,  end 
die  ilorinuB  liberties  of  Europe. 

“ They  have  found  him  attemptins  to  deprive 
these  kingdoms  o^  the  oiily  blessing  lefh  to  their 
Jwpes,  and  which,  by  the  Providence  of  G >d 
only,  they  now  enjoy,  the  most  auspicious  g • 
vernment'of  his  piwnt  majesty,  the  •;rej'tsi 
and  bestof  princes,  whose  mognaniniiiy,  wig. 
dnm,  piety,  and  other  princely  virtaeshavefili- 1< 
the  imperial  throne  of  Great  Britain,  wnli  a 
lustre  unknown  to  any  former  age.  Inthisat- 
tempt,  the  noble  lord  at  the  bar,  wickedly  eo- 
deavoured  to  defeat  us  of  our  happy  prospect  of 
Itstiag  felicities,  in  a Iodk  succession  of  prntes- 
tant  princes  in  the  royal  lice  of  his  most  excel- 
lent majesty,  the  most  illustrious  prince  and  i 
princess  ofWaies,  and  their  issue,  eminently  i 
endowed  with  all  graces  and  accomplishments 
for  imikiiig  a generous  and  free  people  happy ; ' 
OD  the  cimtjouauce  of  which  successiou,  next 
under  God,  aH  that  is  dear  and  valuable  hi  us, 
entirely  depends  I 

“ My  Lords ; I 

“ The  Commons  justly  reseot  and  detest  the  | 
reproach  brought  upon  toe  faith  and  hononr  of 
their  country,  by  thegreat  evil  minister  at  the 
bar;  buttheypronusethemselvesyooriordships ' 
will  ever  be  a terror  to  all  evil  rainisters,  bow  j 
great  soever ; audiliat  year  lordshipscan  never  i 
fail  to  do  justice  to  yourinjured  country,  upon  I 
all  perfidious  couDsellors,  who  lie  in  wait  to  de>  I 
siroy  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties.”  I 

3Ir.  Hampden  baviog  done  speaking,  ! 

Sir  JtuepA  Jekyll  stood  up,  in  order  to  make 
good  the  first  Article  of  the  Impeachment ; but 
was  interrupted,  upon  a motion  made  by  the 
lord  Harcourc,  viz.  That  before  the  Managers 
proceeded  further,  he  had  a motion  to  niue, 
xtbereupoii  their  lAtdsliips  adjourned  to  their 

Debate  in  the  Haiae  of  Lords  about  the  Me- 
thod of  the  Managers  proceeding  to  makegood 
the  Articles.]  The  Lords  being  come  thither, 

The  Lord  Hcireourt  repreieoied,  That  the 
going  through  all  the  Articles  oflmpeacfimcni, 
would  take  up  a great  deal  of  lime  to  little 
purpose  ; for  if  the  Commons  could  make  good 
the  two  Articles  of  High  Treason,  the  earl  of 
Oxford  would  forfeit  both  life  and  estate,  and 
there  would  be  an  end  of  the  matter;  whereas 
the  proceeding  io  the  method  the  Commons 
mposed,  would  draw  the  Trial  into  prodigious 
length  ; urging,  (hat  it  would  be  a great  hard- 
•hip  upon  a peer,  who  hnd  already  undergone 
so  long  a cuiifinemeni,  to  appear  every  day  at 
tbeir  bar  like  a traitor,  and  be,  at  last,  found 
guilty  only  of  liigb  crimes  and  misdemeeoors ; 
»d  therefore  he  moved,  •'  That  the  Cominona 
be  notadmitced  to  proceed,  in  order  to  make 
good  Che  Articles  nguinsC  Robert  earl  ofOxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  (or  High  Crimes  nml  Misde- 
taeanors,  till  Judgment  be  first  given  apon  the 
Articlesibr  High-treason." 

The  lord  Uveouet  was,  seconded  by  lord 


Trevor,  and  ihe  eotls  of  Angleseaand  Netting, 
ham : but 

Lord  i^arAer  answered  them,  That  in  all 
courts  ufjudicaciiTe,  it  is  tbe  usual  and  coostaoc 
methi'd  to  gi.  through  *11  the  Evidence  helcro 
Judgment  be  given  upon  any  part  ol  the  accu* 
saiton  : thacihough  il>'‘ House  i.fP.-ersbo  the 
supreme  court  ol  the  kin^di.m,  yet  it  nas  ever  a 
rtg>ir,l  til  the  rules  ol  equity,  and  even  Pv  ibe 
foims  observe-!  lo  tbe  courts  below : and  as  for 
the  prismiei'sappe.iriog  in  tbe  abject  condition 
ol  .t  traitor,  it  wh-  bnc  apiece  of formalkywliich 
did  him  no  manner  of  hurt,  and  to  whi^  pes> 
sons  ufthe  highest  rauk  had  ever  submitted,  in 
order  to  clear  their  innocence. 

The  earl  of  Sunderland,  lord  Coniugsby, and 
lordCadogan  spoke  on  the  same  side ; bot  the 
dukes  ofBuckinghum  and  Argyle,  the  earl  of 
Hay,  Che  bishop  of  Rochester,  lord  North  and 
Grey,  and  lord  Townshend,  having  strenuously 
supported  ihe  lord  Uarcourt's  mncion,  the  same 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  88  voices 
gainst  56. 

I The  Lordsretohe  that  the  Canmons  proceed 

I first  lo  make  goad  the  Articles  of  High  Treason.] 
The  Lords  being  gone  down  agaio  to  Westinin* 
ster-hall,  sent  a Message  to  the  Commons  to 
acquaioc  them  therewith  ; upnn  which  ibeCoin- 
moiis,  in  a Committee  of  the  whole  House,  re- 
turned also  to  WescminsCer-liall,  where  the  ^rd 
High-Steward  acquainted  the  Managers  with 
their  lordships'Rewluiion.  Hereupon  sir  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  one  of  the  Managers  for  ibo 
Commons,  acquainted  ibeir  lordships,  that  they 
conceived  ittobeso  much  ihe  undoulned  rigot 
ol'theConifflons  to  proceed  in  tbeir  own  method 
in  maintenance  of  the  Articles  exhihitrd  by 
them,  and  did  apprehend  that  this  resolulioo  of 
their  lordships  might  be  ufso  falul  emsequenca 
to  the  rights  »iid  privileges  of  all  the  Comiiiona 
of  Great  Britain,  that  they  could  not  cake  upon 
them  to  proceed  any  farther,  without  resurimg 
CO  the  House  of  Commons  for  their  direction 
therein. — Upon  this  tbe  Lords  and  Commona 
went  up  to  their  respective  Houses. 

The  Earl  of  DsforiFs  Trial  put  off  lo  the  281* 
of  June.]  June  25.  The  Lords  sent  a hlcssnge 
to  the  Cuninions,  to  acquaint  them,  Tfaac  their 
Ixirdships  Iiad  oidereH  Robert  eurl  of  Oxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of 
their  House  in  Westmiiister-ball,  that  day  at 
eleven  in  the  forenoon.  Herenpon,  the  Cotn- 
nions  resolved,  siem.  con.  " That  a Message 
be  sent  to  the  Lords,  acquaiming  tlieir  lordships, 
chat  the  Commons  have  tnken  iato  their  consi- 
deration their  Lordships'  Resolution,  communi- 
cated to  their  Muoagers,  relniing  to  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Trial  of  llobert  carl  ofOxford 
and  earl  Mortimer  ; and  being  desirous  to  pre- 
serve a good  correspondeace  between  the  two 
Houses,  have  appointed  a couituinee  to 
search  Precedents  upon  a mntter  of  this 
great  importance,  and  desire  that  their  lord- 
ships will  not  proceed  at  the  time  appointed." 
Mr.  Carter,  who  was  ordered  to  carry  this  Mes- 
as|;^  being  i^iuuied;  repor^^**  the  Lords 
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having  taken  the  same  into  con»der«uoo,  agreed 
not  to  proceed  on  the  Trial  of  the  said  Earl  at 
iliu  titne  appoiuted,  but  in  proceed  farther  oo 
the  said  Trial  on  die  96ib  at  elevea  ia  the  fure> 

JuneSf.  The  lord  Morpeth  nas  seut  f(oin 
tl'e  Commons  ii>  desire  a Conteniiice  with  the 
Lords, .which  thmr  Lordships  having  agreed  to, 
and  oppoiiitol  the  waie  presently  in  the  painted 
chamber,  the  Managers  of  the  Cominoiis  went 
tbidicr  aud  delirorM  to  the  Lordi,  die  Coni- 
inous’  Eeasous  agaiust  their  Lordships’  Keso- 
liuiuiis. 

The  Coimxmi'  Reasoru  againit  the  Lords’  Re- 
tolutioa  cornmankated  at  a Conference.]  1'he 
same  day,  d)e  duke  of  KingstoD,  Lorn  Privy 
Seal,  reported  to  the  House  of  Lords,  that  ihey 
bail  been  at  the  cnofereuce,  and  met  Mr.  Car- 
ter and  other  Managers  fur  the  Cnannons, 
who  delivered  to  their  Lordships  a Paper,  as 
follows  : 

" Tlie  Coimnoiis  liaving  taken  into  their  con- 
sidenition  yuur  lordships' Resolutioa  communi- 
cated to  thi'ir  Managers  relating  to  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  TrialofRohert  earl  of  Oxibrd 
and  eaii  Mm  timer,  and  being  desirous,  as  fjras 
in  them  lies,  in  maintain  a good  correspondence 
vi'itfi  yuur  loriishIpB,  have  desired  this  Confer 
encei  and  have  commanded  us  tn  acquaint 
your  lordships,  dial  they  conceive  it  to  be  the 
undoubted  tiglit  of  the  Commons,  lo  impeach 
a peer,  either  for  High  rreasou,  or  lor  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  or,  if  they  see  occa- 
sion, lo  mix  both  the  one  and  the  other  in  the 

*'  The  lRi;>eaclimeot  preferred  against  Ro- 
bert eail  of  Osfonl  and  earl  Mortimer  is  one 
coiiiiiiU'  d accusutiuD,  cons'stii^ol'  high  crimes 
and  uiisdemcaniirs,  and  also  of  charges  ofhigh 
treason.  The  facts  on  which  the  Articles  pre- 
ceding those  of  high  treason  are  grounded, 
are  laid  together  in  in  orde'  of  time,  nnd 
lollow  line  iiiKither  successively,  in  the  mauner 
they  were  committed. 

*-  As  the  CoiMiiioiis  ihoughi  tliis  the  mosi  na- 
tural lui-tlmd  lor  exhihiliiig  the  seevral  Articles 
agam-c  iheanid  earl,  they  were  of  opinion,  that 
they  shnul  l pr"cerd  in  itu-pro<’fof  these  several 
facts,  alier  the  same  niellmd;  since  it  ismunil'.ii 
dial  III  laying  op  n tln>  course  ut  such  a wxked 
adiiliuistraliMil,  (lie  preceding  punsufituivi  light 
tu  thii-u  winch  t jIIo'v  ; mid  tlmt  the  proof  of 
the  S’Vvrid  Aiticli--  of.  high  ciiiiie' and  inis- 
de.neanors.  wonui  • atumlly  lead  to  the  proof  of 
diusi'Oi  high  Irea-  ii. 

“ Y'lur  1 'I  isluiw  received  ih“se  several  Ar- 
tlch'Sor  liiipeaclmiein.  wiioniit  inaliiig  any 
exce  >riou  i<g  i,n<.i  die  liirin  in  which  dl  y wire 
exiii' iied.  Til  -ani  «-i<l  mode  his  Answer  lo 
diem  in (h«  »oii>- order.  Hiul  b»s  ii»  wherein- 
aisied  Co  he  Mi  i in  wiiv  >i  er  m thoJ  ; so  (hut 
dll-  Cuili'iioii'.  nru  sui  prill  ' t < find  a sCO.>  pui 
tlieir  1 Ms  puiluo  hv  an  u'-io. tion,  which  has 
never  lii-e'i  s-arteii  by  li  s-nil  earl,  and  whirh 
your  I ii'ds.iips  had  giteii  Cheu)  mi  tilde  reusun 
U«pect'"'''-  I";' ^ 


" To  this  mutt  be  added,  that  as  die  Coot, 
mons  only  are  masters  of  the  evidence,  and  at 
upon  that  accuuiit  they  ore  best  able  to  deter- 
mine, what  to  eburge^rst,  and  what  next;  so 
they  are  most  proper  to  deierinine,  in  what  me- 
thod to  proceed  for  tlie  advantage  of  the  pro- 
secution, in  the  event  of  which  all  the  Commou 
. of  Creai  Britain  ore  so  highly  concerned. 

Towhich  they  furifaer  add,  Thai  iliey  see 
no  reason  but  that  your  lordships  may  at  well 
invert  the  whole  order  of  the  Articles,  as  pie- 
.scribe  to  the  Commops  those  particular  Ar- 
ticles on  wiiicb  they  are  first  to  proceed,  which 
; will  necesssrdy  produce  such  aaoulusiou,  both 
in  the  facts  and  evidence,  as  is  by  no  meaus 
cunsisieut  wiihthat  clearness  aud  perspicuiiy, 

, in  which  the  Commons  think  this  affair  ought 
to  sppear. 

“ I he  Commons,  upon  examining  Preee- 
deets,  do  find  divers  precedents  ol  Impeach- 
meats  for  high  treasou,  and  niber  high  crimes 
and  misdtmeancirs,  in  the  same  Bucusatioa; 
andds  not  find  that  the  Lords  ever  objeaed  to 
such  proceediag,  or  ever  gave  judgment  opoa 
any  particular  Article  ofiuioeacliiDeiit,  before 
the  Cummuiis  had  gone  tHrouga,  and  concluded 
, their  evidence  npoa  all  die  Ariides,i>r  su  many 
of  them  as  they  thought  fit;  undibe  CuiumuRi 
areot  as  great  a loss  to  couceive  whntargi^ 
menu,  ur  precedems,  can  be  brought  tu  sup- 
port ifae  Resolution  of  yuur  lo'dships,  tu  give 
juiigiiicut  npiu  one  part  of  the  same  accusaii>iD, 
reserviug  the  0'h<  r pan  lor  a subai-qiu’ut  inal, 
us  they  are  to  know  wbacyour  ioidsi.ips  nieas, 
by  aduiitiingtiie  Cummuusto  proceed  upon  ih« 
Articles  ofhigh  crimev  aud  uiisdemeaimrs,  aiiec 
dm  judgment  is  given  upon  the  articles  fot 
high  ireuBun,  suppuang  the  Jurtgineot  proper 
fur  high  treason  should  ho  givrii  agaiust  Ihe 

“ Fur  iliese  reasons,  the  Commons  assert  it 
us  Uieir  undoubted  right,  to  proceed  on  the 
Trial  of  Ilnhert  earl  ui  Oil'ord  aud  earl  .M»tti- 
iner,  after  the  method  in  which  their  niaimgefS 
wire  piocieding,  when  lulerrupted  by  yuur 
lord-hips'  Kesoluciuu.'’ 

J'Af  Lords  resolae  to  adhere  to  their  former 
Ritoluliott.]  i'he  Lor. Is  having,  thb  vsiiie  uf- 
leriioun.  laseu  iiiiu  cousideranoii  whai  was 
uffered  to  them  i.y  ihe  Cimmiuiis  at  ti.e  snid 
(.'oiderence,  it  was  muted,  and  the  question 
pul, 

“That  their  Inrdsli'us  du  adiure  to  their  - 
Resoliiiiun,  iioi  to  ivduiit  ihe  Cuinnions  to 
proctd  Co  make  good  Ihe  Ailchs  fur  liigh 
crimes  mid  misnorvvunur-,  till  imlgn  eni  be  first 
giv  .11  upon  the  Annies  hi,  hiili  tleiisuurwhivb 
* wnsc.irriid  in  the  nliirimiiive.  Ihiii  annlhei 
m‘>(ion  was  mfcrle.  ami  ihe  quesliou  putt 
“ TiiBi  'be  Loi.is  do  vi.e  in  iIh  Cmuinoos  iM 
Reuso.is  fot  Iher  lordships  afliieriiig  to  llieff 
furuier  Kesulutioii  Tills  was  also  carried  lo 
the  .tUirmaiive  . and  I'.tmtuKlee  oflurd-  «»» 
uppiiiiiteH  lo  diaw  up  the  s.iid  Uensuos:  "Vt* 
wiijj^i.vlidi.iv  l.ie  oppu-iUun  made  luereoi  bj 

iWflr' atSCOUSV''*U't peW*  i 
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, erged,  “ Tbattucb  ■ coadescention  fras  dero- 
I gaiory  (o  tbe  pcerogtcivas  uf  the  peerage.” 

The  Lord*’  'Rtauma  for  iiukting  that  the 
Canmiis  thail  not  procted  on  the  other  Arliclu 
' (ill  Judgment  is  given  on  those  for  TVcuson.] 
jnne  28.  The  Lords  seot  a Message  to  ibe 
ConXDona,  rlesiriiig  ihem  to  cuiitiuue  sitting 
far  some  time ; with  tvhich  tlie  Cpinmoiis 
having  resdil/  coinpiled,  anottier  Message 
Was,  sooD  after,  sent  to  them  from  tlie  Loros, 
to  desire  a ptettnl  Conference  in  llie  Painted 
Chamber,  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  last 
Conference.  Tlie  Comnions  agreed  also  to  this 
Conference,  nhereiu  the  X/irds  delivered  their 
Beasona  for  adhering  to  tlieir  Resolution,  to  the 
managers  of  the  Commons  viz. 

".Tlieir  Lordships,  in  order  to  preserve  a 
good  currespondence  niib  the  House  of  Coni- 
oions,  (which  they  sliall  always  endeavour  to 
do  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power)  have  desirid 
this  Ciinference  upon  the  subject  matter  uf  the 
last  Conference  : and  have  direiterl  us  to 
acquaint  you,  that  their  lordships  judge  it  a 
right  inherent  iu  every  court  ufjusiice,  to  order 
and  direct  such  methods  of  proceeding,  as 
such. court  shall  think  fit  to  he  uhseired  mail 
causes  depcoding  btfore  them,  whiclt  can 
have  iiu  inllucuce  todie  prgudice  of  justice;  and 
where  such  metluxls  of  proceeding  are  nut 
otherwise  settled  by  any  positive  rule.  The 
wer  of  judicature  on  all  Iniprachioenis. 
ing  a right  unquestionably  inherent  m their 
' lordships,  and  it  not  being  detennioed  by  any 
' positive  rule,  wlieiher  the  House  of  C niiomns 
I nay  proceed  to  make  good  the  several  Arcick-s 
I ealiihited  for  m»demeanni;rs,  in  such  poder  as 
I they  shall  think  fit,  before  Ihry  pr<  reed  to 
I nuke  gixid  the  Articles  exInUiid  fur  hiuh  trea- 
I son;  and  there  heinu  no  precrdeiit  where  the 
Cominiins,  upon  il.e  truil  uf  any  such  impeach- 
neiii,  Btteniperd  in  proceed  in  the  first  place, 
to  make  good  any  of  the  Articles  contuinad  in 
such  iinpeaclnoeiit  for  high  crimes  and  mbde- 
taranora ; their  lurdihips,  considering  the  iip<- 
tun;  el  the  iiDpeaclUDeni  notv  depending  before 
tlieiii,  and  the  iiietliod  wherein  the  manaKeis 
for  tlie  Unuae  of  CumiDons  were  beeinniiig  to 
proceed  uppiii  the  trnil,  to  imike  good  the  lirit 
I Article  tiK'reuf,  which  is  a charge  for  high 
crimes  niid  iDisdcnieanouTS  only;  and  also 
I Cuiisidering  the  very  dill'ereot  it.ethnds  of  pro- 

I cesding  on  an  Impettcbuient  of  a peer  for  nigh 

I trea.v)n,ns  well  lietbreas  upon  the  trial  thereuf, 
I and  the  circumstances  uttending  such  a trial, 
thouglii  tliemsL-lves obliged  to  cume  to  their  re- 
sulutioii  communicated  to  the  Commons  on 
the  24lli  instant,  as  well  fnr  duiugjustice  in 
tlie  case  depending  lieture  them,  as  for  the 
prevemiug  a new  precedent  to  be  made  on  (his 
I trial ; in  conae^uonce  whereof,  a new  and 
I najusiifiable  form  ofprucceding  ngainst  a peer 
upun  itn  impeachment  for  high  treason  and 
high  crimes,  might  be  introduced  at  bis  trial 
upon  ihose  Articles  in  which  be  is  chnrged  for 
I high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  only;  to  the 
pfejudiceof  Wujq 


' times  to  come,  viz.  The  try  ing  a peer  on  Ar- 
ticles for  high  crioiesand  ini  demeanouia  witl>- 
out  the  bar,  the  detainiug  in  custody  a peer  so 
accused,  and  repealed  Commitioents  of  mui  to 
the  Tower,  during  the  time  oi  such  >rial,and 
subjecting  a peer  to  as  ignon.iiiious  urrnm- 
staoceson  his  trial  onaniclekfor  onsdemeaDours 
as  if  he  was  then  on  bis  IrinJ  on  articles 
for  high  treason ; whereas  a peer  on  his 
trial,  on  articles  for  misdemeunouis  only, 
uirglit  nut  to  be  deprived  of  his  liberty, 
nor  sequestered  from  parliament,  and  is  io- 
titled  to  Che  pritilegeufsitiiug  wiihin  the  bar 
during  the  whole  lime  of  his  trial ; in  all  which 
particulars  the  known  rule  of  proceedings  is 
such  cases  may  be  evaded,  should  a peer  be 
brought  to  his  (rial  on  several  articles  exhibited 
against  him  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours 
sod  for  high  treason  mixed  together,  and  the 
Commons  be  admitted  in'  pr>>ceed  to  make 
good  the  Articles  for  high  evitnes  and  misde- 
meanours, before  judgment  be  given  upon  the 
articles  for  high  treason.  1 heir  ivrdUiips  liave 
fully  considered  the  matters  uftered  to  ibem  by 
the  House  of  Commons  at  (be  Inst  conference 
rtlaiing  lu  the  proceedings  againn  Rul>eri  earl 
of  Oxford  aad  tarl  Mortimer ; and  tlieir  lord- 
ships  are  fully  satisfied,  that  the  resulution  they 
have  taken  and  cnmmuinctited  lo  the  Commons 
I on  the  S4lb  instant,  is  just  and  reasonable: 
and  that  tlie  House  of  Commons  are  not  pot 
under  any  real  inconvenience  there^,  in  cap- 
rving  on  tlieir  preseut  prosecution,  'fheirlord- 
ships  have  cummanded  us  tu  let  yna  know, 
tliRt  they  do  insist  on  their  said  Resolution,  viz. 
That  the  Commmis  be  not  admitted  to  proceed 
ill  order  to  make  good  the  Articles  against 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  enri  Mortimer,  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanoura,  till  judgment 
be  first  given  upon  tlie  Articles  for  liigh  treason," 

A Eret  Conferenre  thereupon  desired  bp  the 
Conmont,  hut  rejvsed  by  the  Lords."]  Mr.  Car- 
ter hating  r^orted  the  above  Reasons  to  the 
llimse  of  Comnions,  they  resolved  to  take 
them  immebiately  into  consideration,  Tlien  a 
Message  was  sent  from  the  Lords,  to  acquaiot 
the  Cooimotis,  That  they  had  ordered  the  earl 
<if  Oxford  to  be  brought  tu  the  bar  of  then 
House  tu  Westminster- 11^,  at  elevea  the  next 
morning,  in  order  to  proceed  farther  on  the 
Trial  of  the  said  earL  The  ComiDoos  there- 
upon sent  Mr.  Yonue  to  the  Lotds  to  desire 
that  clu-ir  lordships  ivouUl  continue  eiiiiag.  for 
some  lime,  wliich  the  Lurds  having  readily 
agreed  to,  the-  Commons  took  ibeir  lordships* 
Ite.vsuns  iutn  coosideraiiou,  ami  then  resolved, 
‘ Thata  Free  Cunference  be  desired  with  ibe 
Ixiids  upon  tbe  subject  matter  uf  the  last  Con- 
ference.” 

June  29.  TheLords  look  the  desire  of  (la 
Oomtnuns,  of  a Free  Conference,  into  conside- 
ratii.n  ; and,  after  a lung  dvtiaie,  it  was  re- 
solved, " That  as  the  subject  matter  of  tbe 
Inst  Confidence,  concerned  a point  of  judica- 
ture determined  by  ibeir  IniifsLips  after  the 
,^r^,  bj|gBpj,|J^r,lor(^)iip8^  lit  to 
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giveafrceCoiiference  on  tlio  subject  matter 
nfthe  sail!  Conrersiice,  as  naa  de«red  L;  the 
Uouseof  Commans.’' 

The  Lords  would  have  sent  that  eveoing  a 
Message  to  the  Commons,  to  acquaint  iliem 
with  tins  Uesulution  ; but  the  Cuimnons  hav- 
ing timely  notice  of  it,  immediately  adjourned 
till  the  1st  of  July.  The  Lords  having  00  that 
day  sent  a message  to  the  Commons,  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  said  Resoluiioo,  and 
wiclial.  That  their  lordships  bad  ordered  Hu- 
bert earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Moriicner,  to  be 
brought  to  the  bar  oftheir  House  in  Wesimin- 
ster-hall  that  very  Monday  at  eleven  in  the 
foreooon,  in  order  to  proceed  fanlier  on  tite 
Trial  of  the  said  earl ; the  Commons  there- 
upon ordered  tbeSeijeanc  at  Arms  to  summon 
their  members,  which  done,  it  was  resolved, 
•CM.  eon.  Tliiit  a Conference  be  desired  with 
the  Lords  upon  the  subject  matter  of  their 
lordships’  message,  relating  to  the  Free  Con- 
fereocedesired  bvthisllouse;  and  itwas  or- 
dered thatthe  Managersimmeitiaiely  to  draw 
up  Reasons  to  be  olTered  to  the  Lords  a(  the 
said  Conference.  At  (he  same  time  a Mes- 
sage was  sent  from  the  Commons  to  the  Lords, 
by  Mr.  Gibboo,  to  desire  their  lordships  to 
defer  their  going  into  Westminster-ball  for 
sometime;  and  Mr.  Carter  having,  from  the 
managers,  reported  the  Bensons  by  them 
drawn  up,  the  same  were  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Craggs  was  sent  to  the  l^rds  lu  desire  the 
said  Con^nce.  Some  time  after  Mr.  Gib- 
boo reported,  That  the  Lords  would  defer  going 
into  Wesiroioster-hall  fora  while,  as  was  de- 
sired by  the  Commons  ; and  Mr.  Craggs  re- 
ported also.  That  their  lordships  agreed  to  a 
Conference,  and  had  appointed  the  same  pre- 
sently in  the  Painted  Chamber. 

The  Commons’  lUaiont  for  detiring  a Free 
CunftreMi.']  Hereupon  the  Managers  of  the 
Commons  went  to  the  said  Conference,  and 
being  returned,  Mr.  Carter  reported,  that  they 
bad  delivered  the  Hensons  directed  by  the 
House  to  the  Lords,  as  follows : 

“The Commons  having  taken  into  conside- 
ration your  lordships’ Message,  viz.  That  your 
lordships  did  not  think  fit  to  give  a Free  Con- 
ierenceou  the  subject  matter  uf  (he  last  Con- 
ference, as  was  desired  by  the  Commons  ; and 
they  being  still  desirous,  to  the  utmost  oftheir 
power,  to  preserve  n good  correspondence  with 
your  lordships,  have  asked  this  Conference; 
and  have  commanded  us  to  acquaint  your 
lortlsliips,  (hat  they  are  very  much  surpris^  to 
find  your  lordships  deny  a Free  Conference, 
ofier  your  lordships  have  already  agreed  to  a 
Conference  desired  by  the  Commons  on  the 
same  subject  (natter;  and  after  yuor  lordships 
have  uQ  your  p.vrts  also  desired  a Cunfeience 
upon  the  same  subject:  That  Free  Confe- 
rences are  the  most  antient  and  established  me- 
thods, for  ndjusiing  the  differences  dial  liaveot 
any  time  ariieii  between  the  two  Houses,  mid 
os  tiie  CoDiDiuns  conceive,  is  the  only  method 
(0  presefve>'ti:gocid  ttorthspDsideRtx'betateti' 


them  on  sacRoccasions,  which  at  this  time,  is 
of  (be  highest  importance,  because  a misunder- 
standing on  this  account  would  tend  to  deieti 
ilieTrial  of  the  Impeachment  of  tlie  Comiunus: 
That  the  Commons  conceive  cleaily,  diet  the 
subject  matter  of  die  last  Conference  is  not  a 
point  of  judicature,  hut  a point  relating  only 
to  the  prosecution  of  Uie  Commons,  it  finving 
arisen  ueforcany  matter  ofjudgmenihnd  cone 
before  your  lordships  upon  theTrial ; for  which 
Reasons  the  Commons  conceive,  chat  tout 
lordships  ought  not  to  have  deuied  them  a Tree 
Conference  upon  the  subject  mouer  of  the 
last  Conference.” 

Which  the  Lords  insist  upon  rising."]  Then 
a Message  was  sent  10  (heComniuDs  from  the 
Lords,  That  their  lordships  desired  the  Com- 
mons to  continue  sitting  for  some  time ; which 
being  readily  granted,  another  Message  was 
seutsoon  after  from  the  Lords,  to  desire  a pre- 
sent Conference  with  the  Commons  in  die 
Fainted  Chamber,  npoii  the  subject  matter  of 
the  last  Conference,  Accordingly  the  Mana- 
gers of  the  Commons  cane  to  the  Lords  com- 
mittees, who  informed  them,  " That  the  Lords 
did  iosisc  upon  denying  g Free  Conference.” 

Debate  thereon  in  the  Commons.^  July  1.  Mr. 
Carterrepmted,  Hist  the  Lords  insisted  upon 
denyinga free  Conference.  Thisputilie  House 
into  a flame ; and  it  being  thereupon  ordered,. 
That  the  said  Re'port  be  now  taaen  into  con- 
sideration, several  warm  Speeches  weremsde 
on  that  occasion,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Staiibops 
and  Mr.  Craggs,  immediately  after  nliom 

Mr.  X'ujfhe/f  rose  up,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

I “Mr.  Speaker;  I cannot  but  think  the  pro- 
' ceeding  of  the  L-ords  very  extraordinary  upon 
this  occasion,  that,  after  having  received  the 
Articles  as  delivered  in  by  this  House,  ibey 
should  now  come  tu  a resolution,  ‘That  the 
‘ Commons  be  not  admitted  to  proceed  upon 
‘ the  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  till  judg- 
‘ merit  be  first  given  upon  the  Articles  for  bi^ 
‘ treason.’  And  here,  though  unwillingly,  I 
must  observe,  tliat  the  expressiuii  made  use  of 
ill  their  lordships'  Message  to  tlic  Commons, 
to  me  seems  very  unsuitable  to  that  candour 
which  they  have  so  remarkably  shewn  upon  all 
occasions,  and  from  whence  this  House  might 
reasonably  expect  a more  becoming  treatment. 
There  is  another  thing  which  I cannnt  but 
take  notice  of,  which  is,  that  after  havii^  bad 
Conferences  with  the  Commons  on  this  sub- 
ject, they  should  now  refuse  a Free  Confer- 
ence, which  1 should  have  ihouglit,  musi  hate 
been  the  natural  result  of  the  former,  as  being 
the  most  probable  way  to  accommodate  lust- 
lera  in  cases  of  difficulty.  The  reason  they 
give  for  this  their  adhering  to  their  liesolution 
is,  Thai  this  is  a point  of  judicature  wlii» 
solely  beiungs  to  their  lordships ; whereas  ih^ 
Commons  say,  It  is  only  a matter  of  prusecu- 
lion.  And  yet,  if  this  objection  were  good, 
why  was  it  not  equally  so  against  their  agree* 
iog  to  the  first  Conference  f ... 

- nr«  ^’otwi^l£st^«l]a5fitt•tlse«5nride^aHOD5,uI 
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could  be  of  opinion  wicbthoaegenilemen  who 
thinic,  either  tnac  cbe  honour  of  tbit  House  is 
so  much  coucerned,  or  chat  it  is  so  esseucial  to 
the  rights  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  1 
should  be  as  unwilling  as  any  one  here,  to  con- 
tribute the  least  cowards  the  betraying  of 
them.  But  since  I do  not  hear  it  is  pretended 
that  there  are  any  precedents  on  either  side; 
and  I can,  by  no  means,  think  it  of  that  conse- 
quence which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imn- 
gine,  especially  if  there  be  a ' saving  to  the 
* ri^U  and  privileges  of  this  House  I should 
be  mclined  to  be  of  opluion,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  acquiesce  in  the  method  proposed  by 
the  Lords,  (ban  to  let  a prosecution  entirely 
drop,  wiiicb  has  so  uoitersally  raised  the  ex- 
pectations of  mantciud.  Then  we  should  see, 
what  that  living  and  legal  evidence  is,  which 
we  have  been  so  often  promised  from  those,  io  ^ 
ttfaom  (be  House  reposed  the  greatest  confi- 
dence ; and  if  there  should  be  any  failure  in 
Che  proof  of-  the  high  treason,  the  blame  might 
lie  in  its  proper  place. 

“ Sir,  I am  sorry  to  find  there  should  be 
such  remissness  in  a prosecution,  which  was  I 
formerly  carried  on  with  so  much  warmth  and 
vigour.  And  I could  wish  to  see  that  spirit  of  [ 

Sicriotism,  which  has  hitherto  animaCra  this 
louse;  that  Just  resentment  for  our  injared 
country,  once  more  revived.  Where  is  now 
that  public-spirited,  disinterested  zeal,  which 
then  warmed  the  patrioc’a  breast  f ace  all  those  ' 
gloriiius  thoughts  and  heroic  sentiments  quite 
evaporated  Miow  comes  it  that  those  who  then 
felt,  and  made  others  to  feel,  such  an  intense- 
ness  of  heat,  such  a lively  emotion  of  spirit, 
are  now  so  calm  and  undisturbed  f that  those 
who  were  then  so  full  of  heat  aud  Heine,  nre 
now  so  cold  and  lifeless  ? is  tbe  nature  of 
tilings  so  far  altered,  that  what  was  then  the 
most  flagrant  high  treason,  is  now  nothing 
at  all? 

" Mr.  Speaker ; my  concern  is  for  the  ho- 
nour of  this  House,  which  has  been  so  far  en-  ' 
gaged  by  assurances  of  Evidence  to  support 
the  Charge.  I must  therefore  take  tbe  liMriy  : 
to  call  upon  those  gentlemen  who  gave  them,  ! 
to  extricate  us  from  nur  present  difficulties:  j 
and,  I am  sure,  we  shall  not  want  their  assist-  I 
ance  in  an  affair  where  their  honour  is  so  | 
nearly  concerned.  I call  upon  them  the  rather,  I 
because  it  u a justice  which  they  owe  to  ihem- 
seives,  it  is  a justice  which  they  owe  to  this 
House  of  Commons,  it  is  ujustice  which  they 
owe  their  country,  their  poor,  unhappy  coun- 
try, which  they  have  so  often  described,  as  in- 
volved in  the  greatest  difficulties  as  labouring 
tmdor  the  most  ruinous  circumstances,  occa- 
sioned by  the  ill  conduct,  tbe  pernicious  esun- 
•els,  and  traitorous  practices  of  the  noble  per- 
son now  under  your  prosecution.” 

In  the  middle  of  this  debate,  another  Mes- 
sage was  brouglit  from  the  Lords,  to  desire 
that  tbe  Commons  would  continue  silting  some 
^eie,  which  the  House  agreed  to.  After  this, 
Mr,  L«hinew,tp*df,  ^hfreioi  lj«wt^i , 


lamented  the  unhappy  dilemino,  as  be  colled 
it,  to  which  they  were  brouebt,  either  to  see  so 
great  an  offender  as  tbe  earl  of  Oxford  escape 
unpunished,  or  to  acquiesce  in  proceeding  uu 
his  Trial  io  the  manner  prescribed  by  (he 
Lords,  be  said,  That  be  thought  the  latter  the 
more  el^ible  of  the  two,  wi&  a saving  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons;  and 
therefore  made  a motion  for  it.  lie  was  se- 
conded and  backed  by  Mr.  Ilsmpden  : but  tlie 
question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  curried  ia 
tile  negative. 

lUotion  for  a Billtf  Attainder  agamet  the 
Eurt.'l  Then  a Message  was  hrouglit  from  the 
Lords,  to  acquaiut  the  Commoos,  That  (heir 
lordships  intended  presently  to  proceed  farther 
on  the  Trial  nf  the  earl  Oxford  in  West- 
mioscer-ball,  of  which  the  Commons  took  no 
notice ; but  being  sensible  that  the  Lortls 
would  discha^G  the  prisoner,  sir  William 
Strickland  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to 
brieg  in  a Bill  to  inflict  such  Pains  and  Penal- 
ties upon  Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  esrl  Mor- 
timer, as  iris  traitorous  practices  and  other 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanours  do  deserve, 
and  as  sliull  be  thought  reasonable.  Here- 
upon Mr.  Tuffnell  rose  up  again,  and  said. 
That  be  cuuld  by  no  means  come  into  that  mo- 
tion ; for  that  bow  necessary  and  reasonable 
soever  such  a Bill  might  be  at  another  junc- 
ture, he  could  not  hut  think  it  unreasonable 
now ; when,  as  yet,  it  was  uncertain  what  the 
Lords  would  do.  But  that,  however,  he  would 
freely  declare  his  mind  on  this  occasion,  viz. 
That  notwithstanding  be  was  convinced,  the 
earl  of  Oxford  was  guilty  of  tbe  crimes  where- 
with he  was  charged,  and  that  no  man  had  ever 
contributed  more  to  tlie  ruin  of  bis  country 
then  he  had  done : yet,  since  there  was  a legal 
prosecution  begun;  since  that  noble  lord  had 
submitted  himself  to  public  justice;  and  con- 
sidering that  it  is  the  peculiar  glory  and  liappi- 
ness  of  a free-boni  people  to  be  governed  by 
known  la,ws ; he  would  never  give  his  consent 
to  a Bill,  which,  in  his  opinion,  muse  tnake  the 
lives,  the  forCunes,  and  liberties  of  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  stand  upon  so  nnsettledand 

Erecarious  a foundation. — Upon  which  the  de- 
ate  was  adjsumed  to  the  3rd  of  July. 

The  Lordt  procud  tipon  the  Earl  of  Ot- 
ford't  Trial,  and  the  Commont  not  appearing, 
he  is  acguitled  ununimouslp.^  About  seven  m 
the  evening,  tbe  Lords  went  down  to  West- 
minster-ball,  where  tiu’ee  several  proclamations 
were  made  for  the  accusers  of  the  earl  of  Ox- 
ford p)  appear,  nud  make  good  the  Articles  of 
Impeachment  against  him.  The  Commons 
not  appearing,  their  Lurdships  went  back  ta 
their  own  House,  where  theLord  High  Steward 
said, 

" My  lords ; I shall  now  state  the  question, 
upon  which  your  lordships  arc  io  give  your 
votes  ; it  is  this,  ‘ Tliai  Robert  earl  of  Oxford 
‘ and  earl  Mortimer  be  acquitted  of  tbe  Art!- 
‘ ctes  of  Impeachment,  exhibited  against  him 
.fi  pf  foril-iigb  Treason, 
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* and  other  High  Crimes  and  Misdeinennonrs, 
‘ and  uf  all  chi^g^  ihi  rein  contained,  and  Chat 
‘ the  said  ImpeacInneiitheriisuiiMeil.’”  And 
then  (he  Lord  High  Steward  put  the  <]Uesiiori 
to  tlie  lords  present,  beginning  at  the  youngest 
baron,  in  manner  following, 

’ .My  lord,  your  lordshtp  has  heard  the  Quri- 
‘ tioD  stated,  what  says  your  lurdship,  is  your 
‘ lordship  Content,  or  Not  Content?’ 

The  Lords  present  were  all  Content. 

Then  the  Lord  HiglhSceward  said,  *'  My 
Lords,  upon  die  quescinn  stated,  I am  Ciintent. 
My  I.ords,  Robert  carl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
Siortitner  is  Acquitted  uf  High-Treason  and 
other  high  crimes  and  misdeiiieoaoucs  where- 
with lie  itunds  charged,  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  your  lordships  here  pre-sent.” 

And  Che  Earl  being  called  to  the  bar,  the 
Lord  liigb-Stenard  luTd  him,  “ Robert  e-'irl  of 
Oxford  and  earl  Muriimer,  I am  to  acquuiot 
your  lurdship,  that  your  lordship  is  acquitted  of 
the  Articles  of  IiDpeacbnieal  exhibited  against 
you  fi>r  Uigh-Treasou,  and  other  high  crimes 
and  misrlemeanours,  by  the  House  of  Cum- 
inous,  and  all  things  therein  contained  j and 
thereupon  I am  Co  pronounce  this  Jud|;iiieut, 
which  I pronounce  accordingly  ' It  is  cuii- 
' aidered,  ordered,  anil  adjudged  by  tlie  Lords 
' Spiritual  and  Temporal  io  Parliament  assem- 
' bled,  that  Robert  enri  of  Oxford  and  earl 
‘ Mortimer,  shall  he,  and  is  hereby  acquitted 
‘ of  the  Articles  of  Impeachment  exhibited 
‘ agabist  bim  by  the  House  of  Commoas  for 
‘ Higii  Treason  and  other  High  Crimes  and 
' Misdemeanours,  and  of  alltbings  therein  con- 
' tained,  and  that  the  said  ImpeaclimcnC  shall 

* be,  and  is  liereby,  dismissed.’ 

Then  the  Lord  High-Steward  commanded 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  uf  London  to 
disrbai^e  bis  prisoner;  and  said,  *'  My  Lords, 
this  is  all  that  remains  Co  be  dune  by  virtue  oL 
bis  majescy'seommission,  I do  therefore  declare 
the  same  to  be  diss'4ved.”  Upon  which  the 
Lord  High-Steward  broke  his  staff.* 


* “ Thus  ended  this  aSair:  and  it  is  plain, 
the  earl  owed  his  discharge  not  only  to  the  dis- 

Iiutes  between  the  two  Houses,  but  alsd  to  the 
ate  changes  in  the  ministry ; without  which 
the  earl  of  Nottingham,  the  duke  of  Argyle, 
the  earl  of  Hay,  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  ami 
the  lord  Townshend,  would  certainly  not  have 
been  in  the  number  of  his  friends.  However 
the  Commons  did  not  rest  here.  For  though 
sir  William  Strickland’s  bill  for  ioflicting  pains 
and  penalties  on  the  earl  was  not  seconded, 
yet,  to  shew  their  resentment  at  thk  proceed- 
ing, they  resolved  that  (he  king  should  be  ad- 
dressed, to  except  bim  out  of  the  Act  of  Grace, 
which  was  iuteniled  to  be  hrouglic  into  the 
House.  The  king  had  likewise,  two  days  be- 
fore, upon  infonnatioit  that  the  earl  of  Oxford 
designed  (o  come  to  court,  thought  dt  to  forbid 
him."  Tindal. 

“ I have  ibe  pleasure  Co  inform  von,  that 
lord  Oxfq^> 

Usi  night,  by  natoithoue  coueniof  pll  ilie 
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I’Ar  Mofion/or  a fiiH  of  A</ai'irffr  agaiBi* 
the  Earl  of  U^’ord  rmftred.]  July  S.  "nij 
Comiiious  resumed  the  ndjoumed  drbate,  upon 
the  raiitiiin  made  two  days  before,  by  sir  Woi, 
Strickland,  wlio  again  insiscng  on  that  tnotion, 
bad  Che  murtihcacion  uf  seeing,  that  not  one 
member  would  second  him:  On  the  conirniy 
Mr,  Hungerf>rd  said  upon  that  mneter,  That 
for  his  owu  part,  he  had  ever  been  agnintt 
violent  proceedings ; that,  in  his  iipinion,  where 
tile  life,  f'lrtonr',  or  repu'caliuii  of  any  lomi  is 
coi'ceriied,  the  parliament  ought  to  go  apoa 
evidence  as  strong  and  as  full  ss  is  required  ia 
Wesiminster-hall ; and  that  he  hnilobs<rved 
that  all  Bills  of  Attainder  proceeded  fmn 
pnrty-piques.  Sir  Williniii  ^rirkland  being 
ofleniled  at  this  speech,  made  some  severe  re- 
flections upon  it:  nud  added.  That  for  bis  rxra 
part  be  had  no  personnl  piqoe  ogainsi  the  earl  of 
Oxford : but  looked  upon  him  us  an  enemy  to 
his  counirv ; and  since  tli?  Commons  could 
not  bring  him  to  justice  in  tlie  ordinary  way, 
they  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  recourse  le 
nu  exiraordinary  method  ; for  which,  however, 
they  did  not  want  precedents.  Mr.  Uuunr- 
furd  turned  the  reflections  made  upon  him  into 
raillery ; nod  after  some  other  speeches, 

The  Cammoni'  Jddreu  In  the  King  tn  e.ieeet 
the  Earl  ofOtfont  oud  of  the  Act  of  Gr««.] 

Lords  present : and,  as  nearly  as  1 could  count, 
ibeir  number  was  lOd,  Clio  duke  of  Mud- 
borough,  my  lord  Cadugan,  lord  Coniiigshy, 
and  a few  others  of  the  mosc  violent,  having, 
withdrawn  tliemselves  before  the  Lords  came  ' 
into  NVestminsCer-hall.  'i'he  acclaointions  were 
as  great  as  upon  any  occasion ! and  uur  friend, 
who  seems  more  formed  for  adversity  chan 
prosperity,  has,  at  present,  many  more  friends 
than  ever  he  had  before  in  any  pnrt  of  bis  life. 

I believe  he  will  not  have  the  fewer,  from  a 
message  be  received  this  morning  from  the 
King,  by-  my  lord  cbambcrlain,  to  forbid  him  , 
the  court.  Yno  know  tlie  prosecution  was 
at  lirsc  the  resentment  uf  a party ; but  it  be- 
came at  last  a ridiculuus  business,  weakly  car- 
ried on  by  the  iinpoteni  rage  of  a woman,  (1 
meao  of  my  Indy  Marlborough),  who  is  almost 
distracted  that  she  could  iint  obtain  her  re-  | 
venge."  Erasmus  I.ewis  to  Dr.  S»ift.  Swift's 
Works,  vol.  Id,  p.  109,  ediL  1B03.  | 

“ It  is  on  anecdote,  uoiv  generally  believed,  I 
That  tliougli  this  dispute  betneen  the  (wO  I 
Houses,  (wmch  Articles  should  be  lirst  pi^  ' 
ceeded  on)  was  the  osiunsible  cause  for  die-  I 
missing  the  Impeachinent  ugsinst  turd  Uxfordi  ' 
the  real  cause  was,  a letter  or  paper,  signed  by 
the  duke  of  Murlbnniugit  just  hefiire  qnce'' 
Anne’s  death,  which  siiewed  bis  connection, 
at  clia<  time,  with  the  abdicated  tumily;  and 
which  letter  lord  Oxford  had  in  liiv  p'<iswinn- 
In  Che  notes  to  the  article  Chnrcbill,  in 
new  Biugrapliia  Britaiinica,  vol.  3,  p.  563i 
auecdote  is  very  irdi  aullieniicatiHl  from  thk 

l»tf?.Jqjww.  W«t»  «rsq-f'  I iHnUeli’-s  Preecd«u9» 

vol.  *,  p.  388,  edit.  1796. 
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The  lord  Cutlecomer  moved,  " Th»t  an  buio* 
We  Address  be  presented  tu  his  majesty,  set- 
ting forth  the  many  erent  crimes  uf  which  llo- 
beri  earl  of  Oxford  nnd  earl  Mortimer  has  been 
I impeadied  by  this  House;  as  likewise,  the  eu- 
dciivoura  ilmt  Imve  been  used  hy  the  Commons 
I to  bring  tha  said  earl  cojiistice ; in  which  pro- 
I ceediiigs,  the  unhappy  diTerences  that  Imve 
arisen  between  the  twn'llouses  liare  disappoint- 
eillheirjostcxpect^ons;  aadliltewise.huuihly 
I to  pray  his  majesty,  that  he  will  except  llic  said 
earl  mic  of  the  Act  uf  Grace,  which  his  mnjesty 
has  been  gracioosly  pleased  to  promise  from  the 
throne;  to  the  end  the  Commons  omy  be  at 
. liberty  to  proceed  agaiast  the  snid  earl  in  a 
liuiiienlary  way," — The  lord  Castkcoiuer 
ng  seconded  by  Mr.  Yunge,  and  the  question 
put  upon  his  motion,  it  was  curried  in  the  af- 
firmalire,  and  a Cotomittce  appointed  lo  draw 
up  the  said  Address.  Another  Committee  was 
the  same  day  appointed  to  inspect  the  Lords' 
Journals,  iu  relatiou  to  their  proceedings  oo  the 
Trial  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  and  te  report  what 
(hey  Gild  therein,  to  the  House. 

July  4.  Tlie  lord  Cosllocomcr,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  the  Ad- 
dress against  the  enrl  of  Oxford,  reported  the 
same,  which  being  agreed  to,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  said  Address  be  presented  by  the  whole 

July  5.  The  Commons,  with  their  Speaker, 
presented  tlie  snid  Address  to  Ids  majesty, 
which  is  as  follows : 

“ Moat  gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  faithfulsubjecis, 
the  Cnininons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament 
utemblvii,  do  most  humbly  represent  to  your 
Biajesjy,  That  in  our  Impeacbmeiit  exhibited 
agaiost  Hubert  Enil  i>f  Oxford  and  Eiirl  Mor- 
timer,  we  did  set  furtli.  That  he  the  said  earl 
did  traiteriiusly  adhere  to,  aid,  and  ahet  tlie 
late  French  king,  then  an  enemy  to  her  late 
majesty,  aud  did  begin  and  carry  on  n claodes- 
liae  ami  separate  carrespiintleace  aud  negotia- 
tion with  the  ministers  of  the  said  French  king; 
in  consequence  uf  u liicli  it  is  evident,  that  great 
part  of  the  Forces,  maintained  atilie  expence  uf 
so  much  Dritivh  treasure,  in  order  to  reduce  the 
Mwer  of  France  ; as  likewise  great  part  of  the 
Suhsidies  granted  hy  parliament  Lo  foreign 
princes  for  the  same  end,  were,  in  reality,  made 
subservient  and  iiistrumenta]  to  nwe  the  good 
allies  of  her  majesty  into  a compliance  with  the 
harit  terms  dictated  by  France. 

" Tlie  unbnppy  Catalans  were  abandoned ; 
the  emperor,  empire,  and  king  of  Portugal,  were 
Jeff  IU  trsac  for  theiuselves;  the  kingdom  of 
S'cily  was  given  lo  the  duke  ofSiivoy,  as  an 
■n'lucemeiit  und  reward  to  him  for  quitting  the 
coiniimn  enuse,  in  direct  defiance  and  violation 
of  tlie  grand  nlliaiice,  ond  uf  the  declurvd  sense 
of  mo-t  of  her  good  allies,  and  especially  of  the 
D'llch.  wh,,  to  this  day,  imve  never  assented  to 
that  condition  nf  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.  A 
diametul  aiiddislmnour.ible  treaty  of  peace  was 
« last  conclU|dc^^bj|  whietj  ii^pt^dcablp  fenn», , 
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of  trade  were  imposed  on  Great  Britain:  the 
demuHtiou  uf  Dunkirk,  wliich  had  been  ad* 
dressed  for  by  pnrliamrni,  was  eluded  by  a 
ireacberous  connivance, at  the  making  of  a new 
canal  at  Manlyke;  and  the  security  which  wu 
urupused  by  removing  the  Untender  out  uf 
Fi-ance,  wns,  in  the  like  manner,  evailed  by  a 
ireaciieruus  connivance  at  his  reiiiiing  in  Lor* 

“ ft  is  owing  to  your,  majesty's  unwearied 
endeavours  fur  llie  good  of  yooc  subjects,  and 
that  just  regard  whi^  is  piiid  lo  your  lunjisty 
hy  foreign  princes  aud  states,  that  we  tee  our- 
selves delivered,  in  a great  degree,  from  the  ef- 
fecu  uf  those  pernicious  measures,  which  might 
otherwise  lian-  proved  fatal  to  your  kingdoms  s 
hilt  as  we  reflect  with  equal  gratitude  and  ad* 
miratiun  on  your  majesty’s  being  able  to  re* 
trieve  such  iniscarriaget,  especially  in  a lime 
which  Lot  been  disturbed  by  public  tninulcsmid 
rebellious  : we  think  it  is  a great  aggravation 
of  guilt  in  those  who  gas’e  uu  to  many  national 
advnnluges,  at  a time  wheu  cliey  laboured  under 
no  such  difficulties  at  home,  and  when  the  con- 
tinued successes  of  a long  nnd  glorious  nar  Imd 
put  ihem  into  a condition  ol  gaiuiiig  the  most 
beneficial  terms  from  the  enemy. 

“ Your  faiihivl  Commons  did  likewise  exhibit 
several  other  Charges  against  the  taid  earl,  re- 
presenting biru  in  many  notorious  instances,  as 
a person  who  had  abuse.l  the  trust  and  c-.nfi* 
deua*,  which  her  lure  mnjesty  had  reposed  in 
him,  and  sacrificed  the  honour  of  his  sovereign 
and  the  good  of  her  people,  to  private  views  of 
interest  and  ambnion, 

“ Your  faithful  Commons  have  not  beett 
wanting  in  their  eudeavouri  to  bring  the  snid 
earl  to  justice;  but  by  reasouofihe  unhappy 
differences  that  have,  in  this  proceeding,  arisen 
between  the  two  Houses,  we  have  fumiJ  uur- 
selves  disappointed  nfour  just  expectation,  and 
reduced  lo  the  necessity  either  of  giving  up, 
rights  aud  privilcj^es  of  the  highest  imporiaiice 
to  ail  the  Commons  of  Great  Britaiu,  or  seeing 
this  great  ufiender  escape  with  impuni^  fur  die 

“ For  these  reasons,  ue  do  most  humbly  be- 
seech your  mnjcsiy.  dint  your  majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  except  koberi  enrl  ef  Uxlord  and 
earl  Mortimer  out  of  the  Act  of  Grace,  which 
your  majesty  1ms  been  graciously  pleased  to 
promise  from  the  ibrobe ; to  the  end  the 
Cummons  may  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  agaiutt 
the  said  earl  in  a parliamcutary  way.” 

The  JCiag’i  Ansrer.']  To  this  Address,  bis 
majesty  was  pleased  to  (eiurn  the  foUowing 

“ Geodemca, 

” I will  give  directions  in  relation  to  the 
earl  of  Oxford,  as  you  desire ; and  it  is  with 
pleasure  I observe  the  sense, .expressed  in  your 
Address,  of  my  endeavours  fir  the  security,  ho- 
nour, and  advantage  of  these  kingdnms." 

I 2'Ae  King's  Speetb  al  the  Close  nf  th* 

' Sewiun.j  July  15.  The  King  came  to  the 
I ^uM^f  to 

r K''  ’ ’ ' 
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the  Commons  by  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod, 
commaoding  thein  to  attend  his  majesty  imme- 
diately, which  they  did  nccordinply,  and  (Mr. 
Speaker  presented  tlie  Money  Bills  to  his 
msjesfy;  which  done,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
read  a Speech  delivered  into  his  hands  by  ilie 
King,  from  the  tlitone,  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

" I cannot  put  an  end  lo  (bis  session,  with- 
out expressing  iny  liiaiiks  to  you,  for  the  dis- 
pntch  you  hove  given  to  the  public  business, 
and  drclfliiiig  the  sacisfaetbu  I promise  myself 
in  mceline  you  again  early  the  next  whiter, 
with  the  same  gond  dispusitioHS  for  ihe  service 
of  your  coui'Cry.  The  measures  we  have  (akeii 
in  this  parlinmeni,  liave,  by  the  blessing  of 
Almighty  God,  cifectually  defeafed  ail  tbr 
attempts  of  our  enemies,  both  at  home  and 
abroad;  and,  as  the  principle  on  which  those 
measures  ure  founded,  are  equally  conducive  to 
the  supporting  the  just  rights  of  the  crown 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  X shall  always 
persevere  in  ilieiu  myself,  and  distiuguisii  those 
wlio  adhere  to  them  with  steadiness  and  resolu- 
tion. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; , 

“ I thank  you,  in  the  most  aSectionate  man- 
ner, for  ilie  Supplies  you  have  granted  me,  and 
for  that  cuiistaiicy  and  zeal  which  you  liave 
shown  in  reducing  nur  National  Debts,  not- 1 
withstanding  die  many  incidents  and  obstruc- 
tions yon  have  met  with  in  the  carrying  on  of 
that  great  work.  As  you  hare  furnished  me 
with  the  means  of  disappoinCiog  any  designs  of 
a foreign  enemy  against  these  my  kingdoms,  so 
I cannot  but  ascribe,  in  a areat  measure,  the 
happy  prospect  of  our  affairs  abroad  to  that 
public  spirit  tvbidi  has  appeared  in  your  pro- 
ceedings, an4  lias  convinced  the  world,  that 
nn  insinuBiioDs  or  artifices  can  divert  you  from 
your  duty  to  your  sovereign  and  a disinterested 
regard  to  yoar  fellow-subjects. 

“ My  Lords  and  Geatlemen  ; 

“ It  is  with  great  pleasure  tliat  I see  the 
tranquillity  of  the  notion  so  well  established,  as 
to  admit  of  an  Act  of  Grace,  which  I hare 
long  desired  a fit  opportunity  to  grunt.  I hope 
that  such  as  shall,  by  this  meuns,  be  restored 
to  the  enjoyment  of  security,  and  the  protee- 
tiun  of  those  law^  against  which  they  have 
offended,  will  have  a due  sense  of  this  my 
indulgence,  and  give  me  the  most  acceptable 
return  iliey  can  possibly  make  me,  that  of 
becoming  friends,  instead  of  enemies  tu  tbeir 
country.'' 

Tlien  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  ISth  of  August.  Tliey  were 
afterwards  further  pronMned,  by  several  pro- 
rogniians,  to  the  Slat  uf  November. 

THIRD  SESSION  or  vnr  FIFTH  PAR- 
LIAMENT OP  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Tie  King’s  Speech  on  Opening  the  Susiua.J 
Nut.  si.  ITie  parliament  being  met,  the  King 
came  to4»BiH<Htsc  of  ,J*r4!i  «i,l  dEitveredi  thn : 


fonow'ing  Speech  into  the  hands  of  ihe  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  read  the  same  to  both  Houses; 

“ My  I-ords  and  Gentlemen; 

“ I am  very  glad  I have  been  able  to  bring 
the  sitting  nf  parliament  into  a more  proper 
and  usual  season  nf  the  year ; I hope  siicli  aa 
early  meeting  will  not  only  be  a benefit  to  the 
public,  but  a convenieuce  to  your  private 


* About  ibis  time  a serious  difference  took 
place  between  die  king  and  the  prince  of 
Wales.  “ On  the  3rd  of  November,”  sayi 
Tindal,  “ tlie  princess  of  Wales  was  delivered 
of  a prince,  .at  St.  James's,  and  the  king  two 
days  after  paid  her  a visit,  aud  returned  to 
Hampton-Couit.  The  young  prince  was  bap- 
tized tbe  S8ih  of  tlie  same  moath,  and  died 
not  long  after.  This  baptists  occasioned  la 
unhappy  diOerence  between  the  king  and  the 
prince.  1(  seems,  the  prince  had  designed  the 
duke  of  York,  bishop  of  Osnaburg,  the  king’s 
brother,  to  be  one  nf  the  godfathers,  and  had 
reason  to  believe  tbe  king  was  satisfied  with 
his  clmice.  But,  when  the  ceremony  cume  to 
be  perfonned,  tbe  duke  of  Newcastle  stood 
godfather  with  the  king,  n6t  as  a proxy  for, 
or  repreaeming  the  duke  of  York,  but  for  him- 
self, aud  in  his  own  name  aud  aerson.  I'hii 
the  prince  took  ill  of  the  duke,  not  as  he 
acted  lu  obedience  to  his  majesty’s  command, 
but  as  if  the  duke  had  dune,  or  at  least 
seemed  officious  to  do,  something  which  be 
was  not  coiQninnded.  This  jiroceeding 
sensibly  touched  the  prince,  and  raised  his 
'indignation  to  that  degree,  that  he  could 
not  help  showing  it ; but,  as  soon  as  the  cere- 
mony was  over,  spoke  some  warm  words  lo 
the  duke,  expressing  bis  resentment  at  what 
he  had  done.  Upon  report  of  these  words  to 
the  king,  bis  majesty  (bought  fit  to  give  a sud- 
den mark  of  his  displeasure,  by  sending  liis 
coininunds  to  the  prince  to  keep  ills  own  apntc- 
ment,  till  his  pleasure  was  farther  known ; tu 
which  he  immediately  submitted  : soon  after 
this  his  majesty's  farther  pleasure  was  signified 
to  the  prince,  that  lie  should  leave  St.  James's; 
accordingly  he  quitted  the  palace  (the  princess 
going  along  with  him,)  and  retired  to  the  house 
of  the  carl  of  Grantlmm,  in  Albemarle-street; 
but  the  children,  hy  the  king’s  order,  remained 
at  Si.  James’s.  Soon  after  this  his  majesty’s  plea- 
sure was  aigoilled  to  all  the  peers  and  peeresses 
of  Great  Britain  imd  Ireland,  and  to  all  privy- 
counsellors  and  their  wives,  that  all  persons, 
who  should  go  to  see  the  prince  and  princess  of 
Wales,  should  forbear  comiog  into  bis  majesty’s 
presence.  Besides,  such  as  had  employments 
under  the  king  and  prince  both,  were  obliged 
to  quit  the  service  of  one  of  them.  Soon  uAcr 
this  difference,  there  was  printed  in  the  Am- 
sterdam Gazette,  a letter  in  French,  said  to  bd 
written  by  one  of  tbe  secretaries  of  stale  to 
the  foreign  ministers,  dated  at  Whitehall,  De- 
cember 24,  1717,  fiviug  on  account  of  tb* 
wklch'.iinseutW  of  cticCnhC) 
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>>  As  I hnve  always  Lad  at  heart  the  security 
intl  ease  ol  my  penple,  bo  1 never  kept  up  any 
troops  but  for  their  pretectinn,aiid  have  taken 
(very  opportunity  to  disbaiid  as  losny  ns  I 
tliou;hl  consistent  with  their  safety.  1 linve 
redocAl  the  Army  to  very  near  one  half,  since 
ibe  Leftinniii;;  of  the  lust  session  of  parliament, 
nnd  lessened  them  to  sucli  n number  as  will 
neitlier  be  a buribeii  to  my  good  subjects,  oor 


(a  weekly  paper)  published  a imnsiatioa.  Tlie 
Letter  wm  as  fullows: 

“ Sir ; Ilis  majesty  having  been  informed  that 
several  reports,  for  tlic  most  part  ill  grounded, 
are  spreau  abroad  concerning  what  lias  lately 
passed  in  the  royal  family,  he  has  ordered  me 
to  send  you  the  inclosed  Recount  of  it.—Aa  soon 
as  the  young  prince  was  born,  the  king  caused 
himself  to  be  iiifunncd  of  what  was  wont  to 
be  observed  in  the  like  cases,  in  this  kingdom, 
io  regard  to  the  cereiaoiiy  of  baptism;  niid 
baring  found  by  the  records,  that,  when  it 
was  a boy,  and  the  king  was  godfather,  it  was 
the  custom  for  him  to  nominate  for  second 
godfather,  one  of  the  principal  lords  of  his 
court,  who  for  the  most  part  was  the  lord 
chamberlain  i he  named  for  this  function,  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  who  now  bears  chat  charge; 
naming  at  the  same  time  for  gndinoilier  ^ic 
dutcliess  of  St.  Alban’s,  first  lady  oriiouour  to  the 
princess.  Nevertheless,  his  myni  highness  the 
priuce  of  Wales  conceived  such  a dislike  at 
(his,  that  on  Thursday  last,  after  tiie  solemniiy 
of  the  baptism  was  over,  finding  himself  no 
longer  master  of  his  temper,  he  drew  near  to 
the  duke  of  Newcastle,  end  gave  him  very 
reproachful  words,  upon  supposition  that  he 
had  solicited  that  honour  in  spite  of  him.  The 
king  tsas  still  in  the  chamber,  but  not  near 
enough  to  hear  wbat  the  prince  said  to  the 
duke.  This  last  ibhiking  himself  obliged  tu 
infirm  the  king  of  it,  and  the  prince  having 
confessed  the  matter  to  the  dukes  of  Kiugstnn, 
Kent,  nod  Roxburgh  (whom  his  majesty  sent  to 
him  the  next  day  upon  this  occasion)  his  ma- 
JeAy  ordered  him  by  a seednd  message,  not  tu 
go  out  of  his  own  nparCment  till  further  order ; 
un  Saturday  the  prince  wrote  n letter  to  the 
king,  and  the  next  day,  (Sunday)  ntioclier : 
but,  liittnojesty  not  finding  tiiem  satisfactory, 
and  baving'besides  other  reasons  of  discoiileuc 
Qt  several  steps  the  prince  had  taken,  be 
Caused  him  to  be  told  yesterdny  in  the  ^ler- 
nuon,  by  liis  vice-chauibcrl.dn,  >ir.  Cook,  that 
he  should  be  gone  from  the  palace  of  St. 
James's ; ami  to  tiie  princess,  Umt  she  iniglii 
continue  in  tiie  palace  as  lung  ns  she  iliuught 
Convenient;  buithatasfor  the  princesses,  her 
daugliteis,  and  (he  young  prince,  the  king  would 
have- them  remain  with  him  in  the  palace,  ami 
that  the  princess  should  he  permiued  bt  see 
them  as  often  as  she  desired  it.  However, 
the  princess,  being  iinwitliiig  to  leave  the 

Crince,  iter  liusbaud,  went  with  him  ti>  the 
ou>e  of  the  earl  of  Grontliaiu  her  lord-chatu- 
beriain,  where  their  royal  higbnesses  lay  lost 
Bighi." 


Ojtaiing  ^^e  Sesiioa.  [503 
an  encouragement  to  our  enemies  to  insoli 

" You  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  many 
attempts  which  have  been  set  on  font  to 
disturb  tlie  pence  of  Europe,  and  of  iliese 
kingdoms  ; they  only  pretend  not  to  see,  wlu> 
nre  not  iifrnid  of  them.  But  as  no  application 
tins  Iieen  naming  on  my  part  to  preserve  die 
public  tranmiillity,  1 hate  (he  pleasure  to  find 
my  good  ulhces  nave  nut  been  nltogeilwr  un- 
successful, nnd  have  reason  to  hope  (hey  will, 
in  (he  end,  hare  (heir  full  nnd  desired  efiect. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  Ilouse  of  Cuoxnans ; 

“ I question  not  hut  you  are  very  well  pleas- 
ed CO  finii  that  ynur  endeavours  .for  lessening 
the  Nstional  Debts,  Lave  at  Ihu  same  time 
raised  the  public  credit ; and  thnt  whatever 
was  proposed  for  that  end  is  actually  anti  com- 
pletely effected.  This  success  must  ciiiefly  be 
attributed  to  that  just  nnd  prudent  regard  you 
liuve  shewn  to  parliamentary  ar.gygpments. 

“ It  was  with  the  view  of  procuring  nnd  set- 
tling a lasting  tranquillity,  that  I deiuontied  tlie 
estmordinary  Supply  which  you  craiitcd  me 
last  session.  The  credit,  which  this'  confidence 
reposed  in  me,  hath  given  us  abroad,  bus  al- 
ready fieen  so  far  effectual,  Clint  1 can  acquaint 
you  we  have  a mnch  better  prospect  than  we 
hart.  I have  ordered  on  Account  in  be  luid 
before  you  of  tbe  very  sinuil  part  of  that  Sup- 
ply which  as  yet  has  been  expended  ; any  foi<- 
rher  issues  that  lony  be  made  of  it,  sbnil  he 
also  laid  before  you  ; And  you  may  be  assured, 
that  every  part  of  it  shall  either  he  employed 
for  yoar  service,  or  saved  to  the  public. 

“ 1 Imre  ordered  to  be  laid  liefure  you  a state 
of  the  Deficiencies  of  die  prevent  year,  and  ihe 
severe!  fisiiniates  for  the  service  of  (be  next; 
wliicli  you  will  find  considerably  diminished. 
I rely  upon  your  making  the  necessary  provision 
for  them ; not  ilouhliiig  of  die  concinuniice  of 
that  zciil  for  the  good  of  your  country,  which 
hath  been  so  emiiieiilly  conspicuous  iu  every 
session  of  this  porbaiuenr. 

“ I cannot  iii  justice  avoid  putting  you  in 
mind,  thnt  several  Arrears  of  I’uy  sud  Subsidy, 
incurred  before  my  accession  to  the  crumi,  ure 
claimed  by  foreign  priiices  and  states  : I sliaU 
order  them  to  be  laul  before  you,  tu  die  end 
you  may  put  them  in  h niednxl  uf  being  exa- 
mined nnd  stntrd  ; wiiicti  aid  very  much  tend 
o the  honour  and  credit  of  die  iiutiun. 

“ My  Lords  anrl  Gentleinin  ; 

“ 1 c jiild  heartily  wish,  thni  at  n time  whe> 
the  cumimm  enemies  uf  uur  Religion  are.  by 
all  lunnner  of  nnitive',  endcaiuunng  to  u.<dii^ 
mine  and  we.ikeii  ii,  both  uc  home  and  ahruud, 
alt  those  whu  are  Irieiiils  tu  uur  prisviit  linppv 
estublisliinent,  might  uiinniuiiiusly  cimeii.r  lii 
some  proper  mcthurl  furilie  grenirr  streugibea- 
iiig  diu  I’mtestani  Inierust:  <if  winch,  us  (he 
Church  ofEiigliuid  is  uii>|uesiiimul>iy  the  iu.<  u 
support  and  bulwark,  v>  will  she  reap  ti«  prin- 
cipal benefit  of  every  iidvHiit.ige  acciuing  by 
the  union  and  mutual  Ciuriiy  •'fiill  rioiesisnta. 

“ As  none  can  recomiueiid  llieiiiselses  rii  -re 
effectually  tu  my  favour  and  couuienaaco,  Uma 
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l>v  a«inC£rezeaIfortbe  just  rights  of  die  crowu 
and  die  liUerties  of  the  neupic ; so  I nm  deter- 
mined ti)  encouruge  all  those  who  act  agreea- 
bly CO  die  consiituriou  of  these  rot  kiiigdums, 
and  conse<]uvntly  tn  the  principles  00  which 
try  government  is  fiumled. 

“ Tlie  eyesot'ali  Europe  are  upon  yon  at  this 
critical  juncture.  It  is  your  interest,  Ibr  iviiirh 
reason  1 thiuk  it  mine,  dmt  my  indeavours  for 
prticurina  ilie-  ^eace  and  quiet  of  Cliristcndom, 
should  tnki.  edect.  Nothing  can  so  much  coiw 
irihuie  to  this  desintlile  end,  as  the  unanimity, 
dis-paicli,  and  vigour  of  your  resolutions  for  the 
support  of  my  g..vmn)ent." 

The  Ijords'  Address  of  Thanksf\  His  ma- 
jesty being  retired,  the  Lords  voted  an  Address 
of  J'liQiiks,  and  die  ne.xt  day  waited  on  the 
King  with  the  same  os  follows : 

“ Mo*e  Gracinus  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
■uhjccts,  the  I.ords  spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliaii-.ent  assembled,  do  return  your  majesty 
our  humble  Thaoits  for  your  most  gracinus 
Speecii  fruiii  the  throne,  and  for  your  regard  to 
the  coDvenienoy  of  your  subjects,  in  meeting 
th<  111  so  early  m parliament;  and  beg  leave  to 
espress  to  ynur  majesty  the  ju<t  sense  ne  have 
of  your  gieac  concern  for  the  ease  of  your  peo- 
ple, iu  dishatidmg  so  considerable  a number  nf 
your  Forces,  and  of  vour  care,  at  the  same 
time,  in  coa^ulliIlg  their  safety.  We  return 
your  majesty  our  most  humble  thanks  for  your 
unwearied  endeavours  and  applicaliim  towards 

firescrving  and  settling  the  pence  and  tranquil- 
ity of  Europe,  nnd  of  diese  your  kingdoms, 
ngniiist  die  many  attempts  of  all  kinds  to  dis- 
turb them  ; and  cannot  sudicienily  express  our 
satisfaction,  that  diere  is  a prospect  of  success ; 
and  do  assure  your  majesty,  tliat,  as  you  have 
been  pleased,  in  so  gracious  a manner,  to  de- 
clare your  interests  and  those  of  your  people 
inseparable ; so  DOll.iiig  shall  be  wanting  on 
our  parts,  at  this  critical  Juncture,  towards  sup- 
porting your  in  ijesty  wiih  rhe  utmost  zeal  aad 
vigour,  till  your  majesty’s  endeavours  for  the 
quiet  of  Christendom  mid  the  good  of  your 
people  liKie  had  their  full  and  desired  effect. 

“ We  have  a grateful  sense  of  your  majesty’s 
coBcrni  for  the  I’rotestant  Religino,  nnd  the 
Churcli  of  England  as  by  Jaw  establidied ; 
svhicli,  35  it  has  always  been  the  chief  of  the. 
Protestant  churches,  so  it  can  never  he  so  well 
supported  as  by  sircngiheniiig  and  ui.iliDg(as 
fur  as  "lay  he)  the  Protestant  Interest.” 

The  King’*  Ania>cr.]  To  which  Address  liis 
in.-ijc-tv  reliinied  this  Answer: 

<■  My  Lonls ; 

“ I diank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad- 
dress: die  zeal  you  express,  for  the  support  of 
iny  c'lvcfiiinen',  c inii'it  hut  have  the  beat  ef- 
feci  it(>iin  out  alf'airs  both  at  home  and  abroad.” 

'I'-c  Comma  Address  of  ThanksA  Nov, 
23.  Tliv  L'oimnons  agreed  upon  the  following 
Address,  and  presented  it  tins  day  to  his  ma- 
jesty: 


“ Mott  Gracious  Sovereign; 

« We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  inpar- 
liaiucntassembled, crave  leave  to  express  our 
gratitude  to  your  majesty,  for  your  inus,c  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  diroiie. 

“ Our  minds  are  filled  with  the  most  lively 
sense  of  your  majesty’s  regard  to  your  people 
in  bringing  die  sitting  of  parliament  into  a aiore 
proper  and  usual  season  of  the  year.  And  as 
yonr  majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  tu 
cofisider  the  convenience  ofour  private  afiairs, 
in  this  early  meeting,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
answer  your  majesty's  gracious  incenlious,  by 
improving  it,  os  much  as  we  arc  able,  to  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

” Wc  are  highly  sensible  of  ilic  concern 
your  majesty  lias  shewn  for  the  welfare  of  your 
people,  by  the  redoednnsyou  have  been  pleased 
to  inakelrom  time  to  time,  of  the  Land  Forces, 
so  soon  as  the  posture  of  uBairs  rendered  it 
safe  to  these  your  kingdoms.  It  is  our  pe- 
culiar happiness  to  see  ourselves  govcnied  by 
a sovereign,  nbo  is  not  iiifluonced  by  any 
notions  ofgreatness  that  are  inconsistent  with 
the  prosperity  of  his  subjects  ; ni)d  who  pro- 
posr-s  to  himself  the  ease  of  hu  people,  as  the 
chief  glory  of  his  reign. 

*•  We  acknowledge,  with  hearts  full  of  duty 
and  gratitude,  your  majesty’s  unwearied  endea- 
vours to  prevent  die  many  attempts  which  have 
been  set  on  foot  to  disUirb.the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  the  quiet  of  these  kingdoms ; and  have 
the  more  reason  to  apprehend  the  ill  conee- 
qucnces  of  such  aiiempis,  since  there  are  those 
who,  as  they  would  be  thought  to  see  noduiieer 
in  them,  give  us  reason  to  believe  (bat  dley 
would  nut  be  troubietl  at  their  success.  We 
are  therefore  firmly  resolved,  in  the  must  ef- 
fectual manner,  to  support  ymr  majesty  in  such 
measures  as  your  majesty,  in  your  great  wisdoru, 
shall  judge  necessary  to  procure  the  establish- 
ment of  die  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

“ We  receive,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
your  majesty’s  gracious  expressions  and  assu- 
rances touching  the  extraordinary  Supply  grant- 
ed last  year:  nnd  will  cheerfully  gmut  ynur 
majesty  such  Supplies  as  shall  effectually  pro- 
vide for  the  public  semcc. 

“ It  is  with  unspeakable  sorrow  of  lieart, 
that  we  observe  the  many  artifices  which  are 
made  use  of  by  the  common  enemies  of  our 
religion,  to  undermine  and  weaken  it,  both  at 
home  and  abroad  ; and  as  we  have  the  moit 
grateful  sense  iif  the  tender  concern  which  your 
majesty  has  been  pleased  to  express  for  ihe 
Protestant  Religion,  and  especially  for  the 
main  support  of  it,  the  Church  of  Eii^aiid  as 
by  law  established ; so  we  are  resolved,  on  our 
part,  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  methods 
for  strengthening  the  Protestant  interest  of  these 

“ It  is  a pleasure  to  us,  that  the  eyes  of  "H 
Europe  are  turned  upon  us  at  dlis  critical  junc- 
ture, since  we  have  thereby  an  opportunity  of 
shewing  the  world  tliejust  confidenr  we  re- 
pose in  pfour  majesty^  and  our  jmshaken  rssolu- 
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inmiiiBr.ns  ■•h.-l.  tn.il.ls  >..nr  m»jr»iy  to  jcltle 
ihe  peact  nl  < ii'i-cfiid  -m.'’ 

3'/,s  K'ir.^’v  Justtf/  I 1 .>  which  tlio  Kingre- 

lomed  llif  iMl-itliig  Ansvxr: 

“ I timiil.  yiu  for  the  rcpeatcfl  astiimiiccs 
you  have  uitoi  ms.  in  dutiful  and  loyal 
Addicts,  uf  y..ui  Htfsctiiuiute  !iup|iorl  and  a>> 
siMuKcs  III  ills  prsteiKjiinctiire  of  affairs.  I 
esfiectod  no  lv-5  irum  a lluutc  of  Commons,  tu 
BiiVcLMDiite  t-.  my  person,  aud  so  zealous  for 
Ibe  pulilic  wsltare." 

Great  Debate  in  the  Cmnmms  conceniing  the 
Kumber  uj  the  Imd  Porcfs.]  December  4. 
A inotioii  was  made  fi>r  a Supply  for  maimnin- 
ing  [he  Guards  uiiil  Garris. in'-,  in  Great  Britain, 
tor  (he  year  1713,  accnrdiiig  to  the  Kstimute 
laid  before  the  House.  This  motion  «bs  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Shippen,  sir  William  Wyndham 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  which  last  made  a 
speech,  wherein,  besides  the  cutomoii  topic  of 
the  danger  ofu  Standing  Army  in  a free  nation, 
tie  insisted  on  four  principal  points,  viz.  1. 
lliat  whereas  tlicy  were  given  to  understand, 
that  the  Army  was  reduced  to  13,000  and  odd 
men,  it  still  consisted  of  above  18,000,  wiiich 
was  one  third  part  more  than  the  number  of 
Laud  Forces  in  Great  Britain  uraounted  to 
formerly  in  time  of  peace.  2.  That  there  was 
no  due  prnpoitloii  observed,  either  between  the 
Buenber  of  liorse,  dragoons,  and  foot,  or  be- 
tween the  number  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
that  were  kept  standing ; insomuch,  that  of 
ahnut  11,000/.  wihicli  the  pay  of  a reduced  re- 
giment of  foot  amomus  to,  near  7,000/.  goes 
towards  the  pay  of  the  officers,  and  4000/.  only 
to  the  private  soldiers.  3.  Thai  the  keeping  up 
so  great  a number  of  officers,  was,  in  effiect, 
the  niiiiutainiiig  of  an  arinv  almost  double  of 
what  lYBs  intended,  since  the  soldiers  that  were 
wanting  to  compieie  the  companies  and  regi- 
ments, iniglit  be  raised  witli  a drum  in  twice 
four  and  livemy  liours.  4.  That  the  pay  of  ge- 
neral officers,  which  amounted  to  above  20,000/. 
was  an  expence  altogether  needless,  and  un- 
precedr-med  in  time  of  peace.  Allthesepar- 
ticulars  Mr.  Walpole  enlarged  upon,  and  made 
good  his  assertions  by  proper  vouchers. 

Mr.  Cragg!,  secretary  at  war,  answered 
Mr.  Walpole.  Hesaid,That  in  ull  vti>e  go- 
vernments, the  security  of  the  stale  is  the  rule 
chiefly  to  be  regarded ; and  that  his  majesiy, 
both  m the  augmeniatioD  and  the  reduction  of 
hit  forces,  had  not  only  ciiasciltcd  the  safety, 
but  likewise  the  ease  of  his  people.  That 
though,  as  was  suggested,  the  nation  paid  at 
present  near  18,000  men,  yet  there  were  only 
ffl,347  who  could  give  any  jealousy,  unless  some 
peiipio  should  think  our  liheriies  in  danger, 
ffnin  the  chaplains,  surgeons,  widows  of  officers, 
and  such  Ijarraless,  iimffeiisive  persons,  who 
Were  included  in  ihe  first  number  : That  iher^ 
lore  ihere  are  not  much  above  4,000  men  more 
oow  iu  Great  .Britain  than  there  syer® 


after  tiie  Pence  of  Ryswick,  which  niimber 
must  Ik.-  tl  onglil  very  tnoderale  by  all  who  w ish 
well  to  the  presriit  happy  Selilement,  con- 
sidering that  the  en.hcts  1)1  an  unnaioml  Ho- 
hellioii, lately  extinguished,  were  still  warm,  and 
ihetli<content»  inihis'rn.usly  fuinenterl  by  (he 
ontiiii'S  Ilf  me  govenimeni;  That  the  pnrlia- 
iiieut  had  evcrcnnienied  tbvmselves  with  fixing 
the  number  of  the  Forces  that  erre  thought 
necessary  (u  he  rsaintnined,  hut  had  left  to  the 
c-o>vn  the  nuinner  Ilf  leducing  and  modelling 
that  number ; niid  therefore,  if  they  should 
now  do  otherwise.  It  would  be  hut  an  iiidif- 
fereiic  reciim  to  iliat  gracious  and  tender  regard 
which,  on  all  occasions,  liis  majesty  has  shewn 
to  the  security  and  ease  of  liis  subjects.  That 
after  ull,  it  is  no  less  n piece  of  justice  than 
roaicer  of  prudence,  to  keep  up  ns  gveat  a num- 
ber of  officers  as  possible;  for,  liesides  the  oc- 
casion which  the  iialion  inny  have  for  them 
for  the  fuiurc,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  acknow- 
ledge the  past  eminent  services  of  gemleinen, 
wiio  having  tiecO  brought  up  to  uo  other  trade 
but  war,  had  no  other  way  to  subsist  and  pro- 
vide fur  themselves  and  families. 

Mr.  Craggi  was  backed  by  Mr.  Aislahie, 
Mr,  Hampdai,  Mr.  John  Sinitii,  Mr.  Coventry, 
member  for  Bridport,  col.  Bladen,  Mr.  Bar- 
rington Shute,and  sir  Joseph  Jekyjl,»Lo  chiefly 
insisted  on  liie  necessity  of  keeping  up  13,000 
men  Ht  least,  one  year  lunger. 

Sir  David  Dalrymplf  was  of  the  same  opi- 
nion, and  to  that  purpose  urged,  Tbatthe  da- 
contents  run  still  as  high  in  Scotland  as  before 
the  late  Rebelliun  ; fur  wiiich  ha  nlUifgcd  se^ 
vcral  reasons. 

Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Bromley,  Mr.  Freeman, 
general  Erie,  and  some  other  gentlemen,  were 
of  opinion,  That  12,000  men  were  suflicirnt  j 
and  tlie  debate  having  lusted  till  uijuorter  past 
six,  the  rjuestion  was  going  to  be  put  whether 
the  number  should  16  or  18,000?  When, 

.Mr.  Shippen  made  the  folloniog  speech 
Mr.  Speaker  ; I congratulate  ihe  tionour- 
able  person  below  (general  I.uinley)  on  his  be- 
ing restored  to  the  good  opinion  of  the  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  iast-.  (sir  Joseph  Jekyll) 
for  it  is  not  long  eince  he  (see  p.  467j  compli- 
roented,  I will  not  say  flattered,  another  at  the 
espeuceof  that  honouraUe  person,  and  must 
of  the  general  officers  in  this  kingdom. 

“ But  as  to  the  queslioD  before  us,  it  is  my 
misfortune  to  differ  from  that  learned  gemlc- 
mnn  in  all  lie  liatli  advanced,  which,  when 
stripped  of  some  excursions,  may  be  reduced  to 
these  two  propositions  : ‘ 1.  That  the  only 
‘ danger  of  continuing  the  Army  is  iheExjieuce 
‘of  it.  2 That  we  ought  to  cooiplv  w ith  Iho 
‘ number  nf  Forces  proposed,  because  it  is  de- 
‘ iiiandcd  by  the  king,  who  is  the  best  judge  of 
‘ nur  necessities.’ 

“ I do  not  object  to  the  First  reason,  that  the 
nhittse  is  nmbiguous,  and  ihiii  it  is  diiricull  to 
know  wliat  he  means  by  the  D inger  of  the  Ex- 
pellee ; hut,  if  I uudvrstand  biiii,  (he  answer 


IS  obvious.  For  ilioiigli  liie  Expence  is  doubt- 
le^s^amatc^  highly  deteivin^  die  ponsideration 
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«f  tbis  Houk,  whose  business  and  duejr  it  is  to 
dispose  of  tlie  public  money  with  the  utmost 
frugality;  yet  it  is  by  no  lueans  ibe  chief,  or 
ooly  ar|piuient  agniiisc  keeping  up  on  Army  in 
time  of  pence.  'I'he  chief  a^uoient,  with  great 
submission,  is.  That  the  civil  and  military 
power  cannot  long  subsist  together ; that  a 
Standliig  Army  ia  ciine  of  peace  will  neces- 
sarily impede  the  free  execuimn  of  tlie  Inws  of 
ilieluul.  And  it  is  theceture  very  extraordinary 
tliBi  the  expence  should  beyboueht  the  only 
danger,  to  use  his  own  terms,  of  a Si.imling 
Army,  by  a person  whose  profession  and  pre- 
sent station  oblige  him  to  make  those  laws  his 
first  care  ; and  iliac  it  should  be  unced  as  such 
in  this  place,  where  so  many  millions  have 
been  cliMrhilly  granted  for  the  defence  of 

“ The  second  reason  is  no  more  conclusive 
than  tlie  first,  as  1 hope  to  make  appear  in  die 
sequel  of  whni  1 have  to  oiTer. 

‘‘Gentlemen have  insisted  much  on  the  great 
grace  and  favour  shewn  in  reducing  tlie  Anny 
fiuce  the  begiouiug  of  the  last  session  ; and  I 
presume  not  to  suy,  thaiwe  were  deceived  into 
the  Voce  then  given  formaintainuig  33,000  men, 
because  we  always  proceed  with  ilie  utmost 
caution  and  circumsMCtinn,  and  because  the 
deep  designs  of  die  Swedish  Plot,  wliicli  occa- 
sioned su^  terrible  apprebeusiims  amongst  us 
have  since  been  fully  discovered  to  die  world. 

“ But  however  wisely  it  was  then  doiie,l  hope 
sever  again  to  see,  either  the  same  number, 
or  near  the  same  corps,  after  some  artful  re- 
ductions, coiiciiiued  in  ibis  uacioa  in  time  of 
peace,  on  any  pretence,  on  any  appreheosions 
whatsoever. 

“ I will  nut  trouble  you,  Sir,  with  my  remarks 
«n  the  fiillacy  of  those  reductions.  Tliey  linve 
been  sufficiently  exposed  by  a geaileman  (Mr. 
R.  VVulpoIr)  who  is  better  iuforued  of  the 
secret  of  that  aiT.iir,  and  who,  I am  glad  to  find, 
wiien  lie  is  contending  for  the  service  of  Lis 
couniry,  is  no  more  afmid  then  myself,  ufbeiug 
called  u Jacobite,  by  those,  who  wont  ocher  ar- 
guments to  support  their  debates. 

“ Our  present  censideraclun  is,  whether  diere 
are  any  reasoos  to  induce  us,  as  our  circum- 
stances now  stand,  to  keep  up  above  16,000 
taen,  with  officers  for  almost  double  ibat  num- 
ber: and  whether,  ifwe  should  consent  Co  keep 
tl«m  up,  we  tbould  act,  as  his  majesty  desires 
we  should,  agresahly  to  the  conscitutiun  of  these 
kingdoms,  and  consequeody  to  the  principles 
on  which  his  government  is  founded. 

“ Now  in  virtue  of  liiat  freedom  of  spcecli 
we  me  all  intitled  to,  1 beg  leave  to  declare 
my  opinion,  That  the  keeping  up  the  number 
proposed,  is  su  fur  from  being  necessary  to  our 
protection,  lliat  it  will  be  inconsistent  wicli  our 
safety,  and  an  excessive  burtiieu  to  his  ma- 
jesty's good  subjects.  Nor  do  I think  it  pos- 
sible any  aiguiucucscan  be  invented,  none  lam 
sure  have  been  yet  ofiered,  to  inelinc  a House 
of  Commons  at  this  time,  when  we  are  in  it 
prufuund  tranquillity,  some  dotoestic  feuds  ex- 
cepted, to  submit  to  ibac^  f member, 
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every  lover  of  liberty  must  own,  abstraciedly 
cousidered,  to  be  a grievance,  and  such  a one 
as  onght  never  to  be  submitted  tn,  hoc  in  cbac 
most  desperate  and  deplorable  circumstance 
where  it  is  to  be  chosen  as  the  less  evil, 

“ 1 know  these  assertions  interfere  with  what 
is  laid  down  in  the  second  paragrupli  of  hia  ma- 
jesty’s Speech,  But  we  are  to  consider  that 
Speech  as  the  composition  and  advice  of  liii 
ministry,  and  are  therefore  at  lilierty  to  debate 
every  proposition  in  it ; etpedally  ihoie  u'hici 
teem  rather  caUulatcdfor  the  meridian  o/  Ger- 
many, Ihon  qf  Great  Brtfain. 

“It  it  the  only  infdkity  of  hit  mmestyfs  reign. 
That  he  uunaeguaiuted  tcilh  our  languiigc  and 
coniritRfiort,-  and  it  ischercfurc  the  more  io- 
cuiiihenc  on  his  British  ministers  to  inform  him, 
That  our  goverument  does  not  stand  on  ilie 
same  foundation  with  bis  German  doiuiiiiont, 
w hich,  by  reason  of  their  situation,  and  the 
nature  of  their  consiiiuciuu,  are  obliged  to  keep 
up  armies  in  time  of  peace.  Nor  is  it  in  the 
least  to  be  wondered  at,  that  his  majesty,  who 
hutb  spent  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in  those 
duinioioos,  should  think  sixteen,  orevenS3,U00 
men,  might  be  continued  in  so  rich  and  power- 
ful anaiion  as  this  is,  without  being  a burthen 
to  it.  But  wliea  lie  ^all  come  to  understand, 
that  the  smaller  number,  in  timeofpeace,  would 
be  destructive  to  tliot  security  and  ease  of  his 
people,  for,  which  he  expresses  so  lender  o re- 
gotd,  he  will  doubtless  be  convinced,  that  those 
act  must  conformablyto  elieir  du^  and  his  in- 
terest, who,  as  true  subjects  of  Great  Briuin, 
ure  against  continuing  more  troops,  chan  have 
lieeo  usually  thought  nnd  found  sufficient,  in 
the  same  situation  of  afiairs,  for  the  support 
of  the  croyn  and  the  safety  of  the  kingdom. 

“ I am  tlierelnre  at  a loss  to  conceive  how 
geiilleinen  can  persuade  themselves,  that  the 
cnmulyiiig  with  this  exiraordhiary  demand, 
would  promote  his  majesty's  service.  For  it 
supposes  not  only  a distrust,  but  a weakness  in 
the  govemmeni : ns  if  neither  tlie  nffecdousof 
ihe  people  at  home,  nor  the  Treaties  of  oar 
allies  abroad,  were  to  be  depended  on : wliich 
is  a thought  10  injurious)  so  contradictory  to 
some  solemn  assurances  from  the  throne,  that 
no  one  will  presume  to  advance  it  npeuly  iu 
the  House  or  elsewhere;  and  yet  it  is  all,  in 
my  humble  apprehension,  iiicluilecl  in  tliis  mo- 
tion. Noiliing,  indeed,  can  alienate  the  hearts 
of  clie  people  from  his  majesty  ; but  such  at- 
teaipis  have  formerly  proved  fatal  to  princes 
of  less  CQUsummaie  wisdom  and  virtue,  ^•or 
are  we  to  imagine,  that  the  same  grievance  is 
not  equally  mischievous  in  the  reign  of  a guod 
prince  as  uf  n had  one.  It  is  snmetimes  mure 
so,  because  less  expected,  and  less  guarded 
againsc. 

“ Surely  bis  majesty  will  have  no  just  caus* 
to  doubt  the  continuance  of  that  zm  for  che 
good  of  our  country,  which,  lie  is  pleased  to 
say  hath  been  soemineiitly  conspicuous  in  every 

session  of  this  parliament,  if  we  make  the  fate 
of  otlier  nations  a document  to  ourselves  on 
thupccuioQ^  ifwe  thiuk^  fiiyt  the  keeping  u; 
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» larger  number  of  Forces,  cbnn  is  absolutely 
necessary,  Coo  dangerous  an  experiment  to  be 
ofieii  repeated. 

“ Let  gentlemen  look  round  Europe,  and 
they  will  find,  Thut  some  of  the  freest  and 
bravest  people  in  it,  liave  by  this  very  method 
lost  their  liU-rties.  They  will  find,  that  tlie 
civil  power  was  troui  time  to  lime  drawn  in 
by  pretcuded  exigencies,  Co  allow  and  luaiuiain 
ao  armed  force  in  peace;  which,  as  they  at 
first  thought,  and  were  instructed  to  believe, 
was  iucendid  to  add  strength  to  theirnuilinriiy, 
to  secure  ilum  in  tliu  possession  uftheir  religi- 
ous nod  political  tigiits;  to  watch  the  ainbi- 
cious  dusiras  of  their  oeigiihour  nations;  and  to 
preserve  tne  balance  of  power.  Glorious  inters- 
cions,  if  they  had  proved  real ! But  though  they 
used  all  possible  precautions ; though  they  made 
it  tlie  condition  of  tlieir  establishment,  that  the 
forces  should  bedisbanded,  wlien  the  extraordi- 
uary  occasion  forwliichthey  were  raised  ceased; 
yet  they  perceived  too  late  that  tbeit  condition 
was  not  binding;  that  they  bad  erecceda  power 
superior  to  themselves ; that  the  soldiery, when 
they  had  tasted  the  sweets  of  authority,  would 
not  part  with  it,  and,  that  even  their  princes, 
after  these  temporary  concessions  made  to  them, 
began  to  tbink,,  that  ruling  Ly  an  army  was  a 
more  easy,  a more  comuentiious  wuy  of  go- 
vernment, than  acting  ueder  the  restraints  and 
limitationsofthelawsoftheir  country.  Andnow 
they  wear  the  chains,  which  they  put  round  ibeir 
own  necks,  and  lament  the  loss  of  that  freedom, 
wliicii  they  unhappily  consented  to  destroy,  and 
which  could  never  have  been  destroyed  without 
their  consent. 

“But  there  is' no  need  of  fetching  argu- 
meuts  on  tiiis  subject  from  foreign  nations. 
Our  own  is  too  well  acriuainccd  with  the  elfects 
of  continuing  an  araii'H  force  in  pence,  not  to 
appreliend  every  thing  from  it,  be  Che  pretence 
never  so  specious. 

“ It  would  be  misspending  your  time,  to  re- 
count the  mischiefs  which  have  fr'itn  lienee 
ened  to  this  nation ; and  1 will  uot  run 
CO  farmer  reigns.  But  1 ceonot  forbear 
observing  what  [Mr.  Snell]  my  very  good  friend 
near  me  hath  already  hinted,  that  itwnsthc 

Seat  grievance  comptnined  of  iu  the  Bill  of 
tghls.*  and  was  that  from  which  the  Ilevolo- 
tion  was  to  deliver  us.  King  William  himself, 
after  the  Pence  of  Rytwicfc,  could  not  obtain 
above  10.000  men,  though  he  had  then  n more 
eacerprizing  and  a mure  powerful  prince  to 
deal  with,  dinn  any  now  in  this  part  of  die 
world.  And  the  proceeding  nflhal  House  of 
Cnmnious  must  be  everjustified  by  those,  who 
kave  the  lens:  concern  for  our  constitution,  not- 
tvithstaiiding  anme  ungrounded  insinuacuma, 
that  it  involved  ua  in  a long  nnd  expensive  war. 
^ides,  it  is  every  year  declared  in  the  Act  of 
Mutiny  and  Dt-sertion,  That  the  keeping  up  n 
•tanding  Army  in  time  of  peace  is  u^insi  law ; 
and  as  the  freeiog  us  from  it  waa  cine  of  rlie 
.ends  of  the  Revolution,  so  no  duobt  the  pre- 
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serving  us  fur  ever  from  on  aurinpt  of  the  like 
imiure,  was  une  of  those  iimumenible  fioriuos 
advantages  proposed  by  the  Act  ofSuccession. 

“ But  it  hath  been  urged,  That  t|ie  consent 
of  parliament  reconciles  all ; nnd  that  foroes, 
so  continued,  are  nut  Co  be  accounted  a sCund* 
iiigarmy,  because  they  are  intended  tn  keep  out 
a standing  army ; which  with  Che  noble  lord's 
leave,  [lord  MolesworCli]  who  makes  the  dis- 
tinctiou,  is  n notion  too  fine,  coo  chimerical  to 
ba  uiaiiiCained. 

I know  indeed  it  is  explnined  buth  in  Che 
Gill  nf  Rights,  aud  in  the  Act  of  Mutiny  and 
Ocsercion,  that  the  keeping  up  a standiog 
army  iu  time  of  peace  is  illegal  only  if  done 
without  consent  of  parliament : now,  this  in  no 
sort  weakens  the  argument,  as  to  the  incouveni* 
ence  and  oppression  of  which  I am  speaking. 
For  though  the  parliament,  in  these  declaratory 
laws,  seems  tn  pat  in  its  claim  only  against  the 
liicroachments  of  the  erswn,  from  whence  it 
supposed  such  oppressions  were  more  likelv  to 
come,  than  from  the  rcprcscncntives  of'  the 
people ; yet  the  consent  of  parliament  cannot 
alter  the  nature  nf  things,  cannot  hinder  the 
samecauses  from  producing  thesame  effects.  Au 
army,  thongh  kept  up  by  the  consent  of  porlia- 
meot,will,  like  other  armies,  soon  know  its  own 
strength,  willio  probability  pursue  the  dictates 
of  self  preserv.-tiioii,  and  rather  choose  to  dis- 
solve that  authority  with  which  it  is  iocompo- 
tible,  than  tamely  sahmit  to  its  own  dissointinn. 
An  army,  though  kept  up  by  consent  of  par- 
liament, ific  hath  no  enemies  abroad,  will  be 
apt  to  make  depredations  at  home ; and  I wish 
(here  bath  not  been  sometiiing  uf  that  kind 
done  this  last  year:  I wish  we  have  nn  com- 
pliuots  from  some  of  our  own  most  considerable 
parliameotary  corporations,  of  soldiers  demand- 
ing free  r|uaner,  nnd  insulting  the  chief  mngis- 
Crates  for  exerting  the  power  wc  hate  Iddged 
with  them,  mid  endeavouring  to  redress  ilie 
grievances  of  the  poor  inn-keepers  nnd  inha- 
bitants. Nuy,  the  consent  of  purlinnient  is  so 
far  from  nlteriiig  the  nature  nnd  genius  of  ar- 
mies, chat  a parliament  iiriny,  consisting  ofabouc 
the  number  now  denmnded,  uuce  commit- 
ted greater  outrages,  nod  giivc  a deeper  wound 
to  the  consiituiiuD,  than  nil  the  armies  of  the 
crown  have  ever  done;  and  that  army  wns  ilie 
creature  uf  a parliameiic  which  had  established 
itself.  But  if  we  were  to  admit  fur  argument’s 
sake,  (hat  (be  ronsunt  of  parlinuient  could 
innke  armies  more  innie  and  ductile  than  they 
would  Diherwbe  be,  1 think,  however,  it  would 
not  be  advisable  for  a Dnrlinmcnt,  that  in- 
tends tn  act  ratiooally  anff  agreeably  either  to 
the  principles,  cm  which  bis  majesty’s  gorern- 
menl,  or  its  own  power  is  founiied,  to  familia- 
rise a military  force  to  this  free  nation.  For 
the  very  name  and  terror  ofit  would,  without 
oppression,  awe  and  subdue  the  sprits  of  the 
people,  extinguish  their  love  of  liberty,  and 
beget  a mean  and  ahiccl  acquiescence  in  slavery. 

“ bir,  wc  have  already  suspended  some  laws 
and  repealed  others,  to  comply  with  the  ne- 
(thi»tiUdf‘di«Rd(bhti!ltfacAc>ci'r''fi4t"pray  let  us 
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not  go  fanLer,  let  us  not  go  on  to  continue 
die  army,  ur  (lie  grcuiesc  part  ofit ; fur  si;  long 
as  It  is  cimiiiiueU,  su  lougis  ilie  nhule  <>ons(itu- 
tiuu  suspciided,  or,  at  least  in  ibe  mere;  of 
Uiose  wLom  we  arm  against  it.” 

Mb  SdIPPEX  COMUITTEO  TO  TUE  TotVSB 

for  rrjlceiing  upon  the  King't  I'crtoa  and  Co* 
vernmenl.J  Hm  Expressions  in  (be  above 
Speech,  which  are  diriiuguisbeii  b;  beinii 
printed  in  Italic  characters,  gave  ofiVnee  to  seve* 
rot  uienibers,  and  iu  paiticolnr  to  Mr.  Lecb* 
mere,  wbn  having  tuhen  diem  down  in  writing, 
urged,  That  tlmse  Words  were  a scandalous 
invective  against  ibe  King's  Person*  and  Go* 
verument,  of  wbicb  tlie  Ilnuse  ought  to  shew 
the  liighesc  resentment,  and  tharrfore  moved, 
'J'iiat  the  member  who  spulte  ibote  ofTcosive 
Words  sbi.uld  be  sent  to  the  Tiiwer.”  Mr. 
Ledmiete  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Spencer  Cow- 
per,  uod  hacked  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  sume 
others ; Upon  winch  Mr.  Uuliert  Walpole  said, 
" That  if  the  Words  in  question  were  spoken 
by  the  member,  on  whom  they  were  charged, 
the  Tower  wu$  too  light  u punishment  for  Iiis 
rashness;  hut  os  what  be  had  said  in  the  beat  of 
this  dehace  might  lias  e been  niisuuderstuud,  lie 
was  lor  allowing  him  the  liberty  of  explaining 
himself.”  Mr.  Snell,  Mr.  liutebesun,  and  some 
others,  spoke  also  in  behaifuf  Mr.  Shippen,  in* 
tending  chiedy  to  give  him  on  opportunity  of 
retmcimg  or  excusing  what  be  had  said,  whicli 
Mr,  Shippen  not  thinking  proper  to  do,  a great 
clisptite  arose,  upoo  the  qousiion,  Whether  the 
Words  taken  down  in  witing  were  the  sgme  ns 
had  been  spoken?  A incAiber  having  suggested. 
That  cliere  was  no  precedent  of  a Censure 
passed  on  a ineniber  of  the  House,  fur  Words 
spoken  ill  a Comiuiitce,  sir  Charles  llntlmni 
produceil  insruucea  of  the  contrary  ; and,  on 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Shippen  having  mauilniaed 
what  he  bud  advanced,  it  was,  at  lost,  resolved, 
by  196  voices  against  IIK),  “ That  the  Words 
uken  down  iu  writing  were  spoken  by  Mr. 
Sliippeii.”  It  ivas  then  nboqt  nius  in  the  even- 
ing, and  it  being  moved  uml  curried,  “ That 
the  Chairman  do  leave  the  rliiiir;''  Mr.Speaker 
ruiiiued  bis  place,  and  Mr.  Farrer  reported 
from  the  said  Couimiuce, 

“That  Excepiious  having  been  taken  to 
“some  Words  aivikeii  in  the  Comiuifiee,  by 
“ William  Shippeti,  esq.  n Member  of  tlie 
“ Ilnnse,  the  Cummiliee  had  directed  liim  to 
'•  report  the  Words  to  tlie  House.” 

Ordered,  Tlial  the  Uepun  be  now  read. 

ftlr.  J’‘nner  reported  tlie  Words  accordingly, 
and  they  ure  os  follow:  vie.  Thai  WJliani 
Sliippiu,  esq.  -peiikiiig  of  the  King's  Speech, 
said  these  \^■ord•■. 

” That  the  second  pasoprapb  of  the  King's 

Speech  seemed  niti.Bi  to  he  calcuhited  fur 
^ the  Meritlinn  of  Germany  than  Great 
“ Britain." 

“ That  the  King  is  a sciunger  to  our  language  ' 

Tlien  .Mr.  Shippen  »as  heard  in  his  pl.ice,  | 
and  witbiict'ivt . ii;  n^alioitdieiiig  j 


made,  and  the  question  pui,  “ That  tlic  Words 
spoken  by  William  Si.ippeii,  esq.  n member  of 
Jus  Hou'e,  an-  highly  dishimoumble  to,  and 
utiyuvlly  rellretiiig-io,  his  Muje'ty’a  i’erson  und 
Coveriniienr;”  the  lb  use  divided:  .Ayes  175; 
Noes&i.  So  it  was  resolved 'b  the 'Aditiiia. 
live;  end  ihercupan  it  was  ordered,  “That  Wil, 
liani  Shippen,  esq.  be  for  liis  snid  olTooce.  emu- 
milled  prisoner  to  his  uiiyvty's  Tower  of  Lon- 
don ; and  tbui  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  bis  war- 
rants uccordiiigiy."* 

Further  Heiafe'  in  the  Commont  concerning 
the  iVumfrrry'*  the.  Land  Fcrcej.]  DecemherS. 
The  Commoiis  went  again  uiln  n grand  Com- 
mittee, to  consider  fartht-r  of  the  Supply,  and  a 
Debate  arising,  Cnncerumg  (he  number  of  men 
for  Guards  uod  Garrisons  in  Great  Britain,  and 
I Jersey  and  Guernsey  only,  without  including 
the  forces  abroad,  vix.  the  PinntHtions  in  Arne, 
rica,  the  Garrisons  in  Minorca,  Gihraltnr,  Pla- 
centia and  Annapolis,  and  of  the  islands  Baha* 
mn  and  Providence, 

Ml.  Jrfftriei,  member  for  Droitnich,  made 
the  tbiluwing speech: 

“ Mr.  Speaker ; I shall  not  waste  tlie  lime 
of  the  Committee  in  making  au  apoloey  for 
metidling  in  tins  question;  since  I appiehend 
whatever  I can  yet  call  iny  owu  to  be  at  stake 
in  the  event  of  It.  Whether  tin  Army  shall  be 
disbanded  orcuntiiiued  in  time  of  penre?  Wbe* 
tber  we  shall  be  governed  by  the  inagisuate,  or 
the  soldier?  Or,  wheUier  we  shall  hi  bomior 
free  ? arc,  in  liiy  opiaimi,  questions  of  the  same 
import.  I tbiuk  myself  justified  in  saying  this, 
from  the  examples  of  most  countries  In  Kurupe. 
They  were  ouce  free ; but  if  it  be  inquired, 
Low,  from  the  slate  of  freedom,  they  sunk  into 
slavery,  it  will  appear,  that  ilieir  common  ruin 
lias  proceeded  front  the  roniinuunce  of  reiiular 
Troops  in  pay,  after  tlie  ocensitm  fur  which 
they  were  raised  wus  over. 

“ That  this  island  Inis  retained  its  freedom 
longer  titan  the  countries  on  the  continent,  bus 
been  imputed  to  its  -ituutinii,  wLicli  not  being 
so  much  exposed  to  the  im-ursi'uis  nf  its  neigh- 
bours, there  was  uut  the  like  pretence  for  keep- 
ing up  regular  [mops.  But  the  preservation  of 
our  librnies  to  this  lime,  is,  iu  toy  opinina, 
rather  in  bcascnhi-d  to  the  due  sense  our  fore- 
faiiiera  had  ol  the  dnnger  the  public  underwent 
front  uilrustiiig  privees  with  a Standing  Furce 
in  time  of  peace ; and  also  ui  the  measure  oh* 
served  by  the  Il-»ise  of  Cunimuns,  in  givuig 
sucti  Suiqilies  i-nly,  as  enabled  the  prince  to 
live  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  prert^tive, 
without  pulling  it  into  his  power  Cn  ulfect  the 
lil.criirs  of  the  subject. 


• Fur  a short  Account  of  .Mr.  Shippen  see 
p.  311  111  the  pre-i  in  Vuluiiie.  He  did  not  pe- 
iiiiii:i  tlie  House  to  bedischaiged  lint  remained 
111  the  Tower  (ill  tin-  21«t  of  March  in  the  ftl- 
luwing  year,  ou  which  day  tlie  parliament  was 
pronigiicd.  lie  oiiendcd  the  House  on  ih» 
first  day  of  the  fullowing  session,  and  umk  * 
:}ni(iiu:qMdG)iiMe.Li|iqu  tLp-liibg'e  Speech, 
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From  tlie  fim  ciwlible  accautu  of  thinp 
]*n  ttii*  kxigdutn,  doran  lo  kiog  Charlet 
lime,  I can  find  no  inM»iice,  wliere  ilie  cro?c» 
kept  up  rei;ular  troope  iu  lime  of  peace,  ibntof 
Kicliard  2 exccpieil.  Ho  lived  in  n Umipcstu- . 
outage;  be  tinil  wArenbioiul, niid  cuimnuciniie 
at  Imine.  Tlie  lirst  Rebelliou,  lieMtled-  by  Wai 
Tyler,  vrascumpueed  wirbnucsbeddiDgtbo  blood 
of  any  oae  of  ibs  rebels,  save  Tyler  bimself ; 
the  king  gave  ibetn  good  words ; lliey  laid  dona 
(heir  arms,  ivent  borne,  and  were  all  pardoned. 
Aoutber  rebellion  of  tbe  men  of  Kent  iuid  Es- 
ses broke  out,  wbich  occasioned  the  kiog's  rais- 
ing an  ariny  of  forty  tliousnad  men.  Tlie  re- 
bw  applied  by  petition  to  have  liieir  liberties 
and  franchises  nlloweil  tliem.  But  the  king 
kc  (o  these  in  n different  style ; and  tuld 
m,  slaves  they  were,  and  slaves  tliey  should 
be.  l ive  hundred  of  them  were  cut  to  pieces  in 
the  field,  and  fifteen  bondred  of  them  v^eie  af- 
terwards executed  in  cold  blood.  This  severi- 
ty awed  tbe  nation  for  a while.  But,  the  dis- 
content of  tbe  people  afterwards  increasiop, 
about  the  30ib  year  of  his  reign,  aParliumeiiC 
was  called,  and  to  use  tbe  historian's  words, 
lest  I abonld  offend  any  tender  ear,  ‘ all  endea- 
'vours  were  used  to  procure  such  a parliament, 

* as  would  concur  with  the  king’s  designs.'  Be- 
fore they  met,  forces  were  raised  ‘ to  attenti 
‘ and  guard  the  parliument ; nrUeb  might  at  the 
' same  time  be  an  awe  upon  any  refractory 

* raetubers*.'  Toucliing  tbe  numbers  of  which 
this  army  consisted,  history  is  sileut:  this  only 


'*  “ Richard  had  taken  all  necessary  mea- 
sures to  linve  n parliament  at  lib  devoiiun. 
Some  time  since,  he  had  changed  all  the  she- 
riffs uf  the  kingdom,  and  suffered  none,  but  what 
bad  promised  to  be  subservient  to  bb  designs. 
Uc  bad  taken  the  same  precautions,  wiili  re- 
spect to  uU  officers  that  had  credit  and  power 
in  the  boroughs  and  counties.  So  by  means 
of  the  magistrates,  and  persons  in  pnblic  posts, 
be  had  caused  sucli  representatives  to  be  chosen 
as  he  had  secured  beforehand.  If  any  were 
elected  not  agreeable  to  him,  the  shcrifis  were 
ordered  not  to  return  them,  but  to  cause  others  | 
to  be  chosen  in  their  room.  Besides,  os  the  ' 
House  of  Commons  were  the  sole  judges  in  the  ' 
affair  of  elections,  be  was  well  assured  that  such 
• parliament  would  confirm  or  reject  whom  be 
pleased.  It  must  not  be  thought  very  difficult 
ffir  a kiug  of  England  to  execute  such  a pro- 
ject. Experience  has  since  confirmed,  on  num- 
urless  occasions,  that  by  the  like  ways,  it  is 
yery  possible,  to  cause  representatives  to  be 
chosen  devoted  to  the  court.  However,  histo- 
rians remark,  that  it  was  in  this  parliament,  that 
such  practices  were  first  nsed.  But  it  must 
likeiriM  be  added,  that  it  wu  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  Richard's  destructioo,  as  will  be 
ieen  beicoRer.  And  indeed  it  is  impossible 
that  a nation  can  leetheirlibertiefin  the  bands 
of  men,  whom  tiiey  have  not  tbemselves  freely 
chosen,  without  desiring  to  be  delivered  from 
suchanoppressitm.”— B^in,  vol.d,  p.  fi9,8vo. 
Edil.l7Sr.  — r . rr 

Vgl.  VIi; " 1.  


1717.— sDdwftf  on  rfie  L/mil  Farces.  [.'jI* 
we  are  given  to  know,  ilut  four  thousand  of 
ihem  were  archers, iiud  tbatuiaDy  oftlicni  were 
Cheshire  men.  U is  uot  to  tlie  present  pne^ 
pose  to  go  over  tl«  exiravogaacies  of  that  par- 
iiaineiit, 

“ Iiiio  wbnt  a state  things  were  brought' by 
that  king's  conduct,  appears  from  an  ubservn- 
tion  made  by  tlie  same  hi'tormn,  who  says, 

‘ That  the  king  baring  tlius  established  hit 
‘ power,  and  put  himself  beyond  all  opposition, 

‘ tliouglii  bimself secure,  antfaii  absolute  priaev. 

‘ Out  it  being  laid  upon  such  n foundation,  as 
‘ begat  many  discnntcnis  among  tie  people,  all 
‘ tlie  fabric  proved  weak,  and  was  soon  fid- 
' lowed  with  lamentable  ruin.'  Wlien  tliat 
king's  affairs  grew  desperate,  ao  oath  was  re- 
quired from  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  (afterwards 
Henry  4j  tiint  he  should  cause  the  king  to  send 
home  the  Cheshire  guard,  wliicli  was  according- 
ly done. 

" I observe  in  tlie  debate,  it  has  been  talon 
for  granted,  I'liai  the  crown  of  England  has  a 
right  CO  a number  of  regolar  troops,  nndcr  tbe 
dcnoniinatloD  of  guards.  This  ieanouoo  I can 
by  no  meaas  give  into.  It  was  not  sa  ai  An- 

“ The  first  guards  we  hear  of,  tlie  Yeomen 
of  tbe  Guard,  whicli  were  constituted  by  I^en- 
ry  7,  beiug  of  another  kind,  were  in  Ciiarles 
Snd's  time.  Thnc  prince  immediately  after  bit 
Restoration,  eat  tngetlier  a small  number  of 
Guards,  which  at  first  seemed  to  bemeanconly 
to  add  to  iho  equipage  and  splendour  of  (be 
court.  But  it  soon  appeared,  chat  he  had  other 
views:  the  guards,  fiy  adding  men  to  troops 
and  companies,  and  troops  oiid  companies  to 
regiments,  were  insensibly  increased;  so  tliat 
in  the  year  1677,  they  were  got  up  to  5890 
men.  Few  sessions  passed,  but  they  were 
taken  notice  of  iu  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
though  money  was  not  asked  of  parliament  for 
(heir  support,  yet  they  occasioned  a general 
uneasiness. 

“ About  that  time  there  was  a prospect  of 
war  with  France,  on  which  pretence  an  army 
was  raised.  But  tlie  war  not  proceeding,  an 
Act  passed,  vrhich  gave  the  king  619.6B8b  lor 
dishaiiding  tba  iirniy.  When  the  psuliameot 
mac  ngaiii,  they  were  told  from  the  ihcone, 
‘ That  the  Forces  were  still  kept  on  foot  for  die 
‘ preservation  of  out  neighbours,  who  odierwise 
' had  absolutely  despaired,  and  f«r  preserving 
‘ what  was  left  in  Flanders ; and  chat  the  king 
s was  confident  no  body  tvimld  repiDoaCthe 

* employing  that  Money,  wbiefa  was  raised  for 
‘ the  diibaadiiig  of  die  army,  for  tbe  coocinu* 

*'  Tills  did  not  satisfy  die  House,  and  they 
came  to  a Rcsnlutioii,  ‘ That  it  wns  necessary, 
‘ for  the  safety  of  his  majesty's  per-on,  imrl 
‘ preserving  tho  peace  of  the  guvernmunt,  diot 

* all  Forces,  raised  since  ibe  99th  ofSrptemher 
‘ 1677,  should  be  disbanded*.’  'Vherenptm 
that  parliument,  whicli  went  umlpr  the  nume  of 
tbe  Pensioiier-Ihiriinment,  was  disstdve-'. 


* See  vol.  4,  p.  1049. 
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“ Tbe  nen  ParliameDt  which  met  oo  (he  fiib 
of  .March  rollowing,  had  the  same  apprehen- 
sions of  regulnr  Troops.  Money  was  given  lo 
disband  them,  and  tbe  Act  direcied,  that  it 
shoutd  be  paid  into  the  Chamber  of  London ; 
end  ooniniiseioners  of  (lieir  own  were  appoint- 
ed to  see  it  applied  to  that  use.  Whatever 
diflidence  of  tbe  hiug  this  might  imply,  I do  not' 
lind  that  any  member  lost  his  liberty  for  free- 
dom of  speech  on  tluU:  occasion.  The  opinion 
tbut  parliament  had  of  a stnnding  army,  ap- 
pears in  the  Ilesululioii  they  came  to,  ‘That 
' the  continuance  of  standing  forces  in  this  na- 
‘ tion,  other  than  the  .Militia,  wnsillegal,  anti 
‘ a great  grievance  aod  vexation  to  tire  people.’ . 

*’  I shall  now  take  leare  to  consider  tbe  ar- 
guments advanced  for  continuing  16,347  meu  ' 
for  Che  ensuing  year.  It  is  said.  That  there  is  . 
adisad'ecced  party  in  the  kingdom,  which  makes 
an  army  necessary.  If  this  argument  will  pre- 
vail, it  is  strange  it  has  nut  prevailed  for 
dOU  years  pasr,  sbee  no  period  within  that 
time  enn  be  assigned,  wherein  this  ar^meui 
was  not  as  strong  as  in  the  present.  During 
tbe  toug  controversy  between  the  Houses  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  touching  the  Right  of  Suc- 
cessinn,  in  which  each  side  had  ils  turn  of  be- 
ing uppermost,  me  woulrf  think  it  should  have 
been  natural  fur  the  prevailiog  party,  in  order 
to  their  security,  to  bnvo  insisted  on  the  conti- 
nuance of  their  regular  troops,  ut  least  for  n 
lime.  There  wns  a Pretender  to  the  crown, 
who  bad  a strong  party  io  the  nation,  and  the 
govermneue  was  insecure  till  eld  spirit  of  Re- 
bellion was  suppressed.  It  might  then  with  an 
^pearance  of  reason  bare  been  iusisied  on, 
IDiut  Uie  taxes  on  tbe  disalTecied  should  be  in- 
creased, that  those,  who  occasioned  the  ex- 
peuce.  should  brur  the  burden  till  tlie  danger 
was  over.  Why  this  sort  of  reasoning  did  not 
then  prevail  is  obvious.  Tiiey  saw  it  was  uii- 
safe  to  trust  nny  prince,  even  one  of  their  own 
setting  up,  with  such  a power,  which,  if  ill  ap- 
plied, might  enslave  them. 

“ Another  period  of  time  I shall  take  notire 
of  ia.  that  of  tjiieea  Elizabeth's  reign.  'Die 
tlitalTeciion  to  her  in  the  beginning  of  it  was 
great,  occiisiimed  by  the  Ueformation  in  Reli- 
gion, nnd  tbe  upplicniiuu  of  Ecclesiastical  Rc- 
voiiues  to  secular  uses.  Many  plots  there  were 
against  her  life.  Spain,  one  of  the  greatest 
powers  in  Enrope  at  ibnc  time,  attempted  an 
iiivosiuu,  nnd  a mors  proper  juncture  could  not 
have  happened,  wherein  to  have  asked  for  an 
army,  uut  insiead  of  that,  the  greatest  part  of 
Che  force*  then  got  together  to  oppose  the  in- 
vasion omsisied  of  militia,  and  as  soon  as  the 
Ariaado  was  scattered,  tbe  army  was  disband- 
ed. That  quern  being  sensible,  that  tbe  true, 
the  only  syiport  of  tbe  crown,  was  tbe  good- 
will apd  aSectiuuB  of  ilie  people. 

“ Another  argument  brought  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  army  is,  ‘That  ihedenyiogir 
‘ does  insinuate  adistrustof  his  majesty.'  How 
disingemtuus  nnd  unparliamentary  a way  of  ar- 
gaing  this  is,  let  gentlemen  judge;  fur  to  draw 
thMUKrcd  adsM^j  musi^^ut  ey|^ry 


body  to  pain,  who  takes  tbe  other  side  of  the 
question,  in  regard  it  may  be  construed,  liiat 
the  stronger  ibeargomentis,  ilia  gmter  is  the 
distrust.  Bui  this  reosooing,  in  ray  uidniDii, 
turns  qnitc  another  way,  and  instead  of  imply, 
ing  a distrust,  argues  the  gre.vtest  regard  to 
safety  ofbis  majesty's  person  and  governmeni. 
Who  can  answer  for  the  caprice  of  aa  Army, 
when  once  esiablishedf  Although  no  mna 
living  has  a greater  tsceein  than  luyself  for 
those  honourable  gentlemen,  who  have  with  to 
much  bravery  served  their  country  iu  a military 
way,  iiur  shall  any  roan  go  farther  in  rewording 
their  services;  yet  the  common  experience  of 
niBiikiud  demonstrates.  That  it  is  not  reasona- 
ble to  expect  an  array  should  Ire  always  in  the 
same  humour.  Augustus  Osar  lived  in  great 
peace  and  security  with  the  Prstorian  bunds, 
whkb  bail  put  an  end  to  the  Homan  liberties : 
but  the  case  was  dillerent  wiih  his  successors  ; 
for  of  96  emperors,  no  less  than  16  were  pulled 
to  pieces  by  their  own  soldiers.  Did  not  the 
army  here  m England,  in  the  times  of  usurpa- 
tion, if!  may  be  allowed  to  name  them,  in  a 
sJion  space  change  tlie  gnveniinent  into  ten 
several  forms  f Wh.U  treatment  did  the  pai^ 
hamenc,  who  had  raised  and  supported  them, 
meet  with  from  them  ? They  beset  the  House, 
repulsed  ennny  members  who  would  have  come 
in,  others  they  dragged  out  even  by  the  legs, 
and  at  length  they  were  all  turned  out,  and  the 
dours  shut  up.  I say  this  with  the  more  as- 
surance, having  had  the.  account  from  an  ho- 
nourable person,  lately  dead,  who  was  an  eye- 
witoesi  of  it.  This  army,  it  it  true,  winch 
consisted  of  about  17,00[>  men,  alcerwardi' 
broaglitin  king  Charles  the  second.  But  that 
prince  soon  disbanded  them,  bring  well  awnre 
that  tlie  same  army  which  brought  him  in, 
shoutd  their  minds  change,  might  again  turn 
liirn  ont. 

“ Tills  objectioh,  drawn  from  a distrust  of 
liis  majesty,  deserves  another  name.  It  is  an 
honm,  it  is  a reasonable  jealousy  of  tlic  grow- 
ing power  of  Che  crown,  which  ttinse  that  went 
beiore  us  always  avowed.  May  it  not  willi 
parity  of  reason  be  said,  that  because  1 will  not 
consent,  lliatthq  kingsb^Uby  his  prnciaBit- 
hen  raise  uioiiey  without  parliament,  that  tliis 
is  a distrust  of  his  majesty?  Because  I will 
not  consent  Co  give  up  Magna  Ghana,  and  ac- 
cept of  a new  patent  at  pleasare,  may  nut 
this  likewise  be  called  a distrust  of  his  majesty? 
But  suppose  from  an  opioimi  of  the  virtue  of 
the  troops  ; I'roni  an  opinion,  that  men  in 
power  will  nut  make  an  ill  use  ofit ; that  those 
whn  may  be  masters,  will  chose  to  continue 
servants;  that  men  uuder  die  snme  circurD- 
stances  will  not  do  the  same  tilings;  and  that 
we  should  content  for  ourselves,  to  depositour 
liberties  in  their  hands  for  a while ; will  any 
one  say  that  we  have  an  authority  also  to  con- 
sent on  the  behalf  of  those  we  represent?  A 
sum  of  money,  n jewel,  or  other  valuable  thing 
is  committed  to  my  care  ; I without  Che  own- 
er's conaeut  lesreitin  the  possession  of  another, 
,n|tlippgfj|y;tie  pptwq-wi^li,^ii!>ip  ,Ii  left  it,  doe* 
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noc  BCtuall;  embi-ute  tho  Rtonr;,  or  detain  ilie 
jewel,  yd  du  I UtL'sk  ray  irua(  by  putting  it 
laio  liii  puwer  so  tu  do. 

"lii,  self  rriUenciiuit,  by  kerping  uptuch 
anun'Mir  "I'turcea,  ivlio  may,  when  they  nre 
disposed,  contruul  the  pn»er  of  iJie  cit'd  mo- 
gisu-ate,  the  strength  and  security  of  our  cun- 
StituCiuD  is  ut  an  end,  and  that  tve  have  uo 
otlxr  rule  of  guvernment  left,  than  will  aud 
pleasure.  The  notion  i liaveof  slavery  is,  the 
teiog  subjected  to  the  will  of  another;  and 
sMwilhiUniling  the  rod  be  uot  always  on  my 
back,  or  the  dritguon  in  rny  bouse  ; yet,  it  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  prcvcot  its  being  »o,  1 
am  no  longer  free.  Aner  Augustas  lied 
tabihbed  Im  8,000  regular  troops,  the  Koiiiaii 
constiiuiiuu  was  os  much  at  un  end,  os  it  was 
ioNeru’stime.  Although  the  tymnoy  wasiioc, 
by  Augoslus,  exercised  with  tbe  like  severity  it 
was  by  his  successors;  yet,  from  the  time  his 
power  became  irresistible,  tbe  Bomaos  were 
slaves. 

" Another  aroiment  used  for  Ibis  number  of 
troops  is,  that  there  are  Do  thoughts  of  esiab* 
lishing  them  ; but  only  continuing  them  for  a 
year.  Ifchenotiun  be  true,  which  no  geutle- 
maa  in  the  debate  basUonied,  chat  tbe  number 
of  disciplined  men  now  contended  for,  are  suf- 
fccieac  tu  dictate  to  the  greatest  number  of  un> 
disciplined  ; 1 desire  to  know  who  shall  dare 
tabid  iliem  go  borne?  It  is  said,  indeed,  the 
parliament  will  not  provide  for  them  : Why 
may  not  they  then,  as  others  in  their  circum* 
stances  have  done,  provide  for  themselves?  Is 
U reason.-tble  to  think,  tliat  men  will  starve 
with  swords  in  theirlmods? 

I “I  am  sensible,  that  1 here  too  ninch  tres- 
I passed  un  gentlemen’s  patience.  1 shall  soy 
no  more ; but  ihnt  bodies  political  as  well  os 
natural,  have  their  periods : governments  must 
die  as  well  us  men ; ours  is  grown  old  nnd 
crazy  ; and  tliough  she  bath  survived  her  neigh- 
bour, yet  1 fotic  iier  day  npproacbes.” 

Dec.  6.  In  a Committee  of  the  whole  Hbnse, 
on  the  Supply,  the  Commons  came  to  several 
I ResolatioDs;  which,  together  with  those  of  the 
I day  before,  were  reported  on  the  7cb  as  follows: 
“ 1.  ^That  tbe  number  of  effective  men  to 
I be  provided  for,  for  guards  and  garrisons  in  ' 
Great  Britain,  aud  fur  Jersey  and  Guernsey, 
for  tbe  year  1718,  be  16,347,  commissioned 
and  non-  commissioned  officers  included, 

I t.  That  a sum  not  exceeding  681.CI6f.  be 
granted  to  bis  ranjeaty,  for  defraying  tbe 
' ; diarge  of  the  said  16,347  effective  men  for 
I . nurds  and  garrisons,  and  other  his  tnajcsiy's 
1 laad  farces  in  Great  Britoin,  Jersey  and  Guem- 

1*ey,  for  the  year  1718.  3.  That  the  sum  of 
85,766/.  6l.  be  granted  to  hismBjcsty,forninin- 
Gaining  his  majesty’s  forces  and  garrisons  iu  tbe 
plantations  in  America,  for  tbe  year  1718. 
4.  That  the  sum  of  67,613/.  14<.  7d.  be  granted 
hi  bis  majesty,  fur  maiotaining  tbe  forces  and 
^risuns  io  Minorca,  for  tlie  year  1718.  S. 
That  tbe  sum  of  39,38'!/.  14s.  9U,  ^ be  granted 
•*  his  majesty  t^  and,  | 
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garrison  in  Gibraltar,  for  the  rear  1718. 
6.  That  the  sum  of  13561/.  9s.  5d.  besromci  to 
his  majesty,  Inr  provisions  for  llin  g'.iitison  of 
Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1718.  7.  'Ihat  ib« 
sum  of  1,668/.  ITt.  id.  be  granted  to  liii 
majesty,  for  provisions  for  the  garrisous  at 
Plaoentiu  and  Annapolis,  fur  iheyonr  1718. 
6.  That  the  sum  of  2,868/.  13>.  lOd.  I.e  granted 
fur  nrJnancv,  stores,  aail  provisions,  liir  the  in- 
dependent cuiiiputiy  in  the  islnuds  uf  Oahitina 
aud  Pfovidente,  lor  the  year  1718.  9.  That 
a turn  not  exceeding  130,361/.  Si.  SU.  be  grunted 
tu  Ins  majesty,  for  the  cbnige  of  balf-piiy  id  the 
reduced  ufficers  uf  lita  mojesty's  Lind  I'urcta  iiii J 
marines,  fur  the  yenr  1718.  10.  Thai  a sum 
not  excceiiing  73,337/.  ISr,  lid.  be  granljd  U> 
bis  nisjesiy,  for  the  c^I^e  oftlie  office  uf  ord- 
nance for  thelaiid  service,  fur  the  year  1718, 

11.  Tlintn  sum  not  exceeding  29,645/.  8t.9(/.  I 
be  granted  to  Ids  rsajestv,  to  enable  the  tree* 
surer  of  the  navy  to  make  gnud  the  payments, 
which  nt  or  belore  the  94th  of  June,  1718, 
may  be  demanded  of  him,  parsuanc  tu  an  net  nf 
parliament  for  completingthefnndsoro03,000/. 
per  annum,  payable  to  the  Snnth  Seri  company. 

12.  That  a sum  not  exceeding  661,196/.  8s.  be 
granted  In  Ids  majesty,  to  make  gond  ilic  de* 
ficienry  of  the  grants  for  the  year  1717.” 

The  first  of  these  Resuluiinns  being  read  a 
second  time,  a motion  was  made  that  tlie  same 
berecommitted;  opoo  wtiich there aroseaworm 
debate,  and  mnst  of  tbe  members  who  spoke 
in  tbe  debate  of  the  Sifi,  made  speeches  either 
for  or  against  tbe  said  motion.  Among  others. 

Sir  Thomas  JIanmer  spoke  as  follnws : 

“ .Mr.  Speaker;  I cannot  fiirbetr  troubling 
oil  with  a few  words  upon  this  subject,  tliough 

can  neither  flatter  myself  with  the  hopes  of 
convincing  any  one,  nor  "pretend ,io  he  able  to 
ofler  any  thing  to  your  considemtion,  widcli 
lins  not  in  a better  manner  beeu  urged  already. 
But  I am  truly  concerned  for  the  mischiefs 
which,  I chink  wcare  giving  way  tu;  and  if  I 
cannot  prevent  them,  it  will  be  a saiisfactiou 
to  me  at  least  to  protest  against  them. 

“ All  geotlemeR  whn  have  spoke  in  this 
debate,  have,  for  their  different  opinions,  agreed 
in  one  thing,  to  press  very  much  the  argument 
of  danger;  and  the  only  question  Is,  on  which 
side  the  tlangerlies;  whether  to  tlie.  goverument,, 
without  a military  furce  to  support  it;  or 
to  the  constitution  and  liberties  of  Great 
Britain,  from  that  military  force,  if  it  "be 
allowed  to  continue  in  it. 

“ As  to  the  dangers  which  threaten  the  go* 
vemmeni,  1 think  I am  not  willing  to  overlook 
them.  But  I hope  we  may  be  excused,  if 
we  cannut  be  coiiianced  of  dniiger.v,  which  no 
man,  that  1 hear,  preteods  to  explain  to  us. 
Abroad  the  state  and  circumstancea  of  Europe 
happen  to  be  such,  that  I (biuk  it  is  hard  to 
suppose  a lime  po<si1ile,  when  there  shall  be 
less  appearance  or  appreheusiiin  of  any  imme- 
diate disturbance  to  this  kiiigdora.  The  three 
great  powers,  those  which  are  mi>3t  consider- 
able in  themselves  and  of  nearest  concern  to 
qiean|the  t“n, 
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Ire  w far  from  being  iL  an;  eaioii;  kIiIi  us, 
tli:a  they  are  all  i>f  ibeui  our  fast  friends  and 
sllics,  ut  lease  we  arc  told  so,  and  hear  ver; 
often  a great  deal  uf  boasting  upon  tiint  sub- 
ject, wtiensTcr  llic  admiiiistraliuii  of  the  go- 
Ternment  is  to  be  ^xtulled,  and  the  merits  ofit 
nre  to  lie  set  fartlt  to  os.  L'pou  these  occn- 
aiiiiii  nc  l.i’nr  of  nothing  but  the  wise  and 
useful  irenties  whiili  bavc  hecii  Taadc,  Ihc 

fretit  mauencQ  tvLicI)  vre  bare  ac/]uircil  in 
ireigii  courts  and  cnuncils,  and  tlie  solid 
foundations  which  are  laid  fur  our  security. 
But  when,  in  consetjutmee  of  these  great 
things,  we.  come,  to  tulk  of  reducing  forces, 
then  [ observe  tlie  language  is  quite  turned  tlic 
other  way,  then  we  are  in  llio  we.tkisr  and 
most  insecure  condiiinn  imaginable,  there  is 
no  dependence  upon  any  thing,  anil  we  must 
even  be  thought  disaOecietl  to  the  govcrumeiit, 
if  nc  will  not  believe  ti.at  wo  are  surrounded 
on  all  sides  with  the  greatest  dangers. 

“ But  in  the  midst  of  these  coutrarietieo  nml 
contradictions,  1 tliink  we  need  not  be  at  any 
loss  what  our  conduct  ought  to  be;  if  we  will 
but  have  regard  to  those  plaiu  rules  and  maxims 
which  have  always  been  observed  in  the  like 
coses  with  that  which  is  now  before  us.  It 
would  certainly  be  an  endless  tiuiig,  for  an 
House  of  ConiiDiins  to  euter  into  the  secrets 
of  state,  lud  to  debate  upon  ihediiTerent  views, 
and  interests,  and  intrigues  of  foreign  courts; 
what  jealousies  nre  among  them,  and  what 
treaties  are  on  font  to  reconcile  iliem.  If  we 
lake  such  tilings  into  our  considemtioiis,  to 
guide  us  in  questions  conceniing  our  own 
guards  and  garrisons  here  at  home,  we  shall  be 
iu  a lubytioch  indeed ; and  must  be  compelled 
at  last  to  put  an  absolute  tmst  in  tlie  govern- 
ment, bc6iuse  they  only  know  the  truth  of 
such  matters,  and  from  them  we  must  be 
content  to  receive  whatsoever  account  they 
think  fit  to  give  US  of  (hem.  But  the  only 
thing  proper  for  ns  to  look  to  is,  what  is  plain 
and  obvious  to  the  sense  of  all  mankind,  I 
moan,  When  are  the  times  of  present  peace? 
There  need  no  refinements  of  politics  to  know 
timt,  and'i  will  venture  to  say,  that  during 
such  limes  of  peace,  no  remote  fears,  no  a^u- 
tneois  drawn  from  cootigencies  of  what  may 
be  hereafter,  have  ever  yet  brought  this  nation 
into  a concession  so  ratal  to  bberty,  as  the 
keeping  up  of  standing  forces,  when  there  is 
no  other  employment  lor  them,  but  to  insult 
and  oppress  their  fellow-nibjects.  I say  (liere 
lias  hitherto  been  no  precedent  of  that  kind,  ; 
and  the  misfortune  of  (bis  case  is,  there  will  ^ 
need  but  oue  precedent  in  it;  one  wrong  step 
(ukeii,  in  this  particular,  mav  put  an  end  to 
all  your  claims  of  rights  nud  privileges, 

“ And  on  the  other  hand  I beg  it  may  not  be 
taken  for  grants,  that  if  we  dismiss  oumoldiers, 
we  shall  therefore  eave  ourselves  naked, and  void 
of  all  protection  against  any  sudden  danger 
that  may  aiise.  No,  Sir,  Providence  has  given 
us  the  best  protection,  if  we  do  not  fooUslily 
throw  away  the  benefit  of  it.  Our  situation  Is 
•ur  uaturai  pef>t*«ion;;qpr  flflst  b vurifR»tti>. 


tion;  and  if  we  could  ever  be  so  happy  as  to 
see  it  riitliily  pursued,  a good  agreement  be- 
twixt  the  king  and  people,  uniting  and  acting 
together  iu  one  natioDid  interest,  ivould  be  such 
a prurection  as  none  of  onr  enemies  would  ever 
hope  to  break  through. 

“ It  is  a nieUnctioly  thing  to  me  to  hear  any 
other  notions  of  goveriimenl  advanced  here, 
and  that  his  lonjcsty  either  (tom  liis  private  or 
his  general  council,  should  ever  upon  this 
sulyect  have  any  thing  inculcated  to  him,  hut 
tins  great  truth,  ' That  the  (rue  and  only  sup- 
' ‘ port  of  lui  English  prince  does  and  ought  to 
j ‘ Consist  in  the  aifectiops  of  his  people.’  It  is 
I that  should  screngilieii  bis  hands;  it  is  that 
shnuld  give  him  credit  and  authority  in  the 
' eyes  of  mher  nations;  aud  to  think  of  doing  it, 
by  keeping  up  a number  of  laud  lurces  here 
' at  hume,  such  a nuihber  os  can  luive  any  awe 
or  ii, Alienee  over  the  great  powers  on  the 
' coulineiit,  is,  I think,  one  of  the  wildest  ima- 
ginations lliat  ever  entered  into  the  heart  of 
' man.  The  only  strength  of  this  nation  must 
always  consist  in  the  riches  of  it ; riches  must 
be  tile  fruits  nf  public  liberty  ; and  the  people 
ran  neifhei'  acquire  riches,  uor  the  king  luva 
the  use  of  them,  but  by  a gnyernnieuc  founded 
in  tiicir  iiielinalioos  and  affections. 

“if  this  be  true,  then  of  consequence  it 
follows,  that  whoever  advises  his  mujesty  to 
aim  at  any  additional  security  to  liicnself,  bom  . 
a Standing  Army,  instead  of  increasing  bis 
strengili,  does  really  diminish  it,  and  under- 
mine bis  true  support,  by  robbing  him  of  the 
hearts  of  bis  subjects.  For  this  I cake  for 
granted,  that  as  there  are  but  two  ways  of 
governing:  the  one  by  force,  and  the  other  by 
the  affections  of  the  people  governed,  it  is  iin- 
pcsrible  tor  any  prince  to  hare  tliem  botli. 
He  must  chusc  which  of  the  two  he  will  stick 
to,  tor  he  can  have  but  one.  If  he  is  master 
of  their  affections,  he  stands  in  no  need  of 
force;  and  if  he  wit]  make  use  of  force,  it  is 
in  vain  fur  him  to  expect  their  affections.  Far 
it  is  not  in  nature,  end  it  can  never  be  brought 
to  pass,  tliaC  men  can  love  a guvernnent,  under 
which  they  are  loaded  wiiii  heavy  taxes;  and 
pay  a considerable  part  of  their  estates  to 
mainiein  an  army,  which  insults  them  in  the 
possession  of  Che  rest,  ond  can  turn  them  oat 
of  the  whole  whenever  they  please. 

“ With  submission  tlicrefore,  the  argumetit 
is  taken  by  the  wrong  end,  when  it  is  said, 
There  are  great  animosities  in  tlie  kingdom, 
the  people  are  disaffected,  ami  upon  that 
account  there  is  a necessity  of  keeping  up  aa 
army.  It  concludes  muefc  righter  the  other 
way ; that  is,  dismiss  your  army,  and  give  no 
other  cause  of  suspicion  that  aoy  part  of  the 
constitution  is  to  be  invaded,  aud  the  pcopir 
will  be  well-affected.  Upon  any  other  foot  than 
this,  what  uiinistpr  will  ever  care,  whether  ha 
docs  right  or  wrong.’itis  not  his  concern  whether 
the  people  arc  easy  or  uneasy ; his  army  is  1^ 
depeod.ince : nay,  and  the  more  by  his  wicked 
councils  lie  exasperates  and  enrages  the  peo- 
ple, itb^.istroiiger  .te  xwiiihev'  tiiC'ipreUDce  far 


521]  PAUL  HISTOUy,  + Ceouce  1. 

B^inuioini  and  iiicms'mg  ihat  army  »tiicli 
«u)>pures  him. 

Wbut  I have  raid,  I cunfen,  gi>ea  upiin  a 
lUpposition,  (hat  tlie,numbcrs  contained  in  the 
Eslimaie,  and  iu  the  queilion  before  you,  do 
make  an  army  foriciduble  enough,  and  able  to 
eatlave  this  nation : of  wJiich  indeed  there  re- 
mains DO  doubt  nitb  me.  In  the  manner  these 
foA.-es  are  constituted,  I think,  a prince  srho 
would  wisli  to  be  arbitrary,  could  desire  no 
more : and  if  he  bad  all  the  power  in  his  hands, 
I tiiiuk,  for  his  own  sake  be  would  keep  no 

“ Of  whit  uatnre  the  reductions  have  been, 
other  genilemeii  have  so  fully  explained,  and  1 
briieve  it  so  generally  understood,  that  it  will 
be  needless  for  me  to  dwell  upon  it.  But  the 
short  of  the  case  is  this,  That  out  of  32,000 
men,  13  regiments  only  have  been  disbanded, 
wbicii  do  not  amount  to  more  than  5 or  6,000, 
besides  a few  invalids,  erbicb  were  taken  from 
the  establishment  of  the  urtny  and  put  npon 
the  establishment  of  the  liospital.  §o  that 
there  are  the  corps  now  subsisting  of  more 
iJian  85,000  men,  which  corps  may  be  filled  up 
to  their  entire  complement  wheosuever  the  go- 
vernment pleases,  and  that  even  uithoutany 
nnise  or  notice  taken.  Fur  the  case  is  very 
different  in  that  respect,  where  the  regiments 
are  few,  end  those  kept  complete:  There  if 
the  numbers  allowed  by  act  of  parliament  nre 
exceeded,  it  must  be  by  raising  nctg  regiments, 
which  is  easily  seen  and  known.  But  tvbere 
(be  corps  are  kept  up  with  only  a few  men  iu 
them,  and  some  recruits  will  always  be  neces- 

for  them,  there  if  tlie  government  is  wil- 
ling to  be  at  the  charge,  they  may  keep  the 
numhers  up  to  what  they  please,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  know  when  the  parliamentary 
standard  is  exceeded  and  wlien  not.  Thus 
thMeforc  stauds  our  account : In  tbe  first 
place,  the  public  is  to  pay  18,000  men ; in  the 
next  place,  die  number  of  effective  men  is  to 
be  16,347  : and  if  those  are  not  sufficient  to 
exercise  dominion  over  us,  yet,  in  die  manner 
they  are  k^t  together,  they  are  equivalent  to 
35,000  ; the  charge  is  inconsiderably  less,  and 
die  tenur,  whicb  is  tbe  main  thing,  is  notat  ull 
abated. 

“ Fur  die  tnkiog  this  dangerous  step,  the 
only  justification  1 hear  gendemen  offer  for 
tltemseivBs,  die  only  shelter  they  fly  to,  is  the 
|?ear  confidence  which  is  to  be  reposed  in  his 
^jesty'a.jiist  and  gracious  intentions;  «if  those 
f will  entertain  no  doubt : I believe  bis  ma- 
Jtitj  is  too  good  to  be  suspected  of  any  ar- 
hitr^  designs.  But  ytt  tltere  is  n general 
•^icion,  wliich  I will  never  be  ashamed  or 
*>mid  to  own ; becaose  it  is  a suspicion  iuter- 
woven  io  our  constitution;  it  is  a suspicion 
opon  which  our  laws,  our  parliament,  and  every 
jWtof  our  government  is  founded;  which  is, 
fhat  loo  much  power  lodged  in  the  crown,  ab- 
•(facting  from  the  person  ibnt  wears  it,  will  at 
lome  time  or  other  be  abused  in  tha  exercise 

or  It  and  can  never  lung  consist  with  the  na- 
writ  rights  aiHl.iJibeeuwofisiaBkfudi  i lAind,: 
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therefore,  whatever  opinions  wehave  of  bis  ma- 
jesty's goodness,  and  hrrw  inucii  soever  be  de- 
serves them,  we  should  still  comider,  tbut  in 
ibis  place  wc  are  under  a dbtinct  duty  to  our 
country,  and  by  that  duty  we  should  be  as  inca- 
pable of  gtving  up  such  im  uiiwarrantalile  trust, 
na  his  inajesty,  1 am  persuatied,  would  be  in- 
capable of  a1)usiiig  it,  if  he  litd  it  in  hb  Imuds. 
Those  we  represent  will  expect,  nud  iliey  ought 
to  expect  from  us,  that  they  should  not  only 
continue  to  enjoy  what  belongs  to  tbem,  na 
Engluhmen ; but  tiiat  they  should  hold  it  still 
by  the  same  tenure.  Their  estates,  their  lives, 
and  their  liberties,  they  have  hitherto  possessed 
as  their  rights ; and  it  would  be  a very  great 
and  sad  change,  and  such  as  shall  never  have 
my  consent  along  with  it,  to  muke  them  only 
tenants  at  will  for  them.” 

Tbe  question  being  iheu  pot  on  the  motion 
for  recommitting  the  fust  Uesolution,  it  was 
Carried  in  tbe  negative,  by  a majority  of  175 
voices  against  135;  and  then  the  first  Resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  second  Resolution  being  nfierwards 
rend  a second  time,  a motion  was  made,  that 
tbe  same  be  recommiited,  whicb  occasiuneil  a 
fresh  debate. 

Mr.  Babert  Walpole,  who  made  the  mostr^ 
msukable  speed),  lugcd,.  That  by  the  method 
that  hod  bMn  followed  in  the  reduction  of  tbe 
Army,  the  nation  was  pul  to  an  extraordinary 
Bud  needless  charge.  Which  he  endeavoured 
to  prove,  by  enteriug  into  the  particulars  of 
the  regimouts  that  were  kept  stouding;  shew^ 
iog  tbe  disproportion  between  the  foot,  and  the 
horse  aud  dragoons,  which  last  were  most 
grievnuB  and  oppeessire  to  tha  country ; and 
suggested,  That  by  reducing  tbe  army  m ano- 
ther manner,  the  full  nninber  of  land  forces  al- 
ready voted  might  be  kept  up,  and  yet  near 
lOO.OOOf.  saved  to  the  nation,  besides  the  pay 
of  general  Officers,  which  he  doubted  not,  all 
gcmlemui  would  readily  acknowledge,  with 
him,  to  be  an  unnecessary  expcnce.  This 
overture  was  listened  to  wiui  great  attention, 
Rod  particularly  by  sir  Joseph  Jckyll,  who  being 
desirous  to  know  wbat  Mr.  Walpole  had  to 
propose,  to  save  so  considerable  » sum  to  the 
nation,  declared  his  opinion  for  lecuinmilliag 
the  second  Resolution  above-mentioned,  which 
was  carried  without  dividing.  It  was  also  re- 
solved, That  the  last  of  the  three  above-recited 
Resolutions  be  recommitted. 

Dec.  9.  Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  s 
^nd  committee, to  lake  into  consideration  the 
second  Resolution,  vix.  forgraiitine  to  bis  ma- 
jesty the  sum  of  631,6184  which  bad  beea  re- 
commiued. 

Mr.  Craggs,  who  spoke  first,  said,  That  hav- 
ing already  agreed  to  the  Biimber  of  troops,  it 
was  but  natural  and  reasonable  to  gmnt  the 
sum  necessary  to  maintain  those  troops : that 
the  Commons  bad  never  entered  into  tbe 
particulars  of  the  recimeots,  whether  bo(se, 
di^oons,  or  foot;  but  contenting  ilieinselve* 

I widi  fixing 'tl|i!i<wbi>l«  ikwii  mbolly  left 
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Uie  reguRtiii^  of  that  matter  to  the  ctotrn ; 
and  ()i«reti)re  lie  hoped  (hey  woulU  not  gliew 
less  regaid  to  his  ninjesiy,  or  repose  less  con- 
Uileuce  ill  his  wisdom,  of  which  they  Lad  seen 
so  many  initauces,  pariicularly  both  ia  aujt* 
meiitingaml  rcducmg  nl  llieartuy  hlr.Craggs  ' 
was  seciioded  by  Mr.  Aislabie,  5Ir.  Lechmere,  I 
Mt.  Trehy,  Mr.  Ynnie,  sir  Kichanl  Steele, 
gen.  Carueiiter,  gen.  W aile,  gea.  Slaawix,  and 
others:  But  on  the  other  hand, 

Mr.  R.  i('a/po/e  represent^,  That  the  Lest 
way  lor  tl;e  Comiuoas  of  Great  Britain  to  ac- 
knowledge Ills  majesty’s  most  gmcious  iuteu- 
tions,  fur  the  good  of  his  subject^  was  to  point 
out  t<i  hiili  the  means  of  rendering  those  good 
iiitentiniiieSeciual ; ibat  this  might  be  dune  hy 
disbanding  or  diauiuuniiiig  eight  or  nine  regi- 
ment, of  dragoons,  whereby  (be  country  would 
beeused  ofn  great  burdeuand  oppreisicm;  and 
(hat  by  this,  and  some  other  reductions,  of 
which  he  made  meiiiinn,  a coasiderable  sum  of 
money  might  he  savcrl  to  tlie  nation ; as  well 
ashy  takingolTihe  pay  of  thd  general  officers, 
and  nther  useless  contingencies. 

Mr.  Wnlpolewes  backed  bysir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
4ir  Thonms  Ilanmer,  sir  ^Villiam  Wyndliam, 
Mr.  John  Smith,  and  sir  Thomas  Cross;  and, 
on  the  otlier  baud,  the  courtiers  endeavoured 
to  shew,  either  that  the  Reductions  proposed  • 
wereimprncticable,  or  would  not  answer  tbe.' 
end  intended  thereby.  Bui  some  general  offi- 
cers hating  said.  That  for  their  own  parte,  if 
their  having  no  pay  could  any  way  contribute 
to  make  the  nation  easy,  they  readily  acqui- 
esced. They  were  taken  at  their  words:  and 
the  question  being  put,  That  a sum  not  ea- 
ceediiig  6iOflOOt.  be  granted  tn  his  majesty, 
ibr  defraying  the  charge  oi  16347  eSective  men 
for  guards  and  garrisons,  nnd  other  his  majesiy's 
land  forces,  in  Great  Britain,  Jersey  audUuem 
aey,  Ibr  the  year  1718,  the  same  wns  carried  in 
the.  affirmative,  by  178  aeninst  158.  And 
(bis  Resolution  was  the  nest  day  reported  and 
■greed  to,  by  the  lluuse,  without  opposition. 

Dec.  11.  In  H grand  committee  on  waysnnd 
means  tn  raise  tbe  sopply,  after  some  debate 
upon  the  question,  whether  two  or  three  shil- 
liuga  in  the  pound  be  laid  upon  land,  it  was  by 
161  votes  against  97,  carried  for  the  latter. 
There  were  great  struggles  to  save  the  odd  shil- 
ling, hut  It  would  not  do  ';  for  the  next  day 
Mr.  Forrer  reparted  the  lesolutinn  of  tbe  com- 
mittee, which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House;  and 
a bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly. 

Vtbate  in  the  Commons  on  IheScardlyqf  the 
Silver,  and  on  luaering  the  Value  q/*  the  Gold 
&inr.]  Dec.  89.  Mr.  Aislabie  took  notice 
of  the  great  scarcity  of  tbe  Silver  Species,  which 
in  all  probobiiiiy,  was  occasioned  by  (he  ex- 
portation of  the  same,  and  (be  importation  of 
gold;  nnd  proposed,  That  a sp^y  remedy 
miglit  be  put  to  (hat  growing  evil,  by  lowering 
the  value  ot  the  giJd  species,  lie  was  seconded 
by  .Mr.  Cuswall,  member  for  Leominster, one  of 
theSwoctbBbilq.GcuBpaoy  ;i  i.biit:Mii-:RrW.aI-i 


Mle,  who  did  not  expect  such  a motion,  sbid 
Tliis  wa.s  a matter  of  so  gteatimjjortance,  thu| 
it  ought  to  be  well  weighed  uiul  msiutely  con- 
sidered, before  tiie  Houiie  came  to  any 
luliun  tliereupon."  It  was  accorilujgty  re- 

1.  “ That  this  House  will,  to-morrow  tnorit- 
ing,  resolve  itself  into  aCumuihteeofihe  whole 
lluuse,  to  Cake  into  consideration  tbe  stateofdie 
nation,  in  relation  to  the  Gold  nnd  Silver  Coins 
of  this  kingdom. — 8.  Thut  an  huoihle  Address 
he  presented  to  bis  tuujesiy,  That  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that  the 
Reprcscntaiiuiis  made  by  the  officers  of  tbe 
Mint  to  the  Lords  Commissiuners  of  theTrca- 
siiry,  inreluiioQ  to  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
of  this  kiogdotu,  muy  he  laid  before  iliis 
House.'’ 

Ordered,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  do 
attend  this  House  to-morrow  morning. 

Deo.  21.  Mr.  Aislabie  renewed  the  motino 
he  made  the  day  before,  relniing  to  tbe  Coin, 
and  wad  second^  by  .Mr.  Cnswnll,^*  who  made 
a speech,  on  the  various  and  respective  valitea, 
which  at  different  times,  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
liuveburn,  with  lesptct  one  to  the  other,  ac- 
cording to  the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  either,  and 
suggested,  That  the  over-valuation  of  gold  in  the 
current  cuios  of  Great  Britain,  had  occasioned 
the  exportation  orgreut  quantities  of  silver  spe- 
cies ; and  to  that  purpose,  laid  open  a clundes- 
cine  tmde,  which  ofiate  years  liad  been  car- 
ried on  by  tbe  Dutch,  Hamburgbers,  and  other 
foreigners,  in  concert  with  the  Jews  nod  other 
traders  here,  which  consisted  in  espordug 
Silver  Coins,  and  importing  Gold  m lieu 
(hereol^  which  being  coined  into  guineas  at 
the  Tower,  near  IS  pence  was  got  by  every 
guinea,  which  amounted  to  about  5 per  cent, 
and  as  these  returns  might  be  made  live  or  six 
times  in  a year,  considerable  sums  were  got  by 
it,  to  the  prejudice  of  Great  Britain,  nhic^ 
thereby  was  drained  of  silver  and  over-stocked 
with  gold;  concluding,  that  in  bis  opinion,  ilie 
most  effectual  way  to  put  a stop  to  this  perni- 
cious trade,  was  to  lower  the  price  of  guineas, 
and  all  other  gold  species. 

This  speech  was  received  with  jenei^  ap- 
plause, mid  it  was  resolved  in  the  Grand  Cem- 
mittee,and  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  Bouse, 
“ That  an  Address  be  presented  to  bis  majesty, 
to  issue  his  royal  Proclnmation,  to  turbid  u 
persons  to  utter,  or  receive  any  of  the  pieces  of 
Gold,  called  Guineas,  at  any  greater  or  higher 
rate  than  one  and  twenty  shiUiogs  for  each 
Guinea,  and  w proportionably  for  any  greater 
or  lesser  pieces  of  coined  Gold.”  This  Address 
being  presented  to  his  majesty,  a Proclamation 
was  issued  accordingly. -{- 

* Mr.  Caswall  wns  knighted  duriug  die 
Session. 

f The  following  is  a copy  ofdiesaidProcla- 
malion  : 

“O.R.  Wlierens  thevaluc  of  the  Gold, 
«v,ith  sbaraluf^flf  *li«i  Silver  in  tb* 

; ' ■ 8 
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Reporlt  made  hy  sir  Isaac  Jr'frortii,  Hlaster  qf 
Iht  Mint,  concerning  the  State  of  the  Gold 
end  Sitter  Cuinj.l  This  Hay,  Mr.  Lowndis 
presented  to  the  House,  the  folloviog  Ue|inris, 
niRiIe  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  mas^r  of  ills  Mint, 
concerning  the  Gold  and  Silver  Cuius ; 


current  coins  of  this  realm,  as  paid  and  received, 
n giencrr  io  proportion  than  the  value  of  gold  is 
in  the  value  of  silver  in  neighboariog  nations; 
and  (lie  over  valuation  of  Gold  in  Che  current 
coins  of  this  realm,  hath  been  a great 
cause  of  carrying  out  and  lessening  the  spe> 
cies  nflhe  Silver  coins  thereof,  which  is  bigtily 
piejudirini  to  (he  trade  of  this  kingdom  : And 
whereas  the  Comuions  in  parliainent  lisre,  by 
thrir  Address.  Iiombly  licsnught  us,  Tiiat  we 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue  our  royal 
Fruclamntitin,  to  forbid  nil  persons  to  utter  or 
receirc  any  of  the  pieces  of  Gold,  called  Gui> 
aeas,  at  any  greater  or  btclier  rate  than  one 
and  twenty  shillings  for  each  guinea,  and  so 
proportiunsbly  for  any  greater  nr  lesser  pieces 
uf  coined  gold,  which  we  have  graciously  con* 
descended  uuto.  Now,  for,  mid  towards  reme- 
dying the  said  evil,  we  have  ihounht  fit,  with 
the  ^viceofuur  privy  cimncil,  to  issue  ihisoiir 
royal  Proclamation,  hereby  eirictl;  pruliiliiting 
all  and  every  person  sod  persons  wlialsoevor, 
to  utter  or  receive  nny  of  the  pieces  of  Gold 
Coin  of  this  kingdom,  commonly  called  Gui- 
neas, (which  ID  our  mint  were  coined  only  nt 
twenty  shillings  each,  but  have  been  by  our 
ubjccts  paid  nitd  receiveil  at  the  rate  of  nnc 
and  twenty  shillings  and  six  pence  endi)  at  any 
greater  or  higher  rate  or  value  than  one  and 
twenty  shillings  for  each  guinea,  nnd  so  pro- 
portionubly  for  the  pieces  of  gold  called  htilf- 
go>ness,double-goineas,  and  five  poond pieces; 
and  the  other  piecA  of  ancient  Gold  Coin  of 
this  kingdom,  which  by  their  wearing  may  be 
diminished  in  their  weight,  at  nny  greater  or 
higher  rate  or  value  than  ns  followelli,  Tliut  is 
In  say,  the  piece  of  gold  now  received  and  pnid 
for  three  and  twenty  shillings  nnd  six  pence,  to 
be  hereafter  receiv^  and  )>aid  for  three  and 
twenty  shillings,  nnd  no  more.  The  piece  of 
gold  now  received  and  paid  for  five  nnd  twenty 
■hillings  nnd  six  pence,  to  be  hereafter  rec^ved 
and  paid  for  five  nnd  twenty  shillings,  and  no 
more ; and  so  proportioiiably  for  smaller  pieces 
of  the  like  gold  coin  ; at  which  Kates  and 
Vaises  we  do  hereby  declare  the  said  respcc-  ' 
>i'e  pieces  of  coined  gold  to  be  current.  And 
•■edri  hereby  strictly  charge  und  command  all 
our  loving  subjecu  whatsoever,  that  they  do  | 
not  presume  to  receive  or  pny  the  gold  coins  of 
fiiii  realm,  at  any  greater  rates  or  values  than 
ihe  rates  and  values  nforesairi,  upon  pain  of  our 
behest  displeasure  and  upon  pain  of  the  great- 
”t  punishment  that  by  law  may  be  inflicted 
°!ft>  them  for  their  default,  negUgence  and 
wntempt  in  this  behalf. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the 

42nd  nf  December,  1717.  lathe 

4th  ‘ 


To  the  right  bon.  the  Lords  Commissioaers  of 
Ills  Majesty's  Treasury, 

" May  it  please  your  lordships ; 

In  obedience  to  your  lordships'  order  of 
reference,  of  August  i2tli,  that  I should  lay 
before  your  lordships  a btnte  of  the  Gold  nnd 
Silver  Coins  of  tine  kingdom,  in  weight  aud 
linoiicss,  und  the  value  uf  gold  in  pro|>ortion  to 
silver,  with  my  tibservnli»ns  and  opinion ; and 
wluit  method  uiay  he  Lest  for  preventing  the 
melting  down  of  the  Silver  Coin  ; I bumhly  re- 
present, That  a pound  weigfit  troy  of  gold, 

1 1 ounces  fine,  and  one  mince  aifny,  is  cot  into 
44^  guineas  ; and  a pound  neight  of  silver, 
11  ounces  twopenny  weight  fine,  and  18  penny 
weight  allny,  is  cut  into  G9  shillings ; and,  ac- 
cording to  iliis  rate,  a pound  creiglit  of  fine 
gold  is  worth  15  pounds  weight  six  ounces  17 
pennyweight  and  five  grains  nf  fine  silver,  redt- 
oninga  guinea  at  if.  Is.  dd.  in  Silver-oiuiiey; 
but  silver  in  bullion,  exporialile,  is  usuuily 
wurth  9d.  or  3d.  per  ounce  more  than  in  coin ; 
and  if,  at  a medium,  such  bullion  of  standard- 
allay,  be  viilued  at  Si.  4|d.  per  ounce,  a pound 
weight  of  fine  gold  will  he  woi  th  but  14  lb.  wt. 
11  oz.  12  d«i.  9 gr.  of  line  silver  m bullion  ; 
and,  at  this  rate,  a guinea  is  north  hut  so  much 
silver  ox  would  make  20s.  8d.  M’hcn  ships  are 
i 'ldiiig  for  the  Eosl-lpdies,  the  demand  of  silver, 
for  exportation,  raises  the  price  to  5s.  OJ.  or  5s. 
8d.  per  uuuce,  ur  above  ; but  I cutisufer  not 
those  estraordiuary  eases, 

" A Spanish  pistole  was  coined  for  32  rials, 
or  four  pieces  of  eight  rials,  usually  celled  pieces 
of  eight,  anil  is  uf  equal  allay,  and  ihcsixtcentli- 
pnre  of  the  weight  tlierrof;  and  a Doppio 
Moedii  uf  rortugni  was  coined  for  ten  crusudos 
uf  Silver,  and  i&  of  equal  allay,  andlbesix- 
teeuth-part  of  the  weight  thereof  i Gold  is 
ihetefore  in  Spain  and  Portugal  of  sixteen  limes 
mure  Value  llinn  Silver  of  equal  weiglit  and 
alloy,  according  tu  the  standard  of  those  king- 
doms; at  which  rate,  aguincais  worth  29s.  Id. ; 
but  this  high  price  keeps  their  Gold  at  home, 
ID  good  plenty,  and  carries  away  the  Spanish 
Silver  into  all  Kurope  ; so  that  at  home  they 
male  llieir  pnymeDts  in  Cold,  nnd  wiU  not  pay 
in  Silvetwiinout  a premium ; upoiMlic  coining 
in  of  a Plaiefleec  the  premium  ceases,  or  is  but 
stoall ; hue  as  their  Silver  goes  away,  and  be- 
comes scarce,  the  premium  iDcreases,  and  it 
most  commonly  about  six  per  cent, ; which 
being  abated,  a guinea  becomes  worth  about 
90s.  9d,  iu  Spain  and  Portugal. 

“ In  France,  a pound  weight  of  fine  Gold  is 
reckoned  worth  15  pounds  weight  office  silver-, 
in  raising  or  failing  their  money,  their  king’s 
edicts  have  sometimes  varied  a liuie  from  this 
proportion  in  excess,  or  defect ; but  the  varia- 
tions have  been  so  little,  that  I do  not  here  con- 
sider them ; by  tlie  edict  of  May  1709,  a new 
pistole  was  coined  for  four  new  fewjsses,  nnd  is 
of  equal  allny,  and  tlie  fifteenth-part  of  the 
weight  thereof,  except  the  errors  of  their  miais{ 
and,  by  the  same  edict,  fine  Gold  is  valued  at 
i.li'itim«a<iuiii«ig1iil'ioC.  £iie&<htm-;i;iind,  at  this' 
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rate,  b guiuea  is  north  liOs.  SfJ.  : I consider 
mil  here  the  coiifusiuii  made  in  the  oiomrs  in 
France,  frequent  edicts  te  send  tht-ai  to  the 
Mint,  luiil  gire  the  king  A lax  out  of  ciiem ; I 
consider  onlj'  tlic  value  of  Gulil  aud  Silver  in 
propiTiion  to  one  another. 

“ Tiie  ducats  of  Ilnllanii,  and  Uimgary,  anil 
the  empire,  were  laCvI;  current  in  UoIImul, 
among  the  comuiou  people,  in  their  markets, 
and  ordinary  aliairs,  at  are  guilders  io  specie, 
and  fire  stivers ; and  cammoiiiy  changed  for  so 
much  SiIrer*monies  in  ihree*guilder  pieces  and 
guilder-pieces,  as  guineas  are  witli  us  for  Sts. 
6J.  steriiug  i at  wucb  mte,  a guinea  is  nrorth 
80s.  7i<l. 

“ According  to  the  rates  of  Gold  to  Silver  in 
Italy,  Germany,  Fnlnitd,  Dentnark,  and  Swe- 
den, a guineais  wuicb  about  20s.  and  7d.  6d. 
id.  or  -Id.  for  the  proponioii  varies  a Jiitle 
witliin  the  several  governments  in  tb-Me  coun- 
tries. lu  Sweden,  gold  is  Iinvest  in  proportion 
to  silver,'  and  this  liaih  made  that  kingdom, 
which  fortnorly  was  content  with  copper  money, 
abound  uf  bee  with  silver,  seat  tlutiiei  (I  sus- 
pect) for  navn)  stores. 

“ lu  the  eid  of  kiog  William’s  reign,  and 
the  first  yenr  of  tiie  late  queen,  when  foreign 
cnioa  abounded  in  England,  I caused  a great 
ut'iiiy  of  them  to  be  assayed  io  the  mint,  and 
found  by  the  assays,  that  ’fine  gold  was  to  fine 
ailver  in  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Holland, 
I'  .iiy,  Germany,  and  die  northern  kingdoms,  in 
die  proportions  above-mernioned,  errors  of  the 
tuinlB  excepted. 

“ lu  Ciiiita  and  Japan,  one  pound  weight  of 
fine  gold  is  wnr:b  but  nine  or  ten  pounds  weight 
of  fine  silver;  nud  in  Eui.t-India  it  may  be 
sorih  twelve ; and  tliis  low  price  of  gold  in 
proporiiOD  to  silver  carries  away  the  silver  from 
all  Europe. 

“ So  then,  by  tlie  course  of  trade  and  ex- 
change between  oution  tind  nation  in  nil  Eu- 
rope, fine  gold  is  to  line  silver  as  14},  or  IS,  to 
one;  and  a giiiura,  at  tbc  some  mte,  is  worth 
Iietween  2Us.  id.  and  20s.  Sid. ; except  in  ex- 
traordinary cases,  us  when  a Plate  lieet  is  just 
arrived  in  Spain,  or  ships  are  lading  liere  for 
the  Eust  indies ; which  cases  1 do  nut  here  con-  i 
rider;  And  it  appears  by  experience,  as  well  as  '• 
by  reason,  that  silver  filiws  from  those  places, 
where  its  value  is  lowest  in  proporiiou  to  gold,  | 
at  fi’oro  Spain  to  all  Europe,  and,  from  all  Eu- 
rope to  IM  East-Indies,  China,  and  Japan  ; 
anil  that  gold  is  most  plentiful  in  those  places, 
in  wliicb  its  value  is  higiiest  in  proportion  to 
ailver,  as  in  Spain  ond  England. 

“ It  is  the  demand  for  exportation  which 
hath  raised  tlie  price  «f  exportable  silver  about 
2d.  or  3d.  ta  the  ounce  above  that  of  tilvcr  in 
c->in,  and  hath  tliereby  created  n lemplotinn 
to  export,  or  melt  down,  the  silver  coin,  rather 
than  give  2d.  nr  3d.  more  for  foreign  silver;’ 
and  the  demand  for  exportation  arises  from  the 
higher  price  of  silver  in  miter  places  than  iu 
England  in  proportion  to  gold;  that  is,  from 
the  higher  price  of  gold  in  England  than  in 
Mher  plnes'k-  prc'jxir^  taitiivsr 


fore  uiay  be  diminished,  by  lowering  the  rniue 
of  gold  in  proportion  to  silver : IfgoidmEii^ 
laud,  or  silver  in  Enst-lndin,  could  be  brought 
down  so  low  os  to  bear  tlie  snnie  pro]>ortma  to 
one  another  in  huib  places,  there  wuuid  be  hera 
no  greater  demand  for  silver,  than  lor  gold  to 
be  exported  to  India;  uiid  ifguld  were  Inwerrd 
only  so  .\s  to  have  the  same  pro|iortton  to  the 
silver  money  in  Eitgluiid  wliicb  it  tmili  to  silver 
in  the  rest  of  Europe,  titers  would  be  no  temp- 
taiiuu  to  expoit  silver  rather  than  gold  to  any 
other  part  of  Europe : And  to  compass  il,ii 
lost,  there  scetiis  nothing  more  requisite  tliea 
to  take  oil  about  lOd.  or  12d.  from  tbegniaea; 
to  that  gold  may  bear  the  some  proportiiui  to 
the  silver  money  in  England,  which  it  ought  to 
do  by  die  coarse  of  tradu  nml  exchange  iu  Eu- 
rope; but  if  only  d<l,  were  taken  ofi'  at  present, 
it  would  diminish  tlie  teujpta'.ioii  to  expoit,  or 
rack  down,  die  silver  coin  ; and,  by  tbe  ef- 
fects, would  shew  Iiercuker,  better  Ilian  can  ap. 
pe,ar  at  present,  what  further  reduction  would 
' bemnst  cenvenient  for  the  public. 

I '*  Iu  the  last  year  of  king  Witliam,  the  dollan 
1 of  Scotlaud,  worth  about  4l.  C^d.  were  put 
away  in  tbe  Nuttli  of  Eogland  for  5s  aad  nt 
tills  price  began  to  fiow  in  upon  us:  I gave 
I notice  thereof  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
I treasury;  and  they  ordered  the  collectors  of 
tuxes  to  furbeur  taking  them ; and  thereby  put 
a stop  to  the  mischief. 

“ At  the  same  lime,  the  lewidora  of  France, 
which  were  worth  but  seventeen  shillings  nod 
three  farthings  apiece,  passed  iii.Eiigiandac 
17s.  fid. : 1 gave  notice  thereof  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  treasury ; and  his  laie 
majesty  put  out  a proclamation,  That  they 
should  go  but  at  17<-;  and  thereupon  they 
came  to  the  Mint ; and  1,4110,000/.  were  cuined 
out  of  them  : and  if  tbe  advantage  of  5}d.  in  a 
lewidor,  sufficed  at  tbot  time  to  bring  into  Eng- 
lund  so  great  a quantity  uf  French  niouey,  and 
the  advantage  of  three  farihiiigs  iu  a lemdur  to 
bring  it  to  tlie  iniot,  tlie  advantage  of  9d,  Itnll- 
penny  in  a guinea,  or  above,  may  have  been 
sufficient  to  bring  tlie  great  qoBUlily  of  gold, 
which  hath  beeu  coined  in  these  last  tilieen 
years,  without  any  foreign  silver. 

“ Some  years  ago,  the  Portugal  moedors  were 
received  in  the  west  of  England  at  28s.  a-piece; 
upon  notice  from  tlie  mint  chat  tliey  were  north 
only  aliouc  27s.  7d.,  the  Lords  Comuiis.doners 
of  iJie  Treasury,  ordered  their  receivers  of  taxes 
to  ttfke  (licm  at  no  more  than  27s.  Od.  After- 
ivords  many  gentlemen  iu  the  west  sent  np  to 
the  treasury  a petition,  time  the  receiveis  might 
take  them  again  at  28s.  and  promised  to  get 
retaros  for  this  money  at  ilmi  rate ; nllodgii^. 
that  when  they  went  at  20s.  their  country  "o* 
full  of  gold,  which  tliey  wanted  very  much; 
But  the  commissioners  of  the  treasuiy,  caiy 
sideriiig,  that  at  28).  the  nation  would  lose 
B piece,  rejected  the  petition : And  if  an  o'*' 
vnuloge  to  themerchont  of  5d.  in  38s.  did  p^r 
that  money  in  ujion  us,  modi  more  hath  an  sd- 
vontage  to  the  racrebantof  O^d.  in  n guinea, 
(foovo;iitiocn.'Mdeu>T)rit^  iuio  'tbo  Miot 
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qranutie*  of  gold,  wiihoat  anj  fonifn  siWer; 
aod  may  be  able  u do  it  ttiR,  till  the  caute  be 
removeo- 

« irtbtnga  be  let  aloae  till  eilTcr  moaer  be  a 
little  Karcer,  the  gold  will  fall  of  iueff;  for 

ale  are  already  Mckward  to  giro  silver  for 
and  will,  io  a little  time,  refose  to  make 
^ymeots  in  eilrer  without  n premium,  as  they 
do  in  Spain ; and  this  preniium  will  be  an 
abatement  in  the  value  of  the  gold  ; and  so  the 

Eation  is,  Whether  gold  shsll  be  lowered  by 
govemmeoc,  or  let  alone  till  it  falls  of  it* 
self,  by  the  want  of  silver  money. 

■<  It  may  be  said,  that  there  are  great  quanti- 
ties of  silver  in  plate;  and  if  the  plate  wore 
coined,  there  would  beno  want  of  silver  money : 
Bot  I reckon,  that  silver  is  safer  from  exporta- 
tion in  the  fonn  of  plate  than  in  the  form  of 
money,  because  of  the  greater  value  of  the  sil* 
Ttr  attd  fashion  together;  and  therefore  I am 
sot  for  coining  the  plate,  till  the  temptatiuo  to 
export  the  silver  money,  which  is  a profit  ofSd. 
or  Sd.  an  ounce,  be  diminished ; for  as  often  as 
men  are  necessitated  to  send  away  money  for 
answering  debts  abroad,  there  wiU  be  a trap- 
tation  to  send  away  silver  rather  than  gold,  be- 
CRDse  of  the  profit,  which  is  almost  four  per 
eem,;  and,  for  tbesame  reason,  foreigners  will 
choose  to  send  hither  their  gold  rather  than 
their  silver. 

"All which  is  ffiostbnmbly  sabrattted  to  your 
lordsliips  great  wisdom.  Isaac  Newton. 

Uint-Orace,  21st  September  1717. 

To  the  Bi^t  Hoa.  the  Lords  CommiMicaers  of 
his  Majesty’s  Treasury.  I 

*' May  it  please  your  Lordships;  | 

“ In  obedieuce  to  your  lordships' order  of 
reference  of  the  19th  instaot.  That  an  account ' 
be  laid  before  yodr  lordships  nfall  the  gold  and 
silver,  coined  in  the  lost  15  years;  and  how 
much  thereof  hath  been  coined  out  of  plate 
upon  public  encouragements;  and  what  cupper 
money  hath  been  newly  coined;  it  is  humbly 
represented,  that  since  Christmas,  1701-S,  Co  the 
19tb  instant,  there  hath  been  coined  in  gold 
r,lS7,SS5i.  in  tale,  reckoning  44|  guineas  to  a 
pound  weight  troy,  and  21s.  6d.  to  a guinea; 
pndin  silver  229,880/.  sterling,  reckoTiing  9/.  9i. 
to  a pound  weight  troy;  and  that  part  of  this 
silver,  amouncuK  to  149,086f.  sterling,  was 
coiaed  out  of  English  plute,  imported  npon 
public  cncourageiDent,  in  the  years  1709  and 
1711 : and  another  part,  atnonnting  to  1S,S42/. 
was  coined  out  of  Vigo  plate  io  the  years  1703 
and  1704;  and  another  port,  amounting  to 
45,732/.  was  coiaed  from  silver  extracted  from 
our  own  leodwire  | and  the  rest,  amounting  to 
21,220/.  was  coiped  chiefly  oat  of  old  plate  ' 
tnelceddowu  byi^ldsmilhs;  and  some  of  it  out 
of  pieces  of  eight. 

“ The  ^ver  of  the  Mint  has  been  liard  at 
work,  ever  since  the  last  sessioo  of  parliament, 
tn  making  the  embossments  and  puneheons  for 
the  balance  luid  farthiugs,  and  caking  a?  a 
few  dies  from  them : the  mokin|  of  an  em- 
^Mameot,  and  it  pnadieou,  for  ballucsce,  takes 
Voi.VHv" : l'..  .r.ll 


up  the  time  of  aboot  six  weeks ; and  there  have 
been  two  embossments,  and  two  puncheons, 
made  for  the  halfpence,  and  one  for  the  f^- 
ihings;  and  now  these  are  finished,  and  some 
dies  are  made  IVom  the  puncheons,  it  will  cake 
up  a little  time  to  examine  the  capper,  and 
settle  the  best  method  of  preparing,  siring  neal- 
ing,  and  cleaning  it,  and  making  it  fit  tor  the 
Mine ; this  being  a manufacture  dilTerent  from 
that  of  coarse  copper,  and  more  difficult,  and 
not  yet  practised  in  England ; and  as  soon  as 
this  method  is  fixed,  we  shnll  begin  to  coin  in 
quantity. 

“ All  which  is  most  biraihly  sobmilced  to  yonr 
lordships’  great  wisdom. 

Mint-Office,  Nov.  23, 1717.  Is.  Newton.” 
This  day  both  Uotises  adjoarned  to  the  13th 
of  January*. 

jBDoary  IS,  1718.  The  House  of  Commons 
met,  and  dime  to  tbe  following  Resolutions; 

1.  “ That  this  House  will  uot  alter  the  Standard 
.of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  Chit  kingdom 
in  fineness, weight,  ordenomination.  2. Resolved 
That  this  House  will,  npon  Thursday  sennight, 
resolve  itself  into  a Commictee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  take  into  coasideration  the  State  of 
the  Nation,  in  relation  to  tbe  Gold  and  Silver 
Cains  of  this  kingdom-f-.” 
j De6aie  in  the  Lords  os  theSlateof  Ihe  Coin.] 

I January  10.  Tbe  Lords  met  this  d^,  pni'- 
' suoDC  to  adjournnieut.  Tbe  prince  of  Wales 
I went  to  the  House  of  Peers,  which  being  very 
full,  my  lord  North  and  Grey  stood  up,  and 
“ took  notice  of  the  great  fenneat  Use  was  in 

* “ It  was  geoernlly  believed  this  adjonm- 
ment  was  occasioned  by  some  measures  that 
were  then  taken,  in  order  to  rccoacile  the  royal 
family,  which  not  having  tbe  desired  elfcet,  it 
was  expected,  tlie  king  would,  ou  the  day  of 
meeting,  have  come  to  tbe  House  of  Peers,  and 
acquainted  the  parHameot  with  tome  matters 
of  importance ; but  the  court  took  another 
course,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  tome 
persons.”— Tinrial. 

f “ The  lowering  tbe  value  of  gold,  which  was 
thought  H proper  expedient  to  procure  agreater 
circnlation  of  silver  species,  bad,  during  the  re- 
cess, a contrary  effect,  either,  as  was  supposed, 
through  the  covetousness  of  some  loonieo  men, 
who  hoarded  up  silver,  in  hopes  that  the  .same 
would  be  raised ; or  out  of  fear  chat  |old  would 
still  be  lowered ; or  tlirongh  the  malice  of  the 
dicaflccted,  who,  by  (be  same  method,  thought, 
if  not  to  distress  the  goverument,  at  least  to 
raise  murmnrtngs  against  it  among  the  comtnon 
people,  upon  account  of  the  stop  which  was 
thereby  put  to  petty  trade.  Jo  oruer  therefore 
to  remetiy  this  great  evil,  os  soon  ns  the  Com- 
mons met,  thev  came  to  a Kesuhifion,  ‘ That 
this  House  will  not  niter  the  standard  of  the 
gold  and  silver  coins  of  this  kingdom  io  linetiew, 
weight,  and  denomination  : the  Lords  came  also 
Co  the  same  Itesolutioii,  and  ardcred  n bill  u 
be  brought  in  to  prevent  tbe  itielciog  duwo  of 
tlie  silver  coin.®— Tiiidal. 
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ilie  nation'*'  — As  liis  lurdsLip  made  here  a 

luiull  pause,  the  Lords  began  to  be  very  ntlen* 
tite,  oiifi  some  in  pain,  fearing  bis  lordship 
Would  cuucii  upon  matrers  of  a high  and  nice 
nature]  but  bis  lurdsliip  soon-eased  them,  by 
memiouing  only  the  great  Scarcity  oi  Silver, 
nhicb  occasioned  a' general  stop  of  trade,  and 
very  rmicii  distress^  tbe  poor.  Upon  which, 
tlis  Lords  resolved  to  take  (hat  matter  into 
coDsiiiemtian  on  Thursday  tlie  2Srd.* 


* “ About  this  time  a design  against  the 
kiug's  life  was  discovered.  Tlie  author  of  it 
seemed  to  be  titter  for  Dcdlam  than  Newgate. 
His  name  was  James  Shepbeard,  a youth  of 
eighteen  years,  apprentice  to  a cooebmaker  in 
Cevonsliire-street.  On  the  24tii  of  January, 
be  came  to  the  bouse  of  Mr.  John  Leake,  a 
ntiu-juring  clcigymaii,  and,  not  finding  him  at 
home,  left  a letter  with  the  maid,  who  deli- 
vered it  to  iVIr.  Leake’s  daughter.  When  IVIr. 
Leake  came  home,  the  letter  was  given  to  him, 
will),  upon  reading  the  superscription,  found  it 
directed  for  the  reverend  Mr.  Heath ; upon 
which  be  doubted  of  its  being  left  for  him ; 
but  being  told  by  tbe  maid,  that  it  was  left  for 
him,  and  ciinsidering  that  there  was  no  such 
person  as  Mr.  lieacb,  a clergyman,  in  that 
ucighbourhood,  he  opened  the  letter,  and,  hav- 
ing read  it  to  himself,  told  Ids  maid  and  daugh- 
ter, it  was  a wicked  and  villninuus  letter,  and 
theu  read  it  to  them,  aud  afterwards  threw  it 
into  the  fire.  But,  upon  considering  the  mat- 
ter, and  suspecting  that  some  person  miglit 
have  sei’i  it  with  a design  to  get  bis  house 
scorched,  and  fix  an  odium  upon  him,  he  went 
to  sir  John  Fryer,  aldennnn,  tlie  next  morniog, 
and  acquainted  him  witii  tbe  matter.  Sir  Jotm 
advised  him  to  secure  the  writer  of  tlie  letter, 
if  be  should  call  again  at  bis  house,  as  it  seems 
ho  had  proniisedto  do.  According  to  his  pro- 
mise be  colled  again  in  three  days,  wben  Air. 
Leake  asked  him  whether  bis  name  was  James 
Sbepbeord,  and  if  he  bad  left  a letter  for  him 
on  Clic  Friday  before  1 lie  answered  in  tbe  af- 
firmative j upon  which  he  was  seized  and  car- 
ried before  sic  John  Fryer ; Sbeplieard  owned 
to  liiiii  the  bringing  of  tbe  letter;  and  being 
asked,  if  he  bad  a copy  of  it  1 lie  answered,  he 
hod  no  copy  about  him ; but,  if  he  bad  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  be  could  soon  write  one;  which 
he  did,  aud  gave  it  to  sic  John  ; who  observing 
to  him,  tliat  be  bad  not  put  his  name  to  it,  be 
imnieiliatciy  suhscribeil  it,  affirming,  that  he 
believed  it  to  be  a true  copy  of  the  letter  he 
had  left  at  Air.  Leake's ; aud  time,  if  at  all,  it 
diftered  only  in  some  lew  words : The  copy  wus 
as  follows : 

‘Sir;  From  the  many  diiconteats  visible 

* througliout  tliis  kingdom,  1 infer,  tliat,  if  the 

* priuce  now  reigning  could  be  by  death  re- 
‘ moved,  our  kiug  bEiiig  bere,-  be  might  be 
‘ settled  on  bis  throne  without  much  loss  of 
' blood.  For  the  mure  ready  elfcciiug  of  this, 
‘ I propose,  that,  if  auy  guDileman  will  pay  for 
' my  passage  into  Italy,  and  if  our  friends  will 
’ entrust  one  so  young  with  Utters  ofiuvicaiion 
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January  S3.  Tbe  Lords  io  a grand  coos- 
mitcee,  took  into  consideration  tlie  state  of  tlie 
nation,  in  relation  to  ilic  Gold  and  Silvercobs. 

The  Lord  Bingley,  baring  represented  the 
great  prejudice  that  trade  received  from  tbe 
scarcity  of  silver,  said,  among  other  things,  it 
was  a mailer  of  wonder  a remedy  bud  nut  sea- 
sonably been  applied  to  so  great  ao  evil,  whicli 
bad  visibly  been  growing  for  so  many  nionUis 


‘ to  bis  majesty,  I will,  on  his  arrival,  smite  ilia 
‘ usurper  in  his  palace.  In  this  confusion,  if 
‘ sufilcieiit  forces  may  be  raised,  his  majesty 
‘ may  appear,  if  not,  be  may  retreat  orcoiiceal 
‘ liiuiselftill  a fitter  opportunity.  Nejiiieris 
‘ it  presumptuous  to  hope,  that  this  may  sue- 
■ reed,  if  wc  consider  bow  easy  it  is  to  cut  the 
‘ thread  of  human  life;  how  great  confusion 
‘ the  death  of  a prince  occasions  in  the  most 
‘ peaceful  nations ; and  bow  mutiooiis  the 
‘ people  are,  linw  desirous  of  a change,  But 
‘ we  will  su[ipose  the  worst,  that  I am  seized, 
‘ and  by  torture  examined.  Now,  chat  this 
* may  eudanger  none  but  myself,  it  will  he  iie- 
‘ cessary,  that  tbe  genUeman,  who  defrays  my 
‘ chaiges  to  Italy,  leave  England  before  my  de- 
‘ parture ; that  1 be  ignorant  of  his  mnjeity'i 
‘ abode ; that  I lodge  wicli  some  Whig  ; that 
‘ you  abscond  ; and  chat  this  be  commuaicnird 
‘ to  none.  But,  be  the  event  as  it  will,  I can 
‘ expect  nothing  less  than  a most  cruel  death ; 
‘ which  that  1 may  the  better  support,  it  will 
‘ be  requisite,  that,  from  my  arrivM  till  the  at- 
‘ tempt,  I every  day  receive  the  holy  sacra- 
‘ meut,  from  one  who  slioll  be  ignor.-tni  of  the 
‘design.  Jaii£S  Sbepheaeo.* 

“ Sir  John  Fryer  committed  him  prisoner  to 
the  Compter,  and  aftertvards  went  with  him 
and  Air.  Leake,  his  daughter  and  maid,  to  the 
earl  of  Sunderland’s  oUice,  where  tbe  copy  of 
tbe  leltur  was  produced  and  read  to  faim ; 
which  he  owned  with  the  greatest  uiiconcem 
imaginable.  He  owned  likewise,  that,  wlitle 
be  was  at  school  at  Salisbury,  he  had  imbibed 
tbe  priuciples,  which  he  then  acted  upon,  by 
eonversaiion  with  his  scbool-fellows,  who,  in 
the  time  of  the  rebellion  in  tbe  north,  wished 
tbe  Pretender  might  have  success,  and  was 
confirmed  in  bis  opinion  by  reading  some  pam- 
phlets lie  saw  lying  on  some  buukseUers'  stalls, 
particularly,  ‘ A Vindication  of  tbe  Bishop  of 
‘ Exeter,’  and  especially  from  the  improve- 
ment of  the  words  of  St,  Paul,  ' That  persons 
‘ ought  to  be  obedient  to  tbe  powers  tliat  were 
‘ set  over  ibetn,  although  they  were  tyrannical.’ 
That  be  bad  three  years  ago.  resolved  upon  the 
design  to  assassinate  the  king,  and  did  dettf- 
tuine  U)  put  it  in  execution,  when  opportoluty 
ofiiered.  He  was  brought  to  bis  trim  on  the 
0th  of  Alarch,  for  high-treason ; and  tbe  evi- 
dence against  him  was  very  strong.  Being 
called  upon  by  the  court  to  make  his  defeuce, 
be  acknowledged  the  truth  of  what  had  been 
deposed  against  him;  and  owned,  that  he 
mesne  it,  that  be  iiicended  it,  and  did  uot  ibiak 
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Lord  5lanAoj)«  answered  liitn,  iliac  the  scar- 
city of  silver  species  wns  owing  to  several 
causes;  let,  The encreasing luxury,  in relucioo 
to  silver  plate.  2ii(liy,  To  the  vast  exports  of 
bullion  and  ocher  plate  to  the  East  Indies. 
Aad  Sdly,  T»  the  clandestine  trnde  chat  had 
lately  been  cnrried  on,  nf  exporting  silver  and 
inipnriing  gold  to  and  I'rom  Holland,  Germany, 
and  other  parts.  To  prove  these  particulars 
his  lordship  produced  severoJ  papers,  and, 
among  the  rest  a scheme  drawn  up  oy  Henry 
Idartin,  esq.  inspector  general  nf  the  exports 
and  imports  nt  the  custom  house,  whereby  it 
appears,  that  in  the  year  1717,  the  East  India 
company  had  exported  near  three  millions  of 
ounces  of  silver,  nhich  far  exceeds  the  imports 
of  bullion  ill  that  year;  it  necessarily  followed, 
that  vast  quantities  of  silver  species  must  have 
been  melted  down,  both  to  make  up  that  ex- 
port, and  to  supplysilvcr-smitbs.  His  lordship 
added,  that  it  was  impossible  for  chose  in  Uie 
adminisCration  to  remedy  this  evil,  without  the 
interposition  of  the  parliament ; and  as  for  die 
trade  of  exporting  silver,  and  importing  gold  in 
lieu  of  ii,  which  encreased  die  scandey  uf  die 
hnc,  tho  most  etTeciual  melliod  chat  could  be 
thought  of  to  prevent  it,  had  been  nlreiidy 
used,  viz.  the  lowering  the  pries  of  gold,  which 
would  not  hare  failed  to  have  in  great  me.'i- 
sure,  produced  the  desired  ctlect,  but  for  the 
covetousness  of  some,  or  the  mulicc  of  others, 
who,  by  boarding  up  silver,  thought  either  to 
make  considerable  gains,  or  to  distress  the  go- 
verument : so  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,  no 
fault  could  be  found  upon  this  score  with  die 
zniipagers  of  Ills  majesty’s  treasury ; hut  that, 
on  the  contrary;  it  might  to  their  praise  be  ob- 
served, that  the  public  credit  never  ran  so  high 
in  any  other  hands,  since  ilie  governmeuc 
could  now  borrow  great  sums  at  St  per  cent. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  answered  the  lord  Scan- 
hime,  and  mode  some  reSeciions,  which  Che 
other  returned  very  smartly.  Tbnugb  the  lord 
viscount  Townshend,  the  lord  Cuningsby,  and 
some  other  peers,  spoke  also  on  diis  occasion, 
vet  their  lordships  cnine  that  day  to  no  Reso- 
latino;  but  die  fnrdier  consideration  uf  that 
matter  being  put  nfi  till  Sutarday  the  35lb  of 
January.  It  was  on  diac  day  resolved,  “ That 
no  alteration  should  be  made  in  (be  standard 
of  Che  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  tl>is  kingdom, 
in  doeness,  weight  or  dennminatioii which 
Hesolution  was,  on  the  97tb,  reported  and 


there  was  nny  barm  iu  it,  or  any  guilt  in  the 
fact,  if  committed.  Upon  this  he  wns  con- 
demned, and  executed  at  Tyburn,  being  at- 
tended by  Mr.  Orme,  a non-juring  clergyman, 
who  absolved  him  at  the  gallows,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  have  penned  his  speech ; which  being 
ait  invective  against  liie  king,  the  government 
did  not  think  proper  to  allow  it  to  he  printed ; 
and  Mr.  Urme  was  taken  into  Che  custody  of  a ' 
messenger.  Orme  was  frequently  examined; 
I)ai,  ns  notliing  appeared,  upon  which  it  was 
judged  proper  to  bring  him  to  a trial,  he  was 
at  last  set  at  Itbcrty.”  Tindal. 


7 1 S.— on  the  Jialf-Pay  Officer).  [5S4 
agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  next  day  their 
lurdsliips  resumed  the  contiderslioo  of  ilint  af- 
fair; and  after  having  examined  tlic  ufiic<  of 
the  mint,  and  ctie  innsier  and  wardens  of  tiie 
goldsmiths  company,  ordered  n Hill  to  bn 
brought  in,  “ to  prevent  the  melting  down  of 
the  Coins  of  the  kingrlum.” 

T)tbate  in  the  Common)  concerning  the  Hntf- 
Pai/Offtcert."]  JanuarySS.  ThellonseofCom- 
cDons,  in  a connoitlee  of  the  whole  House,  con- 
sidered further  of  the  Supply,nnd  ptirticnlnrly  m 
rclatiun  to  the  Half-Pay  of  the  reduced  Ulfi- 

Mr.  Hairhcnon,  who  hsd  airendy  prpparerl 
the  minds  of  the  assembly,  bv  causing  his  bonk 
of  Abstracts  and  Observations,  -to  be  distri- 
buted gratis  to  most  of  the  memhers,  made  use 
of  his  own  lucubmtinns  and  remarks  to  shew, 
That  the  Lists  of  Half-Fay  were  chafed  with 
many  ollicera  who  had  no  right  to  it;  and  was 
powerfully  supported  by 

Mr.  Jioierl  Walpole,  who,  in  pnriiculnr,  ex- 
cepted against  the  nlluwing  Uali-Pny  here,  to 
the  otScers  td'  the  13  regiments  lately  retlucrd 
ill  Ireland. 

Mr.  Craget  nnswered  those  two  genilemcn 
with  a great  deal  of  vivacity,  and  us  much 
strength  uf  reason  as  the  nature  of  the  several 
particulars  objected  against  would  admit  uf; 
And  because  it  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Walpnle, 
That  be  had  not  heeo  long  in  his  office;  Mr. 
Creggs  readily  owned,  That  he  could  not  boast 
of  so  much  experience  in  affairs  as  a certain 
gentleman;  but  this  be  was  sure  of,  that  though 
n novice,  he  would,  ten  years  hence,  be  nf  the 
SHitie  opinion  he  was  of  at  presear,  and  not 
imitate  iliem  who  chnnged  theirs,  as  they  were 
in  or  out  of  place.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Walpole,  who  conldf  not  but  perceive 
chat  this  bolt  was  levelled  at  him,  appealed  to  the 
assembly,  Whether,  while  he  hud  ilie  honour 
to  be  in  the  empinymem,  he  bad  nut  declared 
Ills  opinion  as  freely  ns  be  did  nc  present,  par- 
ticalorly  in  relation  to  tlie  matter  now  l«i'nre 
iheinf  Mr.  John  Smith,  sir  Henry  Bunbury, 
and  sir  William  Wyndhain,  anjiported  Mr. 
Walpole,  nnd  nil  of  them  did  justice  to  tbe 
Officers  who  had  served  their  country  in  the  lw» 
last  wars;  excepting  only  against  tbe  abuse 
which  bad  l>ecn  made  of  the  national  bounty,  in 
granting  Malf-Pay  to  tliuse  that  did  not  deserve 
It.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Aisinbie,  colonel 
Bladen,  sir  Charles  HDllinm,  sir  Kicli.nrd  hitcele, 
general  Wade,  Mr.  Lowndes,  and  several  others, 
supported  Mr.  Craggs;  and 

Mr.  Hoscatren,  said,  I'hat,  in  his  opinion,  tbe 
Officers  who  had  lately  served  ngoinst  the  rebels 
in  .Scotland,  and  in  the  nurth  nnd  west  of  Eng- 
land, had  no  less  merited  ilmn  (hose  vrho  liad 
served  many  years  in  foreign  wars,  since  by 
suppressing  a tuest  niinaturnl  and  detestable 
rebellion,  they  bad  delivered  their  country  from 
its  most  dangerous  enemies.  But  though  the 
court  party,  instead  uf  about  130,361/.  to  which 
the  list  of  llaif-i’ay  for  1718  amoonted,  would 
have  been  couteutM  with  113,000/,  yet  a mo- 
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don  bsing  made,  and  tbe  quetdon  put,  Tl»t  die 
cbsirman  leave  the  cbair,  it  was  carried  in  (be 
affirmative,  by  186  voices  against  148. 

Jsin.34.  The  Hoosewent  intoagrandcom- 
miuee  t6  consider  farther  of  the  Supiily;  parti- 
cularly in  relation  to  Half-Pay;  and  Mr.  Hutche- 
son and  Mr.  Walpole  chiefly  insisted,  Tiiat  tbe 
Officers  of  tbe  13  regiments  reduced  in  Ireland, 
ought  to  have  been  placed  on  die  establishment 
of  that  kingdom. 

Tlie  Lord  Viscount  Broderick,  (lord  Chancel- 
lor for  Ireland),  endeavoured  to  justify  the 
ministry  there,  and  represented  how  hard  the 
case  ut  those  officers  weald  he,  if  they  were 
struck  off  tiie  English  establishment. 

Mr.  Walpole  replied,  That  it  was  matter  of 
sorprize,  that  nuend  had  been  put  to  die  session 
of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  witboat  making 
provision  for  the  said  officers. 

After  this,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  off  the  List 
of  Ilulf-Pay  all  the  minors  under  16 ; several 
Warrant  Officers,  the  officers  of  the  13  regi- 
ments  reduced  in  Ireland,  and  the  chaploinsuot 
provided  for.  Notwithstanding  which,  the 
courtiers  still  demanded  115,000f.  for  tbe  List 
of  Ualf-Pay ; but  the  farther  consideration  of 
that  matter  was  put  off  to  tbe  next  day. 

Jan.  35.  Tbe  Commons  went  again  into  a 
committee  of  the  vrhole  House  on  tlie  Supply, 
and  the  courtiers  renewed  the  demead  of 
115,000i.  for  (be  List  of  Half-Pay.  On  the' 
other  hand,  the  opposite  party  were  forreduciog 
that  sum  to  80,0001  But  Mr.  Walpole  having 
proposed  04,0001  the  same  was  readily  accepted 
on  hoih  sides. 

Then  Mr.  Freeman  moved,  “ That  the  va- 
cancies in  the  Guards  should  be  supplied  by 
Half-Pay  Officers Bot  tbe  question  being  put 
thereupon,  it  wak  cairicd  in  tbe  negative  by  164 
voices  against  156. 

Mr.  Fairer  immediately  reported  to  the 
House,  “ That  (be  coinmitiee  bad  directed 
him  to  move,  and  it  was  accordingly  resolved. 
That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  that  all  vacancies  which  shall  happen 
in  the  troops  upon  the  British  establishment, 
be  supplied  by  Half-Pay  Officers,  or  Officers 
reduced,  in  Great  Britain,  of  tbe  same  rank, ' 
except  in  tbe  liorsc  and  fcot-guords,  and  horse- 
grenadiers.” 

The  King ’s  Message  en  being  chosen  Governor 
^ the  South  Sia  Company.^  February  1.  Mr. 
Comptroller  acquainted  the  Commons,  That  he 
liad  a Message  to  this  House,  signed  by  bis  Ma- 
jesty; and  he  presented  tbe  same  to  tbeHuuse, 
as  follows: 

“ G.  R. 

“ His  Majesty  having  received  a very  dutiful 
Address  from  Inc  South  Sea  Company,  That 
be  wiiuld  he  graciously  pleased  to  permit  him- 
self to  be  elected  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
pany; and  bis  Majesty  being  willing  to  cond^ 
scend  thereto,  recoaimeods  it  to  this  House,  to 
consider  of  proper  methods  to  remove  anydiffi- 
culties  that  may  arise  on  that  occasion.”  I 

Hereupoiiilc  wm  . srdffedk'  That  ibaveibpil 
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E'ren  to  bring  in  a ‘Bill  toen^le  his  Majesty  to 
Governorof  the  South  Sea.Company Which 
bill  was  accordingly  immediately  brought  in, 
read  twice,  engrossed,  read  the  third  time, 
pasted,  and  sent  to  the  Lords;  who,  the  same 
day,  read  it  tlirce  times,  and  concurred  io  it 
without  any  amendment.  On  tbe  following  day, 
his  Majesty  came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and 
gave  his  assent  to  the  said  Bill.* 

Sebale  in  the  Commons  oa  the  Mutiny  BiU.] 
Feb.  4,  The  Commons  put  off  the  call  of  tbeir 
House  till  that  day  sennight,  and  the  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  it- 
self into  a Grand  Committee,  upon  the  ‘Bill 
‘ for  regulating  tbe  Forces  to  be  continued  in  his 
‘ ninjesty's  service,  and  for  tbe  payment  of  the 
‘ said  Forces,  and  their  quarters,  and  for  pu- 
‘ nishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion  The  Serjeant 
at  Aims  was  ordered  to  go  with  the  mace  into 
Westminster-hall  and  courts  tlicre,  and  court 
of  request,  and  other  places  adjacent,  and 
snmmim  the  members  there  to  attend  tbe  ser- 
vice of  tlie  House ; and  he  went  accordingly : 
and  being  returned,  it  was  ordered,  “ That  it 
be  an  insiructiou  to  the  sakt  Committee  of  tbe 
whole  House,  That  they  have  power  to  receive 
a Clause,  to  cake  away  unreasonable  protec- 
lious  of  soldiers  from  their  just  creditors,  and 
also  CO  prevent  unjust  or  fraudulent  arrests 
upon  tbem.”  Then  the  House,  which  was  more 
numerous  than  bad  been  known  for  many  years 
past,  resolved  itself  into  a grand  committee, 
of  which  Gyles  Erie,  esq.  was  chosen  chairman, 
a gentleman  of  bright  parts,  and  equally  well 
versed  in  civil  and  military  affairs.  After  the 
reading  of  the  Bill  in  question,  and  of  the  Arti- 
cles of  War, 

Mr.  Hutcheson  excepted  against  tbe  clause, 
enacting,  “ That  it  shall  be  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  Courts  Martial  to  punish  Mutiny  and 
Desertion  with  death;”  urging,  that  a Court 
Martial  was  never  allowed  of  in  Engbnd  in  a 
time  of  peace,  as  being  inconsistent  witli  the 
rights  and  liberties  oF  a free  people;  and 
moved,  “ That  the  offences  committed  by  the 
soldiery  be  cognizable  aud  punished  by  the 
civil  magistrate.” 

Sir  Wilbam  Thompson  answered  Mr.  Hutche- 
son, and  the  latter  was  seconded  by 

Mr.  Auditor  Harley,  who,  to  shew  the  danger 
of  a standing  nmiy,  governed  by  martial  law, 
quoted,  with  great  commendation,  a book  writ- 
ten some  years  ago  by  a noble  member  of  that 
House,  euiitJet!,  ‘ An  Account  of  Denmark.’ 
UereupuD 


* “ As  every  thing  is  influeuced  by  party  m 
England,  the  Whigsof  the  company  had  formed 
their  plan,  to  chuse  under  the  king  Mr.  Samuel 
Shepherd  and  sir  Theodore  Jansen : but  the 
Tories  laid  their  measoresso  well,  that  sir  James 
I Baleman,  one  of  that  party,  was  elected  sul^ 
' governor,  by  a majority  of  9^  against  600,  and 
, tlie  Whi^  were  forced  to  be  satisfied  with 
ehusing  Mr.  Shepherd  for  lieputy-eovernor. 

, „c-  1 , 
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Tlie  Lnr<l  'M.oUtworth,  the  author  of  that 
book,  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  this  was  not  a 
parallel  case;  that  the  present  posture  of  at- 
J^rs  in  Orcat-Britaio  was  vastly  different  from 
the  state  of  things  in  Denmark  aithat  junctnre; 
and  ihetthe  CominnDS  having  already  declared 
it  necessary  to  maintain  standing  forces,  it  was 
no  less  necessary  to  keep  those  forces  within 
the  faiiuiuls  of  diiiv  and  discipline,  by  the  ordi- 
nary rules  of  martial  law,  as  vras  ever  practised 
in  all  civilized  nations. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  having  backed  the 
lord  Molesworth, 

Mr.  Httngerford,  with  tiis  usual  jncular  way, 
sud,  be  remember^  a remarkable  passage  in 
the  History  of  the  Revolutions  in  Sw^en, 
which  was,  tliat  one  Bung,  n rich  buigber  or 
alderman  of  Stockboltn,  who  bad  much  con- 
tributed to  the  keeping  up  a standing  army, 
was  the  first  that  was  hanged  by  martial  law. 
General  Lumley,  and  some  others,  were  of  Mr. 
Hutcheson’s  opinion ; and,  on  the  otner  hand, 
rir  Joseph  Jekyli  was  for  beeping  up  the  innr- 
cial  Jaw,  at  least  a year  longer.  But  the  main 
brunt  of  ilie  dispute  fell  between  Mr.  Craggs,' 
Secretary  at  War,  and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
who  said  all  that  the  subject  could  bear,  on 
cither  side;  hut  who,  in  the  heat  of  argii- 
luent,  could  uot  forbear  lettine  drop  some  sharp 
reflections.  After  they  had  done  speaking, 
which  was  about  C o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
tome  other  members  made  speeches  for  nnd 
against rhe  mmion  in  agitation;  nnd  ns  Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Ducchy  had  hitherto  been 
silent,  the  court-party  looked  upon  the  success 
of  this  affair  as  very  doubtful.  But, 

Mr.  LeeJimfre  spoke  withhispsoal  eIo<iuence 
and  weight;  and,  among  other  particulars, cou- 
futed  what  Mr.  Wnipole  had  advanced,  That  a 
Court-Martial,  in  time  of  peace,  was  altogether 
unknown  in  Ei^land : shewing  to  the  con- 
trary, that  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  which  is 
allowed  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  of  war,  lias 
OB  equal  power  iii  relation  to  seamen,  with  a 
Court  Martini  iu  relation  to  soldiers. 

At  last,  nbout  eight  in  the  evening,  the  ques- 
tion being  put,  That  the  Clause  relating  to  the 
pnnlshmei)t  of  Mutiny  and  Desertion  should 
st.iiiil  as  exprcssc’d  in  the  Bill,  Uie  sime  vrns 
earned  in  the  atiiruiative  by  a majority  of  247 
gainst  229 ; so  that  there  were  47G  members 
in  the  House,  besides  three  'Whigs  nod  sis  or 
(even  Tories,  who  happened  to  beahutout  when 
the  question  was  put*. 

Teb.  12.  The  engrossed  Bill,  ‘ For  punishing 
‘ Mutiny  and  Desertion,’  &c.  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  question  beiug  put.  That  the 
said  Bill  do  pass,  it  was  enrried  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  186  voices  against  105  : This  great  ma- 


■*  “ TheAbbotdo  Bois  (the  French  minister) 
having  desired  to  he  an  ocular  witness  of  this 
^portaiit  debate,  he  was  admitted,  incognito, 
*etu  the  House  of  Commons;  a favour  which, 
that  day,  was  refused  to  several  British  peers.” 
Political  State.  „ , . „ _ 
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jority  was  ascribed  to  Mr.  Walpole’s  voting 
with  the  courtiers,  and  his  having  declared  to 
his  friends,  That  thougli  in  the  debate  about 
dlls  bill,  he  was  for  having  Mutiny  nnd  Deser- 
tion punished  by  tlie  civil  magistrate,  yet  he 
had  rather  those  crimes  should  be  punished  by 
martial  law,  than  not  punished  at  ail. 

Debate  in  the  iMrilt  on  the  Mutiny  Bill  ] 
Feb.  12.  An  engrossed  bill  from  the  Com- 
mons, for  punisliiiig  Mutiny  »ud  Desertion,  and 
for  the  better  payment  of  the  Army  and  their 
quarters,  being  read  the  first  lime. 

Lord  SSurthopc  said,  That  he  wislicJ  tJie  same 
might  be  tboruiighly  canvassed  and  examined 
in  a full  House;  for  he  was  not  like  some  per- 
sons that  changed  their  opinions  according  as 
they  were  in  or  out  of  place. 

The  Duke  ofArgyle  taking  this  reflection  to 
be  levelled  against  liim,  smartly  answered. 
That  for  his  own  part,  he  followed  the  ministry 
when  he  thought  they  were  in  the  right;  but 
went  a contrniy  way,  if  he  thought  they  went 
astray.  This  skirmish  being  over,  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  wns  put  off  till  the  Tuesday 
tbllowinc ; ao'l  the  next  day  it  was  resolved  to 
address  his  majesty,  that  the  Articles  of  War, 
and  other  Papers  relating  to  discipliueand  pay- 
ment ofthenrmy,  might  be  laid  befure  tliellouse. 

Feb.  18.  The  said  Bill  was,  according  to 
order,  read  a second  time,  in  a very  full  House; 
and  a mocinn  being  made,  That  the  Bill  be 
committed  ton  committee  of  the  whole  House ; 
the  same  occasioned  a great  debate. 

Tho  Earl  of  Oxford  spoke  first,  and  said. 
That  ns  long  as  be  bad  breath,  be  would  speak 
for  the  ribenies  of  the  country;  and  (hat  lie 
was  not  only  against  this  bill,  because  he 
thought  n martial  court  iiicmisistent  with  the 
viglils  and  privileges,  of  £nglishci.70,  but  also 
iicaiast  the  keeping  up  so  great  a number  of 
forces;  which  being  altogether  useless  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  could  not  but  raise  just 
apprehensions,  that  something  was  intended 
against  our  happy  and  ancient  constitution. 

The  Lord  Stanhope  answered,  That  the  na- 
tion has  the  happiness  to  be  governed  by  a 

Elnce,  who,  since  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
s couvincra  every  body,  that  he  desires  no 
more  troops  than  wliat  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  (he  safety  and  tranquillity  of  bis  dominions; 
that  whoever  will  impartially  consider  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  affairs,  must  own,  that 
the  number  of  troops  that  are  kept  on  foot  is 
very  small ; that  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the 
Pretender  has  a great  many  friends  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  who  watch  all  opportunities 
to  foment  and  take  advantage  of  our  intestiao 
divisions : that  OQ  the  other  hand  Great  Britain 
stands  guarantee  for  the  neutrality  of  Italy, 
which,  is  now  threatened  with  an  invasion ; and 
therefore  it  was  matter  of  prudence,  ns  well  as 
of  necessity,  to  keep  up  a competent  force,  both 
to  suppress  any  in8urrectii>n  at  home,  or  to  re- 
pel any  insult  from  abroad;  and  to  make  good 
our  engagements  for  maincaining  Che  repose  of 
i.Eqr^pe.,,  I^nppp,.  . „„ 
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The  Earl  of  Strafford  «aid,  lie  »«5  Bur- 1 
prized  to  bear  that  so  great  a rainitter  as  the  ' 
lord  nbo  spoke  last,  tras  not  better  accjuniiued  , 
Mrith  Bome  matters  uf  fact ; but  tliat  be  ibouglit 
iumself  obliged  to  inform  the  House,  that  by 
the  Treaty  concluded  and  signed  at  Utreciit  in 
Slarcb  1713,  between  the  ministers  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  the  late  queen,  of  glorioas 
zasmory,  was  guarantee  for  the  neutrality  of 
Italy,  and  the  islands  in  the  Mediterranean, 
only  during  the  CTacoation  of  Catalonin,  and 
till  the  conclusion  of  a general  peace:  for  the 
truth  of  nhich,  bis  loraship  appealed  to  bis 
colleague  in  that  negotiation,  the  lord  bishop 
ofLoudon.  He  ndded,  That  since  that  time, 
the  state  uf  things  was  quite  altered,  and  those 
m the  ministry  could  best  tell,  wliat  engage- 
ments bad  been  entered  into,  either  with  the 
emperor  or  France.  Hereupon, 

The  Lord  iforlh  and  Grey  said.  It  were  ne- 
cessary to  know  tiic  contents  of  those  new 
Treaties,  and  therefore  moved  to  address  hie 
majesty,  that  (lie  same  might  be  laid  before  the 
House. — Which  address  wasagrecd  to,  but  iras 
never  presented. 

The  Duke  of  Argyll,  who  backed  the  enrl  of 
Oxford,  said,  among  ocher  things,  That  besides 
the  1C,000  and  odd  men  of  regular  troops,  there 
was  another  considerable  body  maintained 
under  the  denomination  of  Invalids,  and  chat 
they  ought  to  inquire  into  their  numbers,  and 
sdiere  they  were  quartered.  To  which 

Lord  Cadogun  answered,  He  knew  of  no  in- 
valids buisuclias  were  in  Chelsea  College,  or 
is- the  neiglihourhood. 

AlUr  this,  upon  a motion  of  the  duke  of 
Buckinglmio,  that  the  Bill  he  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  the  Hiursday 
next ; It  was  carried  without  dividing. 

Accordingly,  un  tliat  day  the  order  of  the 
day  was  read,  for  the  House  tu  go  into  a Com- 
mitcee  of  die  whole  House  upon  tlie  said  Bill, 
but  the  npposers  nt  the  Bill  being  apprehensive 
that  the  court  party  were  stron'^r  in  voices, 
and  weaker  in  Proxies,  (wtucli  are  allowed 
nnly  in  a House)  endeavoured  to  stave  off  the 
Bill  before  it  went  into  a oummiitee.  In  order 
thereto  the  lord  Trevor  moved,  Tbnt  u bo  an 
iustruction  to  the  Committee  nf  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  the  said  Bill  was  cnmndiied, 
Tluit  they  do  provide,  that  bo  punishment  sliall 
be  inSicced  at  any  court  martial,  which  shall 
extend  to  life  or  limb.  Lord  I’revor  was  an- 
swered by  the  lord  Stanhope,  'Ibut  sudi  a 
clause  would  render  the  BiUineirectoal,  banish 
all  manner  of  discipline  Irom  the  army,  and 
cousequendy  render  it  cniirelv  useless.  There- 
upon there  arose  a warm  deLute,  which  lasted 
from  two  till  seven  in  ibe  evening;  in  which 
Intd  Trevor,  lord  Bindey,  earl  of  Anglesea, 
duke  of  Argyle,  earl  Poulet,  lord  North  and 
Grey,  duke  of  Buckinghtun,  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley,  lord  Harcourt,lord  Towiisbend,  earl  of 
Abingdon,  and  earl  oflloy  spoke  gainst  the 
Bill;  lord  Stanhope,  earl  of  Sunderlund,  lord 
Onslow,  du]tp.  o(,  Pfeffca^tlei  tard  ^pmn|7by.| 
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lurd  Cowper,  lord  Codogan,  and  lord  Carteret 
for  it. 

The  Earl  oi  AngUtea  endeavoured  to  shew 
That  so  numerous  o force  as  wu  allowed  by 
this  Bill  to  he  niaintauied  in  time  of  peace 
was  not  only  dangerous  iuicsell'co*  treena. 
tion,  but  was  yet  .rendered  more  dangerous,  Iw 
their  being  governed  by  martial  law,  ii  law  hq*. 
known  to  our  txnistitution,  destructive  of  our 
liberties,  and  not  endured  by  our  ancestors. 
His  lordship  was  answered  by 

Tlic  Earl  of  Sunderland,  who  urged,  That 
amoog  the  ancient  Romans,  the  wisest  people 
in  the  world,  and  tiie  greatest  lovers  and  as- 
seriors  of  public  libmy,  martial  laws  and  dis- 
cipliue  were  invigorated  by  deaees  uf  the  senate, 
and  were  in  force  in  times  of  peace  os  well  at 
in  times  of  war. 

Tlie  Duke  of  jlrgyie  replied,  Hint  i(  was 
mucb  better  to  attend  domestic  than  fure^ 
examples;  aod  then  shewed  by  several  instances, 
drawn  from  tlie  history  of  Great  Britain,  tliat 
a standing  atmy  in  the  time  of  peace  was  ever 
fatal,  eiclier  (o  the  prince,  ur  to  the  nation. 

The  Lord  Onsfoir  said  thereupon,  ITiat  those 
who  are  vested  witli  cheJegistecive  power  ought 
not,  on  all  occasioov,  to  govern  thenisvives  by 
precedents,  hut  rather  hy  the  present  siluatiou 
of  niTaits,  because  it  is  very  dilEcult  to  lind  ei- 
ampics  perfectly  agreeing  nilli  the  various  cir- 
cumstances of  limes;  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
number  of  troops  which  the  Commons  lud 
thought  fit  to  keep  srnoding,  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  tlie  security  and  safety  both  <u 
the  government  and  nation;  aod  tlicrcti|>on  it 
was  no  less  necessary  to  make  a law,  to  keep 
time  army  within  the  rules  nf  duty  and  disci- 
pline, unless  they  would  render  useless  those 
very  forces  nliicb  must  be  owned  to  be  ntccs- 
vary. 

iTieEarl  Pmilet  enforced  what  had  olready 
hgeu  suggested,  about  the  daniter  of  a siaadiog 
army  made  subject  tniuaniRl  law. 

Tnc  Duke  or  Newcastle  maintained  on  the 
romrary,  TTiat  die  forces  now  on  foot  were 
necessary  bulb  for  the  support  of  the  giwent- 
meiic,  mid  the  protection  of  nut  allies;  ihit 
their  lordships  nught  to  considrr,  thnt  ivlien  the 
late  Kebellion  broke  out,  we  had  double  the 
number  of  regular  troops,  and  yet  the  govern- 
ment was  obliged,  nut  only  in  send  for  some 
regiments  from  Irelmid,  but  also  for  a body 
of  auxiliary  troops  fnim  Ilollaud ; and  that 
since  the  suid  forces  were  necessary,  the  bill  in 
question,  wlueh  wn»  only  to  render  them  use- 
ful, was  no  less  necessary. 

The  Lord  iVor<A  anil  ilrey  said,  That  before 
the  noble  peer  whu  spoke  Iasi  wus  boro,  he  had 
seen  the  time,  when  Oie  nation  was  in  danger  of 
: losinz  their  liberties  hy  a Standing  Army ; and 
' then  his  lordship  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  the 
' power  of  life  and  death,  which  by  this  hill  w"* 
given  to  a court  marliDl,  was  unnecessary,  u'** 
usual,  and  unjust.— -It  being  then  about  hve  m 
the  evening, 

The  Dulce  of  Buckingham  told  their  lo™' 
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bad  hem  speoc  to  lillie  purpose : for,  if  Uieir 
lordships  woultl  enter  regulurij  upon  tfie  merits 
oftfiis  bill,  the;  ought  tu  be  lo  a coinmitcee, 
vliete  ever;  lord  would  liave  an  oppurtumtv  to 
tpeak  as  often  as  he  thought  lit.  Nutnilli- 
ttasdiiig  this,  the  debate  still  continued,  nnri 

Tbel^rd  Harcourt  urged,  Tiuuihu  parlin* 
meiit,  which  is  the  cepreseolucive  of  the  whole 
oatiuu,  were  ever  extreme  jealous  ef  the  legie- 
lalire  power,  with  nhicli  iho;  are  vested ; and 
that  the  Lords,  in  a particiiiar  manner,  ooglit  to 
be  tender  ufit,  bcctfuse  it  is  u branch  ul'  llieir 
premgniive  to  be  the  supretne  court  of  judica- 
ture; but  that  bv  ibis  bill,  whereby  the  hbg 
was  enabled  to  establish  courts  martini,  with 
puwer  to  try  and  determine  any  offences  spe- 
cihed  ia  the  Ariicles  of  War,  the  parliament 
vested  a sole  legislative  power  in  the  crown, 
which  wus  communicated  and  delegated  to  a 
council  of  war : That  this  bill  sets  aside  all 
oilier  laws,  both  civil  aud  ecderiastical,  in  re- 
lation to  the  soldiery  ; and  gives  courts  martial 
a liugerjurisdiciion  than  seemed  necessary  fur 
niaiiitainiiig  discipline  io  the  army,  such  juris- 
diedon  estendiiig  not  only  to  mutiny,  desertiun, 
and  breach  of  duty,  hut  also  to  nil  immoralities, 
and  nihei  offences,  which  might  be  committed 
by  any  ofBcer  or  soldier,  towards  any  of  his 
fellow  subjects,  whereby  the  hiw  of  the  laud 
alight  either  be  obstructed  or  superseded  by  a 
court  martial ; t1int  the  officers  constituting  a 
court  martial  did,  at  once,  supply  the  place  of 
judges  and  jurvmen,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
upon  their  »atu,  upon  their  trying  any  offence 
whatsoever ; whereas  it  b provided  by  this 
bill,  that  (hey  shall  be  sworn  upon  tlieir  trying 
such  offeocee  only  as  are  punishable  by  death. 
Tliat  martini  courts  assume  Co  cliemselves  an  ar* 
biirary  and  unprecedented  authority,  of  which 
diey  had  a fresh  remarkable  instance,  an  en- 
sign  of  the  guards  having  been  sentenced  to 
death  without  being  beard,  which  was  costrary 
to  Magna  Cbarca,  and  to  the  birtli-righta  and 
privileges  of  Englislimen  ; nud  therefore  they 
ought  CO  restrain  so  dangerous  a power. 

The  lord  Uarcourt  was  supported  by  lord 
viscount  Townafaend,  but  was  opposed  by  the 
lord  Coniiigsby. 

Lord  Cmper  said,  Tlmt  lie  bad  maturely 
considered  die  affair  now  in  agiutioii,  doc  as  u 
per»n  in  a public  station,  but  as  a private, un- 
pr^udiced  mao  ; and  that  he  was  convinced 
in  judgment  nud  conscienoe,  that  it  is  nec^snry 
Mb  fur  the  support  of  the  present  happy  esta- 
oliihment,  and  the  security  of  the  nation,  to 
keep  up  die  forces  now  on  foot : and  that  be 
Was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by  considering 
what  tbougbta  the  Pretender  and  his  fririids 
bad  of  this  matter,  and  rcQectine,  timt  they 
Me  nothing  more  at  heart,  thun  to  procure  the 
dttbanding  of  those  forces  that  have  suppressed 
lilt:  lace  unnatural  Rebellion:  that  be  doubted 
cot  but  die  whole  nobility  that  made  up  that ' 
' *ogust  assembly,  was  uiviolubly  attached  to  his  : 
®ajesty  king  George;  that  his  majesty  had  | 
^ the  best  port  of  the  landed,  and  all  Che  I 
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woultl  say  nothing but  tliac  it  was  nnto- 

rious,  that  the  nmjarily  of  the  populace  had 
been  poisoned,  and  that  the  pnlsoii  wus  not  yet 
riaite  expelled:  chat  the  dangers  which  seemed 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  present  army,  may 
heciiimerical,  or,  at  least,  easily  remedied  in 
uiiy  subsequent  session  of  pacliameot ; whereas 
the  dangers  with  which  (be  oatioii  is  threatened 
I'rum  (he  Pretender  and  bis  friends,  in  case 
there  were  no  army  to  oppose  them,  are  real, 
nnil  the  mbchicfs  that  might  easuc,  upon  (he 
success  of  their  designs,  irreparable : that  if 
there  hail  been  such  a standiog  force  as  we  novr 
have,  timely  to  suppress  the  Tumults  and  liiots 
which  wore  raised  soon  after  his  majesty’s  ac> 
cession  to  die  throne,  in  all  probability  there 
hud  been  no  open  rebellion ; (hat,  on  the  ocher 
biuid,  if  there  had  not  been  troops  ready  at 
hand  to  assist  the  civil  power,  in  suppressing 
the  late  riotous  assemblies  of  the  Wotri-Cumbers 
and  Weavers,  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Somerset,  there  had,  ^ this  lime,  beeu  aootlier 
rcbcUioii : I'hnt  the  mentioning  Magna  Charts 
was,  in  his  opinion,  entirely  foreign  to  (be  pre- 
sent debate:  that  the  thing  now  in  questioo, 
and  (hat  wbereio  they  were  immediately  con- 
cerned, was  to  secure  and  support  the  govern- 
ment aod  the  Protestant  Saccession  against 
vigilant,  bold,  and  restless  enemies  ; and  that 
they  had  the  more  reason  to  be  upon  their 
guard,  ia  that  the  trumpeters  of  seditioii  and 
rebellion  had  again  forcibly  intruded  into 
veral  pulpits  in  .Scotland. 

The  Earl  of  Abiagdon  answered  this  Speech, 
and  the  lord  Cadi^an  having  spoken  on  the 
contrary  side,  the  earl  of  liny,  with  great  elo- 
quence aod  suiidity,  supported  the  lora  I'revor's 
motion,  and  endeavoured  to  shew,  That  a 
Standing  Army  in  lime  of  peace,  weald  rather 
iucreose  than  lessen  the  enemies  of  the  govem- 
raeot.  Tlie  lord  Carteret  replied  to  him  with 
great  vivacity:  alter  which  the  question  was 
I put  ujinn  the  said  motion,  and  carried  in  thu 

N^ot  Content  - 76  Content  - S3 

Proxies  - - 15—51  Proxies  - 25—77 

Proleil  onrejcciing  a Clauu  _for  proniiling, 
Thai  n»  Punithnent,  by  a Court  Martial,  thaU 
extend  to  lAfe  or  Umi]  Hereupon  the  fol- 
iowing PrnicsC  was  entered. 

“ Dissenlieni’. 

1.  " Bocausc  the  exercise  of  martial  law,  id 
time  of  peace,  with  such  power  ns  is  giren  by 
this  hill,  CO  indict  punishments  extending  to 
Life  Olid  Limb,  was  not  in  the  line  year  of  this 
reign,  nor  bath  in  nay  former  reign  been  al- 
lowed within  this  kingdom  by  consent  of  pais 
tiamenc,  but  hub,  upou  many  attempts  niodo 
CO  introduce  such  a uower,  been  opposed  and 
condemned  by  parlinmenr,  ns  repugnant  to 
Magna  Chsrui,  and.  inconsistent  with  the  fun- 
damental rights  and  liberties  of  a free  people. 

S.  " Becaose,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryswick, 
and  that  of  Utrecht,  in  the  several  reigns  of 
king  William  nod  qneen  Anne,  of  glorious  and 
power  was 
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I^re&  to  any  coiirt-maniitl ; and  it  is  well 
knoiro,  that  (.Sc  Ibrces  (hen  continced  on  loot 
were  knc  in  exact  disripline  and  order. 

3.  **  UecDuecit  is  not  ascertained,  either  b; 
this  Bill,  or  by  any  other  known  law  or  rule, 
what  words  or  facts  arooiiiit  to  Mutiny  nr  Dc> 
aeition,  or  In  an  excidag,  causing  or  joining  in 
niutiay;  nnd  eonsequendy  the  Judges  in  a 
court-martial  have  it  in  their  power  to  declare 
trbat  ivords  or  facts  they  think  fit  to  b«  mutiny 
or'dcsertioii,  and  to  take  away  the  life  of  any 
ofneer  or  soldier,  by  such  an  arbitmrv  decision. 

4.  “ Because,  should  death  he  cltought  the 
proper  punubmait,  in  time  of  peace,  for  tnu- 
tinyor  desertion,  or  even  for  the  least  disobe- 
dience to  any  lawful  command,  yet,  as  we  con- 
ceive, the  natureofsoeb  ounces  onghc  first  to 
have  been  ascertained  by  this  bill,  and  rbe  said 
oflenccs  being  declared  capital,  the  trial  tliereof 
ooghl  to  have  been  left  to  the  ordinary  coarse, 
of  law  ; in  consequeuce  whereof,  the  officers 
and  soldiers  would,  npon  pucb  trials,  have  been 
intitled  to  all  those  valuable  privileges  which 
are  the  birth-right  of  every  Briton ; nor  doth  it 
appear  to  ns,  that  any  incunvenieace  coold 
thereby  have  arisen  to  the  public  in  time  of 
peace,  at  least,  not  any  such  as  edn  justify  our 
depriving  the  soldiery  of  those  legal  rights, 
whidi  belong  to  tlie  meanest  of  their  fellow 
subjects,  and  even  to  the  vilest  of  malefactors. 
W.  £bor‘,  Willoughby  de  Broke,  Rutland, 
Masham,  Harcourt,  Biiigiey,  Fr.  UolTea', 
Greenwich,  Abingdon,  Castleioo,  Devonshire, 
Hay,  Berkdey  of  Stratton,  Geo.  Bristol,  Deio- 
raiae,  Brisco),  Lumley,  Dartmonth,  P.  Here- 
ford, Weston,  Oxford,  Northampton,  Job.  Lon- 
don, Poulet,  Scarsdale,  Gower,  Boyle,  Comp- 
ton, Belhaven,  Tadcaster,  Bute,  Trevor,  Foley, 
IVIansell,  Fr.  Cesiriens’,  Straffiird,  Townshend, 
AIcmijoy,Guildford,  Bathurst,  North  and  Grey." 

ProtNt  against  r^ccling  a Cfaiuc  to  secure 
the  Obedience  of  the  Offeen,  Ijc.  to  the  Civil 
Magistrate."]  Then  a motion  being  made,  and 
tlie  i)uestion  put.  That  it  be  an  instmetioo  to 
the  said  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  that 
they  do  make  an  eSectual  provision  Co  secure 
the  Obedience  both  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers, 
to  be  continued  by  this  Bill,  to  the  civil  magis- 
trate according  to  law,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
negative,  by  83  against  77,  viz. 

Content  • 53  NotConteuC  - 73 

Proxies  - 24—77  Proxies  - - IS— 88 
“ Dissentient’.  I 

}.  “ Because  no  provision  whatsoever  is 
made  W this  BUI,  fisr  securing  the  Obedience 
of  Che  Military  to  the  Civil  Power,  on  which 
the  preservation  of  our  eonsiituciou  depends.  i 

2.  “ Beeause,  we  conceive,  that  a great  , 
number  of  armed  men  governed  by  Martial- 
Haw,  as  they  hare  it  in  tlicir  pow^,  so  are  nn- 
turallv  inclined,  uot  only  to  disobey,  but  to  in- 
lulc  the  authority  of  thedvil  tn^istrate;  and 
we  are  confirms  in  (his  opinion,  as  well  by 
the  eiperieoce  of  what  hath  happenod  hero  at 
home,  M by  the  histories  of  all  ages  aud  na- 
rioiis;  fnim,yr.l^  tbac,  ]v^e|fo-. 
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ever  an  effectual  provision  bath  uoi  been  made, 
to  secure  Uie  ubmeiice  of  the  sold  tors  to  the 
laws  of  their  country,  the  uiitiury  hath  coo- 
scamly  subrertod  aud  swallowed  up  tlie  civil 
power.  W,  Ebor',  Willougliby  de  Broke,  Bel- 
iiaveo,  Bute,  Brutol,  Castietuii.  Bingley,  Fe. 
ley,  Mansell,  Guildford,  Job,  Loudon,  ^ars- 
ilale,  Dartiunutli,  Bathurst,  Det  uuihtre,  Fr. 
Roffeli’,  Fr.  Cestrieiis',  Masbaiu,  Lundey, 
Abingdon,  Harcourt,  Oxrard,  Gieenwicb,  Rut- 
land, Weston,  Straffiird,  Tadcaslcr,  North  and 
Grey,  Compton,  Geo.  Bristol,  Delaraiue, 
Tuwushend^Moii^oy,  Gover,  Berkeley  ofSlrai- 
too,  Northampton,  Hay,  Pmdet,  Trevor,  P. 
Hereibtd." 

February  21.  The  Lords  being  in  a grand 
committee,  those  who  opposed  the  Mutiny- 
Bill  began  with  raising  objections  against  the, 
preiioible  of  it,  which  suggests,  “ Tfiac  the 
nuiiiber  of  lfi,317  men  is  necessary  i”  urgiuj^ 
They  did  not  know  from  whence  thiit  necessity 
should  arise,  the  kingdom  being  now  in  full 
peace,  witbout  any  just  apprehension,  either  of 
insurrections  at  home,  or  mvasiuns  from 
abroad  ; and  thereupon  it  was  moved,  “ That 
tlio  said  number  of  1G.S47  men,  be  reduced  to 
12,000."  Hereupon,  there  was  a great  debate, 
that  lasted  till  about  six  in  the  evening,  in 
which  the  earl  of  Oxford,  lord  Trevor,  lord 
Harcourt,  earl  of  Abingdon,  earl  of  Hay,  duke 
of  Buckinghnui,  lord  Bathnrst,  lord  North  and 
Grey,  and  the  lord  bishop  of  Hereford  spoke 
against  the  bill ; the  earl  of  Sunderland,  lord 
Slajihope,  lord  Cowper,  lord  Cad^an,  lord 
Parker,  duke  ofRoxburgb,  uud  lord  Cooingsby 
for  ft. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  endeavoured  to  shew, 
That  the  keeping  up  a standing  army  in  time 
of  peace  WHS  not  the  wav. to  gain  the  hearts, 
but  rather  to  increase  tne  disafiection  of  lh« 
people;  and  chat  all  good  and  ivisc  princes 
had  ever  chosen  to  depend,  rather  on  the  af- 
fections of  their  subjects,  than  on  a military 
force.  This  bis  lordship  illustrated  by  severu 
instances  out  of  our  En^ish  history,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, by  the  fresh  examples  of'che  lato  king  j 
VVilliaiu  and  queen  Anne ; addiog,  That  none  i 
but  bad  and  corrupt  ministers  have  need  of  1 
traups  to  inainCftin  their  authority  and  nawat* 
rantable  proceedings. 

Lord  Stanhope  thereupon  spoke  in  vindica- 
tioD  of  the  present  Btlministration,  and, 
the  posture  ofaffffirs,  both  at  bnmeanil  abroad, 
shewed  the  necessity  of  maiotaining  a gre.tiu 
force  than  in  former  times.  It  being  suggested, 
on  this  occasion.  That  it  was  hoped  no  luv- 
nister  would  advise  the  king  to  enter  into  a wtf, 
lord  Slouhope  readily  replied,  That  be  aosdd 
be  tlie  first  chit  should  advise  liim  to  it,  if 
cbought  the  honourofthe  crowa  conceroed  tn 
it.  Upon  this 

Tbe  lordBelAurst  said,  lie  was  surpri^d  is 
hear  such  an  expression  from  a psrsoa  in  h” 
lordship’s slatioi),  whose  priucipal  care  sue, 
would  think,  should  be  rather  to  disdiai^s^ 
grea^  ,t^tfrfh^.,whic^t  jbefq,,jeft 
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natioQ  by  the  two  lest  wars,  liioji  tn  inrolre  it 
fa  a new  ODa,  which  can  Iwrdly  be  maintained 
witiinut  making  uw  of  tbc  hind*,  tlukl  hnve 
been  npprcpriniud  for  the  paymout  of  old 
(iebii. 

Lird  CidogBit  ka\'i«g  represented,  Tint  if 
the  army  wns  reilueed  to  14,000  men,  it  nere 
iaponililc  upon  any  emergency,  to  nsseaibie  i» 
body  of -1,000  men  in  nay  part  of  Great  Britain, 
besides  I-ondoD,  Without  leaviog  the  sen  ports, 
and  other  important  posts,  unguarded. 

Lord  Camper  took  occasion  to  snisgest.  That 
they  ought  not  to  retrench  the  -1,0U0  men  wlio 

Hereupon,  the  question  being  put,  WItether 
the  words  ‘ shiteen  thousand’  shoulrl  stand  port 
ofebe  clause  of  the  preamble,  it  was  reioired 
in  the  itflirmaiiTe,  by  73  voices  against  50. 
After  this  it  being  moved,  aud  the  question 
put,  Tbnc  die  House  be  oow  resumed,  it  was 
resolved  in  die  n^atire,  by  74  voices  against 
48;  and  tlicn  Iheir  lordships  proceeded  to  die 
clause,  wltercby  mutiny  and  dcserlita  nre 
made  punishable  by  death;  anrt  the  question 
heiog  put,  whether  the  words,  ‘ deitii  or', 
should  stand  part  of  tlie  s.-ud  dnas»;  it  was 
resolved  in  the  athrmative  without  dividing. 

Tbe  next  day  the  Lords  went  sgnia  into  a 
Commiueeon  the  Mudny  Bill;  and  it 
was  proposed,  That  in  tbe  clause,  which 
obliges  Judges  of  a court  martini  to  take  au 
salti,  when  they  try  crimicals  for  such  crimes 
as  may  extend  to  death,  (u  insert  after  ‘ death’ 
the  words  ‘ or  otherwise.’  But  the  question 
being  put  whether  tbuM  words  should  beadderl, 
k WAS  carried  iu  tbs  negative,  by  68  voices 
tgiiiiitdS.  After  this  it  was  propcoed  u>  leave 
out  the  clause,  which  enable  liis  majesty  to 
constitute  nud  setde  Articles  of  War  ; and  the 
question  being  put,  wlietbur  that  clause  should 
Uandpurt  ul'die  bill  ; (c  tvus  resolved  in  the 
llfinDfttivc  byliUvuices  n^instSO. 

Lord  Stanhope  liariiig  suKcsicd,  Tliat  all 
the  abjections  raised  against  uiis  bill  uruaunCed 
tu  no  more  thau  bare  suppositions  of  chime* 
ncsl  dangers  ; nod  clefel  any  body  to  charge 
t)w  administration  with  any  ihia|  timt  might 
girejnst  ground  ofappreheusion  lor  the  liber- 
ties of  iha  people : Adding,  that  if  tbe  govern* 
neat  be  now  abtiged  to  keep  a greater  num-  ' 
her  of  forces  than  formerly,  it  is  partly  owing  ' 
tu  the  sii-jaiian  in  which'ihe  affairs  of  Europe  | 
have  been  loft  bv  the  iate  scandalous  peace. 

The  Eurl  i-f  Slraffurd  iliereupon  said,  lie  : 
cotdd  not  be  silent  while  a work  in  which  lie 
had  so  great  n share  was  so  opeuly  tiUoekcd  ; 
but  that  tiic  peace  which  some  nre  pleased  to 
tall  scundalaiis,  was  approved  by  three  sue- 
Mssive  parliaments,  and,  in  particular,  by 
tome  peers  uow  in  plitce : llint  lie  would 
venture  to  affirm,  that  Ais  very  ponce  had  left 
theadiureof  Burupe  in  a better  posture  than 
^y  seem  to  lie  in  ni  present,  at  least  with  rcs- 
u>  Great  BritBiii ; that  notwitlistamiiog 
great  odvaauiges  ivhicli  some  boast  to  have 
obtained  by  the  late  treaties,  Urey  have  yet 
moi^  the  waj  Jose  ogr  to  Sv^ea  : 


to  endanger  that  to  ftpain  and  Italy:  .tnd  to 
keep  a standing  army  in  fnil peace;  biit,ihai 
time  will  shew  wlieitier  three  successive  par- 
liamenis  witl  approve  tliese  rneasurei,  as  well 
ns  the  peace  wliidi  is  called  infaniinis.  At  llie 
same  tune,  hk  lordship  animadrerted  on  the 
Inte  proclamation,  for  sllowiug  tlie  impurtatloa 
of  Swellisb  iron  from  nil  plates  other  than  Ao 
domipions  of  the  king  of  Sweden ; which  wus, 
in  effect,  he  said,  uo  more  than  to  appoint  the 
Dutch  to  be  our  factors  for  Swedish  iron. 

Tovwinls  seven  in  tlie  cveiiio&  tbe  House 
was  resumed,  nod  the  earl  of  Clarendon  re- 
purced,  That  the  Committee  had  gone  through 
tbnBili  wiiliout  ameodoient  ; upon  which  it 
was  ordered.  That  the  said  Bill  be  read  a third 
time  on  the  31th,  and  Ae  Lords  to  bu  sum- 
moned. 

Profejf  agamt  patting  the  JUntiny  Bill.'] 
Accordingly,  on  die  3«iti  ib«  said  Bill  was 
read  a third  time,  ami  the  lord  North  and  Grey 
made  a summary  recapiinlaiioii  of  tlu:  objec- 
tions raised  i^aiiistit;  but  Ae  questiun  being 
put.  That  this  Bill  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  tli« 
alSmintire. 

Content  -67  Not  Content  - 40 
Proxies  - 81—88  Proxies  - - 21—61 
“ Dissentient” 

“1.  Because  the  number  of  16,347  men  is 
declared  necessary  by.  this  bill:  butit  is  not 
therein  declared,  nor  ore  we  able  <my  way  to 
satisfy  ourselves,  from  whence  Uiat  necessity 
. should  arise,  the  kingdom  buiiig  now  (God  be 
praised)  in  fall  peace  withtnit  any  just  appre- 
hensions, riAer  of  insurrections  at  home,  oc 
invasions  frum  abroad.  ' 

“ S.  Because  so  iinm^rnns  a force  is  near 
! double  to  what  hath  ever  been  allowed  uitliiii 
tlii*  kingdom,  by  authority  of  parliament,  in 
times  or  public  tranquillity ; and  being  as  tva 
' conceive*  no  ways  necessa^  to  support,  nay, 
we  fear  endanger  oar  constitutioii,  which  has 
never  yet  been  entirely  subverted  but  by  a 
standing  army. 

' “ 3.  Because  tlie  charge  of  keying  up  so 

great  a force,  ought  not  uncecessarily  to  belaid 
on  the  nation,  nlrendy  over-biinhened  witli 
heavy  debts;  and  this  charge  we  oinceive  to 
be  still  more  uunecessarilr  lucreateil,  by  Ae 

St  number  of  officers  no'tv  kept  on  Ae  estn- 
unent  in  time  of  peace;  a numlier'fnr 
greater  (in  prop^riioo  (0  AaC  of  the  soldiers 
cummaitded  by  them]  than  liatli  ever  yet  been 
thought  requisite  in  times  of  actual -war. 

“ 4.  Because  sneh.  a ouuibcr  of  soldiers,  dis- 
persed in  qaorters  cliroiighout  the  kingdom,  inaj 
occasion  great  hardships,  and  became  very 
grievous  A the  people ; and  thereby  cause  or 
increase  their  dfsafieciiou,  and  will,  |-robahly, 
ruin  mauy  of  his  majesty's  pnud  lulyecis  on 
wlinm  they  shall  be  quartered,  nnd  who  hats 
been  already  by  that  means  greaily-rimjwve- 
rished. 

" 5.  Because  such  n ttnaiiitig  arm.r,  danger- 
ous in  itsdf  to  a free  people  in  time  of  peace. 
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hy  tbcir  bcio^  mode  sul>iec(  to  M>irii-il  Law  ; 

A laiv  uukiiowii  10  our  tdinuiuciuii.desirurtivc 
oi'uur  liti'eriitb,  HOC  eiidureil  b;  uur  miceitun, 
itiid  never  lueiiciuiiod  in  ui>j  uf  our  tiiilum  but 
in  arJer  locoiideiuu  il. 

(}.  ItrcBUse  iliv  oUicers  and  vilJirrs  iliem- 
Selves,  (t.U9  bulijrcu’d  to  iiuuliul  l»w,  arc  tlicre- 
{•y,  liteir  fniil',  dauUcd  »( iiU  tliuse  ri^liii 
QhJ  (.ririlegta  vrilicli  render  the  peniile  of  tliii 
n'uliii  tlie  envy  of  all  oilier  mil luiia,  and  becuinc 
linhie  (u  SUCH  h.irdthipi  and  puuialmienU  as 
the  Iciiily  aiu)  initcy  id'  our  known  Utw»  utterly 
disallow;  and  nu  uaiiuut  but  tliiiik  those  per- 
suiit  best  prepared,  ami  must  easjlv  leuipUd  to 
strip  iiilieci  ut*  tUeic  riglits,  who  Lave  ulreaily 

“ 7.  Because  a mucti  lnr;;er  jurisdiction  is 
given  t‘i  courts-niariial,  by  (Iiis  Bill,  tliou,  to 
us,  -eems  necessury  for  tnaiiitainiog  discipliuu 
in  1 he  umiy,  sudi  JiiriiidlctiDn  extending  tint  ouly 
tn  mutiny,  d(>scrti<in,  breach  uf  duty  and  dis- 
olieilieiice  to  military  cannnaiuls,  but  also  toall 
Miiui'iraliiits,  and  every  instance  of  inisbe* 
imviuur.nliicliniay  be  cunmiiued  by  miy  officer 
or  soldier  tuwnrds  any  of  his  fellon-iul  jects; 
b^  wliich  means  the  law  of  the  litiid,  in  cases 
pruper  to  be  judged  by  that  nliine,  may,  by  the 
suimuary  meniud  of  proceedings  in  courcs-mnr* 
lial,  be  ubitructed  ur  superseded,  and  many 
grievous  oS'enccs  may  reuiuiii  unpunished. 

“ 8.  ilccousctbcufficerscuiistitutingacourt- 
martiul,  do  at  once  supply  the  place  uf  judges 
^nd  jury-meu,  and  ought  tltercfore,  as  we  con- 
ceive, to  besworii  upon  their  trying  BtiyufTeuce 
whiit-uevcr  ( :md  yet  it  is  provided  by  this  Bill, 
ihnt  such  ofneera  shall  be  sworn  upon  their  try- 
ing iucli  otfcaca  only  ns  arc  punishable  by 
deuih ; which  provision  we  apprehend  to  he  de- 
fective und  unwarrantable  by  tiny  precedeut, 
time  being  no  iuscance  witbin  our  knowleilge, 
wherein  the  judges  uf  any  court,  haviog  cog- 
nizance of  capital  ami  lesser  crimes,  are  under 
the  obiigocioii  of  an  oath  in  respect  ot'tlie  oae, 
and  out  of  the  utlier. 

“ P.  Becaase  tbe  Articles  of  War  thought 
iieoessory  to  securo  the  discipline  nf  the  army, 
ia  cases  uapruvided  fur  by  this  hill,  ouglil,  iii 
our  Qpioiou,  CO  hnve  been  inserted  therein,  iii 
like  niniiner,  ns  the  Articles  ami  Urders  for  re- 
guhitiiig  and  giiverning  the  navy  vrere  enacted 
in  the  ISth  year  of  king  Charles  the  ilnil,  to  il>e 
end,  that  due  consideratiun  in^jht  have  been 
had  by  parlimnent  uf  the  duty  eujuined  by  each 
article  to  tbe  soldiers,  and  of  the  measure  of 
their  punishuicul;  whereas  the  tnsuccioii  ufpiir- 
liaisent  is  now  given  by  this  Bill  to  wfanc  they 
Imve  hud  no  nppurtuaicy  to  cuosider. 

“ 10.  Because  the  clause  ill  ibis  Bill  enabling 
liis  majesty  to  establish  Articles  of  V/ui,  and 
erect  Cuurtt-iuarcniJ,  niili  pos*«r  in  try  and  dc- 
tenniac  any  utTeuces  to  lie  specideii  iji  sucti 
Arncu  s nud  tu  inflict  punisbinencs  for  the  tame, 
within  this  kmgdum  in  time  <>f  peucc,  doth  (at 
we  conceive)  in  all  tlinse  iiistaiicev,  vest  a sole 
legislative  power  in  the  crown : which  power, 
bow  safely  soever  it  may  he  lodged  with  his 
'preteut  lunjesty,  and  bun  tenderly  soever  it  may 
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be  rierciaed  by  biio,  may  yet  piove  of  dunger. 
out  consenuoiice,  should  it  be  diuun  into  pre-  i 
ccdeiit  iu  tutuie  leigiis,  , 

“ 11.  Because  the  clause  in  the  Dill,  allrdeed  1 
to  hu  made  fur  enabling  hoiivsr  creditors  to  le-  ' 
cover  tbeirjust  debts  hum  suMiurs,  seems  to  us 
rather  to  give  a protBClion  to  liio  suldier  iIimi  | 
uiiy  real  advuiinige  in  Ids  creditor,  or  other 
person  huvingjiislcuiineofliciioiiagaiiisthiiu;  ^ 
It  protects  Uie  person  of  a soldier  from  execu- 
tiun,  05  well  as  the  Mcsiic  process,  fur  any  debt 
under  tO/. ; ami  it  jirutects  the  esiuic  and  ef.  ; 
fects  as  well  at  the  pcrsuii  uf  every  soldier  frum  , 
nil  other  suits  but  for  debt,  where  the  cauae  nf 
iiction  doth  uot  uuiuunt  to  the  tike  sum ; aiid  j 
in  other  coses,  where  the  cause  ufactiun  cx-  ^ 
ceeds  tlinl  value,  plaimills  are  in  many  instances 
put  undersuch  unreasonuhle  ditbculticv,  chat, 
ue  conceive,  betorc  cliey  cats  be  nliowcJ  even 
to  commeiicu  tlceir  sujt,  their  bnre  compliance 
therewith  may  become  mure  grievous  to  ihem 
than  the  lost  uf  their  debt,  or  n '{iiict  submit* 
siou  to  tbe  wrong  sustained ; by  vviiicli  ineaai 
his  majesty’s  good  subjects  may  be  higldy  in- 
jured III  their  properties,  biiiI  msultud  m ih«r 
persons  by  ilie  auldicry,  and  yet  be  deprived  of 
the  legal  remedies  appointed  for  ihu  redress  of 
such  giievances. 

“ W.  Ebor',  Compton,  Darimnuth,  Hay,  Straf- 
ford, Boyle,  Guilford,  Gteeuwicb,  Weston,  Tre- 
vor, Fran.  Ccstrieu»’,Bulc,  Tiidcaster,  Bingley, 
Scarsdide,  'Litcblltld,  Foley,  AlanscI),  Fr.  ilof- 
fen',  Abiiigdoo,  Bristol,  North  aiiri  Grey,  Bar- 
court,  Bathurst,  Gower,  I’oulet,  NurtbauiploD, 

P.  Hereford,  Monijoy,  Oxford*.’’ 
iDehete  on  Ike  Stale  of  the  Trade  to  Snedea.] 
Feb.  27.  Tile  Cumincus  proceeded  tn  lake  in- 
to consideration  tbe  matters  of  the  Petition  of 
several  merchants  and  owners  of  shipping,  and 
other  petitions  which  had  been  presented  to  die 
House,  in  relation  tu  tlie  Trade  to  and  from 
Sweden : und  the  extracts  of  the  Letters  be- 
Cweeo  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and  his  majes- 

* “ No  subject  pruduced  so  luuch  hent  and 
ullercatinn  in  parliament  during  this  sessiou,  as 
did  tbe  bill  fur  regulnting  the  land  forces,  and 
puiiisbiiig  mutiny  and  desertion  i r bill  which 
was  looked  upon  ns  an  encroacliment  upon  the 
liberties  and  consiituiion  of  England,  inasmuch 
as  it  vstabllsbcd  inartiHl  Inw,  which  nrcsteil 
fiuui  tlic  civil  niiigisirate  the  cognizance  of 
crimes  anil  niisdeiiieanors  cominitted  bv  <be 
soldiers  and  officeix  of  the  army : a jurisdiction 
iiiconsistenr  with  ilie.genius  and  diapositiou  of 
the  people.  The  bill  passed  by  n great  majnri- 
ly ; but  divers  lords  entered  a protest."— 
Sniullett. 

“ As  toon  as  the  parliament  broke  up,  tbe 
Speakers  against  the  Mutiny-Bill  published 
their  speeches,  for  which  they  were  severejy 
cetuured  by  tbe  author  ofTbe  Critic,  and  tlieic 
speeches  boltliyexoroined.  The  king  also,  soon 
alter  the  end  uf  the  session,  ordered  Articles  to 
be  published  fnc  tlie  Regulatiuu  and  Govera- 
mentuftheArmy,  pursuant  to  Uie  power  lodged 
in  him  by  ibe  act.' — Tindal. 

" ' ‘ ' "" 
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tv's  l-etiiienti  in  Ihillond ; nnd  nI»o  the  Memn- 
rixli  wliicii  Mr.  Jnc-ks'in  {irrucnteil  tn  the  Itc- 
goMCj  ut  Sweden,  anri  the  Atiiwers  to  them, 
were  rejH ; after  which  Mr.  .(acktoii  Iicin'e 
c.^'lt’d  in,  .Mr.Craitesnikedhifu,  whether  be  wai 
Ilf  opiiiiuii.  That  if  the  trade  were  opened  « )lh 
Swcileii,  our  nii-rcimnis  noutil  he  upon  a better 
font  than  they  are  at  present ! Mr.  Jiicksou  an- 
swered, “IJint,  iu  his  npinion,  the  contmry 
would  Itappeu  ; fur  now  that  the  Swedes  nru 
flistres,ed  fir  want  of  our  comniodiiies,  pnr- 
ticiilarly  corn  and  salt,  they  are  inclined  to  fa- 
cilitate to  DS,  underhand,  the  purchase  of  their 
iron;  whereas  if  the  prohibition  of  trade  with 
ilicm  was  taken  off,  they  truuld  immediately 

[roride  themselves  with  what  llicy  want  [ and 
tiDwing  at  the  same  time,  that  there  are 
amongst  us  a set  of  men,  who  make  it  their  stu- 
dy and  busiacsi  t.s  rniliarrsss  (lie  {government, 
me  cuurl  of  Sweden  would  be  more  s'iS'  chan 
I ever,  and  rroder  thh  purch.-tseof  their  iron  more 
I didiculi  to  n>." 

S >mc  members  hrinft  oRended  at  Mr.  Jack- 
' sail's  expression,  vit,"  A set  of  meu,’'  cried  oat, 

« Cushwy,  Cmlody.”  But  the  miircinodernte 
I cnniemedthe'uschei  wiili  pultin^liinuipnii  cx- 
plainiiii;  biiusclf:  hereupon,  Mr.  Jackson 're- 
I plietl,  “ That  he  mcniu  the  Mercilonts  who  ]ire- 
sented  unreasonable  pctiiini.s.”  This  being  by 
some  looked  upon  rather  us  an  nggravucjoniban 
sn  excuse,  the  cry  ol'“  Custody,  Custody,''  was 
repeated ; but 

Mr.  J£.  M’o/po/e  brought  him  olT,  by  aiig5est- 
ing,  “TliaC  dial  gentleaian  had  lived  so  long  in 
a despotic  gnvemn'ent,  wliere  Petitions  and 
llcprcseniQii'ins  of  that  nature,  arc  accounted 
capital  crimes,  dmt  lie  had  forgot  the  ri^lils  and 
privileges  of  Ida  countrymen  {"  nml  therefore 
moved,  that  his  ungminled  expressions  might  be 
eicusefl.  Noliody  opposing  ftlr,  Walpole,  Mr. 
J.icksun  withdrew.  Then  (lie  Petitionees,  and 
some  other  nierchan>»  being  called  in,  uud  far- 
ther heard,  they  repreteiited  among  ocher  par- 
■ iruUrs,  “ That  since  the  prohihition  of  irada 
with  Sweden,  they  baiight  Swediab  iron  of  the 
Butch  4(.  per  ton  dearer  than  before ; and  chat 
wbercas  liie  Englisli  were  formerly,  about 
.SOiOOOi.  per  annum,  gniuers  by  the  trade  with 
Sweden,  tJiey  now  lost  about  90,000/."  Cut 
this  vras  contradicted  by  Mr.  Craggs,  who  sug- 
gested, " Tlini  ilie  exports  from  Sto;kliolm  for 
England  had  ntver  amounted  to  120,000/.  in 
one  year;  and  chcrerutc  the  difference  of  the 
proRt  and  Inas  could  nut  come  up  to  this 
last  sum.”  The  inernliniits  being  withdrawn, 
Mr,  spoke  ill  (heir  favour,  and  made 

a motion,  upon  whidi  the  questiou  was  propus- 
ed,  Xiiuc  an  Addiess  he  presented  to  liis  ma- 
jesty, to  take  into  his  consideration  the  State  of 
tlie Trade  with  Sweden,  and  that  such  measures 
might  be  taken,  iliat  his  majesty'ssubjecu,  and 
those  ol  his  allies,  might  carry  m>  the  said  trade- 
in  Lite  same  iiianncr.  Hereupon  tiiere  arose  n 
warm  debate,  in  which 
Mr.  Cragffi  representfd.  That  such  an  ad- 
dress would  he  derogatory  to  tlie  king's  honour, 
and  even  a teil^^ctiqp 
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had  desired  hft^mnjesty  to  priibibic  all  ruin- 
inerce  with  bwadeii  ; uud  dial  on  tbv  nllmr 
hand,  such  un  Address  u-asulitqieilier  I'ccdlrss, 
since  Ills  majesty's  nisdnm  would  not  fan  to  ap- 
ply all  proper  r«ne<ii;s  Id  the  evil  lliut  was 
co-nplamed  of.  Hereupon 

fiir  Ifilliam  WynilhdiH  said,  That  the  pro- 
liibiiiun  of  trade  with  Sweden  Imviiig  been 
thought  convenient,  when  there  nns  spnie 
grounds  to  fear  an  invasion  from  thence ; now 
that  apprelteiision  was  entirely  over,  it  would 
be  no  reflection  either  upim’ibe  kc..:  or 'his 
pnrliaaiem,  to  take  off  the  said  j'roliibitioii ; 
niid  time  he  wondered  we  thouhl  distress  (iml 
endeavour  tn  ruin  a prince  and  naiiun,  who 
linve  ever  been  the  support  of  the  Protomin  in- 
terest, and  whom, by  trratics,  KCStanJ  ublged 
to  defend  and  protect. 

. Af'cr  this  it  w>ns  resolved  by  a maionly  of 
201  voles  against  11],  Co  adjourn  the  debate 
till  that  day  monib. 

Deiale  in  the  Lords  on  the  Forfeitril  Balolra' 
Bi//.]  March  4.  The  Lords  leaii  iiie  first 
time,  thu  Dill  ‘ fur  vesting  the  Forieireil 
‘F/itales,  in  Great  Britain  and  ireliiiid,  in 
‘ trustees,  to  be  sold  for  tl.e  U%e  uf  the 
' public;'  and  n iiiotion  beiog  made,  and  ihe 
qucilion  pul,  Tiiai  me  said  Bill  he  read  n 
second  time.  7'he  lord  Niirlli  and  Grey 
spoke  ngaiusl  the  excessive  power,  irlerU,  by 
tliis  Bill  was  given  to  llie  trustees,  niKireby 
abundance  of  fnmdies  niipiil  be  opjimscd  amt 
ruined ; and  his  loidship  was  secpndHl  by  li.e 
lords  Trevor  and  Ilarcourc,  sii  J me  dule  i>f 
Aigyle,  wlio  urged,  Tjjnt  ihb  Bill  by  leaving 
the  claims  to  the  Kiffeitcd  Estntvs  tn  the  final 
determination  of  ibo  trustees,  not  only  cliishcd 
with  the  Act  of  Union,  in  that  it  suspraded 
and  set  aside,  in  that  respect,  the  cimiis  of 
Judicature  in  Norih  Uriluin,  which,  iy  the 
said  Act,  ought  to  remain  entire;  bit  wm 
likewise  derogiiliiry  tn  (he  privileges  and  au- 
limrily  of  the  Huiise  of  Peers,  who  are  su- 
preinejudgcs  in  all  civil  ctiuses.  It  tens  also 
alleilged,  That  by  the  mecliod  tliat  liad  been 
follriwetl,  the  public  would  get  little  or  no- 
thing  by  the  furfeicores ; where, u,  if  the  scheme 
proposed  by  sir  David  Dalrymple  had  lieen 
pnrsoed,  the  same  would  Lnve  yielded  considrp- 
ahle  sums,  witliouc  aiiy  oppression  to  the  suit- 
ject.  The  exrl  of  .Sunderland,  the  lords  Stoii- 
hopc,  Parker,  and  Cmiingsby,  answered  the 
ubjeciions  raised  against  the  bill;  aa-l  it  w-as, 
at  list,  resolved,  Tlnit  the  same  ihmihl  be 
rend  a seomd  lime;  and  ihnC  a Mesmge  lie 
seal  to  the  Cuminoiis,  to  acqooint  them,  “ That 
their  loideli,p!i,  having  uiidir  their  consider- 
ntiim  ihu  Rill  fur  vetting  the  I-'drl'eited  Euatet 
uf  Qrtial  Britnin  mid  frel.niid,  iu  trustees,  to  lie 
sold  fur  ibe  use  of  the  - public,  they  did  desire 
that  ihe  Coiiimiins  would  give  leave,  that  such 
of  ihu  eumniissioncrs  of  enquiry,  whu  wore 
mrmhers  of  that  Ibrnsi-,  as  ulsu  sir  David  D.-l- 
ryiuple,  his  majesty's  nUvocnte-gfiieial  of  Scot- 
land,  might  mteml  their  lurdships*  House,  ca 


W1]  I'AEL  lilSTOEY,  ♦ Gzorge 

Tlie  next  day,  tiie  (.’oniiadk  proceedtd  to 
mice  iltc  Hussage  l.<ioraHuentwned  into 
rofuidertiioii ; aud  n^vpointuil  a Couubitti.'C,  lo 
aenrci)  precedenu  witli  relatioa  to  ibe  aairi 
li  appearing  to  ilie  Cmmnona  l>j 
Uic  report  of  tlint  Cnmniiiteoi  tint  the  like 
deiirs  tpf  the  L'.rd*  had,  on  aomo  occatioiis, 
).een  comphrd  Kith,  aud  lit  otht-r  times  dc> 
oieUj  the  {Jimimons,  nho  were  reaoUed  tu 
(ol\M  die  procctlentt  for  the  Utter,  lost  die 
I/iriU  ^ould  make  nlterstiaos  in  a Money 
Bill,  put  oIT  die  cousidamiion*  of  ike  laid 
repDic  till  the  oext  day.  IWreunon  the  Luids, 
wbti  had  waited  for  nn  answer  from  the  Com- 
mons till  three  in  the  afterniirm,  proceeded  to 
the  sectiiid  reading  of  tlie  hill;  and  it  being 
moved,  tbrtt  the  said  Bill  be  conmiitted,  it 

• occoipioned  a great  ilelrate.  The  lord  II*r- 
court,  [he  earl  of  Hay,  and  the  duke  of  Argyle 
urged  several  reasons  ngninst  >he  bill ; and 
were  answered  by  the  lords  Cnwpcr,  Stanhope, 
and  Coningsby ; and  after  sotoe  Oilier  speeches 
for  anil  ngninst,  (lie  qaestion  being  pat,  opou 
the  motion  belore  menduiied,  it  was  carried 
ill  the  affirmuiivc-  by  80  v.rtcs  and  proxies, 
neninst  73;  and  resolved,  That  the  said  Bill 
he  referred  to  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House  (he  Saturday  next  following.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Commons  lutviag  met  ^iu  on 
the  7lh  of  March,  read  ooiy  a Pelicioii  of  the 
Tiuitiors,  in  clw  county  of  Brecon,  and  iheii 
immediately  ndjoumed  till  the  10th,  to  avoid 
taking  into  funhe-r  consideratiuo  cither  the 
Lords’  Message,  or  the  Ilqiort  of  their  own 
Commitiee  about  Precedents. 

Debate  in  the  Lordi  an  a Bill for  relmildin^ 
St.  Cilet'i  CAarrh.]  March  8.  There  was  a 
great  debate  io  the  Lords,  opon  the  third  read- 
ing of  a Bill  from  the  Commons,  intituled,  ‘ Au 

* Act  loim]ruwer  the  Comimssioiicrs,  appuialed 
‘ to  pul  in  execution  the  act  fur  building 
‘ Fifty  new  Cliorchto  in  London  luid  VVtat- 
‘ n.iiisier,  lo  (Iheci  the  piirish  churih  of  St. 
‘ Giles's  in  Ibc  Fichls,  in  the  county  of  illid- 
‘ dlesex,  to  be  rebuilt,  instead  "f  one  of  the 
‘ said  Fifty  new  Cliorclies.’  The  nrclibisbop 
of  York,  and  some  uthcr  prcUteii,  strenuously 
opposed  this  Bill,  urging,  “ That  (lie  same 
was  a misappliciitiun  of  money  already  granted 
by  parliaiuent  fora  pious  use." 

Prtpfert  on  rrfusiag  in  aid,  ‘ o/  pious  ms- 
‘ Mory,'  after  (he  2iumf  af  Quern  Anne,  in 
the  Preamble  af  the  Biff,]  It  was  also  pro- 
posed, That,  in  the  preamble  of  the  said  Bill, 
the  words  ‘ of  pious  memory,’  should  be  added 
after  tho  imme  of  tlie  late  queen  ; but  it  was 
carried  in  the  negative  by  bi,  voices  against  3S. 

“ Dissemient, 

“ Bccimfle  we  cannot  bnt  jmlge  these  words, 
' of  pious  iiicniory,’  highly  decent  and  proper 
to  have  been  insertvil  in  u hill,  reciting  two 
pious  and  gracious  nets  of  parliament,  passed 
in  the  reign  of  her  late  laaycsty,  fur  rebuilding 
of  fifty  new  churcliesi  a wmk  earnestly  re- 
commeotled  by  her  nisjcsty  lu  her  parliaiuenr, 
ami  by  ibcuiideyUsed-iW.'frtidb  wiiritWllte. 


1718. — Vrotat  agaimt  iit  IM, 
hnnoor  of  God,  the  spiritual  welftire  of  her 
majesty’s  suhjeeb,  the  interest  nf  the  cstablish- 
ed  churdi;  and  iJie  glory  of  her  tnajesiy'sroito. 
— W.  Fbor',  I'ran.  Oesiriens',  Compton,  Wil- 
laaghby  de  Brake,  Buckingham,'BnuIctt,.Stni& 
ford,  job.  Jjindon,  George  Bristol,  Boyle, 
Maslmoi,  li'r.  Rullbo’,  Fwey,  P.  Hereford, 
Norili  and  Grey,  Mansell,  Berkeley  of  birat- 
ton,  Oxford,  Bathursi." 

Protest  against  poising  the  said  BUl.l  Then 
after  ftirllier  ikbntc,  the  question  was  put, 
ivlietber  this  Bill  shall  puss?  It  was  resulyed 
in  tliealStDiauve. 

Couiems  • 49  Not  Contents  38 

Proxies-  - SI— 70  Proxies  - • S3— 68 
“ Wsiuntient’ 

1.  “ Because  it  doth  not  appear  to  os  from 
any  declanttion  iu  his  majesty’s  name  to  either 
House  of  Parliament,  'that  bis  royal  leave  wn 
given  for  bringing  in  the  said  bill,  as,  ire 
humbly  conceive,  it  ought  to  have  been,  for 
briugiiig  iu  a bill  nf  this  nature. 

9.  “ Because  (hit  BUI,  in  our  opinion,  mani- 
festly (ends  to  defeat  (be  ends  nnd  purposes  of 
two  acts  of  parliaineut  fur  building  Fifty  new 
Churches,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  ossensihot 
tlie  intention  nf  tlie  said  acts  would  be  hereby 
answerud. 

3,  “ Decnate  this  Bill  farther  asserts,  Tliat 
tlie  parish  of  Sc.  Giles's  is  ia  nu  condition  to 
raise  ur  pay  the  sum  of  3,000f.  and  upwards, 
for  the  reoair  trf  its  parish  church;  which  we 
apprehend  to  he  mldencty  false  in  iac{;  and 
if  true,  to  lie  no  reason  forrebaildiiig  tlie  said 
clnirch  oat  of  tho  fuml'giien  for  budding  Fifty 
new  ChiiTche*. 

4.  “ Because  this  bill  nnireover  asserts,  Thu 
the  said  Pariidi-churdi,  Wlien  refhuilt,  nod  the 
church  ivhicb  it  now  building  in  the  said  parish, 
by  virtue  of  the  sots  ibr  building  fifty  new 
cuercbes,  will  bo  suflicient  forthu  inlnbitMiR 
of  the  said  parish;  nhorcas  we  are  credibly 
informed,  ond,  upon  the  <iest  calculadoii,  do 
believe,  that  thne  are  nb<nt  40,000  sduls  in 
the  said  parish;  and  do  think,  tluu  three  new 
chorches,  together  with  the  present  parish- 
church,  will  TC  barely  suificieat  Ibr  that  nomber. 

6.  “ Beciiuse  if  tms  priicedenc  for  relnilding 
old  chufcbes,  ont  of  the  fund  nppropriHied  for 
baildiag  hew  ones,  sliould  be  fullowsd,  and  the 
ends  of  tlie  aliorbsaid  acta  should  be  thereby 
in  any  greet  m«R‘>ire  defeated,  we  are  i^pro- 
hensive,  that  many  thousands  of  his  majesty^ 
good  sulijecis  in  and  about'  these  populous 
cities  will  be  left  unprovided  of  churches, 
wheretinto  they,  may  resort  for  the  public  wor- 
ship of  Gud;  and  will  therebyreuMrin  desiitote 
of  the  necessary  means  of  being  kiMrucicd  in 
tlie  true  Christian  rel^ion,  08  it  is  new  proibsard 
in  the  church  of  England,  end  esmWisbed  by 
tlie  I.iwa  of  this  realm.— W.  Ebor',  Geo.  Bns- 
tol,  Willoi^by  tie  Broke,  Berfcrisy  of  fttrat- 
ton,  Fr.  Euffeu',  Maasell,  Job.  l/Midnn,  Slraf- 
f«Kf,  Batharst,  Poulwt,  Fr.  Ccstrieiis’,  Oxford, 
P.  Hereford, North  amt  Grey,  Madtam,  Foley, 
. .ar.-  I 
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I’rateU  a^aiial  paifing  ihc  F<rfdlvdEtt«t^' 
Mtircli  11.  Th«  Ixwrf*,  in  « jjiwid 
cummiitec,  reaH  tlic  third  time  the  Ull  ibr  vejt- 
jiig  tlio  Forf<itvd  Efctatet  in  tnisieci,  to  he  tnltl 
Tur  lira  of  tbepuiilic,  and  for  giving  retiof 
tn  lawful  creditors,  tiy  deterniiiiiRg  the  claims, 
4Uid  for  lira  more  efl'ectual  bringing,  into  tlie 
leapcutive  escliwtuers,  the  rents  and  prufits  of 
rliet^tuces  riUsnIii.  And  anintioti  being  miide, 
thnt'titc  hill  do  pt>»,  it  nns  cirried  in  ihe  af> 
firiiiadve,  bj  89  i^nst  76. 

Contents  - 65  Not  Contents  45 
•Prosice-  - 37— flC.  Projfcs  - - 81— T6. 

” Diseentiem', 

1,  “ Ucenuse,  vre  humbly  conceive,  that  tlie 
deigesof  this  coinmissioa  arc  n very  great  ami 
uiiiieceasarv  hurthm  on  the  fiaUic,  nod  irill 
swallow  up  a great  part  of  timt  fund  tlie  com- 
tuissioiiers  are  appointed  ti>  be  i^ardiuvsof; 
wlieieat  the  endsof  that  trust,  whicit  is  lodged 
ID  them  by  this  bill,  have  been  more 

rasdy,  more  justly,  and  with  less  expcncc,  at- 
tained bv  the  known  and  ordintiry  course  of 
the  law.' 

3.  “ Becaote  there  is  erected  in  this  bill  a 
court  of  judicature  with  strange  and  new 
powers,  viz,  in  a sumniarv  way,  and  witliout 
the  formality  of  proceedings  in  the  courts  of 
Inw  or  equi^,  to  proceed  by,  and  upon  ^ tes- 
tiiQoiiy  of  witnesses  upon  oath,  examination 
of  persons  clniniinj;,  or  otliernise  interested, 
upon  their  oaths;  inspection  and  examiiuuioa 
uf  deeds,  writings  tiiid  records;  and  by  nil  or 
any  uf  the  said  ways  and  means,  or  otherwise, 
according  lo  the  circuuncances  of  the  case,  or 
of  the  persons  claiming,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  to  hear,  determine  and  adjudge  all  and 
every  elnim  aud  daims : Which  words  seem  to 
eowain  the  mo«  arbitrary  and  unlimited  au- 
ibority  tIuK  can  pusetbly  be  cre.-itcd;  and  in 
psriicalar,  the  expression  costoeming  the  cir- 
cunistances  ofthepereons  is  aoc  oniyrmknown 
to  our  laws,  biii  prescribes  « rule  which  was 
never  yet  thought  to  he  n pnsper  ingredient  iti 
the  impsniul  ndmioistretion  ofjustice. 

8,  “ Because  ihc/e  is  iu  this  hill  a penalty  | 
laid  on  the  witnesses  who  shall  forswear  them- 1 
selves  to  sepporl  any  claim,  but  ao  punishment 
inflicted  on  clmse  wlio  shall  make  false  oaths 
IU  order  to  defeat  anyjust  demand.' 

4.  “ Because  there  is  iioiliing  in  this  bill 
which  iucapacilntes  the  cmnniisHi  oners,  or  any  in 
Iran  for  iheas,  lo  purchase  claims  on  the  For- ' 
felled  F.sCates;  and  yet  in  case  they  should 
fflalresuch  purebBses,  they  will  become  both 
jnlges  and  parlies  in  the  snme  cause,  and  con- 
sequently be  expesed  to  temptations  of  a great 
suil  dsngeroifs  nature. 

5.  “ Uecanse  the  reversing  and'makmg  void 
*11  »c«  and  decrees  of  any  court  ofjEtdiciHnre, 
pasteil  since  tlie  S4th  diiy  of  June,  1715,  con- 
tvrnine  any  rigijt,  charge  or  interest  tmt  tmy 

the  Forfeited  Eststes,  and  the  not  saving  to 
•11  creditors  and  other  claiinams  such  right  as 
'hoy  bail  befure  the  passing  this  bill,  does 
Steady  endangefiiif.  ««s«j{<^st;l«ke:BoMdtse' 


-just  demands  of  such  cradiiora  or  otlier  eJaim- 
ants,  which  they  linve  not  only  in  tnnny  caste  a 
right  (u  by  lira  tmcieiit  laws  of  their  country, 
bill  svbicli  arc  secured  to  them  (at  least  in  that 
|jart  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland)  by  the 
faith  of  an  act  of  parliament^  ns  n future  reward 
of  their  dutiful  and  loyal  behaviour  to  his  ma- 
jesty and  his  govcrmiraiit.when  the  nation  was 
threatened  svith  tlie  greatest  dangers;  wiiich 
reward  has  been  contirnicd  to  tbeni  by  a sub- 
sequent act. 

ii.  “ Boc.ause  the  time  of  entering  claims  on 
F-states  forfeited,  or  to  be  forfeited  liefore  the 
24t1>  uf  June,  I7l8,h  allowed  no  farther  than  to 
thf  1st  of  June  in  tlie  said  year;  whereby  ull 
creditors,  chsimBiits,  and  bona  Jidt  purchasers 
uf  estates,  wbicli  may  be  forfeited  between  the 
1st  and  24th  ol'  Junn  aforesaid,  ore  absolutely 
and  expressly  burred  ande.sclnded. 

7.  “ Because  the  seiiiiie  up  a new  court  of 
judicature  for  claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  in 
any  part  of  Great  Britain,  is  wholly  unprece- 
dented, aod  the  privileges  and  jurisdiction  of 
tins  House  are  thereby  diminished  and  endan- 
gered, hut  much  more  so,  by  the  reversing  de- 
crees of  courts  of  judicature  already  m.ad^ 
which,  wliether  they  are  erroneous  or  legal, 
iitight  (os  the  constitution  of  this  kiiisduai  now 
is,  and  hath  hitherto  been)  to  be  reviewed,  re- 
versed, or  aflaraied  by  no 'other  jurisdiction 
wbatsoerFr,  but  that  which  is  inhereut  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

8.  '■  Because  the  court  of  session  is  by  this 
bin  discharged  from  exercising  tlrair  lawful  ju- 
risdiciiuo,  notwithstanding  ilmt  tlie  foundation 
of  the  cmistitution  of  the  uuited  kisigdom  of 
Great  Britain  is  the  articles  of  the  Unioo; 
wherein  it  is  expressly  stipulated.  That  ilio 
court  of  sessiun  s^l  remain  in  all  time  coming 
as  it  was  then  constituted,  witli  the  same  au- 
thority and  privileges  as  before  tlie  Unicu ; and 
though  ibe  said  court  was  sutgecicd  to  regula- 
tion, for  the  better  administration  of  justice, 
yet  the  jurisdiction  of  it  was  iu  no  case  to  be 
totally  extiaguislicd. 

9.  “ Because  the  erecting  nan  jurisdiotiont 
with  such  iadefioite  powers,  exclusive  of  the 
House  uf  Lords;  the  makiug  void  or  endanger- 
ing the  rights  of  groat  numbers  of  tawfol  cre- 
ditors or  other  claimants,  secured  w them  by 
tholews;  and  (he  depriving  tlie  courts  of  ju- 
tice  of  their  judicature  as  ttfuresaid,  we  haiuldy  , 
apprehcDd,  cannot  but  raise  tlie  biglicit  dis- ' 
contents  in  the  minds  of  Ins  msjcsiy’s  subjects. 

i Buchinghnm,  Stratford,  Foeiett,  <5eo.  Brietol, 
Buthurst,  M'illtTBgliby  de  Broke,  IMoraine, 
Trevor,  Oxford,  PNmouth,  Nonh  and  Grey, 
Mansell,  Fr.  Hoffen',  Northampton,  Compton, 
Tadoaster,  Guilford,  May,  Greenwich,  Boyle, 
Weston,  Litchfield,  BelLnven,  Foley,  Masliam, 
Montjuy.” 

P>^ss<  against  the  Rill  far  ertcling  ITorfc- 
lltmrtsat  Rritlol.]  March  17.  A Dill  for  lira 
better  explaining  ■•evet'*!  acts,  therein  raentiou- 
ed,  for  erecting  of  liovpitals  and  M'ork-bouses 

iiwilbta'  .iteS'npity  Sw  ftlrt.rWi*ploying 
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anri  maintaining  the  poor  thereof,  and  for  task- 
ing the  aaiil  actr  more  eHeciual,  hern*  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  (|uestion  t«iiig  |mi,Tnni  the 
Villdo  pass,  it  nas  carried  id  the  aihrmatitu  b; 
88  against  92.  * 

“ Disscntimt’, 

1.  “Because  the  coDinrehensIrc  latiimlc.of 
this  hill  is  such,  that  ail  persons  viiiUuut  dis- 
crimination, svhether  well  or  ill  aflected  to  nur 
coDstitutioo  in  churcli  and  stntej  papists  os  ucll 
ns  pmtestant<,  nonjurors  as  tvcll  as  those  wlio 
take  {he  oitihs,  jews  as  well  ns  cliiisliiins,  ore 
ail  alike  capable  'of  being  admitted  into  the 
corporation  to  whicli  this  bill  refcis;  anil  of 
simring  all  the  trusts  and  powers  lodged  ia  the 
tncinburs  thereof. 

2.  “ Because  this  hill,  whitsl  it  complains  of 
the  diiiicultT  of  finding  a suScient  number  of 
proper  and  well  qualified  persons  to  be  elected 
and  constituted  guardians  nnrl  oflicers  of  the 
said  eorpoiniinn,  and,  to  nroid  that  pretended 
difficulty,  lets  in  dissenters,  doth  at  die  same 
time  shut  out  seventeen  church-wardens,  who, 
by  a former  act,  were  incorporated  iliereiii, 
und  who,  by  the  consutuc^n,  buce  the  enre  of 
the  poor  in  a special  manner  iotnisietl  with 

3.  “ Because  ihis  bill  repeals  a law,  by  which 
the  dissenters  were  excluded  from  places  nnd 
offices  in  this  corporation,  nnd  this  repeal  may 
hereafter  he  made  use  of  as  a precedent  for 
nlirngatinii;  Other  laws,  ns  yet  in  force,  in  order 
to  the  admission  of  disMuters  into  all  places 
and  offices  whaisoerer. 

4.  “ Because  this  hill,  by  cxcropring  guor. 
diaus  sod  officers  therein  mentjoiiM  from  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  of  the  corpuntion  and 
test  acts,  doth,  in  our  opinion,  very  much 
weaken  the  force  of  those  acts,  which  are  de- 
clared by  the  le^slacurein  have  been  made  for 
the  security  of  the  church  of  Kiiglamljaa  bylaw 
established,  and,  as  such,  are,  we  conceive, 
ratified  ami  made;,  perpetual  by  that  clause  in 
the  Act  ofUnion,  whicli  eiincts,  Tfmt  the  net 
for  the  ministers  of  the  church  of  England  to 
be  of  sound  religion,  and  the  net  for  uniformity, 
and  all  and  siugolar  other  nets  of  parliament 
then  in  force,  for  the  establishment  ami  pre- 
servation of  the  church  of  Euginud,  shall  re- 
main nnd  be  in  foil  force  for  ever.  Gen.  Bris- 
tol, Hay,  Strafford,  Bathurst,  Fr.  Roffen',  Mnn- 

. sell,  Jonat.  Winton’,  Joh.  Jytndon,  Montjoy, 
Compton,  Oxford,  Boyle,  WesioD.” 

TAe  King’t  .Vesstipejiir  on  Mi/ilionul  A'un- 
f>er  q/"  Seunien.]  filarcli  If.  Mr.  Comptroller 
Boscawen  acqiuiintcd  the  House,  That  lie  hud  a 
Message  to  the  House  «gned  by  iiis  ninjesty  : 
which  wns  read  as  follows : 

“ G;  B. 

“ His  majesty  beinir  at  present  cngnited  in  se- 
veral iie,(ntiiilions  of  the  utmost  concern  to  the 
welfare  of  the-e  kingdoms,  and  the  toamimllity 
of  F.urupe;  and  liuviug  Incety  received  inloimn- 
lioii  from  abron'l,  whirlimnkes  him  Judge  that 
it  willgive  weight  to  his  emicuvours,  ifn  nnvnl 
force  bs  UBipIpysU  tyUe».itfi»ll  b*in«{re5!ar»,.i 


e King’s  Spteek  tu  i)ie  Clos:  of  the  Sttsion,  [.5  j(J 
does  think  fit  to  acquaint  this  House  thereniih  - 
not  doubling  but  tlinr  in  rase  tie  sliould  lie 
obliged,  at  Ihis  criticaljuuciutr,  to  exceed  the 
iiuiiibcrufnien  gruiiteti  ibis  yeiir  for  tbe  -Sea« 
Service,  the  llimse  will  ut  tii^r  next  meeting, 
provide  (it  such  exceeding." 

Upon  this,  sir  William  SirirUnnd  moved, 
" That  nn  Adoress  be  preseniril  to  bis  msjctiy, 
to  teiiirii  his  majesty  the  ihnnks  ofihis  House, 
for  his  im-vcaried  cudeavours  to  prumiAlWhc 
welfare  ot  liis  kingrtoitis,  nnd  to  preserve  the 
tr.'uiquillity  of  r.uiDpe:  mid  to  assure  bisma- 
jesty,  that  this  Huusewill  malic  good  such  ex- 
ceedinggofmen  for  the  Sea-Scrvice  of  she  year 
1718,  as  his  tnajesty  in  his  royal  wisdom  shall 
find  iiecessurr  to  obtain  those  desiralde  ends.” 
This  molion,bcing  seconded  and  the  question 
put  thereupon,  was  carried  wjihgut  dividuig.— It 
IB  remarkable,  that  ilie  .Spmnsii  embassador 
Imviiig  about  this  time  expusiuluied  conctrniiig 
tlie  great  prepaiutions  lor  sending  a 1‘leet  iiitii 
tbe  jMcditcrrauctm,  Mr.  Wajpuic  said,  Tint 
Eucb  on  Address  had  nil  the  nit  of  a dcclarntlou 
of  war  agaiusc  Spain. 

Mordi  18.  Mr.  Busenwen  aequnin'.qil  the 
House, " That  llieir  Address  had  been  jiresenlcd 
to  bis  mtyesiy;  ami  that  lie  was  commanded 
by  bisTonjesty  po  rPtuiu  bis  majesty's  hearty 
thanks  to  this  House,  and  to  ussuie  them, 
that  Ills  majesty  shnll  think  himself  obliged, 
in  return  of  the  great  confidence  they  have 
reposed  in  him,  nut  only  to  use  the  utmost 
mconomy  iliac  shall  be  consistent  with  the 
real  inte^e^t  of  his  suljeccs  for  this  ensuing 
yearj  butbkeniseto  apply  bis  most  earnest 
endeavours  to  prevent  future  bnnlieiis  to  liii 
peoplo,  by  estnblishiug  A lasting  peace  end  tran- 

The  King's  Spetek  at  the  Close  of  ihe  Session.] 
March  21.  This  day,  Uie  King  couie  to  tha 
House  of  Peers,  and  tile  Commons  being  sent 
fnraiid  nitending,  bis  majesty  cave  the  roy.-ii 
assent  to  swernl  BiHs.  After  wlircb,  his  Ma- 
jesty was  plenaed  to  say ; 

*'  My  Lords}  and  Gentlemen ; 

“ I have  commanded  my  Lord  Chnnccllor 
to  deliver,  in  my  name  and  words,  what  J clunk 
fit  should  lie  anid  Co  yon,  on  my  putting  an  cud 
to  this  session  of  pontamenc.” 

And  then  ilte  Loid  Ciianccllur  read  his  ma- 
jesty's Speech  ns  f .llims: 

“ My  l.nrtl9,  and  Gemleiuen  ; 

' “ 1 cannot  pm  an  end  to  this  session,  willi* 

nut  reiuriiiug  my  liearty  thunks  Cii  so  good  n 
parluimunl,  lor  the  ciispHlch  wliich  tins  been 
given  Co  the  jiublic  business,  You  « lU.  I hoiM’, 
ill  your  jirivaie  capooiiies,  feel  tiie  cmiveniviica 
of  an  early  recess ; and,  X urn  persunded,  the 
public  will  receive  great  benefit  by  die  teasun- 
uhlezenl  nnd  vigour  of  your  resulutioiis  lusup- 
port  of  uiy  guvermiient. 

“ Nothing  can  add  so  much  to  the  credit  and 
influence  ofthis crown,  hntli  nl  home  and  ahrasd, 
os  the  repeated  instances  of  your  nITrctiun 
.tojKf.-i|.ilTiBisteadhiB5s  «oiX  resoJution  ofyouts 
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nill,  I eii.tHa  me  (o  procure,  iu’aimi{_*our 
next  iiieeciiig,  «ucl>  Treuties  to  be  CDiictuded, 
ts  »illset(le  peace  aiiJ  iranriuiUily  uiiiung  uur 
ueijllibours. 

‘‘  Xl'tlirnugb  the  blessing  of  Oad  my  endee- 
Tuurs  lu  this  end  prove  successful,  I shall  here 
the  sntisfuctiun  to  silence  even  those  "ho  wiU 
never  own  ibeinselres  conviuced;  anti  to  let  all 
ibe  u-firld  see  plaiuly,  that  wlml  1 have  most  at 
lieart,  is  thu  good  and  wvlture  uf  tnjr  people, 
itltu  may  then  be  eased  in  their  taxes,  andeu- 
riched  by  their  Trade. 

'•  Geiiilemen  of  the  House  ofCoinmons, 

“ I imist  return  you  my  particular  thuirks  for 
■he  Supplies  you  have  so  cbeertully  granted, 
and  for  the  late  instance  nfyour  cuiiliiieiice  in 
me.  I promiseyou,  ilmt  my  eodeavoura  shall 
lint  be  wantiog  to  tuahe  use  of  butli  to  tbe  best 
advantage  tor  the  gaud  of  my  people. 

“ My  Lords  niid  Geiiileiucn  ; 

“ The  practices  ivbieh  are  dully  used  by  a 
most  restless  iiiid  unhappy  set  of  liicn,  Co  disturb 
agovernmeat  by  irhuse  clemency  they  are  pro- 
tected, require  our  umnist  attencioo  uiid  vigi- 
' lance.  I must  therefore  recunimend  it  to  you, 
thut  in  your  severaUinriuns  and  countries,  you 
will  endeavour  (o  quell  that  spirit  of  disaffec- 
tiiin,  which  our  common  enenuM  are  so  indus- 
triuus  to  tuineiil.’' 

Then  llio  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
Parliament  (o  chegOtli  of  May;*  afier  which 
it  was  farther  peurugurd  to  die  llih  of  Ivu- 
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LIAMENT  OF  GRE.AT  BRITALV. 

77<«  King’s  Speech  on  Optuing  the  Srrrion.] 
November  11.  This  day  the  king  came  to 
the  House  of  Peers,  uiid  the  Commons  atieiid- 
lug,  his  majesty  delivered  the  following  Speech 
into  the  hands  of  the  Ixird  Clianctlbir, 


* " About  this  time  there  were  some  changes 
in  the  Ministry.  Sir  Edward  Northey  was  re- 
moroil,  and  Mr.  Lecbmere  was  made  Atinruey 
Ctneral  in  his  room,  The  earl  ofSuudetland 
was  made  rresideut  of  the  Council  and  first 
CoRimiiisioner  ofihe  Treasury.  Tiie  other  cam. 
tuissuinersH-ere  Aislabic,  Wallop.  Daillie,  and 
Clsyton.  Mr.  Graggs  and  the  lord  Sinnhopc 
(wim  and  lord  Cadagan  were  soon  after  crested 
enr!s)weru  appoinic:!  secretaries  ofsintc.  Tbe 
•«il  uf  Berkley  tvns  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  with  sir  George  ilyng,  sir  Johu  Jen- 
liug*,  Mr.  Cockbuma,  Mr.  Chctwyiid,  sir  John 
Norris, and  sir. Charles  Wager.  The  earl  of 
IlnbleruL'ss  nns  mnde  Bril  coniaJssiuncr  of  the 
§uard  afTrude.  In  April,  the  LurtI  Chancellor 
&wpcr  (whulind  l>ecu  made  an  earl)  resigned 
diFgreat  seal,  and  want  immediately  into  the 
ciuniry,  TTinugb  it  had  been  reporttd  some 
oioiiihi  that  he  desired  to  retire,  yet  liisrcsign- 
lag  Ins  einploymeiit  at  tlut  juncture,  was  a 
Eteat  surprise  CO  the  public,  and  do  sn^all  grief 
a all  uoprejiiil^  , |rh<^  j.odgpg  , 


Opening  the  Seuio/i.  [S5S 
(Parker*)  who  read  tlie  same  to  both  Honsei : 
*'  My  Lords  and  Centlen.en; 

“ Siiiceyuur  lust  recess,  I have,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God,  uuncluded  such  tertns 
and  conditi'ins  of  pence  and  alhoace  beiweru 
the  greatest  priuces  of  Europe,  as  will,  in  all 
human  appearance,  iuducu  others  to  follow 
thsir  example,  and  lunke  any  attempts  to  dis- 
turb the  public  txaaqulllily  unt  only  dimgeruus 
but  impracticable. 

“ Tiiese  engagemeniB,  I am  perwiadeil,  will 
be  so  much  the  more  agreeable  to  all  loy  good 
subjects,  ns  they  bind  itie  conCrociing  powers 
to  support  the  Successiuu  to  these  kingdums  in 
my  family,  tn  which  some  were  doc  at  ail,  and 
others  not  so  fully  bound  by  uuy  former  treaties. 

“ During  the  whole  course  of  these  negucia- 

Pm,  and  Mountazue,  were  madecommissinn- 
eesuf  the  great  seat  ; but,  about  a mouth  after, 
the  Itirdl'aiker  was  made  High-Chancellor,” 
Tindnl. 

■ “ Thomas  Parker  wss  born  in  1667,  and 
if  aoc  a tmcive  was  long  a resident  at  Derby, 
where  he  followed  the  profession  of  an  at- 
torney. Abilities  and  iotercsc  procured  him 
practice,  tlist  practice  brought  money,  and 
money  consequence.  These  united  introduced 
him  iato  tbe  office  ofRecnrder,  which  opened  a 
wider  field  for  his  tuleois.  He  soon  became  a 
pleader  at  the  bar,  travelled  the  midland  cir- 
cuit, acquire<l  adiliiionai  escimaLioii,  was  de- 
nominated the  ' silver-toiigued  counsel,’  and 
fouhd  inU'resc  eiiuugli  in  1706,  to  cause  liimtelf 
to  be  rctaruei  a nicniher  (i>c  tbe  borough  uf 
Derby  vriih  lord  J.iines  Cavendish.  Uaviog 
now  asneuded  into  n pnlitienl  atmosphere, 
where  his  talents  beamed  with  more  diOusive 
brightness,  he  mnrle  rapid  advances  tonnrds 
prefenntur.  lie  was  knighted  in  1705,  and  iip- 
poinied  queen's  seijeant.  The  Cominoiis,  sen- 
sthlo  of  his  powers,  chose  him  cue  of  their  ma- 
nageis  in  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sachevcrell,  which  he 
conducted  with  ^eat  ability..  In  1710,  he  was 
ninde  lyurd.Chief  Justice  uf  tiie  King's  Oench: 
and  refuted  the  ChauceUor’s  seals  beraute  hu 
seutiiuents  did  not  coincide  with  those  of  the 
lUrleian  ministry.  lie  was  created  baron 
Parker  in  1710,  viscount  Parker  of  Ewebiie, 
in  1718,  mid  then  accepted  the  Seals,  fu 
1721,  he  was  further  created  e:trl  of  Maccles- 
field, Biirl  continued  Lord  L'lioncelior  till  1725, 
when  he  was  accused  of  selling  pinces  in 
Chancery,  brought  to  trial,  and  fitted  S0,000l. 
Tbe  king  called  for  tiie  cuuncil  book,  and 
with  a tigli  (lushed  out  his  name.  Uiihoppily 
fur  his  lurdiiliip,  party  rage  ran  high,  and  a 
brand  was  fixed  upon  his  name  which  never 
wore  out.  It  must  be  presumed,  however,  that 
ihechtiiges  were  fully  proved,  as  oot  of  93  peers 
who  gave  judgment,  there  was  not  one  who 
proouummu  ‘ Not  Guilty.'  lie  retired  during 
the  last  eight  years  of  his  life  to  Derby,  where 
he  resigned  his  earthly  existence,  April  18, 
1732.'’  Orford's  Uoytl  and  Nch>  Autburs. 
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tioiu,  a most  strict  regunl  hu  be«»  U>  tbs 
jnierests  <il‘  Spaiu ; und  beiiiT  coiulitinna  Imve 
been  stipulated  Ibr  tbsc  king,  cimii  were  insisted 
upon  in  his  belialf  iven  at  tbe  Trout;  of 
Utrecht:  bat  the  war  in  ilungarr,  wliicli  by 
our  mediatioti  is  since  ltsppil;r  ended,  Imviiig 
tempted  tbe  court  ufSpniii  uiijimiy  to  attack 
the  emperor,  and  the  bojiM  iliey  hare  since 
conceived  of  raisine  distutiisncrs  in  Crear  Hri- 
Mtn,  France,  nnd  ettewbere,  linvinc  «meoorBg«tl 
ilicm  to  believe,  that  we  sliouhl  not  be  able  to 
net  in  pursunnctsid' our  Treaties,  fur  tlie  defence 
of  tbe  dominions  invnded  fay  thrin,  nor  even 
to  support  thoseotheresscoiinl  and  oeccetory 
comlinons  of  the  Treaty  of  Utreclit,  which  pro- 
vide against  the  great  mnnaTchies  of  Eiirojie 
being  at  any  time  hereafter  muted  under  one 
siivereign,  they  hnvc  not  only  persisted  in  such 
a notonous  violation  of  tbe  public  peace  aud 
tranquillity,  but  have  rejected  all  niir  amicable 
proptnals,  and  have  broke  iliroiigh  their  most 
solemn  engagements  for  the  security  of  our 
commerce. 

"To  vindicate  tlierefore  the  faith  of  our 
former  Treaties,  os  well  as  to  iBaiiiuin  those 
vebich  we  lately  made,  and  to  protect  and  de- 
fend (bs  iradtr  of  my  subject^  which  has  in 
every  branch  been  violently  aud  ui^uscly  op- 
prosMsl,  it  became  ncecssary  for  our  iiavaJ 
lixces  to  check  tiieir  progress.  It  was  reason' 
able  to  hope,  ibaf  the  success  of  our  anas,  die 
repeated  ^ers  of  irieudtbip,  which  I lure 
iiev«r  ceued  to  make  in  tbe  most  pressing 
manner,  and  tl’c  measures  taken  in  concert 
wiili  tbe  Emperor  aud  the  roost  Cbristiau  king, 
to  restore  toe  public  tranquillity,  would  have 

S reduced  a better  disposition  in  the  court  uf 
pain;  but  I have  received  udurmnlkias,  ilutt 
iustead  of  Ustening  to  our  reniooable  terms  of 
accumaiodnrioD,  Uiat  court  has  lately  given 
orders  at  all  tbe  ports  of  Spoilt  and  of  tbe  West 
ludies,  to  he  out  privateers,  and  to  take  our 

" i am  persuaded  that  a Qritisli  pailiriiaent 
wilt  enable  me  to  resent  sudi  Creotment,  as 
bccoates  us:  and  it  is  with  pleMnrvtbat  lean 
assure  yuu  of  the  ready  and  friendly  resolu- 
tions ot' our  good  brodiortbe  Recent  of  France, 
to  concur  and  Joia  with  me  in  tbe  most  vigor- 
ous meaHirei. 

" Tbe  firm  confidenos  t repose  m tbe  nlfcc- 
lioo  of  aiy  people,  together  wish  my  enraett 
desire  to  ease  them  of  every  eimr$e  not 
abtulutrly  neceasary,  deLeratiDed  me,  imme- 
diately oirer  tlieiacbangc  of  tlie  rmificacioos 
of  our  great  olliiujce,  tn  icake  wrery  tamsider- 
aUo  reduction  of  uiir  biod-tbeces ; nor  owild  I 
better  ctpreis,  ibaa  by  to  doing,  liow  litrle  wc 
apprehend  tbu  nuempis  of  our  enemies  to  dts- 
larb  the  peace  of  my  buigdo^  evt-n  tlioegii 
Spaiu  should  think  fit  tu  cotuiuue  ao«e  (iiae 
ia  war.  Our  naval  force  ir»pt«^«d  in  concert 
with  Mir  nlliea,  will,  I trust  in  Cod,  soon  put  a 
l*pp«  end  to  tlie  troubles  wLicb  the  ambitkiut 
vmrsai  that  court  have  begun,  and  secure  to 
lup  auUjscts  the  execution  of  lie  taaay  treaties 
in  force  telatiag  tq  ,our.  i , , 
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. " GeMlemei)  of  tbe  House  of  Quuiuuns; 

" 1 must  desire  yuu  fo  graui  ms  such  Sup- 
plies, ua  aril  cualdu  me  tu  carry  ua  tlia  service 
of  ilic  year.  ' 1 have  given  ordvri  in  lw.ve  the 
proper  i'ltliiiutes  laid  beluieyou,  whereby  yuu 
willp^ueivu  1 have  reduced  tlie  uxpenue  usiimch 
uurciccuiDStaiu'es  cau  w^l  adiaii,  1 bate  the 
pleasure  ttmbsvrvu  to  you  that  tlie  funds  appro- 
|iriat£d.ibT&iakingtbc  public  debts,  lutve  an- 
sweii'd  abuse  oxpectoiiim.  1 muit  boncTcr 
ivcuouuuiid  to  yuu  to  eoiiiuilee  olvprnper  mo- 
tliods  for  iaiprnviag  them,  by  pievcutiug  the 
Fr.iuds  iunl  Abuses  daily  comontteil  in  tlie 
public  Ueveutws,  oat  doubting  in  nil  y.iur  pro- 
ceedings you  will  hoveliMt  regard  to  the  in- 
viuUhle  presurvaiiot)  of  tlie  public  credit,  which 
umy  quioi  tbu  miiirta  of  all  those  ibut  Imva 
triMUid  taparlia.-neiitary  engagements. 

“ Aly  Ixiids  and  Gentlemen ; 

" There  never  was  a time  when  youe  unani- 
mity,your  vigour,  and  diapaich,  were  more  oe- 
cesaaty  to  to  luauy  good  ends,  as  those  wo  Imva 
uow  iuview.  I have  dune  my  part.  U re- 
luaibs  with  yuu  to  give  tlie  last  tii>U!>ing-to  this, 
great  iTork.  Our  Iriends  and  uui  eaemiea, 
both  ni  liome  aad  abroad,  ore  wailing  tlie  event 
of  your  resaluiiuus : and  I dare  promise  rap- 
self  that  the  first  liare  notbiiig  tu  npprchcad, 
nor  the  others  to  hope,  from  your  camlnct  in 
thisiinporiantJunccure,\vho  have,  doriRg  tbe 
whnlc  course  of  my  reign,  given  such  lively 
proofs  of  your  zeal  and  affectinn  tn  lay  persuii, 
and  Ilf  your  love  to  ytrar  country." 

Debate  tn  the  Lords  m the  Address  cf 
Tkon^.]  Tbe  Kiug  being  withdrawn,  ninl  tlie 
Commoas  returned  to  tbeir  House,  the  lord 
Carteret  uinvod  for  an  Address  of  'Ilionks  (o 
his  majesty,  for  bis  care  in  preserving  the  pob- 
lio  peace,  andthebnlanco  of  power  in  Europe; 
for  the  coiuidombie  reduction  of  tbe  land- 
forces, *'  aud  for  having  obtained  so  ^nt  nnd 
faether  securities  of  die]  Sucoesstoii  to  these 
kingdoms  in  h&  royal  fomily;  as  aim  to  coa- 
gratulale  the  seasoimble  success  uf  bis  ma- 
jesty’s naval  forces ; and  (o  auitre  trim,  Chat 
die  lioBic  wonid  support  him  in  the.  pursuit  of 
those  piodeiit  aud  necessary  tRCosuree  iio  had 
(.alien  CO  secure  tlie  trade  and  quiet  of  these 
kingdoms,  nod  ilie  tranquillity  uf  Europe.  He 
was  seeonded  by  the  lorn  Tenhaoi,  but  several 
j lords  excepted  against  the  congratolatiug  bis 
' majesty  upon  the  seasonable  success  »f  bis 
Naval  Forces,  ood  the  promising  to  support  him' 
in  die  pursuit  of  tiiose  prudent  nnd  necessary 
. measures  be  bad  udtenrbccauso  it  waa,  in  ef- 
fect, to  appitsvea  sea-fight  which  might  bo  o(- 
(onded  wkli  danwous  cousequtnees,  and  give 
Che  sancriou  of  umt  august  nssetnbly  tu  me> 
suiss,  wliidi,  upuri  csnmmauoo,  might  oppe^ 
cidicr  Co  clash  mth  tbe  laws  of  iiutinus,  nnd' 
foriiier  Crearief,  or  to  bo  pr^udiciaJ  to  the  ireria 
^ Greet  Btitain;  chat  according  to  the  con- 
stant usage  of  tbu  House,  they  ought  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  luiuost  cautioa  and  nuuurest  de- 
liberation in  aa  aSair,  wIicreiR  tbe  honour,  aud 

ifilat^tt  .wptfigo  bijjWy  eooeer  aed. 
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LcpH  Strafnrd  in«i»t»d,  Tliat  before  lliej 
•ppr"Te<l  i&e  sen-liglit,  the;  oaglit  ta  be  saiii* 
fieJ  whether  the  s.ime  hupijeii^  beforeor  after 
(he  signing  of  (he  Qundruple  Ailiauce,  anrt 
therefore  moved  for  an  Address  that  sir  Gcoree 
Bviig's  instructions  might  be  laid  before  the 
iiou*e.  To  this  it  was  answered  by 

l/)rd  Stan/iopt,  That  there  was  no  manner  of 
MClsiun  f«T  such  an  Address,  since,  by  his  ma- 
jesty’s cnimnajid,  be  had  ali«ndy  laid  before 
Che  House  the  Treatiesof  whicli  the  late  Sen- 
Fight  wtis  a conietiuence.  and  in  particular 
(be  treaty  for  a defensive  Alliance  between  (he 
emperor  and  his  majesty,  made  atWesiminscer 
(lie  SJih  »|  May,  17 1C;  and  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance for  resloniig  and  settling  the  public 
peace,  signed  at  London  (be  Slid  of  July,  0.  S. 
After  ihiv  Ills  lordship  accounted  at  targe  lur 
the  jvvlice  auil  equity  of  those  Treaties,  which 
were  .nailily  calculat-d  to  preserve,  restore  and 
setile  die  peace  of  Europe,  by  renderiog  the 
treaty  of  Uirecbt  efieciual,  pariicularly  iu  i re- 
ven'ing  tlie  union  of  tlie(wj  great  monarchies 
of  France  and  Spam,  under  one  soseroig.i,  and 
in  wcuriiig  cbe  succession  of  these  kingdoms  in 
bis  miy-siy's  royal  family.  At  the  same  time, 
faislurdsidp  shewed  how  the  court  of  Spsiu  had 
violsied  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  acted 
tgaiiisi'ibe  public  faith  in  attacking  the  emjie- 
far’s  dominiuns,  wliile  be  was  engaged  in  a war 
against  tlie  enemies  of  Christendom,  and  in 
nimt  manner  lliey  had  rejected  his  majesty's 
friendly  ofSces,  and  repeated  olTersof  mediat- 
ing an  accommodation  betweeo  the  emperor 
ami  his  caibolic  majesty.  To  which  purpose 
bis  lordship  gave  the  House  an  account  of  his 
iiCejnumeytn,  and  negociations  in,  Spain.  He 
added,  That  it  wes  high  time  .for  Great  Britain 
to  check  the  growth  of  cbe  naval  power  of 
Spain,  in  order  to  protect  end  secure  the  trade 
Of  die  British  sobjecis,  which  liad  been  vio- 
ieolty  oppressed  by  tlie  .''paniards ; to  which 
purpose  seseral  letters  were  rend:  coociuding, 
that  both  wiili  relation  to  sir  George  Byng’s 
insiructiniis,  and  in  all  other  respects,  in  this 
wholeaSair,  hismajesty  had  aetca  by  the  ad- 
vice of  l.isprivycouncil;  that  he  was  one  of 
that  number;  and  be  diought  it  an  honour  to 
have  advised  his  majesty  to  these  measures,  be- 
cause be  was  persuadal  (hey  imircly  agreed 
with  ibe  honour  and  interest  of  his  country; 
that  be  doulicednot,  but,  upon  the  strictmt  ex- 
amination, tiiese  measures  would  be  app'roved 
of  by  all  true  Englishmen;  nnd  ibat  lie  was 
reedy  to  answer  for  them  witli  hns  heart. 

This  speech  delivered  with  becoming  vebe- 
tnence,  made  a great  impressioii  on  the  whole 
UsemUy,  anrtclxiughses'eral  peers  still  urged, 
that  the  making  war  before  die  declaring  ot  it, 
fas  a manifest  violation  of  the  law  of oalJons; 
end  oitiers  raised  less  maicriat  objections  ; yet 
the  question  lieing  put  upon  the  lord  Carteret’s 
Wotioh,  the  same  wns  airrieil  in  the  afliroiative 
by  83  voices  against  50.  The  Speakers  for  the 
Address  were  the  iorda  Carteret  and  Tenbam, 
*od  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope ; 
Mid  00  (be  otiiet  tide,  the  ilukrs  af  Buaidne* 
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ham,  Devonshire,  and  Argyle.theearli  of  Not- 
tingham, Cowper,  Osltird,  and  Huy,  the  lorda 
North  and  and  Grey,  and  Hircourt. 

The  Lordi'  Addreuof  Thanh.']  Nov.  13. 
TbeLords  prevented  tbeir  Address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We,  your  imijesiy|s  most  ducifiil  and  loyal 
subjects,  ^ Lords  Spiritual  and  Ttinporal  in 
Parliament  asseoibled,  do  return  your  majesty 
our  liumble  chauks  for  your  most  grociii  os  speed) 
from  (be  throne  ; and  desitoto  express  to  your 
majesty  ihetruesensethisUouse  has  ofyoiir  care 
in  preserving  tlie  public  peace,  and  ihe  just  ba- 
lance of  power,  iu  Europe;  and  of  l lie  cruder  re- 
giitd  which  your  majesty  bjsshewa  for  the  trade 
ofyour  sulyects.  The  cmisirierahle  reduclion  of 
the  I^d  Tiirces  which  your  majesty  Las  m.-vde 
at  this  time,  must  fully  saiisfy  all  your  subjects, 
that  you  will  .never  desire  the  ciintiuuance  of 
mure  troops  tlian  wnai  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  their  safety.  In  a must  particolar 
manner  we  thank  your  m.ijesty,  lur  having  ob- 
tained such  great  and  funmer  securities  of  the 
Succession  to  these  kingdoins  in  your  royal  fa- 
mily, as  will,  under  the  blessing  uf  God,  per- 
petuate the  ProieaiaiitSuccevsion  undisturbed. 
We  most  heartily  cougratuluie  your  majesty 
upon  the  seasonable  success  of  yoiir  naval 
Forces ; and  beg  leave  (o  assure  your  tnnjesiy 
ibsc  this  House  will,  to  the  uioiost  of  ilieir 
power,  iiaud  by,  and  soppoit  your  mrjesty,  in 
the  vigorous  pursuit  of  those  prudent  and  oe- 
cessaiy  measures  your  miyestv  has  lukeu,  to 
secure  ibe  trade  and  quiet  of  these  kiugduisf, 
and  tile  tranquillity  of  Europe.” 

The  King’s  Antaer.']  His  Majesty  returned 
tills  answer : 

My  Lords; 

“ I tliankym  for  this  Address,  so  full  of 
duty  Co  me,  and  alfecciou  to  yourcouniry.  I 
caaoat  doubt  but  my  endeavours,  for  the  hap- 
pioess  of  my  people  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  will  actaio  cbe  ends  prop^d,  when 
the  enemies  Co  both  sliall  see  me  iupporiect 
therein  by  tliis  House  with  so  much  warmth 
and  zeal.’’ 

Debate  in  the  Comnms  on  iht  Address  of 
7%<mfts.]  'Hie  Commons  being  returned  to 
their  {loose,  Mr.  Cniggs,  by  his  m^esiy's  com- 
toand,  presented  to  the  House  copies,  iii  Latin, 
of  several  Treaties,  with  a List  of  them  ; and 
Che  title  of  the  copies  of  the  said  Trenties  were 
read,  aild  (ben  the  lord  litnchingbroke  moved, 
“ That  an  bumble  AdJress'be  presented  to  bis 
majesty,  returning  tlie  (banks  of  the  Uuose  for 
his  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne,  and 
for  the  many  and  great  iuitatices  which  lie  has 
therein  given  to  bis  people,  of  liii  cuosianc  en- 
deavours for  their  security  and  welfure  ; That 
the  House  baa  iutires.siisiaciinn  in  those  mea- 
sures which  his  majesty  has  already  taken  for 
strenctheuing  the  Protestanr  Succesiion,  and 
escabushiiig  a lastingtraiiquilli'y  in  Europe; 
aud  particularly  in  relation  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  ; aud  ii  risolvtd  to  eflabte  hit  lu^estv, 
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in  concurresoe  icitb  bUkUifs,  not  only  to  ro- 


dent tbc  ii<juri»  that  crown  baa  already  doo« 
to  tlie  commerce  of  chete  kia^donis,  ui  breach 
of  tlie  treaties  subaisting  Letneco  the  ««o  na- 
tions, but  will  likewbe  support  bim,  in  the  must 
vigiiroiB  and  efitfctuai  manner,  in  such  fanher 
measures  es  liis  majesty  stioll  judge  neemary 
to  complete  the  pnblic  tranquillity,  and  to 
check  the  growth  of  that  naval  power,  which 
must  otherwise  prove  dangerous  to  tlie  trade  of 
tliose  kingdoms,  and  to  the  repose  of  Europe.’* 

The  lord  Hinchiiigbroke  was  backed  by  die 
lord  Tyrconncl,  air  David  Dulrjtuple,  Mr. 
liecfaioere,  Mr.  Cmggs,  Mr.  John  Sinitli,  sir 
Cfilbrrt  lleetUcotc,  sir  Wilfred  Lawson,  Mr. 
Hunipdeii,  Mr.  Aiaiabie,  Mr.  lioscawen,  nnd 
colonel  Bladen  ; but  the  motion  being  opposed 
by  Mr.  Freeman,  Mr.  HeyHhnn),  Mr.  Walpole, 
Mr.  Snell,  Air.  Hiingerford,  Mr.  Herne,  sir  Ju- 
sepb  Jekyll,  Mr.Cowper,sir  William  Wyndham, 
Mr,  Sluppen,  lord  Moleswurtbj  and  general 
Ross,  a warm  debate  ensued. 

The  Country  Party  strenuously  objected 
against  the  wortlr,  ' entire  satisfaction  in  those 

* measures  wliich  his  majesty  bad  already 

* taken.'  In  order  therefore  to  have  these 

words  left  out  of  the  Address,  it  was  alledgcd 
in  the  first  place.  That  it  was  unporliaoien^y 
and  unprecedented,  on  the  drst  d^  of  a ses- 
sion to  enter  upon  particubrs:  That  the  bu- 
siness in  question  being  of  the  highest  import- 
b.^ce,  viz.  peace  or  war,  deserved  the  maturest 
tieliberatitin ; lliat  before  they  approved  of  the 
measures  that  had  been  taken,  (bey  ought  to 
examine  the  Treaties,  and  the  reaswis  on  j 
which  (hose  measures  were  founded,  which  i 
tuust  needs  take  up  some  time ; nnd  tLcrefore  ! 
they  ought,  fgr  the  present,  according  to  the  ' 
usual  custom,  to  content  thenueives  with  ro-  . 
turning  his  majesty  their  thanks  for  his  Speech,  | 
with  general  assurances  of  their  zeal  and  alTec-  | 
tion  for  his  majesty’s  person  and  govcrunient,  : 
and  theu  appoint  a day  to  take  tha  said  Speech  I 
into  consideration.  j 

To  this  the  Courtiers  answered,  that  thongh 
*U  applications  from  the  House  to  the  throoe 
differed  according  ts  (he  various  circumstutces 
of  adairs,  yet  there  were  not  wonting  pre- 
cedents lo  support  the  expressions  eicepted 
•gainst,  of  which  some  instances  were  pro- 
duced i Time  the  Divoiutes  that  had  been 

Rkeu,  were  grounded  (in  Treaties  that  hod 
icii  laid  hefoie  them,  aiul  which  be  ex- 
•luiped  into  as  soon  ns  the  House  thought  fit; 
hut  that  it  was  accessary,  qt  this  critical  junc- 
ture, when  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  bxnl 
eta  this  pqtliainear,  early  to  come  to  n vigpraiui 
(esolatios,  which  wuiild  not  fail  having  its  due 
•reiglit  abroad.  Tltis  was  warmly  opposed  by 
Mr.  H.  Iffu/paie,  wiio  urged,  lUat  it  was 
•eauist  the  coinmnn  rules  of  prudence,  and 
tlie  methods  of  proceeding  in  that  House,  tu 
•pjimve  a thing  before  tlicy  knew  wbat  it  was. 
Ibat  lie  was  ihoruughly  convinced  of,  sad  as 
ready  as  any  person  ia  that  assembly,  tu  ac- 
knowledge liis  mii'esty'j  great  care  for  tbe  ge- 
netH  pease  of  Europe,  and  ibe  interest  of 


Greet  Britain;bui  that  tbegiviagsaDCiiiin,iB  tbe 
maaner  proposed,  to  the  late  measure^  could 
have  no  other  view,  tlian  to  screen  ministers, 
who  were  cnnscious  of  having  dune  somcthuig 
amiss, and,  who  having  begun  a war  against 
Spain,  would  now  make  it  the  parliament's 
war;  coucludiag,  iliat  instead  of  an  entire  sa- 
tisiuction,  they  ought  to  shew  their  entire  dis- 
satisfoctioa  with  a conduct  that  was  cuntrary 
to  tlie  laws  of  uations,  and  a breacli  ofsolenia 
treaties.  Upon  this 

Mr.  Craggs  gave  the  House  an  account  of 
the  meusures  which  the  king  and  his  miuisiets 
bad  pursued  fir  restoring  nod  securing  the  tiin* 
quillitv  of  Europe,  and  said.  That  upon  that 
view  a Treaty  of  defensive  alliance  betweeu  lus 
majesty  and  the  emperor  bad  been  signed  ia 
Muy  1716,  and  by  that  very  gentierasa,  tlifBo  ig 
a iitgli  staiimi,  who  now  excepted  against  tliese 
: measures:  That,  at  cba  same  time,  his  tunjesly 
: sincerely  desired  and  endeavoured  to  maintain 
a perfect  frieadsliip  with  the  king  .of  Spain,  aud 
hud  even  proposed  a defensive  ^liance  to  hint, 
before  he  made  one  with  any  otbek  powers 
Thul  notwithstanding  the  angugc'ineols  his  ma- 
jesty was  under,  to  guaranty  tlie  neutrality  of 
Italy,  and  to  dcfoitd  ^e  empernr  ia  the  posses- 
sion of  Ills  domiiiiont,  wbioh,  upon  the  invasion 
of  Sardinia,  might  have  justified  his  majesty’s 
assieling  hi*  imperial  mqjcsty  ngaiusi.Spiua;  yet 
the  king  chose  rather  to  act  as  a friendly  media- 
101*,  and,  in  concert  with  tlic  r^nc  of  France, 
endeavoured  to  find  out  means  of  reconciling 
the  interests  of  Uie  emperor  and  of  tbe  king  of 
Spuin,  as  die  only  way  to  put  a stop  to  tbe 
wnr  threaleucd  Italy,  and  in  which  sU 
Europe  might  be  involved  i timt  the  Catholic 
king  ivas  olteo  wdicited  by  tbe  Britisb  loim'stert 
at  Madrid,  t*  concur  wiili  bit  majesty's  good 
intentions,  nnd  to  give  such  iiutructiooi  to  the 
Spaniidi  ininUtcr  here,  at  would  put  it  in  his 
majesiy’s  power  to  stand  up  for  the  interest  and 
Advantages  ofSpain  in  the  eusuitig  negotiaiiuns: 
that  tbc  Catholic  king  having  decliii^  to  con- 
cert measures  iviih  Great  Brilain,  and  de- 
DMUidiDg,  in  ^oerahsatislsciion  forthe  breaciiet 
lie  pretended  tbe  emperor  had  maile  apon  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  tlie  baiauce  of  power  in 
Europe,  and  tlie  seenrity  and  liberty  of  the 
priaces  and  states  of  Italy,  all  that  bis  majesty, 
with  tlte  regent's  nssistnuce,  could  du,  vr»  to 
obtain  of  tlte  emperor  such  eonditiotu  u were 
tbou|lit  mnet  ugreeabfo  to  Ids  catholic  majesty  i 
to  wit,  au  absolute  leiiuncwtion  of  tbe  mo- 
aurchy  of  Spoilt  end  the  Indies,  and  a very  cou- 
sidcrable  settlemeut  in  Italy  for  a 
Spain,  paUir.ularly  the  great  duchy  of  Tuscanys 
tlmt  as  the  emperor’s  pretensions  to  Sicily  were 
the  prmcipal  rensons  of  Ids  upposiog  (be  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  from  whidi  be  could  not  nl'icrwards 
he  brauglit  off  by  (ha  Treaty  of  Bndeo.  it  be^ 
came  necessary,  towards  on  accommodation,  tn 
disiKHe  of  time  island  in  favour  of  bis  imperid 
asqjesty,  of  whom,  upoa  liisit  cousiderstiim,  lus 
mqjesty  and  the  regent  of  France  obtained  (^ 
disposition  of  Sariunia  in  favour  of  tlie  king  m 
Sicily:  tltactlieftwecetbe  pducipal  Aiticla  <* 
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tlw  Tre»ty  nf -lUmnce,  for  restoring  nnd  setilinj 
tb«  puMic  (leace,  oominniil;p  called  ilie  Uua* 

I dnpIaAUiaace.K'tiichwniRlous  wliilcdepeiMl* 
jnj,  tutd  at  lu»e  signed  here,un  the  «2d  of  July, 
1718:  that  in  order  lufiippurt  Uia  views  of  (bn 
Tfeat^i  “•  weight  to  llte  endeavours  for 
restoring  the  tranqaillity  of  Europe,  bis  majesty 
jKquainced  (be  Commona,  towards  (lie  eud  of 
the  last  stssion  of  parlisment,  that  he  intended 
to  employs  naval  force  when  itshould  be  ne- 
ceesay;  whereupon  ibis  House  unanimously 
resolved  to  return  bn  majcsiy  tbeirTlianss  for 
bis  unwearied  endeavoors  to  protnuie  the  wel- 
fore  of  bis  kingdoms,  and  to  preserve  die  (rao- 
auility  of  Eorope;  and  to  assure  bis  mijesty, 
^t  they  would  make  good  sach  exceedings  of 
men  for  the  sea  service  for  ibe  year  17 18,  as  bis 
onjesty,  in  his  royal  wisdom,  should  find  neoes- 
sart  to  obtain  those  desirable  ends:  That  this 
etianioious  desolation  undoubtedly  implied  an 
entire  satisfactioD  in  the  measures  bis  majesty 
was  at  that  time  concerting  for  preserving  the 
tnusquilliiy  of  Eorope;  and  if  an  action  has 
siace  happened  in  consequence  of  those  mea- 
lores,  this  cannot,  with  any  juitice,  be  called  the 
Wsrof  the  Ministers,  but  rather  the  War  of  ilie 
Parliament:  that,  however,  it  was  not  with  de- 
sign of  making  war,  but  only  of  restoriog  peace, 
timt  bis  majesiy  sent  a strong  squadron  into  tbe 
Alediterraiiean : tbai,  panuant  to  this  view,  as 
toon  as  sir  George  Byng  reached  tlie  Coast  of 
Spain,  be  wrote  a letter  to  (bat  king,  desiring 
I him  to  accept  hie  majescy’s  mediation,  and  to 
I desist  from  the  hostilities  already  b^n;  offef- 
' rap  him  bis  service,  either  to  withdraw  bis 
(roopB,  or  even  to  assist  him,  in  case  tbe  em- 

Cr  shoatd  not  consent  to  ii  suspension  of 
i;  which  the  admiral  proposed  while  on  ac- 
ceramedoiinn  should  be  negociaied;  that  the 
Spaniard,  having  widi  liaughtinets  rejected  his 
majesty's  repeated  amicable  proposals,  and  not 
only  persisted  in  the  violation  of  the  poblie 

Eeace,  hy  the  invasion  of  Sicily,  but  likewise 
roke  through  moslsoteom  treaties  for  the  se- 
curity of  our  Trade,  it  became  necessary  for  his 
najesiy's  naval  fiirces  te  check  these  insolent 
and  violent  proceedings,  os  well  (o  maintain  the 
filth  of  his  majesty's  engagemeais,  and  prevent 
the  cooseqaences  of  this  war,  as  to  protect  and 
defend  the  tradeaf  ibefiritish  subjects,  which  la- 
bours under  the  heaviest  hardships  and  diSciil- 
(ies.— Te  confirm  this  last  assertion, 

Col.  B/adra  produced  a list  ef  many  mer- 
#tant  ships,  taken  or  detained  by  the  Spaniards. 

IHr.  A.  Walpole  having  mada  solemn  profes- 
srambf  bisduly  and  alTectianto  tbe  kmg,»nd«f 
bis  readiness  to  acknowledge  his  majesty's  toyal 
aitre  end  constant  endeavoors  for  tbe  security 
and  welfore  of  his  people,  and  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe;  bm db-tlnguisbiog  between  bismnjeiiy 
and  Ms  ministers,  and  shewing  an  UTiwiHingness 
*0  approve  the  measures  pursued  by  the  latwr, 
*Dtnl  the  treaties  oil  whicD  those  measnrrs  were 
founded,  had  been  fully  and  maturciy  exa- 
Sained; 

Mr.  Crtgp  mdily  admitted  of  the  disiino- 
^on  betneen  the  king  luid  bis  iBiiu»iet»,id(liiig, 
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That  be  observed  tvilli  a greet  tlea)  of  pleasure, 
bow  unankiious  they  were  all  for  tbe  king,  and 
tbet  he  slmnld  be  extreinely  eorry  if  the  niinie- 
ters  ebould  be  (be  occasion  of  any  driuy  in  elie 
House’s  expressing  their  duty  and  aiTectimi  to 
bisniojesly;  (bat  he  owned  iniuisters  were  not 
infalHMe;  that  he  badtbehoiraur  to  be  one  of 
his  majesty's  servants,  and  liad  gone  as  great 
teogtbs  Rsanyin  (ho  measures  thnt  bad  beea 
taken  : but  timt  he  was  so  positive,  that  in  tbe 
course  of  this  whole  oifnir  nothing  had  been 
done  that  was  not  cutirely  condstent  with  the 
faitii  of  treaties,  and  the  honour  and  interest  uP 
the  nation,  that  he  durst  pramise,  buili  foV  him 
self  and  the  rest  of  the  ministers,  that  if  the 
House  came  iato  this  vote, which  be  tlioeght  oP 
(be  highest  importance  at  this  critical  juncture, 
no  manner  of  advantage  would  be  taken  of  it  to 
palliateany  faults,  which,  through  liumanfrailty. 
might  have  been  committed:  aotl  that  for  Ins 
own  part  he  was  ready  to  uoaergo  the  severest 
e.taniiuation,  whenever  Uie  House  should  think 
fit  to  enquire  into  tbe  conduct  of  the  ministry. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  questiou  being 
at  last  put,  npon  the  lord  Hinebiugbroke’s  mo- 
tion, it  was  carried  lo  (be  aforuialive  by  216 
totes  agalust  ISS. 

The  Contmon^  Address  (^Thanki.'l  Nov.  IS, 
The  lord  Uinebingbruke  reported  the  Address, 
which  on  the  IStli  was  presented  to  bii  ma- 
jesty, ax  tidhiws: 

“ May  h please  your  Majesty  ; 

“ We  your  Majesty's  mint  dotifol  and  )oyal 
tobjecis,  (he  Commons  of  Great  Britum  in  par- 
liament aseembled,  do  Vetorn  our  must  sincerd 
and  unfeigned  thanks  to  ymir  sncred  majesty 
for  your  most  gracious  Speech  from  tlie  tlirone, 
and  for  tiic  many  nnd  great  instances,  which 
yaa  have  been  graciously  pleasvd  therein  to 
give  your  people,  of  your  coosiant  endeavuirs 
for  their  secuiiiy  nod  welfare. 

“ It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  (hat  we 
hare  this  oppnnUnity  to  assure  your  oipjesiy, 
tiiac  we  hnvu  entire  sacisfticcinn  in  those  mea- 
sures which  you  have  already  taken,  for  strengtli- 
eninz  the  Protestant  Succession  to  ibe  crown  of 
these  realms  in  your  own  fainily,  and  f.<r  esta'o- 
iisliing  a lasiiug  tranquillity  in  Europe,  and  par^ 
ticularly  in  relation  to  tbe  crown  el  Spain ; and 
we  are  resolved  un  our  parts,  tn  the  ncniost  of 
our  power,  to  enable  youi  majemy,  in  coniur- 
rence  will)  your  allies,  not  only  p>  riscnt  the 
injuries  which  that  crown  bas  already  dune  to 
Che  commerce  of  theee  kingdoms,  in  Ircacti  uf 
tbe  Treaties  subsisting  bciween  the  two  nations, 
but  will  likewise  support  your  majesty  in  Uie 
most  vigorous  and  eneciual  maimer,  in  sucb 
iWtber  measures  as  in  ynur  great  wi^m  ynu 
siml)  judge  uecessory  tu  couiplete  the  public 
traiiuuillity,  and  (u  check  tbe  growth  of  that 
naval  power,  which  must  otberwue  prove  dan- 
gerous Co  Ibe  trade  efiliese  kingdoms,  and  tli< 
repose  of  Europe. 

*'  We  should  be  wanting  in  oor  duty  lo  yonf 
majesty,  if  we  did  not  express,  in  the  roost  al- 
foctionatt  manner,  (he  great  huk  we  bate  of 
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tljBt  iMtanca  of  jour  tender  cnncerrt  for  the 
ease  of  jour  people,  in  die  further  reduction 
Ttliich  jou  have  luade  of  jour  Lend  Fotees ; 
which  must  be  aecepied  lij  uU  jour  good  »ub- 
jecu.  M the  strongest  proof  of  jour  wisduin  und 

^ “ \\  e crave  loHve  to  concur  with  jnursacred 
niiij'^sij,  that  regard  must  nJwajs  be  had  to  the 
iiiriohible  firestrvstum  of  the  public  cicdit,  fur 
tlie  quiet  ai|d  jiutsecuritj  uf  all  those  »ho  have  | 
trus.id  to  parlietneoturj  etigageoieiils. 

• “ Aud  du  fartlier  ii!>sure  juur  iiiajestj,  That 
we  will  bj  our  conduct  in  this  iuiponant  Juiic- 
tore,  give  juur  inajeslj  and  the  whole  world  all 
imaeninhle  ptoofe  of  our  zeal  and  mTiulaUe 
ciutj  and  affertion  to  jOur  person  and  govern- 
meut,  and  of  our  love  to  our  countrj." 

Z'A«  Kiuf.’'*  Jiuzeer.]  llis  Majestj’s  Answer 
wasRsf-llows; 

<•  Geu  leuien, 

“ I am  eatren.elj  sensible  of  the  dutj  and  af* 
{lectinii  JOU  expre's  to  nij  penun:  jour  vigour 
and  re-c,lut"in  to  support  me  will  cncourtfe  uor  , 
friends,  und,  bj  tlie  blessiiiq  of  Gud,  enable  me 
to  deleft  the  ill  grounded  iiopes  of  our  enemies; 
as  1 am  p‘-rstiBded  the  iircrssiijnnd  usefulness 
of  jour  procerdiofs  will  be  approved  bj  tlie 
evetil,  I do  r'-uirii  you  nij  very  lieartj  ihiioks 
for  this  lojal  Address,” 

J Suj/pfy  granted.]  Nov.  19.  The  Com-  j 
moos  pursuant  to  their  Address  imuiedietelj  j 
voted  a Supply.  Tbev  elluwed  fur  the  sea  ser> 
vipe  111, sub  sailurs  at  il.  a month  curb,  a>  ' 
muuiitiug  to  702.000/.  Twelve  ibousaud  four 
huuilred  tliirtvfive  men  were  voted  fur  tlie  laud 
service.  »bo>e  pay  amuuuted  to  52C,9(54/.  lit. 
8d.  Thesesunis,  with  wimt  was  voted  Ibr  making 
good  debcieiicies,  fur  the  ordinary  uf  the  uavy, 
and  other  things,  atnuunied  in  nil  to  2,3i7>681/. 
19s.  Tills  supply  was  raised  by  n land  tax,  of 
Ss.  iu  the  pound,  the  malt-tax  and  a lottery  for 
500.000/.  The  bills  for  tlie  land  nod  mali-iax 
were  presented,  aud  both  passed  in  one  day,  a 
dispatch  not  to  be  paralleled  iu  any  pariiaineut 
since  the  lievolution. 

Behalf  in  the  Lordsm  !ht  Bill  for  Hrength’ 
eninq  <Ae  Prolalant  Interett.]  Oecember  13. 
After  the  Lords  bud  passed  a bill  * For  quiet- 
ing and  vstablisliing  Corporations,' 

The  L >rd  StanAope  stood  up  and  said,  That, 
in  bis  opinion,  a lliiilg  of  greater  importance, 
and  becoming  tiie  wisdom  of  tfint  august  as- 
seiiiblj,yct  remained  to  he  done,  in  order  to 
settle  the  minds,  and  unite  tlie  hearts  iind  af- 
fecuuus  of  the  well  affected  to  the  present 
happy  esiablishmenc ; nnd  that  for  that  par- . 
pose,  be  had  a hill  to  offer  to  the  House,  inti- 
tied,  ‘ Au  Act  fur  streoetbeuing  the  Protestant 
‘ interest  in  tiitse  kingdoms*,’  which  lie  de- 


*  “ The  king,  judging  by  the  disposition  of 
the  pariiaineut,  tiiui  it  would  be  a proper  lime 
to  execute  u design,  be  bad  long  been  meiti- 
tatiiig,  resolving  to  attempt  it  ibis  sesriun. 
£vvr  kinue  his  accession  to  the  throne  be  had 


sired  might  be  read.  It  being  the  pncilece  of  | 
every  peer  to  bring  in  such  u Bill  as  he  ibinks  , 
projier)  without  tlie  previous  leave  of  the 
llou-e,  ilie  said  hill  was  read,  importing  a re- 
peal of  part  of  the  Act  of  the  lOiii  year  of  her  ] 
isle  majesty's  reign,  iiilitolcd,  * An  Act  fur  i 
‘ pieserviiis  the  Protestant  Eebgidn,  by  better  I 
‘ seciiriiig  iiie  Cborcb  of  BngUnd,  and  agaimt  > 
‘ Occasional  Conformity as  also  nf  the  act  of 
tlie  JSth  of  her  late  majesty's  reign,  * To  pre- 
‘ vent  the  Growth  of  Schism;  and  of  some 
‘ clauses  in  the  Test  and  Corporation  acts.' 
Tlie  lord  Sianliopc  having  moved,  That  it 
might  be  reed  n tecond  time,  tbe  same  ucca-  j 
siuiied  a lung  debate:  wherein  the  lorii  Stan-  ' 
liope  eudeavoored  to  shew  the  eqoity,  reason- 
ableness, and  advantage  of  restoring  Dissenters 
to  their  oaiora!  rights,  and  of  easing  them  of  | 
the  stigmatising  and  o|>pressive  laws,  made 
against  them  in  iiirbulrnc  times,  and  obtained 
by  indirect  methods,  for  no  other  reason  than 
liecause  they  ever  shewed  their  zealous  and 
firm  adherence  to  tbe  Kevnlmion  and  Pro-  ' 
testant  Succession ; urging,  Thai  this  desirable 
union  of  oil  true  Protestants,  as  it  would  cer- 
tainly strengthen  the  Protestant  iuterest,  to 
would  it  rather  be  an  advantage,  than  any 
pr^udice  to  the  church  of  £ni>Lind,  by  hiw 
esiublished,  which  would  still  be  the  bead  of 
all  the  Protestant  churches;  and  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  become  the  patriarch  of 
all  the  proiestom  cle^. 

Lord  Stanliope  was  seconded  by  the  earls  of 
Slninptiird  and  Suuilerlund,  and  some  other 
lords;  but  the  dukes  of  Duckingbam  and  De* 


assured  .the  church  of  Eiiglnnd  of  his  proiee- 
lion,  bat  at  the  same  time  declared  for  a just 
Tolcrattoo,  by  removing  the  odious  disuncUuns 
iKiCwcen  cburcbmen  and  non-confonniscs.  In 
the  former  session  lie  had  plainly  enough  dis- 
covered bis  iiiten'ion,  but  tbe  prosecution  of  it 
was  prevented,  by  the  misundcrscaading  among 
the  Whigs.  The  Dissenters,  besides  Occa- 
sional and  Schism  Bills,  lay  under  the  weight 
of  llie  Sacraiiieutal  Test.  As  they  hod  been 
zealous  asserters  of  the  Froteuant  succession, 
they  expected  to  be  relieved  from  these  burdens 
as  Boon  as  tbatSuccession  took  place.  Tu  that 
end  consultations  had  been  lield  the  last  year, 
but  without  anv  eficci.  The  affair  was  now 
resumed,  and  Jebated  by  the  Dissenters  k) 
many  meetings,  in  several  parts  of  tlie  king- 
dom. Tlie  toajr.riiy  in  these  meetings  wei« 
fora  geueral  repeat  of  the  acts  that  they  eliought 
hardships  upon  ilieiii,  or  leaving  matters  as  they 
stood.  But  they  were  assur^  that  tbe  king 
bad  pressed  the  aflhir  to  ibe  utmost  mtb  the 
ministers,  and  that  tlie  lord  Sunderland  said, 
‘ It  was  iinpraciiciible,  and  tu  attempt  u repi'sl 
' of  tbe  Test  woulil  ruin  all.'  Upon  liiis  tlie 
Test  was  given  up,  alter  assurances  tlmt  the 
Test-act  should  also  lie  repealed  in  a more 
proper  time.  Earl  Stanbupe  therefore  was 
to  move  fur  a repent  of  tlie  Occasional  and 
Schism  Acts  passed  in  the  latter  end  uf  (he 
reign  of  queen  Aiuie.''  TMah 
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voKshire,  tlie  eatU  of  Nottingham,  Ajlcsforil,  i were  broke  with  respect  to  one  cliurch,  it  might 
Oifotd,  Cnwper,  and  Kay,  the  lord  viscount  ufierwards  lie  a precedent  to  break  Lhein  wiiU 
Towntliend,  and  the  lord  North  nnd  Grey,  en-  respect  to  the  oclior. 

deavuured  tn  put  nO*  lire  second  reading  uf  the  'I  he  Ia>rd  North  anii  Grey  spoke  also  against 
Bill  to  a long  day.  'I'hey  alledged,  Tbut  cl. is  the  bill,  and  urged,  Tliai  this  vras  an  aflair  of 
Bill,  instead  of  strengthening,  would  certainly  to  great  importance,  that  it  ought  to  be 
iteakeir the  church  of  England;  by  plucking  maturely  considered,  nod  debated  in  A full 
oif  her  best  feathers,  investing  her  eiieiiiin  ilnuse;  nnd  a great  many  oiembers  being  ab> 
with  power,  and  sharing  with  them  cit’d  and  seat,  hislordshipmoved  “Thnt  the  secondrend- 
niilitnry  eiiipluymeiics,  of  which  cburcb*uien  mg  might  be  put  off  for  a mouili;  and  that 
only  are  now  in  possestiion.  the  Lonl  Chancellor  he  onlered  lo  write  cir> 

The  lluke  of  Dcvoiu/iire,  in  particular,  sng-  cular  letters  to  suuimon  all  (ho  liirds  to  uuend,. 
gested,  I'bnt  it  was  irregular  in  bring  in  a Ull  upon  the  severest  penalty  (he  Huu>e  could  in- 
of  sn  great  consequence  wiiboui  previously  oc>  flict." 

quaintmg  the  House : But  it  was  readily  an-  The  Duke  of  Buckinglinni  was  of  his  lord- 
sweied  >w  ship's  opinion,  as  tn  tbe  putting  off  the  second 

Lord  iVan&ape,  that  his  grace  had  forgot  that  reariing  to  a long  day ; but  thought  it  needless 
abou' twn  years  before  be  brought  in  iiiinself,  to  give  the  Lord  Cliancellor,  who  had  business 
in  the  same  manner,  a bill  of  inucb  greater  enmigli  upon  liis  bauds,  the  trouble  of  writing 
consequence.*  circular  letters:  and  therefore  his  grace  sug- 

TbeEarlof  Nottingham  said  upon  ibis  oc-  gested.  That  every  lord,  then  present,  might 
easioii,  Tbnt  the  cburchnfEoglaiidis  certainly  write  to  bis  absent  friends,  to  acquaint  ilicm 
the  happiest  church  in  the  world,  since  even  with  what  was  depending  in  tlie  House;  and 
the  greatest  contradictions  cuntribuie  to  her  hewas  sine  such  letters  would  be  more  Accep- 
support : For  notliing  could  be  more  contra-  table  and  effectual  than  a formal  suinmous. 
diciory  than  a bill  which  is  said  to  be  calcu-  Thecourtpany  being  unwilling  to  let  this 
Isted  to  strengthen  the  Protestant  Interest,  anil  affair  cool,  by  odjourning  it  so  long,  (he  eurl  of 
llw  church  of  England,  and  which  at  the  same  liny  proposal.  "That  the  second  reading  might 
lime  repeals  two  acts  that  were  made  lur  her  ouly  beput  off  till  Thursday  ihe  ISlh  of  Ue- 
furihersecurity.  ceinber,"  wLicb  wasagreed  to  without  dividing. 

The  Karl  Cm'prr  madealso  a long  speech  Accordingly,  upon  that  day,  tliehill  was  rea’l 
againsi  siimc  parts  of  the  hill;  and,  among  a second  time,  and  a motion  msde  for  com- 
olhei  iiiiogs,  said,  That  be  liad  no  manner  of  mitting  it  to  a committee  of  lbs  whole  House; 
prejudice  agninst  the  Dissenters,  blit  rather  a but  this  being  opposed  by  the  earl  of  Notciog- 
teuder  regr^  for  them ; that,  as  he  bad  been  ham,  and  some  other  peers, 
breriin,siibcbad(:vercoaimunicHted  witli  the  The  Earl  of  CAofmoHdrf^  suggested,  that  he- 
Church  of  England,  which  lie  believed  to  be  fore  they  proceeded  any  fariher,  iu  an  affair 
Ihe  best  ProU’itanc  church,  and  the  most  agree-  nbereiii  the  Chuich  was  so  nearly  enneemod, 
abletolbe  primitive  pattern  of  Christianity;  ha  thought  it  very  proper  to  have,  in  (he  firit 
hoc  that,  however,  if  lie  had  happened  to  be  at  place,  tlie  opinion  ol  that  venerable  bench, 
Ceueva,  he  would  not  have  scrupled  to  have  pointing  to  niy  lords  the  bishops.  This  beiug 
conainnicatedwiih  Uie  Pniiesiams  there.  That  unnnimously  as-ented  to, 
he  was  for  giving  the  Dissenters  as  much  ease,'  Tlie  Archbisliop  of  Canterbury  * stood  up, 
as  was  coBsisteiit  with  the  safety  of  the  consti-  and  declared  a^insC  the  bill,  for  wbicli  .his 
tuiion  iu  church  a .d  state,  and  would  readily  grace  gave  his  reasons,  importing  iu  subilsoce, 
give  bisvote  furthe  repealingof  ibe  Schism  act;  That  the  acts  which  by  this  biit  were  loberc- 
hat  that  he  could  not  but  oppose  tliat  part  of  pealed,  are  the  main  bulwark  ami  supporters 
the  hill  now  laid  before  ibem,  whereby  part  of  of  the  estaldislied  church;  that  he  bed  all 
the  Tree  and  Corporation  Acts  were  eifec-  imaginuble  tenderness  for  ail  the  well-mean- 
lually  repaaled,  with  relation  to  Dissenters ; ing  conscientious  Dissenters ; but  he  could 
hecausehu  lo’.ked  upon  those  acts  as  the  main  not  forbear  sayiug,  that  some  amongst  them 
bulwark  of  oureicellent  constitution  iu  church  made  a wroug  use  of  the  favour  and  indulgence 
and  state,  and  therefore  would  have  them  in-  that  was  shewn  them  upon  the  lUvidutioa. 
violabty  preserved  aoil  untnuebed.  though  they  bail  the  least  share  in  that  happy 

The  Earl  of  Hay,  upon  this  occasion,  said,  event;  and  therefnreit  was  thought  necessary 
in  substance,  Tliut  everybody  knew  he  was  for  the  legislature  to  iciterpoie,  and  put  a stop 
educated  in  a different  way  foan  the  church  of  to  tlie  scandalous  practice  ot  Occasional  Cnw 
Sagland ; buineverilieless,  he  could  not  but  furmiiy,  which  was  condemned  by  the  soberest 
^ against  this  bill,  because,  in  his  opiniuu,  it  part  of  the  Dissenters  them  elves.  And  as  to 
brnka  p,cta  Conveiita  of  the  treaty  of  ibe  Act  against  Sclusro,thou<li  it  tnny  carry  a 
Uoiun,  by  which  (be  bounds,  bntli  of  the  church  face  of  severity,  yet  it  seemed  needless  In  make 
of  England,  and  uf  the  church  of  Scotland,  a law  to  repeal  it,  since  no  adv.iniage  bad  beea 
*<re  fixed  and  settled  ; and  that  he  was  ap-  taken  of  it.  against  the  dissenters,  eter  siitCA 
ptehensive,  that  if  (he  Articles  of  the  Uniun  it  was  mado. 

. *Seethedebaienn  the  Septennial  Bill,brriught  * Dr.  William  Wake.  For  a short  Account 
by  the  duke  of  Devonshire,  p.  j!93.  ^ of  Uni,  see  vol.  6^  p,  860. 
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The  Archbishop  of  TorA*spnk«  onthe  same  , 
tide,  and  Said,  That  the  arguments  used  t!ie  ; 
other  day  for  this  bill,  bad  na  more  ireiehc  with 
him,  than  they  bad  cvilfi  bis  lirutber  of  Cnnler- 
bury.  Hh  ^race  uijtcd,  in  particular,  Che  dao* 
ger  of  (rusting  ibc  Disiseaters,  the  open  and 
avowed  enemies  of  the  church,  with  power  and 
authurity ; and  endeavoared  to  account  for  the 
acts  against  Occasional  Conformily  and  Schism, 
by  saying,  they  were  only  for  self-delence  and 
sclf-preservatiun,  and  not  for  persecution ; 
adding,  chat  Dissenters  were  ncrer  to  be  gained 
by  indulgence.  To  that  purpose,  he  quoted  a 
passage  out  uf  a trealise,  iocicled,  “ A Persua- 
sive to  Lay  Conformily,”  written  by  a prelate, 
tvfio,  it « as  inainuaied,  had,  stuee  the  writing  of 
that  book,  embraced  and  maintamed  other 
principles.  Uis  grace  also  took  this  opporin- 
oity  (0  clear  the  clergy  of  the  Establislied 
Church,  from  the  aspersion  of  disaffection  to 
the  present  liappy  aetllenieiit,  by  inscaucing 
two  divines,  who,  during  the  lace  onnaturel  re- 
belliim,  had  given  signal  proofs  of  their  loyalty 
nnil  seal  for  his  majesty’s  person  and  govern- 

The  Bishop  of  Bangor,  f wlio  spoke  nest. 


• Sir  William  Dawes.  “ Ue  was  born  at 
Lyons  near  Braintree,  Es’ex,  I2th  September 
isn.  From  Mercbiint-Taylor’a  school  he 
went  to  St.  John's  College,  Oxford  j hut  about 
two  years  afler,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
bis  two  elder  brothers,  and  his  inheriting  (lie 
esuies  of  bis  fniher,  sir  Julin  Dawes,  bart.  he 
removed  to  Caoiliridge,  as  nobleman  of  Ca- 
tharine Ilall.  Soon  after  Caking  liis  degree  of 
M.  A.  he  married  Frances  daughter  of  sir  Tho- 
mas Darev,  Olid  nt  tlie  proper  age  emered  imu 
orders,  and  in  1096,  after  being  made  D.  D.  by 
royal  mandate,  he  was  elected  muster  of  his 
College.  King  William,  who  ims  pleased  with 
one  of  bis  sermons,  gave  hima  prebend  of  Wor- 
cester, and  he  was  afterwards  made  rector  tind 
dean  of  Bncking,  Essex,  in  every  siiuncion  re- 
commending himsi-lf  to  the  good  opinion  of  his 
tici^ibours,  by  Ins  affable,  benevolent,  atid 
charitable  conduct.  On  the  accession  of  Queen 
Anne,  he  was  made  ooeof  the  royal  chaplaias; 
but  a sermon  which  he  preached  ufi*ended  some 
Af  his  ministers,  and  the  see  ofLincoln  intended 
for  him,  was  confiMTed  on  Wake,  lfU5.  Two 
years  after,  however,  tlie  Queen  named  him  for 
(he  see  of  Chester,  and  in  1714  he  was  trans- 
iated  to  York,  lie  died,  3uih  April  1724.” 
Lempriere. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Iloadiy.  “ He  was  born 
Nov.  14, 167fl,  at  Wesierham,  in  Kent.  His 
father  was  for  some  time  master  of  Norwich 
Orainraar  school.  Young  Iloadiy  entered  at 
Catharine-llall,  Cembriilge,  1692,  aud  became 
lifterwards  a tielluw  of  the  society.  In  1706, 
be  began  his  irteraiy  career  hy  an  attack  on 
Atterhury's  sermon  on  Dr.  Bennect's  fimeral, 
smd  two  years  after  he  attacked  another  ser- 
Inoil  of  tbe  same  author,  an  the  Power  of  Cha- 
rity to  cover  sin.  HisMeaiures  ofOlitdtcace, 
on  the  d.o<;ffme,pf,.Mn-^|;5Wcej  ,tp.  pfeTiWd; 


I answered  the  archbishop  of  Yurk,  particularly 
. with  relation  to  the  pissnge  quoted  out  of  one 
orhisTreueises.  lie  ssid.  He  was  so  far  from 
having  altered  liis  principles,  that  betli  bi-fore 
and  after  ho  had  been  promoted  to  tbe  station 
be  held  in  the  cliurcti,  he  had  endeavoured  tn 
brnigover  the  Dissenters ; but  that  he  ever  was  of 
opinion,  that  gentle  means  are  the  most  effec- 
(ua)  fur  that  purpose.  After  this  he  endea- 
Tourerl  to  shew  iit  large  the  unrensonableaesf 
and  ill  policy  of  imposing  religious  tests,  as  ■ 
qualification  for  civil  or  military  employments, 
which  abridges  men  of  their  iminral  rights,  de- 
prives the  elate  of  theseiyicc  of  many  of  its 
best  snbjects,  and  exposes  the  most  sacred  in- 
sticuiioiis  aud  urilinaiices  tn  he  abused  by  pru- 
piisne  and  irreligions  persons.  He  also  eudea- 
vnored  toprove,  ihattbe  Occasional  and  Sebisn 
Acis,  were,  in  effect,  persccifting  laws;  mid 
that  hy  admitting  the  principle  of  self-defeaed 
and  self-preservaiion  in  inaictrs  of  religion,  all 
tbe  persecutions  of  the  Hentliens  gainst  the 
Christians,  and  even  the  popish  inquisitioa, 
may  be  .justified.  As  to  the  power  of  which 
some  clergymen  appeared  su  food  and  so  jea- 
lous, he  owned,  that  the  desire  of  power  and 
riches  is  natural  to  all  men  ; bat  that  he  had 
learned  both  from  reason  and  the  gospel,  that 
this  desire  must  keep  within  doe  Munds,  and 


the  Commons  in  1709,  * that  they  petitioned 
the  queen  to  reward  bh  services  in  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religions  liberty,  by  some  honnra^ 
preferment.  He  was,  however,  neglected, 
though  made  rector  of  Sercatham,  Surrey,  by 
Airs.  Huivlaiid,  till  tbe  reign  of  George  the 
First,  when  he  was  in  1713  raised  to  the  see  of 
Bangor.  Party  disputes,  however,  and  the  fear 
of  his  personal  eocmies,  detained  him  in  the 
metropolis,  so  (Imt  he  never  visited  his 
bishopric.  At  this  lime  bis  sermon  on  the 
words,  ‘ My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,’ pro- 
duced a violent  dispute  for  many  years,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Bangorian  Controversy, 
whicli,  though  at  first  attacked  (be  temporsi 
power  only  nf  the  clergy,  soon  extended  lo  the 
rights  of  princes.  In  this  controversy  he  bad 
for  opponents.  Dr.  Snape,  and  the  still  more 
fonnidabie  William  Law,  who  In  Some  points 
triumphed  in  the  general  opinion  over  him. 
From  Bangor  he  Was  translated  to  Hereford, 
and  afterwards  to  Salishnry,  and  lastly  to  Win- 
chester, where  he  conthmed  S6  vears.  Ue  dl^ 
17tb  April  1761,  aged  6S,  ftnj  was  buried  in 
Winchester  Cathedral,  vVbere*  neat  monument, 
with  a Latin  inscription,  written  by  himself, 
records  the  evefics  t>i  his  life.  As  a wriiff  I* 
possessed  great  abilities ; be  was  a keen  dispu- 
tant, but  bb  style  was  inelegant,  andbiAg^ 
riods,  as  Pope  observes, ' were  of  a mile.'  Hii 

writings,  which  ar«  fnmieroos,  are  enumerated 

in  the  Biographm  Britannics,  oii  the  aatbonty 
of  his  son.  They  have  appeared  in  4 vote,  foh^ 
Akcoside,  among  other  poets,  has  paid  a heBO' 
some  Uibule  to  bis  inemury.'’  LemprihrC. 

„ • 
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1301  iacreacb  upon  tbs  right!  wid  iiberliet  of  our  > 
fsl|ow-cre&iure>  sncl  coHuirymen. 

Tlis  BUliop  of  * nlio  spoke  octt,  on  ' 

lbs  uppoeit^  wdci  cliictly  urged.  That  Uie  lute 
bing  William  having  recomueaded  to  both 
Buitss!  from  the  liirouc,  that  they  would  leave 
room  for  the  admission  of  all  Prutegiauts  that 
were  Mnllmgnnd  able  to  serve ; and  a clause  hav- 
ing tliereupou  been  oScred  to  be  inserted  in  a bill, 
dspetidiiig  in  the  Lords'  House,  to  take  awnv  ilie 
pscessit;  of  receiving  the  Sacrooitiil,  to  make 
a mao  cspalde  of  enjoyuig  any  oflit  e,  eniploy- 
laeni,  or  place  of  trust  j the  said  clause  was 
rejected  by  o great  majority  , as  well  as  nnoiher 
clause  (ollerod  also  to  be  inserted  ia  the  said 
bill)  to  prevent  the  receiving  ilie  Sacraiiient  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper  upon  uuy  oilier  acesunt,  ilino 
in  obcJicnce  to  tbe  holy  itutitmiim  tliereof: 

tddiiig,  tJial  soon  ufier,  the  Lords  addressed  to 
ing  WiJIiaiu,  That  be  svould  inainiaiii  the 
church  of  Engiaud  as  bylaw  etrablislicd;  all 
tvliich  his  lordship  applied  to  the  present  case, 
Ifidsovucedogaiusitbeblll.  ilewasniiswered 

• The  BishopofGfuttceiterf,  wboamong  other 
things,  endeavoured  to  wipe  olT  the  imputation 
ef  hypocrisy  cn»t  on  the  Dissenters.  He  was 
bsciied  by 

The  Bisbop  of  XiKCo/a,t  who  made  an  his- 
torical deduction  nf  ilie  business  in  question, 
and  artfully  coimneniied  the  zeal  of  a noble 
Mrl,  when  secrebiry  of  state,  is  promoting  a 
cmuprebeosl'm,  according  to  king  Willmm's  de- 
sire. He  also  took  notice,  that  religion  was 
ever  used,  by  crafty  men,  as  a blind  and  pre- 
teuceto  carry  on  political  designs;  and  he  re- 
insrnbeteit  iu  particular,  in  the  late  reign,  that 
nlule  our  arms  were  rictoriiius  abroad,  the 
church  was  in  danger  at  home;  but  no  sooner 
was  a stop  put  to  that  gjorious  war,  than  (l<e 
church  was  in  a tiouriuing  poodilion.  Tbe 
Bishop  of  Dncolu  having  done  speaking, 


• Ur.  George  Sronlridge.  “ He  was  bom 
of  a guod  family  at  Litchfield,  1066,  and  edu-  . 
cated  at  VVestminster  School.  In  I68'i  he  was 
elected  to  Christ  Cliiirch,  and  l^^un  soon  to 
display  his  learning  and  his  application,  hy  his 
publication  of  Auiinadrersioos  on  a Piece  of 
Obndiah  Walker,  on  Church  Government, 
3fiS7,  and  16Q9  appeared  his  Latin  poem  called 
' Auctio  Davisiana,  dtc.’  »n  ihe  sale  of  the 
Buoks  of  Davis,  the  Ozford  bookseller.  lo 
1693  be  was  made  prebeudnxy  rif  Liidificld, 
•nd  afterwards  canon  of  Christ  Cliurcb,  then 
^an  of  Carlisle,  and  in  1713,  dean  of  Christ- 
Churcb,  and  the  next  year  bisiiop  ot  Bristul. 
He  died  Sept.  S7,  1719.  and  was  buried  at 
Christ  Churu.  He  puhlislied  heeides,  Ik  Ser- 
ins in  one  volume,  and  alter  his  ^ih  CO 
owre  were  puliliali»l  by  bis  widow.” 

Lempriere. 

t Dr.  Richant  WiUis ; translated  to  Salis- 
^ty,  Jinr.  81, 1781 ; and  afterwards  lo  Win-  ' 
fikestet,  Sept.  31,  1783.  I 

tDr.  Edmund  GibioBl  tnnslated  to  Lon- 1 
«'j  Algj  ♦,  1733. 


TbeEsirl  of^yoriicgAcai,  who  was  liioced  at 
by  that  prelate,  and  who  was  ilie  promoter  of 
the  Uccasiunnl  Bill,  and  lud  opposed  the  bill 
now  in  question,  thought  it  proper  to  jusiify 
bis  conduct;  which  liu  lordship  did,  by  suying 
lis  uos  in  those  days  but  a young  mail,  amt 
had  wanieil  upportuiiilies  to  know  the  Dis- 
senters, which  he  had  since,  and  found  them  to 
be  QD  ohsiinate  sort  of  people,  never  to  be  sa- 
tisfied : after  whicli  his  lurdsliip  entered  upon 
the  merits  of  tlie  bill  and  voted  against  it. 

Tlie  Bishop  of  London*  did  the  same,  and 
urged,  TItar  in  wise  goveruneiiis,  nil  offices  and 
pkcesofirusturc  iu  the  bonds  of  those  of  the 
national  church,  wliich  bis  lortlship  coafirmed 
by  uriial  is  practised  in  Sweden, 

The  Bistiop  of  liochsitcr'f  spoke  also  on  the 
same  side,  and  said,  in  suLstaacc,  That  he  waa 
pot  ill  die  House  at  the  first  reading  of  this  Bill ; 
but  that  the  last  session  of  parliameut  he  forc- 
.•n>v  from  the  bill  about  nii  Alms-llouse  at 
Bristol,  and  the  bill  for  applying  part  of  the 
I'uud  for  tlie  building  of  new  Churches,  to  tbe 
rebuildingnf  un  old  otie  (Si.  Giles's)  both  which 
he  had  opposed,  that  something  of  tins  nature 
would  be  attempted.  That  he  was  sorry  he 
had  been  a prophet,  unce,  in  his  opinion,  this 
bill  overtunied  tlie  foundation  of  the  security  of 
the  Church.  Tbatthis  bill  evenstruck  at  the  Acc 
of  Dniforinity,  whicb  was  confirmed  hy  the  Act 
of  Union,  and  so  was  levelled  against  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  as  well  as  against  the  Church 
of  England:  for  which  reason  be  hoped  those 
peers  who  represented  the  nobility  of  Scotland 
would  be  against  this  bill,  particularly  n noble 
lord,  who  was  too  great  an  enemy  to  priestcraft 
to  sufi'er  himself  10  be  nsiembly-ridden.  Uia 
lordsbip,  by  way  of  commiuation,  concluded 
that  we  live  in  a changeable  country,  and  the 
hardships  which  tbe  Dissenters  bring  now  upon 
tbe  cliurcb,  may  one  day  or  other  be  severely 
and  niih  morejustice  tetabated  upon  them. 

The  Bishop  of  Pr/erborougAT  spoke  streno* 


* Dr.  John  lUibinson. 
f Dr.  Fmiici!  Aiterbury. 
t'Dr.  White  Kennet.  “He  was  born  at 
Dover,  Aug.  10,  1660.  He  was  edncnced  at 
Westminster  Si^ol,  and  entered  at  Edmund 
hall,  Uiifurd,  where  be  applied  himself  wiib 
unusual  perserennee  lo  study,  and  published 
his  Letter  from  a Student,  cnaccrning  the  ap- 
proaching parliament,  a political  pamphlet, 
which  gave  great  ulfeoce  to  tbe  Whig  party. 
In  1699,  he  took  his  degree  of  D,  D.  and 
the  next  year,  unsoheited,  was  anointed  mi- 
nister of  St.  Botolph,  Aldgate,  London.  In 
1701  he  became  aetdideaenn  of  Huntmgduo, 
and  that  year  engaged  with  Dr.  Atierbury  in  a 
controveray  about  the  rights  of  Coarocaiion. 
He  was  afterwards  prouioted  to  tlie  see  of  Pe- 
terborough, which  be  enjoyed  teu  year*.  He 
died  in  St.  James's  street,  l,ontian,  19th  Deo. 
1796.  He  hod  began  to  mokn  a luge  cullec- 
tion  of  maps,  papers,  &c.  to  write  a full  history 
of  tbe  propagation  of  Christianity  in  the  Eng- 
isfa  American  colonies,  wluch  wu  never  coa* 
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•«uiy  for  tlip  Bill,  mitl  mi'l,  in  nub««i.ci*,  Tli4i  be 
<Jid  not  rlrsigii  to  rvSi-Vt  jii  any  nf  liis  hre(  r-  ii 
forspeakius  »j;niii5t  this  biM,  I.ecsuse  lie  jup- 
uoied  (hey  did  it  out  of  a liiicere  zeal  for  ilie 
Clnjrrli ; ilml  for  liis  ooii  pnri,  he  did  tint  lie- 
]ie«e  this  hill  lo  be  njjningl  the  cliucdi,  but  ni 
ther  for  it'  ndvnnrtige  nnd  security,  and  iliet«- 
fori-  he  was  for  it.  Thai  he  observed  frumbis 
tory,  that  (he  church  wns  nio^t  safe  mid  Aju- 
(ifliiue,  whpit  the  clerey  did  not  alTect  mure 
puwer  than  falls  (n  their  share,  and  Here  tender 
of  the  rizhts  and  liberties  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects ; but  iliat  whan  (lie  clergy  promoted  ar 
bilrary  measures  and  persecutions,  a<  same  did 
ill  king  Charles  the  Ul'sieigu.ibev  Rrstbrouehl 
Bcaodal  and  contempt  upon  tlie  clergy,  and,  at 
Ust,  ruin  both  upon  church  and  state.  Then 
be  shewed  the  abuse  of  the  word  Chu'ch,  which 
ill  a true  sense,  is  venerihle,  and  illustrated 
the  matter  by  the  words'  Imly.’and'  thcteinple 
of  the  Lord,'  wiiicli  were  sacred  among  the 
' Jews ; but  when  lliose  words  came  to  be  abused 
so  far,  as  to  cnunirnance  rebellion,  as  in  the 
case  ofDnthan,  Corah,  and  Abiram,  and  ocher 
wicked  practices,  then  they  rather  became 
words  of  execration.  That  iu  like  manner 
amongst  us,  the  words  ‘ church,'  aod  the 

* church’s  danger,'  had  often  hecn  made  use  of 
to  hurry  on  sinister  designs,  ami  then  these 
words  rnade  a miehty  noise  in  tbemnat|iof 
siRy  women  and  children;  but  that  in  his  Dpi- . 
Sligo  the  chorcb,  which  be  deSiied  Cu  be  a j 
tcripturoiiascitiiuon  uponnlegal  establishment,  I 
was  founded  upon  a rock,  and  could  not  be  in  ^ 
danger,  as  longas  we  enjiiyeii  ihelightoftliegos- 1 
pet,  and  our  excellent  eonsiiluiion.  After  tliis  bo  | 
gave  his  reasons  for  his  being  for  this  bill,  and  ^ 
animadverted  upon  three  things  that  bad  been 
ndvanced  by  other  prelates,  viz.  1st,  ‘ That  the 

* Dissenters  got  more  tlian  the  church  by  the 

* Revolution,  though  they  bad  the  least  share  in 

* iu’  For  Ins  lordship  shewed  they  only  got  a 
toleration,  which  they  might  have  bad  under 
king  James,  iftliey  would  have  complied  wiihhis 
measures;  whereas  the  Church  secured  all  she  | 
DOW  enjoys,  which  would  have  been  irrecover- 
ably lost,  had  not  the  Revolution  biippencd. ' 
Sdly,  ‘ That  the  churchmen,  and  even  the 

' clergy,  shewed  more  afiection  to  the  present 
' government  thnn  the  Dissenters,  during  the 

* late  rebellion  to  which  he  answered,  that  by 
tbe  laws  which  by  this  bill  were  Co  be  repealed, 
the  Dissenters  were  then  under  on  incRpaciiy 
to  serve  the  giwcrnment,  which  evinced  the  ne- 
cessity of  ibis  bill ; and  as  for  a cle^vinon  who 
had  given  signal  proofs  ofhiszeiJ  for  (lie  go- 
vernnienc  in  the  norib,  that  it  was  well  known 
he  was  neier  rewarded  for  it,  hut  rather  ctiere- 
ganled  ever  since  by  his  neighbours.  Sdly,  As 


pleied.  He  wrute  the  ihird  volume  uf  ■ A 
Complete  History  of  England,'  published  by 
the  booksellers  1706,  besides  A Viiidicution  uf 
tbe  Church;  A Letter  In  the  Editors  uf  Simi- 
ners  Treatise  of  tlieRciman  I’osis,  &C.;  Ser- 
mons, &c.  His  valuahlrMS.  Collecuoii  waspur- 
•based  by  iht  earl  ofSbelbunie.'’  Lempriere.  ; 


tour  • .il  Hein  suegesied,  * Thar  all  oRirej 
- ( f tnul  m'gbt  to  belli  the  i andsof 
' those  •.)  : e rsli'blishrd  churcli.'  he  sort,  be 
ho|ieii  li.ex  shciuM  neier  ririiw  preci-deiiM  frarit 
Sweden.  Cimcluding,  williret'-nimg  ihiiiiks  lo 
ihe  Isy-hirds,  for  licsring  vn  long  and  sn  pa- 
lienliy  wi'h  ll.at  bench,  leaving  ’lie  issue  of  ibia 
debate  to  their  jud.nicii  is;  and  nnly  taking  no- 
tice. ibnt  AS  (be  wisd-imot&ibmiun  never  nmre 
eminenllv  pppeared,  tiian  in  disovviing  the 
irue  iiKitber  of  tht-  child,  so  their  lordships 
might  easily  know  the  reason,  why  some  per- 
sons spoke  with  so  much  tenderne.ss  foi  the 
acts  which  by  thu  h'll  were  to  be  repealed. 

Tlie  Bishop  of  Chalet  * was  of  the  contrary 
opinion,  nnd  in  particiilnr,  excepted  against  a 
clause  in  the  bill,  whereby  a puiiislimcnt  uf 
ceiiB<ire  was  lo  be  iiiflicled  on  such  clergymen, 
as  sliould  refuse  to  administer  the ‘lacramint 
la  any  that  desired  to  receive  it,  wuich  he  ssid 
was  against  die  canons  uf  the  church.  The 
spiritunl  lords  having  done  speaking. 

Lord  Lunidoan  -f  stood  up,  aud  spoke  u 
follows: 


• Dr.  Francis  Gasirell. 

\ “ Lord  Lansdnwn,  who  descended  fmra  alt- 
mily  which  (raced  its  ancestry  to  die  hrsi  duke 
of  Normandy,  was  himself  grandson  of  the  fa- 
mous sir  B^it  Granvil.e,  who  lust  his  bfein 
heroically  at  tlie  batde  ofLansdown  ia  1643. 
He  received  his  first  tincture  of  edaciuion  m 
France  under  the  tuition  of  sir  William  Ellis,  a 
man  of  leitcrs.  In  1677,  in  die  tenth  ttur  of 
his  age,  he  was  entered  at  Trinity  celleee,  Cam- 
bridge ; and  in  1679  recited  o copy  ot  hit  own 
verses  to  the  princess  Mary  d'Estd  uf  Modeat, 
then  duchess  of  York,  when  she  visited  the  uni- 
versity. In  1680  lie  was  admitted  to  the  de- 
gree of  master  of  arts,  and  left  college  soria  af- 
ter. At  tbe  accession  of  James  tbeSnd  he  ad- 
dressed the  new  mniinrch  in  three  short  metri- 
coL  pnoegyrics,  which  were  commended  by 
Waller,  whose  praise  animated  tbe  young  poet 
lo  breathe  a rapture  of  ackuowlcdgment, 

" In  numbers  such  as  Wallcr'e  self  might  use.” 

“ lie  bad  early  imbibed  principles  of  loyalty, 
and  was  with  ilitiicully  prevented  from  taking 
up  arms  in  defence  ofliis  suvereign,  bath  ar  the 
time  ofMcjiimouth's  rebellion,  aud  at  the  Revo- 
luuun.  On  the  laiier  occasion  he  expressed 
his  manly  feelings  in  a letter  to  his  fadier,  which 
bu  been  printed  hy  Dr.  Aiideiaan.  Having 
no  public  en.ployuicnt,  anil  possessing  but  a 
contracted  fortune,  he  lived  in  retirement  dur- 
ing tlic  reign  of  king  William,  devoted  toUtersry 
avocations,  the  fruits  of  which  appeared  in  bis 
plays  and  poems.  By  a laudable  economv  he 
preserved  himself  at  (he  same  time  from  thiM 
emliarra»smeilt»  which  in  more  advanced  bfo 
be  IS  snid  lo  have  incurred.  Having  received 
a ennsiderabie  addition  to  bis  fiiiancea  by  the 
death  of  his  fnilier  and  uncle,  be  became  a re- 
. presentaiivc  for  Fnwej,  in  Cornwall,  in  17Mt 
, und  couiioued  to  serve  in  parlismeiit  till 
I when  he  was  tnadc  secretary  at  war  in  i* 
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tion  for  im  uffice,  but  as  un  open  declarition, 


“ My  Lords ; 

“ Having  never  empaased  no  yoor  patience 
before,  I may  iinpe  for  the  neadicr  excuse,  if  1 
(rouble  you  tor  once,  and  I give  you  tny  word, 
that  no  indulgence  stiall  encourage  me  (o  moke 
acuttom  of  it. 

“ I always  understood  that  iLe  toleration 
was  meaut  as  an  ease  (o  tender  consciences, 
and  not  an  indulgence  to  burdencil  ones.  Tbe 
net  to  prevent  Uccaiiomd  Conformity  correcis 
only  a pamcolar  crime  of  particular  men;  it 
concerns  oo  other  set  of  Dissenters,  but  those 
followers  of  Judas,  wha  came  tothe  Lord’s  Sup* 
per  to  sell  and  betray  him  ; ibis  criuie,  how- 
ever palliated  or  defended,  even  by  sume  re- 
verend liilhers  of  the  church,  is  no  less  than 
making  die  God  nf  Truth,  as  it  were  in  pcison 
subservient  to  acts  of  hypocrisy ; nu  less  than 
sacrificing  the  mystical  body  mid  blood  of  uur 
Saviour  to  worldly  and  siniMer  purposes.  An 
impiety  of  the  highest  nature,  nhich  injustice 
calls  for  correction,  and  in  charity  fur  preveu- 


place  of  sir  Kobert  Walpole.  In  1711  he  was 
created  baron  Lainsduwn,  uud  afCerwirds  ap- 

Kiiiceri  comptroller  and  treasurer  of  the  house- 
id  to  queen  Anue.  Oil  the  accession  of 
George  tlie  1st  he  was  removed  from  his  of- 
fices, and  Iris  Tory  connexions  prevented  his 
being  eujpluyed  in  that  or  tbe  succeed  iiig  leign. 
Having  protested  against  the  bill  for  atmiaiiug 
Ormond  and  Bolingbmke,  he  fell  under  clio 
suspicion  of  plotting  against  ihe  government, 
was  seixed  and  sent  tu  the  Tower  in  Sept.  1715, 
where  ho  was  confined  17  months  and  then  dis- 
charged,  without  being  hruught  to  trinl.  In 
1719  he  made  an  ardent  speech  against  the 
pracliceuf  uccasinnnl  conformity,  part  of  which 
IS  given  by  Cibber.  In  1722  he  is  tliouglit  to 
have  been  driven  abroad  by  his  profusion, 
though  on  a pretence  nf  retrieving  his  health 
rather  limn  bis  circumstances.  During  Lis  ab- 
seucu  front  England  he  comprised  most  of  bis 
prose  pieces.  In  1732  he  published  tbe  hantl- 
soine  edition  of  bis  worlcs  mentioned  by  ford 
Orford.  lie  now  appeared  at  court,  where  he 
was  well  received  by  queen  Caroline,  to  whom 
and  to  (he  princess  Anne  lie  presented  bis 
splendid  volumes,  with  verses  on  the  blank 
leaves,  which  concluded  bis  poetical  lubourt. 
He  died  in  Hanover  Square,  Jan.  30,  173.5,  in 
theeSihyearof  bis  age.” — Lord  Orford’s  Iloyal 
and  Noble  Authors,  Park’s  Edit  vol.  4,  p.  155. 

Pope  inscribed  bis  early  poem  of  Windsor 
Poresc  to  “ Granville  the  Polite;”  ami  Qatter- 
ingiy  snid: 

“ Tis  yours,  my  lord,  to  lileM  our  sof^  retreats. 

To  crown  the  forests  with  immortal' greeos. 

Make  Wiodsor  bills  in  lofty  numbers  riee, 

And  lift  her  turrets  nearer  to  the  skies; 

To  sing  tliose  hunourt  you  deserve  to  wear. 

And  add  uew  lustre  to  her  silver  star.” 

Vot.  .hLl 


and  iodubitable  proof  of  being  a sincere  in 
ber  of  the  church.  Whoever  presumes  to  re- 
ceive it  Hull  any  oilier  view  prolnoea  it,  aiirl 
may  be  snid  to  seek  his  [itvii-rinqiic  in  this 
world,  by  cntiiig  and  drinking  to  bis  own  diimua- 
tiou  in  tbe  oexc. 

“ It  is  very  surprizing  to  hear  the  merit  of 
Dissenters  so  highly  extolled  imd  magnified 
within  these  walls ; for  who  is  he  amongst  us, 
chat  contioi  iHI  iifsoiiienncesior  either  seques- 
tered or  iniirdercd  by  them.  It  is  uotoriuusiy 
known,  tballliey  brought  the  Royul  Martyr  to 
the  block  ; but  to  extenuate  tlisi  guilt  in  favour 
of  Ihe  PresbyCeriaiis,  it  seems  to  lie  itisiiiuaicd 
by  a very  learned  ford,  that  they  performed 
good  unices  itC  Iasi,  uud  were  iusiTumenia  of 
Che  Resiuruliuii.  What  offices,  what  iiistiu- 
meilis,  upou  wlmt  terms  did  tltcy  resort  to  th» 
king?  Upon  nil  better  than  their  brethren  the 
Scots  bad  mviced  nim  before,  to  have  an  iasig- 
luficaiit  Cool  of  a king,  a cypher  ofa  king,  m 
walk  in  tiitir  leadiiig.acnugs,  To  restore  them- 
selves, not  him  to  dominion,  was  their  only 
aim : they  groaned  under  the  oppression  of 
other  sectaries,  after  having  been  tlienibelvci 
the  greatest  oppressors  of  inankiod : nor  bod 
they  any  other  means  of  arriving  at  deliveraucs 
(or  rerciige  rather)  but  bv  recovering  royal 

Swer  under  a ootuinai  king.  This,  geneisl 
onk  well  knew,  who  was  privy  to  their  in- 
trigues, and  hence  arose  all  tbe  dilficuldes  that 
incumbered  him  in  the  prosecution  of  bis  own 
scheme:  lie  was  under  a necessity  of  making 
use  of  their  discuiitent,  and  could  neither  iu- 
tirely  trust  or  throw  themoS':  huilhot  the 
monarchy  was  restored  free  and  independent, 
tbe  Church  re-esiahllsfaed  pure  and  undefiled, 
was  owing  to  his  viiiue  and  good  couduct ; no 
thanks  to  the  Presliyierians. 

"Nor  was  king  Charles  scarce  warm  in  his 
throne,  before  they  broke  out  into  a new  rebel- 
lion, ami  continueii  iilcess.ant  tliscatbers  of  his 
vvhule  rcicn.  sometimes  with  sham  plots,  and 
sometimes  with  reiil  ones. 

“It  WHS  liken iic  observed  by  the  same 
learned  lord,  that  they  were  hardly  used,  fined, 
biLoi6bed,andiin|irisoned.  He  it  so,  but  it  was 
not  upon  a religious  ftccoimt ; they  might  i>* 
punished  for  breach  of  the  law.  disturbing  (lie 
— •‘■'ic  peace,  for  illegal  meetings  and  assem- 
, and  other  statu  crimes ; but  ivhnt  was 
there  more  iu  that  ilisii  the  present  case  of  (be 
Noujurors  f 

The,clemency  of  that  reign,  even  to  Dtssen- 
, has  been  suthcionily  vindicated  by  a nuUe 
earl,  (the  eail  of  NolUiighnm)  who  vva.v  cnll^ 
up,  by  some  lefiections  vrhich  fell  from  a reve- 
rend prelate,  to -give  an  account  of  lha  in- 
tended comprehensiun,  Tba  Church  openevl 
her  arms,  the  clergy  and  prelates,  thekiiig  con- 
descended to  invite  tli’-ni  with  oil  the  teiupCa- 
of  indulgence  and  Clirisuan  charity;  but 
what  was  the  return  ? Noihing  but  n morose 
lughty  deportment,  severe  coatnuhetions  or 
sullen  cvASioiis  ; they  scorned  to  enter  our 
churches  as  breibren  aod  fellcw-CbritiUDS, 
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but  as  conquerors  and  pliunierera  ; tliey  have 
no  grace  but  nbat  is  founded  in  duminiua. 
Their  behariour  in  the  subsequent  reign  of 
king  James,  is  fresh  in  every  one’s  memory ; 
that  unbappy  prince  was  undone  liy  giving  at- 
tcution  to  iheir  Addresses,  and  depending 
upon  their  promises. 

“ But  it  is  said  ihey  liave  been  not  only 
quiet  since,  but  have  appeared  zealous  for  the 
jirescnt  establisliQient,  and  no  wonder:  for 
who  but  tiieinselVes  or  their  favourers,  have 
been  thought  worthy  to  be  countenanced.  ■ 

“ A noble  lord  inquiring  into  the  reason  of 
the  present  universal  discontent  (for  such  1 
find  it  is  agreed  to  be  uu  all  bands)  has  been 
pleased  to  impute  ic  to  misconduct  in  tbe  ad- 
ininisirationy  a little  unluckily,  Iconfess,  since 
It  was  answered,  That  at  (he  time  when  that 
discontent  most  flamed,  his  lordship  himself 
was  at  the  head  of  the  aduiinistratiun. 

Another  noble  loVd  very  deservedly  in  a 
high  station,  charged  it  upon  fate,  the  malig- 
nity of  the  stars,  a certain  unaccouncahle  dis- 
position in  tlie  heavens,  for  which  there  is  no 
apparent  reason  nor  remedy. 

“ But  tlie  reason  is  plain,  flagrant  and  noto- 
rious ; the  early  impatieoca  and  presumption 
of  Dissenters,  their  insolent  and  undissembled 
espectniious,  their  open  insults  of  (lie  cleigy, 
their  fisiiig  bills  on  our  churcfies  wiib  (bis 
sc-iiidalou8  Inscription,  ‘ A House  to  be  Lett 
Their  public  vindicalioii  of  tbe  murder  of  king 
Charles  ; their  vile  refleciiniis  on  the  memory 
ofijiieen  Anne,  forever  dear  to  the  people  of 
Ciiginnd  ; besides  many  other  indecent  nrro- 
gent  proTucaiions  (too  many  to  enumerate) 
was  too  much  to  bear,  so  Chat  the  violences  that 
eusuetl  let  the  aggreisors  answer  tor : but  then 
their  acting  all  this  not  only  with  impunity, 
but  witli  n reward  out  of  the  public  treasure, 
was  more  tlian  a sufficient  ground  for  jealousy.  | 

“ A noble  duke  seems  a ich  some  warintb  to 
hare  taken  oftcucc,  (hat  the  Koman  Catholics  , 
and  Disscntent  have  been  mencknied  iu  tlia 
debate  iipOn  tiie  same  level,  whereas  their  reli- 
gion is  high  treason.  But  I never  yet  under- 
soMid  1 bat  their  religion  was  higli  treason ; in- 
deed [ liavb  iieatd  that  it  might  be  high  treason 
CO  make  converts  to  it ; and  by  the  same  reason 
the  reformed  rebgion  may  be  high  treason  in  . 
Popish  countries.  But  if  vie  may  compare 
them  with  tbe  Dissenters,  upon  a foot  of  merit 
with  respect  to  the  government,  (be  Catbnlics, 
as  fur  us  has  been  yet  made  to  appear,  have  in- 
finitely the  ndvantage.  To  wham  do  we  owe 
our  Miignu  Chuita  f To  our  ancient  baroas  un- 
ici'oriDcd ; and  were  there  not  as  many  struggles 
fur  lilicrcy  before  tbe  Reformation  us  since  ? 

" To  whom  do  we  owe  the  Revolutiun  but 
to  Catholic  powers  f Even  the  Pope  himself 
united  to  encourage  and  support  tho  prioce  of 
Orange  in  his  undertaking. 

“ To  whom  do  we  owe  onr  present  security 
ill  the  Protestant  eitoblithment,  but  to  the 
most  potent,  tbe  most  arbitrary,  the  most  fa- 
mous for  persecution  of  ail  the  Popiali  powers, 
the  most  iiiyfterf,te,.au4,  of' 
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the  Protestant  persuasion,  France,  Savoy,  and 
the  Emperor?  Andiiave  not  the  ministers,  one 
after  another,  assured  us,  that  these  mortal 
enemies  to  our  souls  in  another  world,  are  our 
only  guarantees  for  our  snlvatiuu  iu  this? 

t‘  Uur  Protestant  brethren,  the  Slates,  were 
neither  consulted  nor  inirusted,  but  seem  to 
have  been  left  like  slaves  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  to  accede 
implicitly  at  their  peril ; they  have  however 
thought  fit  hitherto  to  continue  Dissenters, 
though  perhaps  they  may  in  lime  occasionally 
conform,  as  ciicomstaiicesmay  happen  to  press. 
But  till  then,  onr  only  Crusty  allies  are  our  good 
Catholic  friends. 

“ If  any  man  can  say  as  much  for  the  Dis- 
senters, let  him  speak  ; the  revereud  prelates 
who  have  exerted  iq  this  debate,  having  been 
prepared  to  fulminate  against  tbe  Test,  witbuuc 
being  admitted  into  tbe  secret  of  withdrawing 
cbequcation,liave  unfortunately  employed  that, 
quivers  in  the  air. 

“ One  indeed  there  is,  wjio  must  not  he  for- 
got, wiio  wandering  beyond  the  rest  in  a long 
historical  collection,  from  pamplilets  and  libels, 
has  let  himself  loose  against  the  sacred  memory 
of  the  royal  Martyr ; ne  has  acensed  him,  if 
not  of  all  popery,  of  half  popery,  very  near 
popery,  almost  all  popery ; wliy  would  he  not 
speak  out  ? For  wliai  means  this)  school  dis- 
tinction, betwixt  almost  alia  papist,  and  quite. 
Hard  fate  of  tbe  best  of  men  and  of  kings  1 

“ He  who  renounced  the  purple  to  preserve 
ilie  lawn,  who  died  for  tbe  Church,  and  who  is 
commeenurated  as  a martyr  for  the  Church,  is 
yet  exposed  within  an  age  after  his  descent  from 
the  scaflold  to  the  grave,  to  be  murdered  over 
a^in  in  fame,  even  io  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature, by  a successor  in  that  venerable 
order,  that  very  episcupney,  for  which  be  sacri- 
ficed liis  liberty,  his  life,  his  crown  ! 

“ The  execrable  vnretch  who  severed  his  head 
from  his  body,  perfogmed  tlie  inhuman  oificein 
a mask;  but  this  holy  exeentiooer,  who  cuts 
what  the  axe  could  not  hurt,  what  the  regicides 
I could  not  take  from  him,  bis  good  name,  has 
I not  been  asliamud  to  attempt  it  bare-foced.  It 
grieves  me  that  (his  animadversion  should  fall 
' to  my  lot,  to  the  lot  of  any  private  lord : I was 
I in  hopes  a general  indignation  would  have 
' warmed  this  noble  assembly,  to  have  made 
it  their  own  act  to  reprehend  such  irrevereud 
I slanders,aswould  havemuch  belter  become  a 
descendeni  from  Bradshaw,  titan  a successor  of 
I Laud  : but  I ask  pardon,  this  unlucky  refiec- 
i tion  may  have  transported  me  too  far.  In  a 
word,  that  I may  not  appear  prejudiced  to 
I merit  ill  any  man,  1 will  conclude,  with  this  mo- 
^ tion,  that  a list  be  laid  before  us  of  such  Dis- 
! senlers  byname,  as  have  in  any  kind  mfrited 
from  the  public,  and  I will  niost  readily  come 
into  any  measures  that  may  distiitgutsli  them 
and  their  particular  service.  God  forbid  but 
ibatihey  should  all  have  ilieir  deserts.” 

A little  past  six  in  the  evening,  the  question 

w,88,«|)^fii?i,|.qod,M  s^e|0.^|ter  Teropur*' 
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X/^rds  were  going  to  speak  to  it,  the  earl  of 
ytyleifordiaoved  for  adjoumieg  the  debate  till 
tb'e  next  day,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Dec.  19.  The  Lords  resumed  the  adjourned 
debate;  and  the  House  being  cleared  of  all 
straagers,  the  earls  of  Aylesford,  Nottingham 
and  Cowper,  the  duke  of  DeTOtishire,  the  lord 
viscount  Townsheiiri,  the  lord  Trevor,  the  lord 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  tbe  lord  bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  some  others,  made  speeches 
against  the  bill;  btitwcre  answered  by  the  earls 
of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  dukes  of  New- 
castle, Kent,  artd  Roxburgh,  the  lurd  Cholmou- 
deley,  the  bishop  ofNorwicb  ;*  and  the  ques- 
tion being  at  last  put,  wbetJier  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted, it  was  carri^  in  the' affirmative  by  a 
majority  of86  voices  against  d8,  vis. 

Content  - - 67  Not  Content,  50 
Proxies,  - - 19—86  Proxies  - 18—68 

Dec.  20.  The  Lords,  in  a grand  committee 
examined  and  went  through  the  Bill,  pari^raph 
by  paragraph,  and  the  reasons  offered  by  earl 
Cowper,  and  some  other  peers,  had  so  much 
wei^t,  tiiat  some  clauses  derogatory  to  the 
Test  and  Corporation  acts  were  agreed  to  be 
left  out.  Then  die  question  being  put,  That 
this  Bill,  thus  amended,  he  reported  the  Mon- 
day foUowing ; it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  55  voices  against  S3.  Accordingly,  on  the 
*2d,  the  said  amendments  were  reported,  agreed 
to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and 
the  next  day  it  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  down  to  the  Commons,  after  which 
the  Lords  adjourned  to  tbe  7tb  of  January. 

The  King's  Masage  on  declaring  IVar  mth 
^ain.]  Dec.  17.  Mr.  Boscaweii,  by  his  ma- 
jesty’s command,  acquainted  the  House, " That 
all  his  majesty's  endeavours,  and  those  of  the 
most  Christian  king,  to  procure  redress  of  the 
many  injuries  done  to  tbe  subjects  ufGreat- 
Britain  by  liie  king  of  Spain,  to  the  unspeak- 
able detnment  of  tbe  trade  of  these  kingdoms; 
or  even  to  obtain  a discontinuance  of  the  un- 
iost  hostilities  carrying  on  by  that  crown, 
having  proved  iuemctual,  his  maiesty  had 
found  it  necessary  to  declare  War  with  Spain," 

Debate  in  the  Commont  on  the  War  with 
SjKin.]  After  there.-idingof  this  Message, 

Mr.  Treiymoved,  “ Tbatan  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  ro  return  Ids  ma- 
jesty the  most  unfeigned  Thanks  of  the  Housefor 
having  communicated  to  them  the  necessary 
retoluiionof  declaring  War  against  Spain  ; and 
to  assure  his  majes^,  that  this  House  will,  with 
the  greatest  clieerfulneu  and  with  tlie  utmost 
vigour,  auist  and  support  his  mqjesty  in  the 
war  with  the  king  of  Spain,  until  Spam  is  re- 
duced to  accept  of  reasonable  terms  of  peace 
and  to  agree  to  sucli  conditions  of  trade  and  . 
commerce,  as  this  nation  isjustly  intitled  to  by 
their  several  treaties.’’ 

Mr.  Treby  was  secontled  by  Mr.  Western, 

• Dr.Chorl«|^,iTri^q«^.|,^..T|id.  6,^p.|873:..,|  _ 


I member  for  Sudbury,  but  Mr.  Shippen,  Mr' 

! Freemen,  sir  Thomas  Haumer,  and  some  others' 

' excepted  either  agaiust  tbe  motiou  or  against 
i some  expressions  in  k,  which  occasioned  a 
I warm  debate.  Sume  members  alledging,  “ That 
they  did  not  see  tbe  necessity  of  declaring  war 
against  Spain,  and  that  they  ruilier  were  in- 
clined to  believe  that  tlie  grievances  complained 
of  by  our  ruerchants  might  have  been  redressed 
in  an  amicable  manner,’’ 

Colonel  iSfonAtrpe,  member  for  Derby,  told 
(he  House,  that  be  had  liad  the  honour  Cu  serve 
his  majesty  as  liis  envoy  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  he  couid  assure  them,  that  be  had  present- 
ed at  least  live  and  twenty  blemorials  to  that 
court,  in  relation  to  the  coiupiainis  of  our 
merchants,  without  any  success.  IJereiipoTi 

Mr.  Methuen,  member  for  Brackley,  inter- 
posed, and  accounted  for  the  dilatoriness  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  in  tbe  dispatcli  of  commer- 
cial affairs,  occasioned  by  (be  different  regu- 
lations andjudicatories  in  the  several  kingdoms, 
provinces,  and  ports  of  Spain  ; which  might  be 
the  reason  why  tbegrievances  complainefi  uf  by 
our  traders  had  not  been  redressed  so  soon  as 
might  have  been  expected. 

A member  having  hinted  tliat  the  ministers 
had  shewn  no  great  concern  for  the  trade  and 
interest  of  the  nation,  since  it  appeared  by  the 
Auiwer,  from  a Secretary  ofState,  to  die  Mar- 
quis de  Monteleoiie’s  Letter,  that  they  would 
^ have  passed  by  tbe  violations  of  theTraiicsof 
, Commerce,  provided  Spain  had  accepted  the 
terms  of  tbe  Quadruple  Allumce  : chat  his  ma- 
I jesCy  did-not  seek  to  aggrandize  himself  by  any 
I new  acquisition,  but  was  rattier  inclined  to  aa- 
crihee  something  ofhis  own  to  procure  the  ge- 
neral quiet  and  tranquillity ; that  nobody  could* 
yet  tell  bow  far  that  sacrifice  was  to  extend,  but 
certainly  it  was  a very  uncommun  piece  of  con- 
descension ; 

Mr.  Shippen  went  yet  farther,  and  insinuated 
that  this  war  seemed  to  be  calculated  for  ano- 
ther meridian.  But  wrapt  up  the  innuendo 
so  dextrously,  that  no  exception  wns  takea 

Mr.  Horatio  Walpole  also  found  fault  with 
the  Treaty  of  Quadruple  Alliauce,  particularly 
as  to  thedisposition  of  Sicily  in  favour  of  the 
'emperor,  which  was  a breocli  of  (he  Treaty  of 
I Utrecht ; and  his  brother 
I Mr.  Rofiert  Walpole  exclaimed  against  the 
injustice  of  attacking'the  Spanish  fleet  before 
the  Declaration  of  War. 

They  were  answered  by  Mr.  Craggs,  Mr. 
Lechmere,  Mr.  Aisiabie  and  Mr.T.  Broderick. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  said.  That  some  weeks 
before,  when  this  affair  was  first  mentioned  m 
the  House,  he  was  shy  of  giving  bis  opinion, 
bccHuse  he  bttd  not  then  examiued  the  sevrtul 
steps  that  bed  been  taken  in  it ; hut  that  now 
he  was  fully  convinced,  that  if  ilier#  was  any 
injnstice,  it  was  on  the  side  of  ibe  king  of 
Spain;  und  that  the  conduct  of  his  majesty 
and  his  ministers  was  entirely  agreeable  to  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  rules  of  justice  and 
^ty,  ^dqi]  he^  in  the  king  of 
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Spain  loattnck  the  emperor’s  dominions  [mean- 
JiiC  Sardinia]  while  lie  was  engiieeti  in  a war 
with  the  Turk*,  without  any  declaratiDn  of 
narf  Was  it  just  in  the  same  prince  to  invade 
the  dominions  of  one  of  our  allies,  the  king  of 
Siqily,  without  the  least  provocalionf  And  was 
it  not  Just  in  his  mnjeiiy  to  vindicate  the  faith 
of  his  rreatics,  ami  to  defend  and  protect  the 
trade  of  hU  subjects,  winch  liud  been  violeutly 
oppressed? 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  Mr. 
Treby's  imnion,  the  same  was  earned  in  the 
adirmative  by  178  ogaiust  107;  and  it  wus  re- 
solved, That  the  said  Ilesolulion  be  laid  before 
his  majesty,  by  the  whole  House;  which  being 
done  ucC'irdmgly  Ins  majesty  gave  the  follow- 
ing Answer: 

“ Getiiltmen; 

“ Tliis  seasonable  and  loyal  Address,  will,  I 
trust  in  God,  contribute  effectually  to  what  you 
desire.  I return  you  true  Thanks  for  it.” 

The  Lords'  yJddrcM  on  the  Declaration  of 
M’ar  with  Syimn,]  Dec.  16.  Earl  Stan- 
hope, having  communicated  to  the  House  of 
Teers  the  like  Message,  relating  to  the  Decla- 
ration of'War,  and  moved  for  an  Address  of 
Thanks  to  his  majesty  thereupon ; he  was  se- 
conded and  backed  by  severid  lords.  A noble 
peer  only  suggested,  That  before  they  gave 
sanction  to  a step  of  so  nice  a iiaiuro,  and  of  so 
great,  importance,  it  were  proper  to  cousider 
wheihor  the  same  was  consurmnl  to  tre.iiUs ; 
end  therefore  moved  that  a day  might  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  To  this  ray  lord  ■ 
Stanliope  answ.ered.  That  he  hud  five  weeks  | 
before,  by  his  ninjnsty's  cmnmanil,  laid  tlie 
several  Treaties  relating  to  this  affair,  before 
the  House,  so  thut  nil  the  members  of  that 
noble  assembly  had  suBicient  time  to  pe- 
ruse nnd  examine  the  same:  Hut,  however, 
alter  the  Address,  which  be  had  moved,  had 
lieeii  presented,  lie  would  readily  give  his  Vote 
for  nppuinting  ii  day  to  consider  of  the  said 
Treaties.  Aod  he  duist  answer  before  hand, 
that  upon  the  strictest  examinatiou  it  would  be 
found,  chat  bis  majesty  and  liis  ministers  Imd 
dune' nothing  either  against  the  faiihof  Trea- 
ties, nr  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation, 
Hereupon,  it  was  carried,  without  any  further 
opposition,  and  without  dividing.  That  an  Ad- 
dress of  thanks  he  presented  to  his  majesty; 
which  Address  was,  accprdiugly,  immediately 
drawn  up,  nnd,  the  same  day,  presented  to  his 
majesty,  as  follows: 

“ Most  Grncioiis  Sovereigu ; 

« We  your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
sul^ects,  the  Lords  i^piricual  nnd  Temporal  in 
purliameot  assembled,  do  return  your  majesty 
our  most  bumbie  Thanks,  for  having  acquaniced 
us  witJi  the  Resolution  your  majesty  has  taken 
of  declaring  War  against  Spsiin:  And  as  this 
House  has  already  promised  your  majesty,  (h»i 
tliey  would  stand  by  nnd  support  you  in  the 
rigorous  pursuit  of  those  prudent  auil  neces- 
sary measures,  yuur  majesty  has  taken  to  secure 
the  kipgc|o^n/t^.flpi|,i 
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the  tranqciiUity  of.  Europe,  so,  upon  this  occa- 
sion, we  beg  leave  to  give  your  majesty  the 
strongest  assurances  of  our  and  steady  re- 
solution to  assist  your  majesty  with  the  utmost 
zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war 
against  Spain.” 

The  King’s  JnjBcr.]  To  which  his  majesty 
returned  this  Answer : 

“ My  Lords; 

“ 1 return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  Ad- 
dress, and  fur  the  assurances  you  give  me,  of 
your  steady  resolucion  to  soppott  and  assist  tae 
111  the  prosecution  nf  tliis  War  aguinsi  Spnin.” 

Debate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Bill  for 
slrcnglbening  the  Brotcstanl  IiUerest.]  Dec. 
d4.  The  engrossed  Bill  from  the  Lords,  inti- 
lied,  ‘ An  Act  for  strengthening  the  Protestant 
‘ Interest  in  these  Kingdoms,’ was  lirought  down 
to  the  CoDiuioiis,  who  read  it  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  read  a second  lime,  on  ihe  7tb 
of  January,  to  which  day  the  House  then  ad- 
journed. 

January  7,  1719.  The  Commons  read  a 
second  time  (he  eiigrussed  Bill  from  the  Lords, 
imitle:!,  ‘ Au  Act  fur  screngtlieniiig  the  Protes- 
‘ taut  Interest  m these  Ktngdoms : And  then 
so  muchnf  the  act,  ‘ Against  Occasional  Coii- 
‘ formily,’  as  was  iiitetnied  to  We  repealed  by 
the  said  Bill, as  alsoof  the  act,  ‘To  prevent  the 
‘Growth  of  Schism,'  &c.  both  wbieli  were 
passed  in  the  ISih  year  of  tbe  late  queen  Anne, 
wcrere.id.  After  which,  upon  a motion  made 
to  commit  the  said  Bill,  there  arose  a very 
> warm  debate,  that  lasted  from  one  o'clock,  till 
half  an  hour  past  uiiie  in  the  evening*.  'Mr. 
Hampdei),  treasurer  of  tbe  navy,  spoke  first  in 
.behulf  of  the  Bill,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 

I Curiwriglit,  member  for  Bossiney.  The  otlier 
iiiemhecs  who  spoke  fur  tbe  committiug  of  the 
Bill,  were  Mr.  J.  ChetwynH,  sir  I'bo.  Palmer, 
Mr.  Tonge,  Mr.  Carter,  sir  William  Thompson, 
Mr.  Boscawen,  Mr.  Barrington  Shute,  sir  Wil- 
liam Lowtber,  sir  Joseph  JekyLl,  sir  Gilbert 
Heathcote,  Mr.  Cra^,  Mr.  Lechmere,  and 
the  lord  Castlecomer.  Against  the  commit- 
ting of  the  Bill;  Mr,  Graham,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr. 
Ricliard  llopton,  col.  Strangeways,  Mr.  DIun- 
del,  sir  Willtaro  Wyndham,  Mr.  Jefferies,  Mr. 
Shippen,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  sir  Tho.  Uaa- 
mer,  Mr,  Jnbo  Smitli,  Mr.  Snell,  Mr.  lloberC 
Walpole,  and  Mr.  Lulwyclie. 

Sir  WiIImhi  Thompson  urged,  That  the  Schism 
Bill  deprived  parents  of  their  uutural  right  of 
educating  their  children  ns  they  thiuk  proper; 

Mr.  Shippen  answered.  That  it  was  somewhat 
strange  to  see  so  able  a lawyer  inconsistent  with 
himself:  For  when  the  twelve  judges  were 
consulted,  io  a case  relating  to  a great  family. 


• “ It  is  impossible  to  relate  all  that  was  of- 
. fared  on  both  sides  uu  this  occasion ; the  ra- 
ttier because,  excepting  his  royal  highness  the 
Piintu  of  Wales,  aud  some  noble  peers,  no 
strangers  were  this  day  admitted  into  ll>* 
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(the  Prince  of  Wnles's  children)  he  was  of  the 
opinion  of  ten  of  them,  ‘ That  children  tnay,  be 
' taken  from  dieir  parents,  and  educated  as  the 
> good  of  tfie  nation  requited.’  To  this 
Sir  IVif/iam  TAampson  replied  ; * That  ns  he 
nerer  was  consulted,  so  had  he  nerer  declared 
his  (hnuglita  in  the  nice  cose  hinted  by  that  gen> 
llemnii,  nnd  therefore  he  could  not,  with  any 
colour  of  justice,  be  said  to  have  changed  his 
opinion:  but  that  the  member  who  taxed  him 
with  it,  and  who  thereby  declared  against  the 
opinion  of  the  ten  Judges,  if  he  would  he  con- 
sutent  with  liinaself,  must  now  he  for  the  Bill 
that  repeals  the  Schism  act,  which  restores  pa- 
rents  to  their  nntural  rights. 

ilfcersome  personal  altercation  between  Mr. 
R.  Walpole  and  Mr.  Lechmere,  the  question 
being  put  upon  the  motion  for  committing  the 
Bill,  it  WM  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  243 
votes  * against  3(K2,  and  the  Bill  was  committed 
to  acommitiee  of  the  whole  House.  The  follow* 

A LIST  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  who  voted  for  and  against  the  Bill 
fur  Btrenglheiiing  tite  Prutest.mt  Interest, 
January  7,  1719. 

For  iht  BUI. 

Abercrumby,  Alexan-  Campbell,  sir  James 

der  Campbell,  John 

Addison,  Joseph  Campbell,  .Tohn  junr. 

'Aiilabic,  Jobo  Campbell,  Daniel 

Anstrulher,  sir  John  Carpenter,  gen.Geoi^e 
Aastrulher,  Philip  Carter,  Laurence 

Ashburst,  sir  Henry  Carteret,  Edward 

Aylmer,  lord  Cartwright,  Henry 

Bailie,  George  Castlemain,  lord  rise. 

Banks,  Joseph  Castlecoiner,  lord 

Bellamy,  William  Cnswall,  sir  George 

Bere,  Thomas  Cater,  John 

Beihcll,  Hugh  Cavendish,  lord  James 

Belts,  William  Chaplin,  sir  Robert 

Bi^,  John  Chetwynd,  Jnlm 

Birch,  Joiin  Chetwynd,  William 

Blisse,  .Steplien  Ciietwyml,  Walter 

Bladen,  Martin  C'holmely,  Hugh 

Blakistoo,  Nathaniel  CUrk,  sir  Robert 

Bond.  Dennis  Clerke,  sir  Thomas 

Booth,  hon.  J.,anglinm  CInJton,  William 

Boscawen,Hugb  Clayton,  William, 

Boteler,  John  (Btechingley) 

Brace,  joim  Thurlue  Cocks,  James 

Braddyl,  Doddington  Cockburnc,  John 

Bridges,  George  Coffin,  Biclinrd 

Bristow,  Robert  Cook,  sir  Charles 

Broderick,  Thomas  Corbet,  sir  Robert 

Bnidcoel,  hon.  Junes  Coventry,  William  j 
Burford,  Earl  of  Cowper,  Bpencer 

Burridge,  John  Craigs,  James,  jon.  I 

Csdogau,  coi.  Charles  Cunningham,  Henry  I 

* “ It  was  observed,  riiat  the  majority  was  | 
•nainly  owing  to  the  .Scotrh  mentbers,  for  of  37  : 
uf  them  that  were  in  the  House,  3i  voted  for  ' 
the  Bill,  and  aga|tutiitt’'->.IE«litieal  SuKjii 
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Dainea,  sir  William  Lawson,  sir  Wilfred 

Dalrymple,  sir  David  Lechmere,  Nicliolas 

Darcy,  hoc.  Conyers  Lee,  sir  Thomas 

Delnvsl,  George  Jjennard,  sir  Samuel 

DelavoJ,  Francis  Lewis,  Tbotnna  (Hod* 

Dillingcon,8irTrislram  nor) 

Distou,  Jusiah  Littleton,  Thomas 

Docminique,  Paul  Lomax,  Joshua 

Dodd,  John  London,  John 

Douglas,  William,  jun.  Long,  col.  Charles 

Douglas,  lion.  George  Lowe,  Samuel 

Drake,  air  Francis  U.  Lowndes,  Wiiiiaio 

Ducane,  Richard  Lowther,  James 

Egerton,  hon.  Wiiliam  Lowther,  sir-Williom 

Eliot,  Edward  Mead,  sir  Nathouiel 

Erie,  Joseph  Mason,  Charles 

Erie,  Thomas  Mavoard,  Thomas 

Erie,  Giles  Meyrick,  Owen 

Eyies,  sir  John  Micktewaic,  Joseph 

Eyies,  Francis  Middleton,  lord  vise. 

Fane,  hon.  John  Milner,  James 

Farrer,  William  Minshull,  Edward 

Fnrringlon,airUichafd  Molesworth,  lord  vise. 

Fielding, bon.  William  Monro,  Robert 

Filxwiilipms,  lurd  ‘ Monsoii,  sir  William 

Forbes,  John  Montraih,  earl  of 

Forrester,  William  Montgnmery,  John 

Fowler,  sir  Richard  Moodie,  James,  Jun. 

Frankland,T]>omas  Murdniint,iion.  It. gen. 

Gibbon,  Philips  Moreton,  MRlihew,D. 

Gordon,  sir  William  Morguii,  Anthony 

Gould,  Nathaniel  Morpeth,  turd  vise. 

Grantham,  Richard  Muuiitsgue,  Janiea 

Grimston,  William  Murray,  Alexander 

Grove,  Grev  James  Murray,  lord  James 

QrenvUle,  Ilicbiird  Naylur,  George 

Haldane,  Mungo  Negus,  Fronds 

Haldane,  Patrick  Neville,  Grey 

Halsey,  Edmund  Newport,  lord  vise. 

Hampden,  Richard  Norris,  sir  J»hn 

Hemson,  Eilwnrd  Oiiphani,  diaries 

Heathcote,  sir  GdberC  Oosluw,  Denzil 

Ilealh,  Thomas  Ougliton,  sir  Adolpbos 

Heathcoie,  John  sir  Gregory 

Iltnley,  John  Palmer,  sir  Thomas 

Mill,  sir  Roger  Papiiliiin,  Philip 

Hillsborough,  lord  vise.  Parker,  sir  Philip 

Ilillersdcii,  Willinm  Fauiect,  lord  Harry 

Hitcbe,  Robert  Faulett,  lord  William 

Hobart,  sir  John  Pelliam,  Henry,  jun. 

Hoiicywoixl,  R-ibert  Fengelly,TlinmHS 

Hupkiiis,  Edward  Fhihps,  sir  John 

Hopkins,  John  Pfailpoi,  Nicholas 

Hoskins,  sir  Hunger*  Piers,  William 

ford  Pelham,  Thomas 

IIotljam,sir  Charles  Pelham.hoii.  Henry 

(loghton,  sir  Henry  Piijgot,  Robert 

Hucks,  Willinm  Pvnsent,  sir  William 

Janssen,  sir  Theodore  Pitt,  Thomas,  jun. 

Jeky)l,  sir  Joseph  PImntree,  John 

Jenkins,  Tobias  Pollock,  sir  Robert 

Jennings,  sir  John  Prideaux,  sir  Edmund 

Jessop,  William  Pringle,  John 

Ingram,  Arthur  Reliott,  sir  Isaac 

Joluison,  sir  Thomas  Rich,  air  Robert 

I Jolmstoii,  sir  Willism  Rider,  sir  Barnlinm 

i.EeiV'huBi'WiilJiktai.'..)  nilled>«WjiGnbriel 
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Kogers,  sir  Jnha  Trcby,  Geoige 

Ilogers,  Nalbuniel  Trelavrce;,  sir  John 

Ruafiuot,  sir  John  Trenctuird,  Geci^e 

Suinvel,  sir  Thomas  TuSheH,  Samuel 

Sawbridge,  Jacob  Tyrcomiel,  lord  rise. 

Scawen,  sir  Thomas  Vans,  Patrick 

SliBQiiou,  lord  vise.  Vernon,  Thomas 

Shuie,  JulmBarriogton  Wade,  Georse 

Sloper,  William  Wager,  sir  Cbariea 

Smelt,  Letinard  Wallis,  William 

Smith,  Jiimes  Walter,  Peter 

S(anhiipc,co!.  William  Warrendor,  sir  George 
Smhope,  Charles  Weaver,  Johu 

Stanwis,  Thos.  maj.  West,  boo.  John 

gen.  Wheat,  air  Thomas 

Steel,  sir  Ricbani  Wbichcote,  sir  Francis 

St.  Quintin,  sir  Wot.  White, Thomas 

Sfaelbura,  lord  Whitmore,  Williams 

Strickland,  sir  Wm.  Wilmer,  William 

Stuart,  William  Willis, Cbarles,gcneral 

Sloan,  hon.  Joint  WiticnTOng,  airJoba 

Tench,  sir  Fi'her  Wortley,  Mw.  Moo- 

Tbompson,  sir  Wm.  togu 
Thompson,  William  Wroi,  Robert 

Townslieud,  hon.  Ho-  Wylde,  Thomas 

ratio  Vuuiig,  William 

Against  the  Bill. 

Anstis,  Joint  Cross,  sir  Thomas 

Archer,  Antireiv  Camming,  sir  Alex. 

Aslie,  Edward  Curzoo,  sir  John 

Ashe,  Williaot  Davers,  sir  Robert 

Asiley,  sir  Jacob  Deiaone,  William 

Bacon,  Waller  Goddington,  George 

Baker,  George  Dowclesweli,  William 

Bainpheld,  sir  C.  W.  Downe,  &enry  vise. 

Bampiield,  John  Drake,  Mon. Gairard 

Barrymore,  earl  of  Drax,  Henry 

Basset,  John  Drew,  Francis 

B.uhurst,  Benjamin  Euriily,  sir  Edward 

Beaumont,  sir  Genrge  Eden, sir  John 

Bertie,  lion.  James  Edgcoinb,  Richard 

Bland,  sir  John  Elford,  Jonathan 

Blucdill,  sir  Uontague  England,  George 

Brigscock,  Owen  Evelyn,  George 

Bruere,  George  Fleettvood,  Johu 

Buller,  John  Francis  Fermannagli,  lord  vise. 

Buebury,  sit  Henry,  Ferrets,  Tfaninas 

Calmady,  Shilslon  Finch,  Daniel  lord 

Calthorpe,  Reynolds  Fleetwood,  Henry 

Carew,  sir  William  Flemming,  Richard 

Cartwright,  Thomas  Foley,  Richard 

Cave,  sir  Tiiomaa  Foley,  Tbuinns 

Cecil,  hon.  Charles  Freeman,  Ralph 

Chaffin,  George  Godfrey,  Peter 

Churchill,  col.  Chas.  Goriolplm,  Sidney 

Clarke,  Godfrey  Graiime,iioD.  James 

ClBrk,GeorEe,L,L.D.  Grevile,  hnn.  Dodd 

Colemore,  William  Grosvenor,  sir  Rd. 

Compton,  hon.  Spen.  Guems^,  lord 

Conyers,  Jolm  Gwjn,  Francis 

^nyers,  Thomas  Hanmer,  sir  Thomas 

Cope,  sir  Jonathan  Hnrdress,  John 

Cope,  sir  John  Hnrley,  Edward 

Corbet,  Andrew  Harvey,  Daniel 

Corrance,  Clement  Harvey,  Edward 

Cotton,  sir  John  j^ed^il'orlhjJioba  . ..| 


Heliier,  William  P^toe,  William 

Ilerberi,  Janies  Pitt,  George 

Uente,  Joseph  Pitt,  Thomas,  sen. 

lieroi),  Henry  Pitt,  Robert 

Uervey,  lord  Carr.  Pole,  sir  William 

Heygbain,  William  Pulteney,  Wiiliam 

fleysham,  Robert  Roberts,  John 

Hickman,  sir  Will.  Robinson,  sir  Williatn 

Hill,  Samuel  Roll,  Edward 

Hmehinghroke,  lord  Ross,  bon.  Charles 

viscount  Jl'iwney,  Thomas 

Hopton,  fiiclierd  Rudge,  John 

How,  sir  Richard  Sandibrd,  sir  Kicbaid 

Hungerford,  John  Sendya,  Samuel 

Hyde,  Robert  Sebright,  sir  Thomti 

JcBreys,  Edw.  Win.  Saunders 
Jenkinson,  sir  Robert  Selwyn,  John 

Batiks  Shippen,  William 

Jennings,  James  Shuuleworch,  Richard 

Jennings,  Philip  ’ Smiih.Joha 

Tng,  Wdliani  Smith,  Thomas 

Jones,  Roger  Smithson,  Hugh 

Johnson,  sir  Henry  Snell,  John 

Isbiun,  sir  Jusiinian  Sondes,  Edward,  vise. 

Kaye,  sir  Arthur  Stanhope,  lord  Philip 

Keymisjsir  Charles  Steplieus,  William 

Kmghi,  William  Stepney,  sir  Thomas 

Kynaston,  Corbet  Stonehouse,  sir  John 

Lambert,  Edward  .Stradling,  sir  Edward 

Lawson,  Gilfrid  Stntngnaysil'homas 

Leirwster,  sir  Francis  Sutton,  brig.  gen. 

Leigit,  lion.  Charles  .Swaniou,  Francis 

Levina,  William  Talbnt,  John  Ivory 

LeweOjSir  William  Travers,  Samuel 

Lewis,  Thunias  Irevuiion,  John 

(Monmouthshire)  I'limcr,  Cbolmley 

Lewis,  Thomas  Turner,  sir  Charles 

(Suuthnmpian)  Turner,  sir  Edward 

Long,  sir  James  Tyrwhk,  sir  John 

Longuevillc,  Cliarles  Vaughan,  Richard 

Lunitev,  lion.  Henry  Vernon,  Thomas 

Lutwyciie,  Thomas  V’inceni,  Henry 

lllaisters,  Thomas  Urquhart,  Alexander 

Medlicul,  James  WaIcot,Humphrey 

Mews,  sir  Peter  Wallop,  hon.  John 

Middleton,  John  Walpole,  Horatio 

Milter,  sir  Thomas  Walpole,  Robert 

Malineux.SuiiiUbt  Waller,  sir  John 

Mortice,  sir  Nicholas  Warhurton,  sir  Ceo. 

Morrice,  Humphry  Ward,  Jtdin 

Mostyii,  sir  Roger  Wsrd,  William 

Newiud,  William  Wentworth,  ban.Tbo. 

Nicholas,  Edward  Wentworth,  Thn.  juu. 

Norris,  ^ward  Willoughby,  bon.  Fr. 

North,  Dudley  Wintisor,hon.  Dixey 

Nortliey,eir  Erlward  Worsley,  sir  Robert 

Northey,  William  Worsley,  James  _ 

Northmore,  William  Wrightson,  William 

Offley,  Crew  Wykes,  William 

Owen,  sir  Arthur  Wyndham,sirWiUiam 

Packer,  Robert  Wynn,  Richard 

Pager,  lord  flenry  Wynn,  Thomas 

Packingion,  sir  John  Wynn,  W.  Williams 

Palmer,  Thomas  York,  John 

Palmer, sir  JeSety 

J*0.  |9.-|  Tibfrwrtetqfriwdn.’f, being  read  for 
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the  going  into  a Comniiue«of  the  whole  House 
upon  tlie  Bill  froni  the  Lords,  *■  For  streneth- 
• ruing  lUe  Protestant  Interest,'  &c.  the  lord 
Guernsey  moved,  “ That  it  be  an  initructinn  to 
tbe  said  Committee,  ibnt  they  have  power  to 
receire  a Clause,  Tlint  any  person  when  lie 
cuines  to  cake  the  Oath  of  AhJuraUun  and  other 
uHtlis  i subsequent  to  the  receiving  ihc  Sacra* 
meat,  in  order  to  his  qualification,  shall  ac- 
knowledge that  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testnmeut  were  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration, and  shall  acknowledge  his  firm  faith 
and  belief  in  the  ever-blessed  Trinity  but 
the  previous  question  being  pat,  that  ibe  ques- 
tion be  now  put  upon  tbe  said  motion,  it  passed 
in  the  n^ative,  by  90  voices;  several  mem- 
bers who  voted  against  cbeBlli, ' Forstrengtb- 
‘ inlng  the  Protestiut  Interest,'  &c,  having, 
DOlwi^standing  their  opposition  to  that  Bill, 
voted  also  against  the  amendment  proposed  by 
lord  Guernsey.  Tlien  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  u grand  committee  upon  the  said 
Bill,  went  through  the  same,  and  n.-solved  to 
pass  It  wilhoQt  any  amendment,  by  a majority 
ofS!21  votes  against  170. 

Jan.  10.  The  Bill  was  read  the  third  lime, 
passed,  and  sent  back  to  the  Lords. 


the  strictest  obligatioD  Co  take  care  of  the  royal 
prerugaure;  that  therefore  there  must  be  a 
secret  meauuig  in  this  motion  ; that  for  bis  on  tt 
part,  tliougli  he  expected  iioclibg  from  ilie 
crown,  yet  he  would  never  give  his  vote  for 
lopping  off  so  valuable  a branch  of  tbe  prero« 
gativc,  because  this  would  put  it  nnt  of  tbe 
power  of  the  crown  to  reward  merit  and  vir- 
tuous actions.  To  this 

Tlie  Earl  of  Sanderhnd  answered,  That 
though  the  number  of  peers  were  limicetl,  yet 
the  crown  woold  still  be  tbe  rountain  of  ho- 
nour, and  preserve  its  preregaiive  of  creating 
new  Peers,  upon  the  extinciioa  of  old  Cities,  for 
want  of  male  issue,  which  happened  iire- 
qoently ; and  that  those  estinctioiis  would  give 
the  priace  on  tbe  throne  suffident  opportunities 
to  bestow  bonnurs  upon  commouers  of  dis- 
tioguished  merit  and  abilities.  His  lordship 
concluded  wiih  Imckiag  the  earl  of  Carlisle’s 
motion,  and  no  member  opposing  it,  the  debate 
was  adjourned  accordingly,  till  the  second  of 
March  ; for  which  day  tire  Lords  were  sum- 
looned. 

Th*  King')  Metaage  relating  to  the  Peerage.] 
March  S.  Earl  Stanhope  delivered  to  the 
House  the  following  Message  frocn  tbs  King. 


Debate  in  the  Lords  on  tbe  Stale  of  the 
Purage.]  February  28.  The  Duke  of  So- 
merset rose,  and  represented,  Uat  the  number 
of  Peers  being,  of  Uie  years,  very  much  in- 
oeased,  especially  since  the  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  itsccmcd  absolutely  necessary  to  fix 
the  same,  both  Co  preserve  tbe  dignity  of  Peer- 
age, and*  to  prevent  the  incoDvenieHcies  that 
may  attend  tbe  creatinn  of  a great  unmber  of  I 
Peers  to  serve  n present  purpose,  of  which  ' 
they  had  a remarkable  instance  in  the  lute ' 
reign  : he  therefore  moved  for  the  bringing  in 
a BtU  tn  settle  aiiil  limit  the  Peerage,  in  such 
a manner,  “ That  tbe  number  of  English  Peers 
should  not  be  enlarged  beyond  six  above  the 
present  number,  which  upon  failure  of  male 
issue  miglit  be  supplied  by  new  creations : 
That  instead  of  the  Sixteen  elective  peers  in 
Scotland,  25  be  made  lierediiary  on  the  part  of 
ihuckincduin,  wliose  number,  upon  failure  of 
heirs  mule,  sliould  be  supplied  by  some  other 
Scotch  peers. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  seconded  this  motion ; 
which  was  also  backed  by  the  earls  of  Sunder- 
land and  Carlisle;  hut  the  last  of  these  added, 
That  this  was  a mutter  of  so  great  importance, 
<hat  it  became  the  wisdom  of  that  august  as- 1 
semblynmcurely  to  consider  of  it,  before  thc^ 
^e  to  any  Resolution  ; and  thereupon  hit 
lordship  moved,  “ That  a day  may  be  ap- 
pointed, for  the  House  to  be  in  a Committee, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  present  State  of 
‘he  Peerage  of  Great  Britain." 

1 he  EnrI  afOxford  excepted  against  the  duke 
of  Somerset’s  proposal,  andamong  other  things, 
*>id,Thatasit  tended  to  take  away  the  bright- 
^gern  from  the  crown,  it  was  matter  of  woo- 
"•rto  see  it  supported  by  those,  who,  by  tbe 
8‘cat  empluynrtiiwthe'j.eojoy«d>.it»3ned 


« G.  R. 

“ His  majesty  being  informed,  that  the 
House  of  Peers  have  under  coDsideration  the 
state  of  tbe  Peerage  of  Great  Britain,  is  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  acquaint  this  House,  that  he 
has  so  much  at  heart  the  settling  the  Peerage 
of  the  whole  kiogdom,  opon  such  a foundation, 
as  may  seoore  the  freedom  and  constitution  of 

Carliament  in  all  future  ages,  that  hois  willing 
is  prerogative  stand  not  in  the  way  of  so  great 
and  necessary  u work." 

Further  Delate  in  the  Lords  on  the  State 
of  the  Peerage.]  Then  a motion  being  made 
for  an  Address  of  Thanks  fur  the  said  Mvs- 
sage. 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham  excepted  against  it, 
saying,  It  was  unusual  for  the  king  to  take 
notice  of  anything  depending  io  pnTliainent, 
before  the  same  was  laid  before  Lis  inajescv  in 
a parliamentary  way. 

The  Duke  ol  Buckinghani  over-ruled  thi'sob- 
Jeccion,  and  said,  It  could  not  be  supposed, 
that  the  kiog  alone  should  be  ignorant  uf  what 
every  body  else  knew;  and  that  since  bis  ma- 
jesty was  pleased,  fur  the  goad  of  bis  sulyects, 
to  suiTer  his  prerogative  to  be  restrained,  they 
ought  rendiiy  to  accept,  and  thankfully  to  ac- 
knowledge so  great  and  so  gracious  a con- 
descention. 

Hereupon  it  was  agreed,  wiiliout  dividing, 
(0  present  an  Address  of  Tlmnks  to  his  majee- 
tj;  but  some  words  haring  passed  between  tbe 
earls  of  'Sunderland  and  Oxford  about  this  ex- 
traordinary Message,  the  House  thought  fit  tn 
interpose,  and  require  from  them,  that  the 
whole  affair  should  go  no  farther,  and  the 
intended  debate  was  adjourned  to  Uie  next 
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Murch  3.  The  Lords,  in  a.  conmitwe  of  ctie 
wiiole  IIuUK,  of  which  the  carl  uf  Clarendou 
wiia  chairmnn,  lonk  inin  caaiideracioii  the  pre- 
eeni  State  of  chc  Peerni'e  of  Great  Britain. 

Tlie  of  Sunderland  ran  over  the  several 
changes  tiiat  have  happened  in  the  Peerage 
since  Che  reign  of  tjuaeu  Elizabetli  to  lliis  time; 
urging  the  necessity  of  timiciiig  die  imniher 
of  peers,  and  deoionsirated  the  advantage 
of  the  scheme  proposed  by  the  duke  of  So- 

£ari  CoBiper  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  what 
was  intended  to  be  done,  with  relnciun  to  the 
Scots  peerage,  was  a inanifesi  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Union,  and  die  highest  piece  of  in* 
justice ; for  it  was  no  less  than  U deprive 
peisoiis  of  their  right  withoac  being  heard,  und 
without  any  pretence'  of  forfeiture  upon  their 

Enrt,  uigiiig,  Thdt  the  Scots  peers,  who  should 
e excluded  frum  the  number  of  the  twenty 
five  hereditary,  would  be  in  a worse  condition 
than  any  other  sii^ects,  since  liivy  would  nei- 
ther be  elecling  nor  elected,  neither  represent- 
ing tior  represented,  which  could  not  foil  of 
raising  dangerous  discontents  amongst  them; 
chat,  besides,  it  would  be  a breach  of  trust  in 
those  who  represented  the  Scots  peerage, 
wholly  to  direst  liieir  principals  nf  a power, 
with  which  they  had  entrusted  them  uuly  for 
a few  years;  and  therefore  his  lotdsliip  was  of 
opinion,  ih^tt  tlie  Scots  peers  ought  to  have 
been  consulud,  before  tiny  steps  were  made 
in  so  nice  uud  so  important  an  ed'uir. 

These  ohjeccions  were  replied  to  by  the  earls 
of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  Cbolinundelcy 
aud  Poulet,  the  dukes  of  Buckingham. and 
Mewcasile,  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  aud  some 
other  English  lords,  who  were  supported  by 
several  Scots  peers,  particularly  the  dukes  uf 
Uoxburgb  and  Montrose,  the  marquis  of  An- 
nandale,  und  the  carl  of  Hay.  lu  the  hrst 
place,  it  was  ulledged.  That  the  bculiiig  tiie 
peerage  in  the  manner  propusetl,  wns  ratiiera 
heuclk  than  n disudraoiage  to  the  Scots  peer- 
age, whose  representatives  were  thereby  in* 
creased  by  nine,  and  all  made  hereditary;  and 
us  for  those  peers  who  for  the  present  would 
be  excluded,  they  would  afterwards  have  a 
chance  to  come  iu,  upon  failure  of  any  of  the 
twenty  hve : 'i'liat  this  regulation  could  nut 
be  looked  upon  us  a viulatiou  of  the  Union,  two 
things  only  being  made  unalterable  fuiidumen- 
lais  of  that  cnnrruct,  viz.  religion,  and  ibe  pro- 
porliou  of  public  taxes ; to  prove  which,  severul 
Articles  of  the  Act  of  Union  were  rend:  and 
that  the  consulting  of  the  Scots  peers  in  tliis 
un'air,  would  be  altogether  improper  and  uii- 
parlioinenUiry,  and  attended  with  grc.it  incon- 

The  Earl  nf  Jlui/,  in  particular,  represented, 
That  rliu  brni|ing  in  u number  of  peers  into 
time  Home  by  dection,  was  cermiiily  deroga- 
tory to  the  d’gnily  uf  that  august  asseiubly,  and 
uf  the  highest  irihunid  in  the  nniicil  kingdom; 
and  therefore  he  had  lung  before  wished  to  see 
this  defect  in  the  Union  rectified,  and  the  Scots 
peers  freed  fipm  ibm  i^omjB[r|ius,niifrk  «f 
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tinciion,  which  mnde  them  be  looked  upoo 
as  dependent  on  the  court  and  minitiry,  and 
not  at  liberty  to  vote,  like  the  other  members, 
for  the  good  and  interest  of  their  cuuulry. 

Tiie  Earl  of  Nottingham  and  the  lord 
Townshend  declared.  That  they  were  not 
against  limiting  the  peerage,  but  only  uguinst 
the  doing  it  in  a mumier,  which,  in  their  upU 
nioD,  was  unjust,  ami  might  be  attended  wiili 
dangerous  consequences. 

Resolutions  of  the  Lords  in  relalion  to  the 
Peerage.]  But  after  a debate  that  lasted  till 
near  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  evening,  by  a 
majority  of  83  votes  against  30,  their  lordships 
came  to  the  followingliesolutiuns,  viz. 

“ J.Thatiu  lieu  of  ibe  16  elective  pern,  to 
sit  in  tills  House  on  the  pan  of  Scothmd,  93 
peers  to  he  declared  by  his  mojesty,  shall  hare 
hereditary  seals  in  purliamcnt,  aud  be  ibe 
peeni  on  the  part  of  the  peerage  of  Scotland. 

“ 2.  Tliiii  such  S3  peers  shall  be  declared 
by  his  majesty,  beforq  the  next  session  of  ps^ 
liaiueni. 

“ J.  Thai  9 of  thesiiid  85  shall  beappoinied 
by  his  majesty  to  have  imniediaie  right  to  such 
hereditary  seots  in  parliament,  subject  to  die 
qualiheations  requisite  by  the  luws  now  m U'ing. 

4.  That  none  of  tiie  remaining  16  su  to  be 
declared  by  his  majesty,  or  tbeir  beirs,  shall  be- 
come sitting  peers  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  until  after  the  determination  of  this 
present  purliament,  except  such  are  of  the 
number  of  the  16  peers  now'  sitting  in  par-  ‘ 
liamenc  on  the  part  of  Scotland,  and  tbeir 
hei  rs.  i 

“ 3.  TliaC  if  any  of  the  S3  peers  so  to  bs 
declared  by  bis  majesty,  und  ilieir  heirs  shall  ' 
fail,  some  oua  or  other  of  the  peers  uf  Scotlaad 
kball  be'ap^inied  by  Lis  majesty,  bis  heirs 
aud  successors,  to  succeed  to  every  such  |ieer 
sofailiug;  and  every  peer  so  appointed  shall 
be  one  of  the  peers  on  the  part  of  the  peerage 
of  Scotland,  in  the  parliament  of  Great  lliilain,  . 
uud  so,  tori'es  fuotles,  us  oflen  as  such  lailure 
shall  happen.  ' 

6.  That  the  hereditary  right  of  sitting  in 
parliantem,  which  shall  accrue  to  the  25  peers  ' 
of  Scotland,  to  be  declared  by  his  mojesty, 
shall  he  so  limited  as  not  to  descend  to  le- 

“ 7.  That  the  number  of  peers  of  Great  | 
Britaiu,  on  ilic  part  uf  England,  shall  not  be 
enlarged,  wiiliout  precedent  right,  beyond  j 
six  above  wbut  they  are  at  presant ; but  as  any  I 
Ilf  die  said  present  peers,  or  such  six  new  ' 
peers,  in  case  they  be  created,  shall  foil,  tbeir 
numbers  may  be  supplied  by  uew  creations  of 
commoners  of  Great  Britain,  born  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  nr  o»v 
of  the  dominions  thereunto  belungiiiK,  or  burn 
of  Brilisii  uorenls,  and  so,  Mia  giuilier) 
often  as  sucu  failure  shall  hupptii. 

“ 8.  Thai  uo  perstia  be  at  any  time  created 
by  writ,  nor  any  peerage  granted  by  patent, 
for  any  longer  estate  ibaii  lor, the  grantee,  and 
the  |hfii^„^i(l^pf  ,,,, 
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" 0.  That  (here  he  not  any  mtraini  npoa 
the  crown,  from  creatinij  any  of  the  princes  of 
(he  hlood,  peers  of  Great  Britain,  with  right  to 
til  in  parliament. 

10.  lliat  whenerer  those  Lords  non  sitting 
in  parliament,  nbi,se  sons  have  been  called  by 
writ,  shall  die ; then  it  shall  be  la»Ful  for  hii 
majesty,  his  heira  and  successors,  to  create  a 
peer  to  supply  the  number  so  lessened. 

“ 11.  That  every  creation  of  a peerliero- 
after  to  be  imide,  Contrary  to  these  Resolu* 
tio.os,  shall  be  nilb  and  void  to  all  ioceots  and 
purjiases.” 

The  Peerage  Bill  brought  ia.]  March  5. 
The  Earl  of  Clarendon  reported  these  Resoln* 
tioDS  to  the  liouie,  which  being  agreed  to,  the 
Judges  were  ordered  to  brinx  in  a Bill*  there* 
open ; which  they  did  accordingly  on  the  14Ch, 
when  the  said  Bill  was  reud  the  first,  and  or- 
dered to  be  rend  a second  time. 

The  Peerage  Bill  dropped,']  March  10.  Hie 
Lords  liaviog  read  this  Bill  the  second  time, 

' three  Scotch  lords  petitioned  to  be  hoard  by 
I their  counsel  against  the  said  Bill  t but  it  being 
represented  by  some  English  peers,  that  Che 
I Lords  being  sole  judges  of  what  relates  to  the 


* The  same  day  this  Bill  wtts  brought  in, 
dterc  was  printed  and  delivered  to  the  Lords, 
a List  of  the  Peers  eeistkig  at  the  time  of  king 
James  Ist’i  accession  to  the  crown,  and  of 
those  who  hare  since  been  adranceil  to  the 
Pee^e;  as  also  of  the  several  Peers  extinct 
in  his  and  the  succeeding  reigns.  By  ibis  List 
it  appears  that, 


At  the  death  of  Queen  Elitabeth,  the  number  of 


English  Peers  wai 
King  James  I.  created  03 
King  Charles  I.  • - 59 
King  Charles  II.  - • 64 
Xing  James  II.  . - 8 

E. William  andQ.Mary  SO 
Queen  Anne  - . - SO 
King  George  - - -'20 

332 


extinct  added 


Remains  • 178 


At  the  time  of  debating  the  Bill,  the  State  of 
I die  Peers  was  as  fullosis: 

The  Prince  of  VVnies  and  Duke 


of  York  -------  S 

Dukes  ..-..-.-83 
Earls  .........73 

Viscounts  .....--13 

Barons  ........fis 


Archbishops  and  Bishops 
Peers  of  Scotland  . . . 


VoL.  VIL 


178 

96 

16 

990 


Peerage,  they  could  not  allow  their  rights  and 
privileges  to  be  questioned  and  canvassed  by 
lawyers;  and  having  to  that  purpose  cited  a 
precedent,  viz.  the  case  of  tt^  late  duke  Homil. 
ton,  when  he  claimed  a seat  in  that  huuse  as 
duke  of  Brandon,  the  said  petition  of  the  three 
Scotch  Lords  was  rejected  without  dividing. 
March  18,  tbs  Lords,  in  a grand  conimiuee, 
took  the  satd  bill  again  into  consideration,  but 
adjourned  it  to  the  90th. 

Aprils.  It  being  moved  in  the  House 
Lords  to  receive  the  report  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole  Huuse  upon  the  Bill  for  settling 
the  Peen^e  of  Great  Britain,  the  same  was 
put  off  to  the  6ib,  when  the  Amendments 
made  to  the  ssid  Bill  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  But  on  the  14tb, 
the  day  appointed  for  ilie  third  reading,  lord 
Siniihope  observed,  That  tiiis  Bill  bad  made  a 
great  noise,  and  raised  strange  apprehensions; 
and  since  the  design  of  it  had  been  so  misre- 

E resented,  and  so  misunderstood,  (hat  it  was' 
ike  to  meet  with  great  opposition  in  the  cither 
llousc,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  let  that  mat. 
ter  lie  still,  till  a more  proper  opportunity  t 
And  thereupon  the  third  reading  of  ilie  said 
Bill  was  put  off  to  the  S8th  of  that  month  : by 
which  Resoluiioii  ihe  said  Bill  was  dropped  for 
the  present  sessiim  * 


• Wr.  Coke,  in  his  Life  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pule  lies  preserved  the  following  “Memoran- 
dum  oil  the  Peerage  Bill,”  by  lord  chancellor 
Middleton  : 

“ When  the  duke  of  Bolton  first  spoke  to 
me  about  ilie  matter,  tlien  under  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  restraining 
the  number  of  Peers,  I did  not  relish  (he 
Bclierae ; but  retrained  expressing  myself  more 
against  it  at  that  time,  being  told  the  king  was 
flcquahiicd  with  it,  and  that  the  ministry 
iliouglit  it  very  good  for  the  kingdom ; besides, 
he  either  had  not  then,  or  did  not  shew  me  the 
Resolutions  which  were  intended  to  be  moved 
in  thcHnute  of  X.ords,  so  I was  much,  in  the 
dark. ' After  tlie  Lords  bad  passed  thehr  lleso- 
lutioiis,  I waited  on  him  again,  and  continued 
of  the  suDia  Diiod,  but  expressed  myietr  deter- 
mined not  to  debate  or  vote  against  a mailer 
thought  of  such  consequence ; but  could  not 
he  convinced  uf  the  reasonableness  of  the 

“ On  the  6tb  of  March,  lord  Sunderland  at 
Mr.  Boscawea’s,  desired  me  to  see  him  on  the 
Sunday  morning,  that  be  might  discourse  with 
me  on  this  subject.  At  St.  James’s,  he  ex- 
plained  to  me  (be  motives  and  inducements 
I he  ministry  bad  to  push  this  matter ; and  I 
then  shewed  my  not  comprehending  the  reusou 
or  necessity  ibr  bringing  in  the  intended  bill; 
but  expressed  mysell  reived  (considering  my 
being  in  the  kingk  service)  not  to  speak  or  vote 
against  the  bill.  His  lordship  seemed  to  ihiiik 
more  would  be  expected  from  me ; and  used 
words  of  the  king’s  being  obliged  to  change 
hands,  &c.  but  whellier  he  meant,  that  be  must 

obliged  ittf'cb'u^e  Ibe.wtuiliiyy'if  the  bill 
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Tkt  KinB'$  Speech  relating  to  an  Jnvasion 
from  Spuing  Marcli  10.'  'I'l.c  Kiog  went  to 
the  Ilouie  of  Peers,  and  tlie  Connn->ns  attend- 
ing,  lie  was  pleased  to  say.  Tliat  lie  Imd  given 
orders  to  the  Lord  Cliancellor  to  declare  to 
bbtli  Houses,  in  his  name  and  words,  a matter 
bis  majesty  tlioughi  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
wlierenpuii  the  Lord  Cliancellor  read  the  fol- 
lowing speech  s 

“ My  Lords  and  GenUemen, 

« Having  received  from  our  good  brother 
and  ally,  llie  most  Christian  king,  repealed 
advices,  that  an  Invasion  will  suddenly  he  at- 
tempted from  Spain  against  m;  dominions,  in 
fevounif  the  Pretender  to  my  crown,  I have 
judged  it  convenieut  lu  make  you  acquainted 
with  it,  ami  shall,  im  my  pan,  Like  all  the  ne- 
cessary mcnsures  to  rieleai  tlie  dtsigus  of  our 
enemies. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Ilim-e  of  Cnmmnns, 

“ This  attempt,  if  it  proceed,  must  engage 
me  in  some  farther  expences  ly  ses  mid  laud 
than  provision  has  been  made  for.  I musi 
therefore  reionimend  it  to  you  that  I be  ena- 
bled, 10  such  manner  as  you  shtiU  judge  con- 
venient, to  make  the  necessary  d spnsiiioiis  for 
our  security  ; and  you  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  I shall  upon  this  and  all  occasions  have  ns 
mucli  regard  to  the  ease  of  my  people,  as  shall 
be  consistent  with  their  saleiy. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ The  many  proofs  I liuve  li.ir*  of  tlie  affec- 
tion and  loyalty  in'  tills  pnrliiiiiieiit  leave  me 
no  room  to  doubt  of  your  steady  and  vigoruus 
perseverance,  in  support  of  my  persun  and  go- 
vernment iipnn  this  occasiun.” 

The  Lunls’  Address  tkrre‘in.]  The  Lords 
•greed  to  the  folluniiig  Address  : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign  ; 

“ We  your  majesty's  must  dutiful  and  loyal 


miscarried,  or  to  remove  those  uf  his  servants, 
who  should  not  be  for  it,  he  did  not  expressly 
say ; though  from  the  nature  of  the  discourse, 
and  what  I wrus  toid  by  the  duke  of  Bolton 
the  first  day,  I am  ncil  convinced  which  be 

“ Un  15th  March,  I discoursed  this  matter 
with  my  lord  chancellor  at  St.  James's,  and  ex- 
pressed myself  not  convinced  of  the  reasona- 
bleness <>f  the  intended  Bill  : he  was  very 
warm  for  it,  and  seemed  surprised  at  my  heitig 
so  uncitmpiying;  but  lord  Coningshy  ciming 
in,  broke  off  the  conversation,  The  more  T 
consider  this  matter,  the  more  I am  confirmed 
in  Diy  opinion,  that  the  Bill  brought  iuto  the 
House  of  Lords  on  14th  March,  commonly 
called  the  Peerage  Bill,  is  of  that  nature,  thni 
the  Commons  ought  not  to  pass  it;  and  after 
liaving  heard  the  arguments  nlTered  by  the  duke 
of  Boiioii,  lord  Sunderland,  lord  chancellor, 
and  ail  that  was  offered  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
to  induce  them  to  come  to  the  Resolutions,  on 
which  the  Bill  is  founded,  whbout  beiug  con- 
Tinced,  l-ibinkVama<;«^<iCQalt(ir.i'^  -,i 


subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majvity  our  bumble  'I'imiiks  for  your  most  gra- 
cious Speech  from  the  throne,  in  which  your 
majesty  lias  been  pleased  to  communicate  to 
yonr  parliament,  that  you  have  received  re- 
peated advices  from  the  most  Christian  king 
of  an  intended  Invasion*  from  Spain,  of  your 
majesty's  dominions,  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
tender to  your  crown ; and  we  do  likewise 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty,  that  this 
House  will,  upon  Uiis  and  all  other  occaskms, 
stand  by  and  assist  your  majesty  with  the  ut- 
most zeal,  ill  support  and  defence  of  your  sacred 
person  aud  governmeut,  in  opposition  to  all 

The  King's  Answer.]  His  Majesty’s  Answer 
was  as  fnlluws  : 

“ My  Lords  ; 

“I  than  it  you  kindly  for  fbis  seasouable  marie 
of  your  zeal  for  my  persoji  and  government, 
which  cannot  failol  heartening  our  friends,  and 
discouraging  uur  enemies.” 


* “ The  squarlron  which  iiad  been  fitting  out 
some  time  for  this  expedition,  sailed  from  Cadiz 
towards  England,  consisting  of  ten  tnen  of  war 
and  transport-ships,  with  6,000  regular  troops 
on  board,  mostly  Irish,  with  arms  for  10  or 
13,000  men.  The  duke  of  Ormond  was  the 
conductor  of  this  undertaking,  with  the  citl'e  of 
captain  general  of  the  king  of  Spain.  He 
was  to  publish,  in  the  proper  places,  a decla- 
ruiiuii  in  that  king’s  name,  wherein  he  said, 
‘ That  for  many  very  good  reasons,  he  had  re- 
■ solved  to  send  pan  uf  Ills  laud  end  sea-forces 
' into  England  and  Scotland,  to  serve  as  auxili- 
‘ lines  to  aingJames;  what  had  confirmed  him 
‘ ill  his  resolution,  was  the  certain  advices  he 
‘ had  received,  time  many  of  the  two  nacioni, 
‘ iiuiwitlistanding  their  strong  inclinatiun  to 
‘ acknuivlerlge  that  prince  for  their  sovereign, 
' durst  not  openly  declare  for  him,  because  they 
‘ did  nut  see  liim  supported  by  any  of  the  states 

• of  Europe,  who  had  litlier  power  or  will 

* to  assist  ciiein  ; that,  to  remove  this  difficulty, 
‘ and  others  that  might  arise,  lie  declared  he 
‘ was  determined  to  use  all  his  power  for  the 
‘ restorucion  of  a priuce*,  in  a country  belouging 
‘ to  him  by  nndenial>l«  right : That  lie  hoped 
‘ Providence  would  favour  so  just  a cause; 
‘but,  that  the  fear  of  ill  success  might  not 
‘ hinder  any  person  from  declaring  readily  (or 
‘ Iiim,  he  promised  a secure  retreat  in  his  do- 
‘ minious,  to  all  that  should  join  him,  and,  id 
‘ case  they  were  forced  to  leave  their  country, 
‘ he  deciaved,  that  every  sea  or  laud  officer 
‘ ehoutd  have  the  same  rank  as  be  enjoyed  lO 
‘ Greni  Britain,  and  the  soldiers  stiouiil  he  r*' 
‘ ceived  and  treated  like  his  own.' 

“ Tbe-e  preparations  had  not  been  so  secret, 
but  the  king  bad  received  timely  notice  to  take 
the  uecessnry  precautions  1 The  duke  of  Or- 
leans, in  return  for  the  same  favour,  had  a^ 
^(luiuut'M’UtiU'iwiUk’etU  trt-co«^d>idiscuver-  A 
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Debate  in  the  Commont  on  ike  King’s  Speech^ 
The  CuiniDOns  beirg  reiurned  tu  the  House, 
it  was  moved,  “ That  an  humble  Address  be 
presealed  to  Ills  majesi;,  to  return  him  ilie  du- 
tiful nndunMgned  thanksof  this  House  for  bar- 
ing grnciuuslv  communicated  to  hit  parliament, 
that  he  has  received  intelligence  of  an  lura- 
gion  incendedfromSpain  against  these  kingdoms; 
and  to  assure  Ins  uiajesi^  chat  this  House  v<ill 
support  him  wilh  the  utmost  rigour  and  elTorts 
to  defeat  so  extraordinary  an  alCeinpi;  and  to 
desire  that  hit  majesty  would  give  the  necessary 
orders  tu  strengthen  and  augment  bit  firces  by 
tea  and  land,  in  such  manner  as  he,  in  bis  great 
wisdom,  shall  think  fit;  assuring  his  majesty 
that  tbit  House  will  effectually  make  good  anv 
increase  of  expence  that  shall  arise  from  such 
an  augmentation,  and  effectually  enable  his 
tnajesiy  not  only  to  disappoint  the  designs  of 
his  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  but  by 
the  blessing  of  God  turn  them  to  tbeir  own 
confusion 

None  of  the  members  did  directly  opcose 
the  motion,  only 

Mr.  Robert  iValpole  took  this  opportunity 
to  find  fault  with  the  ndministration : particu- 
larly with  respect  to  the  sending  a fleet  into  the 
Mediterranean,  whilst  Great  Britain  was  left 


Proclamation  was  published  against  the  duke 
of  Ormond,  and  the  other  lords  that  were  with 
him,  with  a reward  of  5,000f.  for  seizing  the 
duke,  and  of  l,000f.  for  each  of  the  rest,  and 
Of  SOOf.  fdf  every  gentleman.  Astherumour 
of  the  Invasion  increased,  some  forces  were  or- 
dered into  the  north  and  into  the  west  of  Eng 
land  : The  Slates  General  had  notice  to  have 
3,000  men  ready  to  transport  into  England 
when  occasion  required  ; and  were  at  the  same 
time  desired,  not  to  suffer  the  suspicious  em- 
barkations of  ammunition  and  men  that  were 
making  at  Amsterdam,  tvliich  they  agreed  to, 
notwiihscanding  the  endeavours  of  the  Spanish 
ministers  to  the  contrary.  Above  all,  the 
naval  armament  against  the  Spanish  squadron 
Was  hastened.  The  king's  speech  had  all  the 
effect  the  king  could  expect  or  desire.  Both 
Hanses  assured  him'  of  their  support ; anil  the  j 
Commons  desired  him  to  augment  bis  forces  by 
Ka  and  land,  in  such  manner  as  he  should 
think  lit,  promising  to  make  good  any  increase 
of  eipeiice  on  that  account.  With  these  as- 
surances of  the  parliament,  the  king  had  the 
satisfaetion  to  see  his  allies  exert  their  zeal  in 
his  defence.  The  States  sent  over  the  2,000 
men  ; and  the  marquis  de  Prib,  governor  of 
the  Austrian  Netherlands,  six  battalions  of  Im- 
perialists, The  duke  of  Ornleos  offered  no  less 
than  20  battsliuns,  but  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  accept  liis  offer.  These  precautions 
taken  by  the  king  were  very  just,  but  as,  it  hap- 
pened they  proved  needless.  The  Spanish 
Beet  cnine  with  a fair  wind  as  far  as  cape  Fi- 
nistere,  when  n violent  storm  arose,  which  last- 
ed two  days  ami  two  nights.  The  fleet  was  etl- 
tirriy  dispersed,  and  disabled  from  pursuing 
Iheircourie.-'  iTindailii-.-ih' I .!.l 


naked,  and  exposed  to  the  insults  of  a pro., 
voked  enemy  abroad.  He  also  reflected  on 
some  steps,  whereby  the  discontents  had  been 
much  encrensed  at  linme ; and,  among  others, 
touk  notice  of  a bill  lately  brought  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  [meaning  an  Act  for  settling 
the  Pecri^e  of  Great  Britain]  which  cinild  i>o( 
fail  making  most  of  the  Scots  peers  implacable 
enemies.  He  added,  That  though  he  could, 
nut  forbear  blaming  the  conduct  o?  the  minis- 
ters in  same  pnriiculars,  yet  he  still  retained 
ihe  same  thoughts  with  respect  to  his  uinjcsiy, 
and  would  readily  concur  with  the  House,  in 
giving  him  the  most  liearty  pi-oofs  of  their  zeal 
and  aflectioD  for  Ins  majesty’s  person  and  go- 
vernment; and  even  go  so  far  as  to  give  his 
vote;  fur  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
in  case  of  necessity;  but  that  in  his  opinion,  it 
became  ibe  wisdom  of  that  House,  to  know 
whether  the  advices  his  majesty  had  received 
of  an  intended  invastou,  were  well  grounded  be- 
fore tliey  eiiher  niarmed  the  public,  or  engaged 
cbe  nation  in  needless  expeuces.  This  speech 
wns  an.swered  by 

Mr.  Craggs,  who  said,  That  as  to  what  has 
been  suggest^  about  the  Peerage  Bill,  that  af- 
fair being  yet  depending  in  the  other  Ilouse,  it 
was  unparliamentary  to  take  notice  of  it.  before 
it  came  regularly  before  tbeni : Butthat  how- 
ever, he  would  before-hand  venture  to  say,  that 
as  it  was  a most  gracious  condescension  in  bis 
majesty,  to  suffer  a branch  of  liis  royal  prero- 
gative to  be  restrained,  in  order  to  secure  the 
liberty  of  parliaments,  so  he  doubted  not,  thnt 
whenebat  bill  came  down'to  them  it  would  be  un- 
auimously  approved.  Tliat  as  to  the  advices  the 
king  had  communicated  to  his  porlianient  of  the* 
Invasinii  with  which  his  dominions  were  threat- 
ened, thougii  it  was  unusual  for  the  sovereign 
to  declare  his  intelligence,  yet  hb  majesty  bed 
been  most  gmciously  pleased  tu  tell  them  from 
whence  he  received  Ids  infnrmaiion.  That 
therefore  it  would  be  want  of  respect,  to  ques- 
tion his  majesty's  incelligence ; and  he  was 
sure  no  member  of  that  House  had  authority  Co= 
do  it.  That  he  hoped  there  was  no  great  danger 
from  the  Invasion  with  which  they  were  threat- 
ened : blit  that  it  would  be  the  highest  piece  of 
imprudence  not  to  take  all  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions to  repelaiiy  insults  from  theSpaiiinrds, 
and  to  defeat  nil  the  designs  of  his  miyescy’s 
and  the  nation’s  enemies,  both  ni  home  and 
abroad.  And  as  to  tlie  conduct  of  his  majesty's 
ministers,  ou  which  that  member  was  pleased 
to  reflect,  if  a motirm  -were  made  for  appoint- 
ing a (lay  to  inquire  into  the  same,  he  would 
readily  second  it. 

After  this,  tlie  motion,  for  an  Address  to  his 
majesty  passed  into  an  unanimous  Resolution, 
and  without  losing  time  in  drawing  it  up  in 
form,  it  was  fnrllier  resolved.  That  the  snid  lle- 
solulion  be  laid  beforehis majesty  by  thewbnie 
House;  which  being  dune  ac'coraingly  the 
next  day,  the  king  returned  tliis  Answer. 

“ Gentlemen ; 

“I  take  this  Address  as  a fresh  instance  of 
jkW-dtkty-iKiidaQ^ou’wbidi  you  bkve  so  oRen 
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sprefsed  for  my  p«noB  and  guvernment.  I 
trust  in  God  ie  will  «nabte  ni«  lo  defeat  the  de- 
ligns  of  our  enemies,  and  to  provide  eSectually 
for  wh>it  is  dearest  tome,  the  security  unil  wel- 
fare of  my  people,” 

Jlfr.  Frrman't  Motion /or  adjourning  the 
Coll  of  the  House.]  April  1’4.  Upon  reading  the  | 
order  of  the  day  for  ilie  House  to  he  called  ' 
over  : 

Mr.  Freeman  made  a speech  importing, 
That  some  weeks  before,  bethought  it  neces- 
sary chat  the  absent  members  should  be  sum- 
moned to  atcend'^e  service  of  the  House,  in 
order  to  oppose  some  dangerous  alterations 
[meaning  the  Peerage  Bill  then  depending  in 
the  House  of  Lorilsf  tvhich  were  iuiended  to 
be  made ; and  thaine  observed,  with  a great 
deal  of  saiiataction,  chat  the  summons  had  not 
been  iaefTeetual,  since  there  was  so  great  and  so 
unusual  an  appearance  of  merahers;  which  shew- 
ed that  all  true  patriots  were  resolved  to  exert 
their  zeal  and  eSbrls  in  defence  of  our  excel- 
lent consciiucion;  But  chat  be  hoped,  that  by 
this  time  tlie  danger  was  pretty  well  over,  and 
dial  tlie  contrivers  of  that  project  began  al- 
ready to  repent  it;  that  iberefure  the  trouble 
it  unnecessary  to  give  the  members  he  thought 
of  calling  over  the  House;  and  since  they  had 
dispatched  all  the  public  business  that  lay  be- 
fore then),  they  had  best  adjourn  themselves  to  | 
the  17tb. 

Accordingly  the  C^I  nf  the  House  was  ad-  | 
journed  to  that  day;  to  whieh  time  likewise  ' 
Slie  House  adjourned  themselves, 

Heso/vriun  agsfnsC  the  ittuing  qf  Money  out 
of  the  Chamier  of  London  teaching 
April  17.  In  the  HrfUse  of  l,ortts  a Report  was 
made  from  a committee,  appointed  to  exa- 
mine wfmt  sums  of  money  have  been  issued,  or 
ordered  to  be  issued  out  of  the  chamber  of 
London,  for  (be  prosecuting,  defending,  or 
SDaintaining  certain  causes  nr  Writs  of  Error  in 
this  House,  or  any  other  causes  of  the  like  na- 
ture, for  such  lime  passed  as  the  committee 
fhould  think  proper,  and  by  what  warrant  or 
authority,  and  on  whose  application.  And 
after  debate  had  thereupon,  the  tjuesiion  was 
put,  “ Thaik  is  the  opinion  of  the  House,  that 
the  Common  Council  of  London,  having  issued 
great  sums  of  money  out  of  the  cliantber  of 
X-ondon,  in  maintaining  several  suits  of  law  be- 
tween citizen  and  citizen,  relating  to  contro- 
verted elections,  have  abused  their  trust,  aud- 
been  guilty  of  great  partiality,  and  of  a gross 
mismanagement  of  the  city  treasure,  and  aviola- 
tioii  of  the  freedom  of  Elections  in  the  cjty.'' 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  4C 
against  17. 

Protest  against  the  isid  Resolution.']  The 
following  Protest  was  entered  on  the  Journals: 
“ Dissentient’ 

1.  Because  110  proof  upon  oath  was  made 
before  the  Committee,  of  any  one  of  the  facts 
mentioned  in  the  report;  and  we  conceive, 
that  niibutit  aduapeuc^^jcaiieetlv  beingiiM  ' 


made,  so  heavy  a censure  ought  not  to  be 
passed  on  any  person  whniioever,  much  less  oa 
so  considerable  a body  as  the  Common  Cnnocil 
of  the  city  of  London,  who  have  been,  on 
many  pressing  occasions,  eraineiicly  serviceable 
tu  the  public.. 

“ 3.  Because  theCommon  Council  ofthecity 
I of  London  have  never  been  heart!  to  the  se- 
! vcral  matters  of  which  they  stand  condemned 
by  ihiiresulution, nor  have  they  been  any  nay 
.made  acquainted,  as  for  as  appears  to  us,  that 
they  stood  accused  before  this  House  of  any 
misbehaviours  he  tsoever. 

“ 3.  Because  the  several  matters  or  ofTences 
speciberl  in  this  resolution,  are  properly  cog- 
nizable in  coarts  of  law  or  equity ; and  ibis  re- 
soluiiim  may,  we  fear,  be  construed  as  a de- 
terraioaiioo  of  such  matters  as  may  possibly 
hereafter  be  brought  again  before  this  Houst 
judicially,  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal. 

" 4.  Because  (be  several  sums  of  money 
mentioned  iu  the  report  to  have  been  issued  by 
the  Common  Conuoil  out  of  ihechamberof  iha 
City  of  London,  in  relation  to  cuntroveiied 
elections,  might  possibly,  had  the  Common  | 
Council  been  heard,  have  appeared  tu  b&va  , 
beet]  so  issued  by  them,  in  defence  of  tlieir  ! 
ancient  rights  and  privileges,  and  in  order  to  . 
prevent  any  incroacbmrnt  thereupon.  | 

•'  Buckingham,  Monijny,  Harcourt,  Mansell, 

. Bathurst,  Bingley,  Cuiiipton,  Trevor,  Gower, 
Strafford,  Carlton,  Bruce,  Oxford,  Westou,  i 
I Northampton,  Faley.” 

r*e  Xing’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  iAeSrsiisn.}  , 
April  18.  The  King  came  lo  the  House  of  | 
Peers,  aad,  after  passing  several  Bills,  put  an 
end  to  the  session,  with  the  following  speech  | 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  read  to  boihiloutea 
“ My  Xtords,  and  Gentlemen  ; 

<‘I  am  nowcomeio  put  an  end  to  tliis session, 
in  which  you  liave  shewn  many  great  and  len- 
souaUle  proofs  of  your  duty  aud  affection  to  iny 
person  ami  government,  and  of  your  care  lor  I 
the  safety  and  welfare  of  your  fellow  subject!, 

“ By  the  blessing  of  God  on  our  endeavours, 
we  have  hitherto  disappoioieil  the  ill  designs  of 
our  enemies,  who  flaliered  themselves  with 
success  from  our  unhappy  divisions.  , 

“ We  perceive,  by  the  rash  and  wicked 
councils  which  have  lately  prevailed  in  tha 
court  of  Spain,  that  the- desperate  and  extra- 
v.ignnt  projects  of  one  amldcious  man,  (hough 
nut  capable  of  giving  fears  to  their  neighbonri( 
may  occsisiun  to  them  some  eipence  aud  trou- 
ble. 

“ That  court,  being  influenced  by  counsels 
odious  and  destructive  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
find  themselves  negiccKd  and  oppressed,  iftet 
having  endeavour^  to  fomeuC  conspiracies  and 
seditions,  both  here  end  in  France,and  stooped 
to  prnstices  unusual,  accompanied  by  maoifes- 
toes  of  a stile  unheard  of  among  great  princes, 
has  at  last  proceed  to  acknowledge  the  Fre* 

" Ae  this  news  has  given  great  surprise  w 
isli^r6ipe>  L'qnisthjisi  Bot  •biit"it  will  bert- 
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coved  iiy  every  good  Briton  viitb  indigoation 
and  contempt. 

" It  is  our  liappineta  at  this  juncture,  to  find 
ourselves  assisted  hy  the  greatest  powers  or 
Europe  against  an  enemy  that  has  no  aUies,  but 
those  who  would  betray  the  guveroments  under 
which  (hey  live  and  are  protected. 

“ Gentletnen  of  the  House  ofComoions  ; 

« I ihanlt  you  very  heartily  for  the  supplies 
yoQ  have  granted  me  thb  year  ; The  manner 
10  which  you  have  raised  then),  witboot  any 
new  burthen  to  my  peo'ple,  the  great  addition 
yeu  have  made  to  (he  fiimJ  fur  sinking  the 
debts  of  the  uation,the  discharge  of  the  Exche- 
quer Bills,  and  the  provision  you  have  made 
to  pay  whatever  remains  justly  due  to  foreign 
states  and  princes,  ere  the  strongest  proof*  of 
your  wisdom,  as  well  as  of  your  zeal  for  my 
tervice,  aod  the  good  of  your  country.  You 
may  observe,  I have  hitherto  been  very  cau- 
tious uf  making  use  of  the  potver  yoo  have 

|;iven  me,  to  increase  our  forces  by  sea  and 
and.  Hour  enemies  should  oblige  me  to  a 
greater  expence,  it  shall  be  empIoyM  for  your 
service.  This  is  what  the  trust  you  r^ose  in 
me  requires  at  my  bauds,  and  wbat  1 owe  to 
ao  dutiful  and  a&ctionate  a House  of  Com- 
mons. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen; 

“ There  being  uotbing  more  desirable,  at  all 
times,  than  B$nn  luiioabetweea  Protestauts; 
I reflect  with  satisfaction  upon  the  law  you 
hare  passed  this  tessioo,  which  wilt,  I hope, 
prove  efiectual  to  that  purpose.  As  it  is  a 
signal  instance  of  moderation  and  indulgence 
ia  our  Established  Church  ; so  I hope  it  will 
beget  such  a return  of  gratitude  from  ell  dis- 
senting Protestants,  as  will  greatly  tend  to  her 
honour  aod  security  ; both  which  I shall  ever 
have  near  at  heart. 

“ I have  always  looked  upon  the  ginry  of  a 
sovereign,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Subject,  as  in- 
separable ; and  think  it  is  the  peculiar  bappi- 
aess  ofa  British  king  to  reign  over  a free  peo- 

Eile.  As  the  civil  rights  therefore,  and  privi- 
eges  of  all  my  subjects,  and  especially  of  my 
two  Houses  of  Parllameat,  do  justly  claim  my 
most  tender  concern;  if  any  provision,  designed 
to  perpetuate  these  blessings  to  your  posterity, 
Mnaiiis  imperfect,  for  want  of  time  during  this 
session,  maturely  to  discuss  and  settle  mat- 
tersjof  so  great  importance,  1 promise  myself, 
you  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  render 
my  wishes  for  your  happiness  complete  and 
^cctoal,  and  to  strengiMn  the  union,  which 
U of  so  much  consequence  to  the  welfare  of 
>his  kingdom. 

“ If  tlie  circumstances  of  my  affairs  shall 
allow  of  my  going  abroad  (bis  summer,  I shall 
take  the  same  care  of  yoar  interest  as  if  I re- 
mained here.  The  many  negotiations  which 
wjll  be  on  foot  to  restore  the  fieace  of  the 
Knrth,  in  which  the  trade  and  tranquillity  of 
this  kingdom  may  be  very  much  cuncerned, 
will  make  my  presence  (here  of  great  use  to 
these  mjrdaMwsonsii  .Aflc^iaiMit.  jhatca**,!. 


design,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  meet  yoa 
early  next  winter;  I will  only  rccommeml  to 
you  most  earnestly,  that,  laying  aside  all 
animosities,  you  wuuld,  ia  your  several  coun- 
tries and  stations,  use  your  utmost  endeavour* 
to  preserve  the  public  peace,  aud  see  a due 
execution  of  (ha  laws.” 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
parliament  to  the  19th  of  May  allowing;  and 
1C  was  ufterwerds,  by  several  prorogations,  far- 
iber  prorogued  to  the  33d  of  November*. 


nFTH  SESSION  op  thx  nPTH  PARLIA- 
MENT 0*  GREAT  BKITAIN. 

The  King's  Speech  on  Opening  the  Sesiton.l 
Nov.  23.  The  King  went  to  (he  House  of  Peers 
with  the  usual  state,  when  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, by  his  majesty’s  commend,  read  the  fol- 
lowing Speech  to  both  Houses : 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“.The  saiisfacciun,  with  which  1 always  meet 
ynn,  is  very  much  increased  at  this  time,  when 
It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  so  to  strengthen 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  our  confederates, 
and  so  to  prosper  our  several  negotiations,  that, 
by  his  blessing  on  our  endeavours,  we  may  pro- 
mise ourselves  to  reap  very  soon  the  fruits  of 
oar  successes.  I am  persuaded  it  will  ba 
accounted,  by  ail  gocM  subjects,  a sufficient 
reward  for  some  extraordinary  expence,  that 
all  Europe,  as  well  as  tliese  kingdoms,  is  upon 
(he  point  of  being  delivered  from  the  cslamitiet 
of  war  by  the  iiifluenco  of  British  arms  and 
coansels.  One  Protestant  kiogdomf  has  al- 

* “Shod  after  the  prorogation, the  king  de- 
clared lus  intention  of  going  to  Hanover,  and 
appointed  for  Lords  Justices,  in  bis  absence, 
Coe  archbisjiup  of  Canterbury,  lord  cbancellox 
Parker,  (he  dukes  of  Kingston,  Argyle,  New- 
castle, Button,  Marlborough,  and  Uoxburgb, 
(heearUofSunderland,  Berkeley,  and  Stanhope, 
and  secretary  Graggs.  The  prince  and  prin- 
cess of  Wales,  not  being  appointed  regents, 
retired  into  the  country,  end  appeared  no  more 
till  (be  king’s  departure,  a few  days  after  which 
they  came  to  St.  James's  to  see  the  young 
princesses,  who  kept  a levee  twice  a week : And 
to  them  it  was,  thnt  the  Lords  Justices,  and  a 
numerous  appearance  of  foreign  ministers,  iio- 
bilicy,  and  gentry,  made  their  compliments  on 
the  king’s  birtb-day,  who  was  entered  into  the 
30th  year  ofhis  age. 

“ After  six  raombs'  absence,  the  king  return- 
ed to  Londbn,  the  14th  of  November,  more 
respected  than  ever,  on  account  of  the  great 
tiling  he  bad  done  for  the  welfare  and  interest 
of  bis  domiaioDS.  He  was  received  with  de- 
monstrations of  the  liveliest  joy,  and  those  who 
were  not  forward  to  shew  it  were  punished  by 
the  populace,  and  the  nind<>wa  broken  that 
were  not  illuminated.  Whilst  in  Germany,  he 
had  seuc  orders  for  the  meeting  of  die  pirlia- 
mentoo  the  SSrd  of  November.”  I'tndaJ, 

,.|  +.S<W#1W.I  . IMI,-  l;,,  1 r.-  I ".I 
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re»dj  been  relieved  by  our  e^oneble  interpo- 
titioa : and  such  a foundation  is  laid  bj  our 
late  Treaties  for  an  onion  amongst  other  great 
Protestant  powere,  as  will  vei7  much  tend  to 
the  security  of  our  holy  religion. 

“ I believe  yon  cannot  but  be  surprized  at  the 
eoniinuatinu  of  a war,  where  our  enemies  have 
nothing  to  bnpe.  and  to  much  to  fear.  It  is  in- 
deed didiculc  to  frame  atiyjud;:ment  ofthose 
counsels,  which  have  broke  out  of  late  in  so 
many  rash  and  ill-concerted  measures:  If  tliey 
depend  upon  our  divisions  at  home,  1 doubt 
not  but  ill  a very  short  time,  their  hopes, 
founded  upon  this  expectation,  will  prove  as 
vain  and  ill-grounded  at  any  of  their  former 
projects. 

In  congratulating  with  you  on  this  happy 
posture  of  affairs,  I must  tell  you,  that  as  I have 
been  very  Just  niid  faithful  to  my  enragements, 
so  I have  met  such  frank  and  powerTul  returns 
of  assistance  from  my  allies,  as  will,  1 doubt 
not,  establish  a lasting  friendship  among  us. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

“ You  will  see,  by  the  accounts  I have  or- 
dered to  be  delivered  Co  you,  bow  moderate  a 
use  I have  made  of  the  power  entrusted  with 
me  tn  augment  my  forces  by  sea  and  land.  I 
depend  upon  the  eminent  duty  and  affection 
yon  have  always  shewn  to  my  person  and  go- 
vernment, that  you  will  be  vigorous  in  dispatch- 
ing the  necessary  Supplies  for  the  year : to 
which  purpose  I have  ordered  the  Estimates  to 
be  laid  before  you.  And,  at  the  same  time,  I 
must  desire  you  to  turn  your  thoughts  to  nil 
^oper  means  for  lessening  the  Debts  of  the 

My  Lords  aud  Gentlemen ; 

“ You  all  must  be  sensible  of  the  many  un- 
deserved and  unnatural  troubles  I have  met 
with  during  the  course  of  my  reign.  Our  divi- 
sions at  home  have  gone  magnified  abroad,  and 
by  inspiring  into  some  foreign  powers  a false 
opinion  of  our  force,  have  encouraged  them  to 
treat  us  in  a manner  which  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  shall  never  endure  while  I wear  it. 
The  trouble  and  expence  which  this  hath 
brought  upon  us  have  been  the  most  loudly 
complained  of  by  those,  Who  were  the  occasion 
of  them.  But  with  your  assistance  I have  hi- 
cfaectii  got  through  all  those  didiculties,  and  by 
the  continuance  of  your  help,  I hope  very  soon 
to  overcumethem,  since  the  hand  of  God  hath 
so  visibly  been  with  us  in  all  our  undertakings. 

“ If  the  necessities  of  my  government  have 
sometimes  engaged  your  duty  and  affection  to 
trust  rau  with  powers,  of  which  youhavealways 
with  good  reason  been  jealous,  tire  whole  world 
must  acknowledge  they  have  been  so  used,  as 
to  justify  the  contidence  you  have  reposed  in 
me.  And  as  I cau  truly  affirm,  that  no  prince 
was  ever  more  zealous  10  increase  bis  own  au- 
thority, than  I am  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  of 
my  people,  1 hope  you  will  think  of  all  propet 
methods  to  establieii  and  transmit  to  your  pos- 
terity the  freedom  of  onr  happy  constitution, 
and  punicularly  to  secure  that  pan  which  is 
most  liabieixi' abuse.  1 valuu<k>iysetrupOa  tb- 


ing  the  first  who  hath  given  you  an  opportunity 
of  doing  it;  and  I must  recommend  it  to  you, 
to  complete  those  measures  which  teniaioed 
imperfect  the  last  session. 

**  So  far  as  human  prudence  can  foretell,  the 
unanimity  of  this  session  of  parliament  must  es- 
tablish, with  ilie  peace  of  all  Europe,  the  glory 
and  trade  of  these  kingdoms  on  a lasting  ftiun- 
diitioD.  I think  eveiy  man  may  see  tlie  end  of 
our  labours.  All  I have  to  ask  of  you,  is,  that 
you  would  agree  to  be  a great  and  fiourishing 
people,  since  it  u the  only  means  by  which  1 
desire  to  become  a happy  king.” 
j Tie  Lords'  Address  rf  Thanks  and  Cougraftt- 
I rfon.l  As  soon  as  the  King  was  withdrawn  and 
I the  Commons  were  returned  to  their  House,  the 
I duke  of  Manchester  made  a motion  for  nn  Ad- 
I dress  of  Thanks  and  Congratulation  to  his  ma- 
ijesty;  and  being  seconded  by  the  earl  of  Hoi- 
1 deriress,  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 

I the  archbishop  of  Canterbuiy  only  desiring  that 
I a clause  might  be  added  to  tfie  said  Address,  to 
acknowledge  his  majesty’s  seasonable  interpo- 
sition in  favour  of  the  Protestants  abroad,  which 
was  readily  complied  with.  The  Address  was 
as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

“ We,  your  majestv’s  most  dutiful  and  loya! 
subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  majesty,  ou  your  safe  and  happy  return  to 
this  kingdom,  and  upon  the  great  success  with 
which  it  has  pleased  God  to  blesstbe  wise  mea- 
sures taken  by  your  majesty,  to  procure  and 
establish  peace  in  Europe. 

“ It  is  with  the  utmost  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion, that  we  see  the  present  happy  union  be- 
tween your  majesty  and  the  other  great  Pro- 
testant powers,  which  does  so  visibly  tend  to 
the  security  of  our  holy  religion  t and  we  desire 
Co  express  the  deep  seuse  which  we  have  of 
yonr  majesty's  seasonable  imer|iosiHiin,  f-irthe 

Coor  persecuted  HrotesOMls  abroad;  and  we 
ombly  lieseecli  your  inaiestv,  ihat  vou  would 
be  pteaseil  to  continue  your  powerful  protec- 
tion and  offices  in  favour  of  ihem. 

“ We  also  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty, 
that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  stand 
by  and  support  your  majesty,  in  ilie  prosecu- 
tion of  such  measures  as  you  -Imll  think  farther 
necessary  to  take,  for  die  completing  the  great 
ends  your  majesty  has  in  view,  tiw  the  security 
of  trade  and  glory  of  these  kingdoms,  and  the 
general  tranquillity  of  all  Europe  ; and  ne  pm- 
mise  ourselves,  that  the  whole  world  will  soon 
be  cnnvinced  with  how  little  foundation  the 
enemies  of  your  majesty  and  your  kingdom* 
have  flattered  themselves  to  reap  any  benefit 
from  our  inteirinc  divisions. 

“ We  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  your 
iliijesty  and  our  country,  if  we  did  not  return 
your  majesty  our  most  lienrty  Thanks,  for  that 
tender  and  unprecedented  care  and  conce^ 
yow  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  express,  m 
ydur  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne,  for 
'tWllljevWW  Of  your  freedom  o* 
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our  tioppy  constitution ; which  tnuit  neceitarily 
draw  ail  suitable  retuma  of  tbe  utmost  |nili> 
tuile  fruni  all  jour  majesty's  faithful  subjects, 
who  have  a true  value  for  such  inestimable 
blessings.” 

The  King’i  Antoer.]  To  tliis  Address  the 
Eing  gave  the  following  Answer : 

“ Mj  Lords! 

" The  sense  you  express,  in  this  dutiful  Ad> 
dress,  of  my  endeavours  for  the  common  good, 
it  most  acceptable  to  me.  The  assurances  of 
your  sopport  will  very  much  contribute  towards 
briogiog  ahnui  tbe  great  and  good  ends  we  have 
ia  view  : and  you  may  depend  upoa  tbe  con- 
linuauce  of  my  best  offices  every  where,  in  be- 
half of  the  Protestant  cause  aod  interest.” 
Deiate  in  the  Commons  on  the  Xing's  Speech  J 
Tbe  Commons  beiug  returned  to  their  Uouse, 
the  earl  of  Hertford  moved  for  an  Address  of 
TUankf,  Though  this  motion  was  carried  wiih- 
ont  dividing,  yet  it  did  not  pass  without  oppo- 

sitiuD. 

Mr.  Shippen  ia  particular  said,  “That  no 
man  was  more  ready  than  himself  to  concur  in 
^viiig  his  majesty  unfeigned  assurances  of  the 
seal  and  aSection  of  that  House  to  bis  person 
aad  government,  in  returning  bin  Thanks  for 
his  care  and  endeavours  to  procure  the  Iran* 
quillity  of  Europe,  and  iu  congratulating  his  safe 
return  amongst  us;  bu  he  could  not  forbear 
observing  that  his  majesty's  Speech  contained 
many  beads,  of  diSerent  nature,  and  of  great 
importance ; and  as  he  remembered  that  diis 
House  liad  formerly  been  reflected  uo,  for  ap- 

firoving  tbe  measures  i>f  the  luinisiry  by  (he 
ump,  and  without  knowing  wbal  (hose  mest- 
sures  were,  he  therefore  was  of  opinion,  they 
ought  to  proceed  with  camion  in  lliisjunctute, 
the  rather,  because  ineution  was  made  lu  his 
majesty's  Speech,  of  a thing  of  the  highest  con- 
sequence, viz,  the  atieriiig  some  part  of  our 
coiistitutiun ; that  it  was  plain  enough  that 
thereby  was  meant  the  Bill  of  Peerage ; but  it 
was  surprising,  (bat  this  afluir  should  lie  brought 
again  upon  iiieatage,  nftcr  it  had  miscarried  ihe 
last  session  iu  the  oiiier  House,  and  that  the 
my  or  part  of  lliis  House  had  expressed  such  an 
aversion  to  it;  concluding  with  a motion  to 
congratulate  Ins  majesty  upon  bia  safe  return, 
and  to  give  him  Ttianks  fur  part  of  his  Speech, 
and  ^puiai  a duy  to  take  tbe  rest  into  consi- 

^ Mr.  Herne  bereupon  seconded  Mr.  Sbippen; 

Mr,  Hutgerlord  f ir«eeiog,thnt  If  the  House 
shoulil  divicfr.  a negitise  was  like  tn  be  put 
(lion  ,\lr.  ^hipp'n's  motion,  suid,  Tliai  A.I- 
dres«e>  i. finis  imlure  were  < ui customary  com- 
plmMn.is.  I.UI  he  fa..pe:l  (li.it  ill  the  course  . f 
tt«^  iliev  ah  .iiM  lime  oppopiuniiies 

eiinu.^li  Inquire  iiit  > ibe  gri>  luiic.  sol  ilie  na- 
<^u,  oil  I (lie  co’idui  t of  the  niimsiiy  ; ibat  us 
to  (he  Bill  of  Peerage  in  |..,.i.cub<r.»..cf  (lie 
ouurt  seemed  to  iiave  it  at  bc.irt,  be  doubled 
hot  but  it  wdaldBoon  jNxslilhtrotberlidus^tmd  ' 


be  sent  down  to  them,  aad  then,  and  no  wroner, 
he  hoped  to  see  a great  division  k that  Uouoe. 
Hereupon  Mr.  Sbippen  waved  hit  motion, 

27ie  Commons’  Aidrest  of  TKanla  and 
graluLition.y  November  24.  The  Commons 
presented  ineir  Address  to  his  majesty,  as 
follows : 

“ May  it  please  vour  Majesty : 

“ We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  assembled,  do  return  our  most  un- 
feigned thanks  to  your  majesty  for  your  most 
gracious  Speech  from  the  throne,  and  assure 
your  majesty,  that  our  hearts  are  fllled  witb 
unspeakable  joy,  upon  your  safe  and  happy 
reiurn  to  these  your  kingdoms,  and  with  tna 
most  just  aod  grateful  sense  of  your  unwearied 
labours  for  our  welfare,  end  tbe  security  of  the 
Protestanc  religion. 

“ We  beartHy  coogratulace  with  your  ma- 
jesty on  the  success  of  your  Briiisb  arms,  and 
return  the  thanks  of  this  House  iu  tbe  most 
dutiful  manner,  for  such  measures  taken  by 
tbe  influence  of  British  counsels,  as  nfibrd  the 
nearest  prospect  of  a general  peace  abroad, 
and  of  enjoying  with  glury  the  beoeSc  of  trade 
and  tranquilluy. 

“ And  we  crave  leave  to  assure  your  ma- 
jesty, that  we  will,  on  our  parti,  by  the  vigour 
of  our  resoluiious  for  tbe  support  of  your 
government,  and  by  the  dispatch  which  we 
will  give  to  the  necessary  Supplies,  convince 
tbe  world,  iliat  if  our  eneiiiies  have  conceived 
any  hopes  from  our  divisions  athome,  this  hath 
been  the  vainest  of  ail  their  projects.  Aod  we 
will  enable  your  majesty,  in  concert  witb  your 
allies,  efiectuaUy  to  support  aod  perfect  (hose 
just  aod  equitable  measures  which  have  heea 
taken  to  esiablub  a general  peace. 

“ And  we  further  assure  your  mqjesty,  That 
we  will  apply  ourselves  to  And  out  tbe  best 
means  for  lessening  tbe  Debts  of  the  uatioo, 
and  supporting  the  public  Credit;  and  will 
concur  in  all  proper  methods  to  establish  and 
preserve  the  freedom  of  our  happy  cuastitu- 
tion,  for  which  your  sacred  majesty  has  given 
so  many  tender  proofs  of  your  care  and  affec- 

The  King’s  Answer.]  To  which  Addresa 
the  King  returned  the  following  Answer ; 

“ Cenileroen ; 

“ This  loyal  Address  deserves  my  best 
timiiki.  It  cuutaiiis  tbe  most  dutiful  and  af- 
fectionate expressions  to  my  penson  and  go- 
rernineot;  nod  you  shall  perceive  my  sense  of 
ilivm,  by  the  eoneavours  1 will  always  use  to 
procure  yuur  welfare  and  proaperity.” 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  fAePaBStaoB  Bili.*] 
Novembw  25.  The  duke  of  Buckingham 
brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  the  Bill  of 
Peerage,  wliich  was  read  the  first  time;  anij 


• “ The  unpopularity  of  the  measure,  and 
the  fermeut  it  bad  excited  in  the  nation,  were 
il»'m8iiiiei''Wbilt^adiifwd‘'Eeu'b!rlBi3d  to  with- 
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being  read  a aocond  time  the  next  day,  open 
a mociou  chat  die  tame  be  committed, 

Earl  Cosper  said,  That  beudca  the  reasons 
tbat  iaduced  him  last  session  to  be  against 
tliis  bill,  he  bad  aow  aiiotlier  that  weighed  no 
less  with  him  than  all  the  rest,  via.  The  ear- 
nestness with  which  it  was  recommended,  and 
the  eagerness  with  which  it  was  brought  be- 
fore them,  at  the  beginning  of  a session ; that 
he  had  observed,  both  from  history,  and  hb 
own  experience,  that  in  affairs  of  moment, 
precipitation  was  ever  dangerous,  and,  in  muny 
eases,  to  be  suspected ; and,  for  hb  own  part, 
be  could  not  help  being  of  opinion,  that  if 
there  were  no  secret  meaning  in  chb  hill,  some 
men  would  not  be  so  pressing  for  it.  To  ihb 
The  Earl  of  Suaderfand  answered,  “ That  it 
could  not  with  any  justice  be  said,  chat  an; 
precipitation  bad  been  used  in  this  affair,  since 
the  bill  in  question  had  been  brought  in  the 


draw  the  Peerage  Bill,  at  the  moment  of  cer* 
tain  success  in  the  House  of  Lords.  In  rain 
the  pen  of  Addbou  bad  been  employed  in 
defending  the  Bill,  in  a paper  called.  The  Old 
Whig,  against  Steele,  who  attacked  it  in  a 
pamphlet  intitled  The  Plebeian  ; and  whose 
arguments  bad  greater  weight  with  ike  public. 
Wnlpule  also  published  a pamphlet  on  the  same 
side  of  ihe  question,  ‘ The  Thoughts  of  a Mem- 
‘ ber  of  the  Lower  House,  in  relation  to  a 
* project  for  resi  raining  and  limiting  the  power  ' 
‘ of  the  Crown  hi  the  future  creation  of  Peers.’ 
In  Clib  publicatiuD,  he  expluiued  the  nature  of 
the  bill,  and  exposed  the  views  of  those  who 
introduced  it,  with  a perspicuity  of  argument, 
aud  simplicity  of  style  adapted  to  all  capaci- 
ties, and  calculated  to  make  o generol  impres- 

“ The  minister,  however,  did  not  relinquish 
his  darling  bill.  During  the  interval  between 
the  prorogation  and  meeting  of  parliameoc, 
be  exerted  every  effort  lo  engage  a majority  in 
its  favour.  Bribes  were  profusely  lavbhed, 
promises  and  tlireais  were  aliemately  em- 
ployed, in  every  shape  which  his  sanguine  and 
overhearing  temper  could  suggest.  He  affected 
to  declare,  that  it  was  the  Icing’s  desire,  and 
not  the  act  of  the  ministry ; he  did  not  ai- 
tiinpi  to  conceal  tbat  it  was  levelled  against 
the  luture  goveroment  of  the  prioce  of  Wales, 
whom  he  represented  as  capable  of  ‘ doing 
' mud  things’  when  he  came  to  the  throne. 
He  declared  that  tlie  necessary  consequence 
of  its  rejection  would  be  the  ruin  of  the 
Whigs,  and  the  introduction  of  the  Tories  into 
the  confidence  aud  favour  of  the  king ; ex- 

Esed  his  surprise  tliac  any  person  who  stiled 
.eif  a Whig  should  oppose  it;  .mid  exerted 
himself  in  the  hodness  with  so  much  beat  and 
violence,  that  iu  endeavouring  to  persunde 
Middlriiin,  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  who 
^e^u^e(l  to  support  the  measure  in  the  British 
House  uf  Cuuimous,  the  bluod  gushed  from 
his  nose. 

“ These  efforts  were  attended  with  such  suc- 
Hte,  tbacai-atneetiBgiteid  by  ili«l5iujbir((ifi}ie ' 


last  session,  and  then  thoroughly  examined ; lo 
that  he  doubted  uot  but  every  member  of  tbat 
House  was  fully  apprized  of  it,  aod  ready  to 
give  his  vole  for  or  gainst  it  i tliat  the  reason 
why  it  was  brought  in  so  soon  at  this  time,  he 
coBceived  to  be,  that  it  might  give  on  interrup- 
tion to  the  other  important  atfairs,  which  the 
king  liad  recommended  to  his  parliament : and 
as  fur  any  secret  meaning  in  this  bHt,  his  lard- 
ship  solemnly  declared,  tbat  he  knew  of  no 
other,  but  what  his  majesty  had  been  pleased 
graciously  to  intimate  in  bis  speech,  viz.  the  se- 
curing the  freedom  of  our  cunsiituiion,  by  pre- 
veuting,  for  the  future,  the  abuse  of  one  branch 
of  the  royal  preroeatire,  of  which  they  had  a 
fatal  iustnnee  in  the  last  reign,  and  which  had 
given^ust  offence,  and  terrible  apprehensions  to 

To  this  it  was  replied,  That  if  it  was 
foreseen  tbat  bill  mignt  interrupt  tlie  other  im- 


Whigs,  in  opposition,  at  Devonsbire-House, 
Walpole  found  ibe  whole  body  lukewarm, 
irresolute  or  desponding ; several  of  the  peers 
secretly  favoured  a bill  which  would  increase 
their  importance;  others  declared,  chni  as 
Whigs,  it  would  be  a manifest  inconsistency 
to  object  to  a measure  tending  to  prevent  ibi 
repetition  of  an  abuse  of  prerogative  against 
which  they  had  repeatedly  inveighed ; those 
who  were  sincerely  averse  to  it,  were  unwilling 
to  exert  themselves  in  hopeless  resistance,  and 
it  was  the  prevailing  opinion  that  the  hill 
should  be  permitted  to  pass  without  opposi- 
tion. Walpole  alone  dissented,  and  repn^ 
bated,  ia  the  stroagesc  terms,  Itbis  resolution 
as  dastardly  and  impolitic.  He  maintained 
that  it  was  the  only  point  on  which  they  could 
harrass  administration  with  any  prospect  of 
success ; tbat  be  would  place  it  in  such  a light 
as  to  excite  indigualion  in  every  independent 
commoner;  tbat  he  saw  a spirit  rising  against 
it  among  the  Whigs,  and  particulerly  among 
the  country  geDilemen,  who  were  otherwise 
not  averse  to  support  governmenL  He  said, 
that  he  bad  overheard  a member  of  tlie 
House  of  Commons,  a country  gentleman, 
who  possessed  an  estate  of  not  more  than  800^ 
a year,  declare  lo  anotlier,  with  great  warmth, 
that  although  be  had  no  chance  of  being  made 
a peer  himself,  yet  he  would  never  consent  to 
tlie  injustice  of  giving  a perpetoal  exclusion 
to  his  family.  He  was  convinced,  he  added, 
that  tbe  same  sentiment  would  have  a strong 
effect  upon  ilie  whole  body  of  country  gentle- 
men ; and  concluded  liis  animated  remon- 
strances, by  declaring,  that  if  deserted  by  bis 
party,  he  himself  would  singly  stand  forth  and 
oppose  it.  This  declaration,  urged  with  un- 
conimon  vehemence,  uccasioned  much  alter- 
cation, and  many  persuasions  were  made  to 
deter  him  from  adopting  a measure  which  ap- 
peared clumeric.'il  and  absurd  ; but  when  they 
found  that  he  persisted,  the  whole  party  gr^ 
dually  came  over  to  his  opinion,  and  agreed 
that  an  ojiposicion  should  be  uiaile  to  it  in  the 
' Hat;s6'uf"€oaliSoa».”i-  ‘ •'  ‘ Gdxts’i  Walpole. 
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. porRint  affaire,  it  liad  heen  aclriieablu  to  keep 
I It  until  ibe  middle,  or  towards  the  end  of  the 
HSsiuQ,  and  to  begin  'vilh  llie  king's  business.” 
But 

I The  Duke  of  Buckingham  compromised  the 
I matter,  by  saying,  That,  for  bis  own  part,  he 
' apprehended  no  danger  from  ibis  bill,  and  if 
it  WHS  attended  with  any  inconveniences,  ns  alt 
human  affairs  are  apt  to  be,  time  would  dis- 
I caver  it ; and  then,  as  in  all  other  cases,  they 
. might  iipply  a reiiiedy  to  it.  As  to  the  lime  of 
I bringing  uf  it  in,  his  grace  thought  it  no  mate- 
rial objection,  since  this  House  bud  no  oilier 
I business  to  go  upon  s hut  tiiat  be  foresaw,  that 
, whatsoever  dispatch  they  made  in  that  bill,  it 
j would  not  get  so  quiuk  a passage  in  the  ^ther 

1 TAr  Peerage  Bill  jiaass  the  House  of  Lords.'] 
Hereupon  the  Hill  was  committed  to  n cam- 
miltee  of  the  whole  House,  who  went  through 
iithe  neat  day;  nnd  on  the  38ih,  the  earl  uf 
Clarendon,  chairman  of  that  cominiltee,  Laving 
I made  his  report,  the  same  was  agreed  to,  nod 
I the  Dill  ordered  to  he  ingrossed.  On  the  SOih 
I of  this  momh.  the  Lords  read  the  iiaid  Bill  the 
, third  time,  passed  the  same,  and  ordered  it  to 
he  sent  down  to  the  Commons. 

Debate  in  the  Cnvimous  on  <Ae  Peebsge 
Dili.]  December  t.  Upon  a rasssage  from 
the  Lords,  by  the  lord  chief  justice  King,  and 
the  lord  dief  bnron  Bury,  that  Uiu  Lords  had 
passed  a Bill,  imitJed,  * Ao  Act  for  the  Settling 
‘ the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain to  whidi  they 
desired  the  concurrence  uf  the  Commons,  the 
said  Bill  was  read  the  llrsttime,and  amulion 
being  made,  That  the  siiid  bill  be  read  a second 
time  the  Friday  next  ensuing,  the  snme  was 
opposed  by  a great  many  members,  who  mov- 
ed, That  this  important  affair  might  be  put  off 
lu  tbe  18th  uf  this  month  ; which  last  motion, 
afber  a lung  and  warm  debate,  was  carried  by 
a majority  of  203  against  128 
Deceruber  18.  The  engrossed  Gill  from  the 
Lords,  iutitleil,  ‘ An  Act  for  the  Settling  tbe 
' Peerage  of  Great  Britain,'  was  read  a Kcuiid 
time,  and  a motion  being  made  by  the  lord 
William  Paulct,  teller  of  tbe  Exchequer  and 
member  for  Winchester,  for  committing  the 
Bill,  which  was  seconded  by  sir  Charles  Ho- 
tbam,  the  same  occasioned  a warm  debate, 
which  lasted  from  one  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon 
till  near  nine  at  night.  The  members  who 
spoke  for  commuting  (he  Bill,  were  lord  Wil- 
liam Paulet,  sir  Charles  Hothom,  coi.  Mareton, 
Wr.  Hampden,  Mr.  Crnggs,  Mr.  Plummer,  Mr. 
I^hmere,  Mr.  Aislabie,  serjeaiitPengelIy,aiid 
Mr.  Ilyngerford  ; against  commitling  it,  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  Mr.  Pill,  sir  Wilfrid  Lawson, 
Mr.  Huratio  Walpole,  Mr.  Wykes,  sir  John 
PacUiigton,  Mr.  Methuen,  Mr.  Herne,  Mr. 
Tuffnell,  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  and  Mr.  John  Smith. 

Sir  lUchanl  Steele  spoke  first  agaiosc  com- 
tnitimg  the  Bill  as  follows: 

" Mr.  Speaker  ; I am  against  tbe  Bill,  be- 
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thewnrstofall  tyrannic,  that  of  an  aristocracy, 
wbicli  Is  tbe  most  likely  cunsequenee  to  ulieiid 
such  a law  ns  this  would  he  : the  wliole  tenor  of 
the  Bill  is  very  unfurlunately  put  together,  if 
any  tiling,  but  an  addilioii  ol  power  to  the 
peers,  is  intended  by  it,*'  All  mankind  inuit 


* “ Ir  S0  happened  that  (1718*19)  a coniro' 
versy  was  agitated  with  great;  veliejnence  be- 
, cwecD  those  friends  of  long  coutinuauce, 
Addison  and  Steele.  It  may  be  asked,  in  the 
l.iuguage  of  Homer,  what  jiower  nr  wbal  cause 
should  set  them  at  variance.  Tbe  subject  of 
their  dispute  was  of  great  impurCance.  Tba 
earl  of  Sunderland  proposed  an  act  called  the 
Peerage  Bill;  by  which  the  number  of  peers 
should  be  fixed,  and  the  king  restrained  from 
any  new  creation  uf  nobility,  unless  when  an 
old  family  should  be  extinct.  To  this  tliei 
Lords  would  naturally  t^ree ; and  the  king, 
who  was  yet  little  acquainted  with  Lis  own 
prerogalire,  and,  as  is  now  well  known,  almost 
indifferent  to  the  possession  of  the  crown,  had 
been  persuaded  to  consent.  The  only  difficul- 
ty was  found  among  tbe  Commons,  who  were 
not  likely  (o  approve  the  perpetu^  exclusion 
of  tbemselve.s  and  their  posterity.  Tbe  Gill 
therefore,  was  eagerly  opposed,  and  aman£ 
others  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  whose  speech 
was  published. 

“The  Lords  might  think  their  dignity  diminish- 
ed by  improper  advaucemeols,  aud  particularly 
by  the  introduction  of  twelve  new  peers  at 
once,  to  produce  a majority  of  Tories  in  tbe 
last  reign  : an  act  of  authority  violent  enough, 
yet  certainly  legal,  ami  by  no  means  to  lio 
compared  with  that  contempt  of  national  right 
with  which,  snme  time  afterwards,  by  die  iu- 
stigation  of  Wbiggism,  the  Commons,  chosen 
by  the  people  for  three  years,  chose  tiicinselves 
for  seven.  But  whatever  might  be  (he  disposi- 
tion of  the  L«rils,  the  people  bad  no  wish  to 
encrease  their  power.  Tbe  teadeocy  nf  the 
Bill,  as  Steele  observed  in  a letter  to  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  was  to  introduce  an  aristocracy ; for 
a majority  in  tbe  House  of  Lords,  so  limited, 
would  liave  been  despotic  and  irresistible. 

“ To  prevent  iJiis  subversion  of  the  ancient 
establishment,  Steele,  whose  pen  readily  se- 
conded his  political  passiori.s,  endeavoured  to 
alarm  the  nation,  by  a painphlet  called  The 
Plebeian.  To  this  an  answer  was  published  by 
Addison,  under  the  title  of  The  Old  Whig,  in 
wbicli  it  b not  discovered  that  Steele  was  ihea 
known  to  be  (he  advocate  for  the  Commoas. 
SieelerepUcd  by  a second  Plebeian;  and,  whe- 
tlier  by  ignorance  or  by  courtesy,  confined 
himself  to  his  question,  without  auy  personal 
notice  of  h!s  opponent.  Nothing  hitherto 
was  committed  against  the  laws  of  friendship 
or  proprieties  nf  decency ; but  controveriists 
cannot  long  retain  (heir  kindness  fur  each  olher. 
TbeOld  Whig  answered  the  Piebeiau,  and  could 
nut  forbear  some  contempt  of  “ iitile  Dicty, 
“ whose  trade  it  was  to  write  painpl.Uts.” 
Dicky,  however,  <Hd  not  leave  his  seiiled  vene- 
4pr,|tW,  hiouelf 
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kIIow,  that  only  plnusible  reason  for  this 
liiff,  was  whiit  iinppened  in  the  last  reign,  when 
twelve  peers  wen:  made  in  one  day ; but  tlie 
Preaniblc  aesigiis  no  such  reasons,  but  says, 

* That  sisteeo  peers  uf  Scotland,  by  rensoii  of 
^ many  new  creiuions  since  the  tliiion,  are  not  a 

* sofficieiit  ami  |iroporitoiiMble  representative 
‘ of  that  nobility.’  And  tiierefore  they  shall 
hereafter  eoi  be  represented  at  nil : but,  ' A 

* thing  mudi  mnre  suitable  to  the  peerage  of 

* Soiilnnd  ought  til  be  done  for  them, ' to  wit, 

* That  twenty-fire  of  chetu  should,  at  all  times 
‘ heraalter,  have  hereditary  seals  in  parliament'. 

“ I always  imagined  that  no  man  could  judge 
what  was  suitable  to  him  but  bimself;  and  that 
it  could  be  no  manner  of  comturt  to  one  who 
has  any  thing  taken  from  him,  that  the  pos- 
session of  it  is  more  suitably  placed  in  another. 
How  is  it  suitable  to  the  peerage  of  Scotland, 
thatinsiead  of  having  a representative  oFsh:- 
teeii  sitting  hy  their  election,  they  are  here- 
after to  be  favoured  with  having  3.5  there  in- 
stead of  them,  and  not  one  there  in  their  be- 
half f It  must  be  confessed,  that  ibc  peers  of 
Scotland  cannot  con.ploin  of  any  thing  like 
being  tricked ; but  their  potential  scats  in  par- 
liament arc  barred  ,and  taken  from  them,  not 
by  collusion  and  double  dealing,  but  by  tne' 
tnnit  unreserved  and  candid  usurpation  ima- 
ginable: but  tliough  tills  is  done  with  so  much 
ease,  and  no  reason  given  but  that  they  who  do 
it,  are  pleased  to  say  it  b most  suitable ; it  is  to 
be  presumed,  time  those,  whose  consent  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  divesting  iunocent  men  of  their 
liberty  and  honour,  will  desire  some  better  ac- 
count of  the  matter,  before  they  deprive  their 
fellow-subjcccs  of  their  undoubted  ri^ts.  I 
cannot  but,  from  n natnral  detestation  of  in- 
justice, say,  that  is  the  highest  wrong  done  to 
the  indulgence  mentioned  in  the  preamble,  to 
expect  it  will  be  granted  in  favour  of  any  men 
in  wrong  of  any  other;  and  I doubt  nut  but 
tJiis  House  will  alarm  that  benignity  from  being 
employed  to  the  destruction  ofitseif,  or  oppres- 
sion ofolliers. 

" I fiope  die  best  msn  and  best  prince  in  tlie 
world,  will  be  gracious,  so  as  to  have  it  always 
in  his  pnner  to  be  gracious;  1 am  sure  he  will . 
tiever  give  bis  people  any  reason  to  complsin, 


with  quoting  some  lines  of  Cato,  which  were 
at  once  detection  and  reproof.  'Tlie  bill  was 
laid  aside  during  that  session ; and  Addison 
died  before  the  next,  in  which  its  commitment 
was  rejected  by  3b5  against  17T. 

“ F.very  reader  surely  must  regret  that  these 
two  ilinsirious  friends,  after  so  many  yca»  past 
in  confidence  and  endearmeiii,  in  unity  of 
interest,  canformiiy  uf  opinion,  and  fellowship 
of  study,  should  finally  part  in  acrimonioos  op- 
position. Such  ti  controversy  was  ‘ Belluin 
' plusquam  civile,'  as  I.ncon  expresses  it. 
Why  could  lint  faction  find  other  advocates  ? 
but  among  the  uncertuiaties  of  the  human 
stnie,  we  are  doomed  to  number  the  instability 
of  irienddiip.”  Dr.  Johnson’s  life  of  Ad- 
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butofhistoo  great  goodnessi  happy  the  sov^ 
reign  and  liappy  the  people,  when  excesan 
grace  is  all  that  can  befesreduf  him. 

“ The  Peers  of  Scotland  have  an  iadcfeasiblB 
right,  by  the  Act  of  Union,  to  Ic  elected  and 
serve  in  parliainentas  pecrsofGreat  Britain,  ia 
tiie  mannertherein  stipulated,  and  it  would  be 
but  more  cruel,  not  more  unjust,  to  take  froia 
lliem  chc-irlivc-s  anil  fortunes,  than  this  honour  ' 
and  privilege,  which  their  ai'ccstors  purchased  ' 
by  the  frequent  hnxnrd  of  theirs:  the  terms  of  ' 
the  Union  are  pluiti  ami  absollitc ; nor  can  I 
any  privilege,  liberty,  or  property  secured  bv  it  1 
to  the  tneancstsubjcct  of  either  naiiou,  be  vio- 
lated or  altered  agsiust  his  will,  aad  no  satis-  ' 
factory  reparation  done  him,  without  infringe-  I 
mem  ofihe  whole  act,  and  leaving  the  pervies 
so  injured,  atliberty  to  avenge  by  force  what 
was  done  by  it:  for  protection  and  obedience 
are  reciprucel,  and  withdrawing  the  one,  dis- 
charges the  other.  Whut  then  is  the  condidoe 
of  these  unhappy  men,  who  arc  to  be  diretted 
of  their  rights  and  privilegei  of  subjects,  auil 
yet,  no  doubt,  to  be  deemed  traitors,  should 
they  fiy  to  any  foreign  power,  or  invader  ofthst 
nation,  which  has  in  tlie  dearest  aud  greatest  i 
considerations,  those  of  honour  and  distioction, 
mede  them  foreigners?  The  terms  of  the  Union 
cannot  be  revoked  without  disuniting  the  king- 
doms; for  when  that  is  done  they  are  no  longer 
held  together  by  the  law,  but  by  force ; anil 
the  power  which  then  keeps  os  together  mail 
hearbitran'.not  legal;  or  iflegd,  not  righteous; 
fora  law,  not  supported  by  justice,  is  in  itsril 
null  and  void  ; nor  bre  the  makers  of  it  l^is- 
lators,  but  oppressors.  It  appears,  without 
any  possible  coutradiciion,  that  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain  cannot  exclude  the  peers  of 
Scotland  from  the  benefit  of  the  3Sd  Article 
in  the  Act  of  Union,*  without  becoming  an  ar- 
bitrary power,  acting  with  ao  indifference  to 
good  and  evil,  na  the  foundation  of  might  only. 

“ We  are.  safer  under  the  prerogative  in  the 
king,  than  we  can  be  under  nn  aristocracy.  The 
prerugative  is  a power  in  the  sovereign,  not  cxr 
pressed  or  described  in  the  laws,  but  to  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  preservation  of  them  by  the  nile* 
of  the  general  good;  and  if  it  could  be  pruved, 
that  ilie  business  of  the  twelve  genilemeo, 
(mctmlng  tlie  twelve  lords  created  by  qneea 
Anne  in  the  time  of  the  earl  of  Oxfortf's  minis- 
try) was  purely  done  to  save  the  nation,  and 
that  it  was  done  for  the  good  nf  the  whole,  the 
statesman,  wlio  advised  ic,  would  deserve  (he 
ihauks  of  all  mankind,  for  exposing  liiraselfto 
the  misrepresentation  and  resentment  of  fu- 
ture parliaments,  for  the  good  of  his  fellow-sub- 
jects. 

“ 1 will  not  pretend  to  doubt  but  those  noble 
personages  have,  under  tlie  liands  and  seals  of 
all  and  every  of  their  electors,  tlie  peer*  ofScot- 
land,  full  powerand  authority  for  tliis  alteration, 
without  which  their  proceeding  could  not  be 
reconciled  to  common  lionour : and  ifthe  thirty 
odd,  who  are  to  be  ennobled  by  this  Bill,  a*« 
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in  be  mnile  up  b;  present  members  of  Uie 
nopsc  of  CommoiDi,  sueli  members  are  to  climb  \ 
a>lionour  tlirpu^h  infninj'.  I 

" Tbe  Bill  seems  to  me  to  be  calcuJateJ  for  I 
aotbiiig  but  nn  eristocracr,  and  indeed,  lias  I 
not  so  mucb  as  the  appearance  of  any  thing  ' 
eUs;  for  though  a man  of  honour  and  conscious  i 
integrity  knows,  that  he  is  a peer  for  the  sake  of  | 
his  fellow-subjects,  and  chat  this  right  is  vested  j 
iohiai  and  his  family  for  the  sake  ofsiiciely,  ' 
DflC  for  himself  aud  successors  only,  yet  i<  there 
no  part  of  society  considered  in  this  bill,  but  | 
merely  the  peers  and  nobles.  The  Lords  ex- 
ercise a power  in  the  last  resource : and  an 
tppeal  lies  to  them  from  nil  the  courts  of  West- 
misler-hall,  tor  determining  all  the  property  of 
Great  Britain,  and  yet  they  are  willinc  to  hare 
a law,  which  must  necessarily  disable  them 
from  being  a capable  court  of  justice  for  tiie 
fainre;  fur  tbe  Bill  even  provides  for  liieir  in- 
soSciencY  as  to  this  purpose;  and  there  is  a 
clause,  tvbicb,  instead  of  looking  out  for  great 
tad  knowing  men,  is  very  careful  to  leave  the 
power  in  tlip  king  to  give  titles,  in  case  of  cx- 
tiaclions,  to  minors;  much  of  the  same  stamp 
. is  the  pavtislicy  of  the  Bill,  that  females  are  cx- 
I eluded  from  their  future  right;  asifu  iaily  of 
good  sense  worinotas  capable  of  bringing  iuto 
the  world  a man  of  sense,  ss  a boy,  under  nge, 

I is  of  liecuming  a man  of  justice  and  honour 
from  the  mere  recommendation  of  Ins  for- 
tune; for  it  is  nut  to  Ire  doubted  hut  that 
would  be  his  best  pretensions;  hut  lords  hare 
thought  it  more  eligible  to  have  in  view  ilie 
providing  rich  husbands  for  their  daughters 
from  among  the  Cnininons,  thmi  tlia  leaving  it 
to  their  female  heirs,  to  make  Ixtrds  of  the 
' descendenls  of  meritorious  commoners. 

“ Thus  the  aristocracy  is'set  out  by  this  bill ; 
for  all  the  provisions  end  limitations  of  it  re- 
gaitl  only  the  titles  and  honours  of  tbe  peers, 
aud  prodigiouscareis  taken,  that  do  one  should 
luSer  from  possible  contiugencies  and  ilistanc 
incidents  among  themselves,  hut  no  regard  had 
tu  the  known  immediate  present  rights  of  those 
who  do  not  sit  in  their  House,  but  have  litle.of 
election  into  it:  there  is  no  difficulty  of  des- 
troying those  whom  they  know  to  have  titles, 
but  they  are  prodigious  tender  of  hurting  iliose 
who  may  have  titles,  of  which  they  do  not 
know;  the  lards  vvill  be  judges,  and  give  and 
admit  to  whom  they  please  incident  claims; 
but  extinctions  are  to  be  supplied  only  by  the 
1‘ing,  and  be  might  possibly  give  them  to  per- 
sons they  should  not  bke.  The  restraint  of  tbe 
peers  to  a certain  number  will  make  the  most 
powerful  ef  them  have  tbe  rest  under  their  di- 
rection ; and  all  the  property  disposed  before 
tliew  will  be  bestoM’ed,  not  by  judgment,  but 
by  vote  and  humour,  or  worse.  Judges  so  made 
by  the  blind  order  of  birth  will  be  capableof 
Boptlier  way  of  decision. 

“ It  ii  said  that  power  attends  proper- 
hut  it  is  as  truel  that  power  will  command 
puperty  ; and  acrxirding  to  tiie  d^eneracy  of 
human  nature,  the  Lords  may  as  well  grow 
•JMrupt  as 
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bow  will  (bis  be  amended,  but  by  the  consent 
of  those,  who  shall  (iceiimeso  corrupt?  Wliuc 
shall  we  say  ilien?  Skoll  we  expose  nuisclvca 
to  probable  evils,  with  the  foresight  of  ioipoa- 
sibie  remedies  against  them  ? 

“ It  is  hardly  to  be  read  seriously,  when  the 
Bill  in  a grave  stUe  and  sober  cantr-tdiction  bus 
these  words,  viz.  ‘ The  twenty  £ve  peers  on 
' the  pan  of  the  peerage  ofScotlaud;’  as  if  they 
who  were  made  instead  of  tbe  peetsofScot- 
land,  could,  without  a banter,  be  called  peers 
on  the  part  of  tbe  peerage  of  Scotland ; the 
true  description  of  them  is,  peers  made  when 
the  peers  ofScoiland  were  uo  more  to  be  peers; 
foe  Llie  title  resting  ia  their  families,  without 
hopes  of  succession  in  the  peerage  and  legis- 
lature, is  only  a bar  against  any  participation 
of  power  and  interest  in  tbeir  country ; it  ia 
putting  them  into  the  condition  of  papists  con- 
vict as  to  what  ought  to  be  most  dear  to  thorn, 
their  huiiour  and  reputatiou.  It  is  bold  by 
true  puliticians  a most  dangerous  thing  to  give 
tbe  meanest  of  the  people  just  cause  of  provo- 
cation ; much  more  to  enrage  men  of  spirit 
and  distinction,  ami  that  too  with  duwongbt 
injuries. 

“ We  nay  flatter  ourselves,  that  property  is  al- 
ways tbe  source  of  power;  but  property,  like 
all  other  possessions,  has  itscflecis  according  to 
the  taleats  and  abilities  of  (he  owner;  and  as 
it  is  allowed,  that  courage  and  learning  are  veiy 
eommon  qualities  in  that  naiioD,  it  seems  not 
very  advisable  to  provoke  the  greatest,  niicl, 
for  ought  we  Can  tell,  the  best  men  among 
tliciu.  Thus  we  are  barred  from  making  ciiii 
law  by  prudential  reasons,  os  well  as  from  the 
ioviohtble  rule  of  justice  ond  common  right, 
with  relation  to  the  Scots  Peers. 

“If  we  consider  iherunlter  wi^r^rd  to  tbe 
king’s  prerogative,  tbisinw  will  dimiiiisb  it  to  an 
irreparable  degree ; and  it  is  a strange  liiiis  to 
lake  away  power,  when  it  is  ia  the  potscssioa 
of  a prince,  who  uses  it  with  so  much  modern- 
lion,  that  he  is  willing  to  resign  it;  but  we  are 
tu  cniisiderthe  prerogative  as  part  of  the  estate 
of  the  cmvrn,  luid  iiiiC  cunseiii  to  the  taking  it 
out  of  the  crown,  till  we  see  just  occasiim  fur  it. 
liis  majesty's  indulgence  makes  it  safe  in  liii 
royal  breast;  and  wc  know  of  uolhin^,  any 
ulher  of  tbe  Itimily  bas  done,  to  alter  it  tor  fear 

“ThePrerogalivecaiido  no  hurt,  when  minis* 
ters  do  their  duty  ; hut  u retiled  number  of 
Peers  may  abuse  their  power,  when  no  man  is 
answerable  for  tliem,  or  can  call  tbem  to  an  ac- 
count for  their incroaclimen'S.  It  is  sniil,  and 
truly  too,  that  the  manner  of  ilieir  power  will 
be  tbe  same  as  now ; but  lliell  the  appiication 
of  it  may  be  nitered,  when  tliey  Are  an  uu- 
changeable  body ; schemes  of  grandeur  uml 
oppression  can  be  forrqed  to  invade  the  pro- 
perty, as  well  nsUbertyjof  their  fellow-subjecis ; 
wliicb  would,  QcrordiDg  to  the  pre'ent  estab- 
lishment, he  vain  to  undertake,  when  they  are 
subject  to  an  altemioii,  before  their  pmject 
could  be  ripened  into  practice  and  usurpation. 

. "“J  of 
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creation,  That  lies  before  the  legislaiore  for 
censure ; acid  tlie  great  diminution  which  all 
cretuioos  bring  upon  the  king’s  aulbolity,  is  a 
sufGcieiit  defence  agniiist  the  abusive  employ- 
ment of  that  authority  this  way : For  when  the 
king  makes  peers,  he  makes  perpetual  oppo- 
nents of  bis  will  and  power,  if  they  sliall  toink 
fit ; which  one  consideraiian  canitot  but  render 
frec^uenc  creations  terrible  to  the  crown.  This 
Constitution  lias  subsisted  in  spite  of  conrul- 
aiuDsand  factions,  without  restraiuing  nr  re- 
pressing the  extent  of  the  legislative  powers ; 
nur  is  it  pus4ble  for  any  man,  or  assembly  of 
men,  to  circumscribe  their  distinct  nuthoriiies ; 
No,  they  tire  to  be  left  eternally  at  large ; and 
the  safety  nf  each  part,  and’  llie  good  of  tlie 
whole,  are  to  be  tlie  rules  of  their  conduct: 
And  as  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  all  (be  circum- 
staiiciis  which  must  arise  before  them,  there  is 
no  safe  way  but  Icaviog  them  at  large,  as  vigi- 
lant checl^  upon  each  other,  unconfined,  but 
by  reason  and  justice. 

“ If  there  was  any  outrage  committed  in  the 
case  »f  the  twelve  geiulemen,  the  peers  should 
have  then  withstood  the  receiving  of  liiem,  or 
dune  what  they  thought  lit  at  niioilier  seosoD 
fur  tlieir  saiisfaccion ; and  not,  when  it  is  coo 
Inie,  instead  nf  asserting  their  liberties,  mediate 
their  future  security  in  unreasonable  conces- 
sions from  tbe  crown,  nnd  discour^emenls 
upon  the  merits  uf  the  Commons : and  can  tbe 
gemlemen  in  present  power  reasonably  think, 
that  the  ciinsummatioii  of  the  Euglisb  tilory  and 
merit,  is  to  close  and  rest  in  their  persons  i 

“ Alter  the  Uill  has  siiBiciemly  provided  for 
the  aristocracy  over  these  dominions,  it  gues 
into  a kind  uf  ccconoioy  and  order  among 
thcmselvcb,  which  relates  to  their  nobility  nnd 
not  to  their  Peilmge.  We  plain  men  nnd  Com- 
uinners  will  not  dispute  about  any  thing  which 
we  know  to  be  merely  trifling  and  ornamental ; 
and  if  they  will  be  satisfied  with  a power  in 
them  as  peers,  they  shall  be  duke.s,  marquises, 
earls,  or  whatever  utlier  words  they  please, 
vvilbouC  our  envy  or  opposition  : But  when  ws 
come  seriously  to  consider  wbat  we  are  going  to 
do,  we  must  tuke  the  liberty  to  be  very  jealous, 
nt  the  last  time,  Clint  it  may  be  in  our  power  to 
make  a stand  for  nurselves  and  posterity ; and 
noblemen  cannot  hinnie  commoners,  who  are 
as  sby  in  bestowing,  as  they  are  importunate  in 
urging,  the  grant  of  such  a power  in  themselves, 
which  can  he  of  no  use  or  advantage  but  to 
themselves : uc  Che  same  time  one  cannot  re- 
sist oliserving  to  them,  that,  with  respect  to  the 
prerogative,  tJie  peerage  of  Scotland,  and  the 
rights  of  the  whole  body  of  die  people  of  Great 
Bricaiu,  they  canuot  be  more  exurbiiaiit  in  the 
use  of  this  Bill,  should  it  become  a law,  than  in 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  send  it  to 
us  fur  our  concurrence ; and  it  is  not  thirst  of 
pmver,  but  moderadun  in  tbe  demands  made  of 
It,  which  can  recommend  men  to  farther  trust ; 
ami  I cannot  but  appreliend  that  what  it  found- 
ed on  usurpation,  will  be  exerted  in  lymniiy. 

“ It  isto  be  hoped,  that  this  unreasonable  Bill 
will  be  entirely  rnj:«icdyidc&tincfts  mn  pretenil . 


to  amend  wbat  is  in  its  very  nature  incotr^ihie  ■ 
for  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  a good  su., 
perstruccure,  npon  a foandation  which  deserves 
nothing  but  indignation  and  cnotcinpc. 

“ It  is  a melancholy  constderatiou,  that  under 
the  pressure  of  debts,  the  necessities  of  a war, 
the  perplexities  of  trade,  and  tbe  cidainitiesof 
the  poor,  tbe  legblature  should  thus  be  uLeu 
up  and  employed  in  schemes  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  power,  pride,  and  luxury,  of  ibe 
rich  and  noble.  It  is  true,  this  aSair  ought  to 
be  treated  m a most  solemti  mauiier,  by  reosoa  | 
of  the  awful  authority  from  whence  it  cuuies; 
but  wc  must  not,  on  such  oceasious,  be  op- 
pressed by  outward  things,  but  look  to  the 
bottom  of  tbe  matter  betore  us,  divested  of 
every  ibiug  that  can  divert  us  frum  seeing  the 
true  reiison  of  wbat  passes,  and  liie  pretensions 
to  what  is  asked. 

“ If  this  Bill  is  required  for  preventing  the 
creniiuD  nf  occasional  peers,  why,  at  tbe  same 
lime,  are  SS  Scots,  and;8  English,  to  be  now 
made  I Is  not  tbis  the  same  iliiug,  as  to  say, 
if  you  will  let  us  make  sii  many  this  one  time, 
under  the  suneiian  of  a law,  we  will  inukeno 
mure,  fur  we  shall  have  no  occasion  fur  any 
mure?  Tbe  latter  end  of  this  Bill  seems  to 
have  tome  compassion  towards  the  prerogative, 
and  enacts  something  gracious  cowards  tbe 
desceudems  of  the  sovereign,  tiefure  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Arislucmcy,  viz.  ‘ Provided 
‘ always  nevertheless,  That  notlung  in  this  act 
‘ cootutned,  shall  he  taken  or  ciuisirueii  to  lay 
‘ any  restraint  upon  the  king’s  ninjesiy,  hishein 
‘or  successors,  from  ndvaiicing  ur  pruniotiiig 
‘ any  peer  havnigvote  and  seat  in  parJinnient, 

‘ to  any  higher  rank  or  degree  of  dignity  or 
‘ nobility  ; nor  from  creating  or  muLing  aay 
‘ of  tile  princes  of  the  hlnnd  peers  of  Great 
‘ Britain,  or  Lords  of  Pnrliament ; and  such 
‘ princes  of  the  bluod,  so  created,  shall  not  be 
‘ esteemed  to  be  any  part  uf  the  nuoiber  to 
' whioiithc  peers  of  Great  Britain  are  by  (his 
‘ act  restrained.’  This  is  tbe  grace  and  Invour, 
whidi,  as  soon  as  all  tlieir  own  posterity  and 
accidents  that  conld  befall  them,  are  jiruvided 
for,  is  oiQvc  hounteoudy  Iiestuwed  on  ilia 
children  of  the  royal  family  ; As  ihisgoodoesl 
if  conferred  on  those  of  it,  who  are  not  yet 
iutiiled  to  that  honuur,  it  is  to  he  presumed, 
that  nothing  vested  in  others  of  them  will  be 
assaulted  ; but  that  whatever  becomes  of  this 
Bill,  their  present  utnles,  their  then  remain- 
ing estates,  will  l>e  still  inviolable. 

“ Since  there  is  so  full  aUonse  at  this  debate, 
j I doubt  not  but  it  will  infallibly  end  according 
' CO  justice  ; fori  can  never  think  the  liberCyof 
Great  Britain  in  danger  at  such  u meeting; 
but  for  my  part,  lam  against  committing  of 
this  bill,  because  I think  it  would  be  cnmniitt- 

Mr.  Piir,  member  for  Old  Sarura,  spoke  next 
against  the  projectors  of  this  Bill,  whom  he 
taxed  with  mean  obsequiousness  to  foreigner!, 
and  with  designs  against  tbe  liberties  of  tbeir 
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pole,  "he  «pol‘€  on  llie  same  side, 
sFcred  b;  colimel  Moretmi. 

Sir  John  PackinKtwi  spuke  os  follows ; 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  have  all  the  reason  in  llie 
world  to  BcknoM'ledge  ibe  good  intentions  his 
uiaje;<ty'  has  been  pleased  to  express  in  his 
speech  fur  the  good  of  liis  subjects  and  the 
liberty  of  our  constitution ; but,  in  my  opinion, 
his  majesty  is  not  rightly  iafonneil  of  the  man- 
ner of  making  his  subjects  feel  the  eOecIs  of 
Ibose  gracious  intentions ; and  in  particular, 
the  Bill  now  before  US  is  a very  improper  re- 
turn toali  the  demonstrstinns  ofduty,  zeal,  and 
affection,  which  his  faitlirul  Commons  have 
given  since  his  majesty’s  happy  accession  to 
the  throne.  When  the  king  and  his  ministers 
thought  fit  to  enter  into  a strict  alliauce  witli 
France,  and  thereby  giveibnt  ancient  nnd  al- 
most irrecuorilahle  enemy  of  England,  an  op- 
portunity to  retrieve  tlir  extreme  low  ami  des- 
persle  condition  of  ilieir  affairs,  the  Commons 
did  not  opjiose  those  measures.  Wlien  bis 
majesiy  judged  it  necessury,  either  for  die  good 
ofbis  subjects,  or  to  secure  some  nequisitiuns 
in  Germany,  indeclnre  war  against  Sweden, 
and  to  send  strong  squadrons  into  the  Baltic, 
his  faithful  Conmiuns  readily  pr  >viried  for  those 
great  expences.  When  ntterwarrU  it  was 
ihouglil  proper  todeprive  his  mnjesty's  subjects 
oflbe  heiiencial  trade  to  Spain,  by  declaring 
war  against  that  crown,  and  sendiuga  llvetimo 
the  Mediierr.xnraii  to  set  ve  as  ferry  boats  for  die 
emperur'a  troops,  the  good  nalured  Commons 
approved  those  wise  counsels:  After  uU  thevc 
and  s>  vend  Ollier  instances  of  ohsequiousii*ss 
aud  compinisance,  which  this  Hrlu^e  lias  shewn 
fur  the  ministers,  it  is  nutuer.ul'  wonder  we 
should,  nt  last,  Ire  no  better  rewarded,  than 
by  a Bill,  visibly  calculated  to  exclude  the 
Conimons  from  lilies  of  honour,  and  to  rnise 
the  dignity  and  power  of  the  peers.  It  seems 
to  have  been  tiie  principal  design  of  the  miuis- 
try,  since  the  bptpiniing  of  this  reign  in  pnrticu- 
Isf,  to  give  one  family  the  absolute  dispos:il  of 
all  honours  and  favours.  For  my  own  part,  I 
never  desire  to  be  a lord,  but  I have  a son, 
who  may  one  day  have  that  umbilion  ; and  I 
hope  to  leave  hnn  a better  claim  to  it,  iban  a 
certain  gre.xt  itiati  (meaning  general  Stanhope) 
had,  wheu  he  was  made  a peer.  It  is,  ind<-ed, 
nn  extrnordinary  and  unexampled  condescen- 
sion in  hiv  miijesty,  'to  part  with  so  valuable  a 
branch  r>f  his  royal  prerogative,  ns  is  ilie  be- 
stowing marks  of  honour  and  disiinrtinn  on 
such  as  have  deserved  them,  by  their  eminent 
viriuev  aurl  servicestu  their  king  ami  country; 
huwever,  eonsidernig  what  equivaleut  is  given 
by  this  hill  to  his  majesty,  iin  body  will  wonder 
at  this  conressiou,  if  it  reached  no  further  than 
bis  majesty  : hut  I hope  this  House  will  never 
cuncur  in  depriving  of  so  bright  a jewel  of  the 
Crown,  the  prince,  who,  in  his  proper  turn,  is 
to  wetrit ; and  whoisso  worthy  tifji  by  nil  the 
toyal  virtues  that  shine  in  his  person;  and 
which,  during  his  regency,  have  g:iined  him 
the  hearts  mid  affections  of  all  true  Enelisliraen. 
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cretion,  occasioned  an  unhappy  differcoce,  1 
am  apprehensive,  that  if  this  Bill,  so  pre)udi- 
cinl  to  the  rights  of  the  presumptive  heir,  should 
passinto  a law,  it  may  rendir  that  divisiuu 
irreconcilcahle  ; and  therefore  I am  ugaiusi  the 
committing  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Hu'i'iiJen  answered  one  of  the  most 
material  objections  against  the  Bill,  viz.  That 
it  would  give  the  peerage  an  aristocraticnl  au- 
thority; andeudeavour^  to  shew  on  the  con- 
trary, That  the  limiting  the  number  of  the 
peers  would  miher  diministi  than  increase  their 
power  oud  iaieresr,  since  these  were  mainly 
owing  to  ilia  constant  addition  of  riches  which 
the  peerage  receives  by  the  ennohluigof  wealthy 

Mr.  Craggi  spoke  on  the  saose  side,  and 
ui^ed,  That  his  majesty,  since  his  sccesaiun  to 
the  throne,  had  had  no  other  view  than  to 
procure  the  good  end  happiness  of  his  sob- 
jects  and  to  secure  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties. That  having,  in  his  royal  wisdum  Con- 
sidered llie  abuse  tinit  was  made,  in  the 
last  reign,  of  that  branch  of  the  pr>  rogauve, 
relating  to  the  creating  of  peers,  uhirh  abuse 
had  brought  the  liberties  oi  Great  Britain,  and 
of  all  Europe,  into  iimuiiunt  danger;  hia 
miijesty  tlirnugh  a condescension  worthy  ofa 
prince  truly  ■iingnai.iinuus,  had  graciously  been 
plciised  III  consent,  that  Such  bounds  he  set  to 
dint  part  >if  the  preri^aiive,  as  may  prev<  nt 
uny  exiirhiiant  and  dangeiuuv  exercise  of  it 
for  t ie  time  10  come;  Hint  it  was  only  in  the 
reigns  of  good  princes,  that  legisbiurs  had  op- 
portunities to  remedy  and  amend  the  delects  to 
»liich  nh  liumuit  institutions  are  subjici;  and, 
that,  if  the  present  uccasioii  of  rectilying  that 
apparent  Haw  in  uur  constitulion  were  lost,  it 
might  perhaps  never  he  retrieved. 

Mr.  Metiaen  niiswered  Mr.  Graggs,  and 
shewed  the  danger  of  mttkiug  nlteratiuns  in  the 
fundaineiital  laws  nnd  ancient  contiiiuiion ; 
urging  the  comparison  of  a build. ng,  in  which 
the  reiimving  oue  single  elonr  Irom  ibe  founda- 
tion may  endanger  the  whole  edifice. 

Mr.  Herne  spoke  on  the  snme  side. 

Mr.  Ledmere  ownetl.  That  be  did  not  like 
this  hill,  as  it  wds  sent  down  to  them,  yet  he 
did  not  doubt  but  it  might  be  mode  a good 
one,  provided  the  Lords  would  give  the  Com- 
mona  hii  cqiiivAlent,  and  suffer  them  to  shore 
several  priv.liges  and  advantages,  nhicli  their 
lonisliii's  enjoy.  Therefore  tie  insisted  on  the 
coniiniiung  uf  the  hill,  that  they  might  make 
amendments  to  it;  and  as  to  the  objection, 
thill  it  was  dangc'ous  to  make  uny  iiinoTBlioos 
in  the  coiisiilutioii,  he  ailedged  sererai  in- 
stances, pnnlculnrlY,  the  net  Ibr  limiting  the 
Succession  and  the  Act  of  Union,  winch,  indeed 
had  altered,  hut,  on  the  other  bend,  had  rather 
improved  nnd  strengthened,  than  prejudiced 
the  original  cunstitmiun. 

Mr.  Bufiert  Walpole  next  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

“Among  the  Boaians,  the  wisest  people 
ti^n  "Tbdiple'of'  Fafab"  was  placed 
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beliiiid  die  Temple  of  Virtue,  to  deooce  ibnt 
there  mat  no  coming  Co  the  Temple  of  Fame, 
but  through  iliac  of  \nrtue.  Cut  if  this  Bill 
is  passed  inco  a U»,  oneof  the  must  power* 
ful  incemlves  to  rircue  would  taken  away, 
since  chc'^e  would  be  no  arriving  at  honour, 
Luc  chcuu!!)]  the  nindiiig-sbcei  uf  an  old  de- 
crepit ford,  or  <ha  grave  of  an  etiiact  noble 
family;  a 4iulicy  rery  dilferent  from  that 

Sloriuus  and  enlighlunea  nation,  who  made  it 
}cir  pride  Co  hold  out  to  the  world  illustrious 
esaraples  uf  merited  elevation, 

Pnccre  bonorisscirent  ut  cuocti  viain,' 

“ It  is  very  far  from  my  thoughts  to  depre- 
ciate die  adviiiitages,  or  deiruct  from  the  re- 
spect due  to  illustrious  birth;  fur  though  the 
philusopher  may  say  with  the  pi>ci, 

‘ Ec  genus  et  proaros,  et  <]Utt  non  ficimas  ipsi, 

‘ Vis  en  nostra  voco 

yet  the  claim  derived  froin  that  advantage, 
though  fortuitous,  is  so  generally  und  so  justly 
concede,!;  that  every  endeavour  to  subvert 
the  principle,  would  merit  contempt  and  ab- 
horrence. One  though  illustrious  birth  forms 
one  undisputed  title,  to  pre-eminence,  and 
superior  cuiisideratiun,  yet  surely  it  ought  not 
pu  be  the  only  one.  The  origin  of  high  titles 
was  derived  irom  the  will  of  the  sovereign  to 
reward  signal  services,  or  cunspicuous  merit, 
by  n renompence  which,  surviving  to  pasterity, 
should  display  in  nil  ages  the  virtues  of  the  re- 
ceiver, nud  the  gratitude  of  the  dunnr.  Is 
merit  then  so  rarely  discernible,  or  is  gratitude 
so  small  a virtue  io  our  days,  that  the  one  must 
be  supposed  to  bo  its  own  reward,  and  tlie 
Other  liiniled  to  a barren  display  of  impotmit 
good-will  f Had  this  bill  origiusted  with  some 
noble  peer  of  distinguished  ancestry,  it  would 
have  excited  less  surprize;  a desire  to  exclude 
others  from  a participation  of  hounur^  is  no 
novelty  in  persons  of  that  class : ■ Quod  ex 
1 aliurum  meriiis  sibi  arrogant,  id  mild  ex  raeis 
' asciibi  noluot.’ 

“ But  it  Is  mutter  ofjust  surprise,  Chat  a bill 
of  this  nature  should  either  have  been  pro- 
jected, or  at  least  promoted  by  a gentleman*, 
who  was,  not  long  ago,  Kaied  ainougst  us,  and 
who,  having  got  into  the  House  of  Peers,  is  now 
desirous  to  idiuc  the  rlnor  after  him. 

“ When  great  ulcerations  in  die  ennstitucinn 
are  to  be  mude,  the  experiment  should  be  tried 
for  a short  Lime  before  the  proposed-  chance  is 
fi.aally  carried  into  execuLioo,  lest  it  should 
produce  evil  instead  of  good;  but  in  this  case, 
when  the  bill  is  once  sanctioned  by  psrlinment, 
there  can  be  no  future  hopes  of  redress,  be- 
cause the  upper  House  u-ih  always  appose  the 
repeal  of  an  act,  vv  hich  has  so  considerably  in- 
creased- their  power.  The  great  unanimity 
with  which  this  Bill  has  passed  the  Lords, 
ouglit  to  inspire  some  jealousy  in  the  Com- 
mons ; for  it  must  be  obviot^  chat  whatever 
tlie  Lords  gain,  must  be  acquired  at  the  loss  of 
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the  CommoQg,  and  the  diminution  of  the 
preroguiire;  uod  that  in  all  disputes  becvr^a 
the  I^rds  and  Cnmmons,  when  the  House  of 
Lords  is  iimuutable,  theCommons  must  sooucr 
or  later,  be  obliged  to  recede. 

“ Too  view  pt  the  miuisiry  in  fr.tmiog  tliia 
bill,  is  plniuly  nuiUiiig  but  to  secure  their  power 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  principal  argu- 
ment ou  iVliich  the  necessity  of  it  is  founded, 
is  drawn  fruiii  the  miscldef  occasioned  by  the 
creation  of  twelve  peers,  during  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  tor  tire  purpose  of  carrying  an  iov 
famous  Peace  through  the  House  of  Lords- 
that  was  only  a temporary  measure,  whereas, 
the  mischief  tg  lie  occasioned  by  this  bill,  will 
be  perpetual.  It  cremes  3!  [leurs  by  iiuiiiority 
of  parliament ; so  extraordinary  a step  cannot 
be  supposed  to  be  taken  without  some  sinister 
design  io  luture.  The  ministry  want  no  ad- 
ditiunol  strength  io  the  House  of  Lord<,  f.>r 
couductiiig  tba  common  atfuirs  of  goverainent, 
ns  is  eiilljuienily  proved  by  the  unanimiiy  wiili 
which  they  have  carried  through  this  bill.  Iij 
the/ofure,  they  chink  it  necessary  to  acquire 
additiouiil  sucngili,  it  must  be  dune  with  vie«s 
and  iiileuuont  more  extravagant  und  hoslile  in 
the  edusCicuiMii,  than  any  which  have  yet  been 
atceiiipicd.  The  bill  iisvif  ft  of  a most  insidi- 
ous and  artful  nature.  - The  iinmediute  crea- 
tion uf  nine  Scotch  peers,  and  the  toservatinn 
of  six  English  peers  for  u necessary  uocusion, 
is  of  double  use;  to  be  ready  for  (he  House  of 
Lords  if  wanted,  and  to  engage  three  limes  the 
number  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  hopes 
and  promises, 

“ To  sanction  this  attempt,  the  king  is  in- 
duced to  olTecc  to  ware  some  part  of  bis  pre- 
rogative; but  this  is  merely  an  ostensible  re' 
nunciacion,  unfounded  in  fact,  or  reason.  I 
am  desirous  to  treat  of  all  points  relating  to 
the  private  affairs  of  bis  majesty,  with  the  ut- 
most tenderness  aori  caution,  but  I should 
wish  to  ask  ilie  Iluuso,  aud  I think  I can  auii- 
cipute  the  answer ; haaany  such  questiou  been 
upon  the  tapis,  as  no  mail  would  foi^ive  the 
Butliom,  CliBt  should  put  liiem  under  the  neces- 
sity of  voting  against  eitlier  side  ?*  Are  there 
.any  niisfnrtunes,  which  every  honest  man  se- 
cretly laments  and  bewails,  and  would  think  ibe 
lost  of  mischiefs,  should  they  ever  become  the 
subJecC  of  public  and  parliamentary  conversa- 
tions? Cannot  numbers  (Init  hear  me  testify, 
from  the  solicilaiiona  and  whispers  they  have 
met  with,  that  there  are  men  ready  and 
determined  to  attcriipt  these  thiugs  if  they 
had  -a  prospect  of  success?  If  they  luive 
thought,  but  1 hope  tliey  ure  mistalvOn  in  their 
opinion  of  the  linuse,  that  the  chief  obstacle 
would  arise  in  the  House  of  Lords,  where 
they  have:  nlwnyi  huea  tender  upon  per- 
sonal points,  especially  to  any  of  their  own 
body,  does  not  this  project  enable  them  to 
carry  any  question  tlirougb  liie  House  of  Lords? 
Must  not  Che  twenty-live  Scots  Peers  accept, 


I * He  here  probably  alluded  to  tlie  misuiider* 
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upon  nny, terms,  or  be  for  ew  eicloded  P Or 
«ill  not  Cweiuy>{ive  be  found  in  alt  Scotland 
time  trill  ? llow  great  will  tliu  temptation  be 
likewise  to  six  English,  to  fill  the  present  rn- 
cancies  ^ And  shall  we  then,  nit^  our  eyes 
open,  take  this  step,  which  I cannot  but  look 
upon  ns  the  hrgiiiiiing  of  woe  and  ennfosinn  ; 
nod  shall  we,  under  these  apprciieti^ons,  break 
ibrnush  the  Union,  nnd  shut  up  the . door  of 
Jiuuuiir?  It  certainly  will  hare  that  eiTect; 
niy,  the  rery  argument  advanced  in  its  snp- 

Eurc,  ilhnE  it  will  add  weight  to  the  Conimuns, 
V keeping  the  rich  men  there,  ndmits  that  it 
will  be  an  exclusion. 

“ Dal  we  are  told,  that  his  majesty  has  vo* 
luntarilyconsentcd  to  this  limilatinn  ofhis  pre- 
rogative. It  may  bo  true  ; but  may  not  the 
king  have  been  deceived.^  Which  if  it  is  ever  to 
bo  supposed,  must  be  admitted  in  this  case.  It 
is  incontrovertible,  that  kings  have  been  6ver- 
rulcd  by  the  importunity  of  their  ministers  to 
remove,  nr  to  cake  into  administration,  per- 
sons wbn  are  disagreeable  to  ibeoi.  The  cha- 
ncier of  the  king  furnishes  us  also  a strong 
pmnf  that  he  has  been  deceived ; for  although 
It  is  a face,  that  in  Hanover,  wliere  he  possesses 
absolute  power,  lie  never  tyrannised  over  his 
subjects,  or  despotically  exercised  his  authority, 
yet,  can  one  instance  be  produced  when  he  ever 
gave  up  a prerogative  ? 

lAlie  constitution  is  to  be  amended  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  ilie  greatest  abuses  ought  to 
be  first  corrected.  But  what  is  the  abuse, 
against  which  this  bill  so  vehemently  inreiglis, 
and  which  it  is  intended  to  correct  f The  abuse 
ofthe  prerogative  in  creating  an  occasional 
number  of  peers,  is  a prejudice  only  to  the 
1/ods,  it  can  rarely  be  a prejudice  Co  the  Com- 
mons, hut  must  generally  be  exercised  in  their 
favuur ; and  should  it  be  aigued,  that  in  case 
of  a liiiference  between  the  two  Houses,  the 
king  may  exercise  that  branch  of  his  preroga- 
tive, with  a view  to  force  the  Commons  to  re- 
cede, we  may  reply,  that  upon  a difierence 
with  the  Commons,  tlie  king  possesses  liis  ne- 
gative^ and  the  exercise  nf  that  negative  would 
W less  culpable  than  making  peers  to  screen 
hiinseir. 

"But  the  strongest  argument  itgaiust  the 
bin  is,  that  it  will  not  only  be  a discourage- 
ment to  virtue  and  merit,  but  would  endanger 
•ur  excellent  constitution  ; for  ns  there  is  a 
due  bulaucc  between  the  three  brnnchi']  of  the 
legitlatiire,  it  will  destroy  that  balance,  and 
consequently  subvert  the  whole  constirmion, 
by  causing  one  of  the  three  powers,  which  arc 
now  dependant  on  each  other,  to  preponderate 
■a  the  scale.  The  Crown  is  dependent  upon 
discommons  by  thcpnwerofgraniins  money  ; 
die  Commons  are  dependent  on  the  Crown  by 
the  power  of  dissolution  i the  Lords  will  now 
bemade  indepeudeut  of  both. 

"The  sixteen  elective  Scotch  peers  already 
*droit  themselves  to  be  a dead  court  weight, 
Jet  the  samp  sixteen  are  now  to  be  made  here- 
ditary, and  nine  added  to  their  number,  Tlieie 
tw«niy.five,  itfda'  Vhg'"  UlirtVll' 


ministers,  mav  find  their  account  in  betraying 
their  trust ; tfie  majority  of  the  Lords  inuy 
also  find  their  account  in  supporting  snch  m!- 
niiters;  but  the  Coininnns,  and  the  Commons" 
only,  must  suffer  for  nil,  and  be  deprived  of 
every  advantage.  Ifiheproposedmeasure  de- 
stroys two  negatives  in  the  crown,  it  gii  es  a 
negative  to  these  twenty-five  united,  end  con- 
fers It  power,  superior  to  that  nf  the  kitig  him- 
self, on  the  head  of  a dull,  who  will  Imicihe 
power  of  recommending  many.  Tlie  Scotcli 
commoners  can  have  on  other  view  in  support- 
ing this  measure,  but  the  exprcicd  aegrandize- 
_meiit  of  iheir  own  chiefs.  It  will  dissolve  tha 
allegiance  of  tlie  Scotch  peers  who  nre  not 
amongst  the  twenty-five,  and  who  can  never 
hope  for  the  benefit  of  an  eleciimi  to  he  peers 
of  parliauient,  and  alimftt  enact  obedience 
from  the  sovereign  to  tlie  betrayers  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

“ The  present  view  ofthe  Bill  is  dangerous  j' 
tiie  view  to  posterity,  personal  and  unpunlona- 
ble;  it  wilt  make  the  Lords  masters  of  the 
king,  according  to  tlieir  own  confession,  when 
they  admit,  that  a change  of  admiiiiscratien 
renders  a new  crention  of  peers  necessary ; for 
by  precluding  die  king  from  making  peers  in 
future,  it  at  the  same  time  precludes  him  from 
changing  die  present  administration,  who  will 
naturally  fill  the  vacancies  with  their  own  crea- 
tures ; and  the  new  peers  will  adhere  to  tha 
first  minister,  with  the  same  zeal  and  unnni- 
, mity  as  those  created  by  Oxford  adhered  to 
him.  ' 

“ If  when  the  parliament  was  made  septen- 
nial, the  power  of  dissolving  it  before  the  end 
of  seven  yeare  had  been  wrested  from  the 
Crown,  would  not  such  an  alteration  have  added 
immense  autlinrity  to  the  Commons  i And  yet, 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  dissnlving  par- 
liaments, may  be,  and  has  been  oftener  abused, 
than  the  power  of  creating  peers. 

“ But  It  may  he  observed,  that  the  king,  for 
his  own  sake,  will  rarely  make  a great  number 
of  peers-,  for  they,  being  usually  created  by  the 
iiidiience  of  the  first  minister,  soon  become, 
upon  a change  of  administration,  a weight 
against  the  cruivn ; and  Imd  rjucen  Anne  lived, 
the  Irulhof  tills  observation  would  have  hcco 
verified  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  twelve  peers 
uiadeiiy  Oxford.  Let  me  ask,  huwevrr,  is  die 
abu«c  of  anv  prerogative  a sulficienc  reas-ni  for 
totally  anniLiluiing  that  prerog.ativel  Under 
that  coiisidersticn,  the  powerof  dissolviiig  p.ir- 
liaments  ought  to  be  token  aivay,  liucause  that 
power  li;is  been  mnre  exercised,  and  more 
abused  lhan  any  of  the ulhcr  prerogatives;  yet 
in  Idll,  whcnuie  king  hud  assented  to  a law 
that  disabled  him  from  proroguing  or  di-sniring 
prliamcnr.nitlKpJtthG  canseutofboth  Houses, 
ho  was  from  that  lime  undcrsiihjection  lo  the 
parliament,  and  from  thrnce  ihll.iwed  all  the 
suhscqnuiit  mischiefs,  and  his  own  destructioo. 
Ir  may  also  be  asked,  Whether  the  prerogative 
of  making  pence  and  war  has  never  been 
abused  ? I.  inizhthere.ce]l  coyonr  rccollectioo 
wurwUb 
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Spun.  Yet  who  will  presume  to  advise  that 
the  power  of  making  wer  and  peace,  shoold  be 
taken  from  ilie  crown  ? 

“ How  can  Che  Lords  expect  the  Commoas 
Co  give  their  concurrence  to  a bill  by  which 
they  anil  their  posterity  are  lO  be  for  ever 
excluded  from  the  peerage  ? How  would  they 
themselves  receive  a bill  which  should  preveot 
a baron  from  being  made  a viscount,  a viscount 
ao  earl,  an  carl  a marquis,  and  a marquis  a 
dukei  VVoulil  (hey  consent  to  limit  the  number 
of  aay  rank  of  peernge  i Certainly  none;  un- 
less, perhaps,  the  dukes.  If  the  pretence  for 
this  measure  is,  chat  it  will  tend  to  secure  the 
freedom  of  pnrliament,  I say  that  there  are 
many  other  steps  more  imprircant  ami  less 
equivocal,  such  as  the  discontinuance  of  bribes 
and  fusions. 

“ ^lat  this  bill  will  secure  the  liberty  of  par- 
liament, I totally  deny  ; it  will  secure  a great 
preponderance  to  the  peers;  it  will  form  them 
into  a compnet  impenetrable  phalanx,  by  giv- 
ing them  the  )>ower  to  exclude,  in  all  cases  of 
extinction  and  creation,  all  such  persons  from 
their  body,  who  may  be  obnoxious  to  them. 
In  the  instances  we  have  seen  of  their  judg- 
ment in  some  late  cases,  sufficient  xnarlcs  of 
partiality  may  be  found  to  put  us  on  our  guard 
against  tlie  committing  to  them  the  power  they 
would  derive  from  this  bill,  of  judging  the  right 
oflatent  or  dormant  titles,  when  their  veniicc  | 
would  be  of  such  immense  importance.  If 
gentlemen  will  uot  be  convinced  ny  argument, 
at  least,  let  them  nnt  shut  their  ears  to  the 
dreadful  example  of  former  times ; let  thrm 
recollect  that  theoverweeningdisposicion  of  Uio 
great  barons,  to  aggrandize  their  own  dignity, 
occasioned  them  to  exclude  the  lesser  baruns, 
and  to  that  circomstence  mny  be  fairly  attri- 
buted the  sanguinary  wars  which  so  long  deso- 
lated the  country.”* 

* “ The  substance  of  this  speech  is  collected 
from  memorandums  in  sir  Robert  Walpole's 
own  band  writing,  among  lord  Orfard’a  papers. 
— See  also,  Onslow  on  Opposition,  Correspon- 
dence, Period  II. — Historical  Register,  1719. 
— Chandler.’'  Coxe’s  Walpole. 

“ Mr.  Walpole’s  performance  in  this  debate, 

1 have  heard,  for  L was  not  then  come  into  par- 
liament, was  very  great,  ami  had  as  much  of 
natural  eloquence  and  of  genius  in  it  as  had 
been  heard  by  any  of  the  audience  within  those 
walls,  His  topics  were  popular,  aod  made 
for  those  he  hoped  to  bring  over.  He  talked 
of  the  honoure  of  peerage  as  the  constitutional 
reward  of  great  qualities  and  actions  naly,  in 
the  service  of  the  commonwealch,  and  to  be 
kept  npen  for  that  purpose.  That  the  usual 
path  to  the  temple  of  lioiiuur  had  been  through 
the  temple  uf  virtue ; hut  by  this  bill  it  was  now 
to  be  only  through  the  sepulchre  of  a dead  an- 
cessor,  witliout  merit  or  fame.  In  this  strain 
he  bore  down  every  thing  before  him,  eveu 
against  verr  nbic  performances,  by  many  very 
considerable  persons  wbu  spoke  on  the  oilier 
side  of  thisqustiUMti'?'  '.Sptisliier.Qssloif's  Ee> 


Mr..duhilu’e,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
stood  up  next,  und  answered  a material  olL 
Jection  that  had  been  raised  agnfnst  the  bill 
viz.  ■ That  it  was  dangerous  to  make  any  la. 
' nnvalious  in  the  coiistilution and  meue  it 
appear,  thatseveral  alceracioos  had  been  made 
in  (lie  original  cousiituuuii  by  Mngna  Cliaria, 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  several  other  laws 
made  for  the  benefit  uf  the  subject ; nud  upon 
the  whole  was  for  commiiLiiig  (he  bill.  He 
was  backed  by  seijeanc  Pengelly,  but  they  were 
opposed  by 

Mr.  SmU/i,  who  urged,  That  the  foundation 
of  this  hill  being  wrong  and  faulty,  there  »&i 
no  room  for  amendimmts,  and  therefore  lie  was 
ugninsc  committing  it. 

Mr.  UungerforU,  who  brought  up  the  rear, 
was  fur  conomiitiiig  the  bill. 

T/ie  IWrage  BUi  rijccted  by  the  Cumiwonj.] 
At  about  n qnui'ier  past  eiglii  in  the  rveoiog, 
the  question  being  put  upon  lord  William  Peu- 
let’s  uiution,  the  same  was  curried  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  a majority  of  269  voices  against  in, 
so  that  including  ibe  two  tellers  on  each  side, 
there  were  450  members  in  the  Iluiise.  After 
this  the  prevailing  party,  to  signalize  their  vic- 
tory, moved,  and  It  was  resolved  without  adl- 
vision,  “ That  the  Bill  he  rejected.” 

Bist  of  tfte  Meeibrrt  alto  voted  for  mid 
agaimt -the  Peerage  Bill.]  Shortly  after  tlx 
rejection  of  ibis  Bill  llierc  appeared  the  follow 

List  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, who  voted  for  and  against  t1a>  Fees- 
ACE  Biu. 

Jiir  the  Bill, 

Abercromby,  Alex.  Campbell,  hon.J,  sen. 

Aislabie,  lion.  John  Campbell,  lion.  .T.  jon, 

Anstruther,  sirj.be.  Campbell,  Daniel 

Ashurst,  sir  Henry  Carbery,  lord 

Bailie,  George  Carpenter,  lord 

Banks,  Joseph  Carter,  Lawrence 

Bellamy,  William  Cartwright,  Henry 

Gere,  Thomas  Caswal,  sir  George 

Bigg,  John  Cater,  John 

Biss, Stephen  Cheiwynd,  Walter 

Birch,  Joliu  Cbetwynd,  John 

Bladen,  col.  Martin  Chetwynd,  Wiiliom 

Blackiston,  Nathaniel  Churc^iill,  Joshua 

Eonil,  Dennis  Clarke,  sir  Robert 

Boscaweo,  Hugh  Clayton,  William 

feeler,  John  Cockburn,  John 

Brace,  John  Thurioe  Corbet,  sir  Robert 

Braddyt,  Duddingtun  Craiggs,  James,  juu. 
Bradshaigli,  sir  R.  bt.  Daiuis,  sirWilfism 

Broughton,  sir  Bryan  Darry,  lion.  Conyers 
Brudcnel,  lion.  James  Descle,  John 

Bruere,  George  Delavai,  George_ 

Buckinglmm,  Owen  Dillington,  sir  Tris.  bi. 
Burford,  Earl  of  Docminique,  Pnul 

Gadogan,hon  Charles  Douglas,  huu.  col.  G. 
Campbell,  sir  James  Douglas,  William, jui>. 

marks  00  sir  Robert  Walpole’s  Conduct.  See 

.Ceuc'f  jKidpale-,  toL.S>  f<  J>55,A»  Ed.  1798' 
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Pigertoo,  lion.  William  MinAlmll,  Edward  i 
Elliot,  M'lnro,  llobort 

Erie,  Giles  Mcntmli,  eailof 

Eyivs,  sir  John  Moreton,  M.  Ducic 

Ew,  Giles  Ildurgau,  Anlliimy 

Farrer,  Willinm.  lUor^ielh,  H.  lord  vise. 

Eeigewm,  Alesunder  Murray,  lord  James 

FieldiDg,  boo.  William  N^us,  Fraiicis 

Forbes,  Jotiu  OBlcy,  Crew 

Fowler,  sir  R.  lit.  Unslow,  Denzil 

Gordon, sirWilliembt.  Palmer,  sir  Tbomas 

Crrahme,  bon.  James  Papillmi,  Pliilip 

Crniiby,  marquis  ut'  Pellium,  liou.  Henry 

Gnmliam,  HiciiarH  Peliium,  Thomas 

Greenville,  Richard  Pciigelly,  Thomas 

Gregory,  George  Pbilpot,  Nicholas 

Criiiisioiie,  William  Piers,  William 

Guidott,  William  Pig, ,t,  Robert 

Huidune,  Patrick  Pitt,  Thomas,  jun. 

Haldane,  Muoeo  Pluuier,  Walter 

Balsev,  Utnuiid  Vlumiree,  Jotin 

Hamilion,  lord  A.  Poivieit,  lord  Harry 

Hampden,  Richard  Powlett,  lord  WiUiaic 

Uardress,  John  Powlett,  Norton 

Heathcnte,  sir  6.  kt.  Prinele,  John 

Ueathcote,  John  RaymoiKl,  air  Robert 

Henley.  John  Rebow,  sirlsanc,  ki. 

HcrJ'ord,  earl  oF  Rich,  sir  Itobert 

llildersden,  William  Roberts,  Gabriel 

Hill,  sir  Roger,  kt.  Suniweli,  sir  Thomas 

llougliton,  sir  H.  bi.  Seymour,  lord  Piercy 

llupkins,  Eilwatd  Sliaonoti,  lord  vise. 

Hoskins,  sir  H.  bc.  Shute,  J.  Barrington 

llotham,  sirCharljS  Sloper,  William 

UuuiterFord,  Joim  Sinnh,  Thomas 

Jenkins,  Tobias  Stanhope,  lurd  Philip 

Jeniiiiigs.  Philip  Stanhope,  Charles 

Jessop,  William  Stanhope,  col.  W. 

Ingracn,  hoD  Arthur  Stephens,  Thomas 

Ingram,  Arthur  Stewari,  William 

Jubnson,  sirT.  kt.  Suiton,  hun.  Richard 

Eelsall,  Henry  Tench,  sir  Fisber 

Ker,  hon.  William  Thoiiipsun,  William 

Xnighi,  John  Tteby,  George 

Lecliniere,  Nicholas  Trelawney,  John 

leigh,  John  Trevanion,  John 

Leniiard,  air  Samuel,  Wade,  George 

kt.  and  lit.  Wnger,  sir  Charles 

Littleton,  Thomas  W.iilis,  William 

Lomas,  Joshua  Wallop,  John 

london,  John  Warrander,  sir  G.  bt. 

Long,  col.  Charles  West,  bon.  Joim 

Lowe,  Samuel  Wesifaiing,  H.  Rudhal 

Lowndes,  William  Wheat, sirTlionms 

Lowther,  sir  William  Wliiclicot,  sir  Francis 

Mason.  Charlts  White,  Thomas 

Maynard,  Tliomaa  Whitmore,  'Witliaiti 

Meyrick,  0-wen'  Wiitewroug.  sir  J.  bt. 

Mitiletliwnite,  Joseph  W ills,  Charles 

Middleton,  John  Womiey,  sir  R.  bt. 

Mjlncr,  James  Wylde,  Thomas 

Milioun,  lord  vise.  Yonge,  William 

Against  the  Bill. 

Allanson,  Charles  Ansiruther,  Plulip 

Ansns,  John  Asii^  F^lward 

Archer,  Andiew  > ^ n.  .s  Asbej^Wisfiaa  ' ' 

Vot.  Vil. 


Asiley,  sir  Jacob  Digby,  hon.  John 
'Aylmer,  lord  Discuu,  Josiuh 

Bacon,  Waller  Doddington,  George 

Baker,  George  DuddingCon,  Geo,  jun, 

Bninphcld,  sir  Cop*  Dowdeswcll,  Willmm 
pleston  Warwick  Dreke,sir  Fran. Henry 
Barrymore,  earl  of  Drak<-,  Mon.  Gerrard 
Basset,  John  Drax,  Henry 

Qaihuret,  Benjamin  Drew,  Francis 
Beaiinmiit,  sir  Gcqrge  Ducane,  Richard 
Bertie,  hon.  Jnmes  Eden,  John 
Bertie.  Imn.  Henry  Edgeomb,  Rcliard 
Beits,  William  ERurd,  Jnnail.iin 

Bland,  sir  John  Elwes,  sir  Harrey 

Blundili,  sir  Montague  England,  Oeuige 
Booth,  hon.  Langhani  Eunily,  sir  Edward 
Bracebridge,  Samuel  Evelyn,  Geoige 
Branistoii,  Thomas  Fnne,  hon.  John 
Bray,  William  Feriuaiiuagb, lord  vise. 

Rridgeman.sirOrlHndo  Finch,  lord 
: Briggs,  sir  Humphrey  Fleetwood,  John 
^ Bristoiv,  lloliert  Flemming,  Rchard 

Britiitl'e,  Robert  Foley,  Richard 

Biodetick, Thomas  Foley,  Thomas 
Bromley, ^Vlll^u1a  Fnrr»ier,  William 
Bulkelny,  sir  Dewey  Frankiand,  Thomas 
Bunbury,  sir  lieiiry  Freeman,  Ralph 
Butler,  J-amiiS  FuIler.SamuelPargiter 

Culmady,  Shilstun  Furnese,  sir.Kubeit 
Caiiliorpe,  Reynolds  Gibbon,  Sbilips 
Carew,  sir  William  Godnipbin,  Sidney 
Carew,  Nicholas  GndFrey,  Peter 

Carteret,  bim.  Edwsrd  Gough, sir  Richard, kt 
Cartwright,  Th  -ntas  Gould,  Nathaniel 
Casttemniu,  lord  vise.  Grcvjlc,  hon.  D. 
CImfin,  George  Grosvciior,  sir  Richard 

Chaplin,  sir  Robert  Gwya,  Francis 
Chiswel,  Rchard  Hal(s,sirTbuim.s 
Churchill,  col.  Charles  llaniner,  sir  Tbumos 
' Clarke,  Godfrey  Harvey,  Eduard 

Clarke, George  L.L.D.  Han-ey,  Daniel 
Clayton,  William  Hcdwonii,  John 
Cocks,  James  Hellier,  William 

Cndnngtun,  John  Herbert,  Jaiucs 

CofSn,  Ricbarcl  Herne,  Joseph 

Colepeper,  sir  Thomas  Heron,  Henry 
Cnlemope,  William  Hervey,  lurd  Carr. 
Compton, hon. Spencer  Heysham,  Robert. 
Conyers,  John  Heysham,  William 

Conyers,  Thomas  Hickman,  sir  W.  bC, 

Cope,  sir  JonaibaUibt.  Hill,  Samuel 
Cope,  sir  John,  kt.  Ililsborongb,  lord  vise. 
Corance,  Clement  Hobart,  sir  John 
Corbet,  Andrew  -lloneywoud,  Robert 
CorytOD,  sir  John  Hopkins,  John 
Cotton, sir  John  Hynde  Howe,  sir  Richard 
Courtney,  sir  William  Huicfaeson,  Archibald 
Cowper,  Spencer  Hyde,  Robert 

Cox,  diaries  Japssen,  sir  Tlieodore 

Cross,  sir  Tbomas  JefTerles,  Edward 
Curzon,  John  Jekyll,  sir  Joseph 

D'aeth,  Sir  Thomas  Jenliinsnn,  sir  T.Banks 
Davers,  sir  Robert  Jennings,  sir  Jobn 
Delaune,  William  Jenniugs,  James 
Demon.  Alexander  Jordan,  William 
Desbooverie,  sirEdw.  Tsliam, sir  Justinian,  bl. 
Dirver«eK,iiiiuai  Pikd'  'Jihyc;4it  itrtbur,  bu 
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KeviBti,  sir  Cbarlcs,  Rude«,  Jolin 

^rt.  Sandford,  fir  R.  br. 

Knight,  Wiilinm  Sawliridge,  .Tacob 

Kjriiusion,  Corbet  Scawen,  sir  Tbo.  kt. 

Liide,  .lolui  I Sentt,  James,  jun. 

X.ajubL'1'i,  Edward  Seabrigbt,  sir  T.  Saun- 

Lawson,  Gilfrid  dors 

Lawson,  sir  Wilfrid  Selwjti,  col.  John 

L’  c,  sir  Thomns  Slic|>nrd,  Samuel 

Leicester,  sir  Frencte  Sliippen,  William 

l.cieh,  hnii.  Charles  Shuitleworih.  Hicliard 

Leuna,  SViiliam  Smelt,  Lcmiani 

Lcwen,  sit  William  Smithson,  Hugh 

Lewis,  Thooias  Smiih,Jolui 

Lister,  Ihomns  Smith,  James  | 

Lung,  sir  Jama'S,  bt.  Snell,  John  i 

1/ongucrille,  Ciiarles  Sondes,  Edw. Id.  vise.  ' 
Lowiher,  James  Stnnwix,  lunj.  geo.  T. 

Lumle;,  lion,  ilenry  Steele,  sirKicImrd,  kt. 

J.utwycbe,  Thomas  Stephen.',  VVilli.im 

Alaatcrs,  Thomas  Stepney,  sir  Thomas 

lilead,  sir  Nathaiiie]  Stoncliouse,  sir  .1.  be. 

lilerilicor,  James  St.  Quinton,  sir  W. 

idechuen,  Paul  Sirangeways,  Tlioinas 

Almvs,sir  Peter  Stradling,  sir  F.dward 

Miller,  Thomas  Striokland,  sir  W,  bt. 

Molinaux,  Samuel  Swantoii,  Francis 

Monson,  sir  Williara  Talbot,  John  Ivory 

Montague,  James  Thompson,  sir  W. 

Monigumery,  John  Towusfaend,  hon.  Hor. 

Worrice,  Jlumphrey  Tra»#r«,  Samoel 

Mnstyn,  sir  Roger,  Trenclmrd,  George 

tart.  Tulfnell,  Samuel 

Naylor,  George  ’I'uriier,  sir  Charles,  kt. 

Neville,  Grey  Tomer,  sir  Edward, 

Ncwland,  William  knt. 

Nicholas,  Edward  I'anier,  Chotmondley 

Noble, Thomas  lyrcoiinel,  J. lord  rise. 

Karris,  sir  John  Tyra  liir,  sir  John,  bl. 

Norris,  Edwaid  Vaughan,  Ricliard 

North,  lion.  Dudley  Vernon,  Thomas 

Norchey,  sir  Edward  Vernon,  Thomas 

Nortb^,  William  Urquhart,  Alexander 

Northiucre,  W.  jun.  Wnlcot,  Humphrey 

Packer,  Robert  Wuipnis,  Rnbei  t 

Piickington,  sir  John  Walpole,  OaliVidus 

Piiset,  lord  Walpole,  Uni-atio 

Pnlmer,  sir  Jeffery  Walter, sit  John,  bt. 

I’almr.',  Thomas  W'ard,  sir  John 

Purker,  sir  Philip  Ward,  Willmm 

]’aske,l'horaas,llL.D.  Weaver,  Jnhii 

I’eioe,  William  Webb,  lieut.  general 

Pin,  George  John 

Pitt,  Robert  Wentworib,  hon.  Tho. 

Pitt,  Thomas  Wentworth,  Thomas 

J'uultriiey,  William  Western,  I'bormis 

ICandyl,  Morgen  Willoughby,  lum.  Fra. 

Rashlvigh.  Philip  Wilmer,  Wiiiiaiu 

Head,  air  Thmnss,  bt.  Wilsmi,  Daniel 

Ilfynell,  Iticiiard  WiiiHior,  hon.  Dixey 

llcynohls,  James  Worsley,  James 

Ruler,  sir  Uariibam  Wortley,  hon.  Edw.  M. 

BjherLs  Jnlm  Wrightion,  William 

llcgers,  Na'lnniul  Wykes,  William 

lingers,  air  John,  bt,  Wyndbam,  sir  W,  bt. 

lli.it,  Edward  Wynne,  Thomas 

Ituiraey,  TIiotbbs  " Tfdrfcf^iam. ■ 


Finer  Proposal  ov  tbs  Soutb  Sb*  Com- 

PAKY*  roa  ABDtlPlRG  THE  PlBUC  DxBn.1 

Jnn.  38, 1730.  TheCommoiis,  in  a grand  cmn. 
miltee,  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  Ins 
majesty's  Speecli  at  (he  opeiiitig  of  this  session 
which  relates  to  the  Public  Debts, and  read  the 


* “ The  South  Sea  Company  owed  its  origin 
CO  a cliintericaJ  project,  fomied  hy  Hurley  in 
1711,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  public  ere. 
dit,  which  had  b<  cn  greatly  nffeettid  by  thedis* 
mission  of  the  Whig  ministry,  and  of  escahlisb- 
ing  a fond  for  the  discharge  of  the  navy  nnd 
army  debentures,  and  the  other  parts  of  the 
floating  debt,  which  amounted  to  0,471,335/.)  ' 

and  was  ofterwurds  increased  to  10,000,000/.  ' 

With  n view  to  settle  a fund  for  paying  the  in<  i 
tercst  of  6 per  cent,  on  these  arrears,  which  ' 
amounted  to  the  annual  sum  of  568,379/.,  all 
the  duties  upon  wines,  vinegar,  tobacco,  India 
goods,  wrought  silks,  whale  flns,  and  n few 
Ollier  duties,  were  rendered  permaiieoc.  In 
order  to  nllure  the  nreditom  with  tJie  hopes  of 
advantages  fruiii  u new  cunimerce,  (he  mnniv 
poly  of  a trade  to  thu  South  Sea,  or  coast  of 
Spaitish  America,  was  granted  to  o company 
composed  of  the  proprietors  of  this  funded 
debt,  which  being  incorporated  by  act  of  par> 
iiuineut,  took  the  appellatioo  of  the  Snulh 
Ses  Company.  The  great  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  thiscommerce,  had  been  exageera'td  j 
from  the  time  of  our  first  voynets  to  Spanish  ' 
Amenca,  in  the  reign  ef  Eliutliiali,  and  siill  I 
lardiec  incrensed  by  tbe  r^orts  of  the  hueca<  i 
neers.  The  considerable  ricl*ea  which  France 
had  brooglu  Ivuni  Americo,  since  the  e.scablisb- 
ment  of  Philip  the  Fiftli  on  the  (brone  ofSpeia,  | 
hod  contributed  to  raise  the  snngninc  expecie*  j 
cions  of  the  Britisii  merchancs:  a rumour,  in-  I 
diisCriously  circulated,  that  four  pons  on  the 
coast  of  Peru  and  Chili,  were  tii  be  ceded  by  I 
Spain,  itifl.imed  the  general  ardour;  ilie  pro^  | 
pccc  of  exchangiug  gold,  silver,  and  rich  drugs  ^ 
for  the  mHiiutacinrcs  Of  England,  were  nlansi-  ^ 
ble  alhiremems  for  an  enterprising  ana  com-  | 
□leri'iiU  nation;  and  thcmuiesof  Pntosi  and  | 
Mexico,  were  to  diffuse  their  inexhaustible 
stores  through  tire  medium  of  the  new  com- 
pany.  j 

“ The  fnmouB  act  nf  parliament,  which  to-  - 
corpor.nted  ihe  subscrihers  ol  the  debts,  under  ^ 
Che  iiuBje  nf  the  eovvriinr  and  conipanv  of  mer- 
cliat.U  of  OrcHt  Brilnm  trading  to  (be  Soech  ! 
Sens  and  oiber  partsof  America,  was  called  the  i 
earl  of  Oxford's  masUT  piece,  nnd  cousidered 
hy  his  panegyrists  as  the  sure  nteans  of  bring- 
ing nn  iitoxliaustible  mine  of  riches  into  Eng- 
land. liut  in  fnet  this  sclicme  was  scldM  | 
on  a false  foundiiiion;  for  by  the  peace  of  . 
Utrecht,  Spain  nod  the  Indies  being  routinned  ' 
to  Philip  Jie  Fifth,  that  monarcli  was  too  jea-  I 
Inns  CO  udiiiic  the  English  to  n free  trade  in  the  I 
South  Sun,  mill  instead  of  the  advnntngemis  I 
commerce  which  Oxford  had  held  forth,  th* 
company  obtained  only  tbe  Assiento  contract, 
or  (lie  privilm  rif  supplyma  tbe  .Spanish colo-  j 

'nies  ycara,  I 


jS9J  PARL.  HISTORY,  C George  I. 

Account  of  (liose  Debts,  ns  the;  stood  at  (he 
£xchei|uer,  at  Mkliuclinaa,  1719;  as  also  n 
proposal  the  South  Sea  Compnay,  (owards 
(he  liedeinplion  and  Sinlcing  of  liie  said  debu  : 
which  i*ri>pOsal  is  as  fiillowss 
To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  Psrtiameot  assembled. 

The  Corporaiion  of  ihc  governor  and  com- 

nof  racrcliants  of  Great  Bricaiu,  (ratling 
,e  South  Sea  and  other  pans  of  America, 
and  for  encouraging  (he  fishery,  having  under 
their  eonsideratioii  how  they  may  be  most  ser- 
viceable to  his  majesty  and  his  goverument; 
and  to  shew  their  zeui  and  readiness  to  concur 


the  permission  of  sending  to  Spanish  America 
an  annual  ship,  limited  both  as  to  tonnage  and 
value  of  cargo,  of  th^profits  of  which  the  king 
of  Spain  reserved  one  fourth,  and  5 per  cent, 
on  the  other  fourths.  This  disappuinbnent  was 
attempted  to  be  counteracted  by  the  declara- 
tion made  byOxford,  tbat.Spain  bad  permitted 
Iwo  ships,  in  oUdiEion  to  the  annual  ship,  to 
carry  merchandize,  during  the  first  year  to  tlie 
BOtlhcra  coasts,  of  Spanish  America,  and  a 
pompous  nomiuation  of  the  several  ports  where 
the  company  had  leave  to  aade,  and  settle  fac- 
tories. But  the  grand  benefits  of  this  commerce 
were  never  realised.  The  firs)  voyage  of  the 
annual  sliip  was  not  made  bll  1717,  uud  in  the 
following  }>ear,  the  trade  was  suppressed  by  the 
rupture  with  Spain.  Their  effects,,  faucories, 
and  servantswere  seized  and  detained,  notwith- 
standing tlie  agreeinent  in  the  Assiento,  which 
allowed,  in  case  of  a rupture,  lb  iconths  for 
the  removal  of  their  effects. 

“ Such  was  the  state  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, when  the  ministry,  instead  of  attempting 
to  lessen  the  natioual  incitinbronces,  by  the 
only  just  and  successful  means,  a clear  and  in- 
violable sinking  fund,  adapted  the  visionary 
schemes  of  projectors,  and  gave  to  the  Com- 
paoy  the  power. of  fascionting  the  minds  of  the 
public,  and  spreading  an  infatuniion  similar  to 
that  which  bad  recently  involved  France  in  a 
national  bankruptcy.  The  grand  point  which 
guvermnenc  had  in  view,  was  the  reduction  of 
the  irredeemable  annoiiies,  created  in  thereigns 
of  Williuna  and  Anne,  fi>f  a period  of  96, 
and  09  years,  emouBced  nearly  to  800,000^  per 
annum,  as  no  efieciaal  mensures  could  be 
adopted  to  lessen  tlie  public  debts,  whilst  these 
aanuities  remained  irredeemable. 

“ In  order  to  effect  this  liquidation,  the  mi- 
nister accepted  proposals  from  tlie  South  Sea 
Company,  (or  reducing  the  debts  to  a ledeem- 
able  s(aie : as  the  object  of  the  ministert,  who 
had  previously  and  secretly  arranged  the  scheme 
•itli  the  directors,  was  to  surprise  the  House  of 
Commons  into  the  measure  of  granting  this  ex- 
tensive privilege  to  the  South  Sea  Company, 
»i>d  of  preventing  competition,  they  enter- 
^ued  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  success, 
live  specious  advnniages,  which  they  held 
•wtli  to  (;,«  public,  as  the  ncccsiory  conse- 
^uences."  Coxefs  Wilpotet.  - ■■  ' 
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in  die  great  and  honourable  design  of  redocing 
the  Natruuul  Debts,  in  sach  inanner  us  may  be 
consistent  wiib,  and  for  the  support  of  purlia- 
lueiitury  credit,  du  iuHobly  apprehend.  That 
if  the  Bubhc  D^bts  and  AhmiStics  mentioneil  in 
the  annexed  Kstimate  were  tnfcen  into,  and 
made  pstrt  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
pajiy,  It  would  greatly  coutrihute  to  that  most, 
desirable  end  ; which  debts  ami  nnnuiiies  may 
be  comprehended  under  the  geueral  heads  foW 
loniug,  viz. 

AjtKuiTiss  for  Terms  of  Years. 
Annuities  granted  fiir  99 
years  or  96  years,  ainouiit- 
ing  to,  per  Ann.  667,705f. 

8z.  Id.  which  at  SO  years 

I’urcluise  amounts  to ,f.l3,S54,108  1 # 

Lottery  1710,  remuiiiing  un- 
subscribed CO  thecompany 
about  40,670/.  &.  per  an- 
num, which  at  14  years 
purchase  amounts  to--.  669,885  12  0 

Annuities  of  91.  per  cent, 
amoonting  to  81,000/.  per 
anil,  at  14  years  purchase, 
amount  to 1,134,000  0 0 


Total  Value  of  the  said 
Annuities ,£.15,057,493  13  8 


Debts  Redeemable  by  Parliament. 
Total  of  the  rate  of  5/.  per 
cent-peranuum.  ^ 

Total  after  the  rateof4/.  per  ...--tn  , 
cent,  per  ann. 4, !!«»,<»•*  '4 


Total  of  the  said  Redeem- 
able Debts ,£.15,924,818  1210{ 

Therefore  they  do  humbly  propose,  That  tlie 
said  company  may  be  permitted  to  ininrge  their 
present  capital,  by  taking  in  the  said  annuities, 
and  debu  many  time  or  timet  until  Lady-day 
1721,  00  the  terms  and  conditions  fulluwbg ; 

1.  That  (he  said  annuities  be  taken  into  the 
said  company,  either  by  purchase,  or  voluo- 
tnry  subscription  of  the  proprietors  thereof,  and 
witlinui  any  eumpulsion  on  them,  at  such  price 
and  prices  as  shall  be  agreed  between  the 
company,  Olid  Uie  pruprietors  of  those  annul- 

'4.  Tlmt  for  the  annaitiea  for  99  years,  or  96 
years,  for  every  five  pounits  per  simum  taken 
into  the  company,  there  be  3/.  peramium  added 
to  the  company's  prevent  iiunuitv,  and  100/. 
to  their  rapual  stock,  being  after  the  rate  ol  20 
years  purcnaim. 

3.  That  the  residue  of  lottery  1710  beesfi- 
innted  at  14years  purchase,  for  the  23  years 
due  uii  them  from  Michaelmas  1719;  and  tlmt 
the  annuities  or9  per  cent,  per  annum  be  also 
estimuted  at  14  years  purchase,  for  the  ?2J 
years  due  on  them  friim  Christmas  1719;  and 
th«N}  bsaiiiiatldi(in!<i:l<k’^4-abo4h  Aod  aniituiy 
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of  llie  eoiDpaDjproportioiiabl;.  riz.  70^.  slock, 
•nd  3/.  lOi.  per  nunum,  annuity,  for  every  5/. 
perdoaum  ut  those  aimuilits  >)tiicb  aliull  be 
taken  into  i)ie  company. 

4.  That  iriie  said  redeemable  debts  be  like- 
y*!se  Ciiken  into  the  said  company,  either  by  por> 
chase,  subscription,  or  paying  liiem  off  by  the 
said  campaoy. 

6.  Tliut,  ^sr  all  the  said  redeemable  debts, 
there  be  added  lOUl.  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  company,  fur  every  lOO/.  so  taken  in  li/ 
them;  niiil  the  like  amieicy  added  to  the  com- 
pany’s present  annuity  as  IS  now  payable  for 
the  interest  ofthose  debts. 

6.  That  the  company  be  allowed, Tor  charges 
of  management  for  cbeir  thus  to  be  increaseil 
capital,  so  much  as  it  cow  costs  the  government 
for  the  charges  of  paying,  assigtimg,  and  ac- 
counting for,tbesaiddebts;  orsudiaproportioD 
tliereof  iis  llie  sum  which  shall  be  taken  in  by 
the  company  shall  bear  to  the  whole  of  thuse 
debts. 

7.  That  (he  present  annuities  for  cliecom- 
pnny’s  present  capital,  and  tlie  annuities  for 
the  tlius  to  be  increased  capital,  be  continued, 
at  the  rates  ufuresairi,  till  Miclsuonner  1727  ; 
and  that,  from  and  after  that  time,  their  then 
monuity  fiir  their  whole  capital  stock  shall  be 
actually  reduced  to  4 per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  likewise  be  thenceforth  redeemable  by  par- 

8.  Thai  the  company's  present  and  to  be  in- 
creased allowance,  for  chalet  of  manage- 
ment, do  continue  till  their  capital  be  redeem- 
ed, as  their  present  allowances  for  mauagemeot 

9.  That  the  annuities  (o  the  company,  for 
their  thus  to  be  increased  capital,  be  paid  them 
weekly,  as  their  present  annuities  are;  and 
be  charged  on  the  funds  now  approprinied  to 
the  said  debts  and  annuities  so  taken  iuto  the 
company. 


10.  That  for  the  liberty  of  increasing  their  I 
capital  stock,  as  aforesaid,  the  coinpany  wjQ  l 
give  and  pay  into  his  majesty's  exchequer,  for  ' 
the  screice  of  the  public,  and  to  be  applied  for 
paying  off  the  public  debts  provided  I'or  by  par- 
liament before  Christmas  1716,  the  sum  of 
three  millions  and  an  half,  by  four  equal  quar- 
terly payments,  whereof  Uiehrst  payioeot  to  be 

at  Lady-Day  1721. 

11.  Thutthnugli  the  company's  capilol  is  pro- 
posed nut  to  be  reiieemuble  until  Itdidsummer 
1727,  yet  they  do  submit,  that  so  much  as  shall 
arise  by  the  sinking  funds  before  that  time,  may 
(from  and  aAer  paying  off  such  pan  of  the  pub- 
lic debts  as  may  be  r^cemeu  within  that  dme, 
and  which  ihall  not  be  taken  into  the  said  com- 
pany) he  applied  at  ihe  end  of  every  year, 
towards  paying  off,  in  even  hundred  thousand  , 
pounds,  that  part  of  the  company's  capital  which 
carries  5/.  percent,  per  annum, 

12.  The  said  company  do  farther  submit, 
that  for  such  of  the  present  exchequer-billi,  as 
the  parliament  shall  continne,  and  for  such  new 
ones  as  they  shall  impower  the  lords  of  the  iren- 
sury  tu  issue  and  circoUte  (witlieut  the  sub- 
scription or  contract  of  any  persons  or  corpora- 
tion) the  coinpany  will  be  obliged  (from  and 
after  Midsummer  1730,  until  Ue  reduction  of 
the  annuities  for  (heir  whole  capital,  Co  4 per 
cent,  per  ann.  and  nnlonger)  to  pay  such  pro- 
portion of  mofiey  and  interest  as  shall  be  found 
necessary  by  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  or  trus- 
tees to  be  appointed  by  ihcBi,  tu  circulate  the 
same,  as  the  sum  of  one  million  shall  bear  to 
the  total  amount  of  such  eichequer-biiU  ; the 
company  having  die  like  proportion  of  the  be- 
nefit of  the  interest  which  shall  be  saved  on  such 
bills,  during  the  time  diey  shall  be  in  the  bauds 
of  any  public  officer,  or  in  the  exchequer. 

By  order  of  the  general  court, 

John  FELtiiws.Suh-Governor, 
CBaaLgs  Jots,  Dep.  Governor. 


ESTIMATE.— Tlie  particulars  of  the  Governmenl’a  Debts,  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  viz. 

Annual  5urns.  Anauities/or  99  a/td  96  yean.  Principal  5uvu. 

t.  d. 

124,800  0 0 The  14l.  percent,  turned  into  Annuities  for 99  years. 

13  663  13  6^  Annuities  for  lives,  ditto  fur  96  years. 

101,715  10  6J  Ditto  on  3,7001  per  week  excise.  - - - - Ann.  for  99  vein. 

46.000  0 0 On  ditto  a farther  sum  ditto.  ....  - <lKti> 

184,242  14  0 I'annage  and  puuiidi^c,  &c.  . . . - . ditto 

72,t87  10  0 On  Inw  wines,  &c,  .......  ditto 

40.000  0 0 Overplus  of  annuity-funds,  &c.  - ...  - ditto 

80.000  0 0 Old  subsidy.  ........  ditto 


667,705  8 1 

81,000  0 0 
40,670  8 0 


per  ann.  being  the  amount  of  the  99  and  96  yean  annui- 
ties, granted  by  several  acts  of  parliament,  from  1692  to 
1708,  at  SO  year’s  purchase,  wilt  make  a principal  sum  s.  d. 

of  - - . - 33,354,103  1 8 

per  ann.  annuities  for  32  years,  from  I.ady  day,  1710, 
computed  at  14  years  purchase,  makes  - ' - - 1,134,000 ' 0 0 

per  ann.  the  reniniudcr  of  the  lottery  1710,  not  subscribed 
to  the  Suuth-Sea  Company,  computed  at  14  vears, 
makes  - 569,385  32  8 


■ l3iOS7,493  13  8 
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B^tik  *nnuities  aC  one  year’s  notice  . . , 1,079,000  0 0 

Seteral  lotteries  without  notice  ....  8,875,036  9 0 

Banters  annuitiesditto  .....  674,926  18 

Lottery  1714,  blank  ditto  - - - . - 1,055,900  0 0 

Treasurer  uf  the  navy  fur  a deficiency  to  the  South-Sea 
Company  IJO.31 


11,795,466  4 9( 


ii,  per  cent.  Annuities,  redeemable  on  the  payment  of  the  Principal  Sums 
uiidvr-mentioned,  vis, 

X-  *.  d. 

Ciri!  list  lottery.  Anno  J7IS  - - - - . 663,300  0 0 

Lottery  1714,  prizes  669,020  0 0 

Seiieifncr  ot  low  wines  and  candles,  1716  - - 413,605  17  0 

Ditto  of  the  rutida  ditto  • - 509,127  5 

Canada  bills  24,195  10  2 

Atinj  debts  905,917  19  6i 

Edward  CTent,  esq;  army  debenture  ...  586  7 1 

First  lottery,  1719  ......  500,000  0 0 

Second  lottery,  1719  - 500,000  0 0 


AesTiiACT  of  the  Foregoing  Debts. 
Reiietmable  Annual  Sums, 


The  5l.  per  cent  annuities  - - 589,773  6 3 

The  4f.  per  cent,  annuities  - - - 165,150  1 10 

Uarsdeemabie. 

The  99  and  96  years  annuities  - - 667,785  8 1 at  90  years 

SS  years  annuities  from  Lady-day,  1710  - 81,000  0 Q nl  14  years 

KemainJer  of  Che  lott.  171o|  unsubscribed  - 40,670  8 0 at  14  years 


15,924,218  12  li[ 


13,354,108  10  8 
1,134,000  0 0 
569,385  12  0 


JoHM  Feieows,  Sub-Governor, 
CuARLEs  Jove,  Dep.  Goveriinr. 


This  Proposal  coming  short  of  what  was 
Rpected,  and  the  frienrtsof  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land having  represeuted,  in  behalf  ol  this  last 
corporation,  the  great  and  eminent  services 
had  done  to  the  government,  in  the  most 
difhculc  times,  and  which  cte^rved,  at  least, 
That  if  any  Advantage  was  to  be  made  by  any 
publiq  bargains,  they  should  be  preferred  before 
a company  ih-vt  had  uever  done  any  thing  for 
’he  nation,  the  farther  consideration  uf  that 
important  affair  was  put  off,  till  tlie  27(h. 

FiasT  PBososALOPTnE  Ba»k  6p  Esolavd 
.^r  reducing  MePuBUC Debts.]  Jan. 27.  The 
Commons,  in  a grand  committee,  considered 
ftrther  of  the  Poblic  Debts;  and  the  Bank  of 
England  having  laid  their  Proposition  before  the 
wmmiltee,  whereby  it  appeared,  that  they  of- 
fered akmut  (wo  millions  sterling  more  to  the 
pverQuent,  in  less  time  than  the  South-Sea 
'^paiiy  had  done,  it  was  thought  lie  to  give 
’he  said  Company  some  time  to  consider  fnr- 
Iwr  on  UiBC  natter;  which  was  ihereupon  put 
'nil  the  lit  of  February.  The  said  Proprt- 
••1  of  the  Batik'hf-B(5glaDd-4d  Bs'tbSloiti':' " 


I To  the  Honourable  tlie  Commons  of  Great* 

I Britain  in  Parliament  assembled.— The 
j humble  Proposal  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

1.  That  in  case  they  may  have  a power 
granted  to  cliein  by  parliament  to  purchase  or 
lake  in,  by  way  of  snhscripiion,  the  several 
Eachequer-annuicies,  of  99  and  96  years,  com- 
monly called  the  Long  Annuities;  and  amount- 
ing (ugeclier  lo  the  sum  of  667.0001.  per  annum 
or  thereabouts,  from  the  several  pr<>prjetnrs  of 
the  said  aiinuilies,  in  such  manner  as  the  said 
proprietors  ahull  voluntarily  sgree.  and  at  any 
lime  before  the  94th  day  of  June  1721. 

And  also,  that  they  may  have  added  to  the 
present  capital  stock  of  the  said  governor  and 
company,  each  a princijial  siitn  at  all  the  said 
annuities  Ho  amuuni  t<',  being  computed  at  the 
rate  of  twenty  year's  piiicbiise,  which  will  b« 
13,354.0001.  (ir  chereahouis. 

And  that  the  several  funds  gramed  for  pay- 
ment of  the  said  annuities,  mny  be  charged 
With'ibb’pkytbeid'at'  ibunti.'ffist'^it'the  rate  of 
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61.  per  cent,  per  auiuin,  payable  weeklj',  on 
the  said  principal  sums,  or  so  luuch  thereof  as 
shall  be  purchased  or  taken  in  hy  the  said  eo- 
Tcniot-nncl  company,  before  (lie  said  34th  aay 
of  June  17S1. 

That  tlieu,  and  in  such  case,  the  said  go* 
vernor  aod  company  are  uilling  to  advance 
and  pay,  for  tlie  use  of  the  public,  three  yenxs 
purchase  on  every  annuity  (that  is  to  say)  isf. 
per  cent,  on  every  lOOf.  so  to  be  computed  as 
afuresnid,  as  the  said  governor  and  company 
shall  purcliase  or  take  in  by  subscription,  in 
such  manner  and  within  the  time  as  before* 
mentioned;  which,  if  the  whole. purchase  be 
completed,  will  ainountio2,00S,0O0/.orthcre- 

2.  It  is  proposed,  th.at  in  case  the  said  go- 
Teriior  and  company  may  have  the  like  power 
granted  by  parliament,  10  purchase  (in  the  same 
unliner,  aud  within  the  same  time,  as  is  men- 
tioned in  the  aforesaid  proposition)  or  take  in, 
by  subscription,  the  Severn]  aomiities  granted 
fur  33  years,  that  is  to  say,  the  fund  of  9l.  per 
cent,  per  anuum,  and  the  remeioder  of  the 
lottery  1710,  which  being  computed  at  14 
years  porebaM,  will  amount  to  1,700,0001.  or 
thereabouts. 

And  also  (hat  a sum  of  1,700,0001.  be  added 
to  the  present  capital  stock  of  the  said  gover- 
nor and  company,  that  (he  funds  granted  fur 
payment  of  the  said  annuities  be  churged  with 
an  annual  interest  at  the  rate  of  5l.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  uayaMe  weekly  oo  the  said  principal 
sum  of  1,706,0001.  nr  so  much  thereof  as  shall 
lie  pi'FCliased,  or  taken  in  by  siibscriptioo,  be- 
fore tiie  said  34' h day  uf  June  1731. 

Tout  then,  and  iu  such  ense,  the  said  gover- 
nor aud  compeny  are  willing  to  advance  and 
pay,  for  the  use  of  the  public,  ihree  years  pur- 
chase on  every  such  annuity  to  he  purchased, 
or  taken  io  by  subscription,  in  tlie  same  mnn- 
ner,  and  witbju  the  limited  time,  hefiire-men- 
Ciuned;  tvliich  tbree  year's  purchase  (if  (he 
whole  lie  completed)  vrill  amount  to  ihesum of 
304,500/.  or  thereabouts. 

S.  It  is  proposed.  That  in  rase  the  said 
gnverndr  and  company  may  have  power  to  pay 
off,  or  to  purchase,  nr  tn  take  in  by  subscrip- 
tion (he  several  debts  here  under  specified, 
whicli  are  camiiionly  called  the  redeemable 
debts,  aud  which  rany  amount  to  the  sum  of 
15,000,0001.  principal,  or  thereabouts. 

Aud  chat  a sum  of  15,900,0001.  be  added  to 
the  present  capital  stock  of  (he  said  goveruur 
aud  company. 

And  also.  That  the  said  several  funds  be 
charsed  riith  an  annunl  interest,  pay^le 
weekly,  at  the  same  rate  as  the  public  now 
pays  to  the  several  proprietors,  which  sutd  an- 
nual iulerest,  at  the  several  rales  of  Si.  per 
cent,  and  4<1.  per  cent,  now  paid,  amount  to 
the  sum  of  574,9001.  or  thereabouts. 

That  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said  go- 
vernor and  company  will  advance  and  pay  for 
the  use  uf  the  pabiic,  at  ihe  rate  of  tiOl.  per 
ceoe.  which  upon  theaaid  principal  will  amount 
to  3,l80,(K)0i['DrtlM^iU>(ili&;'lhe  s^ttr'be" 


payable  in  snch  manner  os  sliall  be  thought 
most  agreeable  to  the  public  service. 

. Note,  'i’lie  particular  funds  referred  to  iu  tba 
abovesaid  proposition  uf  redeemable  debts  are 
these,  several  lotteries;  bankers  annuities- 
blanks  in  ioiiery  1714;  navy  deficiency;  aud 
Bunk  annuities;  amount  to  11,795,(^1.  or 
tliereahciuU,  at  Sl.  per  cent,  per  ann.  interest. 

Tills  last  at  n year's  notice.— Civil  IIk  lot- 
tery;  prizes  iu  lottery  1714;  deficiencies  on 
low  wines,  &c.  Uiito  on  funds;  Canada  hills; 
army  debts nnd  debentures;  Island  3d  loiiery 
1719;. amount  to  4,138, OCiol.  or  tbereaboutj, 
at  4l.  per  cent,  per  annum  interest. 

4.  It  is  proposed,  Thai  all  the  said  sums 
mentiuned  in  the  three  faregoing  proposiriotu, 
to  be  purchased,  or  taken  in  by  suoscriptioD,  or 
otherwise,  and  made  part  of,  uml  added  tn,  t^ 
Cflpiial  stock  of  ihusaid  governor  and  company, 
which  iu  ense  all  the  several  annuities  be  pur-  1 
chased,  will  nmouiic  in  the  whole  to  tlie  sum  of 
3U, 954,0001.  or  thereabouts,  may  be  made're- 
deemable  by  parliament,  from  aud  alter  the 
S4th  day  of  June,  1734,  and  iu  sums  trot  less 
than  1,000,0001.  at  any  time. 

5.  It  is  proposed,  That  all  the  several  siims  1 
that  sitall  accrue  by  tills  proposal  to  the  use  of 
the  public,  may  be  applied  to  that  pert  of  the 
discuaige  of  the  fund  uf  the  Biuik,  (but  stauds 
now  redeemable  tit  one  year’s  notice. 

6.  It  is  proposed,  That  whatsoever  mny  arise 

by  the  surplus  of  the  funds,  commonly  called  ' 
the  siukiiig  fuuds,  msy  be  every  half  year  ap- 
plied to  the  paying  o9  any  of  ibe  5l.  per  cent-  | 
funds,  that  snail  be  purchased  by  virtue  of  this  | 
uroposnl,  or  mndepariof  the  capital  stock  of  the 
uaiik  if  tlib  honourable  House  shall  think  fit. 

7.  It  is  proposed,  Thaitlie  snid  goveniorond  1 
company  are  willine  to  undertake  to  circulate 
the  preteiu  800,0001.  in  exchequer-bills,  that 
now  reiniiin  in  the  exchequer,  upon  ilie  said  ' 
terms  09  the  governor  and  cunipaiiy  havr  agreed 
with  the  lo^s  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  j 
fur  circulating  the  said  hiUs  this  present  year, 

nnd  for  so  long  time  as  tins  honourable  House  I 
ahull  think  fit,  not  exceeding  four  years. 

Note,  Tlie  terms  at  present  for  ctrculating  the 
said  800,0001.  is  at  the  rate  of  Imir  per  cent, 
which  auioiiuts  to  4,0001.  per  annum.  : 

8.  It  is  proposed,  That  the  said  guvernorand 
company  may  have  nn  increase  of  a proper* 
tiooable  allowance  fur  chaiges  and  iDaoage- 

9.  ft  is  proposed,  That  the  said  new  addi-  | 
tional  stock,  os  well  as  the  cspiial  stodi  of  the 
said  governor  nnd  compeay,  nay  continue  free 
and  exempt  from  all  pnrlinineiitary  taxes  and 
impositions  whatsoever,  aod  that  they  may  ca*  I 
joy  (he  same  powers  and  privileges  that  are  al-  | 
ready  granted  to  them,  with  an  addition  ofsuch 
Ihrtlier  powers  aod  privileges,  as  liiisbonoureble 
House  wall  think  necessary  lor  carrying  00  so 

rgeeat  au  umlertaking.  I 

10.  Thatwhereaslbereisetpresentnolrui^  | 

fer  or  stamp-duties  payable  on  the  51.  aud  ^ 
per  cent,  redeemable  funds,  nor  any  iraRsw 

tiuhdi'6il'‘Mny'cifUie''ailu'hitia4  1 
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ifbkC  >lie  transfers  of  the  sniU  nddiiionni  stack  | 
me;  be  exempted  from  all  stamp*duties,  taxes, 
er  transfers.  i 

II.  And  whereas,  in  ilic  aforesaid  praposi- ! 
tion,  a certain  soin  or  stork  is  memioned 
to  be  added  to  the  present  cnpital  of  iheBstnii, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  purchase  the  Long 
Annnities;  the  said  |>07ernnr  and  cnmpnn;du, 
hy  way  of  explooution,  farther  ofier  to  this  ho- 
iinurahle  House,  that  they  are  content,  in  case 
all  the  said  uimuiiies  are  not  purchased,  or 
taken  in  by  subscription,  within  the  limited  time 
aforesaid,  (list  then,  and  in  such  case,  a pro* 
pnrtiunable  part  ofllie  said  stock  shnll  be  an> 
nihilatcd. 

By  onler  of  tlie  general  eoortofthe  goreroor 
and  campitoy  of  tlie  bank  ofEiietmid, 

Jan.  27,  1719.  David  le  Ohos,  Secretary. 
StcOBo  Propo'ai.  of  the  South-Sea  Cov- 

FAKV,  FOR  BEDCCISC  TUE  PvELiC  DeBTS.] 
Feb,  1.  The  Commons,  in  a romcuiitec  oftiie 
whole  House,  took  into  cimsideraiioii  thnt  part 
of  ilic  king's  Speech  which  relates  to  tlie  Public 
Debts : as  also  the  second  Proposals,  liotli  of 
tbeSouih-Sea  Cumpany,  and  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  which  are  as  follows; 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great-Bri- 
tata  in  Parliament  asaemliled. 

The  corporati'in  of  the  governors  and  compa- 
ny of  merchants  trading  to  the  South-Seas,  and 
ntlier  pans  of  America,  and  for  encouraging  the 
£shery,  having,  on  the27ili  of  January  last,  pre- 
sented their  humble  Proposal  to  this  iioDOurable 
Uouso,  for  enlarging  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  company,  by  taking  thereinto  the  scverid 
annuities  and  public  debts  therein  mentioned, 
oa  the  terms  aud  conditioos  in  the  said  Propo- 
sal alsu  ineiitioiieil ; in  which  Prnposnl  such  ad- 
vantages were  offered  to  the  public,  as  the  said 
corporation  did  humbly  hope  wouhl  have  hern 
Co  the  intire  satisfaciinn  of  this  houournhle 
Uouse,  and  most  conducive  to  the  cetcoiu  dis- 
chafing  and  paying  off  the  whole  debt  of  the 
Haliuo,  and  to  which  Prnpn&nl  ihev  liiinihly 
crave  leave  to  refer.  But  the  governors 
and  compiiny  of  the  Bank  of  England,  having 
the  same  dav  alsu  delivered  a Proposal  to  this 
honourable  kouse,  fur  enlarging  ihor  capital 
Hock,  by  taking  in  the  same  annuities  and  debts, 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  in  their  Proposal 
also  memioned. 

Tliis  corporation  tUorefore,  fartlier  to  mani- 
fest their  real  and  earnest  desire  to  contribute 
tlie'iv  uimusi  to  the  reducing  and  paying  off  the 
public  debts,  crave  leave  to  offer  tbc  following 
Fxplanaiions  and  amendments  to  their  said  Pro- 
pt^. 

1.  -As  to  tire  6ih  BttWe  of  their  said  former 
™posal,  wherem  they  Imvejliuruhly  desired  to 
be  allowed  for  tdiarges  ofinnmigement,  for  their 
he  increased  capital,  so  much  as  it  now  costs 
government  forchniges  of  paying,  assigning, 
accotnpiing  for  the  said  debts,  or  such  pro- 
P'Won  thereof,  as  ihesura  which  shall  be  tnken 
Jn  by  the  company  shell  bear  to  the  ttbolc  of 

tfeoiedebtj,  - J|..  


Tliey  nnw  ofler,  by  way  of  explanation  of 
that  article,  iliac  cbe  allowances  therein  men- 
tioiied,  are  not  to  exceed  a proportion  to  the 
allowuiice  they  hnve  now,  by  act  of  parliament, 
on  the ir  present  copita)  for  that  purpose. 

2.  That  whereas  iu  the  7th  article  of  their 
said  Proposal  it  is  menlioaed,  that  the  annuities 
for  the  enmpary’s  presentfnnd  Co  be  increased 
capital,  be  continued  at  the  rates  therein  me- 
tioned  till  Midsummer  1727.  And  thnt  from 
and  after  that  time  their  then  annuity  on  their 
whole  capital  shall  be  actunlly  reduced  to  Al. 
per  cent,  per  onnum,  and  likewise  be  from 
thenceforth  redeemable  by  parliament; 

They  do  humbly  offer,  that  if  this  honourable 
Uouse  do  tbink  it  more  for  the  interest  of  the 
public,  that  in  lieu  of  tiie  said  7tli  article,  all 
tire  sums  to  be  taken  into  die  company's  capi- 
tal, in  pursuance  of  their  Proposal,  sbali  be  re« 
Heemable  by  purliament,  from  oiid  after  Mid- 
summer il'Zi,  in  sums  not  less  than  500,000/. 
at  a time,  they  do  consent  thereto. 

3.  And  whereas  by  the  lOih  article  of  their 
said  former  Proposal,  they  offered,  for  the  li- 
berty of  increasing  their  capital  stock,  as  is 
iberuin  aforesaid,  that  they  would  give  and 
pay  into  hit  majesty’s  exclicqucr,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  public,  the  sura  of  3,500,000/. 

They  now  humbly  offer,  that  over  sind  above 
the  said  3, 500,000/  they  will  farther  give  and 
pay  into  his  majesty’s  cxclieqner/  for  the  usd 
of  the  public,  by  ^>ur  er|ufl(  quarterly  pay- 
ments, on  the  days  mencioued  in  their  said 
j former  proposal,  500,000/.  more,  certain,  and 
dso  upun  ail  the  said  annuities  for  certain 
' terras  of  yean,  which  this  company  shnll  take 
into  their  cnpiml  stock,  before  the  1st  of 
March,  1721,  after  the  rate  of  four  yearsand 
lialf  porclm.se,  by  four  quarterly  payments, 
which  if  nil  tiie  said  annuities  be  taken  into 
the  snid  company,  will  amount  Co  the  sum  of 
3,567,503/.  or  tlierenbmils;  to  nbich  being 
added  the  said  3,500,000/.  and  the  said  farther 
sum  of  500,000/.  will  amount  in  the  whole  to 
cbe  sum  of  7, .‘>67,500/.  or  thereabouts. 

4.  Time  whereas  in  the  11th  anicleof  their 
former  proposal,  they  did  submit,  that  so  much 
os  shall  nrise  by  tlie  Sinking  Fund  before -Mid- 
summer, 1727,  may,  from  and  after  paying  off 
such  part  of  the  public  debts,  ns  may  be  re- 
deemed within  that  time,  and  which  shall  not 
be  taken  in  this  company,  be  applied  nC  the 
end  of  every  year  towards  paying  off,  in  even 
100,000/,  tiiat  part  of  the  company’s  capital 
which  emriesS/.  percent,  pcramiuin. 

Tliey  do  humbly  offer,  in  lieu  therereof,  that 
if  this  boireurahle  House  think  fit  to  moke 
iheir  to  be  increased  capital  retleemable  at 
Midsummer,  1724,  ihn’  the  snid  Sinkuig  Fund 
may,  until  iliac  ciine,  bo  applied,  half  yearly, 
to  the'  paying  off  tliot  part  of  the  company’s 
capital,  which  is  to  carry  3/.  per  cent  per  nn- 
nnra. 

5.  As  to  tlie  12ih  article  of  this  comfmiiy’a 
former  proposil,  relating  to  the  circnlaring  of 
1,000,000/.  in  exchequer  hills  grati*,  and  hke- 
/wik^puyliijy’iffjeiiiiisteceiiS'foi^tJiBt  btcliion,  so  as 
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no  oilier  exrticquer  bill*  be  issued  ihaa  wbaC 
ibitU  be  circulated  hv  >bs  credit  of  ibc  ex- 
cliequer,  nitbuut  iJie  aid  J>(  sulncripliou  or 
cuniract. 

d.  And  lastly.  That  this  bnoourable  House 
may  be  fully  satisfied  of  the  sincere  incemiuiis 
of  this  cuiupany,  lo  use  tlieir  best  endeavours 
to  take  in  ail  (lie  said  uunuities  for  99  aud 
96  years,  which  amount  t»  667,1QSL8^.  Id. 
per  annum.  This  company  do  farther  liuiul  Ijr 
offer  CO  give  and  pay  into  his  majesty’s  exche- 
quer, for  (he  service  of  the  public,  by  four 
equal  quarterly  payments,  one  year's  purchase 
upuD  all  such  of  those  annuities  as  shall  happen 
sioc  Co  come  into  the  said  company's  capital, 
within  the  time  aforesaid. 

Aud  whereas  this  company  is  very  sensible, 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  doth  greatly 

a end  upon  tlie  discharging  tlie  public 
ts,  a motive,  which  induct  them  (u  make 
tlie  first  propositions  of  this  public  and  beiieticial 
nature,  they  do  humblysubmic  these  explanations 
and  amendments  to  this  ImiiourablelloDse, flat- 
tering themselves,  that  tliat  readiness  and  cheer- 
fulness chatengaged  them  so  nmcii  earlier  tlian 
any  other  society,  to  endeavour  to  reduce  that 
great  debt,  under  which  this  nation  is  op- 
pressed, will  iniitle  them  to  the  favour  ond 
preference  of  this  Rouse,  since  they  are  willing, 
und  do  hereby  declare,  they  are  ready  cn  un- 
dertake this  ^cat  work  upon  whatever  tcriDS 
miw  be  effect  by  any  otlier  company. 

£|y  order  of  the  general  court. 

Jobs  Fellosvs,  Sub-Governor. 
Feb.  1, 1719.  CaaRLisJoYE,  Dep. Governor. 

Tbs  SxconoProposal  oftbe  Bakk  of  Ekc- 
I.AMD,  for  REDUCl.tO  TOE  Pl'BLIC  DeBTS.1  ThC 
second  Proposal  of  Che  Bunk  of  Eiiglanu  is  ns 
follows : 

Tlie  Governor  anil  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  do  humbly  offer  the  following  Es- 
lanmiioii  of  the  Proposal  they  delivered  to  this 
onourableCommiciee,  the  27  th  of  January  last. 
1.  Whereas  io  the  3rd  proposition  it  was 
computed,  that  the  redeemable  debts  at  3l. 
and  4h  per  cent  per  annum,  would  amount  tn 
15,900,000/.  or  thereabouts,  fur  whicli  they 
offered  20/.  per  cent, 

They  uow  find  chat  several  of  the  said 
debts  do  arise  to  a very  cnnuderalile  sum 
more  than  was  calculated,  and  will  conse- 
quently increase  the  cutal  sum  of  this  offer. 

As  fur  instance,  If  the  said  debts  do  amount 
to  600,000/.  more,  in  such  case,  the  total  of 
their  offer  will  be  3,ifl0,OO0/.  npon  that  bend. 

S.  Whereas  they  say,  in  their  5th  proposi- 
tion,  that  all  (he  several  <ums  that  shall  accrue 
by  their  proposal  to  the  use  of  die  public,  may 
be  .applied  cn  ihe  discharge  of  that  part  nf  the 
fund  of  the  Bank,  that  stands  now  redeemable 
at  one  year’s  nncice,  their  meaning  is,  chat 
what  shall  remain  over  and  above  sufficient  fur 
the  discharge  of  that  fund,  may  be  applied  lo 
the  discharge  of  any  nf  the  funds  of  5L  per 
annum  Co  be  purchased  by  virtue  of  this  pro- 
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S.  In  the  iltb  proposition,  where  they  men- 
lion  the  lung  amiuities,  they  lueau  as  well 
tliuse  fflrSSytarsas  the  longer  leims, 

4.  And  whereas  iii  the  1st  and  2nd  propo. 
sicions,  it  is  luiplied,  chat  die  three  yeais  pur- 
chase offered  to  the  public,  is  nut  in  be  paid 
un  such  of  the  anunuities  as  shall  nut  be  takea 
io  or  agreed  for,  the  said  governor  and  com- 
pany lieg  leave  to  observe  to  tliis  luuiourable 
cumiiiitcee,  that  they  have  good  reus'm  to 
believe  they  sbait  be  able  lo  accomplish  this 
undenakiug. 

However,  that  no  doubc  may  remaiu  of 
their  sincere  intentions,  they  are  content  to  he 
obliged  to  offer  to  the  several  prupriecon  of 
the  annuities  to  96  and  99  years,  1,700/.  bank 
stock,  fur  every  100/.  per  nuuum,  wliu  shall 
voluntarily  agree  for  the  same,  on  or  befute 
the  25di  nf  June,  1730,  and  the  like  propuitioa 
for  the  reiiminder  of  the  shorter  terms. 

And  whereas  in  the  4cb  proposition,  die 
said  governor  and  company  do  offer  to  have 
the  several  funds  to  be  now  purchased,  re- 
deemable no  tbe  21th  of  June,  1734,  they  do 
submit  to  the  honourable  committee  this  aliet- 
native,  that  the  said  funds  be  uciualLy  reduced 
to  4/.  per  cent,  on  the  24cb  of  June  1727,  and 
to  be  theoceforib  redeemable  by  Parliament. 

By  order  of  the  general  court  ol  Che  gurci- 
nor  and  compaoy  of  die  Bank  of  England. 
Feb.  1,  1719.  David  Gnus,  Secretary. 

Tie  Commons  resolve  to  aewt  the  Proposeb 
of  the  South  Sen  Company-I  These  two  differ- 
ent Schemes  occasioned  a debate,  in  which 
Air.  Unbcrc  Walpole  was  the  chief  person  who 
stood  up  for  the  Bank ; but  Mr.  Aislaby,  chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  made  it  appear  ihat 
the  Proposals  of  the  South  Sea,  Company  were 
more  advantageous  to  the.  public  j and  it  wai 
at  last  resolved,  “ That  the  Proposals  made  by 
the  South  Sea  Company  be  accepted. 

The  SocTB  Sea  BrtL  brought  info  ihe  House 
of  Commons.'^  Tliis  Hesniution  being  the  next 
day  reported,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon, 

Feb.  3.  Tlie  Commons,  in  a grand  commit- 
tee, considered  ugain  of  the  Propusal  of  (he 
South  Sea  Company,  and,  afler  some  debate, 
resolved,  that  the  seventh  Article  of  the  fust 
I’rnpusal  nf  the  South  Sea  Company,  vii, 
"Tlint  tbe  present  annuities  fur  the  company's 
present  capital,  and  tbe  anuuiiies  for  the  com- 
pany's to  he  increased  capital,  be  continued  at 
ihe  rales  therein  mentioned  until  Midsummer 
1727,  and  that  from  and  after  that  tiiae,  llieir 
(hen  annuity  for  the  whole  capital  shall  be  ac- 
tually reduced  to  4/.  percent,  per  annum, and 
likewise  be  thenceforth  redeemable  by  pirlia- 
menl)"  be  accepted:  which  Resolution  brinf 
the  nett  day  reported,  was  agreed  to  by  ih* 
House;  aed  it  was  ordered,  that  a clause  or 
claiiu-8  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution,  be 
added  to  the  Bill  to  be  brought  in  on  tbe  fuctuer 
Resolotion,  . 

I .'  Feb-,'  iSe  The  C^OBSoiie,  ia  n commiuc^ 
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the  whole  Jlouse  on  the  Supply,  ciunc  to  a R«-  Feb.  17.  In  a grand  cooimictre  on  ways  ami 

wlotion,  which  was  the  nest  day  repotted  by  ^ ■ - 

ftir.  Ferrer,  and  with  sevetal  amendnients, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows,  via.  “ That 


) lessen  the  Debts  of  this  nation, 
power  be  given  to  the  commissioners  of  his 
majesty's  treasury  or  the  high  treasurer  for 
the  tune  bejng,  at  at  ' 
year,  and  from  thence 


within 

, the  end  of  the 

.E  session  of  parliament,  and  by  such  pro* 

portions  at  a time  as  he  or  they  sbnll  find 
10  bo  most  for  the  advuntage  of  the  pnhiic, 
to  make  forth,  or  cause  to  be  made  furtii,  ut 
the  Fxcliequer,  aoy  number  of  new  Exclioi^uer 
bills,  so  as  all  tbe  principal  sums  to  be  contniued 
therein,  do  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  one  laiU 
lion  (over  and  abore  the  Exd’.eqncr  bills  men* 
tiuncd  ill  the  proposition  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  accepted  by  the  House;)  and  that 
the  said  new  Exchequer  bilJs  mny  hear  an  in. 
leiesc  not  exceeding  ilie  rate  of  Si  per  cent, 
per  ann.  and  that  ns  well  the  money  which  wns 
adsanced  by  the  Soulli  Sea  Company  for  ilieir 
additional  stock,  by  means  of  the  late  subscrip- 
tions towards  redeeming  the  lottery  aimuitica  of 
the  year  1710,  and  doth  now  remain  in  the  Ex- 
chequer ; as  also  i}>n  surplus  iqonies  ariaiug 
quarterly  upon  the  several  funds,  called  the 
Aggregate  Fund,  and  the  fund  of  (he  South  Sea 
Company,  and  af  tlie  revenues  charged  with 
the  fund,  called  theGeiieml  Yearly  Fund,  as  nl«o 
the  overplus  of  the  same  general  furid,  wtirn 
such  overplus  shall  happen  (after  the  sum  nf 
520,000f.  according  to  an  act  of  the  fifth  year 
of  his  majesty’s  reign,  shall  be  ^plied  for  dis- 
ebarging  and  cancelling  such  Exchequer  bills 
IS  are  llirrein  mcniionM)  be  made  it  fund  nr 
security  for  answering  all  demands  of  principal 
and  interest,  upon  die  said  new  Exchequer  bills, 
which  shall  be  authorized  to  be  made  forth  ns 
(furesaid,  and  that  the  said  conimissimicrs  nf 
the  treasury,  or  liigh'treasurer  for  the  time 
^ini,  be  also  impowered  to  issue  the  said  new 
Exchequer  bills,  liy  way  of  loan  or  advance,  to 
die  corporation  of  tbe  governor  and  company 
^ merchants  of  Great  Britain  trading  to  the 
South  Sea  and  other  parts  of  America,  and  for 
encouraging  the  fishery,  or  to  some  person  or 
persons  in  trust  for  tiiera,  the  said  ciirpora- 
_uoo  giving  security  upon  tlieir  present,  or  to  be 
increased  annuity,  or  weekly  payment  out  of 
tlie  Exchequer,  for  the  payment  of  tbe  principal 
•ums  so  Ivm,  with  an  interest  not  exceeding  the 
of  5/.  per  cent,  per  annum,  taking  care 
that  npoii  repayment  nf  the  said  principal,  the 
*"<ne,  wiih  die  interest  accruing  ibcreiipon,  lie 
replaced  in  the  Exchequer  upon  the  same  funds 
If  heads  of  remains  there,  from  which  the  snld 
peiocipal  shall  have  been  taken,  and  be  applied 
'“wards  dischareing  national  del'ts  and  incum- 
^nc«,  incurred  before  tlie  25th  of  December 
If  18, according  to  such  act  or  acts  of  parliament 
“ shall  be  made  io  that  behalf,  and  not  other- 
*!>*:  raid  that  a just  account  may  be  made  to 
•he  public  of  the  monies  so  employed,  and  the 
“neMc  ihereof:”  And  a Bill  was  ordered  to 

« brought  inlipdD-iWiiia'Ebibiytioir,  ' ^ 
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s'vering  the  respective  nniimties  or  payments 
which  shall  become  payable  to  the  South  Sea 
Company,  pursuaot  to  their  Proposals  accepwti 
by  ihisllimse,  as  are  now  temporary,  be  made 
perpetuHl,  sabjece  neveithcless  to  redemption 
by  parlianietit,  according  to  tbe  tenor  o.f  the 
said  Proposals Which  Besolutiuii  was  the 
next  tlav  reported  ami  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  a clause  w as  ordered  to  bo  brouglic  in  lliere- 
upoD,  and  inserted  in  tbe  bid  relncius  to  the 
Public  Debu. 

A Bill  far  securing  the  Dtperulenei/  of  Ire- 
land.*] Fell.  22.  A Bill  iiuituieii,  ‘ An  -Act 
‘ fur  tlie"  better  securing  the  Dependency  of 

* “ During  this  session,  a Dill,  for  betur 
securing  the  dcpcndcucy  of  Ireland  upnn  the 
crown  of  Great  Brii.iin,  passed  both  Houses.  . 
This  bill  Cook  its  rise,  from  nn  appeal  to  the 
House  nfpeers  in.  England,  by  Alnuiice  An- 
neslcy,  against  a decree  nf  the  House  nf  Peers 
in  Ireland  ' which  the  British  House  of  Peers 
received,  inid  urtlered  the  borons  of  the  cx- 
chemier  in  Ireland  to  cuuse  IMr.  Annesley  to 
be  fonhwitli  put  in  possession  of  certain  lemis 
in  the  county  of  Kildare,  of  which  he  had 
been  dispossessed  by  virtue  of  a .leciee  of  the 
House  of  Peers  in  frclamh  Pursuant  to  Ibis 
order,  the  barons  of  the  exchc(|uer  in  that  king- 
dom, issued  out  on  injuiicliuu  to  Alexander 
Burrows,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kildare,  mid 


in  Ireland  dischnrgrd,  and  voieil,  time  Jelfety 
Gilliert,  bird  chief  liamn  of  the  exchequer, 

John  Pockliiignm,  nnil  sir  John  St.  Leger,  the 
other  lieruns,  of  the  exchequer  in  Ireland,  bad 
acted  in  mnidfcvt  derogation  to  the  king's  pre- 
rogative, in  Ins  high  court  of  parliament  in 
Iruiiind,  as  also  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
this  kingdom,  and  uf  tjiu  parliament  thereat. 
These  liarous  were  also  ordered  in  be  taken 

1 custody  of  the  uslier  of  the  black  rod. 

The  IIoii>e  of'  Peers  in  Ireland  drew  up  a 
long  representation  to  be  [rnnsmiUed  to  the 
king,  scCling  forth  ibeir  right  to  the  final  ju- 
dicature of  causes  in  that  kingdom ; and  the 
duke  nf  Leeds,  iua  pnitesCagaiust  a vote  passed 
in  the  Iloiise  of  Peers  in- England,  gave  fifteen 
reasons  to  support  the  cinioi  of  tlie  House  of 
Peers  in  Ireland.  But  the  House  or<l.ords  in 
England  resolved,  * Tliat  the  bnrons  of  llic  ex- 
chequer in  Ireland  had  acted  witb  courage 
according  to  law,  in  support  of  his  majesty's  . ' 
prerogative,  and  wiih  fidelitv  to  the  crown  of  ' 2t 
Great  Britain  and  otrlereii  un  Address  to 
tiie  king, ‘‘  for  ciiiiferring  un  them  some  marks 
of  his  royal  favour  as  may  he  a reconipcnce 
for  the  ill  usage  they  have  received,  by  lieing 
unjustly  censured,  and  ill^ally  imprisoned  fur 
doing  their  duty.’  Then  it  was  ilmi  tbe  Bill 
for  securing  (he  Dependency  of  Irelnnd  um 
brbiight'in'Ji*''’'  ■ ' "'TinJal. 

2T 
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< tb'e  kingdom  of  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of 
' Great  Britain was  read  a thinl  time  in  the 
House  of  Lnrdi,  passed  oud  carried  down  lo 
the  Commons. 

March  4.  The  said  Dill  was  read  a second 
time  ; and  a motion  being  made  for  committing 
it  to  a committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  oc- 
casioned 11  debate.  Mr.  Pitt  first  spoke  against 
the  Bill,  laying,  It  seemed  calciiiaied  tor  no 
other  purpose  than  to  increase  the  power  of 
the  British  House  of  Peers,  wliicli  in  bis  opi- 
nion, was  already  but  too  great.  He  was  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Walter  Plummer,  who  excepted 
against  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  at  incobereot 
with  the  enacting  part,  which  was  partly  owned 
by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  who,  in  the  main,  spoke 
fur  tlie  bill.  Mr.  Hungertbrd,  on  the  contrary  , 
side,  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  Ireland  was 
erer  independent,  with  respect  to  courts  of 

1'udicnture:  And  be  was  supported  by  the 

ord  Moinwnrth,  the  lord  Tyrconnel,  and  some 
other  members : But  Mr.  Philip  Yorke,  having 
backed  sir  Joseph  Jekyll : and  the  question  ' 
being  put  upon  the  motion,  it  was  curried  in  . 
the  afiirmativc,  by  140  against  83,  and  so  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
House  ; and  nas  passed  on  the  36th.* 


* “ About  this  time  a misunderstanding 
happened  between  Mr.  Lecbmere,  attorney- 
lenera],  and  sir  William  Thompson,  solinior- 
general,  which  was  carried  so  fur  iu  a grand 
committee  of  the  Commons,  the  16tb  of  March, 
that  sir  William  chafed  Mr.  Lechmere  with 
breach  of  his  oath,  trust,  and  duty,  as  8 privyr 
counsellor;  urging,  ‘ chat  he  acted  as  counsel, 
and  received  sums  of  money  for  his  adrice,  in 
{natters  to  him  referred  liy  the  privy  council, 
as  attorney  general.'  After  this,  lie  proceeded 
to  the  reading  of  several  reports,  made  either 
fay  the  attorney  general  or  himself,  but  was  in- 
terrupted by  Mr.  Cra^s,  wlio  said,  ‘ They 
were  not  there  to  examine,  who  wns  the  best 
lawyer;  but  dial,  nbe.'ivy  accusation  having 
been  raised  against  a gentleman  ofdlstinguished 
merit,  and  in  very  eminent  stations,  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  ^ accuser  to  produce  clear 
avidence  to  make  good  his  charge.'  Upon  tiiis, 
Mr.  Lechmere  stood  up  in  his  own  defence, 
and  said,  ‘ he  bad  the  bononr  to  be  n privy 
counsellor  chancellor  of  tlie  duchy,  attnriieyge- 
uerol,  a memiicrofllintnonsc,  and  a gentleman; 
and  therefore  inch  a heinous  accusation  could 
not  but  fall  die  heavier  upon  him:  That  he 
owned  himself  liable  to  n great  many  human 
frailties  and  imperfections;  but  as  liis  con- 
science intirely  acquitted  him  of  the  crimes  laid 
to  his  cliarge,  so  he  defied  alt  the  world,  and 
the  vrorstofliis  enemies,  to  prove  him  guilty 
of  corruption  or  unwarrantable  practices;  That 
tlmugh  he  was  thus  wrongfully  accused  rn  so 
iiiteniii  a manner,  yet,  as  a good  Christian,  be 
did  hearlily  furgive  his  accuser,  and  was  willing 
to  believe,  that  he  was  prompted  to  tills  rash 
action,  rather  by  mistake,  or  ignorance,  than 
by  mnlice ; , cppclpding,  despring  Ufat 
koaoureUe  assembly  to  slik  and  weigli  the 


lut 

Del'ote  on  a Cloute  lo  be  added  to  the  South 
Sea  BUL"^  March  S3.  Upon  the  reading  gf 
the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolvg 
itself  into  n grand  committee,  upon  the  ■ Bill 
' fur  enabling  the  South  Sea  Company  to  in. 
‘ crease  their  Capital  Stock,  &c.’  It  was  ordered 
That  the  accounts  relating  to  Annuities,  Lot- 
teries, aud  Army  Debentures,  be  referred  to  the 
said  Comirrittee.  After  this  a motion  was 
made,  “ That  for  rendering  effectual  and  cer- 
tain to  the  public,  the  undertaking  of  the  South 
Sea  Company  to  take  tlie  annuities  for  certain 
terms  of  years,  it  he  ad  instruction  to  the  said 
cnmmiaee.  That  they  should  hare  power  to  re- 
ceive Proposals  from  the  South  Sea  Company, 
whereby  it  might  be  fixed  and  determined  what 
share  or  shares  of  and  in  the  to  be  increased 
capital  stock  of  the  said  company,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  said  annoities  should  be  entitled 
to  have  and  enjoy,  who  should  voluntarily  sub- 
scribe the  same  into  the  said  stock,  or  bow 
many  years  purdiasein  money  they  should  have 
and  receive  upon  sabscribing,  at  the  choice  of 
the  proprietors;  and  that  the  committee  should 
have  power  to  receive  a clause  or  clauses  ac- 
cordingly.” This  motion  occasioned  a very 
warm  debate,  chat  lasted  from  one  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  near  seven  in  the 
evening,  in  which  Robert*  and  Horatio  Wah 


whole  matter  with  their  usual  candour,  impar- 
tiality, and  equity,  and  to  excuse  any  ungoanled 
expressions,  chat  might  escape  him, -in  viiidicac- 
iog  bis  innocence.’  After  this,  several  wicncssa 
were  sworn,  and  eight  or  nine  of  them  ex- 
amined ; but,  their  depositions  amounting  Co 
no  more  than  that  Mr.  Lechmere  liad  laken 
nothing  but  his  usual  fees,  as  chamber-couo- 
scllor,  the  aceuiniion  laid  against  him  ap- 
peared groundless  to  the  committee,  and  was 
declared  by  the  House  tu  be  malicious,  fsise, 
and  scandalous."  Tindol. 

* “ The  Bill  was  warmly  opposed  by  Wal- 
pole, who  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Dank.  In 
rain  he  displayed  the  fallacy  of  the  South  Sea 
Scheme,  and  the  great  diflerence  between  thsc 
and  the  Bonk,  by  sheniog,  that  ibe  coo- 
pnny  was  not  limit^  in  the  price  they  were  » 
'put  'III  the  .Stock  made  over  to  them ; whereas  . 
tlic  oltered  n specific  sum  of  1,700/.  stock,  I 
for  every  hundred  pounds  in  the  long  annuities  i 
and  the  same  proportion  for  the  short  aimui-  . 
lies.  In  vain  he  urged,  that  it  countenanced  I 
llic  pernicious  pri>r:iice  of  slock  jobbing,  by  | 
diverting  the  genius  of  the  nncioii  from  trad* 
and  industry:  (hut  it  held  cut  n dangerous  iurt 
Ibr  decoying  the  un«  ary  tu  their  ruin  by  a falst 
prospect  of  gain,  and  to  pert  with  the  gradnl  | 

Erofils  of  their  labour,  for  imaginary  wealth- 
II  vain  he  insisted,  that  if  the  Proposal  of  tbs 
PoQtti  Se-j  Company  stionld  be  accepted,  the  i 
rite  of  their  stock  ought  to  be  limited.  Tn  v^  | 
be  dwell  on  the  miseries  and  confusion  whiw 
tlirn  prevailed  in  France,  from  the  adoptioo  of 
similnr  measures.  In  vain  be  urged,  *hat  “ 
^e.^l»lS,puq<|:pM,  of  the.^Qhemg  must  cbie^ 
depend 'on  the  rise  of  tiie  strKk,  ibe  great  ptrs* 
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pola,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Gould,  sir  Richard  Steeir, 
■Jid  tone  other  memhen,  tpoke  in  favour  | 
of  die  annuiisnlt,  wlio  lent  out  tlieir  lao-  | 
ne;,  fur  die  lupporc  of  the  government,  with  I 
baz^  and  unceruintj';  and  having  made  a I 
euncracc  with  the  leeistature,  and  purchated  I 
veirl;  rent!  for  valuable  coiisideraiiont,  ought  j 
not  to  he  left  at  the  mercy  of  a private  com-  | 
pany.  It  wai  alledged,  un  the  other  side,  by  , 
Mr.ThuiDBt  Pelham,  Mr.  Yonge,  sir  Joaepli  ; 
Jelyll,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  «nd 
tome  other  geoiieoien,  That  the  obliging  the 
South  ^a  Company  to  fix  a price  upon  the 
asauitiea,  might  endanger  the  succe&s  of  so 
heoeficial  an  undertaking:  that  as  it  was  the 
interest  of  the  company  to  take  in  die  said  an*  | 
nuities,  so  no  doubt  was  to  be  mode,  hut  they  I 
would  use  all  their  endeavours  for  that  pur-  I 
pose ; and  would  offer  such  advautageous  con-  I 
ditions  to  the  annuitants,  as  would  encourage  j 
them  to  come  in  voluntarily:  that  therefore  I 
they  ought  to  allow  the  said  company  a cum-  | 
petent  time  to  try  what  they  could  do;  and  if ' 
to  a subsequent  session  of  parliament  it  should  j 
appear,  that  the  conditions  they  had  offered  to  | 
tae  annuitants  were  not  reasonable,  and  cnnse-  I 
quenily  had  proved  ineffectual,  the  Commons,  I 
in  such  a case,  might  give  what  direction  they  ! 
should  think  proper  about  that  matter.  These, 
and  other  reasons  that  were  urged  on  the  same 
side,  had  so  much  weight,  that  the  question 
being  put  upon  the  motion  beforcmeoiioned,  it 
pass^  in  tiie  negative,  hy  a majority  of  144 
voices  against  140.  Then  the  House  having  I 
resolved  itself  into  a grand  committee,  made  I 
some  progress  in  the  bill.*  I 


ciple  of  the  project  was  an  evil  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude; it  was  to  raise  artificially  the  value, of 
^ stock,  by  exciting  and  keeping  up  a general 
infatuation,  aud  by  pronuisiug  dividends  nut  of 
funds  which  would  not  be  adequate  to  tlie  pur- 

E.  In  vain  lie  predicted,  that  if  die  estab- 
lent  succeeded,  the  directors  would  be- 
come masters  of  the  government,  furm  an  abso- 
lute aristocracy  in  the  kingdom,  and  controul 
the  resulmions  of  tim  iegidature ; or  if  it  did 
Bot  succeed,  the  failure  would  cause  a general 
discoment.  He  dosed  bis  speech  by  ubserv. 
■ng,  that  such  would  be  die  delusive  conse- 
quences, that  the  public  would  conceive  it  a 
dream.  His  a^uments  and  bis  eloquence  were 
of  no  avail.  He  was  compared  by  his  friends  ' 
to  Cassandra,  predictiog  evils  which  would 

3 be  believed  when  die  event  proved  their 
ty,  and  only  deprecated  when  they  were 
f<lt;  and  he  whose  speeches,  in  matters  of 
finance,  occupied  the  House  with  more  than  ; 
Vual  altencioD,  was  now  scarcely  heard.  The 
^ference  was  ^veu  to  the  South  Sen,  and  the  ' 
bill  was  afterwards  carried  by  a majority  of 
“ore  than  8 sol.”  Coxe’s  Walpoie. 

*'  Whilst  this  great  aShir  was  debating  in 
w House  of  Commoos,  the  Slock  Jobbers  in 
Mchange-alley,  were  iu  perpetual  hurry,  being 
about  between  hopes  and  fears,  upon  the 
•iSereiit  accounts  UieyreefiircdioBinesl  ewry'i 


n^Q.-^Debate  on  the  South  Sen  Biii.  [640 

The  South  Sea  Bill  pettes  the  Commms.'l 
Aprils.  Anengrossed  Bill,  ' For  enabling  the 
' South-Sea  Company  to  eiicreose  their  present 
‘ Capital  Stock,' &c.  was  rend  the  third  time, 
and  some  Amendment  having  beciimade  there, 
to  by  the  House,  the  question  was  put.  That  the 
said  Bill  do  pass,  which,  after  a debate,  was 
carried  in  die  Affirmative,  by  172  against  85, 
nod  the  said  Bill  was  seat  up  to  the  Lords  fur 
their  concorreiice. 

I^bate  in  the  lord*  on  the  South  Sea  BiU."] 
April  4.  The  Lords  read  that  Bill  the  first  time, 
and  the  question  being  pui,  That  iiberead  a se- 
cond lime,  the  same,  after  a small  debate,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  wiihout  dividing.  Th« 
next  day  the  Bill  was  read  a tecomi  time  accord- 
ingly ; and  then  it  was  moved,  That  it  tie  com- 
mitted  to  a Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
which  occasioned  a great  debate. 

The  Lord  North  and  Grep  spoke  first  against 
the  Bill,  and  said , ‘That  iu  his  judgment,  it 
wu  unjust  in  its  nature,  and  might  prove  fatal 
in  iu  consequences;  since  it  seemed  caiculaied 
fur  the  enriching  of  a few,  and  the  impoverisfi. 
ing  of  a great  many,  and  not  only  made  way 
for,  but  countenanced  and  aucbori^  the  frau- 
dulent and  pernicious  practice  of  Stock.jobbiag, 
which  produced  an  irreparable  mischief,  by 
diverting  the  genius  of  the  people  from  trada 
and  industry.  His  lordship  was  backed  by 

The  Duke  of  IFAerton,  who  endeavoured 
chiefly  to  evince,  That  tlie  South-Sea  project 
might  prove  of  infinite  disadvantage  to  the  na- 
tion: fine,  u it  gave  foreigners  an  opportunity 
to  double  and  treble  the  vast  sums  they  had  in 
our  public  funds,  which  could  not  but  tempt 
them  to  withdraw  their  capital  stock,  with  their 
immense  gains,  to  other  countries,  which  might 
drain’  Great  Britain  of  a considerable  part  of 
its  gold  and  silver.  Secondly,  that  the  artificial 
aud  prodigious  rise  of  the  Souch-^  Stock  was 
a dangerous  bait,  which  might  decoy  many  un- 
wary people  to  their  ruin,  and  allure  them  by  a 
false  prospect  of  gain,  to  part  with  what  they 
had  got  by  their  labour  and  industry,  to  purcliose 
imaginary  riches.  And  in  tlie  third  place. 
That  the  addition  of  above  thirty  millions  new 
capital,  would  give  such  a vast  power  to  (he 


minute,  from  tbeir  agents  and  friends  in  West- 
minster : but  as  soon  as  it  was  known,  ihat  the 
Clause  oSered  to  cramp  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany's project,  had  been  rejected,  the  stocks  of 
that  company,  which,  since  the  Commons  had 
accepted  their  scheme,  were  gradually  risen 
from  130,  to  above  300,  advanced  to  near  400; 
but,  after  some  fluctuation,  settled  at  about 
330;  in  which  condition,  with  little  variation, 
they  continued  till  the  end  of  this  month.  We 
must  however  take  notice,  That  this  prodigioui 
rise  of  the  South  Sea  stock  was  not  altogeilier 
owing  to  natural  causes,  but  was  rather  tiic  re- 
sult of  very  artificial  engines,  and  secret  springs 
that  were  set  to  work,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  by  those  who  bad  no  small  concern  in 
ihe-eucseui'B!'  tbiieifeirj”  PelidcrJ. State. 
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S'luiiv-sea  C’.«mpany,  as  might  en<langer  the 
liberties  of  (he  nation,  and,  In  Cinie,  subvert 
our  excx'Uenc  con«titucion ; siucc  by  their  ex- 
MDsire  interest  they  inigitc  inilucncc  most,  if 
nut  ail  the  elections  of  (be  meiuhcra,  aiidcun- 
scr)ue(iily  over-rule  the  Kesoluiionsurthe  Iluute 

"F.nri  t'o£Tp«r  spoke  also  ngainsi  the  Bill,  and 
aaiti,  Tliiit  like  itio  Trnjtui  hurse,  it  wos  nslier* 
eii  ill,  and  rreeivud  nitli  great  pmnp  and  ac- 
cbiiiiitionE  of  joy ; but  was  contrived  for  Irea- 
cberyaiidilesrrociion.  Ilia  lordship  n^ed  in  pwr- 
licutur.  Tbit  in  all  public  bargnimi,  it  is  n duty 
incinnWton  them  win)  arc  iutruated  with  (he 
administrstion,  to  rake  care  that  the  sume  be 
more-  ativiiipgeous  in  the  state  than  to  private 
persons;  Itut.  that  a quite  conirary  method 
seemed  to  have  been  futlowed  in  the  cniitract 
inade  niih  the  Soutli  SenCiimpany:  for  if  tin; 
acocka  were  kept  up  to  the  advanced  price  to 
which  they  bad  becu  raised  up  by  the  ubKqiie 
arts  ofStock-jobbing,  either  that  company,  or 
its  criocipe!  members,  wnqid  gnin  above  thirty 
Biillioiis  sterling,  of  which  tliey  gare  butane 
fourth  pare  towards  the  discharge  of  the  na- 
tional debts.  That  though  this  Scheme  carried 
the  face  of  public  good,  yet  notliing  could  be 
so,  thotwns  founded  on  injustice,  as  his  lord- 
ship took  this  hill  to  be : that  he  iipprehended, 
in  pnrticular,  that  the  main  public  iiiteiition  of 
it,  via.  tlierepurchnse  of  annuities,  would  meet 
with  insuperable  difficulties;  and  that,  in  such 
a case,  none  but  a few  persons,  who  arc  in  the 
secret,  nnd  bail  early  bought  stocks  at  a low 
r.ite,  nnd  afterwords  sold  them  at  a high  price, 
would,  in  the  end,  be  gainers  by  this  project. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  some  other 
Peers,  spoke  on  the  same  side ; but 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  answered  most  of 
their  objections:  and,  among  other  things,  said. 
That  they  who  encouraged  and  countenanced 
the  scheme  of  the  Souih'Sen  Company,  bad 
nothing  in  (heir  view,  but  the  easing  the  uation 
of  pan  of  that  heavy  lond  of  debt  it  labours 
onocr;  That  on  the  other  hand,  ihe  tnnnn^rs 
for  that  Company  had,  undoubtedly,  a pros- 
peat  of  private  gmo,  either  Co  (heuiselvts,  or 
to  their  cnrporncion;  but  that,  when  that 
scheme  was  accepted,  neither  the  one  nr  the 
other  could  foresee  that  the  stocks  would  have 
risen  to  the  price  they  were  now  advanced: 
Tini  if  they  harl  continued  as  they  were  at  that 
lime,  the  public  would  hare  lind  the  far  greater 
share  of  the  advantage  accruing  from  Chat 
scheme;  nnd  if  the  stacks  were  kept  up  to  the 
price  they  hnd  been  raised  to,  whicli  was  not 
unlikely,  it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  South- 
Sea  CoRi|>eny  should  enjoy  the  prodc  procured 
to  it  by  the  wise  munagemem  and  industry  of 
its  ilireutnrs,  which  would  cimble  it  both  to 
make  large  dividends  nmuiig  its  members,  and 
thereby  to  cumposs  the  ends  intended  by  this 
scheme.  After  this  .the  question  fur  commit- 
ting the  Bill  hc’iiig  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  u mqioriiy  of  83  voices  agaicisci7. 

'J'/ie  &Kt/i  Sea  Bill  ya^a  the  Lords.}  April  , 
6.  The  Lord^J  'UldCiuiriteeycluUBder^'  ^ 


of  the  said  Bill,  went  through  it,  witboutany 
amendment,  and  without  airidiiig;  and  on 
Thuisday  tl.e7ihuf  April,  read  it  the  third  tioie 
agreed  to  it,  and  sent  a message  to  the  Com. 
uimis  CO  acquaint  them  therewith. 

The  Kind’s  Messiige  relating  la  creeling  Cor- 
pOraTwniJar  insuiing  Ships  and  ilerehandise.] 
May  4.  Alr.Aivlabie,  ClianceUor  of  the  £x. 
cbetmer,  presented  to  (he  House  uf  Commons, 
the  lulhiwiiig  Message  friim  the  Kiug. 

■‘G.  fl. 

'■  liis  niujesty  having  received  several  Pe- 
titions from  great  numbers  of  the  uiosi  eminent 
merchants  of  the  City  ofLoudun,  hoinbly  pray, 
iiig,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
grant  lliein  bis  letters  patents  for  erectiug  cor- 
porations to  insure  ships  and  merebandixe  ;* 
and  the  said  merchants  having  olfered  tu  ad- 
vaocc  and  pay  a considerable  sum  of  moiier  for 
liis  ntajesty’s  use,  in  case  they  may  obtain ' let. 
cers  patents  accordingly  ; his  majesiy  being  of 
■i(iimoii,  that  erecting  two  such  corporatiom 
exclusive  only  of  all  other  corporations  and 
societies  fur  iosuriiig  of  ships  and  merchan- 
dize, uarier  proper  restriedoas  and  regululions, 
may  Ire  of  great  advantage  and  security  to  the 
trade  and  emametee  of  the  kingdom,  is  williag 
and  desirous  to  be  strengthened  by  the  ndvke 
and  asstsiance  of  this  House,  in  matters  of  tha 
outure  and  iuiportance ; he  thereiore  hopes  fur 
their  ready  conuunencu  to  secure  and  cuniina 
the  privileges  his  inajeiity  sliali  gtuutto  such 
corporations,  and  to  enable  him  to  diachaige 
the  debts  of  liis  civil  government,  without  bur- 
dening his  people  with  aoy  new  aid  or  supply." 

Hereupon  a Bill  was  ordered  tu  be  brought 
in,  Ui  enable  bis  majesty  to  grant  Letters  of 
Incorporstion  to  the  uses  aod  purposes  men- 
tioned in  his  majesty  s Message. 

May  6.  Mr.  Henry  Pelham  made  a tnalion 
for  an  Addret>s  to  return  his  majesty  the  tbaniis 
of  lilts  House,  for  his  gracious  condescension, 


*“  Several  projects  were  now  set  on  foot, 
particularly  fiic  establishing  the  two  cumpsnies 
of  the  Royal  Asoraoce,  headed  by  iordOnvIuw, 
and  uf  the  London  Assurance  by  tbe  lord  Chet- 
wynd.  The  projectors  had  beeu  very  iadui- 
triuus  to  bespeM  the  couiitenaoce  of  tbe 
House  of  ComniOQS,  for  which  diey  hud  caused 
two  letters  to  be  printed  and  given  tu  the  mem- 
bers. But,  these  aod  all  other  aolicitatioai 
having  proved  inefiectual,  the  munogers  for 
tlie  two  Companies  had  recourse  to  other  me- 
thods, aud  being  informed  that  the  Civil  Lise 
was  considerably  in  arrears  (for  which  no  pro* 
visiou  had  been,  or  could  conveniently  he  made 
by  the  parliament,  because  the  grand  commit- 
tee of  liupply  had  been  inodverteutiy  dismissed) 
they  ufTer^  to  the  ministry  600,000/.  cowmds 
the  discharge  of  that  debt,  in  case  they  might 
obtain  the  king’s  ctmrur,  with  rlie 
mentary  sunciiou  for  the  esublishmeiicof  their 
lespaciive  companies.  The  imiiisteis,  b^g 
at  a hiss  for  means  to  pay  cbc  civil  list  debt, 
rewiilj  iWBbrated 
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in  desiring  the  advice  oC  this  House  ujjon  a 
matter  uf  such  importance,  as  the  insurance 
of  ships  aitt  mercbandiae,  and  to  acknowled^ 
his  raajest/s  goodness  iu  applying  the  advaii- 
(sges  arising  to  liim  from  such  proposals,  to  the 
use  ofhis  civil  governraeiic,  for  tlie  support  of 
[be  humiur  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  without 
burdening  his  people  with  miy  new  aid  or  sup- 
ply ; nud  to  assure  l>is  majesty.  That  ibis 
Uuuse  would  most  readily  concur  to  make  his 
majesty's  inosc  gracious  ialenciuns  efleclual,  for 
the  case,  security,  and  welfare  of  his  trading 
subjects,  Mr.  Pelham  being  seconded  by  Jlr. 
Kubert  Walpole,*  it  was  resolved  to  present 
the  said  Address,  and  a Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  ilraw  it  up. 

The  Common^  Addrest  t/iereijn,]  May  7. 
Mr.  Boscaweii  aaju.Hiated  the  Ilmise,  that  the 
king  had  given  direcliuns,  pursuant  to  the  de- 
sires of  the  House,  expressed  iu  chose  two  Ad- 
dresses ; and,  in  die  afternoon,  the  Commons, 
Id  b body,  waited  on  his  majesty  with  their  Ad- 
dress of  thuuks  fur  liis  majesty's  Mcss.ige  as 
Mows: 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  majesty’s  roost  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  pur- 
liaiueoC  assembled,  return  your  majesty  our 
bauible  thanks,  for  communicating  to  this  House 


* “ On  the  Glh  of  May,  Walpole  seconded  a 
Biniion,  made  by  Pelhatu,  for  an  Address  of 
thanks  lu  the  king ; onlhedthof  June  he  was 
ippoinced  Paymaster  General  of  the  Forces, 
and  on  Che  J 1th,  Townsbend  was  nominated 
President  of  the  Council.  Previously,  how- 
ever, to  this  nrrangement,  Walpole  had,  in 
conjunction  with  the  dukeof  Uovonshire,  beeu 
tiie  principal  means  ofelfectiug  a reconcilituion 
between  the  king  and  tiie  prince  of  Wales, 
whose  niisunderstnndiag  had  arisen  Co  so  alarm- 
ing a height,  as  to  threaten  a disturbance  of 
the  puhlic  tranquilliiv.  The  honour  of  etTccting 
the  reconciliation  In  the  royal  family  was  prin- 
cipnlly  due  to  Walpole.  In  a cnnterence 
uiiich  he  held  with  Sunderland,  to  arrange  the 
plan  of  3 joint  administration,  the  minister, 
who  was  averse  to  theuiiiim  of  the  two  courts, 
endeavoured  to  detach  iiim  from  the  prioce, 
and  offered  him  any  conihtloas  Ibr  hiuueh  and 
friends,  provided  he  would  consent  that  the 
prioce  should  reroaiu  in  disgrace.  But  Wal- 
pole rejected  cliese  overtures,  and  insisted  on 
■be  reconciliation,  as  an  iiiitia]icnsabie  prelimi- 
>'ary,  before  he  would  listen  tu  any  terms  of 
coalition.  Having  extorted  tliis  concession,  be, 
with  the  osrisiance  of  the  duke  of  Devonshire, 
disposed  the  princ?  of  Wales  to  write  a sub- i 
wissive  letter,  in  which  permissiini  was  re- 
guested  Co  wait  upon  the  king.  Ue  was  ac- , 
wrdingly  adinittw  to  a privnie  conference, 
and  on  his  return  from  the  paince  to  Leicester- 
Itouse,  where  he  bad  taken  up  his  icjideoce, 
'T»s  attended  by  a party  of  gunrds,  end  from 
m»t  lime  the  ftiilicr  and  son  appeared  to  be 
recoDciled.”  Ccn«^  Wjripolosi  ' m 


the  applicBcton  made  to  your  majesty  for  oK- 
. taining  the  Charters  for  insuring  of  Ships  and 
Merchaudises.  Your  majesty  being  graciously 
pleased  not  to  take  noy  steps,  hi  u matter  of 
such  importance  lu  cite  trade  and  commerce  of 
the kiugdom,. without  the  advice  and  Concur^ 
rencQuf  your  porliumeat,  is  au  instance  of  so 
much  condesceusion,  as  deserves  the  highest 
returns  of  duty  and  liianltfulness. 

•'  We  acknowledge  your  majesty’s  goodness, 
in  applying  to  the  use  of  the  civil  goveroment 
the  advantages  arising  to  your  majesty  from 
such  proposals.  It  is  a great  satisfaction  to 
your  Commons,  to  see  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  the  crown  supported  under  the  <tu£cullies, 
wliicli  the  necessity  of  your  majesiy's  affairs 
may  have  oucosiooed,  without  laying  liic  burden 
of  any  new  aid  ur  supply  upon  your  people. 

“ And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty, 
that  this  House  is  restilved  to  render  cSectunl 
your  majesty’s  gracious  intentions  for  the  ease, 
security  and  wclfaru  uf  your  trading  subjects.” 

The  King's  Answer.']  To  this  Address  the 
King  returned  the  following  Answer ; 

“ Gentlemen  ; 

<*  I receive  this  Address  as  a particular  mark 
of  your  affection  to  me.  It  is  a new  proof  to 
me,  and  all  the  world,  bow  niuch  I can  always 
depend  upon  it.  I thank  you  for  it  in  a particu- 
lar manner.” 

The  King’s  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Setrion.] 
June  'll.  Tilt  King  enme  to  the  House  uf 
Peers,  and  the  Coinnimu  beiog  sent  for  and 
attending  his  icujesiy,  gave  the  royal  assent  to 
severalpuhlic  and  private  bills.  After  which, 
the  Lord  Chanceilor,  hy  bis  majesty’s  com- 
mands, read  cbe  fblluwiiig  Speech  to  both 
Houses: 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

“ I am  now  come  to  put  an  end  to  this  ses- 
sion, whicli  though  it  liath  advanced  so  far  into 
the  summer,  cannot  be  cliouglit  a tedious  one, 
when  we  consider  how  raueb  business  hath  been 
done,  and  the  great  advantages  that  may  be  ex- 
pected from  it. 

“Your  seasonsbievigour  nnd  perseverance  to 
support  me  in  the  measures  I have  taken  with 
my  allies,  for  restoring  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
rope, have  produced  most  of  the  effects  I could 
desire;  much  the  greatest  part  of  Christendom 
38  already  freed  fruin  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
by  tvhac  hath  happened  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  my  people  must  be  convinced,  that 
their  weltaie  is  inseparable  fn>m  the  streogth 
and  security  of  uiygovernmenr. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

“ I return  you  iny  thanks  fur  the  Supplies 
you  have  raised  for  the  service  of  tlie  current 
year,  and  it  is  a particular  satisfaction  to  me, 
time  a method  has  been  found  out  for  making 
good  the  deficiencies  of  iny  Civil  List,  miihont 
l.iving  any  new  hurihen  upon  my  subjects.  "The 
gooiJ  foui'ulaiioii  Tuu  haveprepared  ihissession 
fur  the  pnymtnt'of  the  National  Defats,  and 
lilittdrtchRi-gieiGf'ai.greai'psnt-cf rthejn*  without 
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(he  leut  violation  of  the  public  iiiih,  will  year:  tn  whom  were  added  the  lord  Tunn*. 
I tiope  strengthen  more  and  more  the  union  I hend  (who  was  declared  likewise  lord  presideiit 
desire  to  see  among  all  my  subjects,  and  make  of  the  council)  and  Uie  duke  of  Det  onsliire, 
our  friendship  yet  more  valuable  to  nil  ibreigii  The  king  is  the  same  council,  conferred  also 
powers.  several  honours  and  preferniems : ttie  earl  of 

“ Aly  I/)rds  and  Gentleiiien  ; Dorset  was  created  duke  of  Dorset;  the  ear) 

X You  will  see  the  good  eficcta  which  our  of  Bridgewater,  duke  of  Bridpewaier;  the 
steadiness  hath  produced ; there  remains  but  lord  viscount  Castleton,  earl  Castleion,  ig 
little  oil  our  part,  to  satisfy  the  world,  that  the  comity  of  York;  Uugh  Uoscawcn,  buron 
more  credit,  security  and  greatness,  is  to  be  Boscawen,  and  viscount  Falmouili  in  the 
acquired  by  following  the  views  of  pence,  and  county  of  Cornwall ; John  Wallop,  baroa 
adhering  strictly  tu  just  engagements,  than  by  Wallop  of  Wallop,  and  viscount  Lycaiugtun  in 
depending  on  the  advaiiinget  of  war,  or  by  the  county  of  Southampton, 
putsuiog  ilie  measures  of  ambition.  To  coin-  On  the  15th  of  June,  the  king  embarked  at 
plele  what  remains  uolinished,  I propose  very  Greenwich,  on  board  the  Carolina  yacht,  and 
speedily  to  visit  my  dominions  in  Germany,  landed  the  nest  morning  at  Ilelvoeisluys,  from 
hoping  to  put  an  end  to  those  troubles  in  the  whence  he  proceeded  to  Hanover. 

Nort^  which  are  now  reduced  to  a very  nnr-  IVbilst  the  king  was  employed  abroad  in 
TOW  compass.  I flatter  myself,  tbnC  my  pre*  hearing  and  settling  tlie  grievances  and  into- 
aence  this  summer  in  chose  parts  will  prove  use-  rests  of  the  nations  and  theirsovereigns.particu- 
fui  toour  poor  proiestanc  brethren,  for  whom  larlythoseoftbeprutestaotsorOermany,theRe- 
you  have  expressed  such  seasonable  and  ebari-  gency  were  no  less  employed  at  home  in  curbing 
table  seiulnients.  the  excessive  desire  oi  gain,  wbich  the  progress 

« I doubt  not  but  to  meet  you  sgain  next  of  the  South  Sea  Company  had  raised,  and  in 
wintei',  disposed  to  put  a finishing  hand  to  all  curing  the  despair  which  attended  its  fall.  As 
tboso  good  works  which,  by  your  assistance,  these  are  the  most  considerable  events  of  this 
I have  brought  so  near  to  perfection.  I could  reign,  and  such  as  will  never  be  forgot  by 
wish,  that  all  my  subjects,  couvinced  by  time  Great  BriCaiu,  they  deserve  to  be  related  at 
and  experience,  would  lay  aside  those  par-  large. 

tialities  and  nniniosities  which  prevent  them  When  the  Bill  passed  in  favour  of  the  Sooth 
from  living  quietly,  and  enjoying  the  bappt-  Sea  Company,ic  was  expected, ihestock  wookt 
ness  of  a mild  legal  government : it  is  what  I have  greatly  advanced,  but  the  contrary 
chuse  to  recommend  at  this  time,  when  lam  pened ; for  the  day  after  it  fell  from  310  to 
sensible,  that  all  opposition  to  it  is  become  390.  In  order  to  raise  it,  a rumoor  was  spread, 
vain  and  useless,  end  can  only  end  unfortu-  that  earl  Stanhope  had  received  ovenorrsia 
tunatdy  for  those  who  shall  still  persist  in  France  to  exchange  Gibraltar  and  Pon-Ma- 
BCru^ling  against  it.  I am  persuaded  that,  hon  for  some  places  Id  Peru,  for  the  security 
during  niy  absence,  every  one  of  you  wilt  and  eolargenieiic  of  the  English  trade  in  the 
take  particular  cure  to  preserve  the  peace  in  South  Sea;  which  had  its  effect  in  Exchange- 
your  several  countries,  and  that  I shall  find  alley.  For,  on  the  12th  of  April,  five  days 
you,  at  my  return,  in  such  a state  of  tran-  nfter  the  royal  assent  was  mven  id  the  bill, 
quillity,  as  will  shew  mankind  how  firmly  my  the  directors  opened  their  books  for  a subscrip- 
government  is  established;  wbich  I chiefly  tionofa  million,  at  the  rate  of  300/.  for  every 
desire,  because  I tliink  the  security  and  pre-  100/.  capital.  Such  was  the  concourse  of 
aervoiioD  of  my  people,  and  of  this  happy  persons  of  all  ranks,  chat  this  first  subscriplioa 
eoDBiituiioD,  depends  entirely  upon  it.”  was  found  to  amount  to  above  two  millions  of 

Then  tlie  Lora  Chancellor,  by  his  majesty's  original  stock.  It  was  to  be  paid  at  five  pay* 
command,  proroned  the  parliament  to  the  mencs  of  60/.  each,  for  one  ffiare  of  100/.  la 
SSCli  of  July:  alter  wbich  it  was  by  several  a few  days  the  stock  ndvanced  to  340,  and  the 
prorogations  farther  prori^ued  to  the  8ih  of  subscriptions  were  sold  for  double  the  price  of 
December,  the  fiist  payment.  To  ruse  the  stock  still 

higher,  on  the  81st  of  April  it  was  declared  in 
PamciPAi.  OccusscNCES  nnaiHO  tux  Ke-  a General  Conrt,  that  the  Midsummer  dividend 
CESS — The  King  goet  to  Hanover — Progress  should  be  ten  per  cent,  and  all  subscriptions 
the  South  Sea  Affaire.— The  Buhiles. — Pro-  should  be  entitled  to  the  same.  These  Reso- 
tlamalian  againti  them  — National  Infatuation  lutions  answering  the  end  designed,  the  Direc- 
and  Despair. — Account  of  the  Bank  Conlrael.  tors,  to  improve  the  infatuation  of  the  mooied 
—Walpole's  Endeavourt  to  restore  the  Credit  men,  opened  their  books  for  a second  subsetip- 
ef  the  Country.— The  King  return*  from  lion  of  one  tniUion,  at  400/.  per  cent.  In  • 
Hanover.— Alarming  Stale  of  Affaire.*]  Upon  few  hoars,  no  less  chon  a million  and  a half 
the  rising  of  the  parliament  the  king  held  a was  subscribed  at  that  rate;  and  so.great  wu 
great  council,  in  which  he  declared  his  design  Che  confidence  which  was  placed  in  the  Direc- 
of  visiting  his  dnminions  in  Gennany,  aud  tors,  that  many  deposited  in  their  Iiands  tbeir 
named  tlie  lords  justices  during  his  absence,  annuities,  witnoot  knowing  wbat  price  tb* 
They  were  the  same  with  those  of  the  last  company  would  allow  for  them. 

, I On  the  19th  of  May,  the  Directors  thoegfi^ 

- *'.  TiiidBl,  I ' ' ■ ■'  i fit  to  MiiUlfc  the'  terms  and  prices  for  the  lof* 
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and  iborc  annuittct,  which  bad  been  suhacrit>< 
and  the  gtnck  being  Chat  iia;S7SA  per 
teuc.  ic  wai  resolved  Co  allow,  for  every  1004 
peronuomof  the  lon,{  animitie*,  7004  iu  the 
capital  stock  (which  at  3754  per  cert.nmounc- 
til  CD  S,6SS4>  and  5754  b l^n'ls  and  money  : 
So  the  local  tor  each  1004  per  annum  amount* 
id  to3,«O04  or  thirty- two  years  purdiRse.  For 
every  904  per  annum  of  (he  short  annuities, 
they  agreed  to  allow  3504  in  the  capital  stock, 
which  at  3754  percent,  amounted  to  1SI84 
10<.  and  in  bantu  and  money,  S 174  10s.  which 
together  made  15304  ur  seveinces  years  pur* 

[ Tliese  oders  occasioned  at  drsC  great  mar* 

I nurings  among  the  Anmiitaots,  who,  having 
expected  ten  years,  found  they  were  tn  Iiuve 

I but  eight  years  and  a quartet's  purchase.  Upon 
which  some  withdrew  their  orders,  and  others 
retolverl  nut  to  subscribe.  But  the  South  Sea 
munagers  having  found  means  to  raise  their 
stock  to  5004  per  cent,  most  of  the  annuitants 
appeared  easy ; socliacitwas  computed,  that, 
by  the  S9cb  of  May,  almost  two  thirds  of  the 
aunnilies  were  subscribed. 

I'lie  arts  of  the  stock-jobbers  drew  a great 
concourse  oFpersoiisofall  miiks  into  Exchange 
alley,  by  whose  unexampled  eagerness  of  lay- 
ing out  their  money  in  a fund,  chat  promised  so 
plentiful  a return  of  gain,  that  stock,  which 
abounlieluctefend  of  May,  was  at  about  550, 
rose  on  a sudden  so  prodigiously,  that  on 
Thursday,  the  2d  of  June,  it  came  op  to  890. 
Many  cautious  persons  being  willing  to  take  tins 
opportuniiy  to  secure  their  great  profits,  there 
appeared  the  next  day  so  mnny  sellers  in  the 
alley,  that,  by  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
cemnon,  the  stock  fell  tnCao;  at  which  the 
Chifif  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Coinnauy, 
being  ularmed,  let  their  agents  to  work,  by 
whose  artful  management  the  stock  wns  the 
tame  evening  edranced  to  750;  about  which 
price,  with  some  smnll  fluctuation,  it  continued 
till  the  closing  of  the  Cumpany’s  books  on  the 
2Sd  of  June.  In  the  mean  time,  the  South 
Sea  stock  suiTered  u considerable  siiock.  For 
many  persons,  wlio  were  to  fidlow  the  king  to 
Hanover,  and  others,  who  found  a difficulty  of 
making  their  second  payment  to  the  first  sub- 
Kriptioii,  were  both  equally  desirous  tn  turn 
■heir  stock  into  money  ; tn  that,  for  some  days, 
■he  number  of  sellers  exceeded  that  of  buyers. 
Wherefore  the  manngers  of  the  Compaoy 
formed  two  expedients;  the  first  was  their 
landing  5m  money,  or  notes,  to  the  proprietors 
of  their  capimi  stock,  tn  the  sum  of  400/.  upon 
tow.  ofigioaJ  tiiiek  (which  shewed  it  to  be 
"Orth  above  that  sum)  at  the  rate  of  4/.  per 
*mit.  per  annum.  The  second  was  their  giviug 
public  notice,  That  all  persons  possessed  of 
"ly  of  the  Company's  bonds,  which  fell  due 
eo  the  25ih  of  June,  might  then  have  ilieir 
money  for  the  same  of  the  Company's  cashier: 
"id  that  the  bonds  would  be  taken  in  on  the 
•ecoiid  payment  for  the  2,950,0004  South  Sea 
J^k,  sold  by  subscription  after  the  rate  of 
*°0l.  for  each-TOaf,  t»rig^WA*Ciwkl“  thesS' 


means  money  being  plenty,  and  tba  stock' 
jobbers  in  good  humour,  tbe  South  .Sea  Cora- 
puny, opened  their  boohs  for  a third  subscri{>- 
cion,  at  tbe  rute  of  1,0004  for  each  lOQl. 
capital  stock,  tu  be  paid  in  ten  i^ual  payments, 
one  in  bHiid,  aud  the  ether  nine  half-yearly. 
But  some  men  in  power  having  taken  this  op- 
portunity to  oblige  their  friends,  their  lists 
weip  so  full,  time  tlie  Directors  eolaiged  it  to 
four  millions  capital  stock,  which  at  chat  price 
amounted  to  forty  miltlnmsierliug.  And,  what 
is  more  strange,  these  Inst  subscriptions  were, 
befure  the  end  of  June,  sold  at  above  3,0001. 
per  ccot.  ndvnoce,  and,  after  the  closing  of  the 
transfer-books,  the  uriginul  stock  rose  to  above 
1,0004  per  cent.  Ac  the  same  time  the  first 
subscriptions  were  at  560,  and  the  second  at 
610  per  cent,  advance,  the  Bank  at  S60,  end 
East  India  at  440. 

The  whole  nation  was  liecome  stock-jobbers. 
The  South  Sea  was  like  an  iufeuious  distemper, 
which  spread  itself  in  an  estunisbiug  manner. 
Every  evening  produced  new  projects,  wJiich 
were  justly  called  Bubbles,  new  Companies 
appeared  every  day.  These  vrerc  countenanced 
by  tbe  greatest  of  the  nobility.  Tbe  prince  of 
Wales*  wns  governor  of  the  Welsh  Copper; 
the  duke  of  Cbaodois,  of  York  Buildings;  the 
duke  uf  Bridgewater  formed  a compaoy  fur 
building  hooses  iu  London  and  Westminster. 
There  were  near  a hundred  different  kinds  of 
projects  or  hubbies ; and  it  was  computed, 
that  above  n million  and  a half  was  won  and 
lost  by  these  unwarrantable  practices,  by  which 
many  unwary  persons  were  defrauded  and  im- 
poverished, Rud  a few  crafty  men  enriched,  tn 
the  great  detriment  of  domestic  trade.  Thi 
king  iind,  the  s.ame  day  tbe  parli.-unent  rose, 
published  a Pruclamaiion,f  declaring  all  these 
uolawfiil  projects  should  be  deemed  as  common 
nuisances,  and  prosecuted  as  sucli;  with  lbs 
penalty  of  5004  for  any  broker  to  buy  or  sell 
any  shares  in  them.  Notwithsiandiog  this 

* “ The  Speaker  and  Mr.  Walpole  contd 
not  dissuade  the  Prince  from  being  governor 
oftliis  Copper  Company,  though  they  told  him 
he  would  be  prosecuted,  mentioned  in  parlia- 
meat,  and  cried  in  the  Alley,  upon  the  fnot 
of  Onslow’s  Insurance,  Chetwynde’s  Bubble, 
prince  of  Wales’s  Bubble,  &c.  be  has  already 
got  40,000/.  hy  it.”  Coxe's  Walpole.  Correi- 
pondeiice;  secretary  Craggs  to  earl  Stanh-rpe. 

■f-  “ This  Procinnintioii  puta  stop  to  tbe  late 
' peroicious  projects  and  uiidertakiogs,  which 
to  the  number  of  about  a hundred,  were  Grst 
sec  un  fool  and  promoted  by  crelky  kuaves; 
then  pursued  by  multitudes  of  covetous  foolsi 
and,  at  las.,  appeared  to  be  in  eSecc,  wbsc 
their  vulgar  ap^llation  denoted  them  to  be, 
vir.  Bubbles,  or  mere  cheats.  It  ivas  comput- 
ed, dint  near  one  million  and  a half  sterling, 
was  won  or  lost  by  these  extrav.igant  and  un- 
warrantable practices,  whereby  many  onwary 
persons  were  defrauded  and  impoverished,  and 
a few  boay  opainru  enriched,  to  the  great  de- 
•trlrtieotgifiiitawslisaadW  ■ PolWool State. 
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ProcUmntion.  several  of  llie  illegal  projects 
were  still  carried  on  ; npnn  whicli  the  Lords 
Justice*,  on  the  13iii  of  July,  to  put  a atop  to 
all  farther  proceedings,  ordered  all  the  Peti- 
tions,* ihst  had  been  presented  for  Patents  nnd 
Charters,  to  be  dismissed. 


• The  following  is  a Copy  of  ilie  said  Order’ 
At'tlie  Council  Chamher,  Wliitelmll.  the  13tli 
of  July  1720.  Present,  tlieir  Excellencies 
the  Lords  Justices  in  Council. 

Tlieir  excellencies  the  lordsjustices  in  coun- 
cil taking  into  consideration  the  many  incon- 
veniences arising  to  the  pablic,  from  several 
projects  set  on  mot  for  raising  of  joint  stocks 
jnr  various  purposes,'  and  that  a great  many  of 
hit  majesty’s  subjects  have  been  drawn  in  to 
part  with  their  money,  on  pretence  of  assu- 
rances that  their  Petitions  for  patents  and  char- ' 
ters,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  same, 
vroutd  be  granted ; to  prevent  such  impositions, 
rlieir  excellencies,  this  day,  ordered  the  said 
several  PeCiiiocs,  together  with  sach  reports 
from  tlie  Board  ofTrade,  and  from  bis  majesty ‘a 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-general,  as  had  l>een  ob- 
tained ’thereon,  to  be  laid  l^fore  them,  and 
after  mature  cnnsidcratiun  thereof,  were  pleased, 
by  advice  of  his  maiesty's  privy-council,  to 
order.  That  the  said  Petitions  be  dismissed. 
Which  are  as  followeth : 

“ Petition  of  several  persons,  praying  letters 
patents  for  carrying  on  a fishing  trade,  by  the 
aame  of  the  Grand  Fishery  of  Great-Briiain. 

‘‘  Petition  uf  the  company  of  the  Uoyal 
Fishery  of  England,  praying  letters  patents  for 
such  farther  powers  as  will  elfi-ctually  contri- 
bute to  carry  on  the  said  fishery. 

" Petition  of  George  James,  io  behalf  of 
himself,  and  divers  persons  of  distinction,  con- 
cerned in  a nalienal  Fidiery,  ptaying  letters  pa- 
tents of  incorporalion  to  enable  them  to  carry 
on  the  same. 

“ Petition  of  several  merchants,  traders,  and 
others,  vchnse  names  are  thprumito  subscribed, 
praying  to  be  incorporated  for  reviving  and 
carrying  on  a Whale  fishery  tj  Greenland  and 
elsewhere. 

" Petition  of  sir  Jnhn  Lninherr,  btkI  others 
thereto  sub'-cribing,  on  heindl  of  tlietuKlves, 
and  a great  number  of  niercluims,  proving  tu 
be  incorporated  for  cariying  ou  a Greenland 
Trade,  and  ptirlicuiarly  a Wlialefisliery  in  Da- 
vis's Stroights. 

“ Another  petition  fitr  a Greenland  trade. 

*•  Petition  of  several  merchants,  gentlemen, 
and  citirens  thereto  subscribing,  preying  to  he 
incorporated  fot  buying  or  building  of  ships  to 
let  or  freiglit. 

*'  Petition  of  Samuel  Antrim,  and  others, 
praying  letters  patents  fur  sowing  hemp  aud 
dai. 

" Petition  of  several  merchants,  masters  of 
alups,  sail-makers,  aud  manufacturers  of  sail- 
clotb,  praying  a charter  for  an  incorporation, 
CO  enable  them  to  carry  on  and  promote  the 
iaidinanufavtory"b/AjbifitM'ofik.  ' ' ' " ■ 
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The  several  sums,  intended  to  be  raised  fay 
these  projects,  amounted  to  no  less  than  Soq 
' millions  sterling,  a sum  so  immense,  that  it  ex- 
ceeds the  valueof  all  the  lands  in  England,  at 
the  rate  of  SO  years’ purchase.  However,  the 
eagerness  of  getting  riches,  by  quick  and  easy 

“ Petition  of  Thomas  Boyd,  and  several  | 
hundred  merchants,  otvners  and  masters  of  , 
sliips,  sail-makers,  weavers,  and  other  traders, 
praying  a charter  of  incorporation,  impuwertng 
them  CO  borrow  money  for  purchasing  lands,  in 
order  to  the  maiiufaccuring  sail-cloth,  and  fiu« 
Holland.  I 

“ Petition  on  behalf  of  several  penons  in-  , 
trusted,  in  a patent  granted  by  the  late  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  ibr  the  making  of  | 
linen  and  sail-cloth,  praying,  that  no  charter 
mav  be  granted  to  any  persons  whatsoever  for  I 
mailing  sail-cloth,  but  that  the  privilege  now  j 
enjoyed  by  them  may  he  confirmed,  ami  like- 
wise an  additional  power  to  carry  on  the  coitun 
and  cotton-silk  manulaccures. 

“ Petition  of  several  citizens,  merchants,  aud 
traders,  in  London,  and  other  subscribers  to  a 
British  stock,  for  a general  insur.mce  from  fire 
in  any  part  of  England,  praying  to  be  incor- 
porated for  carrying  on  the  said  undertaking. 

“ Petition  of  several  of  bis  majesty's  (oral 
subjects  of  the  city  of  London,  and  other  parts 
of  Dreat-Bricain  thereto  subscribing,  praying  to 
be  incorporated  for  carrying  on  a general  insu- 
rance from  losses  by  fire  within  the  kingdom  of 
England. 

“ Petition  of  Thomas  Burges,  and  others,  his 
majesty's  subjects  thereto  subscribing  in  helmlf 
of  themselves  aud  others,  snbseribers  to  a fund  |, 
of  1,800,000A  for  carrying  ou  a trade  to  hit 
majesty’s  German  dominions,  praying  to  lie 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Harbourg 
company. 

“ PcfitioB  of  Edward  Jones,  a dealer  in 
tiraber.nn  Itclialf  of  himself  and  others,  praying 
to  be  incorporated  for  the  importation  uf  um- 
ber from  Germany.  | 

“ Petition  of  several  merchants  of  London, 
and  others,  praying  a charter  of  iucurpor.ttion 
for  carrying  on  a salt  work. 

“Petition  of  captain  Maepheadris,  of  Lon- 
don, loerchaut,  on  belmirof  himself  and  several 
merchants,  cbtliiers,  hatters,  dyers,  and  other  . 
traders,  praying  a charter  of  incorporation,  in>-  ' 
powering  them  to  raise  a sufficient  sum  of  mo-  i 
ney,  to  purehnse  lands  for  planting  and  rearing  j 
a wood  called  for  the  use  of  the  dyers. 

“Petition  of  Joseph  Galeiido,  of  London,  | 
snuff-maker,  praying  a patent  for  his  invention 
to  prepare  and  cure  Viiginia  tiiVfticco  tbrsnuff,  | 
in  Virginia,  and  making  it  into  the  same  wiliiia 
all  his  majesty's  domininns.”' 

LIST  OF  BUBBLES. 

Besides  the  Projects  and  Undertakings  | 
above-mentiuiied  many  others  had  been  set  up  , 
and  carried  on,  under  the  names  of  Bubbles,  ' 

••  fer  iron.  i 
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nie(ho<lj,I>a‘l, cliKUime.  <o  iqtoxicateU  the  J nicuc  exiratogmnC  RuUblcs  (i>niid  i 
Binds  of  «uu»t  people  gf  all  degrees,  chat  ihe  ] stribere : sofM  of  wli'iin  sold  tlii-ir  liri 

For  supplying  Lumlun  wiih  sea-coal,  a sub- 
jcripiion  of  tiircc  miliums. 

building  nnil  rebuilding  bouses  Uirougb- 
oot  nil  Euillend,  three  millions. 

Fur  making  of  muslin. 

For  cnrryiiig  on  and  improving  tbe  Briiish 

alluiD-worlis. 

Fur  elTuctunlly  souliug  the  island  of  Blanco 
and  Sal-Tariugus. 

For  an  engine  to  supply  fresh  water  for  tbo 
inhabithius  of  (lie  iiinii  ol  Deni. 

For  buying  and  imponliig  of  Holland,  Flnn- 
ders-Lacfc,  &c. 

For  improvement  of  lands  in  Great-Britain, 
fourmillioiiii  suliseriudiin. 

For  eiicQor.itfii’E  tnc  breed  nfliorses  in  Eng- 
land, and  improving  ufglebeaud  cliurcli-lniids, 
intj  TPpuiring  and  rebuilding  parsonage  and 
vicarage  bouses. 

For  making  of  iroD  and  steel  in  Grea(- 

For  improving  land  in  Flintsliire,  one  mil- 
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For  purchasiog  lands,  to  build  on,  two 
millions. 

Fur  trading  in  liair. 

For  erecting  sali-pnos  io  Uoly-Islund,  two 
millions. 

For  buying  and  selling  estuies,  lending  mo- 
ney on  mortgages,  &c. 

For  carrying  on  an  unilertnliiiig  uf  great  ad- 
TSntRge,  but  oobody  to  know  what  it  is. 

For  paving  ibe  streets  uf  I.oadon,  two  mil- 


Another  for  buying  tind  selling  lands,  and 
Icmliag  money  at  interest,  five  inilliuus. 

For  carrying  on  tbo  royal  fisliery  of  Grent- 
firitain,  ren  niillious. 

For  assuring  nf  soaineu's  wages. 

For  erecting  lonn-oSices  for  the  assisCBUce 
end  eacouragcmciic  uf  tbe  industrious,  two 
millious. 

For  purchasing  and  leasing  improvcablc 
lands,  four  millions. 

For  importing  pitch  and  tar,  and  other  naval 
swies,  from  N-irili-Britain  and  America. 

Fur  the  cloathing,  felt,  and  pantile  trade. 

Fur  purchasing  and  iuiproving  n manor  und 
royally  in  Essex,  &c. 

For  iuBuriiig  of  horses,  two  millions. 

. For  exporting  die  woollen  monuiaccure,  nnd 
tnij<ariing  copper,  brass,  and  iron,  four  uiilliuns. 

For  a grand  dispeiisarv,  three  niillinns. 

Fur  erecting  mills  for  inllling  of  lead,  aad 
purchesing  of  lead  mines,  Ac.  tno  millions. 

Foriniproviiig  the  nrt  of  making  soap. 

For  a setclemeiii  un  the  island  of  Santa  Cruz. 

For  sinking  pits,  and  mcliiog  lead-ore  in  Der- 
“jsnire. 

Formakuig  glass  bottles,  nnd  glass. 

Fora  wheel  for  perpciunl  motion,  one  miUiun. 


For  lusuriug  and  incccu-iiig  diikireii's  for- 

Fur  entering  nnd  loading  goods  nt  the  Cov- 
tum-liouse,  and  Air  pfguimting  busiiuss  fir 
mercliants. 

For  carrying  on  a woollen  manufacture  in 
the  North  of  Engluud. 

For_  importing  walnut-tree  from  Virginia, 

For  makiog  Manclieaicr  stufEs  of  thread  and 
cotton. 

Fur  making  Joppa  nod  Castile  soap. 

For  the  wrought  icon  aad  steel  uinuulkctiires 
in  this  kingdom,  four  millions. 

I'or  dealing  in  lace,  HoUaiuls,  cambricks, 
lawns,  &c.  two  millions. 

Fur  iritding  iii^  imd  improving  certain  com- 
modities of  the  product  of  this  kingdom,  &o. 
three  inillions. 

Fur  supplying  tbe  London  markets  with  cat- 
tle. 

For  making  looking  glosses,  coach-glasses, 
£:c.  iwo  millions, 

For  tlie  tin  and  lead  mlocs  in  Cornwall  nod 
Derbyshire. 

For  niajtingrapeoil. 

Fur  importing  bcaver-fur,(wo  tolUions. 

For  iiiukiog  pasteboard,  )>ackiiig-paper,  &c. 

For  importing  of  oils  and  other  uiaieridi 
used  in  (he  woollen  mnnufactur.;s. 

For  iiupi'oviog  and  lucrcase  of  the  silk  ma- 
nufaclurc.  ^ 

For  leudiug  money  cn  stocks,  unnuitiei,  tal- 

For  paying  pensions  to  widows,  &c.  at  tmoli 
discount,  two  millions. 

For  improving  malt-liquors,  four  miUjuas, 

For  a grand  American  fishery. 

For  purchasing  and  improving  fenny  lands  in 
Linculnsliire,  Iwn  millioas. 


The  bottomry  society. 

For  drying  malt  by  hot  nir. 

For  coiryiogon  a trade  in  tbe  river  Oroonoko 
in  America. 

For  tlie  more  effectual  Disking  of  baize  in 
Colchester  and  oilier  parts  of  Great  Britain. 

Fur  buying  of  naval  stores,  supplying  tha 
victuulliug,  and  paying  wages  of  the  work- 

Fur  implnying  poor  artificers,  and  furnishing 
merulmnls  und  otliers  with  watches. 

For  improvement  oftillsgc, and  the  breed  of 

Another  for  the  improvetoeut  of  our  breed 
of  borsfes, 

Another  for  insuring  of  horses. 

Fur  carrying  on  the  corn  trade  of  Great 
Briiuin. 

For  insuring  to  all  masters  and  mistresses 
the  lasses  Uiey  shall  sustain  by  servaou,  three 
millions. 
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MrriptioRs  at  a ^reat  profit,  wbereby  the  Ian 
buyers  nere  considerable  lustra. 

The  tramt'er-boulis  of  die  South-Ses  Com- 
pany were  shut  up  (he  whole  mimth  of  July. 
Dunog  (lia(  (line,  there  was  do  grant  vnriation. 


decreased  gradually,  from  above  1000  to  SQ)) 
in  proportion  aa  thethird  snbKr.piion  at  log^ 
rose  to  390  advance  or  clear  pru6c.  Iq  the' 
mean  time,  the  directors,  at  a meeting  on  the 


in  and  maintahiing  bustard  children,  two 
millions. 

For  bleaching  of  course  sagara,  without  (Uc 
use  of  fire,  or  loss  of  subsiiihce. 

For  turiipihcs  and  wharfs. 

For  insuring  from  thefts  and  robberies. 

Fur  eilracting  silver  tram  lead. 

For  making  China  and  UelJl  ware,  one 
laillioii. 

For  importing  of  tobacco,  nod  exporting  it 
again  to  ;swedeD,  &c.  four  millions. 

For  mukine  iron  with  pit  coal. 

For  rurnishiiig  tlie  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster,  and  the  suburbs,  with  hay  and 

For  a sail  and  packing-cloih  manufactory  in 
Ireland. 

For  taking  op  ballast. 

For  buying  and  fitting  out  ships  to  suppress 
^ For  fuiportbg  timber  from  Wales,  two  mi!- 

For  rock-snlt. 

For  (he  transmutation  of  quick-silver  into  a 
malleaUefine  meul. 

About  this  time  the  following  Ballad  was 
{fublicly  sold  and  cried  about  in.  Exchange 
Alley,  “ which  could  not,”  ssys  the  author  of 
the  Political  State,  “ but  be  grating  to  tlie 
ears  of  many  of  the  nubility,  gentry,  ofiicers 
of  the  army  and  other  penoos ; who,  by  this 
time  plainly  saw,  that  by  the  mysterious  manage- 
ment of  crafty  knuve>,  they  had  been  led  into  a 
iabynmb,  from  whence  (hey  could  not  get  out 
witlioui  the  loss  of  a considerable  part  of  their 
estates.” 

A South  Sea  B^ixau;  or.  Merry  Remarks 
opon  Exchange  Alley  Bubbles.  To  a new 
Tune,  culled,  ‘The  Grand  Elixir 5 or,  the" 
' Philosopher’s  Stone  discovered.’ 

1. 

In  London  stands  a famous  pile. 

And  near  that  pile  an  Alley, 

Where  merry  crowds  for  riche*  toil. 

And  wisdom  stoops  to  lolly. 

Here  sad  and  joyful,  high  and  low. 

Court  Fortune  for  her  graces  j 

And  as  she  smiles,  or  frowns,  they  show 
Their  gesCuies  and  grimaces. 

Here  stars  and  garters  do  appear. 

Among  our  lords  the  rabote: 

To  buy  and  sell,  to  see  and  bear 
Tlie  Jews  and  Gentiles  squabble. 

Here  crafly  courtirrs  are  too  wise 
For  those  wtio  (rust  to  fortunej 

Tliey  leeihe  cheat  with  clearer  ^cs, 

Wab'pedp  bebiird  tiKicartaih,"' 


Our  gre.itcst  ladies  hither  come. 

And  ply  in  chariots  daily; 

Oft  pawn  their  jewels  for  a sum. 

To  venture  iu  the  Alley. 

Young  harlots  too,  from  Drury  Lane, 
Approach  the  ’Clninsa  in  roaches. 

To  fool  away  the  guld  tbey  gam 
By  their  obscene  debauches. 

4. 

Long-IIends  may  tlirivc  by  soher  rules, 
Because  they  think,  and  drink  not; 
But  Huadiungs  are  oar  thriviiig  fuel!. 
Who  >mly  drink,  and  chink  not. 

The  lucky  rogues,  like  Spaniel  dugs. 
Leap  into  South  Sea  water, 

And  there  they  fiab  for  golden  fkogs. 

Not  caring  what  comes  a’ler. 

.5. 

Tis  said,  that  Aicbymists  of  old 
Could  turn  a braxeii  kettle, 

Or  leaden  cistern  into  gold. 

That  noble,  t«npcing  metol : 

But  if  it  here  may  be  allowed 
To  bring  in  great  and  small  tilings. 
Out  cuimiog  South  Sen,  like  a god. 

Turns  nothing  into  all  things. 

0. 

What  need  have  we  of  Indian  wealth, 

Or  commerce  with  mir  neighbours  i 
Our  constitution  is  in  healtb. 

And  riches  crown  our  labours. 

Our  Sooth  Sea  ships  have  golden  shrood^ 
They  bring  us  wealth,  'us  granted  ; 
But  lodge  their  treasure  in  the  clouds, 

To  bide  ic  till  it's  wanted. 

T. 

O Britain,  bless  thy  present  state. 

Thou  only  happy  natiuu ; 

So  oddly  rich,  so  madly  great, 

Since  Bubbles  came  in  fashion ! 
Successful  rakes  exert  ibeir  pride. 

And  count  their  airy  milhous; 

Whilst  homely  drabs  in  coaches  ride. 
Brought  up  to  town  on  pillions. 

8. 

Few  men,  «ho  follow  reason's  rules, 
Grow  fat  with  Soucli  Sea  diet ; 

Youog  rattles  nnd  unthinking  fools 
Are  those  thnifiuurisli  by  it. 

Old  musty  Jades,  and  pushing  blades, 
Who’ve  le.ifct  couuderatioii, 

Grow  rich  upace;  whilst  wfiser  beads 
Are  struck  with  admiration. 

9. 

A race  of  men,  who  t'other  day 
Lay  crush’d  beneath  disasters, 

Are  UQw  by  Stock  brought  into  play, 

' iAtidihhdhoiB‘Ioi'dk''shtt'inBSten. 
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flthofJnly,  resolved  to  open  their  books  for 
uking  in  snbicriptions  oftlie  lottery  tickets,  and 
oilier  short  annuities,  to  the  omouut  of  six  mil- 
liooE  sterling;  But,  though  they  did  not  then  think 
gtlodecliire  at  what  rate  they  ticsigned  to  cake 
those  effects,  yet  the  proprietors  entirely  trusted 
CO  liieir  integrity,  and  readily  aubscribed  the 
jdoe  on  the  14ih  nod  15th  of  clmt  nioiitb. 
After  which  the  books  were  strut  up.  From 
chat  time  to  the  end  of  July,  the  stock  fell 
grnduaily  from  about  1000  to  900,  including 
ihe  Midsummer  dividend.  In  the  mean  time, 
it  being  confidently  reported,  that  the  capital 
itock  vsns  to  bs  iiilarged  by  a fourtli  lubscrip* 
tisn  in  money,  some  uersons  in  eminent  stations 
desired  tbe  principal  managers  to  put  off  the 
subscription,  till  tire  proprietors  of  the  remain- 
ing part  nf  the  long  annuities  had  subscribed, 
since  tbe  taking  in  of  those  public  debts,  in 
order  to  make  them  redeemable,  was  the  main 
licw,  upon  which  the  mioisiry  and  tire  parlia- 
ment thought  lit  to  eucourage  the  South-Sea 
project.  Some  protend,  that  the  men  in  power 
made  this  step,  not  only  to  free  tlieinselves 
ftsoj  the  importunity  of  mnny,  w'lio  sued  to 
be  set  down  m their  iists,  for  a share  in  the  next 
subscription ; but  also,  in  order  to  reserve  part 
of  the  to  be  increased  capital  stock,  till  o new 
set  nf  directors  were  chosen,  who  should  have 
a share  in  the  profits  of  future  subscriptions,  in 
case  tbe  humnur  of  buying  up  tbe  same  atari 
advanced  price  should  last  so  long.  However 
that  be,  in  a committee  of  the  Directors  tlie 
S7tb  of  July,  it  being  considered  that  several 
persons,  admitied  as  subscribers  to  the  third 
suliscription  in  money,  bad  not  yet  mnde  their 
first  payment,  it  was  resolveil,  That  none  but 
the  Proprietors  of  their  capiiel  and  increased 
stock  should  be  admitted  into  the  next  subscrip- 
tion in  money,  at  the  rate  of  !iO  per  cent,  so 
that  a proprietor  of  1,0001.  capital  stock  should 
be  mtiued  Co  subscribe  200f.  In  this  Resointion, 
Uiey,  who  bitberco  had  carried  on  this  great 
project,  with  etjunl  skill  and  success,  bed  un- 
doubtedly two  things  in  view;  first,  to  allay  the 
Durmurings  of  many  of  the  old  proprietors, 
wbu  coniplaiDed,  chat  the  directors  and  great 
men  at  court  had  ingrussed  for  themselves  and 
iheir  dependants  most  of  the  profits  nf  the 
three  first  subscripiious.  And,  secondly.  That, 
mease  the  eagerness  of  buyers  should  abate, 
which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  daily 
lisking  of  the  price  of  Soucl>-Sea  stock,  tbe 


But  should  our  South  Sea  Babel  fall, 
What  numhers  would  be  frowning? 
The  losers  then  must  case  ihcir  gall, 
By  hanging  or  by  drowning. 


Five  hundred  millions,  notes  end  bonds, 
Uur  Stocks  are  worth  in  value ; 

But  ueitlier  lie  in  goods  or  lands, 

Or  money  let  me  tell  ye. 

Yet  though  our  fiircign  trade  it  lust, 

Of  mighty  wealth  we  vapour; 

When  all  the  riches  that  we  boast, 

Con5iitiij59T^,pf,P^er.(,ai..  ,i 


company  might  be  assured,  that  the  new  sub- 
senbers  would  make  the  several  payments,  to 
which  they  should  submit  thcniselves,  and  ibr 
which  their  capital  stock  would  be  a suffeient 
security.  On  tbe  other  bund,  many  of  the  old 
proprieton  were  so  far  from  looking  upon  this 
Uesolution  as  o favour,  that  on  tlie  contrary, 
they  did  not  stick  to  say,  ‘Tbiti  tbe  directors, 

‘ bavins  had  cream  for  themselves,  would  now 
‘ give  the  propHeturs  the  sour  milk.’  Thiscom- 
plnim  teemed  to  be  the  better  grounded,  be- 
cause it  was  well  kuown  that  those,  who  imd 
got  most  by  the  South-Se.x,  doily  endeavoured 
CO  sell  out,  and  secure  tiicir  vast  profits ; and, 
in  particular,  that  the  principal  projector  ef 
this  scheme  had  bought  considerable  estates  ia 
Norfolk  and  othercouiilies.* 

Pursoant  to  what  liad  been  desired,  it  was 
resolved  on  the  Sd  of  August,  at  a Court  of 
Directors,  to  receive  subscriptions  of  all  tbe 
remainmg  Long  and  Sliort  annuities.  Lottery 
Tickets,  and  other  Public  Securities,  both  re- 
deemable aud  irredeemable.  For  which  pur- 
pose the  Books  were  opened  the  next  day  at 
the  South-Sea  house,  and  condnued  so  till  the 
ilih  of  August.  Tbe  day  after,  the  Directors 
published  uie  terms  they  intended  to  allow  to 
the  proprietors.  For  every  lOOl.  a year  of  tbe 
LongAiiuuities,  they  offered^OOf.  in  the  capital 
stock  which  at  8001.  per  cent,  (tbe  price  then 
of  stock,  exclusive  of  the  Midsummer  dividend) 
amount^  to  3,300/.,  and  in  bonds  or  money 
400/.  making  in  all  8,600/.  or  36  years’  pur- 
chase. For  every  90/.  a year  of  tlie  Short  An- 
nuities they  allowed  300/  stnek,  which  at  800/. 
per  cent,  amounted  to  1,600/.  or  IT  years’  pur- 
chase, and  7-uinths.  The  redetmake  Annui- 
ties and  debts  (as  vrell  those  at  4 per  cent,  ns 
those  at  5 per  cent.)  were  to  be  taken  in  at  105 
per  cent,  and  allowed  for  the  same  in  capital 
stock  at  the  rate  of 800/.  per  cent,  exclusive  of 
the  Midsummer  dividend. 

Msny  of  tJie  Annuitants  were  not  satisfied 
with  these  offers,  which,  they  sud,  put  so  great 
a disparity  (no  less  than  near  half  by  halQ  be- 
tween them  and  the  former  subscribers;  fur, 
by  tbe  resolution  of  the  Directors  of  tbe  19tb  of 
May,  there  was  allowed,  fur  every  100/.  a year 
of  tlie  Long  Annuities,700/.in  the  capital  stock, 

* ilow  great  the  general  infatuation  or  thirst 
of  gain  was,  appears  from  the  following  in- 
stance: A pmp<^  was  offered  ‘ For  carrying 
' on  an  undertaking  of  great  advantage,  but 
‘ nobody  to  know  wliat  it  is.’  Tlie  projector 
farmed  a sciicme  for  half  a million,  by  which 
every  subscriber,  paying  down  two  guineas 
for  subscribing,  was  to  have  100/.  a year  foe 
every  100/.  so  subscribetl.  Bat  how  this  was 
to  be  done  did  nut  appear  in  the  proposals, 
where  it  was  also  said,  that  io  a month  thepor- 
ticulars  of  the  project  shimid  be  laid  npen, 
and  tbe  money  Bubscribctl  was  then  to  be  paid 
iu.  As  extravagruit  is  this  scheme  was,  the 
projector  in  a forenoon  received  1000  subicrip- 
tioni,  with  which,  amounting  to  3,000  guinea^ 
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besides  lOl.  per  cent,  fcir  the  Midsummer  di- 
TidetiH,  eud,  in  bonds  or  monef,  575/.  nil 
which  (compntine  the  suicit  ttc  800/.  [jer  Aiu. 
as  it  was  given  ta  the  present  !njbscnberi  t)f  the 
tihe  annuities]  amnumeil  to  0,735/.  whereas, 
by  these  insl  llrsolutinns,  there  was  allowed, 
for  tl>e  same  Anriilitics,  only  3,000/.  For  this 
reason  some  of  the  last  subscribers  went  to  the 
Souili-Sea  house,  in  order  to  wiliidruw  their 
edeccs;  but  they  were  told  by  the  clerks,  thut 
tliere  wes  uo  order  from  the  directors  for  de- 
lirering  them  bnck;  so  the  affair  rested,  for 
some  lime,  undetermined. 

The  uneasiness  of  the  Annuitants  put  n fresh 
damp  iipou  the  South-Sea  stock;  but  whet  o1- 
fected  it  more  was  the  boldness  nf  many  per* 
sous  coDcemed  in  the  illegni  projects,  who,  in 
npen  ddfinnee  to  the  I.ite  acta  of  parliaments, 
to  Uie  kina's  proclamation,  aad  tu  the  orders 
and  pruhibitiriiis  of  the  Lords  Justices,  carried 
them  on.  Sutnuof  tbelb  companies,  authorised 
either  by  chnrters  or  acts  ol  parliament,  d,d 
considertihle  prejudice  to  tlie  Suuth-Sea,  by 
endeavouring  to  pr'icure  subscriptions.  Upmi 
tliiv,  the  priucip:il  Directors  of  the.  South-Sea 
applied  (u  thiue  uc  llie  helm,  uml  obtained  an 
Order  against  tl.em  rivni)  the  Lords  Justices, 
wliich  svos  published  ui  the  Luniluii  Gazette  of 
August  the  2UUi,  ami  which  greatly  affected  the 
stacks  of  the  York-Buildnies  Company,  the 
Lustring  Cumpnny,  the  English  Copper,  and 
the  Welsh  Cupper  nnd  Lead,  and  of  other  ille- 
gal projects.  Thievery  modi  olarmed  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  these  comptmies,  some  of 
whom  sustained  considerHble  losses,  and  all  of 
them  saw  tbeir  extrnvagaui  hopes  end  eapecta- 
tioas  entirely  vauish.  Upon  the  murmurings 
Dccasioiied  by  their  disappointment,  the  Lords 
Jus^ces  ordered  the  Directors  of  these  Com- 
panies to  attend  them  at  a general  council,  the 
S3d  of  AngosC,  where  they  condesceuiled  to 
tell  (hem  the  reesnns,  iluii  had  obliged  t|ietn  to 
order  a prnsccutiou  against  them.  The  Di- 
rectors, both  of  the  Itoyal  Exchange,  iind  of 
tbe  Luodun  Aisurance,  attended  likewise,  cud 
were  cnutiomol  to  keep  strictly  to  the  liinitation 
of  cheir  charters,  that  uo  complaioc  might  lie 
against  them. 

The  Companies  ordered  tu  he  prosecuted, 
baviug  recovered  then-  frf^t,  aud  consulted 
able  lawyers,  seemed  resolved  to  stand  trial, 
and  assert  tlieir  rights  of  triauaging  their  own 
affairs  as  tliey  {dea'sed.  Tlie  Welsh  Copper 
luinm  were  yet  more  bold  and  refractory,  for 
that  very  day  (August  S3)  they  opened  their 
books,  and  made  transfer  nf  (heir  stock. 

Before  the  Lords  Justices  had  caused  their 
order  to  be  published,  Uiey  sent  a compliment 
to  tlie  priiice'uf  Wales,  to  acquaint  him,  that, 
tlie  Cotopnay  of  Enehsli  Clopper,  of  which  be 
bad  been  pleased  to  be  chosen  governor,  being 
illegal,  they  were  nhiiged  to  involve  it  iu  the 
order;  U|ioii  wliich  the  Prince  sent  n messenger 
tn  the  Company,  desiring  them  to  chouse  ouo- 

Alfibis  while  the  SnntlwSMSiocVcontinued 
siukuig;  sd't]tat"dfi'tliff'i/Ui'of 


[.1720. — PrincI/H/l  Occurrencet:  [6q.|  | 

to  830,  including  the  Midsoipnier  dividemf. 
whidi  having  given  tbe  directors  no  small  uu’ 
easiness,  some  of  their  agents  were  iniffiediaieU 
detached  into  Exchange-Alley,  in  buy  a can- 
siderable  qinuility  of  stock,  which  thereupo, 
rose  to  880/.  But,  the  huisiiur  nf  selling  out 
continuing  the  two  following  dsys,  the  stocks 
fell  aguin  to  820,  at  which  price  the  transfer 
buokv  were  opened  on  the  SSd  of  August. 
I'hat  day,  nnd  the  next  mimiing,  there  whs  a 
great  croud  hc  the  Soutb-^ea  house;  and  the 
aireetors  observing,  that  great  quaniiifes  of 
stock  had  been  bought  at  a thousand,  and  ereo 
nt  liigliur  rutis,  fur  the  opening  of  the  buoks, 
and  (hat  ihaoy  persnns  would  be  ohligml  to  sell 
nut,  in  order  tn  pay  the  difference,  wliich  could 
nut  fail  of  sinking  tlie  stock  yet  lower,  tliey 
came  to  u sucdrn  and  unexpeCTod  reviluiion  to 
shut  the  transfer  books ; and  the  next  d.w  to 
open  other  hooks,  for  taking  in  a money  suh- 
scription  of  one  million,  to  the  capital  stock, 
at  the  rate  of  1,000/.  for  every  100/,  capkol 
etuck,  to  he  paid  in  live  payments,  £0/.  pn  ; 
cent,  in  band,  mid  the  rest  iu  tour  equal  pat-  I 
menu.  AccordinglT  the  subscription  huoks 
were  opened  the  Slth  of  August;  and  there  I 
wm  sucira  crowd  of  sabscrilmrs,  and  among«t  I 
tjiem  not  a few  of  the  prime  nobility,  that,  in  I 
less  than  three  iiouis,  more  than  tbe  intended 
sum  was  aahicrihed;  uiid  that  very  aflernooii 
tins  fourth  subscription  was  sold  in  Exchange 
Alley  at  30  or  40  per  cent,  advance.  Toe 
next  day  the  principal  directors,  hiiviug  coa- 
sulied  together  about  their  future  nianageiDcnc, 
canietu  sevcralSesolutioiis,  of  which,  that  very 
evening,  they  informed  tbe  public  by  the  fol- 
lowing Advertisement: 

SoutASea  Mouse,  Aug.  SS,  1720. 

‘ The  couic  of  directors  of  the  Somh-Sra 
‘ Company  give  norice,  that  the  transfer  books 
‘ of  the  company  will  he  shut  from  ibeSMday 
‘ of  August  to  the  Slit  of  September,  in  otdrf 
• Co  the  admitting  as  well  die  proprietorsofthi 
■ original  cupital  stock,  aud  of  the  stock  for 
' the  Inst  Midsummer  dividend,  as  the  pn> 

‘ prietors  of  the  stock  for  ail  the  Long  Aonui- 
‘ tics,  6 per  cents,  aud  Tickcu  ol'Lonery  1710,  i 
‘ and  of  tlie  several  redeemable  debts,  which ' | 
' hare  beeu  subscribed  or  deposited,  or  audio- 
‘ rised  to  be  subscribed  into  the  capital  stock, 
‘and  also  the  proprietors  of  the  first,  second, 

‘ third,  nud  fourth  money  subscripiious  of  die 
‘ company  intoasubscriptinn  of  SO  per  cent,  of 
‘ the  oapitid  stock,  .upon  tbe  terms  agreed  opoii 
‘ by  the  court  of  direMora.  The  company  «ih 
‘ lend  the  first  payment  fur  the  intended  sub- 
‘ scription  to  all  the  proprietors  of  the  origiuol 
< Olid  dividend  stock,  and  of  die  suhscripdui)  in 
' the  LoDgAnnuides,9  per  cents,aad  Tickets  of  ^ 

‘ Lottery  1710,  ami  in  the  redeemable  debts!  j 
‘ and  of  the  first  and  second  money  solacrip-  I 
‘ lions,  without  trnnsferring  their  stock,  or  d^ 

‘ positing  die  subscription  receipts ; which 
‘ subscription  books  will  be  opened  on  the 

13di  of  SeuteuiW!  and  such  of  tbe  pro- 
■*'  prteiti'fsj  a/  do  i«  'wWi^lW  wiiliia  that  t»®*» 
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< will  be  excladed  the  benefit  of  ilie  eubscrip-  ‘ commnnuies  of  thU  nature,  but  tha^  in  hia 
. tioii.'  ‘ opinion, none  tier  )ierfomied  such  wonderful 

* tl.iiigsin^o  sliorta  time,  »s  the  Sowli-Seamti- 
The  ne«Hay  (.August  the  Q6iii)  the  transfer-  ‘ lingers  hod  brought  about : ihst  they  liad  dona 
books  were  upeni'd  again  ; but,  the  South-son  ‘ moie than  the  crown,  the  pulpll,  mid  the  ma- 
scock,  instead  of  ndvancirg,  fating  by  this  time  ‘ pi->twte  could  do;  for  tboj  bed  reconciled  all 
I'allen  under  80(),  (bo  dirtcti)r.>,  who  hnd  now  ' parties  in  one  common  iuiercsc,  and  thereby 
hanils,  lliuuglilfit  ‘ laid  asleep,  if  not  wholly  extinguished,  our 
to  Jr’nd  to  'tlieir  proprietors  4000f,  npou  every  ' domestic  jars  mid  animosities:  that  by  the 
1000/.  stock  for  six  month',  nt  the  rnleof  4 per  ‘ rise  of  their  stocks  (he  monied-men  bad  vastly 
cent,  which  enabled  sonic  ofthnie,  who  had  ‘increased  their  furtunes  : the  country  gemle- 
bnught  stuck  at  a liiglier  price  than  die  pre-  ‘ Hien  had  seen  the  valueof  their  lands  doubled 
>«ii(,  to  satisfy  their  creditors,  What  still  em-  ‘ and  trebled  in  their  hands ; and  they  had,  tic 
barrassed  the  dircctoni  was  the  case  of  the  An-  ‘ the  same  time,  done  good  to  the  church, not  a 
liuiltnits  and  others,  who  had  lalelv  subscribed  ‘ few  oflbe  rererend  clergy  having  gnt  great 
ilieir  public  securities,  and  who  llioughc  it  a ‘ sums  by  tliis  project : time,  in  short,  they  had 
great  liurdsliip  to  have  I I.e  stock  given  them  at  ‘ inriched  the  whole  nation ; and  lie  hoped  they 
800/.  percent,  when  it  was  now  little  above  ‘had  not  forgot  themselves.'  One  or  two 
700,  exclusive  of  the  Midsiitiimer  divideud.  In  members  of  (he  assembly  having  offered  to  speak 
iider  to  silence  tliese  and  the  like  mnriiiurings,  in  favour  of  ’the  annaicanls,  to  censure  the  coo- 
nlongconsulcatimi.on  the  30lh  of  .August,  after  duct  of  the  directors,  they  were  presently  hissed 
the  directors  c.tme  to  a rcsolucinn,  “ That  30  to  silence;  and  Mr.  Hongerfoid,  resunimg  his 
per  cent,  in  niimey  should  be  the  hatfyenr’a  speech,  continued  justifying  and  applauding 
dividend  due  nt  Christmas  next;  and  from  the  directors,  and  concluded  with  sum^ntting 
thence  for  twelve  years,  not  less  than  50  per  Mr.  Graggs's  motioy.  The  dnke  of  Portland 
cent,  in  inuiicv  shmild  be  the  vearly  diviiiend  spoke  on  tfie  same  side,  and  said,  ‘ tliat  lie  did 
on  their  stock.’’  What  effect  this  resoltillon  ‘ not  know  what  reasons  any.  body  had  to  Ke 
had,  wav  soon  after  lunnifest ; for,  though  it  'dissnii5fied;’andgav»ina&raug^toflheino- 
raised  the  stock  to  about  800  fur  the  opening  of  tion  for  returning  thanks  to  the  directors; 
the  bi.-oks,yet  it  soon  sunk  again,  and  in  about  which  being  read  bv  the  'clerk,  it  was  unant- 
three  weeks  fell  gmdarilly  lielow  .100.  mnosly  approved.  It  was  likepriseagreed,  fliat. 

The  Directors,  having  resiilvod  the'  future  di-  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Directors, 
videiiHs,  thought  it  time  to  procure  the  sane-  “ tlie  next  Chrisimiis  dividend  on  iJie  stock 
lion  of  the  whole  corporation  ! for  which  pur-  and  subscriptions  in  money  slionld  be  30  per 
pose  they  appointed  (Sefit.  8-)a  Oenertil  Court  cent,  and  ilint  a diviilcod  of  not  less  than  50 
lobeheld  lit  Merchant-Tavlors-IIall,  declai'bg,  percent,  perannum  bemaile  front  Cbrisimiis 
That  thisassemhly  would'beone  of  thi  half-  next,  in  half  yearly  payments,  for  not  less  titan 
yearly  general  courts  appointed  by  the  charter,  twelve  years,  upon  the  whole  stock  and  sub- 
anfl  to  chusea  cotnoiittee  of  seven,  to  inspset  scriptions."  Tfiey  likewise  agreed  with  the 
the  by-laws.  'Court  of  Directors,  to  omit  the  20  per  cent. 

On  the  appointed  day,  the  friends  of  the  Di-  subscription  in  money,  which  had  heen-iuienried 
rectors  took  care  to  repair  betimes  to  Merclmnt-  for  the  proprietors  of  the  original  stock  and 
Tajlors  Kail,  which,  by  nine  oViock  in  the  former  subscriptions.  After  which  a motion 
morning,  wus  filled ; and  many  priipvielors  nnii  was  made,  “ That  tlie  last  subscribers,  both  of 
annuitants,  who  endeavoured  to  get  in,  could  the  rcdecmable«nd  irredeemable  ftinds,  should 
nut  gain  admittance.  The  directors  having  liave  the  alternative,  either  to  withdraw  their 
taken  their  seats  between  eleven  and  twelve  i>rders,oraccept  the  terms  offered  them  by  the 
o’clock,  sir  John  Fellows,  sub-governor,  ac-  Court  of  Directors."  But,  the  question  being 
quainied  the  assemhiy  with  the  occasion  of  put,  it  wm>  carried  in  the  negative,  three  or 
their  mectinc;  read  to  them  the  several  Resolu-  four  voice.s  excepted.  Then,  upon  the  earl  of 
lions  of  iheCoiirt  ofDireciors  : luiH  gnvethera  Orkney’s  motion,  the  general  court  was  at^- 
an  account  of  their  proceedings ; ofthetaking  journed. 

mhothiheredeemablennduiiredeemahle  fiindsj  But,  though  the  Directors  carried  tlieir  mans 
and  of  the  ouhscriptions  in  money.  This  done,  point  in  the  general  court,  jvt  the  negative  put 
Mr.  Graggs,  senior,  made  a short  speech,  wherein  upon  the  rnction,  in  the  b«alf  of  the  last  sulw 
hecommended  the  conduct  rifthe  Directors;  and  scribers,  highly  increased  the  public  discontent, 
(•(Bed,  tliiit  nothing  enubi  more  effectually  con-  and  raised  such  a distrust  of  the  honesty  of  the 
irilmie  to  the  bringing  this  scheme  to  perfection  managers,  that  the  same  day  (SepC.8,)tbestocks 
than  union  among  tbernst'lves ; and  concluded  fell  to  640,  and,  on  the  morrow,  io550.  Dpoti 
with  a inntioa,  fur  thnuking  the  court  of  Direc*  this,  the  directors  resolved  to  open  the  transfer- 
lots  for  tlieir  prudent  and  skilful  management,  books  the  Monday  following,  which  having 
and  for  desiring  them  to  proceed  in  such  me-  thrown  some  damp  upon  the  Stock-jobbing  la 
^Hs,  as  titey  aliould  think  most  proper  for  the  Alley,  the  South-Sea  rose  that  day  (Sept, 
khe  interest  and  advantage  iifiiiecorporation.  0,)  to  640.  On  die  other  band,  several  of  the- 
Mr.Cr^swfis  seconded  bv  Mr.  Hunger-  last  subscribers  of  annuities  went  with  a public 
|crd,  who  said,  * That  he  bad  seen  the  rise  notnrytntbe  South-Sea  House,  to  demand  their 
•nd  fall,  the'dfebay'fctWrtiiihi'etuisndf'  ttieBj'  «am;"akia  opoftihe  i'eftw^t'f  th«"office»  to 
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dcUrer  them,  the  proprietor^  muria  their 
protests  iu  due  rorm,  and  resolved  to  seek  their 
reioeclv  at  law.  In  tlic  mean  time,  tlie;  loudly 
compliiiued  of  Che  unfair  manner,  in  which  they 
were  drawn  in  to  subscribe  their  annuities , for, 
Jt  seems,  at  the  top  of  every  pnge  of  the  sub- 
scripdon-boulc,  there  was  a sliort  letter  of  at- 
torney, whereby  the  subscribers  iinpowered 
three  persons,  ibereio  named,  to  accept  such 
terms,  as  the  company  should  think  6t  to 
give  them  furthcireflects;  which  they  altedged 
to  he  a mere  trick,  not  one  in  a hundred  of 
the  subscribers  hai'ing  read  the  iitSDariug  pre- 

On  the  lOtb  of  September,  the  directors 
caused  the  I'ulhiwiiig  adrcriiscmenc  to  be  pub- 
lished: ‘The  court  of  directors  give  notice, 
' chat  the  dtridends  fur  Cliriscmus  next,  and 
‘ afierwanli,  voted  by  the  geuenil  court  on  the 

* 8ch  of  September,  wliich  shall  become  due  on 
‘ the  four  money  subscriptions,  already  taken 

* for  tl>e  sale  of  the  stock  of  the  company,  wilt 

* be  allowed  in  part  of  the  payments,  which  alioll 

* become  due  ou  the  sabscriptions;  and  time 
‘ the  10  per  cent. stock  for  the  last  hlidaummer 
‘ dividend,  on  the  first,  second  and  third  of  the 
‘ money  subscriptions,  will  be  intitled  to  the 
‘ like  dividends,  and  be  allowed  in  further  part 
‘ of  tlie  payment  on  those  subscriptions.  Aad 
< whereas  the  transfer-books  of  the  company 
‘ were  advertised  to  be  shut  from  .the  disc  of 
‘ August  last,  CO  tbe  31st  nf  September,  in  order 
‘ to  the  making  the  subscriptions  of  SO  per 
' cent,  intondea  fiir  the  proprietors;  and  tbe 
‘ generiiL  court  liaviiig  since  agreed,  that  tliis 

* subscription  be  omitted,  the  court  of  directors 
‘ give  nncice,  That  the  transfer-books  will  be 
‘ opened  on  the  12ch  instant,  and  will  continue 
' open  as  usual.’ 

Some  of  the  managers  vainly  expected,  that 
this  advcrtiscmcoc  would  have  contributed  to 
the  keeping  up  tlie  stock ; but,  as  it  comioued 
sinking,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
more  effectual  methods.  They  made  some 
secret  advances  lowar'Is  nn  iption  with  the 
£ast-Iiidia  company  ; but,  a secret  committee 
of  that  company,  appointed  to  consider  of  their 
offers,  not  having  thought  proper  to  accept 
tbem,  they  were  ^rced  to  court  the  assistance 
of  their  rival,  the  Bank  of  Englantl.  Ac  the 
earnest  desire,  and  by  the  zealous  incetposicbn 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs,  several  conferences 
were  held  between  a select  number  of  die  di- 
rectors of  those  two  corporations;  which 
raised  to  greiican  ezpectatioa,  that  on  tbe  12th 
of  September*,  in  the  morning,  upon  a report, 


• “ Sept.  13.  I came  (as  I told  yon  I would) 
to  towne,  ill  order  to  adjust  the  matter  of  your 
Lottery  cicketls,  pursuant  to  the  iiilverCisemcnt 
from  the  Snuth  Sea  company.  Yesterday  was 
tbe  day  appointed,  butt  (as  is  customary  with 
them;  they  have  putt  ittof,  and  thoseconcemed 
■reto  wait  their  leisure.and  takesuch  satisfaction 
as  they  ihioke  fitc  to  give.  Wea  intide  them 
kings,  and  they  deal  wiili  every  body  as  such; 
thosQ  whoa'SlbB!u(‘'aQd  fabsU'ibis  are'  mt  dieir 


that  they  had  come  to  an  ngreemeot  fur  cir« 
culatingsix  millions  oftheSuutb-Sea  compaay'i 
bonds,  the  stuck  rose  ioimediacely  tu  670  • 

mercy ; iliosa  whoe  doe  noit,  are  to  be  opprest 
in  such  manner,  as  shall  fnake  what  is  due  to 
them  nf  little  use ; and  all  this,  I suppose,  they 
lire  to  be  supported  in,  Imving  engaged  the 
House  of  ComnioDS  soe  far  in  their  interest,  by 
wayes  obvious  to  every  body,  that  I tliinke  tbe 
iiaiioii  will  bee  to  beare  such  part  of  the  luste 
sustained  hy  private  persons,  as  llie  cuinpnay 
shall  tliinke  mi;  whilst  tbe  game  obtained  by 
fraud  and  viliinous  practices,  is  cu  tiime  t<i  thsir 
advantage.  I foresaw  this  from  die  beginniDg, 
and  have  as  many  u'iinesses  of  iit,  as  persons  I 
converse  wiili;  Gut  I on  no,  - I diougbi  they 
would  have  carrsed  on  the  cheat  sotoenbat 
longer.  Various  are  tbe  conjectures  why  tliey 
suffered  the  cloud  to  breakc  soe  'early.  1 made 
noe  doubt  butt 'twould  doe  soe  when  ihi-y  fmiad 
let  for  their  advantage,  which  note  living  the 
case  just  atc  this  time,  some  utliec  reason  must 
liee  found  ; and  llie  true  one  I take  to  bee, 
stretching  creditt  soe  far  beyond  nliac  'twould 
heare,  that  specie  proves  deficient  for  supporting 
let,  by  circulating  paper.  It  isuhseiviible,  iliat 
many  of  their  most  considerable  men,  uiili  ilieir 
fast  friends,  the  lories,  jacobices,  and  papists 
(for  tliese  they  have  all  along  bugged)  bava 
drawne  out,  securing  themselves  by  the  losses 
of  the  deluded  tlioughtiesse  numbers,  whose 
undei'staiidiiigs  were  over-ruled  by  avarice,  and 
hopes  of  making  mountains  of  mole  hills. 
Tiiousands  of  ianiilyes  will  be  reduced  to  l>eg- 
gery,  wbst  the  cmiscqueiices.  of  ilmt  will  bee, 
lime  must  shew;  I know  whnt  I Uiuught  from 
the  beginning,  and  feare  'tis  very  near  att  hand. 
The  consternation  is  inexpressible,  the  mge  It- 
yond  expression,  and  the  case  so  desperate,  thst 
I doe  noit  see  auy  plan  or  scheme,  -so  much 
as  thought  of,  for  averting  the  blow,  soe  that 
1 cao’i  pretend  to  gucsse  utt  what  is  next  to  bee 
dune. 

" Sept.  27.  The  Company  have  yett  come  to 
DOe  determination,  for  they  are  io  such  a wood, 
cbaithey  know  iiott  which  way  lu  tunic,  butt 'tis, 
giien  out  (1  suppose  by  direciioii)  that  they 
will  loiver  tbe  price  of  the  tliird  and  fourlb  sub- 
scriplioDS,  and  offer  more  reasonable  cermes  to 
the  redecmabics,  le.iviiig  in  iheir  option  the  ac- 
ceptance, nr  recuroeoftheirseverall  securityes, 
these  to  reniaio  on  the  foute  they  are,  till  dis- 
charged by  payment  in  mony;  uoe  doubt  att 
first  (bey  intended  nothing  Icsse,  hut  as  Mr. 
Budgell  told  tliem  iu  the  gunerall  enurx,  since 
the  mountain  would  nott  come  to  Mahomet, 
hee  must  goe  toe  the  monntaiiie.  You  mis- 
understood mee  in  tiiinking,  I expecieil  a spee- 
dy dissoluiiun  : that  hurl  been  considered  nod 
lav'd  aside,  notwithstending  which,  as  earnest 
aiiplicatinn  was  every  where  making,  ns  if  elW' 
lions  were  to  begin  within  a month,  this  wns  be- 
gun by  tbe  South  Sea-men,  and  great  sumes 
have  they  already  spent,  hutt,  if  I mistake  uut» 

they  will  meet  with  uoredisnupointmcnt3,chan 
'diey  cxpettedj'fbr  bysovtmi^demen.Utely 
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but  in  (i'B  nfiernuon,  as  soon  ns  thnt  report  , 
1VS5  knn>Tii  tu  be  groiiodles;,  the  stock  fell 
again  to  580 ; the  next  day  to  570,  and  so 
gradually  to  400;  which  increased  the  murmur- 
uigs  nnd  complaints  of  the  last  subscribers,  and 
exposed  several  of  the  directors  to  public  in- 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  who  was  paymaster  of 
the  army,  and  lived  the  greatest  part  of  tliai 
tuiumer  in  the  country,  to  avoid  giving  offence 
to  those  that  lind,  with  the  clirectorK,  the  ma- 
nngeinent  ol  tlie  South-Sea  affairs,  beiog  then 
ihmigbc  tu  liave  greot  credit  and  influence  with 
the  Bank,  was  sent  for  one  of  tlie  country,  aud 
importoii^  to  use  his  interest  to  indu^  the 
Bank  to  agree  to  a Proposal  made  by  the 


come  to  towne,  I perceive  the  very  name  of  a 
South  Sen-mao,  growes  nhomionblc  in  every 
country.  j 

“ I'our  remark  is  very  just,  that  if  this  great  j 
I,evinihnn  intended  to  have  been  directors  of 
the  whole  national  affairs,  as  well  us  of  the  coto- 
pnny  doe  full,  itt  will  necessarily  occasion,  such 
a convulsion,  ns  noe  lionest  mnn  desires ; but  I 
think  there  remains  a middle  way  between  the 
two  extremes,  by  supporting  their  creditt,  as 
far  as  in  reason  itt  ought  to  bee  supported,  dis- 
unguishing  between  whnt  ouglit  pruperlyto  bee 
csll'ri  creditt,  and  chitnericaH  calcalatiuov,  and 
the  one  is  certninly  practicable,  without  run- 
ning into  the  other.  A great  many  goldsmiths 
are  iilready  gone  of,  and  more  will  daily.  I 
^nestion  whether  one  (bird,  nay  n fourth  can 
stand  itt;  the  cause  of  which,  is  this,  those 
whne  had  cither  originully,  or  buying  with  many 
gott  by  taking  dilferences,  run  into  pretty  con- 
sidemble  quautityes  of  stuck,  nutt  heiog  there- 
with content,  buuresolvingtosittdown  with  no- 
thing lesse  then  hundred  thousands,  in  order  to 
obtaine  which,  gave  vastpminiuins  to  the  gold- 
siuitlts  for  mony,  pawning  (heir  stock  some  att 
four,  others  alt  five  and  six  linndred,  this  being 
lookc  oppon  as  good  as  land  security ; the  mo- 
ney thus  lent  by  the  goldsmiths  was  in  cash 
notes,  which  whilst  paper  had  creditt,  answered 
the  end  as  well  as  specie ; butt  assoon  as  a nin 
was  uppon  them,  they  found  (by  reason  of  the 
stocks  sinking)  their  pledges  would  nott  produce 
cash  to  answer  their  notes,  and  cIiuh  one  after 
another  are  they  every  day  going  ofi 

“ From  the  very  beginning,  I founded  my 
judgment  of  iha  whole  affair  uppon  this  unquea- 
cionahle  maxim,  chat  ten  millions  (which  is  more 
then  our  running  cash)  would  noe  circulate  two 
hundred  millions,  beyond  which  our  paper  cre- 
ditt extended  ; that  therefore,  when  ever  that 
sbooid  become  diiublfull,  bee  the  cause  wliat  itt 
would,  our  noble  state  mnehine  inu-it  inevitably 
full  to  the  ground,  oract  best  bee  brought  within 
toe  niocb  n narrower  conipasse  then  what  was 
projected,  tlinluuc  roast  sanguine  penplc  would 
nod  nothing  rooreapposicely  expressive  of  their 
vain  hopes  then 

^ortariaiij  muafes,  nascetur  ridiculus  mus. 

‘ 1 endea«iHir«i,  witii'SiRiicisfMand  fn«nd«> 
9 
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South-Sea  Company,  for  circulating  a number 
of  their  bunds. 

It  is  111  be  observed  thnt  nothing  of  this  kind 
arose  Irom  the  Dank,  or  was  at  (Jicir  motiou : 
and,  as  far  as  it  appean,  nothing  but  an  ap- 
prehension of  the  people’s  resentment,  with 
which  they  were  londly  threatened,  could  have 
prevailed  with  the  Bank  to  have  treated  at  ail 
with  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  involve 
tliemselves  in  their  calamities'  But  tlie  cla- 
mour was  irresistible,  and  the  Bank,  out  of  ne- 
cessity, hearkened  to  the  Proposals  of  the 
SoutU-bea  Company ; for  from  cheiu  every 
step  anti  motion  proceeded. 

The  first  expedient  wtis  fir  the  Bank  to  cir- 
culate bonds  ofthe  South-Sea  Company  to  a 
certain  value  for  n time  to  be  agreed  upon,  mid 
n proposal  to  that  effect  was.  on  tl.e  ICih  of 
September,  sent  to  the  Bank  by  the  Sub  and 
Deputy  Governors  of  the  South-Sea  Company. 

I'his  nut  being  relisbed  iiiiinediately,  it  woa 
proposed,  that  there  should  hen  meeting  of  a 
Committee,  consistingol  five  of  each  Company, 
at  the  post-mamer's  house,  where  were  likewise 
present,  lord  president,  Mr.  Secremry  Craggs, 
tliechancellorof  tlieexchequcr,  nnd  Mr.  Craggs, 
post-msster-general*.  The  meeting  was  un 

ly  iotentiun,  to  persuade  as  m:my  of  my  friends 
os  I conversed  with,  tusecure  the  irnm  chance, 
and  nott  ihp(at  least)  out  of  ihe.r  depth,  in  case 
they  should  resolve  to  goe  wiili  the  current. 
Some  few  were  prevailed  uppon  by  such  argu- 
ments ns  1 thought  well  founded,  w hose  henrty 
thanks  and  nckuoivledgments  I have  receiv'd  ; 
butt  the  far  greater  part  concluding  (as  I must 
own  I did)  (hat  the  thiug  would  have  been  car- 
ryed  on  for  some  longer  time,  have  on  this  sup- 
position, run  themselves  aground,  which  they 
dearly  repent : iuto  this  tliey  were  generally 
lead  by  assurances  from  the  gent,  whose  nose 
bled,aind  wlioe  himselfc  was  certainly  duped  by 
the  honest  directors  from  wliom  liee  receiv'd 
iiifnrmation,  wliilst  they  were  all  the  time  (un* 
derhand)  sdliog  out  as  fast  as  cliey  could. 
That  he  was  duped,  I lliinke  past  doubt,  from 
hisliatiog  by  bis  lufiiieoce,  brought  all  his  par- 
ticular friends,  and  even  bis  owne  family  and 
uearest  rclaiiuns,  soc  far  into  the  mire,  as  that 
few  of  them  will,  during  their  lires,  surmount 
thelosse,  nibets  of  them  aresoe  totally  undone, 
as  to  bee  beyoud  possibility  of  retrieving  itt. 
Possiblv,  before  the  end  of  next  session,  1 mav 
bee  ciOled  a South  Sevniaii,  for  I shall  nutt 
Join  with  iliose  whoso  losses  have  soe  far  exas- 
perated them,  as  to  bee  desirous,  out  of  revenge, 
to  run  into  extremes,  which  may  endanger  the 
nation.  Farewel. ’’—Cole’s  Walpole.  Corres- 
respondcDcc;  Mr.  lliomns  Brodnek  to  lord 
Chancellor  Middleton. 

* The  fire  directors  of  South-Sea  were.  Sir 
John  Fellows,  sulwgovnraor;  Charles  Joye, 
duputy-goveruor;  Sir  Theodore  Jansen,  Mr. 
Gore,  Mr.  Chester.  The  five  Bank  Directon 
were,  Mr. Hniiger,  governor;  Sir  .Tobti  Ward, 
Sir  Gilbert  lieatbcote,  Sir  Feier  Delm^,  Sit 
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ilia  10(!i  of  SeptvmWr,  direc  ilavs  after  die 

>'topui)il. 

This  confereace  laileil  ic.inv  hoars,  nidi 
great  reluctance  ou  the  pan  ui  the  Bank,  hut  . 
VOS  pressetl  with  so  much  eagerness  and  aiillio-  I 
rilj  on  (lie  iMiier  side,  Cluit  the  Bank  was  pre>  I 
vadi-il  upun  tu  )iieid.  ' 

It  »as  diuugtiC  pro^r,  before  (be^  parled, 
dmt  sumeiiiiiig  slwidil  be  reduced  into  nriiiag, 
as  a minute  ol  the  substance  of  what  had  been 
under  cuiisidurutiuii,  and  to  serve  as  a founda- 
tiuii  of  ■)  future  agreemeut  or  contract  betneuii 
the  two  companies. 

Iliare  was  some  litlle  dispute  wlio  sbouiil 
draw  (he  Minute;  hut  it  being  the  general  de- 
sire of  die  cuinpaii^,  that  Mr.  Walpiile  atiuuld 
do  it,  in  the  pieseiice  of  the  wliolc  iiieDiing,  he 
put  d<m  0 ill  writing  what  has  ever  since  been 
called,  The  Bank  Ckiniract,  and  which  was  in 
the  following  wnrtLs;  ‘ That  the  Bank  of  Eog- 
' land  shall  underiuke  to  cireubtte  three  mii- 
' linns  of  Soutlr-Sea  bonds  fur  one  year,  ut  a 

* premium  CO  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  com-  , 

* oaoies;  a subscription  to  be  taken,  fur  ena- 

* cling  the  Bank  to  carry  on  the  circuiaiiuu,  — 

* per  cent,  to  be  paid  down  by  every  iufaecnber, 

« aud  — per  ceui.  upon  every  cuil  at  u furi- 
‘ night's  Dutire;  the  contract  with  the  sub- 

* scribers  in  be  made  in  the  natureandfoniiwidi 
' former  contracts,  fur  circitlating  Exchequer 

* bills,  imd  die  chaiges  ufcireuiaciun  to  be  borne 
*■  by  tbu  Soutb'Sea  company.  That,  in  consi- 

* deraliurf  of  tins  .uiidertakiitf:,  the  ttouth-Se.! 

* co’iipany  shall  pay  the  S, 700, 000/.  to  be 
' paid  to  the  Bunk,  by  cutice  nf  parliament,  in 

* Soudi-SrA  stock,  at  a price  to  be  agreed  on 

* between  tim  two  cotnpauia.’ 

This  Paper  (tihicb  was  nil  that  Air.  Wuipnic 
ever  ivruie  K-liiting  eo  the  hUuir;  for  ut  ilie 
other  meetings  he  was  never  once  present}  bad 
no  Ulle  or  preamble,  signilyiDg  what  itiinpuned: 
tb«  premium /or  circulating*,  nnd  wbotivaseo 
be  paid  down  forihe circulation, ivasJefc  blank, 
and  the  most  material  port  of  the  wbule,  at 
what  price  tlie  Bank  was  to  take  the  South  ' 
Sea  Stock  fur  3,700,000/.  was  referred  to  asub- 
sequeiitagrcement.  So  it  could  tint,  with  any 
propriety,  be  called  a Cootracr,  but  ratber  a 
rough  draught  of  an  ngreemeot,  vuid  ofuUfurm 
or  any  manner  of  ubligitipo. 

The  next  dny  after  tins  meeting  (Sept.  CO) 
there  was  a General  Court  of  tlie  .^th  Sen 
Company,  at  Mercbam-TaylDt*t-h«ll,«here  air 
John  Fellows,  the  sub-governor,  acquainted 
them,  ' Tliar,  since  tbeir  last  meetmg,  their 
< stock  Imviiig  tMten  an  unmqiected  turn  to  the 

* disadvantage  of  the  company,  tlie  directors 
‘ liail  been  connihrng  whut  migiit  be  most  for 
‘ the  beoefit  ol'the  ciirparacion ; and  oonsidering 
r the  great  credit  the  Bank  of  Etq’h.nd  had 
rjustly  gained,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  tliey 
‘ had  thought  it  fur  ibar  interest  to  treat  wiili. 

' that  company  for  the  circulating  tlieir  bands, 

* and  to  gnnc  them  slock  at  a moderate  pricu 

* in  lieu  of  the  3,700,600/.  which  the  South-^Sea 

* Company  was  to  pay  them  at  Eady-dny  and 

* Mictand'i.tiSI  T7kl.  ircht  like'  -rOsuir 
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‘ of  tlie  meeting  itiuy  had  tlie  night  licfure  vrkh 
‘ some  gunilemeu  uf  Uie  Ihuik,  and  somepe,. 

' sons  of  the  lirsc  rank,  they  doubted 
‘such  on  aureemenc migiit  soon  be  |ierfectcd.' 
Ilcrtupon  Mr.  Dawson  movetl,  ' That  the  di. 

* rectors  be  iuipowcieil  to  agree  with  tlie  Bonk 
' oCEiigland,  or  any  other  persons,  to  circulate 
‘ (lie  company's  bonds,  ur  make  anv  uthcc 
' agrueineut  with  the  Bank,  urliich  they  sl.uuld 
‘ ju'lg®  proficr and  he  was  seconded  by  sir’ 
Juhii  Eyles.  Uereu)>iiu  Mr.  Ilungerfoid  moved 
for  ainemliog  the  latter  part  of  lbs  quevtiun, 
by  making  express  mentiou  of  that  other 
agreement.  But  Mr.  Pulteuey  spoke  for  the  I 
question,  ami  ihuuglic  it  best  to  use  a luiitude 
ofexpresaiou,  and  $o  leave  ihe  directors  at  li. 
beny  to  act  as  they  sliuuld  think  proper  for  the 
iiuerescufthe  cmnpmiy.  lie  utlded, ' That  » 

* wB.'  a mutter  ofsui  prise  lu  sre  what  a panic 
' bail  sei/.ed  upmi  tlie  iniiids  of  the  people,  at  n 

' time  when  Uir  natioti  was  iu  piofoiiad  peace,  ,\ 
' und  bad  nolbuig  <u  fear,  eitlier  at  Imuie  or 
‘ from  abroad.  Tmit,  indeed,  a rumour  Lad 
' been  universally  spread,  usifibe  armameut 
‘ nf  the  .Spaniards  was  drsigned  cither  agsioK 
' Puri  Malmu  or  Uibrutiur ; but  that  he  look 
' that  report  to  be  nlcugetber  false  aiijl  ground- 
‘ less,  and  only  inleuded  to  scamliOire  that 
‘ putenlntc,  ami  to  terrify  tlw  people  iierc;  for 
‘ lie  hiiuself  had  seen  and  perused  a cupy  of  a 
‘ letter,  wriiien  by  sbe  express  command  olTlie  I. 
‘ king  of  Spain  by  his  leci-aury  of  ttivto  to  Ihe  | 
‘ IliilishimiitsteralM.idiid,  abaolultdy  denying,  i 
‘ m iiie  strongest  Cerms,  any  dc-sigiis  uf  ike 
‘ Spanish  forces  aguinsi  any  of  liis  Briiauajc 
‘ majesty's  douiiiiinns.'  That  he  was  os  much  , 

‘ cnncenied  in  die  cuinpauy  as  most  people;  | 
‘ but  llnuncilwichstaudinglhis  generalatidierri-  { 
' ble  nlarm,  lie  bad  not  dispos^  of  any  pari  uf  i 
‘ hisftuck  ; Ibrtie  would  ihiukit  aioaiiilnlco  he 
‘ ricli,  if  the  uaiioti  were  ruined-  That,  how- 
‘ over,  be  lioped  the  ruse  would  be  quiie  olber*  ^ 
‘ «iso  ; and  be  doubted  not  but  die  cofopany 
‘ wouldsoon  berestored  tu  itsfortner  douriihii^ 

‘ condiciiin,  since  it  wus  like  to  be  supported  by 
‘4lie  Bonk  of  England,  a corporatioii,  wiu>  by 
' wise,  (bough  alow  and  cautious  measures,  bad 
r estaiilubed  iu  credir,  nut  ouly  at  bume,  but 

* evenamougforeignert.'  Upoiitbisthequestioa  i 
was  unauimously  ^recd  to.  Bir  John  Fellows 
Chen  factlier  acquamced  the  assembly, ' Tb.it, 

‘ the 4iruprieCorst>f  the  several  annuities  kiicty 
‘ subscribed,  us  w’ell  as  those  iiiteiesced  iu  the 

‘ twi>lnsimuney-6ubsr.rt|.ui>D!,  being  veryoiuij) 

! * dissocislied,  feariug  ibt-reby  to  be  great  losers, 

‘ die  directurs  hod  ihougl.c  it  proper,  (bit  | 

‘ die  terms  should  be  low  ered  lu  make  them 
‘ easy.’  Whereupon  sir  AlaUliaw  pecku* 
moved,  ‘ Tb.-it  power  be  given  to  die  directors 
‘ to  relieve  the  annuitants,  who  came  in  upon 
‘ me  last  subscription:  as  likewise  tbe  propriv 
‘ tors  of  the  tliinl  and  fourth  money-subscrip-, 

‘ lions.’  He  was  seconded  by  Air.  Cragp,  se- 
nior, who  among  other  things,  ssiid,‘That  no-  , 

‘ thing  could  lie  more  reasniinbie  and  just,  ibw 
‘ to  give  satisfaction  to  people  'who  had  trusied  > 

''’’tbu&&it)^isl'(kdd  estdiey'^lbllic  uopeo/i 
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* AnJ  tlist  it  ffuuld  be  a ucitoriout  robbrr;  to 
‘ Eske  Any  adrantaije  nf  their  contidencu  in  the 

* bi)noiir  ucd  integrity  of  the  directars.’  This 
gave  itccnainn  tu  .Mr.  Dudgel*  to  redect  in  n 
(peecli,  on  the  prodigious  leap,  Irom  a subscrip* 
lien  uf  •1004  CO  nae  of  1,0Q0L  whicli  left  sodi 

■ gap  in  the  buililiiiE,  os  would  ac  Ihsi  bring  it 
to  ibegntund.  lie  then  oUerved,  that  the 
fall  of  the  stock  wm  uoing  to  cbemoliciuus  ru- 
mour, thnt  livo  or  three  oflhevery  dircctota 
b:ul  bnsely  betrayed  the  trust  reputed  m llirm. 
U'lien  be  liad  done  speiiking,  Mr.  Chester,  one 
Ilf  the  directors,  spoke  in  riiiilicntiou  of  iiis  bre- 
thren, aad  said, ' ritnt  he  Lnew  of  no  proe^cii- 

< IDES  among  ebem,  hut  nlinc  were  intcndml  for 
' the  good  oft  he  whole  company : that  fur  bis  mrn 
' part,  be  bad  uoi  mid  tiny  of  his  stock,  nor  re- 
' sun'ed  to  binuelfany  more  nf  cbesuliscriplinns 
« th.in  what  was  allowed  to  each  ofthe  dircc- 
' tors ; and  that  bis  foitune  would  have  lieen  as 

< huge,  if  he  bad  not  been  ii  riirectur;  that  as 
'to  the  great  gap  hetaeen  ^e  second  end 

* third  suliscripnini,  in  mnney,  which  wns  nb- 

■ jeeted  ns  n wrong  sirp  in  tl»  inanugemeiit  of 
' Hie  company's  aflairs,  he  could  assure  them, 

* that  it  was  none  of  the  directors  fault,  since 
' they  ilesigncd  lojinve  tnnde  the  third  suli- 

■ scription  at  live  or  six  hundred Uiir,  llic  hu- 
' inour  and  eagerness  of  the  people  hoving  tun 
' op  the  Souih  Sea  Stuck  ur  sesen  or  eight 


* This  is  the  £ustAce  Uudgel  nUitdtd  to  by 
Pope. 

I '■  Thrice  TIndjel  aliuMta  apeak, bntthricesopprest 
I '■  By  potent  Arthur,  knocked  his  chin  andbreasL’i 

I b Let  Budget  charge  low  CIrub-SUeel  an  his  >iiiMI, 

I ' Aad  write  whaie'ur  he  pleased,  except  bis  will.” 
! “ The  last  line  alludes  to  Tindal's  Will : by 

I which,  and  other  indirect  practices,  Budgel,  to 
I the  exclusion  of  the  next  beir,  a oepheiv,  got  u 
I lilmsell  almost  the  whole  fortune  of  a man  en- 
I tireiy  unrelated  to  liitn.  Respecting  the  cir- 
I cumicnnce  hinted  at,  of  Eustace  Budgel  having 
forged  Dr.  Tindal's  Will,  the  reader  might  per* 
baps  wish  to  bsva  some  further  account-  Dr. 
Tiodal.of  All  Souls  Collie,  Oxford,  of  no- 
torious character,  the  Author  of  Chriacianicy 
u old  as  tlie  Creation,  lelk  the  following  Will, 
‘ I,  Matibow  Tiiidid,  he.  (after  a legnev  to  bis 
' maid-serrant)  ^ve  and  bequeath  to  l.usince 
' Badge!,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  hundred 
' pounds,  that  his  great  taJciiU  may  serve  his 
' c>  unciT.  &c.  my  strong  box,  my  rliamund 
‘ riog.  .MS.  books,  &c.  (Signed)  Mnt.  Timlal.' 

“ The  reverend  Nicholas  I'indnl,  his  ne- 
pliew,  nuiltor  of  the  Continuation  of  Rapiii,  de- 
bated his  suspicioD  that  this  Will  was  forged. 
This  was  generally  credKed,  and  BndgH,  in 
1737,  threw  hanselfoutofa  bout  and  was  drown- 
ed. lie  wrote  several  oftheSpeciators;,the  His- 
tory of  tbe  Boyles,  carls  ofShanuon,  he.  and  a 
*^kly  pamphlet  called  the  Bee.  The  cause  of 
his  death  was  supposed  to  have  bees  In  relation 
te  this  Will.”  Pope's  Works,  vol.  4>  p.  62. 
Bodies,  Edii..i«(Hk  „ . Ml,, 

VuL.  VII.  - ■ 
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‘ hundred,  they  could  not  in  {mideiire  open  n 
‘ subscription  at  less  chan  h Umusind.'  'He 
assembly  seemed  to  be  very  well  pleased  with 
Mr.  Chester's  speech;  but  many  wmdered, 
that  none  of  his  brelliren  look  thatoppoiiunilv 
to  clear  themselves,  ns  be  liad  dune.  Upon 
the  whole  lancier,  the  court  unammomly  ngiecd 
to  the  question  for  rolieving'lbe  last  labicribciw, 
and  then  adjourned. 

Two  days  after,  Sept.  92,  there  was  a Ge- 
neral Cnart  of  the  Bank  of  EnglanH,  when 
the  governor  ncqaainleil  them,  ihnc  this  uns  ' 
one  III  their  quarterly  and  half  yearly  nie«lm;>, 
and  that  iheir  directnr!i  had  come  to  n re*uiii- 
tion  to  declare  tbe  last  half-yearly  dividend  at 
four  percent ; lu  which  the  enure  having  unn* 
niuiously  ogre^,  the  governor  [iroceede>i,  My* 
ing,  ‘ He  presumed,  iKine  coaid  be  ienwrant 
' there  had  of  late  been  divers  mrctiiigs 

* niid  conferences  between  die  diran-irv  of 
‘ ilus  cnmpaDy  and  the  diicetors  of  tlic  Sonch 
' .Sea,  under  the  influence  and  ihterpnsicion  of 
‘ iiime  tmrsonsof  the  highest  figure  and  siutimi : 

‘ rhitii  they  Imd  made  no  ugreemi-nl  yci  wiili 
‘ the  SniitFi  Sea;  but  that  the  tlireciors  Imd 
' ilinugbt  St  to  come  to'  a resululiuii  upnu  rlie 
' inatifr.’  Then  ihe  resolution  was  rend ; end, 
wilhoilt  any  person's  speaking  to  it,  wus  imme* 
diately  Tnrmed  into  u qaettioii  to  ihiselTect: 

‘ That,  I'lr  the  better  support  of  the  public 

* Credit,  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  England 
‘ bo  iinpowered  to  agree  with  the  directors  of 
‘the  tiiiulli  Sea,  to  circulate  their  bauds  to 
' whiic  rum,  and  upon  a hat  terms,  and  for  » hat 
‘ time,  they  shall  think  proper;  and  Co  make 
‘ wiint  other  agresmenis  with  the  South  Sea, 

‘ itisy  shalljudge  to  be  for  the  interest  of  this 
‘ corpoiviiiuu whirh  question  was  instantly 
agreed  to  with  great  unniiiiiiity.  Then  the 
Guveriior  acquainted  them,  iliat  he  believed 
liuoks  would  bo  ready  tnr  a subscription  to  he 
tekua  in,  the  next  day,  forllie  purpose  nfon* 
said,  anil  tliae  it  would  be  on  tbe  usual  i<rriH>, 
15/.  per  cent,  deposit,  and  SL  per  ceat.  pre- 
mium, and  5l.  per  cent,  interest,  and  then  the 
court  adjmiriietf. 

The  DirecCursoftbc  two  Companies  being  thus 
empowered,  n Commillee  of  both  met  uii  the 
23rd  of  September,  and  n Proposal  was  mnde 
by  one  of  tbe  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, < That  the  3,700,000/.  (which  the  South 

* Sea  CompaoT  was  to  repay  to  the  Bank  at 
‘ f*dy-I>ay,  and  Michnelmns  lT2t)should  bo 
‘ subscribed  by  the  Bank  into  the  stock  of  tha 
' South  Sea  Compnoy,  for  whicli  the  Bunk  was 
' to  have  such  shnrex  ns  tlie  funds  would  pro- 
‘ diice,  the  stock  being  vulued  at  400/.  per 

Tim  Proposal  was  the  next  day  reported  at 
3 court  of  the  director  of  the  Bonk ; and, 
being  agreed  to,  wot  die  same  day  communi- 
cated, by  a director  of  the  Bank,  to  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company. 

I'liis,  in  short,  h the  History  of  the  fameus 
Bank  Cnniract,  which  hat  mnde  so  much 
nniac.  The  subsiaace  of  all  wliicii  is,  that,  in 
{h^ri,?ig,of|diBtr«»*tb«,Bstijk(’7W!  *|b>tight  the 
2X 
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only  resoarce  to  support  tlie  sinking  state  of 
the  South  Sea  Conipany.  Every  one  that 
was  tiionght  capable  of  pving  any  assistance 
was  called  io:  at  tlie  first  conference  Mr. 
Walpole  essisted,  and  the  Bank  was  persuaded 
to  ui.dercake  vsiiac  was  proposed  to  them: 
the  first  (fart  of  the  propnsiiiou,  and,  iudeed, 
tlie  onsinal  proposal  for  circulnting  the  bonds, 
upon  wliieli  the  first  conference  was  held,  was 
drop[>ed  by  the  South  Sea  ’Company ; and  the 
lasturiide  of  taking  Soo'h  Sea  stock  at  400f. 
per  cent,  was  carried  on  and  accepted  by  a 
committee  of  the  Bank  : and  this  example,  it 
was  hoped,  by  the  niHnagcrs  of  the  South  Sea 
aitliirs,  woiil^  fix  the  price  of  Soutli  Sea  stock 
nt  that  rate : but  they  were  soon  convinced  by 
the  daily  fall  of  the  stuck,  that  this  expedient 
would  nut  answer:  and  the  Bank  quickly  found, 
they  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  consent  to 
what  they  were  not  able  to  perform,  as  will 

presently  be  seen. 

Whuii  the  Books  were  opened  at  the  Bank, 
for  taking  in  a subscription  for  the  support  of 
public  credit,  the  concourse  of  people,  who 
reuriily  brouabt  ifi  tlieir  tnuiiey,  was  nt  first  so 
verv  ttfeal,  tluit  it  was  judgrd  the  wliule  sub- 
scnpiinn,  (which  wasincended  for  three  miiliiios) 
would  have  been  filled  tliat  very  day:  but  it 
happened,  that  tiie  fall  of  the  South  Sea  stock, 
and  the  discredit  of  that  company’s  bunds,  oc- 
casiniicd  a run  upon  the  most  eminent  gold- 
smiths and  bankers,  some  of  whom  having 
lent  out  great  sums  upon  South  Sea  stock,  and 
other  public  securiiies,  were  obliged  to  shut 
up  tlieir  shops  and  ubscoad.  The  Sword 
Hade  Company  (who  hitherto  had  been  tlie 
chief  cash-keepers  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Company) 
being  ainiost  drained  uf  their  ready  money, 
were  fiirced  to  stop  payment,  und  set  up  at 
their  olfice  written  bills,  giving  notice,  ‘That 
‘ they  would  pay  any  pare  of  their  notes  in 
' South  Sea  stock  at  400/.  per  cent,  or  pay 

* part  in  cash  on  the  ^lunday  following,  and 
‘ give  live  per  cent,  interest  on  tiic  rest  till 
‘ paid ; and  that  they  would  take  their  own 
‘ notes  in  paymeut  of  the  monies  they  had 

* lent.’  This,  being  looked  upon  as  a kind  of 
Bankruptcy,  increased  the  public  calamity, 
and  occasioned  a great  run  upon  the  Bank, 
who  were  obliged  to  payout  money  faster  than 
they  received  it  upon  the  subscription.  But  the 
fesi.val  of  Micbaeltfias,  on  wliicIi  the  Bank  was 
khut  uf  course,  gave  it  some  bre.athing  time. 

In  the  ine.m  time.  Sonih  Sea  Stuck  con- 
tinued sinking  till  Michaelinas-Dny,  nlien  it 
was  about  150,  at  wliicb  price  it  was  on  the 
2nd  of  February,  the  day  after  the  Houee  of 
Commons  accepted  the  1‘ropnsnls  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  whose  low  credit  appeared  yet 
more  plainly,  in  that  their  bonds,  payable  on 
Miclincimas  1721,  were  now  nt  above  25/.  per 

Pursuant  to  a former  Resulution  fiir  relieving 
(lie)astsubscribers,n  general  court  was  held  the 
SOthof  September,  wherein,  after  the  agreement 
with  the  Bank  was  mtified.  it  was  resulrcd  tliat 
theproprieWisof  tiiC'JTilirci'ttubie  debts,  taken . 


in  on  the  last  subscriptions,  should  be  allowed 
for  their  several  interests  in  the  funds,  die  same 
terms,  in  all  respects,  as  the  Bank  ; and  that 
die  last  siiliscriplion  of  the  Long  Annuities 
should  be  valued  at  S3  years  purchase;  and  of 
die  Sliorc  at  47  years  purchase  ;*  to  be  paid  for 
in  stock  at  400  per  cent,  and  be  intitled  to  the 
hist  Midsummer  dividend:  And  that  all  the 
Annuitants  sliould  be  allowed  tlie  iiiiercsc  of 
their  annuities  to  ihe39tb  of  September.  It  was 
.-ilso  agreed,  that  the  third  subscription,  which 
was  taken  at  1000  per  cent,  should  be  reduced 
to  400  per  cent,  and  the  subscription  receipts 
given  out  accordingly.  That  the  100  per  cent, 
already  paid,  should  he  taken  in  part  of  the 
payment ; and  that  the  cemniiiing  300  per  cent, 
shuiiid  he  paid  in  nine  payments,  whereof  the 
three  next  payment?  to  he  at  40  per  cent,  each, 
and  the  other  six  payments  at  80  per  rent,  at 
six  iiiontliB  distance,  from  each  other ; the  first 
payment  of  40  per  cent,  to  be  the  Sd  of  July 
ir'si.  It  wa^  also  agreed,  that  tlie  fourth 
subscription,  which  was  taken  at  1000  per 
cent,  whereof  200  percent,  was  paid  dovrn, 
shuuid  be  also  reduced  to  400  per  cent, 
and  that  the  reuioioing  200  per  cent,  siiould 
he  paid  in  eiglit  equal  paynieuts  of  25  per 
cent,  .each,  the  first  uf  which  wds  lu  be  the 
26th  of  .September,  1721,  and  ihe  remain- 
ing payments,  at  six  muntlis  distance  from 
each  other.  That  interest  shouid  be  al- 
lowed to  the  company  from  Michaelmas,  1720, 
after  the  rate  of  5 per  cent,  per  ann.  tu  the 
respective  times  of  payment  of  the  said  third  and 
fourth  subscriptions;  And  thatthe  lOpercent. 
dividend  at  Midsummer,  should  be  alsoalluwed 
on  the  third  and  fourth  aubcriptiniis.  That  the 
prnpriebira  of  the  receipts  of  all  tlie  money 
bubscriptions,  should  be  allowed,  in  part  of 


* It  may  not  be  improper  to  insert  here  an 
Account  ut'  the  Long  end  Short  Aiiuities,  sub- 
scribed or  unsubscribed. 

s.  d. 

Long  Annuities,  per  ann.  - 666,321  3 3 


Fimt  subscription  - - - 427,340  18  9 
Second  subscription  - - 125,393  17  6 
Unsubscribed  ....  114,087  12  0 


Short  Annuities,  per  ann.  . 81,000  0 0 


First  subscription  ...  48,132  0 0 

Second  subscription-  - - 18,750  0 0 

Unsubscribed  - - - . 14,118  0 0 


Lottery  Annuities,  1710  - 

First  subscription  *•  • 
Seound  subscripiion 
Unsubscribed  . . - 

Redcciuables  - - - . 

Subscribed  - - - - 
Unsubscribed  - - - 


- 15,918  4 0 

- 14,906  6 0 

. 15,365  16  J 


16,546.489  7 1 

14,391,781  8 ft 
2,152,694  7 i 
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tlieir  poyments,  itie  jevcrni  diviciends  time 
sixiulii  lie  nude  on  die  stock  ol'clio  cuuipBny, 
ull  till  ir  pnymeiiu  were  cumpleteii.  Time 
gie  per  cent,  incereai  be  olluwed  un  >1J  tlie 
company’'  b mis  from  dm  aPtli  histunt  till 
lliey  sho'.M  lie'  rjiiiv  due;  and  dint  any  of  cbo 
compaay's  Imnds  sbuiii.l  r.e  ml'en  at  money  in 
thfll^upli  payment  ■(  i'.  'i.--.t  aubcripnm, 

whicli  "hiiiIiI  iieconiedui  '.'.a  Ich  October. 

These  Resoluiions  Raw  m,  h-f  iciion  to  U>e 
Auituitatits,  nor  pot  the  lensi  «t  ip  to  the  tail  of 
die  South  Sea  Stock.  The  INuk  iindini;  they 
weeeiiut  able  to&tein  thetirln, viith-iuc  expo'iiit; 
the  properties  of  their  oaii  principals  uml  ad> 
venturers  to  be  carried  anuy  and  lost  in  the 
cummon  deliiite,  tliey  nisely  kept  tbetntelvea 
out  of  the  geiieral  inundniinn,  and  (ltd  not 
care  to  bedrowoeil  vrith  those  Liicy  could  not 
save.  They  resolvni  to  drop  an  agreement, 
wbich  they  were  under  no  ohitgntnin  to  perform 
(hid  It  been  possible)  and  to  which  the  South 
Sen  had  no  power  to  compel  them.  Un  the 
lOdi  ofNiiveiiiber,  the  governor  of  the  Bunk 
reported  from  the  Cnianiittee,  appointed  to 
treat  with  the  South  Sea  Company,  tlint  the 
transactions  belweiti  the  Bank  and  that  Com* 
psoy  bad  hceu  iuid  before  council,  ou  belmif 
of  the  Bank;  and  that,  the  South  Sea  Com. 
pany  pressing  for  an  .answer  of  what  had  been 
done  therein,  the  governor  of  the  Bauk  had 
acquainted  die  deputy  governor  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  that  tlie  Committee  did  not 
tliink  lit,  fur  the  present,  to  proceed  further  in 
that  affair,  and  had  delivered  to  him  in  writing 
the  tollowing  Answer. 

‘ VVlien  the  proposition  was  offered  by  the 
'lords,  at  (be  meetiugof  the  Committees  of 
‘ both  Compantet,  as  a suitable  expedient  for 
‘ the  support  of  puldic  credit,  the  court  of  direc- 
' tors  of  the  Bank  shewed  their  readiness  to  join 
' in  any  measures,  that  might  teud  to  tJie  ser- 

* viceuf  the  public. 

‘ But,  some  di£culties  appearing  to  the 
' Committee  of  the  Bank,  they  liave  cotisiilted 
‘ with  their  council,  and  they  are  advised,  that 

* considering  the  nature  of  this  transnetion,  it 
' will  not  be  safe  for  them  to  proceed  upon  the 
‘ proposition  widiout  consent  of  parliament. 
‘ However,  they  t'oiok  it  reasonable,  that,  in 
‘ tlic  mean  time,  the  Cnmmittee  of  die  South 
' Sea  should  give  the  Committee  of  the  Bank 
*s>ime  accountof  ibeir  estate,  for  the  aatisfoc* 
‘ lion  of  their  principals.' 

About  a week  after,  the  foliowiug  paper 
was  sent  to  tlie  Bank  from  die  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  ; ‘ My  lords  desire,  that  tlie  diScul' 
‘ ties  which  have  arisen  (and  upon  wliicb,  they 
‘say,  they  have  consult^  their  own  council) 
‘ concerning  the  late  agreement  between  them 
' and  the  South  Sea  Company,  may  be  put  in 
’wnciti);,  and  delivered  t»  lEieir  Iord--(iips.  as 
‘ soon  as  possible,  that  their  lordships  may 
' receive  the  opioion  of  die  king’s  cnuncil.’ 

To  diis  the  following  Answer  was  given  s 
‘ The  Coort  iif  Directors  of  the  Bank  have, 
^ with  the  utmost  deference,  considered  tlie 

mesttgein 
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‘ pleated  to  send  them,  and  they  liiimhly  np. 

' prelicnd,  they  cannot  b(  tter  explain  them- 
'selves,  then  they  have  already  dune,  in  the 
‘ ninniier  they  have  Riveii  iu  theSoudiSca  Cotn- 
‘ paiiy,  acopy  wiK  rd.rt  was  delivered  to  you  rlnrd- 
‘ ships,  whidi  caiitains  the  substance  of  wiiaC 
‘ they  C'losullcii  witli  (heir  council  thereupon.' 

Tims  eodeii  the  transactions  between  the 
two  Companies,  wliich  (us  it  hss  been  sug* 
gmed)  «ere  carried  on  by  (he  autliors  and 
prmiioters  of  them,  with  a design  to  take  ad* 
vautuite  of  the  fii^t  rumour  of  this  supposed 
nsreement,  and  draw  in  unwary  persons,  who 
desirous  to  retrieve  their  fosses,  were  induced 
to  buy  stock  at  the  price  the  Bank  bad  speed 
to  take  it.  Those  who  had  countennncetl  and 
run  luioevery  part  ofths  South  Sea  Scheme, 
.and  were  conseqaently  deeply  involved,  were 
justly  suspected  of  lieving  contrived  and  taken 
ndviuitBge  of  the  conirnct,  by  which  means 
great  uumbers  of  deluded  people  were  uudoue. 

Thus,  in  the  space  of  eiulit  mosiIis,wcreeecn 
the  rise,  progress, and  fell, of  dmnnigtiiy  fabric, 
wbich,  being  wound  np  by  mysterious  springs 
to  a wonderful  height,  had  fixed  the  eyes  and 
expectations  of  all  Burope,  hut  whose  founda- 
tion beiug  fraod,  illusiou,  credulity  and  infe- 
tuation,  fell  to  (lie  ground,  as  soon  ns  the  artful 
management  of  the  projectors  was  discovered. 
The  ebb  of  tliis  swulu  fluctuating  credit  re- 
turned with  greater  violence  than  it  flowed,  and 
carried  every  tiling  before  it  with  that  prccipha- 
tioD,  that  the  application  of  the  ministers  of 
state,  and  the  directors  of  the  grent  companies 
jointly  and  separately  to  stop  it,  were  ineffectual. 
Express  aller  express  was  sent  to  Uauover,  to 
give  the  king  intbrmniion  of  the  state  of  affairs, 
which  was  so  urgent,  that  the'king  set  out  for 
England  sooner  tbnn  be  intended,  and  arrived 
at  LondoD  the  lltb  of  November. 

The  South  Sea  stock,  which  was  SOO  at  the 
king's  arrival,  fell  agaiu  upon  the  prorogation  of 
the  parliament,  from  the  25ch  of  November  to 
the  Sth  of  December,  to  ISS;  but,  on  a report 
that  the  mioistry  had  agreed  with  tho  principal 
directors  of  the  South  Sea,  die  Bank,  and 
East  India  Company,  upon  a project  which 
would  very  much  conduce  to  die  restoration  of 
the  public  credit,  it  rose  egain  to  310. 

SIXTH  SESSION  of  the  FIFTH  PAllLIA- 
MENT  ofGREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Kiug’i  Speech  at  t/ie  Operiifig  of  the  Set- 
non.]  Decembers.  This  day  die  King  come 
to  the  House  ofLords,  wbentfieLordCbancel- 
lor,  hy  bis  mnjesty's  command,  read  die  following 
Speech  to  both  Houses: 

" My  Lords  and  Gendemeo, 

“ Since  we  last  parted,  the  foce  of  our  nffuirs 
abroad  is  become  more  I'nvnurable;  the  pence 
to  the  South  only  wants  the  fomi  of  n Congress, 
and  that  of  the  North  is  brought  much  nearer 
to  a concliuian.  1 shall,  nt  a proper  time, 
order  the  several  Treaties  I have  made  to  he 
laid  before  you ; by  whioli  you  will  perceive  the 
ii»iejissii;0f «fMj«vp^  io,  j?#tfitl^b  a peace 
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lhr/JugKt>ot  Europe,  nml  to  scenre  ancl  jiippnrt 
ll'o  Protesiunt  religion:  nt  the  mine  time,  1 can 
never  sufficiently  express  ny  concern  for  the 
ooKnppy  turn  ot  ndaini,  »liirli  hus  sn  much 
•fleeted  the  PubUc  Credit  at  lioine. 

**  Genllemco  of  ilie  House  oi'  Commnns, 

" I do  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you, 
that  you  caosider  of  the  iitosc  cAcctual  and 
speedy  methods  to  restore  liie  National  Credit, 
and  fix  it  upon  u luting  foundution.  Yqu  will, 

I doubt  not,  be  aisisccd  in  so  commendable  ontl 
necessary  a work,  by  every  man  that  liives  his 
country,  and  especially  by  the  several  greai  So- 
cieties of  this  kingdom.  I hope  you  Kill,  on 
this  occasion  remember,  that  all  your  pru- 
dence, your  temper,  and  rcsobtion,  are  neces- 
sary to  find  out  and  apply  the  proper  remedies 
to  our  misfortunes:  which  will,  if  .you  spcctcd, 
serve  to  increase  tliat  reputation  you  Imve  so 
justly  acquired,particutarly,ir ynu  shall  be  able, 
notwitlistaixliiig  these  dimculties,  to  discliarge 
» part  of  the  Public  Debt. 

“ 1 have  ordered  the  several  Estimates  to  be 
laid  before  you  nf  the  cxpeoce  of  the  ensuing 
year;  and  must  desire  you  to  dispatch  ihs  Sup- 
plies oecessary  for  them. 

“ Aly  Lords  and  GeollemeD, 

“ 1 am  glad  to  observe  to  you,  that  our  tr.vie 
doesappearto  have  been  moreexteodedthis  year 
than  ill  the  preceding  one ; we  bare  the  most 
flourisliiog  navy  ofaoy  aation  whatsoever  to  pro- 
tect it:  and  lln.-pe  you  will  turn  your  thoughts 
t>i  the  best  methods  for  ilie  security  and  en- 
larging of  our  cutnaierce.  You  may  depend 
on  my  hearty  concurrence  to  ail  such  jirovi- 
siuns,  as  shall  iippear  to  you  necessary  for  the 
good  of  my  people."  _ 

The  JLordt'  Addreis  of  2^nks.]  The  Lords 
immediately  agreed  to  tlie  following  Address ; 

• “ Miat  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We,  Tour  majesty’s  most  dutiful  and  ioy^ 
tebjerts,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  tempomi  in 
parliament  asscrubleti,  beg  leare  to  retom  ynor 
majesty  the  Thanks  of  ibis  flouse,  for  your 
most  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne ; and  to 
congrutuiacc  yuur  nmjcvty  upon  the  near  pro- 
spect of  a general  peace  being  established 
throughout  Europe : and  we  do  nckoowlcdge, 
with  the  greatcStgratitiKle,  your  majesly’s  care 
aod  eadeavoors  for  die  security  and  su|>port  of 
the  Protestant  reiigion;  towards  the  attuiiiins 
which  great  ends,  your  mujesty  may  ’depend 
upon  our  atmo,t  support  ami  assistance. 

“ We  cannot  suificisiitly  express  to  your  ma- 
jesty how  miicli  we  are  coricerned  at  the  pre- 
sent unhappy  state  of  Public  Credit : nml  we 
do,  upoD  this  occasion . assure  your  mujeaty  of 
our  zealous  and  ready  concurrence  in  uJl  such 
ineLliails  as  shall  he  must  cflecntalund  speedy  to 
restore  it,  and  fix  it  upon  a Insthig  roundatjon ; 
and  also  in  nil  other  mensuriA  ilmt  may  tend  to  ; 
tlie  .seeming  and  enlarging  the  commerce  ofj 
these  kingdoms."  j 

The  King'tAneaw.]  To  this  the  gave 
the  fulluwa^  AodtstV: ‘ ''  '''' 


“ My  Lord*,  | 

“ I iliank  ynu  for  this  dotifiil  and  loyal  A<U  { 
dress;  and  I persuade  myself,  tlmi  yourteal  > 
for  the  good  of  yuur  country,  your  temper 
wisdom,  and  imnnimiiy,  will  greaily  contribute 
towards  extricating  us  oat  of  our  present  difii. 
culties." 

Debate  in  the  Cvmmont  on  the  Molien/or 
Address.]  The  Commons  being  returned  tu 
their  House,  I 

Mr.  Pufren^  moved,  “ That  an  hotabie  Ad-  ' 
dress  be  presented  CO  Ins  mqjesty,to  retom  him  ' 
the  thunks  uf  this  House  for  his  most  gracious 
Speech  frum  the  throne;  to  express  ihe  satis- 
laelion  of  his  faithful  Commons  at  the  near  ' 
pruSpecc  there  is  of  peace  being  establhhert 
througbooc  Enropc,  by  the  success  of  hisma-  ' 
jesty 's  endeavours;  to  ockiovrledge  his  majesty's  ' 
great  goodness  in  his  lender  concern  for  the 
misfortunes  of  bis  people,  occasiooed  by  d« 
tiulinppy  turn  of  nSoirs,  that  hath  so  much  af-  I 
feaced  cho  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom;  to 
assure  his  majesty,  that  this  House  will,  at 
tills  criiicol  conjunciure,  wherein  his  rnsjes- 
cy's  government  and  Ci.'j  inceccsc  of  bis 
people  are  so  highly  coiiecrned,  proceed  widi 
all  possible  care,  prucicucu,  and  temper,  to  iih 
quire  incu  the  causes  nf  these  mi3lbrtones,f 

* “ Dec.  10.  Upou  Wednesday  night,  aboui  | 
a hundred  members  met  at  the  SwreWiys 
office,  when  (according  to  custom)  ilie  kisg'v  I 
Speed  was  read,  and  a Resolution  was  pro-  | 
posed  for  an  Address  of  Thanks.  One  of  tlie  . 
company  said,  be  thought  the  directors  of  the  I 
South  Sea  Company  ought  by  name  to  be  r«-  , 

presented,  as  the  persons  to  whom  the  loss  of 
credit  ought  to  be  unputed,  but  condemning 
persons  onheaid  (liowerer  obnoxious)  was  not  | 
roasonable;  bnc  Cbatihe  end  might  be  attaiaed  c 
by  general  words,  to  wit, to  enquire  into  the  I 
‘ causes  of  these  misfortunes.’  This  was  very  [ 
rigoroBsly  opposed  by  some  few,  and  a greaC 
man  said  it  would,  instead  of  retrieving,  uoca-  I 
sioD  (probably)  an  utter  loss  of  it,  for  that  die  i 
directors  would  run  awny;  but  this  did  not  ob- 
tain. For  toy  own  part,  I thought  the  words  / 
folly  agreed  to,  when  uii  a sudden  it  was  ^ 
wliispered  about,  that  they  were  otnitte>i,  winch 
gnve  occasion  to  a friend  of  yours,  to  cidl  to  , 
ilr.  Secretary,  who  wos  reading  a subsequent 
paragnipli,  to  know  whether  the  amendniene  i 
proposed  were  insened,  ti>  which  he  aoswered  ) 
iio;  ‘fur  you  know,'  inys  he,  ‘ I am  to  oh-  • 
' serve  directions,  aud  members  calling  out,  I 
‘ reatl  on,  read  on,  I pmceedt-d  so  to  do,  witli- 
‘ out  insmiiig  chein.^  The  other  replied,  ‘I 
‘ tliought  the  words  agreed  to,  and  consequent-  ; 
‘ ly  imerted,  for  surely  half  a d-zen  near  »od 
‘ are  not  to  chink  of  deteimiiiiog  for  so  ureoc  a 
. * number : we  meet  here  as  1 apprehend  ^ , 
i ‘ deavour  so  to  understand  enen  oliier,  '®  V 

I‘ of  one  iniod  in  aiiuCher  place;  I think  it  ' 

‘ tlrerefore  incamhaiit  on  me  to  speak  piiuolj* 

‘ Thisresulatiiin  U to  he  proposed  loiHe  Honse, 

fl-lKrttS’lfta  ivbtds  yo«  ItsvftlteuK^'i 
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the  proper  remedies  fur  rrstering  emt 
jivng  I'<iUtic  Cretlii  upno  sucli  S'llid  nod  lasting 
ibdndatioiis,  as  nia;  cifecluallj  giro  ease  nnd 
(juiet  to  the  miiiris  of  liis  ranjesij’s  subjects; 
and  time  this  House  will,  with  readiness  and 
cheerfulness,  grant  theScTpplics  iiccessarj  for 
flic  service  of  Ilie  ensuing  year,  and  considerin 
what  inniiner  die  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
nation  ntiiy  be  best  secured  and  extended.” 

Mr.  Henry  Peiliam  seconded  tins  motion,, 
but 

Mr.  Skippen  offered  a clause  to  be  added 
after  the  words,  ' fur  rcsioring  and  fixing  Piib- 
‘ Itc  Credit,’  viz.  * as  fitr  as  it  is  canaistent  with 
‘ the  honour  of  parliament,  the  inu-rest  of  the 
‘ nation,  and  the  principles  of  justice.’  Mr. 


* uiay  be  ufiered,  and  I do  promise  you  upon 

a word  they  will  be  so,  alien  they  will  be 
y dehnted,  and  if  occasion  le,  the  ques- 
‘ tion  determined  by  a division.'  fllr.  Secre- 
tary iben  said,  propose  your  words,  which 
Ueiug  done,  they  were  without  more  ado  in- 

“ Tiie  motion  being  yesterday  made,  gentle- 
men let  themselves  into  themast  biller  invectives 
^iiist  Cite  mts-exccucinn  of  the  net  of  parlia- 
nieiic,  and  indeed  in  great  inensare  agaiii‘t  the 
art,  Its  vesting  too  large  powers  in  a set  of  men 
, who  are  now  colled  miscrennfs,  tlio  scum  of 
the  people,  andwmse  haiues  if  possible.  Thus 
are  we  nshnaied  of  whnt  raatiy  of  us  couCentIcd 
I for  last  year  with  the  grrslcsC  eagerness,  and 
that  upun  motives  not  fit  to  be  tnencioned. 
The  more  mudercte  few  (for  that  was  what  but 
tery  few  Imd  a riglic  to  call  ctiemseires)  laid 
I the  stress  upon  mis-execuclon;  but  even  upou 
ibis  head,  tlisy  want  great  lengths,  particularly 
sir  Joseph  Jcliyll,  who  said,  chat  he  could  not 
' but  thiuk,  at  iuosi  hope,  tiiaC  all  the  Directors 
were  not  equally  culpable,  but  sure  he  was,  liiaL 
seine  were  highly  ctmiinnl  who  were  not  direc- 
tors, Another  said,  the  luinistiy  with  only  a 
frown  had  been  ahln  to  put  a stop  to  all  ilie 
little  Bubbles,  in  order  to  deepen  the  water  for 
the  great  one,  whence  profit  was  to  arise.  A 
third  concluded  thus : This  parliament  begun 
with  a Secret  Committee  falling  upon  a prece- 
dent ministry ; and  why  mav  it  uot  coudude 
with  doing  so  to  another?  Wknt  your  friend 
said  Wednesday  night,  proves  Co  have  been 
well  judged,  for  upon  reporting  the  address 
yesterday,  sir  J.  J.  moved  no  amendment,  by 
insert'og  whnt  you  see  therein,  of  punishing  the 
authors,  which  went  without  opposition.  Others 
took  exception  to  it  as  too  fender;  this  not 
being  n party  cause,  arrows  in  fnll  vullies  arc 
let  fly  from  every  quarter. 

“ Thursday  is  appoinied  for  considering  tlic 
State  of  Cr^it,  nlieu  Mr.  Walpole  has  pro- 
tiiiscd  us  bis  thoughts,  and  though  his  friends  do 
uot  love  to  hear  of  a scheme  to  be  called  his, 
be  is  certainly  digesting  one,  which  we  are  then 
W have,  the  greater  part  of  which,  all  the  town 
know  already.”  Coxe’s  Wolpole,  Correspon- 
dence: Mr. 'n»inBS  Brotltick  to  lord  Cnan- 
Middi«qp,,  !■.  •:  ' m.-jsii 


I Shippen's  reasons  for  this  addition,  were.  That 
I ill  order  cflectuaily  to  remedy  the  present  mii- 
I ruitunes,(meaning  (lie  fatal  Soutli  Sea  .%ciiecne'> 
I it  was  ubsolu'ely  ntcessary  to  raaintaiu  the 
hnnnur  and  faith  of  parliamentary  engage- 
ments, and  to  shew  the  highest  resentment 
agnhisc  tbuse,  who,  abusing  the  trust  reposed 
in  them,  had  given  so  fetal  a wound  to  public 
credit,  and  enriched  .themselves  by  the  plunder 
of  the  nuiioo  i thtic,  in  his  opinion,  the  mn- 
nngeia  ol'  ilio  South  Sea  Project  were  not  tlie 
must  criminal,  sines  there  were  those  above 
liiem,  whose  duty  it  was  tfi  overlook  and  direct 
their  proceedings;  and  had  those  nl  the  helm 
interposed  in  the  affair  of  the  South  Sen,  oS 
they  did  in  the  esse  of  other  projects,  they 
would  have  prevented  that  disniJ  calamity 
svhieli  litts  since  betalleii  the  nation. 

Mr.  Stiippen  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Bromley. 

Sir  Wiltutm  JVj/ndAani  said,  Tlist  it  would 
be  n disgrace  to  a British  House  of  Commons, 
to  shew,  on  this  occasion,  less  vigour  and  spirit 
than  the  parliament  of  Paris,  (hen  sitiing  at 
Poutoise : that  Chat  pHriiament  was  justly 
looked  upon  u the  shadow  of  an  Englisli  par- 
liutneut;  and  yet  that  very  pi.rliaioenc  Lad,  by 
their  firmness  and  resolution,  carried  thetr 
point  so  far,  as  to  get  that  person  removed 
from  the  admiitiscratioii,  wliom  they  looked 
upon  as  the  author  of  the  present  uiisfottunea 
oflTaiice. 

The  Ltird  ^lalrsiciirfA,*  who  dpoke  on  the 


• “ Robert,  viscount  Moleswi,rth,  descended 
from  an  ancient  femily  in  Kurtlumptonshire, 
was  born  December  10db,  in  Dublin,  wherii 
his  father,  who  died  beforehis  birch,  bad  settled 
as  a merchaat.  He  was  educated  at  Dublin, 
and  displayed  so  modi  zeal  and  patriotism  at 
the  Revolution,  that  James’s  Parliament  se- 
questered his  property.  Tlie  victorious  Wil- 
liam, however,  rewarded  lifs  fidelity,  made  bim 
one  of  his  privy  conasellors,  and  sent  him  ns  his 
ambassador  to  Denmark.  After  aresidened' 
of  three  years  hlulcswarth  offended  the  Danish 
Court,  by  not  sufEciemly  respecting  the  cus- 
toms and  the  privileges  of  the  country,  and  left 
the  place  abruptly,  and  on  his  return  lu  Eng- 
land published  “ Au  Account  of  Denmixrk." 
The  book,  chough  well  received  and  translated 
into  sevend  languages,  offended  prince  Ocoige 
j of  Denmark,  by  representing  the  D.'inish  gn- 
vernmeiit  as  tyrannical,  and  a memorial  of 
compl.-'inc  was  presented  to  king  William,  and 
an  answer  prepared  to  it  by  Dr.  King.  Bat 
Moleswocih  disregarded  Uiesc  measures,  safe 
in  the  public  approbation  nnd  die  friendship  of 
tjlioftcsbury.  He  was  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  m several  parliaments,  but  rendered 
himself  obuoxioiis  to  the  clctgv,  by  uii  affecta- 
tion of  popularity,  and  by  profane  insinuations 
that  religion  is  a pious  craft,  an  useful  state  en- 
gine, but  fer  inferior  to  the  principles  which,  in 
the  school  of  Athens  and  Rome,  lucked  ilieir 
attentive  youth  to  the  love  of  their  country, 
and  to  the  practice  of  the  moral  virtues.  As 
. succes- 
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time  side,  run  over  (Ik  king's  Speecli  from  the 
throne,  aoil  suiil,  He  was  glad  the;  were  tuld, 
lliBt  tte  peace  in  the  .South  onl^  wanted  the 
furin  of  a Congress,  wliidi  gave  him  hopes,  that 
tlie  difficulties  started  Spain,  in  reintiun  to 
Cihrdtnr,  weir,  at  Inst,  surmounted,  and  ciml 
we  were  like  to  preserve  that  imponuni  cun- 
quest  of  the  preceding  war,  together  with 
Putt  Mahon,  whicii  would  make  us  some 
amends  Tor  the  great  expence  of  blood  and 
treasure  we  hod  laiel;  been  at,  to  conquer 
Sicily  fur  tlie  House  of  Austria.  And  speaking 
of  the  South  Sea  calamity,  he  said,  Time  be- 
fore they  considered  of  the  proper  rrmedies, 
they  ought  to  enquire  into  tbc  cuusc  and  nn- 
ture  of  the  distemjier ; that  it  is  witli  the  body 
politic,  as  with  the  body  iiutural ; and  therefore 
they  ought  to  imitate  skilful  surgeons,  who,  in 
order  to  cure  a wound,  begin  with  probing  it, 
and,'  when  they  find  it  necessary,  make  inci- 
sions and  Bcarificatioiis  to  get  the  venomous 
core  out  of  it,  before  they  apply  healing  plais- 
ters  t and  that  they  who  I'ullow  n contrary 
method  ore  but  mere  empirics,  who,  by  using 
palliatives,  make  the  sore  rankle  and  fester, 
and  endanger  the  life  of  the  patient.  lie 
owned  it  bad  been  by  some  suggested,  tliat 
tiiere  was  no  law  to  punish  (be  Directors  of 
the  South  Sea  Company,  who  were  justly 
looked  upon  as  the  immediate  authors  of  the 
present  misfortunes : but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
tliey  ought,  on  tliis  occasion,  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  ancient  Romans,  who  having  no 
taw  against  parricide,  because  tbeir  legislators 

3osed  no  son  could  be  so  unnaturally 
ed,  os  to  embrue  bis  hands  in  bis  fathei's 
blood,  made  one  to  punish  so  beiuous  a crime, 
as  soon  as  it  happened  to  be  committed ; and 
adjudged  the  guilty  wretch  to  be  thrown  alive, 
sewed  up  in  a sack,  intn  llie  Tyber.  Con- 
cluding, That  as  he  looked  upon  the  con- 
trivers tmd  executors  of  the  villainous  South 
Sea  Sclicme,  os  the  parricides  of  tbeir  country, 
be  should  be  satisfied  to  see  iliem  undergo  the 
same  punishmeot. 

Sir  JoiepA  Jekyll  said,  That  as  he  doubted 
nut  but  among  the  South  Sea  Directors  some 
might  be  innocent,  and  others  crimiual ; so  he 
was  of  opinion,  there  were  those,  who  were 
not  Directors,  no  less,  if  not  more  criminal, 
than  the  Directors  ihemsetves ; and  who  there- 
fore deserved  an  equal,  if  noc  a severer 
punishmeuL  Addine,  That  upon  extraordi- 
nary emergencies,  where  the  laws  are  defi- 
cient, the  legislative  authority  may  and  ought 
tu  exert  itself;  and  lie  hoped  n British  parlia- 
liament  would  never  want  a vindictive  power 
It  punish  naiioDid  crimes. 

Mr.  Grey  Neville,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  some  other 


lion,  notwitlistanding  the  ecceniriciiy  of  Ins 

Erinciples,  lie  could  uoc  but  be  acceptable,  fnr 
is  abilities  niid  iiifluence,  to  Geurue  the  Fimt, 
by  whom  he  was  mode  a privy  cuunsellnr,  and 
created  a peer  ul  Ireland  m 1716.  lie  died 
2l2d  May  1725,  at  his  seat  uear  Dublin.” 
LemprietB,,  1^  , j,,  . i ,,, 
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members,  spoke  also  fur  the  rlausc  ofrered  Lv 
Mr.  Shippeii:  hut,  nil  the  oilitr  bund,  it 
represenud  Ijy  Mr.  Crages,  Mr.  Philip  Yorlte 
and  Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  That  such  a re^ 
strieiioii  did  but  ill  suit  with  an  Address  of 
Thanks;  which,  in  their opiniun, ought tn  run 
ill  the  usual  form,  end  answer,  in  general 
terms,  llic  several  heads  uf  the  .Speech  froo) 
tlie  throne : that  as  to  ihu  main  drift  of  that 
clause,  they  thought  it  iiicousisieiit  with  the 
rules  of  prudence,  to  begin  this  session  witli 
irritating  inquiries:  that  if  the  city  of  Diodon 
were  on  fire,  they  did  not  doubt  but  all  wise 
men  would  be  for  extiuguishingthe  flumes, anj 
preventing  (be  spreadiug  of  tlie  conflagratiou, 
before  they  inquired  into  the  inceuiiiarics; 
that  ill  lilm  manner.  Public  Credit  having  re- 
ceived a most  dangerous  wound,  and  bviug 
still  in  a bleeding  cuudition,  they  ought  to 
ply  Bspeedy  remedy  to  it;  and  that  afberwards 
they  might  inquire  into  (he  cause  of  the 
resent  calamity.  Mr.  Walpole  declared,  Tbat 
e bad  never  approved  the  Soptb  Sea  Scheme, 
and  was  sensible  it  had  doac  a great  deal 
of  iDitcbief;  but  since  it  could  not  be  un- 
done, he  thuugbi  it  the  duty  of  ah  good  men 
tu  give  their  hdpiiig  hand  towards  retrieving 
it : and  that  with  ibis  view,  be  bad  already 
bestowed  some  thoughts  on  a Proposal  to  re- 
store Public  Credit,  which,  at  a proper  time,  he 
xvoold  submit  tn  the  wisdom  of  that  House. 

Hereupon,  the  questiou  being  put  for  iiiserl- 
ii^  tlic  clause  bemre-mentioned,  it  passed  in 
cbe  negative,  by  361  against  1U3. 

Dec.  9.  Upon  the  Report  of  the  Address  of 
Thanks,  a mucion  being  made  by  Mr.  Milner, 
member  for  Miiiehead,  for  inser^g  the  words, 

‘ And  fur  punishing  tlm  Authors  of  our  present 
‘ Misfoi  tunes,’  and  seconded  by  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  the  same  was  esutied  without  dividing. 

The  CormHOTis'  Address  Dy'37iflB?ts.]  Dec.  10. 
The  Cormnons,  with  their  Speaker,  waited  ou 
bis  Majesty  with  the  abovementioned  .‘Iddress, 
which  IS  as  follows : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

“ We  your  mHjeaty’s  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Biituio  in  par- 
liament assembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 
majesty  our  most  dutiful  and  hearty  Thanks 
for  your  tnosi  gracious  Speech  from  the  throne. 

“ We  can  never  saSicieiitly  express  our 
gratitude  to  your  majesty,  for  your  constant 
care  of  the  true  interest  of  your  subjects,  nor 
the  satisfiicuou  of  your  fai^ful  Counnons,  m 
seeing  that  the  just  iuliuence  of  your  majesty  s 
councils  abroad,  has  procured  so  near  a pros- 
pect of  u general  peace  throughout  Europe: 
which  is  a fresh  i:isience  to  them,  that  your 
majesty  places  yourgie.ttiiess  only  in  the  pros^ 
aud  happiness  of  your  people, 
f any  thing  could  more  effectually  endear 
yoor  majesty  to  us  than  the  mildness  of  your 

S;overnmeiii,  it  would  be  that  lender  and  uf- 
hetionate  concern  you  express  for  the  present 

,ini^urf,iH|Mi9f;yPM.peqpl^,  lowasioned  by  t“* 

9' 
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unlinppv  turn  of  a(r,\irs,  (hat  haib  to  macK  af- 
r«c!e>l  <)i<i  public  credit  of  (his  kingdom. 

« But  Tuur  I'lulhl'iil  Commons  are  rnci  toge- 
ther w:lli'minri!  fully  disposed  (o  take  tlie  imisl 
juitaniledeciuiil  methudi^and  to  do  every  tiling 
that  becomes  an  aSectionace  parliniiient,  nt 
this  critical  cuiijunctore,  wherein  your  mnjcs. 
t^')  government,  and  ilie  interest  of  your  peo- 
ple, ore  si>  liighly  concerned,  to  restore  und  fix 
the  credit  of  tins  nation  upon  such  solid  and 
lasting  fuuiidution,  as  may  elTcctually  give  ease 
and  quiet  to  the  minds  of  your  majesty's  sub- 
jects ; nail  neilaltcr  ourselves,  that  our  uiider- 
ukiiig  will  lie  the  more  easy,  since  n e are  de- 
termined to  proceed  witli  all  possible  prudence, 
temper,  nnd  resolution,  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  our  present  misfurtuiiea  ; and  with 
the  iiinturest  deliberatiun,  apply  ourselves  to 
find  oat  tlie  must  proper  measures  for  redresv- 
ing  them,  nn.l  for  punishing  the  authors  of  tlicm. 

“The  impr.iveioent  of  our  Trade  is  of  so 
public  ti  concern,  anil  so  necessary  for  the 
support  and  power  of  this  kingdom,  that  we 
will  employ  our  utmost  endeavours  to  consider 
in  wbat  mnnner'llic  commerce  of  tbc  untion 
may  be  best  secured  nnd  csieiided. 

“ And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  majesty, 
that  we  will,  with  all  cbecrfolness  and  unn- 
niinity,  grant  the  Supplies  wbicb  shall  be  ne- 
cessary lor  the  service  ut  tbc  ensuing  year,  and 
the  support  uf  y»ur  government,  upon  which 
the  happiness  of  the  nation,  tlie  liberty  of  your 
sutiecis  and  the  security  of  our  religion  so 
eut'irely  depetitl." 

The  King’s  Ana'er.1  To  which  llic  King 
returned  the  following  Answer : 

“ Gentlemen ; 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  this 
Address  ; nnd  as  1 depend  on  your  applying  n 
speerly  remedy  to  the  present  distress,  I nm 
personrled  you  will  take  Che  most  prudent  mea- 
sures cn  make  it  efTeccaal.” 

Debate  mi  orileriiii(  the  South  Sea  Company 
to  lai/  an  Account  of  their  Vroccedingt  ve/ore 
the  toffliT.'onj.]  Dec.  U.  The  Commons  in  a 
grand  comniiccee,  considered  of  cite  motion  to 
grant  a Supply  to  his  mujescy,  which  was 
uiiaiiiiTiously  agreed  to.  After  this,  Mr.  Grey 
Neville  moved,  “ Tliat  the  Dirccioni  of  the 
South  Seu  Company  should  forthwith  lay  hefiire 
the  House  an  Account  of  their  Proce^ings:” 
He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Piit,  and  bucked  by 
lord  Slolesworth.  The  courtiers  being  sur- 
prised nt  this  unexpected  motion, 

Mr.  Croggi  thereupon  endeavoured  to  shew, 
That  it  was  preposterous;  ami  that  the  House 
having  oircady  appointed  n day  to  resolve  into 
agraiid  committee,  to  consider  of  the  present 
State  of  the  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom,  the 
aatno  would  naiuraJly  bring  on  the  inquiry  into 
'he  conduct  of  the  Souih-Sea  Directors.  Mr. 
Craegs  was  seconded  by  lord  Hiiicliinbroke 
and  by 

Mr.  fibrntib  Walpole,  who  owned  indeed, 
That  the  Souih-SeaiiS^banKu  nvOs'is'eaU  iii.itS'i 


projection,  vitlaiimus  in  its  execution,  and 
calamitous  in  its  end;  but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
they  ought  to  begin  with  applying  a remedy  to 
the  evil. 

Mr.  Ruhert  Walpole  mlder).  That  as  he  Imd 
already  decinrerl,  he  bad  spent  sonic  time  upon 
a Pruposni  fur  that  purpose;  but  was  appre- 
hensive, that  if  they  wviil  Oil  ill  a warm,  pas- 
sionate way,  the  said  scheme  might  be  rendered 
alcugeiher  impraciicable  ; therefore  he  desired 
that  the  Hoose  would  proceed  rrguinriy  nnd 
calmly,  lest  by  running  precipitately  lino  odious 
inquiries,  they  should  exasperate  tbe  distemper 
to  such  a degree,  os  to  reader  all  remedies 
ineffectual. 

Sir  JorryiA  Jekyll  na  the  other  hand,  set  forth 
the  necessity  of  examining,  without  the  least 
delay,  into  the  conduct  of  tbe  Soutli-Sea  Com- 
pany ; to  see  whether  tliey  hod  mode  good 
their  engagements,  ami  strictly  followed  the 
rules  prescribed  tu  them  by  the  act  passed  last 
session  of  parliunieiit in  their  favour;  urging, 
Ttiat  this  was  the  most  natural  way  of  pro- 
ceeding in  BO  affair  of  so  great  importance  : 
that  on  the  contrary,  it  seemed  absurd  to  at- 
tempt tlie  cure  of  u distempc*  before  they 
were  acquaiuted  with  it : but  that  as  soon  as  it 
was  thoroughly  discovered,  he  hoped  ihnt  wise 
assembly  should  not  want  bebemes  to  apply 
proper  remedies  to  it. 

Mr.  Gifford  Lawson  having  supported  Mr. 
Neville's  motion,  the  courtiers  (liought  fit  no 
longer  to  oppose  it ; so  that  the  tnme  was 
agreed  to  without  n division*,  and  it  wasa^ 
cording!/  ordered. 


• '•  Dec.  13.  Tbe  motion  ofSaturtiny  (which 
I[met3tioned  in  my  last,)  was  yesterdey  put  into 
better  form,  as  you  will  see  By  the  votes:  the 
fir»t  qoestiem  mbvcrl,  was  in  very  strong  terms 
opposed  by  three  or  four;  for  ns  1 remeuiber, 
that  was  the  number.  On  tbe  atlier  hand, 
numbers  spoke  with  the  freedom  becoming  a 
Britisli  House  of  Commons.  The  first  ivho 
spoke  on  tbe  side  nf  ,tlie  question,  was  my 
quondam  colleague  (sir  Uirliurd  .Steele)  he  in- 
deed set  the  mniter  in  a clear  light,  by  telling 
us,  that  a iiatiou  of  more  wealth  and  greater 
credit  then  any  in  Europe,  within  less  than 
two  years,  was  reduced  to  what  we  see,  and 
too  sensibly  fed,  by  a.  few  cyphering  cits,  a 
species  of  men  of  equal  capacity  in  all  respects 
(that  of  cheating  a deluded  people  only  ex* 
cepted)  with  those  aiiitnals  who  saved  the 
capiinl,  who  were  now  to  be  screened  fay  thuse 
of  greater  figure,  for  whnt  reason  they  best 
know,  others  were  at  liberty  to  judge.  Ano- 
ther (in  answer  to  an  argument  ogaiuec  the 
questiun,  that  this  vindictive  justice  so  much 
contended  tor,  would  not  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed, for  that  you  would  not  be  able  to  come 
at  the  estates  of  the  delinquents)  said  he 
thought  all  the  laws  against  bankrupts  being 
enacted  into  one  against  the  Directors  (for  so 
he  would  alw.iys  caU  tliem,  ns  what  carrieA 
more  of  obloquy  than  uny  other  word  could  ex- 
,pii|w):tt«ulE{/’ia'hi$«pi.'u4f),'«>^l<lhb9end  pro- 
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I.  “That  Uie  D'.rertorsof  the  SobiL  Sea 
Company  do  forihnilh  lay  lerore  this  House 
aa  Aecouiu  of  all  cbeLr  Pniccedings  what- 
soever, rElntinpt  to  un  Act,  passed  lie  last 
session  of  uarimnienc,  imiiuled.  ‘ An  Act  for 
‘enabling  South  Sea  Company  to  increase 
‘ tlieir  present  capital  Stock,  and  Tuud,  by  re- 
‘ deeimng  such  public  Debts  and  Incuinbnuices 

• as  uie  tbereiu  inemiontHl  i and  fur  nusiiig 
‘ money  to  l«  applied  for  lessening  Severn]  of 
‘ the  public  Debts  mid  Iiicumbrunccs ; and 
' for  culling  iu  ibe  present  Escliequer  Bills  re- 
‘ maiuing  uncancelled  ; ami  for  making  forth 

* new  bills,  in  lien  ibereof,  to  be  lircuJoted  and 
‘ esdinujerl,  upon  demand,  ut  or  near  the  £x- 
' chequer.'  , 

S.  “ Thnt  ilie  iVanogers  and  Directors  sp- 
poiiicedby  clu'DirdsCiiixiiaissioiicrs  ofdm'Iren- 
sury,  by  virtue  ihc  taiil  Act,  do  furtbwilb 
toy  bciurc  this  Ilnuso  ull  such  Matters  and 
Things  0*  they  l«ve  dune  and  perfonned,  or  or- 
dered to  bs  done  and  perforuicfl,  in  relation  to 
the  s:iid  Act. 

3.  “ That  the  said  Alanagers  itnd  Directors 
do  forlhuith  lay  before  this  House  an  Account 
of  aii  Orders  they  have  ceceived,  t'roni  time  to 
lime,  from  the  Lords  CocamissiDuerg  of  the 
Treasury. 

4.  ‘•"  That  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Conipnny  do  fortiiwith  lay  before  this  House 
nil  Account  of  what  money,  and  Exchequer 
BilLi,  iutve  been  received  by,  or  for  the  use  ol^ 
the  said  Company,  since  the  22tb  day  of  De- 
cember 1710  ; and  the  respective  uses  and  pur- 
poses to  rrbich  the  same  lime  been  applied. 

3.  “ That  tbc  said  Directors  do  /□nhvviiL 
ley  before  tins  House  an  aburaet  of  rvfaai  pub- 
lic Debts  and  Iiicumbrnnces  bare  been  sub- 
scribed to,  or  discharged  by,  chesaid  Company, 
pursuant  to  any  act  or  acts  of  pDrliamciii  in 
that  behalf,  since  the  25th  of  December  17 19 ; 
and  ill  wbot  niiumer  such  subscriptions  were 
unde. 

0.  “ Tbiiubesaid  Directors  do  fortbwiih  Iny 
before  this  House  an  account  ofwbat  sun  or 
sumsof  money  have  been  taken  up,  ur  borrowed-, 
on  account  of  ibe  said  Company,  or  which  they 
Uaud  engaged  tbr,  upon  bills,  buuds,  or  other 
contracts,  under  their  common  teal,  or  odisr- 
vite,  since  the  SStb  of  December  1710.” 

Dec.  11.  Mr.  Pitt  complained  of  die  dila- 
tnriness  of  the  South  Sea  Directors  in  com- 
plying with  the  Orders  made  on  the  13ih  inst. 


posed.  Abundaoce  spoke  with  equ^l  bitter- 
ness, -and  such  was  tbe  geserol  outcry,  that  (he 
previous  question,  which  liad  been  demanded, 
was  uoc  thought  ht  Co  be  insisted  upon,  and 
they  were  too  nise  to  thsosver  tlieir  we^uess 
by  a division  upon  the  main  question.  How 
far  Ways  aud  Means  will  go  inwards  (heward- 
ing  tbe  blow,  1 know  bocj  thnt  tliey  will  be 
DIM,  1 am  satisfied,  buti  ihink  citero  is  a pos- 
sibility of  a disappointnieBi.”  C-oxe's  Wnl- 
pnle.  Correspondence:  Mr.  Tbuous  Orud- 
lick  toloi.’d'iftiddlilBn.'’-'  > ■-  .i  ■ • ' ■ ' i"-  "i 


-Debate  on  ilie  A’uwbcr  of  Land  Forcee.  f (,55 
by  die  House,  nnd  was  seconded  by  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll : but  sir  Tbemlnre  Jnusten,  member  for 
Yarmniich,  aud  one  of  the  Soutli^  Directors, 
hitring  assured  tiieio,  (hat  ihe  next  day  putt  ^ 
the  Paperscalled  for  would  be  IsiJ  betore  ibcni 
die  House  acquiesced.  ' 

The  said  ..4rco»'i7s  pruniUd  to  Ihe  Jfoase.l 
Dee.  15,  The  Sub-G«ve.nor  and  Deputy-1, 
vornur  of  dieSimtIi  Sen  Cuinjiaiiy  pruarmed 
ihe  House  several  j’spers,  whb  u SHiedule  of 
them,  which  was  read.  Uereu|nm  it  ms  nr- 
dered,  “ Tli.it  the  said  Puperi  be  referred  to 
(lieCumiiiitiee  of  the  whole  House,  wlm  were 
to  take  iiiln  consideration  the  pieseut  Stale  of 
the  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom.”  Tlien  the 
House  resolved  itwinuto  the  s.-iitl  Committee  1 
and  after  the  reading  of  thrive  Papers,  wt.kli 
losteil  uiitlll  about  loitrintlie  Diiermii.n,  Mr. 
Slopcr,  Mr.  Plummer,  Mr.  Milner,  sir  lliciiBril 
Steele,  ami  Mr.  Lawson,  made  sevcrsl  excep- 
tions to  the  conduct  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Directors; 
and,  in  particular,  to  their  lending  uut  vast 
sums  of  money  brlonging  to  the  Coiiijiarty, 
widinut  being  duly  authorised  for  limt  jiurpose  1 
hut  ns  the  Coinmittce  could  nor  regularly  pro- 
ceed in  timi  tnatter  witlumt  extict  'Accounts  nf 
these  Loiuis,  the  furthei'  consirieratioii  of  tlic 
present  State  of  the  Public  Credit  was  ad- 
journed to  tbe  19:h ; and,  in  the  mean  time  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  DlrL-ctora  of  the  Snuih 
Sea  Company  should  lay  before  tbc  House  se- 
veral Papers  rcinliiig  to  that  afTiiir. 

HtsoUitions  on  the  Sappfy.]  Dec.  19.  Mr, 
Forrer  reported  to  the  House  the  Kesoluiions 
of  itie  grand  Coinmiitee  on  the  Supply,  vir. 

“ 1.  That  10,000  men  be  allowed  fiirtLeser. 
vice  of  the  yeqr  1721,  beginning  from  the  In 
day  of  January  1721.  2.  That  4f.  per  man 
per  tooDtb  be  allowed  fur  mniniaining  the  saki 
10,000  men  for  13  months,  including  the  ord- 
nance fur  sea-srrvice.  8.  tW  2 19,010].  Us. 
be  granted  fur  tlie  orditiury  of  the  navy  for  the 
year  1721,  including  hnb’pay  to  sea-officers. 
4.  That  50,200].  be  giiinicdfor  excra-rupairi 
of  the  uavy  for  ilia  year  1721.  5.  That  tbe 
number  of  effective  men  to  be  provided  for 
gu.irds  and  garrisutiaiu  Great  Britain,  nnd  for 
Jersey  and  Guernsey,  for  the  yenr  1721  (in- 
cluding 1,8.59  invalids)  be  14,294  men,  cun- 
mlssiou  andinonrconuiiissiun  officers  included, 
d.  Tlmt  567,070].  3s.  4d.  be  grunted  for  the 
charge  of  tlie  said  14,294  effective  men.  7. 
That  150,748/.  13i.  4d.  4.  be  granted  lb r the 
land  forces  and  Barrisuns  in  the  Pluniotions, 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  provisiaos  for 
the  garrisons  of  Annapnlis-Koyal,  ClaceMia, 
and  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1721.  8.  Ik'd 

94,500],  begnintetl  upon  ocenunt  to  reduced 
officens  of  tbe  land  ibrees  and  murines.” 

Del>ate  on  the  Kssmiia-i/Land  Foreei.]  Tl'» 

Gratfuiirofthese  Ucsoluttonsbeing severally  toad 

the  second  time,  were  agreed  to  by  tbe  Housey 
but  the  fiflli  being  also  read  a second  tiuie; 

Mr.  iSAippen  represented,  That  a ' 

T«te  Bfebi|4bi»i^a'dynaiijiUb,part  of  th» 
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i^id-ForceSi  iiowon  foot,  might,  well  be  spared, 
and  ihe  saving  sum  opplied  towards  repair* 
•iug  the  public  calatuiiy;  and  therefore  he 
moved,  Tluit  the  saidSth  Resolution  be  re-com. 

He  was  hacked  b;  Mr.  Bromiej>,sir William 
Wyiidlmm  and  Mr.  llungerford  ; but  was  np* ' 
sfd  b^  lllr,  Robert  Walpole,  and  his  brother 
r.  Sotich  acd  aome  other  gentlemen,  who  cn- 
I dearoured  to  sliew,  7'bat  tJie  number  of  our 
forceswaa  somuderate,  chat  it  could  hardly  be 
I lessened,  even  although  a general  peace  were 
concluded,  without  exposing  the  natfou  either 
to  foreign  insults,  or  to  domestic  facdons;  and 
’ therefore  it  were  bigldy  imprudent  to  make 
any  reduction  in  tbe  army  before  the  conclu- 
I siun  of  the  peace : that  on  the  other  hand,  the 
sum  that  might'  be  saved  by  disbandings  or 
4000  meo  nos  very  inconsidershle,  and  ought 
I not  to  come  in  competition  with  the  advant^e 
of  being'b  a posture  of  defence:  Since  nothing 
contrihuces  more  to  the  public  credit  of  n 
free  nation,  than  the  being  in  a condition  not 
is  fear  any  thiug,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  question  beiug  pot  upon  Mr.  Shippen’s 
motion,  it  passed  in  tbe  negative,  without  di* 
vidiiig. 

Debate  in  the  Commmis  na  the  Stale  of  the 
Public  Credit.'^  Tbe  Commons  l>einginagrand 
Committee  to  take  into  hirther  consideration 
the  preseoC  State  of  the  Public  Credit  of  the 
kingdom, 

Sir  Joteph  Jekyll  moved,  That  a select 
committee  be  apptfinted  to  inquire  into  all  the 
Proceedings  relating  tii  the  Execution  of  ilic 
South-Ses*Acr,and  wassecoudetl  by  Mr,  Gil- 
friii  Lawson.  But 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  having-  represented. 
That  cboprooeeding-in  that  manner  would  take 
Up  a groat  deal  of  lime,  and  that  the  public 
credit  being  in  a bleeding  condition,  they  ought 
to  apply  a speedy  remedy  to  it ; that  mouon 
was  not  insisted  on.  Aller  this 

Mr.  Sloper  shewed,  That  the  present  ca- 
lamity was  mainly  owing  to  the  vile  arts  of 
Stock-Jobbers,  whereby  tbe  public  funds  were 
wound  up  far  above  their  real  vaiue- 

_Whicb  l«ing  readily  assented  to,  the  Com- 
mittee came  tn  this  Uesoludnn,  viz.  " That  no- 
thing can  tend  more  to  the  esinblisliinent  of 
Public  Credit,  thnn  preventing  the  infamous 
practice  of  Stock-Jobbing.”  'Tbeii, 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  nequointed  the  Com- 
Bitiee,  That  as  he  had  hiuted  some  days  be- 
fore, he  had  spent somelinie  upon  aScheme  for 
rvaMring  Public  Credit;  but  that  tlieexecutioQ 
of  it  depending  upsn  a position,  wbicli  hod 
been  laid  down  as  a ItmdamenCiil,  he  thoiigbc 
It  proper,  before  he  opened  the  said  scheme, 
to  he  informed,  whether  be  might  rely  on  that 
Wain  foupdatiou,  via.*  Whether  the  subscrip- 
hnns  of  public  debts  and  incumbniiices,  money 
nbscripiiims,  and  other  contraas  made  with 
(he  Souih-Sea  Company,  shouldremain  in  the 
present  state? 

fhis  question  being  Hated,  occasioned  a 

VoL.  VII. -.,1....  , 


warm  debate,  which  lasted  till  near  eight  ih 
the  evening,  when  it  was  at  Inst  resoiveil  by 
3S0  voices  against  117.  ‘ Tbnt  all  the  vuh- 
scriptioRSJsf  public  Debts  nnd  iiicutnhrancrt, 
and  other  contracts  made  with  the  SuotivSea 
CHsmpany,  by  virtue  of  on  act  made  lasisvssiuu, 
remain  in  the  present  state,  unless  alierud  li>r ' 
the  ease  and  relief  uf  the  proprietors  by  u Ge- 
uend  Court  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  or  sec 
aside  by  due  course  uf  law.^ 

Dec.  90.  Mr.  Fairer  reported  the  Resolu- 
tion of  t he  grand  Committee  onPuhlic  Creutt ; 
which  with  souie  amendments,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  viz.  “Thot  it  will  very  much 
cuniribute  towards  the  establiiliing  public  cre- 
dit, in  prevent  ilie  infamous  practice  afStock- 
Jobbiug  i"  nntf  a Bill  was  ordered  to  bebrouglii 
in  tbereiipon. 

Then  a inntion  being  made,  That  the  lions* 
do  u^ee  with  the  Committee  in  the  second 
Resoincioii,  there  arose  a very  narm  debate, 
thatlasted  from  three  o’clock  tdl  half  an  hour 
past  six  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole,  who,  with  bis  usual 
eloquence,  spoke  for  the  motion,  set  forth  the 
views  with  which  die  Snulh-Sea  net  was  made  ; 
to  wit,  to  consalt  the  landed  and  trading  in- 
terest of  the  nation,  by  lessening  its  incum- 
brances and  public  debts,  and  putting  them  in 
a method  of  being  paid  off  in  a few  years  ; 
which  could  uot  have  been  done,  unless  a way 
had  been  found  to  make  the  Annuities  for 
long  terms  redeemable ; nhicii  had  been  hap- 
pily effected  by  the  Sooth-Sea  Scheme,  without 
a breach  uf  parliasuentary  faith  ; aud  if  they 
should  now  unravel  nlut  liad  been  done,  they 
should  not  only  ruin  the  Sopilt-Sea  Company, 
but  instead  ofulcviatiug,  agsrarate  the  present 
misfortunes.  In  answer  to  tills, 

Sir  JbsepAJr&yf/ urged,  That  lb  order  to  re- 
medy the  present  distemper,  aud  restore  public 
credit,  they  ought,  iu  the  fit.st  place,  tu  resolve 
and  assert  public  faith,  equity,  and  justice, 
which  the  Soutii-Sea  managers  liad  nutoriously 
violated,  with  respect  to  the  first  and  second 
subscribers  uf  annuities  and  other  public 
debts : For  the  fonoer  had  not  the  stock,  to 
which  they  wereimiiled,  delivered  to  them,  till 
six  tnonclis  slier  tiiey  fiad  subscribed  their  ef- 
fects, and  when  the*  stock  was  fallen  nbov* 
half  in  its  price ; and  the  lutter  had  not  the  op- 
tion either  to  accept  or  reject  the  terms  that 
were  ofiered  them. 

Mr.  Wattle  haviiiE,  among  other  things,  re- 
plied, Tlmtif  any  injustice  was  done  to  the 
subscribers,  they  were,  by  the  Resololinn  in 
question,  lefl  at  liberty  tu  se^  their  relief  by 

iMr.  Lerhmere,  chancellor  of  the  duchy,  an- 
swered him,  end  insisted,  That  if  the  ^utb- 
Sea  company,  whom  the  parliaoteui  had  ap- 
pointed trustees  for  tlie  public  debts,  bad  cot 
duly  executed  that  trust,  in  relation  to  the  an- 
nuitants, the  Inner  could  seek  for  relief  no 
where  but  in  pacliameiit,  and  that  it  was  « 
duty  incurabeui  on  the  legislature  to  roiieve 
them. 

i.  tt.V.'.-l . I..,  i ..-.r.  1 
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Seijcant  Pengelly,  Mr.  Iluichcson,  ami  sume 
<'lhet  geutit.'tueii,  »pol.e  on  tlie  wme  side ; but 
wrro  hiimered  liy  Mr.  Secretory  Crsggs,  «ir 
William  Th'JiDpaou,  and  Mr.  HungerlnrnT  And 
ftlli.T  some  Qvher  speectics,  the  country  party 
muted  fur  adjouruing  the  debate;  but  the 
rtuciiinn  put  thereupmi,  being  encricd  in  the 
negatin',  hr  230  vmcea  ag.-tiiui  88,  tbe  House 
agreed,  witliool  dividiog,  to  the  »econd  (lesolu- 
uon  of  ihed&y  before,  abore-mentioned 

Mr.  R.  Walpole  pruenls  hit  Seheme  to  the 
Haute, jor  rritorm"  Public  Credit.]  Dec.  81. 
Mr.  Lotyndespreunied  b>  ibe-Commonsseveral 
AccouQts  and  Estimates;  after  '.vbich,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a grand  Committee 
Oil  the  Supply,  ami  ciune  to  several  Itesulu* 
tiuiis  ihcreupOQ.  Then  the  luembers  in  West* 
njiiisicr-hall,  court  of  requests,  and  places  ad- 
j.tcent,  having  been  suuimnned  to  nitend,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a srand  Cominittue, 
and  Mr.  llobert  Walpole  laid  before  them  a 
neiv  Scheme  to  restoie  Public  Credit,  • which 
was,  in  substance,  to  ingmft  niuc  millions  of 
South-Sea  stock  into  the  B:mk  of  England, 


• “ HaviiiR  thus  gradually  smoothed  his  wuy, 
and  oUaiiieJ  the  avoival  ut-  the  Commons,  that 
tlic  subscciptionsof  the  proprietors  of  the  debt 
shucld  be  considered  os  valid,  Walpotj  brought 
ibnvarti  tiis  scheme ; it  wns,  in  substance,  to 
engraft  nine  millions  of  stock  into  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  same  sum  inio  the  F.astlndin 
company,  on  certain  conditiuns ; tlie  remidning 
twenty  millions  were  tu  be  left  to  the  South 
Ifea  C'oinpimy.  In  his  spMcli,  recommending 
tills  plan,  Walpole  studiously  avoided  tbe  iii> 
truduuiiun  of  any  spccubtive  topics,  or  any  as< 
sertions  which  were  not  proved  by  papers  be- 
fore the  House ; He  promised,  and  freipieotly 
TL-peateil,  that  he  founded  his  calculations  on 
the  veracity  of  those  statemeuis,  and  by  his 
prudence  in  that  resMcc,  silenced  many  cavils 
which  must  neccssorny  have  arisen  froui  asser- 
tions less  closely  connected  with  obvious  and 
attainable  proof.  After  a few  objections,  made 
by  Ilutdieaon,  and  some  other  members,  it  wns 
•vilercd,  that  proposals  should  be  received  from  I 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  die  East  India  Cora-  j 
puny,  for  restoring  public  credit.  It  met  how-  ' 
ever  with  a warm,  but  fruitless  oppodtion  fmm 
the  three  companies,  because  neither  derived 
fratn  it  any  peculiar  advantage ; their  proposals 
were  presented  to  the  House,  nmt  a bill  framed 
accordingly.  In  its  passage  through  the  Cum- 
loons,  it  wus  in  some  respects  altered  and 
amended  ; but  the  principal  fentutes  were  pre- 
served. Tlie  chief  management  of  the  business 
wuscummiticd  to  Walpole,  and  ihongh  it  was 
violently  opposed  in  its  process,  yet  liis  pru- 
dence and  discretbn  either  gave  way  to  tbe  ge- 
neral clamour,  or  submitted  to  various  nmend- 
ments,  or  liis  weight  and  eloquence,  aided  by 
die  iiiRuence  of  goveniraent,  ohiained  a majo- 
rity in  its  favour:  it  pas^  the  House  of  Lords, 
u»d  received  the  royul  assent."  Coxe’s  Wal- 
pole. 


and  the  like  sum  into  tbe  East-lndia  Company- 
upon  the  conditions  therein  mentioned,  auj 
which  shall  be  speciAed  hereafter.  Mr.  Hutc^ 
sun,  and  other  members,  made  some  ex. 
ceptioiis  tu  that  Scliemc,  hot  none  oiferinea 
better  remedy  for  the  presentmisrnrtuoes,  Mr. 
Farrcr,  the  chairman,  was  directed  to  more  die 
House,  and  itwas  accordingly  ordered,  “That 
the  said  Cnmmitiee  hare  power  to  receive 
Proposals  from  the  Bank  of  Englond,  the  Soadv- 
.Saa  Company,  and  tbe  Rast-India  Company, 
towariis  restoring  Public  Credit.” 

The  Lurdt  appoint  a Day  to  coiitider  the  Slui 
of  the  JVultun.j  Ou  the  ISih  of  December,  the 
duke  of  Wharton  took  notice  of  the  pment  ca- 
lamitous State  of  the  Nation,  occasioned  by  tlis 
South-Sea  Project,  and  gave  suveral  instances  of 
die  unfair  inaiingemeut  of  the  Directors;  and 
moved  that  a day  might  be  uppniiited  to  con- 
sider of  die  present  State  of  the  Nation.  Dec, 
SOtb  was  accordingly  appointed. 

Dec.  SO.  The  Lord  iiorlh  and  Grey  stood 
up.  Olid  animadverted  on  some  liceuiiuus  and 
prophaue  writings,  that  struck  at  the  very 
foundation  of  Cbristiao  Religion.  Ihi 
lordship  tlien  took  notice  of  the  Soutb-Sea 
Priject,  which,  as  he  had  foretojd  eight  months 
beture,  [p.  646]  had  Leon  attended  with  sneh 
dismal  cou^ueuces.  He  was  seconded  by 
the  earl  of  Aylesford. 

The  Duke  of  IPilarhoR  spoke  on  the  some 
subject,  and  among  other  fraudulent  practices 
Ilf  tlio  South-Sea  managers,  instanced  in  some 
collusory  bargaius  about  stock,  between  the 
Sword-illade  Company  and  Mr.  Knight,  trea- 
surer of  the  Souib-Sea  Company,  coucludio^ 
He  hoped  tliat  noble  assembly  would  exert 
their  power  io  puimbing  the  villainous  projec- 
tors Bud  executers  of  the  SohUi-Sen  Sclieme. 
Then  the  consideration  of  the  State  of  the  Pub- 
lic Credit,  was  referred  to  a Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

Dec.  SI.  The  House  ordered  the  sevenl 
Accounts  relatbg  to  the  South-Seu  Company 
to  lie  laid  before  tbe  House;  and  a^ourued  to 
the  9ib  day  of  January. 

Debate  in  the  Cominon  on  the  AfulinyBiW-] 
January  4,  J7S1.  Mr,  Treby  moved  for  brini* 
ing  in  a Bill,  ‘ To  prevent  Sludny  and  Deser- 
tion,’ &;c.  and  wns  seconded  by  the  lord  Car- 
penter. Hereupon, 

Sir  Ji»«pA  Jehyll  said,  lie  could  not  hut  U 
surprited  to  see  a bill  moved  for  so  early,  wlurh 
seldom  or  never  used  to  be  brougtit  in  ootii 
towards  the  end  of  a session;  that  such  a hurry 
seemed  to  be  inteoded  to  stop  tlie  prosecolW 
of  the  authors  of  the  present  misfortunes : u»‘ 
they  all  very  well  knew  that  their  duvs 
iiunihcred,  and  that  as  soon  as  they  n»d  n**’ 
patched  tliemonoy  bills  and  the  bill  now 
ed  for,  they  should  immediately  be  dispnicnen 

home:  that  therefore  he  was  for  staying  thus* 

bills,  until  they  had  done  justice  to  tlie  natioUj 
who  called  aloud  for  it.  , 

Mr.  Craggt  said  tliereupcn,  Ho  wondered  w 
see  uojr  opposition  mads  jo  p,i^  W necelsary 
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far  the  safety  of  the  government,  especially  by 
a ptfMQ  who  had  received  signal  favours  tram 
(be  crown.  Upon  this 

Lord  Molesaoi'di  stood  up,  ond  said,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Isit  come  to  this,  diet  every  mnn  who 
lias  e place  roust  do  all  the  tlrudgery  iliat  is 
enjoined  him?  This  may  he  true  or  some  un- 
derlings; but  I don’t  believe  it,  I sni  sure  it  is 
false,  of  king  George:  be  commandB  his  ser- 
, rants  notbiug,  but  what  is  according  to  the- 
^ Irws,  and  for  the  good  of  his  subjects.  Then 
I Sir  Joseph  Jekyll  added.  That  he  was  os 
I lealnus  as  any  man  for  the  service  of  tlie  king 
I and  his  goveiiiinent!  but  be  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  doing  justice  to  the  nation,  aud  pu- 
Disbiug  those  who  had  brought  it  into  the  pre- 
sent calamitous  coudiiion,  was  the  most  ehVe- 
mat  way  both  to  serve  the  Liug,  aud  at  the 
same  time  to  discharge  their  duty  in  their  in- 
jored  country:  concludiug,  however,  tint  be 
did  not  oppose  the  bringing  in  of  the  Rill  in 
I question,  which  vins  thereupon  ordered  to  be 
I brooglit  in. 

Ddate  on  the  Bill  for  restraining  the  Sorith 
I Sea'  JJireclors  from  going  out  if  the  Kingdom.'] 
After  this,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  Commous  wore  to  go  into  a grand  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  fanber  Consideration  tlic 
present  State  of  the  Puhlip  Credit  of  this  king- 
dam  : But 

S)T  Joseph  Jekpil  resuming  his  Speech,  re- 
: presented,  That  before  they  proceeded  any 

^ urtber,  they  ought  to  secure  the  Persons  and 
Estates  of  those'  they  bad  reason  to  look  upon 
I as  the  Authors  of  the  public  misfortunes;  and 
I therefnre  )iu  moved,  “ That  leave  be  given  to 
' bring  in  a Rid  to  restniin  the  sub-governor,  dc- 
I ptity-gcivemor,  directors,  treasurer,  under-irea- 
I surer,  caidiier,  secretary,  and  accoununtof  the 
South-Sen  Company,  from  going  out  of  this 
I kingdom  for  the  space  of  one  year,  and  imtil 
I the  end  of  tJifi  next  session  of  parliament ; and 
, for  discovering  llieir  estates  and  effects,  and  fur 
I preventing  the  transporting  or  aiicnatiug  the 
> same.”  lie  was  seconded  by 
I Mr.  Horatio  Walpoie,  who  gave  some  io- 
stances  both  of  the  unfair  methods  by  whicli 
I the  South-Sea  Directors,  and  their  oSicers,  bad 
I got  immense  riches,  and  of  their  pride  and  iiiso- 
I lence. 

I Seijeant  Pengelly,  sic  Robert  Raymond,  sir 
' Philip  Yorke,  Mr.  Spencer  Cowper,  and  Mr. 

I Juries,  having  likewise  supported  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll’s  motion,  it  was  carrfcdiiem.  cou.  nud 
etdered.  That  the  said  Bill  be  brought  in  ao- 
I cordingly.  Upon  this 

I Mr.  S/itppen  expressed  his  great  satisfaction, 
to  see  a Rritish  llouse  of  Commons  resume 
. Ibeir  prisciue  vigour  and  spirit,  and  act  with  so 
great  unanimity  for  the  public  good.  He  owned 
die  necesMty  of  secoring  the  persons  and 
estates  of  the  South-Sea  Directors,  and  their 
BtScers:  hut  said,  That,  in  bis  opinion,  iliere 
weresomemeningreatstationfc,wn»m,intime,  ^ 
he  would  not  be  idnud  to  name,  who  were  no  \ 
tossiuiltyihantb^Directprs.  . |.  | 


Mr.  Craegs  being  snmewliat  nettled  nt  tliis, 
said,  Tiintbc  was  ready  to  give  sstisfnclinn  to 
any  man  that  should  question  him,  either  la 
that  House  or  out  of  it.  'fliis  expression  gave 
no  small  offence;  and  thereupon  iLc 
Lord  Mw/esrrurfA  replied,  Tiiat  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  a member  of  tlint  House  upniinls 
of  thirty  years,  and  never  liefore  iiuw  kucw  any 
man  bol<I'enoughii>  challenge  the  whole  Ibii'vc 
ofCommons,  and  all  Eiiginod  besides ; Thai  fur 
his  part,  though  past  sixty,  be  would  nnsner 
whatever  Mr.  Crag^s  had  to  say  witliiu  the 
House,  and  hoped  tlivrc  were  young  iiivnibcrs 
enough,  that  woulil  not  be  afrnid  to  hi6k  him 
in  tlie  f^e'ouiof  the  House.  Upon  this 
Mr.  Craggs  seeing  the  House  in  n great  fer- 
mciit,  gut  up  again,  and  said,  That  by  git  !ng 
satislaction,  he  meant  clearing  his  conduct. 

A CoKtriTTEE  OF  Secxecy  appnnled  to  in- 
quire into  the  Praecedingi  if  the  South-Sia 
/Jireclors.J  As  soon  ns  this  was  orer,  the 
House  debated  in  nhnt  mm-ater  they  should 
proceed  iu  the  intended  Inquiry,  whether  in  n 
Grand  or  a Select  Committee.  After  tong  dis- 
putes on  both  sides,  it  wns  resolved,  nem.  con. 
“ That  a Committee  of  tliirteen,  to  be  cliosca 
by  ballacting,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  all 
the  Proceedings  relating  to  the  Execution  of 
tbe  8outb-Sea  Act,”  This  done,  the  lord  Hinch- 
ingbrokc  reprcseiiierl ; That  it  was  to  he  feared, 
tlmt  before  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  brooght  in 
against  the  sub-governor,  deputy-governor,  and 
directors  of  the  Sonth-Sea  Company,  was  gone 
through  both  Houses,  the  most  criminal 
amongst  them  might  withdraw  themselves  out 
of  titc  kingdom;  and  tberefure  lira  lordship 
moved,  that  they  miglit  bf  immedinlvly  orrlered 
into  custody:  But  Mr.  Lccbmere,  baring 
shewed  the  iuconveiiiences  (hat  might  ensue 
thereupon,  that  motion  was  dropr. — Accord- 
uigly,  on  the  lllh,  serjeant  Mend  reported  the 
Names  of  the  Cominiltee  eppoiiucd  tu  inquire 
into  all  the  Proceedings  relating  to  the  Eseru- 
tion  of  the  ?outb-Sea  Act,  via.  Mr.  Tliunins 
Broderick,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  sir  Joseph  .Itkyll, 
Mr.  Wortley,  air  Thura.is  Pengelly,  Mr.  \Vi|- 
liam  ^Inyton,  Mr.  Jetlifries,  lord  Molesivoith, 

! col.  Str.mgeways,  Mr.  Slnper,  Mr.  Lcr.lmiere, 
i general  Ko;s,  and  hon.  Mr.  Dixie  Windsor. 

I These  persons,  or  any  live  of  ibeni,  were  to  re- 
' port  their  proceedings  from  time  to  time  lo  the 
House,  aud  to  have  power  to  send  for  perrons, 
papers,  and  records ; nnd  the  several  Bonks 
and  Papers  which  bad  beea  laid  before  clis 
Elonse  by  the  Soutli-Sea  Company,  were  re- 
ferred to  the  said  CoiniailCec, 

The  Commons  take  into  Consideration  the 
Proposals  from  the  South-Sea  Company,  fur  in- 
grafting nine  Millions  of  their  Slink  into  the 
East-Iadia  Company,  and  nine  more  into  the 
Bank."]  Jan.  5.  In  a grand  Committee,  the 
Commons  took  into  consideration  the  Propo- 
sals laid  before  the  said  CummiUee  by  the 
South-Sea  Company,  for  ingrafting  nine  mil- 
lions of  their  stock  into  the  East-India  Com- 
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land,  u also  tlie  Proposals  of  tlie  Eait-India 
Company  and  tbe  Bank,  for  lakiiig  in  tKe  said 
Stock,  and  after  some  debate,  it  was  resolved, 
by  173  voices  i^nst  130,  that  an  lu|raftmeiu 
ot'partof  the  capital  of  the  Soutb'Seii  Com* 
pany  into  the  capitals  of  the  Bank  of  England 
and  the  East-India  Company,  pursunni  to  the 
several  Proposals  of  ll>e  said  Companies,  will 
contribute  very  much  to  the  restoring  and 
establishing  public  credit.  Mr.  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  Chair,  tbe  Court  Party  moved,  that 
Mr.  Fnrrcr,  the  ebairman  of  the  grand  Com* 
mittee,  should  the  next  day  report  the  said  He- 
Bolution  ; but  this  motion  was  strenuously  op- 
posed, end  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it 
passed  io  tbe  negative  by  a majority  of  153 
votes  against  110  ; after  vihich  it  was  ordered, 
thnitlie  said  Repott.be  received  on  the  10th. 

Jao.  10.  The  Sub-Governor  uf  the  South-Sea 
Compiiiiy  presented  to  the  House  several  States 
and  Accounts  iluii  had  been  called  fur,  and  then 
air  Joseph  JekyU, presented  to  the  House  i>  Bill, 
‘To  restrain  tlie  Sub-Covernor,  Deputy-Go- 

* veniur,  Oiieccurs,  Treasurers,  &c.  of  the 

* Suulh-Sea  Cumpany,  from  going  out  of  this 
‘ kingduii),’  See,  which  was  read  the  lust,  and 
ordered  to  bo  read  a second  time  the  next 
morning.  After  this,  Mr.  Farrer  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the 
llesoluiiuii  above-mentioned,  about  the  In- 
graltment  uf  nine  Millinns  of  Souib-Sea  Stock, 
xipmi  the  respective  Stocks  of  the  Book  aud 
East-India  Company;  nnd  amotion  being  made 
that  the  said  Ucsolutiua  be  re-commictea,  icoc- 
ca&ioned  a vrarui  debate,  that  lasted  ftve  hours. 
Mr.  Sioper,  Mr.  Clayton,  sir  Jnsepb  Jek^ll,  and 
some  others,  represented,  That  tbe  project  be- 
fore tJiem  was  mure  like  to  prove  a dangerous 
palliative,  than  an  etTectunl  remedy  to  the  pre- 
sent distempor ; and  being  founded  on  injustice, 
would  rather  further  bun  than  restore  public  ' 
credit.  Ur.Hutchesou  urged,  That  chbsciieme 
seemed  to  be  calculated  nith  the  same  view  as 
the  former,  the  ill  eifecuof  which  they  intended 
to  remedy,  end  raised  several  other  objections 
to  the  new  Scheme,  and  insiounied,  that  if  the 
Hesolution  ill  question  uerc  recommitted,  he 
might  prnpiiae  sumetbing  better  tiir  tbe  restor- 
ing of  public  credit.  Mr.  Robert  iValpole  an- 
swered all  ulijectioRS,  nuJ  being  strongly  sup-  . 
ported  by  Mr.  Graggs,  sir  Robert  Kaymoml,  sir . 
Rbilip  Yorke,  and  by  several  otlier  members; 
the  question  was  put  upon  the  motion  for  re- 
commitciog  tlie  Resolution  about  tbe  Ingrafc- 
ment, .which  was  carried  in  the  native,  by 
?67  voices  ueninst  154.  "J'hen  the  Houseagreed 
to  the  said  Uesolutinn,  and  a Bill  was  ordered 
to  he  brought  ii<  thereupon.* 


• “ During  the  period  in  which  this  scheme 
was  carrying  ihrough  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  loudest  and  roost  violent  clamours 
were  excited  as  well  agaiust  the  directors,  as 
against  the  minisii-r>,  wlio  Imd  promoted  tbe 
Soutli-Sen  act,  whicii  was  considered  as  the 
sole  cause  of  the  iiatiohal  distress.  The  gene- 
ral infnB^W’uq  fpvpiji;  UieSonth-Seit.Go|^-< 


The  Bill  against  the  SaulH  Sea  Diretton 
passes  the  Commons.]  Jan.  16.  The  Bill 
ngarast  the  Sub-Governor,  Deputy-Governor, 
and  Directors  of  tbe  South  .Sea  Gompanvi  wai 
ordered  to  be  engrossed;  after  winch  » was 
ordered,  that  tlie  committee,  appointed  to  in. 
quire  into  all  the  pruceedings  relating  thereto, 
be  n Committee  of  Secrecy. 

Jan,  19.  The  engrossed  Bill  against  llii’ 
South  Sen  Directors  was  read  the  third  thne, 
passed,  ncm.  con.  and  sent  up  to  thel/inis*. 

pany  waa  foigotten;  aud  the  frenzy  of  stock- 
jobbing  was  not  taken  into  coosiileraiion.  All 
the  managers  were  indiscriminately  iiivolveil 
in  tlie  same  gnilt;  the  very  name  nf  a rtirector 
was  synonymous  witii  every  species  of  fraud 
anti  villainy.  Petitions  from  counties,  cities, 
and  boroughs,  in  all  ports  uf  the  kingdom,  were 
presented  to  the  liuuse,  crying  fur  justice  due 
CO  an  injured  nation  against  the  villainy  ofihese 
peculiicurs,  and  tiie  suOerers  looked  up  for  la- 
demnilicatioii  from  ibe  confiscation  uf  tlieir 
property,  or  for  vengeance  in  tlie  punishmeot 
of  their  guilt.  All  those,  who  like  Watp^ 
opposed  extreme  severity  and  indiscrimmau 
punishment,  were  exposed  to  repeated  insults 
and  virulent  invectives ; they  were  devoted, 
boili  in  anonymous  letters  and  public  writines, 
to  iho  speedy  vengeance  of  a much  iojiu^ 
people.”  Coxe's  Walpole. 

* “ -Jan.  19.  Y'ou  see  by  the  votes  the  B1 
aeaiiist  Che  Directors  reported  and  ordered  ts 
^ hee  engrosed,  1 believe  'twas  this  day  read  a 
I third  time,  and  carryed  to  the  Lords,  let  pro- 
hibits their  going  out  of  tlie  kingdom  for  a year, 
and  CO  the  end  of  the  next  session  nfpariiaffleai, 
requiring  their  entring  into  recognizance  of 
100,000/.  with  two  suretyes  in  35,000/.  eicli, 
for  performance  of  the  above  condition  ; lit  re- 
quires the  delivery  of  an  inveiiinry  uf  their 
estates  rtall  and  pcrsooall  uppoii  o.ich ; and 
enacts,  That  if  they  shall  talsifie  ibemn 
(being  convict)  shall  sufi'er  as  felions,  wiili- 
nut  benefice  of  clergy;  there  is  o clauw 
for  eacoumgemeDt  of  discoverers,  and  utliers, 
such  as  may  make  the  bill  more  elfectu- 
nll.  They  had  the  assurance  to  petition  to 
bee  beard  liy  council!  against  the.  Hill,  which 
wns  rejected  with  tbe  utmost  indigoation,  al- 
thnugh  supported  by  some  of  our  great  rasa 
(which  by  the  way  was  very  ill  relisht)  nut  only 
in  favour  of  the  direccurs,  butt  on  acenunt  of 
justice,  for  that  noe  criming  (how  great  soevM] 
ought  to  be  condemned,  unheard.  To  whic* 
’tirastuiswered,  that  this  Bill  did  noiccondemue, 
the  chiefe  end  being  onely  to  secure  their  stan#' 
ing  a cryall,  and  preventing  alieuaiioii  of  lh«r 
estates  >iil  such  times  as  their  trynll  was 
’Twas  Chen  sayd,  even  thus  much  would  bee  in- 
flicting a great  punishment,  unheard  ; to  whicb 
’twas  reply’d,  chut  surely  gentlemen  had  noK 
read  over  the  Papers  uiid  Accounts  delivers 
at  the  bar  by  themselves,  for  that  by  these  tW 
most  nnttorinus  breach  of  trust  (against  t» 
leiinor  nnd  purport  of  the  South  Sea  act,  m " 
•S?  .IgiHftH : “^«e  confessWr 
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Debate  in  the  Lordi  on  the  Slate  of  the  Pnblir 
Credit,]  JsnuBr;  9.  Tlie  Lurd*  beinf;  met, 
pgnuanc  to  adjonnmient,  the  Siib-Oovt^nor 
aaJ  Depucj-Governor  of  the  Sosch  Sea  Cois- 
pan;  laid  before'  tliem  several  of  ihc  Papers 
called  for ; and  the  nextday  their  lordships  went 
iato  s prand  Comniitlec  to  consider  of  (ha 
State  0)  the  Nation,  nith  relation  to  Public 

Credit. 

Tile  Lord  SlanJiopc  said,  " That  the  Estates 
uf  the  criminals,  whether  Directors  ur  not  Di> 
rectors,  ought  to  he  confiscated  tu  malte  good 
tile  public  losses.” 

Lord  Carteret  spoke  to  the  same  effiect. 

The  Earl,  of  Sunderland  owned,  that  he  iiad 
been  for  Uie  South  Sea  Scheme,  because  be 
thought  it  cslculutcd  for  tlie  advantage  of  the 
nation,  in  order  to  lessen  the  Public  Debts,  and 
in  particular  to  take  off  tlie  heavy  incumbrance 
of  Long  Annuities ; thstnnman  cuoldimagine 
that  so  good  a design  cunid  linve  been  so  per* 
verted  in  the  execution,  as  to  produce  quite 
contrary  effects ; but  lliat,  in  his  opinion,  no 
act  ofparliament  had  ever  been  sn  much  abused 
as  the  South  Sea  Act,  and  therefore  he  would 
gu  as  far  ns  nuy  body  to  punish  tne  offenders. 

The  Duke  of  ll'iartou  said,  with  heemning 
vehemence,  “ That  tlipy  ought  to  Imve  no  re- 
spect of  persons ; that  for  bis  part  he  would  give 
up  the  best  frieud  he  had  ; tliat  the  nation  bad 
heeu  plundered  in  a most  flagrant  and  nniorieus 
manner,  and  tiierefore  they  ought  to  find  out 
the  offenders,  and  tbeu  punish  them  with  the 
utmost  severiw.” 

The  Lord  North  and  Grey  and  the  earl  of 
Abingdon  uiged  also  the  ill  effects  of  i be  South 
Sea  Project,  which  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
justly  compared  to  a pestilence. 

tliat  therefore  the  case  was  no  more  or  other 
then  commiltiug  or  requiring  hail  from  a cri- 
minal uppou  conlession,  according  to  (he  na- 
ture of  the  offence ; that  (hun  the  notoriety  of 
the  thing,  ns  well  os  from  the  Daiional  preju- 
dice sustained  thereby,  the  legislature  were  now 
doing  whnc  in  ordinary  cases  tlie  magistmte 
might  and  ought  to  due.  The  House  were, 
from  a coolenesse  of  temper,  wrought  up  to  a 
great  heightli,  and  that  (in  my  opinion)  by  ibe 
earnestness  of  some  f'entlemeii,  whoeattlost 
ware  forct  quietly  togiv-e  up  the  point.  I have 
Meo  strange  turtles,  .but  I thinke  this  matter 
iacapiibleofone:  what  a considerable  man  be- 
gan lus  first  speech  with  (for  bee  spoake  with 
great  vehemence  a second  time)  is  certainly 
(rue,  that  saying  anything  which  might  bee  in- 
terpreted as  favouring  a South  Sea  Director, 
would  be  very  ill  heard,  and  putt  the  speaker 
under  great  disadvantage.  1 will  nott  got- 
abmid  (being  a gnud  deal  fcavourish)  till  I 
thinke  I can  due  lU  without  great  hazard,  ihougli 
1 own  X shall  be  very  uneusy  till  I can  ntteuiJ 
my  doty. 

” The  Bill  is  ordered  to  the  Lords.  That 
House  have  bad  several  brokers  before  them  lliis 
day;  a gentleman  is  just  gone  from  mee  (the 
Lords  hi’ing  sicDog  late  as  ictt  pe  luibiv 
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The  Earl  Ceeoper  spoke  likewise  on  the  same 
side,  and  binmed  those  wlio,  by  the  act  ofpnr- 
luunent,  were  appointed  to  overlook  and  check 
theSouth  Sea  Directors ; and  who,  in  (hsrlmrge 
of  (hat  (rust,  ought  to  have  prevented  (litdr 
jumping  from  a subscriptian  at  400  to  1000, 
which  was  the  main  cuuse  of  the  misfortunes' 
that  ensued. 

The  Earl  of  Sunderland  finding  himself,  and 
the  other  lords  of  the  Treusury,  thus  attacked, 
spoke  iu  his  own  and  their  vindication;  and 
said,  “ Tliat  by  the  South  Sea  Act  they  were 
directed  to  appoint  such  persons,  os  they  aboold 
think  fit,  to  oe  manugers  on  the  part  of  tlie 
TreaSQry,for  the  due  excculmn  of  (he  said  Act; 
that  as  they  had  reason  to  look  upon  tliose 
persons,  who  had  the  principal  sliaro  in  framing 
tins  Scheme,  ns  the  most  able  and  proper  to 
execute  It,  they  had  accordingly  appointed  some 
of  the  South-Sea  direerors  to  be  managers  and 
directors  for  the  Treasury : concluding,  that  in 
tills  they  bad  followed  former  precedents.” 

The  Lords  resahe.  That  the  Commwtionert  of 
the  Treasury  appointinj^  the  Directors  of  the 
South-Sea  Camjiariyto  be  aimngert  fbrexeculinff 
theSoulh-SeoActaaslegal.]  Hereupon  the  ques- 
tion was  proposed, " That  the  Conjtitutionfrom 
theOoinmission(r3ofcheTieasury,dnieil  tliedth 
nf  May,  17  SO,  appointing  the  Directors  uf  (he 
South-Sea  Company  to  be  managers  and  direc- 
.tors  for  performiog  such  matters  and  things  as, 
by  the  Act  for  enabling  the  said  Company  to 
increaseibeirpresentcapitalScnck,aredirecied, 
has  been  conformable  to  precedeols,  and  legal.” 
This  occasioned  a great  debate,  but  the  lord 
Uarcuure  having  declared  Ids  npinioo  for  the 
nfijrnsQiive,  the  question  was  curried  by  63 
voices  against  28. 


that  (liDse  sparkes  have  ennfessed  so  much,  that 
tlieic  lordships  thinke  they  will  scamper,  unless 
taken  into  custody,  with  a Declaralioo  and  Meto 
sage  sent  to  the  [louse  ofCommons,  acquainting 
them  liere  with ; and  that  when  and  as  often 
as  the  Committee  shall  send  fir  them,  their  of- 
ficer shall  attend  with  (Item ; desiring  to  know 
my  opinion,  nliicher  the  House  (whom  they 
woold  avnyd  in  any  wise  riisoblidging)  may  looke 
nppou  this  as  (he  least  obstruction  to  the  en- 
quiry. Aly  answer  war,  that  I could  anely 
apeake  ns  n private  man,  and  as  sucb,  did  freely 
own  my  thoughts,  that  this  preceding,  ihas 
circumstantiate,  could  note  hee  tbouglit  in  any 
sort  an  nbstnicttoii  to  our  enquiry.  That  I 
knew  the  Committee  had,  in  several  iostaoces, 
avoided  doing  things  which  possibly  might  ad- 
' minister  cause  In  people  without  doors  to  hope 
' for  disputes  between  thellouses,  nothing  being 
more  in  their  desire  then  avoiding  such.  That 
T verily  believed,  the  House  were  of  the  same 
mind.  For  which  reasons  (though  I desired ite 
mighe  bee  remembered,  I tnobe  nppon  mec  to 
speake  onely  os  a private  man)  I wasof  opinion, 
iioe  exception  would  bee  taken  to  this  proceed- 
ing.’'—Coxe's  Walpole.  Correspondence.  Mr. 
Thomas  Brodrick  to  lord  Middlfino, 
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Frul€ll  agaittit  Iht  $aU  Raoluiion.}  Jan, 
10.  Tint  K«part  ftocu  (Jte  above  Cnmniictee 
Leiiig  read,  ic  was  lesulred,  Tlut  Uu  Uouce  <lo 
agree  witli  the  Commiuec  in  ibe  abnve  Ue&o- 
iuiiuo. 

“ Disseniieat.” 

“ 1.  ilecause  the  Act  of  tlio  last  lession  ol 
parliomencfor  enabling  the  Souih-Sca  Company 
to  increoM:  their  capital  stock  (upon  wiiich 
act  the  legality  of  the  Coosiicution  in  queiciuo 
inuiit  wholly  depend)  bach  vested  the  Directors 
aad  managers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Cum* 
mitsionert  oftheTreasu^,  with  such  trusts  and 
powers,  and  required  suem  tilings  to  be  done 
by  them,  as,  ne  conceive,  could  not  be  intrust- 
ea  to  tlie  Directois  of  the  Soutb-Sea  Company 
to  execute,  according  to  the  true  iotenc  and 
lueaoine  of  the  said  Act. 

“ S.  ^cause  we  conceive  ic  Cn  be  inconsis- 
tent witli  tlie  said  Act,  chat  the  Directors  and 
Managers  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
tbe  Treasury  (who  by  the  Act  ace  intrusted  to 
ascertain  <vbat  Annuities  shall  be  taken  in,  and 
what  debts  paid  nUby  the  said  Company;  wjiac 
additions,  in  respect  tliereof,  shall  be  made  to 
tbe  capital  Aock  of  the  said  Company;  how 
much  is  Co  be  paid  by  the  said  Company  into 
tlie  Exchequer  fi»r  the  use  of  the  public;  what 
new  allowance  is  to  be  made  to  the  same  cor- 
poration for  charges  of maaagemeat;  to  enter 
luco  hooks  the  prices  to  be  agreed  on  between 
the  Cumpany  on  the  one  part,  and  the  proprie- 
tors of  die  Public  Debts  ou  the  otherpart;  to 
ad_iust  die  accounts  of  the  Debtsr  and  Au- 
miii^tukcn  iu  bytbeCompany ; and  to  certify 
and  trsusmit  duplicates  of  the  nccounts  so  ad- 
justed, among  uchers,  to  the  Directors  of  the 
Soutli-SeaComiiaiiy)  diould  be  the  Directors  of 
ibe  Suuiii-Sca  Conip.-iny,  aud  they  only. 

“ S.  Beca'ise  tbe  suid  Directors  of  the  Com- 
pany appear  to  us  plainly  to  be  concerned  in 
interest,  so  as  to  incliae  clicin  to  execute  the 
said  powers  or  trusts  partially  forihcCompaDy, 
unless  restrained  by  a great  degree  of  honesty ; 
sod  if  tliece  should  be  uiiy  mistake  by  them 
committed,  wilfully  oroihenvise,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  tbe  Company  and  disadvaocage  of  tbe 
said  pcoj^iclors,  in  any  matters  intrusted  to 
die  said  Director  and  Mnnagers,  wedn  uot  find 
any  pretisionin  thesaidact  to  rectify  the  sam*, 
uor  conceive  bow  it  can  be  done,  unless  by 
applicaiiuD  to,  and  by  coiueac  of  the  said  Dh 
rectors  and  Miuiogers,  who  are  the  Directors  of 
the  Suutli  SeaCompany,  and  no  other,  wliich, 
we-diiiik,  could  never  be  the  meaning  of  tbe 
act,  but  that  tbe  inteal  thereof  must  be,  diut 
the  said  trusts  of  Directors  and  Managers 
should  have  been  executed  by  impartial  and 
iiidilTercal  persoos. 

“ 4.  Wecoaceive,diatdiesaid  actexpressly 
requires  the  comtnisaiuoera  of  tbe  ireasun,  to 
appoint  lit  penous(o  be  Directorsaad  Muoa- 
gers  far  executing  tbe  pouen  and  Crusts  abava 
specihed  : and  therefore,  iftheabovetneudon- 
ed  reasons  did  not  sudiciendy  prove  the  Con- 
aututioa  in  question  not  to  be  agreeable  to  tliu 
•.-lid  act,  ye;j|;aeppuyer^..p|enrtotis,|thatFhe 


r/(C  Directors  qf  Ae  SouA  fka  Conpany 
Directors  of  the  South  Company  «ue,  pf 
all  odien,  the  niesi  unfit  fuc  such  a trust,  agg 
cutu«|u«>iUy  aoc  aucli  petsoas  as  are  cxpreHly 
required  by  the  said  act. 

And  we  cuiioot  agree,  tlmt  the  said  Coo- 
siituuoo  is  precedented. 

1.  Because  tlie  preceduacs  produced  are 
all  in  time  before  the  patsiug  the  act  uf  pacli^ 
uient,  on  which  the  present  question  did  arise ; 
iuid  therefore,  in  uuc  upiiiioii,  can  be  of  no 
wdghc  in  detevmiuiog  any  question  that 
pcndedi  oa  the  coustiucciou  of  the  said  act, 
unless  such  precedents  bed  been  founded  on 
some  farmer  act  or  acts  of  parliaiseac,  the 
same,  in  all  material  points,  with  the  act  | 
abovemeotioned;  which  it  appears  to  us,  oei-  j 
dier  the  said  Charter,  uor  CoHiinissions  or  Ap- 
pointments produced  as  preccdeiila  were. 

“ S.  All  the  cases  reM  on  as  precedents  ' 
(except  the  last)  are,  ns  we  conceive,  wulgly 
diQering  from  the  coie  in  question ; that  mncL 
ed  No.  1.  is  dated  before  the  erection  of  the  i 
South  &a  Company,  aad  therefore  did  not,  J 
nor  could  confer  any  powers  on  the  Directors  | 
of  the  Company,  which  was  not  then  in  being, 
but  is  directed  to  the  members  uf  oilier  corpo- 
ratiuns,  divers  great  uthcers,  and  very  many 
other  persons,  in  order  to  the  erectuig  the  I 
SoutliSeaCompany;tIiefirefollowingfroinNo.  I 
3 toN'o.  6,  included,  are  indeed  to  impower  the  . \ 
Directors  of  tbe  South  Sea  Company,  but  it  is  ' 
only  to  take  sabscciptiona  of  tallies,  orders,  de- 
bencnrei,  and  the  like  government  secuiiti^ 
and  10  compute  the  interest  due  thereon,  in 
order  to  tbe  admitting  the  croprietors  into  the 
company  at  the  rates  stated  in  the  acts  of  par- 
liament, to  which  the  cliarter  and  commissions 
relate;  hut  none  of  them  impower  the  Direc- 
tors oftlieSouthSeaCampany,  to  enter,  adjust, 
or  certify,  or  to  do  any  matter  reladog  to  con-  ' 
tracts  to  be  mode,  wb^eco  the  company  wes  to 
be  made  a parly,  os  in  tbe  present  case. 

“ 3.  And  as  to  the  said  last  esue,  cited  as  a 
precedent,  marked  No.  7,  which  comes  the 
xeareU  to  the  present,  the  Dinccors  uf  the 
South  Sea  Company  beiag  thereby  appointed 
Directors  and  iVlnnagers  (wliicb  (hey  are  not 
by  uiiy  of  Uie  former)  to  execute  all  the  puwert 
given  In  Directors  and  Managers  by  the 
act  of  the  fifth  of  his  present  majesty,  for  re-  i 
deeniing  tbe  fuud  appropriated  for  the  pay-  ^ 
merit  oftbe  lottery  tickets,  yet  neither  by  ibst  I 
appointment,  or  the  act  referred  to,  had  the  | 
Directors  of  the  South  .Sen  Company  any  au-  i 
ihority  to  do  any  thing  in  relation  tu  contracts 
or  liargaius  to  be  made,  wherein  the  company 
was  to  be  made  a party ; and  therefore  not  to 
be  compared  in  the  present  case. 

“ 4.  But  if  the  said  last  and  only  precedfut, 
not  before  taken  notice  of,  had  been  a pre- 
cedent in  point,  yet  it  bearing  date  no  longer 
ago  than  the  4th  uf  May,  1719,  tod  beiog 
signed  by  four  of  the  five  coinmissianers  of  the 
Treasury,  who  bare  signed  tbe  apfinintment 
which  it  is  brought  to  justify,  and  havingpassed 
under  silence,  no  occasion  having  happened  lo 
, fraw.|,if}ie  ,,y^(^|fg',  the^of  .iq^,  question,  u 
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could  be,  a»  we  eijnceive,  of  no  auiiiority  tn 
■Ujiport  the  mid  latt  appointment  when  it  was 
drawn  in  question,  itiid  ordered  to  be  consider- 
ed by  the  enminittee  of  the  whole  House  np- 
poiiited  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  chs  late 
unhappy  tiiru  of  aShira,  which  Ims  m much 
a&cierl  the  public  credit  at  home. 

“ Fot  (ho  afaresnid  reasons,  and  lest  it 
siighi  be  deemed  to  beapreJud|ingofamatter, 
tliat  may  possibly  be  brought  judiciallybefore 
us.  wfiarton, Compton,  Litchfield,  Abingdon, 

Bingley,  North  and  Grey,  Weston,  Cowper, 

Gower,  Bathurst,  Ooildfcrd,  Scarsdale,  Ayles- 
fo:d,  Sttadbrd,  St.  John  de  Bletsho. 


I The  Directort  of  the  South  Sea  Cempnny  css- 
I aiuined  6a  the  Lordt.]  The  same  day,  it  was 
Ordered  by  the  Lords,  That  oil  the  Directors 
oftheSoQthSea  Company,  ns  are  not  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  together  with  the 
Treasurer,  Under  Treasurer,  Accountant  Ge- 
I neral,  aud  Secretary,  of  the  said  Company,  do 
I attend  this  House  on  Thursday  next, 

1 Jaa.  16.  The  Lords  ordered.  That  the  judges 
dn  forthwith  prepare,  and  bring  in,  a Bill,  to 
incapacitate  the  Sub  Goreruor,  Deputy  Go- 

Ieernor,  end  Directors,  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, from  holding  or  exercising  any  oSice 
longer  than  co  tlie  time  uf  (he  next  election  of 
Directors  of  (be  surd  Company ; anil  that  pro- 
vision be  made  in  such  Bill,  to  incapacitate 
the  said  Sub  Goreruor,  Deputy  Governor,  nod 
' Directors,  from  bearing  any  office  in  the 
' East  India  Company,  nr  the  Bank  of  England, 
j Jan.  St.  A Petition  of  the  Sub  Governor, 
Deputy  Governor,  and  the  Directors  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  being  read,  praying  tn 
be  heard  by  their  counsel,  as  to  the  Bill  brought 
> iipftom  the  Commons,  for  reslrainiue  thepe- 
I titioners  from  going  ont  of  the  kingdom,  &c. 
the  said  Bill  was  readaseeond  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a committee  of,  the  whole  House  for 
' ' Monday.  Than  it  being  proposed.  That  the 

intent  of  the  Bill  heiug  to  prevent  the  peti-  | 
tioners  from  withdrawing  their  persons  and  ef-  | 
fecii,  fur  making  satisfaction  and  for  punish-  l 
ingthemfortlietiotoriousbreachoftrust,  which 
I they  have  already  appeared  guilty  of,  or  which 
they  do  not  deny  or  excuse  in  their  Petition, 
that  therefore  tiie  I’etiiion  he  rejected;  and 
the  question  being  put  iipon'lhe  said  proposi- 
tion, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

After  this  it  vras  ordered.  That  the  Brokers 
1 dn  lay  before  (he  House  an  account  of  all  the 
stock  and  subscriptions  bought  or  sold  by 
, them,  for  any  of  (he  officers  of  the  Treasury  or 
Exchequer,  or  any  in  trust  for  them,  or  any 
of  them,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
, belief,  since  Michaelmas,  1719.  By  this  ac- 
count it  appearing  that  laigequantitics  ofSouth 
Sen  Stock  hod  been  transferred  to  the  use  of 
Mr.  Alslabie,  one  of  tlm  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
the  duke  of  Wharton  said,  He  hoped  some 
great  men  would  produce  some  good  fruit,  else 
Ihey  would  break  out  into  biulchts,  that  svould  ; 
•lick  upon  them,  like  tlie  leprosv  of  Nanman  i 
■ <he  Syi^an  on  Gehssi. ,,  ^ j 
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Jan.  S4.  The  Lords,  in  a grand  committee, 
examined  Mr.  Joye,  Deputy  Governor,  who 
made  a very  ingenuous  confession  of  several 
important  matters. 

Upon  a ujutkm  made  by  lord  Stanhope,  sir 
William  Chapman,  Mr.  Houldiich,  Mr.nawca, 
Mr.  Gibbon,  and  Mr.  Chester,  five  of  the  Di- 
rectors, after  being  examined,  were  ordered 
into  the  custody  of  the  black  rod. 

Jan.  26.  The  Loi^  examiued  Mr.  Astell 
and  sir  Harcourt  Masters,  who  made  very  io- 
genuous  and  large  discoveries,  and  named 
several  persons  both  iu  the  administration,  and 
in  the  House  uf  Commons,  to  whom  iaige 
sums,  in  South  Sea  stock,  had  been  ^ven  for 
procuring  tire  passing  of  the  South  Sea  Act. 
After  which,  upon  a motion  made  by  the  earl 
Stanhope,  and  seconded  by  the  lord  Towns- 
bend  and  earl  Cowper,  their  lordships  unani- 
mously resolved,  “ That  the  taking  ia  of  stock, 
the  transferriag  of  stock  to  tlie  South  Sea 
Company,  the  giving  credit  for  the  same  with- 
out a vmuable  consideration  acteally  paid,  or 
sufficieatly  secured ; or  the  purchasiug  stock, 
by  any  Director  or  Agent  of  the  Suutli  Sea 
Company,  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  auy  uerson 
in  the  administraiioii,  or  any  member  of  either 
Huiise  of  Parliament,  during  such  time  as  the 
late  Bill  relating  to  the  South  Sea  Company 
was  depeudiug  last  year  in  parliament,  was  a 
notorious  and  dangerous  corruption.’' 

Jan.  31.  The  Lords,  in  a srsiid  committee, 
examined  Mr.  Waller,  son.inMaw  to  Mr.  Aisla- 
bie,  aud  Mr.  Astell,  severally,  in  relation  to  a 
great  quantity  of  South  Sea  stock  which  ap- 
peared to  have  been  transferred  to,  and  iiegu- 
! dated  by  the  said  Mr.  Waller,  who  jirelcndcd 
; not  to  have  kept  Miimces  of  what  he  had  done 
in  Exchange-iuley.  Tliis  some  Lords  looked 
upon  as  prevarication,  and  the  send  Examina- 
tion being  over,  tlieir  lordsiiips  resolved,  “ That 
the  Directors  of  the  Soutli  Sea  Company,  hav- 
ing ordered  great  quaniicies  uf  stuck  to  be 
bought  for  (he  service  of  the  Company,  when 
stock  was  at  very  high  prices,  under  pretence 
of  keeping  up  the  pries  of  stock ; aud  at  the 
same  time  several  of  the  Directors,  aud  other 
Officers  belonging  to  (he  Company,  having,  in 
n clandmine  mnuner,  sold  their  own  stock  to 
ibe  Coifipany,  such  Directors  and  Officers 
were  thereby  guilty  of  a notorious  fraud  and 
breach  of  trust;  and  their  so  doing  was  one 
great  cause  of  (lie  unhappy  turn  of  nifnirs  that 
has  so  mnch  affected  the  PublicCredli.” 

Feb.  3.  The  Lords,  in  a commiiiee,  exa- 
mined Mr.  Hawes,  one  of  tlie  late  Directors. 

.Sir  John  Blunt  examitied  iy  the  LonJj,] 
Feb.  4.  Sir  John  Blunt*  was  examined  by 


* “ Much  injured  Blunt ! why  bears  he 
Britsiii’s  hate? 

A wizard  told  ftim  in  these  words  our  ftte ; 

‘ At  length  Corruption,  like  a gen’ml  flood 
' (So long  by  watchful  miu>ters  withstood) 

‘ Snail  deluge  all ; and  Av'rice  creeping  on, 

‘ .Spread  like  p jow-6prn  mist,  and  blot  the  sun ; 
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the  grand  comniiUee.  Tlie  particuUra  of  hit 
Eiuiuinatlon  arc  os  iuUocrs : 

Sir  John  Blunt  being  called  in,  and  the  book 
•r  ibe  BCcuuDC  of  Btocit  told,  being  shetra  to 
him,  be  was  risked  if  it  contained  a true  ac- 
count ; be  said,  he  never  sat*  a true  accnuiu 
of  stock  sold,  nnd  in  one  place  bis  imme  lieing 
toentioned,  besnjs,  bedoes  not  know  be  sold 
that  stock. 

And  being  asked  if  be  was  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Treasurer;  he  answered,  he  was  not; 
then  being  asked  if  he  wns  of  the  Committee 
for  taking  care  of  tbe  Company’s  interest,  in 
relatioa  to  the  bill;  he  desired  to  refer  himself 
to  the  books  of  the  Conmany.  Owned  he 
might  possibly  be  at  tbe  Court  of  Directors, 
when  tbe  book  of  stock  sold  was  bronglit  to 
them  from  the  Commitiee  i>(  Treasury,  but  it 
was  not  read  over  there. 

Asked  if  he  ever  sold  any  of  the  stock  to 
any  person  of  the  administration,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Farliansent ; end  there- 
upon insisted,  it  was  the  right  of  nn  English- 
man not  to  accuse  himself,  if  it  was  a criminal 
matter,  if  iiot^  be  would  give  the  best  answer 
be  could. 

He  was  directed  to  withdraw.  I 

Proposed  be  be  called  in  again,  and  told  he  ^ 
must  answer  the  quesiion  ; and  thereupon  he 
was  called  in,  and  asked  accordiagty : and 
says,  he  is  seusible  of  tbe  weight  of  falling  ^ 


* Statesman  mid  Patriot  ply  alike  tlie  stocks, 

' Peeress  and  Uutler  share  alike  the  box, 

‘ And  Judges  job,  and  Bishops  bite  the  towo, 

* And  mighty  Dukes  pack  cards  fur  half  a 

‘ Sec  Britain  sunk  ia  lucre's  sordid  charms, 

‘ And  France  reveng’d  tin  Anne’s  nnd  Edw aid's 

’Twas  no  emirt-badge,  great  scriv’ner!  fir’d 
thy  brain, 

Nor  lordly  luxury,  nor  city  gsdn  : 

No,  ’twas  thy  riehceems  end,  nshnm’d  to  see 
Senates  degenerate,  patriots  disagree, 

AikI  nobly  wishing  party-rage  to  cease, 

To  buy  buth  sides, and  give  thy  country  peace." 

" Sir  John  Blunt,  originally  a scrirener,  wns 
.one  of  the  Projectors  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, and  afterwards  une  uf  the  Director*  and 
ddef  Managers  of  the  fnmous  Scheme  in  1720. 
He  was  also  uue  of  iliuse  who  siiifared  must 
severely  by  tlie  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  on 
the  said  Dircctun.  He  was  a Dissenter  of  a 
ruosC  religious  dcpoi'iment,  and  professed  be 
a great  believer.  Whether  he  really  did  credit 
the  pruplircy  hrre  mcntiimed  is  not  certain, 
but  It  wns  coDstamly  in  this  very  style  lie  ile- 
cluimcd  against  the  corruption  and  liixuryof 
Che  age,  the  partiality  of  parliaments,  and  the 
misery  of  pariy  spirit,  lie  wns  particularly 
eloquent  agpio*!  .ivarice  in  gicat  and  noble 
persuiis.  uf  which  lie  had  imleed  lived  to  see 
many  iniierahli'  vxamplps.  lie  died  in  die 
vear  1732."  PojKi : Euistle  to  Alleu  lord 
Satburst. 


: under  the  displeasure  of  tliis  House;  but  being 
required  cither  pereniptorily  to  answer,  or  with- 
draw,  he  nequaimed  the  Committee  he  had 
been  under  a strict  examinnlioo  already  before 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Coinruuiis,  and 
. answered  several  questious  long  nad  various, 

I ami  would  not  be  tnought  to  prevaricate,  Lav- 
I iog  no  copy  of  what  lie  had  before  awom. 

He  then  owned  lie  had  disposed  of  two  sums, 
d.OOOf.  to  col.  Monroe  at  275,  nnd  l,000f.  to 
Mr.  Banks  at  810,  both  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; be  took  Mr.  Banks’s  note  for  payment 
of  the  money,  and  gave  him  a unte  that  tbe 
stock  should  be  delivered,  and  the  money  was 
paid  soon  after  it  became  due,  and  lie  gave  it 
to  Mr.  Knight;  he,  tliis  examinant,  did  not 
tell  him  whose  stock  it  was,  wberefure  Mr. 
Banks  thought  it  was  hit  own,  be  believes ; but 
lias  (old  him  since  tbe  session,  it  was  ilie  Com- 
pany's stock. . 

bir  Jolui  being  asked  if  he  offered  to  put 
auoiber  uanie  in  his  stead,  he  believes  be  did, 
ami  thut  Mr.  Banks  said,  it  might  stand  in  his 
owniinme;  he  likewise  said,  lie  brbeved  the 
colonel  did  not  know  it  was  die  Company's 
stock,  he  having  never  told  liiui  it  was,  os  be 
rememliers. 

Asked  if  die  practice  uf  caking  the  stock 
was  resolved  on  by  the  Directors;  and  an- 
BWers,  he  cannot  say  it,  but  owned  they  might 
have  cousulted  about  it. 

Ho  was  directed  to  call  to  memory  all  such 
as  be  transncied  for,  or  what  any  other  of  tbe 
Directors  did  of  tluiC  kind. 

And  says,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  recol- 
lect; repeated,  time  bo  bus  been  under  exami- 
natian  before  to  this  matter  in  auother  plnce, 
und  therefure  hopes  to  be  excused  answeruig, 
lest  Ins  evidence  sliould  differ. 

And  lieing  reqoircd  to  give  an  account  if 
other  Directors  did  uot  consult  him  about  mat- 
ters of  this  nature ; he  made  the  same  excuse, 
as  Co  bis  being  examiusd  in  auoUier  place,  erni 
declined  to  answer. 

lie  IS  again  directed  to  wididntw. 

Proposed  to  call  him  in  again,  and  ask  him 
if  he  did  not  take  stack  iu  for  aoy  person  in 
tlie  admioistmtioii.  he  naming  before  only  two 
of  the  Iluuse  of  Commons;  and  being  called 
in  and  asked  accordingly,  says,  he  does  not  re- 
member he  did  sell  or  take  in  any  stock  for  any 
person  in  the  administration. 

The  last  question  hut  oue  being  nsked  bini. 
says,  he  would  be  very  luiJi  to  offend  this 
august  body,  and  would  be  glad  he  could  gsta 
copy  of  what  be  liad  sworn  in  uuotLer  puce; 
wliereupon  be  wss  entd,  jfhe  did  not  nnswer,  it  , 
would  be  reported  so  to  tlie  House;  he  hoped  | 
ho  should  have  indulgeoce,  declaring  he  vrould 
do  nothing  to  create  nffeuce. 

Asked  if  he  bad  any  other  reason  for  bis  re- 
fusal than  tlist  be  hits  already  given ; and  says, 
no  r.tlicr  than  his  beng  exaininerl  by  the  Co^ 
mittee  of  the  Cbramous;  but  it  beiiw  bisisted 
■ on  he  should  aus'ver,  he  nill  bnpeil  lor  udal* 
gcnce,  ill  referring  to  bis  former  txnniinoUoO' 

I^e  was  th^  a*ked,|  if  any  person  bad 
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vised  or  directed  liim,  directW,  or  fndirecUy,  to 
reAise  to  e'vs  >n  account  of  ivliai  he  was  be- 
fore nailed,  aa  to  his  inkmg  in,  or  selling  stock 
ID  any  in  the  adminiitration,  or  members  of 
either  llouiie,  and  says,  ao. 

Asked  whether  he  knows  of  any  other  di- 
rectora,  or  their  offir.eia,  that  have  sold  or 
taken  in  stock  fur  any  in  the  administration, 
or  members  of  either  House:  aod  says,  Itelius 
before  given  au  account,  and  again  desires  to 
refer  to  bis  exatninatiou  hefotc  tlie  secret 
committee  of  the  Coiamuns. 

Asked  wlietiier  he  knew  or  heard  of  any 
stock  ukeii  in,  or  to  be  taken  in,  for  any  per- 
son io  the  treasury : and  declining  to  answer,  be 
was  peremptorily  a«ked,  whether  be  would  an- 
swer or  tin;  and  says,  he  was  sensible  nf  the 
danger  uf  fatiing  ander  llieir  lordships'  displea- 
sure, and  would  gladly  he  excused. 

' Then  it  being  insisted  on  he  should  wiOi- 
draw,  he  withdrew  accordingly. 

froposed  this  Matter  he  reported  to  the 
House,  also  proposed  sir  John  Blunt  be  ogam 
called  in,  whereupon  a miitiun  being  made,  and 
the  question  being  put.  That  the  stud  sir  John 
Blunt  be  now  called  in, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmacive. 

Called  in  accordingly,  and  asked  the  last 
queslion  j and  says,  he  did  nut  sell  stock  loony 
of  them,  nor  knows  of  any  sold  to  any  person 
of  die  Treasury,  and  it  was  a hard  thing  to  be 
put  to  apeak  upon  lieiirany. 
lie  is  again  directed  to  vrididrsw. 

Then  a debate  orose  bow  to  proceed  in  this 
unprecedented  Cate,  and  severe  reflections 
were  made  asainsl  those  lo  power  by  the  duke 
of  Wharton,  who  observer!,  That  the  govero- 
tnenlof  the  best  princes  was.  ntkenlimes  made 
intolhrahlc  to  their  subjects  by  ill  ministers, 
which  his  grace  illusirmed  by  the  example  t>f 
Sqaous,  who  made  a division  in  the  imperial 
fsoitly,  and  rendered  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Claudios  odious  CO  the  Rotnons.  TliiarefleciinD 
wss  highly  resented  by  theeurlSeanbope,*  nho 


* “ My  lord  Stanhope  spoke  with  so  great 
vehemence,  chat  liiiding  himself  taken  suddenly 
with  aviulem  liead-ach,  lie  went  home  and  was 
cupi  ed,  which  eased  him  a little.  The  nexi 
tnnruing,  he  was  let  blood ; and  ooutiuued 
preiiy  welt  nU  about  six  o'clock  in  thu  evening, 
when  fulling  into  a drowzioeis,  Ids  physicians 
thought  fir  Co  order  him  a glyster;  but  as  be 
Was  turoing  himself  to  receive  it,  be  feil  on  bis 
&ce,  and  was  instantly  sulfucated,  The  news 
ufb'is  death  being  brunglit  to  ilie  king.  Iris  iiia- 
jesiv  was  so  sensibly  couched  with  it,  that  he 
^Id  not  eat  bis  sapper,  and  his  majesty  ro- 
ht'  d for  two  hours  into  his  closet,  to  Inment 
the  toss  of  so  able  and  so  faitlifui  a miniuer,  of 
'“h  >ve  service  his  majesty  hud  so  great  need,  at 
this  critical  juncture.”  Political  State. 

‘James  Stanhope,  grandson  to  the  first  earl 
“ICliesterfield  by  his  second  lady,  having  served 
whei,  vrrvyonog  as  a volunteer  under  the  duke 


Knight  etcapft  lo  Franct.  fTOS 
took  upon  him  to  vindicate  his  colleagues;  ami 
brought  several  instances  from  the  Human 
history,  particularly  that  of  the  great  piitriut, 
Brutus,  who,  in  order  to  assert  the  liberty  ot 
Rome,  and  free  it  irum  lyrai-ci,  sacriheed  his 
own  degenerate  son.  Tliisskimiish  being  over, 
the  Lurds  adjourned  the  fanlicr  consideration 
of  that  matter  tn  the  l^lib,  when  sir  John 
Blunt  was  ordered  to  attend  again,  also  the 
directors  and  tiieir  officers,  as  nns  likewise  Mr. 
Waller. 

Feb.  7.  The  IToase  proceeded  to  take  into 
consideration  the  behaviour  of  sir  Julm  Blunt, 
ot  the  bar  on  Saturday,  and  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing Rcsnluuoo,  “That  air  John  Blunt  hav- 
ing liceii  asked  several  questions,  by  ilio  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  upon  imth,  and  hav- 
ing not  only  prevaricated  in  such  Examination, 
but  haviug  refused  to  giveany  answer  to  several 
material  questions,  and  being  thereupon  re- 
quired to  be  examined  before  tliis  House  at 
the  bar,  aud  there,  out  of  some  evil  intention, 
nlistinately  refusiagto  take  hisonth,  in  order 
to  his  examination,  is  guilty  of  ibe  highest  can- 
(einptof  this  House,  maoirestly  teoriiug  to  de- 
feat all  parliamentary  inquiries  and  examina- 
tions, and  of  diuigeruus  consequences  to  the 
rwnstilution.” 

Mr.  Knight,  CatfitVr  of  the  South  Seo  Con- 
poryt,  makes  his  Escape  to  Pruucr.']  Jan.  S3.  .\lr. 
Serj.Pengelly,from  the  Committee  uf  Sitrecy, 
acquaint^  the  Commons  ; Tliat  Mr.  Hoberc 
Eniglit,  * Cashier  of  the  Soutli  Sea  Cuinpmiy, 


guards,  with  die  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  ia 
1694;  was  amember  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  1700  lili  created  a peer;  Krved  a 
voluuteer  in  1703  in  the  expedition  to  Cntliz, 
and  next  year  in  Portugal;  was  made  a hriga- 

S''  eneral  in  1704;  envoy  ettraurdinary  to 
es  3,  in  1706;  major  general  in  1707  ; 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  io  Spain, 
1708.  The  same  year  he  subdued  Minorca  ; 
anri  in  1710  coimuanited  the  English  furces  at 
die  battles  of  Almanza  and  Suragossa.  He  was 
cooetituted  lint  commissioner  ut  the  treasury 
nnd  cbnncellur  of  the  excheqncr,  April  11, 
1717;  created  viscount  Stiuibope  of  Mnlinn, 
July  24;  secraiary  of  slate,  March  21,  1717- 
18;  earl  Stftnhojie,  April  9,  1718;  nnd  was 
sent  tlie  same  year  to  France  and  Spain,  to 
conclude  the  negociations  fur  a general  peace  ; 
was  one  of  the  lords  justices  in  1719:  was 
twice  in  France,  where  he  hmught  the  king  of 
Spain  to  accede  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance  : 
and  on  his  return  ivas  agum  one  of  the  lords 
justices.  He  wus  suddenly  seized  with  a dhzi- 
ness  in  his  head,  occasioned  by  the  vehemence 
of  a debate  in  the  House  of  Peers,  Feb.  4, 
1720-1:  and  died  next  day.”  Steele's  Epi<.to- 
lary  Correspondence,  vol.  2.  p.  338,  edit.  1809. 

• In  the  mean  lime,  Mr.  Knight,  Treasurer 
of  the  South  Sea  Compiny,  whovvns  entrusted 
’with  the  principal  secret  of  this  dark  intrigue, 
eiilier  of  his  own  accord,  or,  ns  it  was  slitewdly 
*qspp«^d,  Uiought 
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Iiad,  on  SnturdaY  nigiit  last, 'after  belmdbeeD 
ill  port  exaininsd  by  tl)«  said  CuiDmiiCw,  with- 
drawn Uinuelf  fruoi  his  babicaiiun,  and  lisd  Dot 
been  lioard  of  since  by  his  family. 

Hereupon  it  was  resolved,  nem.  cnn.  to  pre- 
«<-iit  two  Addresses  to  the  king, “To  issue  a 
Procboiaiion,  with  a reward  fur  discoveriog, 
apprehending,  and  detainiug  the  said  Robert 
Kncht.  that  lie  may  bo  brought  injustice.  2 
To  give  orders  firthwith  to  stop  the  ports,  and 
to  take  efTeciual  care  of  the  cuascs,  tn  prevent 
the  said  Mr.  Knight,  or  any  other  Officers  of 
the  South  Sea  Company,  fcom  escaping  out  of 
the  Kingdom.”  These  Addresses  weredirectly 
carried  to  the  Ring  by  Mr.  Methuen,  and  Ins 
tnajesiv  returned  for  Answer,  that  he  would 
immer^lely^'c  the  necessary  orders  accord- 
ing to  the  desire  of  the  House : nccordingly  a 
Proclainatiun  was  publislied,  with  2,000f.  ^ , 
srard  fur  apprehending  Mr.  Knight. 


fit  tn  retire  out  of  the  kiugdom  ; and  having 
on  Sunday  the  I2d  absented  himself  from  his 
house,  embarked  on  Monday  morning  in  the 
river,  on  board  a vessel,  that  carried  him  the 
same  evening  tn  Calais.  Tiic  same  morning, 
a porter  driirered  to  Mr.Sunnan  tlie  fniloiving 
Lettec,  directed  to  the  South  Sea  Company  : 

‘ Gentlemen  ; 

‘ I write  this  from  a true  sense  of  the  obli^- 
< gallon  I am  uuder  to  make  up  my  acciimpts 
‘ with  the  Company,  and  to  pay  them  their  fidl 

* demand  : And  though  self-preservation  has 
'obliged  me  to  withdraw  inyieir  from  the  re- 
‘sentmenc  against  tlieDirectonandmyself;yetl 
' am  not  conscious  iamyse!r,nfbavingdoueany 

* one  thing  tbatlcanrcproBcii  myselflbr,  sufaras 

* reintes  loan  honest,  sincere  intention  and  zeal 

* for  the  Company  ; bui  I can,  and  do  diarge 
' myself  with  a great  many  indiscretions,  and 

* am  (besides  tic  concern  ( must  be  ander  for 
' leaving  ray  own  Ihmity,  friends,  &c.)  very  seii- 
' sihly  tuuebed  with  what  you  are  like  to  suffer 
' on  this  accoDut;  and  it  wilt  be  the  more,  I ara 
' afraid,  from  your  want  of  iinanimlty,  which  1 
‘ heartily  recuinmcndto  you  for  tho  future,  and, 

* 1 am  sure,  wish  you  os  uuU  as  you  wish  your- 

‘ 1 write  this  at  a distance  fmin  home,  aud 
' uoderc  great  deal  of  concern,  so  caiiuot  be 
' so  particular  as  otherwise  1 would  have  been. 
' I have  herewith  sent  Mr.  $urman  the  Ley  of 
' my  desks,  who  knows  so  much  of  tlic  state  of 
' Che  cai.li,  as  to  be  able  to  innka  it  up.  There 
' are  a good  many  Bills  of  Eschnoge,  itncl  oilier 
‘ payments  to  write  off,  and  itie  weekly  receipts 
' to  write  on,  There  is  cash  in  the  Sank,  in 
‘ the  company’s  book,  which,  together  with  the 
' notes  taken  on  die  third  uuil  fourth  subscrip- 
' tions,  am)  the  rumpany's  bonds,  will  raako 

* up  the  balance,  os  I d.i  believe.  But  if  it  full 

* sliort,  I have  9,000  covalent  stuck,  1,000 
' Bank  stock,  C,000  lodia  and  ^uth  Sea  slock, 
‘ over  and  ubuva  wbot  1 nwe  ihe  company  on 

* the  juan,  as  niJI  be  sufficient  to  luake  it  up 

‘ ividi  Dirisf  no.'iscutiusa  on.iaji  p3M 


t.—77ie  SomiSaIHreeloniecvred>—  [Tgg 

Stvernl  ^ the  Smth-Sea  Dtrwfen 
and  expelled  the  House.]  TbeComnioin  laiin> 
ordered  tlieir  doors  to  be  locked,  aud  the  ken 
laid  on  die  table,  summoned  sir  Robert  Cha^ 
liu,  hart,  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  bait.  Mr.  p 
Eyies,  and  Mr.  Sawhridge,  to  attend  in  di«ir 
places  immediately ; tlien  general  Ross  ac- 
quainted cbe  House,  “ That  they  bad  already 
discovered  a train  n.<'  tlie  deepest  viilniuy  aoj 
fraud  (liat  Hell  ever  contrived  to  ruin  a nation 
wfaicii  in  due  time,  they  would  lay  before 
Hoose;  and  tliat  in  the  mean  wliile,  in  ord«  u 
a farther  discovery,  they  thought  it  highly  s«. 
cessary  to  secure  the  persons  of  some  of  the 
Directors, and  principnl  South-Sea  Officers, and 
to  seize  their  papers,  which  was  ordered  ao> 
cordiiigly.” 

Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  sir  Tbeodore  JansMii 
being  come  into  the  House,  a motion  was  se- 
vemlly  made  ; “ That  they  wereguilt;  ofa  no- 


‘ ticuiar  account.  The  company  need  not  de- 
' lirer  or  be  answerable  for  the  subscripikn 

* receipts  or  stock  on  the  third  and  fourth  sub- 
‘ scripiioos,  unless  these  notes  are  paid ; 9 
' the  loss  can  only  be  the  difference  becwen 

< the  subscriptions,  amt  money  io  value.  And, 
' I think,  it  would  be  bard  for  me  to  bear  the 

* loss,  because  tlie  decks  look  by  far  ib« 
‘ greatest  part  of  them,  as  thinkii^  them  better 
‘ tlian  none.  And  most  of  tlmm  would  hare 
'been  non-payments,  if  die)  had  been  rehised. 
' However  1 sobmit  this  to  the  Company.  I 

< have  taken  with  me  but  Jitde  more  thin  a 
‘ suSdeucy  to insintaiii  myself : andtbe effects 

* left,  will  more  than  answer  for  all  de&cienciet. 

< I have  bought  no  land  in  trust  forme,  nor 
‘ have  I ever  conveyed  or  settled  any  part  of 
‘ that  I liad  fiirnioriy,  or  liuve  bought  lately; 
' it  remains  to  aniweranydemetids  on  me  frum 
‘ the  Companv,  or  the  legislawre.  T have  with* 
‘ dram  myeeff  only  tn  avoid  the  weight  of  the 
‘ inquiry, svhieh  Ifonnd  too  heavy  forme;  and 

* 1 am  aenaillc  tlmt  it  would  have  been  iin- 
‘ possihleformetnhave  avoided  the  appearance 
‘and  charge  of  prevarication  and  yierjury,  not 
‘ from  my  own  inienliuo  to  do  so,  but  from  the 
' largeness  and  estent  uf  the  inquirr,  and  the 

* nature  and  lai^encss  of  the  irans'actidM.  I 
‘ am  save,  I am  a good  deal  concerned  to  add 
‘ to  yiiur  prestiiidifikaltiest  thoogh  I must 
‘ say,  that  I hav*  deserved  better  usege  than  I 
‘ have  hail  from  the  cuort  thuiast  week ; Utths 

‘ { say  nithont  any  resentment, otherwise  tlisn 
‘ ihat  it  lins  beun  an  addition  to  tlie  w«ght  £ 
‘ had  bt-ihn-  upon  me.  I am  presifor  limo.so 
‘ can  niilf  assure  you,  that  I am,  with  all  t*" 
‘ spect,  ill  inclination,  though  not  in  pnwM',^ 

'Goiitli'inen.vour  most  obedient  huteblesei  vent, 

‘ Sunday  J^veiiiiig,  RoaeUT  KaiunT. 

' 32dJaii.  1720.’ 

“ Mr.  Surnian  liulivered  this  Letter  to  tlie 
Comniiite*  of  Secrecy,  ilren  siiungBi  ihewatn 
Soa  il'uise,  from  whence  they  irauiediately 
paired-td  the  House  of  ComBums.'’  Pohtic* 

.'ir.l,  ' 1,1  ;i|  ,-..i  I,  I 
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lorioos  bretdi  of  tnut,  a«  Directors  of  the 
Soucb-Se*  Company,  Mil  clicrelte  occaaiooed 
very  great  loss  to  great  naml^rs  of  his  majestv'i 
subject!,  and  hiui  liiglily  prejudiced  the  public 
0cdit and  they  Imting  severally  been  heard 
in  their  plaers,  nnd  being  witlidrawn,  the  qne>- 
lioawas  severally  put  upon  tliesaid  tnnrion, 
and  tarred  in  the  oiSrraniive  riem.  ten.  after 
which  it  was  ordered,  lhat  tlie  said  Mr.  Snw- 
bridge,andsirTheodore  Janeseo  be,  furtheir 
said  o&nce,  expelled  the  House,  and  taken  into 
(he  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Anas. 

Jan.  S4.  The  Commoni  resolved,  lien.  eon. 
ID  address  the  King,  to  give  direclionu  to  liis  mi- 
nisters, at  foreign  courts,  to  make  application 
for  Mr.  Knight,  if  lie  should  shelter  himsetf  in 
any  of  their  dominions,  to  be  surrendered  tip  in 
order  to  be  brought  to  justice ; which  direc- 
tions his  tnajesCy  gave  acconliiigty. 

Jan.  88.  Sir  Robert  Chaplin,  hart,  and  Mr. 
Francis  %lea,  Directors  of  the  South-Ses  com- 

Kny,  attending  in  their  places,  they  were  both 
ewise,  for  their  offence,  expelled  the  House. 
February  9.  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  presented 
to  the  House  a bill,  For  ingrafting  of  the 
Capital  Stock  and  fund  of  the  South-Sea  Coin- 
^y  into  the  slock  and  fund  of  the  Bank  of  | 
uglaiid,  and  another  part  thereof  into  the 
stock  and  fand  of  the  Bast  India  Company:” 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordmd  to 
be  read  a second  time  on  the  7th. 

Feb.  7.  The  said  Bill  rras  reed  a second 
time,  and  a motion  being  made  for  committing  it 
to  acommiitee  oftbe  whole  House/itoccasioned 
* higli  debate,  io  'fvhlcb  Mr.  R.  Walpole,  Mr. 
licBlh,  and  some  others,  insisted  for  the  affir* 
mative;  nnd  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, and  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  fur  the  negative ; 
and  it  was  atlast  carried  for  the  formerby  837 
voices  against  139. 

Feb.  8.  Mr.  Hungerford  presented  to  the 
House  a bill,  * For  the  better  Establishment  of  | 
‘ Public  Cr^it,  by  preveuting,  for  the  future, 

' the  tofAmousPracbceofStoctt'Jobbing,’ which 
was  read  Ibe  first,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a se- 
cood  time. 

Debate  in  the  Lords  on  a Report  <f  Mr. 
'&mghl’tbeingapprtktnded^  Fob.Q.LordCow- 
^ took  notice  to  the  House  oftbe  report  of  Mr. 
Knight's  being  taken  nnd  in  custody,  which 
being  a maicer  its  which  the  public  was  highly 
concerned,  he  dMired' those  in  the  administra- 
tion to  acquaint  the  House,  whether  there  was 
an^grnund  for  Chat  n port  i 
The  Earl  of  Sunder/and  having  upon  this  in- 
formed the  House  in  what  manner  Mr,  Knight 
had  been  apprehended  and  seenred  ; a motion 
made  to  address  his  majesty,  to  order  his 
miaistersabroad,  touse  the  must  efiectual  iii- 
^juces  to  have  him  delivered  up,  and  sent  over. 

l4rd  Cosper  represented,  Ttini  the  person, 
'vhoat  present  took  care  of  his  majesty's  nlbirs 
*t  Brussels,  being  a foreigner,  it  were  therefore 
proper  for  the  House  either  to  send  a raessen- 
l<r  of  thttirowu)  or  UKiiMifsIus  iiii^eAy  lo  «t£id'  > 


a speciul  messenger  to  bring'over  Mr.  Knight, 
who  WHS  so  material  an  evidence  in  the  present 
inquiry  into  the  s-illatnous  frauds  of  the  lace 
South-Sea  Directors,  and  (heir  abettors. 

TlieLnrd  Tatsmliend  said  lliereupon,  Hint 
either  oftbeoc  wonld  implyadistrusi  oflilsinov 
Jescy’s  care  in  this  affair,  which  they  bad  all  ilje 
reason  in  the  world  to  be  satisfira  in  ; chat 
upon  the  application  made  to  his  majesty,  for 
using  his  endeavours  to  get  Mr.  Knight  secured, 
twelve  expreescs  were  immediately  dispatched  . 
for  that  purpose  to  his  majesty's  roiniscero 
abraadj  and  that  these  orders  had  been  exe- 
cuted with  such  diligence,  by  the  secretary  of 
his  majesty’s  resident,  at  Brussels,  that  Mr. 
Knight  was  actually  apprehended,  nnd  in  safe 
cusfody  : concluding,  That  it  became  the  wis- 
dom of  chat  august  assembly,  to  express  tlieir 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  lus  majesty  for 
his  past  care,  and  to  rely  on  his  future  endea- 
vours for  geCCiag  Mr.  Knight  delivered  up,  aud 

Accordingly,  the  same  day  an  Addresa  was 
presented,  to  which  bis  majesty  returned  for 
Answer,  That  he  would  give  the  uecessary 
orders,  and  tise  bis  utmost  endeavours  to  liuve 
Mr.  Knight  secured  and  brought  over. 

A similar  Address  wwaboagreed  to  bythe 
Commons. 

Petition  from  the  SontkSea  Company  for  eU 
loxing  thm  farther  Time  for  Payment  of  liie 
Monr.ydue  fromtken  to  thePubik^  Feb.  13. 
Upon  the  reading  of  the  order  of  the  House,  for 
going  into .1  grand  committee  upon  the  Bill,'  For 
in'  grading  Part  of  the  Capital  Stock  and  Fuad 
‘ oftheSoutli-Sea  Company,  &c.’  A Petition 
of  the  South-Sea  Company  was  offered  to  be 
presented  to  the  House,  aud  the  members  in 
Westminster-Hall,  Court  of  Requests,  atid 
places  adjacent,  having  beensutmnoueil  to  at- 
tend the  service  of  the  House,  the  said  Petiiiun 
was  brought  up  aud  read,  praying  the  consider- 
ation of  tJie  House,  in  relation  to  the  paytuenia 
of  the  several  Sums  of  Money,  which  by  tlie 
act  of  parliament  of  the  last  session,  the  said 
Company  are  subject  and  liable  Co,  for  the  use 
of  the  {wbiie,  at  tbe  times,  and  in  the  manner 
by  the  said  act  directed,  and  praying  such  relief, 
as  to  the  House  sitould  seem  meet. 

Hereu^n,  a motion  was  made,  nnd  insisted 
on  by  Mr.  abippen  end  several  others,  That  the 
said  Petition  be  rejected  ; hut  they  being  op- 
posed by  Mr  Robert  Walpole,  and  all  tM 
cocirC  party,  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
upon, it  was  carried  in  the  Drgaiive,  by  833 
voicesagainsC  136 ; however,  thesaid  Petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ; and  then  .mo- 
ther motion  was  made  by  the  country  party, 
that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Committee 
that  they  have  power  Co  receive  a clause  for  ex- 
cluding iheDirectors  of  theSouth-SeaCompniiy, 
Bast  India  Company  and  the  Bunk  of  Eng- 
land, from  being  elected  members,  or  sifting 
and  voting  in  any  future  parliament : but, 
aRff«uttv:iiSel)at«jtheqnatu»l<<ei):>j;ptH  there- 
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upon,  it  wu  carrieJ  io  the  negatifc,  b;  b 
tnnjuritjr  of  iill  votes  s|iunn  164. 

Tie  King'i  Menage  relative  to  the  Petition 
the  &>u(A  Sea  Compuni/.'\  Feb.  15.  Mr. 
etbuen  delireced  to  ibe  Commons  tbe  fol- 
lowiiij'  Message  (rom  lus  majesty : 

“ G.  R. 

“ Uis  majesty  having  received  n Petition 
from  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  relatiiii;  to  the  payuient  of  the  mo- 
ney due  to  the  public  from  tlie  said  Company, 
has  ilmu^ht  lit  tn  transmit  ihesoid  Petition  to 
the  liou-e  of  Commons ; nod,  at  the  same  time 
to  acquaint  tiiem,  that  tiis  majesty  has  no  ob- 
jection to  the  parliameot’sgiving  to  the  South 
Sea  Company  such  ease  and  relief,  in  the  time 
of  making  the  payments  due  Co  Che  public,  tu 
thelinuse  of  Commons  aliail  think  St  and  rva- 
lotsable.” 

This  Message  was  referred  to  the  considera- 
tiiin  of  a Committee  of  the  whole  House  ihe 
Friday  follovring  : end  then  a clause  was  or- 
dered to  be  inserted  in  ibe  Bill,  For  ingrafting 
part  of  the  Stock  and  Fund  of  the  South  Sea 
Company,  to  restrain  the  Corporations  of  ihe 
Bank  of  England,  of  the  Sooth  Sea  Company, 
and  of  the  East  India  Company,  from  lending 
any  sum  of  money  Cn  their  proprietors  upon 
their  stock  exceeding  iOOf.  for  lOOf.  capital 
■took. 

TaBFtEST  Repobtofthe  Committee  op 

SecHEi  Y UN  TBE  PkoCLEDINCS  OP  TUB  SoUTI 

Sci  Company.]  February  Id.  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  Mr.  Brodrick,  fcoiu  tbe 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  enquire  into  all  tlie  proceedings  reiaiing  to 
tbe  execution  of  the' act  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  iutitUd,  ‘ An  act  for  enabling  the 
‘ South  Sea  Company  to  iucrease  their  present , 
* capital  stock,  dec.’ reported  the  matter  as  it 
appeared  to  them,  which  iliey  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  Hnuse  ; and  having  read 
the  said  Report  in  his  place,  which  tuuk  up 
near  two  hours  and  half,  he  delivered  it  in  at 
the  table,  where  the  same  was  again  read  as 
follows : 

Tub  First  Report  op  the  Committee  of 
Secrecy  on  the  Proceedincs  ce  tee 
South  Sea  Company.* 

The  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointe  d«>  enquire 
into  alt  Proceedings  refuting  to  the  execution 
of  the  Act  passed  last  session  of  parliament, 
iniicled,  ‘ nn  Act  lor  enabling  tbe  South  Sea 
* Company  to  increase  their  present  capital 
‘ stock  and  fund,’  dec,  have  endeavoured, 
with  continued  application  to  discharge  the 


* ” The  iirst  Report  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Secrecy  when  presented  to  the  House,  exposed 
a scene  of  fraud  and  iniquity  almusi  unparal- 
leled in  the  annals  ufhietory.  The  Committee 
stated  thiit  their  i iquiry  liad  been  attended 
with  numM'nus  emburrassmentsand  di£culties ; 
thaiiu  tlwidiSbi«LV  tojQks- were  made  fRlseact! 


trust  repos^  in  thsm.  At  the  entrance  iaie 
their  enquiry  they  observed  the  rnatietx 
referred  to  them  were  of  great  variety  and 
extent.  Miinypenons  were  entrusted  with  dif- 
ferent parts  in  the  execution  of  this  law,  aud 
nnder  the  colour  thereof  acted  m un  unnar- 
raniable  manner,  in  disposing  of  the  proper, 
ties  of  many  thousands  ol  persons,  amount- 
ing to  many  millions  of  money. 


Getitious  entries,  with  blanks,  erasures,  and  al- 
terations, and  in  sume,  tbe  leaves  were  lora 
out.  Some  books  had  been  destroyed,  others 
secreted. 

“ Before  tbe  South  Sen  Bill  was  passed,  and 
with  a view  to  promote  it,  the  Directors,  to 
whom  the  secret  management  was  pnncipally 
intrusted,  had  disposed  of  a fictitious  stock  uf 
574,000/.  This  stock  was  noted  as  sold  at  seve- 
ral days,  and  at  varioos  prices,  from  ISOtn  315 
per  cent,  amouoiing  in  the'  whole  to  1,159,3!S/. 
it  was  CD  be  esteemed  as  fanlden  of  tbe  Com- 
pany, for  the  benefit  of  the  pretended  purcha- 
sers, though  no  mutual  agreement  was  tlien 
made  fur  the  delivery  or  acceptance  of  iba 
stock  at  any  slated  time;  no  money  wasda- 

gisited,  and  no  security  given  for  the  payment. 

y this  contrivance,  no  loss  codid  have  beea 
susiniiied,  if  the  stock  should  fall,  and  the 
gain  would  be  received,  if  it  should  rise. 

“ As  this  fictiiious  stuck  was  designed  for 
promoting  the  Bill,  the  sub  and.  depoty  govern- 
ois,  Sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Chester, 
Mr.  Hnkticcb,  and  Mr.  Knight,  thecishier,  bad 
cheebief  disposal  of  it,  and  it  was  distributed  as 


follows: 

To  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  at  the  X- 
request  of  Mr.  Craggs,  sen.  - - 50,000 
The  dutches^  of  Kendal  - - • 10,000 
The  countess  of  Platen  - - - 10,000 
Her  two  nieces  ------  10,000 

Mr.  Ciaggs,  senior  - - - - 30,000 

Charles  .Stanhope,  esqoire  - - - 10,000 
The  Sword  Blade  Company  - - 50,000 


“ It  also  appeared, that  Charles  Stanhope  had 
received  a difTerence  of  S50,000f.  through  tbe 
bands  of  sir  George  Casnal  and  Co.  butthxt 
bis  name  had  been  partly  erased  from  their 
books,  and  altered  toSiangape.  That  Aislahie, 
Chancellor  of  the  Eicliequer,  had  an  aceoonl 
with  Turner,  Caswal,  and  Co.  to  the  amount 
of794,451/.  and  that  he  had  advised  the  Com- 
pany to  make  the  second  subscription  1,600,0001. 
instead  of.T  million,  by  their  own  auihorit.v,  and 
without  any  warrant.  That  of  the  third  subscrip- 
litm,  Aislabie’s  list  amounted  to  70, OOOt  Sun- 
derland's toieo.OOOi.Craggs’s  to  659,0001.  and 
Stanhope’s  to  47,000/.  That  on  tb*  P»"“« 
I stock  which  had  been  sold,  there  was,  by  tae 
: means  of  Mr.  Knight,  Bdeficieocy  of400,0W. 
j This  report  *05  succeeded  bysix  otheis,  1»“ 
importmit ; at  the  end  of  the  lut,  .*‘5’ 
mittee  declared  that  tbe  absence  of  Knjgnj* 
who  had  been  principally  and  solely 
put  a period  to  their  iuguiries  into  iha  blae« 
<uoidi(hiSU;acdvc'&ffM:Si'’;  Csic'a  Walp®!*' 


IIS] 

In  the  progress  of  their  entjuirj  your  Com- 
eiktee  fuuml  ic  aitcnded  niiii  many  difficuU 
lies. 

In  some  of  the  Sonics  producctl  befoic  them, 
^se  end  hccitious  entries  were  loaile ; in 
ethers,  entries  with  blanks;  in  ocbera,  entries 
with  razures  and  alterations ; and  in  others, 
leaves  were  torn  out.  They  ii,uiid  fnrihtr,  I 
thnt  some  books  hurl  been  ilescruyed,  and  others 
taken  away  or  secreted ; nevertheless,  your 
Conimiliee  are  enabled  to  lay  some  matters  ol 
importance  before  the  House  ior  their  present 
consideration. 

The  hrsc  matter  tint  offered  itself  to  the 
cniisideratioii  of  your  Committee  was  ascene  of 
iniquity  and  corruption,  the  discovery  of  which 
your  ^mmiuee  couceived  to  be  of  Uic  highest  ' 
laiportance  to  the  honour  of  psriiniaenis,  and  , 
the  security  of  his  niajesty's  goveroinenu 

Your  Committee  observed,  in  the  account 
laid  before  the  ILmsc  by  tlie  court  of  directors 
of  the  Snutli  Sea  Corupaiiy,  pursuant  to  your 
order  the  ISth  day  of  December,  tliat  the 
Company  were  therela  supposed  to  hare  re- 
ceived the  sum  ot  1,259,3351.  upon  account  of 
stock  sold  to  the  arnuuiit  of  574,500f.  stuck  : 
wliereupoo  your  Cuomiittee  ordered  the  Com- 
pany's cash  book  to  be  laid  before  them, 
and  upon  iiigpectioti  thereof,  they  found 
(at  fob  ItiO  aud  131)  the  several  entries  of 
stock,  as  sold  for  the  Company,  annexed  at 
the  end  of  this  report,  Nu.  1.  tlie  total  of 
which  entries  amount  (n  the  said  sums  of 
574,5001.  in  stock;  and  of  1,359,3251.  in 
cssh;  but  it  is  very  observable,  that  from  the 
article  of  the  4th  of  February,  1719,  uuto  that 
of  the  IStli  of  April,  1730,  both  locluuve, 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  the  name  of  any 
person  whatsoever  to  whom  the  stock  issuppos- 
ed  to  be  sold. 

The  whole  accounts  comprehended  in  these 
two  pages  of  the  cash-book,  and  entered  in 
this  concealed, manner,  appear,  nevertheless, 
to  have  been  staled  aud  balanced  by  the 
Company’s  committee  of  treasury,  without  ex- 
pressing the  day  when  such  accounts  were 
stated,  and  are  subscribed  by  sir  Joim  Fellows, 
then  sub-governor,  Mr.  Charles  Joye,  tlien 
depuiy.gnvemor,  sir  Lambert  Blackwell,  sir 
Robert  Chaplin,  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  Mr. 
Jacob  Sawbridge,  and  Siepben  Child,  then 
directors  all  of  them  of  the  said  Committee,  and 
sir  Robert  Chaplin,  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  and 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  at  that  time  members  of  this 

Your  Committee,  upon  this  occasion,  take 
tlie  lilrerty  to  remind  the  House  of  a remarkable 
period  in  the  last  session  of  parliament;  that 
upon  tke  2nd  of  February,  1719,  the  House 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  Connnittee  of  the 
whole  House,  appointed  to  consider  of  that  ' 
part  of  his  majesty’s  ^>eecb  which  related  to 
the  public  debts,  that  the  proposals  made  by 
^e  South  Sea  Company  should  he  accepted,  . 
and  ordered  a bill  to  be  brought  in  pursuant  to  I 
the  said  resolution,  which  bill  having  passed  I 
this  House,  iuul,qfi«wBrd|(,i^.Howe  of  j 
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bad  the  royal  assent  upon  Thursday  the  7th  of 
April,  1730. 

Your  Committee,  snrprized  to  see  so  large 
an  account  of  stock  disposed  ol  by  the  Com- 
pany, before  the  passing  the  bill  to  enable  the 
Company  to  increase  their  capital  stock  and 
fluid,  and  before  any  subscription  nr  redemp- 
tion could  be  made,  whereby  their  capital 
stock  was  increased,  preceded  Co  examine 
careliiUy  into  that  iransactina. 

And  upon  examination  of  the  late  sab 
and  depu(y.^ovemurs,  and  the  late  direc- 
torsof  the  South  Sea  Company,  Mr.  Hubert 
Knight,  then  cashier,  Mr.  Rnhert  Surman, 
then  depuiy-cashiei,  Mr.  Jnhn  Grigsby,  then 
accountant,  Mr.  Cluules  i.urkye-,  lli-n  2nd 
nccouRlanr,  and  Mr.  Mniihew  eyii,..ndsold, 
broker,  it  manifestlv  up,  eared  to  your  Com- 
mittee, that  tlie  Cooipany  ui  that  time  vvtis  net 
possessed  Ilf  such  a quantity  of  stock,  wliereof 
they  coalfl  then  make  an  actual  s.ale  and 
transfer;  the  Company  bavnig  nt  that  time,  in 
their  own  right,  only  a small  quantity  of  stock, 
not  exceeding  35,0001.  or  S0,C^/.  at  the 
most.  And  upon  the  inspccciun  of  the  transfer 
books  of  that  time,  as  well  as  upon  examina- 
tion of  tlis  belbre-memioned  persons,  your 
Committee  cannot  find  any  transfers  made  by 
the  Company,  of  any  part  of  tliat  great  quan- 
tity of  stock,  at  the  times  specified  in  the 
cash-book,  (excepting  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
the  lord  Delawar,  and  the  honourable  John 
West,  esq.;  who  sold  their  annuities  to  the 
Company)  and  no  account  of  auy  transfers  of 
such  stock  lias  as  yet  been  given  into  ibis 
House,  although  by  your  order  of  the  l?tb  of 
December  lust  it  was  expressly  required. 

Upon  farther  examination  of  tlie  persons 
beforc-mentioaed,  your  Cummittee  discovered 
tliat  ilih  supposed  sale  of  stock  was  colourubly 
entered  in  ihe  book  for  the  benefit  of  persons, 
whose  oaoies  were  designed  to  be  concealed, 
with  inteniien  to  make  an  inicrest  in  favour  of 
the  Company,  and  to  facilitate  the  acceptance 
of  the  South  Sea  Proposals,  and  Che  passing  the 
bill,  which  were  at  that  time  depending  in  par- 
limaent.  And  to  that  qud,  the  late  sub  and 
deputy-governors,  sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
Mr,  Chester,  and  Mr.  Holdiccb,  lace  directors, 
who  had  the  care  of  soliciliug  the  passing  the 
bill,  together  with  Mr..  Knight,  the  ca^er, 
had  the  power.of  disposing  of  this  stock. 

And  tlie  general  method  hy  which  this  prac- 
tice was  carried  on,  was  thus : 

This  stock  was  set  down,  as  sold  at  several 
days  and  at  several  prices,  from  150f.  per  cent, 
to  335f.  per  cent,  and  was  froia  those  times  to 
be  esteemed  as  taken  in,  or  holden  by  the 
Company,  for  the  benefit  of  (be  pretended 
purchasers,  slthnugh  no  mutual  agreemeot  was 
then  made  for  Uie  delivery,  nr  acceptance  of 
tbe  stock,  at  any  certain  time,  and  nlibongh 
no  money  was  paid  down,  nor  any  deposit,  or 
other  security,  Riven  to  the  Company  for  pay- 
ment, by  the  supposed  purchasers:  so  that  if 
the  price  of  stock  had  fallen,  as  might  be  ex- 
pqc^,if|,U)P  sffhMwi,i9d,)9BCVij^,  no  loss 
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could  hove  been  sustained  bjr  them ; but  if  the 
price  of  stoch  siiooid  advance  (as  it  aciuaJly 
did  by  Use  success  of  the  scheme;  the  diSer* 
ence  by  ihe  advance  price  was  to  be  made 
food  to  tbe  pretended  purr-basers : and  accord* 
ingly  the  account  of  such  stock  nas  n>ade  up, 
and  adjusted  with  Mr.  Knight,  and  the  money 
arising  by  the  diifeience  of  the  price,  between 
tbe  times  of  such  taking  in,  or  bolding  of  the 
slock,  and  the  making  such  adjusimencs,  was 
paid,  or  allowed,  out  of  the  ccmpaiiy’scasli, 
to  die  pretended  purchasers;  but  noentriesof 
such  adjusttnents,  or  of  names  of  the  persons 
with  whom  the  said  were  made,  appear  to  your 
Committee  in  any  of  the  books  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

Str  Theoihre  Jansun  affirmed,  tliac  when  the 
said  accouol  in  the  cash-book  was  laid  by  Air. 
Kuiglit  before  their  Committee  of  treasury,  to 
be  passed  and  signed,  ao  oljection  being  made 
tlift  blanks  were  left  for  tbe  buyers  of  ibissiock, 
the  late  suUgoveruor,  and  l^r.  Knight,  said, 
there  were  reasons  for  passing  the  account  in 
that  manner,  and  that  tbe  stock  was  dispMed 
of  to  persons  whose  names  were  not  preper  to 
be  known  to  a great  many,  but  at  a nt  time  a 
perfect  account  thereof  should  be  made  np, 
and  that  if  ibe  bill  did  pass  the  slock  would  be 
well  sold. 

Mr.  Hebert  Surman  declared,  that  abont  the 
3d  of  April,  1720,  Mr.  Knight  the  cashier, 
shewed  mm  that  account  of  stock  sold  in  the 
Cash-book  (fob  120,  and  121)  and  told  die  exu^ 
sniuont,  that  there  was  a Committee  appointed 
tolook  into  tbe  state  of  the  cash  Coat  night, 
and  that  he,  Mr.  Knight,  having  thereby 
charged  liimself  with  the  value  of  so  large  a 
quantity  of  stock  sold,  would  appear  to  have  a 
great  sum  of  money  in  his  bands,  which  he 
really  had  not,  niid  tlterefore  said,  he  would 
write  offa  suppose’Isumof  800,0001.  as  lent  by 
the  Company  to  sundry  persons  upon  400,0001. 
Mock,  and  Mr.  Knight  did  then  accordingly 
enter  the  same  with  bis  own'  hand,  (fol.  130) 
of  tbe  said  cash-book,  in  tbe  following  words, 

“ 1730.  April  3.  By  loan  to  sundries  on  se* 
curity  uf  400,000c  South-Sea  Stock,  at  an  in- 
terest of  5l,  per  cent,  per  aonum.  800,000/. 

That  Mr.  Robert  Surman  farther  declared, 
be  did  uot  know  tliat  any  part  of  the  said 
xnnney  was  really  lent,  but  the  entry  was  made 
to  that  effect  by  Mr.  Knight,  wicli  an  intention 
loanswer,in  port,  theaccountof  stock  sold; 
be  believed  also  chat  the  entry  in  the  same 
book  was  written  by  Mr.  Knight,  as  fullows, 
(fol.  121.) 

“ April  1 1.  By  account  of  Joan  on  South-Sea 
Stock,  lent  to  suudries  on  security  of  100,000/, 
stock  at  850,  at  an  interest  of  5 per  cent,  per 
annum,  350,000/.” 

As  10  the  greatest  part,  if  not  tbe  whole  of 
tbatsnm,  it  was  entered  witK  tbe  same  view  ; 
and  the  examinant  at  thattimetookii,  that  this 
stock  eotesed  as  sold  in  the  cash-book,  was  not 
paid  for,  ond  for  tliat  reason  Mr.  Kuigbt  enter- 
ed these  sums  of  aoOfiOOl.  and  250,000/.  as 

actoally  .dinh»KHdv  tofeske  »,balAOte 
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upon  the  account,  as  it  now  stands  in  the  cash 
book. 

That  tbe  examinant  observing.the  said  entr* 
of  stock  told,  Mr.  Knight  told  liim,  that  it  *4 
a (ransaciion  of  a private  nature,  and  Ibu  a 
great  port  of  it  was  disposed  of  to  persons  of 
distinction. 

Mr.  Ajtell,  one  of  the  late  directors,  likewise 
declared,  that  be  believed  the  smd  article  of 
loon  of  800,1^4  on  400,000/.  stock  was  en. 
terad  as  a blind  to  answer  the  account  of  re. 
ceiptsun  the  other  side  of  the  caslt-book,  ftir 
chat  be  could  not  hod  auy  minute  thereof  in  the 
other  books  of  the  compnnr. 

Mr.  Stephen  Child  said,  that  he  touktlie 
articles  of  stock  bought  and  sold  in  thecasK 
book,  to  be  ftetitioos,  and  to  bo  entered  in  that 
manner  merely  tomMe  a balance. 

Whilst  your  committee  had  this  matter  under 
examination,  viz.  upon  tbe  27th  day  of  Janoaiy 
last,  the  court  of  directors  (pursuant  to  your 
order  of  the  17tii  of  December  preceding,  re> 
quiring  a particular  accounc  of  this  stock  sold, 
and  by  whom,  and  10  whom  iraosferccd)  laid 
before  this  Bouse  a book,  coniaining  an  ac- 
count of  stock  sold,  as  they  received  it  ftnni 
tlieir  committee  of  tremry,  without  men.  , 
cioiiing  that  any  part  of  such  stock  was  actutdly 
transferred. 

And  your  committee  eiamioiog  into  that 
account,  sir  John  Blunt  (from  whom  your 
conuniriee  received  the  6rsi  material  infer, 
mations)  tbe  late  sub  and  drputy-goveroor% 

Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr.  Astell,  Mr,  Chester,  late 
rectors,  and  Mr.  RobertSurman,  loforined  them,  { 
that  they  believed,  and  that  it  was  generally  so 
understood  among  the  directors,  that  tbe  said  | 
ncuonnt  laid  before  this  House,  is  not  a true  1 
account;  and  that  there  are  ranay  fictitious 
names  therein,  as  the  names  of  several  broken  1 
and  others,  which  arc  made  use  of  to  cover  ths 
names  ot  other  persons,  who  liad  the  real  heoe> 
fit  of  such  stock,  and  who  nevertheless  or  not 
mentiuned  in  that  account,  but  that  the  names  ' 
of  persons  of  distinction  or  condition  therein  | 
contained  are  real. 

Mr.  Astell  declared,  that  pressing  Mr.  1 
Knight  upon  the  repeat^  orders  of  the  direc- 
tors to  make  up  tbe  account  of  this  slock,  Mr.  j 
Knight  answered,  timt  he  could  not  comply 
with  these' orders,  without  giving  up  forty  or 
fifty  of  the  Coumany’s  beat  friendk  I 

Sir.  Robert  Surmsa  gave  your  committee  a , 
faither  explanation  of  Uie  framing  tbisaccount  1 
as  fullows. 

That  since  the  order  of  the  House  roquiring 
thisacenunt,  he  assisted  Mr.  Knight  in  pr^ 

paring  a draugbtthereof,  and  by  Mr.  Knight’s 

direction,  be  wrote  down  several  immes,  which 
Mr.  Knight  read  to  him  out  of  a book  with  • 
green  cover,  wherein  Mr.  Knight  bad  kept  an 
account  of  this  stock  entered  in  tlie  cash-book 
of  the  Company,  and  also  of  aubscriptioni,  b« 
believed  Mr.  Knight  did  not  give  him  al|  the 
true  names,  because  Mr.  Knight  sooeiunea 
turned  over  a leaf  or  two  without  giving  him  a 
; tuKsie^tdtbougljtlierewirs^ia  lisrelsatesuiB** 
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offmom  i^tb  u'bom  nn  Mcotint  «n»  tliFre 
mtprcd.  And.Mr.  Soriuiin  fttrcher  aaid,  (hat 
Ite  reineniLK^,  that  in  llie  sniiia  book,  nc  tlie 
head  ot  a lir^  accnii-it,  nhorciti  (be  debtor 
aide  Came  near  tu  the  bottom  of  (Iw  page,  he 
(ftw,  the  liaise  of  Joint  Aieinbie,  caq.  late 
chBHi^Inr  of  tlie  eichetjuBr,  but  Mr.  KiiigbC 
(uraed  uve  thui  leuf,  end  did  not  give  bim 
that  name  tn  insert  in  ihe  account. 

Timt  at  rbe  bced  of  aiHitlier  account,  in  ilie 
(nine  book,  be $»>('  tlie  nameuf  Jauiei,  Cragge, 
an. 

That  at  the  bend  of  another  account  in  that 
book,  he  saw  the  uuiue  of  Cburlus  Stanhope, 
«tq. 

All  which  were  nceounts  of  stock  and  sub- 
foriptio^  but  Mr.  Kmglii  left  out  ail  these 
nstaes  in  tins  account;  and  after  it  was  thus 
drawn  ->at  from  the  green  book,  and  from  some 
letceis  wiiiuh  .Mr.  Knight  iheo  delivered  to  ibis 
examinimi,  tiic  sums  not  coming  right,  Mr. 
Knight  made  several  nUerations  in  (he  names 
tad  prices,  and  iiisertedoihernames  and  prices 
solhitBe  the  accouui  in  the  manner  it  nuwap- 

^ Mr.  Francis  Himes,  one  of  the  Inie  directors, 
iikewisedreinred,  chat  about  the  time  of  making 
ihelaK  Midsummerdiridend,  Mr.  Knight  in- 
ftirmed  liim,  that  Ite  (Mr.  Koklit)  held  stock 
for  John  Aislabie,  esq.  and  that  M hod  nn  ac- 
onunt  of  stock  depending  with  Mr.  Aislnbie, 
and  the  examinant  beiiered  that  sucli  stock 
had  been  taken  in  sutne  time  before,  and  that 
Mr.  Knight  held  sach  stock  with  the  Company’s 
luiHiey. 

And  the  examinant  added,  that  he  believed 
tlie  reason  of  entering  the  574,500/.  stock  told, 
in  the  cash-book,  was  to  give  persons  an  up- 
pwtnuily  of  having  slock  at  low  prices,  and 
that  great  partof  tlmstocksold,  wasdisposed  of 
iur  the  forwardiug  the  bill. 

Vourcomtnmee  ptcrceedtng  to  examine  sir 
John  Blunr,  concerning  the  disposal  oftiie  So 
titioas  Suuih-Sea  Stock  befure-inentioned,  be 
acquainted  them,  ilmt  ihe  latter  end  of  FeW- 
ary,  or  die  beginning  of  March  lost,  Mr.  Knight 
to(d  Irim,  and  (as  he  remefflliered)  the  late  de- 
poty.goreniur,  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  Mr.  Cliester, 
that  Mr.  Craggs  the  pusi-mnsterdesired  to  iiiive 
80,000/.  stock  buuglit,  or  taken  in  at  the  cur- 
rent price,  vix.  50,CX)0/.  for  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, or  his  friends,  and  the  reraeiiiing  30,000/. 
for  Mr.  Craggs,  nr  liis  friends:  that  this  requiut 
was  complied  witli,and  80,000/.  of  the  com- 
pany’s stock  was  directed  to  be  applied  ac- 
cordingly, vrhichihe  examinant  takes  to  be  part 
of  the  sum  of  113,000/.  entered  into  (he  com- 

S'l  caslt-book  as  sold  ontbeUlih  day  of 
uary  1719,  at  175/.  |icr  cent.  That  no 
money  appears  tn  have  been  paid  for  the 
nbove-iocmioned  80,000/.  But  sir  .Tolm  Blum 
said,  tliat  some  lime  in  March  Mr.  Knight 
slwived  liim  a nnte  for  the  .'lO.OOO/.  stock, 
•Jgned  Sanderland,  which  Mr.  Knight  said  was 
the  earl  of  Sunderland’s  hand,  and  the  exami- 
Mnt  bdteved  it  to  be  so,  liaving  seen  bis  lord- 
*wp'i  hand,  to,  t?«sut7-TT^aT5»«.  uisd.fird.ws. 
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The  note,  to  Ihe  best  of  Ids  remembram*,  was 
to  the  effect  follawiiig.  Tlmt  whereas  Mr. 
Kaighcliad  bought  sercml  parcels  ufScatli-Sn 
Stuck  for  the  earl  ofSunderinnd,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  were  therein  specilied,  antuuatiog 
in  the  wliuieto500,OOOA  stock, at  severalprices, 
the  money  payable  fur  which  amounts  to  more 
tiuin  80,000/.  his  lordship  promised  (o  pay  the 
said  mouey,  with  iniaresC,  at  a certain  time 
thereiu  memiuiied:  that  since  the  beginoing 
of  this  session  of  pariiomeiit,  the  examinant 
and  Mr.  Kniglic  discoursing  about  thecompaov*B 
ficutiuus  Slock,  and  particularly  concerniog  the 
earl  of  Sanderliind's  part  nfic,  the  exatninatic 
asked  bow  he  would  couceal  that  ? Mr.  Knight 
replied,  he  would  go  ibrouBh  thick  and  thin 
riidier  than  discover  it.  That  the  examinant 
dues  not  Jiuuw  of  any  mmiev  paid,  or  oote,  or 
other  security,  given  by  Itfr.  Craggs  for  the 
30,000/.  residue  of  the  80,000/.  stock. 

Mr.  EdvrartI  GibhoB,  aiiotlier  of  the  Inic  di- 
rectors, said,  that  Mr.  Knight  told  iiiui,  that 
some  time  in  February,  1719,  be  was  to  supply 
aod  (uruishtbeeari  of  Sunderland,  with  50,O00C 
stock,  at  between  170  and  180/.  per  cent, 
which  was  tbgpriccofstockat  that  time. 

Mr.  Jave,  late  deputy-governor,  declared, 
that  Mr.  Knight,  about  ten  or  eleven  montlia 
since,  told  him,  that  100,000/.  stock  must  be 
reserved  for  Mr.  Craggs  of  cbe  Post-office,  in 
trust  for  others;  whereupon  the  examinant 
asking,  What ! for  my  lord  Sunderland ; he 
repH^,  not  for  liimseif,  but  his  friends.  Mr. 
Joye  said  farther,  that  Mr.  Knight  told  him 
since  the  inquiry  hegan,  that  the  sum  promised 
to  Mr.  Crsg^  was  but  30,000/. 

The  before  named  Jaimi  Craggs,  esq.  beiug 
examined,  said,  that  he  never  did  apply  to  Mr. 
KniglitjOraiwotlier  person  whacsoaver,  to  bare 
any  of  the  Company's  Stock,  or  to  have  any 
stock  taken  in  for  him  by  the  Company. 

Mr.  lUchard  HolSUcii,  another  ot  the  late 
directors,  said,  that  lie  was  told  by  Mr.  Knight, 
That  50,000/.  of  the  company’s  stock,  said  to 
be  sold,  nos  held  for  a noble  lord  in  a high 
statioQ.  Tlmt  ho  apprehended  and  believed 
ciiat  by  the  lord  ia  a iiigh  station,  Mr.  Knigbc 
meant  the  earl  of  Suoderland ; but  Mr.  Knight 
being  since  asked  abuot  it,  said,  that  it  did  ant 
j go  that  way,  but  it  weut  another  way,  ot  words 
tothatciTect. 

Your  Committee  ia  the  coarse  of  sir  JuJtt 
Blunt’s  exaimhation  asked  him,  whetlier  he 
knew  of  any  more  of  the  Company's  stock  dis- 

Cosed  of,  ill  order  to  facilitate  the  passing  the 
ill  / lie  answered,  that  he  Ifttieved  (tie 
dutcitess  of  Kendal,  her  two  nieces,  and  tlie 
countess uf  Platen,  weretbepersonsforwhose 
beneCt  35,000/.  ■tock*’was  entered  in  the  Com- 

C’s  casli-buok,  as  sold  on  the  4ili  of  Fe- 
cy,  1719. 

I That  some  rime  after  the  4tb  day  of  February, 

; 1719,  mid  while  the  said  scheme,  or  bill,  was 
depending  in  ibe  Uuuse,  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs, 
in  Wesirainster-ball,  spoke  to  biin,  and  to  ihs 
late  sub  and  deputy-governors,  and  to  Mr. 
tCbsttw,-  p»,ibni.hf!iiiJf.of„t{ip  pttsons  above- 
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named,  and  lakl,  be  really  tiiou|;lit  it  was  for 
the  iocerest  of  the  Campuuy  to  eoeoge  prnooa 
of  ihrif  ruah  to  be  concerned  ia  it,  or  words 
to  (hat  effect ; whereupnn  it  was  agreed,  time 
they  shoold  have  36.000/.  of  the  Company's 
stock  at  the  price  mentioned,  which  was  150 
per  cent,  althougfi  tlie  market  price,  as  be  he- 
Uered,  was  then  somewhat  bigger.  That  be 
bxik  it  for  granted  the  agreement  was  eiovo 
made  eood. 

That  Mr.  Knight  bad  the  raantgenient  of 
this  affair,  and  usm  to  keep  an  account  of  the 
stock  thus  disposed  of  in  a book  of  his  own ; 
but  he  then  apprehended  liie  duchess  of  Keo- 
did,  Bud  the  countess  of  Platen,  did  nut  either 
of  them  know  that  the  other  was  to  hare  any 

Sir  JoAn  Felloas,  kite  sub-gorernor,  on  his 
examination  said,  that  whilst  the  proposalii 
irom  the  South  Sek  Company,  or  the  Bill  in 
the  House  of  Commons  was  depending,  Mr. 
Knight  told  him,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Cmggs 
proposed,  that  13,000/.  of  tlie  company$ 
atock  should  be  disposed  of  to  the  duchess  of 
Kendal,  12,000/.  to  the  countess  of  Platen,  aud 
12,000/.  to  the  duchess's  two  nieces.  The 
examioant  agreed  they  should  have  the  stock, 
paying  the  market-price,  which  was  then  above 
150  per  cent.  But  Mr.  Knight  telliog  theexa- 
niinant,  that  he  tlioughc  they  were  entitled  to 
the  stuck  from  the  first  application  made  for  it, 
at  wliich  liioe  the  price  was  about  150  per 
cent. ; this  naminant  consented  that  tiicy 
should  have  it  at  that  price.  Ue  added  far- 
ther, that  Mr.  Secretary  Cragp  did  at  his  office 
recommend  the  nbove-mentioacd  proiiosal,  and 
said  that  itnuuld  be  fur  the  service  ot  the  com- 
pany to  have  such  persons  proprietors.  He 
said  likewise,  that  ttie  same  proposal  was  at 
another  time  made  to  him  and  others  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Craggs  in  Westmiosler-hall.  That 
the  examinant  and  the  deputy-governor  waited 
on  the  duchess  of  Kendal,  and  nequaiuted  her 
with  the  proposals  and  that  Mr.  Knight  should 
have  orders  to  follow  her  directions,  and  de- 
sired tier  good  offices  on  the  Cunipany's  be- 
half; that  tbe  duchess  received  them  civiliy, 
and  thanked  them  fur  it.  Tbe  examinant  said 
also,  That  a letter  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Knight  to 
tbe  countess  of  Platen,  signed  by  the  examinant, 
and  the  deputy-governor,  to  acquaint  her  with 
(he  said  proposal,  und  that  she  wrote  an  an- 
swer, signifying  her  acceptance,  but  chat  be  had 
lust  the  letter. 

Mr.  Edaard  Gilibon,  another  of  the  said  di- 
rectors, beiog  examined,  declared,  That  whilst 
iheSouth-Sea  bill  was  depending  io  the  House, 
he  was  at  a conversation  in  VVestminster-hnll, 
at  which  were  present  jM/.  Secretary  Crsggs, 
tbe  sub  and  depuiy-gnvemors,  and  Mr.  Chester, 
where  Mr.  ^crelary  proposed,  that  about 
30,000/.  stuck  should  be  disposed  of  lo  certain 
laidi' s.  whose  having  stock  would  be  of  service 
Co  the  Company,  or  to  that  effect,  which  was 
consented  to;  and  he  believed  they  were  fo- 
reigners, but  did  nutlinow  their  names. 

Mr,  d^i|y'-goiernor,^nfor«ied  ^ 
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the  Committee  Liiac  some  time  before  ibj 
sbure-inentiuiied  conrersation  m WeAimiiister- 
hall,  Mr.  K.iigh:  told  him,  Mr.  Secretary  Ciaggi 
had  mentioned  in  him,  tliac  it  would  benrlJite. 
able  CO  have  some  grci^  ladies  concerned  in  the 
Company's  stock,  and  tiint  they  sliouM  have  it 
at  150  per  cent.  That  sunn  alter  sir  Jnlin  Fe|. 
lows,  Mr.  Knight,  anil  himself,  heitig  at  My. 
Secretary  Cr.iMS's  office,  the  same  proposal  wm 
again  reiieweo  by  the  sccretanN  and  was  con- 
semed  te  by  sir  John  Fellows,  .Mi.  Kmglit,  and 
himself;  he  did  not  exactly  remember  the  pru- 

Erlions  in  which  Che  stock  was  to  be  provided 
t on  the  best  recollecliuii  lie  could  make,  he 
thought  the  duchess  of  Kendal  was  to  have 
10,000/.  stock,  and  the  countess  of  Platen  the 
like  sum,  and  tlie  duchess's  nieces  5,000/.  each, 
Mr.  /^c  said  also,  Tlutt  there  was  a conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs  in  Weslmui- 
ster-hall,  concerning  the  afore-mentioned  pro- 
posal ; That  he  could  not  recollect  what  then 
pasted,  but  remembered  that  soon  after  sir  John 
Fellows  and  himself  were  inimduced  to  the 
duchess  of  Kendal,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs, 
who  interpreted  between  them ; tliac  they  ac- 
quainted her  with  the  offer,  nnd  that  directions 
would  be  given  to  Mr.  Knight,  to  transfer  the 
stock  on  payment  of  the  moneys  that  the 
duchess  seemed  well  pleased  with  the  offer, 
thanked  them,  and  wished  them  good  euccesr. 

lie  farther  said,  that  talking  with  Mr. 
Knight,  «ncr  tliis  inquiry  begun,  he  said,  that 
neither  die  duchess  of  Keiid.-U,  nor  ber  nieces, 
had  any  stock  transferred  to  them,  but  that  the 
countess  of  Platen  hart ; to  whicii  Mr.  Joye  re- 
plied, that  he  did  not  believe  him. 

Mr.  Robert  Ckutcr,  one  of  the  late  directors, 
being  examined  likewise  about  the  said  conver- 
sation in  WesUninscer-bail,  concurred,  in  sub- 
stance, with  wbat  sir  John  Fellows  bas  before 
declared. 

Sir  John  BUinl  said  likewise,  that  after  ibis 
examination  on  Friday  the  37th  of  January 
last,  Air.  Joye  came  to  his  lodgings,  aud  asked 
him  touching  wliat  had  passed  in  his  exurnina- 
tion  before  your  committee.  That  sir  John 
Blunt  told  him,  be  bad  said  notluug  of  the 
ministry:  Wbai!  says  Mr.  Joye,  nor  of  the 
ladies  neither  / To  which  sir  John  replied,  that 
be  bad  not. 

Tliat  III)  Saturday  tbe  28th  of  Janua^  last, 
soon  after  sir  John  Blont  hud  been  again  exa- 
mined by  your  committee  at  tbe  South-Sea 
house,  Air.  Joye  came  to  him,  and  asked  him 
wl.Ht  had  passed  ; that  sir  John  told  him  be 
was  under  on  obligation  of  secrecy;  tlint  he 
loved  i.im  very  well,  and  that  tbe  best  way  wu 
to  tell  the  whole  truth : What,  says  Iilr.  Joye. 

of  the  ladies,  and  all/  Yea  (says  sir  John)  the 
examination  is  very  strict,  and  nothing  hut  the 
troth  will  do. 

Mr.  Ji^c  being  examined  by  your  commiiiee 
to  die  nliove-meiiiioned  conversation  beiwee" 
biiu  and  sir  John  DIuui,  did  admit  ibii  the  sub* 
stance  ofit  was  true. 

Mr.  Uoldileh  also  informed  your  CommieW 

80,000/.  of «« . 
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Company's  stock,  said  to  be  sold,  wiu  for  a cer- 
(tiii  person,  who  liad  deserved  well;  and  that 
some  oclier  person,  or  persons  of  diitiDciiun  at 
court  (or  words  to  chat  elTecc)  were  to  have  40 
or  50,000/.  of  the  Company’s  acock  reserved  for 

Sir  John  Blxint  being  again  eracnined,  in- 
formed your  commiccee,  that  Mr.  Kui^t  had 
the  chief  manszement  of  the  disposal  of  the 
Company’s  stock ; and,  that  whilst  die  South- 
Sea  bill  was  depending  in  the  Hnuse  of  Com- 
mons, Mr.  Knight  acquainted  him,  that  Mr. 
Cliarles  Stanliope,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
treasury,  desired  to  have  10,000/.  stock  bought, 
or  taken  in,  for  him,  at  the  market-price,  which 
wu  then  about  250/.  per  cent,  but  the  said  Mr. 
Stanliope  did  not  absolutely  agree  to  have  the 
stock  at  that  time;  but  the  same  day,  or  the 
day  following,  lilr.  Knight  shewed  sir  John 
Blunt  a letter,  signed  Cliarles  Stauhope,  where 
he  desired  to  have  the  said  10,000/.  stuck 
bought,  or  taken  in,  for  him,  and  sir  Joliu 
Blunt  consented  that  he  should  have  it  accord- 

That  on  the  strictest  enquiry  your  Commit- 
tee cannot  discover,  that  the  said  Mr.  Stan- 
hope ever  paid,  or  gave  any  security  to  pay,  for 
tile  said  stock,  or  Uiat  any  actual  transfer  was 
made  to  him  of  it. 

Mr.  Richard  Molditch  being  again  examined, 
said,  he  understood  by  Mr.  Kuight,  that  10  or 
19,000/.  of  the  Company's  stock,  said  to  be 
sold,  was  held  for  Mr.  Charles  Stanliope  of  the  . 
treasury. 

That  Mr.  Knight  told  him,  that  the  said  Mr. 
Stanhope*  was  undetermined  in  the  morniug, 
when  lie  drst  mentioned  it,  whether  he  would 
tiave  it  or  no,  but  in  the  evening  agreed  to 

Your  Committee  find  upon  inspection  of 
the  account  of  cash  kept  by  the  South-Sea 
Company  wiili  the  Bank  of  England,  that  by 
notes  drawn  upon  the  Bank  by  the  cashier  of 
iJie  South-Sea  Company  the  sums  following, 
amounting  to  51,731)/.  13s.  were  paid  to  Charles 
Stanhope,  esq.  one  of  tlie  secretaries  of  the 
treasury,  out  of  the  cash  of  theSouthSea  Com- 
pany, at  the  days  following,  viz.  May  the  7th, 
3,662/.  13s.  May  die  12tli,  600/.  June  the 
16ih,  40,609/.  September  the  lUtli,  4,865/. 

Upon  the  examination  of  Jacob  Sawbridge, 
CH|-  late  one  of  the  directors,  and  of  the  Com- 
miitce  of  treasury  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
and  also  a copartner  widi  Elias  Turner  and 
tompmiy,  with  whom  part  of  the  cash  of  the 
South  Sea  Company  bad  been  usually  kept,  till 
within  three  or  four  luunliis  past,  and  upon 
perusal  of  their  books,  your  Committee  disco- 
vered adispositioiiof  50,000/.  of  the  Company's 
stock,  (ns  it  was  then  called)  unto  the  said 
Tunier,  Sawbridge,  and  sir  George  Casnall, 
which  sum  now  appears  in  the  account  ofstock 
•old,  laid  belore  this  House,  viz. 

March  *i.  Turner,  Caswall,  and  Company, 
(*0,000/.  SSO)  120,000/. 

Ditto.  10,000/.  (970)  27,000/. 

The  panidtlM.af  whu;h  Bi&ir.lo  /ar  a8 
Vot,  VII. 


lates  to  the  said  50,000/.  your  committee  do 
now  lay  befure  the  House ; and  for  the  better 
inforniatiou  of  die  House,  they  hove  annexed 
in  the  Appendix  t:>  their  Hep<irt,  No,  II.  exact 
Cranscriptii  of  their  several  articles  and  accounts 
contained  in  the  several  bonks  of  Tomer  and 
company,  unto  which  their  Itcport  liasieference. 

Sir  Jacob  Sawbridge  being  examined,  as  to 
his  passing  nnd  signine  the  account  of  stock 
sold,  entered  in  the  casn-book  of  the  South-Sea 
Company,  without  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  it  was  sold ; and  also  the  oisposition 
thereof,  acknowledged  that  he  allowed  ami 
signed  the  said  account,  and  made  no  objec- 
tion thereto,  Mr.  Knight  saying,  that  the  ac- 
count was  right;  but  the  examinant  said  he 
could  not  Cell  to  whom  that  stock  was  sold, 
Mr.  Knight  not  giving  the  committee  of  trea- 
sury any  particulars  thereof;  but  at  length  Mr. 
Sawbridge  owned  that  he  had  50,000/.  part  of 
the  68,000/.  stock  mentioned  in  the  cash-book 
to  be  sold  the  21st  day  of  March  1719,  at  950/. 
per  cent,  and  said  that  when  the  charter  of 
Turner  and  company  was  ordered  to  belaid 
before  tbe  committee,  appointed  tbe  last  session 
of  parliament,  to  enquire  into  and.  examine 
die  several  subscriptions  for  fishery,  and  other 
pn^ects,  the  said  Tamer  and  company  were 
I obliged  to  sell  50,000/.  Soutb-Sea  atock  mure 
. than  they  had,  (which  be  called  ‘ selling  the 
I ‘ bear')  and  hearing  that  the  South-Sea  Company 
were  selling  stock,  he  bought  (as  he  said)  this 
50,000/.  stock  of  die  Company,  but  admitted 
' that  he  did  not  pay  down  any  money  for  it, 
and  diet  there  was  no  agreement  io  writing  re- 
lating thereunto,  but  if  the  price  of  stock  liad 
fallen,  he  said  he  must  have  stood  to  the  loss 
of  it;  that  this  stock  was  not  then  delivered  to 
him,  but  was  delivered  to  him,  or  his  order,  by 
Mr.  Robert  Surman,  upon  the  lltb  of  June 
1720,  at  which  time  he  paid  the  money  for  it, 
aruountiug  to  125,000/.  tliat  the  price  of  stock 
was  (lieu  advanced  to  750/.  per  ccut.  so  that  at 
the  market-price  this  50,000/.  stock  comes  to 
375,000/.  and  that  be  entered  iu  his  book 
195,000/,  paid  to  die  South  Sea  Company,  and 
entered  950,000/.  as  paid  to  his  own  cash,  but 
did  not  receive  any  money. 

That  he  directed  this  account  of  stock  to  be 
entered  in  a fiedtious  name,  that  their  servants 
might  not  know  it  to  be  the  proper  stock  of 
Turner  and  company,  and  carried  it  to  the  a^ 
count  of  stock  in  ^eir  books,  nh^e  it  is 
blended  with  the  rest  of  die  stock. 

But  Sir  John  Fcllamt  said,  that  he  did  not 
know  of  auy  particular  parcel  of  stock  iiaidea 
for  Turaer  and  company,  till  lately ; and  said 
he  did  not  remember  the  disposal  of  the 
50,000/.  stock,  to  them;  that  Mr.  Knight  used 
to  transact  with  ihein,  and  he  (the examinant) 
lielievad,  the  Company  did  not  intend  to  give 
them  tbe  benefit  of  so  much  stock. 

Your  committee  proceeding  to  inspect  the 
hooks  of  Turner  and  company,  and  to  exaimne 
Daniel  Watkins,  one  of  their  clerks,  and  also 
Mr.  Jacob  Sawbridge,  do  find,  that  upon  the 
lIrirofiJi.u»*'  1?30>  *3i;8i  ^0,WO/.tJlit»sk  and  the 
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improTetl  vnlue  thereof,  amounting  to  379,0001. 
was  regularly  placed  to  the  account  of  Charles 
Stanhope,  ew).  in  tlie  several  Mock  ledger 
hooks  of  Turner  and  company,  mentiooed  in 
the  Appendix,  under  the  fotlorviug  letters,  viz. 
in  the  stock  IHger  hook,  letter  A,  fot.  99,  and 
in  the  stock  ledger,  letter  B,  fol.  7,  and  dS. 
The  entry  in  the  ledger,  letter  A,  is  in  these 
words  on  the  debtor  side. 

1720,  June  11, 

To  cash  for  SS,000f.  Soutli-Sea  stock 
to  llohert  Kmglit  and  Robert  Sur- 

man's  order .F.209,830 

To  Do.  20,000/.  Do.  to  J.  Stokes’s 
account  - 179,770 

;f.375,000 

And  this  account  was  upon  the  same  11th 
of  June  1790,  regularly  entered  in  their  buck, 
cnllrd  the  general  or  clearing-book,  letter  C. 
ful.  110,  and  was  placed  to  Charles  Stanhope, 
«sm  accordingly. 

Daniel  Watkins  declared,  that  he  at  first 
wrote  those  several  entries  in  the  said  book,  in 
the  name  of  Cliarles  Stanhope,  esq.  by  the  di- 
rection of  sir  George  Caswall,  one  oftbe  co> 
partners  with  Turner  and  Sawbridge,  or  from 
some  other  account,  and  believed,  that  he  had 
teen  the  said  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  at  the  of- 
fice of  Turner  and  company,  once  or  oftener, 
in  or  about  the  months  of  May  or  June  last, 
coining  there  to  receive  money,  that  be  .was 
then  told  Mr.  ,Stanhupe’s  name  by  some  clerk 
in  the  oBice,  and  upon  his  examination  de- 
Scribed'Mr.  Stanhope  to  be  a tall  thin  man,  of 
a black  or  brown  complexion,  according  to  his 
remembrance. 

The  said  accounts  mentioning  98,000/.  stock, 
part  of  the  said  50,000/.  to  be  adjusted  with 
Joseph  Stokes  at  179,770/.  your  Committee 
sent  fur  the  said  Joseph  Stokes,  and  for  Joseph 
Stanborough  his  partner,  who  acted  fur  Turner 
and  company,  in  the  selling  of  stock,  who  be- 
ing examined,  and  producing  their  account 
book,  nnd  comparing  it  witb  an  account  in  the 
said  ledger  of  Turner  and  company,  letter  D, 
fol.  86,  kept  with  the  said  Joseph  Stokes,  for 
the  produce  of  this  98,000/.  stock, at  172,770/. 
John  Staoborough  said,  that  he  transacted  this 
affair  for  Mr.  ^wbridge,  and  that  the  said 
98,000/.  South  Sea  stock,  was  sold,  or  dis- 
posed of  by  him  or  Joseph  Stokes,  upon  the 
lOcb  of  June, 1790,  oraday  or, two  before, 
together  with  another  sum  of  1,000/.  South  Sea 
•C^,  at  several  prices,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  1W,980/.  which  sum  he  actually  paid  tmd 
answered  to  Jacob  Snwhridge,  esq.  upon  the 
10th  or  11th  of  June,  1790, who  caused  the  said 
■cock  to  be  transferred  accordingly;  there- 
upon your  Committee  proceeded  to  enquire 
into  the  time  and  manner  of  payment  for  ibis 
■tuck  unto  Mr.  Charles  Seanli^,,and  inspect- 
ing the  several  other  books  ofTnrher  and  com- 
pany, mentioned  in  the  appendix,  called  the 
e book,  the  cash  note  ^k,  the  drawing 
whereih  thfe' 


ledger,  and  n 


account  of  all  notes  issued  anti  paid  by  Tamer 
and  company  are  duly  entered,  it  appeared  bv 
the  note  book,  letter  F,  fol.  100,  and  by  the 
cash  note  ledger,  letter  A,  loi.  989,  and  29g 
that  upon  the  11th  of  June,  1790,  one  cash 
note  of  Che  said  Turner  and  company  was  le. 
gularly  made  out  for  902,930/.  payable  to  the 
said  Mr.  Charles  Stanhope,  and  another  cash 
note  ofTumer  and  company  was  alto  reguJariy 
made  ont  the  same  day  for  47,770/.  payable  to 
Mr.  Charles  Stanhope,  which  last  note  in  ibe 
note  book,  letter  F,  fol.  100,  is  entered.  Bo. 
Itert  Surmao ; both  which  notes  were  regularly 
entered,  paid,  and  satisfied,  unto  Mr.  Charls 
Stanhope,  by  Turner  and  company,  upon  the 
12lhof  December,  1720,  in  the  note  book  of 
Turner  and  company,  letter  G,  fol.  70,  and 
their  cash  note  ledger,  letter  H,  ful.  77,  and  by 
another  book  of  Turner  and  company,  called 
the  drawing  cash  ledger,  letter  I,  fo).  738,  it 
appears,  that  upon  the  said  11th  day  of  June, 
1790,  when  the  said  notes  were  issued,  tht 
sum  of  47/770/.  being  the  concents  of  one  of 
the  said  notes,  was  charged  Co  the  account  of 
Mr.RobenSurman,  deputy  cashier  of  tlie  South 
Sea  Company,  as  paid  that  day  out  of  the  cash 
kept  by  Turner  and  company,  unto  the  order 
of  the  said  Robert  Surmao ; Robert  Surmtn 
being  examined  thereunto,  upon  inspection  ef 
cash-draughts  kept  by  Turner  and  company, 
in  his  name,  wherein  it  appears,  that  he  is 
charged  with  the  aforesaid  sum  of  47,770/.  paid 
by  Turner  and  company,  the  lltb  of  Jone, 
1720,  out  of  the  cash  kept  with  them,  by  Mr. 
Knight,  as  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Cnmpany, 
and  fur  which  Surmao  was  accountable  to 
l^ighc,  did  verily  believe,  that  the  said  sue, 
accordingly  paid  by  them,  by  order  of  Mr. 
Knight,  was  given  to  the  examinant  out  of  the 
said  cash,  and  was  no  part  of  the  examinant's 
proper  cash. 

Your  Committee  iu  this  place  observe,  that 
the  two  sumi  of  209,230/.  and  47,770/.  aoioout 
to  950,000/.  which  beingadded  to  the  195,000/. 
tlie  supposed  price  of  the  said  50,000/.  stock, 
amounts  to  tlie  whole  sum  charged  in  the  said 
stock  ledger,  viz.  375,000/.  as  the  produce  of 
the  said  stock  upon  tlie  11th  of  June,  1790, 
and  deducting  out  of  the  375,000/.  the  sum  of 
195,000/.  for  the  prime  cost  of  the  said  stocli, 
there  remains  a clear  difference  of  250,000/ 
accruing  to  the  person  for  whose  benefit  ^ 
50,000/.  stock  woe  charged,  as  sold  in  ih* 
Company’s  cash  book,  which  is  the  exs** 
amount  of  the  said  two  cash  notes,  made  psw 
able  to  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  and  accordingly 
entered,  paid,  and  satisfied  unto  him,  the  19lh 
of  December,  1790. 

In  confirmation  of  which  payment,  it  ap- 
pears to  your  Cominiccee  by  the  drawing  cash- 
ledger,  leiter  K,  now  kept  By  Turner,  . r 

and  Sawbridge,  in  a new  co-partnership  with 

Mr.  Henry  Blunt,  son  of  sir  John 
Mr.  Robinson  Knight,  nephew  of  Mr.  Robert 
Knight,  which  commenced  the  25th  of  J«^» 
1720,  fol.  519  and  570,  in  an  account  kept 
tWMh'T'iimei',' Cnatftil  ahd  Sawbridge, 


PAUL.  HISTORY,  7 Gcobgb  I.  I'J^l.—qfihtSouih  Sea  Compaq/, 


[726 


iba  new  coputoere,  (bet  the  950,000/. 
was  entered  p«id  iii  discharge  of  die  too  notes 
npoa  the  19tb  of  December,  1790,  and  placed 
to  t^  account  of  mone;  disborsM  upon  the 
•eparate  account  of  Tomer,  CasnaU  and  Saw- 
bridge,  out  of  their  separate  cash  actually  paid 
into  the  bands  of  the  new  co-partners,  upon 
the  Sdcb  of  June,  1780,  atnooxiting  in  real  cash 
onto  the  sum  of  1,1C6,87S/.  4t.  Id.  out  of 
wbicb  the  250,000/.  are  accordingly  set  oil'  in 
discharge  of  the  new  co-portners. 

If  our  Committee  examined  Jobu  Mnunt  and 
Jolm  Meddy,  cashier  to  Turner  and  company, 
as  well  before  as  since  the  new  co-partnership, 
Richard  Fenton  (heir  bouk-Leeper,  and  also 
Jacob  Sawbridge,jan.  son  of  Jacob  Sawbridge, 
esq,  the  said  Robinson  Knigbt  and  Henry 
Blunt,  who,  before  the  2Sib  of  June,  1730, 
were  assistants  in  the  oSce  of  Turner  aud 
company,  relating  to  the  several  books  and  en- 
tries, and  to  tM  transactions  tlierein  con- 
tain^ : and  John  Uount,  Jubn  Maddy,  and 
Richard  Fenton  declared,  tliat  they  verily  be- 
lieved, that  alt  the  said  accounts  and  entries  of 
receipts  and  payments,  and  of  issuing  and  pay- 
ing notes,  were  true;  and  that  the  respective 
sums  mentioned  therein  to  have  been  received 
and  paid,  were  really  received  and  paid  ; au<l 
that  the  notes  therein  mentioned  to  hare  been 
iesued,  and  paid,  were  actualiyissued  and  paid 
according  to  the  impart  of  the  several  entries ; 
and  that  those  two  notes  for  303,930/.  and 
47,770/.  were  actually  issued,  payable  to  Mr. 
Charles  Stanhope, upon  the  1 ttb  of  June,  1730, 
io  the  usual  and  r^ular  mnnner ; the  note  for 
the  <02,230/.  being  eutered  and  filled  up  by 
die  said  Henry  Blunt,  and  the  other  note  for 
47,770/.  beiog  entered  and  filled  up  by  Jacob 
Sawbridge,  jun,  by  the  direction  of  Jacob  Saw- 
bridge,  sen.  esq.  and  both  the  said  notes,  signed 
by  ^bioson  Knigbt,  then  entrusted  by  Turner 
and  company  to  sign  notes  for  them,  as  Jacob 
Sawbridge,  jun.  Uabineou  Knigbt,  and  Henry 
Bluat  did  acknowledge ; and  that  Turner  and 
company,  did  thereby  become  chargeable  with 
the  payment'  of  the  money  mentioued  in  the 
two  notes,  which  were  actually  paid  and  satis- 
fied upon  the  IStb  of  December,  1720,  ac- 
cordiog  to  tbe  entries  thereof,  made  in  the 
mine  books  out  of  the  cash,  amounting  to 
1,160,875/.  4s.  id.  really  paid  and  answered  by 
Turner,  Caswall  and  Sawbridge,  into  the  new 
eo-partnersbip,  wbicb  Henry  Blunt  and  llobiis- 
lon  Knight,  the  new  co-partners,  did  likewise 
epnfess,  and  that  the  two  notes  being  then 
discha^ed,  were  delivered  up  to  Turner  and 
company, 

Tbe(^niinitCeeabserving,thntintheatock- 
Kdger,  book(A)  and  (B),  the  name  as  it  now 
ftandc  at  tbe  head  of  accouou  there,  and  also 
U the  accounts  io  the  said  book-ledger,  letter 
foL  7,  is  ‘ Siangspe,’  although  in  the  alpha- 
wts  or  indexes  of  the  said  books,  referring  to 
the  true  folios,  tbe  name  etilt  remains  ‘ Stan- 
hope,’ and  also  chat  in  tbe  said  general  or 
wearing  book,  tbenmne  now  appearing  in  the 
*ccouotoftbe’Mtd£0(000/.t‘^c]s,jb*£aisgap^'.  i 


and  that  tlio  said  books  bail  been  razed,  and 
tbe  letters  altered  ; did  examine  Jacob  Saw- 
bridge, esq.  and  Daniel  Watkins,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  Turner  ami  company,  upon  tbe  fact. 
Mr.  Sawbridge  acknowledged  ttuit  the  name  at 
first  entered  in  the  said  books  was  ‘ Stanhope,' 
and  eoid  it  was  entered  in  a ficcitiuus  name, 
that  their  servantsmighc  natknow  of  it;  that 
he  gave  directions  to  Daniel  WalHns,  about 
two  months  past,  to  make  tbe  several  raznres 
and  alterations  in  tlie  sir-name,  and  to  turn  it 
into  ‘ Steogape,’  but  owned, .that  his  name  re- 
ferred to  the  name  ‘ Stanhope,’  mentiosed  in 
the  alphabets  and  in  the  other  books,  and  tbei 
it  meant  tlie  same  person. 

Beiog  asked  whether  there  was  any  other 
fictitious  name  made  use  of  in  the  books  of 
Taroer  and  company,  besides  tbe  name  Charles 
Stanhope  or  Stangape,  esq.  be  said,  tliat  there 
was  no  other  fictitious  netne  io  the  wbule  book, 
to  bis  knowledge. 

Daniel  Watkint  being  thereupon  seut  for, 
and  examined,  did  declare,  that  about  tlie  14th 
day  of  December  fast,  be  made  the  several 
razures  and  alterations  in  tbe  name  ‘ Staubope,’ 
wliicli  was  tlie  name  bo  bad  first  wrote  down  in 
tbe  books  nnd  altered  the  same  to  ‘ Staugape,’ 
ns  it  now  appears,  by  the  direction  of  sir  Geuige 
Caswall,  who  then  told  the  examinant,  chat  it 
was  an  anonymous  name  (as  the  examiuanc  ex- 
pressed it)  and  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
‘ Stangape' at  first;  that  Mr.  Sawbridge  was 
not  present  at  that  time,  and  believed  Mr. 
Sawbridge  didnocknowof  it  till  afterwards; 
but  Watltins  likewise  owned  that  there  is  no 
other  fictitious  name  in  any  of  the  said  books. 

Mr.  Jaeoh  Saairidge  attending  in  a room 
next  adjoining,  was  c^ed  in  again,  afier  Wat- 
kins was  withdrawn,  and  did  then  say,  Uiat 
upon  lecoliectiag  bimself,  he  desired  sir  George 
Caswall  to  give  directions  for  the  nlteradous. 

But  Mr.  Robert  Surman  (who  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  Turner  aud  company,  and  Imd 
about  two  years  since  l>cen  a clerk  to  them) 
and  the  present  cashiers  nnd  clerks  of  Turner 
and  company,  viz.  John  Maddy,  John  Mount, 
and  lUcfaard  Feutan,  did  all  of  iliem  declare, 
upon  tbeir  examinations,  tliat  they  never  knew 
nor  heard  of  any  fictitious  name  made  use  of 
by  Turner  nnd  company,  in  nay  of  their  books, 
and  John  Maddy,  one  of  the  cashiers, sald,that 
in  the  nature  of  the  affair,  fictitious  names 
could  not  be  made  uso  of. 

Your  committee  thinking  it  might  be  of  use 
to  have  a sight  of  the  notes  themselves,  ordered 
John  Maddy  to  search  for  them  in  tbe  proper 
place,  and  to  bring  them  l>efore-your  commit- 
tee, m fau  being  returned,  ncquniiited  tliem,  that 
he  had  searched  the  files,  kept  for  that  purpose, 
at  tbe  office  of  Turner  and  company,  anti  al- 
though he  had  found  other  notes,  which  were 
entered  to  be  paid  on  tbe  same  13ib  of  De- 
cember last,  and  upon  other  days  before  and 
' after  that  day,  preserved  us  usual  upon  the  file, 
yet  he  could  find  neither  of  the  said  two  Dotes ; 
and  that  enquiring  of  Dauiel  Watkins,  what 
i.wnS.beconMi-Bftht'SaidnqtcayliA  WTivialcruied 
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lijr  him,  that  he  nell  remembered,  that  when 
he  entereil  ihete  two  notes,  paid  the  12th  of 
December  last,  he  took  them  up  nod  cancelled 
them,  and  that  the;  beine  muen  worn  by  har- 
ing hMQ  carried  in  n pocact,  he  bad  destroyed 
them.  The  examinant  said  farther,  chat  be  did 
not  know  or  remember  that  any  other  notes 
delivered  up,  had  been  destroyed ; but  that  (he 
method  observed  io  their  business,  had  been  to 
tear  oiT  the  name  of  the  person  signing  them, 
and  to  preserve  the  notes  upon  a die  kept  for 
that  purpose  in  the  oliice  of  Turner  and  com- 

iJaniel  Jf^atkins  being  thereupon  examined, 
confessed,  that  tbe  said  two  notes  were  deli- 
vered up  to  him,  upon  the  I9tb  day  of  Decem- 
ber 17S0,  by  Jacob  Savrbridge,  esq.  and  that 
after  he  had  examined  them  with  tlie  books, 
and  found  them  to  be  of  tbe  same  numbers, 
daces,  and  sums,  with  such  two  notes  then  out- 
siandiug,  he  on  tbe  same  12tb  of  December 
caucelled  and  destroyed  them,  and  believed  he 
burnt  them,  but  baef  no  direction  so  to  do,  his 
order  from  Jacob  Sawbridge,  esq.  being  to  dis- 
charge them  in  tbe  books,  and  that  Che  only 
reason  fnr  bis  destroying  them,  was,  because 
the  files  being  removed  out  of  their  usual 
places,  he  could  not  find  tbe  proper  files, 
whereon  these  notes  ought  to  have  been  put, 
and  also  believing  that  no  other  person  had  any 
property  or  interest  therein,  b^dcs  Turner, 
Caswall,  and  Sawbridge,  to  whose  proper  ac- 
connebethen  had  placed  them. 

Being  asked,  if  he  ever  had  destroyed  any 
other  uoecs,  delivered  up  to  Turner  and  com- 
pany, upon  payment  thereof;  be  answered, 
that  he  could  not  remember  that  he  had  ever 
destroyed  any  other  note,  so  delivered  up;  but 
that  nibec  notes,  after  they  were  so  delivered, 
have  been  preserved  upon  files. 

Henry  Blunt  said,  chat  the  note  for  SOS,SSOf. 
was  filled  up  by  himself,  and  being  signed  by 
Robinson  Kniglit,  was  delivered  to  Jacob  Saw- 
bridge, esq.  who  immediately  caocelled  the 
said  note,  by  tearing  off  the  name  of  Robinson 
Kaighc,  fearing  (as  the  examinant  supposed) 
tbat  he  might  lose  it,  and  then  put  (be  said 
cancelled  note  in  his  pocket,  but  the  exami- 
nant did  not  know  the  reason  of  Mr.  Sawbridge 
so  tearing  such  notes. 

Your  cummittee  hereopon  cannot  but  ob- 
serve the  dangerous  coiis^uence  of  such  ex- 
traordinary acts  of  raxing  and  altering  the 
name  of  a gentleman  of  distinctioD,  in  books 
belonging  to  a society  of  bankers  and  iu  an 
article  of  so  very  gieat  value,  and  of  the  de- 
stroying these  two  notes,  from  die  inspection 
whereof,  more  full,  and  more  direct  evidence 
might  have  been  laid  before  this  House,  espe- 
cially cousidering  that  both  these  facts  were 
Gominitled  after  aa  enquiry  into  tbe  proceed- 
ings of  ilie  directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company 
was  begun  by  this  House,  and  the  razure  made 
in  the  accouiii  of  hooks  of  stock  was  about  the 
inme  time,  when  the  gener.ii  account  of  stock 
sold  by  the  South-Sea  Company  was  delivered 
into  tliis  tldasd,'kn<t'nlidU'the  Subieifueni'brdet' 
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of  this  House,  of  thelTtb  of  December  lut,w«] 
made,  that  the  directors  of  the  said  Compu« 
should  lay  before  this  House  a panicolar  ac- 
count of  the  said  574,500/.  stoclt,  sold  by  the 
said  Company,  with  the  respective  prices  and 
parcels,  and  die  persons  by  whom  it  was  sold  - 
and  by  whom,  aod  to  whom  transferred. 

Your  committee  further  observe,  that  Da- 
niel Watkins  upon  bu  first  examinatioD,  did 
not  mention  any  tbmg  concerning  the  property 
of  this  50,000/.  stock,  although  his  examinatioa 
did  naturally  lead  hereunto;  but  upon  his 
subsequent  examination  on  another  day,  be 
said,  he  believed  this  50,000/.  stock  was  bought 
by  Turner  and  company,  or  one  of  then,  of 
the  Snutb-Sea  Company,  or  of  Mr.  Knight,  fiir 
their  proper  accoanC,  and  directed  to  be  en- 
tered m Mr.  Stanhope's  name,  to  prevent  elieir 
servants  knowing  tbat  it  was  their  own  stock; 
but  being  asked  what  reason  he  had  for  such 
his  belief,  he  only  answered,  because  he  was 
ordered  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  upon  the  12th  of 
December  Inst,  to  place  these  notes  to  the 
proper  account  of  Turner  and  company,  and 
that  from  the  nature  of  the  account,  and  from 
Mr.  Turner  iimting  to  have  crethc  for  tbe 
fl,000/.  South  Sea  Stock  from  the  co-partner- 
ship, which  he  could  not  otherwise  have,  and 
fram  ail  the  circumstances  he  had  any  know- 
ledge of,  he  could  not  find  that  any  other  per- 
sun  had  any  property  therein. 

Mr.  Robert  Surman  said,  lie  remembered, 
that  (here  was  50,000/.  (which,  he  believed, 
was  part  of  the  68,000/.)  stock,  mentioned  in 
the  cash-book  to  be  sold  the  sist  of  March, 
1719,  at  250/.  per  cent,  sold  to  Turner  and 
company;  and  before  it  was  adjusted,  sir 
George  Caswell  acqoaiutcil  him  with  it,  aod 
left  with  him  a casfi-nocc  for  126,000/.  to  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Knight,  saying  Mr.  Kniglit 
knew  what  it  meant,  and  soon  afterwards,  the 
Slock  was  adjusted  between  Mr.  Knight  and  sir 
George  Caswall,  and  the  examinant  delivered 
the  said  note  to  Mr.  Knight,  and  had,  afier 
that  time,  seen  such  cash  note  in  Mr.  Knight’s 
custody,  but  did  not  remember  any  thing  of  (lie 
payment  of  the  said  note. 

Being  shewn  the  entries  before-mentioned, 
in  llie  stock-ledgers,  letter  (A)  and  (B),  and  tlie 
general  or  clearing-book,  letter  (C),  be  said 
chose  entries  imported  Turner  and  company, 
their  paying  Co  the  person  therein  named  (Stan- 
hope or  Siangape)  the  money  therein  mfuiioii- 
ed,  the  exauiioanc  having  foruierly  been  clerk 
to  Turner  and  company,  and  negociaiing  their 
stock  for  them:  He  said  moreover,  lie  never 
knew  or  heard  of  the  name  (Stoogape) 
till  after  Mr.  Sawbrldge's  esaminacioo,  hut 
knows  Charles  Stanhope,  esq.  of  tbe  treasury; 
and  cliat  about  six,  eight,  or  nine  months  b^ 
fore  his  examination,  (which  was  upon  the  I4ih 
of  January  last)  he  had  frequently  seen  him  at 
tbe  Soutb^ea  house,  and  that  he  sew  him  them 
near  two  mouilis  past,  and  not  since,  at  »h'®“ 
several  times,  Mr.  Stanliope  ami  Mr.  Knixht 
ware  writing  together,  and  siemctl  tn  be  set* 
'‘riiiig'aceounls/.''' 
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ITpon  Saturday  tlie  Slit  day  of  January  last, 
bafore  noon,  your  coiDmiitee  sent  for  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Kiiigtit  the  casliier,  to  examine  him  parti- 
cularly aliout  this  disposition  of  stock  m die 
Company's  casli-book,  who  said,  tlmt  this 
fOfiOOl.  was  part  of  the  68,000/.  stock,  chain- 
ed in  the  cash-book  to  be  sold  the  91st  of 
March  1710,  at  2501.  per  cent,  that  about  that 
tioie  he  was  ordered  by  the  sub  and  deputy.^o- 
eemors,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr,  Cheater,  Mr.  Hol- 
dkcb,  and  sirdohn  Blunt,  to  deliver  this  slock 
to  Turner  and  company  for  their  own  use,  (as 
he  believed)  aud  that  about  the  latter  end  of 
May,  1720,  (as  be  remembered)  it  was  deli- 
vered to  them,  by  an  adjustment  of  stock  made 
with  them,  and  that  lie  received  tlie  whole 
money  of  tliem,  for  sucli  stock,  at  the  price  of 
150/.  per  cent.  lie  owned  there  was  no  agree- 
ment in  writing  made,  nor  any  time  limited, 
when  the  stock  should  be  delivered,  because 
the  Company  iiad  not  the  stuck  at  tliat  time, 
but  Turner  and  com|'any  might  coll  for  it 
when  the  price  was  advaaced  to  750/.  percent, 
upon  paying  125,000/.  and  tiiereupon  the  stock 
was  to  be  delivered  without  making  any  allow- 
ance CO  the  Company  for  forlicarance  of  pay- 
ment. That  Elias  Turner,  sir  George  Caswall, 
and  Jacob  Sawbridge,  were  obiigedin  honour 
to  pay  the  money,  and  to  stand  to  the  loss,  if 
the  stock  iiad  fallen,  but  that  stock  continued 
to  rise,  and  nas  never  under  250/.  per  cent, 
after  this  bargain. 

Your  Committee  proceeding  to  examine  Mr. 
Kuighi  farther,  concerning  Che  disposal  of  the 
stock  entered  in  the  cash  book  in  blank ; and 
eniiuiring  of  him,  from  whence  the  account  of 
■Cock  then  prepared  by  him,  and  intended  to  be 
laid  before  this  House,  was  taken ; he  answered, 
That  before  he  entered  this  stock  in  Che  cosh 
book,  he  shewed  tiie  Sub  and  Deputy  Govern- 
ors, sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr,  Chmer, 
and  Mr.  Hutditeb,  upon  a paper,  the  method  in 
which  he  proposed  to  enter  it,  and  iiad  their 
approbation  lliereol',  and  in  that  paper,  the  se- 
veral names  of  the  persons  who  were  to  iiave 
the  benefit  of  this  stock  were  mentioned.  That 
be  disposed  of  about  half  of  chat  stock,  and  put 
down  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was 
disposed  of,  and  that  the  Sub  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernors disposed  nfsoise,  and  Mr.  Gibbon,  Mr. 
Chester,  ond  sir  John  Blunt  disposed  of  other 
parts,  and  gave  him  the  names  of  the  several 
persons  to  whom  it  was  disposed  of  by  cliem ; 
that  he  Imd  not  seen  that  paper  lor  about  six 
munebs,  but  made  up  an  account  of  tins  stock 
to  be  laid  before  the  House,  with  the  particular 
names,  from  his  memory,  and  ^me  letters,  and 
i>y  en(|uiry  from  several  of  the  directors,  bro- 
kers, and  clerks,  and  that  the  50,000/.  stock  to 
Turner  and  company  wns  part  of  the  stock 
which  tliedirectors  disposed  of.  That  the  cash 
book  was  passed  iu  blank  by  tlie  Committee, 
nnd  he  believed  that  no  objection  was  made  to 
K,  nor  any  such  reason  given,  as  that  tlie  per- 
sons names  were  not  proper  to  be  mntic  public 
at  chat  time ; and  denied  llml  be  said,  iliat  if  the 
bill  passed,  tbo  '«lot!ii'-Wduld  -bd  'well'  diUposed' 


1721  the  South  Sea  Company.  [73(j 
of;  but  owned,  cbnt  he  did  not  chink  it  proper 
CO  enter  the  names  of  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment who  hud  nny  part  of  this  stock  m the 
cash  book ; and  chat  it  was  the  general  opinion 
of  the  gentlemen  then  present,  that  it  wns  not 

E roper  the  names  should  be  mentioned ; and 
e said,  that  such  members  did  not  know  chat 
it  wns  the  Company's  stock ; that  the  names  of 
ait  the  members  of  parliament,  wiio  had  part  of 
(bis  stock,  are  not  set  down  iu  this  account 
Ihmied  by  him,  because  he  was  not  certain 
who  the  persons  were ; chat  it  was  declared  by 
the  directors,  that  the  Sub  nnd  Deputy  Go- 
vernors should  have  the  care  of  Ebe  scheme, 
with  a liberty  of  Caking  to  their  nssistancesuch 
others  of  the  directors  ns  they  should  tliink  lit. 

Mr.  Knight  being  here  pressed  to  produce 
his  letters  and  papers,  and  Co  declare  more 
particularly,  wime  he  knew  ut  the  disposition 
of  this  stock,  desired  leave  to  ncteud  the  House 
of  Peers,  according  to  their  order,  the  time  ap- 
pointed being  come,  and  not  bavins  his  papers 
m readiness  then.  Your  Committee  intending 
Su  proceed  farther  in  bis  examination  on  the 
Monday  following,  and  to  give  him  time  to 
collect  bis  papers  and  accounts,  did  thereupon 
permit  him  to  go  to  Westminster;  but  Mr, 
Knight  witlidravving  himself  that  Saturday 
evening,  prevented  uny  discovery  of  this  im- 
portant auair  from  his  farther  examination. 

Your  Committee  farther  represent,  that  they 
have  discovered  great  dealings  in  South-Sea 
stock  by  John  Aislabie,  esq,  tvich  one  broker, 
Matthew  Wevmundsold,  nnii  which  account  is 
annexed  to  tliis  report,  No  III. 

And  your  Committee  finding  tliat  Turner, 
Caswall,  and  cnm|inny,  Iiad  great  transactions 
with  the  Soutb-Sea  Company,  upon  fitrther  in- 
spection of  their  books,  among  other  remarka- 
ble passages  in  the  said  books,  they  found  very 
great  sums  of  money  received  by  Turner  and 
company,  for  the  account  of  Edmund  Waller, 
esq.  (son-in-law  of  .Tohn  Aislabie,  esq.  late 
Chaiicellnr  qf  the  Excliequer)  and  paid  out  to 
liim,  or  his  onler,  between  (be  28lh  day  of 
March  last,  and  the  2 1st  day  of  November  fol- 
lowing, amounting  to  794,451/.  15s.  Od.  and 
your  Committee  also  fnund  a considerable 
quantity  of  South-Sea  stock  bought  and  sold  in 
(nename  of  the  said  Mr.  Waller;  and  in  the 
general  accounts  of  stock  of  Turner  and  com- 
pany, it  Appears,  that  there  was  a balance 
of  77,000/.  due  to  the  said  Mr.  Waller  from 
Turner  and  company  ; fur  securing  which  sum, 
Turner  and  company  entered  into  bonds  the 
26tli  of  N~oveniber  last,  for  13  months,  from 
the  34t)i  ofSeptemher  then  past;  that  is  to 
lav,  one  bond  for  44,600/,  to  the  said  Edmund 
Wnller,  and  one  other  bond  to  Thomos  Wed- 
dell, esq,  for  33,000/.  Whereupon  your  Com- 
mittee ordered  Mr.  Waller,  nnd  Mr.  Weddell, 
tu  attend  them  : but  they  have  not,  at  yet,  had 
an  opportunity  of  oxamioing  Mr.  Waller,  by 
reason  of  his  indisposition  ; but  Mr.  Wcddetl 
attending  your  Committee  .was  examined,  and 
did  infotm  them,  that  about  the  cud  of  Octo- 
ber, odbbghttiirJg'ofSEoveiAlHfr  Mr.  Wat- 
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ler  desired  him  to  take  in  10,000/.  Soutb<Sea 
icock  for  lum,  and  iu  three  days  afUrwards 
told  him,  be  had  accordin|Iy  transferred  it  to 
the  exBiniiiBni,  and  desired  iiim  to  go  to  Turner 
and  cooipaiiy,  and  gave  them  a defeazance  for 
transferring  that  stock  upon  their  paying 
213,000/.  That  the  examinant  did  accordingly 
accept  a transfer  of  the  said  10,000/.  stocn 
iram  Mr.  Waller,  and  gave  a defhazaiice  for 
transferring  that  stock  Co  Turner  and  company, 
who  gave  ttie  examinant  their  bond  for  pay- 
ment of  the  said  33,000/.  That  Mr.  Waller 
acquainted  the  examinant,  that  this  was  in 
trust  tor  John  Aislabie,  esq.  and  lie  was  after- 
wards told  so  liy  Mr.  Aislabie  himself,  aod 
says,  tliuc  he  bus  Turner  and  company’s  bond 
tor  iliesaid  33,000/.  which  is  the  proper  money 
of  Mr.  Aislabie;  but  Mr.  Waller's  indisposi- 
tion hns  preveiuccl  your  Committee  from  lay- 
ing befuru  the  House  in  this  report,  a mere  full 
account  relating  to  the  sum  of  794,451/.  15s.  9d. 
befure-meutinned. 

Here  your  committee  must  observe,  that  in  the 
account  of  stock  sold,  luid  before  this  House, 
they  found  the  names  of  several  members  of 
this  House  and  of  the  House  of  Peers,  not  con- 
cerned in  the  administration,  or  in  the  manage- 
meut  of  the  public  revenue,  whose  cases  your 
committee  could  act  particularly  examine,  but 
must  wait  for  the  consideration  and  direction  of 
the  House,  in  what  manner  each  examination 
thall  proceed.  In  tbemean  time,  your  committee 
think  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  Unuse,  with  di- 
vers practices  made  use  of  to  raise  the  nomi- 
nal value  of  South-Sea  stock,  to  that  extrava- 
gant rate  to  which  it  was  nfienvnrds  advanced, 
abovethe  real  and  intrinaic value  thereof. 

Your  committee  6nd,  chat  by  computation 
made  bydirectionofyour  committee  it  appears, 
that  the  directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
might  have  raised  the  whole  sum  stipuiated  fur 
the  public,  with  a profit  of  near  oneiuillioo  and 
an  half  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  old  stock,  without  setting  their  stock  to  sale 
at  any  higher  price  than  150/.  per  cent. 

That  after  the  said  directors  had  taken  in 
the  first  money-sobscripJon  at  300/.  per  cent, 
and  the  second  money-subscription  at  400/.  per 
cent,  aod  the  first  subscription  of  ibe  long  and 
tbnrt  annuities  at  375/.  per  cent,  the  value  of 
100/.  Soueb-Sea  stock  was  but  130/.  or  tbere- 
abouts,  supposing  the  whole  money  of  the  said 
first  and  second  subscriptions  (amounting  to 
13,750,000/.)  had  been  ail  paid  in. 

That  the  said  court  of  directors  did  after- 
wards proceed  to  take  in  a third  and  fourth 
money-subscription  at  the  rate  of  1,000/.  per 
cent,  and  a second  subscription  of  the  long  and 
short  annuities,  and  n subscription  of  the  re- 
deemable debts  at  the  rate  of  800/.  per  cent, 
alter  which  the  value  of  100/.  South-Sea 
■took  was  but  833/.  or  thereabouts,  supposing 
the  whole  money  of  the  said  four  iiionsy-sob- 
tcriptioiis(amountiiig  to  68,750,000/,)  had  been 

Ifiac  if  alj  the  remaining  public  debts  bad 
bees  takau''lh,  'dim-- oihbdivmiuAiog itodbof' 
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the  Company  sold,  on  the  terms  which  Che  said 
directors  pretended  to  expect,  100/.  South-Sea 
stock,  would  have  been  worth  hut  547 /.or  there- 
abouts, supposing  the  money  of  the  said  four 
subscriptions,  and  the  money  for  the  remain- 
ing stock,  (which  together  would  have  aniuum- 
ed  CO  305,039,401/.)  had  been  all  paid  iu. 

That  on  the  30th  day  of  August  last,  the 
court  of  directora  of  the  South-Sea  Conpanv 
came  to  a resolution  (which  on  the  8ih  day 
of  September  last  was  confirmed  by  a ge- 
aeiai  court)  to  declare  a dividend  of  30/.  per 
cent,  to  be  made  at  Cliristiuas,  1720,  and 
of  not  less  than  50/.  per  cent,  per  anu.  for 
not  less  than  “12  yeais  to  come  from  thit 

That  soon  after  this  Resolution,  (vis.  at  a ge- 
neral  court  held  the  20ih  day  of  September 
lost)  the  sub-governor  acquainted  the  general 
court,  that  thqafiairsof  (lie  court,  iu  relalioo 
to  the  price  of  tbeir  stock,  and  subscriptions, 
had  taken  an  unexpected  turn,  and  thereupon 
proposed  their  givuig  a power  to  the  court  of 
directors  to  relieve  the  lest  sut^cribers  of  ilie 
publicdebts,  and  tbepcoprieturs  of  the  iwu  last 
iDOney-Buhscriptions,  wiiicli  was  accordingly 
grunted;  and  at  a court  of  directors  held  the 
SOtli  day  of  September  last,  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  said  subscribers  should  bare  the  some 
terms  with  the  Hank,  viz.  that  iheir  subscrip- 
tions should  be  reduced  from  1,000/.  aud  800/, 
per  cent,  to  400/.  and  that  they  should  also 
have  the  beiiellcof  the  Midsummer  dividend  of 
10/.  per  cent,  which  was  accordingly  confirm- 
ed by  a general  court  held  the  SOth  day  of  the 
samementh;  upon  which  your  cooimiUee  ob- 
serve chat  it  appears  to  them  very  extraordi- 
nary that  the  directors  on  the  8ih  day  of  Sep- 
tember (when  the  said  high  dividend  nos  de- 
clared in  a general  court)  uiould  have  had  no 
foresight  of  the  turn  which  so  soon  after  (viz. 
on  the  20th  day  of  the  same  month)  happened 
in  their  afTairs. 

That  on  the  said  8th  day  of  September,  tl« 
tub-governor  acquainted  the  general  court,  that 
their  directors  had  been  unanimous  in  all  their 
proceedings,  which  among  other  things,  includes 
the  before-mentioned  several  subscriptions  by 
them  taken  in,  except  the  first ; ami  upon  the 
exainination  of  the  directors  it  doth  not  ap- 
pear CO  your  committee  that  any  one  of  them 
protesteti  agamst,  or  declared  any  pul  lic  dissent 
from  any  of  the  said  proceedings:  anditappesti 
that  afl  of  them  took  their  shares  oud  propoi^ 
tions  of  tbesubscriptions,  which  were  allotted 
for  therespectivc directors  indispose  of. 

And  your  committee  iiave  been  informed  by 
sir  Theodore  JJnssen,  that  there  was  a ink- 
ing at  the  bouse  of'iir  John  Fellows,  betwixt 
sixteen  of  the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Secretary 
Greggs,  and  Mr.  Aiilahie,  at  which  lime  it  was 
proposed,  that  a subscrintiun  should  be  taken 
in  at  300/.  per  cent,  winch  was  approved  of'by 
Mr.  Secretary  Graggs,  and  Mr.  Aislabie;  and 
that,  when  the  said  company  broke  up,  it  *•* 
agreed,  that  every  person  should  use  their  best 
WttbiVotifsWjiionitiWivt'Wla'ch  is  also  coo- 
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finaed  by  cbe  information  of  sir  Lambert 
^ekneir. 

And  at  a court  of  directors,  held  the  IScb 
day  of  April  last,  it  was  resolved,  to  take  in  a 
subscription  fur  two  millions,  ut  the  rate  of 
9001.  per  cent,  but  the  same  was  afterwards 
increased,  without  any  previous  resolution  to 
that  purpose,  to  S,3SO,000/.  end  your  cotn- 
mitlee  observe  that  the  imaginary  value  of  the  . 
■aid  eubscriptious  rose  veryfast;  and  tbatthose  I 
who  had  the  beneht  of  the  said  additional  sub- 
scription, if  tliey  told,  and  disposed  of  the 
same,  made  very  great  gains  thereby. 

Tiiac  at  a court  of  directors  held  the  S8th  day 
of  April  last,  it  was  resolved  to  take  in  a se- 
cond money-subscription,  at  the  rate  of  400/. 
per  cent,  for  1,000,000/.  but  by  tbe  accounts 
delivered  into  this  House,  it  appears,  that  the 
said  subscription  was  for  1,500,000/.  yet  it  does 
not  appear  tliu  there  was  any  previous  Reso- 
lution of  tbe  court  of  directors  for  the  addi- 
tion of  500,000/.  nor  was  the  said  addition  de- 
clared till  the  8th  of  September  last,  at  which 
time  ihesub-goveriTor  act|uaiDced  the  general 
court  therewith ; upon  which  your  committee 
cauiiot  but  observe  the  great  distance  of  time 
between  the  taking  in  of  the  second  subscrip- 
tion at  1,000,000/.  and  the  8th  of  September, 
when  thessme  was  reported  to  tbo  general  court 
at  1,500,000/.  daring  which  interval  the  imagi- 
nary value  of  that  subscription  was  excessively 
increased,  whereby  the  persons  who  had  the 
same,  had  tbe  advantage  of  that  extraordinary 

That  at  a court  of  directors,  held  the  15tli 
day  of  June  last,  it  was  resolv^  to  take  in  a 
third  money-subscription  at  tbe  rale  of  1,000/. 
per  cent,  one  tenth  part  whereof  was  to  be 
paid  down  at  the  time  of  subscription ; and  at 
% court  of  directors  held  tbe  S3d  day  of  tbe 
lame  month,  tlie  sub-governor  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  said  third  money  subscription 
was  completed,  without  mentioning  to  what 
sum;  but  at  the  before-mentioned  general 
court,  held  the  8th  day  of  September  last,  he 
declared  the  same  to  be  for  five  millroiis ; and 
Mr.Enigbt,  late  cashier  of  tbe  South  Sea  Com- 

Eaiiy,  by  an  article  dated  the  20th  day  of  June 
ist,  in  the  cash-book,  fol.  125,  charges  the  said 
sum  of  five  millions  as  received;  which  ac- 
count was  passed,  and  allowed  by  the  Com- 
pany's committee  of  treasury,  on,  or  some  time 
after,  tbe  4th  day  of  August  last;  and  yet  in 
ihe  account  of  tbe  thira  money-subscription 
delivered  into  this  House,  it  is  stated  at 
4,400,000/.  only,  the  remaining  sum  of 500, 000/. 
being  entered  on  the  credit  side  of  the  said 
Cash-book  on  the  19th  of  December,  1720,  as 
a supposed  deficiency  of  the  payment  on  this 
•ubscription ; altliough  it  appears  to  your  com- 
mittee upoiuhe  evidence  of  Mr.  Lockyer  and 
others,  that  not  only  the  whole  sum  of  five 
millions,  but  even  a considerable  exceeding 
thereon  was  paid  in  ; that  a great  deal  of  money 
^as  repaid  back  to  reduce  the  sobscriptioa  to 
bve  millions  ; aud  that  they  bad  money  etioogh 

paidin for Diur'dighC'lKdliesr,"  ' • '''  • 
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Tbntata  court  of  directors,  held  tbe  12th  day 
of  August  last,  it  was  resolved  to  take  io  n 
fourth  money-subscription  for  one  million,  nt 
the  rate  of  1,000/.  per  cent.  And  at  a court  of 
directors,  held  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  it 
was  declared,  that  upon  casting  up  tbe  books, 
it  was  found  the  said  fourth  money-subscrip- 
tion, instead  of  one  million,  was  increased  to 
1,2M,000/.  which  was  occasioned  by  taking 
the  soid  subscription  in  sevecnl  books ; and  at 
the  beforementioned  general  coatt,  held  ilieStb 
day  of  September  last,  the  suh-govenior  de- 
clared the  fourth  money-subscription  was  com- 
pleaced  to  1,250,000/.  and  Mr.  Knight  tlie 
cashier  hath,  in  an  article  dated  tbe  50th  day 
of  August  last,  end  entered  in  tlie  casli-book, 
fol.  128,  given  the  Company  credit  for  tbe  first 
payment,  made  on  the  4tn  subscription,  via. 
for  3,500,000/.  which  account  was  passed,  and 
allowed  by  the  committee  of  treasury,  on  the 
4th  day  of  October  last;  and  yet  in  the  ac- 
count of  the  said  fourth  money  subscription 
delivered  into  this  House,  it  is  staled  at 
1,200,000/.  only : That  upon  tbe  examiuation 
ofMr.  Knight,  and  several  of  the  directors,  in 
relation  to  the  deficiency  of  Che  said  third  and 

very  unsatislactory;  And  your  committee  can. 
not  but  observe,  that  as  by  the  before-men- 
tioned additions  to  the  first  two  money-sob- 
scripCioiis,  some  persons  mads  great  gains, 
whilst  the  price  of  the  said  subscriptions  con- 
tinued high , 10  when  the  price  of  cbe  sub- 
scriptioas  fell,  many  ocher  persons  were  fa- 
voured, hy  having  their  subscriptions  withdrawn, 
which  was  the  cause  of  cbe  deficiency. 

That  on  the  second  money-subscription  each 
director  was  allowed  for  himself  and  friends, 
25,000/.  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  million 
at  first  resolved  to  be  taken  in,  was  at  cbe  dis- 
posal of  the  sab  and  deputy  governors;  but 
for  whose  benefit  tbe  addicionai  subscription  of 
500,000/.  was  intended,  your  committee  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  discover.  . 

That  on  tbe  third  money-subscription  eacli 
director  was  allowed  54,000/.  for  himself  and 
friends,  and  chat  several  large  lists  of  the  'lames 
of  persons  were  sent  to  die  sub-governor,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  said  third  subscription; 
viz.  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  first  lord  com- 
missioner of  tbe  treasury,  n list  amoumiog  to 
157,000/.  By  John  Aislabie,  esq.  late  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  another  of  the  lords  of 
the  treasnry,  a list  amouociug  to  75,300/.  By 
James  Craggs,esq.  one  of  his  majesty's  prin- 
cipal secretaries  of  state,  two  lists,  amounting 
to  595,000/.  and  by  Carles  Stanhope,  e^. 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  treasury,  a list 
amounting  to  40,700/.  which  four  last  men- 
tioned lists  amount  to  987,000/. 

That  upon  examination,  it  appears,  chat 
ocher  lists  have  been  given  io,  as  well  on  the 
third  as  on  tbe  second  subscription  ; but  the 
same  being  lost  or  mislaid,  as  your  committee 
have  been  informed, 'they  are  thtreby  disabled 
nt  present,  from  making  any  report  thereon. 

ThByfilia"'S5,0l»/.  tw-lltcswcd'iatli  fubscrip- 
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tion  hull  been  given  unto  John  Aislnbic,  esq. 
about  ciglit  or  ten  days  alter  the  opening  of  tliat 
subscription,  at  wliich  time  the  subscriptions 
were  at  an  advanced  price,  of  about  40/.  per 
cent,  nnd  soon  after  rose  vastly  biglier. 

That  it  doth  uot  appear  to  yuur  commitiee 
that  any  of  the  persons,  wbu  lind  ibe  honour  to 
serve  Ins  majesty  in  tbu  treasury,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  admioistration,  used  any  endeavours' 
to  prevent  the  directors  of  cheSuuLli-Sea  Com- 
pnny  from  taking  io  subscriptions  at  (be  afore- 
said extravagant  prices ; loic,  on  the  contrary, 
it  doth  appear,  that  sotne  of  theiu,  by  the  lists 
they  gave  in  aforesaid,  did  not  only  enconraee 
and  promote  the  said  subscriptions,  but  did 
greatly  enlarge  the  siuue. 

Your  committee  observing  that  sir  John  Fel- 
lows, late  sub  governor  of  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany,did  at  a general  court  of  the  BaidCotnpaoy, 
belu  the  91st  day  of  April,  1720,  acquaint  llmt 
court,  (bat  the  design  of  the  government's 
million  of  Exchequer  bills  to  be  lent  to  (be 
Company,  by  virtue  of  the  late  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  issuing  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  circu- 
lated at  or  near  the  Exchequer,  was  to  enable 
the  Cutnpnny  to  lend  money  upon  their  stock ; 
and  finding  that  by  order'of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors of  the  said  Company  the  same  had  been  so 
lent  out,  your  committee  proceeded  to  enquire 
into  this  affair. 

And  on  examination  of  Mr.  Robert  Knight, 
late  casliier  of  the  said  Company,  be  declared, 
ibst  be  did  nnt  remember  (hat  any  application 
was  made  by  the  directors  to  have  those  bills 
issued ; but  that  the  first  discourse  of  this  mat- 
ter was  by  Jolm  Aislabie,  e»q.  then  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  a week  before  the  proposals 
of  the  Soutb-Sea  Company  were  ofered  to  this 
House;  that  Mr.  Aislabie  snid,  it  would  be 
mure  acceptable  to  have  those  bills  circulated 
at  the  Exchequer,  than  to  send  them  to  the 
Bank  or  elsewhere,  and  that  the  company  might 
afford  to  circulate  them  for  nothing,  they  being 
to  be  lent  to  the  Company  to  enable  them  in 
execute  their  scheme.  Ibat  the  examinant 
believed,  the  intention  of  lending  the  said  bills 
upon  stuck,  bad  been  communicated  to  Mr. 
Aislabie,  (and  that  be  the  examinam)  on  his 
attending  at  the  treasury  to  solicit  the  bsuing 
of  these  bills,  did  mention  that  design,  tind 
never  heivd  Chat  the  treasury  disapproved  of  it. 

That  sir  JuAn  £/unf  declared,  it  would  be 
better  to  employ  those  bills  in  (lie  lending  upon 
stock,  (banin  paying  olTUic  redcemablcs,  which 
would  take  up  more  time. 

Hereupon  your  commitceeexaminiag  sir  Jolm 
Fellows,  lie  said,  that  he  and  others  of  the  di- 
rectors treated  with  Mr.  Aislabie  and  others  at 
the  treasury,  about  tho  issuing  tlic  said  i’ix- 
cbequer  bilb ; but  chat  it  was  first  proposed  to 
Mr.  Aislabie,  and  (he  cxaminaiu  believed,  it 
was  at  first  mentioned  by  sir  John  Blunt,  in  a 
committee  of  the  directurt,  and  time  it  was  the 
general  opioioc  of  the  directors. 

Yoar  committee  examining  sir  John  Blunt 
upon  this  transaction,  he  declared,  that  be  spoke 
to  Mr.  usduig  tiftW 


21. — Firu  Report  on  the  1‘roctedingi  [7gj 
said  bills;  and  that  himself,  or  some  other  of 

the  directors  acquainted  Mr.  Aislabie,  u i,^ 
believes  at  the  treasury,  with  the  CooipiBw-, 
design  to  lend  tiiem  upon  stock ; cbitc  it  did 
at  first,  arise  from  tfie  Hireoturs,  but  that  it 
intimated  to  them  before,  or  very  soon  after 
the  Company's  proposals  were  laid  before  the 
House,  by  some  of  itie  treasury,  ami  an  recol- 
lection, the  exoniinnnt  said  it  was  by  Mr 
Aisinbie,  to  enable  the  Company  to  carry  no 
their  scheme,  aud  thereby  to  raise  the  price  of 
(heir  stock,  ibe  borrowers  being  enabled  lo 
buy  stock. 

That  by  the  book  of  loans  delivered  into 
cliis  House,  it  appears  (lint  the  suio  of 
a,039,93()/.  1 Is.  was  lent  to  several  persons  ou 
(he  security  of  2,563,117/.  17s.  Sd.  stock ; aod 
tfant  Hie  further  sum  of  2,219,089/.  was  lent  oo 
the  security  of  773,600/.  suh-scripiinii-receipU; 
the  money  so  lent,  and  still  remuiuing  due, 
ammintiiig  in  the  whole  to  die  sum  of 
11,269,025/.  111. 

That  by  several  resolutions  of  the  coorC  of 
directors  of  the  21st  of  April,  the  20cb  of  May, 
nnd  the  9>b  of  June  last,  for  three  several 
loans,  it  appears,  that  the  stun  resolved  by 
thetn  to  be  lent  on  stock  from  the  21st  of 
April,  Co  the  21st  of  May,  was  limited  to 
500,000/.  in  the  whole,  and  iliat  not  more 
iban  5,000/.  should  be  lent  to  any  one  person, 
and  such  loan  to  be  only  at  the  rate  of  250/.  on 
100/.  stock ; that  from  the  30th  of  May  to  the 
9ch  of  June,  the  rule  of  lending  was  at  (he  rate 
of  SOOf.  on  100/.  stock,  nnd  lliat  not  more  (has 
3,000/.  should  be  lent  tu  any  one  person;  and 
from  the  9ch  of  June,  the  rule  of  lending  wii 
at  400/.  on  100/.  stock,  aud  that  not  more 
than  4,000/.  should  be  lent  to  any  one  person. 

riiac  on  examination  of  the  book  of  loons,  it 
appears,  that  on  the  first  loan,  the  roles  of 
lending  were  greatly  exceeded,  viz.  That  (here 
was  lent  in  ibe  whole  943,631/.  more  than  the 
sum  of  500,000/.  to  which  the  said  loan  was 
confined.  That  the  excess  above  250/,  on  100/. 
stock,  amounts  to  316,740/.  and  the  excess 
above  5,000/.  to  one  person,  amounts  in  ilw 
whole  CO  779,931/.  That  oo  the  second  loan  tl'-v 
excess  ehove  the  rate  of  300/.  on  100/.  stock 
amounts  to  SOJMl.  and  (he  excess  above 
3,000/.  CO  one  person,  amounts  in  die  whale  (o 
169,025/.  And  chat  on  the  third  lonn,  the  ex- 
cess above  400/.  on  100/.  stock  amounts  in 
.59,413/.  und  the  excess  above  the  rate  nf 
4,000/.  to  line  person,’ lunonnts  in  the  whole, 
to  1,447,677/.  For  the  particulars  of  all  which, 
your  commiltee  refer  to  die  book  marked  Ivo- 
4,  in  which  Che  same  are  distinedy  expressed, 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  general  court,  and 
court  of  directors,  in  reliiuon  to  loans,  at* 
transcribed. 

That  your  coinmitlee  do  not  find  any  rwo*. 
lotion,  either  of  a general  court,  or  a court  ot 
directors,  for  lending  money  on  subscripun“" 
receipts;  but  by  the  exaiiiinationi  wbitdi  they 

bnve  taken,  it  appears  disc  Mr.  Knight,  the 
late  cashier  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  end 
and'  sWrks.'by  bis  diieeuoW; 
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<lid  leoti  money  on  tbe  iiibicripilon-receip(»,  by 
verbal  orriera  from  ibe  direuiors  of  Che  snid 
eempany,  and  under  coluur  of  an  ordef  of  a 
geiieral  court,  made  the  31st  of  A priJ  1730,  to 
cmpooer  the  court  of  directors  (ram  time  to 
time,  as  they  slinll  see  for  the  interest  of  the 
coin|inny,  to  lend  any  sum  or  sums  of  ibe  com- 
pany's money,  on  the  company’s  present,  and 
10  be  increased,  Capital  stock;  and  to  do  all 
such  matteni  and  things,  os  (hey  should  judge 
most  fur  the  good  of  the  compiiny. 

But  your  eominiciee  find,  that  by  the  second 
by-law  of  cbe  said  company,  rcluting  to,  die 
keeping  tbe  cash  of  the  company,  it  was  or- 
dained, ihnt  the  cash  of  the  corporation  should 
from  time  to  lime  be  kept  under  three  several 
locks,  with  diiTerent  wards,  the  keys  of  nhicli 
CO  be  kept,  one  by  the  cashier,  and  the  oUter 
two  by  such  of  the  governor,  sub-governor,  de- 
pacy-eovernur,  or  directors,  as  Che  said  court 
should  from  time  to  time  appoint,  except  such 
sum  or  sums  as  tbe  court  of  directors  should 
think  necessary  to  let  remain  in  the  custody  of 
die  cashier;  and 'no  money  relating  to  the 
trade  or  afTaira  of  the  said  company  should  be 
disposed  without  an  order  ot  the  said  court 
of  directors;  and  that  the  interest  and  all  other 
advantages,  arising  and  mowing  upon  the  cash 
I of  the  said  company, should  be  brought  to  the  ac- 
countoftbesaid  company.  Howevcr.itappears 
that  the  said  loans  on  suhscriptioDs  were  gene- 
' rally  known,  and  never  objected  against,  by 
any  of  the  directors  in  a general  court,  or  in 
any  court  of  directors. 

That  on  the  said  loans  on  stock,  tlic  stock 
was  transferred  to  persons  for  that  pnrpose  no- 
niaated,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same 
bad  been  absolutely  sold,  without  any  defeaz- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  company,  or  of  tlie  per- 
' sons  to  whom  the  stock  was  transferred,  for  re- 
transferring tiic  hame,  cm  repayment  of  the 
money,  nor  wus  any  covenant  or  other  secu- 
rity taken,  for  repayment  from  the  borrowers, 
except  tbe  stock  so  transferred ; nor  doth  there 
appear  any  distinction  between  the  said  trans- 
fers on  loans,  nnd  the  other  transfers,  which 
were  made  of  stock  absolutely  purchased,  on 
account  of  tbe  company ; upon  which  your 
committee  observe,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  persons  to  whom  the  said  pawned  stock  was 
iransfcrrcrl,  to  dispose  thereof  at  any  time,  as 
t^y  ihooght  lit,  when  the  price  of  stock  was 
h^b,  and  to  replace  the  same  when  itfell. 

And  your  Committee  do  find,  that  on  the 
Idch  day  of  October  last,  the  said  Mr.  Knight, 
to  whom  the  said  pawned  stock  was  transferred, 
^d,  pursuant  to  aa  order  of  tlie  Court  of 
Itirectors,  transfer  stock  to  the  amount  of 
3,141, 8€7l.  17t.  5d,  to  sir  Harmurt  Masters, 
wL  Hugh  Raymond,  Edward  Gibbon,  and 
John  Giorc,  trustees,  for  that  pnrpose,  nomi- 
nated by  tlieCourt  of  Directors,  in  whose  names 
the  Same  now  remains;  but  the  sum  is  431,350/. 
wort  ofiheaforesaid  sum  of  3,663,117/.  17».  5d. 
*luch  is  mentiooed  in  the  said  l^ok  of  loans, 

Vot.  VII. 
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. lU.  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  the  said  sum 

• of  431,350/.  of  the  stock  mortgaged  ur  pawned 
on  loans,  as  aforesaid,  has  been  sold,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of.  by  cbe  trustee^  or  agents  of  the 
South  Sea  Company ; and  till  replaced,  c.innoc 
be  re-transferred  to  those,  by  whom  the  same 
was  pawned  or  mortgaged : Upon  wliich  your 
Committee  observe,  how  easy  it  wia  fox  ihe 
trustees  of  the  company  Co  have  sold  the  suid 
slock  when  it  was  at  high  prices,  nnd  to  have 
replaced  the  same  again  when  it  fell ; for  un 
examination  it  appears,  that  there  was  no 
distinct  and  sepamie  account  kept  of  the  snid 
niortguged  and  pawned  stock,  nor  was  the  same 
any  ways  disiinguislied  Irooi  ciie  other  stock  of 
chose  persons,  to  whom  it  wus  at  first  trans- 
ferred. 

Tiiat  as  to  the  said  sum  of  3,Sl$,o^/.  lent 
on  773,600/.  subscription  receipts,  it  appears  by 
the  aforesaid  book  of  Iuhds,  ^ac  the  general 
rule  of  lending  was  at  the  rate  of  300/.  on  100 
subscription  receipts;  hut  excluding  from  the 
said  loans  ou  subscripciims  the  two  great  loans, 
the  one  to  the  million-bank,  and  (he  uiliur  to 
Turner  and  company,  the  loans,  Co  the  other 
borrowers,  will  at  an  average  come  out  above 
300  per  cent.  It  appears  iKat  on  the  first  sub- 
scription receipts,  at  the  time  of  the  said  lend- 
ing, there  was  paid  in  only  from  90/.  Co  130/. 
per  cent,  and  on  tlie  secbiid  snbscripiion  re- 
ceipts geoeralty  40/.  tind  on  some  few  80/.  per 
cent,  but  bow  much  more  there  hatli  been  paid 
in  since,  or  wlieiher  all  the  said  subscription  re- 
ceipts, an  whicli  money  was  lent,  be  now  re- 
maining in  the  custody  of  any  person  foe  the 
security  of  the  company,  yoor  Cnnuniitee  can- 
not at  present  discover;  the  receipts  not  hav- 
ing been  as  yet  produced  to  them. 

That  it  appears  chat  Turner  and  company 
were  employed  by  the  directors,  to  lend  out 
500,000/.  on  subscription  receijits,  and  that 
they  accordingly  lent  150,000/.  on  such  re- 
ceipts, after  the  rate  of  190/.  per  cent,  on  the 
first  subscription,  and  40/.  per  cent,  on  the  se- 
cond. But  such  rates  being  by  the  said  direc- 
tors thought  coo  low,  the  said  Turuer  and  com- 
pany were  ordered  to  proceed  no  farther  in 
disposing  of  the  remaining  p.irC  uf  tbe  said 
500,000?.  and  were  told  at  the  same  time,  that  by 
lending  at  such  low  rates  on  subscriptions,  they 
were  ruining  the  stock.  Anri  it  also  appears, 
that  Mr.  Kmghc  did  issue  a considerable  sum  to 
be  disposed  of  by  brokers,  for  the  refusal  of 
South  Sea  slock  at  certain  ciines,  ui  very 
high  prices ; and  liken  isc,  that  on  the  declen- 
sion of  the  price  of  the  stuck,  large  sums  wgre 
issued  to  porchasc  stock  on  account  of  the 
company,  at  very  high  prices;  and  partof  the 
stock  then  bought,  iippeara  to  have  belonged 
Cg  some  of  the  directors  of  tbe  said  company: 
and  although  your  Committee  ere  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  set  this  matter  in  a full  light,  tliey  can- 
not but  observe,  chat  the  said  directore,  id  all 
their  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  their 
scheme,  appear  to  have  had  chiefly  in  view  the 
raising  aiid.  suppprtiDg  ilte.iroagipary  value  of 
t^e  stock, k tu  extrav«i(aht‘ati(nui1i  price,  for 
2 B 
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ai  2f  jwirs,  45,000/.  nitb  interest  from  Clirist. 
-niu*  to  LniJy-day,  486/.  the  same  lein?  wb- 
scrit»cd  into  the  capilal  stock  of  the  Suutl,^ 
company,  in  the  name  of  Robert  Surnian  in 


ibe  benefit  of  ilictn*elves,  and  whose  who  were 
in  the  secret  with  tltcno. 

That  as  to  tbe  aforesaid  loans  on  subscription 
receipts,  it  appears,  there  wereou  defeasKinces 
executed  by  tjiose  with  whom  the  receipts 
were  deposited,  lor  a re-delivery  of  the  same, 
on  repoymeDt  of  the  money,  nor  any  s«urity 
given  by  the  borrowers,  besides  the  leccipts  by 
Uiera  so  delivered ; nor  doth  uuy  thing  else  ap- 
pear to  distinguisli  tlie  receipts  so  pledged,  Irom 
sucb  receipts. ab  wire,  or  might  have  been,  ab- 
solutely sold  to  the  company ; fur  all  the  said 
receipts  were  ninde  out  iu  one  name,  viz.  Jo- 
seph IsH/ford,  oud  by  his  indorsement  the 
bearer  became  intitled  to  ttie  property  thereof; ; 
upon  whicli  your  Commitiee  observe,  the  se- 
curity of  the  company,  as  to  the  inoaey  lent  on 
the  said  subscription  receipts,  is  more  preenri- 
ous  thnn  the  loans  on  stock;  for  by  the  transfer 
book  it  miglit  appear  by  wliom  such  stock  wns 
transferred;  bat  it  bull  not  yet  appenred  to 
your  Gonimittee  th.rCBiiy  hooks  have  been  kept, 
or  entries  made,  of  die  names  of  tbe  persons  to 
whom  such  loans  have  been  made  ou  subscrip- 


ceinis:  and  your  Committee  do  farth 
observe,  that  it  wns  in  the  power  ofthe  persons, 


with  whom  such  sohscription  receipts  were  de- 
posited, to  sell  tbe  same  at  high  prices,  mid  to 
replace  them  again  when  tbe  price  fell.  And 
upon  (be  whole  it  doth  appear  to  your  Commit- 
tee that  the  said  loans  im  stock  aadon  subscrip- 
tions have  been  managed  with  tbe  utmost  negti- 
gence,  with  respect  to  the  interest  of  the  com 
pany,  and  were  contrived  for  the  raising  and 
keeping  up  the  price  of  stuck  at  an  extravagant 
height. 

Before  your  Commitiee  conclude  this  report, 
they  tliiuk  it  proper  to  observe,  that  it  bus  ap- 
peared to  them  throughout  their  ezatnination, 
that  Mr.  Knight,  cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, was  principally  concerned  in  their  most 
secret  transactions.  And  yourCommitiee  have 
been  informed  by  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  soon 
after  Mr,  Knight's  withdrawing  himself,  iinii 
upon  his  pressing  Mr.  Knight, Iwn or  three  days 
before  be  went  away,  to  inake  a discovery  nf 
whatsoever  he  knew  relating  tn  the  wliole  pro- 
ceedings; Mr.  Knight  answered,  that  if  he 
should  disdnse  all  he  knew,  it  would  open  such 
a scene*as  the  wnrid  would  be  surprised  ut. 

Your  Committee  having  made  this  progress  in 
their  em|uiry,  have  thought  themselves  nbliscd 
to  lay  this  report  before  the  House;  and  wifi 
proceed  in  tlieir  farther  examination  of  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence. 


To  this  First  Report  was  annexed  nn  Appen- 
dix, the  most  material  parts  of  which  are,  as 
follow: 

-Atfolio  lat.— March  SO,  1T«0.  ToSontli- 
stock,  for  15,000/.  sold  305,  to  answer  the 
17004  per  annum  on  the  other  side,— 45,750/. 

Note,  The  1700/.  on  the  credit  side,  is  thus 
entered.  By  annuities  for  09  years  bought  uf 


it  for  the  company. 

Appendix  Nn.  II. 


diaries  Siangap,*,  esq. ; Debtor. 
Fol.09.  17S0.— Junelltir.  Tocash, 
fNr'13,000.Sootb-Se«,to  R.  Knightund 

K.  Surmaii’s  order 20!  930 

To  ditto  *8,000  ditto  to  J.  Stokes’s  ’ 
•“"““t ■'....  172,770 


(50,000/.) 


.375,000 


the  duke  of  Pnri;lfW{I.  I'?f4 

bnMurabW  Jolin  W*H.  esq.’;  1700/.  (>cr  aim. 


Per  Contra  Creditor.  1720. 

June  94.  By  balance  for  . . . 50,000 
Somb-Sea,  carried  to  No.  G.Fol.  - 

.f.375,000 


Chnries  Stangnpe,  esq.;  Debtor, 

62.— 1790,  June  24.  To  bnJanoe  on  50,0004 
Soutli.sea.frum  T.C.and  Co,  Fo.  99,-375,000/, 


Per  Contrn  Creditor.  1720. 

Nov.  4.  By  J.Sawbridge  and  Co.ibr  55,0004 
Suutli-sea  to  cbeir  account,  Fo.  7,-375,000/. 

Aug.  20.  To  Midsummer  dividend  5,000/. 
ditto.— 55,000/. 


Julin  Maddy,  cashier  to  Turner  and  compa- 
ny, said  that  the  entries  in  chegeiierBl,.orclear- 
ing  bonk,  letter  C.  at  fol.  110,  viz. 

8000  Snuih-sea  to  Robert  Surman,  debit  /hll 
note,  17  April. 

10,000  ditto  Co  R.  Knigbt,  full  note  4cb  of 

10,000  ditto  to  ditto,  full  49,000,  note  18 
April, 

did  import,  lUactlieperson  named  thereCbarles 
Stuogape,  did  deliver  tn  Tiiruer  nnd  company, 
tlie  several  notes  of  Robert  Surman  aud  lloh^ 
Knight,  for  tho  delivery  of  those  respective  par- 
cels of  South-sea  stock  to  him,  whicli  noiei 
Turner  uod  company  accepted  as  so  touch 
stuck  transferred  w them,  by  which  they  eouW 
have  the  same  upon  tbe  said  notes. 

Rufaert  Siinnaii  also  did  eonfeas,  that  tlxis* 
entries  did  import,  anil  might  be  understood  m 
explained  above  by  John  Maddy;  tbisexn®* 
uaot  nnd  Mr.  Knight  liaving  used  to  siibscrtb^ 
nnd  deliver  out  such  notes,  for  South-Sea  stO" 
to  be  accordingly  delivered  ; but  said,  tl'at  such 
entries  might  likewise  imply,  that  the  perMO, 
named  Charles  Stangape,bad  ootes  for  stock  w 

the eitmintnt,  aba  to  Robert  Knight; 
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(urt  of  notes  Mr.  Kiiiglic  frequently  accepted 
ftoia  Turner  and  company,  and  delii-ered  out 
H stock,  instead  of  maLing  actual  transfers. 

TItesaid  Report  was  ordered  to  l>e  printed, 
and  lakcti  iuto  coosideratiun,  oa  the  iUtli  iu- 
aianU 

Resoliiiimt  of  the  Cummom  on  the  Pelilion 
^Iht  S-iuth-Sea  CuBipany.']  Feb.  17.  The 
Connaons,  in  a committee  of  the  wliotc  House, 
eoQsidered  of  the  king's  Messaste  relating  to  ibe 
South-Sea  CoiDpaoy’s  Petition, uriil  cume  to  the 
following  &eso]uiions,riz.  I.  "That  the  payment 
of  the  sum  of  4,15d,30€/.  4s.  llrf.  due  to  tlic 
public, by  the  Soutli-Sen  Company,by  virtue  of 
the  Act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and 
made  payable  within  oncyear,  by  four  quarterly 
nayoteuts,  commencing  the  23lli  MarcK  1723, 
befartber  postponed  to  theyriir  17SS ; and  limt 
Either  provision  be  made  mr  the  more  effectunl 
payment  thereof.  S.  That  the  repayment  of 
the  sum  of  1,000,000,  winch  was  lent  to  the 
Soutii-SeB  Company,  on  the  7tli  of  June,  1730, 
be  pnstponed  to  the  7th  June  1732.” — Tliese 
lU^liitions  were  ngree.l  to  by  tbe  lloiise ; uiitl 
it  was  thereupon  ordered,  that  it  be  au  liutruc* 
sion  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  tbe  Ingrafting  Bill  was  coiiiuiitted,  that 
they  have  power  to  receive  a clause  or  clauses 
pursuant  to  the  said  Resolutions. 

Retoluliciiu  of  the  Coittmoiu  on  the  First  Re- 
wrt  <if  the  Committee  of  Secrec^C]  Feb.  18. 
The  Serjeant  ntArms  wasorderedtosomuiomhe 
members  in  the  places  adjiicenc,  to  intend  lire 
service  of  tbe  House,  whu  iheu  proceeded  to 
take  Che  Report  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy 
into  coDiideratioQ ; and  after  some  speeches 
on  the  several  parts  of  it,  the  Uuuse  came  uiia- 
nimoLudy  to  the  several  following  Resolutions, 

" 1.  That  the  late  sub-governer,  deputy  go> 
veroor,  and  directors  of  tbe  SoathSeaCompa- 
nv,  and  their  officers,  and  their  aiders  and 
auettors,  in  lending  out  the  Companyr’i  money, 
upon  stock  and  subscriptions,  without  taking 
sufficient  security  for  repayment  thereof,  liave 
been  guiJty  of  a notorious  breach  of  trust,  ami 
have  thereby  oocubioned  greet  loss  to  the  Com- 
pany, for  which  they  ought  lomakcsacisraciian 
out  their  own  estates. 

"2.  That  the  selling  or  disposing  of  stock, 
Qrsobscripiions  transferred  or  deposited,  as  a 
tecurity  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  so  lent, 
^ss  a nototions  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
die  said  sub-governor,  deputy  governor,  direc- 
ajid  their  officers,  and  a fraud  on  tbe  pro- 
prinors,  in  order  to  euricli  themselves,  for 
which  they  ought  to  make  satisfaction  out  of 
thdr  own  esUtes. 

“ S.  That  the  taking  in  or  bolding  of  slock 
by  the  Sumh  Sea  Company,  for  the  benefit  of 
»“y  membwof  either Houieof  Parlmment,  or- 
I^rsoQ  concerned  in  the  administrntuui,  (du- 
t|og  die  limethat  the  ConinfUjy'B  propnsali,  nr 
d>«  bill  therbttl'fetitu^,'1t’^''(SeptD^iiig;id' 
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parliament)  without  any  valuable  consideraiioa 
paid,  i,r  sufficient  Kcurity  given  for  the  accep- 
tance of,  ur  pnymeut  for  such  stuck  ; sail  tli« 
Company's  paying  or  olloHuig  such  person  the 
difterence  urisiiig  by  the  urii  anccd  price  of  (he 
slocks,  were  corrupt,  iiifamnus,  and  dnngeroua 
practices,  nnd  higmy  reflecting  on  the  iionour 
ami  justice  of  parliaments,  and  descruciiire  of 
the  iuierest  of  his  mnjaty's  government. 

‘‘  4.  That  any  of  theDireemrs  of  tlie  Soiiih 
Sen  Company,  selling,  dieir  own  stock  at  high 
prices,  to  the  Company  of  others,  at  the  same 
time  chat  they  gave  orders  for  buying  stack 
upon  account  of  the  Company,  under  pretence 
of  keeping  up  the  nominal  value  of  the  said 
stock,  was  a scandalous  practice,  (ending  to 
inricli  themselves,  to  the  great  loss  and  detri- 
ment of  the  Company,  and  of  others  nf  his  ma- 
jes^’ssubjectsi  for  which  ih^  ou^t  to  mske 
saiisfaciion  out  of  their  own  estates. 

" 5.  That  tile  declaring  a dividend  ofSO  per 
cent,  for  Christmas  last,  and  not  iem  iliaii  60 
per  cent,  per  annum  for  not  less  than  12  yenr* 
after,  wasnn  infamous  contrivance  to  give  his 
mnjesty’s  subjects  false  notions  of  tbe  value. of 
tile  said  stock,  that  tlie  late  directors  might 
moreeosily  dliposeof  dieirovrn  stock  at  exor- 
bitant prim. 

“ C.  Time  the  setting  the  stock  of  the 
Sooth  Sea  Company  cn  s^e,  bysubscriptiontat 
high  prices,  above  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
same,  by  the  late  sub-governor,  deputy  go- 
vernor, nnd  directors  of  the  said  Company, 
was  a gross  and  aoioriotu  fraud,  and  has  been 
one  great  cause  of  Uie  sinking  of  the  publio 
credit,  and  bringing  upon  (he  oacion  tbe  dis- 
tress it  at  present  lal/ours  under. 

" 7.  That  the  advising  the  hite  tub-governor, 
and  directors  of  llte  Suuih  Sea  Compaay,  to 
set  the  stock  of  the  said  Company  to  sale 
by  subscripcinos  at  high  and  estravagaat 
prices,  or  to  declare  the  lilgii  and  extravagant 
dividends  for  Christmas  last,  and  ISyears  after, 
by  any  persons  in  (be  administration,  was  a 
notorious  breach  bftlie  trust  reposed  in  them, 
.to  the  prejuditm  of  his  majesty’s  goveroincnt, 
and  the  interest  of  tiiis  ku^dom.” 

Then  tlic  further  <»aaidprBUon  of  the  said 
Report  was  adjourned  to  ihe  Slst  following, 
when,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  (he 
Commons  came  to  the  further  unanimous  Re- 
solutions that  fullow: 

" 8.  That  the  entry  in  (he  casli-book  of  (be 
SouthSea  company  or674,500f.  stock  pretended 
to  be  sold  for  l,3]S,575f.  between  the  4th  of  Fe- 
bruary. 1719,  and  the  13ib  of  April  fullawing, 
was  contrived  with  a design  to  conceal  the 
names  of  persons,  for  whose  benefit  stock  was 
taken  in  by  ifao  said  Company. 

9.  That  every  person  for  whom  stock  was 
taken  in  or  lield,  such  stock  being  part  of  tbe 
574,5001.  preiending  to  be  sold  by  (be  South 
Sea  Company,  from  ibe  4tb  day  ol  February, 
1718,  to  tbe  ISth  day  of  April  Mowing,  with- 
out money  paid,  or  sufficient  security  given, 
for  the  acceptance  of,  and  payment  Tor  such 
st^(^'  to  pay«d  •tiih' skid"  Company 

s 
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alisuchsums  of  monc;  os  have  been  received 
by  WRY  of  difference,  or  otherwise,  for  such 
stock  taken  in  nr  held  as  aforesaid. 

'■  10.  ’I'hat  the  addition  of  250,000/.  to  ihe 
first  money  subscription,  after  it  had  been  de> 
clan-d  10  nave  been  opened  for  two  millions, 
and  the  addition  of  500,000/.  to  the  second 
money  sulfcripdon,  after  it  hod  been  declared 
to  be  opened  lor  one  million,  were  fraudulently 
contrived  to  give  corrupt  adtanisges  to  par* 
ticular  persons,  and  were  injurious  (o  public 
credit. 

" 11.  That  a Dill  be  brought  in  for  the  relief 
of  the  unhappy  sufferers  in  the  South  SeaCum- 
pany." 

Secoks  Report  ofthb  Couuzttee  of  Se- 

CSCCT  OK  THE  PrOCEEDIKGS  OF  TBS  SOOTB 
SEaCouFAKY.]  Feb.  25.  Mr.  Krodrick,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Scciecy,  acquainted 
the  Commons,  That  the  Cooimiitee,  since  their 
former  Report,  had  come  10  a farther  know- 
ledge of  some  matters  therein  mentioned  j and 
were  ready  to  lay  a farther  Report  before  the 
House,  at  such  time  as  die  Ilou^e  slinuld  ap- 
point to  lecene  the  same.  Hereupon  it  was 
ordered,  Tliat  the  Report  be  now  received. 
Mr.  Brodrick  accordingly  rc.nd  the  some  Report 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  io  nt 
the  table,  where  the  same  was  aguin  read,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Second  Refobt  of  toe  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy oir  THE  Proceedings  of  the 
South  Sea  Coufanv. 

The  Commiliee  of  Secrecy,  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  all  the  Proceedings  relating  to  tlie 
Execution  of  the  Act,  passed  ibe  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  iniiilcd,  “ An  Act  for 
enabUng  the  South  Sea  Company  to  in- 
crease thmr  present  capital  stock  and  fund, 
bj  redeeming  such  public  debts  aud  incum- 
brances as  are  therein  mentioned ; and  for 
raising  money,  to  be  applied  for  lessening 
severni  of  tlie  public  debts  and  iocum- 
brances;  and  for  calling  in  (he  present  Ex- 
chequer Bills  remaining  uncancelled';  and 
for  making  forth  new  bills,  in  lien  thereof, 
to  be  circulated  and  exchanged,  upon  de- 
mand, at  or  near  the  Exchequer;”  have 
made  some  further  progress  in  the  matters 
referred  to  them ; 

Upon  the  Examination  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Wymoiidesold,  broker,  and  of  John  Falcon- 
bridge,  his  book-keeper,  touching  the  pariicu- 
lars  of  stock  bought  by  Wymondesoid,  for  Jolm 
Aislsbie,  esq.  Inte  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

Jiuer,  specified  in  the  Account  annexed  to  the 
ormer  Report  of  your  Committee,  it  appearx, 
I’hat,  amongst  ocher  great  sums,  in  stock, 
bought  by  Wymondesoid  on  Mr.  Aisinbie’s  ao 
count,  die  sum  of  20,000/.  South  Sea  stock, 
was,  on  the  12ih  of  Feb.  1719,  delivered  to 
Mr.  Wymondesoid,  by  Mr.  Robert  Surmau, 
then  deputy-cashier  of  the  South  Sea  Cnm- 
pany,  fay  order  of  Mr.  Ilswtt,  at  tbe  rate  of 
ISO/,  per  ’iliht.'  'forit^t'bie'br'Mr.'Aisiiibie} 


kec  price,  os  appears  by  the  account  of  stuck 
sold,  laid  before  the  House. 

Upon  this  your  Committee  sent  for  Mr. 
Hawes,  and  examined  him  as  to  this  20,000(1 
stock.  lie  said,  He  remembered,  that  Mr! 
Wymondesoid  applied  to  him  for  lliis  20,000/. 
stock  ; and  the  examinant  told  him,  He  IhuI 
no  orders  fur  the  delivering  such  stock : but  the 
examinant  could  not  remember  whether  he 
went  to  Mr.  Aislnbie,  and  had  his  direciioni 
to  send  Mr.  Wymondesoid  to  Mr.  Surman;  or 
whether  be  the  examinant,  did  not  Cell  Mr. 
Wymondesoid  to  go  to  Mr.  Siumun  for  it.  But 
that  if  he  did  send  him  tn  Mr.  Surman  he  Lad 
Mr.  Aislabie’s  directions  for  that  purpose. 

JoilitEb/couiridgeinformed  yourCiimmiuee, 
That,  on  the  9cb  uf February  17 19,  he  did  Cake 
in  the  said  20,000/.  stock  of  Mr.  Surman,  for 
Mr.  Aislabie'a  ose  at  ISO/,  per  cent. ; and  that 
Che  examinant,  nn  the  12tli  of  the  same  momb, 
wrote  off  this  stock  from  Mr.  Surmaii’s  to  Mr. 
Aisiabia’s  account.  But  your  Commitree  ev 
amining  Mr.  Surman  as  to  this  matter,  he 
said.  He  did  not  remember  his  transfecriog 
the  said  stock  ; bat  said,  Thnt  he  had  a great 
quantity  of  stuck,  in  his  name,  in  (rust  for 
Mr.  Knight,  and  transferred  the  same  on  verbal 
orders  only  ; and  that  this  20,000/.  (if  it  was 
transferred)  was  transferred  by  Mr.  Kuigbfs 
directions. 

Your  Committee  also  found,  on  the  exami- 
nation of  the  said  Mr.  Wymondesoid,  and  Joha  | 
Faulconbridge,  that' several  parcels  of  South  | 
Sea  stock,  amounting  to  20,CKX)/.  stock,  wvk  ' 
bought  by  Mr.  Weymonrisold  for  Mr,  Aisiabie,  I 
on  tlie  1st  of  March,  1719,  at  several  pricM,  . 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  35,357/.  lOr.  And  I 
that  'Mr.  Knight,  late  cashier  of  tbe  South  Sea  | 
company,  paid  the  examinant  the  mon^  for 
such  stock,  and  placed  the  same  to  Mr.  Aislabie's 
account.  Mr.  Weymondsold  produced  to  yoor 
committee  a letter  from  Mr.  Aisiabie  to  him,  I 
dated  the  1st  of  March  1719,  whereby  he  di-  ' 
reel*  Mr.  Weymondsold  to  buy  this  20,000/. 
stock,  and  adds,  that  he  would  desire  Mr. 
Knight  to  pay  him  tbe  money  forthesaid  stock;  | 
which  letter,  tbe  examinant  said,  is  of  the 
liandwritlag  of  Mr.  Aisiabie,  end  was  received 
by  Che  e.xaminant  on  the  said  1st  of  March ; , 
and  the  examinant  returned  an  answer  to  Mr. 
Aisiabie  the  same  day.  That  on  the  4th  of  , 
March  last,  Mr.  Knight  adjosted  tbe  said  stock 
with  the  examinant,  who  delivered  the  stack 
to  Mr.  Knight  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Aisiabie,  and 
Mr.  Knighc'paid  the  examinant  the  money  ht 
aueb  stock.'  . . 

John  Faulconbridge  (who  was  coocemad  w 
emeriug  and  making  out  the  accounts  ke^of 
this  stock)  being  examined,  said,  that  a^nt 

n fortnight  since,  and  after  Mr.  Weymondsedds 

first  examination  before  tlie  House  of 
and  his  delivering  in  an  account  of 
bought  for  Mr.  Aisiabie,  to  your  Comcnin^ 
Mr.  Aisiabie  requiring  the  particulars 
.Slock  bought,  and  xold  far  hirabyMr.Wey- 
Mr.  Weymo*'®' 
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enid,  direcciong,  attended  Mr.  Aislabie  with 
theparticuliirs  thcreofi  Ilmt  Mr.  Aialubietlien 
objected  iiitainst  tlie  said  20,000/.  stock  bought 
the  1st  uf  March,  and  with  execrations  not  fit 
lobe  repoiitcd.  declared,  he  knew  n'nhini;  ol 
it;  and  bid  the  examinant  tell  Mr.  Wevmond- 
gi,!il,  That  lie  (Mr.  Aisiabie)  most  declare  the 
same  upon  oath  at  the  bar  of  the  House.  The 
Haniiiiant  then  told  him,  that  he  happened  to 
object  againstan  article,  which  was  the  fisioest 
ill  lu$  account,  for  time  this  very  20,000/.  stock 
wasiakcnin  for  him,  mill  paid  fur  by  Mr.  Knieht; 
and  that  die  examinant  had  shewn  the  same 
article  to  Mr.  Waller,  (Mr.  AisJabie’s  son-in- 
hiw)  ill  un  account  made  np  nnd  settled  with 
Mr.  Knight  long  since,  which  Mr.  Waller  (who 
was  then  present)  said  was  true  ; nnd  the  ex- 
aminant, ilie  next  day,  attending  Mr.  Aisinble 
with  an  explanation  of  the  account,  on  sight 
uf  it,  Mr.  Aislabie  expressed  bimsell'thus,  viz. 
Ay,  this  makes  it  plainer ; now  1 can  recollect 
something  of  it. 

The  said  Mr.  Weymondtold  further  informed 
your  Committee,  that  there  were  dealings  be- 
tween Mr.  Aislabie  end  Mr.  Knight ; and  that 
the  examinant  had  sedo  a green  book  in  Mr. 
Knight's  cuscuily,  wherein  the  account  of  Mr. 
Aislabie  was  kept ; which  green  book  your 
Committee  apprehended  to  be 'the  same  book, 
mentioned  in  the  examination  of  Mr.  Sunnan, 
taken  notice  ofin  their  former  report. 

Mr.  Haictt  furtlier  ncr|uainced  ynor  Com- 
mittee, that  be  had  dealings  iu  stock  with  Mr. 
Aislabie  for  a considerable  time,  and  kept  an 
account  of  the  same  in  n bonk,  of  which  Mr. 
Aislabie  had  a duplicate.  That  the  accounts 
in  the  said  books  was  continued  till  some  time 
in  November  last ; mid  that  upon  every  ad- 
justment, Mr.  Aislabie  and  the  examioaiit 
usually  signed  each  others  books  ; llml  (among 
other  things)  the  said  books  contained  account 
of  quniuities  of  Souiii  Sen  stock  bought  and 
told  by  the  examinant  for  Mr.  Aislabie.  That, 
tome  time  iu  November  lost  accounts  were  li- 
nally  settled  and  adjusted  between  them  ; and 
thereupon  the  exiuiiinanc  was  ordered  by  Mr. 
Aislabie,  to  bring  the  book,  which  the  ex- 
aminunc  was  unwilling  to  do,  saying,  that  be 
ought  to  keep  it  for  his  own  justification.  Hut 
Mr.  Aislabie  told  him,  that  the  accounts  being 
then  made  up  between  them,  he  would  have 
the  hook  np,  (Iml  nobody  else  might  see  it. 
And  Mr.  Aislabie  gave  the  examinant  a icceipi 
in  full  of  all  demands,  and  die  examinant  de- 
livered him  the  book.  Mr.  Hawes  farther  said, 
that  lie  never  was  desired  so  to  do,  nor  ever 
did  the  like  to  any  person  with  whom  be  liad 
dealii^  of  this  nature. 

Your  Committee  have  been  informed  by  Mr. 
Itobert  Surmaii,  that  several  sums  of  money 
•■ere  paid  out  of  the  Company’s  cash  to  John 
Ai8labie,e3a.Biid  by  the  book  of  dmnghis,  kept 
by  the  SoucJi  Sea  company,  mid  the  Bank,  nnd 
l\y  the  said  Mr.  Surman's  examinatinn, 
your  Cninmictee  find  that  on  the  8th  of  April, 
Cd.  was  drawn  bj, 
ilr.Kuight,  theii  Casbidrofthc  South  Sea  co'ii- 
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pany,  apon  the  Bank  of  England,  payable  to 
the  said  Mr.  Aislabie,  uiid  the  entry  ol  that  bill 
in  ilie  cash  drauglit  book  has  been  since  rased 
by  Mr.  Knight's  directions,  whn  told  Mr.  Sur- 
mnn,  that  he  had  taken  that  bill  back  again  in 
payment  (as  the  examinant  believed)  fmm  Mr. 
Aislabie.  That  a bill  fur  the  farther  som  of 
6,000/.  was  drown  the  lllh  of  June  1720,  and 
paid  by  the  Bank,  out  of  llie  cash  kept  there 
■n  (he  name  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  to 
Mr.  Ai-Jabie,  on  the  lOlh  of  September  last ; 
and  the  sumsof  4,700/.  and  86/.  were  in  the  like 
manner  drawn  the  fOch  of  September  last,  and 
paid  to  the  said  Mr.  Aislabie  on  the  first  of 
October  follnwiag. 

Your  Committee  are  still  proceeding  upoa 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  in  order  to  lay 
the  same  before  the  House. 

The  Commons  take  inlo  Coasi*M/i«n  Hat 
Fur!  of  the  mid  Report  echieh  re/o<«  to  Mr. 
Charla  S/anAope.]  As  the  above  Report  re- 
lated cbiefiy  to  great  qunucities  of  Stock  end 
Subscriptions,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
taken  in  fi.r  Mr.  Aislabie,  late  Chancellor  of 
I the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stanhope, 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  ihe  Treasury,  both 
i uf  them  iliereupoD  insisted  on  their  iiinooence, 

. and  pressed.  I'Imt  a short  day  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  matter,  that  tliey  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  clear  themselves. 

Mr.  BroUrick  represented  thereupon,  That 
though  the  Secret  Committee  had  a great  deal 
uf  Evidence  to  support  the  charge  against  those 
two  gentlemen,  yet  tliey  wanted  a material 
witness,  viz.  Mr.  Knight,  late  Treasurer  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  who  was  in  safe  costodr, 
and,  in  ail  probabihty,  would  soon  he  brought 
over ; nnd  therefore  the  Committee  hoped  the 
House  would  not  hurry  an  aficir  of  su  great 

Mr.  Slaahope  urging,  how  heavy  an  impu- 
tuiioo,  of  so  heinous  a nature,  lies  upon  a maa 
who  knows  himself  to  be  eniirely  innocent, 
which,  be  said,  was  his  case ; and  renewing 
hit  instances  for  examining  into  it;  the  2Sth  of 
February  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Feb.  28.  Tire  Commons  resumed  the  farther 
consideration  uf  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Secrecy,  some  parts  of  which  re- 
lating to  Mr.  diaries  Stanhope  were  read ; 
after  which,  the  Examination  of  sir  John 
BIudi,  Mr.  Holdiich,  Mr.  Jaoob  Sawbridge, 
sen.  Mr.  Henir  Blunt,  and  others,  before  the 
Cummittee  of  Secrecy,  were  severally  read, 
and  they  were  severally  called  in  and  examined, 
at  were  also  Mr.  Elias  Turner,  and  others. 
The  charge  against  Mr.  Stanhope  consisted  of 
twonrticles.  l.That  10,000/.SoutliSeaStock 
was  taken  in  for  his  benefit,  by  Mr.  Knight, 
without  any  valuable  consideration;  aod  that 
the  diOereiice  arising  by  the  advanced  price 
thereof  was  paid  him  out  of  the  cash  ot  the 
South  Sea  company.  3.  That  Turner  and 
Cumpany  bad  bought  50,000/.  stock  at  a lour 
priceof  the  Soaih  Sea  Company,  in  the  name 
‘ud' of  MR  S^kc)^,  the  dif- 
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fereuceof  liie  arivancerf  price  wUereolj  amoant- 
ins  S50.000/.  Iiad  been  paid  w ihe  said  Mr. . 
Stuibape,  by  sir  Ueurse  Caswall  and  Company. 
Tuptove  these  Articles  the  Secret  Conmiuee 
caused  the  exurniiiatious  betute-meationeH,  oud 
the  persuos  above-oauied,  to  be  exaioiued  ; 
but  snme  of  the  latter  iti^er  weakened  ctuui 
corroborated  their  former  denotitiuni}  sir  Jolui 
Blunt,  iu  paruGuiar,  ownea,  os  to  Uie  first 
Artide,  tlut  Mr,  Knieht  had  showed  him  a 
letter,  svhkh  he  inid  Tiim  was  signed  by  lUr, 
Suiibope,  desiring  lam  to  take  10,000/.  stock 
for  hioi ; but  that  he  did  Dot  know  whether 
thar  letter  was  genuine,  nnr  what  was  baenme 
of'it ; and  as  for  the  50,000/.  stock  transferred 
)o  the  SivorJ  Blade  Conpauy  in  Mr,  Stan> 
hope's  name,  Mr.  Sawhridge  nod  Mr.  Turner 
had  the  modesty  nod  uaturo  to  take  the 
whole  charge  upon  themselves,  nnd  owned  that 
they  had  made  use  of  Mr.  Stanhope's  name, 
without  his  privity  or  consent. 

TlieseExauiinaiions,  together  with  tiie  ani- 
luadversioiis  of  (be  members  of  die  Secret  Cotn- 
uittee  diereupoa,  lasted  until  eight  in  the  even- 
iOK,  after  whidi  Mr.  Stanhope  was  beard  in  liis 
place.  As  to  the  first  Article,  he  said,  “ Tliat 
for  some  years  past  he  had  liniged  ell  the 
nnney  he  was  master  of  in  Mr.  Knight's  hands, 
and  whatever  stock  Mr.  Knight  had 'taken  io 
for  him,  he  had  paid  a valoaBlecoDsideratiun 
for  it : and  as  to  the  second,  dial  he  could  not 
answer  for  what  had  been  done  vrithuut  his 
consent" 

Afr.  5/aaAope  eJenred.]  Wliea  he  was.with- 
drawn,  a niniion  being  made  and  the  questiaD 
being  put,  “That  it  appears  to  this  .House, 
that  during  the  time  that  the  Proposal  made 
by  the  South  Sea  Company,  nod  the  Bill  re> 
iating  thereto,  were  depending  in  this  House, 
10,000/.  stock  was  taken  io,  or  lield  by  Mr. 
Knight,  lace  cashier  of  the  said  Company,  for 
the  benefit  uf  Charles  Stanhope,  ebt|.a  member 
of  this  IIouse,viitboutanyTaluahle  consideration 
ptud,  or  security  given  for  the  acceptance  of, 
or  payment  of  the  said  Stock ; and  that  the 
diSierence,  arising  by  the  advanced  price  there*, 
of,  was  p^  to  the  said  Charles  Stanhope,  esq. 
nut  of  the  cash  of  the  South  Sea  Company,” 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a majority 
only  of  three  voices,  vis.  180  against  177.* 


• " .March  7*  Tou  have  heard  of  Mr.  Stan- 
hope's acqtrittahby  a mojority  of  three,  which 
has  put  the  town  in  a flame,  to  such  a degree 
. as  you  cannot  easily  imagine : what  conse- 
quences it  may  have  I cannot  imagine  ; these 
1 think  will  be  more  or  less  by  w hat  shall  be 
done  to-morrow,  when  Mr.  Aislabie's  case 
comes  00.  Lord  Stanhope  (son  to  lord  C^s- 
terfield)  carried  off  u pretty  many,  by  men- 
tkmiag  in  the  urongest  terms  the  ^nemory  of 
the  late  lord  of  that  name : between  forty  and 
iifey  who  could  not  bring  themselves  to  give 
negatives,  were  however  persutided  to  with- 
draw before  the  question.  On  the  other  hand, 
a great  inaiiy!of''the  adj/Ws^es  aM  'goac  ovr 
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I Resolved,  “ Tlmt  the  makinB  use  of  tb« 
name  of  CImrIes  Stanhope,  erq.  (a  member  of 
this  House)  in  the  Eiiirics  oi'  the  Buukj 
Turner  and  Company,  in  order  to  conred 
. 50,000/.  stock,  supposra  to  be  bought  of  ihs 
South  Sea  Company,  was  an  unjustifiable  aud 
unwanaiitable  practice."' 

The  Coaimoas  take  into  Cotuukralion  that 
Part  of  the  Report  akkh  relulu  to  Mr.  Auto- 
file.]  March  8.  The  order  uf  the  day  being 
read,  for  uking  into  further  consideration  tiia 
Reports  from  the  Conimittec  of  Secrecy ; ibtise 

Birla  of  Che  first  of  (he  said  Reports  uhich  re- 
ted to  John  Aislabie,  esq.  a meniber  of  this 
House,  were  read;  and  then  the  ^ond  lie- 
port  from  the  said  Committee  was  read ; and 
a Letter  from  the  said  Mr.  Aislabie  to  Mr. 
Weymondsold,  dnted  nt  March,  17J0;  and 
also,  several  Examinations  of  Mr.  Weymond- 
sold  before  the  said  Committee;  and  tlieExa- 
mluati'in  of  Mr.  Robert  Surnian,  taken  ibe 
Slsluf  Jaouary  last ; and  the  Examination  of 
Mr.  Francis  Hawes  before  tbe  said  Committee, 
taken  the  24tli  of  February  last,  were  reaiL 
Aftcrwerilssir  John  Fellows,  Mr_ChariesJoye, 
Mr.  Hawes,  sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  Uoldicch,Mr. 
GiMioii  and  Mr,  Chester,  were  severally  called 
in,  and  examined.  Then  tbe  Examineiian  uf 
Mr.  Hawes,  taken  the  31st  of  January  lost,  be- 
fore the  said  Committee,  was  rend ; nnd  Mr. 
Hawes  was  called  in  and  examined.  Theaitie 
Examination  of  Mr.  Robeit  Surman,  taken  be- 
fore the  said  Conitnitiee  (be  7tb  of  March  Inst, 
was  read ; nnd  he  was  called  in  and  exaniiaed, 
and  proved  an  Account  of  South  Sen  stock 
bought  by'  Mr.  Knight  for  Mr.  Aislabie; 
which  Account  was  read  ; and  after  Mr.  Wey- 


of  town  in  (lie  utmost  rage,  many  of  them  uoi 
really  displeased  at  what  had  happened,  siuce 
it  afibrds  but  too  good  a handle  for  fomeatiog 
greater  discontriic  in  the  country.  I own,  1 
think  it  a very  bad  piece  of  policy,  for  tbe 
whole  kingdom  are  enraged  against  tbe  South 
Sea  scheme,  and  not  less  so,  against  tliose  wbn 
support  their  abettors.  Vou  will  saoa  see,  by 
reauiug  the  adveriiseinenu,  the  reason  of  send- 
ing the  inclosed  paper ; Mr.  Walpole  lives 
opposite  to  B.  Spurs,  the  Swedish  minister. 
The  two  brothers  were  remarkably  the  most 
zealous  advocates,  and  perhaps  may  prove  so 
to-morrow,  ‘ Quos  Jupiter  vult  perdere  de- 
‘ meniat  prius.’  This  behaviour  (whatever  may 
bethought)  will  not  he  forgot,  thmgs  may  furs 
time  be  carried  with  a high  hand,  but  such 
violences  cannot  bo  lung  supported;  n scalled 
head  is  soon  broken.  You  will  see  by  yow 
abstractor  tbe  report,  (bat  tlie  proof  was  full 
as  strong  as  the  nature  of  thc-tliiog  (Koigh* 
being  gone)  would  admit  of,  and  supported 
many  coacurreot  circumstances.  Sir  J.  Blunts 
evidence  was  to  be  vilified,  for  further 
which  you  will  easily  guets  nt;  every  body 
sees  tbrougli  that.’’  Coze’s  Walpole. 

3iidenw  I Mr.  Brodrick  to  loril  W>d* 
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Knight,  late  cntbier  of  the  South  Sea  Cot»- 
pany,  ibr  the  oje  aod  heneRt  of  the  said  Mr. 
AKIabie ; aud  that  the  tnid  Robert  Knight  did 
then  par  tlie  said  S5,3S7/.  IDi.  for  the  samu. 

“ 5.  That  the  aforesaid  20,000/.  South  Sea 
etnek,  ivRs  stock  taken  in  and  held  by  the  said' 
Robert  Knight,  for  the  benetitof  tbe  mid  John 
Aielabie,  esq.  after  the  propnsnls  of  tbe  South 
Sea  CoiDpaiij  were  accrineil  by  tbi*  House, 
und  n bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  thereupon, 
without  any  money  paii!  or  security  giren  by 
the  said  Mr.  Aisiabie  fur  the  said  stock. 

“ C.  That  the  raking  in  and  bolding  the  said 
20,000/,  South  Sea  stock,  by  ibe  said  Robert 
Knight,  with  tbe  privacy  and  for  the  benefit  of 
(he  said  John  Aisiabie,  eiq.  was  a most  notori- 
ous, dangerous,  and  tnfumous  corruption  in  tbe 
said  Mr.  Aisiabie. 

“ T.  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
between  tbe  SOtU  of  .March  1720,  and  tbe  Slst 
day  of  Norembtr  foUou-ing,  there  was  an  nh- 
enunt  between  Turner  and  company  and  Ed^ 
uiund  Waller  son-in-law  of  the  said  John 
Aisiabie,  esq.  aioouniiog  in  tbe  wliale  to  the 
sura  of 794,451/.  15s.  9rf.  and  that  there  was 
also  an  accuimt  of  South  Sea  stock  depending 
between  the  said  Turner  and  company,  and 
the  said  Mr.  Wulier,  on  the  balance  of  which 
last  mealinned  account  tiiere  was  77,600/.  due 
from  the  said  Turner  and  company,  for  se- 
curing whereof  the  said  Turner  and  company,  • 
entered  into  bonds  the  20tb  of  Norember  last, 
fur  12  months  from  the  24lb  day  of^eptem- 
her  then  post,  ris.  One  bond  for  44,000/.  tn 
the  said  Edmund  Waller,  and  one  other  bond 
to  Thomas  Weddat,  esq.  for  33,000/.  intrust 
for  the  said  John  Aisiabie. 

'*  8.  That  the  said  John  Aisiabie,  esq.  was 
privy  to,  and  did  approve  and  consent,  that 
ibe  million  of  Exeb^uer  D^la,  lent  by  ibe 
Treasury  to  the  Sodtli  Sea  Company,  should 
be  lent  out  hy  the  said  Company  upon  their 
stock,  and  accoidingly  the  same  was  dnoc. 

' “9.  That  thesnidjohn  Aisiabie,  esq,  nt  a 
meeting  with  the  said  sub-governor  and  several 
of  the  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company, 
did  advise  die  takiog  in  the  first  mnuey  siili- 
scription  atSCO/.  per  cent,  and  agreed  to  pro- 
mote tbe  same. 

10.  Tbot  the  s.Vid  John  Aisiabie,  esq.  gave 
list  to  lbs  InteDirectors  of  the  South  Sea 
company,  ofthe  names  of  persons  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  third  money-subscription,  at 
1,000/.  percent,  for  several  surds  of  money 
amounting  to  75,300/.  and  did  thereby  promote 
and’pncourage  the’ said  subscription. 

“ 11.  That  the  said  John  Aisiabie,  esq.  has 
encouriiged  am!  proino'led  the  dangerous  aod 
destrucRve  execution  of  the  late  South  Sea 
scbeine,  with  ii  view  tn  his  own  exorbitant 
profit,  and  bos  combined  with  the  late  Dire<> 
tors  of  the  South  .SearCompanyin  their  pernici- 
ous practices,  to  the  drtriment  of  great  num- 
bers ofhis  niajetty's  sahjects,  and  _the_  ruin  of 
the  public  credit  ud  the  trade  of  this  kingdom. 

I.  '>5- 

Tor  ms  said  offences,  rapeued  this  Howe."  ■ 


.)<l«nld  hud  been  exnminedj  the  Examination 

of  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  taken  before  tbe  said 
Cnminiitee  the  20th  and  23lh  days  of  January 
lest;  and  the  Examiimii'in  of  sir  Lnmliert 
Blackwell,  taken  liefore  the  said  Committee 
the  25th  of  January  Inst,  were  read.  After- 
wards Mr,  Gibbon,  sir  John  Fellowes,  and  Mr. 
Joye,  were  agniii  sevcmliy  cnilcil  in  and  exa- 
mined. And  then  the  Exaiaiiintioo  of  Mr, 
Knight,  taken  the  17th  of  January  lasCj  and 
the  Exaininniinn  of  sir  John  Blunt,  token  be- 
fore  the  said  Cotnniiitee,  the  14ih  of  January 
last;  the  copy  of  tbe  Warnnt  for  making  Tonh 
new  exchequer  bills  for  one  millimi ; and  also, 
the  copy  of  the  Memorial  from  the  South  Sea 
Company,  relating  to  tbe  issniag  of  exoliequcr 
bills,  by  way  of  ioim,  tn  the  said  ConipftTty,were 
read  : and  afterwards  sir  John  Fellowes  and  sir 
John  Blunt  were  agnio  severally  called  in  trod 
examined. 

The  reading'of  the  Papers,  and  the  Exami- 
nation of  the  persons  above-mentioned,  lasted 
till  abnnt  nine  in  tbe  evening;  after  whicii  Mr. 
Aisiabie  maile  a long,  submissive  an'd  pathetic 
speech,  in  his  own  dcienco. 

3fr.  Aisiabie  expelled  and  eomtiUed  to  the 
Toaer.]  But  what  was  deposed  against  him 
by  Mr.  Hawes,  vis.  That  tie  had  mused  the 
Book  of  Accounts  between  them  to  be  hurot, 
and  given'  him  a discharge  for  the  balance, 
amounting  to  about  842,000/.  appeared  so 
Iidnous,and  SO  hooie  a proof,  thatafterhe  was 
withdrawn,  the  House  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions,  viz. 

“ Resolved,  nem.  eoH.  I.  That  it  appears  to 
tliis  House,  tbit  29,000/.  South  Sea  stock  was 
bought  by  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  late  cashier  of 
the  Soutn  Sen  Company,  upon  tbe  3rd  anil 
IBib  days  of  December,  1719,  for  the  use  and 
on’the  account  of  Jobu  Aisiabie,  esq.nmcm- 
faet  of  this  House,  then  chancellor  and  under- 
treasunir  of  the  Exchequer,  and  one  of  tbe 
CDDimiseionersof  his  majesty's  Trensury. 

'*  3,  Thni  from  the  00th  day  of  Jannnir, 
1719,  to  the  1th  day  of  Miirch  following  inclu- 
(ivc,  TO,OOCI/.  South  Sen  stoek  was  tnuisnrted 
by  Mr.  Matthew  Weymotidsold,  broker,  by  the 
dnection  aud  on  the  account  of  tbe  said  John 
Aisiabie,  esq. 

" 3.  "Thiit  90,000/.  South  Sea  rCock,  part  of  I 
the  said  70,000/.  stack,  was  deliveret!  to  Mr. 
Mattliew  Weymondsold,  broker,  on  the  12th 
of  February,  1719,  by  Robert  Suftnan,  l«e 
.dwuty-casliierof  the  South  Sea  Company,  nt 
the  rate  of  130/.  per  cant,  by  direction  of  Ro- 
bert Knight,  late  cashier  of  the  said  Ctimpaiiy, 
for  the  use  end  benefit  of  the  said  John  Aisla- 
Kesq. 

“ 4.  Tliat  several  pntcclsofSouth  Seattoek, 
P^t  of  the  said  70,000/.  stock,  amronting  to 
W.OOOl,  slock  for  35,357/.  lOr.  were  bonght 
”7  Matthew  Weymondsold,  broker,  on  the  1st 
®f  March,  1719,  by  the  order  of  the  said  John 
Aisiabie,  esq.  and  that  the  said  90,000/,  stock 

»as  deiiv„j,d  by  rhe 

»ld,  on  iJie4tb  day  of  aiareli,  1719,  lo  Robert 


rsi]  P.\KL.  HISTORY,  7 Ge7boe  I. 

Then  it  jtrns  ordered,  That  the  said  Jutio 
Aislabie,  esq.  be  committed  prisoner  to  his  ma- 
jesty's Tu>*erot London ; and  that  Mr.Speaker 
do  issue  his  warrant  accordingly ; And  that 
leave  be  given  t»  bring  in  a bill  for  restraining 
John  Aislabie,  esq.  fruoi  going  out  of  this  king- 
dom for  the  space  ofone  year,  and  aiitil  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  parliumeac ; and  for  dis- 
covering his  estate  and  edects ; and  for  pre- 
venting the  transporting  or  alienatiug  the 
agme.”  • 

TAe  Cainmans  lake  into  consiJeralian  lAal 
part  Ilf  Ike  lieporl  which  relalet  la  sir  George 
CoRDM.]  Msrcli  iO.  The  House  proceeded 
to  take  into  further  oonsideration  the  Reports 
from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy : 

And  that  part  of  the  First  Report,  which  re- 
lates to  SO, OOOf.  South  Sea  stock  taken  in,' and 
held  by,  Robert  Knight,  for  the  use  of  Elias 
Turner,  Jacob  Sawbridge,  and  sir  George  Cas- 
wail,  a member  of  this-Housc,  was  read  : and  a 
Transfer  in  the  South-Sea  Company's  tmnsfer- 
buok,  dated  tlie  18th  of  February  1719.  And 
Mr.  llobert  Surman,  Mr.  Testurd,  and  Mr. 
Poulter,  fvere  severally  calte.'l  in  aud  examined. 
Then  the  examiaatiou  of  Mr.  Jus.  Scanbrough, 
taken  before  tlie  said  Committee  the  21st  of 
Jan.  1720,  was  read ; and  he  was  called  in  and 


• “ March  9.  Yesterday  night  past  twelve, 
Mr.  Aislahie’s  fate  was  determined,  os  yuu  will 
see  by  the  votes,  almost  the  whole  time  being 
taken  up  in  examining  numbers  of  witnesses 
(late  directors)  called  by  liim.  The  questions 
proposed  was  the  same  to  them  oil,  viz.  Whe- 
ther they  knew  or  had  beard  of  any  fictitious 
- stock  taken  in,  or  held  for  him,  or  of  any  stock 
bought  fur  his  use  with  the  Company's  money, 
to  every  of  which  they  all  answered  roundly 
ill  the  negative,  from  whence  he  ai'gucd  the 
certainty,  and  as  lie  expressed  himself  even  to 
a demonstration  of  his  innocence,  for  lhat  it 
was  not  to  be  conceived,  but  they  must  have  ' 
known  the  thing.  As  to  .the  proceedings  of  the 
Directors  (to  whom  he  gave  alt  the  hard  names  i 
be  could  think  of)  his  plea  was  ignorance.  To 
the  charge  of  having  great  dealings  in  stock  ; 
(pending  the  bill)  he  said  nocliiag,  mherveise  | 
than  by  injinuation,  that  doing  so  with  bis  own 
money,  he  hoped  would  not  be  criminal.  His 
concerting  with  the  directors,  taking  in  the  1st  ' 
subscription  at  900  per  cent,  he  dropt,  not  ' 
saying  one  word  to  the  chorge;  but  an  incident  j 
happened  which  gave  great  disgust  to  the 
House.  The  second  ft^rc  takes  notice  of 
great  dealings  in  stock  between  bim  and  Mr.  i 
Hawes,  (formerly  his  cn  rk,  as  Treasurer  of  the  , 
Navy)  who  bad  informed  ibe  Committee,  that  , 
those  Bccuuiiiswere  finally  adjusted  in  Novem- 
ber last,  when  M>..Aislabie  insisted  upon  hav- 
ing Mr.  H.vwes's  book  t<>f  which  ha  bad  a dn- 
pheate)  delivered  bim,  that  no  one  might  see  it, 
whicii  was  done  accordingly  upon  his  giving 
Hawes  a geueral  release  On  Tuesday,  a 
motion  was  made  for  bis  laying  that  book  be- 
fore the  HtrUwiiliyesteiillsy/wtecbiiti  opposed, 
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examined.  Then  several  books  of  Turner  amj 
Co.  were  read.  Tlien  Mr.  .Mount  was  called  in  ' 
and  produced  the  Night  Casb-huuk  ufTurnet 
and  Co.  aud  fur  thelOlhand  12Ui  of  Dec.  l*^u  1 
whicli  was  read,  and  he  was  examined.  Thca 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Jacob  Sawbridge,  sen 
taken  before  tlieComraittecofSecrecy  ihe  ackli 
of  January  Iasi ; and  also  Mr.  Knight's  exaiuim. 
tion  taken  before  the  said  Cominiciec  tiieyist 
of  January  last,  were  read.  And  then  .'ilr.  Sur- 
man tvas  agahi  colled  in  and  examined.  And 
then  Mr.  Elias  Turner,  and  Mr.  Julm  M,)u„{ 
were  severally  called  in  and  examined  ; and  the 
Cash-Book  of  Turner  and  Co.  of  the  I81I1  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  1719,  was  read.  After  this, 

Sir  George  Caswalt  was  heard  in  liis  place 
and,  iu  his  Defence  alIcdgcd,TbHtheliiid  made 
a lawful  bargain  for  the  stock  in  question  with  I 
Mr.  Knight,  and  had  several  times  nlfered  to 
pay  the  value  ofit,  but  was  put  off.  from  time  I 
CO  time  by  Mr.  Kaiglit,  wbo  told  him,  he  was 
not  at  leisure  to  make  up  accounts  with  him  ■ * 

and  chat  Mr,  Knight  had  sufficient  security  in 
his  hands.  To  prove  which  sir  George  culled  { 
several  witnesses.  Hereupon  tliree  or  four  ! 
metnhers  sjioke  in  Lis  behalf,  and  amung  other  I 
tbin^  said  they  were  satisfied  he  had  grveo  I 
satlicienC  security  1 but  the  questioo  being  pot  | 
whether  he  Imd  or  not,  it  was  carried  in  the  1 
negative  by  227  voices  against  92.  Tlien  ' 


I as  whsit  the  House  could  not  demand,  for 
! that  it  rclaterl  only  to  his  own  private  accouai 
' with  Hanes,  hut  was  ovvr-ruled  by  die  House, 
and  ordered  to  bring  in  the  book;  wherewith 
notcomplyiug,  notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the 
House.  He  then  desired  Mr.  Hawes  might  be 
examined,  wbo  said  at  the  bar,  cbac  whea  he 
delivered  up'the  book,  both  that  and  the  du- 
plicate (m  Mr.  Aislabic's  hand)  were  burnt,  of 
wtiich  Mr.  Hanes  made  no  mention  when  ei- 
amiaed  by  the  Committee,  nor  did  Mr.Aislahie 
on  Tuesday;  from  whence  it  was  concluded 
tint  this  was  an  after  thought,  and  die  bnoks  | 
burnt  (if  at  all)  Cf  post  juefo.  He  tuid  uo  Tues- 
day iinprudemly  enough  said,  ihtit  if  the  Com-  j 
mictce  should  have  demanded  those  books,  he 
would  have  burnt  them  before  their  faces, 

“ After  his  defence,  the  quesiioos  wentwiili-  j 
out  other  opposition,  than  what  was  very  sleo- 
der,  by  Mr.  Mioshal  and  Mr.  Fuller;  sir  I 
Richard  Steele  said  a little,  not  very  plaio  in  1 
effect  (as  I understood  him)  that  die  examins-  I 
lions  did  nut  sufficiondy  support  the  questiw  j 
proposed,  but  it  did  not  obtaiu.  Mr.  Wulpole’s  ] 
comer  sat  mute  as  fishes.  Mr.  Fuller,  upoa 
one  question  demanded  a division,  which  wu 
very  artfully  turned  off  by  the  Speaker,  and^ 
nerally  uoderscood  with  design  to  obviate  the 
difficulty  those  in  employment  might  lie  “2.^®^' 
on  whatever  side  they  should  divide.  Ihus 
the  matter  ended,  and  in  return  for  the  faUg^ 

the  House  underwent,  we  got  a play  day,  ad- 
journing till  to  morrow,  when  I diinksirGeo^ 
Casweir  will  have  the  same  fate."  O'xe's'Val- 
pole.  Correspondence:  Mr.  Brodriek  to  w™  ' 

alitliiJeEtWj : 1 
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Sir  George  Camail  stood  up  agnia,  nud  ex* 
pressed  bis  great  sorrow,  thut  iie  luul  tlie  mis- 
foriune  to  faU  under  tlie  displeasure  of  tlie 
House;  wliiob  lay  the  more  lieavy  upon  liim, 
because  be  was  not  conscious  of  an;  crime, 
unless  it  were  die  extraordimiry  zeal  and  nffirc- 
tion  he  liud  shewn  fnr  die  support  of  the  pre* 
seuc  liappy  settlement,  having  assisted  the  go- 
Tcrnmeni  with  vast  sums  of  money,  nt  three 
per  cent,  when  they  could  get  it  no  where  else : , 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  appealed  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  who  wero  tlien  commissioners 
ofthe  treasury.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Clayton  stood  up,  and  witnessed  to  the  ' 
truth  of  his  allegation : | 

Sir  George  CataalUxptUrd  and  eommitud  to  ' 
the  Toaer.*]  But  his  past  services  not  being  ; 
thought  n solScicnt  atnnement  fur  the  great 
share  he  hnd  in  the  fraudulent  management  of , 
the  Soutl>*$ea  Scheme,  after  he  was  withdrawn,  I 


•‘‘March  11.  Yesterday  sir  George  Cas- 
well  had  Mr.  Aisinhie’s  fate,  with  this  further 
addition,  of  refunding  SSO.OOOf.  ns  you  will  see 
by  die  rotes.  The  day  was  long  enough,  though 
not  so  had  as  the  other;  for  vre  rose  just  after 
eight  o’clock.  Our  time  was  taken  up  by  an 
insigoilicanC  defence,  endeavouring  to  prove 
that  company  losers  by  the  South-Sen.  The 
only  mnierial  thing  insisted  npon  by  him,  was 
a pretence  of  having  given  sufficient  security 
for  the  50,000f.  stock,  taken  in  by  Knight  for 
them,  in  order  to  get  clean  of  a furmer  resolu- 

“ The  ease  (a«  himself  opened  it,)  stood  tiuis : ' 
in  January  or  February  17 19,  (I'or  we  can  never  ■ 
fir  them  to  certain  times  in  any  instance)  he 
and  cum[ianj  pawned  TO,OOOf.  stock  to  the 
Soulh-Sea  Compniiy,  homming  105,000/,  upon 
it.  The  first  of  March  following,  Knight  takes 
in  the  50,0UOf.  fictitious  stock  for  them ; upon, 
which,  two  questkms  arose.  First,  whether 
the  pawned  stock  could  (without  agreement 
of  parties)  remnin  a further  security  for  the 
60,000/,  stock  token  in  hy  Knight,  tVen  sup- 
pose it  would  in  Tuliie  Iiuve  answered  hoth; 
secondly,  whether  it  would  have  been  sufficieiil 
security.  The  master  ofilie  roils  dilTered  from 
his  brethren  upon  the  first ; insisting  that  be- 
fore they  should  have  been  let  into  the  redemp- 
tion upon  payment  of  the  105,000/.  they  would 
have  been  uUliged  in  equity  tn  have  piiid  for  the 
60,000/.  slock  taken  in  by  Knigni.  I mast 
tere  observe,  that  long  nfter,  and  at  the  bar 
said  tn  be  the  13th  of  Moy,  (tlrougli  no  wiliie*® 
upon  oath  liefore  the  Committee  syould  fix  the 
time)  B note  under  Caswell's  hnnd  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Knight  for  125,000/.  thb  price  of  the  I 
60,000/.  stock  at  250/.  pet  cent.  As  to  tiie 
second  point,  it  was  urged  (and  generally  egreed 
io)  thnt  if  the  South-Sea  scheme  had  railed  in 
nur  House,  the  70,000/.  stock  would  not  have 
been  near  a sufficient  security  for  clie  105,000/. 
lent  thereon.  The  master's  difleriug  from  us, 
*•35,  in  my  opinion,.. wlint  led  the  munigen  men 
t he^emnnd  nf  ad>risii!>l£iiphs  tbe  flaM  i^akiitwii  p i 
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the  House  came  (o  the  following  Resolotion^ 

1.  “That it  appears  to  this  House,  That, 
durinv  the  time  the  Bill  for  enabling  the  Snuth- 
Sca  Company  tu  enlarge  their  capital  siockand 
fund,  was  depending  in  puriinnsent,  50,000/. 
stock,  being  part  of  the  374,500/.  ficiitioni 
stock,  entered  in  the  ensh-book  of  the  Coin- 
piiny,  nssold  for  1,259,335/.  was  taken  in  or 
sulii  by  Robert  Knight,  late  cashier  r>f  die  said 
Company,  for  Rlias  Turner,  Jacob  Snwhridge, 
and  sir  George  Cosuall,  (n  member  of  this 
House)  witliQut  any  valuable  consideration 
paid,  or  sufficient  security  given  for  the  accept- 
auce  of,  or  payment  for,  such  stock. 


but  they  soon  saw  their  error,  the  yeas  beiog 
29S,  the  ones  but  92.  You  will  enaily  believa 
the  subsequent  questions  were  given  up  upon 
.seconding ; if  I mistake  not,  the  first  question 
wiiB  battailed  to  avoid  cbe  consequence  of  our 
last  question,  that  of  refunding.  For  it  is  gene- 
rally thought,  lliis  stock  was  in  trust  for  others, 
and  this  wns  in  plain  terms  spoke  strongly  to 
in  the  dctiaie.  £ven  the  master  ofthe  rolls 
declared  freely  bis  being  of  that  opinian; 
going  yet  farther,  that  he  did  DOC  see  how  niiy 
member  could  Jnscify  buying  stock  ({vending 
the  hill)  although  be  should  even  have  cajd 
ready  money  for  it.  It  is  nnc  to  be  conceived 
wliac  sacisfaccioa  Cbcic  two  days  work  have 
given,  and  indeed  it  is  well  it  sn  happens,  for 
the  rage  was  grown  to  such  height  upon  the  ac- 
quittal of  Stanhope,  that  no  man  can  tell  when 
it  would  have  ended.  Bonfires  were  made  in 
the  city  the  day  Mr.  Aisiabie  wentiu  the  Tower. 

“ It  is  said,  an  attack  upon  the  Cummlltce 
was  talked  uf  in  private,  and  inteiideil,  but  we 
have  acted  wiih  such  caution  and  candour  as  to 
bid  defiance.  Should  any  thing  of  th.-it  kind 
be  attempted,  they  must  hare  a better  posse 
tlian  app^rs  at  present.  Our  credit  through- 
out the  kingdom  will  sufficiently  support  us. 
Let  them  look  to  themselves,  they  stand  on  a 
sandy  foundelinn.  In  debating  the  mution  foe 
a bill  ngainst  Mr.  Aisldbic,  Mr.  Walpole  said, 
impeaching  (not  billing  ministers)  was  the  way 
of  parlinnientary  proceeding  in  time  of  our  an- 
ceators ; which  was  very  .smurtly  animadverted 
upon,  pnriiculiirly  by  themastcr.  He  observed 
(saying  (hat  eemleman  very  well  knew)  that  the 
course  of  pBrUnmentarr  proceedings  wnsaltered, 
quite  iiin-rted,  by  rendering  nil  prosecutions,  by 
way  of  impeachments  ineETeciual ; that  no 
greater  instance  nceil  be  given  ciinn  in  the  prc' 
sent  ca*e,  wlicrein  the  I.ords  had  by  way  of  an- 
ticipation ericred  into  the  examination  of  what 
properly  belonged  to  the  Commons,  in  order  to 
come  to  a resolution  of  ibe  legality  of  ibut  con- 
itltulion,  made  by  tiie  treasury,  appoincihg  the 
direetorsjudpes,  where  ihry  were  beyond  possi- 
bility of  denial,  parties  ; by  wldcli  means  all 
the  public  creditors  wero  imposed  upon  ond  rie- 
fmud«l,  and  which  in  truth,  was  tne  first  and 
cliicf  source  of  the  mi*fot«uues,  which  have  liap. 
pened."  Coxa’s  Walpole.  Correspondanoe  i 
Mri'BroA’lttb'  to'iurd  MidilUMn.i.'"i 
i C 
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3.  “ That  it  appenri  to  this  Uoase,  by  the 
Riinlisof  tiie  said  Turner  nnd  Co,,  and  the 
l^aminntions  now  before  lliis  House,  That 
there  was  n clear  profit  of  350,000f.  made  of 
tile  said  ao,OOOL  stuck,  so  taken  in  or  held  ns 
aforesaid. 

3.  “ Tlint  t!ie  snid  sir  George  Cnswall,  by 
concurring  with  his  partners,  (he  said  Eiias 
Turner,  and  Jacob  Sawbridge,  in  having  liie 
mill  S0,000f.  stock  takeo  in  ur  iicld  as  aforesaid, 
lias  been  guilty  of  a corrupt,  iofiunous  nnd  dan* 
geruns  practice,  highly  reflecting  on  the  liuiiimr 
and  jmtice  of  pariiAtoent,  nud  destructive  to 
the  interest  of  liis  in^esty’s  covcmincnc. 

• 4.  “That  the  said  sir  George  Caswall  he, 
for  bis  said  offence,  expelled  this  House. 

5.  “ That  the  said  sir  George  Caswall  be 
cominitted  Prisuiier  to  his  majesty's  Tower  of 
London ; and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrants  accordingly. 

6.  “Tlul  tlie  Estates,  real  and  personal,  of 
the  said  sir  George  CaswnU,  Jacob  Sunbridge, 
and  Elias  Turner,  he  subject  and  liable  to  an- 
awer  and  omke  good  to  tiie  Suuch*Sea  Com* 
pany,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  uj0,000f.  wliich  was 
the  advanced  price  ud  the  Lltb  day  of  June, 
1780,  of  the  said  30.006/.  stock,  over  and  abovu 
ilie  sum  of  183,000/.  paid  to  the  said  Company 

2'Ae  Cmnmowt  Uke  into  Consiileration  that 
Part  f Ac  Report  altieA  relates  to  the  Earl  of 

Sifnderlun^.'l  March  15.  The  Commons  pro- 
ceeded in  the  adjourned  Consideration  of  dial 
part  of  the  Rcpuri,  from  the  Commiicee  of 
Secrecy,  which  rclnteri  to  the  curl  of  Siuidcr- 
land  ; aud  rhe  several  Examinations  of  sir  John 
jBIunt,  Mr.  Edward  Gibbon,  Mr.  Charles  Joye, 
James  Craggs,  esf|.  Mr.  Richaril  Iloldiidi,  Mr. 
John  Webster,  Mr.  Robert  Siirinan,  sir  Lam- 
bert Blackwell,  Mr.  Francis  Hmves,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Astel,  sir  John  Fellows,  and  sir  Thendore 
Janssen,  taken  before  the  saidCoiuinittee,  were 
read  ; snil  afterwards,  Mr.  Jnyc,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
Mr.  Chester,  Mr.  Uuldirch,  and  Mr.  Surmaii, 
were  severally  called  in,  aod  exiimiued, 

Tlieii  a MutioD  was  made,  “ That  it  appears 
to  this  Hnuse,  tliat.  afier  the  Proposals  of  the 
Snutli-Sea  Company  were  accepted  by  the 
House,  .and  a Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
tliereufion;  and  before  such  Bill  passed, 
£0,000/.  nf  the  capital  stock  of  the  Soutli-Sea 
Company  was  taken  in  by  Robert  Knight,  late 
Cashier  nf  the  said  Cninpniiy,  for  the  use  and 
upon  (he  account  of  Charles  earl  of  Sunder- 
land, a Lord  of  Purliainem,  and  lim  Commis-  | 
sinner  of  the  Treasury,  niihout  any  valiiahie  ^ 
consideration  puid,  ur  sufficient  security  given,  1 
for  payment  for,  nr  acceptance  of  the  same.”  I 

The  Earl  0/ Sunderland  cieared.^J  This  mn- 


■ “ March  16.  Tint  part  of  the  Report  uf ' 
the  Comniiltee  of.Secrery,  whicli  relutedeo  lord  , 
Sunderlanil,  and  should  have  been  taken  into  : 
coii-id'mtir.ii  mi  Tuesday,  was,  at  the  pressing 
instances  of  Mr.  Walpole,  adjourned  to  ytster-  1 
dr;,  upoBf4»sgtiiti»,4V  |hi;.|i,cciisr,ij 


tion  occasioned  a warm  debate,  that  lasted  till 
uear  ciglit  at  night,  but  the  questico  being  put 
thcreufion,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by  « 
majority  of  233  voles  against  178.  ^ 


sary,  for  the  fnnlier  infiirmalion  of  the  House 
iliac  (he  several  niinesses  who  had  keeu  ex’ 
amined  by  the  committee,  might  be  examined 
at  the  bar,  since  possibly  (hey  might  nut  cone 
up,  in  every  particular  whereof  tliey  hud  in- 
formed  the  coininiuee,  or  might  so  lar  expluia 
' llicir  meaning,  as  Co  give  a very  dilTerent  turn 
froo)  whut  the  words  of  their  examination 
m^bi  possibly  import.  We  very  well  foresaw 
gaining  a night  was  ciiiefly  in  view,  and  it  had, 
in  my  opinion,  its  elfvct,  ior  when  they  came  to 
be  examined,  upon  cross  questions,  even  one 
of  them  sueiigtboiied  the  report;  among  the 
rest  ordered  to  attend,  sir  John  Blunt  was  one, 
but  liis  lordship's  advocates  did  not  think  £t  to 
call  him  ia.  The  abstract  of  the  report  which 
you  have,  will  evince  the  strength  of  the  ease, 
which  I own  I tiiink  fuller  proved,  aud  so  1 
stiid,  than  any  of  tlie  three  cfscs  which  bad 
been  under  consideration, 

“ The  defence  made,  was  entirely  dilTin^C 
from  what  1 expected,  there  being,  as  1 appre* 
bended,  no  room  left  fur  denying  the  fact, 
wherefurc  I coucludeil  the  sufficiency  of  the  se- 
curity, his  loriiship’s  note,  swum  to  have  beea 
shewed  sir  J.  Blunt,  by  Knight,  would  have  been 
insisted  upon,  hut  that  point  was  given  up,  and 
Ids  lordship’s  deuiol  of  any  stock  taken,  or  note 
given,  was  the  subject  of  three  hours  dubni^ 
after  all  the  papers  read,  and  wiinesses  ex* 
amined;  by  way  of  negative  proof,  Mr.  Pel- 
haiD,  brother  to  (be  duke  of  Newcastle,  'and 
Mr.  Walpole,  infurmed  the  House,  cliiit  liii 
lordship  had  empowerert  them  to  declare,  that 
no  stock  had  ever  been  inkcu  in  for  him  hy 
Knight,  or  note  given,  so  that  the  question  in 
truth,  was  neither  mure  or  less  than  whether  we 
shuuld  give  credit  to  ibnc  aasertiuii,  or  sir  JuiiD 
Bloni’s  oatli.  A gmid  deal  uf  pains  was  lakeo 
to  fulsily  the  nntli,  by  asking  the  witnesses  at 
the  bar,  whether  Knight  had  told  them  of  chii 
stock  being  token  in  presence  and  hearing  of 
sir  John  QloiiC,  as  he  hiid  sworn,  they  owned 
KiiigUi’s  telling  them  of  the  stock  so  takeo  in 
for  lord  Sundcriaiid.  One  of  tliem  said  lie  wu 
alone  with  Kuight  when  lie  cold  him  of  it ; two 
ulhers  owned  sir  .fohn's  being  in  the  roomw^a 
lie  told  it  them,  but  did  not  believe  him  ivilUn 
hearing  of  what  Knight  said.  Such  trifling 
stuff  never  surely  was  insisted  upon  iu  any 
ocher  cose,  and  would  in  any  otlier  have  been 
the  strongest  proof  of  the  fact.  It  was  foreieea 
coo  well,  chat  such  a defence  wos  not  to  he  re- 
lied upon,  and  (lierefure  ilie  sheet  anchor  >vas 
lord  Oxford's  play.  If  you  come  into  this  vote 
against  lord  Sunderland,  tlie  ministry  are  bloi^ 
up,  and  must,  aod  necessarily  will  he  succeeds 
by  a tory  one.  I really  tliiiik  I never  lieard 
any  thing  better  debated  on  the  one  part,  or 
more  weaUy  on  the  other ; but  sir  J.  Widier’s 
artumenl  nf  nnmnsyllahle,  was  the  best  refu**- 
A\-B9i173«,  NuWviW;^i,.l.iavi;.  sunk  notUmgp 
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Mr.  Hutcheson  mutts  for  an  Address  to  the 
Kinc:  to  kaom  u>/iiil  Jiifm-mathns  hit  Majesty 
had  reecited  rilaling  to  Mr.  J\iatcli 

J7.  Tlic  order  of  iTie  day  being  read,  for  llie 
linuiO  to  lake  into  fartlier  coiisideraliun  the 
Iteport  from  ilie  Commiitee  of  Secrecy,  Mr. 
Hutcheson  represented,  “ Ttiat  it  was  impns- 
sibie  to  proceed  in  bo  iiiipertaiit  an  alTair,  with- 
out exposing  the  justice  of  pariiaHient  to  be 
bahied,  as  it  liad  been  in  some  late  instances, 
so  long  as  they  wanted  so  material  a witness  as 
Mr.  Knight And  therefore  he  moved,  nnd, 
being  seconded,  it  was  resolved,  uem.  eon. 

<e  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
to  desire  that  be  would  be  pleased  to  impart  t» 
this  House,  the  Advices  his  majesty  has  receiv- 
ed, or  shall  receive,  from  abroad,  coiicerniug 
his  endeavours  Co  bring  over  Robert  KiiigliC, 
late  cashier  of  the  Soutli-Sea  Company,  to  an- 
swer to  the  justice  of  the  kingdom;”  which  Ad- 
dress was  ordered  to  be  presented  by  such 
membets  of  the  House  as  were  of  the  Privy- 
Council.* 

March  30.  Mr.  Methuen  setjuainted  the 
House,  that  their  Address,  relating  to  Mr. 
Kuight,  having  been  presented  to  the  king,  bis 
mqesty  had  commnuded  him  to  lay  before  the 
House,  several  Letters  and  Papers,  containing 
advices  from  Flanders  concerning  him,  and  at 
the  same  time,  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  his 
majesty  had  not  received  anyadvice  from  thence 
relating  to  Mr.  Knight ; that  as  soon  as  any 
should  cume  to  his  majesty,  tliey  should  be 
laid  before  the  House ; hereupon  several  Let- 
ters from  Mr.  Leathes,  his  majesty’s  resident 
at  Brussels,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  were 
read,  importing  in  substance.  " That  pursuant 
to  bis  orders,  he  had  made  the  most  pressing  in- 
stances with  the  marquea  de  Prie,  for  the  de- 
livering up  of  Mr.  Knight : but  had  lieten  an- 
swered, that  the  said  marquess  had  not  received 
aay  instructions  from  Vienna  about  thatmacter; 

but  (ell  truly  and  in  short  the  wiiole  case.  I 
take  it  for  granted  we  are  over  (he  material 
parts  of-botli  reports,  if  what  I heard  this  day 
in  Che  House  prove  true.  One  who  cqme  out 
of  the  city,  told  me,  he  believed  Mr.  Craggs 
tiyiiR,  if  not  actually  dead,  and  gave  some  cir- 
cumstances ID  enufirmaciou  of  a whisper  of  his 
havLig  taken  a dose,  if  so,  it  resembles  in  great 
measure  lord  F.ssex's  case.”  Coxe’s  Walpole. 
Correspondence : Mr.  Brodrick  to  lord  Mid- 
dleton. 

• ” It  was  generally  expected,  That  this 
day  the  Commons  would  have  proceeded  to 
that  part  of  the  Report,  from  the  Committee  of  1 
Secrecy,  which  related  to  James  Crnggs,  sen.  \ 
osq.  hut  whether  the  terror  of  his  approaching  ' 
trial,  or  the  loss  of  a beloved  son,  for  whom  he 
had  been  amassing  vast  heaps  of  riches,  cast  a 
damp  upon  his  spirits,  he  died  the  day  before, 
in  a lethargic  fit ; leaving  behind  him  an  estate, 
valued  at  one  million  and  a half,  to  be  divided 
among  his  three  daughters ; who  are  married  to 
•bree  inombers  of  p8rliameiit,viz.  Mr.  Trefusis, 
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that,  in  the  mean  time,  be  was  apprehensive 
that  the  same  would  meet  with  great  diihcuU 
ties.  That  the  GrelHer,  or  Secretary,  of  tlm 
States  of  Brabant,  had  been  twice  with  ilia 
said  marquess,  to  represent  to  him,  that  no 
cordbg  to  one  of  the  articles  of  the  .loyful 
Flntry  of  Brabant,  ivhich  was  granted  them  by 
the  emperor  Charles  5,  and  has  been  stvurii  to 
by  all  bis  successors,  and  which  they  look  U|ioii 
as  their  Mogua  Chartn,  no  person  chatted  wiiii, 
or  apprehended  for  any  crime,  can  be  removed 
CO  be  tried  out  of  their  province ; and  that  the 
Deputies  oftlie  States  insisted  tiponthat  article, 
of  w hich  the  resident  had  enclosed  a copy  its 
rroiich,  which  was  also  read  in  the  House.” 

Must  of  the  members  appeared  surprized  at 
the  unexpected  diOiculiies  about  the  delivering 
up  of  Mr.  Knight,  which  w.-is  started  in  the 
name  of  the  Slates  of  Urubaat;  and  lord  .Mo- 
leswurcli  said  tlicrcupon  : That  it  was  to  ha 
hoped,  they  should  have  a mure  satisfactory 
answer  from  Vieuna,  than  they  liad  from  Brus- 
sels ; liuc  if  they  bad  nut,  it  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  proper  to  call  for  the  Treaties  lately 
entered  into  with  the  House  of  Austria,  to 
know  upon  what  motives  we  have  been  nc  so 
great  an  expence  of  blood  and  treasure,  and 
have  sent  our  men  of  war  to  rot  and  be  woim- 
eiiten  in  tlie  Mediterranean,  to  conquer  king- 
doms fur  the  emperor?  Addiug, That  if  iliaC 
pretended  Privilege  of  the  States  of  Brabant, 
should  be  insisted  upon,  they  might  remove  that 
obstacle,  by  addressing  his  m.ijesty  to  grant  hia 
pardon  to  Mr.  Knight,  in  order  to  have  hnn 
brought  over:  bat  that  it  wns  proper  not  to 
make  any  farther  step  in  that  aflair,  till  cliey 
were  acquainted  with  the  success  of  culoa^ 
Churchill’s  Negotintion  at  Vienna. 

March  33.  Mr.  Metliueu  acquainted  the 
House, Iliac  liisniujescy  having,  the  day  before, 
received  a Letter  from  colonel  Chorcbill,  di- 
rected to  the  lord  viscount  Towiisliciid,  dated 
Vienna,  thedlh  of  Mtu’ch,  1730-21,  bnd  com- 
muuded  liiin,  pursuant  to  tlie  Address  of  ibo 
House,  to  lay  a copy  thereof  before  ibe  House, 
wliicli  he  presented  to  the  House  accordingly. 
The  Copy  of  that  Letter  was  thereupon  read, 
importingiii  substance.  That  he  w:is  just  ar- 
rived at  Vienna,  and  would  not  lose  one  mo- 
ment, in  making  the  most  jicessing  instances  to 
the  imperial  court,  lot  the  deli'  ering  up  Mr. 
Kiiigiit ; and  that  he  did  not  duubt  success,  un- 
less the  Privileges  of  the  Stales  ufBr.abant  in- 
terfered : sevcrul  smart  reflections  were  made 
by  h-rd  Mulessvorib,  upon  the  frivulous  pre- 
tence time  was  made  use  of,  to  bafllle  ins  ma- 
jesty’s endeavours  to  bring  over  Mr.  Kuight: 
but  the  House  did  not  think  fit  to  conic  toniiy 
resoluthm  thereupon.  The  snuieeveiiing  colo- 
nel Churchill  arrived  from  Vienna,  which  oc- 
casioned an  universal  surprize. 

March  24.  Colonel  Cliufcbill  being  come 
into  tfae  House,  it  was  expecledlhat  an  account 
of  his  Negotiations  would,  this  day,  have  been 
laid  before  (he  Commons  : but  they  were  only 
i^iven'W  um(«rslsii^r'UpCBSrcotiin>ias  the  dis- 
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IMCctiei  lie  brouslit  from  Vienna'ccmld  be  trans- 
lated, they  should  be  laid  before  (he  House, 
who  cbereupoQ  ndjourned  till  the  27ih. 

ParlAcr  Debate  on  Afr.  Knight's  not  being 
delivered  March  27.  Mr.  Methuen  ac- 

quainted tlie  House,  that  bis  Majesty  had  com- 
mandtd  him  to  lay  before  them  copies  of  se- 
veral Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  Mr,  Kniglit, 
which  he  presented  to  the  House  accordiagly, 
with  a Schedule  of  them.  The  copies  of  the 
said  Letters  were  read,  anil  among  them  u 
Letter  from  the  Emperor  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  expressing  his  imperial  majesty’s  incli- 
nation and  readiness  to  comply  with  his  Britan- 
nic majesty's  desires,  ns  to  the  delivering  up 
Mr.  Kniiiht  ; but  that  the  States  of  Brabant 
having  luid  claiming  particular  Privileges,  whicli 
bis  imperial  majesty  was  engaged  to  maintain, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  make  application  to  the 
said  States ; and  his  imperial  majesty,  on  his 
parr,  would  not  fail  to  support  such  instances  as 
•boulii  be  made.  To  winch  effect  prince  Eu- 
gene wrote  u Letter  to  the  Marquis  de  Prie, 
whici)  was  also  rearl.  Several  smart  refiections 
were  made,  by  lord  Molesworlb,  on  the  former 
of  chose  two  Letters ; but  this  affair  being 
equaHy  nice  and  important,  it  was  resolved  to 
take  into  considemtion  the  several  Letters  and 
Papers  relating  to  Mr.  Knight,  which  his  ma- 
jesty hadcommuaiented  to  tbeHousc,  inagrand 
committee  on  the  79ch. 

March 29.  The Coomions, inagrand  cotn- 
suittee  took  into  consideraiinn  the  said  Letters 
and  Papers.  After  the  reading  of  some  of  those 

Mr.  //iifcAejon  opened  ihedebate, represent- 
ing, How  much,  ou  the  one  hand,  the  public 
was  concerned,  in  having  the  authors  of  the 
present  distress  fully  discovered  and  brought  to 
condign-  punishment ; and  howimpmcticable  it 
-was,  011  ibe  other  bund,  to  proceed  in  this  im- 
portant inquiry,  so  long  as  the  principal  agent 
of  the  late  Soutii-Sea  Directors,  and  their  ac- 
complices, was  kept  out  of  the  way  ; ihot  in 
the  mean  time,  the  public  calamity  encreasing 
every  day,  the  nadon called  alnud  forjusiice: 
and  therefore,  if  the  means  already  used  for 
bringing  over  Mr.  Kniulit,  proved  abortive,  it 
were  advisable  to  hnve  recourse  to  more 
speedy  and  effectual  methods. 

Sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  and  the  lord  Moleswortli, 
strongly  supported  Mr.  Hutcheson,  and  in  par- 
ticular shewed,  Thnc  It  was  incumbent  on  some 
persons  in  the  administration  to  hnve  Mr, 
Knight  hroliglit  over,  in  order  fully  to  clear 
their  own  innocence  ; oilierwise,  though  ac- 
quitted, they  would  still  be  lonked  upon  ns  cri- 
minal. Urging,  That  it  was  matter  of  wonder 
tfaut  so  frivolous  n pretence,  ns  ilie  pririlcges 
oftbe  stotes  of  Brabant,  should  be  made  use  of 
to  put  Q stop  to  so  itupnrtant  an  inquhy,  espe- 
cially cunsidering  how  little  those  privileges  had 
been  rv“nrdcd  in  more  'nuiterial  points  j and 
what  nldigatious  the  House  ofAusiria  lay  under 
to  the  British  nation. 


nZl.—PelUujrufor  Juttke  on  the 
obliging  Mr.  Knight  to  be  an  evidence,  wh^ 
ther  he  would  or  no  : but  oo  great  stressnai 
laid  upon  it.  On  the  other  hand, 

Mr.  LerAmere  represented,  That  inallpn,. 
bability  the  court  of  Vienna  bad  not,  at  first, 
fully  cuDsideted  theimpnrtanceof  the  instances 
tliat  were  mude  to  them  in  his  majesty's  Dome 
and  at  the  desire  of  the  Communs  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain : but  that  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  wbea 
so  wise  a prince  as  the  present  emperor 
should  be  apprized,  that  the  welfare  and  safe^ 
of  England,  to  whom  his  imperial  majesty  has 
so  great  oMigations,  depended,  in  some  measure, 
on  ilie  delivering  up  of  Mr.  Knight,  be  would 
readily  coiupiy  with  tbeir  desires. 

Another  Address  to  the  King  thereon.'^  Here- 
upon, Mr.  Lechmere  moved,  “ Tliut  an  hum- 
ble Address  he  presented  to  his  majesty,  return- 
iiig  the  Thanks  of  ibis  Ilonse  for  the  instances 
he  has  been  pleased  to  make,  by  n Letter  under 
bis  royal  Itood  to  his  imperial  majesty,  for  ob- 
taining the  deliveriug  up  of  Mr.  Knight,  pur- 
suant to  the  Address  of  this  House  ; and  for 
communicating  tu  iliis  House,  the  steps  which 
have  been  taken  relating  thereto : and  to  re- 
; present  to  his  majesty,  the  dissatisfaction  iThich 
his  Cumino'ns  have  at  the  obstacles  which  they 
find  have  been  raised,  under  the  pietcnce  of 
tlie  Privities  of  the  States  of  Brabant,  against 
a compliance  with  his  gracious  endeavoun, 
and  niso  to  represent,  that  this  House  is  every 
day  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  liigli  irn- 
purtance  it  is  to  the  justice  Hue  to  his  majesty’s 
people,  that  effectual  meosures  be  speedily 
taken  for  brioging  over  Mr.  Kuight : and  earn- 
estly tu  beseet^  his  majesty,  to  employ  his  most 
pressing  endeavours,  in  such  iiiamier,  as  in  his 
great  wisdom  shall  be  thought  projier,  for  at- 
taining ibe  just  dcsiic  of  bis  Commons." 

Nobody  uffered  to  oppose  this  luotiou, 
which,  after  Mr.  Speaker  had  resumed  the 
chair,  Mr.  Broderick  reported  to  tlie  House; 
and  the  same  being  agreed  to,  nen.  rorr.  it  was 
resolved,  Thiit  tlie  said  Resolution  he  laid  be- 
fore bis  majesty  by  the  whole  House. 

7%e  King’s Ansaer.^  MarcliSO.  TlieCon^ 
m»ns,  to  the  number  of  above  SCO,  with  ibtir 
Speaker,  went  to  St.  James’s,  and  presented 
tlie  smd  Resolution  to  the  king;  to  which  bis 
majesty  returned  the  iiillowiug  Answer; 

“Gentlemen; 

“ I nm  very  well  pleased,  that  the  iastaacM 
wliicli  I have  nuide  for  obtaining  tbe  delivenns 
up  of  Mr.  Knight,  have  given  you  salisfuclioa; 
I shall  continue  to  employ  my  utmost  endea- 
vours for  obtaining  what  you  desire,  and  hope 
they  will  prove  effectual." 

Several  RruABKAaLs  Pr.i  itioks  roa  J«' 

siniES.]  About  this  time  many  (’ctitains  were 
presenttd  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  Jiibtire  ou  the  Authors  of  tlie  present  C*- 
iamities:  of  which,  tbe  following  ate  the  nu** 
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I To  tlia  lion,  ttie  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  assenibleil:  The  liumble  Peti- 
tion of  tlio  Lord. Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
I Commons  of  che  City  of  lAudon,  in  Com- 

j jDon  Council  assembled. 

“ Shewetb,  That  your  petiiioners  think  it 
their  duly  most  humbly  to  represent  to  this 
' honourable  House  the  present  state  of  the  City 
I ofLoodon,  so  considerable  a part  of  the  king- 
deni,  cow  filled  wilh  numberless  objects  of  grief 
! and  coiopussiau,  the  sad  effects  of  the  misenn- 
I sageineiit, avarice, and  rntalcontrivancesofthe 
I late  directors  pf  the  Sonth-See  Company,  their 
aiders,  abettors  and  cimtedernies,  lu  the  dea- 

Itrucliun  of  their  country. 

“Nor is  it  the  case  of  this  great  city  alone 
your  petitioners  lament,  but  tbe  general  decay 
of  trade,  manufactures,  and  of  public  credit, 

I whereof  this  honourable  IIi>use*have  been  al- 
ways so  extremely  tender;  as  also  of  the  ho- 
' cour  of  the  British  name  and  nation. 

I “ Your  petitioners  beg  leave  m return  their 
I .BiDSt  bumble  thanks  to  this  honourable  House, 

I for  the  great  pains  they  have  taken  lu  relii  re 
I tJie  unhappy  sufferers,  by  cumpelling  the  of- 

I fenders  to  make  restitution;  as  likewise  for 
their  cuiitiniied  application  to  lay  ripen  this 
whole  scene  of  guilt,  nntwitbstanding  che  indus- 
trious artifices  of  such  sharers  iii  the  coiumun 
plunder,  as  have  endeavoured  to  obstruct  the 
detect^oD  of  fraud  and  corruption.  And  your 
I petitioners  doubt  nni,  but  the  same  fortitude. 

impaniBliiy  and  public  spirit,  wlierewitli  this 
I honourable  House  hare  hitherto  neted,  will  still 
I anitnACe  them  in  tlie  pursuit  uf  ibuse  truly  great 
I and  noble  ends. 

“ V\’e  are  ton  sensible  of  the  load  of  the  pub- 
lic debts,  not  to  wish  that  all  proper  ineliiuds 
I may  be  taken  to  lessen  them : And  it  is  un  iii- 
I Cniie  concern  to  us,  that  the  payment  of  a great 
I sum  towards  them  (which  was-  expected  from 
the  late  scheme)  is  now  rendered  extremely 
ditiiculi,  if  nut  impracticable;  and  yet  is  n 
cloud  bunging  over  the  lieadu  of  the  present 
unfortunate  proprietors  of  the  Smith-Sen  Com- 
pany, and  a great  damp  to  pnblic  credit.  We 
will  nut  ptESunie  to  mention  in  wbat  manner 
relief  may  be  given  in  this  arduous  affuir,  but 
lUflsC  humbly  submit  it  to  che  cousideratioo  of 
this  liiinourable  House. 

“ Your  petit  loners  therefore  most  humbly  prny  . 
this  lioiiourabie  House  will  be  pleased  to  take 
such  farther  measures  as  they,  in  their  great 
wisdom,  shair  judge  proper,  that  trade  mny 
fiourisli,  public  credit  be  restored,  and  justice 
duue  to  an  -injured  people.  -Arid  your  peti- 
tioners shall  pray,  &c.'' 

TlieliumWe  Peiilinn  of  the  justices  of  peace, 
grand  jury,  gentlemen  and  freeholders, 
assembled  nr  tlie  quarter-sessions  of  the 
peace,  Itohlen  the  17lh  of  April  J721,  for 
the  county  of  Hertford! 

' 1 hat  yqor  petitioners  being  truly 

•ensihle  of.  their  happiness,  under  the  best  of 
«B5Ututi6M,-bflg-|eav<t<^Bg  cite  'of  Hhfi*- 


felluK-subjects)  to  lay  before  this  hononrable 
House  the  great  miseries  ihay  labour  under  by 
the  decay  of  trade,  manufactures,  and  public 
credit. 

" Wo  are  amazed  to  think  to  what  an  extra- 
vagant height  the  late  directors  of  the  South 
Sen  Company,  tlicir  aider*  and  confederates, 
had  fatally  wiought  up  the  credit  of  their  stock 
by  their  wicked  arts  and  delusions,  to  the  in- 
jury Ilf  the  public,  as  if  purposely  designed  to 
destroy  their  country,  and,  uuder  a pretended 
zeal  to  his  majesty  and  hil  family,  to  Jay  such  » 
I foundation  of  prejudice,  by  the  poverty  of  the 
people,  as  should  even  stagger  those  whose  loy- 
. alty  has  been  ever  most  conspicuous. 

I “ Your  petitioners  having  a just  sense  of  the 
enroesc  endeavours  of  this  huuourable  House 
to  relieve  the  unhappy  sufferers  thereby,  are 
persuaded  chut  the  subtle  contrivance  of  those 
who  sn  jiisily  dread  the  discovery  of  tbesr 
guilt,  will  at  length  be  riereaterj  by  the  courage 
»nd  revdutimi  ol  this  honourable  House;  and 
that  the  secret  springs  of  sucli  who  concurred 
with  the  directorsiii  those  designs,  will  be  made 
appear,  and  laid  before  the  whole  world,  lo 
their  utter  culifusir.n. 

‘‘  Your  petitioners  are  persuaded,  from  the 
firimiess  and  vigoor  of  this  honourable  House, 
tluic  no  difficulties  will  obstruct  tbe  glorious 
steps  they  are  pursuing,  to  bring  to  punish- 
ment (he  authors  of  all  this  misery,  let  the  of- 
fenrlers  lie  ever  sn  disciiigubbed,  by  the  great- 
ness of  (heir  stations;  and  ns  their  crimes  are 
of  the  blackest  dye.  (even  a deienniiied  reso- 
lution to  destroy  this  once  most  nourishing  king- 
dutii)  so  we  hope,  from  the  justice  of  this  hu- 
nourable  House,  such  examples  will  be  made, 
as  shall  free  us  from  the  terror  of  such  appre- 
hensions for  tbe  future, 

“ We  are  too  truly  affected  wilh  the  great 
debt  the  nation  labours  under,  not  hesrtlly  to 
wish  all  proper  methods  were  found  out  to  les- 
■seo  tbe  same:  But  ns  the  lute  scheme  of  tbe 
Sooth  Sea  Compauy  (upon  wbicb  our  hopes 
were  built  for  an  immediate  relief  of  a consi- 
derable sum)  has  proved  abortive,  by  the  ava- 
rice of  tbe  late  mauagers  thereof,  so  wa  fear 
the  consequence  of  insisting  upon  that  contract 
with  the  South  Sea  Company,  towards  the  di»- 
chaiging  of  che  public  debts,  would  be  tbe  loss 
of  the  little  credit  that  remains. 

“ Your  Petitioners,  in  full  confidence  of  the 
wisdom  otTliis  honourable  House,  most  humbly 
, pray,  chat  ni>  artilires  whatsoever  mny  be  able 
to  divert  you  from  those  just  mensures  which  you 
are  inking  to  restore  PublicCredir,  make  trade 
flourish,  and  dojustice  to  a most  injured  nation. 
And  your  Petiiioners  shall  ever  pray,  &c.“ 

Tile  _humhle  Petition  of  the  justices  of  peace, 
grandyury,  clergy,  genllemeii,  and  free-bold- 
er* of  the  county  of  Kent,  at  the  general 
quarter-sessions  of  ihe  Poace,  liolden  at 
Maidstone,  in,  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Kent;  the  18th  day  of  April,  17S1. 

" Sheweih ; — That  the  county  of  Kent.  Inte- 
-iyidiveef  xlii!<iidUsS  aud-jaest  Bobnubingin  che 
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kingdom,  ii  at  present,  by  tbc  execralile  fraud 
«f  ibe  late  wicked  $ouili*seaDirec<ors,  and  ilieir 
more  wicked  accomplices,  reduced  to  a must 
unhappy  condition,  nliicb  your  Petitioners  beg 
leave  to  represent  to  this  honourable  House, 
which  hath  nl  ways  been  ready  to  hear  the  voice 
of  an  injured  people,  and  fully  avenge  (beiu  of 
their  enemies. 

“ It  is  with  the  utmost  indignation,  tliat  we 
sec  this  honourable  House  struggling  wiib  un- 
expected opposiiinn  •,  and  labouriog  under  un- 
accountable difficulties;  und  me  can  never  sul^ 
licienily  express  our  resentment,  mben  we  be- 
hold the  kbg  of  Great  Eritaiu,  in  vain  demand- 
ing the  person  ofainnn,  inconsiderable  for  eve- 
ry thing,  except  his  crimes  ; who,  as  he  was  no 
doubt  prevailed  on  to  his  country,  to  obstruct 
justice  upm>  greater  oQciiders,  is  still  denied  oo 
pretences  too  weak  to  give  satisfaction  to  so 
wise  a prince,  niid  so  discerning  a people. 

"We  should  be  very  much  wanting  in  gratitude 
to  tills  honourable  House,  if  wc  had  not  llie 
deepest  sense  of  the  endeavours  they  bare  nsed 
to  relieve  us  underour  present  distress  : happy ! 
if  those  endeavours  bad  not  been,  iusome  mea- 
sure, obstmcied  by  the  contrivance  of  those 
miscreants,  who,  as  they  have  art  enough  to 
cover  tlieir  Lnic|iiicy,  flatter  themselves,  that  lliey 
have  power  sufficient  to  be  screened  from  jus- 
tice. But  we  doubt  nut,  this  honnurableHouse, 
the  constant  guardian  of  our  rights,  will  think  it 
oecoming  their  great  wisdom  to  shew  those  con- 
spirators Cheirmistiske,whi> vainly  imagine,  tlint 
by  thus  pluuderiiig  their  fellow-subjects,  they 
have  so  far  weakened  them,  as  to  render  their 
very  resentments  impotent  and  ineffeciuul, 

" The  city  of  London  have  so  fully  expressed 
our  sense  oribe  load  of  Public  Debts,  and  of 
the  rminner  of  heiog  eased  therefrcim,  that  to 
say  mare,  would  be  a vaiu  :ind  oseleas  repeti- 
tion. And  iherefure,  for  nor  speedy  und  ef- 
fectuai  relief  (entirely  depending  on  your  wise 
and  just  deliberations,)  Your  bumble  Peti- 
tiouers  shall  ever  pray.’’ 

Tiie  humble  Petition  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and 

burgesses  uf  the  borough  of  Leicester, 

Sheweth ; — That  though  by  indulgent  pro- 
virience,  your  Petitioners  are  clear  ofSuoth-Sen 
pri  jecl<,  and  neither  tainted  with  the  guilt  of ' 
contriviiiE,  nor  hurt  by  giving  credit  to  the  laic 
cursed  impostures;  yet  we  are  sharers  in  the 
national  calumity,  wliich  involves  all,  the  wick- 
ed authors  only  excepted;  whose  successful 
crimes  liave  raised  them  above  the  reach  of  or- 
dinary justice,  and  left  thrm  nothing  to  fear  or 
ns  to  hope,  but  from  ibe  legislative  power. 
With  utmost  resignation  therefore  to  tlie  jus- 
tice and  wisdom  of  thishnnnurable  House,  our 
tsosc  (lepiurablu  state  and  condition  is  repre- 

" No  sooner  had  tlie  Snuih-Sea  Directors, and 
the  vile  emissaries  they  detached  over  the  king- 
dom, to  propagate  lies  and  fo^eries,  so  impos- 
ed upon  the  honest  credulous  people,  as  to  dratv 
all  cbeir  ceat^,.mppey  (bficic- ; 


1721. — Ptliiionsfor  Juslkc  on  the  ^7^ 
faniOBshnnds.hutwe  saw  trade insumlyscr,,^ 
dead,  aarmBnufacturcsdisri-gurdediCKircein^ 
wool  (once  the  staple  and  glory  of  our  industrU 
out  corporation)  lie  neglected  in  our  work- 
houses,  our  poor  increasing  forwaniofuinpio.’ 
ment ; many  who  cheerfully  paid  lnxesiow«j|, 
supporting  our  happy  government,  reduced  by 
want  of  ir.ade  to  a miserable  exemption  froQ 

" And,  as  if  these  did  not  amount  to  a sag. 
cient  measure  of  evils,  we  are  alarmed  whiijet 
more  to  come,  and  ibreateneil  that  the  sole  re- 
lief to  an  nlrnost  despairing  people,  the  single 
recorapence  for  all  ilteir  suflerings,  shall  be  at- 
tempted to  be  wrested  from  them,  vix.  the 
seven  millions  due  bv  contract  frola  tlie  Snuth- 
sea  company  towards  payment  of  the  Public 
Debts,  and  relaxing  part  of  those  taxes  wliick 
the  people  have  long  borne,  and  now  weakened 
and  impoverLhed  by  South-Sea  scbetucs,  are 
unable  to  sustaio,  shall  be  sacrificed  tu  that 
Company,  to  raise  high  again  their  fatal  credit, 
revive  stock-jobbing, and  pour  outthe  last  drops 
of  the  nation's  blood  to  be  licked  up  by  im 
cannibals  of  Change  Alley. 

" Such  a project  (were  it  possible  It  could 
succeed)  for  confirming  perpetual  debts,  mort- 
gages and  taxes,  upon  a people  deploring  ah 
ready  their  hard  fate  under  undeserved  miseries, 
wouhl  give(we  humbly  appreliend)  an  incurabk 
wound  to  trade  and  national  credit,  heigiiteo 
their  griefs  into  despair,  shock  ilieic  steady  af- 
fections to  tliis  godo  government,  and  animate 
its  enemies  to  farther  attempts. 

" But  under  the  protcctiou  of  so  just  and 
' wise  a parliament,  the  scourge  of  wicked  avarice, 
we  have  n.oihing  to  tear  from  such  wild  and 
destructive  schemes,  and  nothiug  tu  petitinii  lor, 
but  that  this  iionuurable  House  will  proceed 
with  the  spirit  and  justice  they  have  begun,  to 
disappoint  every  miscliievous  enterpriie  and 
avaricious  design,  and  bring  to  condigu  punish- 
ineiit  all  who  sliculd  be  fuund  conspiring  to  eo- 
ricii  themselves  by  tlie  undoing  of  their  conu- 
try. 

“ So  shall  public  faith  arid  credit  be  re-esla* 
blished  on  their  foundations,  justice,  and  strict 
observance  of  contracts ; honest  trade,  released 
from  lieavy  impositions,  which  have  so  long  de- 
pressed it,  raise  its  head,  and  contend  with  suc- 
cess against  its  knavish  rival  stock-jobbing; 
poverty,  and  with  it,  discontent  vanish ; our 
gracious  sovereign  king  Genige  reign 
ODce  more  prospewus  and  happy  people,  isable 
as  willing,  by  large  supplies,  to  promote  lioib  bis 
majesty's  efory  and  safety.  And  your  P*h- 
tioner*  shall  prayj&c.” 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  mayor  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  of  N ottiogbam  in  coianio* 

council  assembled.  ’ 

" Sheweth;— That  your  Petitioners  think 
themselves  obliged  to  lay  before  this 
ble  House,  the  deep  sense  they  have 
present  calamities  brought  upoa  the  nau^ 
4kw«Hsii.idhe  iouaiitess  amkaaa 
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of  the  late  South-Sea  Directors,  iheir  cnnfede- 
ritcs,  nnd  assistants,  who  bj  a continued  series 
ofuDparal!e!edo<mirivBtvces,Biid(j»«iccs,bnve 
inralved  their  ualire  country  in  ruin  and  dcs- 

^ “ Tlitit  this  nncieot  corporation,  lonj;  iomous 
for  the  maDurnctureofl''n{;llsh  wool,  wbecewiih 
not  only  odr  own,  hut  fureisu  markets  were 
guppliej,  dn  now  feel  the  fatal  effects  of  their 
mntnanngeineoc,  iiitiielossea  they  havesustnined 
in  the  decay  of  their  trade  aud  Public  Credit. 

“ Thatyour  Petitioners  do,  with  all  inn^ioa- 
blc  gratitude,  humbly  acknowledge  the  aident 
seal,  tills  honourable  Housp  have  manifested, 
by  an  impaniel  inquiry  into  this  mystery  of 
iniquity,  nnd  incessant  endeavours  for  the  re- 
lief of  oppressed  sufferers,  notwithstanding  ail 
the  artifices  nnule  use  of  to  obstruct  their  pro- 
cedure, for  the  obtaining  those  just  and  oohle 
ends  designed  tliereby. 

" That  divine  Providence  hath  removed  some 
of  the  actors  in  this  black  tragedy,  and  sharers 
of  the  spoils  of  their  fellow  subjects,  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  power,  but  (heir  estates  are 
left  behind.  And  your  petitioners  do  with 
great  satisfaction  confide  ' in  die  justice  and 
wisdom  of  this  honourable  House  to  complete 
the  great  work,  they  have  with  so  much  honour, 
courage,  and  impartiality  begun  and  pursued, 
in  order  to  compel  notorious  crtminoli  to  make 
a restitution  for  the  relief  of  the  present  un- 
happy proprietors  uf*  the  South  Sea  Company, 
as  ample  and  extensive  as  Che  many  instances 
of  discovery,  nnd  the  qualities  of  the  persons 
concerned  will  permit. 

'■  Your  Petitioners  rlierefore  do,  with  the 
greatest  deference  and  submission,  pray  the 
considerntloii  of  tliis  honourable  lioose,  with 
respect  to  that  part  of  the  Soutli  Sea  scheme, 
vrbich  relates  to  the  poblic  debts  of  tiie  nation, 
and  other  the  preii'ises,  in  order  to  revive  our 
languishing  trade,  to  restore  public  credit,  to 
remove  the  discontents,  nnd,  as  far  as  is  practi- 
cable, silence  the  complaints  of  an  injured  iiu- 
tioo,  by  such  nays  and  methods,  ns  they,  in 
their  great 'wisdom,  shall  see  meet.  Aud  your 
Petiliouers  sliall  pray,  fec.'^ 

Besides  the  above  Petitions,  the  following 
were  also  presented  to  the  lluuse,  from  die  fol- 
lowing  places ; 

County  and  City  of  Gloucester. 

Setting  forili,  Time  the  mischievous  effects 
the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  particularly  the 
Cluthingmanufaciureof  that  country,  lie  under, 
>5  occasioned  by  the  treacherous  practices  of 
die  late  South  Sea  Direcenrs;  as  alto  the  min 
of  the  public  creditor  thenaiimi:  unit  pray- 
ing, That  they  may  lio  put  under  an  incapacity 
of'doiiig  sucli  luischiel'to  the  public  for  the  fu- 

City  of  Worcester. 

Setting  <br(h,  Thnt  the  miseries  of  (lieir  num- 
berlega  poor,  now  iiitirelv  destitute  of  work,  call 

»i«d  for  i^dieTj'  dwf 
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voke  them  to  petition  for  Justice  'against  the 
late  Souili  Sea  Directors,  their  aiders  .-md  abet- 
toia,  whu  arc  ihe  destroyers  of  their  Trade,  nnd 
gluudercrs  of  cheir  Country:  and  praying  ic- 

Borough  of  St.  Albans.  ' 

Setting  forth,  That  llicy  cannot  but  with  the 
greatest  concern  take  notice  of  the  many  ami 
great  calamities  brnughc  upon  the  whole  king- 
dom, by  the  ill  management,  treacherous  con- 
duct, and  sordid  practices,  of  die  late  South 
Sea  Directors;  who  by.lbcir  false  cunning,  have 
betrayed  an  unwary  people  into  poverty,  ruin, 
nnd  destruction,  contrary  Co  the  trust  in 
them  reposed:  and  praying,  Tliat  the  said  late 
South  Sea  Directors,  together  with  cheit  abei- 
tora  and  confederates,  may  be  brought  to  con- 
dign puuislunent. 

New  Sarum. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  late  South  Sea  Di- 
retors,  and  their  black  accomplices,  by  their 
iiisaiinble  covetousness  and  ambition,  support- 
ed by  the  base  ans  of  fraud  and  dissimulalioD, 
have  brought  the  trade,  and  public  credit,  of 
this  kingdom,  under  ihe  must  languishing  con- 
dition, as  they  have  also  done  to  the  petition- 
ers : and  praying  relief. 

City  ofRoehestcr. 

Setting  forth,  Thnt  the  petitioners  are  deeply 
affected  with  thecalamitics  these  kingdoms  now 
groan  under,  from  llie  general  decay  uf  com- 
merce, trade,  manufactures,  and  the  public  cre- 
dit, and  frnin  the  misery  nnd  ruin  which  vast 
numbers  of  his  majesty’s  faichful  and  innocent 
subjects  now  labour  under;  occasioned  cbieily 
by  the  wicked  and  detestable  contrivances,  aru-  < 
iices,  and  mismanagements,  of  the  late  Direo 
Cars  uf  Che  South  Sea  Compaiiv,  and  their  aiders 
and  abettors:  and  praying,  That  ihey.may  be 
brought  to  condign  pumstunenL 

Borough  of  •Sbaftsbory. 

Setjing  forth,  Thnt  ic  is  cite  destruction  of 
trade,  aud  the  ruin  of  so  many  thousands  of 
their  felluw  subjects,  make  iliem  become  Peti- 
tioners, chat  means  may  be  taken  efleciuBlIy  to 
detect  the  frauduleue  camrivauces  of  the  late 
South  Sen  Directors,  and  their  accomplices, 
and  to  punish  the  guilty;  nnd  (bar  the  credit  of 
the  nation  may  be  restored;  and  praying  to  be 
relieved  in  the  premises, 

County  of  Worcester. 

Setting  fortli.  Tint  tbo  many  and  great 
grievances  they  now  labour  under  is  occasioned 
through  thu  boundless  avarice,  and  unparalleled 
treachery, of  tbeltte  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 
Co.mpany,  and  tlieir  abettors;  by  wbosemean* 
Uic  public  credit  nf  the  nation  is  visibly  sunk, 
its  trade  remarkably  stagnated,  and  numberless 
families  reduced  to  extreme  poverty  and  want  c 
aiid  praying,  That  they  may  be  brought  c* 
pin’iJlitheui;,  ' - •'  '"i-  ' 
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Town  of  Maidstone. 

Setting  forlb,  That  the  Petitioners,  with  the 
deepest  concern,  represent  their  present  mise- 
rable condition,  from  the  great  deeny  of  tbeir 
trade,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  this  kingdom, 
by  the  languisliing  state  of  public  credit;  oc- 
casioned b.Y  the  infamous  practices  of  the  late 
South  Sea  Directors,  jointly  with  other  persons 
in  higher  stations,  to  plunder  the  nniion,  and 
enricli  theinsehes  by  the  ruin  of  tlieir  fellow 
subjects;  by  which  means  such  a stop  hath 
been  had  to  the  circulation  of  money,  that,  at 
this  time  especially,  when  the  duty  of  hops,  the 
great  commnditv  of  those  parts,  is  called  for, 
tJie  payment  of  it  will  be  attended  witli  so 
iimch  difficulty  and  hardship,  that  many  fami- 
lies thereby  will  be  rendered  destitute  of 
almost  a necessary  subsistence : And  praying 
relief,  ^ 

• City  of  Westminster. 

Setting  forth,  That  tlie  Petitioners  are  deeply 
affected  with  the  calamity  brought  upon  the 
iiihahitanls  of  (hat  city,  and  upon  the  nation 
in  general,  by  the  wicked  execution  of  die  late 
South  Sea  scheme;  and  the  great  oppression 
which  the  subscribing  proprietors  of  the  public, 
and  especially  of  the  redeemable  debts,  now 
lay  uoder ; to  the  ruin  of  very  great  numbers  of 
the  trading  inhabitants  of  that  city ; And  pray- 
ing. That  Justice  mn^  be  dune  to  an  injured 
nation,  and  reparation  made  to  the  unhappy 
' aufierers. 

City  of  York. 

Setting  forth  the  deplorable  state  of  the  na- 
tion, occasioned  by  the  vile  practices,  insati- 
able avarice,  and  pernicious  contrivances,  of 
the  late  Directors  of  the  South  Sen  Company, 
their  aiders,  abettors,  and  accomplices ; and  of 
the  general  decay  of  public  credit,  and  trade, 
throughout  thenation ; andacknonlcdging,witb 
the  utmost  gratitude,  the  great  care  and  pains 
this  House  bath  taken  towards  the  relief  of  the 
unfortunate,  and  to  discover  the  scheme  of 
wickedness,  notwithstanding  tho  arts  and  con- 
trivances ofsomeof  the  confederates  ep  conceal 
the  same:  and  prayio|.  That  the  House  will 
proceed  to  satisfy  the  justice  of  the  uarion ; 
and  to  take  such  methods  as  they  shall  judge 
proper  for  restoring  commerce,  and  public 

County  ofChester. 

Salting  forth,  Tliac  the  Petitioners  have 
daily  experience  of  the  calomitous  ami  mis- 
chievous effects  of  tlie  mismanagement,  avarice, 
and  boundless  ambition,  of  the  late  Directors 
of  the  Soutli  Sea  Cumpanv,  their  aiders,  abet- 
tors, and  confederates,  in  the  intended  de- 
struction of  tbeir  country : That  the  Petitioners 
ennnot  enumerate  the  various  misfortunes  which 
have  attended  tliis  wicked  project ; but  find 
they  have  just  cause  to  lament  the  small  export 
and  conni]t(9i|ticin>.of,  rg.i^ui3ctaTe!!,and. 
product  of  ciiis  kingdom,  the  great  decay  of 


trade,  oa  well  as  the  loss  of  public  credit;  That 
they  sobauc  whether  such  grievances  may  net 
be  tlie  overthrow  of  (heip  happy  coasiiiuclno 
if  not  timely  redressed;  ana  praying,  That 
such  measures  may  be  tdeen  as  may  tuike  trade 
flourish,  credit  he  restored,  and  justice  done  to 
an  injured  people. 

Borough  of  Shrewsbury. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  ore  deeply  afiected 
with  the  present  calamities  that  many  thou- 
sands of  liunilies  in  tliis  iiatioo  labour  under, 
from  the  impositions,  and  fraudulent  practices 
of  the  late  South  Sea  Directors,  their  aiders 
and  abetters,  by  the  corrupt  management  of 
the  stuck  of  the  Company,  for  their  own  pri- 
vate advantage,  to  the  great  decay  of  trade, 
the  sinking  of  public  credit,  and  the  utter  ruin 
ofmany  of  their  fellow  subjects;  and  returning 
their  tlianks  to  the  House  for  their  unwearied 
endeavours  to  deliver  the  unhappy  sufferers, 
lay  open  the  vile  mystery  of  iniquity,  and 
remedy  the  evils:  And  praying  the  continu- 
ance of  the  same,  for  the  discovering  and  pu- 
nishing the  authors  and  contrivers  of  these 
misfortunes,  suitable  to  the  nature  of  their 

County  of  Dorset. 

Setting  forth.  That  from  the  treacherous 
practices  of  the  late  Directors  and  Managers 
of  the  Soutli  Sea  Compaiy,  and  of  those  by 
ivliora  they  have  been  guided  and  iofluenetd, 
not  ouiy  the  credit  of  this  Sourishiug,  and  unce 
happy  nation,  is  almost,  if  not  irretrievably 
lost,  and  thereby  the  rents,  and  revenues,  trade, 
and  commerce,  of  the  kingdom,  become  pre- 
carious : b.ut  also  a great  number  of  inusceoC 
people  have  been  seduced,  and  led  away  by 
them,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  themselves,  and 
thuse  who  have  depended  upon  them:  and 
praying  relief. 

City  of  Bristol. 

Setting  fortli.  That  the  Petitioners  being  I 
truly  seusible  of  die  extraordinary  cere,  and  I 
diligent  endeavours,  that  have  been  used  to 
discover,  and  bring  to  condign  punishment, 

, those  voracious  Robbers  of  ilieir  Country,  and 
I Misman^ers  of  the  South  Sea  stock,  end  their 
I accomplices ; who,  to  aggrandize  tlieir  families, 

I have  unjustly  amassed  vast  sums  of  money, 

I destroyed  our  credit,  and  ruiqed  many  tliou- 
j sands  of  their  fellnw  subjecis;  and  pmying, 

I That  no  man’s  greatness,  ill-goileii  riches,  «r 
flight  from  justice,  may  screen  liim  trum  pub- 
lic punishment. 

, Borough  of  Oakliaiopton. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  great  decay  of  tc»di 
in  that  borough,  and  places  adjai:ent,  depend- 
ing altogether  on  the  woollen  inauufaciures, 
in  a great  measure,  owing  to  the  avarice  and 
corrupt  practices,  of  the  l.itr  Directors  of  me  . 
South  Sea  Company,  and  tlieir  conl'eriemi^ » I 
■wlWiliareheejiitbs'i^wfjiistrunKJnts  of  turning 
stock  in  trade  into  the  mischievous  practis* 
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•fttock-jnbLinj;;  and,  io  defiance  ot'  W and 
iiuiice,  iiavedeparuil  rrnm  all  rales  uf  Imnes- 
ij;  and  are  now  become  remarkable  oitly  for 
tlieir  bciiiK  vile;  nnd  praying,  Tlmi  (he  in- 
stancei  for  brincinif  over  (heir  lace  <-B^lne^,  Mr. 
Kiiiglic,  muy  be  enneinued ; and  ilmt  the 
great  oppressors  of  an  injured  people  mny  be 

punisbed. 

Boroogli  of  Moldon. 

Setting  forili,  That  tli#  many  calamities, 
wbicb  have  ensued  from  the  Irauduleuc  cnn> 
trivi^es  nnd  practices  of  those  vrlio  were 
lately  concerned  in  (be  manngement  nf  the 
nfluirs  nf  the  .Sluili  Sea  Cncnpaiij,  and  tlicir 
aocnmpliccs,  hn^o  affected  Lfae  pcticimiers  as 
well  os  die  rest  of  the  kiogdom : end  praying 
rehef. 

City  (if  Rxeter. 

Setting  fdrtli,  TiisI  the  petitioners  groan 
under  the  weigiii  of  so  bcevy  n calamiiy,  us 
the  late  evU  and  destmciive  mBiiageiiu.iit  nf 
the  South  Sea  scheme  hath  brought  up 
pouuu ; in  die  caccution  of  which,  u 
wicked  men,  tn  die  everlasting  icprnachof  the 
English  name,  have  imagined,  contrived,  und 
almost  coinpasted  tlie  death  of  the  commnii- 
wealth,  if  the  loss  of  inniiey,  trade,  and  credit, 
may  be  so  called : and  prayii))!,  That  the 
‘lenlaua  endeavours  taken  to  deliver  tlus  coun. 
try  out  of  so  grievous  a calamity  tuny  be  cou- 
liuucd. 

County  of  Backs. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  petltianers,  having 
seen  their  couoiry,  wliich,  nhnue  one  year  since, 
was  in  as  fluurisliiug  a cundition  ns  possible ; 
especially  in  respect  of  trade,  maunlhciures, 
and  the  public  credit ; reduced,  in  lltde  more 
than  iuilf  that  time,  to  the  iow«t  degree  of 
misery  and  distress,  occasioned  by  the  avarice, 
fraud,  and  corruptioo  of  the  South  Seu  Com- 
pany: and  praying  relief. 

Borough  of  Agmondcsliatn. 

Setting  fonh,  That  they  have  a just  sense  of 
(he  sad  circumstances,  wherein  all  saris  and 
degees  of  men  omangst  them  ore  involred; 
and  of  chose  pierdue  cries,  luid  luud  com. 
plaints  wliich  diffuse  thetaselves  far  and  wide : 
and  are  beard  with  grief,  in  every  comer  of 
Our  once  happy  island ; does  consiraiii  them  to 
implore  the  House  to  coniiDueits  utmost  cn- 
dearoim,  that  all  possible  reparation  m.-iy  Itn 
(Bndetotlie  poorsDnsters;  and|thac  tbeaoibors 
mid  instruments  of  tlieir  ruin  may  be  brought 
to  condigu  punishment:  and  praying  relief. 

Coun^  of  Middlesex. 

Setting  forth,  That  it  is  nith  the  greatest 
concern  that  tbe  petilionen  have  observed  the 
many  misfortunM  and  calamities  that  have, 
of  late,  betel  the  nation  iu  general,  and 
many  iubabitanis  in  that  county  in  particulsr, 
by  the  mismanageroent,  avarice,  nnd  corrup- 
“On,  of  the  late  directors  of  the  Sonib  Sea 
Company,  ih^r  i^ers,  abetitjrs^  ^fod  cc^nfede-. 


rates;  whereby  the  trade  and  credit  of  this 
kingdom  has  buen  in  tlie  greatest  Jegreu  silftci* 
cd : and  prayuig  idiut'. 

County  of  Somerset. 

Selling  Ibnb,  Tliat  the  peiitiuia‘rs,nppressri1 
with  tlia  universal  calamity  brought  upon  the  . 
uatiiin  ia  general,  by  the  misniunngrmrui, 
avarice,  and  fatal  contrivances,  of  ibe  late 
directors  of  die  South  Sea  company,  their 
auiliurs,  abettors,  and  confederates,  think 
Uicmadves  obliged  to  represent  the  present 
condition  of  tbu  once  flnuriiliing  county : such 
is  the  decay  of  their  trade,  that  their  woollen 
manufactures,  the  ridies  and  support  of  the 
kingdom,  but  of  that  county  in  particular,  lire, 
in  a uiaimef,  entirely  laid  down ; anil  many 
substan^  and  wealthy  families  ore  reduced  to 
ditfirulties,  for  want  of  ernployoictit  in  the 
doiiiiug  trade:  endjirayiug,  That  such  mm- 
iurea  may  be  taken,  ebu  trade  muy  tiaunsh, 
and  jusctco  doue  to  an  injured  nation. 

County  of  Someiaet. 

Setting  forth,  Tliat  it  was  a great  pleasure 
and  aalislaction  to  iJic  petitioners,  to  observe 
the  vigilant  enduavoors  and  noble  desigos,  (liuc 
were  lokeo  last  aesaiou  to  discharge  the  public 
debts;  and  thereby  to  support  the  credit  of 
the  nation ; and  to  restore  trade  to  its  former 
fiourishiug  conduinn,  on  which  muny  populous 
placrt  in  ilrtt  county  do  cliiefly  depend : bu  t they 
find  to  their  great  uief  and  surprie^  those  good 
designs  are  made  aoortive  by  tfic  villainous  and 
corrupt  practices  nf  those  (hat  were  entrusted 
tliercwiib,  and  their  secret  confederates;  who 
have  not  only  eodeuvoured  to  deprive  the 
public  of  whnt  had  bees  done  fur  it,  but  havg 
actually  ruined  many  tliousunds  of  private 
fumilios,  and  shook  the  very  credit  of  the 
nation,  to  answer  tlieir  araneioDS  nnd  nmbi- 
cious  designs ; and  praying,  That  restitution 
may  be  made  to  au  injured  state  and  dtduded 

Town  of  Beverley. 

■Setting  forth,  That  the  petitioners,  amongst 
(he  rest  of  a distressed  people,  beg  leave  to 
represent  tlieir  detesiuliun  aud  abhorrence  of 
the  vile  practices  and  scoiidainus  proceedings, 

Ilf  iJie  late  directors  of  the  South  Sea;  who 
have  abused  the  trust  reposed  in  iliem  fur  the 
common  good,  and  taken  the  idvaiuitge  of  the 
the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  multitades,  to 
the  ruin  of  them,  nnd  on  less  Co  ilie  decrimenc 
of  (he  whole  nation  ; since  n general  decay  of 
trade,  failure'of  innuufdctores.  nnd  lues  of 
credit  is  the  consequence : sud  praying  relief. 

Borougli  of  Boston. 

Setting  forth,  Hist  they  think  it  their  duty 
to  represent  ihe  unparalleled  iniseoes  aud 
laisfortunes  which  they,  aad  their  neighbours, 
tbe  growers  of  wool,  in  that  county,  and  tJie 
rest  of  thdr  uiilmppy  felJow-sid'jects,  labour 
under,  by  the  eeneral  decay  of  trade,  manu- 
&ptura^M^^pab|ick  cteditj  wbifh  tad  effects. 
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tbe;  liBveJun  reason  to  believe,  are  occasioned 
fav  tlie  insatiable  avnrice  and  ambitiuo  of  the 
late  direccurs,  and  other  officers  of  the  South 
Sm  Compaii;,  their  advisers,  aiders,  and  cou- 
federatei ; wlw  to  gain  immense  estates  and 
grandeur  to  themseit’es,  and  families,  have,  in 
such  prodigious  and  unexampled  manner, 
brolte  the  great  trust  and  cun&dence  reposed 
in  them,  as  to  bring  their  native  country  into 
inuuiiicnC danger  of  ruin  and  destruction;  and 
praying,  That  sueb  measures  may  be  taken, 
that  tr^e  may  flourish  and  public  credit  be 
restored,  as  weU  as  justice  dune  to  an  injured 

County  of  Warwick. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  petitioners  crave 
leave  to  represent  the  unparalleled  grierances 
of  a plundered  people:  who,  by  the  avarice 
and  rapine  of  a see  of  parricides,  are  reduced, 
irom  the  must  flourishing  condition,  and  that  in 
the  space  of  one  year  only,  to  as  deplorable 
a state  of  calamity  nod  distress  as  they  ever  yet 
suITeretl  by  any  civil  tumult,  or  foreign  war: 
it  is  to  the  late  treacherous  managers  of  the 
South  Sen  Company,  their  abettors  and  confix- 
derates,  that  they  owe  the  lo'S  of  public  credit, 
the  present  deadness  of  trade,  and  the  utter 
rum  of  many  families;  who,  frnni  great 
affiuenco  and  esteem,  are  sunk  at  once  iuto 
poverty  mid  reproach  ; such  a scene  of  misery 
inuit  very  sensibly  affect  every  true  lover  of 
bis  country,  to  cry  aloud  for  veogeance : and 
praying  relief. 

Liberty  of  St.  AlUaus. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  great  decay  of  trade 
and  credit,  and  the  unspeakable  desolation  of 
their  rountry  by  the  isce  South  Sea  Hireccors, 
their  agents  and  abettors,  will  notsuRVr  them 
to  he  vilvfft,  while  they  see  the  detestable 
authors  of  (heir  misery  remnin  onpunisbed,  and 
thousands  nf  honest  families  daily  overwhelmed 
ioruio:  and  praying  relief. 

County  of  York. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  petitioners  think 
Lciuselves  obliged  to  return  tliauks  to  the 
House,  for  cbeir  inquiry  into  the  evil  practices, 
and  perfldinus  manugenientof  the  late  Soutli 
Sea  diceeiors  and  tlieir  associates ; and  for  tbe 
tender  regard  they  have  shewed  to  tbeir  pre- 
sent misfurtunes  occasioned  thereby,  which  are 
no  less  than  tbe  dec.\v  ,of  trade,  tlie  loss  of 
public  credit,  tbe  ruin  of  innumerahle  families, 
and  the  dishonour  of  tbe  British  naiioa : and 
praying  relief. 

Borough  of  Leeds. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  petitioners  crave 
leave  tu  represent  to  die  House  tbe  deplorable 
condition  of  that  towD,  horn  tbe  misemble 
decay  of  trade,  mid  of  private  as  well  as  public 
credit;  the  fatal  effects  whereof  they  most 
sensibly  feel,  and  deeply  lament : that  the 
late  directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  and 
Uifir 
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contrivances,  insidious  schemes,  and  delusive 
overtures,  brought  upon  them  the  afflicting 
misfortunes  they  now  labour  under:  and  pray- 
ing relief. 

City  of  Canterbury. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners  are  very 
sensible  of  tbe  general  decay  of  trade,  and 
other  public  calamities,  of  this  nation  ; which 
ore  tne  sad  couseqiiences  and  effects  of  the  de- 
lusive scliemes,  subtle  contrivances,  and  wicked 
ractices,  of  tbe  late  Directors  of  tbe  South 
aa  Cotopaiiy,  their  viicoumgers,  aiders,  abet- 
tors, ond  confederates,  to  advance  and  enrich 
themselves,  and  gratify  their  own  boundless  am- 
bition and  avarice,  by  tbe  uller  ruin  of  their 
country : and  praying,  That  their  estates  may 
be  applied  to  make  restitution  towards  the  re- 
lief of  tbe  poor  unhappy  sufferers. 

Town  of  Birmingham. 

Setting  forth,  That  trade  amongst  them  it 
wonderfully  decayed,  by  which  the  poor  are  re- 
duced to  unspeakable  miseries  and  want ; and, 
if  it  were  in  a flciirisliiug  cundilion,  they  want 
money  tn  carry  it  on,  uiid  to  pay  the  poor 
workmen  fur  their  labour,  os  they  ought  to  do. 
These  tlieir  calutnilies  they  flnniy  believe  to  be 
wholly  owing  to  tho  decay  of  public  credit,  oc- 
caainned  by  tlie  misiaan-'igcmeiit,  avarice,  and 
futul  cuiiirivaiices,  of  iJie  lute  Directors  of  tlie 
South  Sea  Company,  their' aiders,  abettors,  and 
confederates,  who  have  thereby  put  them  in 
very  great  danger  of  the  destruction  of  once 
the  most  liuuruhing  nation  in  the  world  : and 
praying  relief. 

Town  of  Bedford. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners  do,  with 
tbe  utmost  griefand  concero, behold  the  decay 
of  trade  in  that  corporation,  and  hear  of  com- 
plaints  of  tlie  same  from  all  parts  of  this  king- 
dom : occasioued  hy  the  wicked  devices  of  the 
luie  South  Sea  Directors,  and  their  accomplices, 
ill  deluding  many  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  to 
tbeir  total  ruin,  with  the  fnlse  representation! 
of  gain  ; and  piaying,  That  the  authors  mej 
be  punished. 

County  nf  Bedfurd. 

Setting  forth.  Tbalfche  Petitioners  do,  with 
great  concern,  behold  tbe  decay  of  trade,  and 
the  languishing  condition  it  is  tiow  in,  ihrnugh- 
mic  the  county  of  Bedford,  and  the  rest  nf  the 
kingdom;  the  occasion  of  this  is  the  want  of 
money,  the  life  of  all  commerce;  which  hss 
been  drained  from  them  by  tbe  pernicious  arts 
mid  management  of  the  late  directors  of  tbe 
Soudi  Sea  Company,  and  tlieir  accomplices: 
ami  praying,  Thut  the  authors  may  bo  brought 
CO  condign  punisbiuenc. 

City  of  Durham. 

Setting  forth,  7'bat  the  Petitioners  are  seo- 

sibly  affected  with  the  miserable  condition  ibH 
iiauioa  is  reduced  to,  in  die  decay  of  trade,  and 
. sreidit ; .scccftHned  by  the  unbeata 
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of  avarice,  and  wicked  practices,  of  the  late 
Directors  of  the  Snurli  Sen  Company,  their 
accomplices  end  iibetcors : humbly  itoplure 

' the  Uoiise  to  coDlinue  to  lay  open  this  scene  ' 
ofiniituity.  Atiri  pmyini;,  that  the  authors 
isuy  be  broiiglil  to  cotidi|fi  puublimeut. 

City  of  Chester. 

Setiioft  fonfa,  That  the  Petitioners,  under  a 
deep  sense  of  the  deplorable  state  and  cou- 
ditioii  thenatioD  in  genenil  is  brought  into,  oc- 
casioned by  Uie  vile  practices  and  contrivances 
of  the  late  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany, their  aiders,  abetters,  and  confederutes, 
cannot  but  with  great  r^rec  and  concern  la- 
ment tbc  many  mischiefs  and  calamities  they 
nf  (hat  ancient  city  now  labour  niider,  chiefly 
owing  to  liie  great  decay  of  trade,  and  loss  of 
public  credit ; and  praying.  That  the  authors 
moy  be  brought  to  condign  pupishneut. 

County  of  rembrolie. 

Setting  forth,  TImt  the  public  credit  of  the 
nation  hath  been  destroyed  by  the  infamous 
practices  of  the  late  Directors  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  their  accomplices  ; and 
praying  that  those  detestable  parricides  be 
brought  to  condign  pnuishmenc. 

Dorough  ofTamwortti. 

Setting  forth,  That  their  decay  of  trade,  and 
(be  want  of  vent  for  their  commodities,  is 
occasioned  by  the  destructiveness  and  scan- 
dalous, corrupt,  mnnngeiueni,  of  the  South  Spu 
scheme,  tn  the  ruin  of  public  as  well  ns  private 
credit,  the  impoverishment  of  a great  number  of 
psrsoiis : aiio  praying,  Time  proper  measures 
may  be  token  for  the  encouragement  of  trade, 
the  redress  of  all  their  grievances,  ond  fur  the 
preventing  the  like  corruption  for  the  future. 

County  of  Leicester. 

Setting  forth,  Thnt  they  can  never  enough 
magnify  the  justice  uf  parliameni,  in  detecting 
tlie  vilhiiiiy  of  11  set  of  men  who  have  ruiucil 
the  credit  of  tiieir  country,  under  (he  specious 
naiue  of  paying  the  public  debts : so  neither 
can  they  sufficiently  nbbor  the  impudence  uf 
some,  whu,  under  the  pretence  of  advancing 
public  credit,  would  prevent  the  payment  of 
those  debts : and  praying,  That  pubiicjiislics 
may  be  applied  to  public  roguery,  and  make 
tlieui,  and  them  alone,  restore,  who  have  bad 
theirahuein  the  plunder. 

City  of  Litchfield. 

Setting  fniili,  That  the  decay  of  trade,  and 
the  complaints  of  the  poor  roanufaccurers, 
proceeds  from  the  vile  and  scandalous  manage- 
tneui  of  the  Directors  oftbe  South  Sea  scheme, 
their  aiders,  abettors,  and  accomplices ; whose 
deceit,  avarice,  corruption,  and  imposiiici,  of 

kinds,  have  been  such  as  no  nation  ever  suf- 
feed,  or  time  produced  : and  praying,  niat 
tlic  same  true  spirit  which  attended  the  parlla- 
•ouaitlie 


work,  may  still  continue  with  iliein,  to  the 
completing  of  it. 

Borough  of  Aylesbury. 

Setting  forth,  The  misery  that  they  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  their  fdluw  subjects, 
at  present  groan  uinler,  from  the  totnl  decay  of 
trade  and  credit  of  these  kingdoms  ; and  that 
nothing  can  conduce  more  efiectiWly  to  the 
retrieving  the  unliappy  coudition  of  these  ua- 
tions,  tlian  a vigorous  pursuit  of  justice  against 
lliosa  who  liave  been  the  authors  and  contriver* 
of  nur  preseuc  misfortanes  : and  praying.  That 
impartial  justice  will  be  done,  without  disiinc- 
tioa  of  persons. 

CiCyofOiford. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  ore  deeply  concern- 
ed at  the  loss  of  public  credit,  the  decay  of 
trade,  and  the  miseries  that  have  been  broaght 
upon  03  by  the  wicked  aad  pernicious  prociicea 
uf  the  late  directors  of  the  South  Sea,  and  tlie 
more  corrupt  and  evil  counsels  of  their  aiders 
and  abettors  : and  praying  tliat  the  betrayers 
of  their  country,  how  great  or  how  many  soever, 
may  be  brought  to  speedy  and  public  justice. 

Borough  ofReading. 

Setting  forth,  Thai  to  sceour  national  credit, 
which  bath  always  been  esteemed  sacred  and 
inviolable,  and  stood  the  slock  of  all  times, 
had  in  so  little  regard;  and  the  creditors  there- 
ot  plundered,  instead  of  being  justly  paid  ; to 
find  a glorious  prospect  aud  opportunity  of 
lessening  our  public  dolils,  wliicli  hare  been  a 
long  aud  heavy  weight  on  the  (rue  national  in- 
terest, frustrated  and  disappointed  fay  the  sel- 
fish views  of  ambitious  men;  arc  uiillu  too 
clear  not  to  he  seen,  and  of  too  tmicb  conse- 
quence not  to  be  complained  of;  ihesCj  and 
all  our  present  grievances,  are  Jukly  to  be  at- 
tribated  to  the  treacherous  and  destructive 
csecDtioD  of  the  South-Sea  scheme:  and  pray- 
ing, That  no  endeavours  may  be  wanting  to 
bring  all  ofienders,  and  betruyers  of  tbcii  coun- 
try, to  duepunishmeut. 

Town  ofCambridge. 

Setting  foitli,  That  being  deeply  sensible  of 
the  deplorable  condition* this  nniioii  at  present 
is  in,  by  the  villainons  managemeot  of  the  late 
Suuch-^a  directors,  their  nidera  and  abettora : 
which  has  almost  iniirely  destroyed -the  trade, 
and,  conseqnently,  the  public  credit,  of  this 
kin^om : ami  praying.  That  all  eodeavour* 
will  be  used  to  bring  the  guilty  to  coudiga 
putusbroeiic. 

City  of  lincoln. 

Setting  forth.  That  tlie  general  calamity  of 
this  nation,  by  the  want  of  trade,  loss  uf  puW 
lie  credit,  and  the  scarcity  of  money,  attended 

with  the  lamentable  complaint  of  a vast  num- 
ber of  suffering  persons,  occasioned  by  the 
fraudulent  practice*  of  the  late  director*  and 
manager*  of  tlie  Sontb-Sea  Company,  oblige* 

SP  Mtonou^  ,^h«ta«  ef 
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Rofuery,  and  deceit  nfa  body  of  men  joined 
together,  in  sucii  a pernicious  design  : And 
praying,  That  effectual  core  will  be  taken  in 
the 'discovering  and  ponishing  all  the  offenders, 
aiders,  and  abettors,  in  this  grand  and  nicked 
under  caking. 

Borough  of  Chipping  Wycombe. 

Setting  forth,  Hiat  (he  inexpressible  cala- 
mities (hey  now  lie  under,  by  (bedecay  of  trade 
and  credit  of  this  once  Nourishing  kingdom, 
now  reduced  to  the  utoiost  degree  of  misery, 
fay  the  file  and  scandnloas  practices  of  the  late 
SoQlh-Sea  Directors,  their  aiders  and  abettors ; 
And  praying.  That  a vigorous  inquiry  may  be 
made,  to  bring  to  jusdee,  and  deserved  punish* 
tneui,  the  authors  and  contrivers  of  these  un- 
paralleled grievances. 

Borough  of  Abin'^un. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  are  infinitely  con- 
cerned he  tile  deplorable  and  melancholy  con- 
dition to  nhich  this  nation  is  reduced  by  the 
general  decay  of  trade,  manufactures,  ana 
public  credit ; cceasioned  by  the  fatal  practices 
uf  the  late  directors  of  the  South-Sea  Company, 
and  their  perfidious  accomplices:  and  praying, 
That  proper  loeasuresmay  be  taken,  that  iratfe 
may  flourish,  public  credit  be  restore,  and  jas- 
tice  done  to  an  injnred  people. 

Towd  and  Port  of  Hastings. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  Fishery,  which,  forages 
past,  hath  been  the  cbiefest  support  of  this  nod 
many  other  maritime  towns,  js  now  reduced 
to  a very  low  ebb,  through  tha  power  vested 
in  the  late  directors  of  tbeSoutli-SeaCompaiiy, 
their  ndvisen,  aiders,  and  abettors  : and  pray- 
ing, That  sndi  measures  may  be  taken  to 
brmg  them  to  condign  pniiishmeot. 

Borough  of  I'laslemere. 

Setting  forth,  Tha6  the  villainons  prac- 
tices of  the  late  directors  of  the  Sonto-Sen 
Company,  and  their  abettors,  have  occasioned  a 
great  decay  of  trade,  and  scarcity  of  mouey; 
and  without  a brisker  circulation  of  which,  the 
worst  of  consequences  must  inevitably  ensue: 
and  praying,  That  those  Monsters  of  Pride  and 
CovetousneA  may  be  detected,  and  ponulied. 

Boroi^h  of  Southwark. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  cannot  but  be  sen- 
sible of  the  misery  brongbt  on  tliis  nation,  by 
the  evil  intentions,  and  worse  practices,  of  the 
late  Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  their 
accomplices,  aiders,  and  abettors;  by  wliicb 
many  thousands  have  been  reduced  to  misery 
and  want:  and  praying,  Thai  the  Uobbcrsof 
their  Ctraniry,  of  what  degree  orquidity  soever, 
be  punished;  and  that  trade  may  be  restored, 
and  credit  revived. 

City  of  Hereford. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  general  decay  of 
trade,  and  the  dismal  calamities  brought  upon 
the  Daiioiii  ' ^7  'Mt-of 'vtickedaod  '’avaricluiu  ' 
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men,  who,  to  accumulate  wealth  to  themselves, 
have  utterly  rained  many  tbnnsands  of  their 
countrymen:  and  irraying.  That  a firm  cniirsa 
of  justice  ovillbetakeii  to  deter  persons  of  all 
degrees  from  engaging  in  any  such  designs  for 
the  future. 

Borough  of  Ahiclnip;li. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  universal  decay  of 
trade  and  credit,  which  this  naiiun  ut  present 
labours  mirier,  occa.sioned  by  the  notnrioos 
mansgemciit  ef  the  late  South  Sea  Directors, 
their  agents  and  couiedemtes;  and  praying, 
That  the  authors  uf  these  calamities  may  m 
brought  to  condign  punishment. 

Borough  of  Derby. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  genernl  decay  of 
trade,  manufactures,  and  public  credit,  arc  the 
sad  eilecCS  of  the  mismanagement,  boundlea 
ambition,  and  pernicious  practices,  of  the  late 
direcCorsof  tlieSontb  Sea  Company,  tbeir  aiders 
and  accomjiUces-.  and  praying,  That  such  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  taken,  that  trade  may 
ficurish,  public  .credit  be  restored,  and  justice 
done  to  an  injured  people. 

Borough  of  Cirencester. 

Setting  forth,  Tliac  they  being  cliiefly  em- 
ployed in  the  woollen  manufnetures,  tlie  pre- 
servatiimof  which  is  very  essential  to  tlie  wealth 
of  this  kingdom;  and  that  liie  same  is  reduced 
by  the  villainous  execution  of  lire  late  perni- 
cious South  Sea  Project:  and  praying,  Tint 
justice  may  be  done  m those  Betrayers  of  their 
Country,  who  have  been  (be  occasion  of  tlieie 
fatal  mischiefs. 

Borough  of  Appleby. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  being  touched  with 
a most  compassionate  sense  of  the  great  and 
ine.xpressible  calamities  brought  upon  this  I;ing- 
dom,  by  the  diabolical  artifices  of  the  South  Sea 
Directors,  and  their  confederates:  nnd  praying, 
That  those  which  have  been  the  roin  of  pur  late 
most  fiourishing  trade,  and  public  credit,  be 
brought  to  comligQ  punishment. 

County  of  Surrey. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  would  appear  totally 
insensible  of  the  universal  calamity  of  their 
country,  and,  in  some  degree,  consenting  to  (he 
guilt  of  the  late  infamous  Directors  ofthe  South 
Sea  Company,  and  their  aiders  and  abettors, 
should  they  any  longer  refrain  from  declaring 
tlieir  utmost  abhorrence  of  those  detestable 
maciiinaiions,  and  vile  practices,  which  have 
nro^gbe  a most  flourishing  nation  nnder  the 
utmost  difficulties  and  distress;  end  praying, 
That  just  measures  will  he  taken  for  the  re- 
storing credit,  and  doing  Jostice,  to  an  injured 

Town  and  County  of  SonihamptoD. 

Setting  forth,  That  they  are  bronght  into  # 
very  low  condition  by  the  great  decay  of  trade; 
dintWcUed  cMtlhy  b-^’  the  Wicked  pmnicei 
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<otne  roretoos  pcrsoiu,  whohavcHiverted 
mrt  of  tlic  wealth  of  the  nation  tmi  of  its  pro- 
per cli’innel,  ond  taken  it  to  ihninelves;  nod 
prarina.  'OiRt  hare  been  accrawry 

to  the  guneral  calamity  he  brought  to  exemplar 
piinishineiit;  and  tliat  some  speedy  inelliod 
iBuy  he  presided  for  tite  reviving  of  trade. 

Qorutigb  of  Stamford. 

Setting  fortti.  That  they  declare  their  iittnnst 
dote^tatimi  of  the  crimes  of  iholate  Directors 
of  the  .South  Sea[Compeny,  their  ugcvitsand  ac- 
Mmphees,  who  have  been  the  ruin  of  both  pub- 
lic Mil  private  credit,  discociraged  industry,  nod 
reuiicred  them  in  such  a coinlitioD  as  uiliernisc 
would  not  Lave  been  known  to  tlie  trading  peo- 
ple : and  praying,  That  sach  measures  may  be 
fuund  as  may  be  judged  most  proper  to  dis' 
courage,  and,  in  doe  time,  bring  all  the  crimi- 
nals to  Just  puaiihraent. 

Borough  of  Sudbury. 

Setting  forth,  That  the  corrupt  nod  enor- 
mous practices  of  the  late  South  Sea  Directors, 
clieir  confederates  and  assistants,  and  the  mis- 
chierous  consequences  of  their  detestable 
schemes,  hnve  very  moch  contributed  to  the 
present  decay  of  trade,  and  public,  in  general; 
(be  Ihtal  cSects  of  which  have  been  nowhere 
(tore  sensibly  felt,  than  fay  thnse  whose  depend- 
ence cbieBy  consist  in  tbewooHen  mannfactoreS 
for  exportation:  and  prnying,  That  care  mny 
be  taken  to  revive  the  languishing  crdde,  an^ 
re-establish  public  credit,  aud  iu  bringing  to 
exemplary  punishment  all  the  authors  of  these 
ealaioides. 

Borongb  of  Westbury. 

S^ng  forth,  That  bearing  so  great  a sbar- 
af  that  extensive  calamity  this  poor  nnd  disc 
tressed  nation  groans  under,  by  the  bonndlrss 
avarice,  and  corropt  practice  of  the  late  Di- 
rectont  of  the  Souch-Sea,  their  aiders,  abettors, 
and  confederates,  who  have  occossioned  the 
greatdecay  oftradein  the  woollen  manufacture : 
nod  praying,  that  relief  may  be  given  therein 
by  giving  encouragement  to  trade,  redressing 
tiicir  grievances,  and  restnriog  of  public  cr^il, 
and  doing  justice  lo  on  injured  nation. 

Town  and  Borough  of  Pontefract. 

Settiug  forth,  ThaMhe  loss  of  trade,  occasion- 
ed by  tho  dark  schemes,  and  vile  practices, 
ofa  set  of  men  who  hnve  engrossed  a great  part 
of  the  treusure  of  the  tintioii  into  their  hands, 
to  the  utter  ruin  of  a great  many  families ; and 
prayii^,  That  proper  measures  may  be  taken 
to  revive  trade,  and  give  resticatign  to  the  up- 
pressed. 

Borough  ofCoIcbester. 

Setting  forth,  That  oat  of  a deep  sense’  of  the 
miseries  of  many  unhappy  faiuiltes,  deluded  and  i 
nudone,bytheunparallei8d  fraud  and  corrnpeioo  j 
ef  the  lite  Direciorsof  the  Sooth-Sea  Company  I 
■fd  their  secret  accomplices,  and  the  fttal  I 
»o«udtb« 


their  concern,  es  well  Os  mdignatloB,  against  tlio 
infamous  betrayers  of  their  country : .nnd  pray- 
ing, That  soch  further  measures  may  ba  taken 
to  relieve  trade,  restore  credit,  nnd  punish  tbe 
rile  authors  of  these  mischiefs, 09  slMtll  be  judged 
necessary. 

City  and  County  of  Coventry. 

Setting  forth,  that  by  tfie  schemes  of  the 
kte  tMiteruus  Pity  tors  of  tbs  South-Sen, 
and  their  nccoi^|4i^,  who  fiavc  been  the 
occasion  of  an  impoverished  people,  the  les- 
sening of  credit,  and  sinking  of  trade,  that 
mnny  urtificeni  -n  their  woollen  luanufuc- 
tnres  cannot  be  employed : and  prayiog,  that 
proper  measures  may  be  token  to  revive  trade, 
and  restore  credit  and  punishing  the  uSenderk 
thereof. 

Town  of  D.arnstable. 

Setting  forth,  That  being  eensibleofUie  con- 
plication  of  miseries  brougmupoD  the  whole  na- 
tion byttbe  unparalleled  attempts,  and  insatiable 
avarice,  of  the  late  South-Sea  Directors,  aod 
theirabombable  nceotnplicek ; and  the  great 
damage  done  to  trade;  and  the  sinking  of  public 
and  private  cre^'t : nnd  praying,  That  trade  may 
be  revived,  public  credit  rtttor^,  and  the  cim- 
Irivers  thereof  punistiud. 

Borough  of  Bicbmonil. 

Settingfortli.lbattbey  heingsensibiy affected 
wicii  tbe  calamities  tbemselres  and  fellow-sub- 
jetts  labour  under,  by  the  decay  of  trade,  die 
raiu  of  public  credit,  and  the  weight  oftbe  na- 
tinnaldebts:  occasioned  by  the  lace  South  Sea 
Directors,  their  aiders,  >ind  abettors,  as  the  sole 
authors  of  tbeseraisfurtones:  and  praying,  That 
public  faith  may  be  revived,  trade'  incrensed, 
and  thuse  parricides  broi^bt  to  punishraents 
adequate  to  tliuir  crimes. 

County  of  Derby. 

Setting  forth,  Thar  they  beg  leave  to  express 
their  concern  for  the  unspeakable  miseries  this 
once  flourishing  nation  is  reduced  to,  by  the 
corropt  management  of  the  lace  South-Sea  Di- 
rectors, ebeirageats  and  , abettors;  who,  not- 
withstanding the  imoieose  sums  they  have  cheat- 
ed the  nation  of,  hare  yet  the  cohtidence  to 
conceal  their  estate  aodeileccs:  and  praying 
that  trade  may  be  revived,  public  credit  re- 
stored, the  grand  corruption  detected,  and  no 
obstacle  to  hinder  the  plunderers  of  the  public 
from  being  brougbtto  speedy  justice. 

Borough  ofEastHelfonl. 

Setting  forth.  That  being  deeply  o^cted  ikilH 
CODcern  for  the  calatnitous  condition  to  which 
they  see  this  nation  exposed,  by  the  pemie^ous 
amt  wicked  execution  of  tbe  Sooth  Sea  Scheme 
which  bos  decayed  their  impaired  credit,  aod 
draioed  'away  the  moiiuy  : and  praying,  That 
this  nation  may  'be  restored  to  a flourisbins 
condition,  and  heeome  the  resort  of  credit : ana 
that  tbe  ofloaiteTi  otky  be  broucltt  to  condign 
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Borough  of  Evosbam. 

SeCdog  forth,  Tbot  the;  are  deeply  sensible 
of  the  deplorable  estate  of  this  kingdom,  occa- 
sioned by  the  wicked  and  deliberate  cciitti- 
vanco  of  tiie  Soutb-Sea  Directors,  in  concur- 
rence wiiii  cliose  who  trusted  and  cmpluyed 
them  : and  praying,  that  endeavours  may  be 
used  to  detect,  and  punish,  such  unparalleled 
erimes,  and  the  authors  thereof. 

Borough  of  Newark  upon  Trent. 

Setting  forth,  That  never  was  the  cry  more 
universal,  or  the  occasion  more  important,  to 
see  a whole  Itingdom  deluded,  inipoverisbed, 
and  nlTronted,  by  the  wicked  contrivances  and 
machinations  of  the  lace  infamous  Directors  of 
theSouth-Sea:  and  praying,  That  this  House 
will  persevere  in  the  course  they  have  begun,  in 
decectiog,  and  punishing,  all  offenders,  of  what 
title  or  quality  soever. 

Borough  ofNewbury. 

Setting  forth,  TImt  they  having  a Just  abhor- 
reoce  of  die  lace  villainous  contrivance  of  the 
betrayers  of  tbeir  country,  the  deplorable  state 
aod  uncommon  nuseries  they  labour  under,  by 
die  fatal  decay  of  trade,  manufacture  and  pub- 
lic credit:  and  praying,  that  this  House  will 
proceed  to  punish  the  betrayers  of  their  coun- 
try. 

City  of  Norwich. 

Setting  forth.  That  they  retain  the  deepest 
sense  of  the  great  cncuurngmenc  given  to 
their  manufacture  ; and,  emboldened  by  so 
many  great  and  signal  favours  conferred  upou 
them,  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  tiiis 
honourablo  House  die  calamitous  condition  of 
this  once  llouriabing  city;  occasioned  by  the 
decay  of  crane,  and  loss  of  puhlio  credit ; a 
distress  brought  upon  them  by  dm  wicked  con- 
trivance, and  execrable  villany,  of  a few  mis 
creants,  die  late  South  Sea  Directors,  their 
aiders  and  abettors  ; And  praying,  that  such 
measures  may  be  taken  as  (his  House,'  in  their 
great  wisdom,  shall  think  proper,  to  punish 
thpse  offenders,  who  Lave  been  the  ravagers 
of  this  nation,  and  whose  greatness  is  built  upon 
the  ruin  of  their  country. 

Borough  of  Newcastle  under  Line, 

Setting  forth,  That  they  being  under  a deep 
tense  of  the  present  misery,  ruin,  ami  confu- 
aioD,  btnugbt  upon  diem  by  the  villainous  and 
detestable  practices  of  the  Directors  of  cbe 
fioutli  Sea,  chnr  powerful  aiders  and  abettors, 
end  praying,  That  this  Houk  will  persevere  to 
make  alt  Che  authors  of  ilieir  calamities,  how 
great  soever,  an  csomplu^  sacrihee  to  the  loud 
cries,  and  just  expectation,  ofu  deluded  and 
injured  people. 

Borough  of  Warwick. 

Setting  forth.  That  the  miseries  hroogbt 
spoil  this  naciou  by  the  late  &uih  Sea  Dircc- 
tors,aud  tbiii’lwtkMni^ci^'ilBOttoWttbndlited' 
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at,  that  the  many  fttiil  effects  of  so  vile  and 
artful  a conspiracy  should  gircdifficulcies  to  the 
wisest  couiiseis } but  they  have  the  iicmose 
confidence,  that  neither  the  depth  of  their 
ctioiss,  nor  thu  greatness  of  die  criniinahi,  will 
be  able  to  elude  die  justice  uf  this  ll'iiiss:  And 
proving.  That  cliis  lluoie  will  continue  to  uka 
suck  measures  as  may  best  conduce  to  Che  re- 
Eioriog  public  credit,  the  recovering  trade,  aud 
doing  justice  to  nii  injured  nutiou. 

Dorougli  of  Oxford. 

Setting  forth,  That  unaer  the  general  uiis. 
fortunes,  they  cannot  but  express  their  concern 
and  testify  their  abhorrence  of  tliose  fatal  |vit>. 
jects  and  schemes,  by  which  they  have  been  oc- 
casioned ; and  see  their  country  pillaged  nud 
destroyed,  its  trade  oppressed  and  rained,  and 
its  credit  sunk  and  lost,  without  crying  out  for 
justice  : And  praying,  That  this  UousO  will 
Cake  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  lo  restore 
’credit,  revive  trade,  and  doing  justice  to  an  in- 
jured nation. 

Report  from  the  Cominitlfe  appointed  to  ia- 
nire  into  the  raluc  of  the  Ettatetofthe  Saulh 
oeu  Directors.]  April  17.  Sir  Tbonas  Crosse 
reported  from  tlie  Committee,  to  whom  it  was 
referred  to  exemine  the  several  duplicates  of 
tlie'inventorics  or  particulars  of  tlie  estates  of 
the  loie  sub-goveruor,  deputy  governor,  direc- 
tors, deputy  casliicr,  ami  accuunumt,  of  (be 
South  Sea  Company,  delivered  into  this  Rouse; 
and  to  make  cstimaCss  of  the  balances  of  the 
said  several  diiplicates;  That  the  Committee 
Lad  considered  die  matter  to  them  referr^ ; 
and  had  made  an  estimate  of  the  balances  of  the 
.said  several  duplicates ; which  they  had  direct- 
ed him  to  report  to  die  Unuse  ; and  he  read 
(be  same  in  his  place  as  Aillows;  viz, 

"In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  S7cbof 
March  lasr,  whereby  the  said  several  dupli- 
cates of  die  inventories  and  particulars 
were  referred  to  the  consideracion  of  a 
Committee, 

Your  Couimidce,  for  that  purpose  appoint- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  tlie  said  order,  have  em- 
ployed some  part  ofiheirtime  in  die  inspecting 
and  considering  several  of  the  said  inventories 
and  particulars:  And,  ffnding  nil  or  most  of 
them  (0  contain  different  methods  io  the  com- 
putations of  the  said  estates  ; and  setting  lurdi 
generally  the  particulars  of  ihvir  several  estates 
as  they  were  upon  the  first  tla^  of  .Tune  last : 
and  then  carryiog  on  adiary,  orjouriml  account, 
of  their  several  transactions,  from  that  clay  to 
the  time  they  delivered  in  their  inventories  to 
the  barons  uf  the  exchequer,  pursunnt  to  Che 
act  of  parliament  in  that  beboif. 

“ Your  Committee  ibund  it  impossible,  or  at 
leastexcecdinglv  difficult,  to  represent  lo  the 
House  the  just  balances  of  their  respective  ac- 
couolf,  rrver  and  besiijes  the  debts,  and  other 
engagements,  wherewith  their  estates  are  said 
to  be  charged  aud  affected : 

' ibefBdpoA'yisii'Cbiaffltttct,  the  betterto 
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cleitr  up  this  difUcuIij  ia  (he  most  expeditious 
Hnd  ceroiiii  v'ay,  and  (o  put  tliis  matter  in 
ilie  fuik'se  (iisc  could  he,  for  the  mforma- 
tion  of  the  Uouse,  made  several  orders,  wlrere- 
by  the  »aid  sub-governor,  deputjr  governor,  dk 
rectors,  deputy  cashier,  and  accouiitant,  vrere 
ordered  to  Iny  before  your  Committee  aa  ac- 
cmint  i)fihe  present  estimate,  or  value,  iti  iinj- 
ney,  of  tlicir  several  real  and  personal  estates, 
cuiitaineri  in  ihes-iid  uvcntoriesor  particulars, 
in  the  most  summary  manner ; and  llnit,  in 
such  esliumle,  or  vnluntiun,  they  should  esti- 
mate, or  value  tbeir  B.ink  stock,  South  Sea 
stock,  and  East  India  stock,  nl  ISO  per  cent, 
one  with  unolher  ; theirBank  nml  Lottery  An- 
nuities, loiteiy  tickets,  exchequer  orders,  East 
India  aiidSsuth  Sea  himds,  at  pur;  their  Long 
Annuities  at  kO  years  purchase  i their  Short 
Annuities  at  14  years  purchase;  and  their 
other  stocks  and  securities  ns  they  were  cur- 
really  snhl  for,  or  valued  at,  upon  the  tt^th 
day  uf  Ainrcli  last : 

“ Thiit,  ill  pursuance  of  the  nforesaid  Orders, 
the  suid  soil-governor,  drputy-govemnr,  direc- 
tors, and  deputy-cashier,  attended  ynur  com- 
mittee, and  left  with  them  ahslnicts,  in  writhig, 
of  (he  estimated  Values  in  money,  of  their  se- 
veral real  and  personal  Estates,  comprised  and 
menDoiied  in  their  said  respective  inventories 
and  particulars ; mid  hare  bnlnncrd  the  same 
insncli  inanoeras  (hat  the  said  severul  buhinces 
may  be  taken  ns  clear  money,  over  ami  be- 
sides what  they  severally  owe,  or  are  indebted  ; 
except  some  contracts  for  lulids,  and  oilier 
tliiUK*,  which  are  under  contest;  and  over  and 
besides  such  settlements  and  provisions  ns  they 
allege  to  have  been  made  fur  their  respective 
families:  dud  Mr.  Grigsby,  not  heing  able  to 
attend  tho  committee,  sent  his  abstract,  nnd 
bftlance,  in  ib«  same  form  as  the  other:  all 
wliicli  hninnees,  amounting,  together,  to  the 
sum  of  2,01-4,123/.  16l.  7Td.  your  committee 
have  inserted  in  n schedule,  amt  amiexed  the 
same  to  this  their  report,  sliewing  what  eacii 
pemoii’s  purticular  Uolance  amounts  to. 

“ Your  cmiimittee  craves  leave  to  bfonn  the 
House,  that  sir  John  Lambert  having  attended 
them,  on  the  third  day  of  April,  with  the  ub- 
stract  of  liis  estate,  nnd  thereby  stated  his  ha- 
lapee  to  be  72.S08/.  Is.  Sd.  he  ufterwards,  on 
the  dtli  of  April,  alCeiidcd  again,  and  alleged. 
That  he  was  mislukenin  his  said  aUsttaclj  and 
desired  your  committee  to  receive  a suppie- 
mentul  paper,  by  which  he  would  have  reduced 
bis  balance,  so  delivered  in  ns  before,  82,610/. 
8f.  4c/. ; and  tliercby  llie  said  balance  of 
72,&08/-  li.  5d.  would  liave  been  nni  more 
ihao  49.8U?/.  13s.  Id.:  but,  your  committee, 
foreseeing  tlie  incoiiveiiiencies  that  inighi  pro- 
bably arise  to  them  from  others,  by  llieir  re- 
ceiving such  paper,  thought  fit  to  reject  the 
same,  and  to  take  only  n minute  thereof,  to  en- 
at.le.chem  to  represent  the  fact  to  the  House. 

“ As  to  the  other  part  uf  your  order,  wheie- 
hy  your  commitiec  are  directed  to  make  their 
euervaiioDS  upon  the  said  inventories  and 
particulars^  yoar  MiamiKseLcrascIsdTe.wriB- 
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form  the  Hodsc,  Time  the  said  inventories  and 
particulars,  arc  in  llietnselves  so  voluminous, 
consitc  of  such  variety  ul  transoctioos  and 
tilings,  such  great  oumlieis  of ; ersoiis  must  ne- 
cesHiirily  be  examined,  aud  so  many  dilhculiica 
wilt  mitiunUy  arise,  that  y.-ur  cooiuiittec  hum- 
bly roiicc'ie,  tliiit  tlicy  canaot,  in  any  rcuson- 
alile  lime,  make  such  proper  observations  as 
will  ntiswcr  the  iuteiitiun  and  cxpoctaiion  nf 
the  House. 

All  which  ynur  committee  humbly  certify, 
and  Submit  to  thejndgmeiit  of  the  Hoose. 

A Schedule  ^ the  Bakneet. 


Sir  John  Blunt  ....  183,349  JO  BJ. 

Mr.  Edmondson  - - - - 5,S65  0 0 

Mr.  lUwes  .....  40,0ai  0 2i 

Sir  WiD.  Hammund  - * - 22,707  4 8 

Mr.  Itiymoiirt  - - - . 64,373  6 3 

Mr.  Gore  ......  38,936  15  5 

Mr.  Bead  7,897  16  0 

Mr.  Chester  .....  H0,372  15  G 

Mr.  Uoulditch  ....  39,527  10  4 

Sir  Robert  Chaplin  - - . 45.875  14  5 

Mr.  Reynolds  ....  IS, .163  18  8£ 

Mr.  Delapurt  ....  17,151  -i  6 

Mr.  Gibbon  .....  106,543  5 6 

Mr.Pwge 34,817  12  3^ 

Sir  Wni.  Chapman  ...  39,161  6 84. 

Sir  John  Liimbert  • - - 72,508  1 5 

.Mr.  Grigsby  - - . - . 31.6B7  6 0 

Mr.  Tillurd  -----  19,175  14  4 

Mr.  Smman  -----  112,381  10  0 
Sir  Jacob  Jacobson  - • • 11,-iCl  4 0 

Sir  John  Fellows  ...  243,096  0 6 
Sir  Lambert  Blackwell  - - 83,589  17  11 

Sic  Theodore  Jamsen  • • 243,244  3 11 

Mr.  Joy 40,105  2 0 

Mr.  Ingram  -----  16,795  0 0 

Mr.  Eyles  - . . . . 34pJ29  16  T 

Mr.  Sawbridgo  . 77,254  1 8 

Mr.  Morley  ....  - 1,869  10  3 

Mr.  Horsey  - - - - 19,968  5 3 

Mr.  Child  .....  52,437  19  1 

Mr.  Astell  ...  - - 27,7.SO  19  81- 

Mr.  Turner  ....  - 881  17  6 

Sir  Uarcourt  Master  - - 11,814  12  34 


Total  2,014,123  16  7{ 

PetUumi  aj  the  South  Sea  Pirectore  for 
Cmnpastion.']  April  20.  Five  Petitions  of 
Fraucit  Eyles,  Richard  Honey,  William  Astell, 
James  Edmondson,  and  of  William  Tillard,  late 
Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company,  setting 
forth  the  case  of  the  several  Petitioners,  and 
pmyiogihe  Compassian  and  consideration  of 
(he  House,  according  to  their  respective  cir- 
cuinsiances,  were  severally  prcscuied,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; aod  Mr.  Bro- 
drick,  having  acquaiuted  the  House,  That  (be 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  since  their  former  Re- 
port had  come  to  a further  knowledge  uf  some 
matters,  and  weru  ready  to  lay  a fiiriiier  Re- 
port before  the  House,  ac  such  time  as  the 
House  slioold  appoint;  it  was  ordered,  that  the 

i said  Htipoft.  bft.  intorniug. 
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TarsD  Er.poBT  op  the  Coxmjttee  gp  Se-  i 

cnECY  09i  TBE  PnoCEEDISCS  OF  THE  SOVTU- 

See  C^KPwkNr.]  April  31.  After  the  reading 
of  six  I*eticionx  of  os  many  of  Che  lace  Oireccors, 
and  of  a s«»entli  of  John  Grigsby,  laie  ac- 
comptanc  general  of  Che  SouCb-Sea  Company, 
praying  cbe  oonsidemiion  aoil  compassion  of 
tba  Ilouse,  Mr.  lirodrick  presented  che  said 
Report;  and  afcenrards  delivered  ic  in  at  the 
clerk's  cable:  Where  Clie  some  was  read and 
isus  iblluweth;  viz. 

Tamo  llEPOfiT  OF  ths  CosmrTTEE  of  Se- 
c&ECT  pa  TOE  FaocasDiKpa  op  tbb 
So  t;  i II-  Sea  Com  paky. 

Ttint  (he  Committee  of. Secrecy  appointed  to 
inquire  into  all  the  priiceedings  relating  to 
the  ezecucioa  ef  an  act,  passed  the  last 
acsxioB  of  parlinnieoc,  iniitlcd,  “-An  Act  for 
enabling  the  Souih*8eaCoinpatiy  to  increase 
clitir  present  capital  stack,  and  fund,  by 
Tsdeeniin^  sucli  public  debts  and  incum- 
brances ns  are  thcreii)  laciitioDed;  nud  for 
reisiog.mooey,  to  be  applied  for  lessening 
several  of  die  public  debts  and  inumn- 
brniices;  and  ^or  calling  in  the  present 
Rschequer-Billi  rcioniiiing  uucancelled ; 
and  fur  making  forth  new  bills,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  be  circulated  and  exchanged, 
upon  deronnd,  nc  or  near  the  Exchequer;” 
have  proceeded  further  in  the  esatninaiiuo 
of  the  matters  referred  to  them:  And,  ob- 
serving, chat,  upon  tbeir  former  Reports,  ic 
was  thought  proper,  that  the  examinations 
relerrcd  to  by  your  Committee,  should  be 
laid  before  the  House;  and  several  oilier 
nuiUeri  appearing  to  your  Committee  At 
for  cbo  considetatioo  of  the  House,  your 
CommiUee  report  the  some  in  the  words  of 
the  examinations  themselves,  and  according 
to  che  papers  laid  before  your  CommiUee. 

Your  CommiUee,  in  a former  Report,  ac- 
quuiuted  ibe  House,  Thut  the  indisposicion  of 
Edmund  Waller,  esq.  had  prevented  tbeir  lay- 
iag  before  che  Ilouse,  in  that  report,  a more 
particulir  account  relRtiog  to  the  sum  of 
704,4511. 15s.  Od.  received  and  paid,  by  Tbmer ' 
and  CiiiRuany,  upon  the  account  of  the  said 
Mr.  Waller,  between  the  58th  of  March  1710, 
and  the  51st  of  November  following:  And, 
Imvin^  since,  viz.  on  (lie  S3d  of  March  1720, 
examined  Mr.  Waller,  he  saiili,  That  he  did, 
from  time  to  time,  settle  accnualf  with  Mr. 
Aislabie,  bis  fncher-iu-laiT,  of  his  (ransactions 
in  money  and  stock  for  bim,  end  has  not  any 
account  thereof:  That  he  did  keep  some  me- 
muranduiDS  of  his  said  transactions  in  a book, 
which  book  he  has  since  torn  ; but  says,  That 
lie  did  keep  a copy  of  his  accoimu  nitb  the 
Swofd-Blaae  Cuuipnayi  That  he  has,  fiom 
time  to  cime,  destroyed  aE  his  papvs  and  me- 
niurandums  relating  to  hie  transactions  fur  Mr. 
Aislabie : Says,  He  caunot  tell  what  dealings 
he  has  Jiad  in  slock  for  Mr.  Aisinbie ; 
but  that  far  the  greatest  part  of  bis  trans- 
aciious  itr'iAlonlt 


count:  I'bnt  44,0001.  port  of  the  balance  of 
77,OUOf.  due  from  che  bwurti-Ulude  Cuinponv 
is  the  Examinant's  own  money ; nud  tli«  re. 
maining  53,0001.  belongs  to  Air.  Ai.slabie ; 
Being  asked.  Whether,  at  the  timegf  IhsIhs 
ginoing  to  deal  in  stuck,  be  was  possessed  nf  a 
cuiisiderable  sum  of  nioiicy  of  Ins  own,  he  re- 
fused to  answer ; aUedgiiig,  it  iviis  lus  u*n 
private  coucem. 

Your  Committee  afterwards  received  n letter 
from  the  said  Mr.  Waller,  duu-ii  the  ipcb  of 
April  inscnoC;  wlierein  lie  desired  to  he  again 
examiued,  to  clear  up  any  mistakes,  if  twre 
were  liny,  in  his  former  examiuntiun,  and  to 
give  the  Comniinec  the  l-csi  Inforuiaiion  he 
rould : Wherdupun  your  Couimittee  did  take 
his  fnriiier  examinacimi ; which  is  ai  fullunt; 

He  says,  iu  February  or  March  1719, 
nbpii  he  began  to  deni  in  stock,  he  Iiad  of  tlie 
I moncy.uf  his  mother,  bis  brother,  his  own,  and 
his  ii'ii'e’s  furiimc,  about  the  sum  of  SO, 0001.  of 
whicli  bis  wife's  fbrcuoe  was  5,0001.  which  he 
had  in  bank  mites ; tliat  he  employed  tlie  said 
50,0001.  In  buying  Stock.  That  he  cniinot  tell 
how  much  of  this  50,000/.  was  his  own  money. 
Tlpit  he  never  kept  any  account  in  writing  of 
tlint  part  of  the  said  50,000/.  whirh  belonged  to 
bis  mother  nud  hruUier,  but  that  he  has  told 
them,  whut  belonged  to  them.  That  Ills  mo- 
ther and  broilier  gave  him  leave  to  employ 
their  money  iu  sti:ck,  but  lie  never  had  any 
order  in  writing  from  them  fur  that  purpose,  bat 
lias  paid  them  several  sums  of  money  upon 
account  thereof,  and  never  took  any  receipt, 
order,  or  other  writing  from  them  cDnceniiag 
the  same;  that  be  has  also  transferred  some 
bank  stock  to  his  brother.  That  the  tearing  of 
bis  books  mentioned  in  lus  former  examination, 
was  at  several  times,  (lie  last  of  which  was 
about  the  22d  uf  August  1750. 

And  your  Comraiuee  inform  the  House,  that 
the  said  Air.  Waller,  upon  bis  said  foriher  exi- 
minalion,  did  declare,  chat  there  was  not  ia  che 
said  book  any  article  telaiiiig  to  Mr.  Aislabie; 
but  this  appearing  to  be  in  cBrcc;  contradiction 
to  what  he  had  said  in  liis  first  exnminaiion, 
your  Committee  did  not  insert  the  same  in  tliis 
subsequent  exomlnaiion,  sigued  by  tlie  said 
Mr.  Waller,  but  thiok  ic  proper  to  represeut 
this  coatier  to  House  Ltic. 

Your  Conmiittce  having,  in  a former  report, 
takeu  notice,  that  James  Craggs,  sen.  esq.  hod 
30,000/.  Suutli.S^  stock  taken  in  for  him,  or 
bis  frieuds,  they  sent  for  an  account  of  trans- 
fers made  to  the  tsid  Air.  Craggs,  which 
l^occordin^y  laid  before  iliem,  a copy  of  wiiifli 
' account  is  hereunto  annexed  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  1,  by  which  your  Commiicee  find,  that 
(among  other  great  sums)  there  was  on  the  Sbih 
of  Marcli  1720,  a sum  of  30,000/.  stuck  Iran*- 
fcired  by  Mr.  Jacob  Sawbridge  (one  of  t^ 

Esrtners  of  Turner  and  Company)  to  the  said 
tr.  James  Craggs, 

And  your  Committee  proceeded  tu  examine 
the  following  persons  uoncerniug  the  iranfen._ 
Mr.  Jacob  &i!ctridge  (late  one  of  the  rtire^ 
tORiKif  rJmiiSantb-.Sea^aiipauyt  and  a paru>" 
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kttcnd  tlie  Cnmmi’iee,  to  b«  «xtininn),  alnat 
8‘)m«rsei-lmiue,  brigadier  Ridiards  caJled  out 
■0  ilie  coach,  nliicb  atopped,  iitiil  he  esnie  to 
the  coBCli  ^lde,  aud  Air.  Iluggiua  with  him, 
and  Mr.  llugt'ina  then  ahewed  the  exc* 
tninant  the  said  note,  with  other  papers  iin- 
oexed  to  it ; but  nbat  thuae  papers  were,  tba 
exaiDicacl  doea  ent  know;  wlicieupon  Mr. 
Hupgiut  said,  that  lie  did  untknnw  hut  theexa- 
tuinnnt  might  be  asked  aoiuething  about  that 
note,  and  there  it  was ; that  ibe  examinant 
ver^  wc  II  rcmemlxrs  it  to  be  die  same  nota 
nbicb  he  ka.i  berurs  delivered  to  Mr.  Croggt  ns 
aforesaid,  it  being  signed  by  Mr.  Sawbridgo, 
luid  the  body  of  tlie  note  of  the  Imnd-wiiung  of 
Mr.  Knight;  and  Ur.  Huggins  then  took  the 
note  out  nf  the  exeniinani’s  hand,  and  gave  it 
to  brigadier  Richards,  and  (old  the  exomiiianl 
that  be  might  tell  the  Committee  that  the  bri- 
gadier had  it,  and  would  produce  it;  that  two 
or  three  days  ogo  Mr.  Sawbridge  inquired  of 
bim  where  this  note  was,  and  be  not  then  re- 
collecting whether  it  was  in  his  custody  or  no, 
did  give  directions  to  bis  wife  lo  search  for  it  in 
bis  scrntoiie,  and  found  ibac  be  had  it  not,  and 
says,  that  he  knows  nothing  of  bis  own  know- 
ledge of  transaction  of  this  SO.OOOf.  stock. 

The  said  Mr,  5ar7»an  being  exntuioed,  says, 
that  it  appears  by  books  of  Turner,  Caswull, 
and  company,  that  from  the  beginning  of 
February  1719,  to  the  7tb  of  March  follywing, 
there  was  an  account  kept  by  then;  in  the  exa- 
minant's name,  of  sundry  parcels  of  Soutli-Se« 
stock,  amounting  to  1S5,OUO/,  stuck,  for  the  use, 
and  upon  the  account,  of  Mr.  Kuiglic,  which 
account  he  believes  to  be  true. 

That  by  this  account  it  appears,  that  upnn 
the  Sth  ol  February  1719,  Mr.  Kniebt  paid  to 
the  said  Turner  and  company  the  sum  of 
C7,090/.  li.  8d,  which  be  believes  might  be  ac- 
cordingly paid  out  of  the  cash  of  tfaeSouih-Sea 
compaiiv;  end  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Kuighe 
receivea  from  Turner  and  company,  a promis- 
siry  note,  Co  transfer  30,0001.  Souih  Seustock, 
value  received. 

That  James  Craggs,esq.  of  the  post-office, 
sent  for  the  axaminanl  about  six  weeks  ago, 
ced  (as  he  believes)  after  Mr.  Craggs  had  been 
examined  before  tbls  Commitcee,and  told  hi-m, 
ho  believed,  that  he  (the  examioani)  would  be 
examined  in  relation  to  30,000.'.  stock,  which 
hc(Mr.  Craggs)  bad  of  Mr.  Knight;  and  he 
then  produced  an  uccount,beltreen  himvelf  onJ 
Mr.  Kniglic,  of  SoutfwSca  stook  bought  ur 
taken  in  for  him  ; by  wbicli  it  appeared  that  he 
was  to  have,  upon  balance,  of  Mr.  Knigbt, 
30,000/. Soiith-SM  stock,  fbrivhichMr.Kuighr, 
instead  of  making  a trsnsfer  himself,  f^ve  him 
a note  undtr  (be  hand  of  Jacob  Sawbridge,  to 
transfer  30,000/.  stock,  value  received  ; which 
lime  Air.  Craggs  shewed  bim  canceled,  and  (as 
tlie  examinant  believes)  lie  had  since  tins  eo. 
qtiiry  began,  got  it  from  Sawbridge,  which  is 
not  customary,  notes  being  always,  when  dis- 
cborged,  delivered  uptothe  person,  onder  whose 
'land  they  are,  and  should  remain  niib  ibern 
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tvitli  Turner  nndCompanr)  says,  that  in  tiie  be- 

S'miing  of  February  1719,  by  order  of  Mr. 

oben  Koigbt,  Inie  cashier  uf  the  Souib-Sea 
Company,  ur  Mr.  Hubert  Siirmsn  his  deputy, 
Turner  and  Cuutpniiy  louk  In  30,000/  Soulb- 
Sea  stock,  and  gave  lUr.  Knight,  or  Mr.  Surman, 
a note  fur  the  same,  at  nhicb  lime  Mr.  Knight 
paid  into  Turner  and  company  07,080/.  Is.  Sd. 
upon  the  geueral  ca.,h  account  between  thusnid 
Turner  oml  ciimpiuiy,  and  Knight  or  Surmiin 
as  cashier  uf  the  tsnucli-Seii  Company;  and 
that  on  the  33cb  of  Match  fojloiriiig,  the  exa- 
ifiinant,  by  order  of  the  said  Kniglil  or  Surman, 
transferred  the  sniil  stock  to  James  Craggs, 
sen.  esq.  docrased,  without  receiving  any 
monry,  or  cousideratiun  from  him  for  the  same, 
aod  at  the  same  time  took  up  bis  said  note,  and 
believes  it  WHS  upon  the  file,  as  other  notes 
usually  are.  That  he  did,  by  the  direction  of 
this  {^rnniittce  (lie  oiglit  liefore  this  exaoiinn- 
iioii,  (which  was  on  the  19th  of  April  instant) 
seiirch  upon  the  file,  and  nut  finding  it  there, 
he  went  to  sir  George  Cnswall  to  enquire  after 
the  said  note,  and  acquainted  him  that  in  search- 
ing for  the  note  on  the  file,  be  could  not  find  it 
there;  whereu]>on  sir  George  told  the  exami- 
nant, that  lie  himself  bad  the  note  not  lung 
ago,  and  believed  it  wns  in  his  scrutoire,  and 
accordingly  tent  bis  lady  to  search  for  it ; who 
returned  while  this  examinant  was  (here,  and 
(ns  the  examinant  believes)  brought  several 
papers  ; upun  which  sir  George  Caswail  told 
the  examinant,  he  would  look  for  (be  note, 
and  send  it  to  bim  the  next  muming,  before 
he  attended  the  Committee,  if  be  conld  find 
it;  but  the  examinant-saiil,  he  bad  not  then 
received  it,  nor  bad  heard  from  air  G.  Caswail. 

Hereupon  your  Committee  sent  for  sir  Geoige 
Caswail,  wbo  lieing  examined  says,  that  about 
six  weeks  since,  James  Craggs,  sen.  esq;  the 
post-master, desired  the  exnminantto  look  npon 
the  files  nf  Turner  nod  company,  for  a note 
for  the  delivery  of  30,000/.  Soulb^a  stock, 
which  lind  been  aigued  by  Jacob  Sawbridge, 
(another  uf  the  partners  ofTurner  and  company, 
on  account  of  himself  and  company)  ia  these 
words,  or  lo  this  effect  r 
• I promise  to  deliver  to  Rohm  Knight,  or 
< his  order,  or  bearer,  30,000/.  South-Sea  stock 
* for  value  received and,  (os  he  believes)  was 
dated  the  ficb  day  of  February,  1719,  which 
note  wnscaocelled,  thestockllrerem  mentioned, 
baviag  been  transferred  to  ibe  said  Mr.  Cmggs, 
accordiug  to  the  import  of  the  ssid  note.  That 
the  examianntdid  desire  the  servants  ufTurner 
and  company  to  look  out  this  note,  which  they 
accordingly  did,  and  found  it  cancelled,  and  on 
the  file,  and  gave  it  to  the  examinanc,  who  de- 
livered it  to  Mr.  Craggs,  supposing  he  would 
only  have  rearl  and  returned  it ; but  he  kept  it ; 
aaying,  it  might  be  of  some  use  to  bitn  npun  aii 
occasion,  upun  which  tbeexnininaiH  left  it  with 
him.  That  Mr.  Cng’^  n->r  any  body  by  his 
order,  never  returned  clus  note  to  tlie  exami- 
nant, nor  has  the  examioant  seen  it,  till  the 
morning  on  which  he  wna  examined ; that  as  he 
WBS_  cumm^vtiui  £QOroipsJ!«i)v%li  cs;usiaitd,  San 
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Tfie  examinnni  sajs,  lie  verilji  beltevet  cUe 
»aid  HUM  of  Softool,  abcwu  him  lij  Mr.  Crag^s, 
was  the  same  iioco  wLiuU  Mr.  Kuighc  feceiverl 
from  Turoer  aud  company,  upon  fiis  piying 
Uium  llie  liel'oronicnlioiivci  sum  of  <17, OW/.  1(. 
O'i.  i'UK  tfuriug  the  lime  tliat  ilie  proposals 
ofilic  Souih-Sev  Cuiopuuypuidilie  bill  ihereio 
relating,  was  dt-pendiog  ii>  pnrliamcpc,  be  ob- 
served ibesnid  Mr.  Craegs  more  frequently  tvitli 
Mr.  Kuigbl,  than  any  body  else ; and  beeves 
be  iuflucuced  Mr.  KuigUt  in  many  tilings  re- 
latiug  CO  stock  and  sutMcripiious.  .That  Mr. 
Craggs  never  meiuioncd  tliU  30,U00f.  stock  (o 
tlic  exaaiinaiic,  lill  since  the  said  Mr.  Craggs's 
examinaiinn  before  itie  Coimnictee.  He  says, 
be  bad  not  any  dealings  wiili  Mr.  Craggs  npon 
bis  own  account,  bnt  dial  uicb  transfers  of 
(tuck,  as  lie  Iiss  made  tn  Mr.  Craggs,  weie 
piade  by  Mr.  Koiglic’s  directions;  and  pant- 
culivly  asum  of  4,0001.  stock  transferred  tbetlb 
of  March  17 19,  (being  part  of  die  sums  men- 
tioned in  die  said  Appeudix,  No  1.)  That  iic 
does  not  know  dial  Mr.  Crag^s  paid  any  mo- 
ney for  diis  Slock,  and  vrbeiber  it  was  Mr. 
Eoighi's  or  die  Conipaoy'a  stock, die  examinant 
ponuQt  tell. 

Sir  7uAb  m«nl  being  c.xainined,  says,  that  be 
W9S  not  privy  to  any  of  Mr.  Crawl’s  trunsac- 
tioni,  but  bas  eery  oitcu  seen  biin  at  Mr. 
Kniglic's.  As  CO  cbe  SO.OOOi.  stock  iceiitioned 
in  the  auouni  now  produoed.to  biin,  and  said 
to  be  tri'isferred  to  Mr.  Crag^  by  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  be  says,  ha  can  give  iipaocaant  iliereof, 
sure  (bat  be  believes  ii  is  the  same  auu>,  men- 

iioned  io  bis  funoei  examinaiiau,  to  be  held 
jr  the  said  Mr.  Cni^.  That  bo  betiaves  the 
quid  30,0001.  sotek  was  bi)U‘.(bi  by  Mr.  Kuiglit, 
|lic  Sd>  day  of  Febroarj  1719,  upon  liis  own 
acciiunt,  ami  is  not  cluirged  in  ba  sold  by  tbc 
Curnpaiiy,  iHI  tbcSfdiday  offebruary;  (erbicb 
is  die  ticoe  ibvt  Mr,  Craggs  detired  the  quanticy 
pf  stuck,  os  tbe  ekainiuanl  has  sitid  in  his  for- 
iner  eKaminaiiuu)  from  which  time,  dll  dm  SSth 
pf  March  following,  be  bclieses  it  was  held  by 
the  Soucli-Sea  Company,  for  the  bcuci.lt  of  Mr. 

Sraggs,  CO  whom  it  oppauis  to  be  traiisferrod  by 
Ir.  Sawbridge  on  the  said  SQcb  of  March. 
That  Sawbrii^e  nnd  Company,  were  comiuou 
n-tines  made  use  of  by  several  peKmis,  as  trus- 
tees, to  conceal  tbe  true  buyers  or  sellers  of 
Suudi-Sea  stqck. 

Mr.  Jamft  GrauBKcr  being  examined  ss  to 
the  Slim  of  9,000/.  Suotb-Sea  stock,  iransferr^ 
by  him  to  James  Ctaggs,  sen.  esq.  un  the  4tb 
day  of.  February,  1719,  be  snys,  diat  he  did  cm 
the  3d  or  4lh  of  February,  1710,  sell  9,000i 
Souib-Sea  acock,  aud  ibac  sir  George  GasnoU 
puiil  tiim  die  Enmiey  fur  it.  Tiiat  U[>r>ii  iiispeo- 
tioii  of  the  transnsr  books  of  die  Sontb-Sen 
Company,  mu  the  day  of  hiaezuniantiuo  (beice 
the  IQib  of  April  insUiit)  he  8nds  that  be 
transferred  die  said  9,000/.  stock  to  Mr. 
Craegs. 

Your  conmuUce  fuitlier  represent  tn  (be 
House,  that  ibcy  hove  dtsenverod  that  Uw  said 
Ml.  Craggs  bad  very  considepible  dealing  io 
Soaib-Se&i  M9^iiwikb,.Mc.iiIpcibcwiVeymus4ri 
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sold,  a broker,  between  die  SOili  of  January 
171d,nnd  the  SOib  of  ilny  following,  amnundog 
to  43,000/.  Slock  i ao  account  whereof,  as  die 
some  ban  been  doIiveredtoyonrCi'ininiiiee,  by 
the  said  Mr.  Weimoudsold,  is  bereunto  annex- 
ed ill  Che  Appendix,  No.  If.  Ainl  your  Com- 
iiiiuee  etauiining  the  said  Mr.  Weyinuodsnld, 
he  says,  dial  on  tbe  96di  of  Februor.r  1719, 
Janies  Craggs,  sen.  esq.  gave  tbe  exauuuaac 
directiiiti  to  bay  20,000/.  Soudi-Sea  stuck  for 
him;  iliac  tbo  exaimuaiic  did  accordingly  buy 
QU  dim  day  10,000/.  isoutb-Sea  stock,  I’ur  Mr. 
Craggs,for  17,429/.  IQe.;  4000/.  of  which  was 
translcrred  by  Mr..Suriiiaii  to  Mr.  Cntggs,  the 
4tb  of  March  1719,  by  orderof  dieoxiimiiiuai; 
for  which  stock  die  exainiiiaat  received  of  Mr. 
Cragga  die  sum  uf  (i,94Ai.  and  paid  die 
sum  to  Mr.  Sunnnu,aud  tbe  other  0,000/.  stuck 
die  cxiiminant  delivered  to  Turner  and  com- 
pany, by  die  order  of  nod  fur  tbe  use  of  die 
said  Mr.  Cmi^s;  and  Tamer  and  company 
paid  the  cKUtuinaot,  by  Mr.  Craggs's  iinler^ 
lO.SOd/.  far  dm  sniae  i 1 hat  die  exaininafli  not 
bnybg  the  whole  90,0001.  so  soon  us  Mr.  Craggi 
expected,  the  said  Mr.  Craggi  told  ibe  exami- 
naiic.  Chat  Mr.  John  Uuinpbreys  had  bought 
fur  him  dm  oilier  10,000/.  '1  hat  die  exanu- 
aaiic  did,  on  the  4th  of  Alorcb  1719,  by  order 
uf  the  said  Mr.  Craggs,  deliver  lo  Mr.  Knight, 
auotlier«uiB  of  10,000/,  Soad>-Sra  stock,  lor 
ib«  use  of  tbe  said  .Mr.  Craggs,  mild  diM  Mr. 
Knight  paid  die  exsmuianc  17,000/.  for  iht 
same,  (bat  two  or  three  days  afcerwards,  die 
'etaiuinuuc,  by  directioos  of  the  said  Mr. 
Craggs,  touk  of  Mr.  Humphreys  the  said 
10,000/.  Soueb-Sea  stuck,  which  be  bad  boughs 
for  Mr.  Criiggs,  and  pmd  him  iJ  ftOOl.  for ' the 
said  stock,  beins  li>a  mouey  which  be  (ihe  exa- 
minant) had  beicK  received  of  Mr.  Kuigbt  at 
afuM'said. 

Y'our  uoaimiitee,  in  the  course  of  (heir  en- 
quiry, Gndiog  it  aeuessary  to  Im  iofurioed  wlBi 
quantities  uf  stock  Jutpes  Cniggs,  sen.  esq.  de- 
ceased, bod  ill  bis  own  right,  at  die  time  uf  ha 
daulli,  dirccied  die  proper  nlfrcersof  tbeSuulli- 
Sea  Cumpaoy,  Eost-imliu  Company,  aod  Bank 
of  England,  u>  lay  befire  coeni  accounts  tlierecd 
cBspectiuviy,  touid  end  yourCuoiuittve  might 
put  what  relates  Cu  Che  said  James  Graggs  in  ss 
clear  a light  os  possible,  hefure  (bis  House, 
which  accounts  are  as  follows,  tiz. 

Slock  iu  die  Snudi-Sea  Company,  67, 000/. 

Suick  ia  ihe  F.ast-Iodia  Cooipany,  34,000^ 

SiiKkta  tlw  Bauk  of  England,  l.OUO/. 

Ainounluig  in  Che  whole  to  l!!9,000/.  copiial 
stock:  Accjonis  whereof  are  bereuiitii  ami»a 
ed  in  the  before  BieDiioncd  Appeudix  No.  1, 
Olid  in  the  Appendix  Mo.  III. 

YourCominillsefiftdiug  th.it  severs!  hroke« 
n»<l  utlien  had  been  cuiicemed  in  partnership 
wiili  Mr.  Knight,  in  buyiag  and  eeiluif:  great 
quantities  of  Soutii-&a  stack,  and  in  giving 
money  Ibr  refusals,  you;  Gommittee  piocec*** 
to  examine  die  several  persuns  frdlowiog,  idot- 
iiig  tbcrrlu. 

Mr.  iV/tord  Oircit  being  exumineil, 
dwtlie  HwsButteerwdiioMidjnsitb  Mr.Holdiu* 
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«nd  Mr.  Knight,  in  bu;ri‘>£  ahnut  80,000/. 
SgutlhSeu  atock,  in  Dcctuilier  1710,  uhii;li4ie 
Iteliavea  at  the  Utne  MM>iiyiiig  was  hi  linve  been 
vquali;  divided  umnii^  llieiu  j but  in  a few  dn>s 
nlieririit  their  nuud,  U,e  saiiiu  Itucit  was 
out  »t  SSI.  lut». 

That  Mr.  Kni^it  sninc  time  after  told  the 
eaaininaiit,  1%  I, ad  bauglit  tome  tiocit  fi>r  biin- 
aell.aud  if  t{ie  eiaininanC  woulil  Inivr  a putt  of 
it,  Air.  Kuigiii  anid,  he  would  deliver  it  to  him 
at  llie  some  price  lie  i>nid  for' it,  and  the  eaaaii 
nnnt  did  accordingly  taltcof  Air.  Knight  6,000/ 
at  134  to  136,  nod  4,00U/.  nl  177  to  178,  which 
leveral  prices  he  puul  Mr.  Kiiiglit  by  ndjusl- 

Tliut  Mr.  Koighi  told  the  examiuBot  he  had 
had  a truiisaoiioii  in  SonOi-Sca  atuck  (o$  ihe 
.eaniuiuaut  believes)  by  which  Mr.  lioight  gain- 
ed S,5U0/.  or  cbeneubuQts,  and  that  lie  paid  the 
eaujuinant  1,913/.  lOi.  6d.  tor  iiis  own  ute, 
teJliog  (be  exomiaaDc,  that  it  was  hie  tbare  of 
that  proSc. 

He  says,  that  at  the  siiutting  of  the  books,  in 
Decenibw  1719,  it  was  a general  talk,  iliat 
something  would  be  done  to  mend  the  Souilt- 
Sea  stocl^  and  that  be  tbo'n  heard  it  wns  likely 
some  proposals  would  be  uHerad  to  the  House 
of  Cummont  relating  to  tliat  mutter ; Being 
asked  from  nbom  be  beard  it,  says,  he  believes 
ho  might  have  iienrd  it  from  Mr.  Knight,  and 
^bahly  from  some  of  the  directors. 

That  some  time  be/iire  Christmas  1719,  there 
was  a quantity  of  South-Sea  stock  bought  and 
told,  ia  which  tliis  examinant, Mr.Kui^t, and 
Mr.  Strode,  were  concerned  with  Turner  ami 
cdmpaiw,  by  which  transaction  the  examinant 
giuoed  for  liis  pnrt  (to  the  best  of  his  teincm* 
braooa)  between  4 and  390/. 

Tltac  after  the  ibuumg  of  the  Soutb*Sca 
hooks,  in  December  1710,  Mr.  Strode  bought 
huye  quantities  of  Soutli-Sea  slock,  at  diSecenc 
prices,  some  of  whicbscock  nassold,anc(the 
teiuoindet  taken  and  paid  for;  thtti  these  rrans- 
acciuns  wete  on  the  ncoounc  of  the  exainiiiaiic, 
Mr.  Strode,  Turner  and  company,  and  Air. 
Knight,  who  were  equally  couceme'd:  Tliac  in 
tb«  luontli  of  February,  they  came  to  an  adjust* 
DicnC,  and  upon  making  up  the  whole  account 
oi  tUiok  boo^  and  rrfuwls  given,  the  exami- 
nant received  10,500/.  SouilfSja  stock  as  his 
^lare,  upon  paying  Mr.  Strode  0^0/.  or 
tbereaiiuuisi' And  as  to  tlia  particulars  of  such 
transactiuos,  he  rulers  luuismf  to  Mr.  Strode, 
who  kept  the  accuunp. 

The  said  Sutmel  Strode,  being  examined, 
says,  that  he  dkl  on  the  2Gth  of  February  1719, 
buyofGeuige  Steed  1,500/.  stock  tit  170},  of 
Thomas  Carboimel  9,000/.  at  the  same  price; 
of  Abraham  Cordoso  2,000/.  and  of  Moses 
Barrow,  14,500/.  at  the  same  price,  which  sums 
were  so  bought  by  him  on  account  of  Elias 
Torner,  sir  George  CiiswuU,  Mr.  Satvhridge, 
and  ilie  examinant,  mIui  were  parinevs  Cberton, 
in  equal  four  parts. 

That  on  (he  81st  of  March  1790,  Air.  Tes- 
taid,  a broker,  bought  by  this  exaniiuuui's  di- 
4ec(iou,  fmdfer,I^i^e^4w/ol|i))fji® 
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EOfiOh  at  90.1,  per  cent  5,000/.  aWW5,  S.Ouit 
ui  300. 0,000/.  at  308,  and  6.000/.  nt  310;  an<l 
tlie  tmue  tlay  (be  exmainniit  bought  !mn>eir  'or 
his  nivu  u,e  at  309,  of  Eilnard  Aildcily, 
300/.  at  sua,  uf  James  Kouml;  that  be  paid 
lur  all  ihe*e  s'lras  by  money  or  udjusccncmt. 

And  tliiiicxnmiuani  says,  that  ha  did  uh  iba 
25th  of  March  1720,  buy  of  Mr.  Kriigui  1,000/. 
Sdutli  Sea  iu>ck,  fne  Ids  own  use,  at  the  race  of 
SIO/.  per  ccoL  Aud  the  exainiiiluii  tiiys,  clioC 
lie  was  concerned  la  liuting  ami  s<  ihug  several 
liirge  quantities  uf  South  Sen  stuck,  uod  in 
giving  out  money  fur  refusals  of  stock,  in  part- 
nership wkh  the  said  Turner,  Casw  all,  and  Saw- 
bridge,  Mr.  Knight,  and  Air.  O-'eu,  ui.  the 
said  Vurner,  Cuswall,  and  Sawhritlge,  and  tlie 
etainiaant  in  one  li^,  und  Mr.  Knight,  and 
Mr.  Unen,  in  the  other  half;  the  lutal  vf  tlie 
stock,  buughc  by  (heut,  u<id  money  given  fur  re- 
fusals, amounting  to  about  695 ,000/.  slock,  ac- 
counts wberenf  ure  to  tbit  extuninaiiuD  an- 
nexed, and  signed  by  him,  which  accuuuu,  lie 
says,  are  true. 

Mr.  Richard  SMUch,  a bte  director,  being 
examined,  says,  be  wos  onecoocenied  in  hay- 
ing and  selling  15  or  20,000/.  Sautli  Sea  stock, 
and  Mys  he  wits  concerned  another  lime  with 
Mr.  Enighi,in  Holland,  in  buying  stuck  there, 
and  selling  it  again,  uf  wliichbis  port  wus  ubuut 
26,000/.  stock,  by  which  tlie  exnuiintuit  gained 
about  3,000/.  and  says  be  knows  of  on  other 
crartsactiun  with  Mr.  Knight,  or  Mr.  Owen^ 
eiiber  in  stock  or  sal»criptii>ns,  since  Michael- 
mas 1719. 

YourCiiiUmittee  being  informed,  that  Joseph 
Shaw,  broker,  had  been  very  much  concerned, 
ill  buying  and  selling  South  Sea  stuck  lur  Mr.. 
Knight,  they  sent  for  the  said  Shaw,  who  being 
examined,  says,  that  he  had  vert  large  tnosac* 
tions  with  Mr.  Knight,  but  Air,  Knt-ht  clwrged 
him  not  Co  keep  any  account  in  his  books,  nor 
bes  (be  examiiiimt  any  cash  account  with  Mr. 
Knight,  entered  in  any  of  bis  bonks,  but  gave  it 
in,^m  day  to  day,oasiieeuof  paper ; that  he 
always  paid  or  gave  notes  or  hille  uii  guldimiihs 
ibr  the  stock  and  suhecrlptions  tvluch  he  from 
time  CO  time,  sold  for  Air.  Knight,  and  which 
was  delivertvl ; that  Mr.  Kniglit  was  very  angry 
with  this  examinant,  nii  Ins  giving  into  (be 
House  of  Lords  an  account  ol  stock  sold  by 
him  for  Mr.  Kuigbt;  that  he  desired  cl«  ' 
examinant  to  defer  giving  in  tbe  said  account 
to  tlie  Lords,  liud  that  be  would  give  liun  tbe 
names  of  persons  ibc  w hmn  the  stock  wns  sold, 
which  be  vbould  iaseitiu  that  account:  Rue 
Biis  examinant  did  not  receive  such  names 
Itoiu  iiini.  That  this  examinant  wav  with  AJr. 
Knight  severs!  tunes,  two  or  tliree  days  belbre 
he  went  away,  and  Mr.  Knight  desired  to  see 
Uie  account  wliich  (Ins  exaimuaui  iiitcnurd  to 
give  in  10  (be  llunse  of  Lunlv,  of  stock  txiught 
aud  sold  Air  him:  lUnC about  tbeThnfdny  tm- 
hire  Ur,  Kuight  went  away,  ibis  exuruioaiu  in- 
quired, at  the  ueasury  ufiice,  where  Mr.  Kiiigb. 
wav;  and  was  told,  he  was  goue  tu  dm  otiwr 
end  uf  the  town ; by  wliich  he  understunds,  to 
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}i»  !»iccr>booI[,  in  the  alphiibet  of  which,  Mr. 
Koigbt't  name  is  emcred;'  buc  the  three  leaves, 
*0  which  it  refers,  are  tom  out:  Sajs,  Those 
iestves  were  torn  out  hj  him,  )>^are  t!:e  sitting 
of  purUuQient,  b;  Mr.  Knight’s  direction,  in  the 
treasury,  or  some  other  room  in  the  South  Sea 
house:  Says,  There  might  be  something  and 
some  othiT  names,  in  those  three  leaves,  which 
are  not  in  the  paper  produced  by  him  at  his 
examination  : That  he  knows  of  no  lord,  nor 
commoner,  named  in  those  three  leaves,  save 
wbnt  are  in  the  said  paper  produced;  ubicli 
paper,  he  says,  he  took  from  liii  jouriml,  I'nim 
which  the  entries  were  posted  into  the  said 
three  leaves  of  the  said  ledger;  but  cannot 
say,  that  the  same  is  an  exact  copy:  produced 
aereml  other  books,  several  of  the  leaves  of 
which  are  Corn  oat,  which  concern  Mr.  Knight : 
That  tliis  examinant  never  kept  a cnsh-liooK  in 
his  life:  Time  all  stock,  lioi^ht  and  sold,  is 
transferred  or  posted  from  his  journal,  produced  ' 
at  his  examiiiaciuD,  into  Ills  sard  ledgers:  hut 
the  jouriisl  does  not  contain  oil  the  mutters  con- 
cr  rniiig  money,  that  are  entered  iu  Ids  ledgers : 
That  page  80  and  81  ate  torn  out  of  one  of 
his  ledgers:  Tiint  page  0, 10,  and  11,  are  torn 
nut  of  another  of  li!S  ledgers:  That  page  1,S, 
3,  4.  8,  and  9,  are  tom  nut  of  another  ledger, 
marked  3..-  as  alo  page  7, defaced;  all  which 
pages,  be  remembers,  contained  accounts  of 
Mr.  Knight;  and  are  referred  to  in  the  several 
alphabets  of  those  ledgers:  That  all  these 
ledgers  begin  in  January  1719. 

kiiur  Committee  have  other  mailers  under 
their  consideration,  upon  which  Aiey  are  pro- 
ceeding ; and  will,  in  a short  time,  lay  (he 
same  before  the  House. 

The  said  Report  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  cansiderucion  upon  this  day  seven  oigiit. 

Delate  in  the  Cmmors  on  the  State  of  the 
Puhlic  Crcdif-l  April  25.  Mr.  SAippen  stood 
up,  and  cook  notice,  Tliat  the  House  bod  sere 
a lung  ivhile,  and  nothing  had  yet  been  duoe 
towards  the  restoring  oP  Public  Credit : that, 
indeed,  a member  of  great  parts  and  abilities 
had,  at  first,  proposed  n Scheme  for  that  pui^ 
pose;  but  chat,  losiead  of  proving  an  eSeccuai 
remedy,  it  appeareil  at  last  to  be  a mere  pallia- 
tive, which  Wi  rather  inflamed  chan  alletiacrd 
the  distemper : tliat  by  this  time,  a whole  in- 
jured nation  called  aloud  for  vengeance;  and 
if  they  neglected  to  hear  Che  voice  of  che  peo- 
ple, it  would  look  as  if  they  had  a mind  to  pro- 
voke them  CO  do  themselves  justice.  That  it 
was  ever  his  opinion,  that  the  only  effectual 
means  to  restore  Credit,  was  to  call  chose  to  a 
strict  account,  who  Imd  ruined  i( ; and,  in 
particular,  ail  such  as  bad  applied  any  part  of 
the  puhlic  money,  intrusted  in  their  hands,  in 
stock  jobbing,  and  hsd  raised  vast  fortunes  by 
Tobbingche  Public.  Andsobemoved,“Thatit 
he  an  mstniction  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy, 
that  they  inquire  what  public  money  had  been 
empinye'd  by  any  treasurer,  cashier,  collector, 
receiver,  or  other  officer  concemri  in  the  re- 
ceipt or  payment  of  the  public  money,  or  of  any 


[79* 

other  part  of  his  majesty's  revenue,  or  by  any 
in  trust  for  them,  or  by  ilieir  order,  in  buying 
stock  or  subscriptions  in  the  South  Sea,  or  any 
other  com  pony,  ur  in  annuities,  or  other  parlia- 
mencaiy  securities,  or  otherwise  making  use  of 
or  employing  the  same,  to  their  privaie  ad- 
vantage,  since  Che  Isc  of  December,  17iey 
Sir  Wdliam  Wyndham  seconded  ehismocion; 
adding  wichal,  “ That  there  was  reason  la  ap- 
prehend, that  the  public  money  bad  not  been 
administered  wiihdue  ceconomy,  particularly  m 
reliicion  co  some  foreign  Troops,  that  wece  ia 
the  pay  of  England  and  Holland,  iluting  ibe 
last  war,  to  whom  great  sums  liad  of  late  been 
allowed,  on  account  of  pretended  ai  reurs,  afeet 
they  bad  separated  from  llie  English  geueral: 
and  therefore  he  moved.  That  the  Iste  Com- 
missioners appoinierl  Co  examine,  Mule,  and  <le> 
lenitiue  the  Debts  due  Co  che  Army,  and  to 
examine  and  state  the  demauils  of  several 
foreign  princes  and  states,  for  subsidies,  during 
the  late  v>ar,  be  ordered  to  lay  before  ibe 
House  Copies  of  the  several  warrants  and  sign- 
manuals,  by  virtue  of  which  they  issued  any 
certificates.”  Hereupon, 

Mr.  R.  Walpole  said.  That  he  wondered  to 
hear  of  such  a motion,  when  a little  afler  (be 
king's  coming  (o  the  crown,  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment had  been  made  for  payment  of  those 
arrears;  sud  that  the  commissioners  nf  no- 
counts  had,  undoubtedly,  acted  uccordingioibe 
intent,  and  meaning  of  tbit  act.  To  this 
Mr.  Lechmere  replied.  That  he  was  not 
agninst  the  motion  that  sir  Willirin  Wyndham 
had  made,  neillicr  on  the  ulher  hand,  was  lie 
about  tojustify  it:  but  he  would  ffeely  tell  the 
gentleman  (meaning  Mr.  R.  Walpole)  who  0|> 
posed  it,  That  while  the  nation  was  under  the 
pressure  of  heavy  dehis,  he  must  expect  chat 
many  such  motions  woulil  be  marie,  in  order  to 
; find  out  ineibads  to  ease  the  public  burden. 
That  as  chat  gentleman  was  now  in  a higher 
pose  than  formerly,  so  a great  deal  more 
was  expected  from  him ; the  rather  because  the 
Scheme  which  he  had  proposed  at  the  beginning 
of  this  session,  fur  the  raising  the  stocks,  and  re- 
storing public  credit,  bad  not  had  the  desired 
effect. 

Mr.  R.  Wolpate  replied,  That  it  was  known 
I CO  every  body,  that  he  ever  was  against  (be 
' South  Sea  scheme,  and  had  done  all  that  ia  his 
' power  lay,  to  hinder  its  taking  place  : but  iiaw 
the  mischief  was  done,  and  things  were  brought 
to  such  eairemities,  lie  thought  it  his  duty,  and 
I therefore  was  willing  to  try  the  best  method  be 
: could  think  of,  tu  extricate  (he  nation  out  of 
I the  difficulties  into  which  they  were  ulunged: 
j that  be  did  not  pretend  Co  work  miracles;  but 
only  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  towards  re 
trieving  the  late  niisfortunes : That  with  this 
honest  intention,  he  had  promoted  a sehetna 
which  bad  been  laid  before  tiim,  and  appeared 
(be  most  plausible  of  any  then  propow,  ^ 
restoring  public  credit : i'but  it  could  not  be 
denied,  that  while  that  scheme  was  pursu^i 
bad  done  somegood,  and  keplupche  priceof 
st^s;  fcU  iipca  it  had  be** 
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laid  aside,  Thar,  liotveTer,  he  nerer  intended 
to  raise  stocks  above  the  intrinsic  value,  for 
that  tvQuId  bring  os  again  into  the  same  un> 
happv  circonutances  winch  Hie  raising  of  tbon 
luH  before  occasioned,  lie  afterwarrts  lament- 
ed (lie  ill  dispiiiition  tif  some  persons,  who,  in- 
Biead  of  concuiriD)'  with  others  in  remedying 
the  present  distempeis,  used  oil  possible  means 
to  irritate  and  exasperate  the  minds  nf  the  peo- 
ple; and  concluded  with  aiuotion^'  That  a day 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  the  State  of  the 
Public  Credit  of  the  Kingdom.”  This  motbin 
was  iinaniinously  agreed  to,  and  that  day  seven- 
niglit  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Tht  Cominoits  lake  intoComiWtration  that 
Part  of  the  Reporti  the  Cvmmtitee  of  .SV- 
erecyahicA  retaies  to  Mr.  Craggs,  ten.]  April 
se.  The  Comuuns  proceeded  to  take  into  con- 
tidcratiun  those  parts  of  ilia  lieports  of  the 
Committee  of  Socreev,  as  related  to  James 
Croftp,  esq.  deceasetT,  late  Posc-Master-Ce- 
fierol,  which  having  been  read,  Mr.  Broderick 
moved,  Tliuttbe  said  Mr.  Croggs  liaving  taken 
40,0001.  South  Sea  stock,  without  paying  for  it, 
orgiving  tulEcieiit  security  forihe  payment  of 
the  same,  bis  estate  might  be  made  liable  to  the 
same  forfeitures  with  those  of  the  luce  Di- 
rectors. Hereupon 

Mr.  Grei/  Reville  desired.  That  the  gentle- 
men concerned  in  this  ntf.iir,  two  of  whom 
were  members  of  (he  House,  might  hrst  be 
beard  by  iheircounsel,  and  produce  what  wit- 
nesses they  had,  before  the  House  came  to  any 
resolution  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  seconded  him,  and  in 
particular,  said,  He  hoped  tlie  House  would 
nvt  break  their  known  rules,  which  were,  nut 
to  condemn  any  one  wilfauut  first  hearing  them; 
and  sure  iliey  would  not  deny  this  piece  of 
fuscice  to  tfaeir  own  members. 

Mr.  ifuraiio  Rslpofo spoke  to  the  same  pur- 
pose ; and  then 

Mr.  Trefttur,  member  for  Penryo,  stood  op, 
and  said.  That  neither  he  nor  .Mr.  Newsham 
were  at  all  prepared,  not  expecting  that  this 
slfair  would  have  emuc  on  this  day,  because 
there  was  another  part  in  the  Ueport  iiefore  ii, 
and  therefore  be  desired  the  House  would  gire 
them  lime  to  get  their  witnesses : He  mldrd. 
He  nerer  bail  been  used  to  speak  in  the  House, 
or  hut  very  rarely,  and  his  brotlier-in  law,  Mr, 
Newslinm,  member  fiir  Leslwilhiel,  not  at  all, 
which  be  boped  ibe  House  would  take  into 
cunaideratiou,  and  allow  them  counsel  to  speak 
for  them  : That  by  Mr.  Craggs's  deatti,  his 
estate  was  devolved  to  them  and  Mr.  Elliot, 
in  right  of  ilieir  wires,  the  deceased's  three 
doogliters ; Tbatthere  was  no  maimer  of  crime 
laid  to  their  eba^e;  and  since  Mr.  Crapes  was 
dead,  and  could  not  answer  for  himself,  lie 
hoped  tlie  House  would  allow  them  time  and 
couDvel. 

This  was  opposed  by  sir  Joseph  Jekyll : but 

Mr.  Robert  K'dfpolesaid,  That  since  the  two 
penileaieo  coocemed  bad  not  been  used  to  speak 
iailie  House^'iisd  (haRfoieweteMllikely  tis 


make  so  good  a defeiicc  as  otherwise  they 
might,  be  Uioughc  it  reasonable  to  allow  ihein 
counsel,  and  give  tlieiD  time  to  prepare.  To 
this 

Mr.  Lecbmere  replied.  That  it  might,  indeed, 
seem  somewhst  hard  to  deny  counsel  to  gentle- 
men ivho  were  not  used  to  speak  in  the  House; 
but  he  doubted  not  but  that  goud  natured  grii- 
tlciiiau  tasc  spoke  last,  wl^o  liad  so  good  a ra- 
pacity, and  was  so  able  to  advise  them,  would 
sit  by  liiein,  iiinl  by  iiis  assistance  be  as  uselul 
to  them,  as  if  they  bad  counsel,  as  he  bad  been 
to  several  others  in  the  like  case. 

No  return  was  made  CO  this  reply,  upon  whicii 
the  motion  for  uUowingcounsel  was  dropt. 

The  Commons  resolve  that  the  Estate  <f  the 
late  Mr.  Crapgs  be  applied  to  the  Relief  of  the 
Sentth  Sia  Stiferersi^  May  1.  Die  order  of 
the  day  for  caking  into  cunsideratimi  thnsa 
pnrcs  of  die  Reports  from  the  Commiicee  of  Se- 
crecy, whidi  related  to  Mr.  Jnuies  Cnq^s,  ile- 
ceased,  late  postmaster  genenil,  being  read, 
and  several  evidences  being  examined,  the 
House  came  to  the  following  Resolutionv : 

1.  “Tnat  it  appears  to  the  Huuse,  iliac  James 
Crnggs,  esq.  laic  puscinascer  general,  did,  in 
I'ebruary  1719,  during  ibe  lime  time  ihe  pro- 
posals of  the  South  Sea  Company  were  de- 
pending in  parliament,  with  n eurrnpe  inten- 
tion, apply,  to  und  sulioit  Robert  Kmght,  late 
cashier  ufthe  said  Company,  for  a large  quan- 
tity of  South  Sea  stock,  lu  he  held  by  the  said 
Comjmny  forhis  own  use  and  benefit. 

3.  “ Tlmi  un  or  about  the  37tli  of  Febraarr, 
1711,  asum  of  SO.OOOl.  capiiul  stock  of  tlie 
South  Sea  Company,  wliicli  bad  hern  ukon 
in,  and  paid  for  out  of  Ihc  ca-b  of  the  said 
Company,  was,  upon  the  sulidiminn  of  ilie 
said  Jiimes  Craggs,  helrl  by  the  sad  Company 
fur  the  useanrt  benefit  of  the  said  James  Craggs, 
wliiclisaid  Sn.OOOl.  stock  was  afeernards.  on 
iheSBili  of  IVJnrdi,  1730,  transferred  to  the 
ssirl  Juinrs  Cratigs.  < 

3.  “That  on  the  4th  of  March,  1719,  a 
farther  sum  of  10,000/.  capital  stork  uf  tho 
South  Sen  CimpnTiy,  was  taken  in,  and  paid  for 
it  oucol  the  cash  uf  the  siiiil  Company,  by  the 
said  Itoberc  Knight,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  ssbl  James  Craggt. 

4.  “ Tliuc  ilie  said  James  Craggs  wes  a no- 
torious accomplice  anri  confedemie  with  the 
said  Robe  rt  Knight,  and  some  of  the  late  Di- 
rectors of  the  South  Sea  Compuny,  in  carrying 
on  Uieir  corrupt  and  scandaluHS  practices,  and 
did,  by  bis  wicked  influence,  and  for  his  own 
exorbitant  gain,  promote  and  encourage  the  per- 
nicious execution  of  the  late  Snoth  Sen  reliemo. 

5.  •'  That  ail  the  Estate,  real  and  personal,  of 
which  the  said  James  Craggs  was  seized  or 
possessed  from  and  after  the  1st  <lay  of  Dec. 
17 19, (over  and  above  what  he  sinnd  seized  Or 

ossessed  of  no  the  said  Utduy  of  December) 

e applied  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  cb« 
unhappy  sufferers,  in  the  South  Sea  Company, 
and  for  deterriug  all  persons  from  cominitliDg 

>ihc'hbo'viiek«d'p(actiowrcn<kifflls'io  cotoe.” 
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Deiale  in  the  Cvumms  on  the  State  of  Ikt 
TfdiUc  Credit.]  May  9.  Th«  Coninioiis,  in  a 
CommiUeowrtliewliole House, took  iiitu  coi.- 
sideraiinn  ilie  Public  Credit  of  this  kingdom, 
ond  after  readme  ibe  Proceedings  and  Reaolu- 
tiuus  of  die  eeneml  court  of  tbe  South  Sea 
Cumpanv,  belli  tbeSSrdof  Decembn',  1720,  ns 
also  the  Iti  suiuCions  of  the  geoeral  court  of  the 
anid  Company,  bold  the  9di  and  18tli  days  of 
March,  1790,  relating  to  the  tnor  mooey-sub- 
scriptions, 

Ur.  Stiiper  opened  the  debate,  and^ook  no> 
tice,  that  une  of  the  principal  causes  of  (he 
ruin  of  Public  Credit,  was  die  fraudulent  deal* 
ing  of  die  South  Sea  directors,  sriib  the  pro* 
prietors  of  the  redeemnbies,  and  ocher  public 
debts,  and  with  (lie  money*aahscribers.  He 
was  >econded  by  the  Master  of  the  Roils,  and 
backeii  by  Mr.  IJutcbeiion  and  the  Cbancelior 
of  the  Duchy,  wh»  all  cnncluded,  that  some  re* 
lief  ought  to  be  given  to  the  said  sobscribers. 

Mr.  Milner  was  of  the  same  npinion,  and 
thereupon  moved,  ibat  the  seven  miliions  due 
from  (be  South  Sen  Company  to  die  gorem* 
luent  be  remitted.  This  was  ((Tenuously  op- 
posed by 

Mr.  Smith,  who  sbeived  bovr  absurd  it  was, 
to  pretend  tii  retrieve  Public  Credit,  by  re- 
mitiiiig,  iliac  is  by  taking  from  the  public,  so 
great  11  sum,  to  give  it  tu  prirnte  persons:  he 
owned  that  cliey  who  had  suffered  by  die  fraud 
and  mismanBgtmeni  of  die  late  South  Sea  di- 
rectors, were  worthy  objects  of  compotsiun  ; 
but  that  they  ought  to  be  relieved  nut  of  the 
esiates  of  those  wlwbadodcasioDedtbeir  losses, 
and  ant  oucof  the  public  inenev. 

This  was  answered  by  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole, 
who  was  fur  Mr.  Milner’s  mobon;  as  ivere 
also  the  lord  Tyreunuel,  Mr.  Puiieney,  Mr. 
Rnbcri  Walpole,  ool.  libtdrn,  and  loina  ndiers, 
and  though  they  tvere  opposed  by  Mr.  Shippeii, 
lerjvant  Pengclly,  und  « few  mure,  yet  die 
question  beiug  pui,  upon  Mr.  Milner’s  motion, 
it  was  corried  in  the  allirmoiivo  tiy  S21  voices 
•gainst  10*.* 

Paprrt  rrlatiBg  to  Mr.  Knight  prettnied.] 
Mayd.  Mr.  Mediuen,  by  the  king's  com*' 
mand,  laid  liefnre  the  blonSe  copies  of  several 
Letters  and  Papers  relating  to  Mr.  Knigbt, 
which  were  read : paniculariy,  a Letter  from 
Mr.  Leatbes,  the  British  rrsideoc  at  Brussels, 
cooctuning  an  account  of  (he  excuses  nnd  pre- 


* “ The  rao«c  remarkoble  passage  in  this 
day's  debate,  was  Mr.  Shippen's  Baming  • 
Great  Lady,  who  bad  a considerable  quantity 
of  South  Ma  stock  given  l>er;  aud  afterwards 
telling  a story  of  Alice  Pearce,  a celebrated 
mistress  of  king  Henry  III.  who  having  made  a 
breach  between  the  king  nod  die  Biack  Prince, 
was  twice  removed  fruut  court,  by  tlie  inteqw* 
sicion  and  snliciiadun  of  the  then  Speaker  of, 
the  House  of  Commons.  This  story  being  ' 
lonked  upon  as  implying  an  odious  parallei^ 
col.  Bladen  auiiuadverted  -upoo  it  with  some 
wannUi.”  ^Piditliuitl'^lt.' I' .' . > i.  v ..  . 
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tencea  made  use  of  to  elude  his  instances  for 
(lie  delivering  up  of  Uie  said  Mr.  Kiughi. 
Tho«p  excuses  were  thought  so  friTolous,  lint  a 
luoiiun  was  mode  for  prubibiiiog  the  impurta- 
cioD  of  all  commodiiies  of  die  growth  and  ma- 
nufacture of  the  Ausinoii  Heilierlands,  parti- 
cularly luce  and  lawn,  till  sucli  lime  as  Mr. 
Knight  had  lieen  delivered  up  and  sent  over ; 
but  it  was  dinuglit  more  proper,  diat  a Com- 
omiee  be  appointed  to  consider  uf  die  State  of 
the  Trade  between  this  kingdom  and  the  Aus- 
trian Neiberlundi,aiid  to  report  die  same,  u it 
slioiild  appear  to  them,  to  the  Huuse;  uhich 
Cumniittee  was  appointed. 

A Motion  in  favour  Mr.  Auldbiertjecied.] 

Then  a muiion  uns  made,  that  it  might  be  an 
instruction  to  the  Grand  Cominitico  oo  the 
Bill,  ‘ For  die  relief  uf  the  unhappy  sufferers,’ 
&c.  that  they  should  receive  a clause,  that  the 

Eiaieninl  rsCatc  of  M'.  .^islabie  might  not  be 
loble  to  the  same  fnrfeitureswitbihe  other  part 
of  his  estate ; but  though  this  motion  was 
strongly  supporied  by  three  members,  yet  it  was 
rejected  with  fenerid  indignation. 

Afr.  Vernon  expelled  the  House,  for  a 
nipt  Application  in  faoatir  of  Mr.  .disfcUe.] 
May  3.  Sir  Joseph  Jekyil,  master  of  the  rolls, 
acquainted  the  House,  that  be  was  directed  by 
ilie  Cominiuee  of  Secrecy  to  acquaint  the 
House,  of  an  application  made  to  a member 
of  (he  said  Committee,  relating  to  a inaicer  d^ 
pending  before  this  House,  and  thereupon 
named  the  lioo.  general  Riisse,  as  the  genda- 
tiinn  tu  whom  such  application  was  made; 
wliercupon 

.General  Roue  acquainted  tbp  Horae  that 
that  ffiorniiig,  wliilo  he  was  at  the  said  Com- 
mittee, he  received  a note,  that  a gendeuinn 
was  at  the  door  to  speak  with  biin,  and  be  went 
out,  and  found  diere  Tboinss  Vernon,  esq.  a 
member  of  this  House,  who  desired  him  lo  go 
into  a Utde  room  near,  whither  he  went;  and 
Mr.  Vernon  acquainted  biui,  that  be  had 
somediing  to  say  to  bun,  wluch  be  desired 
might  gu  no  farther’;  whereupon  general 
Uoese  toid  him,  lie  huped  he  had  aothiog  to 
say  to  bim  which  migbt  he  improper  for  hiis 
to  hear;  after  wliicli,  Mr.  VeriuMi  told  him, 
there  was  a dispoMtion  iu  the  House  to  be  is* 
vnurable  to  Mr.  Aislaliie,  in  die  Bill  upon 
which  the  House  was  to  be  in  a Committee 
thnt  day,  and  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  do 
liim  service,  and  fur  the  same,  Mr.  AislolM 
would  moke  him  any  ackdowledgEoent,  and  JO 
any  manner  be  should  lliiak  fit;  upon  which 
Mr.  Rosse,  froai  what  he  first  said,  concluding 
it  was  upou  some  corrupt  malter,  left  him  in  a 
p.ission,  and  diought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  d» 
CoiBBiittee  of  Seawy  cberewith,  aud  the  said 
Committee  diought  it  was  proper  to  have  the 
maicer  laid  before  the  House.  To  this  maiiK 
Mr.  Vernon  was  heard  in  his  place,  and 

owned  the  said  wonls  and  circumstances; 

wiilial  declaring,  That  lie  did  not  meiuloo  or 
intend  any  tbiog  of  money,  or  any  othercot* 
rept'mititur,  (did'c^g7ed'aie|wtd(M  of 
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tleman  «Ad  ofllie  Hoiuc,if  he  liiJ  coinmitccd 
aiij  u4te»cc,  he  sxjriiig  liie  wonts  nithuut  anj 
eornipi  iuieoiKui,  and  cmlj'  oe  sccuuat  of 
frienusiup,  hciilK  itosrly  refaieO  to  Air.  Aisla- 
bie,  and  il>en  Ur.  V'enutn  witl.drew. 

Uereupou  it  wps  rtsoltcd,  '*  1.  That  it  ap. 
pears  to  this  Uwise,  that  Thoioas  Vernm,  eaq. 
a member  of  thisUuase,  hath  made  a corrupt 
applicHtioii  to  general  Rosse,  a meuiher  of  this 
House,  Mid  one  of  the  Conmiiuce  of  Secrecy, 
in  relutioii  to  a matter  ■li-iiendiiie  before  tint 
Huiw.  2.  That  tfte  said  Tbomas  Vt-rnon,  esq. 
be  for  liif  said  oilence  expelled  tliia  House.'' 
It  WAS  also  onlereil,  "Thnc  ibe  thanks  of  this 
{louse  he  given  to  genera!  Rosse,  for  tlie  jus- 
tice he  had  done  to  this  Ilouse  end  to  his  couo- 
tty,  ill  lnying  theappitcatioo  made  to  hi<u  by 
Thomas  Vernon,  esq.  before  this  House.”  And 
Ur.  Speaker  gave  him  tbe  thanks  ofthe  House 
aceordiugly. 

Alter  this,  the  Commons,  ia  a graod  cuin- 
nittee,  made  some  pr>n.reis  in  tlie  Bill  for  re- 
lict'of  the  unliappy  Siiiferen  in  the  boutb  Sea 
Company,  &c.  auiJ  added  Mr.  Aislabie'a  oamo 
■nd  estnle. 

Fodhtb  RsfOKT  op  tbe  CouMrrTEE  n?  Sp- 
PBECr  <1V  TESPltOCEEDUICSOPTlIxSnVTUSca 
CuKfakT.J  May  2H.  Mr.  Clayton,  C'bnic/aaii 
of^e  Coniaiiicee  of  Secrecy,  durins  tlie  indis- 
position of  Mr.  Bnidrick,  delivered  to  the 
House  the  following  Ropurt: 

Fovbth  Repost  or  tbb  Comshttee  op  Se- 

CRSCI  OB  TUC  I'llOCEEDIBCS  UP  TBB 

SovTn  Sec  Compast. 

Tlie  Coinmitiee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  nil  tlie  proceedings  rehtting  to  liie 
lixecuiiOD  of  Mil  Act,  piiis^  in  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament,  miiiled,  **  An  Act  for 
ennhltng  the  South  Sea  Company  to  increase 
llieir  present  capital  stock,  aqd  fund,  by  re- 
deeming soeh  public  debts  and  iucambruaces 
as  ore  therein  meiitinned ; and  for  raising 
money,  be  applied  (or  lessening  several  of 
the  public  debts  and  incuuibrances ; nnd  for 
ealliiig  in  the  present  Exchequer  Bills  re- 
mainine  luicancelled ; end  for  making  forth 
Bew  Bills,  in  lieu  tliereof,  to  be  circulated 
and  cschanged,  upon  demand,  ut  or  near 
the  Exchequer  since  tlieir  former  Report, 
iiaviiig  bad  iniimacioa  given  them, 

Hiat  severiil  large  sums  ef  mosey  had  haeii 
lent  In  divers  persons  niemioned  in  tba  book 
■f  lemia,  formerly  laid  before  this  House  by 
the  late  Hirectnrs  of  the  iioath  Sea  Company  ; 
for  security  wherein'  no  stock  bath  bun  lic- 
iually  tranaferpad;  chuy  did,  by  tbeir  order 
baoring  dute  tlie  9<tth  day  of  Apnl  lust  past, 
direct  tbe  prevent  Sub  Guvumor,  Deputy  Go- 
Temiir,  and  Diivetort,  uf  the  Soutii  ben 
Campany,  to  ley  before  them  an  accouflt  of 
the  Dames  of  all  persoM  <*ba  aie  meniioiKd  in 
•be  laid  hook  ofloaiis  to  bare  borrowed  aioney 
on  stud,  sad  the  sums  by  them  rrspectively 
bvrtoired, 


fer  of  stock  had  been  made ; pursaam  to  wliich 
order,  upou  tjie  19th  day  of  May  instant,  cha 
void  court  of  Directors  did  lay  before  your 
Cumaiiiite  a bank,  by  tliem  itilitled,  ‘ An  Ac- 
' count  of  the  lunoei  of  such  peraous  to  ivhum 
‘ loa-it  have  bern  made  nil  South  Bn  stuck; 
‘ who,  at  ilie  time  when  such  Wr.>  were  made, 
' do  nnt  appear,  by  nny  hooks,  to  have  trens- 
‘ forred  stock  to  tbe  South  Bea  Company,  for  tlie 
‘ security  thereof:’  And  the  court  uf  Directors 
have  added  to  tlie  said  title  ilie  vrordsfiilluniog, 
‘ But,  as  oil  or  most  iif  the  money  Irm.  was  by 
‘ granting  |>emiils  tu  any  name  witboat  ditliac- 
' tioii,  or  nny  regard  bad  by  whom  the  stuck 
■ «r»s  tmnsferred ; it  b demoted,  that  this  nc> 
‘ count  may  be  very  tlefkcttve  ; and  it  is  pro- 
' bnlile,  that  many  of  the  iianiea  herein  may 
' be  fictitious,  and  th«  many  others  may  be 
‘ able  to  shew  bow,  and  by  nbam,  ike  slock 
' for  the  money  lent  them  res]iectively  was 
' really  transferred,  if  they  should  be  colled 
‘ upunsotodu.’  And  yourcoiniaiiteeahiene, 
that  the  last  meocioned  book  contains  die 
names  of  tereral  persons  mentioned  in  the 
oforesaid  book  of  loans,  to  havd  borrowed 
money  upnn  stock,  to  theainrnnitof  3,181, 944f. 
11s,  upon  the  seoarity  of  dT8,88Bf.  stock,  which 
rlutb'iiut  appear  to  Lave  beeu  transfursd  to 
the  use  of  dm  Company. 

And  in  relation  to  this  matter  your  Commit- 
tee  proceeded  to  examine,  in  the  mnst  anlemn 
manner,  the  several  pereoiis  fnUowing,  and  do 
now  lay  before  tbe*Hunse,  the  examination  by 
them  taken,  in  tbe  words  of  tint  cxuiiinations 
ilwmselves. 

Air.  CAarJes  Lockyer,  accountant  to  the 
Souih  Sea  Company,  says,  that  he  hath  care- 
fully examiaed  the  books  of  loans,  and  the 
bcKika  of  transfers  of  tbe  said  Company,  by 
order  of  the  Conimiiiee  of  Secrecy ; and  upon 
the  inspection  of  the  said  books  does  find,  that 
tbe  sum  nf  2,181,914/.  11s.  has  been  lent  by 
the  siiid  Company, at  several  times,  to  the  per- 
ticular  persons  iiicsnioned  in  an  accnoiit  drawn 
out  by  this  examinant,  upon  Hie  som  of 
£78,888/.  slock,  supposed  tu  he  transferred  to 
tlie  use  uf  lt|u  said  Company,  ns  a security  for 
such  money;  but  tbb  txaminant,  upon  ihe 
strictest  examination  of  the  bouksnnd  ncconna 
beloiigiug  tu  the  South  Sea  Company,  cannot 
find  01  diKuvfli,  that  any  of  tite  said  persons, 
or  any  ether  fur  iheta,  at  tl>e  respective  time* 
of  Ibe  loans  made  to  them,  did  malie,nrcause 
to  be  made,  any  transfer  of  such  stuck,  upon 
which  tlio  said  loans  are  entered  to  he  aoade, 
or  uf  any  siiiek  wbatsoevtr,  nnto  or  for  the 
uee  i>f  llie  CuaipuTy,  for  secoring  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  tlion  borrowed,  amnuniing 
in  the  whole  to  theaforrsnidsum  of  3,181,944^ 
111.  And  this  exeuiiiani  does  nnt  know  that 
any  stock  was  trartsferred  by.  or  for  tbe  said 
persons,  for  the  secuniy  ofthe  said  money,  n 
aiiypnrt  thereof. 

Sir  John  Bliint  being  examined,  says,  he 
takes  it,  there  wasagoi^  deal  of  money  lent 
toebe  petanns  wbo  had  bought  stock;  and/ in 
n«  Uie 


T39]  PAUL.  HIST.  7 Georcf.  I.  1721 DclKile  concematg  tfie  Eslaiet.  [Sqo 


traosrerrcrs,  but  ilie  persona  of  wiioin  they 
hud  boiiglil,  iraiisl'crred  the  stock  to  Mr. 
Koiglit,  SucniKU,  ur  PuweN,  for  securing  the 
money  lent  by  the  Company.  lie  says,  lie 
really  believes  that  Mr.  Knight  generally  made 
good  the  stock  nhich  he  has  charged  the  Cum- 

Ctu  hare  lent  money  upon,  though  he  has 
1 (bet  some  pertoiis  are  charged  niih  bor- 
rowing money,  wlui  never  did  borrow  any. 
He  says,  he  believes  there  is  a cnnsidcrahle 
quantity  of  slock  on  wliich  money  is  said  la  he 
leiii,  wliere  no  stock  is  transferred  ; aril  the 
etaminant  apprehends  liiat  great  part  of  (hat 
dedciency  will  he  found  among  the  574,5001. 
fiGlitious  stock,  said  to  he  sold,  ivbicli  lie 
believes  has  been  traoslerred  to  the  Joan  ko- 

Mr.  Robert  Surman,  being  examined,  as  to 
the  account  of  hians  where  no  transfers  appear 
to  be  made,  says,  that  he  helieres  that  Mr. 
Knight,  having  accounis  of  stock  with  several 
persons,  be  curried  their  stock  to  (he  account 
of  Ilians,  lie  says,  when  the  loans  were  nt 
first  begun  to  lie  made,  there  were  several 
waste  books  kept,  wherein  the  sums  lent  out 
were  first  entered,  and  all  tlie  papers  and  tne- 
murendiuns  relating  to  (he  loans  were  given  to 
Mr.  Clayton,  a clerk  in  the  South  Sea  house, 
but  he  dues  not  remember  whether  lie  has  seen 
those  bookssince  the  em^iiiry  began  or  no.  He 
says,  that  the  ledgers  of  the  loans  (he  believes) 
were  made  up  about  a month  before  Mr. 
Knight  went  uway ; Says,  he  believes  ihsr  se- 
veral of  the  persons  who  bad  the  fictitious 
stock,  had  money  lent  u()0u  it  on  the  Com- 
pany’s account;  and  in  such  cates  no  trSDSters 
could  be  made;  snd  iie  believes  (hat  part  of 
the  578,8881.  stock,  on  which  mi.ncy  has  been 
ient  without  eransfers  (appearing  in  the  accomit 
nnw  produced  to  him)  is  pan  of  the  574,5001. 
fictitious  stock. 

The  said  Christopher  Claytnn.  being  here- 
upon examined  by  your  Comniillee,  says,  he 
and  the  clerks  uucier  him,  did,  by  direction  of 
(he  committee  of  Inans,  and  of  Mr.  Knight, 
make  up  the  bccoudi  of  loans  frimi  books 
which  he  now  believes  are  at  the  bouth  Sea 
house,  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  De  Gals  ; ihatthe 
instructions  given  liini,  were  lu  make  the  ac- 
coantfroro  tbecopies of  ibejournals : tliatMr. 
Knight  perused  this  account  when  made,  aud 
examined  it,  and  corrected  it  by  the  journals 
had  Ollier  bnoks  of  his  nwn  ; that  Mr.  Knight 
had  the  custody  of  the  original  jnutuals ; and 
jtiefore  the  copies  from  which  this  examinant 
took  the  account  were  made,  the  examinant 
Ixlieves  chat  Mr.  Knight  made  some  additions 
<0  the  original  journals  from  his  own  books. 
Says,  that  be  never  had  any  instructions  or 
order  from  Mr.  Knight,  or  any  other  person, 
Cu  make  this  account  in  such  a manner,  as 
not  to  exceed  the  regulttious  of  4007.  per 

After  reading  the  ssid  Report,  Mr.  Clayton 
ac<;uainted  the  House,  that  the  Committee 
• ere  prefAfhig'W'drfeoiliVOf-ik'RepbK, 


to  several  members  of  both  Ilooses,  mentioned 
in  the  account  of  stock  sold,  laid  before  tins 
House,  and  relating  to  all  other  membm  of 
this  House  mentioned  in  any  examination 
taken  by  the  said  comaiittee,  oud  desired  the 
Ilimse  to  appoim  a day  for  receiving  such  Re- 
port : whereupon  it  wa.a  ordered,  that  tlie  said 
Report  be  received  npon  that  iluy  IbrciiighL 

Debate  in  the  Coinuions  concerning  the  Alloa- 
ancct  to  be  sient  to  the  South  Sea  Direttori 
out  (f  their  States.*]  May  S3.  In  a grand 
Coniiuiltee,  a farther  progress  was  made  in  the 
Bill,  ‘ Fur  (he  Relief  of  the  unhappy  Sufferers 
ill  (he  South  Sea  Company and  the  chief 
matter  in  debate  was,  what  allowance  should 
be  given  to  (he  late  dicectora  out  of  their 
estates  ? 

Mr.  Lmndei  proposed  an  eighth  part;  to 
which  it  was  objected,  That  it  would  be  loo 
much  for  some  wito  had  (be  most  bulky 
estates,  and  consequently  had  been  deepest  in 
(he  guilt;  and  too  little  fur  others  that  hod 
but  small  estates,  and  were  only  passively  cri- 
minal, by  not  entering  their  dissent  to  the 
fraudulent  managemeni  of  the  rest, 

May  S5.  The  Commons,  in  a grand  Com- 
mitie,  on  the  South  .Sen  Sufterers’  Bill,  resumed 
iho  consideration  of  the  Petiiions  of  the  late 
Directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company.  The 
debate  began  with  sir  John  Fellows,  the  sub- 
governor,  in  whose  behalf 

Mr.  Sloper  moved,  That  since  it  did  not 
appear  thut  he  bad  been  so  active  in  the  late 
vile  and  pernicious  practices  as  some  uthen 
liad,  he  might  be  aJlotved  S0,0007.  out  of  hii 
estate. 

Mr.  Hanger/ord  reduced  it  to  15,0007.  others 
to  13,0007.  mid  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  baviug  at 

*“  A fler  all  the  pains  that  liave  been  taken 
to  detect  the  villainies  of  the  Directors  and 
their  friends,  I am  afraid  they  will  at  last  slip 
ihrougli  their  fingers,  and  that  nothing  further 
will  be  dune  as  to  (xinfiscationy  banging,  he. 
There  certainty  is  a majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  are  willing  to  do  themselves 
and  the  kingdom  justice;  but  they  act  so  little 
in  concert  togetJier,  (bat  they  are  constamiy 
baffled  by  ■ set  of  men  wham  guilt,  money, 
&c.  have  linked  in  the  closest  bond.  It  is  ha- 
possible  to  tell  you  of  what  iiifinicc  couse* 

Sueuce  the  absence  of  n friend  of  yours  is  at 
lis  time,  and  how  uneasy  the  generality  of 
mankind  is  at  it.  He  is,  without  compliment, 
tbe  spring  that  giv(»  motion  to  (be  whole 
body ; und  the  only  man  that  either  can  or 
will  set  matters  in  a true  light,  and  expose  and 
baffle  the  schemes  of  the  Skreen,  Ac.— The 
House  were  five  hours  in  a cotoniittee  last 
Friday  upon  the  director's  bill,  aud  were 
amused  and  bantered  tbe  whole  time  by  ques- 
I tious  andameodmeuts  proposed  by  the Skf«e>V 
I &c.  so  that  they  rose  at  lust  without  cumiag  >o 
I any  resolution.'’  Coxe’s  Walpole. 

I pondence: . Mr,  St,  John  Bniaiick  lo 
I'fliiUtlitidd,'  ’•  " ' ■ 
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lotc  proposed  10,000/.  ilic  samo  was  n^reed  to  I Oiat  for  bis  pure  Le  kuew  of  no  pmtnisa  ever 
without  anr  division.  Mr.  Jove,  druoty-go*  made  to  sir  John  Bloat  upon  that  account; 


vernor,  appenniig  to  huvu  been  deeply  coo> 
cerned  in  [lie  gudi,  it  was  agreed  (o  allow  bioi 
only  5,000/. 

Then  the  Commiuee  proceciled  .dphoheti- 
cally  to  [lie  directors,  and  it  was  onaaiinously 
agreed  to  allow  Mr.  Astell  5,000/. 

A debate  aritiog,  ttbelber  lo  nlluw  sir  Lam- 
bert Blackwell  5,000/.  ur  10,000/.  and  be  hav- 
iog  many  rricods  in  tbe  House,  it  was,  upon  » 
division,  cturied  fur  10,000/.  by  112  volc^ 
against  108. 

After  ibis,  there  was  a lotig  debate  about 
sir  John  Blunt ; Mr.  Laurence  Carter  moved  tu 
allow  himnniy  Is.;  lordJaniesCaycndiyb  1,000/. 
aud  Ur.  Plummer  3,000/. ; sir  Joseiili  Jekyll 
iBoved  fur  10,000/.;  and  was  seconded  by  ge- 
neral Boss,  lord  Moleswortli,  Mr.  JelTcries, 
and  Mr.  Windsor,  wbo  all  spoke  very  warmly 
00  bis  behalf;  alledging,  that  be  had  been 
more  ingenuoas  in  his  examination  bufure  the 
Secret  Committee,  than  niiy  of  (he  Iniu  direc- 
tors; and  had  let  tfieot  ioto  u great  inniiy 
secrets,  wiiich  otherwise  they  could  nut  have 
known.  To  this  it  was  answered,  by  Mr, 
Sloper,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  John  SaiiUi,  and  Mr. 
Horatio  Wulpote,  “ I'hat  he  bed  been  the  chief 
cooiriver  and  prumccer  of  ull  the  iniscliief,  imd 
therefore  ought  19  be  moit  severely  puiiisiied." 

Ur.  Sloper  added.  That  he  was  grown  to 
that  height  of  pride  and  insolence  lost  summei, 
that  be  could  nut  give  a civil  rmswer  to  persons 
far  obore  him.  And  ihereupon  instanced  in  his 
behaviour  oue  day,  ut  the  treasury,  of  which  be 
was  himself  witness,  when  a lelution  of  a great 
raaa,  askiiig  sir  .Tuho  for  a subscription,  the 
upstart  knight,  with  a greiit  deal  of  cootempt, 
bid  liiiu  gii  tu  his  cousiu  Walpuic,  and  desire 
him  to  sell  his  stuck  in  ilie  Bank,  and  by  ihut 
means  be  migiit  be  supplied.  Hereupon 

Mr.  llobcri  I'a/po/e  •hewed,  Tliat  sir  Johu 
Blunt  was  n projector  of  many  years  standing; 
and  had  been  the  author  of  several  faUucious 
schemes,  by  which  unwary  people  hod  been 
drawn  in  to  their  litter  ruin.  And  to  tliis  pur- 
pose, iusiaiiced  a project  fur  a linen  nmnufac- 
loryr ; but 

Air.  Uuralia,  Wiilpole  said  thereupon,  That 
was  not  his  first  ; for  there  wn:,  a gentleman 
that  sac  next  tn  bun,  {meaning  Mr.  .fessop] 
whom  sir  ,Iulm  hud  drawn  into  a project  for 
bringing  Water  to  London  from  n great  dis- 
tance, wliich  was  lo  out-do  the  New  Hirer 
Water,  by  which  the  subscribers  lost  all  Uirir 
money,  though  sir  John  liimself  gut  some  thou- 
sands hy  it. 

This  wBs  confirmed  by  Mr.  Jessop  himseif; 
Devcribeless,  the 

Lord  Hini'hingbrola  moved  for  allowing  sir 
John  Blunt  10,000/.  argiiig,  Xliat  the  Secret 
Committee  bad  promised  biut  favour  for  his 
optnuess  in  his  examination;  upon  wtiieb 

General  Kou  desired.  That  the  noble  mem- 
ber who  spoke  last  might  explain  himself,  since 
beseemed  to  inumtite,  as  if  tbe  Secret  Cum- 
nittee  bad  used  undeibaud  dealings.  Adding, 
V0L.VIL-  .11.., 


that  he  was  sure  ho  never  mode  any ; and  he 
believed  he  enutd  ansoicr  for  all  the  rest,  iliat 
rtiere  oever  was  any  such  thing  inumnlad  it 
sir  Joliu. 

The  Lord  Hituhiiipbroke  replied,  that  if  that 
honourable  member  would  repnt  his  words  os 
be  spoke  them,  he  nould  exjilnin  himself: 

ITpoii  ivhich  die  niaiter  Jioppcd.  Tlicii 
the  question  being  put,  fur  allowing  sir.lobli 
Blunt  1,C00/.  it  was  carried  in  the  iifiinuative, 
by  138  votes  against  04. 

Ic  was  observed,  that  Mr.  I.eclimerp,  Mr. 
Hutcheson,  ami  seijeaiit  Pengclly  went  nut  of 
tbe  Ilansc,  befoie  tbe  debate  about  uaiticular 
persons  cimio  oo ; and  tlmt  Mr,  Lccltmere 
only  took  notice,  “ That  the  late  directors 
were  all  equally  euiltv  of  a breach  of  trust, 
and  therefore  ongRt  to  be  punished ; bat 
that  their  crimes  not  being  equally  Bngram, 
be  thought  tliere  ought  to  be  .a  difference  in 
their  punishment.” 

Fiitu  Hcpout  opibb  CoiuMitTEE  op  Se- 

CBEClr  ON  TUB  PnOCEBDIMGS  OF  TBE  SoUTD- 
SEiConrxNy.]  May  26.  Mr.  CTayton,  from 
tbe  Commiuee  of  Mcreoy,  rejmrted  to  tbe 
House,  That  it  appeared  to  the  said  Cominiitee 
thee  Mr.  Christopher  Clayton,  a Clerk  in  tha 
treasury  oihca  of  die  Souili-Sea  Company,  bad 
endeavoured,  by  Tlireais  and  Menaces,  10 
suppresstbe  Evidence  which  Samuel  Watts, 
aootber  clerk  in  the  said  office,  was  able  to 
give  to  die  said  Conuniltee ; which  report  bo 
read  in  bis  place,  as  tbilows : viz. 

Fiftb  Kepojii  op  the  Coximittel  of  Se- 

OECT  UN  THE  PaUCEBDiNCS  Of  TBE 

SoOTB-Sea  COHrANY. 

That  the  Commiuee  of  Secrecy  appointed 
to  inquire  into  all  [lie  proccediogs  iT’loting 
to  the  execution  of  no  Act  passed  the 
lait  session  of  parliament,,  Intiiied,  “ An 
Act  for  enabling  the  South-Sea  Company 
to  increase  their  present  Capita!  Ptoek,  and 
Fund,  by  redtemiag  such  public  Debisand  In- 
cumbrances ns  ate  therein  memitmeil ; aud  for 
raising  Money,  to  he  applied  for  lessening  se- 
veral of  the  public  Dulits  and  Incumbrances ; 
and  forcHlIiugin  die  present  Exchequer-Bills 
remoiningunonncelled;  uiH  ftp- making  forth 
neiv  Bills,  in  lieu  tliereof,  to  be  circulated  and 
exchanged,  upon  deinnnd,  at  or  near  the  Ex- 
cbtqutr;  Hininp.on  die  25lli  ofMay  instant, 
exainiiied,  in  the  uiosl'soiemn  manner,  Samuel 
IVuiis,  a clerk  in  llie  T'reasury-OfSce  of  the 
Snuth-Scu  Cumpaay ; lie  tuju,  That,  some 
time  in  Jann.aty  last,  about  afortaieht  after  the 
lirjt  nwctinp  of  tfac  Secret  Commutee,  at  the' 
P'luib-Sea  House,  Mr.  LocLycr  name  op  iuto 
ibcT'rcxsnrr-room,  from  the  Mcret  Comwittee, 
and  said,  They  wnnied  Mr.  Christopher  Clny- 
tim,  chon  a clerk  to  the  SouUi-Sea  Comparry : 
Who  not  being  there,  he  asked  for  the  exr.iui- 
nant;  who  said,”  Here  am  1 1”  And  tlirn  Mr. 
Lock^er  iaqiiitM  of  tbe  examinant,  bo  tbe 
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clerks  were  tliat  qinde  out  the  Boobs  of 
Loans:  and  the  exumiiiaot  acnuftinced  ium, 
that  himself,  .Tames  Oitey,  George  Wol- 
ley,  and  Sic[jlien  Crisp,  were  clerks  em- 
ployrtl  in  making  oot  those  books ; and  then 
Sir.  Lockyer  went  clown  stairs,  and  desired  tlie 
examinant  not  to  bcout  of  the  way  :,tbat,  soon 
after,  the  said  Mr.  Clayton  came  in;  and  (he 
examinant  told  liim,  The  commiltee  wanted  him 
below  stairs  ■■  Clayton  then  asked  him,  if  the 
examinanckiicw  for  what  the  comoiittee  wanted 
liim ; the  examinant  replied,  be  did  not  know  ; 
but  that  Mr.  Lockyer  Imd  desired  him  to  at- 
tend : upon  which  CInyiDD  said,  He  lisd  heard 
theexaminant  had  given  Mr.  Lockyer  the  names 
of  the  clerks  who  assisted  him  in  making  out  the 
books  of  Loans : upon  ibis,  Clayton  said,  with 
a curse,  “ What  had  you  to  do  to  tell  their 
names  F If  you  had  a miad  to  bring  yourself 
into  a preniunire,  why  should  you  bring  them  F 
Am  not  I sudicient  to  give  an  account  For  them  F” 
And,  walking  aboutihe room  in  a passion,  said, 
That  the  examinant  had  nothing  to  do  to  dis- 
cover any  thing ; especially  to  Mr.  Luedeyer, 
who  was  a rogue,  nnd  a villain,  and  had  dis- 
covered all  : and  that  be  would  tlierefore  be 
despised,  and  pissed  upon,  by  every  body  : 
and  then  said,  That,  if  this  examiuant  was 
lummoned  before  the  Committeenf Secrecy,  he 
was  to  answer.  That  he  knew  nothing,  but  that 
the  examinant  was  subordinate  to  him ; and 
that  what  the  examinant  had  done,  was  fay  his 
directions,  and  he  was  answerable  for  it ; and, 
laying  his  hands  vtoiemly  on  this  esaroinaDt's 
face,  squeezed  his  jmvs  very  hard,  ud  said,  if 
the  examinant  discovered  any  thing,  he  would 
betho  death  of  him : 

That  Clayton  then  asked  the  examinant, 
Wtmi  he  did  know : to  which  the  examinant 
replied,  lie  knew  enough ; nnd  that,  when  he 
was  exacnined  before  his  betters,  he  would  tell 
tlie  truth  : Clayton  asked  again,  what  tlie  exa- 
minant did  know ; (o  which  the  examinant  an- 
swered,he  should  know  in  time. 

Your  Committee  are  proceeding  in  tiie  further 
Exanunaiion  of  the  Matters  referred  to  them  ; 
and  will  speedily  lay  ilie  same  before  the 
House. 

Itesolutioii  therton."]  The  House  iinmeilinlely 
came  to  this  Uesolutiijiij  ‘‘  That  Mr.  Christo- 
pher Clayton,  a clerk  in  the  Treasury-Office 
of  the  Sfluth-5ea  Coinpanv,  hy  endeavouring  to 
prevail  with  Mr.  Samuel  waits,  another  clerk 
in  the  said  office,  by  threats  and  ineiiaceB,  to 
suppress  the  Evidence  which  he  was  able  to 
give  to  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  was  guilty 
of  a high  Crime  and  Misdecneanour and  it 
was  ordered,  “ That  the  raid  Mr.  Christciplier 
Clayton  be,  for  his  said  oiTence,  cominittui 
Prisoner  to  his  majesty's  prison  of  tlie  Gacc- 

Comitlaint  made  n^ainti  urta'm  SedUious 
LFkcFrm  Mi.-.i's  Joukkal.]  May  28.  Mr. 
Lccbmere  haring  made  a Complaint  to  the 
Hinuse,  i^peri'firitswd'' by  ff,  MistsA' 


Great  Carter-Lane,  London,  intilled,  '*  Th, 
“ Weekly  Jopirnnl.  or  Saturday's  Post,  with 
“freshest  ndvices,  foreign  and  dumestie-” 
Saturday,  May  27, 1 F21  ;*  the  same  was  brooght 
up  to  the  Table,  and  several  Paragraphs  in  the 
said  printed  paper  were  read  as  follow;  rix. 

O Socii  (DCKi>ie  enim  ignati  sunius  ante  mtlommj 
O pass! grariora!  Cabit  Deus bUqaoque&wm. 

Virgil 

“ Friends  ! Britons  ! Countrymen ! 

I “ Give  me  leave  to  salute  you  with  theta 
lender  appellations,  whilst  1 endeavour  to  pre- 
I pare  you  for  the  due  solemnization  of  that  an- 
I prnaching  festival,  which  commemorates  the 
greatest  blessings  that  were  ever  poured  forth 
on  this  or  any  other  natioo. 

“ For  ever  shall  the  29ih  of  May  be  regarded 
as  the  day  On  which  we  were  delivered  from  the 
greatest  evils  a people  had  ever  laboured  under. 
After  wickedness  had  received  its  utmost  per- 
fection in  (he  destruction  of  the  king;  we  groan- 
ed under  the  oppressive  force  of  a cruel,  ill- 
bred,  uneducated  Old  Tyrone,  and  the  drivelling 
fool  his  son,  whilst  the  royal  progeny  Waudered 
from  court  to  court  to  find  protection  ; their 
servaocs  at  home  were  enjoined  to  abjure  their 
title,  and  swear  to  afford  them  no  aid.  Solemn 
leagues  and  corensiits  were  hatched  to  make 
the  people  abjure  God  as  well  as  the  kii^. 
To  be  qualified  to  serve  in  Church  and  State, 
it  was  required  lo  deny  Religion  and  Govern- 
ment. Every  men  would  Iw  mled  after  his 
own  model,  and  have  areligion  of  his  own  uoo- 
trivaiice.  Those  who  had  a little  stock  of 
Greek,  revived  tfic  damnable  errors  of  Simon 
Magus,  Arius,  Maccdoniuj,  &C.  whilst  tinkers, 


•*  “ Whilst  the  affair  of  Uie  South-Sea  was 
depending  in  pdrliainent,  Potitions  from  coun- 
ties, cities,  nnd  horouahs  were  sent  up,  errioE 
fqrjuslice,  iinil  pamplilcts  were  daily  publiued, 
exaspeiating  the  minds  ofihe  people  against  the 
Smitit-Seadii'ecturs  and  their  abettors.  But  the 
luudest  cries  fur  justice  were  contained  in  Lct- 
I ters  directed  to  the  Author  ofthe  London  Jour- 
nal, ami  supposed  to  liave  been  mostly  penned 
by  Mr.  Gordon,  under  the  borrowed  name  of 
Ciiln.  A Conimilteewasappointed  to  inquire  . 
into  the  uutiu'rs,  jirinters,  nod  publishers  of 
seditious  libels.  Tliey  sent  tor  Mr.  Pecle,  > 
piiblMier  of  the  lAindoa  Jonmal,  and  for  (he  | 
rcfiuied  nmlinr  olThe  Letters,  but  they  boUi_  kep  | 

out  ofthe  way.  Mist,  the  printer  and  publisher  | 

of  a^V’eekty  Journal,  was,  for  reflections  caseon 
the  king  fur  his  interpositions  on  behalf  ofthe 
Protcsi&nis  in  the  PaJalinnte,  sentenced  » 
stand  in  the  pillory,  to  pay  a fine  of  50F.  and 
after  three  months  impnsonment  to  give  seM-  | 
nty  for  his  good  behaviour  seven  yews.  ^ 
Jiiurnnl  was  carried  on  under  the  title  of  Fog% 
and  two  months  after  (May  27)  wns  tenstuM 
auain  hy  the  'Coiamons  as  u traiterous  liw 
ti-nding  10  alienate  the  nffections  of  ids  majes- 
ty's lubjects,  and  excite  rebellion.  Hewsj*^ 
the  Journal  coiitisiued  a-av  years  afterwatoi- 
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coblen,  and  tailors,  mode  sliill  to  botch  and 

Satcli  uua  rriigion,  CM  their  own  imreinvcnci'in. 

I;  public  Butfaoricy  we  were  cnminaiuled  vriili 
ratling  and  prayer,  to  implore  die  diriiie  power 
to  assist  in' perpetrating  the  grcniest  vilbinies; 
and  when  the  pernussive  ptovidcnce  of  God 
had  suffered  any  cietnplary  ropuery  to  succeed, 
they  did  not  ml  to  return  him  soieinii  tlianks 
for  it-  Thus  was  God's  Itoly  nume  seriously 
blasphemed,  and  all  who  had  submitted  to  the 
Usuroer  beciune  members  o(  a Hell  Fire  Cloh. 

“ The  Tyrant  behaved  like  a knavish  guar- 
diau,  and  not  like  n natural  Tacher  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  knew  not  how  short  liis  time  might 
be,  therefore  made  the  best  of  it.  He  pillaged 
all  that  came  in  bis  wayj  but  us  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ruin  tbe  nation  niiliouc  itio  assistance 
of  part  of  it,  he  licensed  little  rt^ues  to  strip 
their  neigbbonrs,  so  that  they  shared  the  booty 
with  bim.  The  royal  palace  was  crowded  with 
trulls  and  scoundrels  who  would  'lisgroce 
ilridewelt  anil  Newgate.  Sacb  miscreants 
trod  on  the  coronets  of  our  nobles,  revelled 
on  the  national  spoil,  and  triumphed  in  out- 
affliction;  whilst  the  Gsurper  encouraged  this 
mad  riot,  acting  like  a rogue  who  had  taken 
possession  of  another’s  estate  he  hod  no  title  to, 
and  did  not  care,  what  waste  he  made  in  ano- 
ther man’s  grounds,  Our  liinls  and  gentletneo 
were  made  to  bleed  in  wanton  spoct,  for  trea- 
son coiuoiilted  against  hU  mock  majesty. 

“ Uuder  these,  and  innumerable  other  evils, 
we  were  involved.  When  Eebeliion  had  aloiosc 
lost  its  name  in  a settled  aod  successive  usurpa- 
tion, then  we  beheld  day  to  break  in  upon  os  from 
alar,  when  least  expected.  Then  we  saw  the 
restoration  of  the  monarchy  in  the  royal  bouse 
of  Stuart,  in  the  person  of  a prince  endowed 
with  a tboosand  sbiningqualities.  Then  ihuse 
great  names,  Ormond,  Clarendon,  and  South- 
ampton, lionesi  hearts,  and  able  heads,  pre- 
sided at  iJie  helm  of  affairs.  The  college  of 
bishops  was  filled  luore  wortbilv  chan  in  any 
flge  since  the  apostolical  one.  They  were  all 
Clirisciaus!  pious,  learned,  orthodox  confess- 
ors. dirts  and  sciences  revived,  Joy  diffused 
Itself  over  every  honest  countenance,  and 
gloomy  dejected  looks  confined  themselves  to 
tjieir  proper  district,  the  faces  of  rogues  aiid 
villains:  who  returned  tn  their  lurking  bolus, 
from  whence,  like  snakes  oiid  vipers  in  a time 
of  contagion,  when  (he  whole  mau  of  air  is 
as  infected  as  their  nests,  they  had  crawled 

“ Wliac  can  be  more  pleasant  than  to  behold 
die  triumphs  of  oppressed  honesty,  over  pros- 

C us  villainy?  What  more  ravisning,  ebon  to 
evetymusesweelly  ceiebrating  tbe  victory  ? 
Now  learnedjudges  were  placed  upon  tbe  bencli 
who  never  enquired  wlint  the  plaintiff  or  de- 
fcudanc  was,  but  what  was  his  cause ; tbe 
pulpits  were  rescued  from  nunsutise  and  bins- 
pbemy,  and  filled  with  learned  and  tuber  di- 
vines, nod  it  was  no  crihie  to  be  learned  und 
innocenc. 

/'  St.  Augustine  being  asked  what  be  would 
•iah  to  buve  seen,  of  all  chat  that  had  been  be- 
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held  by  morCnJ  man  ? relied  Christ  in  the  flesh, 
PauHn  the  pulpit,  nnd  limne  in  its  glory.  Next 
to  this  wish,  which  is  not  to  he  equullcil  in  uiiy 
proportion,  I would  desire  tosco  the  Itcn.iu- 
tiun.  It  is  impossible  to  have  a notion  of  the 
pleasure,  ufobservuig  the  counietianci'S  ofibe 
people,  when  they  louk,  with  a tninglcd  nsuect 
of  shame  and  Joy,  upon  liim  they  lisd  so  long 
injured  ; or,  of  observing  that  kind  forpveness, 
that  benignity,  that  complaceocy  in  the  couu- 
tenauce  ol'  the  Prince,  upon  seeiug  his  servauts 
returning  to  (heir  duty  without  actually  bebold- 
iug  it. 

“ Upon  tbe  Kestoratioo,  preaching,  history, 
poetry,  philosophy,  eloquence,  ^c.  were  car- 
ried to  higher  pitches  than  tlicy  arrivetf  ,to,  iu 
nny  nge  since  tbe  Auaustaii.  There  was  a 
univerw  ebauge,  from  all  that  was  wicked  nnd 
detestable,  to  nil  thiit  was  guoil  ^nd  desirabfe. 
This  cliange  was  effected  in  a most  miraculous 
manner,  with  very  little  human  inierpnsirion  : 
they  who  wished  well  to  it,  were  kept  back 
from  assisting  the  promotion  of  it,  that  the  hand 
of  God  might  oppear  more  visibly  in  it : they 
who  wished  ill  to  it  were  restrained  from  ob- 
structing its  advancement.  For  such  great, 
such  conspicuous  mercies ! Let  ns  offer  up  to 
God  on  Uie  approaching  festival,  tbe  sweet 
smelling  sacrifice  of  unfeigned  praise  and  thanks- 
giving. 

“ But  1 may  be  asked,  is  this  a time  forjoy, 
when  we  labour  under  such  irretrievable  cala- 
mities? Shall  weretumtlunksfora  deliverance 
from  rogues  with  swords  in  their  hands,  when 
we  are  ruined  by  footmen,  pimps,  pathicks, 
parasites,  bawds,  whures,  nay,  wliat  is  more 
vexations,  old  ugly  whores ! such  as  could  not 
find  eutertaiameuc  in  the  most  hospitable 
hundreds  of  old  Drury?  The  Psalmist  com- 
plains of  their  insullings  who  called  upon  tliem 
to  sing  tbe  sweet  songs  of  Siou  iu  their  Baby- 
lonish captivity.  If  he  could  not  sing,  who 
was  enslaved  by  a great  and  potent  people,  it 
is  barbarous  to  invite  us  to  chauiit  lays  of 
praise,  who  are  become  a prey  to  rascally  ped- 
dling jews,  to  petty  brokets,  to  (he  scum,  the 
olF-scowering  of  foreign  nations,  and  the  dregs 
of  oar  own.  No,  no,  let  us  humble  ourselves 
in  sack  cloth  and  ashes,  and  supplicate  tbe 
Almighty  to  take  away  the  great  cause  of  nil 
these  evils  from  among  us. 

‘‘To  this  I answer;  have  we  not  received 
good  from  the  band  of  the  Lord,  aud  shall  we 
not  also  receive  evil?  Tbe  surest  way  to  draw 
to  us  future  mercies,  is  to  be  grateful  fnr  those 
we  have  already  received;  the  ungrateful  sin- 
ner therefore,  is  a greater  foe  to  liis  country 
than  a South  Sea  Director. 

" Aitieisin,  rebellion,  adultery  and  murder, 
with  every  other  vice,  have  bad  their  impious 
advocates,  except  ingratitode.  Nooe  have 
been  so  whimsically  wicked,  so  impudently 
abandoned,  as  to  stand  up  in  defence  of  tins 
vice.  What  is  therefore  so  -‘liversally  con- 
demned, iiiusi  be  superlatively  odious.  The 
greatest  benefits  are  received  from  God,  who 
heaps  themu^o  uswithoutour  least  deserving. 
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GoH  is  slow  to  punish,  and  ready  to  forgive  : 
All  the  good  we  receive  flows  from  him,  the 
inethaostible  fouudaiioii  of  all  goodness.  The 
evils  we  endure,  are  cbe  oalurai  consequences 
of  our  own  faults  and  follies;  that  he  permits 
them  to  fall  upon  us  is,  that  tliey  may  awaken 
vs  from  uur  dream  of  vice.  If  wo  examine  into 
the  birth  of  our  present  misfortunes,  we  shall 
quidily  liiid,  they  take  ilieir  rise  from  oarselves. 
Whilst  tiio  world  is  wicked,  it  must  he  misera- 
ble; such  is  the  order  of  things,  thnt  clfecis 
will  follow  their  causes,  unless  the  regular 
course  of  nature  cimhi  be  inverted. 

“ The  very  chastisementof  God  are  mercies, 
for  which  we  arc  in  iluty  linnnd  to  pmise  liini : 
if  his  judgments  then  are  to  be  praised,  how 
much  more  bis  benefits ! Let  every  man  among 
us  return  undisscuibled  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  good  things  lie  tins  bestowed  upon  us 
and  our  fathers ; and  he  mny  then  cunndently 
say,  when  he  beholds  nor  present  calamities,  in 
the  words  of  holy  David:  Tlie  Lord,  who  de- 
livered me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  liou,  and  ouc 
of  the  paw  of  the  hear,  he  will  deliver  me  out 
of  the  hand  of  this  Philistine.  lam, 

“ My  coutitry’sdevoted  servant,  Decius.’’ 

"Sir  ; 

" I once  more  beg  a place  in  your  Paper,  to 
add  something,  by  way  of  supplement,  to  a must 
popular  pamphlet  called  Cataline,  or  tiie  Case 
of  liie  Oonspirncors.  This  author  has  said 
little,  of  Mnreos  Crnssus,  who  has  been  always 
in  my  judgment  the  worst  of  that  accursed 
gang ; tliou^  I have  fiirmed  my  notions  of  this 
lonn  from  a thousand  little,  mean,  infamous, 
tingmteful  nciiona  his  history  is  swelled  with. 

1 apprehend,  I need  only  to  select  one  instance 
out  of  tliem,  to  draw  those  who  are  nnac- 
quaiiited  with  history  inCu  my  opinion. 

“ Those  who  have  read  Cataline  must  re- 
oieinher  into  what  wretched  circumstances 
those  detestable  traitors  had  brought  the  peo- 
ple. Marcus  Crassus  his  son  in  law,  bis  manu- 
mitted slaves,  and  other  dependants,  being  the 
principal  agents  in  the  iiellivh  conspiracy ; we 
must  not  im^ine  Crassus,  whose  darling  passion  ' 
wn.s  money,  would  be  without  n Inrge  share  of 
the  plunder,  consequent  upon  ilie  treason  of 
his  followers. 

" When  the  senate  was  labouring  to  close 
tife  gaping  wounds  nf  the  public,  the  dty  was 
niarmed  at  a cause  brought  intii  the  forum,  by 
several  builders,  ngoinat  the  wealthy  Crassus. 
The  city  hod  built  a pnlace  for  Crassus,  upon 
a tiianiph  lie  obtained,  nhicli  cost  ns  many 
Homan  talents,  ns  amount  to  300,000/.  of  our 
money.  Crassus  had  for  several  vears  after 
die  erecting  of  his  palace  been  a'dombg  it, 
which  brought  on  a charge  of  70,000/.  more. 
Some  of  the  workmen  lie  employ^  sued  him 
fur  their  wages;  the  pra-iors  gave  sentence 
against  Crassus,  who  from  them  appealed  to 
the  senate,  af'^mniiig,  that  whatever  cspence  he 
could  lavishly  tlirmv  nnay  upon  his  palace,  by 
virtue  of  a decree  of  the  senate,  it  was  to  be 
answeicil'iimutil'idiu.  i'lubiicaofretii.’ ' -i  - i ‘ 


"Cruel  atsd  barbarous  Crassus!  who,  whilst 
lie  had  flv«  millions  lodged  among  die  Veiled 
the  Beiges,  the  Ligurians,  every  penny  of  which' 
was  the  spoil,  die  plunder,  or  the  gift  of  the 
pnblic,:  was  so  inhuman  ns  to  demand  the 
payment  of  his  debts  out  of  die  treasury,  then 
nut  so  fiiil  as  liis  own  private  purse : at  a time, 
when  the  cries  of  poverty  were  universsi,  when 
Crassus  was  in  u habit  uf  body  incapable  of 
relishing  any  one  pleasure  of  life,  and  when  he 
had  no  son  to  inlierit  bis  ill  acquired  pelf. 

'*  It  is  to  me  a wonder  tliat  the  senate  did 
not  use  him  as  they  did  (j.  Annius.  It  is 
however  a |iioca  of  justice  to  continue  the  in- 
fainy  •,(  traitors  through  all  ages,  please  to  pab- 
lisb  th's  letter,  and  thousands  will  know  that 
Marcus  Crassus,  the  wealthiest  of  the  Homan 
SennC'irs,wiis  a nieitn  spirited,  abandoned  vil- 
lain, who  never  heard  of  him  before.  Yours, 
ami  my  conntry’s  friend, 

“ Bbitakhiccs." 

T/ie  said  Lilelt  censured,  and  Wuf  commHui 
.to  Neagatc.^  After  the  reatliiig  uf  these  Li- 
bels, sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  sir  David  Dairymple, 
Mr.  Vonge,  colonel  Bladen,  Mr.  Pulteney,  the 
Attorney  General,  serjeant  Pengelly,  Win. 
Thompson,  Mr,  Stuper,  Mr.  Ilungerford,  and 
, some  others,  animailverterl,  with  indignacios, 
upon  the  vile,  scaadalous,  and  fldse  insimia- 
tions  contained  in  them  ; and  thereupon  the 
House  unanimously  resolved,  “ That  the  paper 
inlitled  ‘ The  Weekly  Journal,  or  Saturday's 
‘Post, .with  freshest  advices,  foreign  anddo- 
‘ mestic,  Saturday,  May  27,  1721,’  is  a false, 
malicious,  scandalous,  infamous,  and  traitoroos 
Libel,  tending  to  allienate  the  afiections  of  his 
majesty’s  subjects,  and  to  excite  the  people  to 
sediiiim  atid  rebellion,  with  an  intention  to 
•abrert  the  present  lia|ipy  establishment,  and 
'to  introduce  popery  and  arbitrary  power.” 

And  it  was  ordered,  *'  That  N.  Mist,  the 

Eriiiteraiid  publisher  of  the  snid  paper,  be  for 
is  said  offence,  committed  n prisoner  to  bit 
majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate  ; and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issae  hrs  warrants  accordmgly.” 

It  was  also  resolved,  nem.  rim,  ‘‘That  in 
bumble  Address  be  presented  to  his  majesty, 
expressing  the  Commons'  utmost  abhorrence  of 
the  scandalous,  infamous  and  traitorous  Dbel 
(intitled  ‘The  Weekly  Journal,  or SaturSay’s 
‘ Post,  with  freshest  advices,  foreign  and  ^ 
' mestic,  May  27,  1781*)  aud  tbeir  detestation 
of  the  author  of  it;  and  to  assure  his  majesty, 
that  this  Uonse  will  stand  by  and  support  lu 
majesty  nnd  his  royal  family  agnicist  nil  lra^ 
torous  and  seditious  attempts  that  shall  bt 
matlo  against  his  sacred  person  and  eoreroment, 
end  iminbly  to  beseech  his  majesty.  That  he  will 
give  the  most  effectual  orticrs  tbrproseculineand 
punishing  tire  primer  and  publishers,  annalso 
tlieauihursand  contrivers,  when  discovered, of 
the  said  traitoroos  libel,  nnd  of  ail  other  sediU' 
ons  libels  that  tend  to  raise  disconteut  and  dis- 
affection in  the  minds  of  his  majesty’s  snbjecltj 
and  to  nssorc  bis  majesty,  that  this  Hntrso  wd‘ 
•|wb«th!ii’Wistl'tihe'  greaWst'caVe  nnd  diligent's 
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to  find  out  and  discover  the  autlinrs  of  such  , 
nicked,  seditious  .tad  iraiioruus  Libels.” 

After  this  a Cominiltee  was  appointed  to 
enquire  into  tlie  authors,  contrivers,  printers 
and  publishers  of  the  said  seditious  and  traitor- 
ous Libel ; and  of  all  other  seditious  Libels, 
nhicli  tend  to  raise  discontent  and  disafTectioii 
in  the  minds  of  liis  majcst^i’s  subjects;  nnd  that 
they  hove  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers 
and  records.  It  was  nlso  ordered,  Tliat  the 
said  printed  paper,  iiitiiled  ‘ The  Weekly 
‘ Journal,  or  Saturduy'i  Post,  with  freshest 
‘ advices,  foreign  and  domestic.  May  27, 1721,’ 
be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

May  SI.  Mr.  Comptroller  reported  the 
kin|’s  Answer  to  the  Address  of  the  House 
against  Mist’s  and  other  Libels,  which  was  to 
this  effect,  vis.  “ That  his  majesty  thanked 
this  House  for  their  most  rjiinfol  nnd  loyal  Ad- 
tiress,  and  would  immediately  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  proseciuiiig  and  punishing  the 
authors,  primers,  and  publishers  of  all  scandal- 
ous and  seditious  libels.” 

In  (he  mean  time,  endeavours  were  used  to 
prevent  Mist’s  being  committed  to  Newgale : 
to  wliich  purpose,  that  very  day,  n Petition  of 
David  Crawford,  esq,  manfial  of  the  prison  of 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench  j was  presented  to 
the  House  and  re.ad,  setting  forth,  That  Mr. 
Mist  (printer  of  the  Weekly  journal)  was  iu  his 
custody,  in  execution  upon  a Judgment,  given 
against  liiin  by  the  said  court ; and  (hat  he  had 
been  also  charged  in  his  custody  with  nn  action 
of  debt  for  5007. ; and  that  he  having  notice 
of  the  Order  of  tliis  House,  for  committing  the 
said  Mr.  Mist,  To  his  majesty’s  gaol  of  New- 
gate, was  ready  to  pay  all  due  obedience  to 
this  House;  but  that  Mr.  Mist  being  a Prisoner 
in  cxecacioii  nnd  for  debt,  the  petitioner  hum- 
bly pmyed,  That  lie  might  be  indemnified  in 
such  manner,  as  to  (his  House  should  seem  meet. 

Hereupon  it  wasordered,  “ Tluitthe  said  N. 
Mist,  the  printer  of  the  said  seditious  and 
imilerous  libel,  do  stand  committed  close 
prisoner  to  the  sajd  prisoo  of  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench  during  the  pleasure  of  this  House, 
as  also,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
appointed  toen(]uireinto  the  authors,  contrivers, 
printers  and  publishers  of  nit  seditious  and  tmi- 
teriius  libels,  which  tend  to  raise  discontent  and 
disaffection  in  (he  minds  ofhis  majestj's  sub- 
jects, to  examine  precedents,  in  what  manner 
persons  who  are  prisoners  in  execution  have 
been  examined  before  this  House,  nr  any  Cum- 
niittee  thereof,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House  with  all  conrenient  speed." 

June  8,  Tho  lord  Hineninbrooke  reported 
from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  enquire  hito 
the  nuihors,  contrivers,  and  poblithersof  ibe 
above  sedirious  nod  traiteruiis  lihel,  &c.  Tliat 
the  ('oiumitleehad  searched,  and  fnunri  several 
precedents  of  persons  who,  heiug  in  cxeriitiuri, 
bad,  nevertheless,  beeii  brought  to  iheborof 
theHooseof  Commons;  and  his  loi(tsbip  de- 
livered in  the  sniti  report  at  the  table.  The 
«idKe|wrt.sTM,M^^),,;,.apji,%Pi,M  iSp^l^Sf, 


acquainted  ilie  House,  That  nn  intimation 
had  been  left  at  his  house  that  morning  in 
writing,  that  Mr.  Mist  was  to  have  his  liberty 
that  night  by  the  consent  of  the  marsbal  of  the 
prison  of  the  court  of  King's-Bennli,  in  order 
for  his  going  to  France;  and  that  (he  said 
Mist’s  wife  was  moving  Iiit  goods.  And  the 
House  was  alsn  iofnmied,  That  the  said  Com- 
mittee, in  the  course  of  liieir  examination,  had 
likewise  iniinintinn,  that  it  was  apprehended 
that  the  said  Mist  would  endeavour  to  escape, 
and  tliat  bis  wife  was  disposing  of  Ills  goods. 
And  the  House  being  informed  that  the  mar- 
shal of  the  prison,  of  the  court  uf  the  King’s 
I Bi-nch  was  above  in  the  Speaker's  rliainher,  be 
was  callell  down,  and  nt  the  bar  examined 
touching  the  manner  in  which  the  said  Mist  was 
confined.  And  he  acquainted  the  Iluuac, 
That  tlie  said  Mist  was  kept  in  one  Mulliiig's 
buusc,  being  the  next  home  to  the  King’s  Bench 
prison,  sud  where  he  usually  keeps  the  king’s 
prisoners:  and  that  be  was  there  under  locks  in 
the  day  time,  and  two  keepers  aliending  in  the 
night:  nod  then  be  withdrew.  Ilereupou  it 
was  ordered,  “ That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrants  to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  attending  this 
House,  and  also  to  the  marshal  of  the  prisoo  of 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  to  bring  the  said  N. 
Mist  to  tile  bnr  of  this  House  immediately.” 

Accordingly  Mist  was  binught  in  to  the  bar 
of  the  House,  by  the  serjeant  at  amts;  aitd 
pertiaaciously  refusing  to  be  exniuiued,  under 
pretence  that  he  understood  there  was  a prose- 
cution intended  against  him,  he  was  directed 
by  Mr.  Speaker  to  withdraw  ; and  it  was  or- 
dered, “ 1.  That  ihesaid  N. Mist  becoinmitted 
prisoner  to  Newgate,  there  to  be  kept  in  close 
custody  during  the  pleasure  of  the  House ; 
2.  That  the  said  Mr.  Mist  be  not  admitted  the 
use  of  pea,  ink,  or  paper,  and  tliat  no  person 
be  admitted  to  come  to  the  said  Mist,  without 
the  leave  of  the  Hoosc.  8.  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  isssue  liis  warrants  accordingly ; 4.  That 
the  kecperofNewgaie  prison,  do  bring  the  said 
N.  Mist  to  the  said  Committee,  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  authors,  printers,  niid  publish- 
ers of  seditious  and  traiterous  libels,  from  tirac 
to  time,  when  be  shall  be  required  so  to  do  by 
tbc  said  Conimittec  ; and  5.  That  the  said 
Committee  be  empowered  to  examine  any  per- 
son, they  shall  tinnk  fit,  in  the  most  solemn 
inaiiaer.’’ 

A few  days  after,  N.  Mist  was  brought 
before  the  said  Committee,  and  being  examined 
about  the  author  of  his  Journal,  gave  iinsatls- 
fiictory  answers.  On  the  other  hand,  some 
bold  expresssions  and  insinuations  in  Cato’s 
Letters,  published  in  the  London  Journal, 
having  given  no  soiall  offence  to  some  men  in 

Eower,  the  same  Committee  thought  fit  to  send 
ir  I.  Peele,  the  publisher  of  that  pacer,  who 
thereupoD  absconded.  Hereupon  the  Com- 
mittee sent  for  Mr.  Gordmi,  the  reputed  author 
of  Cnto’s  Letters,  whu  being  indisposed 
thought  proper  likenise  to  keep  out  of  Hie 
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SiXTU  UcFoaT  OF  int  Comuittes  of 
Secrecy  or  tbs  Pbocbesiroi  or  the  &utii 
SsA  CoBFAKY.]  June  5.  Ur.  Clayiou  re- 
purted,  from  die  Conitniuee  uf  Secrecy,  some 
^ihec  luaUen  as  (ber  appeared  eo  ue  said 
Conuniueei  and  rrbicu  di^  bad  directed  him 
to  report  tu  the  House ; and  be  read  the  Report 
in  his  place,  as  fuDona  i 

ftiXTR  UePORT  op  the  CoSUIlTTEE  OF  Se- 
CRECr  9R  THE  PaoCEEOlROS  OF  TBS 

Sea  Coufakt. 

That  thu  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  ' 
inifuire  into  all  the  proceedings  relating  to 
the  execution  of  an  act,  passed  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  iotituled,  “ An  Act 
for  enabling  the  South  Sea  Company  to 
increase  their  present  capital  stock,  and 
fund,  by  redeeming  such  public  debts  and  in- 
cumbrauces,  os  aie  therein  mentioned; 
and  for  raising  money,  to  be  applied  for 
lessening  several  of  the  public  debts  and 
incuinUrances;  and  for  calling  in  the  pre- 
seot  exchequer  bills  remaining  uncancelled; 
and  for  makiag  forth  new  bills,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  be  circulated  and  exchanged, 
open  demnod,  at  or  near  the  Exchequer;’’ 
ODserring  the  iustruction  given  them  hy 
the  House, 

That  they  should  proceed  in  ilie  farther  exa- 
minatiuD  of  the  particulars  of  the  374,5001. 
South  Sea  Stock,  anpposed  to  be  disposed  of 
between  the  4tb  of  February  1710,  a.id  the 
18tfa  uf  April  following;  they  have  accordingly 
proceeded  (herein. 

And  your  Committee  examined,  in  the  most 
sdlenio  manner,  William  Compere,  one  of  the 
peramis  mentioned  in  tire  account  of  the  said 
374,300f,  stock  i and  lie  declares,  That  he  did 
not  boy  tbe  quantities  of  ^rk,  in  tlie  said 
fccouQt  charged  to  be  sold  tu  him,  neither  oi 
the  South  Sea  Cumpauy,  Sir.  Knigbt,  Mr. 
Suraiao,  or  any  other  person  coiicernM  for  the 
Company,  to  his  knowledge;  nor  bad  lie  any 
such  stock  taken  in,  or  bold,  for  him,  by  any 
of  the  persuus  aforesaid. 

And  the  several  other  brokers,  aud  persons, 
mentioned  in  tbe  Appendix,  Letter  A,  wbo  are 
also  inserted  in  tbe  said  account,  as  buyers  of 
other  parts  of  the  said  stack,  having  been  exa- 
mioed  by  yaur  committee,  bnve,  in  like  toau* 
ner,  denied  their  buying  such  stuck,  or  having 
the  Same  tuken  in,  or  held  for  (hem;  and  have 
declared,  iliat  tlieir  names  are,  in  the  said 
account,  matle  use  nf  without  their  knowledge 
or  consent : aodyour  Commiuee  observe, That 
the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  said  Appen- 
dix A,  amount  to  3S9,300f.  South  Sen  Stou. 

And  from  hence  it  is  evident,  tliat  the  names 
of  tbe  said  persons  have  been  fictitiously  made 
use  of,  in  order  to  conceal  the  penons  for  whose 
benefit  such  stock  was  really  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Carbonoei,  a hruker,  in  the  said  account 
fnentjoned,  is  in  Holland,  as  your  Committee 
is  informed^'UBtl  ihey  hhve'haa  no  u^porianity 
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of  exBininiDg  him,  or  the  uther  persons  meg. 
cloned  in  tlie  Appendix,  letter  U,  hereunto  an. 
nexed ; and  the  said  stock  charged  as  sold  to 
them,  amounis  to  92,00Qf.  a 

As  to  the  Lords  uf  Parliament,  and  members 
of  (bis  House,  named  in  tbe  said  account  of 
stock  sold,  wbicli  account  of  stock  amounts  iu 
tbe  whole  to  184,000f.  the  patticulan  of 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  Appendix,  C; 
your  Committee  lay  before  tbe  House  all 
Clio  exainiuMions  by  iliem  taken  relating 
thereto,  in  the  words  uf  tlic  examination  them- 
selves. 

Air.  Raiert  Surwan  being  examined,  and 
shewed  the  said  accounts  of  stock  sold,  as  to 
[he  several  articles  of  30,0001.  and  2,0001. 
Slock  to  lord  Chciwyud,  of  tlie  15ih  and  17cb 
February,  1719,  at  tlie  rates  of  179  and  isSA 
per  cent,  says,  (hat  when  be  was  (by  Mr. 
knight’s  direction)  preparing  the  said  account 
of  slock  sold,  to  be  laid  before  tlio  House,  Mr. 
Knigbt  read  those  sums  to  him  out  of  the 
green  book,  (nientioued.  io  his  former  exami- 
nation) wherein  this  examinant  at  tbe  same 
time  saw  the  lord  Cfaetwynd's  nume,  at  the  heap 
of  ou  account  therein  kept  between  bis  lordship 
and  Mr.  Knight ; nnd  the  examinant  verily 
believe^  that  his  lordship’s  name  and  the 
aforesaid  sums,’  aud  all  oiber  names  and  sums 
which  were  read  out  of  the  said  green  book, 
are  real,  and  that  such  persons  had  such 
stock  actually  held  for  them ; aud  that  these 
two  sums  were  really  held  by  Mr.  Knigbt  for 
lord  Cbeiwynd’s  benefit,  who  had  the  power 
over  so  much  stock,  aud  bad  a right  at  any 
time  to  demand  the  difference,  ui  case  of  a 
rise ; and  the  examinant  never  lieard  that  bis 
lorditiip  either  paid  any  money  or  gave  secu- 
rity for  paying  for  tbe  said  stock. 

That  tbe  several  Entries  in  the  Account  Book 
of  Stock  sold,  viz. 

j:-  £■ 

To  Tbo.  Wynne,  esq.  2,000  at  180  Feb.  13 
John  RobarCs,  esq,  - 1,000  — 178  March  1 
Edward  Kolr,  esq.  • 3,000  — 174F  ditto 
Samuel  Tnffuell,  esq.  5,000—  182  ditto  11 
Jolm  Bridge  - - - 3,000  — 200  ditto  17 
Col.  James  Scot  - - 1,000  — 250  ditto  81 
Wm.Cbecwyod, esq.-  3,000  — 275  diuo  22 
Tlie  same  person  - - 4,000  — 280  ditto 
Thomas  VVynne,  esq.  2,000  — 875  ditto  22 
Wm.  Furrester,  esq.  - 1,000  — 272  ditto 
Col.  Monroe  - - - e,000  — 275  ditto 
Patrick  Haldcii,  esq.-  2,000  — 280  ditto 
Edward  Roll,  esq.  - 8,000  — 285  ditto 
EarlofRoibes  - - 2.000  — 300  > ditto  1» 
Earl  of  Essex-  - - 2,000  — 305  ditto 
Lord  Haddington  - 2,000  — 308  ditto 
Marq.  of  Winchester  2,000  — 310  ditto 
Joseph  Banks,  esq.  - 1,000  — 310  ditto 
Wm.Chetwyml.esq.-  3,000  — 510  d'tto 
Col.  Montgomery  • 2,000  — 315  ditto 
Sir  Montague  Blundel  2,000  — 318  d'tto 
Sir  Wilfred  Lawson  - 1,000  — 3*0  ditto 
William  Yonae,  esq.-  3,000  — 330  Mar.  1» 
CutJ  tlfBilawei.*".-  ’ ei^jOOO'-t-OBO  ditto  29 
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were  nil  rend  to  this  exaTnimtnt  by  Mr.  Kiii^bt, 
out  of  the  said  green  booh,  and  are  of  cho  lane 
nalare;  and  couching  these  snnis,  lie  toys  the 
same  as  he  Im  said  concerning  the  first  men- 
tioned sums  of  30,000f.  and  4,000f.  charged  to 
be  sold  to  the  lord  Chetiryiid. 

As  to  the  ariicleof  the  IStli  of  Febriiarr, 
1719,  of  4,000f.  Stock,  and  charged  to  be  sold 
to  tieuC.  gen.  Pep|>er,  at  180f.  per  cent.  I'liis 
examinant  says,  it  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
first  mentioned  sums;  and  farther,  this  exa- 
minant believes  that  jteni  Pepper  bad  such 
iiock  taken  in  for  him  by  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  Knight  some  time  after  the  said  ISth  of 
February,  told  the  examinant,  that  he  had  sold 
it  for  the  general,  who  was  pngry  at  his  selling 
of  it  so  soon,  stock  soun  after  rising  higher; 
and  the  examinant  believes,  if  there  was  any 
difference,  the  same  wns  paid  nr  accounted  for 
by  Mr.  Knight  to  »n.  Pepper. 

As  to  (he  nrcielc  of 4,000f.at  S7fif.  per  cent, 
end  3,000/.  at  300/.  per  cent,  of  the  93rd 
and  85th  df  March,  chafed  to  sir  Wiltioa 
Gordon,  the  examinant  says,  they  ore  of  the 
inme  nature  as  the  first  mentioned  sums ; end 
farther,  that  he  had  several  limes  seen  sir  VVil- 
tiam  Gordon  witii  Mr.  Knight,  and  varily  be- 
lieves tlie  account  of  the  said  sums  were  ad- 
justed between  them. 

As  to  the  article  of  (be  15th  of  Febronry,  of 
90,000/.  to  lord  Gower,  he  say«,  That  tlint  was 
m transaction  uf  Mr.  Gibbon’s,  who  brought 
to  Mr.  Knight  a paper,  containing  (be  names 
of  persons  to  whom  be  had  disposed  of  the 
Company's  stock,  saying,  * Here  is  the  no- 
‘ count  of  the  stock  which  I have  disposed  ot? 
That  he  believes  (he  following nnmesand sums, 
•i’. 

Ld.  Gower  for  the  said  30,000  at  180  Feb.  IS. 
Lord  lansdown  fur  • 5,000  ac  160  Mar.  1. 
Ills  lordship  more-  - 5,000  at  1704  ditto, 
were  contained  in  the  paper  of  Mr.  Gibbon, 
and  frocn  that  paper  were  entered  by  the  exa- 
minant in  the  said  account  of  the  stock  sold, 
that  he  does  not  know  these  names  were  in  (he 
greeil  book,  but  believes  au  account  was  kept 
lietween  Mr.  Gibbon  and  Mr.  Knight  in  the 
said  green  book,  the  cxaminaiiC  having  seen 
Mr.  Gibbons  namf  io  that  bouk,  »t  the  head 
of  an  occoual,  and  believes  that  these  sums 
were  lield  or  taken  in  fur  (he  use  of  ibeseid  lord 
Gower  and  lord  Lausduwii. 

Thot  the  following  entries  iir  (be  account  of 
stock  sold,  viz. 

•f. 

l,tXX)  CO  sir  Cop.  Bampfield,  ot  375/.  per  cent. 
March  S3. 

ifiOO  Co  .Mr.  J.  Bampfield,  at  the  same  price 
and  time. 

1,000  to  sir  John  Btand,  ac  the  some. 

1,000  to  sir  Thomas  Seabriglit,  at  die  some. 

1.000  to  Henry  Dmcks.esq.atSfiO/.  saroeilay. 

1.000  to  Cherles  Longuovilte,  esq.  at  336/. 

March  35. 

1.000  CO  sir  William  Carew,  at  300/.  Mftr.Sl. 

were  all  bKtffibt  Cfifiter, 
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Knight,  io  a paper  containing  an  accouiu  of 
the  stock  dispostd  of  by  bim,  in  (be  same  raan- 
usr,  as  Mr.  Gibbon  brought  his  pcwtIciJar  sums, 
and  from  chne  paper  rim  examinant,  liy  Mr. 
Knight's  directiun,  entered  these  sams  m the 
acconnt  of  stock  sold. 

That  in  discourse  with  Mr.  Knight  since  this 
enquiry  began,  Mr.  Knight  has  often  expressed 
ft  great  deni  nf  nneaslni-ss  on  accoont  of  stock 
sold  and  banghc  for  the  Company,  saying,  b« 
had  in  these  affairs  obliged  several  persons, 
wiiom  he  did  not  care  to  name. 

Your  Committee,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Mr.  Forrester,  examined  Mr.  John  Mark,  ' 
banker,  and  os  to  (be  article  of  the  33rd  of 
March,  1719,  of  ^,000i.  Sonth  Sea  stock 
cjiBiged  Co  be  sold  to  ilie  said  Mr.  Forrester  at 
873/.  per  cent,  he  says,  he  did  about  this  tima 
buy  at  market  fur  Mr.  Forrester,  3,000/.  or 
3,000/.  South  Sea  stock,  at  or  aboac  (hat  price, 
and  that  Mr.  Forrester  being  disappointed  of 
money  to  pay  fur  1,000/,  of  it  (sir  Lambert 
Blackwell,  wfio  hod  bought  an  annnity  of  lOO/. 
of  him,  not  paying  for  it,  because  of  on  objec- 
tion to  the  iitie)  Mr.  Forrester  applied  to  the 
examinant  to  lend  him  money  upon  the  1,000/. 
stoid:,  for  two  or  three  days,  which  the  exa- 
minant not  being  able  to  do,  he  desired  him  to 
get  it  for  him  of  a friend ; upon  which  the  exa- 
minant applied  to  air  Lambert  Blackwell,  and 
be  told  him,  he  would  ask  Mr.  Knight  to  do  it, 
which  Mr.  Knight,  by  sir  Lambert's  desire,  ac- 
cordingly did,  opon  the  examinant’s  engi^ng 
(0  pa^  him  the  money  in  a few  days,  and  the 
exammunc  named  Mr.  Forrester  to  sir  Lambert 
Blackwell. 

The  examinant  aftenvards  told  Mr.  Forres- 
ter. he  had  got  the  stock  taken  in  for  him  for  a 
few  days,  but  did  not  tell  him  by  whom ; that 
in  a short  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Forrester  paid 
the  examinant  the  principal  and  interest,  and 
Che  examinant  paid  Mr.  Knight. 

Mr.  Alari,  in  u subseweur  examination, 
says,  (hat,  to  Che  best  of  this  exmninatit’s  re- 
membrance, the  I.OOOi.  stock  mentioned  in  his 
former  exnmiDation,  was  by  Mr.  Forrester's 
direction,  transferred  to  Mr.  Sambrocke  by 
this  examinant,  liefore  ihisexaminant  paid  Mr. ' 
Knight  the  money  mentioned  in  bis  said  former 
examination. 

Sir  Lamiert  Blaehrrll  being  likewise  oxa- 
Biined,  at  Mr.  Forrester’s  request,  says,  chat 
abcDt  Februa^  or  March,  1719,  Mr.  Mark 
Bold  the  examinant,  that  he  liad  bought  t,OO0l, 
stock  for  Mr.  Forrester,  and  that  Mr.  Forrester 
wanted  money  for  n few  dnys  to  pay  for  it ; 
Mr.  Mark  desired  the  examinant  to  speak  to 
Mr.  Knight  to  advance  the  oinnsy,  (which  the 
examinant  accorriingly  did ; and  tlie  exa- 
minant afterwards  tnfd  Mr.  Mark,  that  Mr, 
Knight  did  advance  the  money)npon  hisagrec- 
ing  to  repay  it;  and  that  he,  Mr.  Mark,  re- 

Caid  it  with  ioterest,  very  soon  after  it  was  SO 
arrowed. 

Mr.  John  Fdaitn  being  also  «Dmitied,  at 
the  desire  of  Mr.  Bstresier,  says,  he  never 
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nock  told  mu  laid  boTore  die  House:  Tliai  read  to  tbe  exnminantoui ol' green  boob 
since  that  time  be  met  Mr.  Fombter  «t  a i as.be  iiastatd  iu  a rurmerexanuustioii.  ' 
Uvern,  who  seemed  to  be  much  surprised  at  i That  ahmit  the  3dih  of  hlarcb,  172U,  Wi|. 
the  charge  of  l,000f.  stock  to  him,  aud  de-  | liam  Cbecwjnd,biutber-in-Iaw  to  lord  Uluudell 
dared,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it;  and  he  gave  transferred  jOOf.  stock  to  this  exaioinniit,  trliicb 
the  examioBOt,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  he  uiiderstoiMi  was  an  additional  security  ibr 
there,  such  a relation  of  the  matter,  os  induced  stock  token  in  by  Mr.  Knight ; that  after  the 
them  to  believe  he  was  dene  of  the  affair,  but  enquiiy  began  in  parliament  ubout  the  Suuih- 
the  particulars  of  this  relation  tliis  examinant  Sea  affairs,  Mr.  Ciictwynd  coiae  to  tlie  exa- 
cannoc  remember.  mioonc  to  know  how  that  bOOi.  was  nppUed; 

As  to  the  article  of  3,000f.  stock  charged  to  and  the  examinant  told  him  that  it  still  ru- 
sir  Montague  BlundeU  (now  lord  niunddi)  mained  due  from  him  to  Mr.  Cheiwynd,  and 
your  Coriunitcee,  at  his  lordship's  request,  exa-  at  that  time  Mr.  Cbetwynd  told  Inm,  the  exa- 
raioed  William  Chetwynd,  ef^.  Charles  CoU  minaiit,  it  was  n security  taken  in  by  Mr. 
bourne,  and  Mr.  Robert  Surmau.  Mr.  Cbet-  Knigbt,  for  lord  Btnnddl  and  himself ; and  this 
wynd  says,  that  on  or  about  (be  3dth  day  of  examiuant  believes  lord  Blundell  was  then 
March,  172.0,  the  said  lord  Bundell  desired  with  Mr.  Cbetwynd,  by  reason  the  examinant, 
this  examinant  to  transfer  300/.  South  Sea  through  the  hurry^  of  business,  had  neglected, 
stock,  which  the  examinant  iiad  in  crust  for  to  take  directions  from  %Ir.  Knight  how  to  ap- 
lord  Kuadell,  to  Mr.  Knight,  as  an  additional  ply  it. 

aecuriqr  for  1,000/.  stock  taken  in  by  him  for  The  said  Mr.  Rcbert  Furman  being  at  the 
lord  Blundell,  at  Sl(i/.  per  cent,  amounting  to  request  of  Thomns  Wynn,  esq.  faruier  exa- 
d,l(K)/,  which  Ihe  examinant  accordingly  mined  byyourCommitcce,  as  to  the  saidscock, 
did.  said  Co  be  sold  by  iiim,  says,  he  can  say  no 

That  tlie  examinant  thiaking  the  said  300/,  more  eonceraing  that  matter  than  he  hns  said 
stock,  together  with  the  said  1,000/.  stock,  in  bis  furmcr  examination, 
more  chan' a sufficient  security  for  the  said  Sir  JoAn  B/uiit  being  examined  the  20ih  of 
S,160/.  did  apply  to  IMr.  Knight  to  take  in  January,  1720,  says,  he  was  privy  to  the  sell* 
1,000/.  stock  Ibr  him  (the  examinant)  upon  the  iog  of  stock  fur  the  Company ; that  he  did 
said  6, UOO/.  of  additional  security,  at  32U/.  per  himself  dispose  of  6,000/.  part  of  the  Com* 
cent,  or  thereahouts,  which  Mr.  Knight  com*  panv’s  said  stock,  to  col.  Monroe,  a member  uf 
plied  witb,at  the  sole  request  and  desireofiho  parhament,  at  373/.  per  cent,  that  to  the  best 
examinant.  of  the  cxanunnnt’s  remembrance,  col.  Monroe 

'Tbat  neither  this  examinant  nor  lord  Blun*  desired  some  stock  to  be  taken  in  for  hiin,(tlut 
dell,  have  received  any  inaniier  of  profitorad-  is,  to  havcihemuuey  advanced  for  him  forsn 
vantage  hy  either  of  the  said  1,000/.  stuck ; for  much  stock)  that  he  sent  one  Loper.  a broker, 
ibe  sstd  2,000/.  now  remains  ui  (he  hands  of  to  him,  to  laku  it  in;  but  this  examinant  Lad 
Mr.  Knight;  or  his  agents;  together  with  the  leave  from  some  uf  die  gurernors  and  direc* 
300/.  stock  additional  security,  which  they  in  tors,  to  let  Mr.  Alonrne  have  so  mud>  of  the 
nil  probability  must  lose  in  (his  affair.  Company's  stock;  and  upon  that,  this  exu- 

The  said  3,000/.  stuck  are  distinct  accounts;  minaiitiold  the  broker,  he  would  take  it  in  for 
for  this  examinant  did  transfer  to  the  said  lord  him,  and  sell  it  himself,  that  there  was  no  stock 
Blundell's  use,  230/.  stock,  being  his  share  of  transferred,  but  this  examinant  uve  Mr. 
the  additional  security  aforesaid  ; und  this  Knight  an  account  of  so  much  of  die  Com* 
examiaaiH  did  believe,  when  this  mutter  was  pany's  stock  sold  to  Mr.  Monroe;  that  in 
trtlasacied,  that  it  was  an  account  with  Mr.  April  last  (Co  the  best  of  hisremembrac:e)col. 
Knight  only,  wherein  tlie  Company  was  no  Monroe,  or  bis  brother,  desired  hisstock  might 
wnys  concerned.  be  sold,  and  upon  time,  tiiis  examinant  refer- 

The  said  CAnr/rs  Cu/e3ournebciiigcxamined,  red  him  to  Mr. Kuight  to  deliver  it;  that  he 
says,  he  did  on  or  about  ibu  36th  of  March  does  not  know  that  col.  Monroe  gave  any  se* 
1730,  buy  1,000/.  Soutit-Sea  stock  by  die  di-  curiiy  to  the  Company  to  answer  the  273/. 
rection  of  Mr.  Thomas  liuldip,  and  Mr.  Wil-  cent,  other  than  the  said  agreement  made  be- 
liaiu  Cbetwynd,  or  one  of  them,  but  fur  the  tween  this  examinant  and  the  said  broker, 
account  of  cbe  said  lord  Blundell,  at  tlie  rate  That  lie  also  disposed  of  1,000/.  other  part 
of  316/.  per  cent,  which  stock  was  paid  for  by  of  the  Company’s  saidscock,  to  Jos.  Banks, 
Mr.  Surmau,  by  order  of  Mr.  Knight,  on  or  esq.  (a  member  of  this  House)  at  310/.  per 
about  tlie  28th  day  of  ibc  said  March  1730,  cent,  nliu  desired  this  examinant  to  sell  him 
and  at  the  enme  time  300/.  more  stock  was  much  stock  at  the  oiarkct  price,  nod  to  take  his 

traiisierred  by  tbesaidMr.  Cbetwynd  to  the  note,  payable  in  a month  or  six  weeks,  fur  the 

Mid  Surmtn,  wliich  (as  tbesaid  Cbetwynd  then  money,  which  be  accordingly  did,  which  was 
iiifociDutI  lilts  exemiuont)  was  so  transferred,  paid  about  May  following,  at  which  rime,  (he 
fur,  and  as  a fartlier  security  for  tlie  repayment  stock  nasadvaiiced  in  ralac;  and  this  exa* 

uf  3, ISO/,  then  paid  fur  (he  said  1,000/.  stock,  uiinont  paid  iliat  money  to  Mr.  Knight  for  the 

at  the  said  rate  of  31S/.  percent,  wiili  iutercat  company's  use,  soon  after  be,  received  it. 
for  the  same.  That  after  the  time  of  agreciug  with  Mr. 

The  said  fiarwaa  being  exaroined  says,  there  Banks  for  this  stock,  it  fell  in  value  for  »«• 
was  3,000/,' '''Itotk  ufan'l^il' lb  iotii ’Bloodeii,'  ' thOetnusBhtkd  ; SirJcp* 
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Blu<'tgav«  Mr.  Banks  a note  to  transfer  tbe 
ouauiily  of  stock,  and  took  Mr.  Banks's  note 
for  the  money  : Some  time  after  these  notes 
were  given,  and  after  the  money  paid,  Mr. 
Banks  difcd  to  borrow  4,000f.  (as  lie  believes) 
OH  this  stock  i and  he  believes  Mr,  Kiiigbc  took 
ibis examinaat’s note  as  so  mucli  stock:  that 
be  believes  Mr.  Knight  lent  him  4,000f.  ac- 
cordingly, in  Junelastj  that  be  bad  no  view 
towards  the  facilitating  the  bill  in  the  dlspi>s.-U 
of  tbit  stock,  the  said  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Banks  beiog  inclined  to  pass  the  bill,  before 
the  stock  was  disposed  of  to  them  (as  they  bail 
declared  to  bint.)  Your  committee,  at  the  de- 
sire of  tbe  said  cot.  Moorue,  exadiined  Gabriel 
Lopes,  a broker,  as  to  die'  said  6,000/.  stock 
charg^  to  be  sold  to  col.  Monroe;  and  he 
says,  that  aboat  the  middle  of  March  1719-SO, 
the  said  col.  Monroe  seuc  for  him  to  Oorranay'i 
coffee-house,  and  gave  him  a letter  directed  to 
sir  John  Blunt,  in  wliicb  (to  the  best  of  the 
examinant’s  remembrance)  col.  Monroe  de- 
sired him  to  take  io  for  him  6,000f.  South-Sea 
stock  at  interest,  aud  that  he  would  repay  him 
sgHin  in  a month.  At  the  same  time,  col. 
Monroe  ordered  the  examinant  to  buy  for  him 
the  said  sum  of  6,000/.  South-Sea  stock,  which 
the  examinant  did  at  the  same  time,  of  sir 
John  Blunt,  at  97bh  per  cent,  which  was  the 
then  market  price : and  sir  John  Blunt  did  at 
tbe  same  time,  agree  to  place  tbe  said  sum  of 
6,000f.  Soulb-Sea  stock,  to  col.  Monroe's  ac- 
count : and  says,  that  within  a month  after- 
wards, col.  Monroe  ordered  him  to  sell  the 
sameOiOOOf.  South-Sea  stock  again;  which  he 
accordingly  did,  to  Mr.  Patterson,  at  SSO/.  per 
cent.  And  Mr,  Patterson  and  Mr.  Surmau,  by 
onler  of  sir  John  Blunt,  did  adjust  the  said 
stock  with  col.  Monroe,  who  did  (to  the  best  of 
his  remeinbraoce)  pay  about  80/.  for  inte- 
rest, and  sir  John  Blunt  gave  the  examinant 
commission  fur  selling  the  said  stock. 

The  said  T/utmut  Paffrrton  being  hereupon 
examined  by  your  Cuinmiiiee,  at  the  desire  of 
the  said  colonel  Monroe,  be  says,  that  at  the 
latter  end  of  March.  1719-30,  colonel  Monroe 
desired  the  examinant  to  lay  out  some  money 
for  him  in  South  Sea  slock;  upon  which  the 
examinant  gave  the  colonel  a letter  of  credit 
on  Mr.  Lopez,  (who  transacted  mostly  the  ex- 
aininani's  business)  CO  act  fiir  the  said  colonel 
Monroe,  to  the  value  of  30,000/.  In  a day  or 
two  after  (the  examinant  says)  the  rol  inel  in- 
treated  him  to  Cake  in  6,000/.  Soucii  Sea  stock 
fur  a month,  which  stock  lie  would  purchase  ; 
the  examinant  beiog  much  nut  of  ca^li,  wbicli 

J prevented  his  complying,  lie  went  with  the  cu- 
noel  to  the  Sword  Bliiile  Company,  and  prof- 
ferred  himself  ns  a futher  security  to  sir  George 
CaswnJI,  if  be  would  take  in  tbe  said  stock. 
Sir  George  acquainted  them,  be  had  disposed 
of  all  the  money  he  could  spare,  and  the  then 
examinant  came  from  the  Sword  Blnife  oSke, 
with  the  colonel  to  Garraway’a  coffee-house  ; 
sir  John  Blunt  being  in  the  coffee-room ; the 
examinant  said  to  tlie  colonel,  you  are  acquaint- 
ed with  sir  Jji>hn.BsHot,be.» 

Vot.  VJI. 
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nik  him  to  lend  the  money  on  6,000/.  Sooth 
Sea  stock,  and  tell  him,  1 will  be  a farther  se- 
curity for  aeeing  the  money  repaid.  Upon  ibia 
the  colonel  went  to  air  John  Blunt,  and  in  ■ 
liulc  time  after  the  examinant  went  to  cbem, 
and  told  sir  John  Blunt  be  would  be  bound  fur 
any  o->ncy  he  should  lend  tlie  oolooel  on  stock, 
which  siejohu  Blunt  did  not  object  to,  and 
from  chat  time  the  examinant  thought  himself 
bound  to  see  the  money  repaid,  which  sir  John 
Blunt  should  lend  tbe  colonel  on  stock  ; and 
in  11  few  days  alter,  the  colonel  acquitiuted  the 
examinant,  that  Lopez  had  bou^t  for  him 
6,000/,  South  Sea  stock,  at  367/.  per  cent,  and 
that  sir  Jr>bn  Blunt  bad  lent  the  monev,  and 
desired  ihe  examinant  to  iie  reatly  to  unswor 
the  difference  if  any  should  happen  ; the  ex- 
aminant Culd  the  culonel  be  was  ready  when 
sir  John  Blunt  should  demand  it.  That  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  sir  John  Bluniat  (be  South 
Sea  house,  cold  tbe  examinant  be  should  want 
bis  money  before  the  1st  of  Mai,  1730,  and 
thereupon  the  exnmiiiaut  assured  nim  he  might 
depend  ou  its  being  repaid,  for  be  would  sell 
the  stock  and  see  it  performed.  Accordingly 
the  examiuanc  sold  the  slock  in  April,  and  ^ 
John  Blunt  sent  the  examinanl's  broker  to  6ur» 
man  to  deliver  the  stuck.  He  says  the  mouey 
with  interest  wasrepaid  Surman,  on  the  delivery 
of  the  stuck,  and  ibattae  did  not  know  sir  John 
Blunt  sold  the  stock,  or  that  it  was  the  Com- 
pany's, till  January  last,  for  the  transaction  ap- 
peared to  tbe  examinant  as  if  it  had  been  upon 
sir  John’s  own  account. 

Your  Committee  having  received  a letter 
from  Mr.  Banks,  desiring  that  sir  John  Blunt 
might  be  farther  examined  as  to  the  said 
1,000/.  stock  : your  Committee  accordingly 
again  examined  him,  and  he  says,  tbut  he 
never  did  tell  Mr.  Banks  that  this  was  tbe  Com- 
pany’s stock  till  about  Christmas  last,  and  he 
believes  till  that  time  Mr.  Banks  did  not  know 
that  it  was  so  : that  about  Christmas  last,  after 
ihis  enquiry  began,  the  examinant  went  to  Mr. 
BniikS,  and  (old  him,  this  1,000/.  was  the  Com- 
pany's stock  : at  which  Mr.  Banks  was  very 
iiiucli  surprized,  but  smd  that  it  siguiiied  no- 
ibing  to  him,  or  to  that  effect  i the  examinant 
says,  he  also  (by  tbe  dircctioo  of  Mr.  Knight) 
offered  to  leave  Mr,  Bnnks’s  name  out  of  the 
list,  which  Mr.  Banks  refused,  saying,  as  bo 
had  bonghi  it,  and  hooescly  paid  tor  it,  and 
more  than  he  could  afterwards  bate  bougbi  it 
for,  he  would  not  have  bis  name  cancelled,  or 
to  that  effect : that  Mr.  Banks  also,  a day  or 
two  afterwards,  wrote  the  examinant  a letter  t» 
tliis  purpose,  which  letter  be  has  at  present  mil- 
laid. 

Your  Committee  likewise,  at  Mr.  Banks’s 
requi-sc,  examiiial  Mr.  Joseph  Banks,  jun.  bis 
soQ  : who  says  that  he  nos  not  present  either 
when  his  fniher  Joseph  Banks,  esq.  bought 
the  said  1,000/.  South  Sea  siock  of  sic  John 
Blunt,  or  paid  him  S,10Uh  for  it,  on  the  6ih  of 
May  1780,  but  was  informed  thereof  by  bis  fa- 
ther, who  talked  of  it  publicly,  not  as  a favour 
dioue  ir..thiog.!»,b^WilRilf4^r^u(M 

SG 
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>Q  accideoui  bargaio,  and  ofieD  said,  he  could 
have  bought  it  soon  aiterwards  near  500/. 
chea[jeriii  Eschauge  alle}>. 

That  about  the  Oib  or  lOcbof  June,  when 
stock  wus  750/.  per  cent,  and  the  South  Sea 
Company  were  making  a loan  of 400/.  per  cent, 
ou  tneir  stock,  the  examinant  desired  liis  fa- 
ther either  to  borrow  or  let  him  borrow- 4,000/. 
on  that  slock  ; which  be  consented  to,  but  tofd 
the  ezainiuant,  that  sir  John  Blunt  (to  save  the 
charge  of  a transfer  and  being  in  a hurry)  had 
only  given  him  a note  for  transferring  the  said 
stuck,  and  then  gave  the  examinant  the  said 
note,  uf  which  he  kept  a copy,  and  the  same  is 
in  the  Allowing  vvords : 

‘ May  6th,  1720. 

‘ I promise  to  transfer  to  Joseph  Banks, 

‘ esq.  or  order,  1,000/.  South  Sea  StoeV,  value 
‘received.  John  Bicux.’ 

Which  note  the  examinant,  on  the  10th  of 
Juoe,  carried  to  the  Souib-Sca  House,  and  eiv- 
quired  Ibr  sir  John  Blunt;  nnd  after  some  time 
muntl  out  die  room  at  the  bottom  of  the  great 
stairs,  where  he  was  with  several  other  gentle- 
men, and  was  c.alled  in,  and  shewing  him  the 
note,  told  liiiii,  that  he  was  come  to  have  (be 
8iud  1,000/.  stock  transferred  to  Mr.  Banks, 
which  sir  Jolm  Blunt  said  he  would  do  imme- 
diately; hut  there  being  tbeoagreat  crowd, 
he  desired  the  examinant  to  stay  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  which  the  examinan'.  accordingly  did,  but 
the  crowd  still  cootinuiog,  sir  John  Blunt  re- 
fused to  go ; at  which  the  examinant  being  an- 
gry, and  not  willing  to  wait  any  longer,  sir  John 
said,  he  would  desire  Mr.  Knight  to  do  it  for 
him,  aud  that  Lc  would  transfer  the  like  sum 
to  Mr.  Knight  another  time;  wldch  the  exa- 
minant cOQsented  to,  and  gave  liim  up  his  said 
note,  taking  of  hiq  at  the  same  time  another 
pote  hi  the  fuJIowing  words, 

’ ‘ June  loth,  1720. 

‘ 1 promise  to  transfer  to  Hubert  Knight,  | 
‘ esq.  or  order,  1,000/.  South-Sen  stock,  value 
* received  1,000/.  South-Sea  stock  uf  John  i 
‘ Banks,  esq.  ‘ JouJi  Bivbt.’  I 

Which  note  the  examinant  immediately  con- , 
veyed  to  Mr.  Knight,  in  a room  up  stairs,  at  the 
SoutU-Sea  House  ; and  having  acquainted  him 
with  the  matter,  gave  tiim  sir  John  Blunt’s  last 
mentiuiied  note,  upon  which  he  made  an  entry 
in  a book,  uhicli  the  examinant  says,  he 
thought  was  iransferriug  it,  but  the  exoininant 
did  not  sign  any  tiling,  but  received  from  Mr. 
Knight  4,000/.  for  his  father's  use,  as  a loan 
Upon  the  said  stock;  which  Mr.  Knight  very 
readily  paid  him  witlinut  taking  any  noie  or  se- 
cority  for  it,  from  tlic  examinnnt,  save  the  de- 
livering up  sir  John  Blunt's  noteas  aforesaid. 

That  there  was  not  one  word  passed  from  sir 
John  Blunt  to  .Mr.  Knight,  as  if  time  stock  had 
tieen  the  Company's  stock,  nor  did  the  exa- 
tninant  think,  or  in  the  least  suspect  it  to  he  so ; 
that  Che  said  4,000k  is  nut  yet  repaid,  but  re- 
inaios  dug  upon  the  said  stock,  for  ought  he 

\iWtH.  - i I'i'i''-..'  ■-l.-  .1' 


Your  Committee, at  the  requester  col.  Scott 
examined  Charles  Asgill;  who  inya,  that  on  or 
aboot  the  1st  day  of  April,  1720,  he  did,  by 
order  of  Mr.  Thomas  Patterson,  buy  of  Mat- 
thew Weymondsold,  1,000/.  South-Sea  stock 
at  309/.  per  cent,  to  be  paid  for  on  ilie  4tb  of 
the  same  month ; that  applying  to  itlr.  Patter- 
sou  fur  the  money,  to  pay  for  the  same,  he  or- 
dered this  examinant  to  go  to  Mr.  Knight,  in 
the  name  of  col.  James  Scott,  to  borrow  it; 
that  the  examinant  accordingly  went,  but  .Mr. 
Knight  would  lend  no  more  than  2,500/.  no  the 
said  1,000/.  stock,  being  after  the  rate  of  350/. 
per  cent,  of  which  this  examinant  acquainted 
Mr.  Patterson;  wlio  approving  thereof,  gave 
this  exaininaiic  590/.  to  reduce  the  said  1,000/. 
stock  from  309,  to  230/.  per  cent,  which  being 
done,  the  said  1,000/.  stock  was,  on  the  said 
4th  of  April,  1720,  transferred  by  Mr.  Surmaii, 
by_  Mr.  Knight's  order,  at  250/.  per  cent. ; that 
this  whole  uOair  was  transacted  by  the  tliiec- 
cion  of  Mr.  Patterson,  and  the  exaiiiiuant  did 
Dot  knuw  coi.  Scott  till  a causidcrabie  time 

The  said  Mr.  Asgill  being  alto  exainineil,  at 
the  request  of  col.  Montgomery,  as  Co  the  said 
2,000/i  stock  charged  to  be  suld  to  him ; says, 
(bat  on  or  about  the  29tli  of  March,  1720,  this 
examinaot,  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Thomas  Patter- 
son, went  to  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  in  the  name  of 
col.  Mooigumery,  to  borrow  uiuiicy  on  3,000/. 
Souch-Sea  stock,  which  Mr.  Knight  complied 
with ; but  said,  he  would  lend  no  more  ihoa 
5,000/.  on  2,000/.  stock,  being  at  the  rate  of 
250/.  per  cent.  uiJess  500/.  stock  more  was 
transferred  to  him,  or  his  order,  asa  farther  se- 
curity, and  tlieu  lie  would  lend  0,300/.  being 
after  the  rate  of  SIS/,  per  cent,  llie  then 
market  price;  but  told  this  examinant,  that  if 
the  genclcmao  had  not  bouglit  the  said  2,000/. 
stuck,  not  to  let  him  buy  it,  for  that  lie  (Mr, 
Knighi)  would  sell  ie'iiim,  ra’hcc  th»u  puzzle 
his  accounts  with  transfers,  ami  being  at  the 
trouble  of  raising  the  money;  of  which  this 
examinant  acquainted  Mr.  Patterson,  who  ap- 
jiroving  tliereof,  ordcrril  the  examinant  10  buy 
ihe  said  2,000/.  stock  of  Mr.  Knight,  which  he 
dill  accordingly  at  313/.  per  cent,  and  Mr. 
Knight  agreed  to  continue  the  said  2,000/. 
stock  in  liis  own  name,  on  coiiUiuoi)  clist  the 
said  300/.  stuck  was  transferred,  as  a furiher 
security  for  the  taking  of  the  said  2,000/.  stock, 
and  payment  uf  llie  said  6,SU0/.  being  313/. 
per  cent,  agreed  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  with 
interest,  which  300/.  additional  stock  was  iic- 
cordiiigly  transferred  to  Mr.  Surman  by  Mr. 
Knigiit's  order,  on  the  same  day,  or  the  day  fol- 
lowing ; That  ibis  whole  affair  was  transacted 
by  Mr.  Patterson’s  direction,  and  lliatbcdid 
not  know  col.  Montgomery  till  a monili  after, 
or  longer. 

Your  Committee  examining  the  sahl  Patter- 
sou,  at  the  request  of  the  said  col.  Scott,  and 
col.  Mooigoiuery,  be  says,  that  abuut  ilic  latter 
end  of  March  1719,  col.  Jolm  Montgomery 
and  cul.  James  Scott,  desired  the  exaniiuaut  to 
buyi'  toate'  St/otli-SSiisfieiA'fut  their  use,  ana 
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vpOD  their  account,  which  the  cxuninnnt  con- 
MDied'to;  nnd  thereupon  sent  forMr.  Asiiill 
a broker,  nnd  gave  liini  directions  to  buv  9,000^ 
Soucb*8ea  stock,  viz.  8,000h  for  cof.  Mont- 
gomery, and  1,000^.  For  col.Scoit,  and  toM  As- 
gill  be  would  give  tiny  semrity  ibat  sbouid  be 
demanded  by  any  person.'  who  would  Inke  in 
the  said  S,OOOA  slock.  Asgilt  then  said  to  the 
extnDinaDt,  he  would  go  and  propose  il  to  Mr. 
Knight;  and  Asgill  returned  to  the  exoiRinaoc 
in  half  nil  honr,  and  acquainted  the  ezaminant,  ' 
Mr.  Knight  would  take  in  9,000F.  stock  for  cot. 
Mrratgoiucry,  if  500/.  more  stock  wns  trans-  i 
ferred  to  him  Ibr  securing  the  same : And  that 
Mr.  Knight  would  lend  8,500/.  money  on  1,000/. 
stock  fur  col.  James  Scott,  both  which  the  eza- 
tniuunt  approved  of,  and  ordered  Avgill  to  buy 
the  1,000/.  stock  fnr  col.  James  Scott,  end  gave 
him  money  to  reduce  the  slock  to  SSO/.  per 
cent,  and  the  examiuanl  transferred  (be  500/. 
stock  to  Mr.  Knight  for  col.  Montgomery. 

Sir  John  Ill-lilt  being  examined,  and  asked 
whether  he  did  not  know,  or  believe  that  the 
said  574,500/.  slock,  or  any  part  thereof,  was 
disposed  ufio  facilitate  the  passing  of  the  bill 
10  parliament  ? He  says,  that  the  first  parcel  (to 
the  best  of  his  remembrance^  of  tiie  said  stock 
which  was  disposed  of  (its  tliis  examioont  was 
iofbnued  by  Mr.  Gibbon,  one  of  the  directors) 
was  about  the  sum  of  80,000/:  or  30,000/.  sola 
er  disposed  of  by  the  said  Gibbon  (to  the  best 
of  bis  remembmnee)  that  the  iuteotioii  thereof 
was  fur  the  service  of,  and  to  make  more 
friends  for  the  Compsuy,  nud  be  does  not 
know  at  what  price ; That  be  docs  not  know 
whether  any  money  was,  or  was  not  paid  to  the 
Company  for  the  said  slock,  nor  does  he  know 
any  tiling  more  relating  to  the  said  transaction. 

Your  committee  examiqing  tlie  said  Mr.  Gib- 
bon, as  to  the  account  of  slock  entered  iu  the 
cash-book  to  be  sold,  he  say's,  lie  never  saw 
any  account  of  it,  but  what  is  in  the  book,  until 
a paper  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Knight  was  shewn 
him,  after  the  order  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  he  looked  upon  it  hot  cursorily. 

He  says,  that  about  the  latter  end  of  Fe- 
hruury  lust,  Mr.  Kuight  said  to  liim,  il  would 
he  for  the  Company's  advantage  to  sell  some 
sfick,  it  being  then  at  a good  price,  between 
170  and  18oZ  per  cent,  and  if  the  bid  did  not 
pass,  it  would  be  well  sold,  and  if  it  did  pass, 

■ he  rest  would  sell  aia  better  price;  that  he 
dues  not  know  that  the  Company  had  then 
stock  to  dispose  of. 

That  Mr.  Knight  said,  he  was  to  lake  upou 
binucif  the  trnoiaeiiug  that  stock,  and  liic  per- 
sons to  wlinm  it  wss  (o  be  deliver^  w^re  to  he 
acconniahle  for  the  price;  but  that  l.c  was  to 
transact  lids  ou  behalf  of  the  Compuny;  and 
that  tlie  persons  who  were  to  Uive  it,  might 
either  have  it  transferred  cu  them,  or  take  ibe 
difirreiice. 

He  does  not  know  of  any  stock  disposed  of 
to  anv  member  of  either  Hou‘c  nf  parliaraent, 
except  what  is  mentioned  to  be  done  by  him, 
in  the  account  delivered  in  to  the  House;  and 
does  not  remeinibucap.^'OiW.dific.'liPdrcdistack-ii 


lie  believes  that  Mr.  Knight  told  him,  that 
Mr.  linlditrh  and  Mr.  Hawes  disposed  of  stock 
to  members  of  the  House  of  Commoas,  who 
are  not  named  in  the  account  delivered  in  to 
the  House. 

As  to  the  80,000/.  charged  in  the  account  To 
lord  Gower,  he  says  that  lord  Gower  sent  to 
him  about  the  latter  end  of  Febru^  last,  to 
help  him  to  buy  30,000/.  stock,  which  ibis  ex- 
aminant said  he  would  try  to  do,  and  believed 
he  could  do  it;  that  the  same  day,  or  the  next 
day,  chji  examinant  spoke  to  Mr.  Knight,  aud 
asked  lilm  to  undertake  to  deliver  this  stock,  at 
three  months  time,  at  ISO/,  per  cent,  which  he 
complied  with ; and  this  examinant  took  Mr. 
Knight's  note  for  so  much  stock  accordingly; 
and  it  was  understood  that  the  stock  'was  to  bo 
delivered  three  months  after,  it  being  not  paid 
for  before,  with  the  interest  in  the  mean  time  : 
that  he  gave  lord  Gower  his  own  note  fur  the 
dclivera  of  this  Stock  in  three  months,  nnd  took 
his  lordWp's  note  to  accept  it,  and  pay  the  mo- 
ney in  ihret  months  lime  with  interest;  in  the 
mean  time,  that  there  was  4,000/.  South-Sea 
stock  translerred  to  this  examinant  ^asleward 
of  the  duke  of  Rutland , and  lord  uower  told 
the  examinant,  that  the  said  4,000/.  should  be 
transferred  to  him  as  farclier  security,  and  that 
the  duke  uf  Rutland  was  concerned  In  the  bar- 
gain ; says,  that  the  stock  wis  accordingly 
transferred  Co  Iiim  n few  days  afiernardt;  and 
lord  Gower  told  him,  some  part  of  Che  30,000/. 
stock  wet  afeerwards  sold  at  about  SCO/,  per 
cent,  (as  he  believes)  and  this  examinant  said, 
that  Mr.  Knight  received  the  money,  ami  kept 
the  account  of  it,  and  believes  tliat  lord  Goner 
did  uot  know  that  Mr.  Knight  transacted  it; 
and  says,  that  this  examinant's  agreement  with 
Mr.  Knigiit  for  the  delivery  uf  this  stock,  was 
absolute  in  all  events;  when  Mr.  Knight  after- 
wards, upon  making  up  the  account  of  stack 
said,  tola  this  examinaiit  that  iliis  80,000/,  was 
Compaiiy^s  stock,  and  must  be  put  down  so ; 
the  examinant  said,  then  he  must  give  liini  his 
on  11  name  and  the  name  of  b-ru  Gower,  to 
whom  it  was  disposed  of;  believes,  that  other 
part  of  tint  stock  was  sold  at  S50/.  per  cent, 
uiid  tlie  other  part  st  400/.  per  cent,  and  that 
no  part  of  the  money  was  paid  by  lord  Gower 
till  after  die  first  parcel  of  the  stock  was  sold, 
which  was  much  sooner  tliaii  the  time  of  pay- 
ment, and  the  account  was  made  up  by  Mr. 
Knight  about  the  end  of  the  three  months. 

As  to  the  two  sums  of  500/.  stock  each, 
charged.in  the  nccouut  to  lord  Lansdown,  this 
exainin.iiit  had  a note  from  Ins  lordship  for  nc- 
cepuuice  nnd  payment,  and  his  lordship  agreed 
to  give  oHCuriry,  hut  the  price  of  stock  rising, 
this  examinant  did  not  insist  upon  it 

He  believes  that  both  piircvls  of  stock  were 
sold  ill  about  a moiitli's  unie,  and  ihnt  part  of 
it  WU5  transferred  to  lord  and  lady  Laiudown, 
and  the  account  of  it  was  made  up,  and  the 
money  tn  be  paid  allowed  with  interest : that 
this  oxaminanl  beHoves  lord  Lantdown  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  being  the  Company  s stock; 

^ iUai'beig>ui<Kl>«(diLaiadqain;pv«innW  for  d»> 
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The  examinant  says,  he  Hoes  cot  Icnow  tlait 
the  stock  so  dispos^  of  hy  him,  nss  part  of 
the  fictitious  stock,  said  to  be  sold  b;  the 
Company ; but  as  to  his  belief  be  cannot  au- 
swer ; that  at  the  time  be  bought  this  stock  uf 
Mr.  Knight,  be  really  believed  it  was  Mr. 
Knight's  own  private  stock,  and  did  not  know, 
nor  had  heard,  that  Mr.  Kniglit  suld  or  tians. 
acted  any  of  the  Company's  stock  at  that  time 
or  before. 

Tiiat  when  he  wanted  to  buy  stock,  be  some* 
times  bought  it  of  Mr.  KuighL 
That  when  be  thus  disposed  of  the  aforesaid 
stock,  he  bad  a cousiderable  quantity  of  hti 
own  stock,  but  be  did  not  sell  ^e  said  gea> 
tiemen  bis  own  stock,  bnt  bought  it  of  Mr. 
Knight  for  them  os  aforesaid:  that  be  did  not 
know  tfaat  this  was  the  Company’s  stock,  til] 
about  the  time  be  saw  the  account  of  slock 
sold,  prepared  by  Mr.  Knight,  to  be  laid  before 
the  House ; and  then  Mr.  KnigUt  told  him,  tlisi 
the  stock  which  he  had  sold  him  was  part  ol 
the  stock  sold  by  the  Company. 

Sir  S/>bert  CAopfm  being  examined  as  to  the 
IfOOOL  Soutb-Sea  stock  sold  to  him  and  Bd> 
ward  Rolt,  «q.  by  Mr.  Knight  in  February, 
1719,  at  1744/.  per  cent,  says  the  agreerueni 
with  Mr.  Kuight  fur  this  stock  was  verbal,  and 
neither  the  examinant  nor  Mr.  Rolt  gave  any 
note  to  pay  for  it;  that  neither  he  nor  Mr. 
Rolt  knew  it  was  the  Company's  stock,  but 
thought  it  was  booght  with  Mr.  Knight's  mo* 
oey ; that  Mr.  Knight  and  he  going  into  a 
coach  together  to  Westminster,  the  examinant 
complained  be  had  not  money,  upnn  which 
Mr.  Knight  offered  to  buy  S.CKWf.  stock  for 
him;  that  at  Westminster  Mr.  Roll  made  the 
same  compltiint  of  want  of  money,  and  the  ex* 
amioani  told  him  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  Mr.  Knight;  and  then  Mr.  Rolt  and 
the  examinnntagreed  to  have  lO.OOOf.  stock  in 
pnrtuership,  Mr.  Knight  agreeing  to  get  it  far 
them  : tliat  Mr.  Rolt  and  he  afterwards  agreed 
to  sell  this  stock  at  197/.  per  cent,  and  Mr. 
Knight  paid  them  the  difference  of  the  ad- 
vanced price. 

Sir  JoAn  Felluies  being  examined  as  to  the 
fictitioas  stock  sold,  says,  that  he  heard  ihsc 
Mr.  Rolt,  of  Hertfordshire,  bad  some  stock  held 
for  him  by  the  Company:  and  says,  that  be  did 
not  pay  tiic  money  for  it,  (ns  this  examinant 
believes)  that  he  has  also  heard  Mr.  Wynn,  a 
memlierof  parliament,  had  some  stock  held 
for  him  in  the  same  manner,  without  paying 
for  it  (ns  he  believes) : That  he  believes  he  has 
lately  heard,  that  lord  Laiisdown  and  lord 
Oower  had  some  of  this  st«>ck  held  for  them  in 
tbesamu  manner:  And  that  these  things  were 
generally  transacted  by  Mr.  Knight,  and  thiC 
he  should  rather  bebeve  that  no  money  was 
paid  hy  them  lor  it. 

Mr.  Jamet  Cekbrook  being  exanriced,  i*J*j 
that  ill  December,  1719,  he  became  acquaint- 
ed a itli  sir  William  Goidon  (one  of  the  coow 
iflissioners  of  the  army  accounts)  the  exanU” 
I'WW  fwvwr  '^,5”,'  depending  be(h« 

tlie  stud  commsttoners:  That  be  was  cold  07 


livery  of  the  stock,  and  depended  upon  Mr. 
Knight  for  it;  and  believes  Mr.  Knight  intend- 
ed to  charge  the  said  lord  Lansdown's  stock  to 
the  Company's  account,  if  lie  could  get  it  al- 
lowed, otherwise  he  was  to  answer  it  himself. 
And  this  examinant  Cook  a note  from  Mr. 
Knight  CO  himself  for  delivery  of  the  said 
SO.opOf.  stock,  and  also  of  the  said  two  500/. 
slock ; end  that  lord  Lansdown’s  name  was  in* 
eerted  in  the  account,  in  the  same  manner  as 
lord  Gower’s. 

Mr.  Chttltr  being  examined,  says  that  the 
stock  be  disposed  of  to  memben  of  Mrliament, 
they  actually  booght  of  him,  and  be  believes 
knew  not  tkat  such  stock  was  the  Company’s. 
After  such  members  had  bought  the  stock  of 
him,  this  examinant  went  tu  Mr.  Knight,  and 
bought  so  much  Slock  ofliim,  and  ordered  him 
to  deliver  it  to  those  gentlemen,  to  whom  he 
bad  so  sold  it;  and  after  be  had  agreed  with 
Mr.  Knight,  the  examinant  referred  them  to 
Mr.  Knight,  with  whom  be  believes  they  trans- 
acted it. 

k That  the  dates  entered  in  the  accounts  of 
Stock  are  not  true,  as  be  believes. 

That  that  the  persons  to  whom  he  said  the 
stock,  were 

£,  per  eevt. 

Henry  Dracks,  esq.  - - 1,000  at  S60 
SirCupp.Bampfietd  - > 1,000  at  275 
Jubn  Bampfietd,esq.  - - 1,000  at  275 
Sir  John  Bland  - . - - 1,000  at  275 
Sir  Thomas  Seahrigbc  • 1,000  at  275 
Charles  Longueville,  esq.  1,000  at  325 
Sir  William  Carew,  kat.  1,000  at  300 
which  two  last,  (by  reason  of  the  price)  be  be- 
lieves, were  after  Che  bill  passed. 

That  as  to  Mr.  Dracks,  the  examinant  says, 
there  bad  beep  several  years’  dealing  between 
him  and  Mr.  Bracks,  the  examinant  seldom 
Tcceiving  less  cbno  4,000/.  per  ann.  on  Mr. 
Snicks’  account,  and  there  was  a runuiug  ac- 
count between  them  at  the  time  of  this  transac- 
tion; that  Mr.  Dracks  some  time  after  the 
buying  the  stock  far  him,  did  pay  the  exami- 
nant 2,500/.  for  it,  and  the  examinant  forth- 
with paid  ibat  sum  to  Mr.  Knight,  or  Mr.  Sur- 
BiBO,  fur  the  same. 

As  Co  sir  Cupp.  Bampficid,  Mr.  Bampfield, 
ur  Jubn  Bland,  aud  sic  Thomas  Seabrighc,  the 
examinant  says,  he  bad  letters  from  them  for 
tbe  acceptance  of  such  stock  ; and  particularly 
Inm  sir  Copp.  and  Mr.  Bampfield,  and  some 
time  after  stock  being  fallen  30  or  V>  per  cent. 
Mr.  Bampfield  came  to  the  examinant,  and 
fold  him  that  air  Copp,  and  himself  were 
ready  to  Cake  the  stock  whenever  he  pleased, 
and  about  tbe  same  time  sir  William  Caiew 
made  him  the  aaid  offer. 

Sir  Julio  Bland’s  stock  was  afterwards  (as  be 
believes)  sold  for  himself  by  Mr.  Kniehi.  I 
That  Mr.  Longueville  came  to  tbe  exarat-  I 
nanc,  and  offered  the  money  fur  his  stuck ; and  j 
tbe  examinant  acquainted  bim,  that  he  had  I 
transacted  it  with  Mr.  Knight,  and  sent  Ms.  I 
Longueville  to  trim,  ,anfH_,hq.  paid  the(mnn^y  to  I 
Mr.  Knight  (u  tlieexaanoarit'veriiy  believes).'  | 
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Hr.  Deut,  * clerk  there,  that  sir  William  see* 
iog  that  memoriiil,  asked  liim  if  it  nas  the  exa- 
mmaot'sl  Which  Mr.  Dene  said  it  was;  (hot 
the  warrant  upnu  it  was  signed,  and  sir  William 
came  to  the  examinant  the  next  day,  and  told 
biro  he  had  signed  his  warrant,  and  desired 
some  of  the  subscription,  which  the  examinant 
then  took  io;  and  he  desired  to  hare  RfiOOl. 
of  it;  the  examinant  cold  him,  be  would  speak 
to  some  of  the  managers,  which  he  did;  and 
thereupon  sir  William  Gordon  had  9,000/.  of 
that  subscription  ; and  the  examinant  gave 
trim  3,000/.  of  his  owu;  that  this  was  the  be* 
■inning  of  his  acquaintance  with  sir  Willinm 
Gordon;  that  on  or  about  the  17th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1719,  sir  William  Gordon,  (whom  your 
Commiiteeobserve  charged  in  the  said  account 
of  stock  sold,  to  hnre  bought  7,000/.  part 
thereoi)  gave  the  examinant  orders  to  give  out 
IS  guioens  per  cent,  for  the  refusal  of  South. 
Sea  stock,  for  three  montlis,  at  the  rate  of  200/. 
per  cent.  And  the  examinant,  the  next  day 
(ns  he  remembers)  informed  sir  William  by 
letter,  that  he  bad  accordingly  done  it  fur 
S,000/.  stock;  iliat  his  partner,  Mr.  Ruck, 
signed  the  contracts  fnrS,dOO/.  part  of  it;  and 
the  examinant  indorsed  a contract  made  by 
Mr.  Boys  of  Kent,  for  the  remafning  4,000/. 
About  the  middle  of  May, sir  William  demand- 
ed a perfbnnance  of  this  bargain,  which  was 
accoi^iigty  completed,  and  he  believes  sir 
William  gained  considerably  thereby. 

That  in  February,  or  the  beginning  of  March, 
1719,  on  or  about  the  day  when  the  House  of 
Commons  was  in  a Committee  about  the  South- ' 
Sea  bill,  sir  William  Gordon  came  to  the  exa- 
minant, end  desired  him  to  lend  him  some 
thousand  pounds  on  Soath-Sea  stock,  he  be- 
lieves, a sum  to  purchase  no  less  than  4,000/. 
South-Sea  stock,  which  the  examinant  told  him 
did  not  suit  his  conveniency  to  do,  and  the 
examinnnt  reused  it;  be  was  very  pressing: 
Upon  this  he  desired  the  examinant  to  go  with 
him  to  Mr,  Knight,  but  the  examinant  ennnut 
remember  whether  sir  William  Gordon  or  he 
first  mentioned  Mr.  Knight’s  name : This  exa- 
minant accordingly  did  go  along  with  him,  nnd 
they  found  Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  Hawes  toge- 
ther, in  the  treasury-room,  at  the  South-^a 
House.  Mr,  Hawes  came  to  the  examinant, 
and  asked  him,  who  that  wns  with  him  ? He 
told  him  it  was  sir  Willinm  Gordon,  Mr.  Hawes 
naked  what  he  wanted?  The  examinadt  said  be 
wanted  money,  which  it  did  not  suit  his  con- 
venieney  to  supply  him, or  words  to  that  eOect. 
Upon  this  Mr.  Hawes  went  to  Mr.  Knight,  and 
Mr.  Knight  came  to  sir  William,  ami  the  exa- 
miuant  told  Mr.  Koight  what  sir  William  Gor- 
dori  wanted;  then  Mr.  Knight  and  sir  William 
went  to  the  iitlier  end  of  the  room,  and  the 
examinant  believes  that  Mr,  Knight  then  let 
sir  William  have  some  of  the  Soutli-.Sea  Com- 
pany's stock  at  the  market  price,  without  pay- 
ing any  money  for  it,  but  docs  not  know  what 
sum ; 'ilia  reason  for  bis  belief  in  this  matter  is, 
because  in  conversation  with  fir  William  Gor- 


don, in  May  following,  he  told  the  examinant 
that  lie  had  made  up  with  Mr.  Knight  the  stock 
wbicbMr,  Knight  had  accommodated  him  with, 
which  llie  examinant  now  believes  was  the 
Company's  stock,  which  Mr.  Knight  had  let  sir 
William  have  in  February  or  March,  1719,  as 
aforesaid;  that  he  thinks  sir  William  mention- 
ed bis  thus  making  it  up  by  way  of  regret,  that 
he  sliuuld  hare  made  it  up  so  sooa,  the  stock 
soon  afterwards  rising  higher  than  it  was  at 
that  lime. 

The  said  William  Dent  being  eaamiaed,  says 
he  did  apply  several  times  to  hare  Mr.  Cole- 
brook's  debentures  signed;  that  be  spoke  to 
all  the  commissiouers,  panicularly  to  sir  Wil- 
liam Gordon ; that  at  the  same  time,  sir  Wil- 
liam asked  the  examinaut,  whether  Mr.  Cote- 
brook  was  the  same  person  that  was  concerned 
in  tbe  undertaking,  called  Rain’s  and  Cole- 
brook's  iusurance  r Tbe  examinant  told  hhn  lie 
was:  Upon  which  sir  William  said  lie  must 
have  some  of  it;  and  sir  William  desired  the 
examinant  to  meet  bim  in  the  city,  for  he 
wanted  to  speak  to  Mr.  Colebrook;  that  the 
examinant  acquainted  Mr.  Colebrouk  ibereof, 
and  sir  Williani  and  tbe  examinant  met  him 
accordiugly;  but  tbe  examinant  cannot  say 
whether  they  met  at  Mr.  Colcbrook’s  house  or 
at  a tavern ; nor  does  be  remember  tbe  con- 
versation, or  whether  the  debenture  >vas  signed 
before  or  after  that  time;  that  some  time  be- 

I tween  Christmas  and  the  expiration  of  the 
oommission,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1719,  Mr. 

. Colebrook  told  the  examinant  (to  the  Lest  of 
his  remembrance)  that  he  had  let  air  William 
Gordon  have  5,000/.  of  the  receipts  of  the  said 
insurance,  8,000/.  whereof  wras  Mr.  Colcbrook’a, 
and  3,000/,  l^e  bought  in  order  to  accummodate 
sir  William. 

Mr.  Francis  Hacnes  beinv  thereupon  exa- 
mined, says,  that  he  remembers  sir  Wilham 
Gordon  came  with  Mr.  Colebrook  to  the  South 
Sea  house,  to  tbe  examinant;  and  that  Mr. 
Colebrook  spoke  to  the  examinaDl  to  recom- 
mend sir  William  Gordon  to  Mr.  Knight,  and 
the  examinant  believes,  upon  that  application, 
he  did  recommend  sir  William  to  Mr.  Knight, 
but  the  examinant  canuoi  remember  upon  wbat 
account. 

And  your  Committee  farther  acquaint  the 
House,  that  in  the  book  mentioned  in  their  for- 
mer report  to  have  been  delivered  iu  to  your 
Committee,  by  the  present  directorsofihe  South 
Sew  Company,  (inlitled,  An  Account  o'f  the 
names  of  such  persons  to  whom  loans  have  been 
innde  on  Soutb-Sea  stock,  who  at  that  time, 
when  such  loans  were  made,  do  not  appear  by 
any  bonks  to  have  transfert^  the  stock  to  the 
Soulh-Sea  Company,  for  the  security  thereof) 
your  Committee  do  find  the  names  of  several  of 
the  persons  mentioned  in  this  their  report,  con- 
tained in  the  suid  account,  of  whose  names,  as 
also  the  particular  sums  borrowed,  and  the 
stock  supposed  to  he  transferred  by  them,  your 
Committee  transcribe  out  of  the  said  lioolcs,  a: 
follovreib,  viz. 


827]  PARL.  HISTORY,  .7  CeohoE  1.  11 
Dates  Borrowen  Sums  siiid  to  Money  lent' 
1720  names,  be  tronsrerred.  tliereupon. 

1.  1.  *,  d. 

June  22  SirM.  Diundel  800  - 8,200  0 0 

Aug.  29  Joseph  Bunks  1,100  - 4,000  0 0 

June  10  John  Burridge  2,750  * 10,055  D 0 

20  Hon.W.  Chcc- 

wvnd  - - - 10,500  - 30,000  O 0 

22  Henry  Dtackb  1,100  - 4,000  0 0 

10  Cap.  Forrester  1,100  - 4,000  0 0 

May-30  Pat.  Haldane  3,800  - 11,500  0 0 
June  20  Sir  W.  Lawson  1,100  - 4,100  0 0 

Aug.  26  The  Id.  Ituthes  1,000  • '4,000  0 0 

Muv  11  Edward  Roll  1,500  - 4,275  0 (S 

Aug.  29  Thomas  Wynu  3.800  - 11,745  16  8 

23  WiUjam  Yonge  2,750  - 13,300  0 0 

Yuur  Committee,  before  the  order  of  the 

House  for  receiving  this  report,  hud  taken  seve- 
ral examinations  relating  to  several  members  of 
this  House,  not  meniioned  in  the  account  of 
stock  sold:  and,  since  chat  order,  your  Com- 
mittee have  taken  several  other  examinaiioiis 
relating  to  some  of  the  said  members;  and  are 
Taking  further  examinations : whereivre  your 
Committee  think  it  proper  to  confine  this  re- 
port to  the  members  mentioned  in  the  account 
of  stuck  sold ; and  will  lay  such  other  matters 
us  have  or  shall  occur  to  them,  with  all  conve- 
nient speed,  before  the  Iloose. 

Farther  Jicbaie  concerning  the  Allotcanetilo 
he  given  to  tU  South-Sea  Direclort  out  of  their 
jCifales.]  June  1,  In  n )>niiiil  comuiittee  of 
the  South-Sea  Siiilerers'  Bill,  tiie Commons  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  what  Allowances 
should  be  given  to  tlie  late  Directors  out  of 
their  Estates ; and,  continoiiigin  the  alpliabeli- 
cal  orderj  began  with  sir  Robert  Chaplin. 
Lord  Alolesworih,.  and  sir  John  E)les,  baring 
s^oke  in  his  favour,  it  was  agreed,  without  di- 
viding, to  allow  him  10,000f.  and  the  same  al- 
lowance was  giveu  CO  sir  William  Chapman, 
Mr.  Chester,  and  .Hr.  Cliild. 

A motion  being  made  to  give  Mr.  DelaPorte 
the  like  sum,  the  lord  hloleswurth  was  for  re- 
ducing it  Co  7,000f.  but  upou  the  question,  whe- 
ther to  allow  him  10,000/.  or  7,000/.  it  was 
carried  for  10,000/.  by  ISO  votes  against  69. 

Mr.  Eyles's  Case  appearing  in  a favourable 
light,  lie  was  allowed  20,000/.  without  dividing; 
and  Mr.  Edmonson's  estate  amounting  to  little 
more  than  5,000/.  it  was  moved  to  sdlow  hiiA 
the  whole,  and  Co  leave  him  out  of  the  bill ; but 
aller  some  debate,  it  was  agreed  to  allow  him 
only  3,000/. 

TheQ  the  question  was  put,  whether  to  al- 
low .Mr.  Gibbon*  15,00(3/.  or  10,000/.  and  it 
was  resolved  for  the  latter  whiiouc  dividing. 

* This  Mr.  lidn  ard  Gibbon  was  the  grand- 
father of  our  celebrated  Historian,  who,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  his  own  Lifeand-Wricings,  lias  giveu 
us  the  following  interesting  accouut  of  his  au- 

“ Tlic  successful  industry  of  my  grandfather 
raised  liiiq  above  the  level  of  his  inmediate 
auc(scors/''i/4  il{ipe^«^^IhhBvhhiuilche(I''tD(0' 
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It  appearing  that  Mr.  Gore  and  sir  Wi|luu„ 
Hammond  bad  little  or  no  share  in  the  fraudu- 
ent  contrivances  of  die  leading  directors,  tha 
Srstwas  allowed  20,000/.  the  other  10,000/. 

vnriousand  extensive  dealings;  even  his  opinions 
were  subordinate  to  his  interest;  and  I find 
him  in  Flanders,  clotbiag  king  William's  troopi, 
while  be  would  buve  contracted  with  mure 
pleasure,  though  nut  perhaps  at  a cheaper  rate, 
fur  the  service  of  kiug  James.  Duriiig  his  re- 
sidence abroad,  his  concerns  at  home  were 
managed  by  his  mother  Hester,  an  active  and  i 
■luUbTc  woman.  Her  second  husband  was  a 
widower,  of  tlie  name  of  Acton ; they  united 
llie  children,  of  their  first  nuptials.  After  his 
marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Kichard  .Acton, 
guldsmiih  in  LeadenhaU-streec,  tie  gave  his 
own  sister  to  sir  Wiiitisorc  Accou,  of  Aldeo- 
bom;  and  I am  thus  coiiiiecied,  by  a triple 
alliauce,  wicli  that  ancient  and  luyal  family  of 
Shropshire  barun&cs.  It  consisted  about  that 
time  of  seven  brothers,  all  of  gigantic  stature; 
one  of  whom,  a pi^my  of  six  Iwt  two  iacbes, 
confessed  biniseli  the  last  and  least  of  the 
seven  ; adding,  in  the  true  spirit  uf  party,  that 
such  men  were  not  born  since  the  Iletolutioo. 
Under  the  Tory  administration  of  the  four  last 
years  of  queen  Anne,  (1710—1714)  Mr.  Edw. 
Gibbon  was  appointed  one  of  the  eointnis- 
sinners  of  the  customs ; be  sat  at  that  boanl 
with  Prior ; but  the  mercliant  was  belter  quali- 
fied for  Ilia  station  than  the  poet ; since  lord 
Bolingbroke  has  been  beard  to  declare,  iliat 
ho  had  never  conversed  with  a man,  who  more 
clearly  understood  the  commerce  and  finances 
uf  England.  In  the  year  17 16,  be  was  elected 
one  of  the  Directors  of  the  South  Sea 'Com- 
pany; Bud  his  books  exhibited  the  proof  (hat, 
before  his  acceptance  of  this  fatal  office,  be 
bad  acquired  an  independent  fortune  uf  sixty 
thousand  pounds.  . 

“ But  bis  fortune  was  ovensnelmcd  in  (be  > 
shipwreck  of  the  year  twenty,  aud  the  Ulmuts 
of  thirty  yean  were,  blasted  in  a single  day. 

Of  the  use  or  abuse  of  the  South  Sea  sclieme, 
of  the  guilt  or  innocence,  ol  my  grandfather  sari 
bis  brother  Directors,  I am  neiiber  a canipetent  i 
nor  a disinterested  judge.  Yet  Che  equity  of  ' 
modern  times  must  condema  the  violent  and  ' 
arbitrary  proceedings,  which  would  have  dis- 
graced the  cause  of  justice,  end  would  render  | 
iiijueticestill  more  odious.  No  sooner  h»d  the  ,, 
nation  awakened  from  its  golden  dreum,  than  | 
a popular  and  even  a parliameiiury  clamour 
demanded  their  victims;  hut  it  was  acknow- 
ledged, on  all  sides,  chat  the  Suutli  Sea  Dir^  i 
tors,  however  guilty,  could  tint  l<e  touched  bv 
any  known  law»  of  ilio  laud.  The  speech  uf 
lord  Molesworth,  the  author  of  the  State  el  | 
Denmark,  may  shew  tiie  temper,  or  rather  the  , 
intemperance,  uf  the  House  of  Commiina 
‘ Extraordinary  crimes  (exclaimed  that  nrdeui 
‘ Whig)  call  aloud  for  extraordinary  remediM-  ■ 
‘ The  Roman  lawgivers  had  not  foreseen  the 
possible  exi5fence.or.a  uarricide:  but  biso«» 
''SaUw  ^t  mbh4teril|>jHrti^,  be  was  sown  » 
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It  was  proposed  to  gire  Mr.  Hawes  l.OOOl. 
l)u(  sir  Nathaniel  Gould  haviiii;  observed,  that 
he  was  very  active  in  the  late  vile  practices,  and 
hnd  occasioned  the  ruin  of  many  people,  par* 
ticularly  of  some  gentlemen  he  had  i«eu  under 
in  the  Navy-Office,  Mr.  DocminiciiuD  moved 
thereupon,  and  it  was  agreed,  without  dividiujt, 
to  allow  him  only  Slf.  bein;  the  odd  money  of 
the  particulars  .of  his  estate, 

Lord  Hiuchinbroke  and  sir  Robert  Rich  spake 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Horsey,  and  moved  for  nllaw- 


‘ a sack,  and  cast  hendlonp  into  the  rivet ; and 
‘ 1 shall  be  content  to  inflict  the  seme  ireat- 
‘ meet  on  the  authurs  of  nur  present  rum.' 
His  motion  was  not  literally  adopted  ; but  a 
bill  of  pains  a.nd  penalties  was  introduced,  a 
retroactive  statute,  to  puni*h  the  nITenees, 
wliich  did  not  exist  at  the  time  tliey  were  com- 
miited.  Such  a pernicious viulacioi)  ufliberty 
and  law  can  he  excused  only  by  the  most  im- 
perious necessity ; nnr  could  it  be  defended  on 
tliUi  occasion  by  the  plea  of  impending  danger 
or  useful  example.  The  legislature  resiraiued 
the  persons  of  the  Directors,  imposed  an  ex- 
orbitant security  for  their  appearance,  and 
marked  iheir  clmracterswiih  n previous  note  of 
ignominy ; they  were  compelled  to  deliver, 
apon  oath,  the  strict  value  of  their  estates ; 
and  were  disabled  from  making  any  transfer  or 
alienation  of  any  part  of  tbeir  properly, 
Against  a bill  of  pains  and  penalties  it  is  the 
common  right  of  every  subject  to  be  heard  by 
his  counsel  at  the  bar ; they  prayed  to  be 
heard;  their  prayer  was  reiused;  aod  their 
oppressors,  wlio  ret^uired  no  evidence,  would 
listen  to  no  defence.  It  had  been  at  first  pro- 
posed that  one-eiglith  of  their  respective  estates 
should  he  allowed  for  the  future  support  of  the 
Directors;  but  it  wns  speciously  urited,  ihnc  in 
ihe  variuus  shadn  of  opulence  and  guilt,  such 
an  unegunl  proportion  would  be  Pro  liglic 
fur  many,  and  for  some  might  pussibly  be 
tao  he.nvy,  The  character  and  condacc  of 
each  mao  were  separately  weighed ; but,  io- 
slead  of  the  calm  solemnity  of  a judicial  in- 
luiry,  the  fortune  nnd  honour  of  33  Englisli- 
men  were  made  the  topic  of  hasty  C»nvrrsn- 
tion,  the  sport  uf  a lawless  majority;  and  tin  : 
basest  memberoftbe  oomuiittee,  by  ninulicious  I 
word  or  n silent  vote,  niigtii  indulce  his  gmer.il 
spleen  or  personal  animosity.  Injury  wns  ag-  i 
grariited  by  insult,  and  insult  was  embitiered  . 
hy  pleasantry,  Allowances  of  itreiity  pounds, 
or  one  shilling,  were  faceliously  moved.  A ' 
vague  report  thut  a Director  bad  formerly  been  ! 
concerned  iu  nnotiier  project,  by  which  sotue  ' 
snknuwn  persons  bad  lost  their  money,  was  ' 
adiiiitted  as  a proof  nf  his  actual  guilt.  One  ' 
man  was  ruined  because  he  had  dropt  a foolish 
speech,  that  his  horses  should  feed  upon  gold ; ' 
another  benauie  he  was  grown  so  pruud,  thm, 
one  day  at  the  treasury,  be  had  refused  a ervir 
answer  to  persous  mach  nliove  him.  All  were 
coademned,  absent  and  uolieard,  in  arbitrary 
fines  and  forfeitures,  which  sw^t  away  the 
greutest  pan-ofi-^ieir.'.Mttaiiuul.'  Sucb'bdld^' 


ing  him  10,000f.  which  was  carried  without 
dividing;  after  which  it  was  debated,  whether 
to  allow  Mr.  Holtlitcli  500f.  1,0001.  or  S.OOOf. 
the  voices  were  equally  divided,  vis.  8d  and  86. 
upon  which  Mr.  Clayton,  the  chairumn,  gore 
tlie  casting  vole  for  3,O00f.. 

June  3.  The  Commons,  in  a grand  Com- 
mittee, proceeded  ou  the  same  affair,  and  began 
with  sir  Theodore  Janssen  ; Mr.  Horatio  Wal- 
pole and  sir  Richard  Steele  having  spoke  in  bis 
favour,  they  were  answered  by  general  Rose 


oppression  can  scarcely  be  shielded  by  the  om- 
nipotence of  parliament;  anil  yet  it  may  be 
seriously  questioned,  whether  the  judges  or  the 
South  Sea  Directors  were  the  true  and  legal 
representatives  of  their  country.  The  first  par- 
liament of  George  the  1st  bod  been  chosen 
(1715)  for  three  years  ; the  term  had  elapsed, 
their  crust  wns  expired : and  the  four  addiCiontJ 
years  (1718—1729),  during,  which  th^  con- 
tinued to  sit,  were  derived  not  from  the  people, 
but  from  themselves;  from  the  strong  mea- 
sure of  Che  septennial  bill,  which  can  only 
be  paralleled  by  ‘ U serar  di  consiglio*  of  the 
Venetian  history.  Yet  candour  will  own,  that 
to  the  same  parliament,  every  Englishman  i« 
deeply  hidebced : the  septennial  act,  so  vicious 
in  its  origin,  has  been  sanctioned  by  time,  ex- 
perience, and  the  national  consent.  Its  first 
operation  secureil  the  House  of  Hanover  on 
the  throne,  and  iis  permanent  iiifluence  main- 
inius  the  pence  anrl  stability  uf  goremuienT. 
At  often  as  a repeal  has  been  moved  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  I have  given  in  its  defence 
a clear  and  conscientious  vote. 

“ grandfather  could  not  expect  to  be 
treated  with  more  lenity  than  bis  ccimpanions. 
His  Tory  principles  and  conneclions  rendered 
him  obnoxious  to  the  ruling  powem;  bis  name 
is  reported  in  a suspicious  secret;  ond  his 
well-Lnown  abilities  could  not  plead  the  excuse 
nf  ignorance  Or  error.  In  the  first  proceedings 
against  the  South  Sea  Directors,  Mr.  Gibbon  is 
oue  of  the  few  w Im  were  taken  into  custody  ; 
and,  in  the  final  sentence,  the  measure  uf  his 
flue  proclaims  him  eminently  goilty.  The  total 
estimate  which  he  delivered  on  oath  to  the 
I House  ofCommous  amounted  to  10G,54Sf,  5s. 
6d,,  exclusive  of  antecedent  settlements.  Two 
different  alliiwances.of  15  nnd  of  10,000/.  were 
moved  fnr  Mr.  Gifalion;  but,  on  the  qnestion 
being  put,  it  was  dnrried  without  a division, 
fur  ilie  siuntler  sum.  On  these  ruins,  wiUi  the 
skill  and  credit,  of  which  pnrliamenc  had  not 
been  ahte  to  despoil  him,  my  granJ^lber  at  a 
mature  age  erected  tlie  edifice  ofa  new  fortune: 
(be  Ifthnurs  of  sixteen  years  were  amply  re- 
warded ; aiid  I have  reason  to  believe  chat 
■ he  second  structure  wos  not  much  inferior  to 
the  first.  He  had  realized  a very  considerable 
priiperty  in  Sussex,  Hampshire,  Buckingham- 
shire^  and  tlie  New  River  Company;  and  bail 
acquired  a spacintu  house,  with  gardens  and 
lands,  at  Putney,  in  Surrey,  where  lie  resided 
in  decent  hospitality.  Ue  died  in  Dec.  1736, 
.•Mithcs|e'«ifefwmy,?  i '"i 
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and  sir  Joseph  Jekyli;  butMr.  Trencbardinov*  Mr.  Huagetjiird  ni)u\i  have  reduced  it  (• 

i»t(  fur  allowing  him  50,000/.  and  the  question  lO/KX)/. 

twing  put  tbereupoo,  it  was  Cftciied  in  the  af*  Mr.  Lechmcre  to  13,000/. 

finiiuiise,  b;  a majority  of  131  votes  against  Another  member  (u  10,000/.  and  another  to 

118.  5,000/.  All  these  were  opposed  by  sir  JiMeph 

Sir  Jacob  Jacobson  being  one  of  those  who  Jekyll,  seijeant  Pengel'y,  and  Mr.  Horatio  Wah 
bad  the  least  share  in  the  (uauageioeiit  of  the  pole,  wbu  would  not  hate  cdluwed  him  aboie 
fraudulent  scheme,  Mr.  Kuiigetiurd  mored  to  SO/,  nr  30/.  At  last  the  question  being  put  for 
allow  him  11,000/.  which  was  ail  his  estate,  nllimiiig  him  5,000/.  it  nns  agreed  to  without 
•xcept  481/.  4i.  which  was  agreed  to  without  a dividing. 

negative.  June  10.  The  (.'ommnns,  in  a Committee  of 

Mr.  Ingram's  case  being  much  the  tike,  Mi.  chn  whole  Hnose,  considered  farther  of  ifae 
Palceney  moved  for  allowing  him  13,000/.  near  South  Sea  Suderers'  Bill,  particularly  with  re- 
three  fourths  of  his  (‘Slate,  and  being  secomled  lation  to  the  Ailowaoces  to  be  given  to  Mr. 

lord  Hinebmbroke,  it  was  carried  without  Grigsby. 

(hriding.  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  moved  to  allow  him 

The  next  was  sir  John  Lambert:  some  mem-  10,000/.  but 
bers  were  iaclined  to  believe  him  innocent,  as  Another  member  said,  That  since  that  up- 
to  the  first  projection  of  the  villainous  scheme,  start  was  ouce  so  prodigally  vain,  os  to  bid  his 
and  thereupon  a motion  was  made  to  give  him  coachman  leed  bis  horses  with  gold,  no  doubt 
iOflOOl.  some  would  have  redneed  it  to  10,0002.  hut  he  could  feed  on  it  himself;  and  ilierefora 
some  to  5,000/.  and  some  to  3,000/.  But  at  he  moved.  That  he  might  be  allowed  as  much 
last  the  question  being  put  for  5,000/.  it  was  gold  as  he  cooid  eat,  and  that  the  rest  of  Us 
carried  wiihoutdividiog.  estate  might  go  towards  therelief  of  tbesuf- 

Then  it  was  moved,  and  carried  without  op-  ferers. 
position,  to  allow  sir  Harcourt  Muster  5,000/.  After  this  a motion  being  made  for  alloiriog 
and  in  the  same  manner  Mr.  Morley  had  1,800A  him  3,000/.  it  was  carried  without  a division, 
alloived  him. 

A Member  having  moved  to  allow  Mr.  Page  Mr.  Aislabie's  <»s«  came  next  under  coiisi- 
10,000/.  another  would  have  redu<»d  it  to  deration. 

5,000/.,  but  the  question  being  put,  which  of  the  Mr.  Robert  Walpole  moved,  that  so  much  of 
two  sums  should  be  given  him,  it  was  carried  bis  estate  might  be  allowed  him,  as  be  wsi 
for  10,000/.  without  a division.  ^ possessed  of  towards  tbeend  of  Che  year  ]71l, 

Col.  Raymond  was  next;  and  bis  case  ap-  before  the  South  Sea  bill  was  brought  in,*  aod 
peoring  favourable,  Mr.  lleysham  moved  for  al-  . - 

lowing  him  30,000/.  and  being  seconded  by  Mr.  * That  Mr.  Aislabie  took  an  active  part  in 
TuflfuM,  fir  Robert  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Hunger-  bcbulfof  the  first  Proposal  of  the  South  Sea 
ford,  no  opposition  was  made  to  Mr.  Hey-  Directors,  {See  p.  036.  j in  January  1730,  ap- 
sbam's  motion.  penis  from  iiie  followiug  extract  of  a letter  from 

After  this,  Mr.  Sloper  moved  for  allowing  Mr.  Ti>omaa  Brodrick  to  the.  Lord  Chnncelior 
Mr.  Rend  10,000/.,  and,  being  backed  by  sir  Middleton. 

John  Ward  and  Mr.  Docniinicque,  the  same  “Friday(ihe  day  of  great  expectation)  the 
was  carried  wiibnut  any  debate.  Chancellor  of  cbe  Exchequer,  iu  pretty  gene- 

In  the  like  iiiamier  i be  sum  of  14,000/.  was  raJ  terms,  opened  the  South  Sea  Company’s 
allowed  CO  Mr.  Rtymdds.  >cli>  me  of  a proposal  for  putting  the  NaiionxI 

Junes.  Mr.  Hungerfurd  having  runted  fiir  Delii  iu  such  a way  of  payment  as  might  ef- 
allowing  Mr.  Sawiiridge  10,000/  he  was  op-  tectit  in  the  shortest  time  possible;  This  he 
posed  by  Mr.  Lowiidi  a,  lord  Moles"  nrth,  sir  g-ive  us  to  undersuud,  would  be  35  years ; but 

Adolphus  Ouglitno,  iind  Mr.  iloracin  Waipntc;  Mr.  Lecliiiiere,  in  the  subsequent  part  of  tlie 
but  at  last,  a iiieinbermoviDg  for  5,000/.  it  was  debate,  eked  it  out  to  36  yeurs.  After  Mr. 
agreed  to  without  dividing,  lu  the  same  man-  Aislaby  hnd  spentabove  an  hour  In  his  hs* 

ner,  the  sum  of  15,000/.  was  allowed  to  Mr.  rangue,  the  secretary  got  up,  csngratulacea  hin 

Tiliatd,  and  800/.  (o  Mr.  Turner,  wiiicL  was  upon  the  clear  and  perfectly  iuie[iigible  light 
near  his  whole  estate.  he  bad  put  the  luauer  in,  and  the  nation  on 

the  prospect  they  had  hereby  of  finding  them- 
Hnving  gone  through  with  the  Directors,  ibe  selves  out'of  debt  sooner  ihau  was  genersil/ 
Commictes  proceeded  to  Mr.  Surinan,  Llie  De-  expected:  conclndiog,  that  no  other  regular 
puty  Cashier,  whose  case  occasioned  a debate  mntiim  could  be  made,  than  that  (be  chairuisa 
of  about  an  liour  and  ahaif.  simiild  report  our  haviug  made  some  progr^ 

Mr.  Grei/  Neville,  who  spoke  most  in  Lis  be-  and  desiring  leave  to  sit  again  i for  that  he  »« 
Indf.  represented,  That  in  the  course  of  the  for  granted,  every  gencleiiian's  being  ready  ana 
whole aff.iir  he  had  only  acted  asnservant,  and  willing  to  receive  a proposal  from  the  South 
by  the  cninmaad  either  of  filr.  Knight,  or  of  Sea  Company,  upon  tite  loot  of  what  had  bew 
the  Directors,and  therefore  strenuously  iiitiuted,  so  well  opened.  A profound  silence  ensued 
(bat  be  miglit  be  left  nut  of  the  bill.  for  a full  quarter  of  no  hnun  every  body  e>* 

Mr.  ArfAur  Moore  spoke  likewise  in  bis  fa-  peeling  wlip  would  first  rise;  when  tlieteerw 
TOUT,  and  &btrei!l';»Ml«i#'hfan' 89,00^/.  'loihxi/tr'W  tdotiun  in  * 
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pftiiy  acted  under  tlie  autlinricy  of  nn  act  of 
parliament ; lim  nny  body  ever  licnnl,  that  u 
chancellor  of  the  eichetjuer,  or  ilic  lords  of 
the  treasury,  or  a lord-bigh-(rc»‘urer,  linti 
pii'rcr  to  c'lntriiul  or  dispense  with,  or  gh’e 
dtreethms  contrary  to  an  .set  of  piirliuinenl  f 

'•  If  any  boily  Kad  a power  to  cnntroiil  tlietn, 
SVC  Imd,  and  we  alone,  I mean  the  wliole  piir*  i 
liument  then  sitting : The  Kxclieqiier  bills  were  | 
Mued  and  lent  by  tbe  Comiiany,  and  Cite  first 
and  secoud  sobscriplions  caKeii  in,  long  before 
the  House  rose:  We  sasv  wimt  they  wtru 

doing,  did  ire  find  fault  with  it?  No,  qoite 
eontrary  : we  npprnved  of  the  two  hrsc  sub- 
scriptions by  niiodirr  act  of  par-tiuinenl,  eren 
in  tbe  same  sessions ; and  b (bb  honourable 
person  now  to  be  punished  in  a most  severe 
manner  for  what  the  Directors  did,  by  virtue 
of  a law  of  our  making,  and  cunfiriiied  by  ano- 
ther law  after  those  matters  were  over;  if  there 
was  nay  breach  of  trust  aay  where,  it  was 
certaioly  in  us,  who  alone  had  the  power  of 
puLtiag  a stop  to  nny  pernicious  practices 
of  the  Directors,  whilst  wc  outselves  were 

" But,  Sir,  we  were  not  to  blame  for  not 
having  obstructed  nhat  they  did  a't  that  time, 
nor  was  the  treasury  to  blame,  or  were  the  Di- 
rectors themselves  to  blame,  or  guilty  of  any 
Lreacliof  trust  on  these  accounts;  chetaking 
in  subscriptions  and  the  raising  their  stock,  was 
lawful  in  itself,  and  absolutely  necessary  to 
execute  tlie  scheme,  from  which  the  public 
was  to  reap  so  grc&r  advantage:  But  (he  breach 
of  Crust,  tbe  pernicious  pfsciices  from  whence 
all  these  cainniilies  h:ive  Rowed,  were  the  mak- 
Jiig  use  of  the  many  millions  of  money  that 
they  bad  got,  only  to  raise  their  stock  to  an 
imaginary  height,  by  leiiding  it  out  to  gamesters 
and  farnurices,  and  even  without  any  reason- 
able security  at  all.  They  who  advisrd  and 
encouraged  these  pracitccs,  bare  beeu  the  Di- 
rectors  in  their  own  wrong,  and  Co  the  maiiifevC 
wrong  of  ninny  thousands  of  families.  But 
tipon  this  bead  this  iionourabic  person  is  not 
accused  by  any  body  whatever. 

“ The  second  accusation  in  this  hill  brought 
aguiust  bint,  it  the  charge  of  Corroptiou,  winch 
it  grounded  upon  (he  resolution  eiiac  declares' 
Mr.  Knight  lield  30,000/.  South  Sen  Stock  for 
this  kmiouralile  person,  whilst  this  bill  was  de- 
pending, without  any  money  paid,  or  security 
given  Rir  the  same.  As  for  t'lib  article,  I must 
own  I am  under  great  concern  for  the  dignity 
of  (his  House;  it  is  certain  that  the  zeal  which 
lias  been  shewn  to  do  justice  upon  offenders, 
and  to  relieve  unhappy  sufferers,  is  very  coin- 
iaeiidable ; but  nbetber  that  zest  lias  not  car- 
ried us  something  too  far  in  ibis  matter,  1 
confess  I very  much  fear:  It  is  not  (o  be  ex- 
pected, that  when  this  iionooruble  person 
luadc  his  defence,  what  he  ssiil  in  his  own 
jusCiRcaCiun  could  be  perfectly  iinderstoud,  es- 
pecially on  this  head,  it  being  the  result  of 
seierat  nccounu,  which  very  few  people  cun 
carry  along  with  iliem  in  a debate;  I must  own 


help  being  eitrcnicly  surprised  to  Rnd,  when 
that  matter  came  to  be  slated  in  tlie  votes,  Unit 
by  llmse  very  resolutions  upon  which  this  lin- 
nunruble  person  was  coniicmued,  fii.s  inno. 
ceiice  of  this  crime  is  as  cluiir  as  ic  is  possible 
CO  iimke  it.  Tins  I believe  every  one,  Umiigh 
ever  so  prejudiced,  must  bu  satisfied  of,  tlmt 
lakes  but  the  pains  of  considering  iwu  or  three 
of  the  resiiluliiins  together. 

*'  By  cliu  first  itesnlution  we  declare,  Mr. 
Knight  bought  in  December  1719,  39,000/. 
South  Sea  Stock  fur  this  bnnoarable  person, 
who  paid  him,  as  appears  by  the  same  accuunt, 

I 97,800/.  for  it. 

" By  the  third  Resolotion  we  declare,  Mr. 
Knight,  ill  February  1719,  by  the  band  of 
Surman,  and  the  broker,  sold  30,000/.  of  the 
same  South  Sea  Stock  at  ISO!,  per  cent,  for  the 
use  anil  benefit  of  Mr.  Aislnbie;  so  that  then 
Mr.  Kuight  had  36,000/.  of  Mr.  Aisinbie's  mo- 
ney in  his  hands,  mid  likewise  the  remaining 
9,000/.  South  .Sea  Stock,  mentioned  in  the  first 
resnlutini),  which  at  175,  the  then  market- 
price,  was  worih  3,500/.  both  sums  together 
iiitiking  9'>,S00/.  winch  sum  nais  certainly  a 
sufficient  security  for  llie  35,000/.  paid  by  Mr. 
Knight  on  the  4ih  of  March  following,  for  the 
30,000/.  South  Sea  Stock,  remaining  ki  his 
hands,  till  the  bonuurabla  person  paid  him  the 
rest  (if  the  money,  about  6,000/. 

“ Tliere  couid  not'  possibly  be  any  accident 
by  fiill  of  the  stock,  that  could  render  Uita  a 
bad  security.  But  it  is  very  well  known,  that 
this  was  not  all  that  the  honourable  persoii 
proved,  Mr.  Kniehc  heil  in  his  hands,  at  the 
time  lie  paid  for  this  30,000/.  South  Sea  Stock. 
Mr.  Surniqn  proved  at  tbe  bar  of  the  House, 
that'  Mr.  Knight  had  10,000/.  East  IndiaStock 
beloH-ing  to  the  bonourable  person  at  ili*c 
time,  which  Weymomlsold  proved  he  bnuglit 
for  him,  9,000/.  nf  which  Mr.  Surman  sold  on 
the  Otii  of  March  for  18,900/.  the  tvlinle  nl  (hat 
time,  being  worth  31,000/.  But,  Sir,  I have 
for  my  information  stated  all  these  tnatteis 
together  in  a regular  mnnaer,  and  1 will  beg 
leave  to  read  it  to  you,  gentlemen,  that 
if  I am  mUralten  in  any  point,  I maybe  set 
right. 

Tbe  State  of  Mr.  Aisiabie's  Account  with  Mr. 

Euight,  upon  the  Voles  of  the  House  ut' 

Commons,  and  Mr.  Surman's  Evidence 
given  at  the  bar,  March  8,  1790. 


27,800  ' 0 


26,000  0 


3,500  O 


18,900  0 


Hubert  Kniglit 

1719. 

Dccemb.  To  cosh,  paid  him  In' 
hank  notes  - - - 

Feb,  IS.  To  30,000/.  .South  Sea 
slock  Hold  by  Wy- 
nioodsold  at  130  - 
To  3,000/-  South  S<a 
stock  remainiiig  in 
bis  hands  at  175 

Mar.9.  To  9AWf-  Tjist  India 
stock  tolil  by  Surman 
and  IVyrnondsoId,  at 
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To  1,000/.  East  India  person  snys.  He  did  not  writ*  to  Kniglit.ashe 

stock  remaiiitiigin  iiis  laiicieil,  but  left  it  all  to  VVeyainiidsold. 

liandsatSlO  - - 3,100  0 “ Tlio>,  liir,  it  is  plain,  ihut  unless  <ve  UD- 

vote  wlifti  we  voted,  nea.  eon.  in  our  first  reso- 

70.300  0 lutinn,  und  what  we  voted  in  the  third  rssolu. 

Cr.  (ion,  and  unless  we  disprove  this  letter  just 

171!).  s.  iiieiitiuned,  anil  unless  Mr.  Simnan  were 

Decemli.  By  33,000/.  South  Sea  in  the  castle  »f  Antwerp,  it  will  he  impossible 

stock  l>iius(lit  bySirode  for  us  to  go  about  to  make  good  this  charge  of 

at  several  prices  - 27,800  0 cotrUpiuin  against  the  hoa.  person ; but  every 

Mar.  4.  By  20,000/.  South  Sea  nccuuiu,  .every  circumstance,  every  evideuce 

stock  bought  by  Wry.  we  shiiti  produce  against  him,  will  be  very 

mondsold  nt  several  strongly  fur  him. 

prices  ...  - - 35,357  10  “ Therefore,  I hope,  gentlemen  will  esnti* 

By  balance  due  to  J.  A.  15,143  10  der  what  they  are  going  to  do.  I am  satisfied, 

■ in  the  present  temper  people  are,  every  step 

78.300  0 we  shall  Cake  towards  the  relief  of  the  uuhappy 

suQeiers,  will  be  applauded  b}i  thousands  and 
“ By  this  Account  it  appears,  Sir,  as  plain  ten  thousauds ; but  in  a little  time  the  fury  will 
as  figures  can  make  it,  that  Mr.  Knight  paid  certainly  abate,  when  we  have  done  all  we  cu 
for  this  stock  with  this  gentleman’s  money,  ami  for  them,  and,  perhaps,  that  all  not  satisfy 
had  at  (hat  time,  or  in  a few  days  after,  a many. 

balance  over  and  above  in  his  hands,  due  to  the  “ It  behoves  us  to  carry  our  views  forward, 
hon.  person,  above  15,000/.  and  to  consider  how  we  shall  look  our  country 

’*  But,  Sir,  there  is  still  another  evidence  in  the  face  if  we  eaniiot  justify  our  actions, 
upon  our  votes,  which  is  stronger,  if  possible,  when  they  shall  come  to  be  considered  calmly, 
than- this,  and  which  convinced  me  more  that  And  who,  indeed,  will  be  able  to  justify  tlw 
this  sioolc  was  bought  with  this  gootleman’s  destroying  a gentleman's  reputation,  and  tear- 
own  money;  and  that  he  aloue  was  to  run  all  ing  his  estate  from  him,  and  putting  him  under 
the  hazard  relating  to  it,  than  any  living  evi-  the  most  cruel  torture,  the  severest  penalties 
Hence  whatever  that  could  be  given  about  it:  and  incapacities,  nor  only  without  evideuce  of 
I mean  the  letter  by  which  the  hon.  person  or-  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  but  contrary  to 
deredMr.  Weymondsold  to  buy  this  stock  for  (he  strongest  evidence  of  his  iutiocence. 
him ; wtikb  order  is  mentioned  iti  our  fourth  “ Are  we  to  take  away  a man's  reputaiioa 
resolution,  and  the  letter  itself  is  upon  yuur  and  estate  for  a bat-ch  of  trust  in  matters  that 
tabic:  This  letter  was  undoubtedly  writ  before  were  not  in  any  manner  committed  to  hil 
this  inquiry  could  be  thought  of;  this  letter  care:  fur  cnnfederatiiig  with  people  who  all 
wus  writ  by  a great  officer  to  a common  deny  they  ever  coinmuoicated  their  counsels  or 
broker.  Ac  that  time,  certainly  there-coold  measures  to  him  in  any  of  their  unwarrantable 
be  110  occasion  of  any  an  or  management  be-  practices?  For  corruption,  when  by  our  own 
twixt  these  two  persons  on  thls’ account.  If  state  of  the  case  there  is  no  appearance  of 
any  thing  can  give  us  the  clearest  light  into  this  corruption  in  tt«C  transaction,  but  quite  the 
transaction,  it  must  be  this  letter;  Give  me  contrary? 

leave  to  read  it.  “ This  w.iuldnoi  be  punishment,  but  cruel- 

iy ; it  would  not  be  restitution,  but,  in  my 
■Sir;  I received  yours,  and  did  not  write  to  opinion,  downright  robbery.  This  would  be 
* .Mr.  Knight  as  you  fancied,  but  left  it  all  to  an  act  uf  riolence  and  tyranny  unheard  of  in 
‘ you  ; if  you  can  make  it  up  20,000/.  I would  any  British  parliament.  And  as  the  thing  it- 
' stop  there,  since  it  has  risen  upon  us  so  fasL  self  is  unheard-of  ntid  unprecedented,  so  is  the 
‘ I am  yours,  J.  A.  March  1,  1719.  P.  S.  manner  of  coming  at  it.  Whoever  heard  of  i 
- I will  desire  Mr.  Knight  to  pay  you  the  bill  of  attainder  ^enacting  all  the  punishments 
‘ money.'  that  can  he  inBicied  except  loss  uf  life  and 

limb)  tacked  to  another  bill  ? Neitlier  is  it  a 
“ By  this  evidence  produced  by  the  Secret  single  tack,  but  a chain  of  hills  linked  together. 
Committee  against  the  lion,  person,  it  plainly  of  the  condemned  and  accused,  of  the  dead 
appears  to  be  his  stock  ; and  by  (his  letter  he  and  the  living : hot  I will  confine  myself  to  (ha 
is  laid  under  an  obligation  to  accept  and  pay  person  whose  cate  is  nuw  in  question; 
for  it,  whether  it  hod  risen  or  fallen  ; and  this  pray  let  us  see  how  that  case  stands, 
is  law,  and  this  is  practice.  In  the  next  place,  “ First,  a hill  is  ordered  to  be  brought  lu 
it  proves  it  to  be  the  gentleman's  own  money,  against  that  lion,  person,  to  prevent  him  from 

and  nut  the  Company's;  because  he  restrains  going  out  of  the  kingdom  and  alienating  hises* 
the  broker  from  buying  more,  because  tbestock  late,  tliat  both  his  person  and  his  fortune  may 
ruse  to  fast,  which  » not  a reason  to  be  given,  be  liable  to  parliamentary  justice,  if  be  should 
if  the  Company  had  been  to  run  the  risque,  ,be  found  guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  hischarge. 
and  not  the  hoa.  genr.  but  the  contrary.  But  This  bill  is  read  twice,  and  then  ordered  to  be 
what  is  more  convinciug  that  it  was  not  done  cotninitted : upon  the  motion  for  commitment, 
iw  «onctrkiwiti(i  tliA  ilhci  Iion>i  srube'  geiicl^wn  'atw  upprclleusive,  that  ibis 
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liill,  singly  by  itself,  may  cliance  not  to  pass  ilie 
House  of  Lords : to  prevent  any  such  accident, 
the  Conimiciee  is  directed  to  consolidate  this 
bill  (which  as  I have  already  said,  is  a bill  in 
order  Co  bring  a man  to  trial)  with  a bill  to 
punish  thirty-five  persons  already  convicted  of 
great  offences,  by  two  several  acts  of  par- 
liament. 

« Is  this  ail  f No.  As  some  gentlemen 
were  Jealous  chat  the  Lords  would  not  pass 
this  bill  singly,  wliich  was  to  omhc  the  liou. 
person  Co  discover  his  estate ; other  gentlemen 
were  as  doubtfal  whether  mnicers  might  not 
take  such  a Cum,  and  circumstances  be  so 
roach  altered,  that  in  another  sessiou  the  Lords 
might  be  as  unwilling  n>  take  his  estnee  away 
when  discovered ; aod  therefore  as  nothing  is 
like  the  pr»enc  lime  for  doing  of  business,  and 
all  delays  are  dangerous  in  things  of  this  na- 
ture, hy  another  instruction  CO  the  said  Com- 
mittee, the  hnn.  person’s  estate  is  Co  be  confis- 
cated ; and  lest  it  should  meet  with  great  dif- 
ficulties elsewhere,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
served, tiiis  punishment  is  to  be  tacked  to  the 
former  punishment,  whicli  was  before  tacked 
to  the  bill  against  the  directors. 

“ Any  body  would  imagine  that  here  cer- 
tainly would  be  an  end ; but,  no,  NVhy,  what 
•an  be  dune  neat  ? Wbat,  is  he  to  be  hanged  ? 
Indeed  hanging  would  have  been  a very  safe 
way  of  working,  and  would  have  effectually 
prevented  this  gentleman,  who  is  known  to 
have  some  talents,  from  making  use  of  them  at 
any  time  hereafter  against  those,  who  be  may 
imagine  bare  dealt  very  hardly  by  him;  but 
something  else  is  proposed  chat  answers  Just 
the  some  purpose,  and  that  is,  a disability  in 
the  bun.  person  from  receiving  any  favour 
fmin  ibe  crown,  and  from  lilting  or  voting  in 
either  House  of  Parliament.  Tliis  severe,  this 
dangerous  punisbinent,  for  the  reasons  above- 
mentioned,  is  likewise  tacked  to  the  last  men- 
tioned punislimeot,  which  was  tacked  to  a 
former  punishment,  and  so  on. 

“ Was  any  thing  like  this  ever  beard  of  in 
any  age  before  ( was  ever  any  Englishinan  used 
in  such  a maniieri  a gentleman  is  locked  up 
iu  a prison,  at  n great  distance  from  bis  friends, 
at  a great  distance  from  the  knowledge  of  what 
passes  in  this  House,  comparatively  to  wbat  it 
would  be  if  he  had  his  liberty:  and  here  are  wc 
taking  away  liiirepuciiiinn, taking nwayhis  estate, 
putting  inm  under  cruel  and  ignominious  inca- 
pacities, not  by  the  summary  way  of  a bill, 
but  by  a new  invented  and  more  summary  way, 
by  a danse  incorporated  into  another  bill  in  a 
Committee. 

“ Is  this  our  boasted  liberty  ? is  tliU  our 
happy  constitiitinn,  that  is  sucli  a harrier  to 
our  lives  aud  properties?— No,  Sir,  this  is  nut 
tJie  constitution  of  parliament;  this  is  what 
our  ancestors  never  heard  of : the  severol 

forms  chat  all  hills  ought  to  pass  through,  have 
keen  wisely  provided,  to  give  time  and  oppor- 
tunity Ibr  application  on  one  side,  and  cunsi- 
deralion  on  the  other;  and  without  these 
fiitms,  a mani  lawy  b«Iiu^#i«ut  <sf  iltic  U£s; 
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his  liberty,  or  his  rotate,  in  as  tyrannical  a 
manner  as  under  the  government  uf  Peter 

“ When  leave  is  given  to  offer  a clause,  no- 
body can  tell  csacity  nbat  Chat  clause  will  be, 
till  It  is  in  the  Committee;  and  before  theper- 
soo  that  is  CO  suffer  by  it  can  be  fully  ap- 
prized of  it,  the  clause  is  passed,  end  there  is 
DO  opponunity  of  opposing  it,  but  upon  the  re- 
port, or  at  the  third  reading;  and  every  body 
knows  how  difliculc  the  one  is,  and  how  vaiu 
the  other  ; all  tlie  unfortunate  person’s  friends 
can  do,  is  only,  like  Job's  messengers,  to  ac- 
quaint bim  from  time  to  lime  with  some  fresh 
calamity  that  has  befnllrn  him. 

*•  Sir,  I freely  declare, -I  value  our  constitu- 
tion above  all  things  on  earth  ; and,  I think, 
those  rebels  that  fought  at  Dunbiain  and  Pres- 
ton to  destroy  it,  and  who,  by  setting  a popish 
bigoiled  tyrant  upon  the  throne,  would  have 
deprived  us  of  our  religion  anil  liberties,  as  well 
as  our  estates,  greater  criminals  than  chose  who 
used  indirect  arts  last  summer  to  get  onr  mo- 
ney from  us : nay,  1 think  liiem  greater  criini- 
□ala  than  even  ihoM  guardians  of  orphans  and 
infants  who  flung  their  wards  into  the  stocks, 
when  they  liiemselves  sold  nm  at  excessive 
liigb  prices ; and  by  leaving  those  unhappy 
wretches  in  that  gulph  of  perdition,  made  a 
golden  bridge  for  cheinsetres  to  escape  upon. 
Obliging  these  hypocrites  to  make  reuitiitioa 
Co  those  most  iinliappy  sufferers,  would  be  a 
piece  uf  the  highest  Justice,  bncli  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  man.  But  my  Just  concern  for  those 
miserable  creatures  has  carried  me  a little 
from  my  suiiject. 

“ When  I say,  Sir,  that  [ value  our  consti- 
tution so  liighly,  it  is  because  of  its  being  so 
strong  a fortress  against  all  tlie  sudden  irrop- 
lions  of  arbitrary  power  in  every  shape : it 
consists  in  this,  that  no  man  can  suffer  loss  of 
life,  or  limb,  or  repuiniion,  or  liberty,  or  es- 
tate, but  upon  a fair  trial,  ami  by  the  Judgment 
of  his  peers  in  all  common  cases;  and  in  the 
most  extraordinary  cates,  where  the  IrgisIalure 
interposes,  tlie  trial  is  to  be  hy  a bill ; in  such 
a case,  leave  must  be  first  given  to  bring  in 
that  bill;  then  it  most  he  read  a first,  and 
then  a second  time,  afterwards  committed, 
then  reported,  and  read  a third  time;  after 
which,  It  gues  through  all  the  smne  forms  ia 
the  House  of  Lords,  where  a men  has  all  llie 
same  opportunities^  making  his  defence,  and 
their  lordships  have  us  free  a liberty  of  Judging 
as  the  Coinmi'Bs  lind  befure. 

“ In  (he  last  place,  it  comet  to  the  royal 
assent,  and  there  is  room  for  application  fur 
mercy,  and  the  bill  may  be,  after  all,  rejected. 

“ (lul.  Sir,  if  isscend  of  all  these  checks  upon 
the  sudden  revoliuioiis  of  tlie  judges,  and  all 
these  opportunities  of  defence  of  the  jierson 
accused,  a man  may  be  destroyed  n(  nnce,  hy 
a cinuse  offered  in  a CommiUM,  and  tacked 
to  a money  bill,  or  any  oiher  hill  of  a more 
popular  lind,  which  the  whole  nai  ion  may  ex- 
pect should  pass,  and  consequently  both  the 
L«^and.itlie:Ar«>vnib«dt^iveil  of  thvir  free 
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judfeiiueut ; and  by  that  laeacii  be  !>Uuck  out  of 
the  legislature,  I do  not  see  how  our  coiisiilii- 
tion  cuii  be  more  elfectually  subrerceil.  Xliis 
would  be  tearing  up  parliaments  by  the  roots, 
and  destroying,  ut  one  blow,  all  tbut  our  an- 
cestors and  we  have  been  so  long  struggling  to 
preserve.  An  act  of  this  nature  would  be  a 
greater  iniquity  than  any  of  the  directors  did 
or  could  cuimnit,  and  would  obliteiate  their 
offences,  by  conveyingdown  to  posterity  greater 
crimes  than  they  lere  ever  guilty  of. 

■ “ 1 hope,  Sir,  we  slmll  not  do  liiem  such  a 
service  at  our  own  espence,  and  therefurel  urn 
for  leaving  the  hoii.  person  out  of  (his  bill,  aud 
for  going  on  against  iiiin,  us  we  at  first  let  out, 
in  n just  fair  parliniueiicary  way,  to  the  end, 
(Itiitlfhe  liss  been  guilty  of  any  huills,  he  may 
be  punished  for  them ; but  I nm  not  for  pu- 
nishing liiin  for  other  persons’  faults,  much  less 
am  I fur  punislinig.him  in  such  a roonsirous, 
in  such  a violent  tnauiier,  ns  will  declare  to  oil 
the  world,  that  we  could  not  mike  good  our 
charge  against  him,  but  yet  were  resolved  to 
sacrifice  him,  and  even  the  constilutioD  itself 
with  him.” 

Mr.  Neville  was  answered  by  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll,  .Mr.  Spenctr  Cowper  and  Mr.  I'rc-e. 
mao,  who  insisted,  that  though  the  facts  men- 
thmed  in  the  preamble  could  not  be  legally 
pruverf,  yet  the  House  being  satisfied  in  ibeir 
conscieuces  of  the  truth  of  those  facts,  from 
the  evidence  that  had  appeared  before  ihein, 
the  same  was  sufiicient  fur  that  House.  Sir 
Joseph  having  spoke  with  some  vebenieiice 
upon  that  head,  Mr.  Neville  made  somesmuit 
rellectiuns  upon  him  : but  itiougb  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole  and  Mr.  Lechmere  spoke  likewise  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Ai-labie,  yet  were  they  uni  ubie 

■ 0 stem  the  tide  which  run  so  stiuiig  against 
him,  that  it  was  carried  without  dividing,  to 
let  the  words  in  the  prenoibte,  rchtliiig  to  him, 
continue. 

Delate  in  the  Commons  coneerning  the  for- 
J-iled  Estataof  the  &>u(A5ra  Htrecfoi's.]  June 
'28,  The  House  went  rliroiiuh  all  the  Schedules 
of  the  Estates  of  the  late  Sub-Oovermir,  He- 
puijr-Governor,  Dirccuirs,  &c.  of  the  Soutb- 
Sea  Company,  and  agreed  with  the  Commiiite, 
ns  to  ttie  allowances  given  litem,  (See  p.834)  ex- 
cept Mr.  Astell's,  to  whom  they  gave  10,000/. 
sirJ.ambcrt  Blackwell,  who  had  l.i.OOO/.  sir 
John  Blunt,  who  got  5,000/.  and  Mr.  Hawes 
5,000/.  It  was  moved  to  reduce  sirTbeodnre 
.lan.ssen’s  allowance  to  30,000/.  but  upon  a- 
division,  it  wusc.vrried  in  the  negative  by  a great 

Then  a Clause  was  offered  by  colonel  Earle 
to  lie  added  to  the  Bill,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ais- 
labie,  vi/.  for  excepting  from  the  forfeiture,  his 
country  house,  gardens,  aud  park,  as  nl>n  his 
lady'sjewels  and  liuusln.ld  Eo'ids;  which  was. 
brought  up  and  read,  and  » debate  arising  there- 
upon, the  same  was  adjourned  to  the  next 
day,  when  it  wns  agreed  to  without  noy  di- 

This  Jfth&iijytt'W'liie'SiUirig' 


was  spent  in  a debate  of  near  three  hours  upon 
the  question,  \Vliether  asiiie  BUI  stood,  to  vest 
the  forfeited  Estates  in  trustees,  or  to  mulct 
the  lute  Directors  nud  others,  at  a certainsuml 
A clause  for  the  Mulct  was  offered  hy  Mr 
Hutcheson,  who  proposed  a million  and  half 
sterling,  sirTlioinas  Cross  moTed  for  1,400,000/. 
but  nut  ngrt-eing  upon- the  sum,  the  debate  was 
ndjourned  to  the  3d  of  July. 

July  3.  The  House  resumed  the  adjourned 
debate  upon  the  Clause  offered  to  be' added  to 
the  Sufferers’  Bill,  viz,  ff  li.it  iheElatace  id  wUich 
the  late  Mr.  Craggs,  sen.  wns  possessed  in  (Jet. 
If  19,  be  vested  in  the  bands  of  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed  by  (his  Bill  to  dispose  of  the  estatrs  of 
the  late  Directors;  which  being  strenuously 
apposed  by  the  court  parly,  was  upon  a division 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  104  voices  agaiast 
00. 

Tlien  sir  John  Eyies,  burl,  proposeil  that  a 
clause  fur  vesting  the  esiaics  of  the  li.rleiting 
pvisons  in  iheiiiselves,  and  only  Injing  u mulct 
upon  them,  might  be  read,  which  bcine  done  ac- 
cordingly, sir  7 hniiius  Cro'S  spoke  to  ii,  and 
suggested,  “ That  it  were  mart  iidtaiiingenus  to 
ilie  public,  either  to  mulct  the  Direcmrs,  or 
to  allow  them  16  per  cent,  out  ol  their  estates 
for  prompt  payment, ” but  this  being  wiiriiily 
opposed  l.y  Mr.  Jeasop,  Mr.  Milutr,  Mr  Ne- 
ihaniel  Gould,  uiul  loM  Mnleswoilh,  the  mo- 
tion fur  reading  the  s.iid  clause  a secuud  lima 
was  rejected  wiiboul  a division. 

The  South  Sen  Svffcrrrs’  Bill  peases  the  Com- 
mons.] July  6 The  engrossed  Sufferers’  Bill 
was  read  a third  time  with  a new  ti'lc,  viz, 

1 ‘ A Bill,  for  I aising  niouey  upon  the  Estates  of 
‘ the  late  Soli-Governur,  Dppuiy-Govenior, 
‘Directors,  &e.'  which,  with  other  amend- 
ments. was  passed  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords  by 
Mr.  Clayton,  It  is  observable,  that  nfier  the 
third  reading  over  the  whole  Rill,  which  took 
up  above  two  hoars,  Mr.  Milner  proposed  a 
rider  to  be  added  (0  it,  importing,  'I'lmt  the 
I housliold  goods,  plate,  linen,  &c.  of  the  Di- 
I rectors,  might  be  excepted  out  of  the  Bill; 
bu;  this  inutioii  wiisiejecied  with  disdain. 

The  King's  Message  relating  to  the  Citil  Hot 
Delis.]  July  11.  -Mr.  Methuen  nrquHinted 
the  Comiuoni,  that  be  had  a Message  signed 
, tiv  his  majesty,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker 
as  follows: 

••  G.  B. 

“ His  ninjesty  finds  it  necessagr  to  acquaint 
his  ioya'  House  of  Cmiiiuims  wiili  the  difficul- 
ties lie  l ibimrs  under,  hy  reason  of  Debts  con- 
tracted ill  his  civil  govcrnineiic,  which  being 
foniputfcl  10  Laily.day  last,  do  amount  to  more 
than  550,000/. 

" If  the  provision,  made  by  an  act  of  the 
lest  session  of  parliament,  fur  discharging  this 
Debt,  had  nut  Inilierlo  proved  in  a very 
degree  ineflectunl,  bis  ninjesty  had  uot  be^a 
nmler  a necessity  of  applying  again  to  p.vrli^ 
mentupon  this  occasioipi  but  being  resol'W 

to  cause  areireucbnent  to  be  made  of  his  Civd 

iLISriiji’ISibfer'lili'  and  finding  that 
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sunti  B retreDcImiFnt  ciiinoi  trcU  be  effected,  i 
wicliouc  dlKhargiiigtlie  preseoc  arrcsrs,  liu  or* 
dend  tbe  Accimms  ibersuf  ca  be  Inid  belbre 
the  and  Jiopeg  be  may  be  iinpowered 

to  rni^e  ready  iiioiiey  for  that  purpose,  im  (be 
Ciril  List  revenues;  wbicli,  to  avoid  the  laving 
aoy  new  burden  on  l:i$  people,  lii>  majesty 
proposes  shall  he  replaced  to  die  Ci^il  List, 
and  reimbursed,  by  a dediiciioa  to  lie  made 
out  of  the  Salaries  iloiI  Wages  uf  all  offices, 
and  the  pensions,  and  other  payments,  from 
the  crown.” 

Debate  in  tie  Cmmont  thereon  ] After  the 
rendinii'  •>!  this  Message, 

Mr.  iS/iippen  stood  up,  and  took  notice  of 
Uiis  new  and  unusual  method  of  asking  lor  ino> 
iiey,  no)  from  tlie  throne,  and,  at  the  hegiimiiig 
of  a session,  as  it  hud  always  been  liie  cuvtuiii 
in  liirnii'r  reigns;  hut  ooil',  by  a message,  lo- 
nards  the  end  of  the  spssioii,  nlien  most  of  ibe 
members  wen-  gone  hoiue : look  round  about 
the  limne,  genilempii,  said  he,  and  see  liuw 
few  meiubers  ure  prtseih,  when  a bu^lllessof 
this  consequence  is  to  he  debated.  Uut  be> 
sides  the  unseasoiiahleness  nf  the  lime,  Mr. 
SbippeA  observed,  That  ibis  Missiige  was  do 
levs  estraardlnary  as  to  imolber  circumstance, 
for  whereas  the  Ways  and  .Mtruiis  of  rnising 
supplies  were  always  left  to  the  Commons;  liere 
not  only  the  sum,  but  the  way  ol  rai-ing  it,  was 

Einted  out  Cu  them,  which  was  making  tlw 
luse  a perfect  parliameiu  of  Paris.  Time  if 
thing!,  were  brought  to  that  pass,  it  might  he 
easy  Ibr  any  king,  whenever  be  thi.ught  tit.  to 
make  himself  in  bitriirr,  and  absolute  master  uf 
our  liberties  uud  prupcitics:  concluding,  he 
was  sure,  that  the  geiitlenmii.  nliobad  ailvised 
the  asking  fnr  'Uch  a sum,  in  time  muiiner, 
(iiipiining  Mr,  Kobert  Walpole)  wuuid  have 
been  nf  a quite  cuniniry  iiimd  lour  years  ago  ; 
hut  that  it  was  usuul  lor  men’s  juilginems  to 
alter  as  their  interests  lead  them.-'Bbt  Mr. 
bbippeii  not  l■e^lle  seconded,  it  was  resolved  to 
take  ilu-  King's  Alessage  into  cousideratiou  the 
next  day.  in  a committee  uf  the  » liule  House. 

July  13.  1’he  Cummins,  in  a grand  ( uiii- 
niictee,  took  t e said  Acrouiit  ami  Message 
inbi  CO 'Sideratiun  : uiid  Mr,  Sliippeii  hating 
spoke  much  to  the  same  purpose,  he  did  the 
day  before,  was  answered  by 
Mr.  Jiohert  Wiiipolr,  who  shewed  the  oe- 
casinn,aud  rra-uioabieueHSnl  the  king’s  Mess  ige. 
the  tenderness  sndresuid  hi-  hi  Jc^ty  expressed 
in  it  for  the  esse  of  his  subieeis,  mid  the  iie- 
cessity  uf  comply  ne  w ith  hismiijesty's  grai  inus 
desires  and  mtemmus.  lie  was  secondM  fy 
Mr.  Xumnder.  whij  s-id,  Time  six-pelire  in 
the  pounil  nn  all  ibe  Civil  Li-C  Funds,  winild 
answer  the  purpose;  but  Mr.  Pub'iiey.  nnd 
sir  Joseph  Jekyll,  were  ol  opini'm  that  it  >v  >ulri 
not  do.  und  cherelore  they  inmed  fur  nneshil- 
bng  in  the  pound;  adding.  That  if  tiiis  were 
ton  much  (nr  the  present  oocasiim,  the  over- 
plus might  go  cuwBids  the  discharge  of  the 
Poblic  Debts, „tea  ;-i,ive  (1,-inse;-  hx  r ,f  1 1, iiver.it 
Mr.  Sioptr,  npob  ws'^Ust  consideration, 


I mored  for  one  shilling  and  six-penca  in  the 
pound,  and  that  the  tax  might  extend  to  all 
military  officers,  whose  pay  wiu  above  ten 
shillings  a day.' 

Tins  being  opposed  by  Mr.  R,  Walpole,  Mr. 
Slitpcr  answered  him,  and  Air.  Lowndes  re- 
lied to  Mr.  Sioper,  whose  iiioiinn  wits  backed 
y Air.  Arthur  iMourc,  and  Air.  Herne:  but 
Mr.  Wal.uile,  and  Mr.  L'lwndes,  having  ogaiu 
rvpiied,  ,Mr.  blopcr's  iiiuiino  was  ilrojiU 

1 hell  the  questimi  was  put,  whether  one 
shilling,  or  six-pence  in  the  pound  be  laid  on 
all  payments  one  oftliv  Civil  List ; and  it  wua 
caninl  ibr  One  shilitng,  by  uoe  voire  only,  viz.- 
Ill  votes  against  IIU.  After  this  tbe  lunin 
question  was  put,  Thaionesliillmg  in  Uir  pound 
he  given  on  uil  payments  out  uf  lha  Civil  List ; 
cowards  a iund  for  paying  the  iuctrest  of 
6IX),OOOf,  and  fur  sinking  pure  nf  (bo  National 
Debts,  which  was  cairied  by  16D  voices  against 
dS. 

July  1-1.  Mr.  Farrar  reported  the  Kesoluti&a 
! of  the  said  Cumtniuce.  Cpon  which  Mr. 
Lowndes  moved,  TiiaC  the  lluiisc  do  nut  agree 
with  the  Commiitee  in  the  said  Rosnluiion,  and 
'that  the  sold  tux  he  altered  to  sixpouce  in 
; the  pound  Uereupnn 

Mr.  Hunger/ord  took  iiutice,  That  this  tax 
was  mconsisceiit  with  the  resnluiiuii  taken  this 
session  for  a Und  tux,  nnporling,  That'lhree 
shillings  in  (he  pound,  and  uo  mufe,  ba  laid  on 
nil  l.imis,  salaries,  pensions,  &c.  That  there 
was,  indeed,  an  instuiice  uf  such  a tax  in  the 
late  qai-eii’s  reign  when  5UO,iiOOf.  were  raised 
much  in  tbe  same  manner,  lor  the  Civil  List ; 
but  time  this  was  Cbrn  calletl  ttubinisin,(ibe  earl 
of  Oxford’s  name,  who  was  then  prime  minister, 
being  Robert)  and  he  feared  this  would  bear 
ibe  same  name. 

Mr.  Treby  answered  .Mr.  Uuogerriird,  as 
Mr.  Clayton  did  Air.  Treby,  who  wa»  answered 
by  .Mr.  ik-ury  Pelham,  and  the  Initer  by  lord 
Siaiilwjie.  Hereupon 

Mr.  Rolwrt  VViit[>ole  nnswe<ed  most  of  the 
objections  dint  had  been  ulTerid  on  the  oppos- 

Mr.  J’ullenfy  observed,  Tfiat  he  had  not 
always  been  ol  the  opinion  tie  now  seemed  to 
beoi;  iliac  li>s  mind  altered  as  he  was  in  or 
out  Ilf  pince:  uiiil  as  lie  might  he  out  in  a 
melve-nioiuh's  rime,  so  he  tinglic  clieii  be  of 
aiiiidicr  ••pin«iii.  To  this 

Mr.  If.  IVolpoie  replied,  That  it  was  puisi- 
lik,  indeed,  he  might  he  out  again ; liut  when- 
ever tliul  happenid,  hesL-mlrt  be  glad  to  resign 
111  n person  of  so  much  lucrit  as  Mr.  Pulteney, 
'The  latter  returned  the  cuinpliuient;  after 
which,  sir  Joseph  Jekyll  spoke  fur  the  motion 
of  oue  shilling  III  the  pound;  but  the  question 
liCuig  put  thereupon,  it  was  curried  m the 
uegative,  by  a niuji-rity  of  1S3  voices  against  83, 

And  then  it  was  revolved,  wiclioui  dividing, 
Tlitit  Ids  mnjesty  be  enabled  to  raise  any  lum 
uot  exceeding  SOti.OoOL  to  discharge  the 
arrears  and  debts  upon  llie  Civil  List,  by  caus> 

pound,  to  be  made  oat  of  salanes,  wages. 


pensions  or  other  payments  from  the  cmwn. 
Aod  a Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  ao- 
cordiiigly;  wbicfi  Bill  was  passed  on  tlieSlst 
•nd  sene  up  to  the  Lords. 
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were  grounded,  relating  to  Mr.  Aislubie,  and 
the  late  Mr.  Greggs. 

The  Commons'  Reasons  Jor  punishing  Jlfr 
Aislabir.']  July  14.  Mr.  Clayton,  from  tlie 
said  Committee,  dclirered  to  the  Lords  at  a 
Conference,  the  ComoaoDs’  Reesons  for  insert- 
ing the  name  of  Mr.  Aislabie  in  the  said  Bill, 

“ Your  Lordships  having  desired  at  a Confer- 
ence, that  the  CommoDs  would  acquaint  your 
Lordships  with  the  Matters  of  Fact,  upon 
which  the  Bill,  imitled,  ‘ An  Act  fur  raising 
' Money  upon  the  Estates  of  the  late  Sub-Gc^ 
‘ veriior,  Deputy-Governor,  Directors,  Cashier, 
‘Deputy-Cashier,  and  Accompiant  of  the 
‘ South  Sea  Company,  and  of  John  Aislabie, 
‘ esq.  and  likewise  of  James  Craggs,  sen,  esq. 
‘ deceased,  towards  making  good  the  great 
‘ loss  and  damage  sustained  by  the  said  Com- 
‘ pony,  and  for  disabliiif  such  nf  the  said 
* Persons  as  are  living  to  hold  any  oflice  or  place 
‘ of  trust  under  the  crown,  or  to  sit  or  vote 
‘ in  parliament  for  ilie  future  ; and  for  other 
‘ purposes  in  the  said  Act  expressed,  so  far  as 
‘ ilie  same  relates  to  the  said  John  Aislabir, 
‘ and  to  the  said  James  Cragga,’  was  grounded. 
" The  Commons  have  commanded  u:  ' 


Debate  in  the  Dords  on  the  South  Sea  Sitf- 
■ ferers  Relief  Biff.j  July  10.  A Bill  from  the 
Commons,  ‘ For  raising  money  upuu  the 
* Esiiites  of  the  late  Sub-Governor,  Deputy- 
‘ Governor,  and  Directors  of  thu  South  Sea 
‘ Company,’  was  rend  a first  time  and  ordered 
u second  reading;  ufeer  which  a Petition  of  John 
Aislabie,  esq.  was  presented  to  the  House,  pray- 
ing Co  be  beard  by  bis  counsel;  but  the  receiv- 
ing of  it  was  vehemently  opposed  by  tlie  lord 
TownsUend,  who  said,  “ He  had  done  more  mis- 
chief than  any  man  in  the  nation.”  Some  ocher 
lords  spoke  more  favourably  of  Mr.  Aislabie, 
particularly  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  though  not 
directly,  and  so  the  Petitiou  was  received, 
aod  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

Then  the  earl  of  Clarendon  presented  two 
Petitions  of  sir  John  Fellows  mid  Mr.  Joye, 
upon  which  arose  a debate  on  the  question, 
Whether  any  Petitiuus  from  the  Directors 
should  be  received?  The  earl  of  Sunderland 
suggested,  that  if  they  were  all  to  be  heard  to 
every  particular,  they  should  sit  till  next  year.- 
hut  though  the  lords  Trevor, North  aiul  Grey, 
and  Bathurst,  urged,  That  there  wus  as  much 
reason  for  receiving  tliese  Petitioas  as  Mr. 
Aislabie’s,  yet  upon  the  questiaD,  they  were 
both  reject^  without  dividing.  Then  there 
was  another  Petition  presented  in  behalf  of  the 
late  Mr.  Craggs’s  daughters,  wiiich,  afler  n 
short  debate,  was  received,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 


A Conference  Letmtn  Tnlk  Houses,  relating 
to  Mr.  Aislabie  and  the  late  Mr.  Craggs, 
sen,]  July  13.  Hie  Lords  sent  a Message  to 
the  Conimuns,  to  desire  a present  Conference 
in  tiie  Painted  Chamber,  upou  the  subject 
matter  of  the  ‘ Bill  to  raise  Aloney  upon  the 
* Estates  of  the  late  Directors,'  6ic.  which 
being  readily  agreeil  to,  and  the  managers  on 
both  sides  met,  the  lord  Carleton,  from  those 
of  the  Lords  signified  to  those  of  the  Com- 
mons, “ That  their  lordships  had  command- 
ed them  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  they  bad  received  the  Bill  be- 
fore-mentioned tram  them,  and  found  in  it  a 
elmrge  against  John  Aislabie,  esq.  and  the  late 
James  Craggs,  sen.  esq.  and  though  they  had 
read  die  Bill  twice,  yet  their  lordships  could 
nnt  find  in  it  the  Reasons  that  induced  the 
Commons  to  insert  their  names  in  the  said 
Bill,  and  therefore  desired  this  Conference, 
to  know  the  matters  of  fact  upon  which  the 
said  Bill  was  grounded,  so  far  as  tlie  same 
related  to  Mr,  Aislabie  und  Mr.  Craggs.” 

Mr.  Sloper  having  reported  to  the  House  of, 
Commons  the  said  Confermce,  they  resolved, 
That  such  Members  as  were  of  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy,  be  appointed  a Committee  to  state 
the  MattewiiOf'iWt,  fflUi  wMhh  vIkbps  ps«*of  i 
Ihe  Bill  for  Relief of  the  South  Sea  Company  I 


quaint  your  lordsliips,  ihat  the  said  Matters  of 
Fact,  so  suggested  in  tlie  said  Bill,  are  relatira 
to  the  Matter  of  Fact  suggested  in  the  former 
part  ol  the  preamble  of  tbe  said  Bill,  and  will 
be  expinined  thereby;  and  for  your  lordships' 
farther  satisfaction  we  are  commanded  by  the 
Commons  to  acquaint  your  lordships,  that  the 
Bill,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  said  John  Ait- 
labie,  besides  the  notcritty  of  facts,  wai 
grounded,  as  well  upon  proof,  as  tbe  coo- 
fessiOQ  of  Mr.  Aislabie. 

“ As  to  the  confession  of  Mr.  Aislabie,  we 
are  comnianded  by  the  Commons  to  affirm  in 
(heir  names  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Ais- 
labie did  in  bis  pluce  confess,  (bat  upon  the 
Jrd  alid  19ih  days  of  December,  17  J9, 92,000/. 
South  Sea  Stock  was  brounbi  by  Mr,  Hubert 
Knight,  late  cashier  of  (he  South  Sea  Compaoy, 
for  him  the  said  Mr.  Aislebie;  aud  Mr.  AMabie 
delivered  iu  to  liie  Commons  a paper  of  the 
liand  writing  of  Mr.  Knight,  containing  part  of 
an  account  in  the  words  followiDg. 

'• 

‘ Dec.S,  1719.  To  South  Sea  Stock 
bought  10,000  at 
183-  ...  . I8.S00  0 

‘ 19,  ditto  bought  more,  19,000 

at  126J  - - - 15,180  0 

To  l-6ih  per  c.  pd.  S. 

Strode  29,000  - 

To^  part  5J17/,  10*. 


37  10 


— 24,  To  cash  paid  boclt- 


£ 27,830  0 

£ 

ReceivedinBankNotes  12, 
Received  more  in  full  - 15.5^“ 


^ *7,810 
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“ We  sre  also  corntnanHcd  co  ac((uaine]frmr 
lordships,  lhat  (lie  Coinniims  iinriiig  received 
Jiiformation,  that  Mr.  Traucis  Ilnwes,  oue  of 
(he  late  Directors  of  (he  Souih-Sea  Company, 
had  iiegociaieil  <ery  large  sums  fur  Mr.  AisU* 
hie,  and  bnd  had  dealings  fur  u considerable 
time  past  in  Suuth-Sea  Stocit  «vi(ii  the  stiid  Mr. 
ALsIabie,  and  (bat  an  Account  ibereuf  aas 
kept  in  n book,  of  which  Mr.  Aislabie  Imd  a 
duplicate;  which  accounts  were  continued  in 
(bat  book  until  some  lime  in  November  last ; 
die  Commons  did,  on  ihcTcIi  day  of  March 
last,  order  that  the  said  book  should  be  laid 
before  them  the  nest  murning  ; at  the  making 
of  which  order  Mr.  Aislabie  WHS  preseot  to  bis 
place,  and  did  not  object  or  nOer  any  thing  to 
the  House  cbiit  the  same  could  not  be  complied 
with.  But  tbe  next  day  Mr.  Aislabie  atteiidiug 
in  bis  place  to  make  his  defence  to  the  severM 
matters  objected  to  him,  an  obedience  to  (hut 
order  being  required,  Mr.  Aislabie  declared,  (bat 
Mr.  Havres,ifcnlledin,  would  teliibe  House, that 
Mr.  Hawes,  with  his  own  Hand,  committed  the 
said  book  to  the  fire  ; upon  which  Mr.  Hawes 
being  called  la  and  examined,  said,  Thnt  the 
aaid  book  was,  iu  the  begioning  of  November 
last,  upon  Mr.  Aislabic’spiessing  instances,  de- 
livered up  by  him  to  Mr.  Aislabie ; niid  chat 
die  same  book,  and  also  the  said  duplicate 
thereof,  kept  by  Mr.  Aislabie,  were  both  then 
burnt  (c^etlier,  part  by  Mr.  Aislabie,  and  part 
by  liimself,  at  Mr.  Aislabie’s.  instance,  end 
that  tbe  proposal  for  burning  them  came  from 
Mr.  Aislabie ; and  Mr.  Hawes  farther  snid, 
that  he  had  not  any  duplicate  or  entry  of 
what  was  contained  in  the  said  book. 

“ We  are  further  commandad  to  ucquainr 
your  lordships,  that  upon  die  SOlhof  January 
1719-SO,  the  CommoDS  resolved.  That  tbeir 
House  would,  upon  the  S2nd  of  chut  month, 
resolve  itself  into  a Committee  of  die  whole 
House,  to  consider  of  ihai  part  of  bis  majesty's 
Speech  which  related  to  (tie  Public  Debts,  which 
die  House  did  accordingly  ; nnd  that  after- 
wards, on  the  27th  of  January,  tlie  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee, 
and  the  comoiiltee  did  Uien  receive  Proposals 
from  (he  Suuth-Sea  Company  fur  paying  the 
Public  Debts. 

“ As  for  proof,  tliesavenil  persons  folloniug, 
viz.  Mr.  Robert  Sorimm.  Mr.  Francis  Hawes, 
Mr.  Mnitliew  WeymonsolJ,  Thomas  Weddall, 
esq.  sir  Theodore  Janssen,  sir  Lambert  Black- 
well,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  KohercKnigbt,  sir  John 
Fellows,  sir  John  Blunt,  Mr.  John  Faulcon- 
bridge,  Edmond  Wailrr,  esq.  Mr.  Edward  Gib- 
bon, and  Mr.  Charles  Joye  were  examined, 
and  did,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Commons,  make 
out  the  allegations  in  the  said  Bill  relating  to 
Mr.  Aisbbie.” 

As  to  the  late  Mr.  Cra^s,  the  managers  of 
the  Commons  acquainted  (hose  of  tbe  Lords, 
“ That  the  Commons  had  posiiive  Evidence, 
that  great  quaniiciea  of  Soutb-Sea  Stock  were 
taken  in  fur  him,  without  his  paying  for  it,  or 


Mr,  Aiilabie,^c.\  Lord  Carleton  having  reported 
tliisCutiferenceto  the  Iluuse,  (lie  Lords  ordered 
it  to  lie  taken  into  consideration  the  next  day, 
which  being  done  accurdiiiglY,  tliair  lordships, 
after  some  debate,  made  the  fallowing  orders,  via, 
— 1.  “ Tliat  John  Aislabie,  e«q.  be  heard  at  the 
bor  of  ilm  House  on  Tuesday  next,  if  he  ihiukf 
fit.— 3.  That  the  lieuienunt  of  the  Tower  do 
bring  Air.  AisUbie  (n  the  bar  of  the  House  on 
Tuesday. — d.  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  at- 
tending the  House  of  Commons,  do  bring  up 
sir  John  Blunt  at  the  same  time  to  be  exa- 
mined as  a witness. — 1.  Tlint  a Message  be 
seat  to  the  Commons  to  desire  they  would  give 
leave  that  aay  of  tiie  witnesses,  that  are  mem- 
bersof  that  House,  may  be  examined  in  behalf 
ofMr.  Aislabie. — S.  That  the  other  witnesses 
that  are  not  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
as  also, — C.  That  Edmoud  Waller,  esq.  do  then 
altead  tn  be  examined.” 

Then  tbe  Petiiions  of  the  Executors  of  the 
late  Mr.  Crag^  being  read,  it  was  ordered, 
That  (be  said  Petitions  he  referred  to  tlieCom- 
, mittee  upon  thnt  Bill,  and  thnt  (hey  be  ilien  se- 
verally heard  by  their  counsel. 

Then  a Petiiion  of  Mr.  Hubert  Surman.  lnie 
Deputy-Cashier  of  the  Suuth-Sea  Company, 
wasrend,  and  rejected  : after  which  it  was  or- 
dered, Tliat  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  ma- 
jesty, praying.  That  (he  several  Papers  relating 
to  the  ufTair  of  Mr.  Aislabie,  may  belaid  before 
the  Haase. 

July  13.  Tlie  Lords  went  into  a Cominitiee 
upon  the  Directors  Bill,  nnd  great  debates 
arose  in  relation  to  Mr.  Ablabie,  bow,  and  in 
, what  manner  he  and  bis  witnessesshouid  he  ex- 
amined ! 

The  Lord  Harcourt  moved,  That  according 
to  the  established  rules  of  justice  and  equity, 
every  one  of  them  might  be  examinetl  distinct- 
ly to  every  article  i hut  this  was  warmly  op- 
posed by 

Lord  Tocensienif,  who  alledged,  That  such 
a method  would  take  up  80  much  time,  tliat  it 
might  endanger  the  loss  of  the  bill,  which  «vut 
of  the  peutest  importance,  not  only  to  the  king- 
dom, but  to  the  king  liimseU;  for  if  the  bill 
should  miscarry,  no  man  could  tell  what 
might  be  the  consequence.  This  was  support- 

The  Earl  of  Sunilerfand,  who  likewise  urged 
the  necessity  of  passing  this  bill,  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people. 

Then  Mr.  Aislabie  was  oolled  in,  and,  at  his 
desire,  Mr.  Weddal,  Mr.  Surman,  sirLarubert 
Blackwell,sir  John  Blunt,  sir  Theodore  Jtmssen, 
Mr.  Fnulconbridge,  Mr.  Joye,  and  Mr.  Huwes 
were  sevemlly  colled  in,  examined,  and  con- 
fronted with  bin).  Sir  Julin  Fellows  declared 
lie  knew  nothing  of  the  questions  that  were 

Cut  to  him  by  Mr.  Aislabie;  and  sir  John  Blunt 
eine  asked  who  was  the  enneriver  of  the  South- 
Sea  Scheme  f Answered,  it  was  none  of  his 
contriving,  but  the  House  of  Cominoiis : but 

ijf sYteiiptrr-Iw'fajfs*.  •!»«> 

tlia  same  matter,  said,  ‘That  lie  always  tuok 
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air  John  Dlimc  to  be  die  contriver,  ns  certainly 
be  tlie  chief  mannSer  of  the  South-Sea 
Scheme;  and  that,  fur  his  own  part,  ht  never 
wai  Ivt  into  thu  secret  of  that  nffuir.'  Mr. 
Halves  beine  examined  as  to  the  burning  of  tile 
Books  of  .4ct‘iuiiu,  ingeniously  o»n(irl  the 
fact;  liiitHiid  they  were  only  honks  of  private 
nccoiitits  between  Mr.  Aislahie  and  himself; 
and  wliicli  nowise  concerned  the  public,  or  aoy  . 
other  private  person,  besides  them  two  ; 

Upon  which,  Mr.  AisUbie  said,  lie  thought 
there  was  no  hurt  in  burning  accounts  time 
were  made  up  and  cancelled,  and  in  which  no 
body  had  .any  coocero,  but  Mr.  Havres  and 
bioiself. 

Tbe-e  Examinations  being  over, 

Lord  0«s/(se  stnoH  up  and  nsked,  Whether, 
io  tite  opinion  of  ibeir  lordships,  any  mischief 
had  happened  to  the  public  f And  being  an- 
swered by  another  lord,  • Yes,  witlioiit  doubt, 
*a  great  deal;'  hut,  added  lord  Onslow,  it 
seems  nobody  liasdnneit;  sir  John  Bluntis  in- 
nocent, sir  j’nbu  Fellows  knows  notbiug  of  the 
matter,  nnne  of  the  Directors  were  let  into  the 
.secret,  Mr.  Aislabie  ims  done  do  hurt : there- 
fore, my  turds,  I move  toadjourn;  whichwas 
done  accordingly, 

Jidy  19.  Tlie  Lords  went  again  into  a com- 
mittee upon  thnt  part  of  the  Directors  Bill  re- 
lating to  Mr.  Aislabie ; and 

The  Lord  Trevor  said, " That  from  any  evi- 
dence that  had  yet  appeared  before  tliem,  he 
could  not  sec  that  there  was  sufficient  ground 
to  insert  Mr.  Aislabie's  name  in  the  Bill,  and 
to  involve  him  in  the  same  punishment  with 
tlie  Directors ; and  therefore,  before  they  pro- 
ceeded farther,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  send 
to  the  Secret  Comniittee,  to  lay  before  .them 
their  whole  evidence.' 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  lord  llarcourt ; 
but  the  same,  if  carrie'd,  being  like  to  embroil 
both  Houses  in  dangerous  disputes,  the  lord 
Talmouth  moved  for  adjourning  during  plea- 
sure, wliicb  was  agreed  to.  After  a short  ad- 
journment. their  lordships  agreed  to  call  in  and 
examine  Mr.  Surmnn  and  Mr.  Wcyroonvold, 
the  fiirmer  of  whoni  deposed,  and  the  other 
cun5rrncd,  iliat  Mr.  Aislabie  hnd  South-Sea 
Stock  tninsferred  to  him  several  times,  to  the 
value  ofabove  80,000/.  for  which  they  koew 
nqi  that  ho  ever  paid  any  tiling.  Then 

Mr.  AistaaiE’s  Depeuce  at  the  B*n  op 
Tna  House  of  Louds.]  Mr.  Aislabie  was  call- 
ed in,  and  ordered  to  make  his  Defence,  wbicli 
b^did  in  the  following  Speech; 

" My  Lords : 

“I  appear  nt  your  iordsbips  bar,  by  your 
permission,  to  be  heard,  in  my  own  persen, 
against  that  part  of  the  Bill  now  depending  be- 
fore your  lordships,  which  atFocts  myself.-  I 
have  beet)  long  cauhned,  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  tinder  whose  dLsplva<urc  1 am  un- 
happily fallen,  fir  want,  perhaps,  of  proper 
talents  to 

eence ; for  wbteh  reason,  I wish  your  lordships 
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would  have  indulged  me  so  far,  to  have  heard 
me  by  my  counsel  in  tlie  usual  inaniier,  in  acute 
wlicre  my  property,  my  liberty,  and,  for  ougln 
I know,  my  lile,  nmy  be  concerned. 

“ I must  own,  my  lords,  I come  very  ill  pre- 
pared to  make  my  Defence  against  such  parts 
of  this  long  and  perplexed  Blil  as  seem  to  reiaie 
to  me  1 it  hath  received  so  many  alterations  in 
tlie.  tedious  passage  it  made  through  the  other 
House,  that  it  was  impossible  to  learn  how  far 
I was  affected  by  it,  till  it  was  past;  and  it  haih 
made  so  quick  a'progress  jn  this  House,  that  f 
have  scarce  been  able  to  get  u cupy  of  it,  be. 
forel  nm  broogbt  before  your  lordships  (oiiiake 
my  Defence  against  it. 

“ It  was  some  surprize  to  me,  my  lords, after 
what  had  passed  in  tlie  House  of  Commons,  and 
after  a Bill  had  been  ordered,  and  was  brought 
in,  to  make  me  discover  my  effects,  and  to  re- 
strain me  from  going  out  of  the  kingdom;  I 
say  it  was  some  surprize  to  me  to  Cud  mysslf 
translated  all  on  a sudden  into  this  Bill  ngainst 
the  Directors,  under  the  new-fasliinned  term  of 
Coiisnlidutiiin,  without  any  new  offence  given, 
nr  cuusc  assigned,  that  is  He  to  be  inentiqned  in 
(his  place.  However,  my  lords,  I now  find  mj- 
self  tacked  to  them  niid  thdir  unhappy  fate. 

" My  lords,  it  concerns  me  much  to  koo« 
(he  cause  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  the 
reasons  of  these  cruel  and  nen-invented  punisiK 
meats,  aiiri  the  lacls  that  are  to  make  out  the  , 
crimes  alledged  ugainst  me  in  (lie  preaml>le  nf 
this  Bill.  1 have  curefully  perused  and  examin-  , 
ed  it,  and  enquired  into  all  the  steps  it  has  taken 
since  I was  heard  in  my  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  against  a ciiorge  contained  In  the 
Report  of  tlie  Secret  Cnmniiitee,  and  I find  no- 
thing but  what  is  new  and  extraordinary  through-  I 
out  ihe  whole.  I was  heard,  my  loids,  I say,  I 
upon  the  Report  of  ihe  Secret  Coniuiiitee,  con-  * 
taining  many  loose  and  uncerttun  facts  as  to  ^ 
me,  and,  ns  it  seems,  innocent,  or  ineffectual  to  . 
any  one  besides.  I thought  1 had  given  entire  ' 
satisfaction  to  that  assembly  of  my  innocence,  ^ 
when  1 found  it  was  tlie  pleasure  nf  the  House 
(hat  I should  withdraw  before  any  question  wss 
moved,  or  suted  upon  paper,  as  istisunl;  It 
was  impossible  therefore  to  know  my  crimeSi 
or  the  facts  upon  which  they  were  gruunded,  so 
ns  to  be  able  to  make  a proper  Defence  there 
before  I withdrew,  Ibongli  I had  been  very  well 
prepared  to  do  it,  as  I think  I was. 

“ But,  niy  lords,  as  iliis  never  happened  to 
any  Commoner  before ; so,  my  lords,  in  tii* 
warrant  liy  which  I wns  coiriiniued  to  tli* 
Tower,  I lind  no  cause  assigned  lor  my 
mitmeiit,  os  lias  always  been  practised  iu  the 
like  cases. 

“ Thus  far,  my  lords,  I was  at  a loss  evw  W 
my  crimes ; but  the,  next  day  the  votes  of  th* 
Houte  nf  Commons  presented  me  with  a tie*' 
of  many  extraordinary  crimes  contained  in  s®" 
veml  resolutions ; crimes  which  my  soul  *bn«rti 
and  of  which,  my  lords,  1 do  in  this  place,  a>~ 
at  tills  Bar,  declare  I am  entirely  innownt.  * J 
^ “r  ■' 

brought  iu,  to  shquite  into  id;  estate,  ««•  i 
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Iperc«iTedcb«tBitl  to  tnabe  aslow  progress  for 
fOmo  time,  till  from  some  fresL  ritspleasurecon- 
ceived  against  me,  it  changed  its  shape  at  once, 
and  became  a Bill  of  punishment,  and  not  of 
enquiry,  oc  at  least  of  inquiry  os  in  cases  of 
felons  convict,  though  I had  never  had  any 
trial.  This  way  of  dealing  with  no  English 
lubject,  is  unknown  to  (he  laws  of  England ; I 
say,  my  lords,  first  to  punish,  and  tlieo  inquire, 
the  law  abhors, 

“ However,  my  lords,  I thought  myself  sure 
ofthe  eleven  Resolutions  contained  in  the  Votes 
of  (he  House  of  Coiumoiis,  as  (he  ground  of  the 
cha^e  against  me ; Resolutions  tliat  bnve  heen 
sent  abroad,  and  have  made  me  the  object  of 
public  udium  througliout  the  kingdom.  I bad 
prepared  myself  to  answer  to  this  charge  upon 
every  Article.  But  liere,  my  lords,  I found 
myself  again  disappointed ; and  tliesa  very  Ar- 
ticles for  which  I had  been  branded,  expelled, 
^«nd  committed  to  the  Tower  for  so  many 
mooihs,  disappeared  at  once,  and  were(ifftime 
be  not  a liar)  rejected  by  one  of  the  very  per- 
sons that  moved  them,  as  to  many  loopholes 
through  which  nn  innocent  roan  might  escape. 

*'  So  here,  my  lords,  I am  at  a loss  again ; 
the  punishments  are  enacted,  the  most  cruel 
torturing  punishments,  before  any  charge  is 
made,  urany  facts  nlledged,  nndat  ustii  is  sene 
up  to  your  lordships  with  n charge  of  crimes, 
without  any  facts  at  all  to  support  that  charge. 
Give  me  leave,  my  lords,  to  say,  (hat  (his,  shove 
at]  the  odier  extraordinary  steps,  is  most  new 
and  unprecedented.  An  attainder,  like  this, 
without  any  legal  charge  in  it,  tacked  to  ano- 
ther Bill  time  must  pass,  is  a complicated  mis- 
chief: an  attnintfar  of  itself  is  uncotnmon,  and 
generally  aUltorred  : an  attainder  lacked  is  en- 
tirely new  and  unparliamentary ; an  nllaioder 
without  facts  nscenainad,  is  not  only  new  and 
dangerous,  hut  against  the  very  principles  of 
jiuuce,  niid  the  laws  of  the  land  in  all  cases, 
xor  this  reason,  my  lords,  t have  humbly  re- 
proented  to  you  the  difficulties  I lie  under  in 
respect  to  my  defence,  from  the  uncertainty  of 
my  charge,  for  want  of  facts  stated  (a  support 
it,  and  without  which  it  is  prhperly  no  charge  at 

“ Your  lordships  bnve  thought  fit  to  desire, 
atnConference  with  tlieCommqps,  to  have  this 
defect  supplied ; and  they  have  accordingly  de- 
livered to  your  lordships  n paper,  a copy  where- 
of you  hnve  heen  pleased  to  give  me,  in  onier 
to  my  Defence,  which  I therefore  take  leaveto 
read  to  your  lordships.  [Here  he  rend  the  Rea- 
sons delivered  by  Mr.  QavtoD  to  the  Lords  ut 
the  Conference.  Seep'.Sro.]  My  lords,  upon 
perusal  of  this  Paper,  I find  only  two  facts 
mentioned,  which,  if  proved,  are  no  crimes,  and 
of  no  relation  to  the  preamble  of  the  Bill.  For 
•s  in  the  preamble  there  were  crimes  nlledged 
without  facts,  so  in  this  Paper  there  are  facts 
without  crimes:  your  lordships  upon  this  ex- 
traordinary occasion  desired  this  Qlonference 
with  the  Commons,  in  order  to  be  informed  of 
the  facts  Uiat  were  the  ground  of  their  charge. 
They  have  btseft-nfeoiBiUs  rtfe  jiOPf  .lorfshiffSn 
Vou  VIL 
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. to  that  part  of  the  preamble  relating  to  (he  Di- 
rectors, hy  which  they  sny  the  clurge  against 
me  is  to  be  exptninud.  I Iiave  exaniined  this 
part  uf  the  preamble,  and  am  entirely  nt  a loss 
to  find  one  fact  slated  in  it ; the  whole  is  gene- 
ral and  moat  oncertain,  and  amounts  to  no 
charge  at  nil ; (lint  port  of  the  pieumble  lelat- 
ing  to  me,  is  » far  from  being  explained  by  it, 
thne  it  is  made  mote  uerulexed  and  umutelliui- 
ble. 

“ My  lords,  it  is  a strange  circumstance  that 
attends  niy  case;  1 acand  here  accused,  and 
ready  to  roalte  my  Defence  before  your  lord- 
sbips  my  judges.  Ynur  lordsbips  are  at  a lots 
to  know  upon  what  facis  to  try  me;  you  have 
enquired  of  the  Commons  my  accusers,  and  are 
no  belter  iaformed ; but  on  my  part,  ray  lords, 
it  is  yec  more  extraordinary ; the  accused  is  put 
under  a necessity  to  find  out  facts  cu  support 
the  charge  ofhis  accusers.  Was  any  proceed- 
ing like  tills  ever  known  before?  Ko,  oiy  lords, 
the  Bill  of  Attainder  against  my  lord  Strafiord 
was  extorted  from  the  Tegisinture  by  force  ond 
violence,  and,  in  some  raspect,  like  this,  under 
colour  of  appeasing  the  deluded  people.  Vaits 
ima^notion  ! This  rmucessinn  of  yonr  ancestors 
made  way  for  all  the  miseries  that  fuUowed. 
But  cruel  and  unjust  as  it  was,  there  were  fact* 
stated  in  dial  Bill  Co  charge  that  noble  lord,  and 
his  accusers  cmne  like  men  to  this  Bar  to  inaku 
them  gooil ; bnc  where  are  my  accusers,  my 
lords?  Wbereare  (heir  facts?  And  where  is 
their  evidence?  Was  there  ever  any  aecusniioD 
chnc  proceeded  from  a Secret  Committee  be- 
fore, that  was  not  made  good  at  this  Bar  by 
those  who  are  supposed  to  know  the  facts  best, 
and  who  have  obbged  the  public  with  their  dis- 
coveries? Why  do  they  decline  to  give  your 
lordships  nnd  ibe  public  this  satisfaction  ? My 
lords,  I find,  to  save  this  trouble,  they  refer  jrou 
to  the  notoriety  of  the  facts:  strange  notoriety 
of  facts,  dint  are  not  yet  revealed,  and  to  which 
there  is  no  evidence  I Was  tins  expressiun  erer 
used  before  oc  any  Conference  ? In  any  act  of 
parliament  ? Or  did  it  ever  approach  this  Bar 
before  ? Pray,  my  lords,  what  does  it  moan  f If 
it  means  common  fame  or  public  clamoar, 
thanks  to  the  arts  of  my  enemies,  I have  bad 
my  full  share,  and  felt  the  cruel  effects  of  it : 
but  if  fame  is  to  be  n guide  injudicial  proceed- 
ings, and  in  criminal  enses,  there  is  no  heail 
safe;  we  are  alt  in  the  power  of  whisperers  nnd 
defamers..  Out  has  public  fame  ever  been 
lliought  sufficient  to  conviction?  No,  my  lords, 
public  fame  lias  been  snid  to  be  a ground  of 
inquiry,  but  never  of  coodcmn.itioti.  The 
Commons,  in  (he  case  ofthe  dukenfEucking- 
liaiiA  Aunn  1 Car.  1.  did,'  nc  the  inscince  of 
Dr.  Turner*,  declare,  that  common  fame  was 
a gond  ground  of  enquiry  of  presentment ; but 
as  this  was  compiainetl  of  by  (he  crown  as  un 
unparlinmentary  proceeding,  (be  Coiumons,  in  . 
their  reraoiistnmcc.n  little  time  after,  receded 
from  this  pretence,  aiid  nfiirmed  llirir  proceed- 
ings to  be  ground^  upon  their  own  knowledge, 
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has  accused  me,  not  sir  John' Blunt  hiratali'; 
he  tells  you  upon  his  eiatnioution  here,  as  be 
told  the  Ollier  House  before,  that  he  took  it  to 
be  ihe  sense  of  the  House  of  Commoas,  that 
the  Company  might  leod  out  the  Exchequer* 


or  proof,  by  the  exnmination  of  witnesses,  or  ; 
other  exidence;  and  in  every  Article  of  their 
accusaiion  the  particular  facts  are  expressed. 
But  this  is  not  'luy  case,  my  lords ; 1 see  no 
tacts  cliarEcd  opoo  me,  I bear  of  none ; it  is  in 
vain  to  make  ii  Defence  agoinat  oothiog;  'lis 
(ightiag  with  the  air. 

But  since,  iny  lords,  the  Commons  Lave 
recommended  some  witnesses  to  your  lordships, 
who,  they  sny,  did,  in  their  opinion,  make  out 
the  all^ations  in  the  Bill;  pray  let  me  examine 
what  (he  allegations  in  the  bill  are,  and  how 
they  were  made  out  by  the  witnesses,  who  hare 
been  examined  before  your  lordships. 

“ My  lords,  in  iliat  part  of  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  wliich  charges  me,  it  is  alledged,  ‘ that 
Johu  Aisliibie,  esq.  iite  cbanceilor  and  uniler- 
■reasurbr  of  the  exchequer,  and  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  his  majesty’s  trensury,  and  a 
member  of  the  Uousq  oi  Comuions,  in  breech 
of  the  great  trust  in  him  reposed,  and  with  a 
view  to  his  own  exorbitant  prnfit,  has  com- 
bined with  the  said  directors  of  tlic  Sontli'Sen 
Company  in  their  pernicious  practices,  and  bus 
been  guilty  of  most  dangerous  and  infamous 
corruptions,  to  the  detriment  of  great  numbers 
of  his  majesty’s  subjects,  and  manifest  preju- 
dice of  the  public  credit,  and  of  the  trade  of 
this  kiogdom.’ 

“ My  Lords,  in  considering  this  Charge  I am 
at  a loss  CO  find  in  wbac  capacity  I am  accused 
pf  Breach  of  Trust.  The  title  of  ‘ Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer’  stands  Cheie,  I suppose,  or- 
Ncim«R<i  0ratia;  it  is  an  office  of  great  honour 
and  dignity,  but  has  no  relation  to  this  affair, 
or  to  tlie  execution  of  the  Souili-Sea  Scheme ; 
nor  is  that  officer  so  much  as  mentioned  in  any 
act  of  parliament  since  the  first  constitution  of 
(he  Company;  it  is  a distinct  office  Ifroni  die 
treasury,  and  in  some  instnuces  without  much 
Influence,  though  joined  in  commission  with 
that  board. — I must  then  stand  accused  as  one 
of  die  commissioners  of  die  treasury,  or  as  a 
member  of  parlinmeuc,  or  both.— I flatter  niy- 
eelf,  my  lords,  that  1 have  acquitted  myself  in 
these  two  capacities  with  the  same  integiity 
and  good  faith  as  the  rest  of  niy  brethren ; nor 
can  I undentand  how  I could  commit  any  one 
act  in  Breach  of  my  Trust,  as  one  of  the  cum- 
missioiiers  of  the  treasury,  widiout  the  partici- 
pation of  at  least  two  of' the  same  board. 

" I have  perused  the  acts  of  parliameiit  re- 
lating to  ibe  execution  of  theSouih-SeaSclieme, 
and  desire  they  may  be  read,  that  it  mn?  be 
•een  how  far  the  treasury  were  concerned,  or 
were  introsted  with  any  part  of  the  execution  of 
die  Scheme,  ilxit  we  may  know  wherein  diis 
trust  consisted,  and  so  have  recourse  to  such 
facts  as  may  diargu  jiie  and  «(lie(s  with  a 
breach  nflt.  My  lords,  I know  of  nothing  that 
concerns  the  treasury  in  diose  acts,  but  wiiat 
relates  cu  the  making  forth  and  issuing  the 
Exchequer-Bills  to  be  lent  to  the  Company, 
besides  (he  constitution  of  commissioners  re- 
lating;' to  the  taking  in  of  Che  Public  Debts, 
which  commission  your  lordships  have  afiiru- 
sd : and  iJitiij'tdJy  Tofdj,'  ifo'niatf 


Bills  upon  iheir  stock,  having  been  admitted 
to  hear  (he  debates  of  the  House  upon  that  oc- 
casion, and  chat  (bey  were  therefore  So  lent 

“ My  Lords,  there  is  not  one  word  more  in 
ail  those  acts  of  parliament  that  implies  any 
farther  trust,  nor  is  there  any  power  given  or 
reserved  to  tlic  commissioners  of  the  treasury, 
CO  direct  or  controul  the  directors,  but  what 
has  been  literally  punned  by  the  treasury, 
'Where  then  is  this  breach  of  trust  in  me,  as 
one  of  the  cummissioners  of  the  treasury?  Is 
there  any  trust  reposed  in  me  in  any  capacity 
tbatmakesme  respoosible  to  the  Soutb-Sea 
Company?  If  not,  how  comes  the  cbaueellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  one  single  comnissiooer 
of  the  treasury,  to  be  confiscated  for  tbe  use  of 
some  of  his  fellow-subjects  for  breach  of  trust  ? 
—If  then  this  breach  of  (rust  is  no  where  to 
be  found,  let  us  examine  next,  wherein  I have 
combined  with  the  lace  directors  in  their  per- 
nicious practices.  By  the  reference  the  Com- 
cions  make  to  the  matters  of  fact  suggested  in 
the  former  part  of  the  preamble  of  the  bill  re- 
ladng  to  the  directors,  one  might  expect  to 
find  these  practices  set  forth  there,  in  order  to 
make  out  tlie  charge  of  which  diey  stand  ao- 

“ My  Lords,  I bare  looked  into  this  part  of 
tbe  preamble  relating  to  them,  and  find  it  is 
only  said,  ilmc  they,  the  directors,  under  civ 
lour  of  the  late  act,  have  carried  on  many  no- 
(orions,  fraudulent,  indirect  practices,  contrary 
(0  the  intention  of  the  said  late  act,  not  only  iu 
the  immense  loss  of  the  Company,  to  seven 
millions  anil  upwards,  but  tbe  great  detriment 
of  the  public,  &c.  Bat  the  particulars  of 
these  practices  are  no  where  specified ; I iiavt 
heard,  indeed,  they  once  stood  pnn  of  this  bill) 
but  were  afterwards  left  out  as  so  many  incum- 
brances upon  it ; and  if  I may  be  allowed  to 
take  iiorire  of  wbat  the  Commons  upon  delibe- 
rations have  supprest,  I would  acquaint  your 
lordships,  chat  lliiit  port  of  the  preamble  of  the 
bill  winch  relates  to  the  pernicious  practices  of 
the  lute  dlrecturs,  us  tending  to  the  immense 
loss  of  the  Cumpuny,  to  seven  millions  and  up- 
wards, was  coinptiz^in  these  words,  vix. 

‘ That  the  directors  have  been  guilty  ofse- 
‘ veral  currupiions,  breaches  of  trust,  frauds, 
‘ and  uhuses,  by  coutriving  the  fictitions  stuck 
‘ of  .‘>T4ifiU0/.  stock,  and  entering  it  in  their 
t books,  to  be  sold  for  1, SIS, 575f. 

‘ That  they  also  lent  upon  stock,  or  pretend- 
‘ ed  stock,  contrary  to  tlie  resolutions  of  tli* 
‘ court  of  directors,  several  sums  anioimting  W 
‘ 9iS,631f.  over  and  above  the  S00,000f.  ^ 
‘ nliich  the  loans  were  restrained ; and  more, 
‘ 40e,90fif.  over  and  above  tho  sums  limited  w 
‘ be  lent;  and  wore,  several  sums  beyond  what 
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‘ That  thejf  also  loot  opon  subscripuou*r«> 

* ceipu  3,219,06{)i.  without  authority  from  the 
■ CoinpMiyV  which  loans,  or  preiemicd  bans, 

* upon  the  stocks  and  subscripduni,  amount  in 

* the  whole  to  .^,963,556/, 

Tictitious  Stock  J,2J3,575 

Toul  on  Slock  and  Subscriptions  • 5,965,556 

£.  r, 179, 181' 

“ Here,  m;  Lords,  jnu  have  a plain  account 
of  all  the  directors’ pernicious  prnciices;  let  it 
now  be  enquired,  what  evidence  has  been  given 
to  your  lordships,  to  make  out  iny  having  com- 
bineil  with  them  in  all,  or  any  of  those  prac- 

■*  As  to  the  Grst  Article  in  relation  to  their 
contriving  the'ficiitiaus  stock  of  574,5004  aud 
entering  it  in  tiieir  books,  to  he  sold  1,813,5754 
there  is  not  one  word  said  by  any  of  the  direc- 
tors, that  I was  privy  to  it,  or  that  they  ever 
heard,  or  suspected,  or  that  there  was  even  so 
much  as  a whisper  amongst  them,  that  1 Lad, 


most  extraordinary,  os  wellas  the  most  solemn 
manner,  exaiained  them  all  to  this  fact,  were 
pleased  to  aay,  there  was  no  such  charge  against 

“ As  this  was  the  fund  for  all  the  corniprion, 
and  the  source  of  all  our  misfortunes,  I tliink 
myself  extremely  happy,  let  my  fate  he  what  it 
will,  that  I stand  clear  and  aci^uitted,  in  the 
judgincot  of  my  worst  enemies,  ut  this  criminal 
nud  cursed  traosaction.  And  as  this  was  a 
work  of  darkness,  that  has  not  yet  been  per- 
fectly brought  to  ligbc.  and  as  it  was  iu  its.oa- 
lure  such  as  carried  titc  greatest  secrecy  and 
security  with  it;  and  os  I am  the  person  su^ 
posed  to  have  been  die  author  of  the  scheme, 
ond  the  director  of  the  directors,  aad  one  who 
commanded  every  thing,  is  it  possible  to  ima- 
gine, that  I should  neglect  to  toke  iny  share  of  j 
ebis  mighty  harvest,  and  trust  to  tlic  secrecy  of  I 
an  infamous  broker,  and  the  hazard  of  an  open  ' 
market  ? 

“ But  notwithstanding  theSecret  Committee, 
who  spared  no  pains  in  their  inquiries  relating 
to  me,  have  not  thought  fit  to  charge  me  upon 
Ibis  head,  hut  have  entirely  acquitted  me,  I 
hod  some  notice  is  taken  of  « Imt  Mr.  Surman 
has  said  concerning  tlie  Green  Book,  wherein 
he  saw  my  name  to  an  account  that  was  ba- 
lanced-. whatever  notice  your  lordships  are 
pleaded  to  cake  of  tlmt  information,  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Secret  Committee  knew  better  than 
to  insist  upon  it  in  thejr  charge,  since  that  ac- 
count is  said  to  he  after  the  bill  was  past,  and 
to  be  balanced ; and,  coosequently,  T must  have 
it  to  produce,  unless  bysutne  extraordinary  ac- 
cidenCjOr  artifice,  I should  have  lust  it.  But  as 
Mr.  Surmnn  has  proved,  that  Knight  kept  iny 
cash  lone  before  the  scheme  lank  place,  and 
was  iodehted  to  me  for  a great  sum  in  Novem- 
ber 1719,  so,  my  lords,!  declare  I am  not  con- 
eerned  how  thow«c«btot»ireiespc93d,'if  tb^’ 
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can  possibly  be  brought  to  light;  and  as  I have 
this  account  mentioned  by  Mr.  Surmnn,  to  pro- 
duce, if  your  lordships  require  it,  so  I w ish  Irani 
the  hotioni  of  my  soul,  tbui  the  Green  Book,  so 
fawoui  iu  story,  may  he  produced,  as  perhaps 
it  may,  before  it  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

“ The  Directors,  and  nUiei’s,  examined,  to 
the  rest  of  the  articles,  making  ui>  ilie  seven 
millions  and  upwards,  do  all  declare,  that  I 
was  not  privy,  or  iu  any  ninniicr  a party  to 
their  transactions,  or  in  tbe  least  coatnhuced 
to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Company  in  an 
article  of  that  account;  as  these  proceedings 
were  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  causes  nf  the 
misfortunes  of  die  Company  nnd  the  public,  I 
am  still  extremely  at  a loss  to  know  whni  tbe 
pernicious  practices  were,  that  can  make  me 
no  accomplice  or  coufetlentle  with  the  Directors. 

— Tlie  selliog  of  their  own  slock,  and  buying  it 
for  the  Company,  could  not,  iu  its  nacuro,  be 
Cnmnniiiicnted  to  me,  and  has  been  denied  by 
them  all.  The  declaring  the  great  dividends  at 
SO  per  cent,  for  Christmas,  and  nut  less  than 
SO  per  cent,  for  not  less  than  12  years  after, 
was  a transaction'  when  1 was  in  the  North, 
and  they  all  declare  1 knew  nuUiing  of  it.  The 
additious  to  the  first  and  second  subscriptions, 
and  the  deficiencies  of  the  tiurd  and  fourth  suh- 
scriplioiis,  are  attested  to  be  done  without  my 
privity  or  advice.  And  os  to  the  taking  iu  any 
of  the  subscriptions  at  what  price  Soever,  sir 
Tlicodore  Janssen,  and  others,  have  told  your 
lordships,  they  were  done  at  the  instance  of 
sir  John  Blunt  solely,  by  starts  and  surprize, 
and  agreed  to  the  same  day,  without  sending 
to,  or  advising  with  Mr.  .Mslabie,  or  any  body 

“ Here,  my  lords,  you  have  all  the  facts  and 
pernicious  practices  with  which  the  directors 
are  charged,  either  by  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Lords  or  Commons;  and  here  is  not  one  «it- 
oess  that  has  been  examined  before  your  lord- 
ships, that  liHth  not  entirely  acriuitted  me  of  . 


my  combination  with  them,  it 
other  of  ifaeir  pernicious  practices,  iiiese  are 
tbe  coatents  of  this  general  charge  of  tbe  Com- 
mons against  me,  as  far  as  I can  collect  them, 
and  which  have  required  more  pail 
and  put  together,  tbau  it  has  don 

“ I shall  now  proceed,  my  lords,  to  examine 
the  only  two  facts  which  the  Commons  have 
thought  fit  toUy  bclbreyour  lordships,  and  de- 
livered nt  the  Conference. 

“ The  first  of  these  is  said  to  be  grounded 
upon  tuy  own  confession  in  my  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  viz.  That  on  the  3d  aad 
19th  of  December  1719,  33,000/.  South-Sea 
Slock  WBS  bought  by  Mr.  Unberc  Knight,  late 
cashier  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  for  me; 
and,  tliat  I delivered  in  to  the  Commons  a 
Paper  lif  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Kiiight,  eoti- 
tniiiingpart  ol  anaccouiii,  in  the  words  ful- 
lowiiig ; 

‘ Dec.  3.  .£•  *• 

• 1719.  To  South-Sea  stock  bought 

'-,18^300  0 
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19.  Bdughc  more  12, 0002. 3tl26t  15,180  0 
* To  f per  Cent,  paid  S.  Strode 


‘ 92,000/. 27  ID 

* To  i Part  217/.  lOi.  lost  as  above  lOH  15 

‘ 24.  To  Cash  paid  back  - - • 193  15 


27,810  0 


'Dec.  10.  Received  in  Bonk  Note*  19,300  0 
‘ 19.  Received  more  in  full  - 15,510  0 


27,810  0 

“ hSy  lords,  I have  tlie  greatest  honour  and 
regard  for  tJie  House  of  Commons  imaginable, 
and  shall  always  pay  the  g reatest  deference  to 
every  thing  that  proceed  from  them ; even 
tlieir  censure,  and  my  misfortunes  t bear  with 
patience,  and  submission  to  their  authority : 
And  4s  I am  sensible  their  displeasure  was 
drawn  npoii  me  by  unlucky  incidents,  and 
want  of  opporcumty  of  understanding  the 
trotli  of  my  case,  so  I doubt  not  but  they  will 
be  pleased  that  I have  this  opportunity  of  de- 
fendiiig  myinDoccnce,anrlclearJng  it  from  the 
mistakes  and  general  prejudice  under  which  I 
have  been  unhappily  oppressed;  nor  can  their 
honour  be  concerned,  or  that  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  if  I am  acquitted  by  your  lordships 
of  (tie  crimes  laid  to  my  charge,  if  they  appear 
to  your  lordships  to  be  ili-gtouaded;  I shall 
therefore  take  the  liberty  to  say,  1 am  ex- 
tremely surprised  to  find  the  Commons  make 
use  of  the  word  Confession  upou  lliis  occasion. 
Confession,  niy  lords,  implies  guilt,  and  is  the 
declaration  of  some  fact  supposed  to  be  cri- 
miual : But  this  is  not  my  case,  nor,  with  sub- 
inUsinn,  is  it  the  fact ; this  paper,  my  lords, 
this  account  proved  by  Mr.  Surman,  and  al- 
lowed by  the  House  of  Commons  to  bean  ac- 
count of  slock  bought  and  paid  for  with  my 
own  money  in  tbe  beginning  of  December 
1719,  was  produced  by  me  in  tbe  House  of 
Commons  ID  my  own  justification,  to  prove  a 
Tahiable  consideration  inlMr,  Kuight’a  bands, 
and  security  given  fur  20,000/.  South-Sea  stock 
bought  the  beginning  uf  March  following,  ^and 
paid  for  by  Air.  Knight.  This,  with  other  ef- 
fects of  mine  of  great  value,  were  proved  to  be 
in  his  hands  at  that  time,  more  than  sufficient 
tu  answer  ilio  value  of  tbe  said  20,000/.  stock 
bought,  by  my  prder  by  Air.  Weymondsold ; 
whereof,  if  any  doubt  remain,  I am  ready  to 
produce  the  most  nutbemic  Vouchers. 

“ This  Paper  produced  as  evidence  by  me 
sgainsca  charge  of  corruption,  is  now,  hj  an 
onaccouuiabie  turn,  made  an  article  of  cor- 
ruption itself,  or  at  least  tending  to  support  tbe 
charge  iu  the  preamble  in  some  manner,  1 
cannot  very  well  guess  what  tbo  Commons 
would  infer  from  tl)is  account  or  what  it  lends 
to,  I supposcitis  meant  to  shew,  that  it  was 
done  with  a view  to  the  scheme  wliicli  after- 
wards look  place,  audio  my  own  exorbitant 
gain,  since  they  ori'  pleased  afterwards  to  sub- 
join this  obsen’ation;- That  upon  the  20th  of 
Jannury  1.710, . the  Cpmmops  resolved,  ^at 
(heir  Hou^' Wdb'lll,  t^oi^iib^’s^dbf  th'ac  rndhth, 


resolve  itself  into  a Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  coisider  of  that  part  of  his  majesty's 
speech  which  related  to  the  public  debts,  wliicb 
the  IloDse  did  accordingly ; and  that  after- 
wards, on  the  27th  of  January,  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  tbe  said  committee 
and  the  Committee  did  then  receive  'proposals 
from  the  South-Sea  Company  for  payiog  tbe 
public  debts. 

“ One  wuuld  think  that  from  this  observa- 
tion, which  the  Comnions  tbenseives  have 
made,  there  needs  uo  other  proof,  to  shew  that 
the  stock  bought  in  the  bt^inning  of  Decem- 
ber 1719,  could  nnt  be  bought  with  a view  to 
the  scheme,  that  was  not  accepted  till  two 
mnnclia  after;  and  if  it  had  been  so,  it  would 
have  been  no  more  than  every  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  hath  done  at  all  times  before 
me ; nay,  I may  venture  to  affirm,  it  hath  been 
looked  upon  as  incumbent  upon  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  and  all  tbe  other  officers  of 
the  revenue,  to  encourage,  by  their  eiamples, 
all  public  undertakings  of  this  kind;  nnd  it 
must  uric  be  furgot,  that  at  the  first  esiahlish- 
ment  of  this  very  Company,  the  then  chan- 
cellor uf  the  exchequer,  and  several  great 
oflicera  of  state,  did  condescend  to  he  directors 
of  this  Company,  which  wos  never  thought  a 
crime,  whether  it  wasdooe  with  a view  to  their 

“ But,  my  lords,  I will  shew  that  this  stuck  was 
not  bought  with  any  such  view;  and  if  it  were, 
that  it  does  not  male  good  any  one  part  of  the 
charge  in  the  bill;  for  as  it  was  bought  with 
my  own  money,  it  could  not  be  a breach  uf 
Crust  in  any  manner,  nor  coold  it  be  a dange- 
rous and  iufamous  corruption,  nor  could  it  be 
in  cimfederacy  with  tbe  directors  in  their  per- 
nicious practices,  which  are  described  10  have 
been  committed  by  them  under  Che  colour  of 
tbe  late  act,  aud  ihecefore  sabsequent  to  it; 
nor  was  it  bought  with  a view  to  my  own  ex- 
orbitant profit,sinceiC  was  not  only  two  mombs 
before  the  Commons  accepted  the  proposals  of 
the  South  Sea  Company,  but  even  betbre  the 
scheme  was  so  much  as  communicated  to  me, 
and,aslhare  proved  to  your  lordships,  nos 
sold  out  again  that  veryimorning  tbe  Soulb-Ses 
Company  were  resolved  tu  outbid  the  Bauk, 
and  carry  their  point  at  all  hazards. 

My  lords,  I have  proved  to  your  lordships, 
tliai  at  the  same  time  that  1 buughc  this  stock 
in  tbe  South-Sea  Company,  I bought  very  near 
the  likevniue  io  the  Bank,  and  continued  it 
there  after  I had  sold  out  of  the  Soutb-Sea, 
which  does  not  look  like  partiality  to  the 
South-Sen  scheme.  I have  shewn  yonr  lord- 
ships, tliat  immediately  after  the  §ouch-Sea 
proposals  were  accepted,  I bought  into  the  Bast- 
India  Company,  and  not  into  the  South-Sea 
Company,  which  is  sume  proof  that  I had  no 
great  faith  in  their  scheme,  or  built  upon  it  with 
a view  to  my  own  profit : But  to  make  it  t«o^ 
evident  that  this  scheme  was  not  founded  by 
me  in  that  iniquity  as  is  supposed,  and  ihst  i 
bad, not  those, views  that.oce  laiti  to  my  char*'* 
I'liar^sfiewhyour.Ic^sBipsj  tiiet  1 was  not 
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the  origiiitl  author  or  promoter  of  ihii  ccbenie ; 
I have  proved  b;  sir  John  Blunt,  that  he  first 
presented  cliis  scheme  to  m;  lord  Stanhope, 
soon  after  iiis  msjescjt’s  return  from  Hanover 
in  1719.  That  mjr  lord  Stanhope,  some  time 
after,  communiented  this  scheme  to  me,  and 
desired  me  to  talk  with  sir  John  Blunt  about  it  j 
and  tliBt  accordingly,  about  the  latter  end  of 
December,  1719,  i desired  Mr.  Clayton  to 
meet  sir  John  Blunt  and  Mr.Rnight  at  my  own 
house,  to  confer  about  it;  which  was  the  first 
lime  that  1 talked  with  sir  John  upon  that  sub- 
ject. 

“ So  that,  my  lords,  it  is  most  evident  that 
the  stock  bought  in  tbe  beginning  of  December, 
could  not  be  bought  with  a view  of  gain  from 
this  scheme,  sis  is  su^ested  by  the  Commons  in 
their  paper,  since  lEe  very  sclieme  itself  was 
not  communicated  to  me  until  tbe  latter  end 
of  December  ; and  taking  all  the  ocber  cir- 
cumstances along  with  it,  that  have  been  ex- 
plained to  your  lordships,  I am  satisfied  you 
must  think,  that  the  Commons  could  not  have 
done  me  a greater  service,  than  by  suting  this 
fnct  as  the  chief  matter  of  tlieir  accusation, 
which  hath  given  me  this  opportunity  of  clear- 
ing up  some  mistakes,  and  Isying  open  some 
facts  that  were  not  known  or  understood  be- 

" Thus  having  cleared  up  this  natter  to  your 
lordships,  I shall  proceed  to  answer  the  next 
and  la^  article  laid  to  my  charge,  as  it  was  de- 
livered by  the  Commons'  to  your  lordships,  in 
which  they  give  your  lordships  an  account  of  a 
uansoction  m their  Honse,  relating  to  the  can- 
celling some  accounts  between  Mr.  Hawes  and 
me.  1 do  not  find  that  tbe  Commons  made 
this  a charge  against  me,  in  any  of  their  Reso- 
lutions that  night  they  committed  me  to  tbe 
Tower;  hot  os  this  story  had  the  greatest  ef- 
fect to  inflame  and  raise  a prejudice  ogMiisc  me 
in  their  House,  so  I doubt  not  but  that  it  is  laid 
before  your  lordships  in  this  solemn  manner, 
with  an  expectation  that  it  should  have  the  same 
effect  in  this  House. 

“ My  Lords,  I know  very  well  that  many  of 
my  Judges  io  the  other  House,  who  acquitted 
me  of  every  part  of  the  chaige  brooglit  against 
me,  could  not  get  over  tliis  slight,  this  ridicutons 
incident.  I must  own,  my  lurds,  my  conduct 
epoD  that  ocension  was  nut  so  calm  and  cir- 
cumspect as  my  circumstances  required  : but 
it  might  have  warmed  a man  of  a much  more 
even  temper  than  myself,  to  see  a most  in- 
nocent action  represented  in  such  a suspicious 
light  by  the  secret  Committee,  as  to  appear,  in 
some  measure,  criminal : nud  besides  this,  my 
lords,  the  order  menciooed  at  the  Conference 
to  have  been  made  for  me  to  produce  these  ac- 
counts, was  introduced  in  such  a manner,  as 
might  surprise  and  shock  the  most  wary  man 
alive ; to  he  attacked,  as  I »ns,  entering  the 
House,  and  before  1 was  got  to  my  place,  in  a 
most  unparlinment.'iiy  method,  and  by  an  uu- 

firecedemed  motion,  by  one,  who,  of  nil  men 
iving,  hadiheJeasttight  to  make  that  demand, 
and  who  could  furhiihi-!f'K^''jiteiise(},'Trdm' 


own  books  of  accompts,  more  matter  of  en- 
quiry,  than  all  other  aceninptants  put  together. 
1 should  ooe  bare  mentioned  this,  but  that  I 
see  that  transaction  taken  notice  of  in  the 
paper  delivered  to  your  lordships  at  the  Con- 
ference. 

“ The  use  that  hnth  been  mode  of  ibis  story, 
has  been  to  inflame  and  stir  up  the  minds  *f 
men  to  believe  ibat  there  were  tbe  greatest  se- 
crets, the  most  criminal  matters,  contained  in 
these  books;  and  that  they  were  cancelled,  or 
burnt,  in  order  to  destroy  evidence.  I own, 
my  lords,  when  this  iiiaiter  was  pressed  upon 
me  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I treated  it  with 
neglect  and  iiidiflerence,  as  knowing  my  own 
innocence,  and  not  dreaming  of  the  criminal 
and  false  coiistruciion  that  wus  afterwards  put 
upon  it ; But  since  it  hns  heen  so  universally 
understood  to  my  prejudice,  give  me  leave,  my 
lords,  in  this  place,  to  return  my  thnnks  again 
to  my  accusers,  that  they  have  given  lue  an  op- 
portunity, befure  the  supreme  court  of  judi- 
cature of  this  kingdom,  to  clear  up  this  matter, 
and  to  shew  to  the  world,  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  this  story,  either  criminal  or  suspicious. 

“1  llionk  my  accusers,  my  lunis,  for  giring 
me  this  opportunity  of  shewing  the  world,  that 
there  is  a vast  diflerence  between  no  examina- 
tion taken  before  your  lordships,  and  an.  ex- 
amination taken  before  tbe  Secret  Committee ; 
fur  it  may  very  probably  happen,  that  tliey 
may  be  mistaken  iu  niiat  relates  to  me,  since 
every  part  of  their  report  hath  been  either  re- 
jected or  dropt  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  related  to  any  oiherman  living. 

“ I perceive  your  lordships  took  this  matter 
first  into  your  consideration,  as  observing  the 
Commons  to  lay  the  greatest  stress  upon  it. 
You  luLve  exuniiiicd  Mr,  Hawes  in  the  strictest 
manner,  in  relation  to  tlie  nature  of  these  ac- 
counts, and  llie  inaiiner  of  cancelling  them. 
He  has  told  your  lordships,  ‘That  there  wits 

* nntbing  criminal  contained  iu  those  acenunts; 
' That  tlKre  was  nothing  in  them  relating  ia 
‘ me  as  a chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  nor  to 
' him  as  a director  of  the  South  Sea  company, 
‘ or  as  a receiver  of  thecustoms;  that  there  was 
‘ nothing  in  them  that  could  be  construed  a 
‘ breach  of  trust ; nothing  thnt  could  be  called 

* a combination  with  the  South  Sea  directors, 
'or  bad  any  relation  to  them  ; notbine  that 
‘ could  be  called  corruption,  or  any  thinglike  it.’ 
He  says, ' He  bought  tome  stock  for  rae  its  De- 
' cemW  1719,  but  chat  it  was  sold  again  in 

! ‘ three  or  four  dnys  after,  for  very  small  profit. 

I ‘ And  lastly,  he  says,  this  stock  was  bought  and 
I ‘ paid  for  with  my  own  money,  nod  not  with 
' ‘ (be  public  money,  or  the  Company’s  money.* 

I As  to  the  manner  of  cancelling  them,  llu  snyi, 

I ‘ It  was  done  in  October  last,  before  tbe  king's 
‘ return,  and  long  befure  the  parliament  met ; 

‘ that  I had  long  since  passed  my  public  ac- 
' counts,  viz.  in  April  1730,  that  those  awounts 
‘ were  passed  at  my  pressing  mstaoces  in  linlf 
'the  time  that  any  of  my  predecessors  bod 
cmW  tlliur8.;|  flat  lhad  aiterwnpls  daily  so- 
‘iidleo  biia  to  have  llibse' priVaie  accounli 
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'made  up  end  delivered, but tket  his  af&tirs 
' would  not  permit  Idfa  to  do  it  till  October 
' last ; That  I had  pressed  him  to  deliver  up 
' these  accouBU,  not  only  long  hefure  the  stock 
'fell,  but  before  it  rose;  that  tlic&e  accounts 
• were  cancelled,  after  X had  given  him  a di&> 
‘ chaise,  by  mutual  consent;  and  that  he  be- 
' lieves  it  was  not  done  with  a design  to  conceal 
' them  from  this  enquiry.’ 

“ My  lords,  tills  is  the  Evidence  of  Mr. 
liawes ; aud  I do  not  wonder  that  your  locil- 
ahips  were  under  some  surprize,  that  a matter 
represented  in  so  ditlerent  a light,  and  with 
wmch  my  enemies  have  made  so  much  noise 
and  clamour,  should,  at  last,  come  out  os  a fitir 
and  indifiercnt  action,  iu  which  neither  the 
public  uor  any  private  person  was  concerned, 
and  to  have  been  done  without  a design  of 
concealing  or  coveting  any  fraud  whatsoever. 

“ There  is  sometliing,  my  lords,  1 must  ob- 
serve to  you  upon  this  occosiim,  that  makes  me 
wonder  bow  this  transaction  came  to  be  so 
much  insisted  on,  unless  it  was  to  inflame  more 
than  to  convince  ; aud  that  is,  my  lords,  (as  I 
humbly  conceive)  that  in  case  these  books  bad 
been  in  being,  aud  there  had  been  any  thing 
criminal  in  them,  or  tliai  might  any  way  affect 
me  to  my  prejpillce,  your  lordships  wuuld  not, 
as  you  are  a court  of  justice,  oblige  me  to  pro- 
duce them  against  myself;  this  is  a fuudamental 
lunxim  in  law,  and  has  never  been  broke 
through  in  the  most  violent  and  nrhitrary  times. 
And  tiiclluuceof  liords,  in  tlicir  enquiries  in 
X640,  wereso  teuderof  this  great  principle  of 
law  and  justice,  that  they  made  it  a speaal  in- 
struction til  ibeir  Committee,  that  the  Judges 
they  bud  ordered  to  be  exatsined,  should  not 
be  examined  upon  any  thing  to  accuse  them- 
selves. Aud  die  Cmumons,  during  all  die  enor- 
mities of  those  times,  never  broke  througli  this 
rule,  till  they  came  to  decide  all  things  by  the 
sword  : And  therefore,  my  lords,  if  iliese  ac- 
counts could  not  judicially  be  demanded  of  me, 
in  case  they  were  in  bdug,  and  contained  any 
tiling  cdminal  in  them ; there  can  certainly  be 
no  crime  in  tny  having  disposed  of  them  as  I 
thought  lit,  especially  if  it  be  considered,  that 
they  were  my  own  private  books,  no  ways  re- 
latiog  to  me  as  a public  accomptant,  contain- 
ing nothing  in  them  criminal,  or  affecting  the 
interest  of  any  other  person. 

“ I know,  my  lords,  very  well,  dial  in  the 
ease  of  a deed  destroyed,  if  a witness  proves 
that  there  was  in  that  deed  any  clause  to  the 
advantage  olii  third  person,  or  to  the  prejudice 
of  him  that  oestroyccl  k,  such  clause  shall  be 
construed  in  the  strong^  manner  against  tlie 
nersou  that  destroyed  the  deed.  But  this,  niy 
lords,  if  not  my  case : here  is  no  evidence  pro- 
duced to  prove  any  ibiog  criminal  in  tb^e  pc- 
counts,  but  no  the  contrary  ; so  that  in  taw 
end  equity  they  would  he  takep  os  ^counts 
subsisting  in  my  favour,  though  unadvisedly 
cancelled.  Mr.  Hawes's  testimony,  relating 
.to. the  accounts  in  these  books,  auorda  your 
lordships  another  instance,  that  may  satisfy 
.youriofdkl%i‘'thu^i  {•  tbcSwitfj 
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Sen  scheme  in  ray  transactions  contained  in 
ihost  books ; since  it  appears  by  bis  evidence 
concerning  the  slock  inenliooed  in  llieiB,  that 
I parted  with  it  before  tliescliemetouk  place. 
But  let  that  be  as  it  will,  can  an^  man  coll  it 
a criminal  circumstance  to  commit  the  papers  - 
after  they  cvereconcellcd,  to  the  fire  > No  my 
I lords,  it  was  a legid  and  an  innocent  action.  ^ 

“ Thus,  my  lords,  I have  gone  through  evi-rv 
art  of  the  chaige  against  me,  either  as  it  lint 
een  stated  by  the  Commons,  or  fallen  under 
the  examination  of  your  lordships  ; and  1 iupe 
there  is  nothing  omiiied  in  my  defence,  that  is 
necessary  to  Drove  my  innocence  to  the  satis- 
faction of  sdl  that  hear  me ; but  if  the  least 
doubt  remain  with  your  lordships,  in  relntiga 
to  auy  one  fact  chafed  upon  me,  I beg  I may 
have  tiie  opportunity,  before  I go  from  tliu 
bar,  of  clearing  it  up,  which  I do  not  doubt  lu 
do  by  the  plaiuest  proofs  in  the  world. 

“ If  theretbre  the  charge  of  the  Coiomoas  in 
the  preamble  of  this  bill  cannot  faesupporied  ii 
any  part  of  it,  by  any  one  fact  n hatsuever,  can 
your  lordships  ever  be  induced  to  consent  to 
such  parts  of  the  bill  os  subject  me  to  an  ar- 
bitrary jurisdiction,  and  cruel  and  iisnr  invented 
punishments?  Mylnrds,  the  laws  are  our  birth- 
right, and  the  guide  aad  measure  of  all  oar 
actions;  but  where  is  the  law  that  1 have  brokeu? 
Or,  indeed,  where  is  the  crime,  or  the  fact  that 
is  snppused  to  be  a crime,  and  which  is  to  he 
punished  by  a law  mode  ex  pact /acle  f A law, 
my  lords,  that  dispenses  with  the  very  forms  of 
judicature,  and  sets  up  a tribunal  unheard  of 
before  in  any  free  country  ? 

" 1 believe,  my  lords,  this  bill  is  very  little 
nndcrsiood  by  most  of  the  gentlemen  of  iha 
House  of  Commons ; and,  perhaps,  your  lunl- 
ships  may  think  the  penalties  of  this  bill  less  ' 
severe,  at  least  in  respect  to  me,  than  they  are,  ! 
but  your  lordships  will  give  ice  leave  to  explain 
that  matter  to  you  in  such  a manner,  thatyoa  > 
may  betterjudge,  whether  I have  committed 
uny  ofl'ence  equal  to  such  severe  and  ignoiniiu*  ' 
ous  punishments, 

“ My  lords,  as  the  bill  now  stands,  all  toy 
personal  estate,  and  great  part  of  my  r^  «-  , 
tate,  whidi  belonged  to  me  on  the  1st  of  Juno  | 
1720,  or  at  any  time  since,  is  vested  in  the  . 
trustees,  to  be  sold  and  applied  to  the  uses  of  I 
this  .aot;  so  that  I am  siript  at  once  of  *vciy  , 
sliilling  but  what  is  settled  upon  my  family,  and 
wherein  I am  but  tenant  for  life.  Auer  lln5>  . 
roy  lords,  I am  obliged  to  give  100,000»-  to*  j 
curity  by  reci^nizance,  wilh  two  other  pe^®?  . 
to  be  bound  for  me  in  25,000?.  apiece,  that* 
shall  not  depart  the  kingdom  before  a certsio  | 
lime.  This  was  not  tlie  case  of  the  directors, 
but  itis  mioe,  that  after  my  estate  is  mkw  i 

Oornme,  lam  obliged  to  give  security  to  tK  i 

volue  of  ten  times  mure  than  I am  worth.  •**  , 
there  u Iriend  in  the  world  that  can  hehew 
am  guilty  of  the  least  thing  laid  to  my  cbi^t 
(bat  will  be  security  for  me  in  this  situation 
Or  have  I any  counter  security  to  g‘'*> 
but  the  little  stock  of  credit  and  reputstw  ^ 
Aiirtt"  this"  billi  "Sttooe*  t«Ae  *»«y  i Du* 
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^entlcoicu  tbiiik,  and  m cnemifs  boast,  tlmt 
(licy  have  been  very  boui'itirul  to  me,  and  they 
have  made  me  easy.  If  that  he  tfie  case,  my 
lords,  nliat occasion  istliere  to  sus|>ect  I sboutd 
dy  from  my  country,  my  friends,  and  iny  es* 
late  p But  if  uy  case  be  otherwise,  if  I am 
worse  used  tlmii  any  of  the  directors;  if  I am 
more  branded  and  eiposed  iliun  any  other  per- 
lun  in  this  hill ; who  nill  not  be  npt  to  Judge, 
from  what  has  passed,  tliat  tlie  same  spirit 
that  has  hrouglit  me  to  this,  may  be  carried  in 
greater  extremity  ? Am  1 not  by  this  bill  put 
into  the  power  of  every  villain,  of  this  very 
broker  here,  whose  cvideitce  is  liis  merit  P Am 
I not  obliged  to  live  in  the  dread,  and  at  the 
mercy  of  every  informer  like  him  P Utliers  mav 
chiuk,  and  the  directors  perhaps  may  think  life 
under  these  circumstances  to  be  tolcmbic; 
but  to  me,  tny  lords,  there  esu  be  no  cnmfoit 
in  it,  but  wlmt  my  own  innocence  secures  to  me, 

<'  Tlicre  arc  some  clauses  in  the  bill  that 
oblige  me  to  give  in  inventories  of  my  real  and 
personal  estate  from  such  times,  and  in  siicli  a 
manner,  os  is imjtossiblc  to  be  complied  with; 
having  never  kept  my  accounts  in  such  a me- 
thod, as  those  that  are  bred  up  to  trade  and 
figures  are  used  to  do ; and,!  believe  very  few 
gentlemen  in  the  kingdom  would,  in  tlieir  own 
cases,  think  this  practicable.  But  if  my  ac- 
counts had  been  regulorly  kept,  ns  I have  no 
clerks  or  book-keepers  to  swear  to  then),  so 
1 do  not  know  of  wbat  use  it  could  be  to  pro> 
duce  them  to  these  trustees,  in  case  they  are 
piinded  to  dispute  them  ; for  though  they  are 
entitled  only  to  the  incrementuin  of  my  esCale 
ysmee  thefirst  ofOctober  1718,  yet  as  they  arc 
to  be  vested  with  the  whole  of  my  persooal, 
ami  great  part  of  my  real  estate ; and  as  I am 
to  deliver  up  all  uiy  writings,  [tapers,  and  ac- 
eounis  to  them,  it  is  impossible  to  make  out 
any  claim  before  them  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever, And  pray,  luy  lords,  observe  the  diffi- 
Vultiesur  absurdities  of  this  case:  Here  is  o 
court  erected  of  nine  persons,  with  absolute 
and  unlimited  powers;  some  of  these  gentle- 
men, perhaps,  have  been  accusers,  hut  all  of 
thejn  are  to  he  judges  and  parties;  my  estate! 
and  ray  title  is  to  he  put  into  their  bands,  nod 
^en  I am  to  claim  what  cun  never  be  made  , 
pur,  but  by  the  very  writings  in  iheirpossession. 

'■  Was  ever  such  a jurisdiction,  established  upon 
earth  befure,  where  Ians  were  in  use  P No,  tnv  , 
jords,  the  origiiml  cnuse.of  sIL  laws,  and  of  civil 
government,  was  to  prevent  men’s  judging  for 
Uierasclves,  and  to  oblige  them  to  submit  nil 
dilutable  matters  to  indiSereiit  parties;  This 
is  in  a particular  manner  the  basis  of  all  our 
laws,  and  it  is  the  only  pillar  by  which  justice 
and  equity  can  be  supported. 

“ Bur,  niy  lords,  there  is  another  ciroum- ; 
stance,  nhicli,  in  the  situatiun  of  my  aflairs,  | 
makes  any  claim  impracticable  ; that  is,  my 
lords,  the  onut  proiundi  lies,  iu  o great  mea- 
sure, upon  me,  which,  in  regard  to  my  per- 
sonal estate,  is  impossible  ; unless  uiy  ju^es 
are  willing  to  be^uUlcd  by  the  circuipijancespf 
my  affairs,  ao'dteyowflmfimSriyi' 


'<  For  instance,  my  lords,  it  appears  to  your 
lordihips  that  there  was  an  account  between 
Mr.  Hawes  ami  me  for  seven  years  past, 
wherein  must  of  my  effects  were  cououned, 
and  lie  says  about  30,000P.  South  Sen  stock 
was  bought  before  the  scheme  took  place,  with 
iny  own  money  : It  appears  by  tlie  paper  de- 
livered at  the  Conference,  diat  I bought  by 
Mr.  Knight,  two  months  before  tlie  South  Sea 
proposals  took  place,  27,000/.  Souili  Sea  stock, 
and  hod  several  other  effects  in  ills  hands ; and 
Mr.  Sunnnn  has  proved  that  Mr.  Knight  told 
him,  that  he  owed  me  a great  sum  of  money 
long  befure  tliis,  linving  kept  my  cash  for  two 
or  three  years  before,  nouc  of  which  can 
be  supposed  to  be  die  increase  of  my  es- 
tate since  October  1718.  Uow  is  it  possible 
niy  lords,  I can  prove  oucwordof  itr  As  to 
Mr.  Knight,  it  is  not  expected  I should  produce 
him  ; aod  as  far  Mr.  Haw-es,  he  says,  those 
accounts  are  cancelled,  and  he  has  made  no 
other  entr^of  them.  How  is  it  possible,  then, 
to  prove  any  thing,  especially  tu  the  satisfac- 
tion of  my  judges,  who  are  also  parties’  Vor 
it  must  be  to  their  satisfaction,  and  not  otlier- 
wise,  the  bill  says,  that  my  proofs  must  be 
made.  If  they  .vc  not  pleased  to  be  satisfied, 
then,  indeed,  1 may  appeal  to  another  coart 
erected  for  diis  purpose,  vis.  to  the  judges  in 
Westminster  Hall,  who  will  expect  legal 
evidence  to  maiutain  an  appeal,  which,  in  my 
case,  my  lords,  I have  shewn,  is  not  tu  b« 

“ I cannotbut  Cake  notice  of  one  punishiaent 
more  that  seems  Co  be  oddly  suited  to  that 

fiari  of  my  accusation  relating  to  the  cancel- 
ing of  my  accounts  with  Mr.  Hawes ; The 
Commons,  for  want  of  having  that  matter 
cleared  up,  as  it  has  been  before  your  lordships, 
have  thought  that  crans.rctioa  a great  offence ; 
and  the  puoisbmenlof  that  offence  is,  that  I 
shall  make  up  diose  very  accounts,  which  my 
accusers  say  are  destroyed,  and  which  are  no 
more  in  being ; indeed  I must  own  they  have 
been  80  kind  os  Co  exempt  me  from  ail  danger 
on  this  head  for  the  future,  by  disabling  me 
from  having  any  more  accounts  to  make  up. 

“ Since  1 have  spoke  of  disabling,  ray  lords, 
I beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  a douse  that  con- 
tains a UGW  and  dangerous  puuisliment,  ilint 
was  lately  added  to  this  bill ; that  is,  my 
lords,  the  clause  for  incapacitating  the  late 
sub-governor,  &c.  trom  silting  nr  voting  in 
either  house  of  prailiament,  or  from  holding 
any  office  or  place  of  trust  under  bis  majesty, 
his  heirs  or  successors. 

“My  lords,  I raust  presame  to  say,  from 
some  little  iiicitlencs  time  have  happened,  this 
clause  was  not  the  punishment  of  a South  Sea 
sin,  nnd  these  nnlbrcunate  men  were  only 
thrown  in,  to  make  the  draught  go  down  the 
better.  But  how  consistent  tbis'  punishment 
may  be  with  good  policy  iiod  ft’  free  govem- 
niciic,  Isuhmic  to  your  lurrlshipx'donsiderarion. 
“ Here  are  no  kss  than  SC  fellow  subjects 
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Englishmen  ; I menlion  it  to'vour  lordships  as 
jou  are  the  guardians  of  chose  riglics  and  pri- 
vileges, that  yon  may  oppose  an  attempt,  in 
its  first  instance,  that  seems  to  threaten  our 
conslitution,  and  shake  even  Magna  Charca 
itself.  No  man,  since  we  were  a nation,  has 
heen  so  bold  as  to  think  of  creaiiug  so  danger- 
ous a precedent,  which,  if  it  bad  been  estab- 
lished sooner,  liod  before  this  day  exceedingly 
thinned  the  ranks  of  our  ablest  natriots. 

“ But,  my  lords,  if  this  Bill  imisc  pass  in 
any  manner  as  to  me,  I am  not  concerned  us 
to  the  effects  of  this  danse.  I say,  if  this  Bill 
pass,  (as  they  say  it  must)  my  ambition  is  at 
an  end ; it  is  too  late  far  me  to  begin  Che  world 
again;  bat  an  ill-natured  man  would  lie  pleas- 
ed, at  his  going  olT  the  stage,  to  leave  this  le- 
gacy Co  those  that  come  after  hiiu. 

“ Precedents,  my  lords,  will  advance,  and 
this  precedent  will  not  sleep.  The  violence  of 
the  times,  and  the  rage  of  parties,  is  too  great 
to  drop  a precedent  so  useful  as  this  will  be. 

“ I sliall  trouble  your  lordships  no  more 
than  to  say,  that  if  J must  be  sacrificed  to  ap- 
ease  the  fury  of  the  misguided  multitude,  I 
earcily  wish  it  may  have  that  effect,  which  will 
be  some  nllevbtion  to  my  misfortunes.  But  in 
vain  have  the  guilty  appeared  against  me ! in 
vain  have  they  stirred  up  the  nation  for  one 
man’s  ruin  ; ray  fiill  will  scieen  or  secure  no 
man;  iflam  innocent,  there  is  nothing  can 
make  me  guilty.  Let  the  storm  rage  never  so 
high  nt  present,  Englishmen  will  grow  calm  by 
degrees,  truth  is  great,  and  will  prevail.” 

Mr.  Aislabie  bein^  witlnlrawn,  the  Lords  or- 
dered such  other  Witnesses,  as  he  had  to  pro- 
duce, to  he  examined  the  next  day ; and  that 
the  directors  of  the  Sword-Blade  Company 
sitould  then  nttend  with  their  hooks.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  20ih  of  July,  the  Lords  in  a 
grand  committee,  resumed  tlie  consideration  of 
that  alfair,  and  examined  the  Sword-Blade 
Company,  and  their  books,  by  which  it  ap- 
pearing, that  Mr.  Waller  had  received  vast  sums 
on  account  of  South-Sea  stock,  their  lord- 
ships did  not  think  fit  to  call  for  any  other  wit- 
nesses ; neither  did  Mr.  Aislabie  desire,  that 
the  members  of  the  Commons,  who  had  been 
summoned,  should  be  examined. 

Mn.  Aislabik's  secohd  DEFEtrci;.]  But 
being  called  in,  and  asked,  what  he  had  farther 
to  say  in  his  own  defence,  be  spoke  as  follows : 

“ My  Lords, 

“ I have  already  endeavoured,  and,  I hope, 
with  success,  to  satisfy  your  lordships,  that  the 
charge  laid  against  me  in  the  Bill  now  depend- 
ing, cannot  be  supported  by  any  general  part 
of  the  preamble,  nor  by  the  particular  facts 
stated  by  the  Commons,  nor  by  any  evidence 

E reduced  before  your  lordships.— As  your 
irdships  have  examined  all  the  witnesses  re- 
commended by  the  Commons  to  support  their 
chaise,  I did  conclude,  when  I come  hither 
this  day,;.,^M|  fffter  ly^at  1-  said  yesterday,  J 
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should  not  be  called  upon  to  ofiier  any  thin> 
more  in  my  justification.  ^ 

“ But  now,  my  lords,  I find  here  is  a new 
matter  started,  relating  to  Mr.  Waller’s  ac- 
count, with  the  Sivord-filade  Company,  whieb 
is  not  within  your  Jordsliips'  order,  that  con- 
fines me  to  such  matters  only  as  relate  to  my 
own  defence,  I liave  been  a little  surprized 
and  silent  upon  this  occasiou,  not  knowing 
whether  your  lordships  expected,  or  whether 
it  was  fit  that  I should  take  any  notice  of  it  ■ 
for  as  the  Commons  have  not  transmitted  this 
matter  to  your  lordships,  as  a ground  of  tlieir 
charge,  I take  it  for  granted,  they  did  not  think 
it  worth  your  lordships’  enquiry,  or  proper  for 
your  Judgment,  being  rather  a matter  of  cla- 
mour, and  only  calculated  for  the  people. 

“ I must  own,  my  lords,  if  it  is  expected  I 
should  give  an  account  of  this  transaetion,! 
am  at  a loss  to  know  how  to  go  about  it.  For, 
first,  1 do  nut  know  (he  contents  of  this  ac- 
count, and,  in  the  next  place,  how  shall  I make 
it  bear  to  iny  charge,  or  any  part  of  it  ? How  it 
it  made  out  to  be  a breacbof  trust  in  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  to  credit  bis  son-in- 
law  with  any  sum  of  money?  Or  how  has  he 
thereby  combineii  with  the  Soutb-'Sea  directors 
in  their  pernicious  practices?  Or  how  could 
he,  in  such  an  act,  be  guilty  of  dangerous  and 
infamous  corruption?  There  has  nothing  ap- 
peared CO  your  lordships  concerniug  this  ctans- 
action,  but  Che  sum  total  of  the  whole  accoonc 
in  such  a time;  and  it  may  happen,  (hat  a 
great  part  of  this  transaction  has  no  relation  to 
South-Sea  stock,  and  chat  a tenth  part  of  it 
docs  not  belong  to  me. 

“ But  where  are  my  labours  to  end?  How  is 
it  possible,  my  lords,  for  roe  to  dress  up  this 
matter  to  be  a charge  against  mysdf;  It  is  to 
be  imagined,  I suppose,  that  all  thefe  iraniac- 
tioos  have  been  upon  my  account,  and,  con- 
sequently, chat  I must  have  been  a grebe  gainer. 
I pity  the  malice  of  my  enemies,  that  are  k- 
duced  to  such  poor  shifts,  as  to  endeavour  to 
prove  my  deep  views  and  designs  from  the 
most  stupid  folly  in  the  world,  and  my  riches 
and  exorbitant  gains  from  this  instance,  and 
another  which  1 shall  presently  mention  to  you 
lordships,  that  plainly  shew  my  losses.  For  is 
it  possible,  my  lords,  tliat  a mao,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  know  the  world,  that  is  cliought  ca- 
pable of  forming  a scheme,  and  of  directing  the 
very  directors,  should  be  so  destitute  of  proper 
agents,  as  to  trust  his  negocialions  to  an  unex- 
perienced youth,  who,  by  his  transaction^ 
seems  to  have  dipt  as  much  in  the  whim^f 
the  alley,  as  any  adventurer  of  them  all  ? 
absurdity  is  too  great,  my  lords,  to  gain  credit 
any  where,  much  less  io  this  place,  that  oiiEt 
upon  whom  the  eyes  of  the  world  were  lix<“> 
and  whose  actions  might  be  canvassed  ''ii|' 
great  severity,  should,  in  order  to  conceal  hu 
affairs,  commit  them  to  a near  relation,  acung 
in  the  most  open  and  unguarded  manner. 

“ And  as  my  apprt  heusinns,  duiirg  the  exC" 
cution  of  this  scheme,  were  become  reinarkabie, 
in  it, there  c 
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be  iMtlting  more  eitrava:^C  chiin  lo  make  me 
a party  to  this  gentleman'^  transsciions,  which 
were  visibly  canied  on  with  a spirit  very  dif- 
ferent from  mine,  and  which,  from  rbe  nature 
of  them,  seem  to  be  the  effect  of  rash  coudcHs, 
and  suited  to  the  phrenzy  of  the  times.  Mr. 
Waller,  my  lords,  is  a near  relation,  but  entirely 
independent  of  me,  and  nbo  consulted  me  less 
upon  this  occasion,  than  any  other  man,  where- 
of this  transaction  with  tbe  Sword- Bliule  Com- 
pany is  tbe  strongest  evidence : For,  os  he  has 
told  your  lordships,  chat  1 never  knew  of  this 
accuanc,  or  his  keeping  his  cosh  there  till  they 
broke;  so  it  is  improbable  1 should  trust  all  my 
al&iia  lo  his  management,  who  dealt  with  a 
company  in  whom  I never  had  any  faith,  nor 
with  whom  I ever  had  any  dealings. 

“ As  to  the  greacuess  of  this  transaction,  1 
must  own,  my  Inrds,  if  the  mecanry  of  this  year 
could  be  obliterated,  it  might  very  wellsurprize 
us ; but  I must  observe  to  your  lordships,  that 
this  sum  of  700,0001.  is  not  the  balance  of  the  ac- 
count at  any  one  point  nf  tiiA,  as  is  genemlly 
understood,  hut  the  total  amount  of  several 
sums  paid  and  repaid  many  times  backward 
and  forward,  and  sometimes  great  part  of  it 
tbe  same  day.  And  any  person  used  to  ac- 
counts must  know,  the  40Ch  part  of  this  sum 
WHS  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  whole 
sum  of  700,000/. 

“ Meny  of  vour  lordships  know  the  truth  of 
what  Mr.  Waller  has  cold  yon,  viz.  that  a great 
many  young  gentlemen,  and  others,  (whose 
beginning  was  cot  so  considerable  as  Mr.  Wel- 
ler's, who  hod  a very  good  real  and  persoual  es- 
tate before  the  SouCh-Sea  scheme  was  thought 
of)  have  transacted  lor  as  much  os  he  did.'  Nor 
does  it  follow  from  the  greatness  of  the  trao^ 
action,  that  tbe  profit  was  extraordinary,  since 
many  have  dealt  for  greater  sums  than  this, 
whose  fortunes  are  for  from  being  improved; 
and  it  is  very  plain,  that  10,OOOC  stock,  not 
stirred  atall,  till  sold  out  at  the  best  advantage, 
would  have  brought  more  profit  than  all  these 
numerous  transactions  put  together. 

My  lords,  I am  very  free  to  own,  that 
53,000/.  of  thin  sum  belonged  t<v  me,  great  part 
wherenfisDow  locked  up  in  the  Sword-Blade 
Company,  and  depends  upon  tbe  goodness-  of 
their  security ; and  I am  far  from  declining  to 
give  your  lurilships  the  most  perfect  account  I 
can  of  all  my  transactions,  oocwithsiauding  Mr. 
Waller  is  not  able  to  do  it,  who  never  kept  any 
regular  accounts  that  ever  I saw,  but  did  every 
thing  in  the  same  burry  and  confusion,  as  most 
ocher  young  gentlemen  at  (bat  time  did.  I do 
not  perceive  chat  your  lordships  have  entered 
into  the  examiuation  of  this  account,  any  far- 
ther than  to  know  the  sura  total,  which  has  not 
taken  up  much  of  your  lordships  time,  noewith- 
standing  the  gentlemen  of  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee have  employed  moch  pains  in  it,  and  have 
displayed  it  as  a discovery  of  my  immense 
gains,  and  a transaction  entirely  belonging  to 
myself. 

“ My  lords,  it  is  very  hard,  that  against  all 
•ridence,  aga'aiscrMlI  andTiiwierY'  leirtnnw.-: 

y«u  VII.  1 


I stance  chat  conduces  to  it,  such  an  insinuation 
should  proceed  from  any  one  man,  or  cuounit- 
cee  of  men,  Co  tbe  prejudice,  or  ruin,  of  an  in- 
nocent person,  I dare  say,  my  lords,  theyhud 
no  ocher  grounds  in  the  world  for  it,  but  tbe 
vain  presumption  from  Mr.  Waller's  near  rela- 
tioo  Co  nic,  Clint  he  acted  solely  for  me ; where- 
as it  now  appears  to  your  lordships,  by  Mr. 
Waller’s  evidence,  iliac  he  acted  for  many  other 
friends  as  well  as  for  me,  and  chat  I was  not 
so  much  as  privy  to  Chenccotints  lie  kept  with 
the  Sword-Blade  Company.  Is  it  then  pos- 
sible, my  lords,  that  your  tordsliips  should  give 
way  to  so  groundless  a supposition,  as  that  all 
this  account  should  belong  to  me.^ 

“ My  lords,  if  tliis  nay  of  proceeding  had 
been  the  general  rule  of  judging  in  the  coses  of 
others,  ibe  iiecret  Committee  might  have  car- 
ried on  tlieir  enquiries  against  many  in  tbe  ad- 
miiiisrnuioD,  with  much  more  justice  and  cei^ 
Caincy  than  against  me;  and  they  might,  if  they 
bad  ihougbc  fit,  from  tbe  dcidiugs  of  several 
agents,  friends,  and  depeiideoo,  who  dealt  for 
much  more  than  Mr.  Waller,  have  fbrnisiied 
matter  of  imputation  against  persons,  concern- 
ing whom  they  are  altogether  silent.  And  if  it 
bed  not  been  too  invidiuus  in  me,  my  lords,  to 
bare  asked  chequestion,  Mr,  Waller  couldhave 
named’  to  you  some  persona,  who  had  less 
foundation  of  their  own  than  himself,  and  who 
ec  have  traitsacted  for  much  more,  and  who 
ave  the  honour  to  be  known  to  some  of  tho 
Secret  Comnuciee,  as  well  as  to  much  greater 
men  chan  myself. 

“ But,  my  lords,  as  I nm  confined  to  what 
only  relates  Co  myself,  ^ve  me  leave  to  say, 
that  this  account  of  Mr.  Waller's  with  the 
Sword-Blade  Company,  and  the  account  of 
stock  bouglic  and  sold  by  Mr.  Weymondsoids 
have  been  the  chief  grounds  of  my  accusation, 
or  rather  of  tlie  public  clamour ; chough  of  tbe 
whole  balance  of  tiiis  account  of  Mr.  Waller’s 
when  truly  examined,  there  is  but  53,000/.  be- 
longs lo  me;  and  Mr.  Weymondsold’s  great 
account  of  77,000/.  stock,  when  fairly  scaled, 
is  reduced  to  iS,000/.  stock,  now  in  my  hands. 
It  was  impossible  Co  work  people  up  Co  such 
violent  and  extraordinary  proceedings,  without 
first  raising  tbe  public  envy  and  resentment. 
It  was  therefore  thought  necessary  to  make  the 
world  believe,  that  1 was  immensely  riel),  and 
that  I had  gained  my  wealth  from  the  spoils 
and  ruin  of  the  unhappy  sufferers.  Icwas 
cessory  to  make  the  world  believe,  that  the 
scheme  was  calculated  by  me  with  that  view, 
luid  that  I had  the  sole  conduct  of  it,  or,  ac- 
cording lo  the  witty  turn  of  a very  learned 
gentleman,  that  1 was  tbe  director  of  tbe  dU 

As  the  opinion,  my  lords,  of  my  exorbitant 
gains  has  almost  nniversally  prevailed,  be 
pleased  to  give  me  leave  to  explain  bow  a re- 
port, so  artfully  raised  and  dispersed  abuot  the 
nation,  came,  uC  last,  to  be  strengthened,  amJ, 
as  it  were,  sanctified  by  authority  of  tbe  House 
of  Commons. 

r .Scwel' were  sp< 
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pointerl  to  eur^uire  into  these  proccetlings,  hod, 
with  great  puios  miU  o)>(iUc.iiioii,  cxnmmed 
and  Marched  into  ervry  tiling;  but  before  they 
could  be  rrwly  tn  lay  imy  great  discoveries  be- 
fore the  ftouse,  in  Older  to  satisfy  tbe  impn- 
tience  of  getulemcii  in  some  uiouner,  and  ti> 
give  n apecimei)  of  their  Jaimurs,  an  honour- 
able member  of  that  Cummiitee  stood  up,  and 
pronounced  in  his  pUce,  that  he  had  found  out 
abot  e 10  millions  that  belonged  to  Uie  direc- 
tors, and,  by  way  uf  supplement,  abovo  a mil- 
lion niid  n half  more  that  belonged  to  anotlier 
genilemuD,  whom  he  did  not  think  fit  to  name 
at  chat  lime.  This  hopeful  beginning  gave 
much  satisfaction  to  those  who  delight  iu  great 
discoveries,  and  raised  ibe  expectation  of  all 
bis  hearers:  llut  so  dull  was  I,  as  not  to 

find  out  that  I was  concerned  in  this  descrip- 
tion, ’till  erery  libel,  and  erery  news-paper  was 
full  of  it.  But  wfaac  did  tltese  vain  promises 
amount  to  ( Your  lordships  have  seen  what  Che 
directors  bare  produced,  and  bow  far  sliort  it 
falls  of  this  romantic  accniine.  And  as  to  mv- 
•elf,  the  object  of  this  solemu  enquiry,  1 doubt 
1 shall  not  contribute  much,  though  this  bill 
should  pass,  Co  raise  the  reputation  of  the  Se- 
o^t  Commictee  in  these  wonderful  discoveries. 

" Thus,  my  lords,  I have  cleared  my  way 
throu^  all  tlie  dirt  and  scandal  tliat  hath  been 
thrown  upon  me;  I shall  now  leiire,  my 
lords,  to  lay  before  you  a short  narrative  of  the 
vise  and  progress  of  this  scheme,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  after  it  passed  into  an  act,  as  far  as 
has  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  yoar  lordships 
nay  jadge  whether  I have  done  ray  doty,  or 
have  been  guilty  of  any  omission. 

“ My  lords,  I have  proved  by  sir  Jolm 
Blunt,  that  be  first  communicated  his  scheme 
to  the  late  lord  Stanhope,  soon  after  his  ma- 

n’s  retorn  from  ilanover,  in  1719 ; that  my 
5lanbo|ie,  some  time  after,  sent  this 
scheme  to  me,  and  desired  me  to  talk  with  sir 
Jonh  Blunt  nbout  it,  which  1 did  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Clayton  nod  Mr.  Knight;  that  there 
were  several  alterations  made  lu  this  scheme, 
end,  particularlv,  in  one  part  of  it  relating  to 
Che  ninds  of  the  Bank  and  the  East  Indio 
Company,  which  were  proposed  cr>  be  incor- 
porated into  tbe  funds  of  tlie  South  Sea  C'oru- 

“ And,  at  last,  tbe  scheme  was  formed  oud 
agreed  to  by  all  those  in  the  nilminisiraciou,  as 
it  was  first  opened  and  proposed  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  And  I do  aver  here,  l«fore  your 
lordsliips,  that  there  wo^  nnt  one  step  token  in 
this  afikir  before  it  passed  into  an  act,  that  was 
not  taken  by  tlm  concurreuce  and  opprobalioii 
of  chose  in  the  administratioo,  and  ei’en  some 
of  the  Secret  Coumiuee : dikI  bo  cautious  and 
diffident  was  1 of  the  success  of  so  great  an 
undertaking,  that  though  tbe  scheme  was 
adapted  CO  the  notipps  oud  opinions  of  chose 
gentlemen,  who,  for  two*  sessions  before,  had 
opposed  ail  measures  for  reducing  the  inrerest 
of  chepufalrc  debts,  till  the  LnngAnnuities  were 
(Bade  redeemable ; yet  1 would  not  ndventore 
w^uodupe  u (|^  ,(be  Hfiusp,  pf  Qpop^oos^  it , 


bad  been  c<immunic’.ied  cn  and  approved  of 
by  them:  and  as  this  scheme  was  then  caJey. 
Inted  with  110  inconsiderable  u'lvaiiUges  to  the 
public ; as  it  .nc  once  raised  three  millioiit  and  a 
half  cowards  the  rlischarge  of  the  public  debts- 
and,  at  tlie  same  time,  put  the  Long  and  Sliurt 
Aiinuicies  into  a state  of  being  redeemed;  and 
alter  four  years,  reduced  the  interest  of  tbt 
niKile  debt  of  llnglaiid  to  4 percent,  and  iberck 
by  mode  n vast  addition  to  the  sinking  fund;  I 
fiatcer  myself,  it  could  not  have  been  ihuughc  a 
bad  bargain  to  the  public,  at  some  were  pleased 
to  represent  it,  or  liable  to  those  unhappy  con- 
sequences ciinc  have  attended  the  ulteratioa 
of  it,  siuce  it  would  bare  been  restrained  and 
tied  down  to  such  conditions,  as  would  bars 
made  it  uupossible  for  any  projectors  to  hari 
hurt  us. 

“ But,  my  lords,  these  measures  were  alt 
broke  at  ouce,  by  a sudden  resolution  of  tin 
Bank,  nho,  before,  had  shewn  n great  back- 
wardness in  undertabmg  any  thing  for  the  re- 
ducing the  public  debts,  aud  had  treauri  this 
scheme  with  great  contempt;  I say,  mylordr, 
as  soon  as  this  scheme  was  opened  in  ihelloose 
of  Commnns,  tbe  gentlemen  of  the  Bank  were 
immediately  stirred  up  to  become  competitors 
for  it,  and  tu  desire  that  they  might  b«  suQered 
to  offer  proposals  as  well  as  tbe  South  Sea  Com- 
mit was  very  easy  to  seethe  consequences 
of  this  competition  ; and  I expressed  my  fears 
to  all  those  in  the  king’s  service  that  werecoit* 
suited  about  it;  and  wc  had  n meeting,  where 
the  lords  of  the  treasury,  mid  those  iu  ilicad- 
ininiatratioD,  were  pre$»it,  in  order,  ns  sir  Julio  ! 
Blunt  says,  to  persuade  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany to  advance  their  proposals,  aod  to  ofiei 
four  niillions  certain:  It  was  then,  my  loidi, 
dial  I again  expressed  my  fears  of  ibis  under- 
taking, and  declared,  that  I did  not  see  hon  tlie 
South  Sea  Company  could  go  tlirougb  with  it,  ' 
if  they  were  to  give  any  uiore  money  for  it>  , 

without  the  assistance  niid  concorrence  of  tbe 
Bank,  and  mucli  less,  if  the  Bonk  opposed 
them;  and  npon  this,  I proposed  to  the  Sotiili 
Sea  Company,  that  the  scheme  siiould  be 
divided  between  them  aud  the  Bank,  wbicli  * 
drew  from  sir  Jolm  Blunt  this  ineinorebJe  sav-  I 
ing,  ‘ No,  sir,  we  will  never  divide  the  child.' 
For  my  part,  my  lords,  upon  this  occasion,  1 i 
wits  entirely  for  dropping  it;  nor  could.  I b* 
prevailed  upon,  by  those  ibat  pressed  m«  r^ 
warmly,  to  have  anything  more  to  do  in  it : i 

and  when  n certain  geDtlemaii  of  the  Secret 
Committee,  at  the  instance  uf  an  honourable  , 
gviitlemnn  that  is  since  dead,  moved  tlie  Ueusti 
timt  tbe  Com'miuec  miglii  be  opened  again,  to  I 
receive  fresh  proposals  from  the  inocomparues,  | 
und,  as  it  were,  to  set  up  the  nation  u>  uuciiooi 
I was  so  far  from  approving  it,  or  giving  nj 
consent  to  ir,  that  I quilted  (lie  House  upoaih  | 
and  would  not  be  present  when  it  was  moved. 
This,  I tbiok,  woe  shewing  my  dislike  of  it,  t** 
far  as  I could  decently  do  it,  in  respect  , 

fellow  servants,  from  whom  I differed*;  i 
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titc  l4st  prnpoula  of  the  Smith  Sea  Cnni|i)in/ 
wen; actually  accepted  Uy  the  ll.,uw  <u'  Cuiu- 
mons,  I ever  spoke  to,  nrcmilMred  v ith.  nr  ad- 
med  tuiy  ooe  of  the  Director.'  ol  ilie  South  Uta 
Cimip4iiY,lo  bidiisliilUuK  ui'ire  (tian  they  bad 
dona;  and  if  they  did  arlviae  witnany  lu  the  ad- 
niinitirHtirin  about  these  IimI  prl)pll^:ll^,  it  was 
eiibcr  at  my  Intc  lord  Stanbope'd,  oruc  Mr.  Se- 
cretary for  they  never  ciioie  to  iny  hiiuse 

al'terWards,  tiU  the  bill  wns  drawn.  Anri,  my 
lords,  to  shew  you  my  dhlikc  of  (bis  fwiil  trani- 
aclioii,  (since  nil  the  nrKunieiiCs  againsr  me  nre 
drown  from  iDtereH)  1 must  ncr|uaiui  you,  lliM 
the  night  liefare  these  pnipuMis  were  offered  to 
the  House  of  Commons,!  was  told  at  my  lord 
Stanhope's,  that  eomo  of  (he  Soulll  Soa  Com- 
pany had  been  there,  mid  that  they  were  ro- 
oolred  to  out  bid  tlie  fiiuib  nt  any  rule.  To  this, 
my  lords,  I then  declareil  uiy  didike,  nnJ  gure 
orders  that  night  to  sell  out  all/ny  Souili  Sea 
stuck,  (except  3,000f.)  nhicli  was  actually  ilnne 
Uis  Oust  morning,  nod  which  makes  so  greiit  a 
figure  in  Weymondsolri's  account.  'I'iius,  my 
lords,  if  we  were  to  judge  from  interest,  I could 
not  1^  thought  partial  to  itie  South  Sea  Com- 
pany's pro[X>SA!s,  when  1 Imd  so  Jitllettock  with 
tiicm,  and  so  much  in  the  Bank ; and,  my  lords, 
there  is  nothing  more  DaCorious,iiuf  which  can 
be  proved  by  more  witnesses,  limn  that  I did 
oni  go  nut  to  Che  Directors  chat  morning,  to 
advise  them  to  out-bid  the  Bank,  (as  sir  John 
Blunt  would  insinuate,  though  be  lius  been  con- 
tradicted in  it  by  Mr.  Joye  and  others)  but  lliiic  I 
sac  still  in  my  place  in  the  lloose  of  Coiiuuon!, 
until  Che  proposals  were  received,  expressing 
my  dislike  of  them  to  all  those  about  me, 
and  publicly  declaring  in  the  House,  th.it  I 
thought  both  tlie  corporations  liad  ouc-bid 
tbetoselves. 

“ Thos  was  tills  scheme  accepted,  and  as 
sir  JoliD  Bloui  siiys,  become  the  act  of  the 
House  of  Commons ; and,  as  it  tvas  their  act, 
it  was  my  duty,  by  the  nature  of  my  office,  to 
see  die  bdl  drawn  and  brought  in  encrirdingly, 

“ My  lords,  there  was  something  very  cxlra- 
ardinaiy  in  the  consequence  u(  this  afihir,  thuc 
the  more  the  South  Sea  Company  were  to  pay 
to  the  public,  the  higher  did  ctieir  stock  rise 
upon  it : Whether  dus  proceeded  only  fruni  the 
distemper  of  the  times,  itial  aflerwards  broke 
out  into  such  a dome,  and  which  vv:»  kindled 
by  the  opposition  of  the  Bank,  and  the  value 
they  set  upon  the  scheme,  by  bidiling  so  biph 
for  it  I'Or  from  what  other  cause  I cannot  Ictl ; 
hut  Iroin  that  time  it  became  difficult  to  govern 
it;  and  let  those  gentlemen  that  opeue<l  the 
flood-gates  wonder  at  the  deluge  chat  ensued  as 
tniich  as  they  please,  it  wns  not  in  one  man's 
power,  or  in  the  power  of  the  whole  adminis- 
tration, to  stop  it,  cooiidering  how  the  world 
was  born  away  by  the  tortuat,  suid  |iorticularly 
the  mambers  of  the  House  of  Comnions : and 
I will  be  bold  cosuy,  my  lords,  and  ihegemle- 
neu  of  the  Bank,  1 believe,  will  own,  that  if 
tiicy  bad  carried  the  schetne  apon  their  last  pro- 
posals, they  could  not  have  executed  it  with 
MccttSi  aiid^i^.  shif^ 


. 1721.— 37r.  AislabVa  Defence.  [S^ 
what  they  have  done  since,  tl.at  they  would 
have  bcir‘1  lo  thi  same  manner  as  the  South 
Sen  Cmnpu.iy  i.atli  done,  uud  1 am  sure  with 
niureiatal  consequencis  ro  ilie  public. 

“ Thas,  my  lords,  was  this  Bill  passed,  and 
whatever  condiuons,  ur  restraints  might  have 
been  put  upon  the  South  Sea  Comuony,  if  the 
first  proposals  hud  been  accepted,  they  becams 
now  impraoucahiej  nor  would  the  South  Sea 
Company  submit  to  be  coaironied  in  an  under- 
taking tliey  were  to  pay  so  dear  for.  Andnof 
withstanding  it  has  been  said  that  the  scheme 
could  have  been  executed  at  150;  vet  Mr. 
tiibbon  hits  told  you,  and  so  will  'all  the 
iilhet  Directors,  that  thev  would  not  have  un- 
dertaken to  have  given  so  much  as  live  mil- 
lions, if  they  hod  been  restrained  from  selling 
liieir  stock  higher  riinn  ut  that  price.  And 
(lierefure,  ns  there,  w«s  no  po.ver  reserved  to 
tlie  crensury  to  cdotroul  the  Directors  in  the 
execuiiiin  of  the  acbeiuc;  luidastbcre  were 
surh  vast  advantages  to  accrue  fruni  it  to  the 
public,  there  was  nothing  remained  for  the 
treasury  to  do,  hut  to  give  them  all  tfie  assist- 
ance they  ctiuld,  and  particularly,  nbut  the  law 
bod  provided  for  theui. 

“ I'nr  this  reason,  my  lords,  the  exchequer 
notes  were  issued  to  ttiem,  Uiougli  at  that  time 
their  stock  was  high,  and  perhaps  they  might 
miC  wont  tlisni  very  much,  since  it  was  ensy  at 
iliat  tine  for  them  to  raise  whnt  sum  they 
pleased  by  subscriptions. 

“ But  ns  they  were  iniiiled  to  those  notes, 
niid  as  they  were  demanded  of  the  creiisuiy 
according  to  law,  ilie  commissioners  of  the 
treasary  could  not  be  so  indiscreet,  as  to  refuse 
them,  without  taking  upon  themselves  the 
blame  of  any  miscarriage ; nod  it  is  very  ploio, 
that  tlie  wisest  nf  the  diiectors,  who  suw  their 
stock  carried  to  that  mnnstrous  height,  where 
it  never  could  be  .-iipported,  were  apprelieiisive 
of  the  ccinsequencus  of  it,  and  were  looking  out 
for  every  preieuce  |o  lay  tbe  blanie  upon  tJie 
ndmiDistraiion. 

“ But  though  I wns  always  upon  my  guard 
in  this  point,  yet  I do  declare,  1 never  was 
wanting  to  serve  and  assist  ibsm  to  cbe  utmost 
of  my  power.  And  though  perhaps,  my  lords, 
it  was  m the  power  of  the  treasury,  if  they 
would  hare  taken  upon  them  what  did  not 
belong  to  them,  to  have  run  down  the  stock; 
yet  considering  the  parliament  was  then  siulng, 
the  greatest  pure  wlicreof  were  deeply  engaged 
ill  it;  it  had  been  a hold  undertaking  fur  ihe 
treasury  to  have  attempted  to  have  brought 
down  ilie  stock,  ami  inuet  '^nve  drawn  upon 
themselves  tlie  rage  nf  all  Oie  suiferers,  uiid 
sure  destruction. 

“ This  unhappy  affair,  my  lords,  began  nt 
a time  wlien  ilie  pa<;ajon  and  avaricious  desires 
of  mankind  are  grown  up  lo  a madness  and  a 
distemper,  and  one  cannot  without  pity  look 
back  upon  the  rage  and  folly  of  the  year.  The 
unaccoumahle  success  of  this  undoruking  gave 
birth  to  many  base  and  rainons  projects ; aod 
it  roust  ever  be  a public  reproach.  Iliac  cdcou- 
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Tvere  established,  to  raise  a supply  for  ibe 
snpptirt  of  the  ci»il  list;  it  is  very  well  known 
that  chose  two  projects  did  not  proceed  from 
joe.  Wlimever  opinion  the  world  may  have  of 
the  Sooth  Sea  scheme,  I will  presume  to  say, 
these  two  projects  were  founded  in  greater 
iniquity,  and  contributed  more  to  the  public 
calamity  chan  any  thing  else. 

“ After  this,  my  lords,  I may  venture  to  say 
the  South  Sea  scheme  was  become  ungovera- 
ahlei  and  some  of  the  wisest  of  the  Directors 
were  so  sensible  of  it,  that  to  do  them  justice  I 
must  declare,  they  came  to  the  ireasu^, 
and  offered  to  advance  the  money  for  the  Civil 
List  upon  sure  and  easy  terms,  rather  than  that 
those  bubbles  should  take  plac«. 

“ But  though  the  ueasury  were  provided 
with  ways  and  means  for  a supply  to  the  Civil 
List,  without  the  help  of  either;  yet  those  pro- 
jects, and  others,  had  taken  such  deep  root  in 
the  House  of  Commoos,  and  elsewhere,  as 
made  it  impossible  to  oppose  them:  and  they 
had  that  consequence  which  the  Directors  of 
the  South  Sea  Company  foretold,  and  which 
every  body  might  foresee,  viz,  to  encrease  the 
flame,  by  adding  this  unnecessary  fuel  t»  it. 
As  the  ^uth  Sea  Scheme  might  give  birth  to 
the  bubbles,  so  the  bubbles  caiuributed  to  raise 
the  South  Sea  to  tliat  heigliC  which  bruuglit  us 
into  this  condition, 

“ My  lords,  I must  not  omit  in  this  place  to 
take  notice,  that  this  spirit  of  bubbling  had 
prevailed  so  universally,  that,  to  shew  you 
what  would  have  been  tlie  case  if  (he  Bank  had 
obtained  the  scheme,  the  very  Bank  became  a 
bubble;  and  this,  iny  lords,  not  by  chance  nr 
necessity,  or  from  any  eogagemeat  to  raise 
money  for  the  public  service,  but  from  the 
same  spirit  that  actuated  Temple-mills,  or 
Caraway’s  fishery.  For  this  purpose,  my  lords, 
they  entertained  a scheme,  in  imitation  of  the 
£outb  Sea,  of  lending  money  upoo  theirstock, 
whicli  as  it  is  contributed  to  rnisethe  price  of 
their  own  stock,  soitfurnbhed  a supply  of  cash 
to  the  gamester's  in  tlie  alley,  that  at  once  j 
pushed  up  tlie  bubbles  niid  the  South  Sea  to  an 
immoderate  height.  But  os  this  was  intended 
chiefly  to  advance  tlieir  own  stock,  let  the 
project  come  from  what  hand  soever,  it  was 
founded  in  the  same  iniquity  with  any  otlier 
bubble,  and  was  of  ten  times  more  dangerous 
consequence:  For  os  Bank  stock  was  raised 
by  it  from  IdO  to  242,  and  as  it  has  fallen  from 
tneuce  to  13U,  there  have  been  many  millions 
lost  upon  it;  besides  the  fatal  consequence  it 
had  like  to  hove  hed  upon  tlie  public  credit; 
fur,  for  went  of  this  money,  which  was  locked 
up  III  loans  upon  their  own  stock,  and  could 
not  readily  be  come  at,  they  were^  at  a lots 
when  <hp  crush  happened,  and  were  forced 
to  have  recourse  to  a subscription,  supported 
chiefly  by  the  adventurers  of  the  South  Sea, 
and  to  a memorable  bargain  with  the  Soutli 
bea  Company. 

'*  And  here  my  lords,  whilst  I am  ipeajiiog 
upon  this  subjeu,  give  me  leave  to  lament  the 
fate  of  tbp  UQj^ajppiy  p^opriftors  of  t^e  redeem- 


able debts,  that  were  drawn  in  to  subscribe 
their  respective  estates,  not  so  much  front  the 
arts  of  the  South  Sea  Directors,  as  from  the 
fatal  influence  and  example  of  some  of  die 
chief  managers  and  friends  of  the  Bank ; «bo 
though  they  now  moke  the  greatest  clamour  fur 
justice,  were  tbe  first  that  subscribed  the  re- 
deemables  into  the  South  Sea  Company;  and 
tills,  my  lords,  they  did  ooi  do  by  surprise  or 
mistake,  but  imon  great  deliberation ; having 
some  time  before  prepared  for  this  subscri^ 
tion,  and  purchased  great  part  of  this  debt,  at 
advanced  prices  for  this  purpose.  And  there 
ore  some  of  these  gentlemen,  and  even  some  of 
mv  accusers,  that  purchased  the  redeemahlet, 
who  thought  me  extremely  silly  for  adviiisg 
tliem  against  endeavouring  to  make  their  for- 
tunes by  this  project  And  it  is  likewise  very 
remarkable,  my  lords,  that  a letter  was  pro< 
duced  to  the  House  of  Communs,  under  t^ 
hands  of  tbe  chief  directors  of  tbe  Bank,  where- 
by they  made  the  most  early  application,  and 
in  tbe  most  humble  and  abject  terms  to  their 
most  determined  enemy,  sir  John  Blunt,  to  be 
admitted  to  this  subseriptioD.  It  was  na  won- 
der then  that  tbe  wisest  and  most  cautious  of 
their  admirers  went  along  with  them,  and  much 
less  that  the  crowd  should  be  led  into  this  fatal 
ertur  by  their  example. 

“ I do  not  say  this,  my  Inrds,  to  lay  any 
blame  or  iraputariun  upon  the  ^nk,  but  to 
shew  your  loidshipa,  (but  this  graveand  cautious 
; body  of  men  were  touched  with  the  infatuation 
as  well  as  others;  and  that  some  of  their 
greatest  friends,  and  rbe  loudest  complainants, 
were,  in  spite  of  all  advice,  tbe  greatest  pusbeia 
in  this  chimerical  project. 

“ I must  own,  tny  lords,  I was  pretty  mocb 
surprized  to  see  this  work  going  on ; but  as 
tbe  act  of  parliament  had  entirely  divested 
the  treasury  of  all  power  and  controui  over  tbe 
Soutii  Sea  Directors,  in  respect  to  the  redeem- 
able debts,  we  could  be  only  speccaton  of  this 
melancholy  scene. 

“ Of  tills  tbe  Company  was  not  ignorant,  and 
therefore  did  not  think  fie  to  consult  me,  or 
any  of  my  brethren,  about  it,  but  hurried  it  on 
to  execution  at  once.  They  knew  their  powff 
too  well,  and  were  too  much  elated  with  their 
prosperity,  to  think  uf  coDauIting  with  the 
treoau^  upon  that  occasion ; and  to  shew  your 
lordships,  now  vain  it  had  been  for  tlie  tresmi; 
to  have  interposed,  aud  of  what  little  weight 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  at  thit 
time  with  these  gentlemen,  before  the  treasu^ 
was  adjourned,  I waited  upoo  some  of  the  di- 
rectors at  the  South  Sea  house,  to  know  if  the? 
had  any  commands  for  the  treasury.  I, 
deed,  took  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  them, 
in  a particular  manner,  tbe  expediting  the 
plicaces  of  the  subscriptions  of  the  redeapabie 
and  irredeemable  debts,  that  the  proprietort 
might  have  their  stock  in  their  own  henM  ** 
soon  as  possible;  but  I found  them  too  bffi^ 
in  mskiog  Uieir  loans,  end  squandering  awsf 
the  Cmnpany’s  money,  to  miod  such 
^_^4  ,so  J wa^  ;l'l5iiiiasfd  by  |Uy,  Jobu  Bunt,  m 
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ieitvo  M into  tbe  country.  Such  wns  ibe 
pride  of  tint  mighty  projc-ctor  at  that  liroc,  to 
whom  cu  mnny  hare  liowed  and  sued  for  fu- 
TOO  re. 

••  Wo  lia*e  lost  ibc  memory  of  every  thinft, 
if  ii)  so  short  n lime  it  c:in  be  fnntot  how  ilie 
eyes  of  iIm  world  were-  turned  from  the  tren> 
Jury,  and  the  chief  minister.-  of  state,  to  ibis 
l^reat  orscle,  wliose  word  (os  sir  Theodore 
Janssen  says)  wasn  law  to  the  Company.  To 
him  we  owe  every  motion,  nnd  every  desperate 
step  that  was  taken  in  the  execution  of  this 
iclietne:  and  therefnre  I cannot  help  saying, 
tliat  the  coumeoance  which  has  been  shewn 
him  in  nnothn  place,  is  doe  to  a merit  thut 
bas  nnt  yet  been  inade  known  to  the  public. 

*'  But  this  glory,  my  lords,  did  not  last  I6ag, 
and  I was  scarce  got  dnwn  Inin  the  country, 
when  I was  culled  back  by  the  cries  of  those 
concerned  in  this  unhappy  Company.  I found 
the  Lords  nnd  others  in  theatiministration  met, 
and  using  their  endeavours  to  succour  and  sup- 
port the  stock.  Tlie  Bank  by  their  roedie- 
tiun  was  called  in  to  the  assistance  of  the 
South-Sea  Company,  nnd  an  aercemenC  was 
made  between  the  two  Companies,  to  which  1 
was  rather  a witness  than  a party. 

“ This  gave  some  life  to  their  stock,  and 
slopped  the  muuibs  of  the  redccmnbles,  wlio 
were  grown  very  clamoroos.  I imist  own  ilte 
just  concern  1 bad  at  that  time,  and  shall 
always  retain  for  this  great  body  of  the  public 
creditors ; and  I was  pleased  to  sec  them  so 
well  satisfied  with  tiie  harg.oio  tlie  Bank  had 
made  for  liiem,  and  for  themselves,  upon  whom 
they  pinned  their  faith  so  absolutely.  .And  fur 
my  part,  1 who  was  not  in  the  secret  could 
not  but  think  it  n real,  and  sincere  ba^in, 
since  it  was  made  iu  so  solemn  a manner,  be- 
tween a committee  uf  bnib  companies,  in  the 
presence  of  many  lords  and  gentlemen  in  the 
administration,  confirmed  and  ratified  by  tbe 
Court  of  Directors  of  each  company,  nnd  at 
last  signified  in  form  to  ihecommiss'ioners  uf 
the  Treasury,  by  sir  John  Cope,  one  uf  tbe  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank. 

“ I could  not  suspect  there  was  any  intrigue, 
or  deceit  in  this  transaction,  until  I saw,  from 
the  exiraorHiiinry  motions  in  the  alley,  and 
several  private  hints  tlmt  were  given  out,  what 
was  intended.  I could  not  think  it  possible 
that  tlie  gentlemen  uf  the  Bank,  who  had  such 
great  interest  in  ibc  redecmables  themselves, 
should  drop  so  mnny  thousands  of  tbe  nn- 
happy  proprietors,  who  littd  depended  so  en- 
tirely upon  them,  and  who  would  certainly 
liave  found  their  w.ty  out  of  tliis  cursed  laby-  i 
rinth,  if  they  had  not  beeo  lulled  asleep  by  this  I 
fallacious  iigrcenieiit. 

“ As  for  me,  my  lords,  1 was  ihoroaghly 
satisfied  that  this  agreement  of  tlie  Bank,  was  a 
legal  and  a finn  bargain:  and  I cannot  yet 
imagine,  with  what  face  of  justiec,  or  equity, 
they  could  ever  breok  through  it,  without  pro- 
viding for  the  safety  of  their  wards,  (if  I may 
UM  that  expression}  the  proprietors  of  Uis  re- 
deemable debu^'--  l'"''--  I''.-  .ver^ir 


“ Whilst  that  bargain  subsisted,  and  whilst 
the  great  frauds  and  erobczileroent  of  the 
South-Sea  Company’s  nciiey  werecouceuled,  at 
least  ffiiR)  me;  and  whilst  loans  as  yei  u ere  not 
remitted  by  the  House  uf  Commons,  I did  not 
tiunk  tlieiK  proprieion  iiad  so  ill  a bargain,  or 
could  be  BO  great  sufisrere  as  I now  find  they 
are:  for  this  reason,  my  lords,  with  much  re- 
iuclonoe,  and  after  all  the  delays  that  could  l» 
made,  io  order  tn  give  these  gentlemen  tbe  op- 
portunity to  withdraw  their  subsciiptiuns,  if 
they  thought  fit,  we  did  sign  the  iavtruioent  to 
the  Exchequer,  as  tbe  law  directs,  and  as  we 
I thought  ourselves  bound  to  do  : but  there  was 
! that  caution  osed,  that  after  we  had  sent  the 
duplicates  back  to  the  Sou(h-.Sea  Jlnuse  to  faa 
corrected,  and  in  order  to  give  these  gentlemen 
lime  to  look  about  them,  there  was  not  one 
person  that  pursued  the  law,  or  made  oseoi  the 
known  method  of  revoking  his  powers  given 
by  iettere  of  attorney,  tbnt  was  not  relieved; 
and  so  far  were  the  proprietors  indulged  by 
favour  of  the  Treasury,  that  every  person  who 
entered  bis  protest  there,  bad  his  claim  satisfied 
by  the  South-Sea  Company,  before  the  dupli- 
cates were  allowed,  and  the  instroment  signed. 
But  after  alt  this,  my  lords,  t must  dedari^ 
iliatasl  iind  no  design,  of  forming  a power 
upon  their  ruin,  so.  no  views  or  sulicitatinns 
upon  earth,  should  have  prevailed  with  me  to 
conclude  them  in  their  properties,  if  1 had 
chonglil  the  Bank  would  have  dropt  them,  and 
wilhilrawii  themselves,  or  that  the  loans  would 
have  been  remiued. 

" My  lords,  T heartily  lament  the  misfor- 
tunes of  chose,  who  being  drawn  io  by  oibere, 
had  not  die  opportunity,  or  skill,  to  relieve 
themselves  : but  for  those,  my  lords,  that  were 
learned  in  the  law,  or  at  tbe  bead  of  the  law, 
and  who  by  their  example,  and  perhaps  autho- 
rity, drew  uiliers  into  cliis'misfortune,  I am  not 
cuticernccl  if  they  nre  punished  for  their  folly, 
in  purchasing  these  debts,  in  order  to  subscriue 
ebem  in  with  a view  to  tiieir  own  exorbitant 
profit ; and  no  man  can  pity  tlieni  tliat  crowded 
in  with  so  much  precipitation,  and  who,  after 
so  much  time  for  recollection,  had  not  law 
enough,  in  so  known  a case,  to  find  their  way 

« I do  oot  intend,  my  lords,  by  what  I have 
said,  to  lay  any  imputation  upon  tbe  Baok  of 
England  ; for,  as  in  all  great  bodies,  there  are 
few  that  are  let  into  the  secret,'  1 suppose  it 
might  so  happen  here;  but  if  wbat  I have 
beard  since  be  true,  and  what  they  say  has 
been  publicly  avuw^,  that  this  bargain  was 
never  intended  to  be  kept ; then,  Isay,  it  was 
not  only  a useful  secret  to  those  that  were  in 
it,  but  the  most  complete  stratagem  of  the 
whole  year.  But  whoever  iiath  contributed  to 
the  misfortones  of  the  redeemable  creditors, 
sure  I am,  their  destruction  cannot  justly  be 
imputed  to  me ; smee  I have  only,  as  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  complied 
with  tlie  law,  wiiere  I iicariily  wish  they  may 
find  what  relief  is  due  to  them.  If  I may  be 
'folds, ^ if  another 
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body  of  unliappy  ioflcreri  in  tliu  commnn  ca> ' 
lanil^,  I believe  1 siioll  easily  gain  credit,  if  1 1 
assure  your  lordsliips,  tLat  1 iiave  nothing  (n  I 
answer  far  with  respect  Co  the  niuney-sub-  | 
scribers.  Hiero  is  not  one  man  in  tbs  kmgrloin  i 
that  can  lay  his  inisfoccuaes,  ou  that  account,  | 
at  toy  dour.  No  body  can  say,  chat  I advised, , 
or  pneouraged  him  in  those  ndveotures;  there  i 
nre  letters  to  be  produced,  that  would  male 
my  enemies  usliimej,  even  some  of  cite  Secret 
C'oiniuiccee  then7;clves,  of  tlieir  bumble  solici- 
tations fur  those  favours. 

“ As  lu  the  proprietors  of  the  Old-Stock, 
they  have  no  reason  cncomplain  of  me  ; I have 
not  robbed  tbcin  by  loons  for  myself,  or  any  of 
luy  fribuds;  anti  as  all  the  witnesses  tlmt  have 
been  exiuniiicd,  liuve  eiiUrely  ncquicccd  me,  of 
advising,  or  being  privy  to  any  of  chose  loaus, 
so  I challenge  ul!  the  tvoild  tn  prove  cbnil 
ever  recDimucmied  any  ono  man  to  the  Cuin- 
pany,  c»  piirCake  uftliem.  And  if  1 Itad  those 
nvnritioiia  views,  that  ate  suggested,  I must 
have  mistaken  my  way  very  much,  ami  have 
been  little  iu  the  secret,  not  Co  Iiave  secured  a 
good  share  of  the  public  spoils  out  of  these  un- 
warrantable ioiuts. 

“ But  as  these  loans,  and  the  Directors  liuy- 
iug  their  own  private  stock  for  Che  Company, 
with  the  Company's  inonoy,  were  the  cliief,  if 
not  the  only  causes  of  our  misfortunes,  and  the 
ruin  of  the  public  credit ; so,  my  lords,  the 
Directors,  1 mean  those  that  were  io  t]ie  secret, 
were  so  far  front  consulting  me,  or  any'  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  upon  either  of 
these  occasions,  that  aotwitlistauding  my  en- 
deavours to  know  the  state  of  their  cash  and 
creditj  they  kept  it  as  the  greate.st  secret  from 
me,  and  guarded  more  againstme,  than  against 
any  otlier  man  living.  Nor  could  I ever  iearn 
fmm  Mr,  Knight,  what  those  loans  amounted 
to,  or  upon  wbac  security  they  were  lent ; not- 
witltstaiidiiig  otliers  were  let  into  that  secret, 
iintii  the  accounts  thereof  were  laid  upon  the 
table  of  tile  House  of  Commons.  Tlius,  my 
lords,  I conceive  1 have  given  you  full  siius- 
ikerioo  as  to  every  thiug  that  bath  been  laid  to 
my  charge,  or  that  I can  even  suggest  against 
myself  without  the  help  of  my  prosecutors;  hut 
if  any  duubt  remain  with  your  lordships,  in  re- 
lation to  my  defence,  or  if  there  be  the  least 
circumstance  tliat  is  not  cleared  up,  I beseecli 
your  lordships  that  I may  know  it,  before  I 
withdraw. 

“ Sly  lords,  I now  perceive  your  lordships 
do  not  think  it  necessary  that  I sliould  take  up 
any  more  of  your  time  : and  therefore  since  I 
have  gone  through  my  whole  ebat^e,  and  your 
Inrrlsliips  are  pleased  to  retjuire  no  farther  sa- 
tisfaction ; give  me  leave  to  say  before  I con- 
clude, that  uotwithstandiiigthe  weight  of  pubbe 
clamour,  and  the  strictest  and  most  torturing 
inquiry  tliak  any  one  man  lias  ever  undergone, 
it  IS  an  unspeakubie  happiness  that  I have  set 
my  ianocence  in  so  clear  u light ; end  it  is  sur- 
prizing beyond  any  thing  that  ever  happened, 
ihnt  3mon»t  so  many  uDfortunotc  nieu,  to 
uliosefutei.CTiiWfm-.lty.SM!  • 
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have  been  esamined  particularly  against  me 
under  ell  the  terrors  of  deaiti  and  confisca- 
tiou,  and  under  all  the  temptations  that  could 
be  thrown  in  their  way.  ibeie  is  nm  uas  of 
tijeni  that  iins  accused  me  ; but,  on  the  con- 
trary, tliey  all  have  cnUrcly  atqiiittcd  me. 

“ This,  my  lords,  I must  coll  » deliverance ; 
tills  will  make  me  bear  the  worst  of  pumsli' 
mcDts  without  siiame,  'lliis  ia  such  n iml  ihut 
no  one  ever  post  llirougli  before;  ami  I hiat. 
tily  wish  that  the  worst  of  my  enemies  may,  in 
their  day  of  trial,  uficr  such  a prosecution  and 
such  an  inijniry,  be  able  to  make  their  innu- 
cence  abide  the  test  as  wclk.as  mioe  lias  dune. 
I have  made  no  base  suhiiiissicns,  uo  unvcoriliy 
applicaiions  to  any  mun,  nDiwitbstanding  ths 
vanity  of  one  of  the  Secret  Committee.  My 
inuoceoce  has  been  my  ouly  screen,  aud  voor 
lonlships' justice  is  my  refuge.” 

T/ie  C/ause  agaittsl  Jlfr,  Aisliihie  and  I he  late 
Mr.  Craggs  passes  the  iordr.]  After  Mr, 
Aisinhie  was  witlidrawn,  the  queslion  being 
put,  That  there  was  sufficient  ground  tn  have 
iiisnaine  contmiiedio  the  Directors  Bill,  it  was 
carried  nem.  ton.  and  so  be  was  remanded 
to  the  Tower.* 


• In  the  secoud  volume  of  Coxe’s  Wglpoic, 
p.  2t<>,  there  is  the  following  Letter  from  JUr. 
Aislahie  to  Mr.  Robert  Walpoie,  thaukiiigbuii 
fur  bis  kindness,  and  ackouwledging  his  own 
mistakes. 

“Sir;  Feb.  2,  1792. 

“ Iain  extremely  seiisible^of  your  generosity, 
and  am  more  ashamed  of  my  own  fullies  and 
mistakes,  than  any  severe  ireatraeut  1 miglit 
deserve  at  your  liands  could  make  me.  Since 
you  have  been  so  good  to  promise  to  forget 
wbnt  is  passed,  1 shall  not  put  you  in  mind  of 
it  any  further,  than  to  return  you  my  most 
hearty  thanks.  I have  sent  you  ao  account  of 
the  king's  stock,  with  alt  the  dividends  as  they 
were  received  by  sir  Charles  Vernon,  to  whom 
the  stock  was  transferred  ; I have  accounted 
with  him  (his  morning,  and  he  hns  bought  the 
stock  that  was  pawn^  to  him,  and  paid  me 
the  balance ; so  that  at  last,  I have  niised  as 
much  as  will  pay  tlie  king,  and  shall  have  it 
ready  against  Monday  night,  if  you  please  to 
let  me  know  to  whom  1 must  pay  it. 

“ I have  likewise  sent  you  a state  of  my  own 
account  before  the  Judges,  hy  wliich  you  will 
see  my  estate  is  not  so  great  as  is  represented, 
since 'J  must  take  all  tlie  bad  debts  tn 
The  trustees  are  both  very  civil  to  me,  aM  I 
am  very  sensible  to  whom  I owe  it.  The 
judges  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  to  pro«« 
on  my  account;  when  tlie  chief  justice  Prat 
will  be  there;  if  he  and  judge  korteacue  be 

well  inclined,  I hope  to  muke  an  end  of  it,  Toe 
doubt  they  make  ui  present  is,  whe^« 
29,000f.  public  money,  which  was 
, Hawes’shonds  Oeiober  1718,  he  port  of^ 
effects  I had  in  other  people's  Lands  at  io»t 
time,  and  which  I had  mrested  iostocDse®* 
p«^.pwii«y 
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July  SI.  The  Lords  Imrd  cmmsel  upon  (be 
Petition  of  the  Execntora  of  the  late  Mr. 
Cragg*,  sen.  and  then  called  in  ami  e^tamined 
sevcrully  air  Geora  Caswall,  Mr.  Snwbridge, 
Mr.  Sumisii,  Mr.  Horn,  and  Mr.  Huggins.  It 
vrasalledgcd,  in  favonr  nf  the  Petitioners,  that 
Mr,  Onig&s  lind  paid  for  his  stoeV,  b;  a note 
of37,UOo/.  from  the  Strord-BInde  Company, 
payable  to  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  treasurer  of  the 
Soucb.-Sen  Company  : and  sir  George  Casnall, 
and  Mr.  Sawbridge,  swore  that  they  liad  given 
such  a noiet  hat  nheu  the  question  was  pot  to 
Mr.  Sawbrldge,  whether  tlie  note  was  paid,  he 
lint  eiiBvvered  evasively  ; which  put  the  House 
into  some  haat,  and  the  lord  Trevor  stooil  up, 
nndsuid.  He  wondered  that  august  assembly 
would  sulfer  themselves  to  be  trifled  with  at 
ihni  rate.  Hereupon,  .Mr.  .Sawbriilge  being 
ordered  to  answer  directly  upon  his  oath,  whe> 
tlier  the  money  mentioned  in  the  note,  was 
paid  or  not  ? he  then  owned  it  wus  not ; nor 
ever  intended  to  be  paid,  when  it  was  given  : 
upon  which  the  House  were  so  thsroughly 
convinced  of  the  fraudulent  collnsiun,  that  they 
would  licar  no  more  witnesses,  and  so  passed 
file  clause  relating  to  the  late  Mr.  James 
Cr.aggs,  senior,  withoac  one  negative. 

lilt  South  Sfa  Sujfereri  Bill  BBSsft  the  House 
of  Lords.]  July  2V.  The  Lords  Vreiit  through 
the  South-Sen  DirecCois  Rill,  and  putitoITto 
the  3Uli.  On 'the  2Siii  their  lordships  read 
the  said  Rill  the  third  lime,  and  sent  it  down 
to  the  Comtnuns,  wlm  readily  agreed  to  their 
lurdships'  itmciulmcnts. 

Bill  against  Blasphemy  and  PropAatieness 
iroufAf  into  the  House  a/  Lords,  but  rgcctrd.] 
During  these  proceediuES  concerning  the  Affairs 
of  the  Sniiili-.Sea  Company,  the  fnllowing 
transActioii  passed  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
There  was  Ibrmetl  (.it  Ic.isl,  it  wns  pretended 
so)  n scaiidutuus  society  at  London,  with  the 
shocking  name  of  the  llell-Fire-Club.  Se- 
veral persons  of  quality,  particularly  the 
duke  of  Wharton,  were  marked  out  as  belong- 
ing to  this  dub.  The  king  being  mfiirttied  nf 
their  wicked  proceedings,  publislied  n Pri>- 
ctnmalion  (April  20)  against  I.I.'sphemous  and 
(caiidalous  clubs,  decinring,  lie  was  determined 
to  shew  -ill  marks  of  disple.isure  to  any,  who 
even  Iny  under  the  suspicion  i)f  such  destruc- 
tive practices.  [Ic  gave  owlers  also  to  the  of- 
ficer of  bis  huiishold,  to  make  strict  inquiry, 
whetlier  any  nf  hit  servants  were  giiiliy  nf  such 
horrid  impieties.  The  same  day  this  order 
was  given,  the  earl  of  Noiiinghuu),  who  had 
lately  answered  Mr.  ^^'hi3toD'^  teoets.abuut  the 
Trinity,  took  this  occasion  to  complain,  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  of  the  growth  of  Atheism, 


As  this  can  scarce  be  a point,  yet  being  matter 
of  account,  they  do  out  take  it  readily.'  I 
that  you  will  assist  me  to  make  an  end  of  this 
affiur,  in  such  maooer  os  you  think  proper,  that 
you  may  see,  that  hy  mokuig  mo  free,  you  have 
made  me  your  crniure,  aud  most  oUiged 
fitjUlful  $crv«lt.",r  A-et.ir 
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Profaneness,  and  Immorality.  Upon  tliis,  DL 
Verriey,  lonl  Wflloiighbr  of  Btooke,  dean  of 
Windaur,  brouglit  in  a Bill  Ibr  suppressing  of 
Binspliemy  and  Profaueness.  Ic  contained 
sevcml  Articles,  which  had  little  relatimi  to  the 
practices  cninplained  of,  and  was  chiefly  de- 
signed to  secure  the  belief  of  the  Thirty-Nine 
Articles  of  the  church  of  England,  and  restrain 
the  liberty  granted,  by  the  laws  of  the  former 
session,  to  the  non-conformists.  Tbesubstance 
of  it  was: 

1.  “If  anyone-spoke  or  writ  against  the 
being  of  God,  the  divinity  nf  Jeeus  Christ,  or 
the  Holy  Ghost,  or  die  doctriiio  of  the  Trinity, 
asset  Ibrth  in  the' thirty-nine  Articles,  nr  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion,  or  the  divine  in- 
spiration uf  the  scriptures,  be  should,  upon 
cunrictiun,  be  imorisoned  many  months,  nn. 
less  he  should,  within  such  a time,  publicly  re- 
nounce bis  error,  in  a form  prescribed. 

2.  “ If  any  preacher  in  a separate  ennprega- 
tion  should  deny  any  of  the  fundamuntal  arti- 
cles of  the  Christian  religion,  he  should  be  de- 
prived of  the  beiietit  of  the  Act  of  Tulemtion. 

3.  “ The  nrcbbisliops  in  their  provinces,  and 
every  bishop  in  liis  diocese,  sliould  be  au- 
thorised to  sunimon  tiny  person  in  holy  orders, 
to  appear  before,  and  subscribe  the  declaration 
aboveineutioncd,  uiid,  upon  refusal,  •■uch  person 
should  be  incapable  to  hold  any  ecclesiastical 
henelicc. 

4.  “ Ilie  justices  at  their  quarter-sessions, 
are  authorised,  in  like  manner,  to  summon  any 
dissenting  preaclier,  and,  upon  his  refusal  to 
subscribe  die  declaration  of  faith,  be  should  be 
deprived  of  tlie  benelit  oftlie  Act  ofToIrratiun.” 

At  the  second  reading  of  this  fidl  (May  S) 
all  the  lords  about  Ixindon  being  summoned  to- 
attend,  the  archbishop  moved  to  have  it  com- 
mitted. Upon  which, 

The  Lord  Orufuie  said:  He  was  as  much 
against  blasphemy,  and  for  promoting  religion, 
os  it  is  professed  in  the  church  of  England,  as 
anybody;  but  be  could  not  be  for  aoy  law, 
that  was  for  persecution,  of  which  nature  he 
took  this  bill  to  be ; and  therefore  be  moved,  that 
][  might  be  Uimwii  oat.  He  was  second^  by 

The  Duke  of  Wharton,  who  said,  He  was  uo"t 
insensible  of  the  common  talk  and  opinion  of 
the  tuwncnncerning  himself;  and  therelora  be 
was  glad  of  ibis  opportunity  tojustify  bimseltj 
by  declaring,  he  was  far  from  bein^  a patron  of 
blasphemy,  or  any  enemy  Co  religion;  but,  on 
tbe  utber  hand,  he  could  not  be  for  this  bill, 
because  he  conceived  it  to  be  repugnant  to 
ibe  holy  Scripture.  Tuen,  taking  an  old  Ihmily 
Bible  out  of  bis  porket,  lie  quoted  and  read 
seiersl  passages  of  the  Epistles  of  Sc.  Peter 
anil  St.  Paul;  concluding,  Tfaoc  die  bill  might 
be  liirown  nut.  He  was  supported  by  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  and  the  earls  of  Sunderland 
and  Hay,  the  lord  Towokbend,  nod  earl  Cow- 
per. 

The  Earl  of  Peterborough  said.  Though  he 
was  for  a pnriiamancary  kmg,  yet  bo  did  not 

par- 
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JiuoeniBry  religion : and,  if  tlie  House  were 
for  sucb  a one,  lie  would  go  to  Itooie  nod  en- 
deavour to  be  clioaen  a cordinal;  for  lie  iiad 
raiber  sit  in  the  concinvc,  thou  with  their  loid- 
sbipsupun  those  terms. 

The  Bishofi  of  Feterborougli,  (Dr.  Kennet) 
spoke  likewise  on  the  same  side,  and  said,  That 
neither  himself,  nor,  he  hoped,  anv  of  clmt 
beach,  would  be  executioners  of  such  a Law, 
which  seemed  to  tend  lu  the  setting  np  of  mi 
inquisition. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  earl  of  Nnttinglmm, 
the  lord  Bathurst,  tl>e  bishops  of  Inndon,  Win- 
chester, Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  some 
others  spoke  lot  the  bill ; as  did  likewise  tlie 
lord  Trevor.  One  of  these  having  said,  TImt 
be  verily  believed,  the  present  calamity,  occa- 
sioned by  the  South-Sea  project,  was  a judg- 
neot  of  God  on  the  blasphemy  and  prufone- 
ness  the  nation  was  guilty  of! 

The  Lord  Onsfoa'  replied,  That  noble  peer 
must  then  hare  been  a great  sinnerj  for  he 
heard,  he  had  lost  considerably  by  tlie  South- 
Sea. 

After  some  otlier  speeches,  the  Bill  was  put 
off  to  a long  day,  by  a majority  of  60  voices 
against  31. 

TAe  Commont'  Addrm  to  Ike  King  on  pre- 
«nting  the  Resolutiomfor  retloring  the  Public 
Credit.]  July  36.  The  Commons  presented 
the  following  Address  to  the  King  represent- 
ing the  state  of  the  Public  Credit,  and  the  Be- 
soTutions  thereto  relating: 

" Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We,  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britniu  in 
purliament  assembled,  being  sensibly  affected 
with  the  misery  and  calamities  tliat  have  he- 
fullen  great  numbers  of  your  majesty's  I'aiihfal 
subjects,  occasioned  by  the  heavy  losses  they 
have  sustained  from  the  fatal  execution  of  the 
late  South-Sea  scheme;  and  taking  into  our 
senous  consideration  the  low  state  of  public 
and  private  credit,  which  it  seemsimpossible  to 
us  should  ever  revive,  under  ilie  present  un- 
certain mid  unsettled  posture  of  affaJix;  have 
come  to  several  Uesoiutions ; wliich  we  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  majesty ; und 
are  as  follow  : 

Mercurii,  3 die  Maii  1731. 

‘ Resolved,  That,  for  the  re-establishing  of 
‘ public  credit,  reli^  be  given  to  the  South-Sea 
' Company,  with  r^ard  tn  the  payment  of  the 
‘ 4,166,306/.  4s.  lid.,  end  tlie  four  and  half 
‘ years  purcbose,  and  one  year’s  purchase,  upon 
' several'  annuities,  and  other  natiimal  debts ; 

' the  said  Company  giving  such  consideration  to 

• the  pDb]ic,aad  such  further  relief  to  the  several 
‘ proprietors  and  persons  concerned  in  interest 

• with  the  said  Company,  as  this  House  shall 

• think  proper.’ 

Veneris,  9 die  Junii  17S1. 

' Resolved,  That,  for  the  re.establiahi[u  of 
' public  M ^ W ^1 


Addreat  onpreseniing  ihe  Rescdulmt  [sjxj 
‘ majesty’s  subjects,  the  several  properties  sad 
‘ interests,  now  depending,  and  concerned 
' with  tlie  Soutli-Sca  Company,  he  asceritincd 
‘ and  seitleil. 

‘ Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  put  an  end  Ui 
‘ all  dispotes  between  the  Souih-.'sea  Conipanv 
‘ and  the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  lunih 
‘ subscribed  into  tlie  said  Corapanr;  and  fur 
‘the  further  relief  of  Uie  smd  proprietors,  and 
‘ the  propiieioia  nf  the  second,  tbird,  and 
‘ fourth,  money-subscriptions,  who  have  now 
‘ stock  allowed  them,  nt  the  rule  of  400  per 
‘ cent,  with  ibe  last  Midsuimuer  dividend  of 
‘ 10  per  cent,  in  stock ; an  sdditioii,  ufctr  the 
‘ rate  of  33/.  6s.  8tf.  stock,  upuii  every  liuiidred 
‘ pounds  stuck  already  alloweil,  he  given  by 
‘ the  Soutli-Sea  Compnny  to  the  propnctori  of 
' the  said  redetmaUe  funds,  and  to  the  pro- 
‘ prietors  of  ihe  ttcoiid,  third,  and  fourth, 

* money  subscriptions. 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  4,156,341/.  with 
’ the  four  years  and  a half,  and  one  year's  pu^ 

< chase,  payable  to  ilie  public  by  the  South  Sn 
‘ Company,  be  remitted ; so  as,  from  the  S4ih 
‘ of  June,  1733,  9,060,000/.  of  the  capital 
‘ stock  Ilf  the  said  Company  be  reduced  and 
‘ minibilaled;  and  a proportionable  part  of 
' tlieir  aiiDuily  or  yearly  rmid,  in  re-pect  of  the 

* said  two  millions,  frum  tJmt  time,  cease. 

‘ Resolved,  That  the  second  sahscription  of 
‘ the  irredeemables,  as  well  the  longsuimiiies 
‘ as  the  annuities  of  nine  per  cent,  prize  Initeiy 
' tickets,  and  blank  lottery  tickets,  be  made 
‘ equal  to  the  first  subscription  of  flie  like 
‘ annuities,  and  tickets,  by  an  addition  of 
‘ stock  at  150/.  percent. 

‘ Resolved,  That  all  the  cspital  Suutb  Sea 
‘ Stock  biduiiging  to  the  Company,  in  their  own 

* right,  which,  after  the  proposed  distribatitw 
’ made,  shall  remain  undisposed  of,  be  divided 
' among  all  the  proprietors  of  tlie  said  Com- 
‘ pauy,  iu  proportion  to  their  several  and  res- 
‘ pective  interests  therein;  and  that  credit  be 

* given  llicm  for  the  same,  in  the  books  of  the 
‘ said  Company.' 

Martis,  13  die  Junii  1731. 

‘ Resolved,  That  such  persons  as  have  tnr- 
‘ rowed  money  from  tlie  South  Sea  CompaDr, 

* upon  South  Sea  Stock,  actually  transJerrsd 
‘ nod  pledged  at  the  time  nf  borrowing  lo  or 
' for  the  use  of  the  said  Company,  sbrni,  upoa 
‘ payment  of  10/.  per  cent,  upon  the  respective 

< sums  so  borrowed;  at  a time  or  times  to  h« 

‘ limited,  and  not  otherwise,  be  diiicbarged 

* from  all  furtlier  demands  of  the  stud  Co^ 

‘ pany,  in  respect  of  the  monies  so  bormwed ! 

< and  that  ell  the  stock  s>i  transferred  and 
‘ pledged,  together  with  all  dividends  and 

* profits  thereto  belonging,  respectively,  b* 

‘ absolutely  vested  in  the  said  Company. 

‘ Resolved,  That  such  persons  as  have  Ikh^ 

‘ rowed  money  from  the  South  Sea  Com^aj 

* upon  iubscriptioii  receipts  actually  pledged  to 
‘ tlie  said  Company  at  the  time  of  borrowi^ 

‘ shall' upon  paymentof  ten  per  cent,  upon  tW 

at  a u®«  ** 
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' limei  to  ba  limited,  and  not  othertviie,  be 

* disclierKed  Irom  ull  I jrtlier  demands,  in  re»* 

* pent  of  the  munies  so  borrowed ; anil  that  nl! 

' (tie  subscriplicm  leceipts  so  pledged,  together 

* with  all  dividends  and  profits  thereunto 

* beluugiiig,  be  absolutely  vested  in  the  said 
‘ Company.’ 

Mercurii,  .>die  Julii  1721. 

' Resolved,  That  all  contracts  fur  the  sale  or 

* purchase  of  subscriptions,  nr  stuck  of  the 
‘ South  Sea  Coinpiioy,  or  nay  ailicr  company 
' or  corporation,  or  priiciidcd  company  or  cor- 
' poraciau,  wbicii  shall  be  unperformed,  or  not 
‘ comprrunded,  on  or  before  the  29tli  nf  Sep- 
‘ temlier  next,  be  entered  in  books  to  be  kept 
‘ for  that  purpose,  by  the  respective  companies 
' or  corporations,  before  the  1st  day  of  Novem- 
< ber  next,  nr  else  to  be  void  ; aiirt  that  such 
‘ entries  shall  express  for  whose  use  and  bene* 

* fit  iucli  contracts  were  made. 

‘ Resolved,  That  no  special  bail  be  required 
‘ in  any  action  brought  orto  be  brought  upoo  any 
‘ contract  made  since  the  1st  day  of  Deceiu- 
‘ ber  1719,  and  before  the  1st  day  of  Decem- 
‘ bor,  1790,  for  the  sale  or  purchase  of  any 
' subscription,  nr  stock,  of  the  Soutii  Sea  Cum* 

‘ pany,  or  uay  ocher  company  or  corpoiacion, 

* ur  pretended  company  or  corporaCioo. 

‘ Resolved,  That  no  execution  be  asvarded 

* upon  any  judgment  obtained,  nr  to  be  ob* 

' tallied  ill  any  action  brought,  or  to  be  brought, 

‘ upon  any  contract  for  the  sale  or  purcliasc  of 
‘ any  suhscripcioa  ur  stock  of  the  Sontli  Sea 
‘ Company,  or  any  other  company  or  corpura- 
' cion,  or  pretended  company  or  corporation, 

’ until  the  end  of  the  sessiun  of  parliament 
' which  shall  be  next  after  the  99th  of  Septeai- 

‘ Resolved,  That  all  contracts  for  the  sale 

* or  purchase  uf  any  subscription  or  stock  , of 
‘ the  South  Sea  Coinpanv  or  any  other  eom- 
' pany  or  corporacion,  which  shall  be  unper* 

' formed  or  not  compounded,  on  or  before  the 
‘ 39cb  of  September  next,  wliere  the  seUer,  or 
’ the  person  on  whose  behalf  such  contract  was 
‘ made,  was  not  at  ilic  time  ufsuch  contract,  or 
‘ within  a time  Co  be  limited,  actually  posrassed 
‘ of,  orintitled  to,  surb  subscription, 'or  stock, 

‘ shall  be  declared  null  and  void.’ 

“ When  we  first  entered  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  this  extensive  and  perplexed  afiair,  we 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  leave  every  man's 
property  to  be  decemiined  by  due  course  of 
law ; atid  were  of  opinion.  That  oo  relief  or 
abatement  could  properly  be  prescribed,  or 
given,  but  from  the  South  l^aCompniiy:  but  the 
discunceiin  of  tbe  people  daily  increasing,  and 
the  uncertain  ami  duubtful  events  that  clireac- 
ened  very  great  ai<d  valuable  properties,  creat- 
ing such  infinite  anxieties  and  dissulisfucCion, 
as  bad  a most  fatal  and  general  influence  upon 
alt  public  and  private  credit,  the  interposition 
of  purliumcnc  became  unavoidublc : and  we 
found  ouiselres  undcra  necessity  ofresuming  the 
wnsideralioq 
VoL.  VII. 


1 — -/or  restorvif  the  Public  Credit,  [g<lS 
ami  to  endeavour  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  chief  and  grc.i'est  iiicuiivenieiices. 

" Tiie  great  diliiculty  in  remedying  these  mn> 
chiefs  seemed  to  arise  froni  tbe  >evcmf  coiiiend- 
ing  interests,  engaged  m ilie  boulhSea'Cnm* 
pany,  whicli  made  it  impossible  to  give  relief  to 
some,  but  at  the  expeuce  of  ulhcrs:  and,  as 
all  die  new  proprietors,  as  welt  chose  concerned 
in  the  public  funds,  as  the  other  advemurtrs, 
were  equiilly  imposed  upon  by  the  artifices  of 
the  bite  Directors,  and  equally  drawn  in  by 
their  own  too  great  credulity,  and  desire  of 
gain ; to  liava  disobargeil  auy  particular  set, 
had  been  not  only  an  injustice  to  the  re-t,  but, 
by  dissolving  (he  whole  system,  liod  involved 
them  ill  utter  rum ; which  made  a distribution 
of  losses,  and  some  abatement  to  all,  abso* 
lutely  necessary:  it  was  indeed  very  much  to 
be  wished  that  such  ease  could  have  been 
given  to  tbe  proprietor  of  the  public  debts, 
as  would  have  made  their  property  as  VBluable 
to  cliem  as  lliey  had  eujoyu  it  for  manyyears: 
but,  as  they  bad  voluntarily  consented  to  taka 
stock,  at  some  rate  or  other,  even  at  tiie  time 
when  they  saw  tlie  stuck  raised  to  llie  highest 
pitch ; the  giving  stock  nt  one  and  the  same 
price  to  them,  and  all  others  time  were  muse 
immediately  concerned,  makes  the  provision  as 
just  and  equitable  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will 
admit;  it  being  impracticable  so  fur  to  rccou* 
cile  the  diSerent  interests  in  this  general  con- 
cern, as  to  make  the  cunditions  of  those  equal, 
that  had  engaged  themselves  at  difFcreuC  rates, 
and  upon  unequal  terms. 

“ The  great  aud  principal  miscliief  arose 
from  several  concurring  circumstaiices;  from 
the  hard  terms  of  most  of  the  proprietors,  oc- 
casioned by  the  high  prices  at  which  they  bed 
purchased  stock;  or  the  excessive  rates  at 
which  as  well  the  proprietors  of  public  debts 
as  the  money-subscribers,  bad  obliged  them- 
selves CO  cake  stuck : from  the  demand  uf  above 
seven  millions  payable  (o  the  public,  which 
could  only  be  raised  out  of  ihe  properties  of 
iliose  that  were  already  too  great  sufferers,  iiml 
which  remieredcheCompuny  incapable  of  girmg 
them  Biiy  further  ease  or  relief ; from  the  dis- 
putes and  contesis  at  law,  which  were  prepariog 
to  lie  carried  on,  not  only  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  subscribers  of  (tie  redeemable 
funds,  bat  betwsen  infinite  numbers  uf  private 
persons  en;;ngeii  in  contracts  fur  tbe  sale  and 
purchase  of  stock,  and  subscriptions ; from  the 
impossibility  of  the  moiiey-suhsciibers  mtiking 
any  further  payments ; from  Che  great  loss  the 
Company  hud  sustained,  by  the  late  Directors 
having  lent  out  above  cievcii  millions  of  tbe 
Company’s  money,  wiUioni  any,  or  without 
sufficient,  security;  and  from  the  very  little 
prospect  uf  recovering  any  considerable  part 
thereof,  without  whi^  it  was  impossible  lur 
the  Company  to  coniplr  with  ibe  demand  of 
the  public,  but  at  the  infinite  exponre,  und  in- 
supportable  loss,  of  all  their  udvencurers ; which 
must  have  proved  destructive  to  the  trade  and 
credit  of  the  kingdom. 

i.f^TliSWiCdWiiterjfWqBf^  to  com* 

3 M 
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toU»  fiiregoinft  resolutions; 


re,  the~iBo>t  proper  means  to  enable  the 
Coinpaiij  to  jtive  relief  to  sucli  of  tlieir  pro- 
pcietora  as  most  nnnted  and  deserved  it ; to 
put  an  end  to  all  ditputes  at  law  : and  to-  fix, 
Ultle.  aud  usceriain,  the  several  properties  and 
intcresis  of  all  persons  coiiceraed  with  the 
Soiith-Sea  Company ; to  deliver  infinite  num- 
bers of  youT  msjeaty’s  eood  subjects  from  ibe 
apprehensions  of  vexatious  iaw-suits  and  pro- 
secutions; and  from  the  funiier  demand  ofaucb 

excessive  sums  of  money  ns  must  sink  nud  de- 
press alt  public  and  private  credit. 

“ And,  os  the  greatest  mischiefs,  which  we 
non  so  jostly  complain  of,  hnve  nrisen  from  the 
unnarraiilahle  methods  used  by  ibe  late  Di- 
rectors of  ilie  .South-Sea  Company,  in  selling 
and  disposing  of  such  part  of  their  increased 
capital  stock  as  belonged  to  the  Company ; to 
remove  such  a foundation  of  Stock-johhing, 
and  to  prevent  the  like  fetal  eonseqnences  for 
the  fiilure,  we  thought  it  iiKessiiry  to  take 
cue,  tlmt  all  the  increased  capital  stuck  beloug- 
ing  to  ibe  Company,  which,  after  the  proposed 
ttiilributiun  Is  made,  shall  remain  utidi^osed 
of,  hediviried  among  all  the  proprieiorb  of  the  | 
said  Company,  in  pruportiuu  to  their  several  and  - 
respective  laiurcsts. 

“ These  Rcsolotions,  if  j»jssed  into  a low, 
end  duiy  put  in  execution,  wo  humbly  hope, 
will  teiii  very  much  to  the  re-estahlishing  of 
public  credit ; to  tite  quieting  of  the  minds  of 
your  majesty’s  subjects;  and  eontributo  to  the 
ease  and  relief  of  great  numhert,  though  nnt 
suiiicient  to  gi«e  satisfaction  to,  or  repair  the 
losses  of,  oil  thni  are  unhappily  involved  iti  the 
present  calamity. 

“ But  as  the  ancient  usage,  and  estelilivhed 
rules,  of  parliament,  mnl;e  it  impracticnble  for 
vs  CO  prepare  bills  fer  the  royal  assent,  during 
the  pn^iit  session  (>f  ]tHrlianient,  fer  some  of 
the  pwposes  contaiped  Ki  nur  Resolutions ; wo 
have  humbly  presumed  to  lay  the  same  before 
your  majesty,  for  your  royal  consideration ; not 
donbling  but  that  your  innjetty  wili.outcf  your 
greet  wisdom,  and  nccuscoined  grace  and  good- 
ness CO  vour  people,  as  soon  us  the  public  and 
private'billv,  now  depending  iu  parliament, 
shall  be  dispatched,  give  us  an  early  oppor- 
cormy  of  perfecting  this  great  and  oecessnry 
work.'' 


-Vie  King's  Speech  on  the  [go(j 
) bis  majesty,  made  the  fullow 


Civil  List  Bill  to 
log  Speech  : 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign; 

Your  majesty's  moat  dutiful  and  loyal  aub- 
jecis,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  pur- 
iiatuciic  nsseinbled,  being  sensible  of  the  great 
debt  upon  the  Civil  List,  occasioneil  by  the  ca- 
lamity of  the  times,  which  has  disabled  the  two 
companies  of  assurance  tomakegowl  theniooey 
wliich  they  hnd  stipulated  to  prty  tn  tlie  crown, 
which,  if  It  bad  been  insisted  on,  would  bare 
uccosionedthe  ruin  of  many  families,  and  would 
conscquertily  have  been  a great  obstruction  to 
trade  ; and  your  majesty  having  always  bad  so 
mneb  goodness,  as  rather  to  wave  your  ona 
right,  Iban  to  exact  it,  to  the  prejudice  of ynor 
faithful  suljects ; we  have,  therefore,  to  make 
good  that  less  given  your  majesty,  and  wc  hum- 


bly pray  tlmt  your  majesty  wuuld  be  gracitaisly 
pleased  CO  accept  of,  six-pence  in  Clie  pound, 


2Yie  K'ing't  Aniaier.}  -To  the  nbove  Ad- 
dress bis  majesty  returned  this  Answer : 

“ Oenilemen ; 

" I have  such  an  iiiiire  coitWence  in  this  pnr- 
lianumi's  duty  and  aircciiini  tn  me,  und  their 
xeal  for  tlie  public  service,  that  1 shrill  vary 
readily  comuij  wjili  what  yua  desire;  sod  will 
annu  give  you  an  opportunity  of  doing  vrtme 
yim  uropose  for  seitliiig  and  cvtablislung  the 
creditand  quiet  of  the  Hugdom." 


Cit'me  to  the  House  of  I’cer*,  nnS  tlie  Commons  I returned  to  their  House,  immediately  J 
*C{eiuUnt,^,ii(u3><Sv:4ck4i%  lUpaB.- ipnseshug  ihs4-clioinr,dvca iatn.tirgrwid  ccnimUtee,  to  litkc 


lie  paitl^ooCof  the  Civil  List,  from  your  faith- 
ful Commons,  wlxi  will  be  aitvnys  ready  to  sup- 
port your  mqiesty  and  your  government." 

After  which  the  Royal  Assent  was  given  to 
an  Act,  ‘ For  raising  money  upon  the  estates 
‘ of  the  late  Sub-Governor,  Deputy-Governor, 

‘ Directors,  Cashier,  Deputy-Cashier,  and  Ac- 
‘ compiaiit  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and  of 
< John  -Aislabie,  esq.  and  likewise  of  Jaoiei 
‘ Craggs,  sen.  esq.  deceased,  cowards  making 
‘ good  the  great  loss  and  dnmt^e  sustamed  by 
‘ lire  said  &mpaiiy;  and  fordisabliiig  such  of 
‘ the  said  persons  as  are  living,  to  hold  any 
‘ office  or  place  of  trust  uuder  the  crown,  or  to 
‘sit  or  vote  in  parliament  for  the  iiitnre;  and 
‘ for  other  purposes  in  the  said  Act  expressed 
nud  five  other  Bills.  And  then  the  Lord 
Clmiicellor  prorogued  the  parliament  to  ill 
Hist. 

Tie  King’s  Spark  on  lie  Slate  of  the  PuWii 
Credit.]  July  31.  Tlie  Kiug  came  to  the 
ll.iuse  of  Peers,  when  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by 
his  mnjesty's  cummimd,  delivered  the  foliuwiiig 
Speech  to  both  Houses  i 

“ My  Lorris  and  Gentlemen, 

“ Tlie  occasion  of  inj  calling  you  tocetber 
again  so  suddenly,  is  uvgive  you  aii  opportunitv 
of  rvsuraiiip  the  coiisideration  of  the  State  of 
Public  Credit. 

“.Gontlemeti  of  tlie  House  of  Commons, 

“ The  prr^eas  that  you  ma'ie  in  this  affait 
during  the  hist  scsuoii,  laid  such  a loundRUon 
of  thii  necessary  work,  that  the  world  isiully 
apprised  of  what  is  reasonably  to  b«  hoped  lol 
at  CiJa  present  coiiiunciure. 

“ My  Lords  aud  Ountlemeft, 

“ I mast  reci.miuend  tn  you  all  possible  dii* 
patch,  aud  am  perrnadvd  l hat  at  tins 
the  year,  your  deliberntiou  will  bfl  confined  W 
wliHt  is  absolutely  uect^aury  upon  ibis  exuno** 
dlnury  uccnsioii." 

Etwhlions  of  lie  C,:nw.(msfoF  re-establis^ 
ins  of  JPubhc  Crnlit.]  llie  Commons  IieniS 
returned  tn  their  House,  immediately  '’.j, 
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miycsty's  Speed]  ioio  cpneidcraiiun,  and  came 
10  several  liesolutions,  wbich  wore  reported  the 
next  da;,  and  agreed  Co  by  the  House,  as  fol- 
loiv,  viz. 

'*  1.  That  for  die  re-estaUisliing  of  Public 
Credir,  relief  be  giveo  to  the  South  Sea 
Company  wicli  regard  to  the  puyoient  of 
4s.  lid.  and  Che44  years  purcbiue, 
and  one  year's  purchase,  upon  several  aunui- 
tii's,  and  other  iiiktionul  debts,  die  said  Coiu- 
paiiy  giviu^  such  oonsideroiinn  co  the  public, 
and  such  larilier  reliof  to  the  several  proprie- 
tors, and  persons  couocrn^  in  incetese  with 
the  said  Compauy,  os  diis  House  sbuU  diiaL 
proper. 

“ Q.  That  for  the  rc-escnblisbing  of  Public 
Credit,  and  quieting  the  luiuds  of  his  majesty's 
subjects,  the  several  pruperties  and  intorests 
DOW  dependiug,  and  concerned  with  the  South 
Sea  Company,  be  ascenouied  and  seeded. 

“ b.  That  in  urder  to  put  an  end  to  all  dis- 
putes betweeu  the  SoulJi  Sea  Company,  and 
the  proprietors  of  the  redeemable  lands  sub- 
scribed into  die  said  Company,  and  ibr  the 
farther  relief  of  the  said  proprietors,  mid  the 
proprietors  of  the  second,  tliicd  and  founb 
muoey-subscriptions,  who  have  uriw  stock  al- 
loneo  tlicin,  at  the  rate  of  400f.  per  cent,  with 
the  last  Midsummer  divkleiid  of  ten  per  cent, 
in  Slock,  an  addition  after  the  rate  of  33f.  Si.  Sd. 
Slock,  upon  every  lOOh  stock,  already  ollun-ed, 
be  given  by  tbe  South  Sea  Company  tn  the 
proprietors  of  die  said  redeemable  funds,  and 
to  the  proprietors  of  tbe  second,  third,  and 
fourth  money-Bubscripiions. 

“ 4.  That  tbe  sum  of  4,156,3411.  with  the 
years  and  one  year’s  purchase,  payable  to 
tins  public  by  tbe  South  Sea  Company,  be  re- 
mitted, so  as  from  tbe  34th  of  June,  1733,  two 
mitlimis  uf  the  capitol  stock  of  the  said  Cu»n- 
paiiy  be  reduced  and  aunibiluted,  aud  a pru- 
poriiounble  port  of  clieir  annuity  or  yearly 
fund,  ia  respect  to  tbe  said  two  millions,  from 
that  time  cease. 

“ S.  That  tbe  second  sobscripibD  of  the 
irredeeoiablea,  as  well  the  long  aniuuiiet,  as 
die  Aonuities  of  niue  per  cent,  prize  lottery 
tickets,  and  blank  lottery  tickets,  he  made 
equal  CO  the  first  subscripiion  of  the  liko  an- 
nuities and  tickets,  by  an  addition  uf  stock  at 
l.Vll.  per  cent. 

“ 6.  That  all  the  capital  South  Sea  stock 
belonging  to  the  Company  in  dieir  own  right, 
wbicli,  after  the  pru^scu  iliatribulioo  made, 
ibnll  remain  -umlispuscd  of,  be  divided  among 
ill  the  prupneenrs  of  ilie  said  Cninpiuiy,  in 
proportion  to  tbeir  several  and  respective  iu- 
lerescs  therein  ; and  that  credit  bt  given 
them  for  tbe  same  iu  tbe  buoks  of  the  said 

" 7.  '^hat  such  persons  as  have  borrowed 
money  from  the  wutli  Men  Company  upon 
South  Sea  stock,  actually  translerred  and 
pledged  at  the  ttme  of  borrowing  to,  or  for  the 
use  of  ilie  said  Coiupuiy,  shall,  upon  payment 
of  ten  pet  cent,  upuii  Uie  respwtive  sums  so 
kortoivcd,  Ug 


not  otherwise,  be  <lisch:iq{ed  from  all  fimher 
demands  of  the  said  Company,  in  respect  of 
the  monies  sn  borrowed  j and  imit  all  tbs  stock 
sn  cmnsierred  and  pletigcd,  Cngcther  with  all 
dividends  and  profits  thereto  belongiug  re- 
spectively, be  absulutely  vested  in  Uie  snul 
Company. 

‘‘  8,  That  such  persons  as  have  borrowed 
money  from  the  South  Sea  Company,  upon 
subscription  receipts  actually  pledged  lu  the 
said  Company  nl  the  time  of  borrowingi  shall, 
upon  payment  of  ten  per  ceat.  upon  the  re- 
spective sums  so  borrowed,  at  a time  or  times 
to  be  limited,  and  not  otUerwise,  be  disebargod 
from  all  farilK-r  demuids  in  respect  of  tlm 
money  so  burrowed ; und  that  all  tbe  sub- 
scripuon-receipcs  so  pledged,  together  with  all 
dividends  null  profits  thereunto  belonging,  be 
absolutely  vested  io  ibc  said  Company. 

“ D.  T'liat  all  contracts  for  ibe  sale  or  pur- 
chase of  subscriptions,  or  stuck  of  the  South 
Sea  Company,  or  any  other  company  or  cor- 
poradon,  or  pretended  company  or  corpora- 
tion, which  shall  be  unperformed  or  not  com- 
poumled,  on  or  before  the  39ch  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  be  entered  b books  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  by  tbe  respective  companies 
or  corporatbiis,  before  tbe  first  of  November 
next,  or  else  lu  be  void ; and  that  such  eaitics 
shall  express  for  whose  use  and  benefit  such 
coiitrocts  were  made. 

10.  Tiist  no  special  bail  be  required  in 
any  action  brought  qr  to  be  brought,  upon  ony 
contract  made  siace  tbe  1st  of  Dec.  17ik>,  .oud 
before  the  1st  of  Dec.  1730,  for  the  sale  or 
pureba  e of  any  subscription,  or  sto^  of  the 
South  Sea  Company,  or  nay  oilier  company  or 
corporatioti,  or  pretended  company  or  cor- 
poration. 

11.  That  no  execation  be  awarded  upon 
any  judgment  obtained,  or  to  be  ubutined  in 
any  nctiuii  brought,  or  to  be  brought  upon  ui\y 
contract,  fur  the  sale  or  purchase  of  any  sub- 
scription, or  stuck  of  tbe  South  Sea  Compauy, 
or  auy  other  company  or  corporation,  nr  pre- 
tended company  or  cnrporalinu,  until  the  end 
of  the  session  orpartuunentinhicbshall  be  next 
iitler  the  39ih  of  September  iiuxt. 

“ 12.  TUut  ail  the  contracts  tor  the  sale  or 
purchase  uf  any  subscnption,  or  stock  of  the 
Souib  Sea  Company,  or  auy  ocher  company  or 
corporation,  wliicli  shull  be  unperformed  or 
DOE  compounded,  on  or  before  the  S9lli  of 
SepiuQiber  next,  where  the  seller,  or  \he  per- 
son 00  wbiise  behalf  snub  coiiiract  was  umde, 
wa>  not  at  Clio  tiaie  of  «ucli  caiitract,ur  wiihiu 
a lime  to  be  limned,  ncuially  possessed  of  or 
iiidiled  to  such  subticrj]muu  or  stock,  shall  be 
liednreil  null  ami  void." 

A BiU  for  rrtforing  Ihc  Crtdil, 

brought  iii.j  A Bill  being  ordered  to  be  broui'be 
in  upon  the  said  KcsoIuciobs.  the  saiae  was 
prcsenieri  accordingly,  iba  oext  day,  by  hir. 
Lowndes,  with  the  title  ' A bill  tur  making 
‘ several  pruvisions  to  resiore  the  I'ublic  Cre- 
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' iiageinents  of  tbe  late  South  Saa  Directori 
' and  (illien.’  Tliia  bill  nas  rend  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a second  lime  the  next 
morning. 

A tumultvvus  Concoune  of  the  AnnuUanti 
assemiU  imhe  Lohbj/qf'  the  House  of  Commm.] 
Ill  the  mean  time,  there  n|}peared  in  the  Lobby 
or  ibe  House  of  Cummons,  aqd  in  the  places 
ndjneent,  several  hundreds  oi'  the  proprietors 
of  tbe  Short  Annuities,  and  other  redeemable 
public  debts,  of  both  sexes,  who  demnnded 
justice  of*  the  meuibers  as  they  went  into  the 
House,  and  put  into  their  hands  a Paper 
with  ihesetvnitcn  words,  ‘ Pmy  do  justice  to 

* (he  Annuitants,  who  lent  tiieir  mooey  on 

* Parliamentary  Security.'*  The  niuliuude 


• The  following  printed  Letter  was  also  de- 
lirered  to  (he  members  as  tliey  entered  llie 

A I.ETTIR  to  a MeUUER  of  PanLIAUEHT  ; 
wherein  the  t'lireasonabieness  and  Inipro* 
bahility  of  bbidingduwn  the  HedeemnCles, 
is  fully  demoiistraied. 

“ Sir; 

“ The  great  tjaestion  debated  among  os  wit  h- 
onC  doura,  is,  whether  the  parliament  will  hind 
down  the  rcdceniables  absolutely  to  the  price  of 
SOOf.  and,  in  cunsideration  of  this  reiluction, 
depi  ire  them  of  tbe  right  they  have  to  contest 
the  validity  uf  their  subscription  at  law?  I shall . 
give  you  my  reasons  for  the  negative  part  of 
this  (Question,  in  as  few. words  as  1 can. 

“ But  beliire  1 tuentioii  them,  1 will  just 
talce  notice  hy  the  way,  that  tbe  reduction  to 
SDO/.  is  sneh  an  one,  as  (he  redeemables  will 
never  voluntarily  actepc  of.  For  it  not  only 
bears  m>  proportion  to  the  favour  or  relief 
which  is  ioteiided  towards  the  rest  of  the  un- 
bnp|iy  sufferers  by  (bis  scheme,  but  carries 
along  nidi  it  the  ram  nud  destruction  of  these 
proprietors  and  tlieir  families,  and  will  cer- 
tainly introduce  a new  scene  of  miyiiy  and 

“ The  redeemables  have  reason  to  tliiuk  tliera- 
eelves  tntitled  to  as  much  favour  as  any 
others:  Tliey  are pait of  theancieot  creditors 
of  the  government.  Thehoiiouraiidjusticeof 
the  government  was  engnged  for  the  just  pay- 
ment of  their  dcfiis  ; and  even  the  Soutli-Sea 
Act  itself  no  otherwise  ciubled  the  Company 
to  take  ill  their  debt*,  than  nilli  regard  to  jus- 
tice and  public  faith. 

“ But  it  is  universally  odmitted,  that  though 
their  debts  should  prove  to  have  been  taken  in, 
according  to  the  strict  letter  of  that  law  (which 
is  now  the  point  in  controversy ;)  yet,  it  is  cer- 
tain, the  Cuiiiuuiiy  have  not  acted  with  rcgiird 
to  justice  and  public  fnith,  in  (be  manner  of 
taking  them  in;  and  therefore,  to  besuro,  they 
are  as  much  intitled  to  the  favoomble  relief  of 
the  parliament,  os  (he  members  of  that  Com- 
pany, which  have  cheated  (ham. 

“ As  to  the  mtmey-suliscribers ; admitting 
that  tlifc”.gJ{o.^TC,h(ffifl#>«B¥d.  ap.d  dpludeil 


■A  twnuflueus  Cmcourti  assemble  in  the  [9(J4 
were  particularly  rude  to  blr.  Comptroller, 
tearing  part  of  bis  coat  as  be  passed  by  : upon 
which  tbe  House  being  informed,  (bat  a crowd 
of  people  were  got  together  in  a tumultuous 
'and  riotous  manner,  in  tbe  lobby  and  passages 
to  this  House,  it  was  ordered,  That  the  Jus- 
Cices  of  Peace  for  the  city  of  Westminster,  do 
immediately  attend  this  House,  and  bring  Uie 
constables  with  tbem.” 

Debate  on  the  Petilion  of  the  Annuitants.] 
In  ilie  mean  time,  sir  John  Ward  presented  to 
the  House  a Petition  and  Representation  of  the 
Proprietors  of  tbe  Redeemable  Funds,  on  be- 
half of  themselves,  and  all  others,  pretended  to 
be  taken  into  the  South-Sea  Company,  setting 
forth,  “That  they  hnd  lent  their  mooey  upon 


by  the  Company,  yet  still  they  have  no  plea  for 
favour  which  may  not  be  urged  with  much 

Greater  strength  in  bclislfuf  the  redeemnbles; 

mean,  with  relation  to  the  government.  For 
the  money  subscribers  engaged  on  their  own 
heads  voluntarily,  and,  1 may  say,  wantonly 
too  : they  bad  no  occasion  to  engage  with  the 
Company  at  all ; but  the  redeemables  came  in 
under  the  persuasion,  and  by  invitation  of  an 
act  of  norliament.  So  that  the  first  of  these 
bad  ooly  the  faith  of  the  Company  to  depend 
upon ; the  others  had  the  faith  of  the  Company 
and  parliament  too.  Tbe  money  subscriben 
engaged  with  a view  le  the  ndvantnges  which 
might  arise  aud  be  made  from  o subsequent 
coiiiracc  with  the  government-creditors ; but 
the  redeemables  were  brought  in  by  the  adven* 
cages  arising  from  an  actual  coniriicc  made  be- 
tween the  Company  and  the  money-subscribers. 
And  would  it  not  be  very  strange,  if  it  should 
prove  more  prudent  to  Lave  trusted  the  Com- 
pany alone,  tlian  to  have  relied  on  the  faiili  of 
the  Company  and  that  of  the  parliament  added 
to  it  ? Or  more  advantageous  CO  have  made  a 
bargain  fora  futore  contingency,  than  for  a 
reality  f 

“ 1 own,  there  is  somewhat  of  obligation 
which  arises  from  placing  a coafideiice  in  ano- 
ther, and  such  merit  the  moiiey-suhscnbers 
mayjclaim,  wicii  regard  to  the  Company  ; but 
what  superior  merit  they  can  prettnd  to  "iih 
regard  to  tlie  parliament,  is  a secret.  Sure  I 
am,  they  can  uever  plead  n greater  merit  to- 
wards the  govemraent,  than  the  goveriimeot- 
creditors  themselves. 

“ With  regiird  to  the  Company,  tlie  money 
subscriliers  plead  the  merit  of  liaving  drawn  lO 
others.  And  (or  this  signal  piece  of  service, 
the  Company  might  reasoiialily  enough  treat 
tiicm  uith  distinguishing  marks  of  favour,  aud 
think  eheniselves  obliged  to  take  care,  (bat 
they  should  uot  be  greater  losers,  than  tiiose 
who  had  been  decoyed  by  ihem.  But  how 
(his  way  of  reasoning  should  inltuence  the  pan- 
liameni,  is  not  to  he  explained  or  unde«to«** 
unless  ic.should  be  also  aflirmed,  that  it 
an  acceptable  service  to  the  parliament,  to 
have  their  creditors  cheated.  . 

,,l,lf‘,^>lB»^,itI.S3i^-BSJ!JMfl»l^doobt,  but  iM 
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pnrlitmentar;  security;  thnt  having  been  un* 
narily  dranru  in  to  subscribe  (heir  effects  into 
(lie  Smith-Sea  Cumpany,  by  the  artifices  of  ttie 
jace  Directoia,  the  tionoiirable  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  February,  bnd  tiiought  fit  to  leave  the 


the  releasing  the  money  subscribers  from  all 
(heir  subsequent  payments,  and  allovring  them 
stock  at  the  rate  of  300f.  per  ceut.  for  what 
bus  been  actually  paid  in,  is  a much  greater  re- 
lief to  the  nuiiiey-subscribers,  than  cne  reduc- 
ing the  redecmnbtes  to  300f.  is  to  them. 

“The second  money, subscribers  contracted  to 
pay  4UO/.  and  the  third  and  fourth  1,000/.  for 
lOO/.  Sooth  Sea  Stock,  but  were  afterwards 
reduced  to  400/.  They  of  thesecand  subscrip- 
tion paid  down  80/.  the  third  100/.  and  the 
fourth  SOO/.  in  part  of  their  contract.  Now, 
supposing  South-Sea  stock  to  be  capable  of 
being  made  worth  loO/.  per  cent,  (which,  I be- 
lieve all  the  art  of  man  can  never  make  it  in- 
trinsically worth}  and  you  muy  easily  see  the 
great  disproportion  there  is  between  the  re- 
decmables,  and  the  worst  of  the  money  sub-  . 

“The  fourth  money-subscriber,  ont  of  bis 
money  which  he  contracted  to  pay  for  100/. 
Slock  is  to  retain  200/.  in  his  pocket,  to  have 
stuck  at  the  rate  of  SOO/.  per  cent,  for  the 
'otlierSOO/.  via.  73/.  ds.  8</.  which,  oi  160/.  per 
cent,  makes  110/.  so  that  be  loses,  upon  the 
whole  of  his  contract,  90/.  But  the  redeema- 
ble subscriber,  has  paid  down  all  his  400/.  ac- 
cording to  bis  supposed  contract,  and  is  nut  to 
have  onefarthing  remitted  to  him ; but  to  take 
stoekattherate  of  SOO/.  for  the  whole,  viz. 
146/.  ISt.  4d.  value  320/.  £o  that  upon  the 
whole  of  bis  bargain,  he  is  to  lose  ISOl.  Let 
any  man  judge  now,  whether  this  is  equal.  If 
the  people  must  be  made  to  beliere,  that  this 
division  of  loss  between  the  tnniicy  subscribers 
and  redeemablcs,  is  equal,  it  must  be  made  ap- 
pear, that  180/.  it  no  more  than  90/. 

“ As  to  the  irredeemables,  who  are  the  other 
part  of  the  gnveminent  creditors;  though  it  is 
cercain,  ttiat  they  also  have  been  greatly  abused 
by  the  Company,  by  having  been  taken  in  at 
an  extravagant  high  price ; yet  the  number  of 
years  purchase  alluwed  to  them,  greatly  takes 
off  from  the  extravagancy  of  the  price  at  which 
they  were  taken  in,  anri  reduces  their lu'S  to  a 
much  lower  proportion  than  thnt  of  the  re- 
deemables  ; at  may  be  seen  by  every  calcula- 
tion which  hse  been  made  of  ibis  subject. 

“ But  perhaps  you  will  say,  as  1 have  oflen 
heard  it  said.  That  if  tlie  redeemnbfes  are 
bound  in  law,  ihey  are  intitled  to  no  re- 
lief: but  ought  CO  be  thankful  for  any,  and  cou- 
scquently  for  their  reduction  to  SOOL 

“ To  this  r er/swer,  (bat  the  reduction  to 
800/.  is  so  far  from  being  a relief  to  the  re- 
deemables,  ih.it  it  hod  been  much  better  for 
them  CO  have  stood  at  400/.  provided  all  the 
rest  of  the  contractors  were  obliged  to  st.-md 
to  tiicir  contracts.  And  surely,  this  is  nothing 
but  jnsticc ; for  it  is  ccnaiii,  the  contracts 
maditby  theta'  tlrc^ '01^1^111$ -aiitl  '&nD,''’air' 
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validity,  or  invalidity  of  their  subscripUnns,  to 
be  determined  by  the  cummon  law ; But  being 
informed,  tliat  by  the  Bill  now  depenriiug,  they 
were  lied  down  to  take  Soiitli-Sea  stock  at  Soo/. 
they  ihcrelbre  prayed  time  they  might  be  beard 


tliat  which  is  pretended  tn  have  been  made  hy 
ibe  redeeuuibles ; And  if  so,  what  sort  of  fa- 
vouria  this,  that  is  siiBwn  to  the  redcc-fflahlcs, 
when  the  redaction  proposed,  being  accom- 
panied by  a much  more  favourable  reriuctiun 
to  eve^  one  elie,.reelly  puts  iliein  in  a worse 
condition,  than  if  there  bod  been  uu  reduciioa 
at  all  ? 

“ Is  this  a favour  which  wilt  induce  the  re- 
deemablcs  to  part  with  a legal  right  of  contro- 
verting their  subscripciun  ? A controversy 
wherein  they  have  oil  the  reason  in  the  world  to 
hope  for  success,  and  which,  if  it  is  determined 
in  their  favour,  will  discharge  tlieir  whole  es- 
tates, ami  deliver  them  iniircly  from  the  jaws  of 
their  greedy  oppressors. 

“ No,  Sir,  I uu  may  depend  upon  it,  the  rc- 
deemables  are  not  so  very  silly  as  this  comes 
to.  They  know  their  mccrest  belter  thoo  to 
close  on  such  unequal  terms.  Notliing  but 
force  will  ever  prevail  upou  them  to  acquiesce 
under  such  conditions. 

“ And  now  I come  to  the  husincss  I first  pro- 

Eised,  viz.  To  uffer  you  my  reasons  for  hc- 
:viag  tfiactlra  parliaiueiit  will  not  force  them 
to  accept  of  these  terms.  For, 

“ If  the  Parlinmeui  should  bind  down  the  re- 
deemablcs absolutely  to  the  terms  of  300/. 
without  suffering  them  to  contest  the  validity 
of  their  subscripiiun,  thu  parliament  must  be 
supposed  to  know  either  that  the  pretended 
subscription  is  binding  in  law,  aod  sircb  as  they 
cannot  get  Inosefroui  ; or  else,  must  resolve  to 
piece  out  the  legality  of  that  subscription  by 
the  ioierposiiion  of  mere  power, 

“ That  tile  parliament  know  the  pretended 
subscription  is  binding  in  law,  iswiiat  any  mao 
may  safely  dtny;  nay,  so  far  are  they  frotn 
knowing  this,  ihat  it  dors  not  iqtpe.ir,  that  they 
have  ever  yet  made  an  inquiry  alter  those  ne- 
cessary fnets,  upon  ivhich  only  such  a know- 
ledge can  be  founded. 

“ The  parliameDt  has  been  told  indeed,  that 
13,985,42.6/.  iil  the  redeemabies  have  been 
taken  into  ibeSonili-Sea  Stock.  This  bos  been 
represented  to  ihem,  as  ibey  say,  in  tbe  lace  in- 
grafiiiig  act.  But,  by  wlmm  were  they  told 
this  / VVby,  by  cheJntc  directnrs,  men  wbo  were 
not  only  interested  in  (he  qnesiiun,  but  sudi 
as  tbe  jiarliaiueni  knows  lu  be  knaves,  and 
whose  csiatcs  they  are  now  confiscating  for 
tbeirknaveries. 

“ By  It  fiirnier  act  passed  in  ibis  sessions, 
the  parliuiuent,  upmi  n view  of  these  mens  cun- 
duct  ill  otlicr  respects,  declared,  that  niider 
pretence  orilieSoutl>..Seo  Act,  they  had  con- 
crh'ed  and  carried  on  tunny  fraudulent  and  in- 
direct practices,  cumrory  to  llio  intemion  of  tlie 
said'  Act ; ami  upon  this  account,  as  it  was 
very  natural,  die  p.vliamcnt  suspended  their 
•iifelKf  in  iL* 
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bv  thsniselTcs,  or  cheir  counsel,  against  the  said 

M," 

After  therpBilingof  this  Petition,  the  same 
was  ordered  to  lie  uu  the  taMe,  and  then  tiie 
“ Bill  to  restore  Public  Credit,”  &c.  tviis  read 


Redccniables;  jtucl;  sus[ieciing,ihat  those  men 
who  fand  acted  contrary  tu  thciniemioo  ol'ihat 
ace  ill  some  respects  might  also  have  acted 
contrary  to  it  in  others:  they  very  wisely, 
therefore,  resolved  to  leave  the  redeeniublea 
to  the  law  to  try  this  paint;  and  have 
provided,  by  a clause  in  iltc  said  ingraft- 
ing act,  that  if  the  rudeemables  obtain  a decree 
or jodgment  io  their  favoor,  that  insuclicase, 
they  ^iiil  not  be  esteemed  members  of  ilie 
Soiith->'$ea,  or  any  other  compaoy,  on  account 
of  such  subscriptions. 

“ Now  can  auy  man,  after  all  this,  be  so  ab- 
surd as  to  think,  that  wbitt  the  parliament  re- 
fused to  do  In  February,  they  will  do  in  July  ? 
Do  not  all  the  reasons  that  were  alledged 
against  biodiugdown  tbe  redeemables,  hold  as 
sli-ong  now,  as  they  didfew  mooilij  ago  ? And 
can  it  be  i:iiagined,that  the  same  purliameot 
wbicli  dime  to  a rcsnlulion  not  tu  interpose  in 
this  matter, when  no  suits  were  actually  com- 
menced, should  all  on  a suddeo  resolve  to  in- 
terpose now  they  are,  and  thcrehy  deprive  the 
redeemables  ofehose  hopes  which  they  them- 
selves encouraged,  and  which  tbe  redeemables 
have  prosecuted' with  so  much  trouble  and  ex- 
pcnca  ( Wliit  is  this  but  milking  the  parha- 
ment  to  speak  like  the  oraclesofuld,  or  rather 
more  fallaciously,  to  tell  tbe  redeemables,  they 
would  leave  them  the  free  use  of  the  laws, 
provided  they  vtould  not  make  use  of  them  f 

*'  Uad  not  self-interest  biiuded  men  to  tbe 
^eacest  degree  in  llie  world,  they  would  never 
desire  that  the  pnrliameut  should  in  any  case 
aosjiend  the  regular  administration  of  justice, 
and  interrupt  the  common  course  of  the  laws. 
This  is  a tluiig  every  true  Englishman  ought 
rather  to  pray  against,  and  be  cxueediugjealous 
and  fearful  of : It  isopeningawide  gapinour. 
constitution.  Hitherto  it  has  bcenjouked  upon,  , 
that  the  interprecatinn  and  execution  of  laws  | 
when  made,  did  as  properly  belong  to  Wustiniii- 
ster-flall,  os 'tim  making  them  to  the  pnrlia- 
loene : nndilie  alieracion  of  such  a fuiidainen- 
tal,  wliateverp^rticular  jobs  it  may  serve  at 
pressne,  canmit  but  be  attended  with  very  fatal 
conaegaences,  if  not  with  the  dissolution  of  tliis 
ancient  imd  free  gnvernmenl. 

“ But  to  suppose,  that  the  parliament  should 
take  so  extraordinary,  unprecedeiiteil,  unpar- 
liamentary u&cep,  tu  tie  up  men  from  the  free 
use  of  the  law,  only  in  order  Co  oppress  their 
uwa  iuiiuccnt  cceditot^'  and  tu  piece  out  thu  le- 
gality of  u most  nurigliteous  and  barbarous 
contract;  tit  the  best,  is  to  supposea  parlia- 
ment speaking  in  thiswise:  Whereas  it  may  be 
doubted,  whetlter  the  wicked  artifices  usetl  by 
the  hue  South-Sea  Directors,  to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud (he  redeemables,  are  sufficient  in  law  fur 
that  purpose : ami  die  proprietors  of  those 
debu  hav«ii;s»atneiUiiettitpilsis  ilie, o'<^aryi 


the  second  lime,  and  committed  to  a Comniit- 
tce  cif  (lie  whole  House.  Tiiisdone, 

Sir  JuAh  Ward  stood  up,  and  spoke  in  favour 
of  the  petitioners,  urging  the  justice  of  hmrine 
them,  either  by  themselves,  or  their  counsel,  in 


course  ofjusticc  tu  vindicate  themselves  from 
the  saidiaCcudedoppression,aml  may  thereby 
happily  free  themselves  from  tbe  same  ; iliere. 
fore  be  it  enacted,  That  all  such  suits  shall 
cease : and  be  it  declared,  (hat  (he  cnid  re- 
deemables  are  chented,  and  shall  be  cheated 
efrecuially,aud  nlciioutrccrievefaiidlbc  estates 
whoreufthey  are,  by  tbe  autliority  ofiliis  pre- 
sent parlhiuicut,  declared  to  be  cheated,  shall 
be  distributed  for  the  bencGt  of  (hose  whu  have 
contrived,  promoted  and  assisted  in  carrying  on 
the  said  cheat. 

“ This,  Sir,  I cun  assure  you,  is  the  true  Eng- 
lish of  what  some  amoog  us,  witliout  doors, 
would  iiave  the  parliauiemsuy:  but,  I am  per- 
suaded, they  never  will  say  it : such  notiuus  as 
these,  canbeenterCuined  by  none  but  such  as 
are  enemies  to  the  honour  and  justice  of  a Bri- 
tish parliament. 

“ If  you  ask  these  sort  of  men,  Why  the  par- 
lismentshoald  iuterpuse  to  bind  up  the  laws 
which  they  never  did  before;  They  immudistelj 
unswer  you,  chat  the  exigency  of  affuirs  reguires 
it.  If  the  Sobtlk-Seu  Company,  say  they,  is 
liable  to  hiw-suits,  public  credit  can  never  be 
established. 

“If  by  public  credit  these  men  mean  whxt 
they  ought  to  mean,  the  credit  of  the  gov«r- 
lueiii  and  community  ; there  caanot  bcatnore 
seosele^propositiun  ihaixthis:  for  the  credit  of 
(he  govemiueui  must,  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  be  fouoded  on  the  supposed  honesty  sud 
justice  of  the  government ; on  its  disposition  tu 
supportaod  maintmnthe  legal  rights  of  its  ere- 

I “ Men  must  willingly  trust  those,  for  ivliosi 

^ faith  uod’  honesty  they  Iiave  the  best  security. 
Take  away  auy  part  of  that  security  which  the 

I creditor  has  for  the  re-paymeiu  of  his  debt,  aod 
you  necessarily  lessen  your  own  credit,  os  »«U 
as  his  security  : take  away  the  law,  which  is 
both  tlie  me.vsure  und  security  of  nil  properly,  . 
and  no  man  will  ever  port  with  his  money  out  u> 
his  own  posiesslou,  because  beliosno  nay  left  to  i 
recover  it  but  by  three  : let  it  be  but  once  de- 
termined, (hut  there  is  no  law  against  a Com- 
pany, that  whatever  they  get  possession  uf, 
though  never  so  ill^olly,  they  shall  hold  ami 
retain,  and  none  but  fools  will  trust  such  a | 
Company  for  tiie  future.  . i 

“ But  .chetmth  is,  that  these  men  by  puhh«  I 
credit  aud  cheesCahlishmentnfit,meaa  uothiug 
else  but  the  raising  the  value  of  Soutb-Srt  | 
Stock,  and  measure  ilic  increase  of  credit  umy  , 
by  the  present  iucresse  of  their  own  csums.i  , 
whether  by  wrong  or  right,  is  no  part  of  tli«  I 
concern,  and  because  it  is  for  their  present  m«  I 
teresi,  that  tbe  redecinaliles  should  coiitinM  I 
part  of  the  South-Sea  Stock,  and  alaw-s^'*  ®*  I 
tween  the  Company  and  them,  may,  '"'1  ! 

^PMa.iiTnhabilityj.  difafpotat  their  hoii»»  j 
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nrder  to  their  beiriK  relieved,  mid  he  nas 
Mconded  by  air  Gilbert  Heatlicute.  Ilerc- 
apon 

Mr.  RcJert  said,  He  did  not  ece 

flow  the  pedtioncis  could  he  lelieved  that 
tlie  Resolutions,  pursuant  to  which  this  bill 
nos  brought  ih,  bad  been  laid  before,  and  ap> 

E roved  by  the  king  and  council,  aod  bad  alto 
een  agreed  to  by  a great  majoitiy  of  the  House 
before  ibe  Inst  short  prorogation ; and  that 
(hey  hud  given  their  word  of  hunour  to  the 
tneutbers  that  were  gone  into  the  country,  that 
they  would  notalter  a tittle  io  thum  ; nnd  ns  be 
could  not  see  any  tiling  that  could  be  done  for 
the  petitioners,  he  tbeiefore  moved  foradjiiurn- 
ing  the  debate,  and  desired  that  iliat  <)uestioD 
might  be  put  as  a previous  one.  This  «as 
epnosed  by 

jlr.  lirodrick,  who  said,  He  wondered  wliat 
that  gentleman  inennc  by  desiring  tn  bare  such 
a question  put,  before  (be  question  for  inking 
the  Petition  into  consideration;  whicb,  he 
(liought,  would  look  as  if  they  could  not  an- 
swer the  allegations  contained  in  the  said  Peti- 
tion : and  therefore  he  moved  that  (hey  might 
go  upon  the  debate  of  it.  lie  was  seconded  hy 
Samuel  Sandy  e,  esq.  who  spoke  strenuously  io 
favour  of  the  petitioners;  hut  the  court  party 
insisting  upon  Mr.  Walpole’s  motion,  the  ques- 
tion for  adjour'  ing  was  put,  and  carried  by  a 
inmorily  of  78  vojees  against  20. 

By  this  time  four  of  the  Justices  of  the  Pence 
fortriecity  of  Westminster  attending,  according 
to  order,  they  were  called  in,  and  being  at  the 
bar,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  them,  That  the 
House  was  informed  that  there  was  a great 
crowd  of  riotous  people  in  the  lobby  nnd  pas- 
sages leading  to  tills  House,  nnd  thnlhewss 
commandeil  by  the  House  to  direct  them,  the 
said  Justices,  to  go  and  disperse  the  said  riotous 
crowd,  and  to  take  care  to  prevenc  the  like 
riots  for  the  future.  Hereupon  the  four  Jus- 
tices, attended  by  five  or  six  constables,  desired 
tile  petitioners  to  dear  the  lobby  and  passages  ; 
end  upon  tbrir  refusal,  cansed  ibe  Proclama- 
tion against  Itiuiers  to  he  twice  read,  declaring 
to  thm,  that  if  tlicy  continued  there  dll  the 

evince  the  contrary;  therefore,  they  desire  the 
course  of  the  law  should  be  stopped.  Hence 
arises  this  (ear  of  the  laiv  and  iaw-soits:  the 
law  is  an  enemy  to  villany  and  oppressinu.  But 
whnt  these  men  call  public  credit,  is,it  seems 
ouly  CO  be  suji|K>rtod  hy  tliem,  and  consequeuc- 
ly  must  be  built  uii  the  dcstraction  of  the  luw, 
Uicir  opposite, 

" But  though  it  should  be  granted  these  men, 
that  sclf-iiitcrcst  is  ihe  sole  principle  of  action 
in  .a  wise  man  Innd  many  such  moralists  or  wHc 
men  you  may  meet  witn  in  every  colTee-hnuse) 
yet  if,  according  to  the  Poet's  dehnitian  of  wis- 
tlum, ' Isiuc  est  sapere,  non  quod  ante  pedes 
' raodo  est  vidcre,  sed  etinm  ilia  qum  futurn  sunt 
‘ prospiccre,'  it  will  (lien  appeiir,  timt  they  are 
very  silly  fellows,  nud  little  consider  their  own 
true  interest,  when, they  are  desiring,  that  the 
laivi,  aud  betiM'li'^  tHeE^,ab'M'lS'e 'ifspetit^'' 


third  reading,  they  should  incur  the  prnaltics  of 
the  net.  Hereupon  they  thought  lit  to  di»- 

Kerse  ; but  as  they  went  away,  cuuhl  nut  for- 
ear  renting  their  resentments,  some  saying, 
* Timt  tliey  cume  as  peaceable  subjects  and 
‘ ciiizeut,  to  represent  their  griev.tpces,  and  diil 
* not  expect  to  be  used  like  a mob,  and 
‘ scoundrels;'  and  tire  radest  Celling  the  mem- 
bers, ‘ You  iirsc  pick  our  pockets,  and  then 
' send  us  to  gaol  fur  complaining.' 

IVie  Bill  for  ralorine  the  PKific  Credit 
pBsud.l  Aug.  4.  The  Commons,  in  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  considered  nf  liie 
' Bill  to  restore  Public  Credit;'  nnd  the  Grst 
question  that  occasioned  any  debate  was,  at 
whnt  price  the  subscribers  upon  the  second  sub- 
scription should  bo  obliged  Co  tnke  Sourb-Sea 
stock?  Some  were  for  26yf.and  othersforSOSf. 
nnd  alter  several  speeches  (by  Mr.  Horatio 
Walpole,  Mr,  Yonge,  Mr.  Robert  Walpole, 
Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  Broderick,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr. 
Lowifaer,  Mr.  Harsley,  Mr.  Milner,  andsir  John 
Eyies)  it  nss  agreed  without  dividing,  that  the 
said  subscribers  should  take  stock  at  2031. 

The  next  quetciou  was,  whether  brokers,  or 
such  os  had  acted  as  brokers  for  brokeridge, 
wlio  hod  burrowed  money  rif  the  Soutb-^a 
Company  upon  stock,  or  subscription-receij.tSj 
should,  like  Che  other  borrowers,  oe  dfscharged 
from  all  farther  domamls,  by  paying  to  the 
casliier  of  the  said  Company  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  money  borrowed  ? But  after  some  debate, 
it  was  carried  by  02  voces  against  42,  that  the 
said  brokers  should  be  exempted,  and  a danse 
was  added  to  the  bill,  to  oblige  them  to  pay 
die  whole  money  borrowed. 

After  this  sir  Thomas  Crosse  declared,  that 
upoB  looking  over  ibe  South-Sea  books,  Ins 
found  dial  many  of  the  borrowers  had  nut  given 
any  security  for  iba  money  borrowed,  for  three 
months,  or  therenboutv,  alter  the  money  lenri 
upon  which  the  question  was  put,  and  carried 
without  a divisiou,  that  all  those  who  had  bor- 
rowed money  of  Uie  Company,  and  had  not 
given  security,  by  transfening  stock,  nr  sub- 
scription receipts,  fourteen  days  after  the  money 

and  taken  from  any  of  Choir  fellow  subjects. 
For  when  Uie  preuedentbf  suspc^iding  the  Inw 
is  once  introduced,  whose  turn  it  may  be  to 
suffer  next,  no  man  knows.  These  men,  for  die 
sake  of  an  immediate  advantngo,  would  rejoice, 
it  seems,  in  an  accofpartiamauc  which  should 
distress  their  brethren,  sad  destroy  (heir  pro- 
pertv;  but,  Tam  satiiGed,  such  rtjoicing  would 
not  last  tuug ; tlic  pleasure,  as  it  is  a barbarons 
one,  would  also  be  a short-lived  one.  For  rhe 
same  means  which  are  made  use  of  to  plunder 
these  men  to  day  maybe  made  use  of  to  plunder 
tlicm  to  morrow.  And  if  we ‘■huul  I be  so  un- 
happy to  fhll  into  the  hands  of  sucli  n parlia- 
ment ns  these  men  wish  fir  ; a parliament  of 
the  same  narrow  nnd  self-iuieresied  princt- 
u!m  with  themselves;  lliisone  precedent  would 
b^^al^^d^cd  ^u^til^atiop  . of  ^ GcvsitAi, 
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lent,  should  be  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  money. 
Severe!  other  ameiidmeDta  were  made  to  the 
bill,  which  being  reported  the  next  day  to  the 
Houte  by  Mr.  Fnrrcr,  some  of  llictn  were 
agreect  to  ; but  when  they  came  to  that  relating 
to  the  brokers,  the  same  occ.-isiimecl  a coosi* 
(leral)le  debate.  Mr.  llobert  Walf>ole  among 
tlie  rest  expressed  liis  apprehensions,  (hat 
obliging  the  brokers  to  repay  the  whole  money 
they  iiad  burrowed,  might  rather  be  detrimen- 
tat,  tlian  advantageous  to  public  credit,  and 
occasion  the  &II  of  the  South-Sea  stock,  which 
was  iiDwppon  the  rise;  and  tliat  the  brokers, 
to  excuse  themselves,  miaht  probably  accuse 
otbers,  whicli  would  aifnrd  fresh  matter  of  com. 
pUint  and  dispute,  tlicreforc  he  moved  that  the 
said  clause  be  left  nut  of  the  bill.  He  was  an- 
swered by  general  Ross  and  Mr.  Slopcr ; but 
upon  the  question  being  put,  it  wns  carried  by 
a great  mainrity,  that  the  brokers  should  only 
be  excepted  from  the  clause  relating  to  tiie  bor- 
rowers; that  is  to  say,  that  they  should  not  be 
obliged  to  repay  the  whole  money  by  them  bor- 
row^ ; nor  yet  be  discharged  from  farther  de- 
mands, by  paying  ten  per  cent,  of  the  money 
borrowed;  but  be  lell  either  to  compound  with 
the  South-Sea  Company,  nr  to  ]>e  sued  at  com- 
mon law.  The  other  amendment,  relating  to 
the  borrowers,  who  had  not  transferred  their 
•lock,  or  subscription-receipts  in  due  time,  was 
also  left  out  of  the  bill. 

Aug.  7.  The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  up  to  the  Lords  ; after 
which,  the  Commons  adjourned  to  the  10th,  on 
which  day  die  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Lords, 
end  received  the  Royal  Assent. 

The  King's  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Ses- 
sion.] August  10.  The  King  came  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Comraons  being  sent 
for  up,  and  mining,  the  Lord  ChanccJlur,  by 
his  majesty's  command,  reud  the  following 
Speecii  to  butb  Houses  : 

“ My  Lords  aud  Gentlemen  ; 

**  1 am  glut!  tliat  the  luaiitess  of  this  and  the 
(vrmer  session  is  at  length  brought  to  such  a 
period,  that  I have  now  an  opportunity  nf  giv- 
ing you  some  recess,  after  the  great  pains  you 
have  taken  in  tlie  service  of  the  public. 

“ The  common  calamity,  occasicincJ  by  the 
wicked  execution  of  the  South-Sea  scheme, 
was  become  so  very  great  before  your  meeting, 
that  the  providing  proper  remedies  for  it  was 
very  difficult : But  it  is  a great  comfort  to  me, 
to  observe,  that  PubUc  Credit  now  begins  to  re- 
cover : wbich  gives  me  the  grentest  hopes  that 
it  will  be  entirely  restored,  when  all  the  provi- 
aioDS  you  have  made  for  eliai  end,  shall  be  duly 
put  in  execution. 

“ 1 have  great  compassion  for  ifac  sufferings 
of  the  innocent,  and  a just  indignatinii  against 
the  guilty;  and  have  readily  given  my  assent  to 
such  bills  as  you  have  presence^  to  me,  for  pu- 
nishing the  authors  nf  our  late  misforcuiiea,  and 
fur  olitainiiigihe  restitution  nnd  suiisfaciioo  due 
to  tlioKwih«i;stii.1?,ceni^'«.inifcjiliein,.i»sashi 
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manner  as  you  judged  proper.  1 was  at  iLa 
same  timf,  willing  and  desirous,  by  my  free  and 
general  pardoQ,  to  give  ease  and  quiet  to  the 
rest  of  my  subjects,  many  of  wtiuin  may,  in 
such  a general  iiifacoation,  have  been  unwarily 
drawn  lo  to  transgress  tlie  laws. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

“ I return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
supplies  you  have  granted  for  the  current  ser- 
vice of  ibis  year ; and  particularly  fur  your  eu. 
abling  me  to  discharge  the  debts  nnd  arrears  on 
the  Civil  List,  and  to  make  good  the  engage- 
ments I wus  under  for  procuring  peace  in  the 
North,  wbicli  io  nil  probability,  will  now  very 
soon  be  concluded.  These  instances  of  jouc 
faithful  endeavours  to  support  the  hocour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  at  home  and  abroad,  are 
fresh  marks  of  your  Zealand  affection  to  my 
person  nnd  govemmeut. 

“ My  Lords  and  Genclemen ; 

" I take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  yon, 
tliat  we  have  renewed  all  our  treaties  oi  com- 
merce  with  Spain,  upon  the  same  foot  as  they 
were  settled  before  tlie  laio  war;  which  most 
necessarily  prove  an  immediate  and  vulushle 
advantage  to  the  trade  and  miinufactures  of 
this  kingdom. 

“ I earnestly  recommend  to  you  all,  in  your 
several  stations,  to  suppress  profoneness  sod 
immorality,  and  lo  preserve  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  kiagdum. 

. You  are  all  sensible,  that  the  discontents 
occasioned  by  the  great  losses  that  many  of 
my  subjects  liave  sustained,  have  been  indov 
tnously  raised  and  inflamed  by  malicious  nnd 
seditious  libels ; but  I make  no  doubt,  but  that, 

, by  your  prudent  conduct  in  your  sevemi  coun- 
tries, all  the  enemies  of  my  government,  who 
Qattered  themselves  they  sliould  be  able  to  uke 
advantage  from  our  misfortunes,  nnd  blow  up 
the  sufferings  nf  my  people  into  popular  dls- 
; content  and  disafftetion,  will  be  disappoiuted 
.in  ilieir  wicked  designs  and  expectations.'' 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued 
the  Parliament  to  the  19tb  day  of  October. 

SEVENTH  AND  LAST  SESSION  OF  THE 
FIFTH  PARLIAMENT  OF  GREAT 
mUTAlN. 

The  King’s  Speseh  on  Opening  the  iSrwie*-] 
October  19.  The  Parliament  being  met,  tlx 
l\ing  came  to  the  House  of  Peers,  aud  tk 
Coniiiious  attending,  his  Majesty,  by  the  mouth 
of  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  made  the  follow* 
ing  Speech  to  bulb  Houses: 

“ My  Lords  nnd  Gentlemen; 

“ I acquainted  you,  when  we  parted  lasb 
with  our  Having  renewed  all  our  Treaties  of 
Commerce  with  Spain;  siuee  which,  peat*"  I 
h.xppily  restored  in  the  Nortbi  by  ibe  eonci#' 
S'ou  of  the  treaty  between  the  Csat  and  tus 
king  of  Sweden ; and  by  that  which  I 
made  with  the  Moors,  a great  number  of  raj 
subjects  are  delivered  from  slavery; 

Juieiv  c>fi,-4heiiii  .•«  libcss  par“  ““ 
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iforict,  are,  fbr  the  future,  secured  from  falling 
under  Chat  dreadful  calimiij. 

" Id  this  lituation  of  affairs  are  should  be 
exercmely  wanting  to  ourselves,  if  we  u^lecied 
to  improve  the  uvourable  opportuoitjr,  wlijrli 
this  general  tranquillit;  gives  ui,  of  exieiiding 
oor  cnmtnerce,  upon  which  tJie  riches  and 
grandeur  of  thb  nation  chiefl;  depend,  it  is 
eerjr  obvious,  that  noihiiig  would  more  con- 
duce CO  the  obcainiug  so  public  a good,  than  to 
make  the  exportntiun  of  our  own  manufaetures, 
and  the  importation  of  the  eocnniudities  used 
incite  manuiaccanng  of  them,  as  practicable 
and  east  as  ma;  be ; b;  this  means,  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  may  he  preserved  in  our  favour, 
our  navigntinii  increased,  and  greater  numbers 
ofour  pnor  employed. 

“ 1 must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you, 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Coaimoos,  Co  con- 
sider bow  (or  the  Duties  upon  these  branches 
niny  be  taken  off,  and  replaced,  without  any 
violation  of  public  faith,  or  laying  any  iiet« 
burthen  upon  my  people.  And  I promise  my- 
self, that  by  a due  consideration  of  this  matter, 
the  produce  of  those  duties,  compared  with  the 
iiiGnite  advantages  that  will  accrue  to  the 
kingdom  by  their  being  mken  off,  wilt'be  found 
so  uiconsiderable,  as  to  leave  little  room  for 
any  difficulties  or  objections. 

“ The  supplying  ourselves  with 'Naval  Stores, 
upon  terms  toe  most  easy  and  least  precarious, 
teems  highly  to  deserve  the  care  and  atteotiou 
of  parlioment.  Our  Plantations  m America 
naturally  abound  with  most  of  the  .proper  ma- 
terials for  this  neoessary  and  essential  part  of 
V)ur  Cmile  and  maritime  strength ; and  if,  by 
<Ta»  enenuragement,  we  could  be  furuished 
from  thence  with  those  naval  stores,  which  we 
are  now  obliged  to  purchase,  and  bring  friim 
foreign  countries,  it  would  not  only  greatly 
contribace  to  Che  riches,  influence,  and  power 
of  this  nacioD,  but,  by  employing  our  own  colo- 
oiet  in  this  useful  and  advantageous  service, 
divert  cbem  froin  setting  up,  and  carrying  on 
manufactures  which  directly  interfere  with 
those  orGresd-Briiain. 

Gen*ileaieo  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 

“ It  will  be  a great  pleasure  to  me,  if,  u 
raising  the  Supplies  of  this  year,  it  may  be  so 
ordered,  that  my  people  muy  reap  some  im- 
mediate benefit  from  tlie  present  cireumstancea 
of  afinin  abroad.  1 have  ordered  Estimates  to 
be  prepared  for  tbe  service  of  the  ensuing  year, 
and  likewise  an  Account  of  the  Dubu  of  tbe 
Navy,  to  he  laid  before  you.  You  cannot  but 
be  sensible  of  the  ill  consequences  that  arise 
from  such  a large  debt  remaining  unprovided 
for;  nnd  that  aalungas  the  Navy  and  Victual- 
ling Bills  are  at  a very  high  discount,- they  do 
not  only  affect  all  other  public  credit,  but 
greatly  increase  thr:  charge  and  expence  cf  the 
current  senice.  It  is  therefore  very  much  to 
he  wished,  chat  you  could  find  u metuod  of  dis- 
charging this  part  of  the  National  Debt,  which, 
of  all  nchers,  it  the  moil  heavy  and  burthen- 
some,  aud  by  thai  means  have  it  in  your  power 


which  from  an  absolute  necessity,  they  have  been 
obliged  to  pay. 

“ My  Ixirdsaiid  Gentlemen; 

“ Tbe  unspeakable  misery  and  desoUtioa 
that  has  of  late  raged  in  some  parts  of  Eu- 
rope *,  cannot  but  be  a sufficient  warning  to 
os,  to  use  all  possible  precautions  to  prtveuc 
tbe  coBtagion  from  being  brdUght  in  among  us; 
or  if  these  kingduius  should  be  visited  with  such 
a fata]  calamity,  to  be  ia  a condition,  with  cha 
blessing  of  God,  to  stop  its  farther  progress. 
And  us  nil  other  provisions  will  bo  aliogetiiee 
vain  and  fruitless,  if  the  abooiiiiable  prsctica 
of  running  of  goods  he  not,  at  once,  toiMly  sup- 
pressed, I most  earuestly  recommend  to  yuu, 
to  let  no  other  constder.ition  stand  in  compe- 
ticioo  with  a due  care  of  preserving  so  many 
tliousaud  lives. 

“ The  several  affairs  which  I have  nientiooeil 
to  you,  being  of  the  highest  and  most  immc; 
dime  concern  to  tbe  w^ole  kingdom,  I doubt 
not  but  yuu  willclitcr  bilo  the  consideration  oC 
them  with  chat  temper,  unanimity,  and  dis- 
patch, chat  the  necessity  and  importance  u( 
them  require.” 

THe  Zords' Addresi  ^ TAanks.]  The  Lords, 
on  the  notion  of  lord  Teynham,  agreed  to  the 
following  Address; 

“ Most  Gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  tbe  Locus  Spiritual  and  Temporal  ia 
parliament  assembled,  b«  leave  Co  return  yout 
majescy  our  most  beaccy  ’Thanks  for  your  ma- 
jesty’s most  ^cious  Speech  from  the  throne; 
and  for  the  great  compassion  you  have  shewn 
to  such  of  your  subjects,  ai  have  bad  the  misr 
fortune  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Moors. 
And  we  do  at  the  same  time  congratulate  yout 
majesty,  upon  the  success  of  your  endeavours 
for  restoring  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
And  we  auure  your  majesty,  Thar,  as  the  se- 
veral psniculars  you  have  been  pleased  to 
menuon  to  us,  are  instances  of  the  greatest 
affection  to  your  people,  and  the  tcnderesC  con- 
ceru  for  their  interest  and  security,  so  we  will 
on  our  part  ironsider,  with  all  temper,  unani- 
mity, and  dispatch,  wbai  your  majesty  bos 
been  pleased  to  lay  before  us;  and  will  do  all 
in  our  power  towards  attaining  the  great  and 
good  ends,  wlticb  your  majesty  has  so  grsci- 


• “ The  plume  raged  this  year  in  tbe  sou* 
cbern  parts  of  France,  particularly  at  Mar- 
seilles. On  this  occasion  a proclamation  wot 
pablished,  forbidding  any  person  to  coma  into 
England  C'rum  pny  part  uf  Franco,  between  the 
bay  of  Biscay  and  Dunkirk,  wiclroecceniticate* 
of  health,  Tho  streets  were  ordered  to  he 
pavod  ntid  kepi  clean;  and  an  act  of  .parlia- 
nient  passerl  the  Inst  session  f<r  preremiou  of 
infection,  by  building  of  pcst-housei,  to  vriiich 
the  infected  persona,  or  healthy  of  an  infected 
family,  were  to  be  removed,  and  by  ordering 
trendies  or  lines  to  be  drawn  round  any  city, 
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ouly  recoaucended  to  U5,  In  Aivour  of  Uic 
trade,  ease  and  tafet;  of  your  people." 

Tie  Klng’t  Awer.]  To  tbis  the  King  made 
the  following  Answer : 

“ My  Lords ; 

” I tliaiilt  you  tor  this  loyn]  and  dutiful  Ad- 
dress. The  xeni  you  express  for  tny  person  and 
gOTemment,  and  fur  the  interest  and  happiuess 
of  my  people,  gives  me  great  sstitfkctioh." 

T/ie  Commons’  Addrm  of  Thanks^  The 
Commons  being  returned  to  c|ieir  House,  sir 
Geor«  Oxenden  moved  for  ns  Address  of 
'J'hanlts,  which  was  ananimously  agreed  to. 

October  SO.  Sir  George  Oxeuden,  chair- 
mao  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up 
the  said  Address,  reported  the  same  to  the 
House,  and  upoo  the  Speaker's  putting  the 
nestiun,  Whether  this  should  pass  as  die  Ad- 
ress  of  the  House?  Mr.  Arthur  Moore  said, 
Ue  thought  the  expressions  relating  to  the  pre- 
venting niaaing  of  goods  were  ton  general ; and 
that, in  his  opinion,  the  best  way  to  prevent 
that  pemidous  practice,  was  to  take  ofir  some 
of  the  high  duties,  whereby  the  cemptatiou  to 
smuuliug  would  ve^muchabate;  since  people 
would  not  tliink  it  worth  their  while  to  run 
great  liuxsrds  for  a small  gain.  And  besid^ 
if  die  duties  ivere  lessened,  the  Iniportation,  in 
all  probability,  would  inciease  propordunably; 
so  that  the  caetoins  might  omoant  to  as  nmcli, 
witli  a smaller  duty,  as  they  do  nt  present; 
and  if  they  did  not,  ways  might  be  fouad  to 
mnke  np  the  deficiency  to  lliu  orowu.  Ko- 
Ching  of  moment  was  offered  against  this 
Speech ; but,  the  Xbiuse  not  thinking  it  proper 
to  enter  than  upon  the  consideration  of  iliat 
matter,  the  Address,  as  it  bnd  been  drawn  up, 
vus  nppiovcd,  Bud  the  uext  day  presented  lo 
the  King  by  die  whole  House,  as  I'olluvis : 

*<  Must  gracious  Sovereign ; 

We  year  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  Inynl 
■abjects,  the  Commons, of  Great-Hriciin  in 
parliament  nssemhlvd,  hw  leave  tu  rcioni  your 
majesty  imr  unfel^ued  Thanks  tor  your  must 
gracious  SpeMb  from  the  throne. 

Wecongratuiateyour  majesty  upon  thesne- 
eess  that  has  nttendort  your  unwearied  appli- 
cation tur  restoring  ttnuquillicy  to  Enrojie,  foe 
shearing  our  coromerce  by  (Katies,  iinJ  for  re- 
leusing  great  numbers  of  your  suhjoeis  frum 
slitvcry  aiiiong  die  Moois,  aud  for  delivering 
tlie  trading  part  of  the  nation  rrom  the  appie- 
bensions  of  the  like  calamity  fur  the  futur..>; 
which  ore  so  many  instances  of  your  luaiesiy'i 
goodness,  in  wliiu  all  your  suhjcci-i  urv  ei> 
nearly  concerned,  that  we  are  no  less  IhiudiI 
by  iutereet,  than  led  by  iiidioation  and  duty, 
Sios*  thankfully  to  acuowledge  the^e  happy 
•Sects  of  your  majesty's  care  for  voar  people. 

“ Your  niajest/s  recommending  to  us  to 
improve  the  general  tranquillity  abroad,  to- 
wards excendmg  and  enUrging  uur  commerce, 
b an  additional  proof,  how  much  year  majesty 
lias  the  real  interest  of  Great-Britsin  nt  heart, 
in  all  your  counsels  sad  undertakings. 

“ Your..Coitppaos  .ihprougi^  Hiuible 
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that  our  poor ^mimot  be  euffifuentiy  employed 
nor  the  balance  of  uado  be  long  preserved  in 
our  favour,  while  such  dodes  are  concinned,  as 
ehher  clog  the  exportation  of  our  own  raann- 
foctures,  or  render  the  manufactoriug  of  them 
at  home  less  easy  and  practicable ; and  they 
will  most  cbeerfimy  apply  Ihemselvm  to  con- 
sider how  far  such  duties  can  be  taken  off  and 
replaced  without  laying  any  new  burthen  on 
your  people,  or  violating  the  public  faith;  hav- 
ing neat  reosen  to  promise  themselves,  thu 
the  free  circulation  of  trade,  which  must  natu- 
rally sncceed  upon  the  taking  off  this  pressure, 
will,  in  a short  space  of  time,  compensate  any 
diminution  of  the  customs,  which  this  aUeratioa 
may  occosioD  for  the  present. 

And  sintx  the  trade,  navigation,  and  safety 
of  this  nation  must  remain,  in  some  measure, 
precarious,  ns  long  as  we  are  under  the  neces- 
sity of  purcliasii^  and  importing  oil  oor  naval 
stores  from  foreign  countries,  your  majesty’s 
most  faidifiit  Commons  will  do  their  utdrost 
endeavours,  that  this  important  and  beneficial 
branch  of  t^e  may  be  supplied  from  your 
majesty's  plantations  in  America,  and  thereby 
divert  our  colonies  from  setting  up  mcuufa^ 
(ures,  wliicli  directly  interfere  with  those  of 
their  motlier^ouotry. 

“ Your  majesiy's  tender  concern  to  have  tb* 
Supplies  of  this  sessiou  so  ordered,  (hot  your 
subjects  may  be  among  the  earliest  in  reaping 
the  happy  effects  of  the  general  tranquillity 
abroad,  canuot  fail  of  exciting  in  your  faithiul 
Commons  mdesire  of  making  suitthle  returns, 
by  proceeding,  with  all  alacrity,  to  grant  the 
necessary  Supplies  for  the  current  service  of 
the  yenr,  and  for  discharging  the  heavy  Debt 
uf  the  Navy:  And  we  find  ourselves  migagW, 
by  nil  the  ties  of  duty  and  interest,  to  senond 
your  majesty’s  provident  intentions,  for  sd]»- 
pressing  ilie  infiimous  and  peroidoos  practice 
of  Tuntuug  goods;  which,  besides  tliatitde* 
frauds  tlie  public  Kvenues  nnd  discourages  the 
honest  trader,  may,  at  (his  juncture,  indanger 
the  health  and  lives  of  mnny  thousands  of  your 
niuji'sty’s  iqnocent  subjects, 

“ The  sever.ll  points  which  your  m^es^  hss 
been  graciously  pleased  to  reemsmeud  to  us, 
carry  in  llieni  sucli  evident  marks  of  your  ma- 
jesty’s  paternal  and  most  nSectioiiaie  couceru 
for  yenr  people,  and  ara  of  such  lasting  com- 
quvtice  to  the  welfare  eud  safety  uf  this  natiou, 
(hill  tve  should  be  iuexcusable,  if  we  did  not, 
by  a ready  concurrence  on  uor  parts,  dn  all  in 
OUT  power  CO  render  t!«?se  your  majesty's  most 
gracious  purposes  eflVctnal ; and  proceed  in  the 
consideration  of  them  with  such  temper,  uni- 
i.imicy,  and  dispatch,  as  may  fully  answer  your 
majesty's  expfctaiions,  and  defeat  the  des^s 
(>f  those  who  hops  for  any  other  cantentions 
nuiongst  us,  but  of  xeal  and  affection  towards 
)our  laojeaty's  tawed  person  and  government. 

TAe  King’s  Answer.]  To  which  the  K>b| 
gave  this  Answer: 

<■  Gentlemen;  . 

“llTffpm  jqivpii! 
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iajii  Address,  and  for  tbe  asssrances  jnn  give 
me  of  going  through  the  weighty  affiuri  cow 
before  you  witli  unnnnoity  and  dispatch ; and  I 
piomise  myself,  your  experience  seal 
and  applicalioc,  time  my  good  wishes  fisr  tbe 
welfare  an'!  prosper!^  of  my  people,  will  be 
rendered  eCectunl.” 

JkbatrintAe.Commmuen  IheSupply.']  Oc- 
tober S7.  The  Common^  in  a grand  com* 
nittee,  considered  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted 
to  hh  majesty;  and,  in  the  iSrst  plnce,  went 
opOD  the  State  of  the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  as  it 
Mood  ou  the  SOth  of  September  1721,’which 
amounted  to  about  l,700,000f.  Ucre^un 

Mr.  Freevuin  stood  up,  and  wiiu  some 
wanuih  aiiinuulvened  upon  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  ihei  part  of  ifae  administntioD,  say- 
ing, among  other  things.  It  wns  nutter  of 
wonder,  how  so  great  a debt  could  be  incurred, 
when  the  parliament  bad  provided  fur  what 
bad  been  desired  upon  that  bead.  lie  was  se- 
conded by 

Mr.  SMppm,  who  hinted,  Hiat  such  extra- 
ordinary expsQces  could  not  be  for  the  imme- 
diate service  of  Great-Britaiii,  but  in  ull  pro- 
bability, for  the  preservation  of  some  foreign 
acquisitions. 

Mr.  Plvimer  answered  them  both  in  a very 
smart  speech.  Upon  which 

Sir  Jauph  Jekyll  said,  Tliai  he  was  not 
gainst  providing  for  any  Just  public  debt;  but 
tliac,  in  his  opinion,  they  could  dot  answer  it, 
either  tn  themselves,  of  those  they  had  the 
honour  to  represenL  if  they  gave  away  the 
nation’s  money  blindfold;  and  therefore  he  de- 
sired, that  the  House  might  be  informed,  how 
so  great  n debt  liad  been  contracted  t I’o  ibis 

Mr.  R.  Walpclt  replied.  Nothing  in  tbe 
world  nss  mure  reneonable;  end  cber^ore  he 
bached  the  m'ltion  for  having  ■ particular  Ac- 
count Of  that  Debt  laid  before  (he  Honse;  but, 
la  the  mean  lime,  be  might  assure  them,  that 
near  I.IOO.OOOA  of  u nns  coutracted  in  tbe 
last  reign;  and  ns  the  persons  now  in  the  ad- 
ministration, were  uot  answer^te  for  that  part, 
nchher  did  they  desire  that, above  ono  nulBgii 
of  itsli'juld  be  this  year  provided  for. 

Hereupon  theiiuetion  being  put,  “That  one 
million  be  granted  tbwiiids  paying  off  tbe  Debt 
of  the  Navy,”  it  was  carried  without  dividing; 
Tlien  the  SneoltBr  having  rtsnmed  tbe  chnir,  it 
wasresolveo,  according  lo  sir  Joseph  Jekylt’s 

motion,  to  address  hivmajeaty  « foran  Account 
of  all  monov  gran'cd  by  parliament  fur  ilie 
service  of  tile  Navy,  from  the  1st  of  January 
1710;  ami  how  far  the  said  money  has  bedn 
hsued  for  that  purpose,  and  what  the  excessof 
■he  expeoce  above  the  provision  made  by  |»r- 
liament  has  every  year  amounted  to,  and  what 
were  the  causes  of  such  excess.” 

Oct.  SI.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
fbr  the  ^oose  U resolve  itself  into  a grand 
Cnmiuitite,  to  consider  fartliur  of  ili«  supply 
granted  to  his  mnieity,  the  several  SsiimaiL-s 
and  Accounts  reTatitig  to  the  Land-forces, 
Clicisea-Uospiieieaads&dvu^ditdiiiKcil^ffCKr.’Kvi  . 
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ferred  to  the  said  committee:  but  a netreu 
being  made  by  Mr.  Treby,  that  the  Speiccr  do 
now  ienve  the  chair,  tlic  same  was  Ofipcnwl  hy 
Mr,  Freemen^  who  desired  that  iliiMfliur 
might  be  put  at  least  till  tbe  Friday  fiilow- 
ing,  ui«ng.  That  there  bad  not  beeh  suilcient 
time  nlTowed  to  tbe  members  to  peruse  uc  se- 
veral Accouma  and  Estimates,  mid,  tonse- 
quenily,  rticy  were  not  prepared  to  give  their 

Siiiiicni  thcreupun.  He  was  seconded  by  Mr. 

eysham;  but  Mr.  Yongc  ans<vcrcd(h«m  both; 
Mr.  Jfileries  having  i^lied  to  Mr,  Yonge,  be 
was  ntiswcrvd  by  Mr.  Treby,  the  Utter  byMr. 
dhippetu  to  whom  Mr.  R.  Walpole  having  re- 
plied, the  question  w.-is,  at  lut,  put  upon  Mr. 
Trehy's  moriou,  and  carried  in  itie  affirmative 
t>y  1^0  ngaiiisC  4o.  The  House  having  iber^ 
upon  resolved  itself  into  a grand  Cpmuitie^ 
Air.  Farrer  m tlie  chmr,  Mr.  Treby  moved. 
Time  n Supply  be  granted  foriiie  saute  number 
offiirciis  us  were  provided  fur  last  year,  via. 
I4,S9l  men,  including  conunission  and  non- 
couioissiunoQiceM,aud  idSOiuralids.  Thisw.is 
again  t^posed  by  Mr.  Freeman,  who  alledgcd. 
That  consideriag  tbe  general  irauquilluy,  Mth 
at  borne  and  abroad,  ibc  number  of  Loud- 
Furcas  miglit  be  reduced,  and  part  of  that  cx- 
pence' applied  to  more  important  uses:  but 
he  nos  answered  by  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole; 
andtfacquestinn  being  pur,  Mr.  Trehy's  motion 
was,  upon  a division,  carried  by  a majority  of 
131  votes  oguinst  37. 

Debate  U (he  lards  concerning  Mr.  Lam'* 
comi^oter  into  England.]  October  Earl 
Coningsby  represented  to  jheir  iucdihipa  how 
Anngerous  it  might  be,  no  several  uccuunts,JO 
entertaiu  and  countenance  such  a mnn  as  Mr, 
Law,®  and  desired  that  a day  might  be  np- 
nuinted  to  take  that  matter  into  consideration. 
Hereupon  it  was  ordered.  That  the  House  be 
called  liver  that  day  foriniglit. 


“ •*  John  Law,  e,q.  (one  of  the  early  frieoili 
andcompanionsofCaplainSteeltjwasmcraora- 
blalbrn.faul  duel,  in  1694,  with  Beau  Wilson; 
for  which  be  was  tried  at  the  Old  -B-viley;  and, 
being  couvicted,  received  a pardon  frpih  the 
crowa  ; Itl^wbs  detained  in  prison  by  the  re- 
lations uf  Air.  Wilson  under  an  appeal.  He 
found  nvrans,  however  to  escape:  and  going  to 
France,  became  tlte  founder  of  the  liunouc 
Afississipi  scheme.  lnl7Sl  (Imviogpacified  die 
surviving  relations  ofMr.  Wilson  tvitn  100,UCOf.S 
tic  returned  to  Engtoml,  where  be  csntiuutsd 
to  reside  lih  be  received  the  morufyiitE  intel- 
ligence of  ibe  conliscation  of  his  viliole  proi 
per^  in  Frnoce;  hut  being  conscious  of  tbe 
reeuturie  of  h^  cumliict  in  the  management 
of  the  fiuaiicea,  anti  ilmt  the  bulnnce' wuld, 
.upon  cisiuiontian,  he  found  consideralST  in 
his  favour,  he  hud  gi>od  reiio  n V3  flatter  him- 
self with  the  bopet  of  rearing  e ime  sum, 
especially  as  tic  Ilegcnt  alwuys  professed  a 
inOie  tlian  onlinaiy  a'^ard  fov  him,  and  con- 
tihu'  1 niinclually  to  nrmii  bis  ofBciu!  salary  of 
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higbnes.  Dec.  2, 1723,  was  a fatal  blow  to  tie 

Sesuf  Mr.  Law  j who,  in  a memorial  to  tlie 
e if  Bonrbon,  dated  Oct.  15,  1724,  states 
biinsef  as  “ bankrupt,  not  only  m France, 
but  alio  in  other  countries and  “ his  children 
courted  b';  tlie  most  considerable  families  in 
Prance,  as  dwiilule  of  fortune  and  esiablish- 
lucnl."— “ 1 hsd  in  ray  power,”  he  says  “ to 
bare  settled  my  (laughter  in  marriage  in  the 
first  houses  inlCaly,  Germany  and  England; 
but  I refused  all  ohW  of  that  nature,  thinking 
it  iuconsistent  with  my  duty  to,  and  my  af- 
fection for,  the  state  in  whese  service  I had 
the  honour  to  be  engoged.”  He  bad  a final 
adieu  to  Britain  in  172S;  and  Gaed  his  resi- 
dence at  Venice;  where  he  concluded  the  che- 
quered course  of  his  life,  in  a stdte.but  Tittle 
removed  from  indigence,  Match  21,  1729,  in 
his  58th  year."— Steele's  Correspondence,  vol. 
S,p.  520,  edit.  1809. 

The  following  account  of  the  Musissipi 
scheme  is  ^ven  by  Tindal : 

*' The  SoQih-SeaSchemescems  to  he  taken 
from  that  of  iheMississipi  Company  in  France, 
formed  by  Mr.  Law  the -last  year.  Mr.  Law 
was  bom  et  Edinburgh,  and  bad  proposed  to 
tbe  parliament  of  Scotland,  in  1705,  a scheme 
for  supplying  the  nation  with  money,  which 
though  favoured  by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  then 
bigb-commissiooer,  and  several  members  of 
parliament,  was  however  rejected.  Upon 
this  he  applied  himself  to  tlie  lord-treasurer 
Unriey,  end  transmitted  to  him  another  pro- 
posal for  the  increase  of  trade  and  credit,  but 
meeting  with  no  encouragement,  and  not  being 
able  to  get  his  pardoo,  for  having  killed  Beau 
Wilson  in  a duel,  he  was  compelled  to  live 
abroad,  where  after  undergoing  great  variety 
of  persecutions  from  his  enemies,  nc  settled  in 
France.  During  liis  stay  in  England,  he  had 
informed  himself  fully  of  the  mauagement  of 
the  Bank  and  East  India  Company,  and,  in 
order  to  settle  the  Guciuntiug  manner  of  things 
in  France,  he  proposed  to  the  Regent  to  lay  ibe 
foundation  of  credit  by  erecting  a Bank.  The 
Regent  approved  uf  the  scheme,  the  Bonk  was 
establishen ; the  King  began  the  subscription 
tbe  Regent  followed,  with  innumerable  others. 
Tills  project  met  with  such  success,  that,  in 
three  subscriptions,  more  than  all  the  Inuney  in 
France  was  said  to  he  subscribed  to  it:  for,  by 
the  end  of  tbe  year  1719,  bills  were  given  out 
for  640  millions  of  livres,  which  exceeds  tbe 
value  of  the  billscirculated  by  all  (lie  Banks  iu 
Europe.  There  was  added  a circulation  of 
S60  millions,  and  the  whole  amounted  to  1,000 
millions  of  livres,  making  above  S8  millions  of 
pomids  sterling  at  the  Exchange  Chen  current, 
" A Bank  being  thus  erected,  and  credit  es- 
tablished, Mr.  Law  formed  the  project  of  ilie 
Mississipi  or  India  Company,  who  were  Co  have 
the  sole  privilege  of  the  trade  to  Louisiana^  or 
the  coomr^  of  no  oallcd  fiom  a river 
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bis  Mmesty's  Speech,  and  proposed  the  Mon> 
day  following.  Hereupon 

The  Earl  Coningsby  stood  up  and  said,  He 


nf  that  name,  which  runs  ibrougbit  from  North 
to  South,  Pursuant  to  this  scheme,  a subscrip- 
tion of  stock  was  opened,  and  all  were  admitted 
to  subscribe.  The  sum  first  proposed  to  be 
raised  was  only  CO  million  ofhvres,  to  be  sub- 
scribed in  slate-bills.  These  state-bills  or  pub- 
lic securities  were  then  very  low,  being  ftoni  S7 
to  63  per  cent,  discount ; hut,  as  they  were  re- 
ceived at  par  wichnut  any  loss  in  the  company's 
stock,  the  first  subscripiiou  of  60  uiillions  was 
toon  filled.  The  capital  stock  was  then  eu. 
larged  Co  100  millions,  and  the  actions  or  shares 
rose  to  ISO.  After  this  a new  creation  of  actions 
was  made  for  25  millions  more,  which  were  de- 
livered out  at  110,  and  soon  rose  to  200.  Aspeo- 
pie  appeared  very-eager  to  lay  oocihejr  mo- 
ney tnis  way,  aa  arret  of  the  council  of  state 
was  published,  for  circulating  bank-bills,  to 
the  value  of  25  millions,  in  the  Mississipi  com- 
pany, upon  which  the  actions,  about  Midsum- 
liter  1719,  run  up  560.  The  company,  finding 
their  credit  so  well  established,  proposed  to 
tend  tiie  king  50  millions,  for  which  iliere  was 
a new  cre.ition  of  actions  for  25  raillinns,  upon 
the  foot  of  200  per  action.  About  tbe  end  of 
August,  the  company  proposed  to  the  king 
another  loan  of  1200  millioos,  at  three  per 
cent.  As  the  aciiouswcre  now  advanceatu 
1,200,  the  company,  in  order  to  raise  tlie  Inan 
opeu^  their  books  for  500  millions,  by  the  sale 
of  50  millions  of  actions,  ut  the  rate  of  1,000 
pu  action.  The  subscriptions  were  filled  in  a 
few  boon;  and,  in  less  than  three  weeks,  two 
subscriptions  more,  fur  the  like  sum  of  50Q 
millions  each,  were  opened  with  liie  saoie  suc- 
cess. Tfia  first  payment  of  these  three  sub- 
scriptions rose  an  considerably,  as  to  be  sold  at 
300  percent,  profit.  From  that  lime  the  ao 
tions  rose  tn  2,050. 

“The  Mississipi  stock  was  in  its  greatest 
prosperity  during  the  monilis  of  November 
and  December  1^19;  aud,intlie  .lanuary  fol- 
ing,  Mr.  L.-uv,  who  was  become  the  greatest 
subject  in  Europe,  was  made  comptroller-ge- 
neral of  tbe  finances  of  Prance.  From  that 
lime  tlie  stoiA  began  to  decline,  and  by  tlie 
end  of  May,  all  tbiiigs  fell  into  confusion  ut 
Paris,  occasioned  by  au  arret  to  reduce  bank 
notes  and  actions  oldie  company.  Mr. Law 
resigned  his  place,  and  'uid  two  Swiss  officers 
gives  him  for  his  guard.  By  this  projeet  the 
state  indeed  gained  immense^,  1,500  millions 
of  the  king's  debts  being  transported  from 
him  to  the  people,  who  were  content  to  dis- 
charge the  public,  and  owe  the  money  to  one 
another.  Gonsequeiuly,  when  the  fall  came 
(except  a few  great  fortunes  that  were  madel 
tliere  was  almost  a general  ruin  throiigb  all 
France.  This  revolution  of  the  Wisvjssipt 
stock  at  Paris  was  not  regarded  in  England, 
where  the  like  infatuatioii  universally  pre» 
vailed,  and  was  followed  by  cite  like  eoa«v 
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waa  not  aeuost  that  motion,  but  drat  their 
meeting  ciiia  day,  io  a full  house,  mat  in  order 
to  consider  of  the  dangerous  consequences  of 
Mr.  Law's  cooling  ever,  at  diia  critical  Junc- 
ture. That,  fur  his  uwn  part,  liis  lordship 
could  not  but  entertain  some  jealoosy  of  a 
person  who  had  dune  su  much  mischief  in  a 
neighbouriug  IcingJoiD  i and  who  being  so  im- 
mensely ricli,  os  lie  was  reported  to  be,  migfit 
do  a great  deal  more  hart  here,  by  Umpenng 
with  many  who  were  ^uwn  desperate  by  being 
involved  in  tlie  coiamity  occasinned  by  the  fatu 
imitation  of  his  perotcioas  projects.  That  this 
person  was  the  mure  dangerous,  in  that  be  re- 
nounced not  only  his  nataral  affection  to  his 
country,  and  his  allegiance  to  liis  lawful  sove- 
reign, by  being  naturalized  in  France,  and 
openly  countenancing  the  Pretender's  friends ; 
but,  which  was  worst  of  tli,  and  weighed  most 
with  his  lordship,  that  he  olsii  renounced  his 
God,  by  turning  Roman  Cstbulic.  Concluding, 
that  they  ot^nt  to  inquire,  whether  sir  John 
Norris  had  orders  to  tiring  him  over  1 To  tliis 
last  part  of  the  earl  Coaiugsby’s  Speech, 

Lord  Carlerel  answered,  in  substance,  That 
Mr.  Law  had  many  years  ago  the  misfortane  to 
bill  a gentleman  in  a duel,  but  that  having  at 
last  received  the  benefit  of  the  hin^s  clemency, 
and  the  appeal  lodged  by  the  relations  of 
die  deceas^,  being  taken  off,  be  was  come 
over  to  plead  his  majesty's  most  gracious  par- 
don : tliat  there  was  no  law  to  keep  any  Eng- 
lishman out  uf  his  own  countiy  ; nod  as  Mr. 
Law  was  a subject  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  not 
even  in  the  Uiig's  power  to  binder  him  fkim 
coming  over,  if  he  thought  fit.  To  this 
The  Lord  Trivor  replied,  That  Mr.  Law 
was,  indeed,  a sabject  of  Great  Britain,  and 
therefore,  as  such,  fiad  aa  undoubted  right  to  i 
.come  hither  ; but  that  tiie  circuinstaoces  of'a  I 
person  of  bis  character  being  brnuglit  over  on  , 
Donni  an  English  admiral,  and  at  tliii  juncture  ' 
of  time,  might  deserve  the  consideration  of  that 

Earl  Cowper  spoke  much  to  tlic  s.'ime  ellect  i 
but,  however,  that  matter  was  set  aside,  by  the 
lordNoiihand  Grey’s  moving.  That  the  House 
be  called  over  that  day  sev'hniglit.  This  being 

3ased  by  some  lords,  who  desired  that  the 
might  be  put  off  for  a fortnight, 

Earl  Css^rsaid,  It  was  the  constant  nsage 
of  parliameuis.for  the  House  tn  be  sumiiioiied,.to 
go  upon  business,  a few  days  after  their  meet- 
ing, that  his  majesty  had,  in  bis  lute  Speech 
from  the  throne,  meutioned  things  of  so  great 
importance  to  the  nniioii,  that,  for  Iiis  uwu 
art,  he  look  shame  to  himself,  that  Leliad  not, 
efure  this  time,  proposed  a Call  of  the  House, 
to  take  the  said  Speech  into  consideration : 
and  that  they  were  very  much  obliged  to  that 
noble  lord  fur  mekiug  now  that  motion. 

This  was  seconded  by  the  duke  of  Wharton, 
the  lord  Trevor,  and 

Earl  Coningsty,  which  last,  ia  particular, 
said,  That  there  were  some  very  remarkable 
tilings  in  that  Speech,  which  he  would  point  out 
to  their  lordshipsr^.i^«tt  ji.  gtuas  te  -he  cohid*. 


dered  ; and  that  he  should  cake  the  fiberty,  not. 
only  Co  take  notice  of  that  speech,  but  to  com. 
pure  it  with  two  speeches  of  the  last  sessioo, 
and  see  tiow  they  agreed ; tliut,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  could  doc  forbear  taking  notice  of  a 
design  of  building  Barracks,  under  the  notion 
of  Pest-llousei,  which  liis  lordship  confessed 
gave  him  some  uneasiness;  for  it  being  a thiug 
we  were  not  usdd  to,  it  looked  like  a design  to 
'Rarrison  Standing  Forces,  to  awe  the  city  of 
London.  Hereupon, 

i-ord  Tffirnihendsaid,  That  the  very  reasons 
which  some  lords  bnd  mnde  use  of,  for  appoint- 
ing a sliort  day,  weighed  rather  with  liim  for 
putting  off  the  Call  of  the  House  for  a week 
longer ; for  since  there  was  business  of  so 
great  unporcaaca  to  be  considered,  ibe  absent 
lords  ought  to  have  the  more  time  allowed  them 
to  settle  their  affairs,  in  order  to  attend  the 
I service  of  the  House;  whereas,  if  one  week  only 
was  allowed  them,  many  of  them  could  not 
have  dispatched  their  business  so  soon. 

Then  die  question  being  put,  whether  the 
Call  of  the  House  should  be  that  day  sev’anigbt,' 
or  that  day  fortnight,  it  was,  upon  a division, 
carried  for  Uiat  day  fortniglit,  by  S7  voices 
i^ainstll.  NaiwitlisCsniiiug  tlus  disappoint- 

Tbe  Lord  Copper  returned  to  the  charge, 
and  ,said,  Tbnt  chough  tlie  House  were  not 
called  ovei’sosoon  as  some  of-their  lordships 
desired,  yet  they  might  appoint  a sliorter  day 
CO  consider  of  (be  King’s  Speech.  Urging, 
chat  it  was  hardly  decent,  when  a great  king, 
in  ft  peaceable  possession,  had  made  a Speech 
from  his  throne  reconimendiiig  to  them  matters 
of  the  last  importance,  and  pressing  dispatch, 
that  inrall  this  time  they  should  have  taken  no 
fartlier  notice  of  it,  chan  barely  to  thank  hint 
for  it,  which  was  a thing  of  course ; and  there- 
fore bis  lordship  desired,  chat  ch^  might  go 
upon  the  considermionof  the  king’s  Speech  on 
ibe  Monday  following,  which  was  agreed  to 
without  any  division. 

DebaU  ia  1/ie  Lordi  on  iht  Navy-Debt.] 
November  IS.  The  Lords  conk  his  majesty's 
Speech  into  considerntinn,  and 

The  Lord  Kortho7ulGrey  insisted  cbirQy  oil 
the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  sayicg,  “ That  it  was 
luelter  of  surprize,  how  such  an  immense  Debt 
could  be  incurred,  when  the  parliament  liad 
yearly  provided  for  all  that  had  been  demanded 
for  th’at  service,” 

liis  lordship  was  seconded  by  earl  Cowper, 
wliu  went  tlirougb  all  cbe  beads  of  die  king’s 
Speecli ; and  was  backed  by  the  lords  Trevor 
aud  Bathurst,  the  duke  of  Wharton,  and  earl 
Cociugsby,  who  ail  insisted  upon  an  inquiry 
into  the  &bi  of  die  Navy.  The  lord  Carteret, 
lord  Townsbeud,  the  earl  of  Soudertand,  and 
lord  Teynliam  answered,  That  near  two  thirds 
ofcbatUehc  hud  been  contracted  in  tbe  hut 
reign  ; which  they  were  ready  to  moke  appeae 
to  thellouse. 

The  Bishop  of  Roc/isifer  replied,  That  since 
rtbti  :I3(dK.wai'nibu»fd,iit:»&iti'b»c  jtntice  that 
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th«7  vrlu>  trusted  the  government  efaould  be 
paid ; but  tbat,  on  ibe  utlier  hnnd,  it  became 
ibe  wisdom  ot'  that  Uou'te,  to  endeavour  to 
prevpfit  tk  tibe  for  the  fatere,  and  to  restore 
tiie  nav;  to  the  ancient  foot,  thnt  is,  not  to  ex- 
ceed ibe  expences  provided  for  bj  pnriiament. 
lu  answer  to  this, 

Tlie  Earl  of  llay  n^ed,  Tlist  the  public 
good,  and  the  safety  of  the  nation,  being  the 
grand  object  and  rule  of  government,  some  lati- 
tude roust  ofnecessity  be  given,  and  albiwaiices 
made,  to  those  who  are  in  (be  administration 
for  estniordiaary  expences  upon  unforeseen 
•aigeoeies.  Lord  Parker,  and  some  other 
lords,  qinke  on  the  same  side. 

Then  a motion  was  made,  “ That  this  House 
do  on  Friday  nnt  take  into  consideration  the 
cmises  of  contmcting  so  la^e  a Navj-X>ebt, 
and  the  best  meiboris  of  preventing  the  con- 
tracting the  like  Debt  for  the  future.”  And  the 
question  being  staled  thereupon,  it  tvai  pro- 
posed to.  leave  out  the  following  words,  * And 
*tlie  best  Meibods  of  preventing  the  uontract- 
‘ iag  the  like  Debt  for  the  future.’ 

Protett  on' that  oecasion.]  Afler  debate,  the 
question  was  rat,  wfaetber  those  words  shall 
Bland  part  of  ilie  question  I It  was  resolved  in 
the  negative.  Cuuient  32.  Not-Content  d4. 

“ Dnseatieni’ 

3.  " Because  the  priocipal  end  of  all  parlia- 
mentary inquiries  into  mismonugeiuents,  being 
to  preventlbellke  for  the  future,  we  thought  it 
more  agreeable  to  tlte  candour  and  honour  of 
the  House,  to  express  it  plainly  in  cbequesiion 
itself,  tbau  leave  it  to  be  implied  only  ; aoA 
the  rather,  because  it  seemed  to  us,  tliat  the 
words  left  one  clearly  imported  that  tiotbing 
persiiiial  was  u view,  but  the  public  good  only, 
which,  we  ibought,  would  rather  have  given 
suisfaciioo  to  the  loinds  of  every  noble  lord, 
than  the  coaii'Sty. 

3.  “ When  the  words  now  ordered  to  be 
left  out  were,  fur  ibe  reason  given,  so  properly 
and  oaturally,  as  we  conceive,  made  a part  of 
die  question,  we  canid  nut  but  apprehend  that 
die  laying  diem  odda  on  debate  might  create  a 
luipicioo,  thougb  unjust,  that  this  House  did 
not  intend  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  ooutract- 
ing  a lerge  and  iocouvenieut  Navy-Debt  for 
the  fotere. 

3.  Hit  majesty  havlDe,  io  hisSpcecii  from 
the  throne,  obi&vM  ibe  m oousequenees  tbat 
arise  from  soeh  a large  Debt  remaining  on- 
provided  for,  we  tbouguc  it  very  proper,  if  not 
MOessary,  iu  the  TesoJuiiwi  taken  to  enter  into 
the  ennsidarution  of  that  Debt,  to  express  a 
desire  of  preventing  the  like  inoonvenient  Debt 
being  contracted  fur  die  future ; and  that  the 
doiug  to  did  not  at  all  prejadec  the  causes  of 
couiractiDg  the  present  great  Navy-Debt ; for 
liowever  necessarily  or  justifiably  nn  inconve- 
nient thing  might  luive  once  Ireppened,  yet  we 
think  it  ought,  if  it  cau,  to  be  prevenuio  fruni 
happening  so  agnin. 

4.  “ lilt  majosty  having  bkewne  obiarved 
uibi5Spa«cluAtoiia.>tbeii^i:^>‘tliM  tbkpinhofl 


tlieN^ional  Debt  is,  of  all  others,  the  non 
beavy  and  burthensome;  and  having  set  forth 
the  mischiers  arisii^  from  the  high  discount  on  I 
theNsvy  and  Vmaalling  Bills,  we  thought  nap.  | 
selves  sufficieuiiy  warranted  toexpress  a desire 
to  consider  of  ibe  best  metJiods  of  preveatirw 
the  like  most  heavy  and  burthensome  Deb%  I 
whatever  the  causes  of  contracting  the  present  i 
debt  ahaJi,  on  inquiry,  appear  lobe;  and  this 
the  rather,  because  the  like  Novy-Debt  esa  I 
bring  nu  manner  of  benefit  either  to  iliepuUig 
or  any  private  penon,  but  to  such  as,  by  fore, 
seeing  wlii-u  it  is  eit^r  to  be  discharged  or 
provided  for,  may  loake  an  excessive  advantage 
to  cbemselves  by  buying  up  the  said  bills  wye 

under  a very  high  discount. (Signed,)  W. 

Eber,  Bristol,  Bathurst,  Aberdeeo, 
fiingicy,  Strafford,  Scarsdnle,  Athbure- 
bacn,  I'revor,  Guillbrd,  Whoitnn,  Boyle, 
Salisbury,  Fc.  Itofi'en’,  Aylesfoid,  Cow- 
per,  North  aad  Grey.*” 

Pebate  ia  the  Lords  an  a Molion/or  layiag 
before  Ike  House  the  Instructions  given  to 
Lord  Carteret  et  Minister  in  Sweden.]  No- 
vember The  Lords  took  into  considention 
tlial  part  of  Ids  majesty’s  Speech,  relating  u 
the  olliauces  and  treaties  with  the  Nortmn 
Potentates.  Lord  Guildford  moved  fur  on  Ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  That  be  would  be  pleased 
to  give  orders,  that  the  instructions  given  u 
lord  Carteret,  as  minister  or  plenipotentiary  le 
Sweden,  or  auy  oclier  of  the  Nordiern  crowns, 
be  laid  before  the  House.  He  was  secundsd. 

1^  the  earls  Cowper  and  Coniogsby,  die  lonl 
Trevor  and  the  duke  of  Wharton. 

Protest  on  reeding  if.]  But  being  opposed 
by  the  earl  ofllay  and  lord  Townshend,  it  was 
carried  in  die  uegaiive  by  63  voices  against  31. 

“ Dissentient’ 

].  "Because  we  apprehend  this  to  betba 
first  instance  lobefoundin  our  Journals,  where 
the  Lords  have  moved  for  a sight  of  iniiraor 
tiODS  of  any  kind,  and  have  not  been  supported 
by  the  Houk  in  that  modon  ; and  tbou^  wo 
wish  it  may  be  the  last,  yetwe  have  just  re{Kipi 
Co  fear,  that  such  a precedent  oace  made  "ill 
uot  fiiil  of  being  foitowed  iu  succeeding  times. 

2.  “ Becasise  we  do  nnt  apprehend,  bow  tlw 
calling  for  iastructiuns  after  the  cnnclusion  of 
the  treaty  to  which  they  relate,  and  the  inter* 
Tcuiion  ofageueral  Act  uf  Pardon,  can  be  liuct- 
ful  either  to  the  publi^  or  even  to  the  ministeil 
' transacliog  such  treaties ; bnt  the  refusi  V i» 
call  for  those  instructions  may,  in  our  opicion^ 

• “ It  is  observable,  that  in  this  day's  dfc 
hate,  die  earl  Coningsliy  hod  another  no«b" 
fling  at  Mr.  L.iw  : for  upon  ocensiup  of  diS 
Pestilence  that  raged  in  a noighbonriflg  kuy 
dom,  he  took  notice,  Tliat  the  Projector,  wfio 
wia  lately  come  over,  bad,  by  bis  pferntcions 
I sclienies,  Lronaht  the.  Plague  of  Poverty  “P®“- 
France,  wliicb  iind  not  a lade  added  to  the 
lamily  tifibp  Contagion;  for  when 
out  at  Marreilles^  tiiere  wax  scarce  501.  m ^vi 

Mcmuim^nil'iUiatisiiy^ii-rolitioaiStatc. 


92Si  PARL.  HISTORY.  8 G«><cb  I. 

beacDan«r  of  dangorous  cooiequenee,  in  ac 
qiucb  n5  it  tenets  to  discounse  inqaitics  of  ilu 
kind  for  the  Aitare,  aud  by  uiat  inrong  to  em- 
bolden nnd  sereon  guilty  ministers  hereafter. 

3 “ Because,  ttinugh  we  acknowledge  the 
right  of  peace  and  wnr  to  (w  in  the  crown,  yet 
we  must  be  of  opinion,  that  this  House  bnih  algo 
a right  to  inquire  into  the  cransactinos  of  mi- 
ohms  employed  under  the  crown,  and  to  cen- 
sure their  conduct,  when  justice  reqeires  it ; 
irliich  cannot  well  be  done,  unless  it  be  first 
known  what  sure  oriuBcrucuons  they  received, 
and  bow  far  they  liavc,  or  ought  to  tiave  cotn- 
plieti  with  thnn  ; and  this  seems  to  us  more 
particularly  necessary,  since  the  Act  of  Suc- 
cession has  declared,  that  this  kingdom  shall 
not  be  engaged  in  a war,  on  account  of  any  of 
the  king's  foreign  (Irnninions;  all  ttcaties  there- 
fore with  princes  in  theNnrtbslioulti,  above  nil 
Others,  be  maile  in  the  plainest  and  most  un- 
esceptionable  terms  ; or,  it'  the  >ray  of  word- 
ingsuch  treaties  should  occssion  any  doobt,  no 
meibad  of  clearing  it  should  be  neglected  or 
avoided,  that  so  this  House  and  tlie  whole 
kingdom  may  be  sathfi'ed,  that  nothing  has 

Cred  den^tory  to  that  Ast,  which  is  tho 
is  on  which  our  present  luippyesiahlishmenc 
isfouaded.— — ('iStyaed^  W.  Ebor’,  Guilftwd, 
Boyle,  .ScatMole,  Abecdcen,  Wharton, 
Cowper,  Binglcy,  Ajlesford,  BathurU, 
North  and  Grey,  Uibrii^e,  Suaffbrd, 
Bristol,  F.  Roffen’.” 

Delate  ill  the  Lards  on  (he  Treat</  o>ifA 
November  ifO.  The  Lords  considered 
of  chat  part  of  bis  majestv's  speech  reUdog  to 
the  Treaty  with  Spain,  llm  duke  of  Wharton 
opened  the  debate,  end  animudvcrced  upon  tlie 
conduct  ofthosein  Che  administmdoi),  both  os 
to  the  war  and  peace  with  Spain : and  moved  to 
address  the  king,  That  the  Ute  TVeoty  of  Com- 
merce, whereby  the  former  Treaties  of  Com- 
merce ore  renewed  with  Spain,  may  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  lie  was  seconded  by  the  earl 
of  Strafford,  and  backed  hy  ibe  carls  Conings- 
by  and  Cowper.  Thedoref  Carteret  having  an- 
swer-.'d  them,  the  lord  North  and  Grey  and 
ford  Bathurst  replied  to  hint.  The  lord  vis- 
count Ilaicourc  spoke  in  viiidicalion  of  the 
ministry,  and  the  earl  Cnniogshv,  having  an- 
swered him,  the  lord  Suoderland  said,  Ho  did 
not  doubt  but'  III*  miyesty  would  be  always 
ready  to  comply  with  tlic  desires  of  chat  House, 
and  even  in  tliii  particular,  as  well  ns  others: 
but  that  fur  liis  part,  lie  would  be  so  free  os  to 
declare  his  judgment  agninst  advising  bis  ma- 
jesty to  communicate  the  treoty  in  questiun,  at 
this  juncture : because,  to  his  knowledge,  there 
was  in  it  a secret  article,  which  the  king  of 
Spain  had  desired  might  not  he  made  public, 
till  after  the  treaty  of  Cnmbruy  was  nvnr,  and 
his  uiajesty  having  granted  that  request,' Lis 
Jordihip  therefore  hoped,  that  House  would 
nut  desire  bis  majesty  Co  break  his  jiromise. 

Protest  on  that  eeetsiim.]  Hereupon  the 
<pi«cian  being 
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motion,  it  was  carried  in  tbe  negative  bv  69 
voices  agninst  S3. 

“ Dissentient’ 

" Because,  as  we  believe,  the  refusing  to  ad- 
dress fur  a treaty  which  lias  Ireeu  concluded 
and  ratified  sodflng  since,  is  altogether  unpre- 
cedented; and  ue  conceive,  tliis  case,  uf  all 
oiberK  ought  not  to  liave  bKn  made  a precr>. 
dent,  where  the  treaty  desired  to  be  culled  fur 
: hath  been  twice  mentioned  from  the  throne  to 
\ both  Houses  of  Parliament;  and  ibe  lost  time, 

, in  his  luajetty’s  Speech  at  the  opening  of  this 
; session,  expressly  (as  we  cannot  but  apprehend) 

, recommended  to  the  consideration  of  both 

Houses  of  ParlinuienL (Signed,)  Wm, 

i Ebor',  Aberdeen,  F.  ^!Jcn’,  Guilford, 

I Bingley,  Wharton,  Aylesford,  Bathurst, 

' Cowper,  Fmn.  Cestriens’,  Strafford, 

Bristol,  North  and  Grey,  Boyle,  St. 
John  da  Qletsho.” 

Further  Delate  <a  Ike  Lords  on  the  Naoy 
Debt.l  November  32.  A person  from  tbe 
Treasury  preseated  to  tlic  Uonse,  nccording  Co 
order,  an  Account  of  the  capital  South  Sea 
Stock,  01  it  stood  in  the  year  1711.  Tte  rea- 
son for  the  lards  calling  for  this  account  wos 
this.  Id  tbe  debote  about  tbe  Debt  of  tba 
Navy,  it  haring  been  olledged  on  the  comt  tide, 

I that  about  1,100,0001  of  it  were  contracted  in 
' tbe  last  reign,  the  other  siile  objected  the  im- 
: probability  of  it;  because  the,  debt  then  clue 
' to  the  navy  waa  sank  into,  nnd  made  part  of 
the  origtaaTSouib  Sen  stock.  To  ihisit  being 
answered  by  the  courtiers,  that  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  tlnai  tn  be  so;  and  that  ibe  books  of 
tho  Navy  anri  Treasury  would  set  t)mt  matter 
in  a true  light,  the  absiracca  of  the  said  books, 
relating  to  that  mntta,  were  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  tbe  House.  It  was  also  objected  by  rhe 
duke  of  Wharton,  Tltat  300,0001.  Ltd  licet) 
issued  out  of  tlie  creasnry,  in  the  late  queen's 
reign , towards  paying  off  the  Debt  of  the  Navy : 
lord  Bingley,  who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  being  desired  to  tell  what  be  knew 
of  that  a^r,  acimnwicilged,  that  there  was 
such  an  order,  but  could  not  remember,  whether 
the  money  was  wsued  out,  or  not.  The  same 
day,  theGonmissipuers  of  tbe  Navy  laid  b^ore 
the  House  of  Lords,  aeaooots  of  the  Debts  of 
tbe  Nary,  os  they  stood  id  September  1714, 
sod  on  tte  Slst  of  Doceraber  1719. 

November  37.  The  Lords  went  into  a Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  upon  tlie  Navy 
Debt.  The  Commissionersof tbeNavy htviog 
laid  Iiefore  thoir  lortlsliips  some  other  papers, 
relatttig  to  that  afiair,  the  earl  Cowper  made 
several  observations  tfaereupnu;  aud  being  se- 
conded hy  the  curl  Coninpby,wnsnnswerim  by 
(he  fold  Townshenrl : The  earl  Cowper  roplied 
both  to  him,  undtothe  ear]  of  Sunderland,  who 
backed  clio  lord  Townsheod.  Tlie  lord  Bing- 
icy,  and  lord  North  aud  Grey  having  supported 
die  oarl  Cowper,  the  lord  Carteret  replied  to 
tliern;  and  the  ford  Cowper  moved,  that  some 
other  papers,  ihnt  were  wanting  to  clcnr  up 
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the  Commissionm  of  die  Nevj,  vtikh  wai 
ejjreed  co. 

Nuvembep  30.  The  Lords  read  the  Bill,  ‘ For 
‘ punishii«  Mutiny  and  Desertion,  Ac.'  Then 
the  lord  Trevor  took  notice  of  the  vast  oucn. 
her  of  Ilaif-Pay  Officers,  who  were  a great 
burden  to  the  nation ; aod  that  no  care  wni 
taken,  cither  to  lessen  tliat  charge,  or  to  reward 
the  past  services  of  the  said  officers,  by  ad- 
Taiicing  tlieni  to  such  posts,  ns  from  time  to 
time  became  vacant  in  the  army;  but,  that  in- 
stead of  that,  new  domtnissious  were  daily 
given,  ami  other  officers  created;  concluding 
with  a motion,  “That  the  House  might  be  iit- 
forined,  how  the  List  of  Half-Fay  Officers 
Hood,  and  wiiethcr  their  mimber  had  been  di- 
minished since  the  reduction  of  the  army;  in 
whicli  time  it  was  very  probable  many  of  them 
bad  died.  He  was  seconded  by  the  lord  North 
and  Grey,  (he  earl  Coningsby,  and  theearl  Cotv-  j 
per,  ft  ho  were  answered  by  ilie  earl  Cadogan,  and 
the  lord  Townshend ; but  it  tvas  at  last  ordered, 
That  an  Accoont  of  tbeNuinber  of  Land  Forces 
-and  Ilnlf-PBy  Officers,  now  in  pay,  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House. 

Dec.  The  Commissioners  of  the  tfavy 
laid  before  their  lordships,  several  Accounts 
and  Papers  relating  tn  the  Debt  of  that  office, 
upon  whicli  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  die  earl 
Cooinaby,  and  the  earl  Cowper,  having  made 
several  observations,  tlie  said  Commissioners 
were  examined  llieretipoii,  and  ordered  to  lay 
some  other  papers  before  the  House. 

Dec.  5.  I'lie  Lords  weut  into  a grand  Com- 
mittee upon  the  Debt  of  the  the  earl  of 
Clarendon  being  in  the  choir.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy,  having  laid  before  the 
House,  some  other  Papeis  relating  to  that 
afi'air,  tlie  carl  Cowper  moved  that  they  might 
be  read,  which  being  done  accordingly,  his 
lordship  made  several  observations  thereupon. 
Uc  was  seconded  hy  the  lord  Trevor;  the  eart 
of  Sunderland  having  answered  him,  was  re- 
plied to  by  tlie  earls  Cowper  and  Cnniugsby. 
Lord  Sunderland  Iniving  spoke  again,  the  de- 
bate grew  warm  lietween  the  courtiers  and  the 
opposite  side.  Among  the  first  were,  the  lord 
Carteret,  tlie  lord  Townsliend,  the  duke  of 
Newcastle,  the  eail  of  Cado^n,  and  the  lord 
viscount  I^rcourt;  who  were  opposed  by  the 
earls  Cowper  and  Coningsby,  the  lords  North 
and  Grey,  and  Bathurst,  and  the  bishop  of 
Rochester.  The  debate  having  lasted  till  five 
in  the  evening,  a notion  was  made;  “That  the 
ctoploving  great  numbers  of  seamen  for  several 
years  last  past,  more  ihao  were  provided  for  by 
parliament,  was  one  great  cause  of  contracting 
so  large  a Navy  Debt,  and  of  increasing  the 
same,  from  tiie  sum  of  764,088/.  3s.  ll>f. 
which  was  the  Net  Debt  of  the  Navy  oo  tbs 
Slsc  of  December  1717,  to  the  sum  of 
1,641,937/.  17s.  8<i,  which  was  the  Net  Debt 
of  the  Navy  on  tfie  30lh  of  December  last.” 


Protest  on  a Motion  rehling  to  the  Cauu  tf 
the  Navi/  Uebl.']  And  a question  being  staled 
ihereupun  after  debaCFY  file  previous  question  j 


IS  put,  whether  the  said  question  shall  beau- 
t?  It'was  resolved  in  the  iimiire.  Con. 
It  31,  Not-Conieni  CO. 


“ Dissentient’ 

“ Because  tlie  main  question  being  so  true  in 
every  particular,  that,  as  wc  could  observe,  the 
truth  thereof  was  not  denied  by  any  lonl  ia 
the  debates,  but  seems  to  us  to  be  admitted  bv 
the  proposing  and  carrying  the  previous  oiie^ 
tion,  we  iliiuk  it  highly  expedient  that  the  tuain 
question  sLoulil  Imve  Ikeii  put  and  voted  in  the 
affiriDutive,  to  the  end  we  might  have  expressed 
our  disapprobation,  at  least,  of  tlie  practice  of 
einptnyiiig  much  greater  uuiubeis  uf  seamen 
in  tlie  fleet,  for  several  years  last  past,  than 
were  provided  for  by  parluiment  (wlien  the  oo- 
ension  for  employing  them  couht  not,  in  our 
opinion,  but  be  foreseen)  and  by  such  our  dis- 
approbaiiiiii  might  have  discouraged,  in  some 
measure,  tlac  practice  for  the  future,  and  pre- 
veiiterl  the  increasing  of  Che  Navy  Debt  again 
by  tbe  like  proceeding. (Signed,)  Straf- 

ford, Boyle,  Uxbridge,  Aylesfard,  Cow- 
per, Bristol,  Trevor,  North  and  Grey, 
IdtchQeld,  Bingley,  Gower,  Bathurst, 
Fran.  Cestriens',  F.  Roifeo’,  Guilford, 
Aberdecu,  Foley,  St.  John  de  Bletsoe.”  | 

Bill  for  the  encouraging  the  ImuortatioH  ^ I 
Naua/ S/or«,l  Nov.  17.  Tiiis  day  m theCiim-  ' 
mons  sir  Gilbert  Heathcoie  stood  up,  and  sat 
forth,  Tfiat  since  the  Russia  Company  had  en- 
gross^ the  trade  [o  that  coualry,  the  tor  wu  ^ 
raised  above  double  tlie  price  it  hare  wbea  ths 
'rade  was  open.  That,  besides,  while  we  | 
leeched  our  naval  stores  from  Russin,  it  uos  ia 
the  power  of  tbe  Czar,  not  only  to  set  what  ; 
price  he  pleased  upon  iliem,  but  even  to  pre* 
retie  our  linring  them  at  all,  in  case  ne  should  ^ 
be  at  war,  either  with  him,  or  any  of  liis  allies; 
or,  at  least,  to  hinder  our  haring  tliem,  uiilea 
brought  overand  imported  in  his  own  vessels; 
which,  he  said,  that  he  was  informed  the  C»r  | 
now  insisted  upon.  That  therefore,  since  ihest  , 

commodities  were  -so  absolnteiy  necessary  fur 
I our  navy,  it  was  not  fitting  we  should  lie  at  cJ«  I 
mercy  of  n foreign  prince  for  them ; especially,  j 
since  we  could  be  supplied  with  them  ^om  nor  I 
. own  plantations,  nnd  upon  easier  terms : fur  | 
whereas  we  now  pay  for  the  naval  stores  from  | 
Russia  mostly  in  ready  money,  we  miglii  bate 
them  from  New-England,  and  otlier  Englisii  I 
plantations  in  America,  in  exchange  for  our  I 
own  manufactures;  whereby  we  should  not  I 
only  encoursge  his  majesty's  subjects  abrooiJ,  I 
anif  divert  (hem  from  setting  up  and  carryingOT 
manufactures  which  directly  iuterfere  with  those  u 
of  Great  Britain,  but  rfso  employ  our  poor  *t 
home : concluding,  with  a motion  for  bringlof 
in  a bill,  ' For  giving  farther  Encour^eroni* 

‘ for  the  importation  of  Naval  Stores;' 

Leiug  seconded,  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in. 

Debate  in  <ie  Commorrs  on  the  Bill 
to  the  Plague.]  Then  the  House  resolved  it^ 
imo  a graaci  ^mmittee,  u^ian  tbe  bill,  * 
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* prevent  tlie  Contepon  being  brought  into  this 
< Kinednin.’  A clau5e  iheing  oiTereil  to  be  in- 
serted in  ilie  Bill,  impotrering  the  king  to 
order  his  officers  to  fire  upon,  aud  sink  any 
sliip  coming  fruia  an  infected  place,  sir  Gilbert 
Heatbcote  moved,  and  nas  seconded  by  sir 
fialhaniel  Gould,  and  Mr.  Chisnell,  all  Tiirky 
Merchants,  That  there  might  be  an  exception 
as  to  the  sliips  of  tbe  Turky  Company  ; alledg- 
ing, that  many  of  them  were  abroad,  nliich 
they  expected  home  very  speedily,  and  which 
could  not  have  notice  of  this  taw.  They  urged 
besides,  that  to  allow  the  sinking  and  destroy- 
ing all  ships  coming  from  infected  places,  was, 
in  effect,  to  pruhibit  all  commerce  wicli  Turky, 
wliero  it  was  known  by  every  body,  that  the 
plague  was  always  in  some  part  or  other; 
whereby  we  should  lose  the  most  beneficial 
branch  of  uur  trade,  and  which  took  off  so 
much  of  our  woollen  manofneture.  To  this  it 
was  answered,  by  sir  Philip  Yorke,  nod  Mr. 
Yonge,  That  there  was  a vast  difference  be- 
tween tiiecommou  Plague,  which  is  epidemical 
in  Turk/,  and  tbe  contagion  which  at  present 
rages  in  the  South  parts  of  France,  to  prevent 
the  bringing  over  of  which  this  bill  was  chiefiy 
intended.  Tliat  therefore  it  miglit  be  left  to 
tbe  discretion  of  the  king  and  his  ministers  to 
act  in  that  matter  as  they  should  see  occasion, 
and  to  give  directious  accordingly  by  procla- 
mation ; and  Mr.  Thomas  Brodericlt  added, 
Tliat  fur  iiis  part,  he  was  more  afraid,  that  in 
tliii  case,  as  on  other  occasions,  the  king  would 
be  too  merciful,  rather  than  too  severe.  Here- 
upon the  Bill  was  gone  through.  Then,  upon 
the  question,  when  tbe  Amenriment  made 
tliereto  sliould  be  reported,  sir  Gilbert  Ileatli- 
cote,  and  they  who  were  against  the  Bill,  insist- 
ed to  have  it  put  off,  that  tberemight  bemore 
time  to  consider  of  any  objections  that  might 
be  made  against  it : but  Mr.  Broderick  said, 
Ue  thought  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  iu  a case 
of  this  nature,  wiierein  the  lives  of  us  nil  were 
concerned  : that  for  his  part  be  wished  the  Bill 
could  obtain  tlie  royal  assent  that  very  day  ; 
and  therefore  moved,  That  it  be  reported  the 
next  day,  which  being  ordered  accordingly, 
the  said  amendments  were  then  agreed  to  and 
the  Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  on  the 
30th  the  said  Bill  was  passed. 

PelUion the  City  ^London  iothe  Lnrds 
touching  the  Bill  relating  to  the  Plagve.] 
Dec.  G.  A Petition  of  the  lord  inaTor,  alder- 
men, and  commons,  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
coDimon  council  assembled,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  rear! ; setting  forili,  “ That  it 
appearing,  by  the  inspeciiun  of  the  Journal  of 
tills  House,  that  tbeir  lordships  have  now  un- 
der considerotion  the  amendment  of  an  Act 
passed  in  a late  session  of  pariiainenc,  ininuled, 

* An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act  made  in  the  9th 
' year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty  queen 
‘ Anne,’  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  to  tiblige  Ships 

* coming  from  places  infected,  more  rflectually 

* to  perform  their  Quarentiua ; nr.d  for  the 

‘ better  ^reve*i»g!  tb»;Pbijiw-k<5og  ibrm.ght- ' 
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‘ from  foreigu  parts  into  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
‘ laud,  nr  tbe  isles  of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alder- 
‘ ney,  Sark,  or  Man  j and  to  hinder  the  spread- 
‘ ing  of  infection That  tlie  Petitioners 
conceive,  that,  in  some  clauses  of  that  Act, 
not  only  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
but  the  trade,  safety,  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  of  London,  are  highly  concerned ; and 
praying,  “ Tiiat  they  may  be  beard,  by  their 
counsel  or  otherwise,  in  relntiou  to  the  said 
Act,  at  such  time,  anil  in  such  manner,  as  their 
lordships  ebnll  judge  most  proper  and  expe- 

Proleit  against  r^ecting  it.]  And  a motion 
being  made,  “ That  the  said  Petition  he  re- 
jected After  debate ; The  question  was 
put,  “ Whether  the  said  Petition  shall  be  re- 
jected f It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentioit’ 

1.  “ Because  the  liberty  of  petitioning  the 
king  (much  more  that  of  petitioning  either 
House  of  Parliament)  is  the  birth-right  of  the 
free  people  oftliis  remm,  claimed  by  them,  nud 
confirmed  to  them,  soon  after  the  Revolution, 
in  on  Act,  declariog  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  subject,  and  settling  ilm  succession  of  the 
crown  ; and  whenever  any  remarkable  check 
hath  been  given  to  the  me  exercise  of  this 
right,  it  hath  always  been  attended  with  ill 
consequences  Co  the  public. 

3.  “ Because  the  Petition  so  rejected  was, 
in  our  opinion,  every  ways  proper  and  unex- 
ceptionable, both  as  to  tbe  manner  of  wording 
and  presenting  ic,  and  the  matter  to  which  ie 
referred;  nothing  being  more  natural  and  rea- 
souable,  than  that  any  corporate  body  should, 
if  they  desire  it,  be  heard  upon  any  Gilt  under 
the  considwation  of  parliament,  whereby  they 
judge  their  particular  interests  to  be  highly, 
though  not  solely,  affected.  This  liberty  we 
remember  to  have  been  granted  in  a late  ses- 
sion to  the  traders  of  Norwich,  upon  their  Pe- 
tition touching  the  Catlico  Bill ; nor  are  w» 
aware  that  it  hath  ever,  in  like  circumstances, 
been  refused  to  the  mennesc  corporation  in  the 
kingdom;  But,  ifit  had,  we  humbly  enneeive, 

; that  in  this  case  a distinction  might  have  been 
made  in  favour  of  tbe  city  of  London,  whicb 
being  the  centra  oferedic,  of  the  trade  and  mo- 
nied interest  of  the  kingdom  ; and  tbe  place 
where  the  plague,  should  we  be  visited  by  it, 
is  most  likely  first  to  appear;  and  having  also 
remarkably  suffered  by  means  of  the  late  fatal 
South  Sea  scheme,  wns,  we  think,  in  a particu- 
lar manner  intitled  to  apply  for  relief  against 
some  clauses  in  ihe  Quaruiuine  Act,  and  de- 
served to  liave  been  treateil  on  that  occasion 
with  more  indulgence  and  tenderness. 

S.  “ Because  the  rejecting  the  said  Petiiinn 
tends,  we  conceive,  to  discountenance  all  Pe- 
titions for  the  future  in  cases  of  a public  and 
general  concern,  and  by  that  nicai<s  to  deprive 
tlie  legislature  of  proper  lights,  which  they 
roicht  otherwise  receive,  it  being  no  ways  pro- 
bable that  subjects  dr  societies  of  less  consi- 
'dn'mlufiiiwiihxiebtsrv  tb^evpscient'.thrtir  f«ntt, 

II  «> 
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in  csMS  ofliLe  nature,  after  the  aty  of  Londou  | 
bare  thus  been  refused  to  be  beard.  , 

4.  “ Because  os  tbe  receiving  this  Petition  , 
could  have  Iiad  no  ill  consequences,  as  we  con- 
ceive, nor  have  given  any  greatinlerrufitlon  to 
die  business  of  parliament ; so  the  rejecting  it 
mny,  we  think,  widen  the  unhappy  diSerences 
thnt  hove  arisen,  and  increase  the  dIsnSection 
tn  the  government,  wliich  hath  already  too 
much  prevailed  in  tills  kingdom. 

5.  “ Because  the  arguments  used  in  tlie  de- 

bate seem,  to  U3,  not  to  be  of  sufficient  force ; 
for  we  cannot  conceive,  that  because  tbe  said 
Act  nf  Quarentine  iss  general  mot,  tiicrefurc 
Eo  pnnicular  cnmmnnity  ur  city,  who  tliink 
they  mny,  in  a disiingui^hiag  manner,  be  pre- 
judiced by  it,  Inre  a right  to  he  heard  in  rela- 
tion to  it;  end  that  at  mime  when  it  is  under 
consideration  of  parliament:  Nor  can  we  be 
of  opinion,  that  a Petition  agreed  on  by  the 
lord-nisyor,  alilermen  and  citizens  of  Lniidoii 
in  common  council  astemhlcd,  and  presemed, 
not  even  by  tbe  numbers  allowed  by  law,  but 
by  u lord  of  this  House,  enn  possibly  be 
a prelude  or  example  towards  producing  tu- 
multuous petitions;  much  less  can  we  see,  why 
it  ought  the  rattier  tn  be  rejecterl,  because  it 
came  from  so  great  a body  as  the  city  of  Lon- 
don. On  the  contrary,  we  apprehend,  that  an 
universal  grievance,  which  may  be  occasioned 
by  unj  generul  Act,  must  be  represented  to  the 
legislature  by  particular  persons  or  bodies  cor- 
porate, or  else  it  caiinut  be  represeutetl  at  all ; 
that  the  reiectiiig  sucli  PetUiuns,  and  nut  the 
receiving  tliem,  is,  we  tliiuk,  the  way  to  occa- 
sion disorders  and  tuniuiis;  and  that  the  niore 
considernblc  the  body  is,  the  more  regard 
should  be  had  to  any  applicntioa  they  make, 
especially  for  matters  wherein  not  only  tlie 
rights,  privilt^  and  ioiinuiiiues,  but  also  their 
■rude,  safety  and  prosperity  ere,  ns  the  Peti- 
tisni  avers,  liigldy  concerned. CSlgned,) 

Bristol,  Strafford,  Cower,  Fra.  Ces- 
iricns’,  Biogley,  f r.  lloffcn*,  Aylesford, 
Truvor,  Cowper,  Aberdeen,  Litchfield, 
{rxbridge.  North  and  Grey,  St.  Jnhii 
de  Blctsoe,  Buliiurst,  Cuilfurd,  Boyle, 
Coningsby.’' 


Vihule  in  tkv  Lords  on  Che  Bill rdalisg  to 
the  P/^ue.]  December  11.  Th-.  Ijicris  went 
again  into  a coniisiitee  of  the'  vvliola  Hnost, 
iqion  the  Bill  to  prevent  Iiifuction,  Jiid  a very 
warm  debate  eruse.  The  enrl  Lnwper  ex- 
cepted against  the  power  given  by  the  clause 
for  drawing  lines  rooiid  any  city,  town,  or 
place  infected ; and  moved.  That  the  cities  of 
London  and  Wesiminster  might  bu  excepted. 
Me  was  seconded  by  tbe  earl  Coningsby,  lord 
Trevor,  lord  North  and  Grey,  the  earl  of 
Strafford,  the  bishop  of  Rochester  and  lord 
Bathurst ; but  they  were  answered  by  tlie  carl 
of  Sunderland,  tbe  lord  Townshend,  ibu  duke 
of  Wharton  and  the  duke  of  Ncwc.vvtle,  lord 
Barcourt  sujtgested,  That  200,000  men  woold 
Mt  sit%ient  irant  citjes  « 

LondoR  aud  VVeatouaster,  and  uierfiore  be 


thought  it  needless  to  except  them.  Tbea  the 
question  being  put,  upon  the  earl  Cowper’s 
motion,  it  was  carriecl  in  tbe  negative  by  45 
voices  ugiilnst  20. 


Farther  Debate  tn  the  Lords  on  the  ifafinv 
Bil/.]  Dec.  IS.  The  Lords  went  into  a grand 
coramiitee  upon  the  Bill  inmi  the  Commons, 

‘ for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion,’  &c. 
After  the  reading  of  ii. 

The  Lord  2Verorexc^teda^thistchec1aiiBei 
for  puiiishbig  soldiers  with  death  for  desertion ; 
and  for  exemptint;  them  from  being  arrested 
for  debt.  His  lordship  urged,  7'liat  the  ex«i>. 
cite  of  martial  taw,  in  time  of  peace,  was  un- 
known and  repugnant  to  our  consticudont 
chat  such  a law  wiis  indeed  necessary  during 
the  late  rebellion;  but  there  being  at  present 
no  such  reason,  and  nil  being  pei%ctly  quiet 
and  easy  under  bis  majesty’s  mild  govemmeut, 
tbe  punishment  of  offences  committed  by  the 
soldiery  ought  to  be  left  to  ebe  civil  msgistrat*. 
And  that,  on  tlie  other  hand,  it  was  unreasan- 
abie  to  grant  soldiers  a protection  from  their 
lawful  creditors,  since  thereby  a great  tasny 
poor  people,  wlio  might  be  drawn  io'  to  truu 
thein,inighc  be  ruined.  ' 

This  speech  was  answered  by  the  earl  Ca- 
dogan,  and  the  carl  of  Sunderland  ; to  wlms 
the  lord  North  and  Gr^,  tbe  earls  Coidngsfay 
and  Str.iff'erd,  nnd  lord  6athurst  replied.  Till  - 
lurd  Harcoort  having  spoken  for  the  bill.  In 
was  answered  by  the  earl  of  Strafford,  to  nbom  I 
rlie  lord  Carteret  replied  ; and  the  questin 
being  pat.  That  the  number  of  Standing  Forces  , 
be,T^uc^i  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  j 
07  voices  against  1&.  I 


Motion:  for  committing  Lord  Coningi^  If  j 
the  Toicer,  jfor  rtJUcting  on  the  Lords  Jus-  | 
ticet.1  During  this  debate  the  earl  Coningsby 
having  severely  oiiimadvertcd  upon  some  of  ,1 
the  Lords  Justices,  appointed  by  tiiekingwhen  I 
his  majesty  went  last  to  risiiover,  iiisiiiuatia;,  | 
That  nobody  knew  from  whence  they  came,  I 

The  Lord  SunderhiRd  said  iliereupon,  Hs  1 
did  not  think  any  thing  that  noble  lord,  wb» 
spoke  last,  had  said  or  could  suggest,  to  be  a 
refteciion  on  the  late  regency,  of  which  be  hsd 
the  honour  to  be  one : but  as  they  were  cbosei 
and  appointed  by  tbe  king,  he  thought  it  a le- 
deciiou  on  his  ma'^iy,  of  which  the 
ought  to  tuke  notice,  and  therefore  desi^ 
that  his  words  might  be  taken  down  in  writiog. 
Hereupim 

Lord  Coningsby  said,  he  did  not  mean  at? 
reflection  upon  any  tbni  were  liviiig,  but  so®* 
of  them  that  were  dead.  To  this  . 

Tlie  Earl  of  iSniiderlond  replied,  Tiiat  in  »<* 
opinion,  it  was  still  more  iniiecenc  and  un^ 
coming  the  dignity  of  that  august  assembly,^ 


any  who  had  tbe  honour  to . 

on  persons  that  were  dead  and  could  not 


who  could  speak  in  ibeir  owu  jusiificsuo^ 
and  tlierefure  hii  lontbWp  insisted.  That 

in  order  to  have  bidi  sent  to  tbe  Tower, 
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Tlje  "Lord  Barcourt,  w moderate  thematter, 
lard,  He  hoped  that  nobte  lord  meant  no  rc- 
JlectioD,  howeter  his  nords  mi^fat  look  thni 
way,  and  therefore  desired  liemight  have  liberty 
to  eiplaiii  himself.  Uereupon 

Tire  Earl  Cmingity  declared.  He  did  not 
ioteod  to  reflect  naan  any  body:  that  he  was 
sorry  what  he  ban  said  lind  given  offence  ; 
begged  pardon  of  the  House,  and  promised  to 
lake  core  doc  to  ofietid  any  moto  la  that  kind 
for  the  future. 

Afotion  for  repealing  same  Clausu  of  the 
Quarantine  Jcl.]  Dec.  13.  The  Lords  went 
into  a grand  committee,  upon  tiie  Bill  to  pre- 
vent Infection,  which  occasioned  a warm 
Debate. 

The  Ear!  Coaper  moved,  That  a bill  be 
brought  in,  for  repealing  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  the  last  stolon,  relating  to  the  Pl^uc, 
as  gives  a power  to  remove  to  a lazaret  or  pesc- 
Jiouse,  any  persons  «h:its'>ever  inliected  with 
tire  plague,  or  healthy  persons  out  of  an  in- 
fected family,  from  ibeir  habitations,  tbongli 
distant  from  any  other  dwelling;  and  also  so 
much  of  the  said  act,  as  gives  power  for  draw- 
ing lines  or  trendies  round  noy  city,  town,  or 
place  infected ; his  lordship  represented.  That 
rbe  powers  above-mentioned  were  alcoj'ether 
unknown  to  our  excellent  coostitntinn,  incon- 
sistent with  the  lenity  of  our  free  government ; 
such  as  could  never  be  wisely  or  usefully  put 
in  practice ; and  the  more  odiuus  because  they 
seemed  to  copied  from  the  arbicrarygovern- 
meat  of  France,  and  ceuid  notbe  executed  but 
by  military  force. 

The  lord  Cowper  was  seconded  by  lord 
Trevor,  and  backed  by  the  earl  Coningsby,  the 
bishop  of  Rochester,  the  lord  North  and  Grey, 
and  the  earl  of  Strafford,  who  replied  to  the  carl 
of  Sunderland,  the  lords  Uarcuurt,  Townshend 
and  Carteret. 

Protest  against  r^ectiag  it.]  But  the  ques- 
tion being  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  amative,  by  S9  a^inst  20. 

“ Dissentient’, 

1.  Because  the  powers  spscilicd  in  the 
question  seem  to  us  such  as  can  never  wisely 
or  usefullybe  put  in  execuiiuii;  for  by  the  first 
of  them,  persons  of  whu  rank  or  cmidiiion  so- 
ever, eitlier  actually  infected,  or  being  in  the 
sbme  habitatiao,  though  in  lone  houses  where 
they  are  well  sccuiniauduted,aini  from  whence 
there  is  no  danger  of  prniiiignting  Uie  infection, 
may  be  fnrcifaly  removed  into  cunimon  lazarets 
or  pest-houses;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  us, 
tbatsucli  a power  could,  nt  any  time,  he  rea- 
sonably executed;  and  therefore,  we  conceive 
it  should  be  repealed.— Tl.c  url^r  power  ex- 
tends to  the  drawing  of  lines  urouiid  any  city, 
town  or  place,  and  consequently  around  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster;  the  very 
apprehension  of  which,  upon  the  least  rumour 
of  a plague,  would  disperse  the  rich,  and  by 
that  means  (as  well  as  by  hindering  ihe  free 
access  of  provsLoftv)  et«^.i|ieipq{)r^Fuin.>ra«k;:i 


[ilSl. 

I and  destroy  all  the  remains  of  public  and  pri- 

“ 3.  BecaasesucbpowBrsnsthesearcntterly 
unknown  to  our  constitution,  'and  repugiiotit, 

' we  conceive,  to  the  lenity  of  our  mild  and  free 
govenimeut ; a tender  regard  to  which  was 
sliewn  by  th«  act  James  I.  which  took  care 
only  to  coniine  infected  persons  witliin  ibeir 
own  honses,  and  to  support  lliem  under  their 
confinement,  and  lodged  theexecuiion  of  Such 
powers  solely  in  ilio  civil  magistrate ; whereas 
tlie  powers  by  us  excepted  against,  as  they  are 
of  n more  extraordinary  kin^  so  they  will  pro- 
bably (and  some  of  them  must  necessarily)  be 
executed  by  military  force;  and  the  violent 
and  inhuman  methods  which,  on  these  occa- 
sions, may,  a»  we  conceive,  be  practised,  will, 
wc  fear,  rather  draw  down  the  infliction  of  a 
new  judgment  from  Heaven,  than  contribate 
any  way  to  remove  that  wbicii  shall  then  have 
befallen  us. 

“ 3.  Because,  wa  take  it,  these  methods 
were  copied  from  France;  a kingdum,  whose 
pattern,  in  such  cases,  Great  Britain  sliould  not 
follow,  liic  government  tiiere  bemg  conducted 
by  arbitnuy  power,  and  supportsti  by  siandiRg 
armies;  and  to  such  a country  such  methods 
do,  in  our  opiition,  seem  most  suitable ; and 
yee,  even  in  tliat  kingdom,  the  powers  thus 
exercised  of  late  have  been  as  unsuccessful  as 
they  were  unprecedented ; to  that  no  oci^- 
houring  state  hsib  any  encoucagemeat  fruia 
thence  tu  follow  so  fatal  an  example.  In  the 
Gilt  plague  witli  wiilch  we  were  visited,  a.  d. 
Ifififi,  though  noneof  tiiese  methods  were  made 
use  of,  Diiicli  less  authorised  by  parliament,  yet 
ilie  t]ifi.-cti0a,  liowever  great,  was  kept  iVotn 
spreading  itself  into  the  remoter  parts  of  the 
kingdom ; nor  did  the  city  of  London,  where 
it  first  appeared  and  ciiieAyraged,  suffer  so  long 
oc  so  much,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants,  as  ocher  cities  and  towns  in  Francs 
liBve  suffered,  where  these  cruel  expurinients 
have  been  tried. 

“ 4.  Because  had  such  port  nf  live  act  at  wa 
think  sbould  be  repealed,  been  accordingly  re- 
pealed, there  would  still  have  remained  in  it  a, 
general  clause,  wiiich  gives  tlic  crown  all 
l•uwc^  neccisary  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
infection,  and  consequently  these  very  powers, 
among  the  rctc,  if  lliey  shull  be  found  neces- 
sary ; and  therefore  there  is  no  need,  we  con- 
qeive,  to  have  litem  expressly  granted  in  tiie 
same  act  of  parliament,  which  seems  not  only 
C:i  warrant,  but  in  a poriiculor  mauuer  to  pre- 
scribe and  direct  the  use  of  them. 

“ 5.  Because  ti:e  great  argument  urged  for 
coatiouing  these  powers  specified  in  the  ques- 
tion, that  (hoy  would  pmbubly  never  he  put  in 
execution  in  the  cases  objected  to,  seems  to  us 
a clear  reason  why  ihuy  should  not  be  conti- 
naed  ; for  we  cannot  iiui^ine  why  they  should 
stand  cimcicd,  unless  they  are  intended  to  be 
oxevuted,  or  of  wiint  use  it  wdl  be  to  the  pub- 
lic tu  keep  (he  minds  of  the  people  pel-petwily 
alarmed  with  thosesppreheosions,under  ivliicia 

.iiiey.,ntiwTstb«iir^-.aiV*FF^'‘^f  ‘^7'  pelitum 
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from  the  city  of  Lonrlaa  lotel  j rejected : it  mey 
be  an  iasunce  of  nur  greet  confidence  io  his 
inajesly's  wisdom  and  goodness,  when  we  trust 
him  with  such  powers,  aoknown  to  the  consti- 
tution ; but,  we  think,  it  ill  becomes  us  to  re- 
pose such  trust,  when  it  tehds,  in  our  opinion, 
rather  to  rcn<ter  tiim  terrible  than  amiable  to 
liis  subjects,  and  when  the  only  advantage  he 
can,  as  we  conceive,  draw  from  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him  is,  not  to  make  use  of  it. 

(Signed,)  \V.  Ebor’,  North  uaH  Urey, 
Weston,  Fra.  Roffen’,  Coningaby,  St. 
Julia  de  Bletsoe,  Gower,  Strafford, 
Boyle,  Fr.  Cestriens’,  Bristol,  Trevor,. 
Uxbridge,  Aylesford,  Aberdeen,  Cow- 
per,  Uingley,  Guildford,  Foley,  Ba- 

Molionfor  Sir  George  Bt/ng'$  Inilmclim! 
toneeming  the  Action  against  the  Spanish 
Tleet."]  December  19,  The  House  went  again 
upon  (he  king’s  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  and  took  into  consideration  that  part 
of  it  relating  to  the  treaty  with  Spain.  The 
rarl  of  Strafford  suggested.  That  as  the  war 
with  Spain  was  undertaken  without  necessity, 
or  a just  provocation,  so  the  peace  was  con- 
cluded without  any  behefit  or  advantage : that 
contrary  to  the  laVv  of  nniions,  the  Spanish 
fleet  was  fallen  upon  without,  any  declaration 
of  war,  and  even  while  a British  minister  and 
secretary  of  SMte  was  amicably  treating  at 
Alailrid ; so  that  the  Spaniards  might  think 
themselves  secure  from  any  hostilities : and  as 
the  tnanner  of  banning  tlie  war  with  Spain 
did  not  appear  josiifiable,  neither  could  the 
war  itself  be  easily  reconciled  with  sound  poli- 
tics, since  it  was  an  interruption'  to  one  of  the 
most  valuable  brandies  of  our  trade ; and  at  a 
time  when  the  nation  groaned  under  the  pres- 
sure of  hea^  debts,  occasioned  by  a former 
long  expensive  war.  Concluding  with  a mo- 
tion for  an  Address  to  his  majesty,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  cause  the  Instructions  that 
were  given  to  sir  George  Byng,  in  relation  to 
the  Action  against  the  Spaimh  fleet  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, to  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Ue  was  seconded  by  lord  North  and  Grey, 
the  archbishop  of  York,  theearlsof  Aylesford 
and  Cowper,  the  lords  Guildford,  Trevor,  mid 
Bathurst.  They  were  answered  by  the  earl  of 
Sunderland,  the  duke  of  Wharton,  and  loril 
Carteret. 

Protest  against  rgecting  it.]  And  the  ques- 
tion being  pat  upon  the  said  motion,  it  passed 
in  the  negative  by  67  voices  against  34. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ 1.  Because  not  finding  any  instance,  on 
search  of  the  Journab,  we  believe  there  is 
none,  wherein  a motion  for  Admirals’  Instruc- 
tions to  be  laid  before  the  House  has  been  de- 
nied; hut,  on  the  contrary,  there  are  many 
precedenu  of  iiisiructions  of  a like  nature,  and 
in  stronger  cases,  as  we  conceive,  addressed 
for  by  the  lloose,  and  several  in  point,  for 
instructions  n^jpli,  parlipulnr|y  to 

sir  George  'Kooite  ond'sir  Ctoiiidesly  Shovel ; 


,—1'roleit  againil  the  Mutm/  BiU,  [»jsq 
nor  docs  it  seem,  to  us,  M all  tnaMrial,  wfa*. 
ther  the  conduct  of  such  admirals  bnd  or  hod 
uot  been  blamed  before  sucb  instructions  ware 
asked  for,  since  the  sight  of  in-uuctionsmav 
be  previously  and  abauluely  necessary  to  in- 
form ibe  House,  whether  their  couduct  be 
bkmeable  or  not. 

“ 8.  Because  we  ihink  it  highly  reasonable, 
that  those  instructions  siiould  be  laid  before 
this  House,  upon  which  the  action  of  the 
British  against  the  Spaoisb  fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean was  tbonded,  witliout  any  previous 
declaration  of  war,  and  even  whilst  a British 
minister,  a secretary  of  state,  was  amicably 
treating  at  Madrid,  which  court  might  justly 
conclude  itself  secure  from  any  hostile  attick 
during  Ibe  continuance  of  such  negotiations, 

“ 3.  Becaosc,  till  we  have  a sight  of  lliose 
instructions,  and  are  able  to  judge  of  the  rea- 
sons on  wbicii  they  are  founded,  the  war  with 
Spain,  in  which  that  action  of  our  fleet  in. 
voived  us,  does  not  appear  to  us  so  justifinbie 
as  we  could  wish,  and  yet  was  plainly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  nation  in  sundry  respects ; for  it 
occasioned  an  entire  iiiterrupiiuu  of  our  most 
valonble  commerce  with  Spam,  at  a time  whea 
Great  Britain  needed  all  the  advantages  of 
peace  to  extricate  itself  from  that  heavy  na- 
tional debt  it  lay  under;  and  as  it  deprived  os 
of  the  friendship  of  Spain  (not  easily  to  be  re- 
trieved) so  it  gave  our  rivals  in  trade  an  oppor- 
tunity to  insinuate  themselves  into  their  affec- 
tions i and  we  conceive  that  to  that  war  alone 
is  owing  the  strict  union  there  is  at  present 
between  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain, 
which  it  was  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
have  kept  always  divided  ; an  union  which  in 
its  consequences  may  prove  fatal  to  these 
kingdoms. — Nor  dues  it  appear  that  Great 
Britain  has  bad  any  fruits  from  this  war,  be- 
ond  its  being  restored  to  the  same  trade  we 
ad  tvicb  Spain  before  we  began  it.—  -(Signed,) 
W.  Ebor’,  Aberdeen,  Aylesfbril,  Straf- 
ford, Bristol,  Foley,  North  and  Grey, 
Bathurst,  Fran.  Cestriens’,  Compton,  ^ 
Guildford,  Scarsdate,  St.  Julio  de 
Bletslio,  Trevor,  Boyle,  VVeston,  Cow- 
per, Uxbridge,  Gower.” 

Protest  against  passing  the  Afufiny  Sill.} 
Dec.  21.  The  Bill  for  punishiog  Mutiny  and 
Desertion,  and  for  the  better  payment  of  ilia 
army  and  their  quarters,  was  read  the  cliird  I 
time : and  the  question  being  put,  whether  I 
the  bill  with  the  amendment  should  pass;  It 
' was  retolved  io  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’  j 

" 1.  Because  we  have  heard  no  arguments 
to  couviuce  us,  that  there  is  any  necessity  f°t 
a greater  iium^r  of  troops  being  kept  on  foot 
at  this  dme,  than  there  was  after  the  peace  of 
Ryswick  or  the  peace  of  UtrecUe ; fur  as  to 
the  aigument  urged  from  the  present  disaffec- 
tion of  the  people,  tve  are  fully  iiersunded« 
that  the  keeping  up  so  great  an  army  is 
mo^  )ik;^y  tt^^iiuciei^  ib^  lessen  such  dwt* 
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“ 2.  B<?cause  this  precedent  is  like!/  to  be 
followed  in  all  subsequent  lines,  there  being' 
no  probability  timt  a conjuncture  can  happen, 
when  there  will  be  less  apparent  reason  for 
keeping  up  a great  number  of  forces,  than  at 
tills  time  of  a general  tranquillity. 

“ S,  Because,  we  conceive,  there  are  seve- 
ral cinuses  in  this  bill,  which  tend  to  over- 
throw the  civii  power  in  this  kingdom,  and 
turn  it  into  a military  government;  and  we 
apprehend  it  to  be  our  duty  to  take  care,  that 
so  dangerous  a precedent  may  not  be  made 
for  any  future  dme  without  an  evident  neces- 
sity ; and  it  is  plain  there  is  no  such  necessity 
for  erecting  this  military  power  within  this 
kingdom  in  time  of  pence,  because  the  army 
was  well  governed  without  it  ifi  the  two  former 

“ i.  That  allowing  such  a number  of  troops 
were  necessary,  yet  there  is  no  reasoitcan  be 
atledged,  as  we  apprehend,  that  they  should 
l>e  constituted  in  this  expensive  manner,  which 
raises  the  charge  upon  Uie  nation  to  about 
double  wbat  it  was,  iu  tine  of  peace,  in  tbc 
two  former  reigns : and  we  must,  with  great 
concern,  assert,  that  the  public  is  mucli  less 
able  to  bear  sucli  an  excess  at  the  present,  tbnn 

at  any  former  time. fSi^neil,)  W.  Ebor*, 

Bristol,  StraSbrd,  Bathurst,  Uxbridge, 
Aberdeen,  Guildford,  Scnr^ole,  T^- 
casier,  F.  BoSen’,  North  and  Grey, 
Foley,  Boyle,  Trevor,  Fran.  Cesiriens.” 
The  Quakers'  Affirmilion  Bill  brought  iaio 
the  Commons.']  Dee.  14.  A Petition  of  the 
people  callea  Quakers,  on  behalf  of  such  of 
liieir  friends  who  scruple  the  form  of  solemn 
Affirmation,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read  ; setting  forth,  “ That  many  of  tbeir 
friends  do  conscientiously  scruple  the  present 
form  of  solemn  Affirmation ; whereby,  they 
have  fallen  under  great  sufferings,  by  impri- 
sonment, or  loss  of  their  properties ; they  not 
being  nble  to  answer  in  courts  of  equity,  take 
probates  of  wills,  prove  debts  on  cammissions 
of  bankruptcy,  verify  their  entries  on  the  lea- 
ther or  candle  acts,  take  up  their  freedoms,  be 
admitted  to  poll  for  their  freeholds,  give  evi- 
dence for  others,  nor  to  declare  their  fidelity  to 
tlie  present  government ! all  which  they  con- 
ceive to  be  hardships ; and  praywg,  That  leave 
may  be  given  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  gnuulng 
them  such  a Form  of  Affirmation  as  may  re- 
move the  difficulties  they  now  lie  under.’’ 

This  Petition  was  spoke  to  hy  sir  John  Word, 
ami  Mr.  Heysham,  members  for  London,  who 
Were  backed  by  the  lord  William  Paulet,  Mr. 
Sioper,  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  and  air  IViifrid 
Lawson  ; whereupon  n Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  said 
Petition  ; which  Bill  passed  the  House,  on  the 
9th  of  the  following  munch. 

"Debate  iu  ike  Cord;  on  the  Quakers'  Affir- 
mation Bif/.]  January  9,  1732.  The  Lords 
being  met  again,  their  lordships  re.ad  tbe  first 
time  the  Quakers’. Rill;  but  a motion  being 
made,  That  the'said  it  iecOod  litiif^,' 


the  same  vras  opposed  by  the  lord  North  and 
Grey.  He  was  seconded  by  the 
BishopofRoc/icsfer,  wlw,  amongotber  things, 
said,  He  did  not  know  why  such  a distinguish- 
ing indulgence  as  was  intended  by  this  bill 
should  be  allowed  to  a sec  of  people,  wlio  were 
hardly  Chriscians.  Tu  this 
The  Earl  of  Ilcy  answered.  He  wondered 
that  reverend  prelate  should  call  in  question, 
whether  the  Quakers  were  Christians ; since 
they  were  so,  at  least  by  actnfparlinment,  being 
included  in  the  Toleration  Act,  nnder  the  gene- 
ral denomination  of  Protestant  Dissenters. 

The  Bishop  nf  Roehuier  smartly  replied,  it 
was  against  the  standing  Orders  of  that  august 
assembly  comake  any  personal  reflections;  and 
he  thought  it  a mucbneaier  indecency  to'make 
a jest  of  any  thing  that  was  sacred ; and  that 
the  calling  the  Quakers,  Christians  by  act  of 
parliament,  was  a sort  of  side-wind  reflection 
upon  Christianity  itself.  However,  he  would 
tec  that  pass,  and  reserve  to  another  opporto- 
nitv  what  he  had  to  offer  against  the  bill. 

bn  the  other  hand,  the  earl  of  Sunderland, 
and  thelords  Carteret  and  Bathurst  bavingspoka 
for  a second  reading,  tbe  same  was  ordered  for 
the  15tb, 

Debate  in  the  Lords'relating  to  the  Building 
if  Ships  for  Foreigner!.]  Janaary  IJ.  Tlie 
Lords  resumed  the  debate  about  the  Buildiog 
of  Ships  for  Foreigners,  which  was  opened  by 
Che  end  of  Cnniiigsby,  and  seconded  by  the 
lord  North  and  Grey  und  the  earl  Cowper. 
Their  lordships  soggested,  “ That  the  practice 
of  bnilding  ships  for  foreigners  may  be  attended 
with  very  ill  and  dangerous  consequences;  for 
as  such  foreigners,  though  at  present  in  amity 
with  IU,  may  yet,  one  time  or  other,  become  our 
enemies,  they  will  in  such  a esse  make  use  of 
chose  very  ships  to  flglit  against  ourselves.  And 
chat  besides  this  general  consirieratjon,  the  pre- 
sent great  scarcity  of  timber  in  England,  made 
such  a practice  so  much  the  mure  unjustifiable, 
especially  if  it  was  considered  whnc  great  num- 
ber ofships  bad  lately  been  built  for  the  French, 
some  of  which  were  sixty  or  sevemyjiin  ships,’’ 
To  this  the  lords  Carteret  mid  Townshend 
answered  in  general,  “ That  tliey  knew  of  no 
law  iu  being  to  hinder  any  ship  carpenter  from 
working  for  any  one  that  would  employ  him; 
that  the  French,  though  now  in  amity,  may,  in- 
deed, ha  one  day  our  enemies : hoc  yet,  if  they 
built  not  here  sncIi  ships  as  they  have  occasion 
for,  they  might  get  clicni  built  in  Holland,  or 
Hsmbuq^h ; and  their  lordships  were  of  opi- 
nion, it  was  better  for  us  .'to  get  their  money 
Cimii  our  neiglibouis;  thut  indeed  if  we  could 
hinder  the  French  from  building  ships  .it  all,  it 
would  be  prudent  to  do  it,  but  since  they  can 
bare  them  in  ocher  places,  our  probiliiting  ilicm 
to  buy  them  here,  would  rather  be  detrimciital 
than  advantageous  to  us.” 

The  Judges,  whose  opinions  the  House  desired 
to  have,  auc  being  all  rome,  the  further  con- 
ndgra^^pq  of  ilqtt  oAii^  was  put  off  ^ tbe  next 
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The  Judged  Opinion  tkereon.\  January  12. 
Tbe  Judges  tliac  were  in  town  being  praeiu, 
Tlic  Karl  Cooper  set  fartii  tLe  pernicious 
practice  whicli,  fur  soiuc  time,  liad  been  carried 
on,  of  budding  ships  of  force  for  Che  French, 
not  only  in  the  river  Thames,  but  also  at  Bris- 
tol, and  was  seconded  by  the  lord  Nortli  and 
Grey.  Thcv  were  answered  by 
The  Lora  Totmthend,  who  allodged,  Thai 
there  was  no  law  against  it  that  be  knew  of. 

The  £orl  Caaper  thereupon  moved.  That  the 
Judges  migiiC  be  asked  cbeirOpinionsos  to  titac 

Kini;  oDdbcingsecondedbytiielordConings- 
, , the  question  was  put  to  them  accordingly. 
Thereupon  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Prat,  in 
the  oaioe  of  all  the  Judges  present,  except , 
baron  Montague,  who  desired  farctier  time  to 
consider  of  it  before  be  gave  his  opinion,  de- 
clared, “ That  they  knew  of  no  law,  whereby 
the  king  was  iinpoweicd  to  hinder  any  of  bis 
eobjeccs  from  building  ships  for  any  oue  ibat 
would  employ  cbcm,  wlieiher  natives  or  fo- 
reigners.” tlereupoo 

The  Earl  Coaper  said,  That  if  chcrewosno 
such  law,  it  was  bigb  rime  tliere  should  be  ooe, 
to  put  a step  to  such  a pemicir>us  practice  fur 
the  future;  and  therefore  moved  “That  the 
Judges  be  ordered  to  bring  in  a Bill  for  that 
purpose.” 

This  motion  being  opposed  by  tlte  earl  of 
Sunderland,  Uie  earl  Cowper  replied  Co  iiim, 
whidi  occasiooed  a debate  between  the  lord 
Townsliend,  the  carl  of  Sunderland,  the  dnke 
of  Argyle,  and  ilie  lord  Carteret  ou  the  one 
side;  imd  the  lord  Bathurst,  the  earl  Coniogs- 
by,  and  the  lord  Norlti  and  Grey  on  the  other 
side : but  at  last  the  caurt-party  dropt  iheir 
opposition  to  the  earl  Cowper ’s  motion,  provid- 
ed tills  clause  “ except  licensed  by  bis  aiajesty” 
be  added  to  the  said  Bill,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  io  : l>ut  it  did  not  pass  into  a law. 

FartAer  Debate  in  the  hjrdt,  on  the  Ifaxy 
JJcAt.]  January  13.  The  Lords  in  a grand 
CQumittee  resumed  ibc  considcradou  of  the 
great  Debt  of  the  Navy. 

Earl  Cowper  moved,  That  the  Papers  laid 
before  itie  Ilouse,  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  relating  to  the  number  of  ships  employed 
in  the  Baltic  and  Alcditertancan,  loiglit  l>e 
read ; which  being  done  accordingly,  ins  lord- 
ship observed,  That  one  great  causp  of  the 
Nary  Debt,  wa«,  tlie  not  discharging  Che  Sea- 
men belonging  to  his  majesty's  sliips  when  they 
came  boom,  but  keeping  them  in  sea-pay  all 
winter.  'I'o  this 

Lord  Torrin^lon  answered.  That  though 
seamen  in  the  muter  might  be  said  to  be  nfno 
use,  yet  the  k<epiiig  them  in  pay  was  an  cx- 
pBiice  alisolutely  necessary ; fur  if  they  were 
dischnrgcd,  the  goverumenc  would  be  CO  seek 
fir  iliem  in  tbe  spring,  wheo  they  had  occasion 
fur  them,  since  seniuen  ciuinnt  live  withom 
busiuess;  und  ifnateinpluyvd  ini  be  royal  navy, 
they  ace  fdreed  Cn  lure  themselves  either  hi  the 
merchants  or  iuiu  furuigu  servipo. 

The  Uodsv  WiDgvr«hsmodj>a  «i(Hiou.iwus. 


mode,  “ That  tbe  not  paying  off  Itis  majesty 'i 
ships  when  they  came  home  from  tlieir  several 
voyages,  according  to  liie  ancient  usage  of  the 
Na^y,  but  coAtiiiuiiie  them  in  sea-pay  dar- 
ing the  winter,  till  they  went  out  ^aiii.  Ins 
been  one  great  cause  of  contracting  so  large  a 
Navy-Debt." 

Protesl  fn  that  occution.]  And  a question 
bting  stated  thereupon,  after  debate,  ih« 
previous  question  was  put.  Whether  the  ssid 
question  slioll  be  now  put  i It  was  resolved  in 
the  negadve. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because,  we  conceive  the  main  qaes- 
tion  ought  to  have  been  put,  since  the  practice 
complained  of  io  it  having  been  from  the  year 
1690  very  frequently  represented  against  to  ihe 
Admiralty  iind  the  Treasury,  by  the  conimis- 

, sioners  of  the  Navy  (the  proper  officers  to  give 
advice  in  such  matters,  anil  who  then  were  men 
of  great  experience,  ability  and  probitv)  for 
lieiiig  contrary  to  the  ancient  usage  of  the  Navy, 
giving  great  disgust  to  the  seamen,  ami  causing 
an  uunecessary  expence  of  tbe.  public  money ; 
we  thought  it  niglily  reasonable  Co  endeavour 
Chat  a stop  should  be  put  to  this  method,  wliicb 
was  attended  with  so  many  fatal  consequences; 
aud  wo  cannot  but  thiak,  the  putting  aud  vot- 
ing the  main  question  io  tbe  awtnative  would 
have  greatly  conduced  to  that  end. 

2.  Because  it  did  not  appear  necessary,  at 
a time  when  ao  few  men  were  either  granted  or 
demanded  for  the  service  uf  any  one  year,  that 
tbeseameo  should  be  Created  with  so  much  se- 
verity, as  not  to  be  paid  off  swourding  to  the 
ancient  osura  of  the  navy,  but  keqit  in  fioatiog 
prisons,  as  me  said  commissioneis  of  the  anyy 
very  well  express  it;  espccioliy  since  we  liad, 
chat  daring  the  late  wars,  when  40,000  meo  a 
year  were  granted,  this  was  truly  thought,  by 
the  said  commisuoneis  of  the  navy,  a way 
ntber  to  provoke  tbe  seamen  to  desert,  than 
encourage  them  tu  come  into  or  continue  io 
the  service  ; and  to  be  tiie  principal,  if  nut  the 
only  reason,  why  it  is  become  so  difficult  to  get 
cbem  agaiu  when  wanted. 

3.  “ We  thought  at  this  juncture,  when  his 
majesty  Imd  so  lately,  in  a most  gracious  vpeedt 
from  the  throne,  signified  his  having  so  happily 
established  peace  throughout  Europe,  it  nnuid 
be  proper  (if  ever)  to  use  our  best  endeavnurs 
chat  tte  seamen  might  partake  of  the  benefit 
of  our  mild  niid  free  goverament,  and  not  be 
liable  to  greater  hardslilus  than  any  of  dieir  feb 
low  subjects,  as  we  think  they  would  be,  if  tlii* 
practice  be  suffered  to  continue. 

4 “ Because  such  idelhorU  ought  to  he  iised 
as  will  most  contribute  to  procure  the  alfectioat 
of  the  seamen  to  the  service,  which,  we  think, 
the  ancii’ut  usage  of  tlie  navy  will  m this  cf^ 
best  eil'ecc ; by  which  they  will  have  the  satii* 
fBCtioii  to  spend  their  money  within  the  kiM- 
ilttm,  for  the  benefit  and  support  of  their  fa- 
milies, us  formerly,  when  tbe  ships  were  paw 
off  at  their  return  home  from  tbeir  severU 
vojhHgtiijMiadiwiil,' tW'jHipej  litwent  ibor 
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sconding  from,  and  deserting  theservice^  sod 
engage  iliem  clieerfiilljr  to  enter  into  it  when- 
ever there  shall  be  occasion ; whereas  accord- 
ing to  the  lace  practice,  by  the  opinion  of  tlie 
laid  commissioDers  of  the  navvi  the  difficulty 
of  getciitg  them  in  the  spring  cbiefiy  rises  from 
keeping  thorn  all  winter,  and  yet  the  difficaliy 
of  getting  them  agnin  is  assigned  as  ibe  only 
reason  for  keeping  them  in  pay  during  tlic 
tviuter,  althougli  it  amnunls  to  an  intolerable 
cliaige  upon  the  kingdom ; it  appearing  by 
one  of  Che  papers  nuw  upon  the  cable,  that 
keeping  them  in  pn;  all  tbe  wincer  comes  to 
near  fire  times  as  much  as  raising  them  again 
in  the  spring, 

5.  “ We  cannot  bat  think  it  a very  unusual 
way  of  argabg  in  a house  of  parliament,  that 
a question  ought  not  Co  be  put,  because  it  is 
generally  admitted  to  be  true ; though  nt  cho 
seme  time  there  may  be  too  much  reason  to 
tielieve  that  the  practice  complained  of  will 
uoc  be  altered  without  the  inteiposition  of  par- 
liament. 

6.  “We  cannot -conceive  tbe  treaty  with 
Sweden  could  make  it  necessary,  as  was  al- 
ledged,  to  keep  themen  in  pay  all  the  winter; 
since  it  appears  by  the  papers  upon  tbe  table, 
that  very  little  or  no  time  woald  nave  been  lost, 
if  the  old  method  of  Che  navy  of  raising  them 
in  the  spring  had  been  followed,  by  which  much 
money  would  have  been  saved  to  the  public ; 
especially  since  their  so  early  arrival  there  did 
neither  prevent  landing  the  Czar's  troops  in 
Sweden,  when  and  where  they  pleased,  nor  by 
any  actiou  at  sea  contribute  to  weaken  his  naval 
strength. 

“Lastly.  We  take  it  to  be  very  clear,  that 
if  any  necessity  or  sufficient  reason  was  foreseen 
at  any  time  for  the  dispensing  with  this  rule  of 
the  navy,  it  ought  not  to  hare  been  aone  with- 
out his  majesty’s  conscut  in  cctuncU  ; it  being, 
as  we  conceive,  a fundamental  maiim  in  the 
government  of  the  nary,  and  a most  essential 
port  of  bis  majesty’s  prerogative,  that  no  rule 
or  establishment  in  the  navy,  whether  wiiltcn 
or  unwritteo,  and  customary,  ought  to  he,  or 
can  regularly  he  nbrngated,  altered,  or  dis- 
pensed with,  but  by  his  majesty's  consent  in 
council,  especially  in  so  weighty  n point  ns 
spending  the  public  treasure  so  mncn  faster 
than  it  need  have  been  in  the  proportiou  above- 
mentioned  ; Olid  therefore  we  ibaagbe  it  expe- 
dient that  (he  mainquestion  should  haveheen 
put  and  voted  in  the  affirmative,  that  tills  great 
sad  useful  prerogative  of  the  crown  might  by 
censuring  what  we  take  to  he  a breneh  thereof 
(though  widi  the  temper  recommended  from 
the  throne)  have  been  tbe  better  preserved  lor 

tbe  future. (Sinned,)  W.  Eboc',  Strafford, 

Masham,  Uxbridge,  Compton,  Norcli 
and  Grey,  Cowptr,  Trevor,  Bristol, 
Guilford,  Uatburst,  Gower,  Aberdepn.’’ 
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the  said  bill-be  committed,  the  same  was  op- 
posed by  the 

Bishop  of  Rochester,  who  according  to  his 
former  assertion,  endeavoured  to  prove,  that 
cbp  Qaakers  were  no  Clinicians, 

Ills  lordsliip  was  Mcuaded  by  the  earl  nf 
Strafford,  lord  Nnrth  and  Grey,  earl  Couingsby, 
and  bis  grace  the  archhitbop  of  York;  but 
they  were  answered  by  the  earl  ofSunilerlam}, 
the  duke  of  Argyle,  the  biMiop  of  Peterborough, 
(be  earl  of  liny,  tiiiH  the  carl  of  Macclesfield  ; 
and  the  question  being  put  for  committing  the 
bill,  was  carried  iu  the  affirmative  by  voices 
against  14. 

Petition  the  London  Clergy  againtl  the  said 
Bill,]  Jan.  17.  Their  lordships  were  to  go 
into  a grand  committee  upon  (be  said  Bill,  but 
vrere  prevented  1^  an  anexpecied  Petuion 
Iromsoincor  the  London  Clergy,  which  was 
presented  by  die  archbishop  of  York,  and  was  - 
ns  IblLowa: 

“ To  therigbthno.HieLords  Spiritaal  and  Tern- 

Eoral  iu  Parliameot  assembled.  Tbe  bum- 
le  Petition  of  the  Cletgy  in,  nnd  about'" 
London.  With  nil  submission,  Sheweth 
“ That  there  is  a Bill  now  depending  in  your 
lordships’ Hoose,  intituled  ‘ An  Act  for  granting 
< tbe  people  called  Quakers  snch  a form  of 
‘ Affinnarion  or  Declaration  as  tuny  remove 
‘ the  difficulties  which  many  of  them  lie 
‘ under.’  Which  Bill,  should  it  pass  into  a 
law,  as  it  may,  in  its  consequences,  nearly  affect 
the  proper^  of  the  subject  in  general,  so  it  wili 
in  a more  especial  manner  endanger  tlic  legal 
mainccnanco  of  tbe  clergy  by  tytlies;  in  as 
much  os  the  people  called  Queers  pretend  to 
deny  tbe  payment  of  tythes,upon  a principle  of 
conscience,  and  therefore  as  your  Petitioners 
apprehend,  mny  be  under  strong  ioducemence 
to  ease  their,  consciences  in  tlmt  respect  by 
violating  them  in  another,  when  their  simple 
affirmation  on  behalf  of  friends  of  the  same 
persuosiou,  shall  pass  in  ull  courts  of  jadicatnre 
ibr  legal  evidence. 

“ However,  cite'injaries  that  your  Petitioners 
in  their  private  nfihirs  may  possibl.v  suffer,  are, 
as  they  ought  to  be,  of  smnil  acconnt  with 
them  in  comparisun  of  the  ntncliiefs  which 
may  redound  to  the  society  from  the  iadulgcnce 
intended,  as  it  seems  so  imply,  that  justice  may 
be  duly  adminttrered,  and  government  sup- 
ported without  the  intervention  of  any  solemn 
appeal  to  God  as  a nitiiessoftlie  (ruth  of  what 
is  snid,  by  all  persons,  in  all  cases,  ofgreatim- 
por(itnce,jo  the  common  welfore ; whereas 
your  Petitioners  ere  firndy  pertusded,  that  an 
oath  was  instituted  byGud  himself  as  the  saresc 
bond  of  fidelity  among  nioi,  and  liath  been  es- 
teeiued,  aod  founil  to  be  to  bv  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  all  nations  in  ail  ages. 

“ But  that  which  ebiefiy  moves  your  Peti- 
tioners to  apply  to  your  lordships,  it,  thrir  se- 
rious concern  lest  tbe  minds  of  good  men  should 

be  grieved  nod  tvounded,  and  the  enemies  of 
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to  a set  of  men  wbo  renounce  tbe  divipe  insti- 
tutions of  Christ,  particularly  that  by  which 
the  raithful  are  initiated,  into  bis  religion,  and 
denominated  Christians,  and  wbo  cannot  on 
this  account,  according  to  the  uiiifor«judgment, 
suid  practice  uf  the  Catholic  church,  be  deem- 
ed wortliy  of  that  sacred  name. 

**  Your  Petitioners  raoreorer  crave  leave  to 
represent  to  your  lordships,  il^t  upon  the  best 
ioformatiou  they  can  get,  the  instances  wherein 
any  Qoakerhath  refused  the  solemn  affirmation 
prescribed  by  an  act  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
year  of  William  the  Srd,  have  from  the  passing 
that  act  to  tliis  day  been  exceeding  rare,  so 
that  there  might  be  ground  to  hope,  that  the 
continued  use  of  tbe  said  solemn  affirmation, 
would  bv  degrees  hnve  intirely  cured  that  peo- 
ple of  all  those  unseasonable  prejudices  against 
an  oath  nliich  the  favour  designed  them  by  this 
bill  may  tend  to  streogtbeu  and  confirm. 

" And  your  Petitioners  humbly  leave  it  to 
your  lordships'  wise  deliberations,  whether  such 
an  extraordinary  indulgeuce  granted  to  a peo- 
ple already,  as  is  conceived,  too  numerous,  may 
not  contribute  Co  multiply  their  sect,  and 
tempt  persons  to  profess  themselves  Quakers, 
in  orderto  be  exempted  from  tbe  oblieaiiun  of 
oaths,  and  to  stand  upon  a foot  of  privUege  not 
allowed  to  tbe  best  Cbrisaans  in  toe  kingdom. 

“ Your  Petitioners  tberefore  humbly  liope, 
that  these  and  other  considerations^  which  may 
offer  themselves  to  your  lordships'  great  wisoom, 
may  induce  your  lordships  nut  to  give  your 
consent  to  the  passing  of  tliis  bill  into  a law. 
And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pta;,ficc.” 

Tbe  Archbishop  of  York  spoke  in  behalf  of 
this  Fetitido,  and  moved.  That  it  be  received 
and  read : 

The  lord  North  and  6rey,  the  earl  of  Straf- 
ford, tbe  bishop  of  Rochester,  the  earl  Co- 
ningsby,  lord  Irevor,  earl  Cowper,  and  lord 
&(hursc,  supported  tbe  archbishop  of  York’s 
motion;  but  the  same  was  warmly  opposed  by 
.the  lord  Townsbeod,  earl  of  Sc.-troorough,  earl 
uf  Sunderland,  lord  Carteret,  duke  of  Argyle, 
earl  uf  Hay,  and  the  bishop  of  Peterborough ; 
and  the  question  being  at  last  put  thereupon, 
it  was  carried  in  tbe  negative. 

All  tbe  bishops  present,  except  the  two  arch- 
bishops, the  bishops  of  Oxford,  Litchfield  and 
Coventry,  and  Rochester,  being  against  the 
PetitioB.  In  this  debate,  the  bishop  of  Sariim 
proposed,  that  tiie  Petitioners  might  have  leave 
m withdraw  their  Petition ; but  this  was  op- 
posed by 

Lord  Sunderlond,  who  said,  That  a com- 
mittee ought  to  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  authors  and  promoters  of  it ; for  ue  looked 
upon  it  to  be  no  better  than  a ii^I. 

Lord  Tcnenskcnd  cook  notice  of  tlie  irregular 
way  in  which  the  said  Petition  was  presented, 
for  if  it  was  a petition  of  the  London  cleigy  it 
ought  to  be  offered  either  by  tbe  bishop  of  chat 
diocese,  or  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
wii^eas  it  was  presented  by  the  arolibishop  of 
York,  wbo  was  metropolitan  of  another  pro- 
viaee.  'i  '■  'i'--'  i- -■! 


1722.— TSe  Utiakcn*  'Bill,  [gjg 

Then  the  question  being  put,  That  the  said 
Petition  be  rejected,  it  was  resolved  in  tbe  af- 
firmative, by  M voices  against  34. 

Frotett  agaimt  r^ecting  the  uid  PelUitm.'] 
Whereupon  the  following  Protest  was  entered ; 
“ Diaseatient’ 

“ 1.  Because  Uie  right  of  petitioning  in  a 
manner  to  legal  purposes  does,  we  appre- 
licod,  appertain  fay  law  and  usage  to  the  fret 
people  of  this  realm,  and  is  as  essential  to  dig 
subject,  acting  withio  his  due  bounds,  as  cbe 
liberty  of  debate  is  Co  the  constitution  of  par- 
liamcut : and  this  right,  as  it  extends  to  the 
petitioning  even  for  the  repeal  of  acts  now  ia 
force,  by  which  the  people  think  ibeouelres 
aggrieved,  so  itjiistifies  them  yet  more  in  rror» 
seiiting  their  humble  sense  of  any  new  Uw, 
while  It  is  under  tbe  consideration  of  parlia- 
meuc;  nor  are  the  clergy,  we  presume,  lea 
privileged  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  than  any  other  of  bis  majesty's  subjects ; 
On  the  contrary,  we  believe  them  as  worthy  of 
eiyoying  it,  and  as  capable  of  exerting  it  ts 
wise  and  good  ends,  as  any  rank  of  private  men 
in  tite  kingdom. 

“ SI.  Because  the  petition  so  rejected  is,  is 
our  opinion,  proper  and  inoffeosive,  both  as  to 
the  matter  and  the  manner  of  it ; since  it 
portly  relates  to  the  peculiar  rights  of  tbe  clergy 
in  point  of  tytlies,  and  partly  expresses  their 
fears,  as  we  conceive  not  altc^cCber  groundless, 
lest  tbe  sect  of  Quakers,  already  too  numerous 
should  by  this  new  indulgence  be  greatly  multi- 
plied, and  lest  the  lionoor  of  religian  should 
nay  ways  suffer,  and  the  foundations  of  govern- 
ment be  shaken  by  what  is  lutendea;  both 
which  it  is  the  particular  duty  of  their  fine- 
tiou  to  uphold  and  secure.  We  are  not  there 
fore  apprehensive,  that  it  misbecame  their  rha- 
raciers  tu  interpose  on  any  oftiiese  iinpurranc 
poinB  s And  the  way  in  which  they  have  dune 
It,  must  seem  to  us  free  from  exception,  ciU 
some  passages  in  their  petition  is  pitched  upou, 
as  obnoxious,  and  censured  by  the  IlovMt 
which,  as  yet,  hath  not  been  dune. 

S.  “ Clause  the  petition  suggests  a parlica- 
lar  grievance,  under  which  the  clergy  will  suffer 
by  5iis  act,  more  than  any  other  order  of  men  i 
which  as  it  had  never  been  observed  on  the  de- 
bates on  the  bill,  so  was  allowed  to  deserve 
the  consideration  of  the  Bouse.  And  thwe- 
fure,  had  there  been  any  other  port  of  their 
petition  less  unexceptionahle  (us  we  apprehend 
there  is  notj  yet  we  do  not  think  time  it  was 
unreasonable  to  lay  aside  the  whole  on 
account,  and  rgect  what  was  nciiionledged  fit 
to  be  considered,  for  the  suite  of  what  was 
thought  improper  to  be  offered. 

4.  “ Because  the  clergy  of  London  are 
in  general,  so  liberally  provided  for,  but  that 
they  have  reason  to  be  watchful  in  relation  W 
any  step  tlut  may  unwarily  be  taken,  towaroi 
diminishing  their  maintenance;  which 
upon  as  not  duly  proportioned  to  their  labours, 
iu  populous  parishes,  and  to  the  various  e^ 
jrtcJ'UWMiS'giviflii  shetpoby  infidtli  and  bereHCSs 
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apists,  and  divers  sects  of  men  dissenting 
om  llie  church  esUblhlied  b;  law,  with  wbicti 
this  mecrofiolii  is  kmiwu  in  abound.  And  ns 
their  siluacion  gives  them  uesr  opportunities  of 
observing  and  knowing  uliat  uiay  be  stirred 
in  parliiiineiit,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  order; 
so  we  cannot  but  think,  that  it  becomes  them 
to  make  use  of  that  ailvantagc,  in  beUntf  of 
their  distant  brethren,  as  often  as  neeij  shall 
require ; especially  at  a time  when  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  clergy  are  not  attending  in 
cuiT\'ocation,  and  in  n readiness  to  cserc  their 
known  ligbt  nf  applying  to  the  legislature  on 
nil  such  occasions. 

" 5.  Because  the  Lnnrlon  Cleigy,  from  whence 
the  petition  came,  are,  in  our  opinion,  and  have 
been  always  esteemed,  nf  great  consideration, 
with  respect  to  their  extensive  influence,  and 
their  ability  to  be  serviceable  to  the  state  in 
important  cenjunciurcs.  From  this  body  of 
men  have  proceeded  many  of  the  most  eminent 
lights  of  the  church,  and  ornaments  of  the 
bishops'  bench,  especially  since  the  Uevolu- 
tion;  and,  in  the  reign  preceding  it,  their  never 
to  be  forgotten  labours  jiiit  a stop  to  tlie  torrent 
of  .popery,  then  ready  to  overflow  us.  On 
which,  and  many  other  accounts,  we  cannot 
but  wish,  that  tlie  applications  at  any  time 
made  to  this  House  by  the  City  Clergy,  might 
be  received  with  r^ard  and  ceoderness,  and  a 
more  tlian  nrdiuary  indulgence  allowed  them, 
at  a time  when  so  great  favours  are  about  to  be 
bestoveed  on  the  professed  oppugners  of  their 
function  aud  maintenance. 

“ 6.  Because  by  experience,  we  find,  that 
the  treating  iu  this  inanner  a petition  from  any 

Eat  and  considerable  body  of  men  is  not  the 
t way  to  allay  the  jealousies,  and  extinguish 
the  uneasiness  chat  ticcasioned  it : a very  ctm- 
irary  eflecc  having  followed  (according  to  the 
best  of  our  observation)  from  the  rejecting  n ^ 
peiicioD  lately  oflered  by  ihu  city  of  London ; | 
Ami  the  oftener  such  instances  are  repeated,  i 
the  more,  we  fear,  the  disaflection  of  the  people  | 
will  encreose,  who,  tbitiking  themselves  under  : 
hardships,  from  wbicb  they  desire  to  be  re-  | 
lieved,  may  look  npon  it,  as  a new  and  yet 
greater  bardsliip  not  to  be  heard ; and  though 
the  modest  and  dutiful  demeanor  of  the  clergy  . 
should  DO  ways  contribute  to  these  conse- 

Suences,  yet  we  know  not  how  far  this  may  be 
le  case  with- respect  to  their  flocks,  to  whom  ' 
their  persons  and  characters  are  dear,  and  wliu 
may  therefore  be  induced,  by  the  reverence  . 
they  bear  to  their  pastors,  to  express  as  much  | 
concern  on  their  account,  as  they  would  do  on  ] 
their  own : for  which  reason  it  was  our  earnest 
desirej  that  this  second,  and,  iu  our  opinion, 
dangerous  axpeiimem  might  not  have  been 
made*. — ^(Signed,)  W.  Ebor’,  Weston, 
Uxbridge,  Scarsdale,  Compton,  Bristol, 
Couingsbv,  Siraflbrd,  Foley,  Aberdeen, 
Gower,  I'Kvor,  Bingley,  St.  John  de 


* Tliia  Protest  was  expunged  by  order  of 
the  Stb  of  Marsh  following. 

\ouVU.‘ 


Bletsoe,  Guilford,  Cowper,  North  and 
Grey,  Bathurst,  Montjuy,  Fran.Boneu’.” 

Tht  Quaktn’  AffirmalUm  SiU  pastes  lAt 
Lortb.]  June  IS.  The  Lords  went  into  a 
Committee  on  die  Quakers’  bill : and  after 
the  readiug  of  the  first  clause,  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  moved,  “ Tiiftt  tlie  Quakers'  Af- 
flrmation  m^ht  not  he  admitted  in  Courts  of 
judicature,  but  among  ihcinselves;’'  and  the 
Archbishop  of  York  moved  ft»r  a douse,  “That 
tbe  Quakers’ Alfinnatioii  should  not  go  in  any 
suit  at  law  for  tyihes;”  but  the  quesliou  being 
put  thereupon,  it  was  carried  in  tiie  negative  by 
63  voices  against  31, 

Protut  iigainii  »V.]T'Jan.  19.  TbcBillwas 
read  the  third  time,  mid  the  question  being 
put,  “ That  the  Bill  do  paas,”  it  was  resolved 
In  the  aflirmative. 

“ Dis-senlient'  W.  Cant.  Jo.  Oxen. 

1.  Becanse  the  privileges  allowed  by  this 
Bill  to  the  Quakers  are  without  example,  and 
no  ways  proportioned  to  the  steps  furmerty 
takeu  towards  a gradual  indulgence  of  them; 
lor  tvhereas  they  have  been  hitherto  under  the 
real  obligation  of  an  oath,  though  dispensed 
with  as  to  some  formalities,  with  respect  to  the 
manner  of  wording  and  taking  it,  they  are  now 
altogether  released  both  from  the  form  and 
substance  of  an  oath,  and  admitted  Co  profess 
lidelity  and  give  testimony  upon  their  simple 
affirmation ; nor  are  these  great  privileges  mv 
dulged  to  them,  as  tba  less  were,  bom  time  to 
time,  and  by  degrees,  but  ere  at  once  made 
perpetual. 

“ 2.  Becau.se  we  look  upon  the  Quakers, 
wlio  reject  the  two  sacraments  of  Christ,  and 
are,  as  far  as  they  so  do,  unworthy  of  the  name 
of  Christians,  to  be  on  that  account  unworthy 
also  of  receiving  such  distinguishing  murks  of 

“ 3.  Because  the  Quakers,  as  they  renounce 
the  institutions  of  Christ,  so  have  not  given 
even  tlie  evidence  by  law  required  of  their  be- 
lief of  ills  divinity,  it  uo  ways  appearing  to  us, 
nor  do  we  believe  it  cau  be  made  appear,  that 
. ever  since  they  were  first  indulged,  l\V.  & M. 
one  Quaker  in  no  hundred  bath  subscribed  tiie 
prufessioa  of  Christian  belief  directed  by  that 
act;  uor could  we,  upon  amotion  made  m the 
Uouse,  prevail)  that  they  should  even  now  be 
obliged,  by  such  previous  subscription,  to  in- 
tiile  themselves  to  the  new  aod  extraordinary 
favours  designed  them;  the  consequence  of 
which  must,  in  our  opinion,  be,  that  they  will 
encourage  themselves  yet  farther  in  their  avei^ 
sion  to  subscribe  that  profession  of  Christian 
belief,  which  tlicy  seem  more  to  decline  iliaq 
even  the  taking  of  an  oath,  since  great  numbers 
of  them  have  sworn,  though  very  few  hava 
subscribed  that  profession ; nor  are  we  without 
apprehensions,  tW  it  may  reflect  some  disho- 
nour on  the  Christian  feith,  if  the  evidence 
given  by  such  persons,  on  their  bare  word,  shall, 
by  law,  be  judged  of  equal  credit  with  the  so- 
lemn oath  of  an  acknowledged  Christian  and 

•incere.^p])^f  the  ^caUsbed  cptumuaioni 
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“ 4.  Beeauie  wc  liJok  opou  it  us  hi^ly  nn- 
Mason&lilc,  ibat  in  n kingdom  wtMre  th«  nobles, 
lilt  cltruy  and  commons  arc  aliiigetl  to  swear 
/cnlty  CO  l>>e  crown,  and  cveo  the  Euveie^n 
iiiinsel/'  takes  an  oslb  nt  bis  coranaiioii,  a par- 
ticular sect  of  ineo,  aliu  refiue  to  serve  the 
state  richer  as  civH  officers  or  seMiets,  should 
Iso  entirely  released  from  that  ol)ligiliou;  since 
it  is  natural  to  expect,  that  persons  thus  in- 
dolRCiI,  os  in  the  maimer  and  the  mcosore  of 

criiirming  their  ollesinncc.shcmld,  by  degrees, 

(!  iiidnccd  tetedly  to  witlidcaw  it,  until  they  be- 
come as  bad  subj«-ts  as  Gbristians. 

“ 5.  Because,  tliongli  such  cstrantdinary 
privileges  are  allmved  to  the  sect  of  (junkers 
»y  this  bilij  yet  there  is  no  mark  or  test  pre- 
Krihetl  by  it,  or  by  any  otlicr  act,  by  which  it 
may  certainly  he  linowii  «lio  are  Quakers,  and 
conse<]uencty  wlio  nre  or  are  not  inticted  to 
those  privil^es ; from  whence  this  inconveni- 
ence may  arise,  (hat  many  nuc  realty  Quakers 
may  yet  sheitur  ilicirsetvcs  under  the  cover  of 
that  imine,  ou  purpose  to  be  released  from  tlie 
obligatiou  of  ouihs;  it  not  being,  we  conceive, 
intfappowerof  the  magistrate,  ns  this  billstands, 
to  oblige  any  person  to  tnke  an  oath,  who  at 
the  lime  of  irnderiiig  it  shall  profess  ffimself  a 
Quaker;  so  that  the  cuncessiuos  mm  ihade  to 
tliai  sect  may  prove  a great  inlet  to  hypocrisy 
and  falshood,  aud  will  naturally  tend  towards 
jucreasing  their  humfaers,  which  ne  rather  wish 
may  he  every  day  diminished. 

*'  d.  Be<»u'sc  we  do  m>t  npprebend,  that  the 
Quakers,  ns  a sect,  are  really  under  such  scru- 
ples in  point  of  uo  oath,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
ease  them  by  such  an  act,  few  of  them  having 
for  fire  and  twenty  years  past,  since  their  so- 
Icm  atfinnaiion,  equivideut  to  an  .oath,  was  en- 
acted, ever  refiised  to  comply  with  it;  and 
Should  this  have  now  and  then  happened,  yet 
when  the  great  body  of  any  sort  of  sectaries 
are  at  ense  in  their  consciences,  the  scruples  of 
a few,  we  think,  ought  not  to  bo  regarded,  es- 
pecially ifcuiitinuim;  the  taw  now  in  force  will 
probably  extinguish  those  scruples;  and  the 
repeal  of  it  mul  certainly  give  new  lile  and 
ktrength'to  them, 

“ 7.  Because  the  security  of  tlie  subject’s 
property,  which  depends  upon  testimony,  seems 
to  US  CO  be  lessened  by  this  act;  tlu:  reverence 
of  an  oath  having  been  always  observed  to 
cerate  farther  towards  the  discovery  of  truth, 
(ban  any  other  less  soleiun  form  of  asseveration; 
nor  CBU  the  Quakers  be  escepred  in  this  case, 
whose  awful  apprehensions  oi  an  unih  appear 
from  their  eamett  endeavours  to  decline  it; 
and  therelbrc,  where  the  payment  of  tithes,  by 
tliem  held  to  he  sinfu],  is  cuaccrnerl,  llihy  will 
have  strong  inducements  to  ilis|ui;e  the  trucli, 
in  what  they  simply  uffinn,  rotber  thau  wound 
their  consciences  and  credit,  by  contributing 
towards  the  support  of  such  andchi^sttan  pny- 
inent:  in  other  cases  of  property,  tiieir  interest 
only  will  clash  with  their  veracity ; hut  the 
double  moiire  of  interest  and  cousclebce  will 
influence  them  with  respect  lo  ibeclrrgy,  whose 
Calling  afidm.iriiticiisattte'the^eaiMlIy'caadt^m 


“ 8.  Because  the  inducement  mentioned  in 
the  bill  towards  gmntiog  the  Quakers  those  h* 
veurs,  that  they  are  tvell  aficcced  to  the  gorem- 
meut,  a position  ofwhich  we  have  some  doubt, 
might,  we  apprehend,  Ire  improved  into  a reason 
for  granting  the  like  favours  tu  Deists,  Aritns, 
Jews,  and  even  to  IIcoUiciis  ibcmselves;  all  uf 
w'hicli  may  [jossHily  bo,  as  some  of  them  cer- 
tainly are,  friends  Co  the  guverument : boweter, 

: their  friendsliip,  ne  presume,  would  be  culti- 
vated ut  too  great  an  expciice,  if,  for  the  s.iki 
of  it,  any  thing  should  be  done  by  the  leetsia- 
ture  which  luight  weaken  the  security  of  all  gu- 
veromcnts,an  oath;  and  by  that  means  do  more 
mischief  to  the  state  in  one  respect,  than  it 
brought  advantnge  io  anailier;  and  we  tlie  ra- 
ther thus  choose  to  roasou,  because  an  a^u- 
mem  was  umed  in  the  debate,  and  no  woys 
disavowed,  That  if  Ileathem  themselves  were 
equally  of  use  to  tho  state,  as  the  Quakers  are, 
they  ought  also,  equally  by  law,  to  he  indulged; 
whereas  our  firm  persuasion  is,  that  as  no  iibu 
should  be  persecuted  for  his  opinions  in  reli- 
gion, so  neither  should  auy  man,  who  is  knowa 
to  avow  principles  destructive  of  Ctiristiauity, 
however  useful  he  may  otherwise  be  tu  the 
stale,  be  encouraged  by  a law,  made  purposely 
in  lis  favour,  to  contiuoe  in  those  principles.— 
(Signed,)  W.  Ebor',  I'ra.  Hoffeu,  Compton, 
Monijoy,  Strafford,  Trevor,  Gower,  Sa- 
lisbury, Aberdeen,  St.  John  dc  Bletsho, 
Frao.  Cestriens’.” 

Mr.  Hulchesiin’s  Speech  r>a  <A«  BiH  far  btUtr 
securing  the  /reedom  of  Elettiom,]  January 
33.  llie  Bill  ‘ For  bettersecuriug  the  Freedom 
* of  F.lectionS  of  Members  to  serve  in  Parlm- 
‘ lueni'  wns  read  a second  time.  Upon  which 

Mr.  Archibald  Hnlcheton  stood  up  and 
spoke  for  tbecummitliDg  chesamc,  as  Allows: 

“ Mr.  Speaker; 

"'Th(iD|lii  think  the  necessity  of  the  Bill 
which  has  been  read  to  you,  is  of  itself  .a  suf- 
ficient argument  fur  it,  yet  since  I vrusone  . 
of  those  who  had  the  honout'  of  your  cum-  I 
mauds  for  bringing  it  in,  it  may,  perhaps,  ^ 
expected  that  I should  say  something  upon  it.  | 
As  therefore  there  is  too  much  reason  to  appre-  , 
bend,  that  this  is  the  last  stru^le  you  are  ever  like 
to  hnve  for  the  preservation  of  your  rights  and 
liberties;  so  eertaiijly  the  efforts  of  every  he-  | 

nest  mnn  aremore  tiian  ordinarily  r^uistte  st 
this  critical  junciuro,  to  procure,  if  it  be  pos-  , 
sibic,  the  choice  of  a /ree  and  indepenoeat 
pwiiaraent,  that  beiug  die  only  means,  undo  | 
Proviiiencc,  which  can  save  you  from  that  sW*  ] 
ofruiuBud  confusion  which  seeia  so  tmmediatdy 
CO  threaten,  and  to  be  baoi;iugnver  you.  H yau 
should  have  the  misforcuue  lo  miscarry,  »ad 
that  the  majority  of  this  Ilouse  should  1^^ 
after  be  cuinposcri  of  persons,  who  hare  views 
and  schemes  to  pursue  repugnant  to  the  com' 
mou  good  and  ease  of  char  country,  what  else 
most  you  then  expect  but  the  contiouencerf 
leaatjlf  uot  the  ioctease,  of  those  heavy 
thens  yon  have  already  -upon  you,  and  at  eve*7 
■eitfnittriTJe'thr'Iioiscar'eud'iisdactiDn  of  pan*** 
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tlut  niAtter,  will  lie  roniid  so  ea»  and  praciica* 
ble,  and  go  liulc  liable  u nnjr  u&jectioB,  that  U 
would  be  needless  in  me  to  take  up  juur  time 
in  otilarging  t^on  tliat  bead.  But  tnr  tlic  pe- 
nalties upon  false  returns,  nalesstliuy  lire  set- 
tled on  (ue  severestand  most  rigorous  terms,  it 
will  be  in  tain  far  van  to  cunieud  will)  siK'rdIa 
niid  returning  omcers,  wfao,  instead  uf  tins 
[leupte  iu  wliom  llie  right  is  and  ought  to  l« 
iodgod,  will  draw  tlie  whole  power  of  elections 
into  their  own  bauds,  and  tberelbre  they  ougliK 
to  c beyed  up  to  such  strict  rules,  ns  that  they 
shall  never  dare,  upon  any  account  whatsoever 
to  depart  from  tlicm,  much  less  to  be  subject 
to  those  sort  of  influences,  whicli,  of  all  Olliers, 
YOU  hate  most  reason  to  be  jealous  ot.  Wo 
know  that  persons  heretofore  have  not  only 
bribed  the  returning  officer,  but  have  evfn  iu- 
dciuniPed  him  against  the  whnle  penalty  uf 
£00/.  radicr  than  nutgrethe  return,  right  or 
wrong,  in  fevour  of  ihemselves;  depending,  I 
suppose,  upon  the  strengtii  and  partiality  uf 
ilicir  friends,  Ui  maintnin  them,  at  any  rate,  in 
the  unjustiflablc  possession  of  a seat  here; 
this  lias  been  practised  upon  lurmer  occasions, 
nnd  therefore  there  is  always  just  grounds  tu 
suspect  it  will  be  allenipled  oguin.  And  it  is  ' 


ment  bisely  prostituted  to  thedesmietircmea- 
sures  of  those,  wbo  shall  rlicu  happen  to  be  in 
power,  which,  without  other  means  of  violence 
could  nut  be  Justified  and  supported?  If  you 
should  be  plunged  into  nn  unnecessary  and 
expensive  war,  if  your  trade  nnd  interestsliQuId 
be  sacrificed  for  the  scrvico  of  oiher  princes, 
and  it  inny  be,  that  done  coo,  only  to  cogur.e 
tlieiQ  to  ilie  concession  of  foreign)  province 
and  ao]ulsitions.  iu  wLidi  Uritain  lins  not  the 
least  concern,  whet  redress  could  oor  country 
liope  for,  even  under  such  geievanres  from  pa- 
triots who  Iwd  themselves  coiiinbuted  towards 


centiousness  and  public  frauds  would  then  has 
Ibeiropeu  nnd  avowed  ndrocatesj  and  it  would 
he  110  wonder  to  see  tlic  greatest  criminals  es- 
cape unpunuhed,  when  the  power  uf  remission 
and  pardon  of  crimes  were  so  much  in  their 

“ It  is  too  notorious  what  attempts  are 
carrying  no  to  invade  the  freedom  of  your  iip- 
pruachiog  elections;  in  some  places  by  clircnis, 
to  fill  and  overaive  them  with  ihc  quarCeriog 
of  troops,  if  tliey  do  not  comply  ; in  others, 
by  the  corrupt  loliciintiuiis  of  ngeucs  anil  ms 
^ dertakers,  employed  by  those  who.  from  the 
* incredible  sums  which  me  dispersril,  one  ruii&t 
imagine,  have  more  than  private  pluses  at  their 
command. 

“ But  wlint,  in  God's  n.-ime,  can  all  ihii  tend 
to’  What  other  cuuslfuction  can  any  man  in 
common  sense  put  upon  all  these  things,  but 
that  there  seems  to  have  been  a formeil  design, 
by  violence  and  oppression,  first  to  hmnbie  you 
und  to  make  your  necks  pliable  tu  the  yoke 
that  is  designed  for  you,  nod  then  to  fiuish  tlie 
work  by  tempting  the  poverty  and  necessities 
of  tbs  people,  to  sell  themselvu  into  the  most 
abject  and  detestable  slavery,  fur  that  very 
money  wbicb  had  been  either  uiinecessurily 
raised,  or  mercilessly  and  uajusily  plundereil 
aud  tom  from  their  very  bowels  ? Aud  thus  you 
moy  be  ia  u fair  way  of  being  subdued  by  yonr 
«wn  weapons.  Nor  can  I imagine  what  in- 
ducement luen  con  have,  who  run  from  borough 
to  boraugli,  and  purchnse  their  electious  at 
such  exuavagant  rales,  unless  it  be  from  a 
stroug  expectation  of  being  well  rvpaiil  fur 
their  voles,  ami  of  receiving  ample  recoinpence 
nnd  rewards  for  the  secret  service  iliey  have 
coveaanted  taperform  here.  In  this  situation, 
it  is  high  tine  for  geutlemen  to  put  themsrlves 
upon  their  guard  ; aud  if  it  be  not  already  too 
Inte,  Uiendcavoor  to  put  a stop  to  the  course 
of  those  evils,  which  ore  otherwise  likely  so  . 
soon  to  overtake  them.  It  is  for  these  'pur- 
poses that  this  Bill  is  now  before  you,  and  I 
hope  it  either  is,  or  by  yourossisiaoce  will  be 
made  such,  as  may  fully  answer  the  cods  for 
which  you  were  pleased  to  order  it  tu  be 
brnu^tin. 

“TbeabuMs  in  the  manner  of  dispalobing 
your  writs  to  the  tlierifrs,were  the  motives  which 
first  led  youiutn  this  consideration.  I aui  per- 
suaded the  la^ud  here  Jiiewiiw  to^i^cuate^ 


sach  a pass,  that  if  you  i 
even  10  ilouble  that  pcodiy,  without  doing 
eoiuethiug  else,  I aranfraid  it  would  have  little 
or  no  elTcct.  But  when  all  those  bands  of  in- 
demnity nredoehired  null  and  void,  wheu  (be 
securities  usually  given  and  taken  upon  these 
ocensiousare  withdrawn,  they  may  then,  per- 
linps,  be  deterred,  at  least  from  so  barefaced 
a practice  of  these  arbitrary  and  illegal  pro- 
ceedings fur  the  future. 

“ Another  expedient  fur  securing  the  free- 
dom of  your  electiuus,  niul  which,  ftliiuk,  will 
nure  eneciually  enutrihute  towards  it,  than 
my  one  thing  whntsourcr,  istbeRunulliagthe 
otesof  those  swnrms  of  officers  in  the  customs 
iiid  excise;  they  are  already  subjected  to  the 
jeoaliy  uf  100/.  if  they  shall  presume  tq  in- 
termeddle; this  therefore  is  no  more  than  a 
natural  consequence,  and  a necessary  enforce- 
tnent  of  wiinc  you  have  done  ttfoie.  The 
cummissioners  themselves  ul  those  brandies  of 
have  been  for  some  time  under  a 
legal  incapacity  ofsittinghere,as  beingthoughc 
under  such  sir'ing  ties  and  influences,  lu  regard 
tn  their  eu^ployments,  us  were  inconsistent  with 
that  freedom  with  which  men  ought  to  net  in 
parliament;  certainly  then  the  some  reason 
will  hold  guod  as  to  the  votes  of  them  and 
their  inferior  officers,  emecisUy  in  matters  that 
nearly  relate  tu  it.  There  is  likewise  a pro- 
lo,  that  .110  person  shall  be  cspoble  of  pos- 
sessing any  of  these  offices,  fur  n certain  time 
to  he  limited,  after  they  shall  liarc  tendered 
tlieir  voles  in  nay  olectinn ; nnd  tbs  reason  of 
lhatis  lery  plain  : withouiuall  this  disability 
wouldsignify  DOthiiig;  for  by  diiplaciug  them 
just  to  serve  u inm,  nnd  restoring  them  ugain 
iininedintely  al'iep,  the  whole  force  of  this  clause 
woold  be  entirely  defeated. 

I ipnke  00  jlgobt  but  (be  iuceouw  waj  very 
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jast  and  conmendalils  of  the  gentlemen  wbo 
brought  in  ibe  QoalificaCion  Act,  which  was 
certninljr  deai|tied  (o  establish  a landed  pro- 
perty ill  parliuniCDt,  without  which,  I will 
Temure  to  say,  it  will  be  impossible  you  should 
be  safe ; but  that  matter  stoods  at  preseot  upmi 
so  loose  a foot,  that  i nm  afrnid  it  hat  hitherto 
been  of  very  little  use  or  service  to  you.  What 
dependence,  for  iatunce,  can  you  have  upon 
a man  who  has  no  more  than  300f.  a year  iu 
land,  or,  perhaps,  only  an  annuity  of  tliat 
value  for  life,  aod  has  at  the  same  umo  30  or 
40,000f.  in  the  funds,  ornn  employment  of  3 
or  3,000/,  a year  civil  or  military  from  the 
crowu/  And  even  that  small.quali/fcatian  is  no 
Otherwise  oblif;uioiy  upon  him,  but  merely  to 
swear  to  his  having  it,  if  it  be  required,  at  the 
time  of  his  election  ; for  ihougii  he  sells  it,  or 
otherwise  divests  liimself  of  it  iniinediacely  af- 
ter, yet  it  remnine  a dnubt,  wbetlicr,  by  so 
doing,  ha  sliall  vaente  his  seat  in  parliament. 
This  is  certainly  such  an  omissioii  as  requires  to 
be  better  regulated  and  explained,  ^ere  is 
likewise  a saving  in  that  act  in  I'avour  of  eldest 
sons  of  peers,  and  die  same  fnr  these  of  coni- 
suonersof  CCn/.ayvur;  butlconfess  I am  at 
a loss  to  6nd  out  upon  wliat  grounds  the  latter 
was  inserted,  unless  care  bad  been  taken  at 
the  same  time  to  have  obliged  the  father  or  the 
sou  Co  have  proved  the  possession  of  sucli  an 
estate:  for  at  prcECUt,  let  the  circumsinnces  of 
Uic  family  be  what  they  will,  if  the  eldest  son 
cun  pmciite  himself  to  be  elected,  I cannot 
see  but  he  is  intitled  to  a sent  here,  without  any 
farther  examination  whatsoever.  This  is  eno- 
Cher  defect  so  gross  in  your  former  act,  and 
opens  u back  door  t»  so  many  persons,  so  iu- 
tircly  coairary  Co  the  intent  and  meaning  of  it, 
that  it  very  welljuscihes  the  repeal  of  it  by  this 
bill,  I mean  so  far  only  os  relates  to  die  eldest 
suns  ufcnnimouerp. 

“ Whether  the  House  will  bo  willing  to 
enact  it  by  a clause,  must  be  sabuiiued  to 
thcjD,  I only  take  the  liberty  to  meniioii,  ihnc 
it  wece  very  much  to  be  wished,  that  gentlemen 
of  estates  nod  families  in  the  country  would 
beartily  unite  in  this  particular,  of  keeping  the 
oleciians  iu  their  scveriil  counties  among  thcio- 
sclves;  that  they  would  resolve  inviiifably  to 
support,  each  oilicc's  interest  against  the  io- 
ernacbments  and  corrupt  applications  of 
strangers,  let  them  cumc  from  what  quarter 
they  will.  If  tbi>  were  done,  it  wnnld,  in  a 
great  measure,  put  an  end  to  diosc  dungeroas 
and  infuinous  prnctii-rs  ilutt  are  now  on  foot, 
and  wc  might  hope  once  more  to  see  this  House 
filled  With  gcmlemeu  of  free  and  independent 
fiirtones,  such  as  would  be  above  making  tbeir 
court  any  where  at  the  expeiice  of  their  ceun- 
try,  and  would  despise  all  mnnner  of  slavish 
concessions  to  men  in  power ; ministers  would 
(hen  be  ueillicr  able  to  screen  theinselves,  or 
their  friends,  agninsc  your  inquiries;  sad  the 
boldest  and  most  enterprising  of  tlicm  would  be 
made  to  tremble  at  the  apprehensions  of  your 
animadversions  upon  them ; nor  should  we 
tlien,  it  is  (Q  be  hoped,  sit  tamely  here,  and  see 


our  coantry  harrassed  with  the  etpeaces  of 
fruitless  expeditions  abroad,  and  with  the 
nnincenaoce  of  a standing  army  at  borne  dan- 
gerous to  our  coDSlituCion  and  liberties. 

“ I'here  are  other  ports  of  this  bill,  which  I 
led  like  to  have  omitted  to  have  spoken  Ul 
which  are  designed,  if  possible,  to  put  a stop 
to  that  lurreat  ofbribery  and  corruption,  which 
Ibe  iniquitY  of  tie  times  has  let  in  upon  yon ; 
and  though  1 have  very  little  prospect  of  any 
good  e^C  that  way,  and  whatsoever  the  late 
of  this  bill  may  be,  every  gentleman,  1 dare 
swear,  will  so  fur  agree,  that  some  melhnd 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  such  practices,  or 
ilie  kingdom  must  be  undone.  If  at  this  time 
yon  had  men  at  the  head  of  yonr  administra- 
tion, will)  had  ever  been  charged  with,  or  any 
way  convicted  ofsuch  crimes,  lown  it  would  be 
in  vain  co  propose  this,  or  any  otfacr  method,  ta 
unisb  and  disconrage  it.  Were  it  possible  to 
elieve,  that  the  influences  of  such  men  coalil 

Iirevail  here,  or  in  any  other  branch  of  the 
eeisinture,  it  wonld  dien  be  no  wonder  to  see 
this  lull  miscarry,  or  to  hear  it  treated  as  a 
composicioii  of  absurdities,  or  as  a vidlaUDn  of 
the  birtlirights  of  great  numbers  of  his  majesty's 
best  snbjecis.  Hut  ut  present  this  shall  be  no 
reasmi  with  me  toaniicipatesomucbill  fortune 
to  it,  since  it  is  plain  it  could  come  befom  yon 
with  no  other  view,  but  to  restore  the  freedom 
and  honour  of  perliament,  to  rescue  the  rights 
and  lihercks  of  our  country,  and  to  save,  if  it 
be  possible,  the  po«r  remnant  of  onr  cciutti- 
tuiinn.  Tliese  are  llie  cossideraiions  which 
occur  to  me  in  favour  of  this  bill;  and  I hum- 
bly move  you  that  it  uiuy  be  cooimitted.” 
Accordingly  the  said  Sill  was  committed  to 
a Committee  of  the  wiinle  House. 

Uetale  in  ihe  Lordi  on  a Molion  for  tht 
Imlrutliom  re/e/mg  to  tht  BrilUh  Xguadriat  ■ 
tent  into  the  Baltic  for  teveral  yean  past.] 
•Tan.  95.  The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House 
to  be  in  a Comniktre  in  take  itiio  farther  con- 
siilmtioii  the  causes  of  coniractiog  so  large  s 
Navy  Debt;  and  the  Instruction  tu  the  said 
Committer  that  they  il»,  in  ilie  first  place,  con- 
sider of  the  occasion  of  that  pact  uf  ibe  said 
debt,  which  arises  fmm  hnving  employed  more 
men  iu  the  sen  service  in  any  year,  chan  were 
provided  for  by  parliament  for  such  year,  and 
from  the  not  paying  off  all  tlie  scaiurn  at 
winter,  being  called  for,  a motion  was  made, 
“ I'hat  autlicntic  Copies  of  the  several  Trea- 
ties, Instcuctiims,  and  Orders,  relating  to  ihe 
firitisb  squadrons  being  sent  into  the  Baltic, 
for  several  years  last  past,  be  laid  before  the 
House,  that  the  true  occasion  of  that  pact  of  the 
Novy  Dcbtj'which  the  Committee  is  instrucied 
to  consider  in  the  first  place,  may  belter  ap- 
pear, as  also,  tbot  the  Act  of  Settlement  Iim 
not  been  infringed  by  these  northem  expedt- 

Herenpon  a debate  eiisned,  wherein  lord 
Bathurst  alledged,  That  ilie  immense  iocrwse 

of  the  National  Debt  was  owing  to  the 
number  of  ships  that  had  been  jemployed  in  (he 
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Billie  nnd  jMetHtcrranean  ; ihe  great  numbers 
of  teatnen  in  tlmse  ships,  and  Uielceeping  those 
scDHien  iu  pnv  daring  the  winter  seasun ; eon* 
eluding,  clmi,  in  his  opinion,  those  oxiniordi- 
Btiy  npeoces  were  not  necessary  for  the 
service  of  Omit  liriinin.  IIis  lordship  ires 
supported  by  the  lord  North  nnd  Orey,  tice 
earl  (Jowper,  the  curl  of  ScralTord,  the  bishop 
of  Hoehester,  the  lord  Trevor,  and  the  enri 
Coiiingsby  ; boi  ih>  v weie  opposed  by  tiie  earl 
of  Stiiiderlimd,  lont  rovmseiid,  duke  of  Argyle, 
curl  of  lUy,  and  the  duke  of  Newcastle. 

Protest  u^ointt  rrjtcling  it.]  The  question 
beuig  put,  it  was  tesnlrcd  in  the  negative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

“ 1.  Bectuse  it  being  now  arimitred  by  the 
House,  in  the  iiistructinn  given  to  the  Com* 
mittee,  that  the  Navy-Debt  was  increased  by 
employing  more  men  in  the  son-service  yearly 
than  were  provideil  for  by  parliament,  and  by 
the  not  paying  them  off  in  the  winter ; the  in- 
tention of  the  House  in  that  instruction  most, 
in  our  opinion,  manifestly  be  lodirecC  tlieCom- 
initteo  Co  inquire  into  the  true  occasion  and 
rensonabletiess  of  those  Services,  by  which  the 
Navy-Debt  was  increased ; and  that  end  could 
not,  we  chink,  be  any  ways  atmined  without  a 
sight  of  those  treaties,  icstructions  and  orders, 
u^n  which  Chose  services  were  founded,  since 
Hwconsideringthe  occnsioii  of  an  etcraoidinary 
acknowledged  expence  must,  we  conceive,  im- 
ply an  inquiry  into  the  true  causes  for  which 
Buch  an  expe'nce  was  made;  we  did  therefore 
tliink  it  necessary  Co  desire  copies  of  the  trea- 
ties, instructions  nnd  orders  relating  to  the  se- 
rcriil  lialiic  expeditions,  because  witliout  them 
ne  cnidd  hoc  pussihly  learn  the  true  reasons  of 
dioso  expudicions;  and  it  seemed  to  us  iocon- 
gruous  (hat  the  House  should  direct  nn  inquiry, 
and  nnc  contribute  to  it,  by  directing  also  chose 
niiierials  Co  be  laid  heiore  the  Committee, 
which  atone  could  render  such  an  iuquiry  ef- 
fectuid. 

“1!.  Because  the  want  of  such  authentic 
papers  and  instructions  rouM  no  ways,  we  think, 
be  supplied  by  any  verbal  representariuns,  that 
might  be  made  by  lords  in  the  ministry,  as  facts 
occoried  tn  their  memory  in  the  debate;  this 
being  no  suflicienC  foiiiidution  for  any  parlia- 
mentary inquiry,  much  less  for  such  a one  as 
tends  Co  approve,  excuse,  or  blame  the  mea- 
sures of  those  ill  power : since  we  cannot  diiiik 
it  suitable  either  to  the  rules  of  reason  or  the 
dirnicy  of  this  House,  to  proceed  cu  resolutions 
rrlatiiit;  to  the  conduct  of  ministers  upon  facts 
stated  bv  the  ministers  themselves. 

“ 3.  Bcc.inse  motions  for  such  papers  and  in- 
eeruments  have  been  frequently  made  and  cotn- 
plied  with,  nor  hath  any  such  niocion  ever  (as 
farm  we  can  learn)  tillof  late  been  refused; 
the  only  paper  included  in  the  general  motion 
that  we  tliought  any  ways  doubtful  whether  we 
should  obtain,  was  the  lord  Carteret's  iiistnic- 
tions,  winch  whis  moved  for  before,  iu  this  ses- 
aon,  without  success;  however,  we  had  Impes 
•f  prevailing  iCntn  for^A  rtightdtf i 'ilitit-  pRpest,  i 
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when  it  became  necessary,  as  we  apprehend,  to 
quality  llie  Coiomittee  of  the  wlnile  House  to 
do  the  work  appointed  by  il>e  House. 

“ -i.  Because  the  great  increase  oi'tlieNavy- 
Duhe  arose  from  the  frequent  sending  of  strong 
squadrons  to  theBnliic,  and  coniiuuiiig  them 
ibi-re  at  seasons  of  the  year  when  the  Brilisb 
Beet  bus  seldom  been  known  tn  be  cinployed  so 
fir  from  home,  and  in  so  rugged  a climate;  and 
Eheielbre  we  thought  it  reasonable  to  expect 
tJic  fullest  satisfnctlciii  in  our  inquiries  into  the 
grounds  of  expeditions,  which  had  been  carried 
on  in  so  unusual,  expensive  uiid  baznidous  a 
tuanaer;  which  the  more  psinnrdinary  they 
were,  the  more  they  needed,  in  ever}  ^e^pect, 
to  be  elenred  and  justified,  ebut  misapprehen- 
sions prevailing  without  doors,  in  reUciun  to 
these  Nortfaera  transactions,  might  be  rectified, 
and  sucli  precedents  might  not  remaio  without 
the  reasons  on  which  they  were  founded ; 
wlieteas  we  ore  non  apprehensive,  that  any 
resolutions  on  this  head  may  lose  uuchnf  (lieir 
weight  and  influence,  should  they  be  known  to 
lutvc  heeo  framed  upon  the  facts  barely  asserted 
by  the  ministers,  witlmut  eridence  of  any  sort 
to  prove  the  truth  of  thnse  facis. 

“ 5.  Because  one  great  view  we  bsd  in  our 
motion  for  liiote  papers  was  to  sutia^  our- 
selves and  otliers,  that  tbeAecofSetllementhad 
been  oo  ways  infringed  by  (bose  Northern  ex- 
peditious; a point  of  the  uPnost  consequence 
to  the  present  esteblisbmeot,  and  an  winch 
ilierefore  all  our  csre  and  circumipeciiou  ought 
ID  be  employed.-  It  is  the  birthright  of  the 
peerngr,  ns  to  concur  in  the  enacting  oil  Uws, 
SO  to  inquire  into  the  observation  of  them ; ana 
the  more  moiuetitnus  Che  law  is,  the  mure  icl>e- 
ennes  ns  to  cunsidcr  bow  far  it  bath  or  hath 
: mu  been  violated ; and  one  great  inducement 
i to  our  inquiry  into  the  observatibn  of  chat  law, 
was  the  jealousy  entertained  (as  we  conceive) 

I on  that  head,  by  many  of  his  majesty's  good  su^ 
jecis,  observing  ihot  the  war  in  the  North 
ended  at  last  in  a peace,  which  stripped 
Sweden  of  all  its  best  provinces,  and  confirmed 
the  acquisition  of  them  to  the  severalNor^em 
powers  concerned,  without  any  particular  ad- 
vamage,  that  we  hear  of,  stipulated  iu  behalf  of 
Ovea^BriCain,  besides  that  of  a new  guarantee 
for  tbe  Protescant  succession  : A sight  of  tlie 
said  treaties,  instructions  nnd  orders  might 
perhaps  have  dispelled  these  apprehensions ; 
and  therefore  wc'tbought  it  oar  duiv  to  move 
for  them,  and  to  express  our  cancoro  chat  such 
amotion  was  over-ruled;  for  we  cannot  think 
the  argument  used  to  discourage  us  from  insist- 
ing on  that  motioit  (that  it  amniinied  to  an  in- 
quiry whether  the  King  had  broke  Ills  Corona- 
tion oacli)  was  consisteut  with  the  freedom  of 
Parliamentary  Debates,  or  agreeable  to  the 
known  rules  of  oar  eonstiuition,  which  free  (ha 
crown  ^ni  all  blame,  and  sopposa  those  only 
who  give  pernicious  counsels  answerable  for  the 
ftilfd  effects  of  them.— W,  Ebnr', 
Boyle,  Foley,  Weston,  Bristol,  Se.  John 
de  BJetsho,  Montjoy,  Bingley,  Senrs- 
ix)ale,.-oAb^sen,iiSnBijtfiOiij.  i-Fr,  C«- 
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triens',  Fr.  BoiT«a’,  Guilford,  Straf- 
ford, North  aud  Grey,.Uabrid5c,  Ajlcs- 
ford,  Gonrer,  Baihurti:,  Trevor,  Coiv- 


Refolulim$  the  Larde  loucki^  the  Navy- 
Debt.]  Then  the  Houk,  according  to  order, 
was  adjourned  during  pleasure,  and  put  into 
the  said  Committee:  Ami  after  some  lime 
spent  therein,  the  House  was  resumed,  and  the 
earl  of  Clarendon  reported  the  two  following 
JUsolulioDs:  ' 

“ 1.  Time  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  the  eniplojing  great  numbers  of  seaineit  for 
eereral  years  lust  piist,mnretlinn  were  provided 
for  by  perliament,  and  thereby  increasing  the 
Debt  of  the  Navy,  was  occasioned  by  services 
which  either  were  pursuspl  to  the  previous  ad- 
vice, or  had  the  subsequent  approbation  of  one 
or  both  Honses  of  parliament,  and  which  wei« 
also  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  king-loni, 
and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

“ 3.  Tbnt  the  nature  of  the  said  services  ne- 
eessarily  requiring  some  of  his  roojesty's 
squadrons  to  m kept  out  the  whole  year,  and 
detaining  others  abroad  till  the  inuiiihs  of  No- 
vember or  December ; and  it  being  requisite  to 
fit  out  the  said  sq-mdrons  in  the  month  of  Fe- ' 
bruary  or  the  beginiiing  of  March,  in  order  to  I 
their  tailing  early  in'  the  spring,  tlie  paying 
them  npOD  their  return',  was  inconsistent 
with  tlie  due  performance  of  those  services ; 
nor  eoold  the  saving  (if  any)  by  such  payment 
have  b any  degree  made  amentfs  for  the  ill  con- 
sequences which  must  thereby  have  arisen 
from  the  disappointment  to  the  service.'’ 

Protest  of  ainsl  the  first  Resolution.]  The 
first  of  the  said  Uesdutioss  being  read  asecoiid 
time,  the  question  was  put,  whether  to  agree 
with  the  Committee  iu  ihisKesolutionf  It  was 
resolved  b the  Affirmative : 

“ Disseodent 

“ 1.  Heoause  this  resolution  seems  to  dash 
with  the  iustruction  from  wlience  it  sprung, 
which  was  to  consider  the  occasion  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  Navy-Debt  that  arose  from  em- 
ploying more  Bten  in  the  sca-service  tlion  were 
provided  for  by  parliament ; whereas  from  tlie 
reaobtion  it  appears  only,  that  tlw  services  oc- 
casioaed  the  debt,  not  whut  real  occasion  or 
reason  there  was  for  those  services,  wluch  yet 
was  the  point  we  suppose  chiedy  in  view,  aud 
most  worthy  of  a paniameiitary  Inquiry. 

liecause t^seservices  ore,  bthUreso- 
hitinu,  supposed  to  be  justified  by  the  previous 
advice  Of  suhs^uentapprobviioaofone  wbMh 
Houses  ofParliament:  whereas  it  did  cut  any 
way  appear  to  us  that  either  House  of  Parlia- 
meot  bad  previoasly  advised,  or  sulnequcntly 
approved  soeb  services,  tbon^  the  vouchers  iu 
that  respect  were  often  and  eacoestly  required ; 
uor  doth  it  appear  to  us,  how  that  assertion  is 
warranted,  eitW  by  auiieral  espressions  b 
votes  and  addresses,  or^y  astaieof  tlie  Navy- 
Debt  communicated  every  year  to  die  parlia- 
menti  tod^^p^rol^^^in  c^dorl(,as^ 


to  the  evidence  pointed  at,  we  could  wish  that 
the  growth  of  theNavy-Debt  liad  been  espUioed 
and  justified  by  an  inquiry  into  the  emts  and 
reasons  for  which  it  wiis  contracted ; but  this 
way  not  being  taken  nor  being  possible 
to  be  taken,  till  the  treaties,  iostrucitoni 
and  orders  requisite  to  this  purpose  are 
produced,  we  know  not  in  what  sense  citber 
tliose  sea-services,  or  that  greet  Navj-Dcbt 
tlioy  caused,  may  be  said  to  have  been  ap- 
proved by  this  or  the  other  House  of  Farlin- 

8.  “ But  had  we  been  duly  Informed  of  the 
true  motivesupon  which  tliiiee  services  were 
undertaken,  and  thereby  enabled  to  Judge  af 
their  reasonableness,  (as,  wo  think,  we  in  no 
degree  wore)  yet  WB  still  must  be  of  opinion, 
that  duisecoasideratioiis.bowiniporiBatMiever, 
would  not  have  Justified  the  exceeding  the 
numbey  of  men  asked  of  and  allowed  by  par- 
liament, which  nothing  but  nhsoluce  nnu  un- 
foreseen necessity  can  ever  excuse  ; wliereai 
the  occasions  of  these  extraordinary  cxpences 
were  foreseen,  and  the  fleets  were  sent  out 
for  raaay  years  snceessirely,  (the  parliament 
silting)  wilhout  ntiy  previous  demands  made  of 
such  supplies  ns  were  proportioned  to  the  ei- 
pciice intended;  and  we  are  further  ornpimoi>, 
Uiat  whenever  such  a debt  is  uonvoidably  in- 
curred, it  should  be  eipeciuily  stated  to  the  par- 
liament, together  with  the  necessity  that  occa- 
sioned it,  at  their  aex  t assemblicg,  that  tlie  excuse 
may  be  ilicn  either  allowed  or  censured,  and  the 
exceedingx  provided  fur  in  time,  instead  of 
being  olTered  to  run  on  for  many  years  together, 
till  an  insupportable  debtiscoiilracted,  wilhout 
quy  uther  notice  taken  of  tlie  reaann  of  iis 
growth,  than  the  layinganuually  a general  stale 
Ilf  the  debt  on  tiie  table  df  ihe  House  of  Cum- 
mons.  This  we  conceive  to  have  been  tlie  case,  i 
and,  if  it  be,  we  think,  we  do  pot  err  in  affirm- 
ing, cliat  bad  the  servicesappeared  to  have  been 
necessary,  yet  this  manner  of  increasiug  lli<  , 
deht  would  not  hnve  been  warranted.  ' 

i.  “ Neither  can  nc  apprehend,  liuvr  the 
safety  of  die  kingdom  depeuded  upon  dmse  ex- 
traordinary service^  some  of  which  weie  per-  i 
formed  in  the  Mediterranean,  othersin  die  cal- 
de,  against  poweis  not  at  enmity  with  Great- 
Qritalii,  whose  friendship  (it  seems  to  us)  we 
should  ratiicr  liave  cuJtivBCeo,and  whose  reseat- 
moots  we  had,  and  still  have  (we  fear)  reaaoB  i 
toupprehend:  we  cannot  but  think  itibetnie 
interest  of  GretU-Britaio,  to  intermeddle  as  ■ 
little  as  is  possible  in  the  quarrels  at  Eunqie; 
aud  then,  by  our  good  offices  cliiefly,  without 
declaring  any  tesmuiioo  to  support  our  media-  i 
tioB  by  force,  or  making  ourselves  either  prij^ 
cipals  or  ponies  in  wars  that  do  not  immvdi-  I 
aiely  coucem  us.  We  look  upon  our  na^  I 
(the  natural  security  of  oar  Island)  os  too  aoA  \ 

haurded,  nod  some  diief  branebesofourttow  I 

as  liighJy  endangered,  by  the  consequences  o> 
those  remote  axpediiioos;  nor  ore  we' yet 
tiafied,  that  the  peace,  by  us  mediated  om 
concluded  in  ibeNorih,  noth  not  nuide  iM  | 
provision  of  ^aviil.  Stores  for  our  fleet  aio®  i 
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precocious  thnn  formerly,  though  on  that  single 
article  Che  aafec;  ol*  the  kingdom  luay  possibly 
depend  i iiorcmi  we  judge  the  present  irati- 

auillicy  likely  to  lost,  since  aAer  nil  our  expence 
re  late  Northern  Peace  bath  reduced  Swetleii 
solowiRiid  left  tlieO^ar  in  the  pussessioo  of 
such  provinces  as  inay  render  him  very  formi- 
dable; and  whaciuatters  may  still  remain  uii- 
adjuvted  in  treaties,  whereby  the  present  tran- 
i]uilllty  may  suou  be  distnrbed,  vve  ctmoot  de- 
termine, since  we  have  nut  l>Kn  indulged  ill 
our  desire  nf  invpectiug  into  those  treaties. 

(Hi^ncd)  W.  F.bor',  Aylesford,  Foley, 

Scapsdale,  Trevor,  Aberdeen,  St.  John 
de  Bletsliu,  Sirallbrd,  North  and  Grey, 
i'r.  ItolFen’,  Gower,  Frau.  Cestn'ens’, 
Boyle,  Bathurst,  Bristol,  Weston,  Ux- 
bridge, Gowper,  Guilford,  CuioptoD, 
Bipgiey.” 

Prcfeit  against  the  second  Resalulion."]  Then 
tke-other  Resolution  being  likewise  read  a se- 
cond time,  the  question  was  put,  whether  to 
agree  with  the  Committee  inthcsaidReioiulion; 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ Dissentient’ 

1.  “ Because  that  part  of  the  question  which 
ctmeertu  such  of  his  majesty's  ships,  as  are 
eaki,  but  not  proved,.to  have  been  necessarily 
kept  out  the  whole  year,  bos  nut  the  least  re- 
lation, as  wc  conceive,  to  any  tiling  that  has  been 
yet  objected  to  ; which  was  the  not  paying 
ships  that  cane  hotne  before  winter, and  uiighr, 
by  the  antient  usage  of  the  navy,  to  have  heoii 
paid  olT,  and  ihcrefore,  wc  enunoe  but  think, 
was  very  improperly  made  part  of  the  question. 

2.  “ ^cause  it  being  admitted  in  the  ques- 
tion, that  the  ancient  usage  of  the  navy  was, 
that  all  sliips,  when  they  returned  home  from 
their  several  voyages, should  not  be  keptin  pay 
daring  the  winter,  (as  was  tlie  case  of  the  late 
Baltic  sqoadruns  lor  some  years  past)  and  it  not 
having  been  made  appear,  as  we  think,  in_  a 
pariiaroentary  way,  that  by  any  treaty  with 
Sweden  it  was  necessary  to  send  strips  sooner 
in  any  year,  than  might  have  becu  consisteut 
with  the  said  antient  usage,  ne  are  x>f  opinion, 
that  the  resolution  will  encouruge  the  practice 
complained  of,  and  will  greatly  contribute  to 
make  fleets,  so  mucli  the  honour  uotl  security 
uf  this  kingduiD,  too  chargeable  to  be  sup- 

^ S.  “ Because  we  cannot  but  be  ssrprized, 
that  there  should  be  the  least  doubt,  as  iu  tire 
question,  whether  any  money  luight  have  been 
saved  by  paying  off  the  men,  when  it  appears 
by  a paper  upon  the  table,  that  several  ship’s 
companies,  [amouiiiitig  to  many  thou.vands  of 
men,  have  been  kept  in  pay  during  the  winter, 

which  expence,  we  cannot  but  think,  ought  to 
have  beeu  avoided,  it  appearing  from  other  pa- 

Cs  and  repreaeotalioas  upon  the  table,  that 
. aaying  tlie  men  off,  more  than  five  parts  in 
six  of  the  whole  charge  of  those  men,  during  the 
winter,  badbecn  saved  to  tlie  public. 

4.  “ Because liresqlutiu)!  orriikUoaseLlhat: 
seems  tocourttenwice  a^raTOi'eofftiii'isOrt^^^ 


'J.—Deia/e  concerning  the  Kaey  Debt.  [058 
a time,  when  cverv  way  of  getting  money  at  the 
cvpence  oftbe  puolic,  is  found  to  be  less  in 
peopie'Ethoughts  thau  forraerlyjmay  probably 
encourage  those,  who  shall  have  cqiportnnity  in 
future  tiniea,  too  readily  to  contribnre  towards 
theeucrease  of  Navy- Debts,  though  they  arrr 
atteudeil  with  so  many  ill  conacqdeiices,  that 
his  majesty,  in  a most  gracious  speecli  riom  the 
throne,  Ims  very  lately  been  pleased  to  say,  they 
do  not  only  otfect  all  public  credit,  but  greatly 
rncrease  the  charge  artd  expence  of  the  current 
service,  and  are,  of  all  others,  the  most  heavy 

and  bnrtliensome. f Signed)  W.  Ebor’,  Cow. 

per,  Trevor, North  and  Grey,  Weston, 
Compton,  Uxbridge,  Strafford,  Bristol, 
Aylesford,  Guilford,  Bojle,  F.  Iloffeii. 
Bathurst,  Scarudule,  Cower,  F.  Ces- 
trieiis.  Aberdeen,  Foley,  Sr.  John  de 
Bletsoe.” 

Delate  in  the  Jjirde  on  the  ilotion,  That 
Victuullingihe  Skips  abroadkms  one  Cause  of  the 
Increase  qf  the  Nosy-Deit.J  February  1.  The 
Lords,  in  a grand  conimiitei;^  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  theNavy-Debt;  and  the  debate 
was  opened  by 

The  Earl  ot  Uxbridge  moving,  Thnt  some 
AccouBis  and  Orders,  relating  to  (he  Victual- 
ling, when  the  fleets  were  in  the  BaJuc  end 
Meditemuiean,  migbi  be  read.  After  the  read- 
ing of  those  ptqKirs,  his  lordship  endeavoured  to 
^ew,  That  one  occasion  of  the  increase  of  tlie 
Navy-Debt,  was  (lie  ships  being  victualled 
abroad,  by  the  commanders,  and  nut  1^  the 
proper  officers  nf  the  ViciuBUing  Office,  who 
are  cheques  upon  one  another ; whereas  the 
other  way  iliere  might  be  great  abuses,  by  com- 
manders chai^ng  move  to  the  goventmeut  for 
the  provisions,  than  they  really  cost. 

The  Lord  rorringtm  thinkinr;  himself  re- 
flected upon,  ashe  was  commander  iu  chiefin 
the  Mediterranean,  endeavoured  to  juuify 
liiingelflrom  any  imputation  of  that  nature, 
and  among  other  things  alledged,  That  provi- 
sioas  nerc  much  dpazer  there  than  in  England; 
that  it  was  impossible  to  curry  such  quantities 
from  lienee,  as  wonid  serve  for  any  lung  tima; 
and  tiierefore  they  are  obliged  to  buy  them  there 

His  Lordship  was  supported  by  tlie  lord 
Tuwnshend  and  the  earl  of  Hay;  and  though 
the  earl  Cowper,  the  lord  Bathurst,  the  carl  of 
Strafford,  and  the  earl  Cooingsby  hacked  the 
earl  ufUxbridge-,  yet  tiie  question  being  put, 
“ That  the  Victiinlling  his  majesty's  ships  by  any 
other  than  tlie  Victuallers  appointed  for  tlM 
service,  is  contrary  to  the  course  of  the  navy, 
and  by  taking  away  tbc  proper  cheques,  is  one 
great  cause  of  contracting  so  large  a Navy- 
Debt it  was  resolved  in  the  negative  wilbout 
dividing. 

Profest  against  rijccling  it."]  “Disseutient' 

1.  “ Because  it.  being  uuqaestiouabiy  the 
ancient  cooiso  of  lie  Navy  to  victual  all  his 
majesty’s  ships  h^  the  commissioners  of  tbo 

' ''by 'iTpaper  te. 
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turned  before  tliu  House  from  the  Viccuilling- 
Office,  time  men;  ships  ami  snuodrons  ot' ships 
bare  oflateyears  been  victualled  bjr  the  cum- 
rannderi,  verj'  few  of  which  were  so  ficcualtcd 
by  any  onler,nnd  amongst  those  many  instances 
a few  only  were  excused,  because  there  were  no 
agents  for  ikeVictDaUing-OiSce,  norsoy  stores 
in  (he  places  where  the  ships  then  were;  we 
think  it  reasonablo  In  conclude  that  all  these- 
venilvictunlliagsin  the  said  paper  contained 
being  muidi  the  greater  number,  which  were  nei- 
ther excused  Oicrein,  nor  said  to  be  ordered, 
were  so  provided  without  any  order  or  excuse 
whatsoever;  and  cousequceily  wereaneedlt-w 
breach  of  the  said  good  course  of  the  navy,  end 
by  taking  away  the  |>mper  check  made  to  save  ' 
the  public  inuiiey  muaC,  in  our  opinion,  necessa- 
rily iiavu  been  one  uf  the  occasions  of  the  in- 
crease of  lliC  Navy  Debt. 

3.  " We  cannot  but  observe,  that  if  the  said  | 
excuse  Imtl  (in  the  paper  aEMve-mentinned) 
been  applied  (o  all  the  several  instAiices  there  ' 
of  victuuUiug,  in  n loaiincr  contrary  w the  course 
of  (be  navy,  yet  it  bad  been  insufficient,  since 
it  is  DOC  atlcdgail  that  agents  lor  the  victualling  ' 
and  scores  might  not  have  been  timely  had  in 
the  places  where  the  ships  were  victualled,  if 
dnenoricelind  been  given  to  thecommissinnera 
oi'tiie  Victualling,  niid  proper  preenutiuns  end 
endeavours  bad  been  tiseri  to  that  end. 

3.  “ We  cannot  but  lliinb,  that  carrying  this 
>]ue>tioa  in  the  negative  will  undoubcedly'eu- 
cou>age  this  breach  of  the  course  of  tbe  navy, 
as  It  IS  acknowledged  to  bu,  and  in  consequence 
pat  it  into  the  power  of  every  admiral  or  com- 
Djruider  in  chief  of  any  squadron,  and  every 
commander  of  a particular  ship,  not  only  to 
itirniah  such  provisions,  both  in  <|uantity  aud 
quality,  os  they  shall  think  he,  but  by  leitiiig 
the  men  go  on  shore  when  in  port,  on  pretence 
of  supplying  provlsioos,  leaves  charge  on  the 
public  for  want  af  Che  proper  check,  though  to 
tbe  deU’iioeiit  of  the  sea  service. 

4.  “ Because  by  this  leave  given  to  the  com- 
meuilers  on  the  headof  victualling  they  have  it 
in  their  puwee  (through  tbe  want  of  tbe  said 
true  and  ancient  clieck)  to  bring  a very  great 
charge  upon  the  head  of  wages,  which  most 
undoubtedly,  as  we  apprehend,  occasion  a great 
wnsteufche  public  treasure,  and  consequently 
an  incrense  of  the  Navy-Debt. 

5.  “ Because,  wetbink,that  tosuppnse  the 
commander  of  any  squodrun  or  ship  will  not, 
when  it  is  so  entirely  in  his  power,  do  what 
shall  he  for  bis  interest,  is  to  believe  him  less  in- 
clined to  his  interest  than  thegeoernlicy  of  his 
fellow-subjects  on  shore. 

C.  “ Because,  we  believe,  if  this  House  will 
not  discoumge  taking  away  proper  checks,  till 
proof  bad  (ns  urged  to  the  debate)  of  what  had 
beeu  got  by  individuals  for  wont  nf  ihosa 
checks,  the  delay  and  difficulties  atteuding  such 
an  inuutry  will  probably  binder  any  discourage- 
ment neiug  given  to  such  practices,  which  arc 
allowed  tu  be  contrary  to  tlie  siaoduie  in- 
structions to  tbe  commissioDeis  of  the  \^ctu- 
alling,  an4,jp  % cqmii|an^eB  of  Itt?  maj^tj's  , 
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ships. (S^ned.l  W.  Ehor',  North  and 

Grey,  Compton,  Bovle,  St.  Jebii  da 
filecsoe,  Bathurst,  §cnrsdale,  Tievor, 
Strafford,  Craven,  Guildford,  Biiigloy, 
Litciitield,  .Aylesford,  Bristol,  Uxbridge, 
Cuw-per." 

ProtMf  on  re/viin^  to  adjourn  virn  Ike 
Lord  Ckancetkir  came  tale  to  Ike  IZvtitr.]  Feb. 

3.  The  Lord  ClituiccHor  not  coming  to  the 
House  till  the  Lords  hud  been  met  above  two 
hours,  and  not  having  sent  to  the  lord  chief 
Juilice  King,  whom  ius  majesty,  by  letters  pa- 
teocanderthe  great  seal, entered in  cliejoumal, 
had  authorised  to  supply  (he  place  oi  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  bis  lurdsbip's  absence. 

Earl  Cesiper  moved.  That  in  order  to  go 
apoci  the  business  uf  ilie  day,  they  sliould  pro- 
ceed to  the  choice  of  a Speaker,  pro  interim ; 
and  the  dnkes  of  Somerset  and  Kingston  were 
named,  but  these  going  out  of  the  House  to 
avoid  it,  the  lord  Lechmere  was  named  next, 
and  like  to  lie  chosen  ; nhile  this  matier  was 
debating,  ' i 

The  ZordC/tancel/orcfunein,  and  observ- 
ing some  uneasiness  among  the  X.ords,  acquaint-  . 
ed  the  Mouse,  “ That  he,  having  tieen  sum- 
moiled  CO  attend  his  majesty  at  St.  James's,  had 
accordingly  waited  upon  his  majesty  there, 
where  he  was  detained,  laager  than  be  coatd 
foresee,  by  bis  majesty’s  command  ; and  time 
as  soon  as  lie  was  at  liberty,  he  came  biilier 
with  the  utmost  expedition  i and  asked  pardon 
tor  his  stay  of  the  Lords,  who  bad  been  bo  long 
kept  in  expectation  of  him.” 

Several  lords  would  not  admit  of  that  excuse, 
but  suggested.  That  the  Mouse  of  I’eers,  being  ' 
the  greatest  council  in  the  kingdom,  to  uhiim  ' 
all  other  councils  ought  to  give  way,  ought  not  I 
to  be  made  to  wnit  on  any  account ; and  j 
cherefore  moved,  That,  in  order  to  shew  their  ^ 
resentment,  the  House  should  adjourn  to  the  - 
Monday  foUowiug ; but  the  question  being  put  i 
thereupon,  woe  carrried  in  the  negative,  bj 
49  voices  ageiost  SI.  ' 

HereupoutfaefollowingProtestwns  entered’  J 
“ Dissentient’ 

” 1.  Because  the  House  standing  adjourned  i 
to  this  day  nc  eleven  o'clock,  nud  a great  num-  ' 
beroflurds  being  met,  and  expecting  tbe  com-  , 
ing  of  tbeir  Speaker  till  near  three  o’clock,  they 
seemed  to  us  generiiUy  to  resent  this  usage, 
and  without  any  dissent,  that  we  could  perceive,  . 
proceeded,  according  to  the  standing  order  of  h 
this  House,  towards  clmsiog  a Speaker;  but  |l 
meeting  with  some  difficulties  as  to  the  persons  ' 
nominated,  the  Lord  Cbancellor  came  before 
any  choice  made  ; and  as  soon  as  the  House 
was  sat,  the  Lord  Chancellor  alledged,  as  tlie 
reason  of  bis  tang  absence,  that  he  b^  been 
Buminoucd  to  attend  hit  majesty  atSt,  James's, 
wbeie  tbe  business  had  lasted  much  lunger 
than  was  expected  ; which  excuse,  though  it 
might  in  great  measarefree  the  Ixird  Chancellor 
from  the  impntatiou  of  wilfol  neglect  of  doty, 
yet  it  seemed  to  us  in  no  degree  to  justify  tlie 
(ii^k  was,  upon  the  whole 
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loaicer  done  to  (lie  House,  wbiuh  is  uiidoubt' 
edl^  tbe  greatest  council  in  tlic  kingdnm,  to 
Tvhich  nil  cnher  councils  uugliC  logive  wav,  and 
not  (hat  (0  any  oiber  ; and  tlierefure  tliii  bu> 
siness  of  any  otlier  council  ought  iioi  to  have 
detained  (he  Speaker  iil'  this  lluuae  after  the 
hour  appointed  for  its  meeting,  and  during  ilic 
time  of  the  day  the  (iuuse  hns  usually  of  late 
spent  in  business  ; nod  tliereforc  tre  thought 
the  least  resentment  the  Huu,e  could  shew  on 
this  occasion,  to  prevent  its  being  used  so  for  . 
tlie  future,  was  to  adjourn  without  entering  on  , 
any  business  : and  this  the  rather,  because  we  . 
foresaw  it  could  not  obstruct  any  public  at-  , 
fairs,  since  tbe  time  was  so  far  speuc,  as  that ' 
no  business  of  consequence  could  well  have  | 
been  goDti  tbrough  with  effect,  cliougb  entered 

'■  2.  As  we  may  venture  to  say,  that  tbe 
dignity  of  this  llouso  bas  not  been  of  late 
years  increasing,  so  ue  are  unwilling  that  any 
thing,  we  conceive  to  lie  a gross  neglect  of  it, 
should  pa'.s  without  some  note  on  eur  records, 
that  we  were  sensible  of  such  neglect,  and  did 
not  approve  it ; which  we  iBought  would  have 
been  in  some  measure  attained  by  an  imme- 
diate adjuurument,  uor  was  any  other  method 
proposed  ; and  since  that  could  not  be  effected 
we  enter  this  dissent,  witli  uur  Reasons,  that  it 
may  appear  to  posterity  we  were  zealous  to 
witiistand,  in  a manner  proposed,  tbe  further 
progressof  a practice  sn  injorious,  as  we  con- 
ceive, to  ihi-noiiour  and  aorhnrity  of  this  su- 
preme Muncil.— W.  Ebor’,Uxl>ridge, 
Weston,  “Boyle,  Cowper,  Somerset,  ' 
Scarsdaie,  Bmgley,  Maynard,  Guilford, 
Nortli  and  Grey,  Liirhficld,  Bathurst,  ; 
Osborne,  Strafford,  Craven,  Montjoy,  ^ 
Trevqr,  Asbbuniliam,  Bristol,  Foley,  i 
St.  John  de  Bleisoe,  Fran.  Ceatriens',  j 
Aberdeen,  Cumpton,'’  I 


Sir  John  Cape  charges  Mr.  Baron  Vuge  mih 
ttuleavouriag  to  corrupt  the  Borough  y Brin- 
bury.]  February  1.  Sit  John  Cope,  bart. 
member  forTaviatockjCliarged  sir  Francis  Page,* 


• This  was  the  notorious  Judge  Page  so  re- 
peatedly mentioned  by  Pope: 

“ Morality,  hv  her  felse  guardians  drawn, 

“ Chicane  in  furs,  and  Casuistry  in  kwn, 

“ Gasps,  as  cliey  straiten  at  each  end  tbe 
“ Curd. 


And  dies,  when  Dullness  gives  tier  Page  the 

“ Slander  or  poison  dread  from  DeRa’s  rage, 

" Hard  words  or  banging,  if  your  Judge  he 
“ Page.” 

" There  was  a judge  of  tliia  name,  aiwoys 
ready  to  liaug  any  man  that  came  in  his  way, 
of  ntiich  lie  was  suffered  to  gjre  a hundr^ 
miserable  examples  during  a long  life,  even  to  . 
his  dotogc."— Pope.  | 

“ In  the  early  editions  of  Pope’s  Works,  a 
blank  was 

You  VII.  ■ ■ ! 


I one  of  tiio  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  with  eii- 
' deavuuring  to  corrupt  the  borough  of  Banbury 
m the  county  ofOxnu,  in  order  to  procure  sir 
William  Codringtou  cu  be  chosen  a representa- 
tive for  tbe  said  horou^  in  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion. Tbe  sum  of  this  Charge  was,  tliat  .Mr. 
Baron  Page  had  nnc  only  olfered  to  the  said 
Corporation  to  fuigive  them  six  or  eoveii  liun- 
drea  pounds,  they  owed  him  for  their  new  cliar- 
tcr,  hut  likewise  to  give  them  another  large  sum 
in  ready  money,  wliieh  sir  John  Cope  having 
offered  to  prove  by  undeniable  evidence,  set 
tbe  whole  House  iotb  a dame ; and  some  mem- 
burs  nere  (or  censuring  the  Baron  imnicdiate- 

Mr.  Bobert  IFj/poie  moderated  chat  bea^ 
representing,  “ That  it  was  unreasonable  to  ar- 
raign, condemn,  and  censure  a man,  especially 
one  in  so  eminent  a station,  before  they  heard 
what  he  liad  insay  io  his  own  vindication ; and 
besides,  time  it  would  look  like  prejudging  ilie 
merits  of  the  elecLinii  of  that  barough ; and 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion,  they  ought  not  to 
take  any  notice  of  tnac  Complaint,  until  the 
election  was  over,  and  then,  if  any  tiling  of  that 
nature  appeared,  the  House  might  proceed  to 
censure  as  they  sboiilil  think  iir,” 

He  was  supponed  by  several  other  members 
of  the  Court-Party,  who  alledged,  That  when 
they  sliould  hear  wbac  Mr.  Baron  Page  had  to 
say  for  himself,  the  matter  might  appear  qoite 
otherwise;  and  that  the  gentleman  who  ac- 
cused him,  might  be  either  m'lsinformed,  or 
imposed  upon,  ilereiipoo  the  matter  of  the 
said  Charge  was  ordered  to  be  heard  at  tbs 
bar  of  the  House  the  13ih. 

Feb.  £.  Ordered,  Tliac  tlie  Complaiut  made 
yesterday,  by  sir  John  Cope,  bart.  u member  of 
this  House,  against  Mr.  Baron  Page,  be  by  him 
put  into  writing,  and  delivered  to  the  cleik  of  ihiv 
House:  And  that  a copy  of  tl)e  said  Charge  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Baron  Page. 

Sir  JdiD  Cope  accordingly  delivered  the  said 
Charge  iq  writing,  to  tlie  clerk  of  this  House: 
Which  is  as  follows;  viz. 

‘ Tliat  Mr.  Baron  Page  liaili  endeavoured  to 


couplet.  The  judge,  conceiving  that  his  name 
was  meant  to  fill  it  up,  sent  hie  clerk  to  Mr. 
Pope  to  complain  ofthe  insult.  Pope  told  the 
young  man  that  the  blank  might  he  supplied  by 
many  monnsyllahk-s  other  than  the  judge'e 
name : — ‘ But,  Sir,’  said  the  clerk,  ‘ the  judge 
‘ says,  that  no  other  word  will  make  sense  of 
‘ the  passage.’  ‘ So  then  it  seems,'  says  Pope, 
‘your  master  is  not  only  a judge  bhc  a poet ; 
‘ as  that  is  the  case,  the  odds  are  against  me. 
‘ Give  my  respects  to  the  judge,  and  tell  him, 
‘ I will  not  comeoil  with  ojie  ibnt  lins  the  ad- 
‘ vantage  ofme,  and  he  may  till  uj>  the  blank  as 
‘ lie  pleases.” — Dr.  Johnson’s  life  of  Pope. 


Judge  Page  presided  at  the  trial  of  .Savage 
the  poet,  for  the  tnunler  ofMr.  Sinclair.  " Had 
Savage’s  audience,”  says  Dr  Johnson,  “been  his 
judges,  he  had  undoubtedly  been  acquitted; 

'«acb, 

i 3 Q 
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‘ corrupt  the  borough  of  Bsnbory.  io  the  coiiotj 
‘ of  OzoQ,  for  the  ensuing  election  of  a burgess 
' to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  mid  borough. 

* J.  Cops.’ 

Ordered,  That  sir  John  Cope,  and  Mr. 
Baron  Page,  be  heard  at  the  har  of  this  House, 
efaeir  counsel,  apon  the  matter  of  the  said 
Charge,  if  they  think  fit. 

TAe  Charge  againtt  Mr.  Baron  Page  Aeord.  J 
February  13.  The  House  trent  upon  (lie 
Ciimplamt  of  sir  John  Cope,  hart,  against  Mr. 
Baron  Page,  for  endeavouring  to  corrupt  seve- 
ral of  the  leadiog  members  of  the  Corporation 
of  Banbury  against  the  neit  election;  and  to 
aggravate  tne  matter,  sir  John  Cope  acquainted 
tlie  House,  that  be  was  informed,  cliat  some  of 
his  Evidences  bad  been  tampered  with ; and 
tiiat  there  was  one  Mr.  Gregory  at  the  door, 
who  could  give  the  House  au  account  thereof. 
Mr.  Gregory  having  thereupon  been  called  in, 
anri  naming,  sir  John  Cope  moved,  That  the 
matter  of  tlie  said  Chaige  might  be  referred  lo 
the  consideration  of  a committee,  upon  oath  ; 
blit  this  was  opposed  by  (he  Coureters,  who 
urged,  That  tlie  said  Complaint  was  already 
ordered  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House 
this  day,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
Iiearing  the  matter  of  the  said  Charge  at  the 
bar  of  this  House  be  discharged,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  176  voices  against  135. 

Then  sir  Jphn  Cope  moved,  and  the  question 
was  propos^.  That  the  Witnesses  to  be 
examined  in  the  matter  of  this  Charge,  be  exa- 
iiiio'ed  at  the  bar  of  ibis  House  in  the  moat  so- 
lemn manner;  but  the  previous  question  being 


treated  lum  with  his  usual  insolence  and  seve- 
rity, and  when  he  had  summed  up  the  evidence, 
endeavoured  to  exasperate  the  jury,  as  Mr. 
Savage  used  to  relate  it,  with  this  eloquent 
harangue : 

“ ‘ Gentlemen  of  tlie  jury;  you  are  to  consider, 

‘ that  Mr.  Savage  is  a very  great  mao,  a much 

* greater  man  than  you  or  I,  gentlemen  of  the 

* jury ; that  be  wears  very  fine  clothes,  much 
' finer  clothes  than  you  or  I,  gentlemen  of  the 
‘jury ; that  be  has  abondmee  of  money  in  his 
‘ pocket,  much  more  mon^  than  you  or  I, 

* gentlemen  of  the  jury ; but,  genilemen  of  the 
‘ jury,  is  it  not  a very  hard  case,  gentlemen  of 
' the  jury,  that  Mr.  SavngesUouId  therefore  kill 
‘ you  or  me,  gentlemen  of  the  jury.’ 

*'  Mr.  Savage,  hearing  bis  defence  thus  mis- 
represented, and  the  men  who  were  to  decide 
his  fate,  igeited  spinst  him  by  invidious  com- 
parisons, resolutely  asserted,  that  his  case  was 
not  candidly  explained,  and  Uegao  to  recapitu- 
late what  be  had  before  said  with  regard  to  his 
condition,  and  the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to 
escape  the  expences  of  imprisooment ; but  the 
judge  having  ordered  him  to  be  silent,  and  re- 
peated his  orders  withont  eSeu,  commanded 
that  be  sliould  be  taken  away  from  the  bar  by 
force.’’— Dr.  Johnson’s  Life  of  Savage. 

*'  Suvnge  always  coDtinaed  to  speak  with 
anger  of  ^j>8,  jqsolsncsiipnd  i 
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put.  That  the  question  be  now  put,  it  passed  io 
the  negoiive  by  Ul  votes  against  142. 

Then  ihe  Counsel  for  Mr.  Baron  Page  being 
called  in,  and  the  Charge  of  sir  John  Capa 
against  him  read,  the  mayor  of  Banbury,  and 
other  witnesses,  were  called  in,  and  examined 
by  sir  John  Cope;  after  which,  the  Counsel 
for  Mr.  Baron  rage  was  heard,  and  a witness 
examined. 

The  Witnesses  fur  sir  John  Cope  declared, 
That  Mr.  Baron  Page  being  with  sir  Adolphus 
Oughton,  and  sir  William  Codrington  in  the 
Town-Hall  at  Anbury,  Mr.  Baron  Page  called 
(Ijo  mayor  and  two  or  three  of  the  aldermen 
into  another  room,  and  discoursing  with  them 
about  a person  to  be  set  up  at  the  next  elec- 
tion to  represent  the  Corporation,  be  proposed 
to  them  sir  William  Codrington.  Tliat  they 
answered.  They  would  be  very  glad  to  accept 
one  of  his  recommendation;  hut  added, That 
most  -other  corporations  made  a considerable 
advantage  of  their  elections;  and  they  knew 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  it  as  well  as 
their  neighbours;  that  they  wanted  to  have 
tlieir  streets  paved,  an  augmentation  to  tbclr 
vicarage,  and  a school  to  be  built;  which  the 
Corporation  not  being  able  to  do  of  themselves, 
their  stock  being  very  low,  they  therefore  ex- 
pected,  that  the  person  who  ahould  be  cltosen 
should  be  at  that  expence,  which,  in  all,  might 
amount  to  5t^2.  or  fiOOf.  That  thereupon  the 
Baron  told  them,  he  did  not  expect  such  an 
answer;  that  they  knew  he  had  been  very  kind 
to  the  Corporation,  and  had  been  at  a great 
charge,  no  less  tlian  600/.  or  7001.  to  procure 
them  a new  charter;  that  be  never  intended 
CO  ask  that  money  of  them,  and  if  they  would 


and  a short  time  before  his  death  revenged  it  by 
a satire,  in  which  are  the  following  lines : 

“ Of  heart  impure, .and  impotent  of  head. 

In  hisc’ry,  rhet’ric,  ethics,  law,  unread, 

How  far  unlike  such  worthies ! once  a drudge, 
From  fiound’ring  in  low  cases  rose  a Judge. 
Form'd  to  make  pleaders  laugh,  his  nonsensa 
thuuders, 

And  on  low  juries  breathea  contagious  blunden. 
His  brothers  blush,  because  no  hlush  lie  knows. 
Nor  e'er  ‘ one  uncorrupted  finger  sliows.’ 

See,  drunk  wiihpow'r  the  Circuit- lord  express’d; 
Full  in  his  eyes  his  betters  stand  confess'd: 
Whose  wealth,  birth,  virtue,  from  a tongue  so 
’Scape  not  pruvincial  vile  buffoon  abuse,  jjoose. 
Still  to  what  circuit  is  assign'd  his  name,  (Tame. 
Tliere,  swift  before  bim,  (lies  the  warner— 
Contest  stojw  short,  Consent  yields  ev'ry  cause 
To  Cost;  Delay  endures  them  and  withdraws. 
But  how  'scape  pris'ners  1 To  their  trial  chain'd, 
All,  all  shall  stand  condemn’d  who  stand  ar- 

Dire  guilt,  which  else  would  detestalion  caus^ 
Prejudg'd  with  insult  tvond’rous  pity  draws. 

But  'scapes  ev’n  innocence  his  hnrah  harangue  f 
Alas  ! — ev’n  Innocence  itself  must  liang ; [seat ; 
Alust  linng  to  please  liim,  when  of  spleen  pos* 
‘MiUtSi  hu^:t0ibri4%|'Q;tb«aabscuveJ«st.’' 
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order  a release  for  it  to  be  dmwii  up,  he  would 
reudily  aign  it,  which  he  did  accordingly  on  Che 
Q2d  of  December  hut.  That  tliii  wag  all  chat 
paased  tlico ; but  ihiic  the  Baron  came  after- 
wards to  liicm,  and  oETered  them  first  lOOf.  and 
then  came  up  to  500/. 

It  being  late,  the  House  adjourned  the  far- 
tlier  lieaiiiig  of  that  matter  to  the  next  day. 
'^jVfr.  Baron  Page  cfeordd  fty  a Afojority  of 
/eur  Votes  onfy.]  February  14.  After  the 
further  exeminiiig  of  Witnesses,  ant!  hearing  of 
Mr.  Baron  Page's  Counsel,  a motion  being 
made,  and  the  question  put,  That  k appeared 
to  this  Hoose,  that  sir  Juhu  Cope,  bart.  had 
made  goud  his  Charge  against  sic  Francis  Page, 
one  of  cheBarunsof  his  majesty's  Exchequer,  it 
was,  after  a long  debate,  carried  in  the  n^a- 
cive,  by  188  voles  only  against  1S4. 

Debate  in  the  Cummons  on  the  BUI  to  enable 
iheSout/iSea  Compani/  lodispose  ^Iheir  Effects, 
February  18.  The  House  went  into  a 
CoiDinillee  upon  a'Bill,  ' To  eoable  the  South 
‘Sea  Company  to  dispose  uf  the  Effects  in  their 
' hands  by  wny  uf  lottery  or  subscription,  in 
‘ order  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  said  Compan/.’ 
Sir  Tbotnas  Crass  being  in  the  ebair, 

Mr.  Robert  Walpole  offered  a clause  to  be 
added  to  the  Bill,  ‘To  impower  the  South-Sea 
' Company  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  capital 
* fund,  not  exceeding  SOO.OOOf.  per  annun>f  to 
' any  persons,  body  politic  er  corporate,  to 
‘ enable  them  to  pay  their  debts.' 

This  clause  was  very  strenuously  opposed  by 
Mr.  Arcliihald  Hutcheson,  the  lord  Morpeth, 
general  Ross,  and  Mr.  Pulteney ; wlio  su^est- 
ed,  That  this  was  but  an  ingraftment  in  other 
terms:  that  the  South-Sea  Company  had  de- 
sired DO  such  power;  hut  if  they  had  it,  the 
Directors  would  ooc  fail  making  use  of  it,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  occasion  for  it  or  not. 

Mr.  Walpole  replied,  He  perceived,  that  be- 
cause be  had  once  declared  himself  in  favour 
of  an  Iiigraitmenc,  every  tiling  he  proposed 
since  appeared  frighcftil,  as  though  he  were  in 
the  interest  of  another  comparfy,  and  not  in 
that  of  the  South-.Sea ; but  that  he  took  that 
opportunity  to  declare,  tliat  he  had  no  manner 
of  concern  in  the  Bank,  where,  for  a long  time, 
he  had  noc^had  one  penny;  whereas  he  had, 
at  this  very  juncture,  a considerable  stock  in 
the  South-Sea  Company,  and  tberefure  had 
reason  to  be  for  ibe  interest  of  the  latter,  if  he 
considered  only  bis  own ; liui  that  iu  this  whole 
affair,  he  had  the  public  good  principally,  in 
view;  and  although  he  had  been  so  mneh  re- 
flected on  for  being  for  an  ingrafiment,  yet  he 
would  undertake  to  prove  to  any  two  unpre- 
judiced gentlemen  in  tbnt  House,  os  plainly  as 
figures  could  do,  that  an  Ingmknienc  had  been 
for  the  interest  and  advantage  of  the  South-Sea 
Company.  That  as  to  this  clause,  he  could 
not  imagine,  why  any  one  concerned  in  the 
said  Company,  shnald  be  against  their  having 
as  much  power  as  they  could,  since  it  was  in 
tlieir  choice,  whether  iiiey  would  make  use  of 
it  or  not : dial! 
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stances  of  affairs,  the  lowness  of  public  credit, 
the  parliament’s  diawing  to  an  end,  and  bow 
many  accidents  might  happen  before  another 
sessioD,  he  thought  it  could  not  hurt  the  Com- 
pany to  have  power  from  llie  present  parlia- 
ment, to  do  what  they  might  luve  occosinu  to 
apply  for  to  a parlinmeiii,  when,  perhaps,  none 
were  sitting. 

, Hereupon  the  siid  Clause  was  agreed  to, 
the  pill  gone  through; — and  on  the  23d  read 
a third  time  and  pass^. 

The  Bill  for  ucurinii  the  Frredtm  of  Elec- 
tions Tweeted  the  Lori/s.]  Feb.  13.  Tb* 
Lords  read  a second  time,  the  bill,  ‘ For  the 
‘ better  securing  ilie  Freedom’ of  Elections  of 
■ Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parlia- 
' meat:’  Amotion  being  made  that  the  said 
bill  be  committed,  the  earl  of  ^untlerlond  en- 
deavoured to  shew  the  impossibility  of  severed 
clauses  in  that  bill  being  put  iu  execution,  with- 
out exposing  die  most  lunoceat  persons  to  the 

?uiic  of  perjury.  He  was  answered  by  lord 
forth  and  Grey,  lord  Trevor,  the  bishop  of 
Rochester,  and  the  earl  of  Strafford;  but  die 
earl  of  Sunderland  replied  to  them,  and  was 
supported  by  the  lord  TownshenJ,  and  the 
dulte  of  A^le. 

Tbeu  the  quescioa  being  put,  That  tbe  said 
Bill  be  commiued,  it  was  resolved  ia  tbe  nega- 
tive, by  48  voices  againn  30. 

Proietl  on  rgecting  the  said  BiW.j  Then  it 
beiug  moved,  'fliat  tMsaid  Bill  be  rejected,  it 
was  resolved  iu  tbe  affirmative  by  57  agaiust 

ConteoC  • - 48  Not-Content  30 
Proxies-  - - 0—57  Proxies  - - - 8 — 38 
“ Disseniiem’  Somerset. 

“ 1.  Because  tbe  methods  of  corruption 
made  ase  of  in  elections,  and  now  grown 
10  an  height  beyond  the  example  of  preceding 
times,  are,  of  all  others,  the  greatest  bleiaisb  to 
our  constitution,  and  must,  if  not  remedied, 
prove  fatal  to  it ; and  did  ibersfore  chiefly  de- 
serve, as  they  can  only  admit  of,  a parliamen- 
tary cure.  * 

“ 2.  Becausethe  Commons,  who  are  tbe  best 
qualified  Cojudge  of  chegrontli  ufthis  evil,  and 
to  point  out  proper  remedies  for  it,  liaving  sent 
up  a Bill  complaining  of  tbe  ooe,  and  desiring 
our  assistance  in  the  other,  it  nos  not,  we  ap- 
prehend, suitable  tu  the  dignity  and  wisdom  of 
this  House  to  reject  such  a bill,  without  enter- 
ing into  a free  discussinn  uf  the  particulars  of 
which  it  consisted,  und  thereby  to  give  an 
handle  for  reflections  without  doors,  ns  if  we 
bad  shewn  a less  d^reeof  xeal  against  the  cor- 
ruptions complained  of  than  those  from  whose 
elections  it  sprung;  our  opinion  is,  that  we 
should  rather  have  taken  thisi'avnursbleoppur- 
tunity  of  joining  oor  endeavours  wiili  theirs,  to- 
wards the  cure  of  this  evil,  than  have  made 
ourselves  liable  to  objectious  for  refusing  to  At- 
tempt it,  even  after  such  aa  encouraging  step 
ukeo  by  the  House  of  Coiuinoos. 
r.  figafiut  'etirmption, 
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though  alwa;s  ilesirable,  i»  ;et  particularly 
aciisonnhle  und  necessary  stsucli  a juncture  as 
this,  when  new  elections  of  members  are  com- 
ing oil,  and  the  porliamenc  tor  which  they  shall 
(by  what  ineiiiods  soever)  be  chosen,  may  con- 
tinue for  seven  j'ears;  atiil,  we  think,  the  Lords 
are  ibe  more  cimcecned  to  obviaiethe  ill  coiise- 
qucoces  nf  such  a choice,  becaase  the  Sep- 
teunial'Act,  which  made  so  remarkable  a 
change  in  our  consticiiiion,  had  its  rise  in  this 

“ 4.  Because  we  are  persanded,  that  by  the 
terror  of  the  penalties  contained  in  this  bill, 
whicli  were  to  have  operated  soon  uUrr  it  bad 

passed  into  a law,  a mighty  check  would  have 
been  given  to  the  growth  of  corruption,  though  it 
sliould  nnt  liavebeeii  absolutely  cured;  and  we 
are  contirmed  iu  tliis.iipinion  by  wbat  we  heard 
and  believe,  that  while  tlie  bill  was  depending 
ill  parliament,  nod  the  fate  of  it  unknown,  the 
impious  practices  at  which  it  was  levelled  were 
ill  some  measure  suspended  ; and  should  a fur- 
ther scop  have  becu  put  to  cnrrupcioii  and 
bribery  at  tlie  approaching  vlectious,  bypassing 
this  bill,  such  n degree  of  success  might  have 
given  the  legislature  hopes  of  an  cutire  sup- 
pression of' it. 

“ b.  Because  supposing  this  bill  to  have  been 
defective  in  some  respects,  and  not  well  ad- 
justed iu  otben,  to  the  end  designed  (a  suppo- 
sition made,  but  not  admitted  by  us)  yet  the 
true  way  of  supplying  all  these  defects,  and 
niakmg  all  proper  alterations,  woulil  have  been 
by  committing  the  hill,  and  not  by  rejecting  it : 
In  other  cases,  where  a bill  of  public  concern 
is  laid  aside  by  the  House,  they  can  easily  make 
amends  for  lhat  loss  by  bringing  in  a new  one, 
wiiich  may  more  eSeclually  answer  the  good 
ends  proposed ; whereas  in  this  case  there  is 
neither  time  sufficient  for  repeating  the  at- 
tempt,, nor  can  any  bill  of  this  Itind  be  ever  be- 
gun in  tills  House  with  any  reasonable  prospect 
of  success. 

“ 6.  Because  the  intention  of  many  chief 
clauses  in  the  bill  is  to  provide  for  the  more 
efTeciual  execution  of  laws  already  made  to  se- 
cure the  freedom  of  elections,  but  hitherto 
evaded  for  want  of  sucb  provisions;  and  we 
know  not  that  any  nt^iimeiit  liaili  been  or  can 
be  used  against  passing  sucli  parts  of  this  bill 
into  a Iniv,  but  what  may  with  ^iial  or  greater 
strength  be  urged  for  repealing  those  laws, 
which  yet  aie  held  sacred  and  inviolable. 

“ 7.  Becaiiseseveral  oaths  are,  by  laws  now  in 
being,  requited  to  qualify  electors,  and  the  oaths 
enjoined  by  cliis  bill  are  intended  only  to 
■treiigcben  the  obligations  under  which  such 
electors  do,  by  the  known  roles  of  our  cohstl- 
taiion,  already  lie;  not  are  these  oatbs  at- 
tended with  any  new  Imrdsbip  or  difficulty, 
since  they  relate  only  to  plain  matters  of  fact, 
whicli  ate  certainly  known  to  the  electors 
themselves,  and  which  they  will  be  readv  to 
attest  with  all  solemnity,  if  they  are  conscious 
of  their  own  innocence;  and  if  they  are  nne, 
the  legal  punishment  of  perjury  to  which  they 
■re  Eubjedted  Wiih£ht,iijDi-(»3mpari«DS  ^<:«f-thc  i 


heinous  nature  of  their  offence,  and  the  mis- 
chievous consequences  of  it. 

“ 3.  Because  that  part  of  the  bill,  which 
forbids  the  issuing  of  public  money  towards  in- 
fluencing elections,  relates  to  a method  of  cor- 
ruption, which,  of  all  others,  ought  the  tnnst 
CHrefully  to  be  guarded  against,  and  yet  was  ad- 
mitted in  tlie  debate  to  have  been  frequently 
practised;  and  therefore  we  cannot  but  wisb, 
that  this  bill  had  been  passed  into  a law,  for  the 
soke  of  that  clause,  which  would  have  hindered 
what  was  given  for  the  security  of  die  subjects 
rights,  and  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  from 
beiugever  employed  to  the  destruction  of  both: 
An  exBmple,il  thus  set  by  men  in  liigli  offices  and 
stations,  cannot  fail  of  spreading  its  influence 
through  nil  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  and  fwo- 
curing  impunity  and  applause  for  such  prac- 
tices, as  all  (rue  lovers  of  their  country  must 
wish,inigbt  be  universally  detested  and  puaished. 

“ 9.  Because  we  cannot  underscaiid  how  ihe 
objection  made  lo  this  bill  (That  it  removes 
foundations)  can,  with  any  colour  of  reason,  be 
supported ; ou  tbe  contrary,  we  think,  that  the 
whole  design  of  it  is  lo  recover  our  old  consti- 
tution, and  resettle  it  on  (hose  firm  foundations 
from  which  it  has  been  removeil,  ever  since 
bribery  has  been  made  an  usu.il  iiiiei  to  parlia- 
. meat,  and  tliai  dangerous  traffic  has  been 
carried  on  between  the  electors  and  the  elected, 
which  has  uiidcrinined  the  virtuous  principles. 
Olid  may  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  tlie  free 
people  of  this  realm. 

“ 10,  Because  anoiher  argument  insisted  on 
in  prejudice  of  tbe  bill,  (That  it  would  give  the 
House  of  Commons  greater  latitude  in  deciding 
disputed  elections)  seems  to  us  to  be  equally 
groundless;  for  the  penalties  intended  to  ba 
enacted  by  this  bill  are  to  rake  pl.ice  only  upon 
prosecutions  in  the  ordinary  courts  cjf  justice, 
and  cannot  come  under  the  cognizance,  or  be 
inflicted  by  the  authoriiy  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; nor  can  the  courts  below  be  checked  in 
tbeir  proceedings  on  this  head  by  the  determi- 
nations of  tliat  liouse,  with  which  the  methods  of 
punishing  corruptiou,  prescribed  by  this  bill,  do 
not  in  tbe  least  iuierfere : What  therefore  was  al- 
leiigedin  the  debate  can  by  no  meansbe  allowed, 
(That  wliilethe  Commons  are  the  sole  judgesof  i 
elections,  it  is  in  vain  Co  think  of  restrniiiiug 
the  corruption  of  electors)  since  the  methods 
here  prescribed  are  such,  as  either  operate  upon 
die  conscience,  or  will,  in  tlie  coinmtm  course 
of  lavr,  execute  ihcmselves;  and  though  they  - 
may  be  forwarded,  yet  cannot  be  frustrated  by 
the  intervention  of  an  Uuuse  of  Commons. 

“ 11.  Because  as  the  passing  tliis  bill  would  ; 
have  been  attended  with  no  inconvenienciea  to  | 
the  public,  so  great  mischiefs  may,  wc  appre- 
hend, ensue  upon  the  rejecting  it:  The  honour 
of  this  House  may  suffer  on  that  account,  and 
corruption  of  all  sorts,,  will,  we  fear,  receive 
new  life  and  encouragement : it  being  a inattM 
of  d.iily  and  certain  observation,  that  wlien- 
ever  a bill  is  brought  into  parliament  to  redress  ' 
any  great  disorders  iu  the  state,  any  discounte- 

»i>ucii  g.hrehilO'e(ichia  lHUiwiU>aiiTnys  couuMi 
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nance  niid  increue  fuch  disarden,  aud  make 
tliem  Ifm  cnpuljle  uf  a remedy  in  succeeding 
bines,  es|ieciaily  when  iljshall  be  affirmed  in  Uie 
debnte,  dial  all  bills  of  this  kind  do  more  mis* 
chiet  than  good  j which  way  of  reasoning, 
should  it  prevail,  will  eOectually  prevent  nil 
future  attempts  towards  curing  this  great  evil, 
aud  preserving  the  ctmsrituiiun  uf  parhainenu. 

Slmiibrd,  Kent,  Cowper, 

Todenster,  Usbridge,  Wrslun,  Fulev, 
Bathurst,  Fran.  Cescriens’,  ScarndoJe, 
Bristol,  Uicblicld,  JUaynard,  Boyle, 
Compton,  Trevor,  North  and  Grey, 
Salisbi^,  Guilford,  Craven,  Montjoy, 
Aylestbrd,  Masham,  Fr.  ItufTea',  Biog* 
Jey,  Aberdeen." 

The  laid  Prolest  eipunged.]  In  the  course 
of  tills  (labaCe  the  carl  of  Sunderbod  having 
suggested,  I'lmt  it  bnd  been  a common  thing  in 
foroicr  reigns  for  money  tu  be  issued  out  of  the 
Treasury,  und  even  remitted  from  France,  for 
proinouag  the  election  uf  persons  m the  court 
interest.  This  sugeescioii  was  the  reason  of 
insertion  in  the  said  Protest  these  Espressions, 
‘ That  the  issuing  of  public  money  towards  die 

* iulliieucing  elections,  related  to  a method  of 

* corruption,  whioli,  uf  all  others,  ought,  die 
‘ most  carefully,  to  be  guarded  against,  and  yet 
< was  admitted,  in  the  debate,  to  have  been 
‘ Ifequeiitly  practised.’  On  the  lOtli, 

The  Earl  of  Suaderlnnd  took  from  thence 
occasion  to  represeiK,  That  every  member  of 
•hat  illustrious  assemhiy,  liiid,  indeed,  a right  to 
dissent  from,  and  protest  ngainst  any  Bill  de> 
pending,  or  nny  Besolution  taken  in  the  House; 
but  that  it  was  an  intulcrable  abuse  tj  wrest  any 
man's  words,  and  put  Irilse  constnictioiis  upon 
chem,  as  had  been  done  in  an  instance  relating 
to  liiiDseif:  that  he  durst  uppeal  to  any  lord  in 
the  House,  that  was  not  a Protester,  wlierher, 
in  the  debate  abuut  ihe'Bill  abuve-mentioned, 
he  said,  or  intimated,  that  the  issuing  public 
money  for  elections  had  ever  been  practised  in 
this  reign ; for  what  be  laeani,  woe  only  in  king 
Cliarics'i  and  king  James’s  tioie.  His  lordship 
added,  that  the  business  of  Protests  was  ma- 
naged now  after  anuiher  utouner  than  formerly ; 
for,  at  present,  it  was  grown  customary  to  pro- 
test even  against  bills  (hat  were  passed  into  a 
law,  Olid  to  get  them  printed,  and  handed  about 
in  coilee-hauses,  and  sent  all  over  ibe  kingdom, 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the 
administration;  and  Ibererore  he  thought  it 
high  time  to  have  the  method  of  Protesting  re- 
gulated. 

This  speech  was  answered  by  Ibe  earl  Cow- 
per,  who  WHS  backeil  by  the  lord  North  and 
(/rey,  lord  bishop  of  llochester,  lord  Bathnrst, 
oarl  nf  .Strafford,  and  earl  of  Aylesford;  but 
they  were  replied  to  by  the  earl  of  Sunderland, 
duke  of  Wharton,  lord  Townsheod,  duke  of 
Argyle,  lord  Carteret,  lord  Horcourt,  and  the 
duke  of  Newcastle,  which  last  moved,  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  Proccstetiou  en- 
tered ill  (be  Journal  of  this  House  the  13th  in- 
stom,  againsit'«$«d^t  Ite.^itf,-‘iFch'iK^H^ 


‘ the  Freedom  of  Elections  of  Meuibers  toaarve 
‘ for  the  Commous  iu  Parliaiuciit aud  the 
several  Reasons  for  ibe  said  Protestation  being 
read,  after  debate  the  Questiou  was  put,-Whe- 
(hcr  the  entire  entry  of  the  Reasons  for  the 
said  Protcstntiun  on  tb«  13th  instant,  shall  be 
expunged,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Cootent  55,  Nui-Conicni  S2. 

Prolett  against  expunging  the  laid  Prolett.'\ 
Gpnn  which  the  following  Protest  was  entered 
on  the  Journals-. 

“ Dissentieot’ 

1.  “ Because  we  ore  of  opiuion,  that  the 
reasons  expunged  were,  both  as  to  the  inatter 
and  form  of  them,  agreeable  to  precedents  in 
former  parliaments,  still  rsmniuing  on  the 
Journals,  uucensured  by  the  Ilo.use, 

2.  “ Because  we  were  very  dnirous  that  the 
arguments,  contained  in  those  reasons,  against 
bribery  mid  corruption  in  eUciions,  and  our 
zeal  for  abtauiing  such  remedies  as  were  pro- 
posed by  the  Cummons  them.^lrcs,  Might  ap- 
pear to  posterity  as  fully  aod  pariicululy  as 
possible, 

3.  ‘t  Because  as  the  practice  of  expunging 
reasons  is  not  ancient,  so  tlio  method  lakea 
upon  lilts  occasion,  of  expunging  many  reasons 
of  various  kinds  by  one  general  quesiktn,  is  (we 
conceived  unressonable  in  itself,  und  is  couo- 
cenanceu  hut  by  one  precedent  on  our  bonks. 
— — ("S^nedjJvV.  Ehor',  Cowper,  Fr.  Roffen', 

Uxbridge,  Sleaford,  Boyle,  North  aod 
Grey,  litraflord,  Aberdeen,  Bathurst, 
Biogiey,  Fra.  Cestriens',  Foley,  Ash* 
burnbam,Liichfleld,  Weston,  Montjoy, 
Bristol,  Guilford,  Compton,  Maynard,'' 

Pretest  against  adjourning  the  Considera- 
' (ion  ^ the  NavyDebtA  Then  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  House  to  be  in  a committee  again, 
to  take  into  farther  considenui'uithe  Causes  of 
conuacting  so  large  a Nary-Dehc,  being  read, 
the  question  was  put,  That  the  House  be  put 
iuto  a committee  again,  to  take  into  farther 
Consideration  the  Causes  of  coniracting  so  large 
a Navy-Debt,  on  this  day  three  weeks ; it  was 
resulv^  ill  the  offiraiative: 

" Diseentieut’ 

1.  “ Because  the  putting  olT  the  farther  con^ 
•ideration  of  tbe  causes  of  the  Navy-Debt,  to 
so  distant  a day,  after  so  long  an  adjournment 
of  the  same  mutter  already  lud,  is,  os  wo  con- 
ceive, not  only  a discouragemeat  aod  delay, 
but,  os  tbe  session  may  happen  to  end,  will  t»- 
tMly  prevent,  at  least  durit^  this  session,  that 
inquiry,  iviiicb,  as  we  apprehend,  would  graatly. 
have  tended  to  the  public  good,  ia  hindering  so 
large  a Navy-Dubt  I'lom  being  contracted  for 
the  future. 

S.  “ Altbougfa  the  said  inquiry  bat  been  a 
great  while  dependioit,  yet  a very  few  days,  as 
appears  by  (he  Jaurnal,  have  been  allow^  for 
it,  and  one  of  those  was  omployod  in  reviewing 
two  questions,  which  were  si  first  kept  from 
being  put,  by  previow  questioiu;  and  there- 
oiOEtnougfat  not 
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tfl  have  bw  denied,  for  tLe  loobiag  into  a mat- 
ter of  M very  great  importance  to  the  pablic. 

3.  “ VVe  appreliend,  that  all  matters  pro- 
perly brought  before  either  House  of  Partia- 
merit,  especially  inquiries  iuto  mismanagements 
of  the  public  business,  ought,  if  the  time  will 
allow  it,  to  be  freely  and  fully  discussed  and 
determined  one  way  ur  other,  and  ought  not 
to  be  kept  olT  from  coming  to  any  determina- 
tiDo,  by  one  long  ailjourmueiit  after  another, 
till  the  session  be  ended. 

4.  “ Because  it  was  alledged  iu  the  debate, 
as  a Reason  against  so  long  an  adjournment. 
That  the  sutyoct-roatter  of  the  inquiry  ivas  not 
near  exhausted;  and  that  the  poults  already 
coostdered  and  detennioed  had  no  relation  to 
those  proposed  to  be  considered  in  the  farther 
inquiry ; and  consequently  the  determination 
of  the  former  could  in  no  degree  prejudice  the 
latter,  or  make  the  going  upon  them  needless 
or  improper : and  to  evince  this,  several  of  the 
pa/ticulars  designed  to  have  been  proceeded 
upon  were  ipecihed ; as, 

“ That  it  appeared  by  extracts  of  several 
letters  on  the  table,  especially  by  a letter  from 
the  Navy-Board,  dated  the  13th  of  Feb.  1701, 
tliat  clie  practice  of  turniug  over  companies,  or 
part  of  companies,  from  one  ship  to  eootlier, 
without  their  officers,  was  n charge  to  the  crown, 
by  confounding  accounts,  and  otherwise,  as 
well  as  disgustful  to  the  seaineo. 

“ That  by  other  papers  before  the  House,  it 
appeared,  that  several  squadrons  have  gone  out 
•f  late  without  muster-masters,  whose  office 
and  duty  it  is  to  detect  frauds  in  pay,  and  on 
the  head  of  victualling, 

" That  in  the  year  17S0,  2,201-  men  ivete 
employed  in  the  yards  more  than  in  the  year 
1714,  and  2,627  men  more  than  in  the  year 
1698,  and  that  the  wages  of  those  men  have 
of  late  been  greatly  increased;  both  which, 
for  aught  appeared  to  us,  are  an  unaccountable 
incre’ise  of  tuut  charge  to  the  public. 

That  since  the  year  1714,  many  new  cap- 
tains and  lieutenants  bad  been  made,  while 
great  numbers  have  been  kept  in  batf-psy  and 
unemployed,  besides  those  created  on  vacancies 
which  happened  while  the  ships  were  abroad, 
and  by  that  means  an  unnecessary  charge  baa 
been  continued  on  the  public,  and  the  eider 
officers  disobliged, 

“ That  without  any  order  or  establishment 
by  his  majesty  in  council,  pay  has  been  allow- 
eil,  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  navy,  to  flag- 
officers  at  borne  daring  the  winter,  on  pretence 
of  their  making  n journey  or  two  to  see  their 
squadrons  equipped, 

“ That  without  such  order  or  establishment 
of  bis  majesty  in  council,  captains  and  com- 
manders of  small  numbers  of  ships  have  been 
paid  as  rear-admirals,  on  pretence  of  hariag 
captains  under  them;  and  in  but  one  instance, 
tiiat  we  could  observe,  a reason  ^ven  why  they 
bad  captains  under  t^m,  unless  it  was  to  co- 
lour tlieir  having  such  pay. 

“ And  we  are  well  assured,  that,  on  fnrtlier 
inquiry,  it  Will  UitB'  new  kadiehiusiit  hove 


been  made  abroad,  and  old  ones  flt  to  serve, 
sent  home  to  be  pat  in  half-par. 

“ That  fli^s  have  been  paid  in'  double  and 
treble  capacities.  That  flags  and  other  officers 
have  been  paid  as  in  higher  stations  than  those 
they  served  in.  That  two  or  three  flags  of  the 
'Same  sort  have  been  paid  at  the  some  time. 
That  retrospections  of  pay  bare  been  allowed 
to  flag  and  other  officers. 

All  which  being  against  the  ancient  (eco- 
nomy of  ibc  navy,  and  wasteful  of  the  public 
treasure,  we  think,  should  have  been  inquired 
into  wicbout  loss  of  time, 

“ These  MismaDogements,  as  we  take  then 
to  be,  and  others,  which  might  have  appeared 
on  farther  consideration  of  uis  matter,  contri- 
buting, as  we  apprehend,  to  waste  the  public 
treasure,  must  necessarily  have  been  in  a great 
degree,  an  occasion  of  contracting  so  large  a 
Navy-Debt ; and  therefore  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  one  or  more  farther  days,  which  would 

Erobably  have  fallen  withiu  this  session,  sliould 
ave  been  appointed  for  the  taking  them  into 
coosideration ; which  not  being  dune,  we  the 
rather  enter  this  Protest,  with  our  reasons,  as 
what,  we  hope,  may  give  an  occasion  to  the  r^ 
sumiog  the  thoughts  of  this  matter  in  another 

session  of  parliament. {Sifined,^  W.  Ebor', 

Montjoy,  Fr.  Uoffen',  Bingley,  Ux- 
bridge, Strafford,  Boyle,  Fran.  Ces- 
' trieos’,  Aberdeen,  Foley,  Bristol,  Guil- 
ford, Compton,  Bathurst,  Cowper,  Ash- 
burnliani,  Aylesford,  North  aod  Grey.” 
Dehatt  in  the  Lordt  on  the  'National  De&f.] 
Feb,  20.  The  Lords  took  into  consideration  the 
Nalional-Debt,  and  Earl  Cowper  took  notice, 
bow  moeb  the  same  had  beeu  encreased  for  se- 
veral years  .past,  as  appeared  by  the  state  of  the 
public  debt,  extracted  from  Ine  books  of  the 
treasury,  and  iliis  without  nnv  visible  occasion, 
since  every  thing  that  bad  been  asked  of  the 
parliament,  bad  Men  readily. graated  and  pro- 
vided for,  every  one  of  those  years;  and  there- 
fore his  lurdsiiip  moved,  “ That  it  appears  by 
the  state  of  the  Public  Debt  before  this  House, 
that  tbe  samefexclusive  of  the  debt  of  Uie  navy) 
is  iucreased  between  the  Slat  of  December 
1717,  ond  the  31st  of  December  172P,  at  least 
the  sum  of  2,300,000i.  notwithstanding  that 
tbe  sinkioe  fund  hu  produced  within  that  time 
1,910,385?.  14s.  6Jd."  This  motiun  was  se- 
conded by  the  lord  Bathurst,  and  supported  by 
tbe  lords  Biogley,  Trevor,  and  North  and 
Grey  : but  they  were  all  strenuously  opposed 
by  the  lord  Carteret,  and  Townsbeno,  the  earl 
of  Hay,  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  tbe  bbhop  of 
Sarum,  and  tbe  earl  of  Scarborough,  so  that  the 
question  being  put  npon  the  said  motioo,  it 
was  carried  in  the  negative  by  60  voices, 
against  23. 

Proteiiton  that  ouatton.^ 

“ Dissentient’ 

" Because  tbe  qocstion  consisted  wholly  of 

matters  of  fact,  which  were  exactly  agreeable 
to  a paper  laid  before  the  House  by  the  proper 
4iffit:«ran  ths  Ad(beH«f^  House ; and  as  it 
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is  not  reasonable  to  be  presumed,  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  ci'ovrn  would  state  the  debt  higher 
than  il  realij'  was,  so  tre  cannot  but  think  that 
nothing  was  alledged  in  the  debate  that  made 
it  appear  the  debt  was  less  than  stated  in  the 
question ; but  on  the  contrary,  had  the  exact 
quantum  of  the  debt  been  tnaterial  to  hare 
been  inquired  into  on  this  occasion,  it  was  evi- 
dent to  us,  even  from  a memorandum  at  the 
boiiocn  of  the  same  paper,  that  the  debt  was, 
in  reality,  mucli  higher  the  Slst  of  December, 

1720,  than  stated  in  the  question.* 

(SigiudJ  W.  Ebor',  Bristol,  Bathurst, 
Momjoy,  Compton,  Boyle,  StralTord, 
Guilford,  Aberdeen,  Westou,  Litchlield, 
Fr.  Raifen’,  Cowper,  North  and  Grey, 
Frnn.  Cestriens',  Foley,  Uxbridge,  Ash- 
burnbacn.’' 

The  same  day  a motion  was  made,  “ That 
the  lessening  tile  Public  Debt  annually,  by  ail 
proper  methods,  is  necessary  to  the  restoring 
and  preserving  the  Public  Credit."  And  a 
question  being sinced  thereupon,  after  debate, 
the  previous  question  was  put,  wbetlicr  the  said 
question  shall  be  now  put?  It  was  resolved  in 
toe  negative. 

“ Dissentieat' 

1.  Because  as  the  main  question  is  unde- 
niably true,  and  seems  in  us  admitted  to  bo 
so,  by  its  being  prevented  to  be  put  by  tb'e  pre- 
vious question,  so  we  think  it  would  have  been 
highly  expedient  and  useful  to  the  public  to 
have  had  it  put  and  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
that  by  the  declared  opinion  of  this  House 
(which  must  always  be  of  the  greatest  autho- 
rity) those,  wlio  are  more  immediately  con- 
cerned (0  take  care  of  the  Public  Credit,  might 
not  rely  on  vain  and  deceitful  projects  for  re- 
storing and  preserving  the  creditor  the  nation, 
but  apply  theinsclv.es  seriously  and  diligently 
to  bring  about  die  unly  ciTeciuul  means  of  do- 

“ 3.  Although  so  clear  and  evident  a truth, 
as  is  cuatuined  in  the  main  question,  cannot 
when  proposed  but  obtain  the  consent  of  all, 
especially  of  such  as  are  qualified  to  be  in  great 
itatioui,  yet  at  tliis  juncture,  when  the  public 
is  under  such  great  necessities  from  the  uiiex- 
ampifd  pressure  of  debts,  and  when  all'  otliec 
reiucdieshithcrto  attempted  have  proved  inef- 
fectual, if  not  mischievous,  wc  can  not  but  con- 
ceive il  wus  extremely  proper,  and  must  have 
greatly  riinduced  to  tKe  restoring  and  preserv- 
ing the  Public  Credit,  to  bn»e  qoickened  the 
endeavours  for  that  purpose  of  all  in  the  public 
service,  by  so  high  nti  authority  os  a resolution 
of  this  liouse,  not  only  pointing  out  to  them 
the  way  they  should  take  cowards  that  good 
end,  but  iiitimaciRg  also,  that  as  far  as  Is  passi- 
ble Co  be  attained,  the  doing  so  would  be  ex- 
pected from  them. 

“ And  iberel'nre  we  conceive,  the  main  ques- 
tion shuuld  hare  been  put  and  voted  (as  wc 


* This  Protest  was  expunged  by  order  of  the 
3rd  of  AlurcIi|fq|ioi»fin|.tf  rti^rtkeci  i- . - le  ■,  ■ v--i  -:ii 
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think  it  must  have  been,  had  it  been  pm)  in  the 
affirmative.— fSigned^)  W.  EboP,  Strafford, 
Cowper,  Ashhurnbam, Weston, Bathurst, 
North  and  Grey,  Compton,  Fra.  Roffen’, 
Boyle,  Uxbridge,  Foley,  Bristol,  Aber- 
deen, Guilford,  Litchfield,  Fra.  Ces- 

Debate  an  a Motion  for  limiting  the 
for  entering  Pretatt.]  February  27.  The 
earl  of  Sunderland  took  notice,  That  the  privi- 
lege nf  entering  Protests,  bad  of  late  been  so 
much  abused,  that,  in  his  opinion,  some  re- 
Eiraioc  ought  Co  be  put  to  it,  by  limiting  the 
time  for  entering  Protestations,  upon  asking 
leave  of  the  House,  wbich'  was  never  denied  s 
and  therefore  he  moved,  “ That  such  Lords  as 
shall  enter  their  Protestations  with  Reasons, 
shall  do  the  same  before  two  o’clock  tlie  next 
aictine  d:^,  nnd  sign  them  before  the  House 
rises.”  This  was  opposed  by  lord  Cowper, 
who  alledged,  That  the  time  being  so  short, 
and  very  few  lords  coming  so  early,  such  an 
Order  would,  in  effect,  put  an  end  to  all  pro- 
testing, which  was  an  ancient  privil^eof  that 
Hnuse.  The  bishop  of  Rochester  added,  That 
if  Protests  were  limited  to  so  short  a time,  this 
was,  at  least,  the  way  to  have  them  crude  and 
undi|ested ; and  he  thought  it  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  that  august  assembly  to  have  auy 
thing  entered  upon  their  Journals,  wbich  were 
records  for  ufler-uges,  before  it  had  been  duly 
considered  on  and  well  digested.  He  was  sop- 
parted  by  the  lords  Bathurst,  North  and  Grey 
and  Trevor : but  they  were  opposed  by  the 
lords  Townshend  and  Onslow,  the  earl  of  Sun- 
derlood  and  the  bishop  of  Peterborough,  the 
duke  of  Argyle  and  the  lord  Carteret;  and 
the  question  being  put  upon  the  said  motion, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  by  48  voices 
against  18 ; and  an  Order  was  made,  pursuant 
to  the  said  Resolution.  Then  a mociou  was 
made,  That  the  said  Order  be  made  a Stand- 
ing Order  of  the  House,  &c.  but  tbc  debate  on 
that  motion  was  adjourned  to  the  3rd  of 
March,  when  all  the  lords  were  ordered  to  be 
summoned. 

Protest  against  patting  a Bill  relating  lorvn- 
tiing  <f  Good*.]  March  8.  The  Lords  read  a 
second  time  an  mgrossed  bill  from  the  Commons, 

* To  prevent  the  clandestine  running  of  Guods,* 
&c.  Aud  the  question  being  pot,  whether  the 
hill  do  pais,  it  was  resolved  la  die  affirmative, 
by  3C  against  19. 

“ Dissentient' 

“ 1.  Because  we  are  very  sensible  of  the  ill 
consequences  tliat  attend  the  pernicious  prac- 
tice of  running  of  goods;  end  therefore  wish 
some  reasonable,  proper  and  effectual  method 
(wbich  we  do  aut  take  tbb  Bill  to  be)  mighty 
have  been  set  on  foot  to  prevent  it. 

“3,  Because  the  inakioK  the  alteration,  by 
aformer  bill,  from  ships  of  1 j tun  to  those  of 
30,  has  not  proved  of  any  advantage,  as  we 
apprehend,  tince  it  has  been  adniiticd  that  the 
RaH,9qt*,  hiH(q.  ftU.W. 
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irround  lo  hope,  (b»i  the  further  nu>iii|;  the 
pro'iibmon  to  »tiips  of  40  tun,  na  ia  done  by 
tJiit'  bill,  will  be  eSrctunl ; but,  vte  itiiok,  there 
iaraaKH  to  fesr  ihae  it  may  be  a great  preju- 
dioe  to  the  coaating-tmde  in  particular,  ^ince 
the  owners  of  such  vesteis  are  thereby  sub- 
jected to  the  heavy  penally  of  Isung  their 
itiips,  when  possibly  they  nay  be  entir^y  in- 
nocent (hcmeelves,  and  ihp  fault  may  be  ci>tn- 
mitied  only  through  ibe  fully  or  knavery  of  the 
sailors,  winch  will  discourage  tlie  lending  small 
vessels  to  those  who  trade  in  them,  by  which 
a great  part  of  the  coast-trade  is  at  present 
carried  on. 

“ 3.  Because  the  penalty  of  banishment  in 
the  bill  seems,  in  some  cases,  Co  be  annexed  to 
a very  small  udence : we  do  not  chink  it  ion 
great  fur  any  une  wbo  shall  he  taken  wiiii 
goods  of  any  considerable  value,  and  with  a 
manifest  intent  to  defraud  bis  mnjt^ty  of  his 
cusinms ; but  as  the  bill  is  worded,  it  will,  as 
vre  concrive,  extend  to  any  gentleman,  if 
armed,  returning  from  hu  travels,  wbn  has 
about  litiu  knowingly  the  least  trifle  that  has 
not  been  entered  and  paid  duty,  though  be  has 
not  the  least  design  to  defraud  the  king  of  his 
customs,  or  thinks  he  is  transgressing  any  law 
whatsoever;  and  we  drs  not  think  flt  (u  de- 

Ecnd,  that  so  severe  a law  may  not,  iu  such 
ard  caws,  be  Bomecim'-s  executed  with  rigour 
“ 4.  Because  it  nas  endeavoured,  hut  witli- 
out  success,  at  the  (.'oincnittee,  to  have  ex- 
cepted Che  barges  of  noblemen  and  of  the  lord 
mayor  and  companies  of  the  city  of  London, 
wlucli  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  used  (and  Che  ; 
great  barges  of  state  belonging  Co  the  city  can- 
not be  hsed)  in  the  running  of  goods;  and 
tlierefore,  we  conceive,  the  making  it  necessary 
for  the  nobilky,  or  die  lord  mayor  and  com- 
panies to  apply  to  the  admiralty,  for  a licence 
to  use  their  own  barges  on  the  river  Thames, 
or  lay  aside  the  use  of  them  for  want  of  such 
licences,  which  caunot  be  obtained  with- 
out giving  snch  u securi^  as  will  bind  and  iu- 
cuffiber  the  real  estates  of  the  obligors,  to  be 
not  only  a great  and  unnecessary  indignity,  but 
also  an  invasion  of  property,  especially  in  tbe 
case  of  the  barges  beiougiug  Co  the  city  of 
ls>ndon,  which  city  has  an  ancient  right  to  the 
conservation  uf  the  river  Thames,  and  as  high 
an  interest  in  it  as  is  possible  Cu  be  Itad  in  any 
navigable  river ; and  therefore  we  tliink  it  ab- 
surd, as  well  as  injurioos  to  property,  to  com- 
pel die  great  officers  and  companies  nf  that 
city  to  a^  and  give  security  for  a licence  to 
navigate  or  pass  on  that  part  of  the  Thames, ' 
which  may  not  improperly  be  called  their  own 

“ 5.  It  seems  to  'IS  partial  and  unjust,  that 
tbe  prohibitHjn  of  barges  and  other  vessels  ile- 
scribed  in  tbe  bill,  should  extend  only  t«  the 
counties  for  that  piiipuse  named  in  the  bill, 
and  not  to  other  maritrme  counties,  especially 
such  as  are  mnst  infamoui  for  nnning  goorli ; 
where,  though  (he  vessels  desorihed  mny  not  as 
yet  be  so  much  in  use  as  in  the  counties  named, 
7«i  will  umlaaVseidly,  hit;t?i9l»iHSie4  :in,,ortiet , 


concerning  Prolesls.  [97(5 
counties  not  named,  when  they  can  no  longer 
be  kept  in  the  cotinties  or  places  the  bill  ex- 
tends to;  and,  we  conceive,  laws  should  not 
imike  a distinction  where  there  is  no  diflerence 
in  reason,  on  a dependnnee  that  it  may  be  sup- 
plied by  a new  law  another  opportunity. 

“6.  Because  the  time  allowed  by  the  bill 
(yhs.  to  the  23ib  of  Uiis  instant  March)  either 
to  dispose  uf  the  bni^s  and  other  prohibited 
vessels,  or  obtain  lu^iices  for  the  keeping,  is 
much  too  short,  ns  n-e  conceive,  and  <v|II  prove 
the  occasinn  uf  more  hardships  being  done  than 

can  possibly  be  foreseen. iSigitedJ  Scars- 

dale,  Monijoy,  Bristol,  Litcbiield,  Wes- 
ton, Fra.  Roflen’,  St.  John  de  Blelsoe, 
Aberdeen,  Foley,  North  nnd  Grey, 
Guilford,  Uxbridge,  Craven,  Boyle, 
Simflbrd,  Compiou,  Bathurst,  Cawper, 
Mash  am.” 

A Hem  Slmding  Order  concerning  ike  cn~ 
tering  Protesir.]  March  3.  The  Lords,  ac- 
cording  to  nrder,  proceeded  to  take  into  euusi- 
deration  the  motion  for  making  the  Order, 
That  such  Lords  as  shall  enter  tbeir  Protestif- 
I cions  with  Bessons,  shall  do  the  same, before 
two  o’clock  the  next  sitting  day,  and  sieu  them 
Imfore  the  (Iou>e  rises,  a Standiog  Order  •>!  the 
House,  and  that  the  same  be  eutered  on  tbe 
roll  of  Standing  Orders,  initeud  of  the  Order  of 
tlie  3tli  of  March,  1041. 

Protest  agointl  «<•]  And  the  said  Order 
being  read,  mter  debate,  tbe  question  wa?  put 
thereupon,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

“ DiBentient’ 

1.  ‘ For  that  the  Standing  Order,  in  relatioif 
to  the  time  of  entering  Proiosiatmos,  m as  made 
above  80  years  since,  nnd  was  restrictive  of  ao 
ancient  right ; and  yet  in  all  that  dme,  till 
now,  has  never  liecii  thought  not  to  have  re- 
strained lliat  right  enough ; but  on  tbe  con- 
trary, whenever  longer  tiine,'ili;ia  is  allowed  by 
that  Order,  has  been  asked,  ns  ithas  been  done 
in  innnmerufale  instances,  it  was  never  once 
denied,  as  tve  believe;  w Inch  shews  that  the 
constant  opinion  of  this  Kuuse  has  hitherto 
been,  that  the  vestrsini  hrouebt  upon  that  an- 
cient right  of  the  Lords,  by  that  uM  Order,  has 
been  rather  coo  much  than  too  little. 

H.  ‘'The  abridging  this  rigbt  of  protesting 
with  resisnnryet  more,  will  neccsMrils  cause 
the  reasons  to  be  penned  with'less  oCcurflcy,' 
and  prnbabiy  longer  than  they  would  hare' 
been,  had  more  time  been  allbwed;  which, 
though  it  may  gratify  (hose  who  differ  in  opi- 
nion from  the  protesters,  yet  will  hurt  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Uiiase,  as  we  conceive,  and  the' 
dignity  of  the  records  tbereuf;  for  we  can  by' 
no  means  nilow,  that  ns  much  time  should  not 
be  afliirdeil  to  word  the  Lords'  Kciuoiis,  which' 
are  tu  be  ericereil  on  the  Journals,  ns  would  be 
necessary  to  the  wording  of  a pumpblut  de- 
signed to  be  printed  and  pobiUhed. 

3.  “ Because  wc  conceive,  tint  if  this  far-  _ 
tber  restraint  does  not  render  the  protesth’g 
iqiike  -jn5j!arttpabVpy^».i|  inust prove  very  in* 
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coinmodioui  und  froublegorne  to  (he  Lords 
who  would  make  use  of  that  their  undouliteri 
nght^  lor  Ji  H debate  should  take  up  eoy  long 
umei  as  most  debates  of  consequence  should 


<lU(  the  intermediate  time  allowed  is,  ... . 
opuiion,  not  sufficient  for  Lords,  who  dest^i 
protest,  to  meet  and  bring  tlieir  several  reasons 
together,  aod  alherwards  aipreas  them  with 
that  clearness,  and  so  unexceptionahiv  as  tliej 
ought  todri;  and  besides,  get  them /airly  and 
correctly  entered  upon  the  Jonrnal : So  that, 
in  our  ooinioD,  they  must  very  often  be  either 
excluded  from  entering  and  signing  their  Rea- 
Mos,  or  endure  a great  deal  of  hardship  and 
inconvenience,  by  denying  themselves  the  usual 
rest  and  refreslimeots  (as  i*  very  obvious  with- 
out farther  explanation)  and  heobligedto  come 
long  before  their  ordinary  duty  of  attending  the 
fausmesa  of  the  House  requires ; so  that,  we 
conceive,  this  new  restraint  will  either  liiiider 
protesting  with  Reasons,  or  amount  to  akind  of 
punishment  on  those  Ixirds,  who  shall  make 
use  of  their  ancient  and  undoubted  right  of 
protesting. 

4.  « There  seems  to  us  the  less  reason 
for  this  step,  because  if  the  liberty  of  entering 
Protestations  with  Rensons  be  in  any  degree 
•bused,  the  House  can,  and  does,  omr  iliem, 
or  such  parts  of  them,  as  can  he  reasonably 
objected  to,  to  be  expunged ; and  this  observa- 
tion is  yet  stronger,  fur  that  of  late  precedents 
have  been  made  of  expunging  a great  number 
of  Reasons,  and  of  a various  nature,  by  one  ge- 
neral question;  which  is  a veiy  expeditious 
remedy  for  any  abuse  that  cau  happen. 

5.  “ If  ever  there  should  be  a time,  when 
the  utmost  candour  and  fairness  is  less  in  use 
than  at  present,  this  new  restriction  on  ibe 
right  of  protesting  with  Reasons,  may  open  a 
gap  to  many  artifices  and  unfair  practices  in 
prejudice  of  that  rieht;  clerks  may  come  later 
than  usual,  pretend  other  business,  or  write 
slower,  or  use  other  shifts  to  avoid  perfecting 
the  entry  of  the  Reasons  till  after  tlm  time  al- 
lowed, especially  if  tliey  shall  think,  though 
falsely,  they  gratify  a majority  ofthe  House  by 
ao  doing,  which  will  make  them  at  least  hope 
for  impunity;  or  if  not  so  disposed,  ibeylraay 
be,  on  the  other  hand,  inducea  (and  not  unren- 
lonably)  to  write  faster  and  wore  loosely  than 
will  become  the  Journal  of  this  House,  (bat  the 
entry  may  be  finished  within  the  time  limited. 
We  do  not  pretend  to  enamorate  all  the  ways 
of  making  this  alteration  of  the  old  Standing 
Order  more  inconvenient  than  appears  at  fine 
tight,  but  only  specify  these  few, 

6.  “ We  lio  not  think  the  right  of  entering 
Protestations  wiili  Reasons  hu  been  of  late 
abused,  so  ns  to  ^ve  ocuasioo  for  this  new  re- 
itriction,  though  it  may  have  been  used  of  late 
more  frequent  than  formerly;  for  which,  ac- 
cording to  our  opiniona,  there  hath  been  very 
proper  occasions  given ; aod  since  we  cannot 
but  think  the  right  of  protesting  with  reasons  a I 
valuable  and  uwul  privilege,  we  must  confess  I 
our  fears,  lest  these  restrictions,  though 


extinction  of  that  right. (&^ncrf,l  W 

Ehor’,  Uxbridge,  North  niid  ’urey' 
Boyle,  Lildilieid,  St.  Joliii  do  BIcuoe’, 
Strafford,  Bathiirsi,  Trevor,  Aherdeen, 
Fr.  UoUen',  Fran.  C'estrieiib’,  Cowner! 
Bristol,  Foley,  Weston,” 

Fratal  ngoitul  expHnging  Part  0/  Ike  Pro- 
tnt  of  <Ae  loth  of  February,  abmil  the  Nary 
Pfbl-]  Then  the  Order  was  read  for  taking 
into  considemtiou,  the  Protests  entered  on  ibe 
Journal  of  this  House,  on  the  Ibtli  and  80th 
days  of  February  last,  and  the  Kveral  Rcasuns 
ill  the  Protest  entered  the  19ih  0/  February 
last,  against  putting  off  the  farther  considera- 
tions of  the  causes  of  contracting  so  lame 
n-Navy  Debt,  for  litre.'  weeks,  beiog  read,  it 
was  proposed,  “That  from. the  word  [speci- 
fied] 111  the  tenth  line  ofthe  fourth  ReaNiii,  to 
the  end  of  the  said  i’roieat,  [sea  p.  WO]  be  ex- 
punged.” And  it  being  moved  to  adjourn,  the 
ijuesiion  was  put,  Whether  this  House  shall 
w adjourned  till  Monday  tnoriiing  next  f 
resolved  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  question  was  put.  Whether’ all  that 
is  contained  in  the  said  Protest  after  the  Wonl 
' specified’  in  the  teuth  line  ofthe  fourth  Rea- 
on,  shall  be  expunged ) It  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative,  by  45  agaiust  18. 

” Dissentient’ 

Because  when  we  were  giving  reasons 
against  putting  off  the  farther  eonsidmaiion  of 
the  causeeofthe  Navy-Debt  by  long  adjoora- 
mencs,  probably  for  the  whole  session,  as  we 
thought  no  reason  could  be  more  proper  than 
that  the  subject-matter  of  that  inquiry  was  not 
exhausted,  but  that  very  much  material  busi- 
ness remained  to  be  considered  on  that  bead  ; 
so  we  did,  and  do  yvt  conceive,  lliaiibe  follow- 
ing that  general  assertion,  with  an  enuuioration 
oftbeparticolar  matters  which  yot  dfd  rernain 
to  l>e  inquired  into,  as  well  sneb  ns  arose  from 
papers  already  before  tlie  House,  as  otbera 
which,  we  were  well  assured  woald  aiisc  in  Ihe 
ftrther  progress  of  that  business  (from  ptipera 
designed  to  ho  called  for)  did  make  the  said 
general  aigataent,  which  stands  expunged,  more 
strong,  aa  well  as  more  fair  aad  candid,  by 
shewing  it  waa  well  founded  upon  particulars ; 
and  although  tlie  House  has  not  thought  fit  to 
permit  tlia  said  eoumeration  of  particulars  lu 
stand  on  the  Journal,  yet,  we  conceive,  we 
hare  attained  iliu  advantage,  by  having  en- 
tered them,  that  it  cannot  be  olgccled  to  us 
now,  that  we  genmily  affirmed  more  business 
of  consequence  remained  for  that  conioiitteeto 
do,  ■Srithouc  being  able  to  instance  or  spvcifr 

what  in  particular. (Sifiitd j W.Ebor',  Ux- 

bridge,Strmfford,  Aberd,ecn,  Fr.  Roffeu', 
Fran.  Ceatricn',  .Bathiirsi,  Litchfield, 
Foley,  Cowper,  North  aod  Grey.Trevor, 
Boyle,  Bristol,  St.  John  dc  Blaisho.” 


Frotcit  agaiiut  esyunging  the  Protest  of  the 
80tA  qf  Fell,  relating  to  Ike  Nativnai-lJcbl.l 
Then  the  Reason  for  ilic  Protest  entered, the 
’j  j'  ■■■;••  A — ; — I 2O1I1  of  Feb.  Inst,  on  coniidiratinn  of ‘the 

vou^m 
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Debate  (he  question  nos  put,  whether  the  entire 
Hcoson  for  theuiid  Prutest  shall  be  expunged  i 
It  was  resolve<l  in  the  alEnnative. 

“ Dusemient’ 

“ Because,  we  concciee,  diere  is  no  iostance 
orcxp(in;!iag  the  Ktaiuns  of  a Protest,  unless 
they  were  thought  to  contain  something  inde- 
ceoc  CO  ilu-  House,  or  alledged  matters  of  fact 
that  were  folHe;  the  first  is  not  presumed  in 
this  present  case : and  as  to  the  second,  tlie 
mnUer  depending  upon  figures,  cliere  cou  be  uo 
dispute,  but  upon  the  method  of  osculation  ; 
rad  if  (be  Lords  wbo  signed  the  Protest  did 
choose  (o  fallow  (be  mctliud  observed  by  the 
officers  of  ibe  £xciiequer,  ratber  than  any 
other,  we  do  natconcei.-'ihdr  Reasons,  founded 
on  such  authority,  deserved  to  be  expunged  j 
neither  d»  we  think  the  sard  Lords  were  obliged 
to  maliededuciiuiis  from  liie  ILtchequer  ac- 
count, wliicb  was  teid  bcfiire  the  House, 
without  (naltin*  iheproperuddilionsac  the  s ioie 
time;  far  i(  must  be  agreed,  tlistil'tlie  Debt 
seated  in  1717,  wi»  hut  47,800,0001. ; and  in 
the  year  1720,  abose  fifty  niilhuiis,  the  bringing 
the  annuities  into  (he  Suutb-Sea  Company  may 
occasion  an  increase  of  about  two  millions  and 
a half;  and  die  Artny 'Debentures  not  yet 
brought  to  accuuQC,  are  estimated  at  ubuut 
half  3 million  more ; rad  the  Debt  of  the  Navy 
is  near  two  millions  ; so  the  whole  appears  to 
be  about  fifty-five  niillinns,  and  the  increase  of 
the  National  Debt  (since  ittvas  stated  in  1717) 
might  therefore  be  reckon^  nbbut  seven  mil- 
lions ; rad  deducting  the  million  of  Exche- 
quer-Bills lent  to  the  Suuili-Sea  Company,  the 
real  increase  of  Che  Nuciooal  Debt,  almve  what 
it  was  stated  nt  in  the  year  1717,  appears  to  us. 
at  this  time,  about  six  millions : but  as  (be 
Reasons  were  founded  on  die  account  laid 
before  (he  House,  which  kept  in  the  millioa  of 
Exchequer-Bills  as  a Debt,  and  excluded  all 
the  other  articles,  we  couceive  (bey  ought  not 
to  have  been  expunged,  since  the  under-reck- 
oning the  Debt  was  not  the  olyeetkm  made 

Bgaiusc  them. (Signed)  Fran.  Cestriens’, 

fiaihucst,  Foley,  C'lwper,  Strafford,  Si. 
John  de  Bletslio,  North  and  Grey, 
Ijtchfield,  Boyle,  Guilford,  Fr.  Rofien', 
Uxbridge,  Westun,  Aberdeen,  Bristol, 
Trevor." 

Prolesi  ngiiiBif  expunging  the  Profeif  nf  the 
17(/i  Jan.  a^iunrt  <Ac  Quaker*’  Bifl.]  March 
i.  The  Order  was  read  far  taking  into  consi- 
demiion  the  Protest  entered  in  the  Journal  of 
the  17th  of  Jan.  [See  p.  945.1  on  rejecting  the 
Petition  from  the  London  Clergy  agaimt  the 
Qimkers'  Bill ; mid  the  several  Reasons  for  the 
said  Protest  being  read,  after  debate,  die  ques- 
tion being  put,  that  (be  entire  Entry  of  the 
Reasons,  far  the  said  I’rntesc,  be  expunged  ; it 
wns  resolved  in  iheTdfinnative,  by  5*  voices 
agninsc  18, 

“ Dissentient’ 

“.Beondse  former  Reasons  entered  agninst 
fome  lute  Hosoliiiions  far  expuuging  do,  as  we 
wneeive,  #W5t, 


to  this  Resolaiion  ; and  tberefare,  to  avoid  re- 
petition we  refer  to  chose  Reasons,  with  this 
farther,  That  we  do  not  find,  and  believe  there 
is  nnt  any  precedent,  wherein  Reasons  for  ■ 
Protestation  bare  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  (be  House  so  long  after  they  were  en- 
tered. as  in  the  present  cate;  and  the  iocon- 
veniencies  of  doing  so  are,  in  our  opinion,  very 

tnanifeiL (Signed,)  .Strafford,  F.  RuJeo, 

Boyle,  North  and  Grey,  .Sc.  John  do 
Bletibn,  Fran.  Cestriens’,  Craven,  Aber- 
deen, Uxbridge,  Mountjoy,  Cowper, 
Bathurst,  Guilford,  Litchfield,  Foley.” 

The  Speaker'tSoeech  to  the  King  on  present- 
ing the  Money  Bif/.l  March  7.  The  King 
went  to  (be  House  of  Peers  with  the  usual  stato 
and  solemnity,  and  Bie  Commons  atiendiug, 
(heir  Speaker,  upon  presenting  the  Money. 
Bill,  mode  the  following  Speech  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, »i*. 

“ Most  gracious  Sovereign ; 

“ This  is  the  seventh  year  in  which  your  ma. 
jetty's  faithful  Commoni,  without  burtfienmg 
your  people  with  any  new  or  unnsual  taxes, 
have  readily  and  cheerfully  granted  to  your 
majesty  the  necessary  Suj'plies,  not  only  fat 
carrying  oo  the  ordinary  expeoces  of  the  go- 
vernment, but  far  umintainiiig  the  boiinur  and 
dignity  of  Che  crown  ; aod,  at  the  same  time, 
they  nave  omicicil  oo  opportunity  of  easing 
the  public  incumbrances,  aod  of  potting  tbe 
National  Debt  into  a'method  of  payment;  for 
no  sooner  bad  your  majesty,  by  the  vigilance 
of  your  counciLs,  and  tbe  success  of  your  arms, 
restored  rad  secured  tbe  public  peace  rad 
rraiiquillity,  but  your  Commons  immediately 
found  means  to  reduce  the  Interest  of  the  Na> 
ciun.il  Debt,  and  thereby  sec  apart  a Fund, 
n bich,  by  a farther  reduction  of  interest  since 
mode  by  your  Commons,  will,  in  a few  yeaix, 
be  considerably  increased,  and  the  payment  oi 
the  principal  become  practicable ; and  from 
which  your  majesty’s  trading  subjects  have  al- 
ready reaped  this  immediate  beoelic,  that  your 
Commons  have  been  enabled,  during  this 
sessiotr,  without  endangering  the  security  of 
any  parliamentary  engagements,  to  take  offi  . 
such  duties  as  were  found  by  experience  to  be  | 
most  prejudicial  to  Che  trade  and  manufactores 
of  year  kingdoms.  And  as  your  Commons  | 
were  apprehensive,  that  Che  Debt  of  the  Navy  i 
was  rising  to  such  an  height,  as  would,  if  nuC  | 
timely  prevented,  necessarily  afiect  rad  depre-  ' 
ciaie  all  other  public  credit,  and  which  would  ' 
inevitably  increase  the  charge  and  expence  of  I 
the  current  service;  they  have  tberefare  un-  I 
animously  agreed  on  such  methods  of  diseba^  I 
ing  so  much  of  that  Debt,  as  will  efiectuolTy  j 
revent  the  miscliiefs  tliey  apprehend,  and  can  || 
a no  ways  burthensome  to  their  fellow*  ji 

**  TJius  have  yoni  Commons  fully  and  happily  | 
completed  every  thing  which  your  majesty  ; 
was  gracionsly  pleased  to  recommend  to  them  I 
at  the  L^inniugof  thlssessien;  and  wheaevCT 

jflurira>u^j,in,ypM,wy4»isdofp,8haUaga.^  ■! 
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think  it  proper  to  meet  jour  people  in  pariia- 
ment,  may  they  imitate  yoor  preseitc  House  of 
Commons  in  our  duty  and  affection  to  yoor 
majeity,  iu  oor  steadiness  and  resolution  (o 

3nrtyour  government;  may  they  continue, 
like  application  and  diligence,  to  extend 
trade  and  commerce,  the  true  and  natural 
source  of  wealth  and  plenty  in  these  kingdoms; 
end  wesltould  think  ourselves  happy,  if  even 
our  mistakes  might  be  of  service  to  your  ma- 
jesty, by  being  a warning  to  tiiose  tiint  come 
after  ui  ; and  that  when  the  wtstlom  of  your 
m^esiy's  councils,  and  Uie  steadiness  of  your 
admaiitration,  shall  have  restored  credit  to  its 
ibmier  flourishing  condition,  they  may  not  grow 
wanton  with  too  much  prosperity,  but  may 
proceed  with  such  caution  and  prudence  in 
their  endeavours  to  lessen  the  National  Debt, 
as  may  put  it  out  of  tne  power  of  any  set  of 
men  to  produce  misery  niid  distress,  irnm  what 
shall  be  proposed  for  the  ease  and  benefit  of 
your  people  ; and  that,  by  the  blessing  and 
assistance  of  Divine  Providence,  they  may  so 
effectually  unite  the  affections  of  your  people, 
and  firmly  estnblish  your  majesty's  throne, 
' Tliat  the  Scepter  mi^  not  depart  from  your 
' Royal  House,  nor  a JCawgiver  from  between 
‘ your  Feet  I’  That  the  ancient  legal  consti- 
tution of  this  kingdom,  in  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  may  be  perpetuated  in  your  ma- 
jesty and  yonr  Royal  Posterity,  till  time  shall 
be  no  more. 

“ Your  m^esty  having  been,  at  different 
times,  in  the  coarse  of  this  session,  graciously 
pleased  to  accept  such  Supplies,  as  your  Com- 
mons offered  to  your  majesty  fur  the  Service  of 
this  year,  they  do  now  Immbly  pray  your  ma- 
jesty’s like  gracious  acceptance  of  a Bill  they 
have  prepared  for  discharging  the  Debt  of  die 
Navy,  intilled,  ‘ An  Act  for  paying  off  and 
< cancelling  one  Million  of  Exchequer  Bills, 

Tht  Hing'i  Speech  at  the  Close  of  the  Seventh 
and  /tulSessionqfthe  Fi/iAPar/iauienl  of  Great 
£Hlain.]  Afler  this,  the  Sing  gave  the  royal 
assent  to  several  pubticaiid  private  Bills  Then 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  Uismajesty'seommand, 
delivered  the  following  Speech  to  liotbl  louses: 
“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

**  You  could  nut  have  given  me  a more  ac- 
ceptable instance  of  your  zeal  and  affection, 
than  by  dispatching,  with  so  much  nnanimity, 
the  several  particulars  I recommended  to  you  at 
the  beginning  of  this  session,  for  the  ease  and 
advantage  of  my  people. 

“ The  many  and  great  encoumgemems  yon 
Itave  given  to  oar  trade  and  manufactures,  and 
the  provisinn  you  have  made  fur  our  being  sup- 
plied wicli  naval  stores  Iruni  our  own  planta- 
tions, will,  I m:ikc  no  doubt,  excite  the  indus- 
try of  my  subjects,  employ  a greater  number  of 
Uie  |raor,  increase  our  novigaiioii,  and  be  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  riches  nod  strength 
aflhii  nation. 

“ Gentlemen  of  tlie.House  of  Commons  ; 
"The  ti#r 


year,  nud  the  making  a provisinn  for  the  dis- 
charge of  so  comiderubie  a port  of  the  Debt 
of  the  Navy,  is  a farther  proof  of  your  affeciion 
to  me,  and  your  regard  for  tlic  public  ; and 
doing  it  in  a muiner  so  little  bunlimsoiuu  lo 
my  people  gives  me  the  greatest  saiismction. 

" My  Lords  and  Geotletnen  ; 

" I cannot  in  justice  pan  with  this  parlia- 
ment, without  returning  you  my  siiicerest 
lhauks,  for  your  steady  and  resolute  adherence 
to  my  person  and  guvemmenc,  and  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  Prutesiant  Cause,  both  at  home 
and  nhroad.  Tlie  enemies  of  onr  happy  con- 
stitution have  given  the  strangest  and  most  ho- 
nourable testimony  of  yuur  behaviour  in  these 
particulars,'  by  the  impbcnble  mnlicc  which 
they  hare, upon  all  occasiens,  expressed  against 

« You  must  all  be  sensiblo,  that  they  are, 
at  this  juncture  reviving,  with  the  greatest  in- 
dustry, the  same  ivick^  arts  of  calumny  and 
defamation,  which  have  been  the  constant  pre- 
ludes to  public  troubles  and  disorders ; and 
such  is  iheic  infatuation,  that  they  flatter  them- 
selves the  grossest  inisreprescotatians  will  turn 
CO  their  advantage,  and  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  recommending  themselves  to  the 
favour  and  gooil  opinion  of  my  people;  but  I 
have  so  just  a cenndeace  in  the  affection  of  roy 
subjects,  and  in  clieir  regard  for  ilieir  own  wel- 
fare, that  I am  persuaded  they  will  not  sirffcr 
themselves  to  be  thus  imposed  upon,  and  be- 
trayed ioto  their  own  destruction. 

" For  my  pert,  as  the  preservation  of  the 
constitution  in  church  and  state  shall  always 
be  my  care,  lam  firmly  deieriuineJ  to  con- 
tinue to  countenance  such  as  have  manifested 
their  zeal  for  die  present  establishment,  and 
have  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of  all  my 
subjects  truly  at  heart;  and  1 question  not  but 
iliac  behaviour,  which  has  justly  recommended 
them  to  me,  will  effectually  secure  Co  them  the 
good  will  of  nil  that  are  well  affected  to  my 
government ; and  will  convince  the  world, 
time  the  expectations  of  those  are  very  ill 
grounded,  who  hope  to  prevail  with  a Protes- 
Cant  free  ]>eople,  to  give  up  tiieir  reli^'on  and 
liberties  ioto  the  hands  of  such  as  are  euemict 
Co  both.” 

The  Parliament  dissolvei/.J  And  tlicn  tlie 
Lord  Chancellor^  by  his  majesty  s command, 

Srorogued  the  Parliament  to  die  ]5tli  of 
larch  IKi,  but  on  die  10th  of  the  same 
month  a Proclamation  was  issued  for  the  Dis- 
inlaiion  of  this  PatUameni,  and  the  Calling 
another. 

PatMCiexLOcCUBXESCES  FItOM  TBE  DlSSO- 
LVTioN  OF  lae  Old  to  7be  MBETiirc  of  tub 
New  Parliamevt— DeafA  of  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland  and  the  Duhe  of  Marll>orough.~ 
Progress  of  the  EfrctiW.— A jPiif  di»fowr«d 
—Bishop  AUertury  and  several  other  Per- 
sons taken  vp. — Meeting  of  the  Nem  Por- 
liamiiit.]  * Soon  after  the  dissolueion  of  the 


ir-'ct  «i!;ilhani,‘t('>'r'l  '.r  i.-i 
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pirliament,  died  Charles  Speacer,  earl  of  Sub- 
derlaod,  whose  abilities  as  a minisier  were  ia* 
disputable,  but  who  exposed  himself  to  i;reat 
odium  bj  the  violence  of  hU  temper,  and  the 
share  he  was  thought  to  have  had  in  liie  South- 
scheme  ; aud  in  the  latter  part  of  bis  Life 
it  is  tiiuught,  upon  good  grounds,  that  he  had 
entered  into  corre.-poiideneies  and  designs, 
which  would  have  been  fatal  » himself,  or  to 
the  public. — His  death  was  followed  in  less 
thana  month  by  tliat  of  his  father  in  biw  the 
duke  of  Marlborough.  lie  was  interred  the 
ptliof  August,  with  great  I'uueral  pomp,  ia 
Westminster  Abbey ; ami  was  succeed^  as 
nutstec-geoeraL  of  the  ordnatice,  and  colonel 
of  the  first  regiment  of  foot,  by  tlie  earl  of 
Cadogan. — Theelections  for  menibtts  of  pac- 
liameiit  were  carried  ott  with  great  zeal  on 
both  sides,  but  the  majority  of  die  elected,  was 
clearly  in  favour  of  the  court ; as  was  likewise 
tbntof  the  sizteenScuts  peers. 

It  was  kiug  Geode’s  lot  to  meet  with  con- 
tinual disturhaacca.  The  aliair  of  the  South- 
Sen,  and  the  favour  shown  to  (be  managers  of 
that  scheme,  Lad  raised  great  discontents.  It 
was  natural  for  the  enemies  of  his  person  find 
government  to  improve  such  a juncture.  Ac- 
cordingly they  did  so;  and,  though  without 
hope  0?  any  foreign  assistance,  they  imagined 
it  possible  CO  succeed  in  their  designs,  unless 
prevented  by  a discovery.  The  king  had  some 
suspicion  of  a Plot.'whicb  lie  had  iutiniaced  in 
his  speech  to  both  Houses,  hut,  presemly  efier, 
bis  suspicions  were  turned  into  certainty.  In 
the  beginning  of  May  be  had  full  iufornialion 
of  a coaspiracy  formed  against  him,  the  first 
notice  of  which  came  from  tin  duke  of  Orleans. 

Upon  this  information,  a camp  was  marked 
out  in  Hyde-unrk,  to  whidi  the  troops  of  the 
king's  boushoid  marched  ebe  next  (Jay.  Orders 
were  issued  to  all  military  officers  immediately 
to  repair  to  their  respective  commands.  Ueu- 
teiiant  generai  Maccortoey  was  dispatched  to 
Ireland,  to  bring  over  some  troops  from  jibence 
into  the  west  of  En^nd.  Messimgers  were 
sent  CO  Scotland  insecure  some  suspected  per- 
sons ; and  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who  some 
days  before  went  over  to  Holland,  was  in- 
structed CO  desire  tlie  States,  to  keep  in  rea- 
diness the  guarantee  troops,  in  order  to  be  sene 
into  Englami  in  cate  of  necessity.  On  the 
other  liniid,  cotoiiei  Churchill  was  sent  Co  the 
court  of  I’rance,  with  a private  commission, 
probably  to  see  how  far  the  assurances  from 
ilience  were  to  he  dopended  upon.  By  these 
precautions' the  public  tranquillity  w.is  pre- 
served in  Great-Britain.  However  the  appre- 
hensions of  tlie  Plot  (lid  not  a Utile  alTecc  pub- 
lic credit ; fur,  on  May  tho  7th,  Soatb-See 
stuck  fell  from  90  to  77;  and  the  timorous  or 
disafiected  began  to  run  upon  the  Bank.  But, 
a few  days  after,  the  funds  gradually  rose  to 
their  former  value. 

To  authorise  tbete  precautions,  and  sound 
tlie  temper  of  the  prople,  the  lord  Townshend 
writ  the  following  leucr  to  the  lord-mayor  of 
London. -I  ■■■)  I'l  i-  ii;v  i'.v.i,.  ill.-:.  ..  -.'.i.i 
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‘ My  Lord  ; Whitehall,  JMay  8, 17S2. 

‘ His  majesty  having  nothing  more  at  heart 
‘ than  the  peace  and  safety  of  his  good  city  up 
‘ London,  the  protection  of  its  inhabitants, 

' and  the  support  of  public  credit,  has  com- 
‘ manded  me  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  he 
‘ has  received  repeated  and  unquestionable  ad- 
‘ vices,  that  several  of  his  sobjects,  forgetting 
' die  allegiance  they  owe  to  his  majesty,  as  well 
‘ as  the  natural  lore  they  ought  to  bear  to 
‘ their  country, have  enter^  intua  wicked  Con- 
‘ spiracy,  in  conoerC  with  traitors  abroad,  for 
‘ raising  a rebellion  in  this  kingdom  in  favour 
‘ of  a Popish  Pretender,  with  a traiteron*  de* 
‘ sign  to  overthrow  onr  esceUeot  constitution 
‘ both  in  church  and  state,  aud  to  subject  a 

Protestant  free  people  to  tyranny  end  super- 
‘stition;  but  I am  persuaded,  that  it  will  be  a 
‘great  satisfaction  to  your  lordship  and  the 
' city,  to  find,  that,  at  the  same  time  I am  or- 
‘ de^  to  inform  yea  of  this  design,  I am 
‘ likewise  commanded  by  bis  majesty  to  let  yon 
‘ know,  that  be  is  firmly  assured  chat  the  an- 
‘ thors  of  it  neither  are,  nor  will  be  supported, 
‘ nor  even  countenanced  by  any  foreign  power. 
‘ And  as  his  majesty  has  bad  timely  notice  of 
‘ their  wicked  machinations,  and  has  made  the 
‘ proper  dispositions  for  defeating  them,  be  ha* 
‘ no  reason  to  doubt,  but  by  the  continuance  of 
‘ the  blessing  of  AlmighM  God,  and  the  ready 
‘ assistance  uf  his  ffiitbiul  subjects,  this  effort 
‘ of  the  malice  of  bis  enemies  will  be  turned  to 
‘ their  ownci^Aision. 

‘ His  majesty  makes  no  doubt,  but  yoni, 
‘ lordship,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  you, 

‘ will,  in  conj  unction  with  the  other  mi^stratei 
‘ of  bis  good  city  of  London,  exert,  with  cbe 
‘ utmost  care  and  vigilance,  your  authority  at 
‘ so  iniportunt  a conjuncture,  for  the  preser- 
‘vaciouof  the  public  peace,  and  cbe  security 
‘ of  the  city.  I am,  &c.  Towbsbbnji.’ 

The  reception  this  letter  met  wkli  was  very 
acceptable  tq  the  court.  An  Address  was 
presented  by  the  court  of  aldermen,  thanking 
the  king  for  his  indulgent  regard  to  the  city  of 
London,  by  informing  them  of  Che  wicked  de- 
signs of  his  enemies  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  congratulating  him  upon  the  happy  success 
of  his  negociatioDS,  which  bad  procured  as- 
surances, that  these  treiterous  purposes  would 
not  be  supported  by  any  foreign  power. 

‘ Wbeuwe  reflect(continuestheAddrcss^oB 

‘ the  many  blessings,  whicdi  Britons  enjoy, 
‘ under  the  protection  of  a, {wince,  who  makes 
‘the  laws  of  this  land  bis  rule  for  the  gnvsrh- 
‘ ment  of  his  people,  when  we  consider  ibst 
* neither  the  civil,  or  religious  rights  of  ^r 
‘ majesty's  subjeets,  have  met  with  tlie  least 
, ‘ instance  of  violation,  since  your  majesty’s  hap- 
I ‘ py  accession  to  the  throne  of  these  realmS] 

I ‘ when  we  recollect  your  majesty’s  royal  cle- 
‘ meocy  nod  benevolence,  (since  the  Inst  m- 
‘ belUon)  to  numbers  of  those  who  offended, 
‘ in  the  highest  degree,  against  their  king,  and 
‘ the  laws  of  their  country,  we  caonot  Iwt  cx- 
suftintinoij  abjK'frctioe  oftboec  vile  asd 
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■ detestable  pmons,  who  ahall  actun  conspire 

■ and  attempt  to  bring  a freehand  hnpp]f  people 

* under  the  Toke  and  rpuiny  of  supentition, 

‘ and  to  invofre  this  Datioo  in  a ttnte  of  blood, 

' miser;,  and  utmost  confusioo.  And  as  these 

* must  be  the  unavoidable  consequences  iit- 
' tending  an;  enterpiize  to  alter  oor  present 
‘ bapp;  establishment,  and  to  introduce  a 
' Popitb  one  r as  Englistimen  that  valuo  our 

* liberties;  as  honest  men  that  have  sworn  al> 

‘ legiance  to  ;our  majest;,  and  who  have  ab- 

< jured  and  renounced  the  Pretender ; and  as 
‘ real  friends  to  our  etcellent  constitution  in 

* church  and  state  (with  a Protestant  prince  at 

* the  bead  of  it)  we  beg  leave  in  the  must  so* 

< lemn  manner,  todeclare  to  ;ourniajest;,that, 

* as  we  are  bonnd  in  gratitude,  we  will  eiert 

* ourselves  in  oor  several  stations,  with  the  ut* 

* most  care  and  vigilance,  for  the  preserration 
‘ of  the  public  peace  and  tranquillit;,  and  for 
' tbe  restoring  of  public  credit;  and  that  wc 

< will  use  our  sincere  and  heart;  endeavours  for 
‘ tbe  firm  support  of  ;uur  majest;  upon  the 
‘ throne,  ana  for  tbe  making  ;oor  reign  ests; 
‘ and  faapp;.’ 

The  example  of  London  was  followed  b; 
man;  other  cities  nnd  boron^,  who  all  ex- 
pressed the  same  zeal  and  devotion.  But, 
notwithstanding  these  assurances,  tbe  king’s 
journe;  to  Hanover  was  laid  aside,  though  the 
regenc;  bad  beeu  settled,  in  which  the  prince 
of  Wales  had  no  part.  Tbe  court,  however, 
went  to  Kensington,  and  the  prince  and  prin- 
cess retired  to  Itichmond. 

Various  were  tbe  reports  about  the  nature, 
and  discover;  of  the'feiiospirac;,  as  the  govern- 
ment  did  not  ns  yet  think  fit  to  publish  the  par- 
tknlarf.  However,  to  remove  all  suspicion  of 
iiarealit;,  several  persons  were  taken  up.  On 
the  91st  of  Ma;,  Mr.  George  Kell;,  who  went 
under  the  nnmeof  Johnson,  an  Irish  clergyman, 
was  seized  at  his  lodgings  in  BiirySlreec,  by 
three  messengers,  for  treasonable  correspond- 
encies ; aud,  haviug  delivered  bis  sworrl  and 
papers  to  them,  the;  placed  them  in  a window, 
and  went  in  learsh  of  other  thin^.  Their 
. negligence  gave  him  an  opportuuity  of  record- 
ing his  sword,  which  he  drew,  and  swore  be 
would  ruD  the  first  mao  thruugh  the  body,  that 
disturbed  him  in  what  he  was  doing,  which 
was  burning  his  papers  in  a caudle  with  bis  left 
hand,  whilst  he  held  iha  drawn  sword  in  the 
pther.  When  the  papers  vrere  burnt,  he  sur- 
rendered himself. 

On  tbo  4ih  of  August,  Mr.  Robert  Cotton, 
of  Huntingdonshire,  one  of  the  geatlcmeo  con- 
cerned iu  the  lace  rebellion,  and  cleared  b;  tbe 
act  of  grace,  was  seized  at  his  lodging  over 
against  Somerset  bouse,  ns  were  also  his  foot- 
man and  landlady.  Two  days  after,  Mr.  Cuelt- 
ran  and  Mr.  Smith  were  brnoght  prisoners 
from  Edinburgh,  and  Coebtao  was  committed 
to  die  Tower.  One  ,Tohn  Sample,  formerly  a 
servant  to  sir  Robert  Su(ton,  wliile  be  resided 
as  euvo;  extraordinary  at  the  court  of  France, 
having  been  taken  up  for  biglt-trciuon,  aoil 
being  in  cuRer^tlfai  wetkei'fgev, 
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on  tbe  Sihjor August,  to  make  histsenpe,  upon 
which  a proclamation  was  issued  out,  with  m 
reward  nfl,000l.  for  apprehending  lilm.  And, 
on  the  13th,  onotber  prodamniiun,  with  the 
like  reward,  was  pobliibed  for  apprehending 
Mr.  Tbnitms  Carte,  a nonjuring  clergyman, 
against  whom  h warrant  had  been  issued  by 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  sl.ate. 

“ On  the  94Ch  of  August,  Dr.  Francis  Atter- 
bury,  bishop  nf  Rocbescer,  and  ^eanofWesC- 
ramster,  was  apprehended  by  some  of  the  Viug’t 
messengers,  who,  hnviugsearcheri  his  house,  and 
secureo  same  of  his  papers,  carried  him  before 
a committee  of  the  privy-eouncil,  who,  having 
examined  him,  committed  him  to  the  Tower  for 
high-treason.  Tlie  next  day  Mr.  Thomas 
Moure,  vicarof St.  Bocolph  Aldersgate,  fonnerl; 
secretary  to  tbe  bishop  of  Rochester,  nns  like- 
wise takeo  up,  nnd  nfterwards  examined,  but 
soon  after  dis^argerl, 

About  the  middle  of  September,  Bind- 
ley, Mr.  Neynoe,  a young  Irish  priest,  aiid 
two  other  persons,  were  seized  at  Deal,  and 
broDghc  up  prisoners  to  London'  About  the 
same  time  Mr.  loiyer,  a young  counsellor  o? 
the  Temple,  being  also  epprrhended,  he  en- 
deavonrM,  the  next  dny,  to  make  his  esenpe, 
and  succe^ed  so  far  in  bis  design,  that  be  founc 
means  to  Kt  out  at  a bnck-windoH>two  story 
high,  and,  naving  reached  the  river  side,  be  gave 
a sculler  some  goiacas  Co  carry  him  over  the 
wntertoSooihwarkwilh  all  possible  expeditioo. 
But  being  discovered,  upon  bis  going  off,  by  a 
' servant  maid,  he  wasimmediately  pursued,  and, 
n hae-and-cry  being  raised  after  him,  he  was 
taken  and  brought  bnck,  and  the  next  morning 
committed  Co  Che  Tower.  On  the  31st  of  .Sep- 
tember, he  was  broaghC  under  a strong  guard 
to  tbe  Cock-pit  at  Whitehall,  and.  having  been 
sume  hours  under  examination,  before  a com- 
mittee of  die  priv^counctl,  was  remanded  to 
his  confinement,  day  before,  Mr.  Saycr, 
of  the  Temple,  was  taken  into  custody ; os  >vas 
also,  tbe  next  day,  Mr.  Stewart,,  clerk  to  Mr. 

I Layer,  while  his  master  was  under  examination. 
The  same  dny,  John  Plookcc,  serJeant  to  a 
company  of  invalids  at  Plymouth,  was  seized  at 
Chelsea,  upon  suspicion  of  being  concerned 
with  Mr.  uyer,  and,  after  examinution,  cjid- 
mitted  to  the  custody  of  a messenger.  Oo  die 
24tb,  Mr.  Shippen’s  house  in  N orfolk-strkel 
was  searched  for  papers,  chat  might  give  light 
into  seme  suspicions.  Warrants  were  likewise 
issaed  out  for  apprehending  the  lord  North  and 
Grey,  who  was  gone  ns  far  as  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  had  puthimscifon  board  nsmuggler'ssloop, 
having  been  some  time  at  Mr.  Holmes's  bouse 
in  that  island.  Colonel  Morgan,  the  deputy 
governor,  being  informed  of  his  being  on  board 
the  sloop,  seat  a captain  of  one  of  the  king's 
frigates,  to  have  an  eycupon  the  stoop,  and, 
when  going  to  sail,  to  send  bislong-boai  aboard, 
and  secure  all  the  pisseoeers  on  suspicion ; 
which  being  done,  the  lord  North  auid  Grey  at 
first  pretended  to  be  .iiiotlier  person ; bat,  find- 
ing that  did  him  no  service,  he  confessed  nlio 
hVK'U')' nd't>b'M!>d'  Ih^te^'adi^dieipastengers 
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werecarried  bef^ire  thegoTenior,  «bo  cold  them, 
be  iniut secure  iliem  till  he  could  write  eo  court; 
■ad,  upon  an  aniwer  from  clieoce,  be  bad 
orders  to  send  them  up  in  cuscndy.  The  lord 
North  aod  Gre/s  house,  in  Great  Queen-street, 
being  also  searched  for  papers,  the  messenger 
found  there  Mr.  Swathfegger,  secrecar;  to  the 
earl  ofOrrery,  who  was  seiz^  and  cuminitted 
CO  custody;  and  the  next  morning,  September 
27,  the  earl  himself  was  brought  Co  town  from 
bis  seat  at  Briitel  in  Buckinghamshire,  and 
baring  been  exaraine<l  at  the  Cock-pic,  was  or- 
dered to  be  confined  that  night  at  his  own  bouse 
in  Class-Housa-Screet,  under  a guard  of  thirty 
soldiers;  and  Che  next  day, in  tlie  ereniog,  was 
again  examined  hy  a committee  of  the  priry- 
council, and  committed  to  the  Tower;  as  was 
also  the  lord  North  and  Grey,  being  brought  up 
from  Portsmouth  hy  lieutenant  general  Mac- 
artney, colonel  Gordon,  and  a messeoger. 

On  the  16th  of  September  Mr.  Fleetwood 
was  taken  into  custody,  aud  Mrs.  Layer,  igno- 
rmt  of  her  husband’s  fate  and  coming  over 
f'om  France,  was  about  tbe  same  time  seized  at 

Two  days  after,  Mr.  Stepheu  Neynoc,  the 
Irish  priest,  seized  at  Deal,  bebg  clc^y  con- 
ined  in  (be  bouse  of  Mr.  Crawford,  one  of  the 
iiog’s  messengen,  in  Manchesccr-couct  uear 
:he  Thames,  fouad  means  about  three  in  the 
morning,  to  make  his  escttpe  from  a window 
two  story  high,  by  tying  the  blankets  and  sheets 
together,  and  got  Co  the  wall  of  a neighbouring 
garden  adjoining  to  the  rivet ; but  nut  knowing 
that  tlie  tide  was  high,  he  leaped  Into  tlie  water, 
snd  being  unskilled  in  swimming  was  drowned. 

After  tbe  bishop  of  Rochester  had  lain  a 
iorCnigbt  in  prison,  sir  Constantine  Phipps  pre- 
sented a peuiioD  to  the  court  at  the  sessions  . 
heusein  the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  I 


Alorris,  the  bishop's  daughter,  praying  chat,  ig 
consideration  of  the  bishop’s  ill  state  of  health 
be  might  be  either  brought  to  a speedy  trial,  or 
bailed  or  discharged  : but  it  was  over-ruled 
as  were  also  the  petitions  of  two  other  prisoners 
for  the  plot,  Cochran  and  Dennis  Kelly. 

The  commitment  of  the  bishop  of^ Koches- 
ter  made  a ^eat  noise  through  the  whole  king- 
dom, and  gave  occasion  to  the  disaffected  to 
heighten  Jealousies  and  discontents.  They 
pretended  bis  confinement  was  iujurious  to  the 
chuech  of  Knglaod,  and  the  episcopal  order, 
and  went  so  far  as  to  ofier  up  public  prayers 
! for  him  (under  pretence  of  liiS;  being  afflicted 
with  the  gout)  in  most  cburcbes  and  chapels  in 
London  aud  Westminster,  on  Sunday  Che  16th 
of  September.  On  the  other  hand,  eiideavonrs 
were  used  to  remove  tbe  prejudices  of  the 
clergy  against  tbe  minisuj,  and  Dr.  Gibson, 
bishop  of  Uncoln(uow  of  London)  wrote  a cir- 
cular letter,  wherein  be  sets  forth  the  indul- 
gence wherewith  the  bishop  was  treated  : the 
great  respect  the  order  of  bisbnps  met  with 
Iroui  the  king,  who  in  the  disposal  ofhis  prefer- 
ments was  directed  by  their  advice : the  iin- 
probiibilitj  ofso  unpopular  on  act,  without  a 
just  and  even  necessary  foundation  : and  last- 
ly, the  safety  of  the  nation,  wbich  requires  that 
all  delinquents  should  be  censured  as  Such 
I wiiliout  any  regard  to  the  office,  or  title,  or  ho- 
I nour  tliey  bear. 

The  noise  made  by  the  Conspiracy  seemed 
' to  require  tbe  Meeting  of  the  New  Parliament 
as  soon  as  tbe  season  would  permit.  Accord- 
mglyonihe  9tb  of  October,  the  king  came  to 
tbe  House  of  Peers  and  opened  theSessioi^with 
a speech  to  both  Houses.  But  with  the  pro- 
cewings  of  tbe  New  Parliament  we  shall  cum- 
mcDce  oar  next  Volume. 
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A Report  from  the  Comitittee  of  SECBEcr,  appointed  by  Order- 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  examine  several  Books  and 
Papers  laid  before  the  House,  relating  to  the  late  Negocia- 
TioNS  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  &c.  Reported  on  the  gth 
of  June,  1715,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Walpole,  esq. 
Chairman  of  the  said  Committee.  Together  with  an  Appen- 
dix, containing  Rlemorials,  Letters,  and  other  Papers  referred 
to  in  the  said  Report.* 


THE  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to 
examine  tlie  several  Books  andPapers  to  them 
referred,  and  to  report  to  Uie  House  v.lint 
they  should  find  luaierial  in  them,  having  exa- 
mined and  consnlered  the  same,  have  agreed 
upon  the  Tullowing  Kepurt  to  be  niiide  to  the  ' 
House,  containing  such  Cucts  and  piipers  as 
appeared  to  them  to  be  most  material,  and  of 
the  highest  uuportance,  together  with  the  rea- 
sons that  induced  Un-  committee  to  lay  iltcm 
'before  Oie  House  for  their  further  consideration. 

Tlie  sevrc.il  Br-oks  and  Papers  referred  to 
the  comoiiitee  chiefly  relate  to  the  late  ne> 
goiintious  of  peace  and  commerce ; To  t1ie 
intended  di’inulition  of  Dunkirk  ; To  the  ob< 
taining  and  ihspusing  of  the  Assiento  contract ; 
To  some  negotiations  roncerning  the  Catalans ; 
and  secret  transaciioui  relating  to  the  Pre- 

The  Committee  was  in  hopes,  in  so  volutni- 
nous  an  cugiury,  to  have  been  able  to  trace  out 
all  the  steps,  and  the  wlinie  progress,  of  these 
negotiations;  but,  to  their  surprize,  they  find 
a want  of  seveml  books,  letters,  and  patters, 
tnontioncri  and  referred  to  in  (hose  thnt  nave 
been  delivered  to  them,  and  frequent  ami  long 
ioterrupiioiis  of  s<ime  very  material  corres- 
pondences that  were  carried  on  i But  being 
informed,  that  these  accounts  are  all,  whicli 
have  any  way  come  to  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  the  honour  to  serve  his  present  majesty, 
the  committee  prnceeded  to  draw  up  the  fbl- 
lowing  K.eport,  warr, inter!  and  founded  up-m 
such  auchoriiies,  as  the  persons  concerned 
vouchsafed  not  to  suppreM. 


* Nee  the  Prncceiluigofthe  House  ot'Coui- 
roonB,June9, 1715. 
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Tiie  first  material  paper  is  entituled  “ Tlie 
first  Propositions  of  Fmnce,”  signed  by  M.  dc 
Torcy,  April  the  2‘iil,  If  11,  N.  S.  and  is  here 
annexed.  N°  1.  To  whom  these  Propositions 
were  directed,  what  previous  steps  had  been 
made  OH  the  part  of  France,  or  what  encou- 
ragenioiit  Iiao  been  given  on  tiie  part  of  Eng- 
land ; does  not  appear;  but  it  is  evident  time 
they  are  conceiveil  in  very  loose  and  general 
terms;  that  from  the  beginning  the  design  of 
France  was  to  secure  Spain  and  the  West 
Indies  to  king  Philip;  to  create  jealousies 
among  the  allies ; and  that  France  oSered  lo 
treat  with  England  and  Holland,  either  by 
themselves,  or  jointly  with  the  rest  of  the 
allies,  which  is  left  to  the  choice  of  England. 

Uo  Che  27ili  of  April,  1711.  0.  S.  Hr. 
Secretaiy  St.  John  transmits  these  propositions 
to  lord  Ra'by,  (he  quecti’s  ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  with  orders  to  cuiutminicaie  iliem  to 
the  Pensionary,  “ to  assure  that  minister  the 
queen  was  resolved  in  making  peace,  as  in 
making  war,  to  act  in  perfect  concert  with  (be 
States,  and  desires  the  secret  may  be  kept 
among  as  few  as  possible ; he  confesses  iliac 
the  terms  of  the  several  propasitious  are  very 
general,  thnt  there  is  on  air  of  complaisance 
shewn  to  England,  and  the  contrary  co  UoUaod, 
which  might  be  of  ill  consequence,  but  can  be 
of  none,  as  long  as  the  Queeu  and  Scntes  take 
care  to  understand  each  other,  and  to  act  with 

as  little  reserve  as  becomes  twopowerssu  nearly 

allied  in  interest ; und  ilesires  the  Pensionary 
to  be  assured,  that  this  rule  shall  on  our  part 
be  inviolably  observed." 

IiKird  Roby  by  lua  letters  of  hlay  the  95  and 
2Cth,  1711.N.S.  to.Mr.St.  John,  in  answer 
to  these  orders  and  essurauces,  ncqiiaiuu  him, 

I I.:,,  - 
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“ Thnt  ihe  Pensionary  had,  with  those  of  that 
statu  who  had  been  formerly  employed  in  the 
negoLiaiionsofpeace.eonsideied  M.  de  Torcy's 
propositions,  and  the  obliging  manner  in  which 
ner  ruajesty  was  pleased  to  cotnniuoicace  them  ; 
that  they  thanked  her  majesty  for  tier  confi- 
dence ill  ifaem,  and  assure  her,  that  theirs  is  re- 
ciprocal; and  iliaL  ns  her  majesty  had  pro- 
mhcd,  she  will  make  no  step  tuKardsa  peace 
hut  111  concert  with  them,  tliey  desire  she.  may 
he  n.-iired  of  the  same  on  their  part ; and  that 
they  will  make  no  step  in  thht,  or  any  other 
kiiiHof  neaciiation,  nbich  regards  liie  mutual 
inierusts  ul  both  nations,  but  in  cumniiinica- 
tioii  and  coucert  wtili  her  majesty  ; tlicy  urge 
the  necessity  of  an  uatiro  coiitidence  oue  wiili 
tbeother,  at  this  ciitical  juncture;  they  de- 
clare themselves  weary  of  ctieirar,  which  they 
eiideavnur  to  conceal  from  the  enemy,  least  he 
should  make  his  advantage  by  it;  and  that 
theyare  ready  to  join  in  any  measures,  which 
her  majesty  sliall  thbk  proper  to  obtain  a good 
peace.  But  they  look  upon  these  propositions 
as  yet,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  secretary 
does,  to  be  very  dark  and  peneral,  and  desigiieti 
to  create  jealousies  between  her  majesty,  that 
republic,  and  tlie  allies:  but  they  depend  upon 
her  majesty’s  justice  and  prudence,  to  prevent 
any  such  ilieiuct,  and  hope  she  will  make  the 
Frt'ucli  explain,  more  particularly,  the  several 
puims  cumaiuedin  them.'’ 

After  these  mutual  .'i.>arain:<?s  had  passed  be- 
twixt Kneland  and  Holland,  the  committee  is 
surprizea  to  find  not  (he  least  commuoicatinn  to 
the  States  of  the  ..negotiations  that  were 
carryi^  on,  for  above  hve  months  togother,  be- 
twixt Eiipland  and  France,  till  after  the  spe- 
cial preliminaries  were  signed,  and  the  seven 
genera)  preliminaries  were  concluded  atid  sent 

In  the  mean  time  lord  Itaby,  not  being  as 
yet  let  into  the  secret,  freely  declares,  be 
ihoi^htit  adviscable,  nnd  necessary,  to  go  open 
with  tlie  States  in  this  mniter  of  the  proposi- 
tions; ac'juaintstlie  secretary  that  all  the  let- 
ters from  France  agreed,  that  all  the  hopes  the 
French  had  was  to  sow  jealousies  among  the 
allies.  And  repeats  his  advice,  That  wc  must 
act  cautiously  with  them  (iha  States)  that  they 
may  have  no  rea,ion  to  accuse  us,  for  taking 
the  least  measures  without  them. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Secretary 
St.  John  prepared  his  excellency  to  have  other 
sentiments  of  the  mar.niT  of  carryiog  on  this 
negotiation,  and  in  his  letter  of  the  39th  of 
May  Dt^uaints  him  with  the  agfecable  news, 
“ Thatit  was  liBrmtyesiy’s  pleasure,  that  bis 
excellency  should  make  all  possible  baste  to 
come  over,  since  her  service  may  better 
dispense  with  his  absence  at  this  point  of 
time,  than  it  will  perhaps  do  at  ano^er,  and 
wuce  we  must  nuw  expect  to  have  very  soon 
wpan  the  tapis,  many  intrigues,  concerning 
which  the  queen  thinks  it  expedient  that  he 
should  confer  witli  the  ministers  here ac- 
quaints him,  that  lier'miijevty  desigued,  upon 
bis  arrival,  JO  |fh«  jwpmqtiop  ip  .?hq,- 


peerage,  which  he  had  desired.  And  then,  that 
his  e.xcelleiicy  might  begin  to  have  some  no- 
lions  agreeable  to  the  seuse  of  our  ministers, 
Mr.  Sr.  John  in  answer  to  some  very  long  Jet- 
lersof  his  lordship's  full  of  his  ovrn  reasoning;, 
and  the  repeated  assurances  of  ihe  ministers  of 
the  States  to  act  in  perfect  concert  and  with  an 
entireconhdence  in  lier  majesty, tells'him  in  tliese 
words,  “ That  Britain  Imd  gone  so  much  too 
far  in  weaving  her  iiiletest  imo  that  of  (he  con- 
tinent, that  it  would  prove  no  easy  task  to  dis- 
entangle our  aBairs  without  tearing  or  renriing." 

But  this  work  of  tearing  and  rending  ilid  not 
at  all  discourage  his  excellency,  who  waltiug 
then  for  eevci'al  posts  from  England,  stopped 
by  contrary  winds,  and  beginning  to  suspect 
that  the  course  of  the  negotiation  was  tamed 
into  another  channel,  that  the  ministry  here 
might  be  satisfied  thnt  his  lordship  could  with- 
out much  difiicully  depart  from  his  own  opinion, 
be  declares  in  nis  letter  of  June  the  16th, 
1711,  N,  S.  to  Mr.  St.  Ji'lm;  “ You  may  be  as- 
sured, 1 will  venture  uny  thing,  and  undertake 
anything,  to  serve  (lie  queen;  yon  may  ven- 
ture boldly  to  iiiisi  me  with  the- real  intentions, 
ami  be  assured,  1 will  not  make  iiirtheFuse  of 
them,  than  acconiing  to  oiy  mstructions.  He 
Cells,  him, If  the  clung  is  actually  gone  no  further 
than  it  appears,  and  Fcxnce  has  not  yet  ex- 
plained, nnd  he  has  a mind,  that  he  should 
come  over  for  the  qiireii’s  service,  “ he  is 
ready  to  come  in  a yacht,  frigate,  packei-bonc, 
or  any  way and  concludes  “ in  short,  dis- 
pose of  me  bow  you  please,  for  all  my  desire  is 
to  serve  her  majesty  to  her  satisfaction,  and  I 
shall  never  grudge  any  danger  and  pains.” 

This  voluntary  and  frank  declaration  his 
excellency  desires  in  a particular  manner)  may 
with  bis  bumble  compliments  be  communicated 
to  tlie  duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  Mr.  Harley. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  alt  cor- 
respondence betwixt  England  and  Holland, 
concerning  the  present  treaty,  ended  with  the 
communication  of  the  first  propositions  of 
France;  if  the  Dntch  had  made  any  attempts 
to  wrest  the  negoliaiioo  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  queen,  if  they  had  catered  into  any  sepa- 
rate measures,  or  taken  any  steps  that  might 
gve  just  occasion  of  offence  or  suspicion  to 
England,  it  is  very  probable  the  accounts  of 
any  such  proceedings  would  have  been  left  by 
the  ministry,  for  their  own  justification  ; hut 
the  committee  docs  not  find  the  least  intima- 
tion of  this  kind,  and  arc  at  a loss  to  know 
upon  what  pretence  such  solemn  assurances 
were  dispensed  with  as  soon  as  made,  and  the 
honour  nnd  name  of  the  queen  sacrificed  to 
the  private  views  of  Jier  ministers. 

All  transactions  betwixt  Engkndand  Franca 
during  this  time,  except  two  or  three  papenh 
are  eiilirely  suppressed,  which  in  lord  Strafford^ 
instructions  of  October  the  1st,  1711,  are  said 
to  liave  been  carried  on  hy  papers  sent  back- 
ward and  forward,  and  much  time  spent  there- 
in ; tlie  first  pnjKr,  that  is  fnund,  is  called, 
“ Private  Proj>ositio»s  sent  by  Mr.  Prior  fto» 
•j;Dgland"  ^t«e4  Jtdy .Ipt, 
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The  next  is  a paper  called,  Mr.  Prior’s  Aii-  • municaiisCoDsiliis  cum  aUera  Parte.'  What 
tboric;;  this  it  sijjuod,  Aiiiie  U.  at  ilie  top,  will  be  thought  of  so  manifest  a »i»tlaiiou,  as 
and  A.  R.  ut  the  bottom,  nut  countersigned,  tbit  whole  proceeding  appears  to  be,  of  the 
and  is  without  n date,  and  the  cunientt  are,  grand  iiUianci',  the  coiimmtee  will  not  take 
“ Mr.  Prior  is  follj  insU'uctetl  uitd  authorized  upon  them  to  deteitnine ; but  this  step  being 
to  coniinufiicate  to.France  nur  preliminary  de-  bnee  taken,  uiid  secrfci  preliminaries  signed 
inands,  and  to  bring  us  buck  the  answer.''  upon  tliis  foot  between  England  and  France, 
Thesetwo  papers  together  must  be  under-  before  anything  had  been  finally  treated  ami 
stood  to  be  Mr.  Prior’s  powers  and  instructions,  concludeu  for  the  security  of  Great  Britain, 
or  are  at  least  all  that  are  iound  in  tbe  office,  what  f.rtal  conseqoeiicce  did  happen  to  her  mn- 
OT  given  in  byhim_j  but  by  an  entry  in  lord  jesiy’s  kingdoms,  and  wiiat  advantages  accrued 
Strafford  s book  subjoined  to  these  private  pro-  to  the  common  eneroy,  seems  to  deserve  ilio 
positions  carried  oyer  jiy  Mr.  Prior,  it  appears  most  mature  consideration, 
that  Mr.  Prior  hadbrdeis  to  see  if  France  bad  Before  we  leave  these  Propositions  it  must 
full  powers  frotn  Spain.  be  observed,  that  liere,  in  the  very  infancy  of 

These  propositious,  which  were  formed  here,  tlie  negotiaiion,  the  trade  of  the  world,  and 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  little  concern  the  entire  Spanish  monnreby, which  had  costso 
the  ministry  bad  to  make  good  the  repeated  many  millions,  and  the  eifosiuu  of  so  much 
^urances,  that  had  been  girea  to  tbe  allies,  blood,  without  being  once  insisted  upon,  con- 
in  the  quean’s  name,  tojnaw  the  French  more  trary  to  the  repeated  addresses  of  several  par- 
plain  and  particular,  siifce  in  alt  things  that  liamencs,  and  (he  declared  sense  of  the  queen, 
concern  tbe  allies,  theEnglish  proposals  are  as  are  given  up  by  the  English  mioistry  to  the 
dark  and  general,  as  those  that  came  from  bouse  of  Bourbon,  for  verbal  asiuranoes  clmt 
France;  and  if  this,  still  could  lie  any  ques-  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  sliali  never 
tion,  it  is  sufficieatiy  cleared  up  in  a third  be  united:  and  that  this  was  done  so  early, 
paper, intituled,  “ DraugheufAuswersupon  the  mill  be  necessary  to  be  remembered  in  the 
coaference  wiib  M.  Mcsnngcr,"  wherein  the  further  progress  of  these  transactions. 

British  ministry  is  much  surprised  to  find  That  There  is  no  account  given  of  any  (srrespon- 
HI.  Mesnagert^  orders  to  insist  that  the  queen  dence  with  Mr.  Prior  during  this  bis  stay  in 
should  enter  into  particular  engagements  upon  France,  nor  dues  the  certain  time  of  lus  cunti- 
divers  articles  which  depend  not  upon  her,  nod  nuance  there  appear.  Upon  bis  arrival  at 
which  regard  tbe  interest  of  the  allies-;  they  France,  M,  de  Torcy  in  bis  letter  ot  lbs  3J  of 
appeal  to  all  the  papers  wbicb  had  been  sent  Augnst,  1711,  N.  5.  tells  Mr.  St.John  “he 
backward  and  forward  during  this  negotiation,  saw  witli  great  plea^re  Mr.  Prior  return  after 
and  to  that  which  was  carried  by  Mr.  Prior,  au  iutervat  of  so  many  years ; that  he  could 
that  the  principle  upon  which  they  had  treated  have  wished  he  had  hadgreaterlilierty  to  employ 
all  along  was,  that  France  should  consent  to  those  talents,  wliicb  he  was  persuaded  be  would 
adjust  the  iiiterests  of  Great  Britain  in  the  have  made  a good  use  of;  but  he  hopes  M. 
first  place.  This  is  a principle  fi«m  wliich  tire  Mesnager  will  supply  tvlmche.cuuld  nnt  do." 
queen  can  never  depart,  and  that  it  was  ahso-  Upon  bis  return  he  was  attended  by  M.  Mes- 
lutely  necessary  to  remit  the  discussion  of  the  itager,  a minister  of  France,  vested  with  full 
particular  interests  of  the  allies  to  general  con-  powers  in  doe  form,  and  dated  August  i >.e  3d, 
ferences.  1711,  to  treat,  negotiate,  conclude,  and  sign, 

By  this  it  appears,  that  tbe  minister  of  with  such  ministers,  as  should  he  autltori/cd  in 
France  was  instructed  to  treat  of  the  interests  due  form,  not  by  Britain  only,  but  any  of  the 
of  tbe  allies,  which  the  Englisl\ministry  would  princes' or  estates  then  in  actual  war  with 
by  no  means  consent  to.  France. 

By  M.  Torcy’s  Proposals,  France  offered  to  That  M,  Mesnager,  upon  his  arrival  here, 
treat  with  England  anil  Holland,  either  by  freqaently  conferred  with  the  queen’s  ministen, 
themselves,  or  jointly  with  the  rest  of  the  appears  by  many  instances ; but  tbe  subject 
allies,  not  conceiving  that  Holland  could  pos-  matter  of  these  conferences,  ilie  times,  places, 
nibly  be  excluded  from  the  negotiation  ; but  it  and  particular  persons  with  whom  he  treated, 
isylelermiued  bv  tbe  English  ministry  to  carry  or  by  what  authority,  tbe  committee  find  no  ac- 
oo*n  separate  negotiation  with  France,  exclu-  count  of,  tilt  the  20th  of  bepcember,  1711. 
sive  of  all  the  allies,  and  in  their  private  pro-  By  n letter  of  Mr,  Secretary  St.  John,  then 
positions,  an  express  article  is  inserted,  “ That  at  London,  of  tliat  date,  to  ilie  queen  at 
the  secret  should  be  inviolably  kept,  till  al-  Windsor,  No.  3,  it  appears,  that  the  lord  trea- 
lowed  to  be  divulgetl  by  the  consent  of  boili  surer,  lord  chamberlain,  lord  Dartmouth,  nnd 
parties;"  and  thereby  England  pul  the  nego-  Mr.  St.  Jidm,  met  M,  Mesnager  that  evening 
tiotion  into  a method  more  advantageous  for  acMr.  Prior's  house;  wbicb  meeting,  as  Mr. 
Fraaoe,  ihao  France  bad  proposed  or  could  St.  John  says, -was  by  order  of  the  birds  of  the 
hope  for.  committee  of  council,  but  seems  unknown  to 

The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  insert  here  the  queen,  until  ilie  secretory  acquainted  her 
the  fiiEt  port  of  the  E^bth  article  of  the  grand  with  it  by  this  letter. 

alliance,  vvhereiii  it  is  stipulated,  * Neutri  par-  At  this  meeting  M.  Mtsiiager  delivered  to 
' tiura  fas  sit,  Bello  semel  suscepio,  de  Pace  the  Bridsh  ministers  the  Answer,  signed  by  iba 
f cum  Hoite  lR}c^i^,nist9oqj,y|ctjxn,,?lt^co^-7..  ,lttpg^of,pn^oq«^  p over 
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bj  England;  wbich  Derosnds  nnd  Answers  this  separate  negatiaCion  was  brought  to  macu- 
were  made  tfic  secret  prelimionry  articles  be-  rit;  ; bat  avoid^  to  become  parties  when  the 
twist  Great  Britain  niid  France,  ond  were  treaty  was  to  be  signed  and  executed, 
signed  as  such.  Sept.  27ili, 1711,  bv  M.  hies-  Tliis  great  care  and  caution  Ibr  tbeir  own 
uager  on  the  parcof  France,  and  the  accepts-  persons,  and  little  regard  A>r  the  lionour  and 
tion  of  them  by  lord  Dartmouth,  and  Air.  St.  laierestof  rheir  queen  and  country,  appears 
John,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  No.  4.  through  this  whole  separate  negotiation;  It 

Mr.  St.  JoliD,  in  this  Letter,  represents  it  to  being  very  remarkable  chat  there  is  not  one 
dieq'acen,  as  the  unaiiiinuus  opinion  of  her  paper  of  powers  ur  instructions  ihroughont  the 
servants,  then  present,  chat  a warrant  and  full  whule  affair  countersigned  by  any  one  tniniscer, 
power!  should  be  preparetl  that  night  and  trans-  but  the  queen's  name  exposed  to  cover  ail; 
initted  to  her  majesty  to  be  signed,  ill  order  to  which  looks  as  if  they  dattered  themselves, 
pass  the  great  seal  the  next  d.iy,  whereby  the  that  this  omission  of  tbeir  duty  would  be  suffi> 
eurl  of  Oxfurrl,  the  Duke  of  tiuckingliamshirc,  dent  to  skreeu  them  from  the  justice  of  the 
the  bishup  of  Bristol,  the  duke  of  bbtewsbury,  nation,  if  these  matters  should  ever  cume  to  be 
carl  Powl(.*C,  earl  of  Dartmouth,  Henry  St.  enquired  into. 

John  aad~M;Uihcw  Prior,  esqrs;  were  to  be  After  such  a sacrifice  made  of  tlie  general 
constituted  plenipotentiaries,  to  meet  oad  treat  interest  of  Europe,  such  a direct  violation  of 
with  M.  Mesnager,  which  warrant,  and  a the  grand  altianre,  and  suchuawarramahlc  and 
.iranslaiiim  of  the  full  powers,  were  sent  to  die  illegal  keps  taken  in  traiisaciiog  and  conclud- 
queen.  No.  5,  log  these  special  preliminaries  between  Eng. 

This  Warrant  under  the  siguet  appears  sign,  land  and  France,  it  had  been  but  reasonable 
by  the  queer,  directing  the  lord  keeper  to  affix  to  expect  in  them  some  very  particular  advaa- 
the  great  sea!  to  an  instrument  thereunto  ao-  cages  and  concessions  made  iq  Great  Britain, 
nexed,  containing  her  commission  to  himself,  to  atone  for  such  unprecedented  transactions; 
suid  others,  therein  named,  to  meet  and  treat  but  it  is  astonyiing  to  hod  how  insignificant  all 
with  the  SivurMesnager ; but  it  does  not  ap-  the  demands  ace,  chat  were  made  on  the  part 
pear  that  any  such  instrument  did  pass  the  of  Grcnt  Britain;  and,  iiicousiderable  as  they 
great  seal,  the  warrant  remains  not  counter^  were,  how  ineffectual  they  have  siuce  been  ren. 
signed,  and  is  endorsed  * Not  used.’  dered. 

This  Warrant  is  dated  the  17th  of  Sept,  al-  Nothing  possibly  could  be  said  less  with  te- 
ihough  it  is  mauifest,  by  Mr.  St.  John’s  letter,  gard  to  the  succession,  (baa  what  is  here  <le- 
was  not  prepared,  nor  tliought  of,  till ’die  manded  in  the  first  article.  The  queen,  not 
SOth.  yet  acknowledged  by  France,  nor  designed  to 

This  antedating  seems  designed  tojustify  the  so,  till  the  condusioo  of  the  peace,  as 
miitisiers,  inibeirmeeting  and  conferriog  with  France  afterwards  explained  this  article  at  the 
the  queen's  enemies,  previous  to  the  warrant;  general  congress;  not  a word  of  removing  ilie 
which  never  passing  into  u legal  authority,  it  Pretender,  nor  any  engagement  not  to  support 
appears  that  these  secret  negotiations  betwixt  him  in  any  attempt  lie  might  make  upon  the 
France  and  the  queen’s  ministers  here,  were  nation. 

begun  and  carried  on  from  the  11th  of  April  to  The  second  Article  offers  a Treaty  of  Com. 
the  SJth  Sept.  1711,  when  the  warrant  to  lord  mcrce,  in  such  doubtful  words,  as  France  only 
Dartmouth  and  Mr.  Sc.  John  was  signed,  with--  could  make  advantage  of. 
out  any  powers  or  written  authority  rrom  ctie  In  Che  Article  of  Dunkirk,  the  equivalent  is 
queen ; and  it  is  ^ry  observable,  tbne  tlie  expressed  in  so  strong  a manner,  and  the  de- 
queen was  brought  i|ito  thesemcasures,  by  its  mnlicioii  so  very  loosely;  as  could  not  but 
beiug  reprcsenCM  to  iiec  b_y  the  secretary  of  bring  certain  and  great  prejudice  to  our  allies, 
smtG  as  the  uunnimous  opinion  of  all  her  mi-  with  very  little  prospect  of  advautage  to  our- 
nisters,  to  whiub  alone  the  assent  of  Che  queeu  selves ; and  fatal  experience  has  convinced  us, 
is  Co  be  ascribed.  what  security  is  procured  for  our  navigation  br 

But  wLne  is  more  strange,  is,  that  after  Mr.  this  third  article.  But  tbe  history  ot  this  wiU 
Sc.  John  had  represented  it  to  the  queen,  as  be  further  explained  in  its  proper  place, 
the  unaniinous  opinion  of  her  ministers,  that  full  The  fifth  and  seventh  Articles  chiedy  regard 
powers  mutt  immediately  pass  the  great  seal  the  Assienfo  contract;  what  a national  advan* 
to  authorize  them  to  meet  and  treat  with  tbe  Cage  that  is  like  to  be,  is  now  too  well  under- 
said  M.  Mesnager,  these  powers  slioold  be  laid  stood  to  want  much  explanation : But  with 
aside ; and  liie  acceptation  of  tile  prelimina.  what  views  the  ministers  were  so  fond  of  this, 
ries  signed  by  lord  Dartmouth  and  Mr.  Sc.  ns  to  make  it  their  chief  care  and  concern,  will 
Juhn,  by  virtue  of  a warrant  direcied  to  them  no  longer  be  a doubt,  when  it  shall  appear  that 

two  unly,  signed  bf  the  queen  at  top  and  bot-  this  part  of  the  treaty  was  calculated  only  for 
tom.  Slid  cuuiiCcrsigiied  by  noliotly.  No.  6.  private  advantage, 

Where  the  obstruction  arose  to  the  passing  What  the  ministry  themselves  thought  most 
these  powers,  does  not  appear  to  the  com-  valuable  in  theee  articles,  was  that  part  of  the 
miitee  ; but  chose  ministers  seem  conscious  seventh  which  grants  us  an  advantage  of  If 

per  cent,  upon  our  manufactures  sent  to  Spun ! 

But  this  great  advuiicage  soon  vanished  into 
nothing;  ahd  was  dp  liy"our  ministiy 


dily  concurred  in  privately  meeting,  conferring, 
and  treatin'^,  (Ld  niiidsters^of^rauCe,  ' inf 
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here.  The  bishop  of  Biistul  sa^s  inileed  or'i(, 
in  Ins  letter  of  the  ITth  August,  1712,  That 
it  was  granted  by  (be  Frencli  with  a drsiitn 
either  tu  mllanie  things  between  us  niul  llie 
Dutch,  or  to  give  the  French  a jireieiice  to  sti- 
pulate fi,r  themselves  such  particular  acivuiiia- 
ges  in  (he  Spanish  trade  as  iiiuy  be  the  ruin  of 

But  wliat  is  most  remarkable  in  (he  seventh 
Article  is  the  imroduciioo  to  it,  in  which  the 
ministry  confess  themselves  to  have  been  im- 
posed upon  by  France  ; for  they  declnre  that 
from  the  lirst  propuals  of  i\I.  de  Torcy  to  that 
time,  they  always  understood,  that  by  the  real 
securities  promised  in  those  proposals,  were 
meant  places  i kIiicIi  oon  was  absolutely  re- 
fused; and  they  conteut  to  take  for  real  se- 
curities what  they  confess  is  none,  but  what  a 
love  of  peace  may  induce  them  to  accept  as  an 
«quivaleu  t, 

Whnt  was  really  of  most  importance  to 
England  was  the  eighth  article,  which  relates 
to  llmlsonVbay  and  Nowfuuudland  ; but  the 
ministry  suB'ered  themselves  to  he  so  grossly 
imposed  upon  in  this  article,  chat  they  directly 
give  to  France  all  they  wanted,  xvhich  was  a li- 
berty of  taking  and  dryiug  their  tish  : whilst 
France  gives  nothing  at  all  to  us,  but  refers  our 
most  valuable  Interests  to  the  general  confe- 
rences I Which  was  but  another  manner  of 
denying  them,  ns  the  event  bss  sufficiently 
shewn. 

We  demand  in  the  sixth  Article,  that  we 
shall  have  nil  tlie  privileges  that  have  been  or 
shall  be  granted  by  .Spatu  to  the  subjects  of 

Franee  or  any  other  nation.  .Whereasthe  mi- 
nisters ought  to  have  insisted  that  France 
sliuuld  not  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  be 
permitted  to  trade  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies, 
which  tliey  would  not  liave  omitted,  if  they  hod 
had  the  least  regard  to  the  trade  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, orhad  not  entirely  forgot  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  grand  alliance ; wherein  it  is  ex- 
pressly stipulated,  as  a condition  without  wJiich 
uo  peace  shall  be  made,  ' ueque  ips1s  ibidem' 
(that  is,  the  French  in  tlie  Spanish  West-Iiidies) 

‘ Navigalio  Mercature  exercenda  eausa  sub 
‘ quocunque  pretextu,  direetd  vel  indireetd 
' permittatur.’  Oue  thing  further  is  to  he  ob- 
served of  these  articles,  that  such  of  them  as 
any  way  relate  to  .Spain  are  expresly  granted  in 
the  name  and  by  virtue  of  powers  given  by 
king  Philip,  and  yet  after  this,  all  intentions  of 
leaving  any  part  of  tlic  Spanish  monareby  to 
king  Philip  is  publicly  disavowed;  as  will  af- 
terwards appear. 

This  short  view  of  these  special  prelimina- 
ries sufficiently  demonstrates,  that  the  interest 
of  BrUain  was  not  tlie  inducement  to  our  mi- 
nisters toprooeed  in  this  extraordinary  man- 
ner. Yet  trivial  as  Uiesc  advantages  are,  Fronce 
is  pressed  that  they  rnoy  be  first  adjusted ; to 
what  use  and  purpose  is  fully  explained  in  the 
draught  of  answers  upon  the  coiiferences  wiili 
W.  Slesuager,  ■*  'I'hat  our  ministers  may  be 
enabled  to  engage  the  queen  to  make  the 
couejusion  erth^^dSHd  TerFraach.''  - 


It  is  declared,  that  to  settle  the  interests  of 
Great  Britain  in  ihe  first  place  is  a principle 
friim  which  (he  queen  cun  never  riepait  ; this 
plea  was  iiiBiie  use  of,  to  defer  the  niteresis  of 
nil  the  allies,  to  he'discussed  at  general  C'lnfe- 
fences;  but  ilie  (urn  given  to  it  liere  was  to 
Hiimse  the  people,  by  persuadingihem  that  the 
English  ministry  was  cuuteiiding  for  great  and 
pitrncular  advantages  and  concessions  to  be 
made  to  Great  Britain,  thnt  might  make  us 
some  amends  for  ih  it  great  and  unequal  bur- 
then which  »e  hud  luinuiiderthrough  the  whole 
course  of  the  war. 

But  the  English  ministry  having  thought  fit 
every  where  tu  extui  and  inagni^  the  vast  ad- 
vantages that  were  granted  to  Great  Britain, 
Fiance  resolved  to  make  a proper  use  ut' it, 
and  declared  these  orticles  were  an  eveucual  or 
condilionsl  treaty  only  ; and  that  the  king  of 
France  would  not  teobliceil  tumakethem  good, 
but  in  case  of  the  signing  of  ageueral  peace ; in 
this  sense  M.  Mesnnger  signed  them,  aud  with 
this  condition  they  are  accepted  on  our  part. 
Hard  terms  1 That  such  concessions  as  these 
were  not  to  be  purchased  at  a less  price  thuD 
forcing  upon  our  allies  such  condilions.of  peace 
as  France  should  be  pleased  to  impose  upon 
them : and  tliis  the  ministry  were  fully  apprised 
of  some  time  before  tliev  were  accepted  ; for 
in  pressing  to  settle  ancf  adjust  singly  and  se- 
parately the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  they 
enforce  it  by  saying  France  can  run  no  risk  in 
such  engagements,  since  the  special  prelimina- 
ries ivill  have  no  effect  tiU  a general  peace  shall 
be  signed. 

By  these  means  the  Committee  observe  to 
how  fatal  a dilemma  tlie  queen  was  brought  by 
her  ministry;  she  must  either  now  go  on  through 
all  adventures  in  the  measures  of  Frauce,  or 
tliey  hud  it  in  their  power,  by  divulging  the 
secret,  and  exposing  such  a notorious  breach  of 
national  faith,  to  make  what  advantage  they 
thought  fit  of  it  among  the  allies,  who  must 
from  this  time  think  themselves  disengaged 
from  the  queeu,  if  they  could  find  their  own 
account  by  looking  after  themselves. 

And  that  (lie  French  were  neither  so  igno- 
rant, nor  wanting  to  themselves,  as  to  miss 
such  an  opportunity,  appears  above  tliree 
months  before  these  articles  were  signed. 
When  lord  Baby  in  his  letter  of  tlie  aoih  of 
June,  1711,  N.S.  to  Mr.  St.  John,  acquaints 
him  ^it  both  the  Pensionary  and  M.  Vender 
Dussen  had  seen  a letter  from  M.  de  Torcy, 
giving  an  account  that  they  bad  begun  a nego- 
tiation in  England. 

By  this  inonsgement  the  English  ministry 
had,  under  colour  of  the  queeu's  authority, 
and  the  pretence  of  treating  a peace,  put  it  in 
the  power  of  France  to  divest  the  queen  of 
all  her  allies,  and  given  them  greater  arlvautsga 
then  they  could  any  other  ways  have  iiop^  for. 

On  ibu  same  day  that  (he  bpecial  Prelimina- 
ries betwixt  Great  Britain  and  France  nere 
signed,  wiiich  it  was  a fuiidanienial  condition 
should  be  concealed  with  die  utmost  secrecy, 
‘ffilt>tfi^'t>£t'<Jf''Guitidrsd~Pi!Bliinihsries  on  the 
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part  of  France,  No.  7,  were  liened  b/  M. 
Me$nnger  only;  which  Mr.  St.  Julm,  in  liis 
letter  to  the  queen,  siijs,  were  to  bo  sent  into 
Xlolbm),  us  tiie  fnuudutiun  of  u general  peace, 
in  which  my  bird  iren&urer  had  made  some  aU 
teratiuns  to  make  the  whole  more  paintnble 
abroad.  And  on  the  same  day,  a s^amte  Ar- 
ticle was  signed  in  favour  of  the  duke  ofSavoy, 
which  is  l>ere  anneitcd.  No.  7. 

From  this  time  a perfect  conlidcnce  was  es- 
tablished lietween  the  two  ministries  of  Eng- 
land and  France ; and  in  the  letters  written  in 
tlie  month  of  October,  a mutual  siucerity  is 
recommended  and  engaged  for,  and  that  a per- 
fect unanimity  be  mnintuined  for  accoinplisiiing 
the  nutk  in  Iiand. 

Lord  Strafford’s  Instructions  in  order  to  Iiis 
immediate  return  into  linlland  were  now  pre- 
paring, and  dated  Oct.  1,  0.  S.  1711.  And  as 
an  early  proof  of  the  confidence  which  Mr.  St. 
John  reposed  in  the  French  minister,  be  ac- 
quaints Monsieur  de  Torcy  by  his  letter  of 
Oct.  2,  O.  -S.  that  the  earl  of  Strafford  was 
|.;ing  for  Holland;  and  soys,  Yuur  minister, 
Iineuning  M.  Mesnager,  who  was  then  going 
hack  to  France  and  carried  this  letter,^  is  fully 
infurmed  in  what  the  earl  of  Strafibrd  is  to  pro- 
pose to  the  .Stales. 

Such  intelligence  of  the  queen’s  counsels, 
which  Mr.  St.  John  confesses  he  bad  given  to 
the  iiiioistcrs  of  the  queen's  enemies,  seems 
very  extraordinary ; especially  if  it  Vie  consi- 
dered, clinCInrd  Strafford  was  sent  over  to  press 
the  opening  the  general  conferences,  with  nasu- 
mnees  of  the  greatest  friendship  and  couceni 
for  the  interest  of  the  States,  on  the  part  of  the 
queen,  ^nd  by  her  aciliority  to  procure  from 
xrance  ju:t  s.ttisfnctiun  for  all  her  allies;  and 
in  hit  instcuctiuns  is  likewise  directed  to  pro- 
pose CO  tl>e  States  n new  scheme  for  carrying  oo 
the  war,  and  to  KuqiiniiiCthem  with  surn  reso- 
luiinns  as  the  queen  ‘had  taken  concerning  it. 

Lord  Siruffird's  Instructions  are  hereunto 
annexed,  No.  8,  wherein  almost  every  article  is 
a specimen  of  the  sincerity  with  which  our  mi- 
nisters intended  to  treat  the  allies.  Be  is  in- 
structed chat  it  mubC  be  the  most  careful  endea- 
vour and  fixed  principle  of  all  the  confederates 
to  bold  fate  together;  aod  this  immediately 
after  a separate  treaty  had  heca  signed  by  us; 
and  if  the  niioisters  of  Holland  should  express 
any  uneasiness  nt  their  apprehensions  of  any 
such  private  ngrceinciit,  he  is  ordered  eva- 
sive uiiswrrs  to  avoid  giving  them  satisfaction 
concerning  it.  But  his  chief  business  was  to 
deliver  to  the  States  the  Propositions  signed  by 
M.  Mesnager,  os  the  foundation  of  a general 
peace,  and  as  the  whole  of  nlmthad  been  trans- 
acted ; and  CO  acquaint  them  chat  France  had 

nosed  Utrecht,  Nimeglicn,  Aix  laChappeild 
irge,  to  be  the  place-fur  opening  the  con- 
ferences; to  press  the  States  to  fix  upon  one 
of  these  places,  and  immediately  to  grant  pass- 
ports to  the  French  plenipotentiaries  to  come 
thithrr  and  open  the  general  conferences. 

These  Propositions,  so  very  general  and  uo- 
certaiu,  did.w.lqep;e^ 


being  a sufficient  foundation  upon  which  a ne- 
eotiation  uiight  be  hazarded  ; tliey  dreaded  ihe 
fatal  cousequenen  of  opening  the  general  con- 
ferences, before  the  articles  offered  by  France 
were  explained,  and  made  specific;  and  espe- 
cially liefure  they  knew  at  all  what  they  were  to 
trust  to,  fur  their  own  barrier,  and  for  Uieir 

These  eonsidertuions  made  them  for  some 
time  deutioe  granting  the  passports;  and  in 
order  to  prevail  with  Che  queen  to  have  some 
regard  to  her  laithfiil  allies,  vmd  particularly 
in  the  two  great  articles  of  their  barrier  and 
commerce,  they  sent  over  Monsieur  Buys  to 
intercede  with  her  majesty  to  alter  her  reso- 
lutions ; they  make  the  same  representations  to 
the  earl  of  Strafford,  hut  all  to  no  purpose. 
For  as  Mr.  St.  Jolm  declared  in  his  letter  to 
my  lord  Strafford  of  Oct.  9,  “ Certain  it  is  that 
her  majesty  baa  so  far  determined  opou  her 
measures,  that  chose  will  deceive  themselves 
who  may  imagine  by  delay  or  other  artifices  to 
break  tnem.”  And  a^ain  Nov.  2,  to  lord 
Strafford,  The  queen  will  not  finally  concert  a 
Ian  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  wi;h  Che 
cates,  until  they  join  with  her  in  agreeing  to 
open  the  conferences  of  peace.  Anil  lord 
Strafford  acquaints  Mr.  St.  John,  Nov.  1,1,  tliat 
he  had  nuw  Cnid  them  her  majesty's  order  to 
him  was  to  declare,  That  she  should  look  upon 
any  delay  as  a refusal  to  comply  with  her  pro- 
positions. 

In  these  circumstances  the  Dutch  at  last 
comply  CO  grunt  die  passports,  and  agree  to 
open  the  general  conferences  at  the  lime  fixed 
by  the  queen,  Jan.  1,  1711-12. 

The  resolution  'of  the  States  General  upon 
this  occasiou  is  hereunto  annexed,  Nu.  9,  as  a 
paper  cliat  must  have  moved  any  set  of  men, 
not  already  determined  to  hear  oo  reason  hut 
wliat  came  from  France;  for  although  the  re- 
presenialions  made  by  the  States,  on  both  sides 
the  water,  hod  made  some  impressions,  as  is 
evident  hy  a memorial  delivered  by  Mr.  St. 
Jolm  In  the  abbot  Gaultier,  Occ.  29, 1711.  No. 
10,  and  by  Mr.  St.  John's  letter  to  M.  de  Torcy 
pf  the  same  date,  Nu.  7,  that  accompanied  it ; 
yet  '(is  in  the  Memorial  declared,  tiiat  the 
queen  remains  firm  in  her  first  resolution  of 
causing  the  conferences  to  be  opened  upon  the 
articles  signed  by  M.  Mesnager.  The  same 
memorial  declares,  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the' most  ClirisCisn  Ring  thnulil  give  to 
her  Majesty  the  queen,  such  explications  of  his 
intentions  m respect  to  the  parciculai  interests 
of  the  allies,  which  he  shall  think  proper  to 
engage  cbwn  to  come  more  easily  into  the  ge- 
nernTiiegotiation.  So  that  hitherto  it  is  plain, 
our  ministers  were  entirely  ignorant  even  of  the 
King  of  France's  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
allies.  And  again  it  is  said,  if  her  majesty 
wishes  the  most  Christian  Ring  would  give  an 
expiicalioD  to  the  aforesaid  demands,  &c.  his 
most  Christian  Majesty  may  assure  bimself, 
tlie  queen  vrill  make  no  other  use  of  the  crost 
the  king  shall  repose  in  her,  but  to  advance  the 
I BSSpUstinn,  in  .s.cekipg  jhe  #h»rtqH  meani> 
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t>ie  must  cQectiml,  to  obcnin  a peace  m much 
coveteil. 

It  is  ibeirin  again  ad£no«lcdi;ed,  that  the 
Dutcli  hare  nothing  in  Tiew  but  ibeit  harrier 
nnd  commerce;  amt  provided  the  queen  can, 
without  fear  of  being  disavowed,  specify  iiome* 
wliat  near  liie  barrier  that  France  will  consent 
to  yield  to  them,  nod  lo  assure  them  of  the 
TariH*  o(  1604,  there  is  no  room  Itft  to  doubt 
ihsc  the  States  General  would  come  without 
any  further  hesitation  into  the  negotiation,  in 
the  same  manner  as  it  had  been  concerted. 

But  lest  all  these  arguments  should  bare  no 
effect,  Ur.  St.  Joliri  in  his  letter  to  .M.  dc'l'orcy, 
says,  These  Expiicairnns  will  dissipate  nil 
clouds,  and  you  may  believe  we  wilt  make  use 
thereof  with  great  reserve,  when  I assure  you, 
“ (lint  if  the  king  would  <wer  n plan  of  speciho 
prelifflioaries,  the  queen  will  never  communi- 
cate it  to  her  allies;''  he  concludes,  “If  the 
Sieiir  Gapllier  returns  with  these  marks  of  con- 
fidence, you  wiU  sea  our  parliament  as  much 
inclinable  to  pence,  as  ever  it  was  to  war." 

Here  the  Commitree  cannot  butmbserve  the 
English  ministry  begging  of  France,  after  they 
liiui  been  seven  mouths  treating  with  them,  that 
they  may  hnve  some  intimations  at  least  of 
what  was  designed  for  the  allies;  expressing 
their  fear  of  being  disavowed  by  France,  afier 
they  had  gone  tnese  lengths  witb  them ; de- 
claring the  Dutch  would  come  into  the  queen's 
■leasures  if  they  could  bat  know  any  riling  near 
the  barrier  that  was  designed  them,  and  hare 
security  about  their  commerce ; persisting  still, 
without  any  such  satisfaction  in  the  measures 

trescribed  by  France,  resolved  to  force  the  al- 
es into  general  eonfbreiices  upon  loose  and 
uncertain  articles,  nnd  promising  if  they  could 
but  have  so  much  credit  with  France  as  to  be 
trusted  at  all,  (hey  would  use  it  witb  the  greatest 
reserve,  nnd  never  communicate  it  to  any  of 
the  allies ; for  whose  soiisfaccion  only  it  is  pr^ 
tended  all  this  submission  was  made. 

The  return  made  by  France  is  to  be  seen  in  a 
paper  called  “ Answer  to  the  Memorial  brought 
liy  M.  Gaultier,  Nov-.  16, 1711."  No.  1 1.  This 
oiemoriol  is  accompanied  with  a letter  from 
M.  do  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  Johh,  of  the  same  date, 
wherein  he  tells  hba  “his  majesty  wholly  de- 
peniis  upon  the  secrecy  and  good  use  you  will 
make  of  the  entire  confidence  he  testifies  to  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain ; nnd  the  king  of  France 
extols  the  firmness  of  the  queer?,  and  sees 
with  ^enC  pleasure  the  new  muiks  of  resolution 
the  shews. 

The  Committee  thitik  it  needless  to -enter 
into  n particular  disquisition  of  this  Memorial; 
but  observe  in  general,  tlint  nothing  had  n(  this 
time  been  demanded  of  France  concerning  the 
disposal  of  thcNctherlands;  and  that  the  king 
of  France,  not  satisfied  svith  having  secured 
Spain  nnd  the  West  Indies  to  liis  grandson,  pro- 
poses to  strip  the  Emperor  of  aU  his  dominions 
«n  ftely,  and'  to  impose  upon  him  much  worse 
terms  thart  he  afterwards  procured  for  himselt^ 
wlsen  left  to  carry  on  ttie  war  alone.  The 
Dutch  may  have-tdie' Tariff 


exceptions,  If  they  consent  to*  tliis  scheme  - if 
not,  they  aie  to  he  punished  witli  the  loss  of 
their  trade,  aud  to  be  reduced  to  the  Tariff  of 
1699. 

But,  extravagant  as  this  scheme  was,  It  is 
received  by  tlie  English  ministers  without  any 
surprise  or  resentment:  nnd  Mr.  St,  John,  in 
his  letter  of  die  25th  Nov.  1711,  thanks  M. 
de  Torcy  for  tlio  communication  of  it;  pro- 
misL'S  to  make  a discreet  use  of  it,  nnd  to  keep 
the  coiitenisswith  an  inviolable  secrecy,  and 
that  the  utmost  efforts  shall  be  used  by  Eng- 
land te  fix  the  pretensions  of  the  allies;  be  re- 
presents it  05  necessary,  that  all  Uiuse  who 
wish  for  pence  may  motiially  help  one  another, 
and  eodeayoar  to  finish  the  treaty  so  soon,  as 
not  to  be  exposed  to  another  campaign. 

It  is  indeed  no  wonder,  that  this  plan  was 
□ever  communicated  to  the  allies,  which  must 
lit  once  have  broke  off all  the  ciraferences,  and 
determined  them  rather  to  run  all  hazards,  ihaii 
treat  upon  so  ruinous  a foundation;  but  it  is 
a wonder  time  tlie  English  ministry  were  not 
startled  when  tlieysnwsach  a scene  opened: 
but  this  shews  with  wlmt  justice  the  ministry 
complained,  that  the  allies  would  uot  enter  into 
the  queen’s  measures,  when  they  never  wore 
inlbrmcd  what  the  queen's  measures  were. 

Pursuant  to  die  resolution  of  the  States  ge- 
nera] upon  iho  jjressing  iastanccs  of  the  queeo, 
passports  for  thoFrendi  plenipotentinries  were 
sent  to  Monsieur  Bays,  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
St  John.  Utreclit  is  agreed'upon  here  to  be 
the  place  for  the  general  conferences. 

Tne  bishop  of  Bristol,  then  lord  privy  seal, 
and  the  earl  ufStraffbrd,  are  appointed  her  nia- 
jest’s  plenipotentiaries. 

Dec.  23,  171 1,  her  majesty's  Instructions  to 
her  said  plenipotentiaries  ore  setded  tmdsigned, 
and  arenereunio  annexed.  No.  12. 

The  Committee  think  fit  to  make  one  ob- 
servation upon  these  genera!  Instruciions, 
wherein  the  plenipotentiaries  are  ordered, 
“ Tiiat  if  It  shall  be  thought  proper  to  begin 
by  the  disposition  of  the  Spiinisli  mniiarcby, 
you -are  to  insist  that  the  security  and  rea- 
sonable satisfaction  which  the  allies  expect,  and 
wiiich  liis  most  Christian  Majesty  has  promised, 
cannot  be  obtained,  if  Spain  and  the  West  In- 
dies be  allotted  to  uny  branch  of  the  House  of 
Bourbou;"  so  that  hitherto  the  queen  thought 
fit  to  declare  in  all  public  acts,  that  Spain  and 
the  West  Indies  ouglit  by  no  means  to  tieieft  in 
the  possesdun  of  the  Hoose  of  Bourbon;  al- 
though in  die  special  preliminaries,  signed  hy 
the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  St.  John,  on 
(he  S7  Sept,  preceding,  the  king  of  France  did 
expressly  promise  tomakegoud  ;he  sixth  Ar- 
ticle fur  iiiioscUj  and  for  the  king  of  Spain, 
pursuant  to  the  powers  which  were  dicn  b his 
mqiesty'sTlaads.  •• 

On  the  15ih  Jan.,  171 1-12,  the  British  ple- 
nipotentiaries arrive  at  Uirccfat;  who  by  their 
general  instrurtions  being  ordered  lo  concert 
measures  witb  the  ministers  of  ihe  nllicr,  nnd  nc 
the  beginning  pursuing  these  directions;  M. 
fde'^ToMy^  siD-.’TOBi  fftiilJiiihr  Vfriteii  « Mr  St. 
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John,  anrt  tells  him,  “ ho  perceives  there  was 
iiotw  perfeciacimrulence established  between, 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  France  and  Great 
Britain,  as  was  10  be  desired : He  hclievss 
tlierefore  lie  will  Cliiiik  it  proper  Cu  send  to  the 
bisliop  of  Bristol  und  the  carl  uf  Scrafiiird  more 
precise  iiistruciioiis,  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  tlicy  weie  to  concert  lueir  proceedings 
with  the  kinu’s  pieiiipoieatiurics.'’  And  in  the 
□nsweran  the  memuritd  sent  by  M.  Gaultier, 
March  23,  1712,  it  is  declared  “ the  ptioc'pal 
order  that  the  king  hod  given  to  bis  plenipo* 
tcDtiaries,  when  they  set  out  fur  Utrecht,  was 
to  esCablisli  a strict  intimacy  between  them  and 
the  ministers  of  ibe  quven  of  Great  Britain." 

On  the  29th  Jan.  at  the  first  general  con- 
ference, lord  Strafibrd  took  occasion  to  declare, 
That  the  queen  had  received  the  general  pro- 
positions as  a foundatiuo  for  a negotiation  of 
peace : but  that  they  were  blading  to  Frooce 
only,  and  not  to  the  mlica;  to  which  tlie  French 
ministers  readily  assented.  But  it  is  to  be  ob- 
, served  through  the  wbole  proceeding,  that  this 
is  ineaiii  of  the  propositions  signed  by  M.  Mes- 
nager  only,  the-  congieat  not  having  the  least 
notice  or  cognizance  of  whet  was  signed,  both 
on  the  part  of  France  and  England  too;  which 
bad  been  hitherto  concealed,  end  upon  all  oc- 
casions publicly  ditowned, 

Ou  the  mil  Feb.  1711*12,  the  French  de- 
livered a specific  Exphtoaiinn  of  the  General 
Preliiuioaries,  signed  by  M.  Mesnager.  No.  13. 

It  must  be  observed,  that  tlie  King  of  France 
here  makes,  at  well  as  in  the  special  prelimina- 
ries, his  first  ofiers,  in  the  name  and  ^ virtue 
of  powers  from  his  grandson  as  king  of  Spain ; 
bow  the  British  plenipotentiaries  could  recon- 
cile this  to  their  instructiiins,  and  bow  their  be- 
haviour upon  it  is  to  be  Justified,  is  not  very 
dear. 

This  explication  was  received  by  all  the 
(lilies  with  the  greatest  indigiintion,  end  deepest 
concern;  which  had  such  nn  effect,  that  lord 
Stinifonl,  in  his  letter  of  the  IdtliFeb.  lTIl-13, 
says,  the  French  ministers  are  itiorcified  at  the  ' 
general  discontent  these  offers  gave ; and  seem 
to  wish  they  bad  put  in  Toornay  fur  the  Dutch,  ' 
and  Sr.  l^coaiit  to  be  demolished,  to  Lave  I 
softened  (he  matter  at  its  firet  coming  out 
Nor  were  our  plenipotentiaries  wiihont  their 
nneasinessesi  They  bad  done  all  they  oould, 
lord  Strafford  says,  to  persaade  the  French  tn 
be  as  ample  in  the  explication  as  they  could,  ' 
“ being  that  is  wliiu  will  hare  a great  effect, 
and  strike  the  minds  of  onthinlcing  people,  and 
make  tome  work  for  reflection  fur  the  faction.’' 
The  plenipotentiaries  coinpUin,  ch^  are  under  ' 

Srat  difficulties  ou  all  bands,  for  both  Buys  and 
esn^er  think  they  come  short  of  what  hid 
been  told  them  in  Ei^and ; and  the  allies  then 
forming  their  respective  demands  in  concert 
with  each  ocher,  they  want  furtberorders : Tlie 
pienipoteociariet  are  at  a great  loss  how  to  be- 
have about  Spain,  both  in  regard  to  the  parti- 
cular advantages  that  were  to  be  asked  on  the 
behairof  Great  Britain,  and  the  general  dispo- 
sition ofiti,  ■ '..uii/.-ii'.' .'.I,  ’I.'  . -.1  . !■ 
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But  Mr.  Sc.  John  soon  sends  them  words  of 
comfort,  that  Mr.  Hnrlcy  will  set  out  in  a few 
days,  who  is  fully  initructed  in  all  the  queen’s 
views  and  desires ; “That  it  were  to  be  wished 
this  geutleniaii  could  linve  been  sooner  sent, 
but  the  hurry  wliicli  we  have  been  fur  some 
lime  in  is  iuespressible ; and  he  was  loo  useful 
to  be  spared,  ’lili  tbe  House  of  Commons  ivos 
perfectly  secured  to  the  queen’s  iiicercbt,  and  to 
the  measures  of  pence.  1 think  I may  say 
they  are  absolutely  so  now.  Ue  confcssetli  the 
French  plan  to  lie  too  scauiy.  That  they  must 
let  tbe  French  ministers  know,  that  the  whole 
turns  upon  their  mamier  of  proceeding,  her 
majesty  having  gone  further  than  could  have 
beeu  expected  from  her  lu  promoting  the 

The  Cummictec  cannot  but  takeootice  of  the 
refieciion  ilmt  is  cast  here  upon  that  House  of 
Commons;  as  if  they  were  secureil  to  the 
queen's  ioterest,  aod  the  measures  of  peace,  by 
die  management  of  a secretary  to  the  treasury, 
a near  relntion  and  u trusty  agent  of  the  lord 
high  treasurer. 

For  wJioae  use  and  service  Mr.  Harley  had 
been  so  well  employed  at  home,  aod  wns  now 
to  be  sent  abruud,  cannot  be  a doubt,  since  Mr. 

Sc.  John  tiuiughc  it  necessary  to  give  M.  de 
Torcy  an  immediate  account  of  his  successfid 
endeavours  here,  and  tiie  business  he  was  sent 
abroad  to  manage. 

In  his  letter  of  March  i,  to  M.  de  Torcy,  hf 
cells  him,  “ He  bad  deferred  wricing  of  late, 
till  he  tnighc  write  with  certainty ; till  the  neces- 
san  dispbsicinns  were  made  among  our  people  , 
at  home;  and  till  the  queen  bud  taken  the  only  | 
resolution,  which  could  bring  us  in  u sIiotc  i 
limo  CO  a good  nnd  solid  peace.  I have  now 
the  saiisfaciinnto  tell  you  ilmt  this  resolution  is  I 
taken,  and  that  Mr.  Harley  will  carry  witn  him  ' 
ibis  night,  or  lo-iiuirtow  morning,  tlie  final  in-  ' 
■itruccians  cf  the  queen  to  her  plenipotentiaries.  I 
I refer  myself  to  M.  GnnUier,  to  explain  to  yoa 
more  at  large  tlia  subject  of  this  geaiieuan’i 
I commission;  and  wbac  the  queen  hopes  Ids 
' most  Christian  majesty  will  do  to  co-operate 
with  her." 

These  iBstractious  ofMr.  Harley  do  not  np- 
' pear;  but  it  seems  the  subject  of  them  was  not 
proper  to  be  committed  to  writing  ; for  which 
rertson,  as  in  almost  all  matters  relaiingto  the 
Pretender,  it  is  referred  to  M.  Gaultier  Cu  ex- 
plain them:  but  wbac  is  meanfbyCfae  neces- 
sary dispositiuns  made  among  our  people 
here  at  home,  is  pretty  well  explained  by  M. 
deTorcy,  in  a memorial  dated  the  23iii  March 
IT  18,  in  answer  tn  wbat  was  brought  by  M. 
Gaultier;  wherein  be  commends  the  prudent 
cuodocc  of  the  court  of  Britain,  in  managing  (te 
House  of  Coinnioiui,  and  in  particular  ilwtr 
wise  conduct  in  makirig  known  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  nation  was  abgsed  by  it* 
allies;  and  savs,  tbe  king  of  France  a^urd 
liimself  tliaC  iliose  who  now  mamq;c  with  so 
much  capacity  the  affairs  of  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  know  how  to  curb  tlie  passion  of  j 
iprW*i^iil>irty,ia  the  O'-liM  Hspse.  'j 


APPENDIX. — Report  rthuing  to  the 


»ril] 

In  ihe  mean  time  the  allie»,  having  each  of 
them  drawn  up  tlieir  respective  demanda  at 
Utrecht,  met  tsigether  OD  llie4lb  March,  N.  8. 
to  comniunicaie  them  to  each  otlier,  as  had 
been  concerted,  and  likewise  agreed  that  a 
cluuse  should  he  inserted  in  tlieir  respective 
demands,  for  ajnst  and  reasonable  satisfaction 
fur  all  the  rest,  Count  ZinzendtirlT  further  in* 
tisied  that  the  restitution  to  the  whole  Spanish 
monarchy  sliould  be  expressly  mentioned. 
The  Dutch  delare  they  were  resolved  to  make 
good  all  their  treaties,  made  on  occasion  of  this 
svar,  as  well  those  that  related  to  Spain  and  the 
Indies,  as  those  made  with  Portugal. 

What  the  behaviour  oflhe  British  ministers 


wherein  they  give  an  account  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, No.  14.  Tliey  were  fhe  only  ministers 
that  did  nut  make  any  mention  at  all  of  Spain 
and  the  Indies;  and  were  sensible  of  ibe  dis- 
advantageous couseqoences  of  keingso;  they 
were  desirous  to  take  olV  this  odimn,  by  seem- 
ing to  say  somctliiiiK|  and  in  reality  to  say  no- 
thing; which  they  m by  a general  declaration 
concerning  tliejust  and  reasonable  satisfaciiou 
for  the  qneen’s  allies,  in  conformity  to  her  al- 
liances; and  humbly  hope  wlust  was  said,  vvill 
not  be  found  contrary  to  what  has  hitherto 
been  declared. 

On  the  Sth  March  the  specific  demands  of 
the  cllies  were  delivered  to  ibe  French  pleni- 
potentiaries in  writing ; they  promise  to  explain 
themselves  further  upon  them  at  the  next  con- 
ference, which  was  to  be  tbe  9tb,  and  then  de- 
sired a farther  time  to  the  SOlb, 

On  the  30th  the  French  plenipotentiaries  de- 
clare they  were  ready  to  proceed  in  tlie  uego- 
tiaiiun  by  debating  with  tbe  several  allies ; but 
would  give  no  answer  in  writing. 

This  was  a great  surprize  to  ail  but  the  Bri- 
tish ministers,  wliooi  the  French  had  before- 
hand advised  with.  Tbe  allies  still  resolved  to 
press  the  French  to  answer  in  writing,  and  so- 
licit the  British  ministers  to  join  with  them  in 
it ; who,  that  no  ibark  of  disagreement  might 
appear  (as  their  lordships  express  themselvee  in 
tlieir  dispatch  of  the  1st  April,  171  !1)  did  finally 
consent  to  an  instance  that  was  to  b4  made  the 
nextdsy,  to  require  aa  answer  in  writing. 

But  lord  StralTnrd  had  before  given  Mr.  St. 
John  an  account  of  bis  opiuiun  in  his  letter  of 
the  tiStb  March;  wherein  he  soys,  “ I cannot 
help  saying  1 believe  the  French  have  token 
the  wisest  part  nnt'to  answer  in  writing,  though 
most  of  the  ministers  of  the  allies  will  be  sur- 
prized, expecting  tbi^  should ;”  and  says  fur- 
ther, “ I believe  it  is  best  they  should  first 
begin  in  the  open  confess  tu  reason  upon 
some  of  the  allies  tleinandi,  wliieii  will  occasion  ' 
so  tnneh  difficulty  that  the  ministers  of  the  al- 
lies will  propose  debating  sepamtely,  which 
bad  better  cume  from  them  than  any  one  else. 

The  French  miuisters  still  persist  in  ihtir  re- 
fusal, upon  whicli  the  states  came  to  a resolu- 
tion at  the  Hague,  not  to  treat  unless  on  ansvrer 
„u..  b.  r.ie  , . -.ver., 

Voi.  VH. 
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However  the  French  continue  obstinate. 
Lord  Strafford  sends  an  account  chat  a resulu- 
iion  was  taken  at  the  Ilngde  to  carry  things  to 
an  extremity;  upon  winch  occasion  Mr.  Sl 
John  expresUs  himself  in  this  maimer,  April  5, 
1713,  “ Thai  he  hop«  ilie  resolution  taken  at 
the  Hague  to  carry  things  to  an  extremity,  was 
the  last  cuuvulsire  poag  ufau  expiring  faction 
and  yet  this  rcsulutiuii  was  no  more  than  to  in- 
sist on  a demand,  in  which  all  the  allies  were 
utiBiiimuus,  and  in  which  the  Britisli  plenipo- 
tentiaries had  themselves  concurred. 

But  wlmi  made  the  French  thus  persist  in 
tberesohition  of  giving  no  answer  in  wriiing,  is 
accounted  for  in  lord  Strallonl's  letter  of  the 
37tli  April,  1712,  wlierein  he  says,  “ The  pen- 
sionary was  extremely  desirous  the  French 
would  answer  iu  writing,  wbicli  (it  is  his  lord- 
ship’s opioiun)  they  will  evade  till  they  see 
what  snccess  Qaullier  has  bad  at  London;" 
and  in  his  letter  of  the  34th,  “ The  French 
will  avoid  giving  their  answer  in  wriiing,  till 
they  see  ail  agreed  betwixt  their  court  and 

And,  to  shew  that  the  French  were  very 
well  satisfied  with  the  meihod  their  business 
was  in,  the  plenipotentiaries  in  ibeir  letter  of 
April  IS,  1713,  say  “ They  do  not  find  the 
Freoeb  aremuchconvinced  of  thenecessitr  of 
dispatch  ; and  wliea  auy  thing  is  let  fnll  of 
breaking  off  the  conferences,  they  seem  to 
cake  it  with  a great  air  of  indifference;  well 
knowing  their  buaness  was  not  to  be  done  at 
Utrecht,  but  by  a oegotiatioD  carried  on  di- 
rectly betwixt  London  and  Versailles. 

About  tbe  be|inning  of  April,  Mr.  Harley 
and  M.  Gaultier  arrived  at  Utrecht;  inavery 
few  days  after,  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
conitDunicate  to  the  lord  privy  seal  and  earl  of 
Strafford  a plan  for  a general  peace,  to  which 
they  had  aclded,  by  wey  of  marginal  notes,  in 
n distinct  column,  what  they  are  told  vvill  be 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  tu  a general 
ueace : But  this  is  entrusted  to  them  under  tbe 
□igbest  obligation  of  secrecy,  to  discover  no- 
thing of  it  to  the  rest  of  tbe  tJlias, 

Our  pleuipotcntiniies  accept  this  plan  as  a 
mark  of  the  great  confidence  France  had  in  them; 
and  readily  engage  chat  the  allies  should  nnt  be 
permitted  to  know  a word  of  it:  and  under 
the  same  caution  sent  it  to  the  secretary.  But 
there  is  nurootn  tu  dnubl,  hut  this  plan,  that 
was  transmitted  to  Lnglanri  as  a great  disco- 
very, was  concerted  here,  anti  sent  by  Mr. 
Harley  to  Utrecht,  and  by  Abbot  Gaultier  to 

Mr.  St.  John  much  conceroed  at  the  beha- 
viour of  the  allies,  and  the  Dutch  in  partienlar, 
thinks  it  proper  to  make  one  attrmpt  more,  as 
lie  culls  it,  to  gain  ibem;  and  ilierefore  or- 
ders tbe  pleuiputeiiliaries  to  acquaint  them, 
that  her  majesty  vvill  cuoseiit  tu  ibeir  having 
Dendermonrl  mid  Ghent,  and  at  (be  same  time 
depart  from  her  pretensiaus  to  OsiemI ; and  is 
willing  that  tbe  trade  to  Spain  and  the  Spanish 
Indies  be  settled  upon  tbe  some  fiiul  as  it  snb- 
sjgt^^ , I Spain, 
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in  all  respects,  except  ilie  aaiento:  ami  their 
lordships  are  ordered  to  tell  ibem  in  very  plain 
tenus,  that  her  majesty's  measures  srill  be  taken 
according  to  the  return  they  make  (o  the  queeo 
«n  this  occasion. 

But  at  the  same  time  no  communication  at 
oil  is  made  to  the  stales,  of  the  general  plan  of 
peace  last  delivered  by  M.  Gaultier,  ns  there 
never  had  been  of  uny  other,  although  in  this 
last  the  interests  of  all  the  allies  were  settled 
and  determined  between  Great  Britain  end 
Prance. 

And  to  shew  bow  candidly  we  dealt  with  the 
queen'igood  friends  and  allies,  the  Dutch,  as  her 
majesty  was  pleased  to  stile  them,  the  IS  per 
ceut.  upon  all  the  goods  and  manufactures  oF 
Great  Brituin,  which  was  odered  nt  first  as 
mie  of  the  chief  bribes  to  Eoglaod  to  come 
into  this  destructive  peace,  M.  Mesnager  bad 
now  exptsioed  away,  and  confined  (o'  such 
goods  as  were  carried,  not  to  Spain,  but  to  the 
Spanish  West  Indies  only ; and  our  ministers 
finding  (hat  France  woidrl  not  make  (his  ef* 
fectu^,  Mr.  Harley  is  ordered  to  let  it  drop. 
But  see  the  use  that  is  to  bemadeof  this  insince- 
rity of  the  French  ; at  the  same  time  that  Mr. 
St.  John  acqoints  our  plenipotentiaries  with 
her  majesty's  coosent  to  give  this  up,  he  tells 
tlietn,  " But  you  will  take  care  to  do  this  In 
such  a manner,  as  nut  only  to  get  something 
for  it  another  way,  but  also  to  render  chis 
concession  of  the  queen's  a means  of  bringing 
the  Dutch  to  reason,  and  to  a compliance  with 
her  majesty’s  measures.” 

Lord  privy  seal,  April  29th,  171S,  acquaints 
Mr.  Secretary,  our  n^oiiatioo  is  at  a stand, 
till  (he  French  ministers  are  ready  to  return 
one  answer  orother ; and  May  the  lOih,  1712, 
the  plenipotentiaries  say  “ The  French  tell  us 
they  can’t  think  of  giving  in  their  answer  to  the 
allies,  till  they  bear  from  England  the  success  of 
M.  Gaultier ; and  yon  may  believe  we  wait  for 
it  with  DO  less  impatience  than  they  do.” 

Mr.  St.  John,  May  3d,  1712,  acquaints  their 
•xceliencies,  “ I hope  in  a few  days  my  dis- 
patches will  become  more  material,  and  that 
we  shall  be  able  either  to  satisfy  our  friends  at 
Utrecht,  or  doc  have  reason  to  be  much  con- 
cerned at  their  uneasiueta.” 

This  endsin  lord  StraETord’s  being  sent  for 
into  England,  and  the  following  orders  ore  sent 
to  the  lord  privy  seal  for  bis  further  couduct. 
You  nre  to  stop  all  instances  (or  procuring 
the  Uriff  of  1664  to  the  Dutch ; yon  are  to  de- 
cline absolutely  to  confer  any  further  with 
them  upon  any  matter,  dll  you  receive  the 
ueeo’s  plan  from  hence,  and  that  you  will  not, 
hope,  be  lung  to  expectation  of;  and  her 
taaiesty  Gndssoilla  return  mode  by  the  states 
to  tier  coadescensioD  towards  tliem,  that  she 
likewise  orders  your  lordship  to  take  the  first 
•olemn  opportunity  sf  declariog  to  the  Dutch 
ministers,  that  all  her  offers  for  adjusting  our 
differences  were  founded  upon  this  express  con- 
dition, that  they  came  iminediacely  iuiu  the 
queen’s  measures,  and  acted  openly  and  sin- 
cerely with  be^j|  and  that  she  looks  upon  hcr- 


Mir,  from  their  conduct,  now  to  be  under  no  ob- 
ligation whatsoever  to  them.” 

The  Summary  tlien  of  this  whole  proceeding 
at  Utrecht  in  one  short  view  appears  to  be  this; 
a coogress  for  general  conferences  was  neces- 
sary to  be  opened,  that  the  allies  might  in  ap- 
pearance, agreeable  to  the  grand  aUiaace,  have 
the  opaortuiiity  of  tieaiiog  and  adjusting  their 
several  pretensions. 

Our  ministers  were  by  tlieir  instructions  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  allies;  but  they  really 
acted  in  coucert  with  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

The  allies  pving  in  their  specific  demands 
was  not  to  be  avoided;  but  (ha  French  were 
to  gain  as  much  time  as  they  possibly  could,  by 
unnecessary  delays;  and  ot  last  insist  upon 
such  a method  of  answering  these  demands,  as 
they  knew  the  aBies  could  not  comply  will). 
In  the  mean  time  the  RegoLiotinos  were  carry- 
ing on  directly  betwixt  England  and  France, 
or  rather  all  the  conditions  dictated  and  pre^ 
scribed  by  France;  wliilst  the  allies  were 
amused  with  a dispute  about  the  method  of 
answering,  from  wiiich  Fi^cc  would  not,  and 
they  could  not  possibly  depart ; in  which  Ecg- 
lond  agreed  with  the  rest  of  the  allies.  All 
particulars  that  concerned  even  the  interest  of 
the  allies  were  transacted  betwixt  the  ministers 
of  England  end  France,  untler  the  highest  obli- 
gations of  secrecy  : the  Dutch  are  pressed  to 
come  into  the  queen’smeasures,  without  being 
I acquainted  what  the  queen’s  measures  wen; 
and  because  they  would  not  consent  to  they. 

' knew  noiwbat,  as  soon  as  it  was  resolved  to 
send  orders  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  not  to  en- 
gage in  eithersiegeur  battle,  and  the  great  pro- 
jects were  ready  to  be  executed  on  the  other, 
side  of  (he  water;  the  queen  declares  she  looks 
upon  herself  now,  from  their  cuaduct,  to  be 
under  no  obligation  whatsoever  to  the  stales 
general ; aud  thus  the  alliance  betwixt  Great 
Britain  and  her  principal  ally  is  declared  to  be 
rlissolved  and  cancelled,  before  any  thing  was 
finally  agreed  and  concluded  betwixt  us  aud 
France;  or  we  had  Uie  least  security  fur  our 
own  trade  anri  commerce,  or  any  ‘other  ad- 
vantages (bat  were  to  accrue  to  Great  Britain. 

Daring  these  negotiations  at  Utrecht,  and 
the  disputes  that  hid  been  ind.ustriously  raised 
aodkept  on  foot;  the  two  great  points  of  the 
reouncialion  of  the  Spauisli  nionarcby,  and  of 
the  cessaliun  ef  arms,  hod  been  upon  tbs 

The  first  mention  that  is  made  of  the  rennu- 
ciaiion  in  order  to  be  treated  of,  is  found  in  a 
memurial  dated  March  28ch,  1712,  intiinled, 
" The  Answer  to  the. Memorial  brought  by  M. 
Gauhier the 23d March,  1711-12:”  thismemo- 
rial  which  was  received  in  Frnncc  the  23d  of 
March  is  suppressed,  but  the  contents  of  it  may 
in  a great  measure  be  collected  from  the  an- 
swer that  vrus  given  to  it.  Thus  much  appears 
certain,  that  as  the  general  proposal  that  the 
crotvns  of  France  and  Spain  should  never  be 
uoited  arose  first  from  England,  and  was 
made  ao  article  iu.the  private  propositions  tenl 


xxij  APPENDIX. — Negolialim fir  Peace:  17l5.  [xsli 


oxts  bj  Mr.  Prior  j h>  from  that  time  to  this, 
ilie  metbod  of  preventing  that  uninn  does  not 
appear  to  hare  been  once  mentioned.  The 
reose  of  France  and  Spaii  upon  that  impor- 
tant article  was  not  known,  nor  so  much  us 
asked  ; although  in  every  step  FmngiLhiid 
given  plain  indications,  that  the  crown  cmj^ia 
was  to  remain  to  king  Philip;  and  the  com- 
luuiee  is  surprized  to  lind  the  ministry  had 
gone  such  Icngclis  in  prouiuting  the  measures  of 
France,  without  taking  the  least  precaution,  or 
having  any  satisfactiuo,  concerning  the  mo- 
jiarchy  of  Spain  ; wherein  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  was  bylheir  own  confession  more  im- 
mediately runceriietl,thnn  in  all  the  other  ar- 
ticles of  the  peace  put  together. 

But  it  is  plain  that  iu  this  raerooriiit  tent 
from  England,  the  scheme  fur  preventing  ibis 
union  was  first  proposed  by  England,  an'd  that 
the  eipedienc  was  a renunciation:  and  as  this 
is  a matter  of  such  importance  as  deserves 
the  grestest  attemion  : mat  it  may  be  seen  in 
its  true  light,  the  commiitee  have  annexed  the 
extract  of  the  Answer  to  the  said  Memorial, 
and  the  several  letters  that  passed  betwixt  M. 
de  Torcy  and  Mr.  St.  John  upon  this  subject ; 
No.  15. 

In  this  Memorial  M.  de  Torcy  declares  in 
the  strongest  terms,  “ That  the  renunciation 
desired  aould  be  null  and  invalid  by  the  funda- 
mental .taws  of  France,  according  to  which 
laws  the  most  near  prince  to  the  crown  is  of 
Bccessiiy  the  heir  thereto;  it  ban  inheritance 
that  he  receives,  neither  from  the  king  his  jire- 
decessor,  nor  from  the  people,  but  from  the 
benefit  of  the  law  ; so  that  when  one  king  dies, 
the  oiber  succeeds  him  forthwith,  without  ask- 
ing the  consent  of  any  pers<m  whatsoever. 
He  succeeds  not  as  beir,  but  as  ilie  masier  of 
the  kingdom,  tbeseignury  wherenf  belongs  unto 
him,  not  by  ohoice,  but  by  right  of  birch  only. 
—He  is  not  beholden  fur  bberowa  cither  to 
the  will  of  hb  predecessor,  or  to  any  edict,  nor 
to  any  decree,  nor  to  the  liberality  of  any  per- 
son, but  to  the  law.  Tliu  law  b looked  upon, 
ms  the  work  of  him  wbe  bath  established 
all  inonorcliies,  and  wo  are  persuaded  in 
France,  (hat  God  only  can  abolish  ir.  No  re- 
aunciation  tlierrfnre  can  destroy  it;  ond  if 
the  king  of  Spain  should  renounce,  for  the 
cake  of  peace,  and  in  obediaoce  to  the  king 
hu  grandfather,  they  would  deceive  themselves 
that  received  it  as  u sufikient  expedient  to  pre- 
vent ilia  ouchief  we  propose  to  avoid.” 

Then  he  gives  an  account  of  the  dispositioo 
made  of  the  succession  CO  the  crown  of  Spain 
by  king  Philip  mod  registered  in  the  councils  of 
Spain;  which  disposition  he  proposea  may 
he  confirmed  by  the  lueveot  treaty  of  peace, 
and  mtified  by|  the  Cories  or  states  of  the 
kingdom  of  Spain. 

Mr,  Sc..  John  in  hb  Answer,  March  SSd, 
1711-12, 0.  S.  rejeou  ihb  profiosal,  and  not  at 
all  convinced  by  whiu  M.  d«  Torcy  bail  so 
etrou^y  urged  concemiog  the  nullity  of  ihe 
renunciation,  insUts  still  upon  it;  ” We  are 
Mad/,”  says  to- faetine  i/nu-  iifc  frstsuaded  > i 


in  France,  that  God  alooe  can  abolish  that  law, 
upon  which  your  right  of  successiun  is  found- 
ed ; but  you  will  give  us  le.-ive  to  be  persua- 
dtgj  in  Great  Britain,  ibac  n prince  may  de- 
part from  hii  riglic  by  a voluntuty  cession, 
ami  that  he,  m favour  lif  wham  that  renuncia- 
tion is  made,  maybe  Justly  supported  iu  hb 
ptetonsioiis,  by  the  powers  that  becume  gua- 
rantees of  the  tremy.  In  short,  Sir,  the  quren 
cijminands  me  to  tell  yoo  chat  this  article  is  of 
su  groHt  cijiisequence,  as  well  fiu  herself  as  for 
the  rest  of  Europe,  fur  this  present  age  as  for 
posterity,  tlial  slie  will  never  agree  to  continue 
the  negotiatiuns  of  peace,  unless  the  expe- 
dient she  has  proposra  be  accepted,  or  some 
ocher  equally  sulid.” 

M.  de  Torcy,  in  answer  to  this  letter,  AprH 
the  8th,  N.  S.  b^ns  to  chink  it  cannot  be 
iinpuisible  to  fipd  an  expedient  to  settle  tins 
peacafiuir;  and  he  proposes  that  when  the 
king  of  Spain  shall  become  either  immediate 
successor, or  presumptive  heirto  the  crown  of 
France,  he  shall  tlien  declare  the  choice  lie  in- 
tends CO  make;  either  to  maintain  hi-  right  to 
the  crown  of  France,  or  keep  that  of  Kpido ; 
that  king  Philip  sh-all  became  party  to  tlie 
treaty,  wherein  ilie  succession  to  tbe  two 
crowns  shall  be  likewise  Killed ; and  that  aU 
the  powers  of  Europe  shall  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement with  France  Co  maiucaio  it, 

Mr.  St.  John,  .^pri)  die  6tb,  O.  S.  reesons 
against  this  last  proposal,  and  tbe  several  pro- 
jects contained  m M.  deTorcy’s  last  letter; 
insists  that  no  expedient  cau  eSectually  secure 
Europe  from  the  donors  nlierewicliitis  threa- 
tened by  the  union  of  the  two  monarclnes, 
unless  the  prince,  who  it  at  present  in  posses- 
sion of  Spaio,  makes  hb  choice  at  this  very  m- 
SCBDC ; and,  upon  a supposition  chat  the  orown 
of  Spain  would  be  hb  chnice,  that  this  decla- 
miian  should  be  made  during  the  congress  at 
Utrecht. 

.April  Sdth,  N.  S.  M.  de  Torcy,  teeming  aI- 
way  Locomply  with  what  was  desired,  agrees 
that  tbe  catholic  king  must  cairn  the  uneasiness 
ofEurope  in  declaring  from  tbe  present  time 
what  part  be  will  take,  if  ever  the  succession  of 
France  is  open  in  his  favour.  That  the  incon- 
veniences arising  from  hence  must  submit  to 
the  publicgood.  “Thus, Sir,” says M.deToroy 
to  Mr.  St.  John,  “ tlie  king  approving  your 
proposition,  dispatches  acourierto  Spain,  and 
writes  to  the  king  kb  grandson,  to  let  him  know 
the  necessity  of  resolviug on  dwchoieshe  shall 
make;  and  todeclareit,  to  Che  end  it  m.-iy.  be 
inserted  on  tbe  treaty  of  the  geaerat  peace, 
and  be  made  a coadition  of  it,  whereof  all 
Europe  shall  be  guarantee  ;f  And  promised  to 
use  aU  possible  meuns,  even  force,  if  it  were 
necessary,  to  make  the  king  of  Spain  agree  to 
it.  He  hopes tJiis  propusiiwn -will  in  a great 
measure  remove  all  difficuldes  ; and,  as  they 
must  expect  uew  obecroecioas  from  those  who 
wnuld  willingly  break  the  conferenees,  be  be- 
lieves the  best  way  to  disappoint  tbvir  designs 
would  be,  for  iheflueen  of  Great  Uriliiiii  to 
.'PT^se  i«mnd'iacelf  ainzapentiom  af,iirmf ; for 
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the/  graond  their  hopes  npon  the  event  of  the  wliar  method  would  be  the  toost  co&docive  to 
csiupaigu.  the  general  good.  "Itwould  be  very  unhappy 

April  2O1I1.O.  S.  Mr.  Sc.  John  aoswen  llii!i  if  any  event,  duiing  the  campsigu,  sliould  fall 
letter,  and  iieats  lliia  proposal  as  liable  to  dl  out  to  disturb  the  good  dispuaitioiu  that  are 
the  objeccinnsor  tlie  former,  and  argues  ilins  seen  at  present  for  establisliiRg  the  public  re- 
upon  It.  “ Alchougb  the  liing  of  Spain  should  poMJjJ 

at  this  histant  declare  hu  dioice ; WItaigrealer  'Pli^rTeipondence  bet*veco  die  two  secre> 
security  vrill  Europe  hare,  if  tho  oxecu-  riea  for  preventing  the  union  of  the  two  king- 
tion  of  that  choice  be  deferred  to  anottier  doms,  carried  on  from  about  the  middle  of 
time  ? In  offering  that  lie  shall  be  obligetl  to  March  to  ihe  18(h  of  May,  1718,  ended  at 
declare  Ills  choice  at  lids  present  time,  you  lostjust  as  it  began  ; and  king  Phibp  ohose  to 
agree,  that  npither  tbe  stipulations  of  a treaty,  make  the  renunciation.  The  French  mimster 
Dur  the  KU.'iraniee  of  the  powers  engaged  io  giving  us  such  early  notice,  and  telling  us  so 
thepresuiitwar,  wuuld  be  suliiuient  tn  secure  very  plainly,  that  what  weusked  was  uitedy 
that  the  choice  shall  be  made;  hnw  then  can  insulbcieni,  and  would  be  for  ever  deemed  hy 
we  conclude  that  they  will  besufEcient  to  se-  the  unalterable  laws  of  France  null  and  void, 
core,  that,  when  ihe  cose  shall  Imppen,  be  shall  is  very  remarkable,  ilis  dexterity  in  inanog- 
<]uit  one  crown  to  accept  of  the  other,  accord-  ing  that  part  of  the  negotiation,  in  seeming 
ing  ID  tbe  choice  whicli  lietlinli  now  maker”  always  to  comply,  and  desirous  to  come  as 
He  goes  00,  “ The  queen  has  often  declared,  near  as  possible  to  tlie  proposals  made  froin 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  her  to  be  content,  hence,  and  submitting  at  last  since  we  would 
with  any  expedient  wliich  shall  not  be  very  have  it  so,  to  tbe  renunciation  so  peremptorily 
iolid,  oponan  article  of  so  great  importance  insUted  on,  is  nu  IcvtS  observable. 

4U  the  rt-uiiion  of  tbe  two  monarchies.  This  But  it  is  unaccountable  bow  the  English  mi* 
would  be  tolose  the  fruit,  of  all  the  bluod  which  nistry,  when  they  were  expressly  lold  those 
the  allies  bad  spilt  iothe  course  of  this  war;  would  deceive  themselves,  wbn  should  accept 
this  would  he  10  betray  the  common  cause  ef  of  a renunciation  as  a sufficient  expedient  to 
Europe;  and  to  expose  both  the  present  age  prevent  the  re-union  of  the  two  inoovchiet; 

and  posterity  to  greater  dangers  than  it  ia  pns-  w hen  they  laid  it  down  themselves,  as  a prm> 

silile  to  imaziue."  In  short,  he  insitls  “ that  ciple  never  to  be  departed  from,  that  ibv  unioo 

. they  mustcnke  care  that  the  time  shall  never  of  the  two  monarclues  would  be  tbe  ureatest 

he,  when  Ihe  same  princeshall  have  the  crown  'mischief  that  oould  possibly  hnp|.en  10  all  ‘ 
of  Spain  upon  bis  bead,  add  the  succesaiou  to  Eurnpo,  and  to  Great  Britain  io  particular; 
the  crown  of  France  open  to  him.”  He  at  lost  should  stilt  persevere  in  relying  upon  this  ex- 
proposes  ‘‘If  the  king  of  Spain  prefers  ihe  pedientof  a renoociation.  Aitil  it  cannot  be  | 
expeccsiion  of  the  crown  of  France,  10  the  forgot,  that  no  care  was  taken  to  render  ef- 

present  possession  of  Spain,  in  such  case  be  fectual  the  two  only  expedients,  that  were  ever 

shall  witndraw  forthwith  with  bis  family  out  of  proposed  for  adding  soy  degree  of  real  securicy  1 

•Spain,  tbe  possession  of  wliich,  and  of  the  to  ihe  renunciation  ; Wliich  were,  to  bare  it  ^ 

Indie,,  should  be  given  to  the  duke  of  Savoy;  solemnly  accepted  by  tbe  states  of  France,  ^ 

that  king  Philip  dionld  have  tbe  kingdom  of  and  to  have  it  coolirmed  by  a general  guaranty  i 

Sicily  and  the  hereditary  dominions  of  iheduku  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe  engaged  in  the  i 

of  Savoy,  together  with  the  Mnofernt  and  present  war.  The  first  was  asked  indeed;  ! 
Mantua,  oil  whieb  domiuions  he  should  lemain  nut  upon  a refusal  of  France,  was  emireiy  I 
possessed  of, though  be  became  kiiigofFranco ; given  up  by  our  mioistry ; The  second,  hyour  I 
excepting  Sicily,  which  io  that  case  should  re-  method  ofnegotiating,Bndouriieatment'>ftlie  I 
turn  CO  thehnuseof  Auvtrin,”  allies,  was  from  that  very  time  rendered  iui-  j 

May  the  l8'h,N.  S.  M.  deTorcy,still  yield-  practicahle;  as  tlie  French  could  not  but  fore«  j 
ing  and  complying  with  tbe  m, ensures  of  Ebg-  see.  2c  must  be  remembered,  tbotn  few  days  { 
land,  shews  the  great  hurdibip  the  king  of  after  this  answer  of  M.  tie  Tnrcy  was  received,  j 
Spuin  Diu,t  untfergo,  in  sacrificing  his  own,  and  Mr.  Sc.  John  sent  orders  to  tbe  British  plvni-  J 
thd  interest  of  bis  family,  for  the  establishing  s pacentiaries  Co  declare  to  the  states  general,  i 
general  pence ; however,  ibe  king  of.-France  the  queen  was  now  under  on  further  obUga*  |J 
srouldsend  to  him  to  know  bis  ffliod  upon  ihe  (ions  whatsoever  to  them,  who  with  tbe  rest  of  j 
two  alternatives.  In  tbe  mean  time  llie  king  the  allies  were  Co  be  guarantees  uf  this  ircnsy. 
of  France  promises  that  tlie  ti’eaty  of  peace  The  Cominittee  think  it  proper  in  mcoiion 
phall  be  muile,upon  the  fouodaiiun  of  one  of  here  a pnisage  in  a letter  fioin  the  lurJ>  pleni-  ' 
these  twn  ptoposiiions  ; either  that  the  king  of  p'^irmiariis  to  Mr.  St.John. Feb.  86,  17U-18,  ' 
^aiii  shall  renonnee  his  right  to  the  crown,  of  N.  -S.  wini  acquaint  him,  that  in  some  disconrsa  ■ 

France,  and  keq>  Spain  and  the  Indies ; or  if  with  the  mareschal  DUxelles  upon  orensioo 

be  prefers  his  expectation  upouFrance,  beshiill  of  the  death  of  the  Dauphin,  they  desired  to  , 

quit  Spain  and  the  ladies  to  tlie  duke  of  S.ivoy,  know  of  him,  what  ibuie  measures  .ure  which 

io  exciiange  fur  die  present  docninions  of  the  France  ofi'ers  to  take  in  nrtler  10  prevent  the 

duke  of  Siivoy,  Sio.  ns  proposed  by  Mr.  St,  union  of  the  Cno  kingdoms ; and  whether  they 

John.  He  liopesby  this  promise  of  die  king  uf  were  to  consist  in  real  or  verbal  securities ; the  1 

France,  all  uiicercnintiev  are  removed;  and  French  minister  preCeaded  lo  know  do  oiiier  , 

lubmits  td  ithelquuita’.ikiW^dO'li^iiCoivMtuklxtfi  ibe{.«fsheiUtt«r»itv...'iAuii'tbeDiiibcy  sugge*( 
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to  Mr.  St.  John,  Ibat  an  obligation  upon  Itinf; 
PbUip  to  renuunce  tlie  regency  nt  well  04  tbe 
orowo  of  France,  for  bini>ell'und  tii*  poktority, 
would  amount  10  Muie  degree  of  real  socurity. 
But  UD  endenvoun  were  uaed  to  oblaiu  Uiir,  aol 
toy  ineiitiun  mmie  of  it,  as  far  ns  appenn. 

Mr.  St.  John,  as  serretary  uf  state,  trans- 
acted this  alfair  witli  M.  de  Torcy ; bi^t  as  it 
cannot  easily  he  supposed,  that  lie  did  this 
witbout  the  ndrice  ainl  opprubetion  of  the  JunI 
treasurer,  as  drat  minister ; so  it  appears,  tliac 
at  tbe  enme  time  a correspondeDce  was  held 
betwixt  the  lord  treasurer  and  M.  de  Torcy: 
Mr.  St.  John  says  in  Ins  letter  of  the  S4ib  April, 
1713,  be  was  foroed  to  stop  tbe  courier  w.liicb 
be  designed  to  dispatch  tbe  day  before,  to  wait 
for  a letter  which  my  lord  ireuurer  writes  to 
M.deTorcyi  and  April  lltli,  lie  was  obliged 
to  stop  tbe  courier  till  to-day,  in  hopes  that  lord 
treasurer  would  be  in  a conditinn  to  answer  M. 
de  Torcy ‘s  letter,  but  (tie  defiutinu  in  his  eyes, 
which  has  biuder^  him  for  five  days,  still  con- 
tinues. And  April  Sdth,  M.  de  lorcy  is  very 
tnudi  coucerosd  for  ibc  imlisposiliun  of  rny 
lord  treasurer,  and  ardoiiUy  wishes  he  may 
soon  recover.  “ It  is  very  importum,”  says 
he,  “ that  those  who,  like  yoQ  and  Ihih,  have 
had  tbe  principal  sbhre  in  tbe  work  of  peace, 
sliould  bare  tbe  glory  of  fiiiuliing  it." 

M.de  Torcy'a  letter  of  tlie  10th  JJay,  N.  S. 
was  received  by  Mr.  St.  John  the  9(h  May, 
O.  S.  uod  dio  promise  of  tbe  king  ol  France  to 
oblige  bis  gmudson  to  accept  the  aliernntive  of 
tbe  two  kingdoms  had  so  good  anil  suddeu  an 
eOect,  that  the  day  followuig,  without  waiting 
the  return  of  tbe  ciuiirr  from  Madrid,  tu  know 
wlielher  king  Philip  diil  consent  or  not  tu  tlie 
irruoiwal;  orders  are  sent  to  ihe  duke  of  Ur- 
mimd  by  Mr.  S|.  John  to  avoid  engnging  in  any 
nege,  or  bnzariimga  biiuie  till  furHier  order. 
And  be  iv  directed  tudisgni'e  tlm  receipt  of  this 
order.  Her  majesty  tiimki  lie  cannot  want 

EKtenci-k  for  conducting  Iiliuse!l  sous  to  uiiswer 
rr  cuds  willii.uLowiiiiii!  time,  which  ut  pi^ut 
migni  have  an  ill  elTcct  if  it  were  publicly 
knnwn. 

On  the  same  day  that  titese  orders  are  sent 
to  tbe  qneeii’s  general  witii  dirt-ctioiis  to  dis- 
BuUv  them,  which  was  tn  cunccal  tlieiu  from 
cuulcderuies,  they  arc  conimuiiicated  to 
(be  queen’s  euemiei.  Abbot  Gaultier  will  give 
you  on  account,  says  Mr.  St.  John  to  M.  de 
Torcy,  of  theorderal  have  just  now  dispnt>  hed 
tu  the  duke  of  Ormond.  Wbac  Mr.  St.  John 
binuclf  thought  of  the  importnuce  of  ibis  oi'iler 
is  to  bo  Icnrued  from  bis  letter  to  Mr.  Piior, 
Sept.  19, 1719.  Ttic  inomeoi  I read  ihe  queen 
a letter  from  M.  de  Torcy,  by  whicli  it  ap- 

rred  that  tbe  king  of  France  would  oUigr 
eraudson  to  accept  of  the  altematire  uf 
qaiuiog  one  of  the  two  oionarebie^  her  orders 
were  dupatelied  to  the  duke  to  engage  in  nei- 
ther aie^’  or  bntcle ; ami  site  pnrvc  uieil  (he 
French  from  even  tunkiug  the  demand.  I wdl 
not  say  that  ih>s  order  saved  tbeir  lumy,  hut  1 
think  in  my  conscience  tlmi  it  did. 

Oa  tile  Sdtb  ]|t(a(y, 


i^in  to  M.  da  Torcy,  although  they  had  y«c 
received  no  answer  from  .Mndiid  cuticeming 
the  reriunciation,  hut  beiiig  pressed  in  time, 
and  finding  it  necessary  for  the  quern  to  uiukc 
the  communication  to  parliament,  that  al>e 
hod  pTomised,  of  the  tettns  on  whiob  a peace 
might  be  made ; he  acquaiuta  him  witii  ibe 
steps  tbe  queen  was  resolved  to  take-;  provided 
the  most  Gbriktiiui  Ring  will  reoder  them  firec- 
ticablo  for  her.  And  in  a Mtaautii!  nf  tbe 
sumedme.  No.  S3,  specifies  the  condiiiuiis  upon 
wliicli  her  majesty  consenis  to  niake  such  im- 
pnriaut  steps,  and  decisive  declaracums  to  her 
parliancoi,  as  these  wliicb  follow.  First.  Umt 
blie  bed  settled  with  France  die  inietesis  of 
Ureat  Britab.  Secundly,  that  she  looks  upon 
tiie  interests  of  the  ocher  powers  eiig^ed  with 
her  in  the  war,  os  easy  Co  be  eiljosii-d ; since, 
tlie  king  ntfers  to  ihegreacrst  paic  of  ibma 
very  near  nhnt  they  liiivc  deiimuded,  auil  to  all 
ft  just  and  rcasmmble  saiisfuction.  I’kirrllv, 
that  she  will  set  about  aeconraiudaiiog  tbe  af- 
fairs of  her  allies ; and  that;  tu  prevent  all  tlie 
obstructioDS  wiiicli  the  events  of  tbe  campaign 
might  occasion  of  tlie  negotiations  of  (mce, 
she  bad  agreed  nith  the  king  to  a siupensiou  of 

Ibe  coaditkins  specified  in  tbe  memorial,  are 
demands  relating  to  Nortli  Ameri^  to  com- 
merce, and  the  suspension  of  orms. 

In  tbe  article  concerning  Cnaunerce,  it  n 
said.  That  several  points  relating  tn  trade  re- 
quiring a longer  ducoseion  thun  the  preseot 
crisis  would  admit,  and  tbe  queen  beins  niucb 
more  intent  upon  securing  liie  general  peace, 
than  any  particular  advaucagas;  demands  at 
pment  only  the  two  following  conditions. 
Firvt.  that  cummissaries  should  m named  oa 
hath  -.irtes  to  meet  at  London,  there  to  examine 
and  Bvttle  tbe  duties  and  impositinna  to  be 
paid  respectively  bi  each  kinedom.  Secondly, 
that  no  piiiileees  or  advantages,  rtlating  to 
commerce  with  France,  shall  be  yielded  to  any 
foreign  nation,  which  shall  not  at  the  same 
time  be  gr.uueil  to  tlie  subjects  of  her  Briianuie 
majesty;  os  likewise,  no  privilege  or  advan- 
tage, in  reluiiun  in  tlie  trade  nf  Great  Britain, 
shall  be  yielded  to  niiy  foreign  nation,  which 
shall  not  at  ibe  same  lime  be  granted  to  the 
subjects  of  France. 

As  CO  the  Suspeniion  of  Anns,  her  majesty 
will  consent  it  sbnll  be  made  for  two  moiiihe.- 

Erovided,  first,  that  within  die  said  tern  die 
iiig  of  Spain  slutll  either  make  the  renuncia- 
tion demtmded,  or  shnlJ  yield  Spain  t»  the 
duke  of  Snvny,  upon  ihc  condilinns  mentioned 
in  Mr.  St.  Jiiiiii'a  letter  of  the  99(h  of  April 
O.  S.  Sec.mdiy,  llwt  the  French  garrlxou  siiall 
evacuate  Dsukirk,  ant]  tlm  queen’s  troops  be 
admitted,  Cibe  same  dny  that  the  suspensiun  nf 
aims  shall  ciimuienee.  Thirdly,  that  in  case 
tbe  States  general  shall  at  tbe  same  time  coo- 
sem  CD  thesuspeiisiouof  urns,  it  seems  reason- 
able eliey  should  have  (he  liberty  of  putting  a 
garrison  iota  Cambray. 

Upon  these  condiuons  yonr  Committee  can- 
,tii«<*«»nibtteprfti  in- 
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■tilled  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  (hat  the 
jp«Kt  Btlvtintt^es  in  trade  and  commerce  $«• 
cured  to  Greet  Britain,  were  the  chief  ioduce- 
meots  CO  the  ministry  cu  engage  in  these  mea- 
sures with  Frauce,  it  is  here  deciared  they 
were  more  intent  upon  tJic  general  peace,  than 
any  particular  advantages.  And  whereas  it 
was  laid  dawn  as  a principle  from  which  the 

Jueen  would  nerer  depart,  that  the  bterests  of 
r/eat  Britain  should  in  the  first  place  be  ad- 
jesce'l ; and  the  great  advantages  stipulated 
ibr  tliese  nation^  before  (he  conclosiou  of  the 
peace,  were  to  justify  the  peace,  and  all  the 
steps  that  were  taken  to  procure  it;  it  is  now 
evident  chat  no  mention  was  made  of  our 
trade  in  Spain ; and  for  our  commerce  in  ge- 
neral; the  sealing  of  that  was  postponed,  and 
all  points  in  dispute,  betwixt  Great  Britain  and 
France,  were  to  be  referred  to  commissaries  ; 
which  proposition  was  not  demanded,  but  vo- 
luacorily  olTered  by  Mr.  St.  John. 

On  the  8th  June,  N.  S.  1713,  M.  de  Torcy 
sends  an  acconne,  " That  the  king  of  Spain, 
of  the  two  propositions,  bad  cboseo  to  keep 
Spain  and  the  ladies,  and  to  renounce,  for 
bunself  and  his  descendants,  tlie  right  to  the 
cruwD  of  France.  This  princip^  obstacle  to 
the  peace  being  removed,  the  king  of  France 
expects  chat  the  queen  will  now  clear,  nn  her 
side,  the  rest  of  the  difficulties,  which  mny 
obstruct  this  great  work ; by  making  such  de- 
cleraiioDs  as  bod  been  promised  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  courier  from  Madrid,  and  as  are  ne- 
cessary for  this  end.  The  king  thinks  the  first ' 
and  most  urgent  is,  to  settle  a suspensioo  of 
arms,  either  general,  or  at  least  between  the 
two  armies  in  the  Low  Countries,  which  may 
continue  till  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,” 

On  the  lOth  June,  N.  S.  M.  rie  Torcy  ac- 
knowledges the  receipt  of  Mr.  St.  John’s  letter 
ofcheS4Ch  of  May,  O.  8.  together  with  the 
memorial ; and  sends  another  Memorial  in 
answer  to  it,  coutaining  the  king  of  France’s 
answer  to  these  last  demands  pf  the  queen. 
No,  S3. 

He  takes  notice,  that  the  letters  from  the 
army  mention  a design  to'  invest  Quesnoy,  in 
order  to  besiege  it ; but  the  king  cannot  think 
that  the  queen  approves  of  such  an  undertaking, 
much  less  that  her  troops  shall  be  employed  to 
render  it  succeafui : He  concludes,  cliat  if  a 
suspension  is  not  immediately  made,  we  may 
find  nurselres  indispensably  drawn  into  tome 
great  event,  which  be  hopes  (be  secretary’s 
prudence  and  care  will  prevent.  And  although 
in  the  answer  to  the  queen’s  demands,  noibing 
material  chat  wns  ukM  for  oar  trade  in  North 
America  is  granted,  the  evacuating  of  Donkirk, 
and  admitting  an  English  ^rrison  is  not  agreed 
to,  and  the  receiving  a Datch  garrison  into 
Ctunbray  is  ubsolutely  refiised,  which  were 
proposed  as  conditions  of  the  suspension  of 
arms,  M.  de  Torcy  hopes  that  this  return  to  the 
queen's  demands  will  occasion  no  new  trouble, 
but  os  Che  beginning  and  whole  coarse  of  this 
negntiaiion  was  carried  on  upon  the  toaajUe, 
and  a muceal  ennfidcac%.  of.  nlutb  they  had 


seen  tlie  good  effects;  it  is  necessary  to  banish 
all  distrust,  and  the  queen  to  repose  an  intire 
confidence  in  his  majesty,  without  insisting  on 
demands  wliicb  may  serve  only  to  create 
jealousies. 

On  tlie  6(h  June,  O.  S.  Mr.  St.  John  owns 
the  receipt  of  M'.  de  Torcy’s  two  letters  of  the 
8th  and  10th  June,  N.  S.  nod  says,  ” although 
the  King  of  France  had  not  auswered  the 
queen’s  demands  according  to  expectation, 
which  were  tlie  condiiioiis  on  wtiich  die  queen 
was  to  mnke  such  peremptory  and  decisive 
declarations : yet  the  queen  would  nut  defer 
going  that  duy  to  parliament,  and  makiug  all 
the  declarations  that  were  necessary  to  render 
die  nation  unanimously  inclined  to  (he  peace ; 
that  she  hod  not  indeed  mentioned  to  the  par- 
liament (he  suspmsinn  of  arms,  bat  bad  com- 
manded hint  to  acquaint  M.  de  Torcy  with  the 
resolutions  she  had  taken  in  relation  to  it,  and 
iosisting  upon  the  renunciation  as  the  capital 
point  of  the  negotiaiiun ; and  for  which,  her 
majesty  would  rather  depart  from  almost  all 
the  points  that  had  been  agreed  upon,  than 
leave  that  to  any  uncertaioty.  Upon  this 
fbundadon  the  qneen  hopes,  that  the  must 
Christian  King  will  not  find  any  thing  offensive 
in  the  demands,  which  she  found  herself  obliged 
CO  renew,  being  coudicioos  for  a suspensinn  of 
arms  between  die  two  armies  in  the  Nether- 
lands; which  if  the  king  consents  to,”  SBjs 
Mr.  St.  John  to  M.  de  Torcy,  “you  have  only 
CO  sigq  and  send  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  who, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  takes  possession  of 
Dunkirk,  will  declare  to  the  allies,  that  he  has 
orders  to  act  no  further  against  Fruuoe.”  He 
acquaints  him  (hat  “ Lord  Strafford  was  going 
back  to  Utrecht,  that  the  instructions  he  was  to 
carry  will,  according  to  your  desire,  put  the 
queen's  plenipotentiaries  in  a condition  to  keep 
no  longer  those  measores  to  which  they  have 
been  hitherto  obliged  to  submit,  but  from 
hencelurtli  they  mayopeuly  Join  with  those  of 
France,  and  give  law  to  cliose  who  will  not  sub- 
mit to  just  and  reasonable  conditions;"  and 
promises  when  lord  Scroffurd  goes,  he  will  dis- 
patch another  courier  to  inform  him  of  the  or- 
ders he  carries. 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  insert 
here  and  extract  of  a letter  from  the  earl  of 
Strafford  to  Mr.  Sl  John,  of  the  30th  of  Apri^' 
1713,  N.  5.  “Thos  you  still  see  the  temper 
here,  and  the  time  it  wilt  naturally  take  to  get 
the  Dutch  (if  they  will  at  last  settle  a plan) 
before  it  can  be  done.  You  see  the  events 
we  are  exposed  to  by  the  operations  in  (he 
field  the  mean  time,  and  you  have  it  by  this 
time  in  your  power  to  terminate  all,  nnd  even 
to  scop  the  operations  of  the  army  for  a montii, 
till  the  nego.uation  is  ended  one  way  or  other: 
There  is  no  pretence  now  it  can  be  a prejudice 
to  us,  should  a cessation  be  made;  fur  the  ftr-. 
mer  pretences  are  out  of  doors,  of  its  being 
impotiible  Ibr  the  French  to  make  magnxines 
for  (heir  aroiy  ts  take  the  field  as  soon  us  oun 
and  haring  burnt  those  magatines  at  first  ^ 
firmed  ,inip«Hfcle  8orip.aBae,:foR  us  by  that 
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means  to  be  masters  of  besieging  either  Cam- 
bmjf  oc  Arras,  and  our  army's  marebing  to 
Paris  is  etopt  at  least  fur  this  summer  jii  all 
appearsuce.  Tbe  Freach  are  now  better  posted 
than  we  arej  their  army  is  mncli  stronger. 
We  cannot  match  to  surprize  them  in  other 
parts  of  their  lines  till  we  hare  green  femge, 
which  won't  be  up  these  three  weeks  at  soonest. 
They  have  all  tbeir  troops  up,  and  we  want  a 
great  part  of  ours,  especially  die  imperialists, 
who  it  is  sgid,  cannot  join  the  anny  in  a month 
yet ; so  that  now  the  advantage  ol  a cessation 
of  arms  is  on  our  side,  if  they  will,  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  consent  to  it.  If,  upon  these 
and  other  considerations,  a cesm^ii  is  thought 
in  England  uecessery,  the  queen  must  not  pro- 
pose'it,  but  at  the  same  time  ^ rcsolv^  to 
put  it  in  execstioD  on  her  side,  if  agreed  to 
by  the  French ; becatiso  suqh  a proposition 
will!  be  sure  to  meet  with  opposition,  unless 
Lacked  with  resolution,  and  may  have  the  ef> 
feet  of  making  those  who  delight  in  war  uu- 
dertakc  with  so  much  the  greater  precipitation 
some  desperate  attempt.”  Upon  whut  ground- 
less aUegatiuiis  tbe  earl  of  Strsfiurd  did  here 
advise  a suspension  of  arms,  is  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Tbe  Articles  for  a Suspension,  signed  by 
Mr.  St  John,  June  the  Gtli,  O.  S.  and  tbe 
Answer,  signed  by  M.  deTorcy,  June  tbe  29d, 
1712,  N.  S.  are  annexed.  No.  84. 

The  uext  (lay,  June  the  7ih,  O.  S.  Mr.  St. 
Jolin  writes  a private  letter  to  M.  de  Torcy, 
expressing  die  utmost  coohdence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  most  cbruiiaa  kingj  thinks  it 
necessary  to  hasten  the  peace ; tells  him,  it 
would  fr^hien  the  Dutch  to  be  told  the  queen 
will  act  no  luogec  against  France ; and  that  if 
they  do  nut  hasten  to  make  tluir  agreement, 
they  will  have  a burthen  upon  ibrir  backs 
which  they  are  not  able  to  bear. 

On  the  same  day  Mr.  Sb  John  sends  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond  copies  of  these  two  last 
letters,  andoftheMemorial  sent  to  the  marquis 
de  Torcy.  “ They  have  been,”  says  his  lord- 
ship, “ prepared  by  the  queen’s  order  in  an- 
swer to  tbe  last  express  which  came  from 
France,  nod  yon  will  perceive  by  them,  my 
lord,  Umt  (be  queen  insists  on  the  execution  of 
die  article  relaiipe  to  Spain,  and 'on  the  de- 
livery of  Dunkirk,  as  points  without  w&icli 
abe  will  not  declare  for  a cessation  of  arms  in 
the  Netherlands;  but  if  these  couditions  ore 
accepted,  and  sent  signed  by  the  marquis  de 
Torcy  to  your  grace,  and  Dunkirk  put  into 
your  possession,  you  ore  publicly  to  own  that 
you  can  act  no  longer  against  tbe  French.  If 
they  are  not  consented  to,  yoa  are  intirely  free 
from  reitraiiit,and  aialiberty  to  take  all  rea- 
sonable measures  that  ore  in  your  power  for 
annoying  tbe  enemy.  It  is  probable  the  mar- 
shal ViUars  may  receive  the  orders,  which  will 
be  sent  him  from  Versailles,  within  a day 
after  this  letter  will  come  to  your  bands.  Your 

trace  will  therefore  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  I 
im,  that  your  expectation  of  hearing  from  his  ' 
court  that  which  must  detuaine  jour  pro- 
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ceedings;  and  that,  according  to  the  king's  .. 
solution,  you  are  either  in  Took ' upon  your- 
selves on  both  sides  as  freed  from  any  rcstric- 
live  orders,  and  in  full  liberty  of  acting  ngamsc 
each  other : or  dial  you  are  openly  to  declaro 
for  acessatioo.” 

The  t 


think  It  uecessary  now  to  go 
a little  back,  and  observe  what  Oidvrs  and  in- 
structions had  beeu  given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
and  what  accounts  be  bad  sent  of  his  pro- 
ceedings during  the  time  tho  correspondence 
relating  to  the  renonciaiion  was  carrying  on. 

On  tbe  ISihof  April  1713,  N.  b.  his  In- 
structions ere  sigOM  by  ibe  qoeen.  No.  35. 
He  is  ordered  to  repair  first  to  the  Hague,  and 
to  see  the  pensionary,  before  he  puts  hiioself 
at  the  lieail  of  tbe  troops ; to  express  to  liim 
the  queen’s  resolution  of  pressing  the  war 
with  all  possible  vigour;  to  assure  Jiiiu  he  is 
prepared  to  live  io  a perfect  good  enrresuon- 
dence  with  all  the  generals,  and  particularly 
with  these  of  the  states ; to  iofoim  himself 
what  plan  has  bem  agreed  fur  the  operation  uf 
the  campaign  ; And  as  soon  ns  he  arrives  at 
tbe  frontier,  to  meet  with  prince  Eugene,  and 
such  of  die  generals  as  shall  be  in  the  secret, 
and  with  them  to  concert  die  proper  measures 
for  enieriog  upou  action. 

Yoor  Committee  conceive  these  Instructions 
signed  by  her  majesty  must  be  the  rule  of  bis 
grace's  actions,  till  couutermaoderl  ur  revoked 
by  i^nal  authority,  there  being  no  Mneral  di- 
rection in  them  to  follow  such  furdier  orders 
as  he  should  receive  from  a secretary  of 
state. 

Oh  the  94th  of  April,  N.  S.  The  duke  of  Or- 
mond gives  the  secretaiy  on  accooat,  “Tbat 
acconfing  to  his  instructions,  he  had  given  the 
pensionary  nil  die  assurances  of  carrying  on 
the  war  with  vigour,  and,  and  actii^  in  confi- 
dence  witb  all  tbe  allies,  and  more  especially 
the  Dutch ; which  were  received  with  the 
greatest  professions  of  duty  and  respect  to  her 

"S'  SOtb,  die  dqke  of  Ormond  bad  been 
in  conierenci.  with  the  council  of  state,  where, 
bis  grace  says,  there  were  great  expressions  of 
duty  to  ber  majesty.  They  told  him  there  was 
no  particular  resolution  taken  as  to  the  ope- 
ration of  tbe  campaign,  but  left  it  to  their  ge- 
nerals, who  with  cneir  deputies  are  to  act  in 
concert  with  die  generms  of  the  allies,  and 
tbat  they  had  given  orders  to  tbeir  geuerals  to 
live  in  a good  correspondence  with  his  grace. 

On  the  35tb  of  April,  O.  S.  which  mast  be 
observed  was  before  it  was  knowa  France  bad 
agreed  so  much  sis  to  propose  to  the  king  of 
Spain  the  alternative  of  tbe  two  montreoies, 
which  was  nut'dll  the  18th,  of  May,N.  S.  Mr- 
St.  John  b^iis  to  give  the  duke  of  Ormond 
some  distant  hint  of  the  scene  tbat  was  oAer- 
wards  to  he  opened,  and  tells  him,  “ The 
queen  inclines  to  be  of  opinion,  tlmt  all  the 
.troops,  whether  subjects  or  fiirelgnets,  belong- 
ing to  ber,  should  be  immediairiy  under  his 
grace’s  coinmand.  There  may  have  been  for- 
medy  ^asoufi^r  luio^a  differeiit  meihod,  uuk 
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there  seems  at  present  to  be  tome  oV  n very 
strong  nature  lot  tskiiig  clin,  end  perhaps 
these  ma\  e>t-ri  dt^grutv  still  stronger.  lo- 
simtstescLt.miin)  bereason  lo  be  jtnlDui  of 
prince  liusent ; end  on  this  occision  Ills  grace 
u directed  lu  be  iiinre  cautious  for  soDie  time 
ofeiigegiog  ill  an  aciiiiii,  unless  in  the  esse  nf 
BTerv  apparent  and  cuntidernble  advantage, 
upon  pretenve  of  •vaiting  till  the  Geimnii 
cro'tps  were  all  arrived,  that  dire  taaj  Imve 
tbeir  share,  if  ti.ere  i'  to  he  an;  actiun.” 

On  the  9th  ui  Muv,  N.  S.  Tlie  duke  of  Or- 
mond uckiiowleilges  ihe  rereiptoftwo  letters 
fntni  Mr  St.  John  uf  the  Idib  and  22d  of 
April,  ueitlier  of  h IiIcIi  appear.  But  his  grace 
ca;b  in  ausner  to  the  secretary,  “ 1 am  uf 
your  opinion,  iliat  a battle  won  or  lost  would  at 
this  lime  make  rer;  great  alterations  in  the 
treaties  now  on  foot ; But  ynu  rememher  tbni, 
in  my  instructions,  I am  ortlered  to  act  in  enn- 
JunctioD  with  thealliesin  prosecalingthe  war 
with  vigour ; so  that,  should  there  happen  n 
fair  opportunity  to  attack  ibe  enemy,  1 cannot 
refuse  it,  if  proposed  by  the  prince ' and  States. 
But  1 hope  to  liavc  the  messenger  befure  the 
armies  are  formed,  which  will  be  in  S or  4 
days.” 

On  the  13ih  of  May,  N.  S.  The  duke  of 
Ormond  expresses  still  the  same  nueasiness, 
wishes  to  bear  from  England  that  the  peace  is 
near  concluded,  but  hopes,  if  it  be  delayed,  ive 
cball  have  the  good  fnrtune  lo  force  the  French 
to  comply  ntiib  the  queen's  denianils. 

But  nis  grace  was  now  soon  put  out  of  his 
paio  by  die  order,  mentioued  before,  of  May 
the  lOih,  O.  5.  not  to  engage  in  any  siege,  or 
hazard  a battle. 

On  the  S.5tb  of  May,  N.  9.  The  doke  nf 
Ormond  writes  two  letters  to  Mr.  St.  John,  a 
private  letter  and  a public  letter.  In  the  hrai, 
wbicii  was  his  private  letter,  and  nil  nriile  in 
bis  own  hand,  “ his  grace  acknowledges  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  urders,  not  to  engage  in  siege  or 
bn^e  ; to  which  be  promises  an  exact  obedi- 
ence, aud  to  keep  secret  his  haviag  receired 
any  such  command,  nod  will  endeavour  to 
hinder  its  bebg  suspected.  But  prmce  Eugene  . 
and  the  States  having  proposed  lo  attack  the 
enemy,  or,  if  that  be  found  too  hazardous,  to 
besiege  Quesnoy,  his  grace  fears  it  will  be  very 
didiculc  fur  him  to  disguise  the  tree  reason  of 
his  Opposing  all  proposals  that  shall  be  made  far 
undertaking  any  diing,  having  no  excase  for  de- 
lays, all  the  troops  we  expected,  and  the  heavy 
cannon,  being  to  be  here  on  Saturdnv And 
he  says  if  he  could  have  found  foragefaere,  be 
would  have  maiie  some  pretence  to  delay  the 
march,  thougii  the  dispositions  of  it  were  made 
before  he  received  this  letter. 

But  on  the  same  day  his  grace  writes  ano- 
tbur  public  letter  to  Mr.  St.  Johu,  after  be  had 
received  the  letter  of  the  lOib,  as  is  expressly 
said  ; wherein  he  takes  no  nmice  of  his  orders 
not  to  engage  in  siege  or  battle,  but  speaks  of 
his  having  reviewed  the  English  troops,  and 
found  them  in  so  good  a cnndition,  that  must 
eonvince  ttU  sbsinllinbufv  ^i»ndlif3S  tbSiORH-. 


plaints  ate  that  have  bean  made  of  our  back- 
wardness, of  which  be  says,  I believe  you  will 
now  bear  ao  more.”  He  goes  on,  “ if  we  find 
an  opportunity  ta  brine  cii«  enemy  to  a battle, 
we  shall  not  decline  it.’’ 

Ontiie  28tliiif  May,  tlibduke  of  Ormond, 
in  his  Utter  iti  Mr.  St,  Johu,  tays,  *'  Yesirrdny 
priuce  Eugene  and  ibe  States  deputies  iiesired 
thnt  I wuuld  ciiuseiil  to  send  the  quarier-nias- 
lers  to  view  the  French  camp  ; which  I could 
not  refuse,  wtciiuiic  giving  them  soma  suspicion 
ol  uliHt  1 iim  ordered  CO  disguise ; hut  1 was 
sure  chat  nothing  of  action  cnuld  luippen,  the 
eu'einy  Iwing  behind  the  Schelde.  The  dstacb- 
lueut  thnt  with  them  were  forty  squa- 
drons, and  ail  the  grenudien  of  niy  army  (e 
support  them  and  make  good  their  retreat, 
should  the  enemy  have  ecdeavoaced  for  to 
linve  attacked  them.  They  went  as  fur  (I  mean 
th?  iiorse)  as  Catelet,  where  the  right  of  the 
enemy's  army  lies,  and  ore  come  hack  without 
seeing  any  uf  the  French  ou  our  side  the 
Schelde. 

“Ttic  distance  between  the  head  of  the 
Somme  and  thnt  of  the  Scbelrle  is  not  nbove 
H league  and  n half,  wliicli  is  a jilain ; and  the 
enemy  have  uoc  yet  ofiered  to  thrust  np  ant 
retrenchment:  may  be  tn-morMw  they  will 
begin  to  work,  since  they  have  seen  nur  trnopa 
reconnoitring  tliat  way.”  Prince  Eugene  and 
the  deputies  being  Co  dine  with  bis  grace  the 
uext  aay,  lie  was  under  apprehensions  they 
would  prdss  him  to  undertake  sumeihihg  im- 
mediately, which  it  would  be  very  bard  to  con- 
ceal die  true  reason  oThis  refusing,  having  no 
reasonable  excuse  for  it 

In  this  letter  his  grace  gives  an  account  of  a 
letter  that  lie  had  received  from  Mnresehal 
Villars,  and  the  austrer  that  liis  grace  wrote  to 
the  MareschnI, 

Tliis  Correspondence,  wliich  on  both  sides  is 
insisted  upon  to  be  kept  as  the  most  ah'Olute 
secret,  is  founded  upon  a pnsccripi  iu  Mr.  St. 
John’s  letter  uf  May  the  lOlh  to  the  duke  of 
Ormond;  wherein  he  tells  Ills  grace  “ Com- 
mimicattOQ  is  given  of  this  order  to  the  cnnrt 
of  France;  so  that  if  Marescbol  Villars  takes 
any  private-wBy'Qoticc  nf  it  to  you,  yonr  grace 
will  answer  accordiugly." 

^ytlie  3Jth,  N.  iS.  Maierclial  Villars  ac- 
quaints his  grace,  “ That  he  hud  the  king’s  or- 
ders, and  the  qneen  of  Engisiid’s  conseut,  to 
write  to  bim  as  soon  os  he  received  the  cou- 
rier; and  whatever  glory  is  to  lie  acquired  aguiost 
a general  whoso  valour  is  so  well  known 
among  them,  he  desires  them  to  be  assured  that 
he  never  received  move  agreeable  news  tlmn 
that  they  were  to  be  no  longer  enemies.”  , 

The  duke  of  Ormond  in  answer  acquaints 
bim,  That  he  had  received  orders  from  the 
queen  upon  the  some  subject,  to  which  he 
would  not  fail  to  confurm  hiiiuelf  ia  ibe  most 
exact  manner. 

This  is  conformable  to  the  iucimation  given 
by  Mr.  St.  John,  Tiuit  if  Maresciwl  Villsrt 
Cakes  any  pnvuCe-way  notice  ijf  bis  orders,  htl 
iSmce  W8£  (4  aoswerB^du^nii 
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But  hii  grace  proceed)  further,  nod  sa^a,  ' 
“ The  raotioB  whicli'we  are  going  to  make  is 
principelly  for  the  subsistence  of  our  troops,  so 
that  you  need  nut  be  under  any  apprehensioii 
at  this  March;  at  least  lean  answer  for  the 
queen's  army,  which  1 have  the  lionuurto  com* 

Ynur  Committee  is  at  a loss  to  account  for 
this  transaction,  unless  bis  grace  had  orders  not 
only  to  act  tigainst  France,  but  to  give  the 
French  general  intelligence  of  all  that  was  de- 
signed in  the  confederate  army. 

The  report  being  made  hj  the  quarter  mas- 
ters general,  who  went  with  the  ileiachment  to 
view  the  French  camp,  and  the  overture  be- 
tween the  sources  of  the  Somme  and  Schelde, 
and  they  idi  ngreeing  that  the  ground  was  ns 
ailvaotagenus  as  could  be,  their  situation  being 
such  as  gave  an  opportunity  of  falling  upon 
their  hank  and  rear,  it  wns  proposed  to  the 
duke  of  Ormond  to.  march  without  the  least 
delay  to  the  enemy,  and  to  attack  them. 

What  his  grace  did  upon  this  occasion  is 
best  to  be  learnt  from  bis  own  words,  in  his 
letter  ofMny  the  2dch  to  Mr.  St.  John.  “ You 
may  easily  imagine  the  difficulty  that  I was 
under  to  excuse  the  delaying  a matter,  which 
according  to  the  iafumiatioiis  1 had  from  the 
quarter  masters  general,  and  several  other  ge- 
neral officers  chat  went  out  with  the  detach- 
ment, seemed  to  be  so  practicuhlr.  The  best 
excuse  I could  make  wasiord  StralTurd'ssuddeii 
vt^age  to  Eoglaud,  which  gave  tne  reason  to 
believe  there  must  besuraething  of  consequence 
transacting,  whiph  a delay  of  four  or  six  days 
would  bring  to  light;  and  therefore  I desired 
they  would  defer  this  undertaking,  or  nay  other, 
uutil  I should  receive  fresh  letters  from  Eng- 
land.’’ 

Yoar  Committee  cannot  better  represent 
the  favourable  opportunity  that  was  here  lost 
to  the  common  cause,  uml  the  advantage,  or 
rather  deliverance,  that  was  secured  to  the 
common  enemy,  than  in  a letter  from  the  de- 
puties of  the  States  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
Junetbe  4th,  N.  S.  No.  3G. 

I'faese  Kepreseniations,  and  the  pressing  in- 
stances iDudc  by  Prince  Eugene,  are  enter- 
lained  liy  Mr,  Sc.  John  as  afiecicd  alsrmsnnd 
clamours  raised  with  mudi  industry,  but  such 
as  gave  her  majesty  no  nnensiness  whatsoever, 

But  they  began  to  make  soitie  impressians 
open  the  duke  ofOrmond;  he  grew  sensible  of 
the  ill  -blcod  and  dissatisfaction  caused  among 
the  allies  by  (he  measures  he  was  obliged  to 
take,  who  did  not  atick  to  say  we  nere  betray- 
ing them.  He  send)  an  account  that  Prince 
Eogene  and  the  States  deputies  bad  resolved 
to  besiege  Quesnoy,  which  place  was  that  day, 
June  the  8ch,  N.  S.  1712,  invested ; and  though 
he  had  nothing  tu  do  in  the  operation,  he  could 
not  refuse  Amtishing  some  troops  in  the  States 
pay,  but  had  avoided  giving  auy  in  ibe  queen’s 
wh'ole  pay. 

We  are  now  come  again  to  the  7th  of  June 
O.  S.  when  Mr.  St.  vFrlm  sent  to  (be  duke  of 
Ormoiid  his  letieht  Olvtbf.'  7t  b W'rJii 

VoL.  VII. 


de  Torcy,  and  cite  last  articles  proposed  by 
Great  Uritmii  for  a suspension  of  arms ; and  it 
is  to  beobserved,  that  liitherto  it  was  an  entire 
secret  beiweeu  the  English  and  French  courts, 
and  their  two  generals,  that  neither  siege  or 
battle  was  to  be  engaged  in  by  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond. Prince  Eiigeue  mid  the  whole  confe- 
deracy were  as  yet  amused  with  hopes  that  the 
duke  uf  Ormond  might  be  perimcred  in  some 
degree  to  comply  with  his  instniccipus,  and  the 
solemn  and  repeated  assurances  that  had  been 
given,  to  actio  cnujuiiclion  with  the  rest  of  the 
allies:  but  the  time  was  now  come,  when  the 
secretary’s  core  and  prudense  was  to  deliver 
the  French  king  from  the  apprehensions,  under 
which  M.  de  Torcy  bad  so  often  declared  him 
td  be  for  the  events  of  this  campaign ; autl  al- 
though tlie  suspension  of  arms  wns  pressed  and 
insisted  upon  by  France,  and  was  to  be  granted 
purely  for  the  sake  and  preservation  of  the 
French  amiy,  which  in  all  reason  should  have 
brought  them  to  a compliance  with  the  de- 
mands sent  from  Engladd  ; yet  so  very  tracta- 
ble did  ourministiy  prove,  that  France's  re- 
fusing the  conditions  at  first  proposed  forgrattt- 
ingn  suspension  of  arms,  had  uo  other  effect 
but  to  make  us  lower  the  terms  upon  which 
they  were  to  accept  what  could  be  no  advan- 
tage to  F.nglund,  but  was  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  France. 

VVhrn  Uiese  last  conditions  were  sent  to  th« 
duke  of  Ormond,  with  the  orders  that  alteiided 
them,  it  is  lo  be  observed,  that  Mr.  St.  John 
declared  the  queen  insist^  on  the  execution 
of  the  article  relating  CO  Spain,  and  on  the  de- 
livery ofDiinkirk,  as  points  vrithouc  which  sbs 
would  not  declare  for  a cessation  of  arms : so 
that  if  these  conditions  were  not  absolutely 
consented  to,  if  the  answer  from  France,  wfaicJi 
wns  to  determine  the  duke  of  Ormond's  mea- 
sures, was  not  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  and 
Dunkirk  was  not  put  into  possession  of  the 
duke  of  Ormoud,  his  grace  was  at  intire  liberty 
to  act  against  France  ; but  upon  tliese  condi- 
tions the  duke  uf  OrmoadwBS  ordered  imme- 
diately toileclareacessalioa  ofarms. 

The  Coiuiniciee  cannot  hut  think  this  order 
in  itself  of  a very  extraordinary  nature,  although 
conditional ; and  the  ministry  seem  in  very 
great  haste  to  give  all  up  iiitn  the  hands  of 
France,  when  the  queen’s  general,  at  die  head  of 
a confederate  army  in  the  field,  at  chat  tune 
covering  a siege,  which  the  allies  were  ongiigeil 
in,  sliould  bo  ordered  to  govern  liitnseif  oc- 
cording  to  such  significations  as  should  come 
from  the  cuurt  of  France,  aud  those  transmitted 
liim  by  Che  general  commanding  the  enemy's 
array,  whose  duty  it  was  by  force  or  scratsgeni 
to  raise  the  siege,  or  gain  any  advantage  he 
could  over  the  dlies. 

On  the  2*d  of  June,  N.  S.  an  Answer  to  die 
Proposals  Iasi  sent  over  was  iransmirted  to 
'.Mr.  St.  John,  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  with  two 
alterations,  one  no  less  material,  thud  whereas 
it  was  demanded  that  the  reiiiriiriiition  should 
be  ratified  in  the  hiosi  solcinu  maimer  by  the 
' Ff«iilc*y  ‘orifioh  M'  > .beta  riuenuoned 
CO 
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before  as  one  of  tlie  cliief  securities  to  make  it 
as  ciTectual  as  an;  tiring  could,  it  is  here  sub- 
stituted, that  it  shall  be  registered  in  the  se- 
veriU  parliameiiU:  nnd  to  the  article  of  Dun- 
kirk, IS  added,  Tlietail  the  king's  othcers,  both 
klid  and  sea  officers,  shall  have  liberty  to  stay 
nt  Dunkirk,  and  to  execute  their  several  offices. 
And  uir  the  same  day,  M.  de  Torcy  writes  two 
leitois  tu  Mr.  St.  Juliu,  the  one  u (lublic  letter 
ex^iluining  ut  large  die  alterations ; the  other 
n private  letter,  tu  prevail  « itl|  him  to  consent 
to  these  iiltc-mtiuns.  Audit  may  be  here  ob- 
served, that  there  are  several  instances  of  such 
a private  correspoiideoce  carried  on  between 
tlic  two  secretaries. 

At  the  same  time,  a copy  of  the  ATemorial 
and  the  Answer  was  sent  to  die  Mareschal 
Villars,  who  with  his  Letter  of  the  9icti  of 
JunOrN.  S.  sends  the  copies  to  the  duke  of 
Unnmid,  and  tells  him  the  originals  were  seat 
to  England  ; and  doubts  but  but  the  suspeusion 
of  amis  would  immediateiy  take  effiict. 

But  it  appears  by  the  duke  of  Ormond's 
letter  to  Mareschal  Villars,  of  the  25th  of  i 
J^oe,  Tliat  these  were  only  copies  and  not , 
sj^ned,  for  his  grace  says,  “ It  were  to  be  , 
wished  clut  M,  de  Torcy  liad  given  iilinself  the 
trpuhleto  sign  llieni,  as  being  more  agreeable 
to  his  grace's  instructiuus ; but  that  he  may 
uot  stop  so  good  n work,  by  difficulties  and 
scruples,  he  will  nut  insist  upon  formality  : he 
promises  to  go  immediately  to  prince  Eutienc 
ami  the  States  deputies,  to  persuade  them  to 
ftbandon  the  enierprize  upon  Quesnoy,  and 
to  declare,  * That  in  case  of  a refusal,  he  shall 
bo  obliged  to  witlidraw  the  queen’s  army;  and 
as  soon  as  the  troops,  which  be  should  detaoii 
for  that  purpose.had  taken  possession  of  Dun- 
kirk, the  suspension  of  arms  shall  cake  p'tace.” 

On  the.Sfth  ofJuue,  the  duke  ofOrmoud 
gives  Mr.  St.  John  an  account,  That  he  had 
been  with  Prince  Eugene,  and  iLe  States  de- 
puties, and  hud  acquainted  them,  that  the 
French  kingliaving  agreed  to  several  articles 
^demanded  by  the  queeH,  as  the  foundation  of  a 
cessatiun  of  arms,  he  could  no  longer  cover  the 
siege  of  Qoesnoy:  but  was  obliged  by  his  in- 
strucikms  to  march  with  the  queen’s  troops, 
and  tlioee  in  Iter  majesty's  - pay,  and  to  declare 
n cessatiun  of  arms  as  soon  as  the  town  of  Dun- 
kirk was  delivered  up. 

The  duke  of  Ormond  imviug  had  this  con- 
ference with  prince  Eugene,  and  the  States  de- 
puties, according  to  liis  pr.im'^,  sends  a se- 
cond letter  111  Mareschal  Villars  of  the  same 
date,  and  tell.s  him,  he  upprehends  lhat  the  gc- 
netali  of  the  auxiliaries  paid  by  the  queen, 
will  not  Icovr  Prince  Eugene's,  army  without 
particular . orders  fioui  their  respective  luiis- 

An  account  of  this  being  sent  to  the  court-of 
France,  M.  de  Torcy  dispatches  an  express, 
June  the  27tli,  N.  S.  and  declares  if  the  foreign 
troops  in  English  pay  did  nut  abandon  prince 
Eugene's  army,  tiie  eonditioii  upon  wliicli 
Dunkirk  was  to  lie  delivi^eil  beinu  not'per  . 
fonned,  itVouidi'bi^akivasoaill.de^'ffik'  Bogwud  ij 


to  insist  chat  Dunkirk  shouiti  be  given  into 
their  hands;  end  appeals  to  the  title  of  tlie 
memorial,  diat  imported  a cessation  ofarms 
between  the  two  armies  in  the  Netherlands: 
he  insists,  that  positive  orders  be  sent  to  ihe 
duke  of  Ormond,  to  withdraw  all  the  troops 
in  English  pay  ; and  when  these  orders  slinll 
have  been  punctually  comiiiied  with,  the  king 
will  perform  his  promise  of  delivering  Dunkirk. 

-The  duke  of  Ormond  bavins  already  declared 
absolutely  to  the  allies,  that  he  could  no  longer 
cover  lire  siege  of  Quesnoy,  remains  in  a state 
of  inaction,  though  it  is  plain  by  bis  orders  he 
was  now  free  from  all  resirniirt,  the  answer  not 
being  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  as  was  expressly 
required,  some  material  nllerations  being  made 
in  the  conditions  reiatiug  to  Spain,  winch  bis 
gmee  hud  then  iiu  notice  that  the  queen  con- 
seuced  to,  and  Marcscliul  Villars  refusing  to 
give  hio)  ll>e  possession  of  Dunkirk,  which 
were  declared  points  without  which  the  queen 
would  notcoiibeut  to  a cessation  of  arms. 

And  tliai  die  duke  of  Ormond  was  himself  of 
ibis  opinion,  it  evident  from  his  own  letter  to 
Mr.  Si.  John  of  June  the  29ch,  N.  S.  wherein 
he  excuses  his  deferring  separating  the  troops 
and  marching  towards  Dunkirk,  until  he  had 
sufficient  assurance  that  place  would  be  sur- 
rendered to  hiin : nod  iWii  bis  grace  says, 
“ Tlie  contrary  appears  now  so  evidently,  that 
I should  look  upon  my<elf  immediately  at  li- 
berty to  act  in  conjunction  witli  the  allies : but 
I do  not  take  upon  rne  to  make  a step  ofsuch 
consequence  without  the  queen's  particular 
orders,  which  I shall  expect  with  the  greatest 
impatience." 

These  unexpected  resolutions  of  the  foreign- 
ers in  the  queen’s  pay  not  to  abandon  their 
allies,  and  leave  them  at  the  mercy  of  the 
French  army,  very  much  disconcerted  our 
measures  hero  for  a short  tiaic ; but  en  June 
the  20;h,  0.  S.  (No.  a?,)  Mr.  St.  John  writes  to 
M.  de  Torcy,  “ That  the  accounts  from  the 
duko  of  Ormond  were  conformable  to  what  be 
had  sent,  which  gave  the  queen  a sensible  dis- 
pleasure ; but  as  iier  majesty  had  taken  a tirm 
and  unalterable  resolution  not  to  yield  to  any 
difficulties,  he  doubts  not  to  succeed,  and  be- 
lieves AI.  de  Torcy  will  be  cuuviuced  of  this 
truth  when  he  has  read  over  this  letter:  That 
he  had  just  then  cold  the  ministers  of  those 
princes  who  have' troops  in  the  queen’s  pay,  lhat 
unless  Uiey  obey  the  duke  ofOrn;iond’s  orders, 
tier  majesty  v<ill  take  it  as  adeciaration  againsf 
her,  aiirl  from  that  lime  they  shall  not  be  paid : 
That  if  the  French  king  will  deliver  Duiikiik, 
the  duke  of  Oimoiid  shall  retire  with  the  Ei>g~ 
lisb  troops,  and  all  those  fiireiguers  that  will 
obey  him,  and  declare  tlie  queen  will  act  no 
longer  against  France,  nor  pay  those  timt  will, 
:uid  will  make  no  difficulty  to  conclude  imme- 
diately a separate  peace  with  Fiance,  leaving 
the  allies  a tune  wherein  they  may  have  liberty 
to  submit  to  such  conditions  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  betwixt  the  queen  and  the  most  Christian 
king.  See,  sir,  the  peace  in  the  King's  hands; 
.'iftiie  dul»  oi'.^niihhtrBVi'uoiiea^iy  consents  to 
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the  suspension  of  arms,  our  first  project  pro- 
ceeds; if  they  wiii  not  consent,  the  Engltsli 
troops  will  withdraw,  liiid  leare  the  foreigners 
Cn  seek  lor  their  subsistence  from  the  States, 
who,  very  far  from  being  able  to  fiirniali  new 
expellees,  are  not  capable  to  support  wimt  they 
have  already  upon  their  hands.  In  short,  Bri- 
tain retiring  from  the  theatre  of  the  war,  and 
leaving  it  to  those  that  are  in  no  coiidiiioii  to 
nialte  head  against  France,  the  peace  may  be 
concluded  between  the  two  crowns  in  a few 
weeks.  I'liese,  sir,  are  ibe  propositions  which 
the  Queen  commands  me  to  make,  and  believes 
the  king  of  France  will  find  his  account  at 
least  as  much  the  Inst  way  as  the  first.  lie 
once  more  desires  him  to  send  iiii  express  to  the 
duke  ofOrmond,  that  he  may  know  how  to  re- 
gulate liis  conduct;  am]  if  he  signifies  to  him 
Uiat  the  king  has  given  orders  to  the  governor 
of  Dunkirk  to  admit  the  English,  his  grace 
will  immediately  do  all  that  he  has  said,  fie 
oerjuaints  him  further,  That  the  queen  was  re- 
solved to  send  the  earl  of  StraObrd  ionnediately 
to  ilie  army. 

On  the  same  day  Mr,  SL  John  sends  a copy 
of  this  letter  to  the  duke  of  Ormond ; and  to 
ahew  his  own  opinion  of  this  extraordinary 
piece,  in  n postscript,  he  says,  “ I need  not 
caution  your  grace  that  the  inclosed  for  M.  de 
Torcy  is  fit  to  fall  under  the  eye  of  no  person 
whatsoever  hut  yourgrace.” 

As  for  his  Instructions  at  this  critical  con- 
juncture, they  are  such  as  her  majesty  thought 
deserved  seii'ding  the  earl  of  Strailbrd  on  pur- 
pose to  the  nrinv ; und  liis  grace  is  ordered  to 
give  Mareschal  Villars  an  account  of  (he  endea- 
vours the  queen  bad  used  to  subdue  the  obsti- 
nacy of  those  who  refosed  to  obey,  and  of  his 
expectations  to  hear  from  hun  on  un  express 
sent  (0  France;  and  a second  time,  according 
to  what  was  said  to  M.  de  Torcy,  bis  grace  is 
ordered,  if  he  receives  an  acenuot  from  the 
court  of  France  that  her  majesty's  last  proposals 
are  agreed  to,  and  orders  dispatched  for  the 
surrender  of  Dunkirk,  without  any  more  to 
d(^  to  declare  the  suspension  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  to  keep  the  whole 
body  that  shall  obey  his  orders  intire,  and  to 
withdraw  in  the  best  manner  his  circumstances 
will  allow. 

Tliis  ofier  was  no  sooner  received  in  France, 
but,  without  the  loss  of  one  moment's  time  ac- 
cepted and  consented  to,  as  M.  de  Torcy  ac- 
quaints Mr.  St.  John,  July  5ih,  N.  S.  He  takes 
care  to  mention  very  particularly  all  the  lea- 
sons  and  engagements  which  had  been  so 
plainly  and  explicitly  proposed ; and  upon 
condition  (hat  the  queen  does  immediately 
make  a separate  peace,  keep  no  measures  with 
her  allies,  nut  only  leave  them  a time  to  submit 
to  the  conditiuus  that  shall  be  agreed  upon  for 
them  between  Frauee  and  England,  the  king  of 
France  hath  determined  to  send  bis  orders  to 

Enit  the  Englisb  Lreops  to  enter  into  Dun- 
; and  at  the  same  time  a courier  was  dis- 
patched to  Mareschal  Villars  to  carry  him  these 
orders.  And'asvii  geaeratiosseui^<drom’udiii 


hostilities,  both  by  land  and  sea,  between  the 
two  natimis,  lind  been  proposed  by  England 
till  their  ireatics  could  he  finisiurd,  the  king  of 
France  with  ilie  ssme  readiness  agrees  to  liint. 

This  account  was  no  sooner  received  in  Eng- 
land, but  fresh  orders  are  sent  lo  tlie  duke  of 
Ormnncl,  as  soon  as  lie  shall  hear  lhat  the  go- 
vernor had  received  orders  to  cvecnate  Dun- 
kirk, and  to  admit  the  queen's  troops  into  ilm 
place,  without  losing  a inoment,  if  lie  had  not 
already  done  it,  todeclereasuspensioii  of  arms ; 
and  to  wiihdrawall  the  English  troops,  and  such 
others  as  would  obey  his  orders : and  lest  any 
accident  might  still  obstruct  this  project,  his 
grace  by  Mr,  St.  John  is  told,  he  must  observe 
that  the  order  is  positive,  and  that  no  case  can 
possibly  happen  in  winch  her  majesty  will  al- 
low that  any  other  measure  should  Iw  taken; 
and  Mr.  St.  John  is  much  concerned  that  ihe 
earl  of  Strafford  will  arrive  at  the  army' later 
than  was  to  be  wished,  froni  whom  his  grace 
was  to  receive  those  lights  and  iDformations  for 
his  guidance  ia  this  nice  conjuncture,  that  he  is 
amply  instructed  to  give  him. 

Oil  the  12th  July,  N.  S.  Lord  Strafford  nr- 
rives  in  the  camp ; on  the  I-ltli,  Prince  Eugene 
sends  the  duke  of  Ormond  word  by  an  Aid  de 
Camp,  That  be  intended  to  march  the  next 
muruitig,  wiili  a design,  as  was  supposed,  to 
attack  Landrecy.  I'he  duke  of  Ormond  is 
much  surprised  at  the  message,  refuses 
to  march  with  him,  or  to  give  him  nay 
assistance  from  the  queen’s  troops,  hue  lets 
the  prince  know,  that  when  he  marched,  his 
grace  should  be  obliged  to  take  the  best  care 
lie  could  for  the  security  of  the  queen’s  troops, 
and  to  change  his  camp  in  order  to  it. 

On  the  Slime  day  Mareschal  Villars,  giving 
the  duke  of  Ormond  an  account  that  he  had 
sent  by  colonel  Lloyd  orders  fur  ilie  delivei  y of 
Dunkirk,  says,  “ Perniic  me  sir,  to  have  the 
liouour  to  tell  you,  though  it  be  very  advanta- 
geous not  to  he  obliged  to  engniie  the  bravest 
Qud  boldest  of  our  enemies,  yet  it  is  very  im- 
portant to  know  those  that  remain  Su  ; and  I 
take  the  liberty  to  desire  you  will  du  me  the 
honour  CO  send  me  word  whni  troops  and  nimc 
generals  will  obey  your  orders,  because  the 
iirat  attempt  the  enemy  mnkes,  I will  not  lose 
one  moment  to  meet  them : The  king  gives  me 
a liberty  to  fight,  which  nothing  Imc  die  nego- 
tiation has  hitherto  prevented,  and  which  the 
army  under  iny  command  has  a gre.nt  desire  to 
make  use  of,  I think  Ihe  work  is  finished,  if 
the  army  wliicli  is  under  your  orders  obeys 
tiient.  ’This,  then,  sir,  is  no  indiscreet  curiosity, 
that  I presume  to  desire  you  to  give  me  some 
lights  upon  the  doubts  nhiob  I nin  in,  1 shall 
be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,  if  by  the  re- 
turn of  this  trarapet  you  will  linnour  me  widi 
one  word  of  nn^wer,  upon  the  lights  which  I 
have  desired  of  you.  You  will  give  meleave  to 
join  CO  this  pacquee  o letter  from  my  lord 
' Strafford.”  On  the  15th  of  July,  the  duke  of 
Ormend,  in  answer  to  this  lelier,  says,  “I 
should  be  glad  I were  nt  present  in  a capacity 
co  sine-  yovi-all  idtn  but  it  U 
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7«t  impnwibte  for  me.  NocwicliEtanding  I was 
unnillm^  CO  dc!a;  sending  biiol:  die  trumpet, 
to  let  YOU  know  I am  well  assured  I shall  be 
uipable  ol'  telling  you  lo-iuumiw,  pnrticolarlj 
nhat  troops  ivill  ri  innin  under  my  command. 
As  to  (lie  suspension  nf  arms,  ynu  already 
snow,  sir,  lliat  according  to  my  orders  I can- 
not declare  ii  in  liinn.till  I am  assured’ die  go* 
aemnr  of  Dunkirk  shall  have  executed  all.thc 
king's  urdm,  fur  die  evacuation  of  (he  place.” 
Uis  grace  adds,  “ In  (lie  mean  time  you  will 
tu-ree  with  me,  sir,  dint  the  said  suspension  bus 
alreaa^' Its  effect  on  my  side,  sincel  havejust 
DOW  mfurmed  priilce  Eugene  and  the  States 
deputies,  llmt  in  case  they  sliiiuld  undertake 
any  new  operation,  1 conld  not  give  them  any 
assistance  inth  tlie  iiiieeo’snnuy.''  > 

On  the  Iddi,  the  duke  of  Ormond  writes 
again  to  Mareschut  ViUars,  and  says,  Yonr 
truiupetjuft  now  put  into  my  bends  the  honour 
of  your  lei  ter  of  the  15di,  and  I am  now  to  ac- 
quit inyseli  of  the  pruniise  I made  yon  yester- 
day. Prince  Eugene  is  Inarched  diis  morning, 
and  all  the  Foreign  troops  have  quitted  us,  ex- 
cept one  battalion  uiid  lour  tquaHnms  of  (lol- 
stein,  and  tivo  squadrons  of  Wslef.”  ^e  adds, 
*'  Tilings  iiarmg  passed  iis  1 hnvc  the  honour  to 
tell  yuu,  J thought  myself  obliged  to  acquaint 
you  of  it  8-a  soon  ns  pubible,  and  as  I obserrUl 
ts  you  yesterday,  the  suspension  of  arms  has  al- 
ready its  effect  dh  iny  pair,  by  the  separadmi 
1 have  made  of  <be  queen's  troops,  and  all  her 
artillery,  from  those  prince  Eugene ; and  by 
ray  declaring  to  him,  1 could  give  bira  no  as- 
eistance,  and  that  the  payment  of  the  foreign 
groups  is  stopped ; and  that  by  consequenoe 
there  is  fallen  upon  the  emperor  and  Holland  a 
burthen  they  will  not  be  lung  able  to  support: 
1 trust,  sir,  to  yoar  good  faith,  and  shall  to- 
ZRori'uw  make  a movement  tii  put  myself  into 
another  siioation,  and  1 hope  I shall  have  news 
from  Dunkirk,  that  will  authorize  me  to /de- 
clare the  suspension  of  arms. 

On  the  BDuie  dayMuresotialVillars acquaints 
the  duke  ofOnnuiid,  that  the  governor  of  Dun- 
kirk wus  Diekiiig  the  necessary  preparations  to 
evacuate  that  place;  he  tells  his  grace,  “ For 
my  part,  sir,  as  1 alre.idy  reckon  you  for  our 
1 am  nut  at  :dl  in  tmsie  to  have  you  further 
off;  you  are  at  your  own  liberty  to  come  near 
us,  and  encamp  on  the  king's  territories,  wbere- 
everyou  shall  think  proper."  Upon  this  the  duke 
of  Ormond  the  duy  after  ordered  a cessation  of 
arras  to  be  proclnmied  by  sound  of  trumpet. 

Had  the  first  design  luken  elftct,  which  wn> 
depended  upon  by  France,  and  so  far  pre- 
Biiuied  by  Eiiglund  ns  to  be  undertaken  for, 
that  all  the  foreigners  inthc  quean's  pay,  ihnt 
oomposed  the  duke  of  Ormond's  amy,  should 
separate  and  withdraw  from  the  rest  of  the 
allies,  it  is  notorious,  tlint  from  that  instant 
prince  Eugene's  whole  unny,  unless  they  sub- 
mitted to  ihesanie  nieiaures,  had  been  left  nt 
the  mercy  of  the  French  army  to  La  cut  in 
pieecs,  nr  made  prisoners  at  the  will  ofMares- 
chal  Villnrs,  which  liml  left  the  queen’s  troops 
in  BO  beuef'a  -^o  litiVo'  tho  ^fi- ' 


vilege  of  being  last  destroyed;  yet  all  the  al. 
lies,  whose  honour  and  conscience  would  not 
permit  them  to  abandnu  their  coulederaies 
and  leave  them  as  a sacrifice  to  France,  were 
punislied  by  England,  with  ilie-  loss  of  their 
pay  and  subsidies,  which  was  alt  that  was  in 
the  power  of  the  ministry  to  do,  to  shew  their 
reseutiDOot  at  this  gie.it  disappointment  to 
‘the  mcuiuresof  France. 

This  march  uf  prince  Eugene  lord  Strafford 
thought  might  be  earned  upon  them;  and  he 
prevailed  with  the  duke  uf  Urmoiid,  in  a incs- 
sage  to  prince  Eugene,  to  say,  liis  marcliiiig 
without  cuncert  uiili  as,  and  ail  the  queen's 
auxiliaries  marching  from  us,  exposed  os  so, 
that  wc  have  been  obliged  to  bead  lo  the  Freocli 
to  deolnre  with  us  a Cessation  of  arms ; no- 
thing less  could  put  the  queen’s  trvops  in 
safety;  fur  though  matters  fell  uus  so  pat, 
without  this  we  must  have  declared  for  the  ces> 
satiQD,yei  why  should  wcdoc  turn  all  this  mat* 
ter  upon  tbemf” 

The  Cominiiiee  bad  not  thought  it  wocih 
their  while  to  take  notice  of  such  ^an  idle  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  (be  senses  of  maukind, 
if  they  had  not  been  induced,  by  another  pas- 
sage in  the  same  letter,  to  (hmk  it  deserved  some 
observation  ; where  lord  Stn^ord,  giring  uo 
account  of  what  passed  upon  the  separation, 
says,  all  the  English  seem  rqoiced  to  march 
being  weary  of  (hesitaalioii  they  were  in,  and 
the  reproaches  they  met.wiili  in  the  great 
army ; There  are  two  or  three  faces  very  sour ; 
the;  sigh  and  wish  the  Hanoverians  had  not 
separated  from  us,  but  I shall  cell  them,  per- 
bapsi  it  may  be  better.  He  nioy  see  by  this 
time  (be  wrong  advice  be  has  followed,  since 
all  must  lay  the  blame  of  tlie  separation  upon 
lihn.  But  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the 
scorn  and  contempt  which  his  lordship  was 
ready  to  express  upon  the  like  occasions;  for 
July  (he  16th,  1712,  giving  «n  account  of  a 
conversution  with  M.  Bealau,  the  elector  of 
Hanover’s  general,  wherein  liit  lordship  de- 
clared, that  the  queen  had  yet  neither  made 
pence  nor  truce,  which  declaration  was  made 
near  a month  after  the  articles  for  a suspension 
of  arms  were  signed  ; and  his  lordship  repre- 
senting  the  great  danger  tlie  queen's  truupv 
were  exposed  to,  by  being  left  alone  in  tlicir 
camp,  wben  prince  Eugene  marclied  : - ond 
M.  Bcalau  replying,  in  case  of  any  attack  ii>ey 
had  hheo  sure  of  their  assistance  nnd  protec- 
tion, bis  lordship  says,  “ hly  answer  was  in  a 
diidaiofiil  nay,  It  wuidd  be  a very  odd  tiling 
when  an  elector  of  tlie  empire  sliuuid  be  sufi)- 
cient  protection  to  Great  Britain  s aud  De- 
cember the  i-ith,  1712,  lord  Strafford  in  his 
letter  (n  Mr.  8c.  John,  says,  count  Ziiixcudorf 
owned, it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  war 
alone,  especially  since  the  decior  of  Hanover, 
who  was  the  greatest  hero  for  the  war,  hw 
threatened  the  States  to  recall  his  troops»  » 
they  did  not  pay  him  the  queen's  share  of  thn 
subsidies  ; — In  short,  count  Zinzendorf  hiso»«l' 

, could  not_  but  laugh  at  the  lidicuious^  way  of 
' ilt«beedlnji'of  that 'tiwikct  " 
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Tiie  armies  bein;  now  separAleii,  and  the 
suspension  of  anus  declared,  ^our  Committee 
think  It  necessary  to  reotpitulaie,  in  what 
manner,  and  by  what  steps,  tliisfuul  cessation 
wus  procured. 

Time  it  was  infinite  advantage  and  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  allairs  of  France,  and 
llierefore  insisted  on  by  France,  is  very  evi- 
dent ; and  it  is  as  t-ertain,  that  the  En|lish 
ministry  guve  early  into  it,  if  they  were  not 
the  first  advisers  of  it : for  which  no  other  ac- 
count need  be  required,  but  that  as  all  their 
measures  tended  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  queen’s  enemies,  they  could  not  fail  to  be 
zeaiuus  ill  a point  wliich  contrihuteil  more 
to  those  views  than  any  one  occurrences  dur- 
ing the  whole  negotintion;  but  as  they  all 
along  wanted  appearances,  and  consulted  them 
more  than  any  real  advantages  to  the  kingdom, 
they  thought  it  necessary  to  annex  some  con- 
ditiuus  to  this  important  Article,  that  might 
pass  upon  the  deluded  people  as.  a justificuiion 
of  this  unprecedcoted  treachery. 

TheDcmoliiiun  of  Dunkirk  was  always  so 
popular  a point,  that  BOlhing  could  strike  the 
miugiiiations  of  the  people  more,  tlinn  to  be 
told  that  this  important  place  was  delivered 
into  the  queen's  possession : This  step,  liiey 
thouglit,  well  improved,  would  recommend  the 
peace  itselG  ativasc  juUify  the  cessation.  And 
as  the  nation  had  ooihingmore  at  heart,  thnn 
tile  disposition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  after 
llie  renunciation  liad  been  industriously  cried 
up,  unri  the  queen  had  declared  from  the  throne, 
that  France  and  Spain  were  thereby  more  ef- 
fectually divided  than  ever,  these  two  articles 
were  made  the  esseutial  conditions  of  granting 
a cessation  of  arms:  For  the  latter,  France 
easily  consented  tu  it,  liavlsg  declared  it  to  be 
null  end  void  bv  die  faiidntneotal  laws  of 
Freuce:  For  the  first  it  is  evident  how  unwil- 
liugly  France  was  brought  to  surrender  Dun- 
kirk, but  ihisthe  ministry  were  resiilvcd  to  pur- 
chase at  any  rate,  as  what  tvoultl  most  easily 
amuse,  an  j sensibly  aifect,  the  iiatiun ; and 
therefore  to  obtain  tills,  tbey  engaged  not  only 
to  grant  a cessution  of  arms,  but  to  conclude  a 
separate  pence. 

Tlie  pi'ospuct  of concluriinga  separata  peace, 
and  the  obtaining  immediately  a cessation  of 
arms,  which  answered  all  the  purposes  of 
France,  almost  as  well  as  a separata  peace,  by 
leaviing  the  whole  cenfcileracy  in  their  power, 
and  ut  their  mercy,  were  so  great  temptatiuns, 
to  France,  that  the  sorrencTer  of  Duokirk  is 
agreed  to ; but,  if  we  come  to  consider  what 
England  gained  by  granting  this  fattd  cessation, 
we  shall  find  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk  sup- 
plied by  a new  canal  more  beneficial  to  France, 
and  formldubie  to  the  uavigation  of  Great 
Sriulo,  than  Dunkirk  ever  was;  and  for  the 
reouticiation,  we  were  cold  by  France,  we 
should  deceive  ourselves  if  we  accepted  it  as 
an  expedient  to  prevent  the  anion  of  the  two 
monarchies. 

Your  Committee  cannot  close  th«r  Obser- 
vations upon  illid'ftihiul»iEibie  iTti," 


without  inserting  another  letter  that  wos  Wrote 
by  llie  duke  of  Orinuiid  to  my  lurdBulinhroke. 
'I'tie  Dutch  It  seems,  encouraged  by  liie  success 
of  dieir  enierprize  upon  tore  Knoeque,  had 
formed  a design  for  surprising  Newport  or 
Furac^  which  his  gt'oee  Imving  intelligence  of 
thought  proper  tu  write  the  following  letter, 
October  the  9lst,  171S,Co  iny  lord  Bolinbroke, 

“ I take  this  opportunity  of  an  express 
wliich  brought  me  some-  letters  this  morning 
from  Oscend,  and  is  returning  thitlier,  to  ac- 
([uaiiit  your  lordship  with  an  affair  wliich  has 
been  comuiunicaced  to  me  by  a person  who  is 
very  well  inclined  to  her  majesty’s  service; 
your  lordship  will  best  judge  of  theimporUince 
of  it,  and  the  use  tiiat  is  to  be  mude  of  k, 
when  1 tell  you,  that  the  successor  the  enter- 
prize  upon  KuQcque,  lus  encouraged  clie  form- 
ing a project  for  surprising  Nieuport  or  Fumes, 
and  iliac  the  fortifying  Dixmude,  Is  made  use 
of  asapreteoce  for  drawing  togethera  body  of 
troops  sofiicient  to  put  the  design  in  execution  ; 
if  it  be  thought  more  for  iicr  majesty’s  service 
to  prevent  it,  I am  humbly  ui'  opinion  some 
means  should  be  found  tu  give  advice  of  it  to 
theinarahol  Villars,who  may  possibly  think  we 
owe  him  that  good  ofbee,  in  requital  of  some 
informations  your  lordship  know  she  has  given 
me,  with  a design  to  serve  her  majesty  and  the 
nation : 1 am  not  yet  at  liberty  to  acquaint 
your  lordship  with  the  name  of  my  author, 
who  desires  the  whole  matter  may  be  managed 
wiib  ihegrealestsecrecr,  which  is  a caution  I 
know  I need  only  mun'rion  to  your  lordship. 

The  great  step  of  the  cessapon  was  no 
sooner  taken,  the  suspension  declared,  and 
Dunkirk  delivered  up,  hut  M.  de  Torcy  calls 
upon  Mr.  Sc.  John,  to  perform  Ills  promise  of 
conclnding  a peace  between  Franco  and 
GreatBritain  in  a few  weeks,  wiilch  he  thinks 
can  meet  with  no  diSicultics,ull  the  conditions 
of  peace  with  FlngUmd  being  regulated,  nnd 
the  intentions  of  the  king,  touching  the  gene- 
ral peace,  known  to,  and  lie  thinks  he  may  any 
approved  by,  her  Britannic  majesty.  M.  de 
Torcy  then  proposes  the  method  of  regulating 
the  suspeiuion  by  sea,  and  Insists,  that  during 
the  smpensioti,  eillier  general  or  particular, 
tlie  traosporMtion  of  neither  troops,  ammu- 
nition, nor  provisions,  shall  be  allowed  into 
Portu^,  Catalonia,  or  any  other  place  where 
the  WOT  continues.  Pnequet  boats  between 
Doverand  Calais  are  to  be  immediately  set- 
tled for  the  general  easa  of  correspondence  ; 
nmltbe  suspenslonof  armsto  be  published  in 
Portugal  and  Cotalnnia,  without  waiting  till  it 
shall  be  settled  at  Utrecht. 

All  these  proposals  from  France  are  very 
readily  asteiUed  to  ; ami  Mr.  St.  John  tliinks 
the  queen  in  a condition  not  to  lose  a mo- 
ment's time  in  concluding  with  the  ministers  of 
France,  the  convention  fora  geueralsuspeasion 
of  arms,  both  by  sea  aud  land,  and  even  liie 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
France. 

Mr.  St.  John  then  opens  to  him  the  mea- 
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dukaofSavoy;  “Of all  the  allies,’'  says  be, 
“ ilicrc  is  nuue  nhiwe  interest  the  quceii  has  sn 
much  at  heart,  as  the  duke  of  Saroy's;  He 
iiopes  the  most  Christian  king  will  act  in  cnn> 
cert  'rith  her  sajesty,  and  omit  nothing  th.tt 
inny  engage  bis  royiU  highness  to  come  into 
all  our  incuiures,  and  that  may  protect  him 
from  the  iasults  of  the  imperialists  for  su  doing ; 
and  amoDg  other  adTancages  proposed  for  liim, 
be  lays  it  down  as  a principle,  that  it  is  neither 
fur  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  nor  France, 
that  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  should  be  given  to 
the  bouse  of  Austria,  atid  therefore  demands  it 
for  liie  duke  ofSavoy,  and  declares  (he  queen 
will  ituc  desist  from  tliis  demand." 

This  concern  of  the  British  ministers  for  the 
duke  of  Sat'oy,  who  is  represented  as  the  ally 
whose  iiiteresc  the  queen  natb  most  at  heart, 
your  Committee  is  at  a loss  to  account  for. 
The  French,  as  appears  byA  letter  of  the  bishop 
of  Bristol,  to  Mr.  St.  John,  of  tlie  3Cii)  April 
J7 13,  bad  actually  oScred  Sicily  to  the  entpe* 
ror.  The  duke  of  Savoy  himself  diil  not  re- 
lish this  proposition,  as  appears  by  lord  Peter- 
borough’s letter  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  the  34th 
Sept.  1713,  in  which  bis  lord$bip  represents 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  expressing,  that  he  was  not 
so  vainly  impatient  of  the  title  of  king,  as  to 
Jose  or  hasard  auy  real  interest  for  an  empty 
tmuie:  but  that  he  thought  it  much  more  ex- 
traordinary, that  a prince  beaten  ten  years  to- 
gether  by  his  enemies,  should  retuniu  at  last 
with  the  prize  so  cuntended  fur,  and  which  so 
ofteu  by  parliament  had  been  declared  the 
justand  unavoidable  motive  of  the  war;  Again 
in  lord  Peterborough’s  letter  of  Nov.  loih, 
1712,  to  Mr.  St.  John,  he  affirmed,  that  no- 
tiling  cau  represent  the  uneasiness  of  mind  of 
ifae  duke  of  Savoy,  after  these  oifers  bad  been 
made  him  ; To  calm  this  uneasiness,  and 
to  fix  hisroyal  bighnessin  the  measures  of  the 
ministry,  it  was  necessary  (hat  lord  Feterjho- 
rough  should,  in  a meinorial  given  to  him,  re- 
present, that  his  royal  highness  in  refusing  these 
offers  must  fall  out  ivith  the  ooeen,  and  the 
Engiivli  ministers,  whom  iiis  lordship  cudea> 
Tours  to  excuse  ^om  the  reproaches  cast  di- 
rectly upon  them,  as  if  they  were  persons  de- 
voted to  France.  That  for  the  support  of  what 
was  proposed,  a suUfcicnt  fleet  shoald  be  fui> 
uislicd  either  by  En^and  or  France,  or  by 
both  powers  jointly  ; and  that  his  royal  biglt- 
ness  should  be  guaranteed  and  protected 
against  any  .power  that  sboold  oppose  tills  pro- 
ject, or  should  insnk  him  for  having  accepted 
these  offers.  The  arguments  of  tlie  English 
ministers  did  at  length  prevail  with  his  royal 
hjghnkss;  and  if  the  view  of  die  said  ministers 
was  effectually  to  disable  the  emperor  fruui 
supporting  hicnself  against  France  aller  our  se- 
paration, by  lurcing  into  the  interest  of  France 
an  ally  so  considerable  as  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
it  must  be  coufessed  these  measures  were  ex- 
tremely well  calculated  fur  such  on  end ; but  it 
does  not  appear  to  yourCominittce  bow  Eng- 
land came  to  be  so  far  concerned  in  tills  maner 
Of  to  offer  its'  'ba-- 


tnrally  must  have  en^ed  ns  in  a war  against 
the  emperor.  'Phis  lorwardness  of  (he  ministry 
in  offering  to  make  England  guarantee  for  con. 
ditioiis  advantageous  only  to  France,  seems  ilie 
more  extraordinary,  when  they  observe,  that, 
during  the  whole  course  of  this  negotistion, 
they  find  no  endeavours  used  to  procure  a 
guarantee  of  our  confederates  to  secure  die 
protestant  succesMon,  which  bad  been  ad* 
dresseil  for  by  botli  Houses  of  Parliament ; nor 
do  they  observe,  that  die  king  of  Sicily,  for 
whom  so  much  was  done,  was  ever  requested 
to  be  guarantee  for  (lie  said  successiou. 

'fhe  dreadful  consequences  of  the  separation 
of  the  armies  were  nuw  sensibly  felt  in  the  un- 
fortunate action  nt  Dcuain,  wliere  Mareschal 
Viliars  on  the  3'fth  of  July,  N.  S,  nttacked  lord 
Albemarle's  camp,  which  lie  forced,  took  biia 
prisouer,  auil  entirely  defeated  all  the  troops 
under  his  commanit ; ,V1.  dc  Turcy  immediately 
sends  an  account  to  Mr.  St.  John  of  this  agree- 
able news,  and  says,  “ The  king  of  France  is 
persuaded,  that  (he  advantage,  which  liis  troops- 
have  obtained,  will  give  tlic  queen  so  much  the 
more  pleasure,  as  it  may  be  a new  motive  to 
overcome  the  uhstiiiacy  of  (be  enemies  to 

Your  Committee  could  not  with  patience 
read  a letter  from  a miniaier  of  France,  de- 
claring to  the  secretary  of  state  of  England, 
that  a victory  obtained  hy  the  queen's  enemies 
over  her  good  allies,  must  be  a pleasure  or  sa- 
tisfaction to  her  majesty.  But  at  that  time 
the  French  thought  Uiemselves  so  sure  of  the 
British  ministry,  that  they  depeud  upon  ibcir 
assistance  CO  push  this  advantage  against  the 
confederates  still  farther ; and  M.  de  Torcy 
says,  he  hopes  the  queen  will  effectually  bring 
them  to  reason,  in  agreeing  immediaccfy  with 
the  king,  the  last  measures  that  are  to  be  taken 
for  finishing  this  work.  She  has  the  means  in 
her  own  hands,  if  slie  will  make  use  of  Ghent 
and  Bruges,  which  her  troops  possess,  and  es- 
pecially of  Ghent;  for  it  depends  upon' who- 
soever is  roaster  of  chat  place,  to  make  all  the 
designs  of  the  enemy’s  genereU  miscarry,  and 
Co  give  law  to  the  Dutch. 

Neither  was  M.  de  Torn  singular  in  bis  opi- 
nion about  the  action  ail)enam;  Mareschal 
Viliars  would  not  lose  a moment  in  giving  the 
duke  of  Ormond  an  nccoiint  of  tliis  uews:  he 
ascribes  the  victory  to  the  separation  of  il>e 
brave  English,  and  insults  the  allies  as  common 
eueuiies,  that  roust  now  be  sensible  >$liat  wroog 
measures  they  Lad  taken  -.  in  this  tnaaner,  and 
to  this  effect,  Marescfinl  Viliars  thiuks  proper 
to  write  to  tbe  duke  oV  Ormond ; and  at  tlie 
same  ciroe  the  Mareschal  desires  his  grace  to 
transmit  tliis  accoonc  to  the  French  pienipo- 
ceoiiaries  al  Utrecht,  and  to  make  a tliousand 
compliments  from  him  to  lord  Strafford. 

Anti  iliai  tliere  might  beno  part  of  the  world 
where  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  English  mi- 
nistry CO  assist  ibeir  new  friends  tbe  French, 
at  iheexpeaceofcheir  old  allies,  M.  de  Torcy 
further  proposes,  that  the  queeu  should  put  a 
' stop  td  eotiat  Stai-eniberg’s  projecs  in  Cataloniej 
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by  sending  orders  to  her  troops  in  Terragona, 
not  to  let  the  Geromiis  into  that  place ; anil 
not  content  with  being  aided  and  assisted  all 
that  was  possible  hy  laud,  he  further  desires 
tlial  express  orders  might  be  sent  (aud  through 
France  as  the  sliortest  way)  to  llie  English  men 
of  war  that  were  then  cruising  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, to  suffer  llie  French  altips,  that  were 
then  reluming  from  the  Levant,  to  pass  un- 
molested ; which  was  uo  souner  asked  than  i 
coinplieil  with. 

But  the  taking  possession  of  Ghent  and  Bru- 
ges was  not  only  the  desire  of  M.  tie  Torcy, 
but  was  supported  by  the  lulvice  of  the  earl  of 
Strafford  ; who  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  St.  John  of ' 
the  I7th  of  July,  I?  12,  says,  “ I am  for  having  ' 
the  duke  of  Ormond  send  some  party  on  pur- 
pose to  march  through  some  at  their  towns,  ' 
to  see  whether  or  no  they  would  refuse  them 
passage ; if  they  did,  tliac  might  authorize  us 
the  more  to  du  a thing  very  agreenhle  to  the 
queen's  troups,  and  what  I believe  you  would  ap- 
prove of.”  His  lordship  adds,  “ He  (meaning 
the  duke  of  Ormond)  is  very  hearty  in  every 
thing,  but  really  is  under  difficulties  with  those 
about  him ; those  that  are  able  are  not  yet  en- 
tirely to  be  relied  upon  ; and  those  that  ruiBhe 
be  trusted,  are  not  capable  of  giving  advice.” 

llnd  that  there  might  be  no  doubt  of  h's 
lordsltfp's  meaning  in  what  he  had  before  ad- 
vised, July  die  21st,  he  tells  Mr.  St.  .Tnhu, 
“ The  measures  I nieationcd  would  not  be  dis- 
agreeable to  you,  was  that  of  iharcliing  to 
Ghent,  which  we  have  now  so  well  executed 
tltac  we  ere  within  two  days  ninrcti  of  it, 
and  the  English  are  intire  masters  of  the 
citadel,  as  likewise  of  all  the  gates  of  the 
town ; and  have  orders  to  he  upon  their  gnard, 
not  to  let  thcmselvei  be  surprised  by  two  bat- 
talions, one  of  Dutch  and  one  of  VViilloons  in 
the  Conn,  nor  any  troops  sent  from  any  other 
place.  ’This  is  a coop  de  parti  for  the  States 
who  did  not  expect  it,  else  they  would  not  have 
behaved  themselves  with  the  hauteur  they 
lately  did ; the  tiling  was  so  well  and  secretly 
inunaged,  thnt  all  prepnrniions  were  made  to 
murch  about  to  Wqrueton  between  Lisle  and 
Ipres,  to  have  lived  upon  the  French  country 
and  till  we  liad  marched  a day's  march  on  this 
side  tlie  Scarp,  the  Dutdi  antf  their  friends  did 
not  perceive  ourdesign,  which,  as  soon  as  they 
did,  their  surprise  and  uneasiness  were  equally 
grant.” 

l\e  duke  of  Ormond  having  given  an  ac- 
count of  his  marcliioR  his  army  towards  Glienr, 
and  Bruges,  lord  Boiiiighroke  commends  his 
conduct,  And  tells  him  the  methods  he  hud 
pursued  vvsre  so  well  adapted  to  the  present 
coiijunctare  of  affairs,  ilmt  they  answer  in 
every  point  what  they  would  have  wished : 
that  the  news  of  Dunkirk  could  not  have  been 
followed  by  any  more  agreeable,  than  that  of 
liis  grace's  haring  diiecied  his  march  towards 
Ghent. 

And  on  the  3Sd  ofJuly,  O.S.  hislordship 
tells  Ills  grace,  That  taking  possession  of  Ghent 
•ud  Bruges  Imd'wipt^tsditeri^BejestyfsiviiNKSir 
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which  he  U ordered  to  secure  in  (lie  bHt  man- 
ner he  was  able,  and  doubts  not  but  it  will 
hare  a good  effett  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
allies, 

On'tlie  17th  of  July,  0.  S.  in  n letter  to 

M.  tie  Torcy,  lord  Bolinghrokc  recapitulates 
what  he  said  before  coiicenilng  the  duke  of 
Savoy;  and  as  a farther  motive  to  induce 
France  to  comply  with  his  demands,  he  repre- 
sents thnt  it  will  be  very  important  to  liave  his 
concurrence  both  in  the  suspension  of  arms, 
and  ibe  treaty  of  peace,  whicli  in  all  uroba- 
bilitywill  be  made  between  Britain,  France, 
and  Spain,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
other  allies  ; ami  that  Savoy's  declaring  fur  us 
will  he  a decisive  stroke,  and  the  more  neces- 
sary because  the  king  of  Prussia’s  couducc  has 
not  answered  the  queen’s  expectations. 

'Belure  this  letter  was  dispatched,  the  lord 
Bolingbroke  receives  M.  de 'rorcy’s  of  the  Cfith 

N.  S.  In  answer  to  which,  July  the  18lh,  O.  S. 
he  inrists  further  in  bebalfof  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
” tells  him  with  great  satisrariion,  That  the 
duke  of  Ormond  was  possesscil  of  Ghent  iind 
Bruges,  and  had  orders  to  be  upon  liis  guard 
aiul  secure  those  posts;  and  as  the  queen  em- 
hmeed  with  a great  deal  of  satisfaction  every 
opportunity  tiial  offered  to  do.the  king  a plea- 
sure, positive  orners  are  sent  to  admiral  Jen- 
nings to  suffer  the  French  ships  coming  iroiu 
the  Levant  to  pass  freely.” 

It  is  almost  incredible  lhar  rhe  F.nglish  mi- 
nistry,however  determincdihevwere  to  give  up 
the  liouour  of  the  queen,  and  niiercst  of  ikeir 
country,  in  following  tlie  dictates  of  Franca 
sliould  venture  to  do  it  in  cliis  o|>en  manner. 
All  that  had  been  hitherto  declared,  was  it 
suspension  of  anus  in  Flanders,  and  that  our 
CmoEs  were  to  act  no  longer  agninst  Franca  : 
but  here  by  the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Strafford 
at  the  desire  of  M.  de  Torcy,  cliey  are  to  keep 
posMSsion  of  Giient  and  Bruges,  in  order  to 
dtsappoiat  the  designs  of  the  enemies  of  Franco 
and  the  allies  of  the  queeu ; and  although  rhe 
suspension  of  arms  extended  as  yet  no  further 
than  to  the  two  armies  in  Flanders,  and  the 
general  suspension  by  sea  and  land  «as  not 
signed.till  the  19th  of  August,  N.  S.  lord  Boling- 
bruke,  on  the  18tb  of  July,  O.  S.  declares  he 
iiad  then  sent  very  positive  orders  to  the 
■tucen’s  admiral  not  to  intercept  the  French 
fleet  coming  trom  the  Levant. 

These  CuiMtaiit  compliances  in  the  English 
ministry  cncourageri  M.  de  I’orcy  to  believe 
they  would  now  slick  at  nothing  time  could  he 
pruposeri.  Ilcpressesagniii  the  cnueluding  the 
separate  peace  'between  England  and  France 
as  what  tliey  both  agreed  in  (o  he  the  most 
effeciual  wuy  to  make  the  rest  of  the  allies 
comply.  He  desires  that  llie  trniipe  in  Flnitders 
under  the  command  of  (he  duke  of  Ormond, 
mny  be  led  there  to  make  a gnod  use  of  the 
towns  whicli  he  was  in  iiosseuinn  of;  hiicas 
the  king  of  France  could  not  consent  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy's  liavingSicily.  except  the  elector 
of  Bavarin  has  also  ihc  NeLlierlnmls  besides 
Jnsivk>dt»riite)!'>'l>intkiakii^^ieiit)tietir>  having  » 


APPENIK.^ — N^oliaiimi/or  Peace ! 1715. 


xlvii]  APPEiSDIX.-— relating  te  the  . [xlriii 


good  array  in  Flanders  under  tlie  commaod  of 
(li'!  duke  of  Orraoiid,  may  tender  this  very 
practible;  and  as  die  queen  has  done  a great 
deal  for  her  uwn  uiigruterul  allies,  it  will  he  lor 
her  glory  ouir  to  contribute  to  cite  good  of  a 
crioee  of  so  umeli  mem  as  ilic  elector  of 
Bavaria,  »li(>se  acknowledgments  will  be  equal 
to  tlie  lieiieik]  he  shall  receive. 

But  this  wouhl  aot  pass  even  upon  the  nii- 
oiscry  of  Ureot  Britain  : the  giving  Flanders 
to  the  elector  of  Buv.iriu,  was  not  only  con- 
trary to  all  tiie  prupiisuions  of  peace  tliut  had 
been  made  aiul  puued  U tween  England  and 
France,  but  wiis  ivliai  would  absolutely  engage 
us  in  a new  wur  to  nblige  the  ImperiuJisls  and 
Dutch  to  agree  to  it ; niid  they  could  uot  think 
it  for  die  honour  or  intprest  of  die  queen  to 
to  make  war  opon  her  allies,  os  ungrateful  ns 
they  iiail  been,  in  favour  of  ibe  eieciur  of  B-t- 
vaiia  ; and  especially  conaidcnag,lhut  although 
we  could  aecure  Olieiit  and  Bruges  lor  him,  die 
allies  had  yetnii  army  in  Flnnderaso  considera- 
ble Iwih  for  the  number  and  goodness  »f  their 
troops,  that  they  were  able  to  dci'eutlthu  coii- 
qiiesc  they  had  made.  And  to  give  him  Sicily, 
which  was  likewise  demanded,  lord  Bolingbroke 
Lo|>es  it  will  not  be  iusislcd  on,  because  it 
might  be  thu  uccosicn  of  cootiuual  jealousies ; 
it  might  in  particular  be  the  source  of  disputes 
and  ipinrrels  betwixt  England  and  Fmuce, 
whose  strict  ubion  and  indissoluble  frieDilship 
were  the  points,  in  view  to  which  all  our  men- 
aures  lind  been  directed  for  so  long  a time. 
The  queen's  miuistets  tiiink  when  the  king  of 
France  has  made  all  roasunable  effuru  for  his 
allies,  he  must  do  something  fur  the  love  of 
peace,  nnd  ihatu  pardcuinrinteresc  shouldyield 
to  the  general.  “ You  canuot,”  says  my  lord 
Bolingbroke,  “ hut  feel  the  lorce  of  this  argu- 
ment, because  you  are  imt  at  all  ignorant 
thuc  this  negociution  wai  begun  and  carried 
nn,  upou  a supposition,  that  the  qiieeo  must 
desist  fnini  many  cooditions,  which  in  rigour 
she  was  obliged  to  procure  for  her  allies.”  He 
very  strongly  urges  the  necessity  of  coo- 
ciuiiing  inimedintely  the  peace  between  Eng- 
land, France,  and  Bpnin  ; but  absolutely  in- 
sists upon  Sicily  for  the  duke  of  Savoy. 

But  although  this  ncgocintion  was  carried  oa 
upon  n supposition,  that  ilie  queen  was  to  depart 
from  several  things,  whichhijusticeeugliltobave 
been  procured  lot  her  allies,  the  king  of  France 
tlioughi  himself  under  oo  such  obligation  ; his 
hniKiur  to  an  ally,  whose  lidelity  was  without 
reproach,  ivas  not  to  be  dispensed  with  ; and 
therefore  to  satisfy  ills  engagements  to  so  good 
All  allyp  wasapoiat  from  whieh  the  king  of 
Frauce  would  never  depart.  But  to  shew  the 
king's  good  dispositions  to  the  peace,  he  at 
Iasi  cnnsencs  lu  ihe  duke  of  Savoy’s  having  Si- 
cily upon  certain  condttioos ; wherein  very 
ample  provisioD'is  maile  for  satisfoction  to  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  ; and  one  express  condirion 
is,  chat  a peace  be  concluded  between  England, 
France,  Spain,  and  Savoy. 

In  ansvver  to  cliis  Inter,  lord  Bolincbroke  oc- 

quaiati  M.'d«  (lillt  he  hiaci'i'ecetrird  the 


queen’s  orders  to  go  immediately  to  France, 
and  be  hoped,  under  the  auspices  of  die  abbut 
Gautder,  m a weeks  time  cosulutebim  at  Foiv- 

Whilst  tliese  great  points  were  ttanssetiog, 
and  carrying  on  directly  betwixt  France  ami 
England,  it  is  nut  to  be  supposed,  that  qiiy 
dibg  very  oiBCerial  passed  ni  Utrecht ; some 
few  passages  ouly  ciiiiceruing  such  comnmni- 
cadoiis  as  were  thoiigiit  necussury  to  be  made 
to  keep  up  tbe  form  of  a Degociolioo,  may  not 
he  iniprupetly  taken  notice  of. 

The  advice  of  the  duke  of  Ormond’s  orden 
to  engage  io  neither  siege  or  buttle,  gave  gient 
alarm  ; the  Slates  desire  the  British  mimscers 
to  eive  them  some  satisfaction  coiictriiing  a 
mutter,  wherein  they  thought  religion,  liberty, 
and  ailtiiac  is  valuable,  was  so  nearly  concern- 
ed : to  which  tJiey  could  obtain  nothing  but 
very  generaJ  nnvwers.  Upon  wbicb  they  ex- 
pressiug  their  disconieut  to  be  kept  iutirdy  ia 
the  dark,  without  the  least  knowledge  of  wbat 
was  dope,  or  intended  to  be  done,  die  bishop 
took  that  opportunity  to  put  an  end  to  tneir 
curiosity,  by  execoting  die  orders  before  mea- 
tinaed,  that  the  queen  thought  herself  now 
under  no  obligations  wiiutsoever  to-die  Stntes, 
-This  declaration  is  grounded  upon  ilie«be- 
hatiour  of  the  Suites ; but  it  must  be  ramem- 
bered,  tltac  this  order  is  dated  very  few  days 
after  the  orders  to  ihe  duke  of  Ormond  uot  (a 
engage  in  siege  or  batiis.  And  in  the  same 
letter  the  hish'ip  of  Bristol,  giviug  an  account 
of  n conference  between  lus  lordship  ami  Mr. 
Cuosbruck,  the  emperor's  raiuister,  the  bishop 
Buys,  lie  was  very  desirous  to  knnw,  and  I was 
as  unable  to  inform  him,  of  tbe  particulars 
wherein  the  core  of  the  empetor's  interest  did 
consist. 

The  Dutch  did  likewise  send  an  express  to 
their  minister  at  Londiio,  with  a long  and  itusst 
moving  letter  to  tlie  queeiv,  to  reuinnstrate 
against  this  proceeding.  (No.  86:)  but  he  coold 
obtain  oo  ansiver  ut  all ; Mr.  St.  John  thuaght, 
the  queen  iutendiug  that  vreek  to  lay  before  the 
parliament  the  plan  of  tlie  pence,  the  proceed- 
ings uf  tbe  two  Houses  oo  that  occasion  woold 
be  a more  seasonable,  as  well  as  u more  de- 
cisive answer  to  tbe  States,  than  any  be  could 

Tlie  queen  having  communicated  to  the  par- 
liameuthow  liir  the  French  are  already  come, 
io  their  proposals  far  settliug  a general  peace, 
the  bisliop  of  Bristol  isdirecicd  to  discontse 
with  tlie  ministers  of  the  several  allies,  as  so^ 
as  possible,  agreeable  to  the  plnn  concainra 
in  hermajesty’sspeecli ; but  berarehis  lordslup 
makes  this  step,  Mr.  St.  John  tells  him,  it  vrhl 
be  proper  that  lie  speaks  first  with  the  Frencli 
plenipoteiltiuries  upou  tills  sobject,  and  iiiqoirt 
of  them  whether  they  will  be  willing,  and 
what  manner  tliey  will  be  willing  to  give  l''* 
eonnnunication  to  the  allies ! but  the  huhep 
ofllrist'il  gives  an  account  on  the  98th  of  June 

N-S,  that  the  freneb  plenipotentiaries  de 

dared  they  liad  no  such  orders,  and  without 
<Ubfo'ihey‘ifou!d'i)ot 'do'tt','  'Spitlie  bijbap  nod- 
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io|  it  might  be  of  tome  Mrvi«,  and  that  it  not 
looked  npuD  at  the  Hague  as  a step  that  miglii 
facilitate  the  tuapeosioD  of  liostUiiies,  hi>  lord* 
aliip  did  anin  press  (be  French  ministers  to 
koosr,  whetW  tliej  were  willing  to  declare  in  a 
Eolenm  coufereDce,  (bat  the  particulars  de> 
dared  in  the  queen's  speech  ore  the  king  their 
master's  offers  to  the  allies,  and  that  he  will 
loilce  tbsen  good  in  the  negociatioo.  Tlie 
French  again  refused  to  make  anjr  such  decla- 
ration ; and  in  this  opinion  the;  persisted  even 
after  the  Dutch  ministers  cunseuted  to  accept 
thecontenu  of  her  majesty’s  speech  pro  tna- 
ierii  <rYict<mdi,if  the  French  would  at  the  same 
time  acknowledge  them  to  be  their  waster's 
offers,  and  negociate  upon  tlieu  iu  order  to 
make  them  good.  But  the  French  plenipoten- 
Ouries  were  so  far  from  ngreeiug  to  this,  that 
they  demanded  of  our  ministers  to  know  the 
queen's  mind  upon  the  several  parts  of  the  last 
general  plan  brought  over  by  M.  Gaultier,  and 
whicharenotexploinedin  her  majesty’s  speech; 
faying  their  king  expected  it : and  they  do  not 
know  how  10  proceed  till  those  points  be  stat- 
ed ; and  the  utmost  they  were  tn  be  brought 
to,  was,  that  it  was  not  to  be  understood  to 
exclude  their  master  from  making  same  de- 
mands for  the  elector  of  Unraria,  and  that  lisle 
was  to  be  restored  over  and  above  the  two  or 
three  places  excepted  in  the  queen’s  speech. 
These  passages  are  here  meutioned  as  fvlting  iu, 
in  poiot  of  time,  but  will  be  mote  properly  con- 
sidered afferwanfs. 

At  the  same  time  that  Mr.  St.  JoliD  com- 
moniented  the  queen's  speech  to  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  be  orders  him  to  let  the  Dutch  ministers 
know,  that  the  queen  thinks  a suspension  of 
arms,  at  least  in  the  Netherlands,  tu  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.  And  here  your  Coiumliiee 
must  observe,  that  these  orders  to  propose  to 
the  States  a suspension,  are  dated  June  11th 
O.  S.  which  was  the  very  day  the  articles  for  a 
suspension  were  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy,  and 
had  been  signed  by  lord  Bolingbroke  £ve  days 
before. 

In  several  letters  that  followed  from  the 
bishop  of  Bristol,  ha  gives  an  accouot  of  the 
general  dissatisfaction  of  all  the  allies,  and  the 
iaexpresiihla  conscematiou  they  were  all  in, 
that  they  represeuted  our  proceedings  as  tbe 
unavoidable  ruin  of  Europe  i religion,  liberty, 
the  faith  oKreaiies,  are  urged  to  Shew  die  enor- 
mity of  our  usage : his  lordship  does  not  know 
what  he  may  expect  from  the  umnensurabic 
rage  of  the  people,  nur  where  it  will  end  ; 
that  the  Dutch  seero  to  !«  uneosy  oa  no  ac- 
couutso  much,  as  that  they  cannot  come  to 
tbe  knowledge  of  what  is  to  be  ibeir  lot : their 
concern  is  chieBy,  that  tl>ey  canuut  know  the 
pariiculart  of  wLal  is  designed  fur  them,  es- 
pecially whuc  species  are  to  be  excepted  out 
of  the  Tariff  of  10&4,  nnd  what  tuwus  nut  of 
the  Barrier.  On  which  occasion  the  bishop  of 
Bristol  did,  as  with  the  ereaiest  troth,  assnte 
them,  that  he  knew  noilimg  either  of  the  one, 
or  the  other. 

Bat  the  recqptici) 

Voi.  VII.  - 


met  seems  to  your  committee  as  usacconntnble 
as  any  thing  that  happened  : Mr.  St.  John, 
June  20th,  O.S.  says,  “ They  atenoc  surprised 
at  the  clacumrs  and  rage  of  the  Dutch,  which 
they  foresuw  and  were  prepared  for : it  is 

certnin  we  run  great  hiuards,  but  it  is  as 
certain  their  unaccountable  folly  is  the  ocensioa 
of  it ; he  cannot  imagine  the  bishop  should  be 
in  any  danger  : his  character  is  sacred  in  a dou- 
ble manner : and  besides  1 liave  reason  to 
think,  that  thou(d<  they  kick  nnd  Bounce  like 
wild  bensca  caught  in  n toil,  yet  the  cords  are 
too  strong  for  them  to  break  ; they  will  sooa 
tire  with  struggling,  and  wlisn  they  are  tired 
grow  tame.” 

This  is  tlietreaiment  and  language  which  the 
queen's  secretary  thinks  fit  to  bestow  upon  her 
allies  ; Their  desiring  to  imve  some  saii>factioa 
in  wliat  mnst  nearly  concerned  tlicm  is  called 
an  unaccountable  folly,  chat  had  drawn  ail  these 
mischiefs  upon  them  ,*  aud  if  any  resentmenc 
is  shown,  they  are  wild  beasts ; but  the  cords 
of  tbe  toils  which  England  and  France  bad 
caught  them  in,  were  loo  strong  for  them  to 
break.  But  lord  Strafford  is  not  content  with 
hard  words  only,  he  is  glud  chat  orders  were 
given  to  stop  the  pay  of  the  foreigners,  uf  which 
they  complain  horribly,  but  it  will  make  tbenx 
humble  nnd  sharp : Laudliiig  dues  better  with 
these  people,  than  tlie  best  words. 

On  the  24ih  of  June,  O.S.  Mr.  St  John 
writes  n long  letter  to  lord  privy  seal,  and  in- 
structs him  to  lay  tbe  intire  blame  of  all  that 
has  happened,  upon  the  Dutch;  and  that  (he 
want  ot  concert  is  only  to  be  imputed  lu  those 
who  are  nt  tlie  head  of  alhiirs  in  Holland  ; 
however  that  her  majesty  isstill  ready,  for  tbcii 
sakes,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  common  interest 
of  Europe,  to  forget  all  that  is  past,  and  to  join 
with  Uiem  in  (lie  strictest  terms  of  amity  and 
confidence.  This  farcewasstiU  to  be  carried 
on  in  Holland,  aud  these  professions  made  in 
the  name  of  the  queen,  when  it  is  notorious, 
that  Iber  days  before,  ou  June  the  20th,  O.  S. 
Mr.  St.  John  had  in  the  strongest  terms  pro- 
mised iii  the  queen’s  name  to  M.dc  Torcy,  to 
conclude  a separate  peace  with  Franca  on 
condition  Dunkirk  was  delivered  to  the  Eng- 
lish ; and  iliat  this  offer  of  a separate  peace 
made  by  England,  arose  from  the  French’s 
refusing  to  deliver  Dunkirk  upon  the  enndi- 
tioos  first  agreed  upon,  although  at  the  sarea 
time  theqnaen's  pteiiipaieniinries  are  directed 
in  a most  public  manner  to  lay  the  blame  of 
all  our  measures  at  tiie  door  of  the  States  Ge- 

But  whatever  measures  were  carrying  on 
eliewherc,  and  akh'iiigh  in  all  tbeletters  that 
passed  upuii  that  subject  between  lord  Boling- 
broke  and  M.  de  Turcy,  the  concloding  a se- 

Earaic  peace  is  treated  ns  n thing  settled  on 
oth  tides ; die  pleiiipoteniiariu  at  Utrecht 
are  ordered  to  proceed  upon  nnniher  font;  and 
in  a letter  from  lord  Bolingbroke  of  July  tlie 
Idth,  0..S.  toUie  plcnipoienliariesjnintlv,  upon 
a supposition,  that  lord  Strafford  was  then  got 
,h*cit  sgV^-Wiy«(fcl}5,,tbey,,f«.prderedw 
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lose  no  titoe  in  setdiog  the  convention^  for  a 
xuspeiigion  of  arms  between  dreat  Britain  and 
France,  both  by  sen  and  land,  and  when  that  is 
brought  CO  perieetiou.  to  call  upon  the  aillea  to 
enter  again  upon  tne  negociaiions  on  the 
■foumJation  oflbe  plan  laid  down  in  the  queen's 
speech;  and  it  is  desired  (beir  lordships  will 
appear  solicitous  io  ibis  matter,  and  auect  to 
be  ihc  a^ressors,  aod  to  press  the  allies  to  give 
ill  cat^urical  answers.  By  this  means  the 
nugodations  wereseeiiiiugly  set  on  fout  again  ; 
and  whether  tlic  allies  did  or  did  not  comply, 
oiir  ministry  were  ready  to  make  their  use  of  it 
either  way:  ifthey  din  comply,  the  scandal  of 
a separate  peace  would  be  avoided;  If  they  did 
not,  the  blame  was  to  be  imputed  Co  their  ob> 
stinacy. 

Tliu  tra^  being  teftupon  this  fuot  at  Utrecht 
with  n possibility  of  being  carried  on  or  dropt, 
tis  should  be  found  convenient ; and  the  king  of 
France  liaring,  as  was  before  observed  by  M. 
de  Torej’s  letter  of  August  the  .fth,  N.  S. 
consented  Co  the  demands  made  by  England  on 
behairufthe  duke  ofSavoy,  but  among  others 
upon  theie  two  express  conditions,  tban  a sus- 
ppoaion  of  arms  both  by  sen  and  land  be  imme- 
diately granted,  and  that  a separate  peace  be- 
tween Eiiglanit,  France,  Spain,  and  Savoy,  be 
forthwith  coucluded,  it  is  thonght  proper  and 
necessary,  that  lord  Bolingbrokeslioatdgo  him- 
self to  France,  finally  to  adjust  aud  settle  the 
great  points  in  dispute. 

Ills  powers  and  insiructians  are  hereunto 
annexed.  No.  35. 

The  sub'stBoee  of  Ms  instructions  was  in  short 
to  remove  all  difficulties  and  differences  that 
might  obstruct  the  general  suspension  ufnrms 
between  England  and  Trance  from  taking  place, 
or  settling  the  treaty  of  peace  in  such  a course, 
as  may  bring  it  to  a happy  and  speedy  conclu- 
sion. But  Co  declare,  that  he  does  not  iinagina 
there  will  be  any  possibility  to  prevail  with  the 
queen  .10  sign  the  peace  with  France  and  Spain, 
uniess'full  satisfaction  be  given  to  his  royal 
highaen  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  unless  they 
can  take  him  along  with  them  in  the  doing 
thereof.  He  is  therefore  to  Uikq  parficular 
care  to  settle  liis  barrier,  and  to  procure  Sicily 
fiir  him  ; (o  seUlo  the  renoociation  iu  such  a 
manner,  that  there  nay  be  as  little  room  left 
as  possible  for  dispute  or  delay;  that  Uio  elector 
of  Bavaria  may  Have  Sardinia,  and  be  restored 
to  bis  dofflimons  in  the  empire,  except  the 
Upper  Palatinate  and  the  first  efeeforate  ; and 
when  he  has  had  inclsflirtion  in  these  poiois, 
be  » to  proceed  to  speak  tb  Sonh  articlesas  re- 
late particularly  to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain, 
and  endeavour  fo  have  such  of  them,  os  there 
may  appear  to  be  any  doubt  CoBceming,  ei- 
plainnl  lo  (he  most  adthntageons  manner.  And 
then  he  is  to  do  bis  best  to  discover  upon  the 
several  ports  of  the  gi-i’erul  pkii  of  peace,  what 
the  real  ultimatum  of  France'  tufty  be  ; and 
when  the  pence  between  England  and  France- 
•hall  besigoed,  tli.-it  it  may  be  expedient  (o  fix 
the  alliesn  lime  to  come  in,  wherein  the  queen 
will  use  iKgoo^pJl^C.cs^^.^tvjU.^t  Le  upder 


any  obllgaliou  to  impose  upon  the  allies  the 
scheme  offered  by  France,  or  to  debnr  them 
from  obtainiog  b^ter  terms  for  themselves. 

By  chess  iosmictions  it  appears,  timt  lord 
Boliugbroke  was  impowered  to  conclude  a se- 
parate pence  with  England,  France,  Spain.,  and 
Mvuy ; thatat  this  time  (here  was  some  tiouht 
concerning  several  articles  relntiog  to  the  par- 
ticular interests  of  Great  Briiain,  which  he  was 
to  .endeavour to  get  explained  ; bat  no  instruc- 
tion, if  bis  endeavours  prove  ineffiectoal  in  be- 
half of  Great  Giicain,  not  to  conclude  the 
treaty,  which  in  these  very  instruciirms  is  ex- 
pressly provided  for  in  favour  of  Savoy,  and  bis 
Itirdsb'ip  is  ordered  to  do  bis  best  to  discover 
■the  ultimatum  of  France,  which  hitherto  it 
seems  the  ministry  were  ignorant  of ; bat  whe- 
ther France  condcscendea  so  fur  or  not,  as  to 
let  his  lordship  into  the  secret,  our  treaty  was 
to  be  coneluded;  and  the  ministry  seem  to 
think,  they  had  sufficiently  discharged  their 
duty,  in  declining  to  be  engaged  to  impose 
what  terms  France  should  tliiiix  proper  upon 
the  allies,  those  allies  to  whum  the  queen  was 
hound,  by  the  faith  of  treaties,  aud  all  the 
most  soleum  cogagements  end  pubh'c  ilecle- 
intions,  to  procure  all  just  and  reasonable 
satisfaction,  according  to  their  several  alliances. 
But  uow  it  seems  sufficient  that  we  did  not 
dehnr  them  from  tlte  liberty  of  endeavouring  to 
obtain  still  belter  terms  for  themselves. 

With  tliese  iastmetioDs  lord  Bolingbroke 
gees  to  France,  and  for  his' proceediu^  the 
Committee  refers  (ohis  lordship's  own  account 
in  bis  letter  to  the  earl  of  Dattmomb,  August 
22nd, N.  $.  in2,(No.  37.)  aud  without  enter- 
ing at  present  into  any  further  partiedihrx,  the 
convention  for  a general  suspension  of  arms 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  for  focr 
months  were  signed  at  Paris  by  lord  Boling- 
broke  end  M.  de  Torcy,  August  22nd,  N.  §. 
1712,  ns  bis  lordship  snys,  but  dated  August 
19lh,  N.S.  (No.99.) 

France  was  now  l»«ome  intire  master  of  all 
future  nogociaciuns,  and  did  nnt  fail  to  make 
use  oftbe  power  that  was  put  into  tbrir  hands; 
an  early  instance  will  b;  seen  of  this  io  the 
alTair  ofToumay ; But  being  now  comeback 
to  Utrecht,  it  will  be  necessary  m mention  an 
incident  that  happened  there,  the  dispute  be- 
tween connt  iteebteren  and  M.  Meaoager; 
which  is  taken  notice  of  only  as  a pretence  that 
wavmade  use  ofby'the  Frecch,  to  keep  the 
negneistian  in  suspense  ns  long  as  it  served 
their  purpose ; and  in  this  England  concsiTed, 
as  will  appear  afterwards. 

On  the  SOth  of  August  the  British  plenipo- 
tciitinries  acquaint  lord  Bulingbruke,  ilmt,  iu 
some  discourse  with  the  ministers  of  the  allirSt 
they  bnd  carried  matters  U Taras  to  tell  them, 
that  though  her  majesty  will  endeavour  to 
promote  their  interest  in  a peace,  and  obiain 
for  them  the  best  terms  that  shall  be  possible; 
yet  if  those  endenvorrrs  should  not  procure 
more  than  Oie  contents  of  her  majestv's  speech, 
or  ev.en  in  some  ilegfee  fall  short  ofihac  pMo; 
tl)C|f!UiJt  v^l  he.intjjelj  iJtgirt,  vyho  have  '«!*• 


nil] 


«lered  tilings  difficult  and  uiiMrtaio,  whkh 
otherwise  would  hare  been  easy  ami  practica- 
ble: Aiid  liavio|;tlins  furcomplfed  rritli  iheir 
Isle  orders  to  lay  all  tlie  blame  upon  the  allies, 
they  further  iiifona  his  loniship,  Ui.it  thev  Imd 
however  obtained  tlie  conseni  of  the  miuistera 
of  the  allies  to  come  to  a conference  wiib  those 
ofFrance,  in  order  to  renew  the  nMociations ; 
tlie  time  to  he  fixed  between  (Us  British  am) 
French  plenipoteiuiaries;  who,  meeiing  lo 
have  some  discourse  previous  to  the  geoerai 
conferences,  parted  without  comiog  to  any 
conclusion. 

I'he  occaaion  of  tlieir  diffiereuee,  that  pre- 
reoted  renewing  the  conferences,  arose  upon 
proposals  ma.)b  by  the  British  mlniaiers  in  re> 
iaiion  to  Tournay.  Their  lordships  iu  their 
Lcuerof  the  2d  of  September,  N.  S.  to  lord 
Bolingbfoke  state  the  casein  this  manner. 

In  her  majesty’s  speech  it  is  expressed,  That 
the  Dutch  are  to  liavp  the  intire  barrier,  ns  de- 
manded in  1709,  except  two  or  three  places  at 

The  French  ministers  insist,  (hat  they  mast 
have  Lisle  as  an  cquivalCDC  forDunhirk,  and 
that  the  same  is  not  to  be  understood  as  one  of 
the  three  places  mentioned  in  the  speech,  and 
canseijueotly  that  tliey  must,  in  nil,  have  four  . 
of  (he  places  uiuiicioDea  in  the  demands  of  ]709. 

This  to  us  appears  tube  altogether  iiicon- . 
siiCeot  with  what  her  m^esty  has  decUi^ ; I 
and  we  accordingly  liiink  it  contrary  to  our  I 
duty  CO  bring  on  a conference,  in  wliicti  such 
estmeation  is  to  be  made. 

The  French  ministers  on  the  other  hand  Iiave 
shewed  us  their  orders,  wliich  piisitive];  require 
them  to  iiisbt  upon  the  restitutioo  of  Xounrny, 
as  welt  as  Lide;  and  chat  they  can  by 
means  cmisent  to  the  cession  of  Mauheuu 
Cond«.  ^ 

The  Bricisb  minbiers  then  pressed  theFreuch 
to  speak  at  drst  in  terms  as  general,  os  their 
proposal  was  conceived  iojliut  the  French 
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tboaglit  it  necessary  to  be  particular  nnd  ex- 
prese  in  (hat  point  above  all  others,  because 
they  shall  otherwise  hare  tied  cbEinseives  up, 
and  given  the  Dutch  an  advantage. 

The  result  of  this  debate  was  nut  to  proceed 
to  a conference  till  (bis  point  be  determined ; 
the  I'reoch  insisting,  that  tlieir  orden  were 
plain  as  neither  to  need  or  admit  any  cxpiic 
lion,  and  the  British  ministers  thinking  (be 
matter  as  plain  on  their  side. 

They  liupe  their  seal  for  berm^esty’s  honour 
wilt  be  graciously  approved,  and  desire  to  he 
directed  what  farther  cliey  are  to  do  in  thii 
mnttoi^  whicli  they  apprehend  to  be  of  a deci-. 
sive  consequence,  bemuse  tbey  find  even  those 
among  the  Dutch,  who  appear  to  be  most  cor- 
dially disposed  to  such  a peace,  as  mny  re- 
etubhah  a good  harmony  between  her  majesty 
aod  the  stacee,  as  absolutely  necessary  for  ibeir 
mutual  preservatinn,  fully  resolved,  either  to 
retain  Tournay  and  have  Conde  yielded  to 
them,  or  lo  take  ene  of  these  two  courses, 
cither  to  come  into  any  terms  ihat  France 
nfiers,  or  to  contiaM  cits,  wag  oC  atl  liaEardE,  ’-i 


account,  that  the  French  miiiisie-n,  117°  an 
order  from  iheir  master,  did  insist,  cliai  the 
States  General  sliould  in  a public  iiiniiner  dice- 
vow  count  Rcchiereii  for  the  alTroirt  done  to 
M.  Mesnagur,  and  then  remove  liiin  from  the 
congress,  and  this  satisfaction  to  precede  any 
funber  negotiation. 

The  language  which  our  plenipotentiariea 
Itad  used  to  the  allies  is  veiy  much  approved 
by  lord  Bolingbroke,  who  siiys,  they  had  spoke 
the  sentimenis  of  the  queen’s  heart  in  what 
they  declared  the  30th  of  August,  N.  S.  and 
that  if  the  allies  did  fall  short  of  the  plau  kid 
down  in  the  queen's  speech,  the  fault  was  in- 
tirely  their  own.  His  lordship  says,  Sure  it 
that  this  plan  was  notliing  more  tJinii  the  olii- 
macusn  of  what  France  would  offer ; but  he 
wished  that  the  imperi.al  and  Dutch  poliM  had 
not  rendered  it  the  ultimaium  ofwliat  France 
will  grant.  Tlie  same  general  reflection  may 
be  applierl  to  the  particular  case  mentioned  in 
your  lordship’s  last  letter.  France  would  have 
yielded  Tournay,  though  much  against  the 
grain.  IfFrMce  has  now  any  advantage,  mid 
refuses  flatly  to  yield  what  stie  only  begged  to 
have  restored,  the  fault  is  intirely  ilieira. 

But  the  dispatch  of  the  pleuiobcemiaries  of 
the  Sti  of  September,  relating  to  Tournay,  hav- 
ing not  yet  been  considered  by  the  lords  of  the 
council,  his  lordship  could  not  give  any  positive 
instructions  about  it  till  the  next  opportunity, 
but  in  the  mean  time  recommends  to  them  two 
consideiations ; tlmt  the  keeping  of  the  Dutch 
in  liopes  of  her  majesty’s  gotu  offices,  will  pre- 
vent them  from  cnking  any  desperate  resolu- 
tion; and  the  French  insisting  to  have  count 
Rechteren  disavowed  before  any  furtlier  treaty, 
will  put  off  for  some  time  the  decision  of  that 
great  point. 

Lord  Straffiird  in  tlie  mean  time,  by  bit  let- 
ters of  the  IStb  nnd  16ch  of  Septemlwr,  N,  S. 
represented  the  States  us  mightily  sunk  with 
their  misfortunes,  aud  not  knowing  well  what 
measures  to  cake ; but  that  they  insisted  upon 
Tournay,  os  so  essential  to  their  barrier,  that 
they  actually  liad  oone  without  it;  aud  his 
lordship  is  so  much  of  that  upininn,  that  he 
wishes  they  might' have  Tournay,  though  they 
were  forced  to  truck  Ipres  for  it ; that  if  he 
could  positively  assure  them  they  should  have 
Tourn^,  lie  believeil  they  would  submit  to  the 
plan  or  tbe  queen's  speech. 

Dus  opinion  of  his  lordship’s  is  nnc  very 
easily  to  be  reconciled  to  what  he  eflerwords 
wrote  to  Mr.  Prior,  upon  this  subject,  October 
the  4tb,  1712.  “ If  we  bad  a mind  to  have 
Nick.  Frog  sign  with  us,  we  might ; for  lie  is 
ready  tv  oo  it  for  Tournay  ; which,  if  we  sign 
together,  vre  cannot  well  refuse  him  : but  I ex- 
pect you  will  cut  that  macter.sliort;  and  1 lung 
to  bear  from  you  " 

But  this  affuir  of  Tournay  was  not  so  soon 
settled  here,  altliough  iho  difficulty  does  not 
seem  to  be,  whether  the  French  or  Dutch  were 
to  have  it,  but  in  whet  manner  it  was  to  he 
iprticmtil  ri»F!iuiae,^iwi(iKi(H.,A'nuDifett  cqbw 
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tradicUoa  to  wbnt  was  said  b;  the  queen  in  her 
•}wecl)  coocernuij'  tbe  barrier. 

Lord  BoliriRbroke,  Sept.  lOih,  O.  S.  write* 
three  letters  upon  this  subject  to  M.  de  Torcj, 
to  Mr.  Friuc,  and  to  the  |]l<uiipoieDiiarias, 
vtliicli  being  U{^  an  airuir  ot  this  nicctf,  are 
all  aimexed,  (No.  33,  38,  31.) 

In.ilie  letter  to  M.deTorcy,  “LordBoUng- 
I>roke  desires  bitn  to  reiceinber  the  propositiuii 
which  was  oftro  laid  down  by  hmi  when  iu 
Fraiicp,  and  iniisred  U(Kin  as  a iuiidauenUtl  in 
all  ibeir  future  proceedings  upuu  tbe  genera] 
peaces  that  the  cundiict  ot  the  queen,  in  re- 
gard tu  the  inter'  Etft  uf  ber  idlies,  was  iu  a great 
meanure  detenniued  by  tbeic  behatiflor;  that 
the  riulent  uieatures,  which  they  had  taken  to 
obstruct  the  peace,  had  put  the  queen  iu  acou- 
diiiou  {0  make  ber  pence  without  waiting  fur 
dirir  coucorrence,  in  which  case  the  queen 
would  ditclare  that  she  bad  sigued  the  treaty 
with  Fraace  and  Spain,  and  would  propose  the 
piiiii  brought  liver  by  Abbot  Gaultier,  and  deli- 
Tered  tire  89lh  of  April,  1713,  for  tbe  allies  to 
treat  upon,  and  could  do  no  more  than  by  her 
>od  offices,  asa  common  frieud  to  both  parties, 
ui  iu  case  the  Dutch  in  particular,  or  the 
other  allies,  stmuUl,  before  tlia  coiieliision  of 
her  peuce  with  J-rauec,  enter  into  concert  with 
her  nisjasty,  wu  should  liave  more  measures  to 
beep  with  them ; the  compassion  of  our  people 
Would  be  moved  iu  their  behalf,  and  tbe  queen’s 
miuisters  be  ubiiged  to  make  some  steps,  which 
otherwise  they  would  absolutely  refuse  to  do. 
Upon  this  founilaiiiin,  says  lord  Botingbroke, 
tbs  king's. raiiiisiers  seem  to  exact  something 
more,  when,  they  insist  the  queen's  uiinistcis 
should  propose  the  holding  a conference,  in 
which  the  Crri  proposition  started  would  appear 
so  some  measure  .contrary  to  what  the  queen 
said  in  hqr  speech,  touebiog  the  barrier  of  tbe 
States.  Ti.e  point  in  dispute  between  your 
plenipotentiaries  and  ours  is  not  to  know,  wlie* 
tber  Touriiay  shall  be  restored  to  the  king,  or 
sot.  Fur  to  obtain  chat  pluce,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  you  should  begin  by  making  this  spe- 
cific declaration  i but  the  question  u,  wbetlier 
the  queen. ought  formally,  and  at  present,  to 
declare  that  Tournny  shall  bl  restored  to , 
Fmiicef  Wliich  would  be  to  coosent  to  the 
explanation  which  your  ministers  give  to  this 
article  of  the  queen’s  speech.  He  then  says, 
tut  to  swell  my  letter  loo  much,  wiiicli  may  al- 
ready seem  tedious,  I refer  myself  to  what  Mr. 
Prior  shall  hava  the  bonopr  to  explain  tn  you 
upon  this  point;  and  I shah  content  myself 
witli  saying,  that  at  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  a 
temperament,  I hope  we  shall  avoid  alt  things 
tbit  may  occasion  a dispuce  between  the  mi- 
sistm  of  Great  Dritain  auij  France. 

. “ This  temperament  is  tu  bn  found  in  his 
Iqrdship’t  letter  Co  Mr.  Prior,  of  the  same  day, 
which  his  lordship  says,  is  to  be  looked  upon 
only  as  aleiter  from  Harry  to  Mat.  and  not  tbe 
secretary  to  die  minister.  He  sends  liim  in- 
cWd  au  extract  of  his  letter  Co  M.  deToccy, 
which,  lie  says,  relates  to  a matter  tliat  hu 
giiea  lord^  ircadjt’rc.ui^iuissel£  als  wutU  CR)U> 


ble  in  cabinet;  lie  likewise  loids  him  a copy 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  dispatch  of  the  3d  of 
September,  upon  the  same  subject ; wherem, 
os  he  will  obserre,  their  lordsliips  are  very 
warm  about  the  dispute.  He  can  assure  him 
we  have  those  here,  who  are  not  a jot  cooler. 
His  lo-.lsliip  goes  on ; the  solution  of  this  diffi. 
culty  jDuit  came  from  yau,  wtiidi  is  a matter 
of  manugenient  and  appearance,  isorti  than  of 
Substance. 

The  method  of  ilontg  it  is  by  makiag 
M.  de  Torcy  sensible  of  the  propnsition  settled 
between  them  in  France,  That  the  queen  can 
never  do  nay  iking  which  shuli  look  bke  a di- 
rect restraint  on  Jier  allies  from  demanding 
wbattiiey  judge  necessary;  bot  as  long  as  they 
act  ttw  part  which  they  uon  do,  she  can  very 
justly  be  passive,  and  neuter,  as  to  tlieir  in. 
teratis.  This  his  iorddiip  thinks  is  advantsge 
enough  for  France,  and  such  a one,  fairiy 
speaking,  as  a year  ^o  they  would  have  given 
more  than  Tournay  to  be  sore  of.  They  must 
nut,  therefore,  press  us  to  go  further  than  tins, 
noi  to  do  any  thing  vrltich  may  seem  conintdic* 
tory  to  wtki  the  queen  delivered  from  the 
throne. 

“ In  a word,  the  use  which  tbe  French  win 
make  of  tbe  uanecountable  ohstinitcy  of  the 
Dutch,  and  tbe  other  allies,  may  iu  several  re- 
spects, and  particularly,  for  augbt  I know,  in 
the  Instance  nf  Tonrnsy,  give  them  an  nppor- 
tuidty  of  saving  and  gaining  more  ihon  they 
could  have  hoped  for;  and  the  queen  may  in 
tbe  present  ciicouistancas  contribute  passively 
to  lilts  end,  but  actively  she  nevet  can  iu  any 
circumstances." 

His  loiiiship  then  very  plainly  gives  his  ad- 
vice how  this  matter  is  to  Im  managed,  in  iheae 
words;  I ibiiik  in  my  own  opinion,  and  I be- 
hcvotl  speak  tbe  queen's  upon  this  occaacsi,  it 
were  l>euer  tlie  French  should  in  the  courseof 
the  treaty  declare,  that  whatever  they  inuinded 
to  iiave  given  the  Dutch  when  tbe  queen  spoke 
from  the  throne,  their  conduct  Itas  been  sarb, 
and  tbe  silnation  of  affitirs  is  so  altered,  ihut 
the  king  is  resolved  to  have  Tournay  restored 
to  him  : 1 say,  I believe  this  were  better  ibsa 
Co  expect  that  we  should  assent  to  an  exposi- 
tioii  iiftliequeen’s  words,  by  which  her  mqjeitjl 
would  yield  Uie  town  up ; let  Lite  conference 
begin  as  soou  as  they  will,  I due  say  busiucss 
will  not  very  speedily  be  dispatched  iu  (hemt 
We  shall  go  on  tu  ripen  every  tiling  for  a conv 
elusion  between  us  nod  .Savoy,  and  France  nnd 
' Spahi ; nnd  this  is  the  true  point  of  view  vrhick 
the  Frencli  ought  to  have  before  their  eyes.” 

The  scheme  being  concerted  here,  and 
traosmitced  tu  France,  lord  Bulingbroke  on  die 
same  day  writes  to  the  pleoipoieotiarjes,  in  aiw 
swertn  tlieirsof  theSad  of  tiepL.  N.ii.  upon 
which  be  had  liefore  told  ihem,He  couldgiv* 
no  iustruciions  till  their  letter  was  conirdered 
by  the  lonlsof  thecouocd;  neither  does  his 
lordship  now  send  them  any  directions,  bul 
enlarges  upou  tbe  same  general  topics  of  im* 
puling  all  ifie  mischictk  that  had  Itappened,  und 
-10  liSiuiiidai;  kius.ailiur  ofTountuy,  to  the  ok- 


IriiJ  APPENDIX. — l^e^tiatiamfor  Teace:  ^7l5,  [kiu 


ttmacj  of  ibe  alJin.  Ilis  lordsliip  observe), 

'*  'llist  io  (he  pluu  hruu^hc  over  by  tbbiit 
Gxuluvr,  (be  kiui;  of  France  beg^eU  fur'i'our- 
imy  r4(b(r4hiiii  inaiittecl  upon  it,  but  was  now 
eucuurnged  to  refuso  wliailieunly  endeaviiure<l 
to  save;  nnd  io  short  timi  frnnice  liud  now 
gathered  strength  hy  our  diviMun%  nnd  was 
grerwa  sanguine  enough  lu  miiku  ihat  plito  the 
uliinmUira  of  her  concessiuiis,  which  was  at 
lirsc  nothing  more  than  the  ultimatum  of  her 
uQers;  but  that  die  Dutch  bad  nobody  lublnme 
for  all  this  but  tbeiosclves.’’  Uis  lordship  adds, 
“ Her  majesty  is  very  sensible  of  the  concern 
you  express  Ibr  her  honour,  and  will  not,  you 
may  be  sure,  suffer  herself  to  be  a party  to  any 
thiDg  which  may  appear  cootrndictory  ti>  wbac 
shehasonce  advance  ; and, altbuugli  perhaps, 
the  yiddii^of  Toumay  might  be  recouciled  to 
the  terms  of  hex  speech,  yet  should  the  queen 
cooseut  to  tills  eipusition  of  it,  such  consent 
would  be  aliuoit  u iurmal  restaraiioii  of  this 

C lace  to  France;  and  (Ins,  my  lords,  is  wl<at 
er  majesty  will  avoid  : But,  1 hope,  the  solu- 
tion of  this  dithculiy  wilt  csuie  from  France ; 
and  that  when  they  have  *60  many  other  quar- 
rels to  decide,  that  court  will  gu  back  from  a 
mensure  which  must  involve  them  in  a dispute 
with  the  qureii.” 

The  Uouimiuee  find  a Paper,  which  is  said 
to  be  delivered  unoog  Mr.  PnoFaloose  papers, 
and  sfeiiia  to  be  the  draught  of'a  letter  from 
lUr.  Prior  to  Maas,  de  Torcy,  pursuant  to  wliat 
lord  Bolingbroke  had  written  to  him  upon  the 
subject  of  Toumay;  which  is  in  substance  (he 
tome,  and  almost  io  the  very  words  of  lord 
B-iIiiigbroke's  letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  of  the  loth 
of  September,  with  thiraddiiioD,  that  it  begins 
thin  : “ There  a more  appearance  than  snh- 
staace  in  this  ailair  that  is  now  undnr  ngUaiion 
at  Utrecht,  aod  my  l^rd  Treasurer  does  not  >it 
all  doubt  but  the  court  of  France  will  God  a 
remedy." 

y\nd  his  lordship  was  not  mistaken  in  bis  ex- 
pectations, forM.  de 'Torcy  very  readily  folhiwcd 
tlio  udvice  (but  was  given  by  the  English  tni- 
nistry  ; and  on  the  Sfih  of  September,  N.  S.’ 
sends  to  my  lord  Bolingbrolte  a deeJaratiuD  to 
be  made  by  the  French  pieDipoteiiiiaties  at 
Uirechr,  wlierein  the  king's  ministers  nre 
ordered  to  ilednre  to  those  of  Great  Britain, 
w That  the  king  did  consent  to  treat  uf  the 
peace  upon  ibe  plan  laid  down  in  the  qurmi's 
ipeacli  to  her  parliuTnent ; but  at  the  tame 
tune  they  were  to  say,  That  the  Dutch  having 
refused  to  conlurm  to  the  sentiments  of  that 
princess,  baving  rejected  the  suspension  of 
urms,  and  giving  opportunity  to  the  scverul 
changes  in  amirs  that  bud  happened,  it  is  but 
Just  I but  his  majesty  should  be  recuiiipenced  fur 
the  t'xpence  he  hu  been  obliged  to  make' 
during  the  course  of  this  campaign.  Upon 
thk  fuuodaiion  his  majesty  orders  bis  plenipo- 
tentiaries nut  to  sign  a peace  but  upon  cundi- 
tlon.  That  Toumay  should  be  restored  to  him, 
betides  the  other  places  whicli  he  bas  de- 
manded, and  winch  he  had  reason  to  believe 
the  queen  of  Gnntr  S{ittHdiat‘di>S%*'(0 
prehtnd  in  bier  speech," 


The  nriginol  uf  this  deelnration  that  came 
from  France,  is  in  the  secretary's  uflice,  and 
was  sent  by  M.  deT'irey,  to  lord  Bolingbrnlie, 
who  tmnsmiuvd  n copy  of  it  to  the  British 
pleiiipoteniiaries , but  the  letter  of  A1  de 
Torcy,  in  which  it  was  inclosed,  does  not  ap- 

This  transaction  in  relation  to  Tuumay, 
seems  of  so  extraordinury  a nniure,  as  to  de- 
serve to  be  set  Ibrtb  io  one  sliort  view  : The 
dispute  coaceruing  it  arose  from  the  French 
niiiiistccBinsisting  to  be  very  particular  and  ex- 
press in  demandiug  die  resliliiHon  uf  ibis 
place ; which  die  Biiush  plenipotentiaries  con- 
ceiving to  be  inCDnsisteni  wirh  what  the  queen 
had  declared,  refused  to  open  the^ionierencea 
until  (hey  had  funber  orders.  When  this  caino 
to  be  considered  in  England,  lord  Bolingbruke 
says,  It  occasioned  great  wurmih  in  the  cabinet 
council : but  his  lurdship  instead  of  taking 
measures  fur  preserviitg  tlie  town  as  part  of  Uie 
barrier  of  (he  States  General,  which,  as  he 
coniesses,  was  so  imt'iided  in  tlie.queen’s  speech, 
proposes  expedients  whereby  the  lownmightbe 
restored  (u  France,  without  the  queen's  b^ 
coming  a party  to  n thing  which  was  contra- 
dictory to  what  she  had  unce  advanced  ; Aod 
gires  Ills  advice  to  M.  de  Torcy,  by  what  tna- 
nngement  Touriiny  might  be  secured  to  the 
king  of  France,  enntrury  to  the  avowed  sense 
of  what  tlie  queen  had  declared  in  parliament ; 
and  aliliungh  France  had  consented  m a memo- 
rial delivered  by  ohbot  Gaultier  so  early  as  the 
fSth  of  November  1711,  not  to  insist  upon 
Tnnrnay  ; and  tius  lie  doer  in  liis  private  ca- 
paeiiy,  and  not  as  Secretary  of  State  : But  (hat 
ilis  lordship  was  not  siiiele  in  his  endeavours  to 
assist  France  upon  this  occasion,  uppc.irs  by 
the  gro.nt  trouble  that  he  says  this  midter  had 
given  both  him  and  ray  Lord  IVeuurer  iu  (he 
cnbioct : and  if  any  regard  it  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Prior's  paper,  my  Lord  Trensurer  roost 
ceitainly  have  wriuen  to  Mr.  Prior  upon  this 
snlject,  who  could  otherwise  have  no  ground 
to  say.  My  Lord  Treasurer  does  n<it  at  all 
doubt  but  the  court  of  France  will  find  a re- 
medy: which  it  agreeable  to  what  lord  Boling- 
broke  said  in  nthrr  words,  when  this  ad  rise  wos 
senL  The  solution  uf  this  difficulty  must  come 
from  Frunce. 

What  happened  afterwards  in  reindon  tir 
Tnurnay,  upon  what  great  concessions  made  to 
France,  together  with  the  advantageous  terms 
procured  for  the  elector 'of  Btvarin,  the  mea- 
sures aod  councils  relating  to  this  affair  were 
afterwards  altered,  is  not  tnateria!  enough  to  re- 
quire a long  detail ; but  notliing  less  tbnn  an 
ahsolnie  concurrence,  without  any  new  oljec- 
lioiis  ur  fuitfaer  demands,  was  to  satisfy  fur  the 
cession  nfTouniayj  and  that  it  was  at  last 
obtained  is  owing  solely  lo  the  firmness  aud 
resolution  of  the  States. 

The  dispute  between  count  Rcchieren,  and 
M.  Mesnagtr  was  still  kept  on  'foot:  and 
though  it  was  at  last  left  to  her  majesty  to  de- 
cide Upon  thiidlffercrence.  There  being  son# 
p}i&Vi’lr«}iiii»5  North  Aae- 
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rtca,  ^liich  are  of  rery  Rrer.l:  eonacqucnce  to  ; 
llie  interest  of  t!ie  queen’s  subjects,  and  tl«- 
lunour  of  (his  treaty  still  to  scllie;  lurd  Bo- 
iiiijjbrake  thinks  it  necessary,  iliougli  the 
Dutch  may  be  uneasy  time  the  olTuif  of  (lie 
four  species  lo  be  escepied  out  of  the  TarilT 
of  166'i,  sbuul'l  still  be  kept  jii  uncertainty ; 
and  iho  Britisli  plenipotcntisries  accordingly, 
to  gain  time  uniii  tliey  could  know  her  majes- 
ty's pleasure,  revived  the  diSerence  between 
count  Kechteren  nnd  M.Mesnugcr;  and  hope 
it  Is  for  her  majesty's  service  in  this  manner  to 
stave  blT  tlte  cunferences.  ' 

The  correspondence  carried  on  between 
Dondmi  nnd  Utrecht  about  tiiis  time,  reUiing  to 
the  diderehucs  that  arose  conceniini;  the  treaty 
of  Peace,  and  in  particular  nbont  our  com- 
trierce,  is  contained  chiefly  in  the  fourth  volume; 
but  as  it  appears  chat  nil  the  matters  in  ques- 
tion, being  reduced  to  as  narrow  a compass  as 
was  possible,  weie  huully  to  be  determined  at 
Paris  by  ihe  diiko"  of  Shrewsbury  and  Mr. 
Prioi',  the  Committee  think  itneedless  to  enter 
into  sill  the  orders  and  itistructions;  objections 
one!  answers,  that  went  and  canic  too  and  from 
Utrecht,  where  there  was  indeed  but  little 
mure  than  the  form  of  a n^ociniion  ; nndcon- 
ceive  that  an  account  of  wlmt  passed  between 
Loodon  and  France  will  set  this  whole  matter 
in  ft  clear  light. 

Your  Coiiiniiltee  think  it  not  improper  to 
take  Dniice  here  of  a remarkuble  passage  or 
(WO,  that  are  found  in  loid  Bolingbroke's  let- 
ters to  Mr.  Prior  on  the  ]9th  of'-Scpiembcr, 
O.  S.  Lord  Bolihgbroke'sends  Mr.  Prior  an  ac- 
count of  some  advices  they  had  received  of 
the  invasion  of  the  Leeward  Islands  by  the 

“ This,  dear  Mnt-”say5  his  lordsliip,  “ proves 
a very  untoward  contretemps ; it  gives  a ihcme 
to  (he  whigs,  and  serves  to  awaken  passions 
chat  were  almost  lulled  asleep.  Vte  cspectod 
that  Cassart's  squadron  might  be  gone  to  the 
coast  of  Brasil,  or  to  Suiinam;  but  we  never  ' 
imagined  our  colonies  would  have  iiGcn  at-  I 
tackOd  by  him,  at  the  time  when  we  were 
knitting  the  ^ands  of  friendship  between  the 
two  nations  with  all  possible  industry.  Could 
this  ill  opinion  of  our  new  friends  have  entered 
into  our  heads,  I do  assure  you  he  should  have 
been  accompanied  by  a fleet  of  the  queen’s, 
which  would  have  kept  him  in  respect;  Com- 
pare this  conduct  with  that  of  the  queen's,  &c.” 
And  here  folluws  that  passage  which  has  been 
nlre'ady  meiitioned,  wherein  his  lordship  de- 
clared concerning  die  order  sent  to  ibe  duke  of 
Ormond,  “ I will  not  say  this  order  saved  their 
army  from  being  heat,  but  I think  iu  oiy  con- 
science iliftt  it  did.” 

liis  lordship  goes  on.  " In  a word  wp  de- 
pended so  tnoch  upon  the^ood  understanding 
^which  we  thought  estnhlisbcd,  and  were  so 
earnest  to  prevent  any  thing  whicli  might  break 
in  upon  it,  that  we  not  only  avoided  to  forti^ 
our  squadron  ns  wo  might  bave  done,  but  we 
sisii  neglccMd.  tgi  pp.tio  caiKUtjoa^^me  .de^ns  , 
which  would  have  aoni^^'  bout  Ttehcfa't^ 


Spauinrd,  perhaps  more  than  any  ihnt  have 
been  effected,  iu  the  course  of.ihis  war.” 
Anuther  instance  of  his  lordship's  good  dii- 

Esirion  to  the  French  nation  u to  be  found  lu 
. letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  of  ibe  29iii  Sept,  where- 
in be  says,  ” I have  gut  at  last  the  affair  of  the 
Griffm  compounded,  not  without  very  great 
difficulty;  and  ihohih  the  sum  paid  to  the 
captors  was  so  large  es  36,000/.  tlic  ship  was 
plainly'  prize,  and  the  pass  sent  over  tiither 
might  have'been  proved  to  have  been  numeri- 
calTy  one  of  tliose  I delivered'Bt  Fontainbleau, 
four  days  after  the  GriSiu  was  in  sir  Tbunias 
Hardy's  power ; though  Gaultier  was  ready  to 
swear  that  lie  received  it  some  months  befure; 
whicli  part  of  tlie  abbot  has,  I confess  to  you, 
dune  him  no  good  in  luy  op'uiinn.”  Front 
whence  it  appears,  though  this  pass  was  noat 
of  them,  that  passes  had  been  granted  ssiae 
inoiiths  before  the  suspcnsitin  was  concluded. 

Whilst  tlie  English  ministry  are  doing  these 
guod  offices  to  the  suljects  of  Fr.tnce,  and 
trying  all  oppurluoiiies  both  public  and  private 
to  espouse  their  iayerests,  your  Cummittee  is 
surprised  at  the  ill  ireoimcnt  which  England 
received  from  Trance  at  iliis  lime,  and  at  their 
faarkwarilocss  in  making  good  tbeir  promises 
and  engHgcmenis  they  were  tinder  m some 
P'lints  that  most  nearly  concerned  the  iuicreso 
of  Great  Briiaiu. 

At  the  latter  end  of  October  Mr.  Prior  was 
sent  into  F.ngUnd,  ond,  by  what  appears,  left 
his  residence  in  France,  wiibouc  the  leave  or 
any  orders  from  the  queen  bis  mistress;  but  was 
sent  over  by  the  king  of  France  as  a proper 
person  wlvu(n  he  thought  St  to  iuirust  with  ibs 
great  secret  of  prevailing  with  thequeeit  by  her 
credit  to  obtain  what  the  king  demanded  for 
tlie  elector  of  Bavaria.  He  brings  a crcdeotiol 
letter  from  the  king  of  France  to  llic  queen, 
wliich,  seeming  smaeihtng  new  of  the  kind,  is 
here  annexed.  ^No.  36.Y 

About  die  nnddlcof  November,  Mr.  Prior 
' goes  back  into  Fmnce  with  new  instfuciioo^ 

' wherein  the  proposal  ofa  neutrality  io  Italy  is 
one  of  the  chief  articles;  and  that  he  imgbl 
bare  a perfect  knowte^eof  the  qaeen'spteseni 
resolutions  and  councils  in  relation  to  the  pre- 
sent treaty  of  peace,  a cupy  of  the  Inst  ii^ 
siructions  to  the  plenipotentiaries  at  Utr^lit  is 
given  him,  that  as  occasion  shall  require  he 
might  act  in  nil  things  conformable  to  tlio 
queen’s  intentions  therein  expressed. 

' He  carries  likewise  a letter  from  the  queen  to 
the  king  of  France,  wherein  among  other  things, 
it  is  snid,  That  Mr.  Prior  continuing  to  bebave 
iiimselfso  as  that  his  conduct  may  be  intirely 
agreeable  to  the  king  of  France,  he  does  but 
literally  execute  the  orders  the  queen  bad 
given  him,  and  is  a proof  of  hii  duty  and  sw 
fur  her  service,  (No.  30.)  After  this  short  di- 
gression, to  return  back  to  what  was  just  now 
mentioned ; it  appears  that  when  the  treat/ 
of  peace  was  ready  to  be  concluded,  die  advao- 
tages  Great  Britain  was  lo  expert  and  re^ 
from,  the  epdeavoury  of  the  BritUb  ministry,  t® 
assist  and  support  the'  cause  of  'France,  w«« 
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in  ft  grent  mensure  mis«utcd  ami  ondetertnine<l. 
France  Began  to  cavil,  and  as  lord  Bolinghroke 
•aid,  go  bnck  from  wliat  the  king  hml  promised 
ilie  (|ueen.  His  limlsliip  cnnnut  be  pcrsanded, 
as  he  tells  Mr.  Prior,  '•  That  the  Freiicli  iict 
cither  rairl;  or  wisely ; (hey  press  us  to  coo* 
dude,  that  they  may  have  others  at  their 
mercy;  nnd  at  the  sami:  time  they  chicane 
with  us  concerning  the  most  essential'  arKcle  of 
all  ODT  treaty,  ami  endeavour  to  elude  an 
agreement  made,  repeated,  confirmed.'’ 

'Fite  two  great  pnmts  of  moment  in  dispute, 
were  concewjig  the  fishery  niNewtbunJIand, 
and  in  what  manner  the  cession  oF  Cape 
Breton  was  to  be  made;  the  other  was  about 
the  Ircaty  of  commerce. 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  to  be  observed,  That  in 
the  queen’s  instructions  to  the  duke  of  Sbrews- 
bary,  he  is  directed  to  propose,  as  the  queen's 
lost  resoluiioo,  timt  she  will  consent  to  give  and 
yield  up  to  his  most  Cliristiau  mqiesty,  the  in- 
tire  possession  and  propriety  of  ihe  island  of 
Cape  Breton,  but  with  this  express  condition, 
That  his  said  majesty  shall,  on  his  pert,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  same,  relinquish  to  her  ma- 
jesty all  manner  of  i^ht  to  fishing  and  drying 
fish  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  or  any  part 
reserved  to  his  subjects,  by  the  articles  signed 
at  l.ondqn  tlie  27  Slept.  (8  Oct.)  1711. 

Several  represenmions  were  Sent  bacln  ard 
and  Ibrward,  shewing  the  (atal  consequences 
of  what  was  demanded  by  France;  and  al- 
ihougb  my  lord  Bolingbrokc  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Prior  of  the  19lh  of  January  1712-13,  iusisterl 
that  the  queen  bad  never  yielded  what  France 
pretended  to,  which  then  remained  an  unsur- 
(iioaatoble  difiicalty;  yet  in  bis  letter  the 
duke  of  Shrewsbury  of  the  snme  date  be  tells 
bis grace,  if  the  French  close  with  the  overture 
be  then  made  them,  wiili  regard  to  the  disputes 
coocemiog  commerce,  her  majesty  is  willing  tu 
accepCtbe  lost  expedient  propoi4d  byM.  de 
Torcy,  for  adjusting  out  differences  obont  North 
America,  and  to  cousent  that  the  king,  in  tbe 
cession  of  Newfoundland,  do  reserve  to  hit 
subjects  a riglit  of  fisbiug  and  drying  on  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland,  from  point  Riche 
north  about,  Co  Cape  Bonavistn;  and  liere  no 
directran  is  given  conceruiog  Cape  Brecon,  of 
which  the  Frcncli  got  the'inlice  jiossession  nnd 
propriety;  although  in  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
buiy's  instructions,  it  is  declared,  that  the  queen 
looked  opon  Cape  Breiou  to  belong  to  lier ; and 
reckoned  that  island  a part  of  the  ancient  ter- 
ritory of  Nova  Scotia,  which  is,  by  this  treaty, 
restored  to' her.  But  if  his  grace  could  not 
prevail  upon  them  to  agree  with  him  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  lie  was  to  decl.ire,  That  nei- 
tber-Will  the  queen  agree  with  them  in  their 
proposition  concerning  Newfoundlnod. 

rour  CoDimittee  come  now  to  consider, 
upon  whatconsidcrntioii  this  groat  and  valonhlc 
privilege  of  Inking  and  drying  fish  npon  the 
const'  of  Newfoundlaud  was  yielded  up  to 
France. 

Ill  this  letter  from  lord  Roliiigbroke  to  the 
I dukeofShrew^j^py,4)^,p!|!t^ffliyl«id;*liB,.S^ 


of  the  great  dispute  abnnt  commerce  which 
appears'to  he  this:  in  M.  daTorcy’s  answer 
to  lord  Bolingbroke’s  memorial  of  May  liis 
31th,  1711,  it  was  among  other  things,  agrteil, 
That  lirituin  nnd  France  siiould  grant  to  the 
subjects  of  each  crown  reciprocally,  the  some 
privileges  nnd  advantages,  which  they  shall 
either  of  iliem  grant  to  the  sulyects  of  any 
Ollier  nAtion  wliatsocver  ■ upon  ibis  foundaliun 
was  established  the  priuciple  of  trenling,  al>d 
being  treated,  os  ‘ gens  omicissima and  pur- 
suani  to  this  priiiriple  tbe  Tariffof  1064,  which 
« as  granted  (u  Holland,  except  the  four^pc- 
cies,  was  likewise  to  be  gtanlcd  to  us ; and  by 
the  8th  and  10th  articles  of  tiie'project  of  the 
Treaty  of  Commerce  it  n-os  so  sealed.  Bus 
France,  pretendhig  m.w  that  this  Tariff  would 
be  tnn  beneficial  to  us.altiiimgh  we  areemitled 
to  it,  upon  the  principle  of  being  used  is  tbe 
‘ nipicissiraa  gens,'  reiiised  to  grant  it  to  us, 
until  nuother ’Tariff  sbuold  be  muile  iu  Britain 
exactly  confirrmable  to  that  of  1664,  where- 
by Our  duties  should  be  reduced  as  low  here, 
as  theirs  arc  in  France  by  that  Tariff. 

Hiis,  lord  Bolingbrokesays,  is  aa  open  viola- 
tion offaich;  nnd  hy  this  they  are  removing  a 
corner-stone,  which  was  laid  Mrly  in  tlie  foun- 
dalinn  of  a buildiag  brought  almost  to  per- 
fection ; the  fiill  whereof  must  prove  at  last 
of  as  fatal  consequence  to  them  ns  to  us. 

He  confesses  be  whs  strangely  surprised 
when  he  saw  the  precedent  of  Ae  Ryswick 
Treaty  quoted,  to  persuade  us  to  refer  our 
commerce,  as  the  Dutch  then  did  tjieirs,  to 
commissiottet*  to  be  treated  of  after  signing 
the  peace.  He  says,  the  behaviour  of  the 
French  upon  that  occhrioa  lias  giien  us  warn- 
ing; and  it  is  from  thence  ue  have  Ivarncd,- 
tbat  whatever  is  referred,  is  given  op;,  and 
they  most  have  a mean  opinion  of  iliose  whom 
they  would  persuade  to  pursue  the  same  me- 
thod, to  get  the  Tariff  of  1664,  by  which  tha 
Dutch  then  lost  it. 

But  surely  his  lordship  had  either  not  learnt 
this  lesson,  or  bad  entirely,  forgot  it,  when  on 
the  34th  of  May  he  himself  bad  proposed,  as 
hasten  before  observed, tbac.scieral  points 
relating  to  commerce,  requiring  n longer  dis- 
cussion than  that  crisis  wonld  admit,  commis- 
saries  should  be  Bupoiated  toKtlJe  and  adjust 
' the  differences.  But  then  it  seems  they  were 
more  intent  upon  the  general  peace,  Chan  any 
particular  advantages. 

His  lordship  goes  on  te  offn’  an  expedient 
which  was  to  solve  all  the  difficulties : and 
tells  bis  grace,  < I am  commandsd  to  ucqunlnt 
yon,  that  haring  fully  opened  to  the  French 
ministers,  hrr  majesty's  sense  of  the  king’s  en- 
gagemeots  to  lierupon  this  head,  yoo  ace  to  pro- 
pose to  them,  to  strike  out  of  (be  projects  of 
tbe  treaty  of  commerce  (he  9tb  and  lOtb  ur- 
ticles,  and  instead  ih  'reof,  to  insert  one  to  the 
effect  of  that  which  I have  drawn,  ami  wiiiih  . 
comes  here  iiidoseJ and  as  tbe  aoceptnnce 
of  this  amendment  was  in  put  an  end  to  nil  the 
differences,  *od  ct  the  same  time  give  such 
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agreed  to  it.  And  did  insert  this  article 
verbiitim  as  it  vras  seat  in  the  treat;  of  com- 
merce, whicb  makes  tiie  9lli  nnicte  of  the 
treat;  as  it  notr  stands,  and  is  the  same  that 
was  rejected  b;  t]te  last  parlmment;  and  this 
article  nliich  has  been  since  so  uuitersally  and 
justly  condemned  appenrs  to  be  the  tviirk  of 
the  Eneiish  ministry,  and  the  price  for  which 
tbe;  sold  to  I'niiice  the  fishery  nf  Newfound- 

This  treatment  of  Fmnce  could  not  without 
doubt  but  give  the  ministry  the  greatest  un- 
easiness, thuagli  their  apprehensions,  lest  the 
circumstances  they  were  in  should  be  known ; 
far  exceeded  their  concern  at  the  disappoint- 
ment Great  Britain  was  like  to  meet  with. 
They  hadsienori  aseparaie  tren^  with  France 
in  September  1711,  upon  this  single  principle, 
that  die  interests  of  Great  Britain  mere  in  the 
first  place  to  be  adjusted ; aud  as  long  as  they 
had  this  to  say,  they  were  unconcerned  at  all 
other  events.  They  had  gone  on  fur  fifteen 
inontlis  together,  and  acted  in  every  thing  os 
the  instruments  of  France,  and  are  at  last  in 
danger  of  being  disnvowed  by  France  in  the 
most  essential  part  of  all  their  treaty.  One  of 
tJie  chief  iiidueemeius  and  prindpal  conditions  , 
upon  which  the  faul  c^sation  of  arms  wiis  ' 
granted,  was  that  no  privileges  or  advantages  ' 
relating  to  commerce  with  France  shall  be 
yielded  Co  any  foreign  naiion  which  shall  not 
at  the  sameiirne  be  gmnied  to  tho  subjects  of 
her  Britannic  majesty ; but  France  had  now 
reaped  the  full  benefit  of  the  suspension,  and 
were  at  liberty  to  dispute  the  principle  of ' gens 
nmicissima.' 

In  these  circumstances  were  the  English 
ministry  in  Jaauury.  1712-13,  and  to  extricate 
themselves,  they  give  up  all  points  in  dispute 
in  North  America,  and  the  fishery  of  New- 
innndlend,  upon  the  single  coasideration  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce, 
which  the  parliament  rejected  with  a just  lo- 
dignatiun. 

However,  to  hriiig  France  to  a compliance, 
even  opou  these  coaditions,  his  grace  iu  Uie 
someietter  is  iosirocced  to  prevail  with  Franco 
Hi  come  to  this  resolution  without  the  loss  of 
one  momeQt's.Ciaie.  The  parliament  was  sud- 
denly to  meet,  and  it  would  be  necessary  fur 
Che  queen  to  communicate  to  both  Houses  the 
present  state  of  tbe  negotiation.  His  grace  is 
then  to  represent  to  M.  deTorcy,  in  the  best 
manner  he  is  able.  “ How  smoothly  every 
thing  would  glide  along,  if  tlie  queen  was  able 
to  apeak  of  her  own  interests  as  absolucck  de- 
termined with  France ; and  on  the  other  band, 
what  travels  we  shall  be  exposed  to,  and  wlmc 
coafusion  may  arise,  ifour  □egniinlion  appears 
to  be  still  open,  and  if  the  secret  comes  to  be 
divulged,  tliut  France  tefiisea  to  makegood  in 
the  treaty  the  full  effect  of  furmer  promises  to 
the  queen." 

His  tordsliip  having  finished  what  be  had  to 
say  coucemifig  her  majesty’s  particular  in  lercsts, 
he  proceeds  upon  the  geueral  plan  of  peace, 
and  instructs  1^  "gcice'etbklbh'Whs  tO  'io&ink  ' 
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the  French  ministers  would  be  the  measure  of 
her  majesty’s  conduct,  and  what  they  may  ex- 
pect from  her. 

“ Flint  as  the  French  ministers  desire  that 
the  queen  would  precipitate  tlie  conclusion  of 
her  peace,  and  leave  all  the  confederacy  nt  their 
mercy,  they  must  he  told,  that  when  tlie  mutual 
interests  of  France  and  England  arc  settled,  as 
they  will  be,  if  tbe  propositions  contained  in 
the  first  part  of  ibis  letters^  accepted,  the  pie- 
nipotentiarics  of  Great  Britain  shall  publicly 
declare  in  the  congress,  that  they  are  ready  to 
sign  with  (hose  of  Fmnciq  and  shall  call  upon 
tlie  allies  to  quicken  their  negotiations,  and 
conclude  without  loss  of  time.  But  If  they 
seek  unnecessary  ddnys,  ormake  unreason- 
able demands,  her  majesty,  who  has  induced 
(hem  to  treat,  will  by  the  samemeasures  engage 
tliein  to  conclude,  or  nt  least  she  will  sign  wim- 

“ And  tlie  qUecn  liavirtg  once  declared  her 
interests  to  be  settled,  and  her  treaty  ready  cu 
be  signed,  the  general  peace  becomes  from  that 
moment  sure ; and  tlie  remainder  of  tlie  nego- 
ciaiioQ  easy ; it  is  tberefoie  wise  for  the  French 
to  comply  with  litr  mnjesi;." 

The  great  distmctiim  the  ministry  was  in 
appears  sufficiently  from -this  loug  letter  of  Lord 
Boliiigbriike'a  to  theriukeofShrewsbufy : buUo 
lie  more  fully  satisfied  what  theirown  apprehen- 
sions were,  and  what  they  themselves  ihoi^ht  < 
would  be  the  consequenceof  such  proceedings;  . 
it  is  necessary  to  tiave  recourse  to  two  letters 
nritten  about  this  time,  and  upon  this  subject, 
by  lord  Bolingbruke  tu  Mr.  Prior.  One  of  | 
January  the  19th,  the  other  of  the  23d,  0.& 
The  fine  was  of  (he  same  date  as  bis  letter  to  ! 
tlie  duke  ofShrewsbury ; and  (herein  his  lord-  | 
ship  suyx  lo  Mr.  Prior,  “ I have  exhausted  all 
my  stock  of  aigumcnts  in  the  long  letter  which 
by  the  queen’s  order,  I write  to  the  duLe  of 
Slirensburyj  to  you  I can  only  add,  we  stand  I 
indeed  ujioii  the  brink  of  a precipice,  but  the 
French  stand  there  too : Fray  (el!  Al.  du  Toro;  : 
from  me,  that  be  may  get  Robin  and  Horry  I 
hoiiged  ; but  affiiirs  will  soon  run  back  into  so 
much  confusion,  (bat  he  will  wish  us  alive 
again.  To  speak  serinnsly,  unless  the  queen 
can  talk  of  her  interests  as  determined  wiUi 
Franco ; and  onless  your  court  will  keep  our  , 
allies  in  the  wrong,  as  they  are  sufficieailv  i 
at  this  time,  I foresee  inextricable  difficulties, 

“ My  scheme  is  this : lot  France  satisfy  the  ^ 
queen,  and  let  the  queen  immedmtcly  declare 
to  her  parliament,  and  in  the  congress,  TbU 
' she  is  ready  to  sign  ; at  Che  same  time  let  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  show  a disposition  w j 
conclude  ivith  all  the  allies.”  And  then  Iw  I 
lordship  enumerates  the  several  offers  which 
he  would  have  France  make  to  tlie  severu 
allies:  which,  though  very  general  endinsnf- 
ficient,  his  lordship  says,  “ il'sucb  oreriures 
these  (made  to  tlie  allies)  were  not  instant^ 
uccepted,  our  separate  pence  would,  silling  iw 
parliament,  be  addressed  for.  made,  and  np* 
proved ; and  the  cause  of  France  for  once  b** 
'COhte  pophiu 
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nilb  ;our  conmaorl*  a3  to  wLat  I am  (o  do.  Ue 
hopes  bis  proposal  about  Newtcuudlaiid,  which 
he  semis  bis  (ordsliip  iiiclused,  is  such  us  ina; 
lennimae  that  a&ir  to  our  adviuitaee.  If  your 
lordship  is  of  the  same  opiuion,  f shall  haye 
iuure  saiisfaction. 

January  8th,  1712-13.  N.  S.  Mr.  Prior 
having  sent  another  full  account  in  form  to  (he 
secretary  of  state,  writes  the  same  day  to  mj 
lord  treasurer,  thot  he  had  been  in  conference 
with  the  French  ministers  to  adjust  the  points 
undecided  between  her  niaiesty  and  the  lung 
of  France;  that  he  had  sent  lord  Bolinghrube 
the  result  of  those  conferences,  as  well  what 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Frencli  ministers,  as  his 
remarks  upon  each  particular  head;  s 


“ If  they  were  accepted,  let  M.  de  Torcy 
Bit  down  nnd  consider  wlint  a bargain  would 
be  made  for  France;  let  him  rememher  his' 
journey  to  the  Hague,  and  compnie  the  plans 
of  1709,  and  iriS.”  • | 

“ M.  de  Torcy  has  a confidence  in  you  : 
make  use  of  it  once  fir  all  upon  this  occasion, 
and  cnnrince  him  thorou^ily,  that  we  must 
give  a different  turn  to  our  parliament  nnd 
our  people,  accordbg  to  their  resolution  at 
ibis  crisis.” 

The  next  letter  from  his  lordship  to  Mr.  Prior, 
is  upon  (lie  same  subject,  nnd  of  the  same 
strain  : “ We  are  now,”  says  his  lordship,  “ at 
the  true  crisis  of  our  disease,  we  die  at  once 
or  recover  at  once;  let  France  depart  from 
that  stiameful  expedient  by  which  they  thouglit 
to  bubble  us  out  of  the  advantages  which  they 
had  soletnoly  yielded,  and  all  is  well,  otherwise, 
by  God,  both  they  and  we  are  undone.” 

“ Pray  send  Barton  back  as  fast  as  possible; ' 
the  queen  can  neither  delay  the  mecUng  of 
parliament  longer  than  the  8d,  nor  speak  to 
the  Hupses  till  we  bear  from  you.” 

“ My  compliineniB  to  M.  de  Torcy : Let  him 
know,  chat  if  they  do  not  agree  with  the  queen, 
I may  perhaps  be  a refugee ; if  I am,  1 promise 
befdre  ban  J,  to  behave  myself  better  in  France, 
than  the  French  refugees  do  here.  Make  the 
French  ashamed  of  their  sneaking  chicane;  by 
Heaven,  they  treat  like  pedlars,  or,  which  is 
worse  like  attorneys,” 

As  all  these  public  transactions  passed 
through  the  hands  of  lord  Bolingbroke,  wlio, 
although  he  was  secrctaiy  of  stale,  noted  extra 
provindally  in  all  his  correspondence  with 
France ; so  it  appears  at  tlie  same  time,  cliat 
liis  lurdsbip  was  not  the  only  person  in  tlie  se- 
cret; but  that  a greater  influence  chiefly  di- 
rect^ and  governed  all  these  councils.  And 
my  lord  treasurer,  as  in  tho  great  afikir  of  Tour- 
nay,  was  in  ihistransactiou  ibechief  conductor, 
as  may  very  reasonably  be  concluded  by  seve- 
ral letters  that  Mr.  Prior  wrote  about  this  time 
corny  lord  treasurer,  although  Mr.  Prior  has 
not  thought  fit  to  produce  one  letter  from  bis 
lordship  to  him. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  these  letters  Co  my 
lord  treasurer,  were  chiefly  wrote  on  the  same 
days  that  Mr.  Prior  sent 'dispatches  to  the  se- 
cretaries of  state,  giving  an  account  of  liis  pro- 
ceeding, and  desiring  the  queen’s  directiuoE 
upon  them  ; but  it  seems,  he  thought  not  that 
suffleieut  without  knowing  my  lord  treasurer’s 
particular  pleasure  upon  them. 

Mr.  Prior's  dispatch  to  the  secretaries  office 
giving  a full  account  of  the  present  state  of  the 
treaty,  togeclier  witli  several  papers,  memorials, 
anti  propositions  relating  to  cite  points  in  dis- 
pute, aud  concemiug  commerce  and  North 
America,  is  dated  December  28th,  N.  S.  The 
day  after,  Dec.  89th,  1712,  N.  S.  Mr.  Prior 
writes  to  iny  lord  ireasurcr,  and  tells  him,  1 
have  wrote  a book  instead  of  u letter  to  my 
lord  Bolingbroke,  which  I desire  your  turdship 
would  be  pleos^  to  run  over,  that  knowing 
what  I have,djijne  bwur.jptfr 
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says,  I hope  your  lordship  will  fliid  the  whole 
atyusted  so  far  to  your  satisfaction,  as  that  ouc 

flenmoteniiaries  muy  receive  their  final  orders. 

will  not  doubt  but  the  whole  affair  of  New- 
foundland is  adjusted  to  your  desire;  there 
were  some  points  insisted  upon  by  our  pienipo- 
teutiaries  which  the  ministers  here  thought  very 
unreasonable;  and  to  say  a truth  to  my  lord 
treasurer  plainly,  which  I a little  mitigate  to  my 
lord  Bolingbroke,  I think  not  very  reasonable. 
He  then  gives  an  account  that  M.  de  Torcy  was 
surprised,  that  the  Dutch  liad  but  in  part  com- 
plied with  what  lord  StraSbrd  declared  to  them 
to  be  her  majesty’s  resolutions,  to  which  Iiq 
hopes  the  queen  will  send  such  an  answer  as 
may  cut  off  all  delays ; and  upon  this  ocensiou 
Mr.  Prior  says  to  my  lord  treasurer,  “ This  I 
only  write  to  yout  lordship,  it  being  a thing 
that  should  not  be  canvassed  in  council ; and  I 
have  promised  that  the  king  should  hare  liec 
majesty’s  answer  upon  it,  sis  he  d£sires.“ 
January  19th,  1718-13,  N.  S.  Mr.  Prior 
writes  ngain  to  my  lord  treasurer  ; acquaints 
him,  “ That  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  now  sends 
to  lord  Bolingbroke  the  substance  of  their  lost 
couferenceswithM.de  Torcy,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Newfoundland,  to  which  I takeleave  to 
add;  that  your  friend  Tor^  is  in  the  last  con- 
cern to  find  the  duke’s  instructions  so  strict,  in 
apoint  which  cannot  be  giren  up  by  France, 
at  a lime  when  we  ivell  hoped  that  diiference 
was  adjusted.  Fray,  my  lord,  let  ns  have  your 
distinct  aud  positive  orders  hereupon  by  the 
first.  I send  your  lordship  iuclosedn  copy  of 
my  letter  to  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  and  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  desires,  that  «e  may  have  vour 
orders  to  finish.  I believe  Torcy  writes  nini- 
self  to  you,"  Jan.  23d,  J.712-13,  N.  S.  Mr. 
Prior  writes  once  muro  to  my  lord  treasurer, 
and  tells  him,  “ 1 have  already  wrote  so  amply 
to  your  lordsliip,  ou  the  two  great  points  of 
Newtuundland,  and  Che  larilT  of  1664,  and 
expect  so  daily  your  last  orders  upon  these  two 
points,  that  I will  not  trouble  yoa  at  present 
further  than  to  say,  if  these  two  are  settled,  the 
peace  may  be  determined  here  to-morrow,  anti 
sent  the  next  dny  to  Utrecht  to  i esigned.”  And 
on  the  2d  Feh.  1719- 1.3.  Air.  Prior  says  to  my 
lord  treasurer;  “ If  1 dt-sireyou  to  write  to  me 
it  is  because  I reallv  think  it  ftr  the  queen’s  ser- 
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me,  I m!t;  be  able  to  sny,  I liere  the  immediate 
commnmJs  of  my  lord  trenaurer ; and  in  regard 
to  time  friendship  witli  which  ;roii  have  so  piitj- 
lieUy  tionoureil  me,  und  which,  by  the  by, 
does  nil  tlie  huviness  here."  And  on  Feb.  4tli 
“ I shall  direct  niyseir  ns  you  shall  he  pleased 
to  instruct  me  privately." 

If  ynur  Commiiice  had  fund  among  the 
papers  delivered  by  Mr.  Prior,  my  lord  trea- 
surer's answers  to  these  letters,  they  Lave  rea- 
son to  believe  it  would  have  appeared  from 
thein.'huw  far  the  giving  up  thelisliery  of  New- 
foundlniid,  and  the  accepiing  of  the  9ib  article 
of  the  treaty  of  ((umuicrce,  was  owing  to  his 
lordship's  imuiediucc  orders.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, 10  be  a very  extraordinary  proceeding, 
that  tlie  queen's  niiipsters  iti  France,  acting  by 
her  nuihoriiy,  and  under  her  iDstriations, 
should  apply  to  my  lord  treasurer,  for  Ids  dis- 
tinct and  pusitiee  orders  to  release  them  from 
the  queen's  instructions;  because  they  are 
thought  by  the  French  ministers  to  he  loo  strict, 
and  if  it  be  n doubt,  by  whose  order  or  advice 
It  was  procured,  so  much  is  certain,  ih.-it  these 
applications  had  their  desired  elTect;  and  the 
'Ncwfuundland  fishery  was  given  up,  and  the 
advantageswewere  to  receive  from  being  treated 
upon  the  foot  of  gens  8micissima,’were  all  bu- 
uried  in  that  destructive  article,  the  9lh  article 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce. 

The  difficulties  relaiiug  to  North  America 
and  commerce  being  iu  this  manner  decermiaed, 
France  was  whnlly  intent  upon  concluding  and 
signing  with'  Great  Ilritaiu,  without  Lilting  in 
(fie  rest  of  the  allit-s ; and  in  (bis  they  had  the 
good  ihitune  to  have  the  concurrence  and  as- 
sistance of  the  Britbh  ministry. 

By  good  managemeiit,  the  dispute  raised  at 
Utrecht  had  been  so  ordered,  liiac  the  ministers  > 
of  the  allies  could  not  oblnin  any  conferences 
with  those  of  France,  till  tlie  points  in  differ- 
ence were  adjusted  between  England  and  | 
Trance:  by  which  means  it  was  February 
1T12-13,  before  the  Dutch  and  Freoeb  were 
suffered  in  meet : And  it  befag  now  the  busi- 
ness of  Franco  to  conclude  with  Foglami  se- 
parately, the  temper  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiariea  appeared  in,  mndeoll  business  so  imprac- 
ticable, that  the  British  plenipoteatiaricswere 
tinder  « necessity  of  complnhimg  of  it  to  lord 
SoUughroke,  and  to  neqouint  him,  I'eb.  Sd 
1712-13.  “ The  Ffench  appear  so  very  nacom- 
plyiiig  in  every  point  debated,  nnd  so  very 
forward  and  positive  in  their  refusal  of  a great 
many  ibinge,  wliicii  the  Dutch  took  to  he  grant- 
ed and  settled,  as  well  by  her  majesty's  speech 
asthddcclaratioQS  l ately  made  bylurdBlraffurd, 
that  the  disappoiiitincnt  they  met  with,  put 
them  in  the  grcaie-t  conaieroatimi : Keusoo 
w.ns  also  given  us  to  participate  in  these  dis- 
contents, and  to  regard  several  things  which 
appear  contrary  to  wliac  her  mmosty  has  de- 
clared,as  very  unfair;  yet  all  cuat'cuuld  he 
said  prevailed  not." 

Your  committee  is  not  surprised,  that  the 
instances  of  their  excellencies  had  so  liltia  ; 
effect  wiclrtbe  fiKib  picoi|idlediiarie!),  woO' 
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then  expected  that  orders  shonld  be  sent  to 
the  British  pleiiipoteiiiiaries,’  imniodiately  to 
sign  a separate  (leacc,  which,  according  to 
their  expectations,  were  sent,  bv  Mr.  St.  John, 
brother  to  the  lord  BoIinghroLe,  to  conclude 
and  sign  with  France  as  soon  as  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  sltodd  send  ihom  advice  that  the 
propositions  he  was  to  make  at  the  French 
court  were  accepted ; and  on  the  itBlh  lord 
Bnlingbroke  with  the  utmost  joy  acquaints  ihrir 
excellencies,  that  he  had  receiseit  from  ihe 
duke  of  Shrewsbury  the  expected  returns;  and 
which  he  doubted  'not  would  have  reached 
their  lordships.  Hu  had  therefore  niihouc 
staying  to  enter  into  any  other  detail,  dis- 
patched a enurier  to  them,  to  renew,  those  in- 
structions which  he  hoped  were  clearly  enough 
signified  in  chose  (lapers  which  his  brother  car- 
ried. He  acquaints  them  that  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  had  declared,  that  their  lordships 
had  orders,  in  case  the  French  enmplied,  as 
they  now  actually  have  done,  to  sign  her  ma- 
jesty’s peace  with  France  without  further  de- 
lay : nod  that  liis  grace  had  also  declared,  Ihit 
in  this  case  her  majesty  would  open  the  par- 
liament, by  telling  them,  she  liad  made  a 

Ceaee  with  France.  These  twocoHsidcratiDns, 
is  lordship  says,  were  perhaps  the  most  pre- 
valent inducements  to  the  French  court,  to 
come youndly  into  her  majesty's  propositions; 

I and  the  queen  thinks  herself,  for  this  reason, 

! still  the  more  obliged  punctually  and  religi- 
I ously  to  fulfil  these  promises.  Tlie  latter  sue 
will  herself  [lerforro  on  Tutsrlay;  and  the  for- 
mer, it  is  her  pnsilire  command  that  your 
lordships  make  good  as  fast  as  the  necessary 
furins  of  preparing  nnd  executing  (lie  instru- 
ments will  allow.  And  his  lordship  looking 
upon  it  now,  that  the  chief  difficulties  relating 
tu  the  treaty  of  peace  were  removed  ; as  like- 
wise in  (lie  treaty  of  commercfi.  by  the  article 
drawn  by  himself,  and  proposed  by  the  duke  of 
Sliretvsbury.'he  gives  tlieir  excellencies  positive 
orders,  without  any  delay,  to  execute  tlie 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  France. 

On  the  7lh,  and  90th,  of  Marcli,  O.  S,  lord 
Bolingbroke  repeats  these  positive  orders,  and 
insists,  (hat  ibe  peace  aliould  be  concluded 
with  that  precipitation  wliich  her  majesty 
would  have  used.  And  it  is  observable,  limi 
among  all  the  demands  that  were  made,  upon 
aceouut  i)f  any  prince  or  potentate,  none  at 
(his  time  met  with  the  least  regard ; when,  at 
the  same  time,  the  interest  of  the  ptinceu 
Ursini  is  espoused  in  the  strongest  terms.  And 
id  the  same  letter,  March  the  3d,  O.  S.  where 
Ids  lordship,  speaking  of  the  consequence  of 
the  restoration  of  the  elector  of  Bnvsria  to 
his  electorate,  says,  “ Her  majesty  dues  not 
much  enter  into  the  nation  uf  tne  degradmion 
of  Ilrmover  as  n matter  of  any  importance. 
His  lordship  declares,  " That  the  principality 
ill  some  part  of  the  Spnnish  Netherlands,  with  ■ 
revenue  of  30,000  crowns  demanded  for  the 
princess  Ursini,  most  be  made  to  ilie  emperor, 
«2itl  aU'pflrtIe*"Oonfetmlrf,''8  condition,  ‘ 

, ' qua  uoo,'  of  the  ggnetal  peace.” 
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I!ut  llic  British  ])Ienipoteiitiariei,  who  were 
to  sign,  liad  some  difficulties ; and  they  oc- 
(]u*mt  lord  Buliiigbroke;  We  could  say  a 
great  deal  to  justily  our  cautious  proceedings 
with  the  French;  and  are  saiisfied,  that  your 
lordship  would  of  the  same  opinion,  if  you 
were  to  see  their  way  of  negotiating  with  alt 
the  allies ; and  how  hard  it  is  for  us  to  obtain 
iicre  what  to  your  lordship  seems  impossible 
the  Freuch  shouldraake  any  difficulty  to  graot." 

The  repeatetl  orders  to  the  plenipotentiories 
prevailed  at  last  so  far  upon  them,  as  to  ac- 
quaint the  allies,  tJie  queen  found  it  necessary 
to  conclude  her  own  pence  wlffiout  delay ; and 
that  tiinesliouLd  be  allowed  those  that  are  not 
ready;  But  they  still  avoided  the  actual  sign, 
iiig,  till  the  rest  of  the  allies,  whose  treaties 
were  in  a forwardness,  were  ready  to  sign  with 
them ; and,  to  justify  themselves,  they  acquaint 
the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  that,  besides  other 
considerations,  their  chief  objection  was,  that 
though  they  had  orders  to  sign  a particular 
peace,  yet  their  full  powers  under  the  great 
seal,  only  authorized  them  to  negotiate,  agree, 
and  conclude  Che  conditions  of  a good  and  ge- 
neral peace,  agreeable  to  the  interest  of  all, 
and  each  of  the  allies.  And  what  made  them 
more  averse,  was  the  great  iinportuniiy  with 
which  tlie  French  pushed  them  to  sign  sepa- 
rately. We  are  surprised  at  the  eagerness  of 
llie  French  ministers  to  have  us  condude  with 
them  alone,  when  so  many  of  the  allies  are,  in 
a manner,  ready  to  join  with  us ; nor  can  we 
enough  apprehend  the  consequences  nt  home 
of  doing  It  nlone. 

Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  says  he  has  not  sa- 
gacity enough  to  hlid  the  objections  that  the 
plenipuieiiiiaries  had  made  to  their  first  full 
powers,  for  their  satisfaction,  sends  them  a 
new  commission,  and  repeats  to  them  positive 
orders  to  sign  and  condude  v%iih  France;  for 
which  purpose  they  were  to  appoint  a day  to 
desire  them  to  be  ready;  and  at  the  same  lime 
to  press  such  as  could  not  be  ready  by  that 
day,  to  fiz  some  other  on  which  they  will  sign. 

By  this  new  commission,  his  lordship  tells 
them,  they  have  a power,  as  before  ‘ traciaiidi 
' conveiiiendique'  the  conditions  of  a good  and 
general  peace,  which  is  no  more  than  you  '■■■“ 
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do  when  you  are  to  ofier,  jaincl|t  with  the 
allies. 


ministers  of  France,  a general 


These  difficulties  of  the  plenipotentiaries 
made  my  lord  treasurer,  who  never  failed  to 
exert  himself  when  he  founrl  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, think  it  iiigh  time  to  interpose  his  au- 
thority ; and  accordingly,  March  the  31st, 
N.  S.  wrote  to  my  lord  StralTord  in  this  raan- 
ner;  “ I must  feUckaie  your  excellency  upon 
the  success  of  all  your  zeal,  and  the  true  love 
you  have  shewn  to  your  queen,  your  country, 
and  repose  of  all  Europe."  _ 

The  reinaininj;  danger  is,  lest  we  should 
suffer  shipwreck  in  the  sight  of  the  port.  The 
nation  here  are  five  hundred  to  one  for  peace. 
The  warriors  are  driven  from  their  out-works  ; 
the  laitretreppl<^at^hej.feMf?'l^.^®*iy,» 


I must  soy  tfiis  operates  much  here : The  for-  , 
uieot  begins  to  work,  and  it  will  be  impossible 
to  answer  for  the  turn  the  House  of  Cominuns 
will  take,  if  these  delays  provoke  them  further. 
Tfiey  all  feel  how  many  liundred  ihousaud 
pounds  this  needless  pruiraciioil  costs  them. 
We  now  inaintaiii  forty  nine  thousuud  effective 
men  by  land,  and  thirty  thousand,  within  a 
trifle,  by  sea.  In  the  mean  time,  the  merchants 
lie  off,  and  will  not  come  into  port  ; the  auiase- 
menc  .of  stories  invented  by  the  faction,  and 
the  correspondence  and  encouragement  that 
party  gives  to  tlieir  friends  to  hold  oat,  and  to 
wait  for  some  unhappy  accident  that  may  un- 
ravel nil  which  is  done ; Add  to  this,  the  ill 
humour  which  will  grow  in  members,  by  lieing 
kept  so  long  in  town  idle  ; ami  in  one  word, 
all  that  bas  been  unsettled  for  many  days,  is 
not  wortli  one  day’s  charge  England  is  at  ex- 
traordinarily by  this  delay.  I find  this  seems 
to  be  the  prevailing  universal  opinion  here;  and 
that  Fiauce  has  acquitted  herself;  tlie  only 
stop  is  now  at  Utrecht.”  But  this  scop  did  not 
now  rciiiaiii  lung;  and  as  his  lordship  never 
vet  appeared  in  vain,  all  further  obstructions 
at  Utrecht  wereafier  this  soon  removed.  April 
theJsMllb,  1713,  the  treaties  of  peace  aud 
commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  France 
were  signed,  between  two  and  Cluee  in  the  af- 
ternoon. This  example  was  followed  by  se- 
veral of  the  allies,  who  came  dropping  in  one 
nfier  another  : and  last  of  all,  when  it  was  iu 
vain  to  hold  out  any  longer,  the  Dutch  about 
niidniglic  signed  their  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce;  and  the eniperuraiid  empire alime 
chose  rather  to  beer  tlie  whole  weight  of  the 
war,  than  submit  to  such  disudvantupeous  and 
dishonourable  terms  as  hud  been  carved  out 
for  ibem  by  England  and  France. 

The  peace  being  thus  settled  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  yoiir  Commil'ce  find,  from 
the  negotiation  which  remained  stilt  to  be  car- 
ried on  with  Spain,  that  the  ipieen's  plenipoten- 
tiaries did  suffer  a clause  to  be  insetted  at  tlia 
end  of  the  loth  article  of  the  peace  with 
Spain,  whereby  they  gave  a pretence  to  the 
Spaniards  Co  claim  a right  to  fish  at  Kew- 
foundUnd. 

Tlie  words  of  the  article  are  these  : Whereas 
it  is  insisted  on  the  part  of  Spain,  that  certain 
rights  of  fisbing  at  the  island  of  Newfouadland, 
belong  to  the  Ouipuscoans,  or  other  subjects  of 
the  catholic  king  ; her  Britannic  majesty  con- 
sents and  agrees,  that  ail  such  privileges  as  tlie 
Guipuscoaiis,  and  other  people  of  Spain,  are 
able  to  make  claim  to  by  right,  shall  be  allowed 
and  preserved  to  them. 

This  claim  of  the  Spaniards  is  contrary  to 
the  7th  and  8lh  nrticlej  of  the  treaty  made  with 
that  crown  by  sir  William  Godolphin,  the  Slh- 
18th  July,  1070,  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  the 
most  serene  king  of  Grenl  Britain,  his  heirs 
and  successers,  shall  have,  hold,  keep,  and  en- 
joy for  ever,  witli  plenary  right  of  sovereignty, 
dominion,  pDSSi-ssloii,  and  property,  oil  tuose 
land,  regions,  islande,  colonies,  niio  places 
^^U|fYef,^,?,iil6orsi^ate_dipth^ 
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or  in  BDj  part  of  America  which  the  said  kin^ 
of  Great  Britain,  aod  his  subjects,  do  at  pri ' 
sent  bold  and  possess. 

Aud  that  die  suhjocU  and  inhabitants,  mer- 
clituit«,  cnpiams,  uiescets  of  ships,  niarineri,  of 
the  kingdoms,  provinces,  and  dominions,  of  each 
contcderaie  respectirelj,  shall  abstain  and  for- 
bear to  sail  and  trade  in  the  ports  and  havens 
which  have  fortiRcationa,  ensiles,  magazines,  or 
warc-lmuses,  and  in  all  other  places  whatsoever, 
possessed  bythe  other  party  ui  die  West  Indies ; 
lu  n il,  thcsubjeccsof  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
shall  not  sail  unto,  and  trlde  in  the  havens  and 
jdacev,  which  the  catholic  king  huldeth  indie 
said  Indies ; nor  in  like. manner,  shall  the  sub- 
jccis  of  the  king  of  Spain  fail  unto,  or  trade  in 
chose  places,  wliicl)  are  possessed  there  by  the 
kiug  of  Great  Britain. 

Tiie  bijard  of  trarle  was  consulted  upon  the 
Spaniards  cluiiiiiugu  ri(;bi  tn  fish  at  Newfound- 
land soon  alter  the  late  peace,  andrctuniuil  the 
followiug  answer  to  lord  Dartmouth,  dated 
June  19th  1712-13. 

That  in  obedience  to  her  majesty’s  com- 
tnatid*,  signified  to  us  hy  your  lordships  of  the 
1st  iusuim,  we  have  considered  the  extract  of 
a memorial  from  (he  marquis  de  Montcleoo,  re- 
lating to  a claim  of  die  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Guipuscua,  to  fish  on  the  coast  of 
NeuTouodlaod  ; and  thereupon  take  leave  to 
inform  your  lordsiop,  liiat  we  have  discoursed 
with  such  persons  as  arc  able  to  give  us  infor-  i 
znation  iu  iliat  matter ; and  we  find  that  some  | 
Spaniards  have  come  thither  wicii  passes  from  '■ 
her  majesty,  and  others  may  have  fished  there 
privaiely  ; but  never  any,  that  we  can  learn, 
did  do  it  as  of  right  belonging  to  them. 

By  tiie  act  to  encourage  the  trade  to  New- 
foundland. passed  in  cbe  10th  and.  11th  years  of 
his  late  majesty,  when  we  were  io  amity  and 
alliance  with  Spain,  it  is  declared  and  enacted, 
that  no  alien  ur  stranger  whatsoever,  not  re- 
airiiog  wiibin  tlie  kingdom  of  England,  domi- 
nion of  Wales,  or  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
shall  at  any  time  hercailer  take,  bait,  or  use 
any  sort  ol'  trade  or  fishing  whatsoever,  in  New- 
foundland, or  iu  any  of  the  isluiids  adjacent : 
porsoant  to  wluch  act,  instructions  bare  been 
given  every  year  to  the  commodores  of  the 
convoys,  to  prevent  foreigners  cocniog  thither. 

The  Committee  find  themselves  at  a loss  to 
account  for  the  reasons  that  prevailed  with  the 
mihsiry  tn  admit  the  insertion  of  this  article ; 
and  upon  tins  occasion  they  think  themselves 
obliged  til  acquaint  the  House,  that  they  find 
very  few  footsieps  remaining  of  the  whole  trails- 
action,  relating  to  commerce  with  Spain.  It 
appears  that  the  inaiia|enient  of  it  was  entrusted 
with  Mr.  Gillingham,  nn  Irish  papist,  who  was 
sent  thither  for  iliat  purpose  ; for  which  reason 
lord  Lexington,  in  bis  letters  to  leril  Dartmouth, 
frequently  excuses  himself  for  not  writing  upon 
thill  subject,  Mr.  Gillingham  giving  such  full 
accounts  of  (he  matter;  notwitnstan<I!ng  which, 
no  one  letter  from  Mr.  Gillingliam  Co  the  se- 
cretaries ofhre  can  he  found  ; and  the  com- 
mittee ve  idilui:^^tdb<;lievejtlia(''thi9  whole ' 
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transaction  was  carried  on  by  another  wav. 
Prom  a letter  of  lord  Lexington  to  lord  Dart^ 
miiut]i  of  January  the  9th  1713,  wliereiu  his 
iordiliip,  speaking  of  the  business  of  commerce, 
says,  “ Mr.  Gilliugbam  gives  an  account  of  the 
steps  we  hare  made,  so  1 don't  ironble  you  with 
them  again  ; knowing  that  wliat  goes  to  mj 
lord  treasurer,  is  tlie  same  os  to  yourself.” 

From  this  passage  it  appears  evident  to  your 
Committee,  tliat  a correspondence  was  carried 
on  between  the  earl  ofOxford  and  Mr.  Gilling- 
ham, in  relatiun  Co  our  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Spain.  But  for  want  of  the  papers  which  passed 
between  tiieni  upnn  this  subject,  your  com- 
mittee is  likewise  at  a loss  to  find  what  mo- 
tives could  induce,lbe  British  ministry  to  admit 
so  essential  an  alcemrion  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce, kigned  by  the  queen's  plenipotentiaries, 
as  is  made  by  the  three  cxpUiiuiory  articles, 
ns  they  are  called,  w bu  h ure  added  to  the  said 
treaty,  aud  are,  in  an  unprecedented  manner, 
inserted  in  ibe  ratification  of  it ; notwithsund- 
ipg  it  doth  uot  appear,  they  had  ever  been  con- 
sented to,  much  Icsssigiied,  hyany  uf  Uieqncen's 
plcmpotcntiu'ies;  airniiigst  other  very  material 
disadvantages  to  which  these  articles  subject 
our  merchaois,  your  Committee  is  informed, 
that,  by  virtue  of  them,  Spain  docs  actually  at 
this  time  demand  of  our  merchoiiU  foorteeo 
per  cent,  on  accoontof  Cientos,  Milloaes,  and 
Alcavalas,  over  and  above  fifteen  per  cent, 
which  they  exact  for  ocher  duties,  (No.  44.) 
which  added  to  them,  amounts  to  do  less  iban 
twenty  nine  per  cent,  whereas,  it  is  notorious, 
that,  during  toe  reign  of  king  Charles  3,  ofSpoio, 
the  whole  duties  exacted,  ami  paid  by  our  mer- 
cliauts,  for  nil  goods  imported  to  the  several 
ports  of  Spain,  computed  by  an  average  did 
never  exceed  ten  per  cent,  but  rather  fell  short 
of  it.  By  what  management  these  artcles  were 
ratified,  and  bow  legal  and  warrantable  it  was 
to  affix  the  great  seal  to  articles  so  pernicious 
io  (heir  contents,  and  so  irregularly  ofiered,  your 
I Committee  must  submit  to  tliecoosideration  of 
the  House. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  gone  through 
the  chieftraosnetions  relating  to  thenegociatioas 
of  peace  and  commerce,  proceed  to  oner  to  the 
House  what  they  have  round  material  in  cbe 
papers  referred  to  ihem  coiicerniiigtheCacalBas. 

After  several  unsucce^ful  attempts  by  the 
way  of  Portugal,  and  tlie  design  upon  Cadiz,  to 
settle  king  Charles  on  the  throne  of  SjMiin  j and 
tliat  the  confederate  fleet  had  appeal  before 
I Barcelona  in  1704,  without  the  desired  success; 

I her  mojesly  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1705, 
j sent  Blr.  Crowe  as  her  minister  to  Genoa,  with 
I private  instructions  which  are  here  annexed, 

; (No.  45.)  to  tlie  fillowing  effect  t That  her^'maje^ 

I ty  being  iuforuted,  that  the  peopleofCataloDia 
I were  inclined  to  cast  off  tlie  yoke  imposed  on 
I them  by  llio  French ; and  hy  withdrawing 
themselves  from  the  power  of  the  duke  ofAnjoo, 
to  return  to  the  obedience  of  tlie  House  of 
Austria,  was  desirous  to  maintain  and  improve 
tliat  good  disposition  in  tiiern  ; and  to  indues 
' thrto  ttr  pill  ihb  uiad  spWdilj ' in  esecuUon, 
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had  made  elioice  oFliiin  to  carry  on  so  (treat  a 
worl>,  for  the  advantage  of  her  service,  and  the 
good  of  the  coDimon  cause.  lie  is  therefore 
ordered  to  repair  to  Genoa,  L^horn,  or  such 
othei  neutral  country  or  place,  as  he  should 
judge  nsOst  proper,  for  carrying  on  her  inajeaty’s 
service  in  this  particular ; and  to  treat  with  the 
Catalans,  or  any  other  people  ofSpain,  about 
their  coming  into  the  interest  of  Charles  the 
third  of  .Spam,  and  joining  with|lier  majesty  and 
her  allies.  l‘or  that  purpose  lie  is  to  iuferni 
himself  what  number  of  forces  they  will  raise, 
and  what  they  expect  shall  be  sent  to  assist 
them  : If  any  of  the  nobility  insist  upon  a sum 
of  money  to  ho  advanced  to  tliem,  he  must 
assure  them,  be  dot^  not  doubt  but  I>e  shall  be 
jmpovrered  to  remit  to  them  whatsoever  is  ne- 
cessary and  reasonable  for  their  support,  as 
soon  a.s  they  are  actually  iu  tlie  field  : That  he 
shall  give  the  Catalans,  or  other  Spaniards,  as- 
surances of  her  majesty’s  utmost  endeavours  to 
procure  the  establishment  of  all  such  rights  and 
immunities  as  they  have  formerly  enjoy^  under 
(he  House  of  Austria  ; that  she  has,  for  their 
further  satisfaction,  sent  to  king  Charles  the 
third,  for  powers  for  confiriuing  the  same  to 
them  ; and  that  she  is  willing,  if  they  insist  on 
it,  CO  give  her  guarranly  that  it  shall  be  done. 

Jdr.  Crowe  had  also  a commission,  (No>46.) 
of  the  same  date  with  his  instructions,  to  treat 
with  the  Catalans  upon  the  terms  before-men- 
tioned, upon  this  express  condition  on  their 
aide,  that  they  shuuld  acknowledge,  and  receive 
king  Charles  ns  lawful  lung  of  Spain,  and  ut- 
terly ruauunce  the  House  of  Bourbon. 

He  had  with  this,  credemial  letters,  (No.  47,) 
signed  by, the  queen,  directed  to  the  nobility, 
oiagistrates,  and  all  officers  civil  ami  military, 
of  CuCalonia,  desiring  them,  to  depend  upon  l£e 
promises  he  should  make  lliem  in  her  name. 

Tlie  earl  of  Pecerboroiigb,  and  sir  Cloudesly 
Shovel,  by  their  instructions,  (No.  48,)  dated 
May  1st,  1705,  are  likewise  ordered  to  use 
their  endeavours  to  induce  the  Cacniaiu  to  join 
with  cbeio  in  their, undertakings;  and  to  ani- 
mate that  people  to  prosecute  their  liberty 
with  mere  vigour,  they  are  empowered  to  as- 
sure tliero  of  the  qnean's  support,  and  to  pro- 
mise them  in  the  queen's  name,  that  site  will 
secure  them  a cnnnrmation  of  Choir  rights  and 

Erivileges  from  the  king  of  Spain,  that  they  tuny 
e settled  on  a lasciug  foundation  Co  them  and 
their  posterities.  But  lest  persuasions  nlnno 
should  not  prevail,  they  are  ordered,  in  case  the 
Catalans  make  no  suitable  retarn  to  these  kind 
oQers,  to  annny  the  towns  on  the  coast  of  Spain, 
and  to  reduce  Oieni  by  force. 

Iu  confonniiy  to  these  instructions,  a de- 
claration was  drawn  here,  and  delivered  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Harley  to  the  earl  of  Peterhornugb, 
for  his  lordship  to  publish  in  Spain,  full  of  os- 
toratices  in  the  queen’s  name,  of  support,  and 
of  their  liberiies  on  the  one  hand,  and  threats 
on  the  ocher : which  declamtion  his  lordship, 
on  his  arrival  in  Spain,  did  accordingly  publish, 
(No.  49.) 

Xlic  succesfej  that^xp^fibiV  h%^'  uoi’%1^' 


here  particulsrly  mentioned.  King  Charlee,  in 
his  letter  to  the  queen,  Oct.  S3,  1705,  gives  an 
account  of  them,  and  what  they  were  owing 
to,  viz.  “ The  assurances  of  your  majesty^ 
generous  protection,  upon  which  my  subjects 
in  Catalonia  expose  their  lives  and  fortunes.” 

No  want  of  fidelity  or  zeal  for  the  common 
cause,  during  a long  war,  that  abounded  witit 
, extraordinary  turns  of  fortune,  was  ever  ob> 
jected  to  these  people;  on  the  contrary,  they 
received  to  the  last  the  applauses  of  the  allies, 
and  assurances  repeated  to  them  by  every  ge- 
neral and  minister  that  was  sent  from  Ui^at 
Britain  to  that  country,  that  they  should  never 
be  abandoned. 

When  the  queen  entered  into  separate  mea- 
sures of  peace,  lord  Lexington  was  sent  ambas- 
sador to  Spain ; at  which  time,  considering  the 
circumstances  of  king  Philip's  affairs,  and  the 
obligations  he  had  then  received  from  the 
queen,  the  Catalan  privileges,  if  plainly  de- 
mand^ Olid  insisted  upon,  could  not  have  been 
refused,  and  without  it,  could  never  be  expected 
to  be  granted  to  a people  so  remarkably  zealous 
for  the  common  cause. 

But  bis  lordship’s  instructions,  (No.  50,)  in- 
stead of  directing  him  to  insist  upon  this,  ns  a 
coiidiciou  of  the  queen’s  coming  into  the  peace, 
order  him  only  to  represent  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  that  it  is  no  less  for  the  king's  interest, 
than  for  the  queen’s  hoirour,  that  a general 
amnesty  without  exception  be  granted  to  dll 
Spaniards  who  have  adhered  to  the  House  of 
Austria,  and  in  a particular  manner  to  the 
Catalans,  with  regard  to  their  persons,  estates, 
dignities,  and  privil^es, 

Tiiese  Instructions,  though  very  defective, 
were  uot  complied  wifli ; for  lord  Lexington, 
in  the  lltb  nrtjcle  of  his  paper,  which  is  called 
demands,  (No.  .51,)  delivered  to  the  court  of 
Spain  upoo  his  arrival  there,  expresses  himself 
thus : TIue  the  queen  prays  his  Catholic  ma- 
jesty, time  a general  amnesty  without  excep- 
tion he  granted ; but  leaves  out  the  words  m 
bis  instructions  with  regard  to  their  persons, 
estates,  dignities,  and  privileges. 

The  king's  answer  was,  That  the  general  am- 
nesty rclatiitg  entirely  to  the  general  peace, 
was  not  'proper  fnr  llie  present  treaty ; and 
therefore  ho  leaves  it  to  be  then  treated  of: 
that  bis  jcsjesty  will  make  use  of  his  great  cle- 
mency, jirovided  the  queen  will  contribute  to 
the  safety,  to  the  repose,  and  to  the  interests, 
of  so  many  faithful  subjects,  who,  according  to 
their  duty,  had  fuILowed  his  righteous  cause  in 
Flanders,  and  in  all  the  pans  ofitniy:  andihat 
an  express  article  he  inserted  in  the  peace, 
wherein  it  shtll  be  declared.  That  all  sul^ecU 
who  have  done  their  duly,  by  adhering  Co  his 
Catholic  majesty,  shall  l«  established  in  their 
estates  and  honours,  of  wlmt  nature  soever 
they  be,  which  they  enjoyed  when  they  were 
uocier  bis  obedience;  and  Uiot  they  may  mort- 
gage, exchange  or  sell,  at  their  pleasure ; and 
that  they  ihalJ  have  full  liberty  to  continue  ia 
the  service  of  their  king;  and  that  neither 
whatsoever, 
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they  sLall  receire  tbe  least  piojudice,  or  ilic 
least  lianii  in  tbeir  ntntes  and  liunours,  or  nny 
molestation  uhaieter,  niid  iliat  any  municipal 
law  to  tlie  contrary  (It  there  be  any  such)  sball 
be  mode  void  by  the  treaty  of  pence. 

I/Ord  Lexington  irunsiniu  this  answer  to 
Piigland,  whicli,  ihoiigli  coQtaining  a direct  re- 
lutal  at  present  of  what  was  desired,  nnd  uuly 
general -assur-inces  of  cletneiicy  from  tbe  king, 
on  conditions  that  could  not  possibly  be  ex- 
pected lo  be  complied  with;  yet  liis  lordship 
tn  his  letter  Co  lord  DarCtnouch,  writes  word. 
That  the  11th  article  (which  is  this  about  the 
Catalans)  was  ngreed  to;  and  tliinks  whne 
the^  desire  b but  justice : and  then  goes  on; 
“ 1 lius,  my  lord,  I have  finished  my  negotiation 
in  the  best  manner  I could,  and  hope  it  will  be 
to  her  majesty's  saiisfactioii." 

No  dissatisfactioo  was  shewn  by  the  ministry 
in  England,  either  with  thb  manner  of  nego- 
tiating, or  the  fruiclessuess  ofit,  but  he  is  or- 
dered to  proceed  in  the  business,  both  as  it  was 
an  act  o(  hninaniiy,  wlitch  every  one  to  the 
vtniosc  of  their  power  ought  to  promote;  and 
that  the  interest  of  the  king  of  Spain  was  most 
nearly  concerned  by  that  means  to  get  tbe 
Germans  out  of  the  country. 

Hereupon  another  momorial  lot  an  amnesty 
is  presented,  the  motive  used  to  induce  cite 
king  to  grant  it,  is  hb  own  interest,  and  to  re- 
move the  Germans,  without  any  notice  token 
of  the  queen’s  honour  being  coccerned  in  the 

The  king  answered,  That  the  Catalans  liad 
deserved  little  from  him ; chat  they  were  now 
reduced  to  a small  extent  of  ground,  by  the 
withdrawing  of  Cite  troops  of  Brittiin  and  Tor- 
tngal;  that  his  troops,  and  those  of  the  king  his 
grandfather,  were  entering  into  their  country 
by  three  several  ways ; therefore  more  in  com- 
plaisBuce  to  the  queen,  than  for  the  arguments 
that  had  been  oaered,  he  was  willing  to  grant 
his  pardon  to  those  Catalans,  who  acknowledg- 
ing hb  clemency,  and  repenting  them  of  their 
error,  should  submit  to  his  dominion  and  vas- 
salage, within  a time  to  be  preSsed. 

Count  SinzeadorS',  in  the  project  for  evacu- 
ating Catalonia,  insisted  upon  the  preserving 
the  people  their  privileges : but  tm  king  of 
^ain  refused  it,  and  would  only  grant  tliein  an 
amnesty  and  pardon. 

Lord  Dartmouth  in  hu  letters  both  to  the 
marquis  de  Monteleone,  and  lord  Lexington, 
says.  He  cannot  express  the  queeu's  surprise  to 
hear,  that  the  privileges  of  the  Catalans  were 
not  intended  Co  be  preserved  to  them  by  tbe 
court  of  Spain ; that  those  privileges  were  ne- 
cessarily included  in  tbe  meaning  nf  a general 
amnesty  already  granted;  that  thb  was  an  nf- 
fiiir  wherein  the  queen's  honoar  was  extremely 
concerned,  and, that  she  was  obliged  by  motives 
of  conscience  nut  to  depart  from  it.  Lord 
Lexington  is  hereupon  ordered  to  insbt  twain 
upon  it,  in  the  strongest  manner  imaginable ; 
that  when  Che  king  uf  Spain  b convinced  of 
her  majesty's  steadiness,  nnd  the  firmness  of  her 
resolution  rs  adtleve  ig>  this  deiil«a<!,  oo  doubt  - 


he  will  yield  to  what  has  been  so  solemnly  pro- 
utised,  and  b in  itself  so  reasotiable.  lljat  the 
marquis  de  Monteieone,  being  restraiucil  by  hu 
instructions  from  treaiiiig  iipun  this  point/ the 
negotiutiiig  uf  it  mirsc  mtirely  lie  upun  lord 

Accordingly  hb  lurdsliiji  presents  another 
memorial  for  a general  munesiy,  with  the  con- 
firmation uf  all  tlieir  privileges.  The  amnesty 
he  says,  was  granted,  but  the  privileges  intirely 
refused,  and  m sudi  a positive  stile  as  he  never 
met  with,  but  in  demanding  u tract  of  ground 
about  Gibraltar. 

Ill  another  letter,  speaking  of  the  many  do 
■liab  be  met  with  in  .Spain,  he  says,  “ Things 
arc  not  here  upon  the  same  foot  as  they  were 
before  ihe  suspension,  for  the  king  told  me 
these  ivords.  We  know  that  the  peace  is  o.s  ne- 
cessary for  you  ns  for  us,  and  that  you  will  nnt 
break  it  off  for  a trifle.” 

It  may  seeui  at  first  sight  unaccountable 
bow  the  queen’s  endeavours  could  fail  of  suc- 
cess, when  she  declared  her  conscience  was 
concerued  in  this  matter,  and  that,  though  she 
desired  a peace,  she  would  not  net  incuusist- 
eiitly  with  honour  uiid  justice  to  obtain  it. 

Tlie  first  fatal  step  to  the  ruin  of  the  Cata- 
lans, was  the  orders  sent  lord  Lexington,  (con- 
trary to  his  first  instructions)  upon  lib  arrival 
at  lilodrid'to  ackiiowlcge  Philip  as  king  of 
Spain  in  a private  audience,  before  any  one 
article  of  peace  or  commerce  was  settled  with 
him,  which  put  him  in  a condition  of  refusing 
tliis,  and  whatever  else  he  should  think  lit. 

The  manner  how  Spain  gained  this  impor- 
tant, point  appears  to  be  as  follows;  Lord 
Dartinoutb  Imd  acquainted  Mr.  Prior,  that 
lord  Lexington  was  not  to  acknowledge  Philip 
ns  king  of  Spain,  till  be  bad  ngreed  to  the  de- 
mands his  lordship  nns  to  make  in  the  queeu's 

However  lord  Dartmouth  thinks  it  conve- 
nient the  sentiments  oftlic  French  court  should 
be  known  upon  tius  matter  as  soon  os  possi- 
ble. 

This  melltod  of  proceeding  with  Spain  was 
very  niuch  disliked  in  France,  nnd  Mr.  Prior 
writes  lord  Dnrtinoutba  very  elaborate  letter, full 
of  M.  de  Torcy’s  reasons  to  induce  our  minis^ 
to  recede  from  that  point,  and  concludes  with 
this  remarkable  one ; “ That  tlie  whole  treaty 
being  eventual,  this  acknowledcment  of  Philip 
as  king  of  Spain,  would  fall  as  the  other  points, 
unless  the  conditions  were  made  good,  and  iht 
peace  agreed  and  ratified,'' 

Hereupon  lord  Boliugbroke  determines  this 
matter  in  favour  of  Spain,  by  imputing  ^e 
funner  directions  to  lord  Dartmouth's  mistaking 
the  queen’s  tneaoing  : And  writes  Mr.  Pnoi 
word  that  he  was  equally  surprised  and  vexed, 
to  find  by  the  uncouth  way  of  cxplnioing  the 
queen’s  sense,  that  Mr.  Prior  had  been  led  to 
imagine  it  was  iutended  lord  Lexington  should 
mate  any  difficulty  of  acknowledging  the  king 
of  Spain  os  suqh.  ■“  The  proceeding  this  way, 
by  acknowledging  the  king  in  the  first  place, 
i(aayahii  tOTtlSnp;)  ><  teeiuynatural,  civil,  and 
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unexctptionnble,  but  any  other  sclieme  is 
iibsurd,  and  incnnsittent  with  all  the  rest  of 
our  proceedings.”  And  then  concluties,  “ for 
God’s  sake,  dear  Mat,  hide  the  nakedness  of  tiiy 
country,  and  give  the  best  turn  thy  fertile 
brain  will  furnish  thee  with,  to  the  blunders  of 
thy  countrymen,  who  are  not  much  better  po- 
liticians than  the  French  arc  poets.” 

Lnrd  Dartmouth  it  seems  thought  fit  to  ac- 
quiesce, and  the  sunie  day  that  tliis  letter  svns 
writ,  dispatched  orders  to  Jord  Lexington,  to 
acknowledge  king  Philip  in  the  first  place, 
notwithstanding  his  former  instrUCUonj  to  the 
contrary. 

I3ut  to  return  to  the  Catalans.  Nor  did  the 
ministers  shew  that  zeal  for  the  queen’s  honour 
as  might  be  expected,  but  plainly  gave  this 
matter  up.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  his  letter  to 
the  queen's  plenipotentiarieu  at  Utrecht,  tells 
them,  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  England  Co 
preserve  the  Catalan  liberties ; and  likewise 
begs  leave  to  make  an  observatioo  to  tliein,  chat 
theCatalan  privileges  are  the  power  of  the  purse 
and  sword  ; bni  Chat  the  Casiillian  privileges, 
which  the  king  of  Spain  will  give  them  (in  ex- 
change for  their  Catalan)  are  die  iiberiy  of 
trading,  and  resorting  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
A cafiacity  of  holding  those  beneficial  employ- 
mencs  the  king  has  to  bestow  in  America ; 
which,  says  liis  lordship,  “ are  nf  inlinitely 
greater  value  to  those  who  intend  to  live  in  a 
due  subjection  to  authority.” 

“ Lord  Lexington  also,  instead  of  sopponing 
the  Catalan  privileges,  treated  the  people  as 
rebels  ; and  to  induce  Spain  to  make  peace 
with  Portugal,  puts  M.  Orry  in  mind  uf  the 
necessity  Spain  is  inof  withdrawing  theircroops 
from  Audalusia,  in  order  to  end  (he  rebellion 
of  the  Catalans.  (No.  9.1.) 

When  the  convention  was  forced  upon  Ihe 
emperor  for  the  evacuating  Catalonia,  the 
imperial  ministers  at  IJtrecbc  itisisied  upon  the 
preserving  by  that  treaty  the  privileges  of  Ca- 
talonia, blajorca,  and  Ivica;  but  France  and 
her  ciinfederatts  insisting,  that  that  matter* 
should  be  referred  to  the  peace,  the  imperial 
ministers  at  Inst  acquiesced,  upon  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain's  declaring  again,  that  she  would 
interpose  her  good  oiEcw  in  the  most  cITectoal 
manner  to  obtain  the  privileges  of  Catalonia, 
Majorca,  and  Ivir.a  : And  the  French  king 
engaged  abtlie  same  time  to  join  his  endeavours 
for  tliac purpose.  Hereupon  the  negociation  in 
Spam  was  kept  up  till  our  treaty  of  peace  with 
that  crown  was  ripe,  by  which  the  Catalan 
liberties  were  to  be  ahimdoRCil.  This  lord 
Lexington  signed,  contenting  himself  with 
protesting  against  that  article,  at  (he  Same  time 
fie  signed  it;  as  he  had  writ  word  before  lie 
iiiieiiiled  to  do,  and  chat  therefore  the  queen 
svns  inliiely  at  liberty  to  reject  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  king  ofSpain’s  former 
refusal,  lord  Lexington  is  aeaiu  directeil  to 
insist  upon  the  Catalan  privileges,  and  is  again 
fold,  “ That  the  queen  tlinught  herself  nbhgetl 
by  the  strongest  lies,  viz.  ihnsaof  honour  and 
conscience,  DSiU»uc.'ii{^it^if>«S|>eQpleW<«iQn 


the  necessity  of  the  war  hnd  obliged  her  to 
draw  into  her  interest,  llis  lordship  had  signed 
the  treaty  with  Spain  before  these  orders  to 
present  another  meniorial  arrived. 

lie  thereupon  acquaints  the  marquis  of  Bed- 
mar,  iliac  he  was  sorry  lie  was  obliged  to  do 
any  thing  which  he  knew  was  against  the  king’s 
sentiments,  but  having  received  express  orders, 
he  muse  follow  his  duty,  and  present  the  fol- 
lowing memorial. 

“-The  under-written  minister  of  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain,  in  pursuance  of  the  strict  ordets 
he  received  the  last  post,  is  obliged  most  humbly 
to  reuew  the  iistancea  he  basso  frequently 
made  to  your  majesty,  in  favour  of  the  Cata- 
lans : The  queen  orders  him  Co  represent,  that 
she  has  noibingmore  at  heart,  than  to  obtain 
for  those  people  the  same  privileges  they  for- 
merly enjoyed;  which  she  tbiiiks  hcrselt  obliged 
Co  do,  by  the  two  strongest  motives  that  are 
possible,  viz.  honour  and  conscience,  that  she 
may  not  leave  a nation,  nfaich  the  misfortune 
of  war  obliged  her  to  dmw  into  Iier  interest, 
in  a nnrsc  condition  than  she  found  them.  She 
hopes,  that  after  all  the  pains  she  has  taken  for 
procuring  a solid  and  lasting  peace  to  Europe; 
your  majesty  will  not  leave  her  with  the  grief 
of  having  been  the  occasion  of  the  loss  of  the 
privileges  of  that  people,  but  rather,  tiiac  in 
regard  to  the  strict  friendship  which  with  God’s 
blessing  is  so  near  being  established  hciwecu 
both  your  majesties,  as  well  as  the  union  so 
necessary  Co  the  interests  of  both  nations;  your 
majesiy  will  not  make  any  didiculty  any  longer 
to  grant  this  favour  coher  majesty  which  she  has 
so  much  at  heart.” 

“ The  Marquis  de  Bedmar's  answer  to  this 
memorial  was,  that  this  point  about  the  CaCa- 
laas  having  been  debated  in  the  treaty  lately 
concluded,  and  signed  in  this  court  hy  his  ex- 
cellency and  himself,  which  his  ex'ccHency  will 
own,  and  may  be  pleased  to  acknow  ledge,  tile 
king  does  not  see  tbat  any  tiling  further  is  to  bs 
done  in  the  matter. 

“ This  treaty  was  sent  to  F-ngknd,  and  ra- 
tified by  the  queen.  I.ord  Dartmouth  savs  chat 
lord  Bolingbroke  bad  die  principal  share  in  tba 
negociation,  and  thnl  (he  article  of  (he  Cata- 
lans was  put  in  as  soft  terms  as  wus  consistent 
with  the  queen’s  honour  to  allow. 

The  terms  oft  he  treaty  are,  that  the  Catalans 
shall  have  the  same  privileges  as  the  king's  best 
beloved  subjects  the  Castilians  enjoy. 

When  the  king  of  Spain  had  received  this 
convincing  proof  of  our  ministry’s  attachment 
CO  Ills  interests,  and  iliac  tliu  h'clbre  meniiuned 
ties  oflhe  queen's  honour  and  cuiisrience  wera 
of  no  force  with  them  when  opposed  Co  his  de- 
sires, he  cakes  a further  step,  and  directly  pro- 
poses to  lord  L'cxiiigton,  that  the  quern  would 
assist  him  with  ships  to  block  up  Barcelona, 
(No.  56.) 

Hii  lordship’s  answer  wa-s,  tliat  he  was  afraid 
(his  proposal  would  meet  with  this  dilBculty, 
(hat  her  majesty  would  be  very  unwitlingto 
lend  her  ships  tu  exlerminilc  a pepplethat  lind 
«9il«s,iilfi.aw»t  in-o.fifeBLWWmial-lhe  insti- 
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gatioD  of  her  mioisCen ; and  tlwt  she  would 
think  she  had  (lone  enough  Co  gracif;  the  king 
ioaot  insisting  upon  the  preserving  for  them 
their  ancient  liberties,  wiliiani  helping  to  de* 
aCroy  them.  But  the  regard  the  minLstry  had 
to  this  request  of  the  king,  will  afterwards  ap* 
pear. 

The  French  ambassador  and  the  Princess  des 
UnIns  proposed  to  lord  LcxiiigUtn,  and  the 
night  belbre  he  left:  Madrid,  the  king  sent  for 
him,  and  engaged  him  to  write  a letter,  coii- 
certMlwith,  and  approved  by,  the  king,  to  the 
regency  of  Barcelorm, (No.  57.)  advising  ibem  to 
submit  tbemselvesto  their  king.  Hislordship 
assures  them  of  his  constant  endeavours  to  do 
the  best  be  could  fur  them  ; that  God  had  not 
permitted  him  to  do  more  Ihnii  be  had  done : 
That  if  they  would  take  their  resolutions  soon, 
before  he  was  out  of. Spain,  lie  would  write  for 
tlietn  in  lire  manner  they  should  desire;  and 
concludes  lib  letter  with  new  assunintes  of  bis 
coocern  for  their  interests. 

To  make  this  appear  the  more  friendly  Co 
them,  he  tells  them,  be  had  entrusted  the  con* 
Sul  at  .Aiicant  to  get  this  letter  conveyed  to 
tiiem,  upod  some  pretence  or  other;  tliougha 
duplicate  of  it  was  also  sent  to  the  connt  of 
Leclieraine,  one  of  the  king  of  Spain's  generals 
before  the  town,  with  direction  to  have  it  sent 
in  as  by  a deserter,  without  'bis  knowledge. 
(No.  58.) 

Mr.  Burch,  hislordship's  secretary,  amongst 
other  reasons,  gives  this  for  the  wriciug  this  let- 
ter; that  if  the  Catalans  had  a mind  to  accom- 
modate, the  queen  would  have  iho  mediation, 
and  if  they  had  not,  that  then  theenurt  of  Spain 
wonldsee,  that  her  majesty  would  be  always 
reedy  to  serve  them.  (No.  59.) 

But  this  artifice  to  induce  the  Catalans  to 
ahaodon  their  defeuce  in  hopes  ofliis  lordship's 
good  officesfliad  do  cH'ect  upon  men  determined 
to  die  for  the  liberty  of  their  country. 

Nothing  hot  force  could  extort  that  from 
them;  aud  therefore  sir  Patrick  flawless,  in 
September,  1713,  presentsa  memorial  (No.  60,) 
CO  Che  same  effect  with  what  wns  proposed  the 
month  before  to  lord  Lexington  iuSpain,  setting 
forth  that  the  Catalans  nnd  .Majorcans  had  not 
submitted  themselves  to  the  king's  obedience, 
and  interrupted  alt  commerce  end  correspon- 
dence in  the  Mediterranean;  aod  submits  itto 
the  considemtion  of  tlie  queen,  ont  only  as 
gurantee  of  the  treaty  of  evacuation,  hut  as  it 
concerned  the  interests  ofGrent  Britain;  nnd 
tlterefore  his  catholic  mujesty  hopes  the  queen 
will  order  a squadron  of  her  ships  to  reduce 
his  subjects  to  their  obedience,  and  thereby 
complete  the  tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  of  the 
Mediterranean  commerce. 

As  soon  as  the  season  of  the  year  woulil 
permit,  a fleet  is  accordingly  fitted  nuc  fur  the 
niedlterranenn,  under  the  cummund  of  sir 
James  Wishart,  whose  first  instrartiiins  beur 
dace  28  Feb.  and  the  adriitiionul,  i8  Mpreh 
17 13- 14  by  which  (No61,  and  62.)  he  is  ordered 
to  inforce  a strict  observance  of  the  treaty  of 
evacuaiioK'in 


of  the  queen's  subjects,  of  ioterruptioni  of 
commeTce,  or  depredations  by  the  vessels  of 
Catalonia,  Majorca,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and 
other  places,  to  demand  restitution  ; and,  in 
case  of  refusal,  to  make  reprisals.  To  remir 
with  the  fleet  before  Barcelona,  then  besieged 
by  the  enemy,  aud  demand  immediate  psy- 
ffieot  of  the  value  of  the  qneen’s  stores  in  the 
town,  or  a sufficient  security  for  payment  in 
some  reasonable  time.  To  take  cure  to  time 
bis  arrival  before  the  town,  according  to  the 
advices  from  lord  Bingley,  ihen  designed  to  be 
sent  to  Spain ; by  the  strongest  representations 
to  induce  the  regency  of  Barcelona  to  accept 
of  the  terms  that  shall  be  obtoinud  for  then. 
To  take  ail  the  necessary  measures  pursuant  to 
the  queen's  ioteniions  to  put  an  eud  to  the 
confusions  that  now  reign  in  those  parts:  And 
all  proper  methods  of  persuasion  to  induce 
the  inhabitants  of  Majorca  to  submit  to  the 
terms  that  shall  be  offered  them  ; and  in  case 
of  refusal,  to  employ  bis  squadron  in  counte- 
nanciog  and  assisriog  alt  attemps  which  may 
be  made  for  reducing  them  to  a due  obedience. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place,  to  take 

let.  That  although  the  queen  had  engaged 
herself,  by  the  treaty  of  evacuation,  to  inter- 
pose her  good  offices  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  to  obtain  the  Catalans  their  lihertiei, 
yet  instead  thereof  the  most  effectual  methods 
were  used  » the  contrary;  and  Mr.  Prior  ac- 
quainted Monsieur  Torcy,  that  die  queen  nu 
assured  the  Catalans  would  submit  upon  the 
terms  before  offered  by  the  king  ofSpaiu,  with- 
out BO  much  as  mentioning  their  ancient  privi- 
leges any  more.  (No  63.) 

Sdly,  That  the  Freucb  king  who  had  put 
himself  under  the  same  obligation  as  the  queen 
by  the  said  treaty,  after  this  account  from  Mr. 
Prior,  of  the  queen's  sentiments,  thought  fit 
also  uot  CO  ask  fur  their  privileges ; Mr.  Torcy 
also  alii^ing,  that  the  king  had  little  interest 
with  the  court  of  Spain. 

Sdly,  That  BHtaio  was  under  the  same  eu- 
g^ements  by  that  treaty,  to  support  the  pri- 
vileges of  Majorca,  as  those  of  Catalonia,  at 
the  time  sir  James  Wishart  had  direct  orders 
Co  attack  them. 

4thly,  That  when  these  rigorous  measures 
were  IbrmiDg  gainst  the  Catalans,  lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  writes  word  to  Mr.  Prior,  that  by 
whnC  we  observe  in  the  Catalan  agrut  here,  of 
whom  we  have  never  uken  the  least  notice  as 
^public  mnn,  it  is  pretty  phun  that  n reaseua- 
hie  accommndttiiin  might  be  made,  as  he  cx- 
pressesic,  with  that  turbulent  peojile.  (No  54-) 
What  was  called  turhuiency  m the  Catalsns, 
may  appear  by  their  answer  to  the  duke  of 
Popoli,  the  king  of  Spain's  generiii,  who  sum- - 
moned  them  to  surrender.  They  told  him 
they  would  die  rather  than  be  slaves,-  but 
if  their  ancient  liberties  were  confinued  m 
iliein,  they  would  open  their  gates,  and  recave  ■ 
bint  with  all  gladness. 

The  House  of  Lonis  expressed  their  roncero 
tctt  fubitc'BxaBiicrYcf'tWs  tstiseries  of  the  La* 


Ixxxij  APPENDIX. — Ncgotutiiam for  Peace:  1713.  flxxxii 


tslansj  and  by  their  address  to  the  queen,  the 
Sd  of  April,  1714,  made  it  their  most  humble 
and  earnest  request  to  her  majesty,  that  she 
'would  be  graciously  plcaseil  to  continue  her 
interposition  in  the  most  pressing  manner, 
that  the  Catalans  mayhnve  the  full  enjoyment 
of  their  just  ami  ancient  ptiriieges  cominued  to 
them. 

Her  majesty’s  answer  was,  that  at  the  time 
she  conctudeci  her  peace  with  Spain,  she  re- 
solved to  use  tier  iaierposition  upon  every  oc- 
casion for  obtaining  tliose  liberties,  and  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  the  misfortunes  to  which 
that  people  arc  exposed,  by  the  conduct  of 
those  more  nearly  coocerned  to  help  liiem. 

Hereupon,  for  form’s  sake,  and  to  allay  the 
indignaiion'conceivcd  against  the  ministry  by 
tlie  people  in  general,  who  compassionated  the 
calamities  of  those  who  fought  for  lihercv,  the 
demaud  of  the  Catalan  privileges  is  again  put 
down  in  lord  Bingley’s  instructions,  who  was 
before  Ordered  to  go  to  Spain,  but  was  never 

So  that  the  only  favour  obtained  from  the 
ministry  by  this  earnest  address  of  the  House 
of  Lards,  in  behalf  of  tlie  Catalans,  was  an  inti- 
mation sent  by  lord  Botingbroke  to  the  admiral 
not  to  appear  before  Barcelona  nor  Co  aicack  the 
Majorcans,  till  he  should  hear  from  lord  Bing- 
ley  and  receive  directions  from  England.  And 
aisO  .a  letter  from  his  lordship  to  Mr.  Grimaldo, 
above  two  months  after  the  Address,  though 
the  town  was  invested  at  the  time  of  making 
it ; wherein  he  makes  a kind  and  fiiendly  coin- 
plaint,  as  he  terms  it,  that  the  Catalan  privi- 
leges had  not  been  yet  granted  them,  nor  any 
reasonable  terms  ofTered,  which  they  must 
either  have  accepted,  nr  forfeited  the  queen's 
compassion,  and  that  of  the  whole  world. 

The  admiral  had  also  liis  scruples,  whether 
his  orders,  couched  in  ambiguous  terms,  ivnuld 
justify  him  in  attackuig  Barccluna.  He  there- 
fore writes  to  lord  Boliiibroke  and  Jnrd  Bingley 
upon  it,  and  submits  it  to  lord  Bingley’s  consi- 
deration, wheiber  the  Catalans  might  not  re- 
fuse conditions  chatmay  he  most  advantageous, 
if  they  find  he  is  not  to  act  by  force  ■,  and  de- 
sires that  his  orders  Co  act  liefore  Barcelona, 
either  by  force  or  otherwise,  may  be  very  plnih 
and  clear,  assuring  him  chat  he  will  must  punc- 
tually obev  those  already  given  him,  and  such 
as  he  shall  hereafter  receive. 

When  sir  James  Wishiirt  arrived  nt  Cadis, 
he  gave  the  governut  a list  of  tlie  ships  uudef 
his  command  for  the  Mediterranean  service, 
who  sent  it  imiiicdiately  to  Madrid;  but  though 
several  messages  came  from  court  to  the  go- 
vernur  during  the  admiral's  stay  there,  no  one 
compliment  was  made  him,  to  signify  his  ar- 
rival was  welcome,  ur  any  questimi  asked  about 
what  services  be  was  tu  perform,  which  a little 
surprised  linn  ; that  as  soun  its  they  lind  an  ac- 
count at  Madrid,  of  liis  arrival  at  Cadiz,  Mr. 
Orry  was  dispatched  to  Catalonia  with  full 
power  cu  treat  with  the  Catalans;  so  chat, 
says  he,  it  would  appear,  tliac  chough  the  king 
of  Spain  difeiia'k" 

VoL.  VII. 


ships,  as  much  as  if  they  were  actually  before 
Barcelona,  by  representing  to  those  people, 
which  they  very  well  know,  our  arrival  in  these 

SnsjUtidhow  far  we  are  on  our  way  to  the 
editerranenn,  yet  the  king  would  not  seem  to 
owe  the  success  of  such  agreement  to  the 
queen  and  her  ships,  but  to  France  onl  v. 

But  this  negotiacioi\  of  Mr.  Orry  failing  of 
success,  by  the  Catalans  refusing  to  submit 
without  having  tiieir  liberties  granted  them, 
obliged  the  court  of  Spain  to  take  more  notice 
than  otherwise  they  were  iucliiied  to  do  of  the 
admiral,  who  from  Alicant  writes  to  lord  Bing- 
ley,  then  expccteil  at  Madrid,  tliat  lie  had  re- 
ceived a very  civil  U tter  from  Mr.  Grimaldo, 
who  sent  him  the  king's  order  for  exempting 
the  provisions  for  the  fleet  from  paying  any 
duly.  He  tells  him,  that  this  exemption  was 
usually  granted  to  the  admiral  himself  that 
commanded,  but  being  a trifle,  he  submits  it  to 
bis  lordship’s  better  judgment,  whether  the 
granting  him  this  miglit  not  be  a means  in  pre- 
vent any  thing  that  might  be  intended  by  the 
court  at  Madrid  more  to  his  advantage,  and 
leaves  it  to  his  lurdsliip’s  cousidciatioii  w hat 
may  be  most  for  his  interest  at  that  place;  aud 
hopes  by  his  friendsliip  to  tiiid  suine  marks  of 
favour  from  thence  in  regard  to  his  expencein 
this  expedition,  so  much  intended  for  ilivir  ser- 
vice, and  fur  which  be  has  no  allowance  from 
home  blit  bis  pay,  which  will  not  defray  half  his 
charges,  (No.  65.) 

In  another  letter  of  sir  James  Wislmrt  to 
lord  Bingley,  he  acquaints  his  lordvhip,  tint 
though  liQ  had  formerly  desired  him  to  move  die 
king  of  Spain,  that  the  grant  of  exemption  of 
duties  for  provisions  fur  the  Fleet  miglit  be 
made  to  himself,  yet  Upon  farther  consideraCioa 
of  die  matter,  which  is  but  of  small  moment, 
and  may  appear  greater  at  the  court  of  Spain 
and  England  than  really  it  is,  he  desires  liis  ex- 
cellency not  to  take  any  nouce  of  it,  but  let  ie 
stand  as  it  does;  and  desires  his  excellency's 
counlcnauce  and  assistance  upon  any  oilier  uo 
casion,  that  the  court  of  Madrid  might  take  to 
express  their  good  will  to  him,  (No.  66.)  Nor 
was  it  lung  before  the  admiral  gave  the  court 
of  Spain  mure  particular  proofs  tliac  he  was  not 
unworthy  of  their  expected  favours. 

After  Barcelona  had  beeu  invested  a con»- 
dernblc  time  by  the  Spaniards,  and  reduced  to 

K difficulties  for  want  of  provisions,  the 
1 king,  though  engaged  with  the  queen, 
by  the  treaty  of  evaroatioD,  to  employ  his  good 
offices  ill  the  most  eiTectual  manner,  in  favour 
of  the  Catalan  liheities,  ihouglic  ht  to  send  his 
troops  against  them,  cunimaiided  by  marsbai 
. Berwick,  who  iipeiied  the  trenches  before  Bar- 
ceiotia,  die  hrsc  of  July  O.  S.  1714.  And  on 
the  8th  Ilf  the  same  month,  sir  James  'Wisharc, 
in  the  queen's  name,  writ  them  a threatening 
letter,  (No.  67.)  directed  t«  the  deputies,  and 
others  who  possessed  tlie  government  there, 
telling  them,  that  cutn  plaints  Imd  been  marie  of 
their  disturbing  the  coiiunerce  of  the  queen's 
subjects,  aud  that  tliev  had  insolently  presumed 
'W'afcSf*lriV'\itij^^d"^laiidsiV'-d>e5riships,  ami 
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used  the  men  in  a barberoui  manner ; be  had 
therefore  tliouijUt  fic  to  tend  captain  Gordon 
■witli  ISto  men  of  war,  to  represent  to  them  these 
univnriantablc  and  presumptuous  proceedings ; 
and  bv  the  queen’s  command  demands  imme- 
diate Mtisfaction  far  the  same,  and  the  puiiisb- 
ineiit  of  the  oflicers  uf  the  ships  with  the  ut- 
mo!l  severity,  Ifthisbe  not  puiictunDy  complied 
with,  he  leaves  It  to  themselves  to  judge  what 
the  consequences  may  be. 

The  deputies  returned  Answer,  (No.  68.)  that 
only  one  of  those  vessels  mentioned  in  captain 
Gcrdoii's  inenjori.il,  was  taken  by  them  into 
Barcelona,  being  laden  with  salt,  for  which 
they  paid  the  price  immediately  to  tlie  captain 
of  it : that  being  besieged,  they  thought  they 
might  do  so  with  Justice, -aud  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions; that  they  were  far  from  living  like 
pirates,  as  their  eiiemirs  suggested  in  order  to 
distress  them,  by  preventing  any  one’s  coming 
with  provisions  for  their  relief;  that  what  Eng- 
lish vessels  had  entered  their  Port  with  provi- 
sions, had  been  well  treated,  and  had  freely 
laid  their  merchandize,  and  at  a higher  price 
than  they  could  have  got  any  where  else ; that 
they  had  paid  them  with  their  best  sore  of 
money,  and  to  all  their  satisfactions ; that  they 
had  that  dsy  published  an  order,  forbidding 
upon  pain  of  death  any  of  their  ships  to  molest 
juij  English,  even  though  they  were  going  with 
jjrovision  to  the  enemy. 

They  hope  his  excellency  will  be  satisfied 
with  tlieir  cundort,  which  is  confoimable  Co 
the  rights  of  people  that  are  besieged  ; assur- 
ing him,  that  when  they  sliall  know  of  any  of 
their  ships,  either  with  commission,  or  without, 
that  shall  have  caused  the  least  damage  to  ony 
English,  they  will  not  only  immediately  infiict 
a rigorous  punishment,  but  repair  all  the  da- 
mage ; desiring  tn  live  in  the  good  correspon- 
dence they  have  had  with  his  noble  and  ge- 
nerous nation,  wilh  tlie  iitoiosc  deference  fur 
the  qncen,  and  ready  to  obey  ins  excellency’s 
orders  with  all  alTeetioti  and  respect. 

The  government  of  Barcelona  in  their  ex- 
tremity writ  another  letter  to  the  admiral,  dated 
July  the  S3d.  (No.  C9-)  setting  forth,  That  his 
excellency  very  well  knew  that  the  engagement 
Catalonia  entered  into  to  receive  Charles  the 
3d  fjr  tlwir  king,  was  founded  on  the  protection 
of  the  high  allies,  but  most  particularly  of  Eng- 
land, without  Avhich  they  were  not  capable  of 
undertaking  so  great  an  enterprite.  That  they 
had  fur  T years  together  endeavoured  to  serve 
the  English  tuition  iu  every  tiling  it  was  possi- 
ble for  them  to  do,  by  coiitribntiiig  troops  and 
considerable  sums  of  money  without  interest. 
And  though  they  had  pleased  themselves  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  happiness  to  he  always  sub- 
jects of  Charles  p,  yet  by  the  ordinary  change 
to  wliieli  human  affairs  are  liable,  they  now  see 
the  troops  of  ihn  duke  of  Anjou,  aided  by  the 
Ercnch,  masters  of  all  tbs  principality  except 
Barcelona  and  Cnrdona,  committing  tlirougli 
the  xvliaie  the  most  execrable  hostilities,  burn- 
ings, and  plunderings,  without  paring  the  ef- 
furiou  of  rnnooim  Kodi-wilhout  diitiuo'i 


Tiiat  for  a year  togetlier  the  enemies  arniV 
had  oppressed  Barcelona  by  sea  and  land,  niak- 
ing  them  continually  suffer  the  calamities  of  so 
Jong  a blockade;  during  which  time  the  eue- 
inies  have  thrown  fourteen  thousand  bombs 
into  the  town,  which  liave  ruined  tlie  greatest 
paic  of  the  iiouses;  that  now  they  expect  to  be 
attacked  in  form ; and  that  in  Hi  hours  the 
town  will  be  battered  in  breach,  't  hey  cannot 
express  their  affliction,  to  see  the  danger  of  the 
inhabitniits  exposed  to  be  the  victims  of  that 
cruelly  with  which  the  enemy  threatensto  treat 
them.  Having  no  comfort  leff,  iher  fly  to  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  heseeching  her  protec- 
tion by  the  inclosed  letter  to  Don  Dalrosses 
their  envoy  at  London;  and  in  the  mean  time 
till  an  answer  can  come,  they  beseech  his  ex- 
celleecy  from  theit  souls  to  mediate  with  the 
French  troops  who  opprest  them,  for  a suspen- 
sion of  arms,  since  the  congress  at  Baden,  now 
silling  to  conclude  of  a general  peace,  may  still 
determine  this  affair ; they  doubt  not  that  hit 
meilintion  will  be  able  to  procure  them  tidi 
relief,  since  iiis  squadron  is  superior  to  that  of 
the  enemy.  They  see  no  other  remedy  iq  na- 
ture for  their  misfortunes,  and  therefore  hope 
his  excellency  wil]  not  refuse  them,  that  if 
Catalonia  has  merited  any  thing  by  iis  services, 
and  by  its  ruiijunctinn  vritli  the  English  nation, 
tins  is  the  time  to  receive  the  fruits  of  it ; that 
it  is  worthy  of  his  excellency  to  comfort  the  af- 
flicted, and  not  to  deny  tliein  this  favour  in 
their  great  necessity; 

How  the  admiral  was  affected  wiiii  this  letter 
may  appear  by  one  of  his  to  lord  Bingley,  dated 
August  the  7iu,  (No.  70.)  wherein  he  acquaiiiu 
him,  Timt  Mr.  Grimaldo  had  signified  to  him 
from  the  king  of  Spain,  that  all  the  king’s  ships 
of  war  being  employed  before  Barcelona,  hii 
mrqesty  could  not  send  any  of  them  to  meet 
bis  flota  (hen  coming  home ; and  therefore 
desired  the  admiral  to  send  three  of  his  upon 
that  service,  whicii  was  accordingly  complied 
with.  Of  this  be  bad  acquainted  lord  Boliag- 
hruke,  and  hopes  to  meet  with  her  majesty's 
approhatioD. 

The  Catal.ms  thus  abandoned,  and  given  up 
to  their  enemies,  contrary  to  faiib  and  honour, 
were  not  however  wanting  to  their  own  de- 
fence, but  appealing  to  heaven,  and  hanging  up 
at  the  high  altar  the  queen's  solemn  declaration 
to  protect  them,  underwent  the  ulinosc  nuse- 
n'es  of  a siege,  during  which,  what  multitudes 
perished  by  famiue  and  the  sword  ! How  many 
nave  since  been  executed  ! And  how  many  per- 
sons of  figure  are  still  dispersed  about  the  Spa- 
nish dominions  in  duogenus,  is  too  well  known 
to  need  any  relation. 

It  is  hoped  however,  that  tlie  calamities  of 
the  Catalans  will  not  be  imputed  tu  Great  Bri- 
tain in  general,  abused  by  the  ministry,  withre- 
peated  asiuranc«,  that  every  thing  was  iloiog 
for  the  preservation  of  that  miforiiinaie  peopl^ 

The  Cnmraittee  find  frequent  noiices  aod 
ineution  made  of  the  Abliot  Gaultier,  who,  “h 
thougli  he  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  puh* 
lltc'  diuiacier,  re»i^' ffi 'Erigidiid  during  the 
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pn»lesC  part  of  this  negoiialion,  and  upon  oi- 
traordioar^  occasioni,  was  ver;  uilt'n  sent  back- 
ward and  forward. 

But  tlie  share  that  lie  had  in  the  more  pnb- 
tic  Irnnsictinns,  was  not  Ids  only  bueineas.  h 
ii  evident,  that  some  negotiations,  which  re- 
quired more  than  ordinary  privacy,  were  ver- 
bally traosacted ; and  upon-all  such  occasions. 
Abbot  Gaultier  was  the  person  to  whom  tlie 
Freoch  and  English  ministers  mutually  referred 
each  other. 

And  as  nf  necessity  nothing  could  be  a 
greater  secret  than  all  matters  relating  to  the 
pretender,  this  province  was  particufarly  allot- 
ted Co  Abbot  Gaultier,  that  through  his  bauds, 
and  under  his  conveyance,  by  French  couriers 
going  comiuually  betwixt  France  and  England, 
such  practices  might  be  carried  on  with  great 
safetv,  which  in  any  other  manner  had  been 
too  liangerous  an  undertaking. 

The  first  time  that  any  secret  negotiation  is 
expressly  referred  to  Abbot  Gaultier,  is  found 
in  a letter  already  taken  notice  of,  where  Mr. 
St.  John,  March  the  4tli,  1711-13,  cells  M.  de 
Torcy,  He  hail  deferred  writing  to  him  oflate, 
till  lie  might  write  with  certaiuty,  till  the  neces- 
sary dispositions  were  made  among  our  people 
nt  humc,  and  tilt  the  queen  bad  taken  the  only 
resolution  which  could  bring  us  in  a sburt  time 
to  a good  and  solid  peace.  “ I have  now  ilie 
satisIkclinM  lo  cell  you,  that  this  resoluiion  is 
taken,  and  that  Mr.  Harley  will  carry  with  him 
this  night,  or  tu-motruw  morning,  Che  final  in- 
structions of  tise  queen  to  her  plenipotentiaries. 

I refer  myself  to  M.  Gaultier,  to  explain  to  you 
more  nt  large  the  subject  of  this  gentleman's 
commission,  and  what  the  queen  hopes  his  most 
Christian  majesty  will  do  to  co-operate  with 
her.” 

The  Committee  having  observed,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  report,  that  several  letters  and 
papers  are  wanting,  which,  by  the  circum- 
stances of  time  and  matters  then  depending, 
appear  CO  be  of  moment  and  consequence;  it 
is  not  to  be  expected,  that  those  who  have 
been  so  careful  to  suppress  matters  of  less  im- 
portance, would  leave  behind  them  any  trans- 
actions that  might  tend  openly  and  directly  lo 
favour  and  support  the  cause  uf  the  pretender. 

But  as  the  Committee  has  observed  several 
passages  which  are  a plain  indicatiun  of  the 
tenderness  and  regard  with  which  the  cause  and 
person  of  the  pretender  were  treated,  as  often 
as  mencl'ined ; they  hare  thought  fit  to  bring 
(hem  together,  aad  hiy  them  before  the  house 

There  is  a paper  that  was  left  in  lord  Boling- 
broke's  closet,  dated  at  Versailles,  the  34iii  of 
September.  1711,  endorsed,  as  other  office 
papers  usually  are.  It  gives  an  account,  that, 
the  pope's  nuncio  had  in  his  last  audience  of 
the  king  made  the  following  declaration. 
**  The. court  of  Emne  being  fully  informed,  chat 
France  was  endeavouring  to  procure  a peace 
apon  the  moat  advantageoos  terms  that  was 
possible,  and  being  persuaded,  chat  if  the  peace 
iliduld  be  made‘,''£itglMl‘'nri!>uitf-if<>Vliiiir«t  tblrt'^ 


the  Ling  uf  France  sliiiuld  permit  the  priiire  of 
Watev  to  contiuue  in  his  realms ; ilieoiurtof 
Itome  olTars  lu  the  king  of  France  to  give  this 
prince  an  asylum  at  Itonie,  ur  in  uiiy  other  part 
of  the  ecclesiastic  dominions.’' 

To  which  the  Ling  of  France  returned  in  An- 
swer, That  an  asylum  for  the  prince  uf  Wnles 
would  he  no  obstacle  to  the  pence.  That  if 
the  allies  did  truly  design  to  make  a peace,  he 
would  accept  of  any  reosoimble  pruposiliuns 
they  sliouhl  make^  and  in  this  case  an  nrciclo 
fur  the  prince  of  Wales  would  be  ioseried  in 
the  treaty. 

June  the  7tb,  1712,  The  bishop  of  Bristol 
giving  an  account  to  lord  Uolingbroke  of  some 
discourse  he  had  with  some  of  the  mmisurs  of 
the  allies,  says.  Mens.  Coiisbruck,  one  of  (be 
emperor's  plenipotentinrks,  kept  also  within 
the  terms  uf  decency,  save  only  that  he  took  it 
for  granted,  that  one  great  enci  of  nil  this  ma- 
nagement on  our  part,  was  to  bring  iu  the  pre- 
tender; which  apprebeiisiim  one  uf  the  inuiis- 
ters  of  the  Slates  lately  orvned  in  private  dis- 
course, to  have  been  the  fuudaineiital  reasno  uf 
all  their  conduct  oflate.” 

It  cannot  be  foigoC  what  great  stress  nnd 
weight  was  laid  upon  the  removal  of  live  |>re- 
teodcr  out  of  the  dominions  of  France.  This 
was  nliat  all  the  nation  with  great  justice  ex- 
pected, end  wbat  the  queen  declared  was  taken 
care  of,  as  an  udditioual  security  to  the  pruies« 
taut  successioD. 

But  liis  removing  out  of  France,  nnd  being 
permitted  to  reside  iu  Lorrain,  was  not  only  a 
great  surprise  to  all  the  nation,  hut  was  receiv- 
ed with  sudi  just  iDdigaation,  that  the  p.-u-lia- 
ment  addressed  the  queen,  upon  this  ocensiun. 
That  she  would  iusiat  upon  Qts  remuval  from 
Lorrain,  that  residence  being  equally  or  more 
dangerous  to  Great  Britain,  thnn  his  abode  in 
France.  Her  majesty’s  Answer,  That  she 
would  repeat  her  instances,  occasioued  ia  liie 
House  of  Lords  a beconving  rcsisitment,  (bat 
the  duke  of  Lnrrma  should  presume  to  receive 
and  eiucrtaiii  the  pretender  lo  her  majeity’a 
crotvn,  io  defiance  of  her  majesty's  application 
to  the  contrary.  But  it  will  now  appear  in 
what  manner  the  removal  of  the  pretender  out 
of  France  was  transacted  and  settled,  end  time 
his  residing  in  Lormin  w:i$  out  only  with  the 
approbaiiuu,  but  eveu  Ly  the  direction  and  ap- 
pointment of  the  Enghsii  imuistry.  jMr.  St. 
Juiin,  in  his  letter  to  M.  de  Turcy,  nf  the  24lh 
of  M;iy,  1712,  O.  S.  wlit-n  lie  sent  him  over  the 
conditions  upon  which  her  majesty  nuulrl  make 
those  important  and  decisive  declariit'uns  to 
parliament,  concludes  that  Irtcer  with  saying, 
“ lie  hopes,  that,  with  the  general  «e 

shall  see  revived  in  a few  week*,  n goml  under- 
standing heiween  two  nuiions.  which  nmy  be- 
come to  each  other  the  most  useful  friend^  for 
the  same  reasons  they  have  bten  tt<e  most  for- 
midable enemies.  The  queen  couimaiids  me  to 
cell  you,  that  she  hopes  when  you  send  an  An- 
swer to  this  letter,  we  shall  have  an  account 
that  the  chevalier  hnii  bepurf  bis  journey.” 

3»*IUBW«f'td  ihiB;>M',iv;d*iTfl(ioy-inj8  to  my 
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lord  Bolingbroke,  “ Yon  nia;  assure  (lie  queen 
that  the  chevalier  is  read/  Co  depart  at  a nto- 
nielli's  warning,  irhcdid  hut  know  where  he 
tras  to  gn,  and  in  what  place  he  might  be  in 
safety.  luwntu/QU,  time  I know  no  prince 
who  is  willing  to  receive  liiin,  for  fear  of  dis- 
pleaMiig  the  queen,  or  other  powers  ; it  will  be 
absnlutel/  necessary,  ihot  iliereshould  be  some 
C!iplaiiati‘>n  upon  this  subject,  which  I desire 
you  to  make  to  me  by  Uie  abbot  Gaultier, 
if  yni)  do  not  judge  it  proper  to  do  it  yourself.” 
Mr.  St. John, ua  the  dch  of  June,  1712;  0.  S.  ' 
wjiies  a public  letter,  in  answer  to  the  several 

Eointa  canuiiue.l  in  M.  de  Tiircy’s  lost  letter  ; 

ut  in  that  letter  takes  on  notice  at  all  of  the 
chevalier. 

Butihetlay  after,  Juno  the  7th,  1719,  he 
writes  a priince  letter,  as  he  calls  it  himself,  to 
M.  de  Torcy,  and  concludes  it  with  saying, 
The  abbot  Gualiier  will  write  to  you  upon  the 
subject  of  the  clievnUer.” 

Tiie  Committee  observe,  there  are  two  copies 
of  this  private  leiivr,  oue  delivered  by . my 
lord  Bolitigbroke,  tlie  other  entered  in  lord 
StrnIFortl's  Look  : and  in  tlie  copy  of  this  letter 
given  in  by  lord  Bulingbroke,  this  passage, 
“ Time  nblyit  Gaultier  shall  write  about  the 
chevalier,”  is  omitced  by  his  lordship. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1712,  N.  S.  M.  de 
Torcy  writes  two  letieis  to  my  lord  Bolingbroke. 
Ill  the  public  leiier  iiotiuiig  is  said  of  the  pre> 
tender;  the  private  letter  concludes  with  saying 
“ I Imve  the  honour  to  scud  you  a letter,  under 
the  king's  band,  fur  her  Britannic  mqjesty;  and 
I refer  you  to  what  the  abbot  Gaultier  shall 
say  to  you,  about  the  departure  of  the  che- 
valier.” 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1712,  lord  Boling- 
broke  being  then  io  France,  to  give  the  finish- 
ing stroke  to  oil  mniters  of  consequence  that 
were  undetermined,  in  his  dispatch  to  the  enri 
of  Dartmouth,  giving  an  account  of  his  pro- 
ceedings at  the  court  of  France, says,  the  che- 
valier has  fixed  his  departure  for  the  first  of 
next  month,  N.  8.  They  propose  that  he 
•hull  retire  to  Bar ; 'and  they  intend  to  write 
to  the  duke  of  Lurraiii  to  ask  of  the  emperor, 
and  other  princes,  a security  far  his  person  du- 
ring his  residence  in  that  place. 

But  on  the  20ih  of  December,  1712,  N.  8. 
it  appeun  that  tlie  dievnlier  was  still  in  Frauce, 
upon  wliicli  account  Mr.  Prior  writes  thus 
to  ray  lord  Bolingbroke.  ” Another  point 
upon  which  this  court  is  very  solicitous,  is,  that 
the  chnalier  remnitiiiig  ia  luiy  town  of  France 
obstructs  the  signing  the  peace : yet  he  cannot 
go  to  Lorraio  till  the  emperor's  passports  will 
secure  him  there.  Your  lordship,  by  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  papers,  will  seethe  slate  of  that 
case;  und  I have  only  to  udd  upon  this  sub- 
ject, thai  the  court  of  France  expresses  an 
impossibility  on  tlieir  side,  to  dn  more  than 
tliey  Imvp  done,  and  hopes  we  oliauld  hare 
tnturesi  euough  with  the  emperor,  to  obtain 
•uch  pa-spona  from  him,  as  may  secure,  as 
well  t(ir  person  who  is  to  go  into  Lorraio,  os 
thedoke  hhn.'  ' 
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Mr.  Prior  on  the  22th,  writes  to  the  same 
eject  to  iny  lord  treasurer,  and  says, « 
monarch  is  a good  deal  troubled  upon  ihj| 
head,  lest  the  young  man  should  fall  iuin  the 
hands  of  the  Hussars  or  Barbariaus.  And  h], 
de  Aumont  has,  I presume,  orders  to  speak  to 
our  ininistry  upnn  it. 

« As  to  the  dowry,  I shall  not  only  be  dun. 
ned  to  death,  but  hanged;  for  the  dowager 
sends  messengers  to  me,  which  you  in  Englaud 
dn  not  think  it  extremely  lawful  to  receive : 
but  if  it  is  to  be  paid,  pray  let  it  be  done  in 
an  handsome  manner,  that  may  shew  the  cha- 
rity of  th^  queen,  and  the  generosity  of  her 
lord  treasnrer.” 

The  papers  teferred  to  in  Mr.  Prior’s  letter, 
contain  ail  account  nf  what  the  duke  of  Lor- 
raiu  had  done,  at  the  desire  of  the  kmg  of 
France,  to  obtain  from  the  allies  the  necessary 
safeguards  fur  the  clievatiec.  He  says  that  ua- 
derstnading  that  the  queen  of  Great  Brilaio 
had  already  granted  her  safeguard  or  protectioa 
I to  the  clievalicr  de  Sc.  George,  he  believed 
; they  had  no  more  to  do,  but  to  apply  tu  the 
emperor,  and  td  the  Slates  General. 

By  tbis  account  it  is  evident,  that  abbot 
Gualcier  was  the  person  encrusted  to  manage 
the  aJhirs  of  the  pretender,  with  whom  such 
practices  wgre  verbally  to  be  transacted  as  out 
ministry  did  not  think  proper  to  commit  to 
writing.  It  appears,  that  the  place  to  which 
he  was  to  go,  because  nobody  would  receive 
him  at  the  hazard  of  the  queen's  displeasure, 
and  where  he  might  reinaio  in  safety,  was  to  be 
prescribed  from  England : that  tbis  was  not 
fixed  and  determined  tiU  lord  Bolingbruke 
went  into  France.  And  if  his  lordsliip’s  in- 
structions are  considered,  it  will  be  hard  to 
Sad  in  them  any  thing  of  that  importaoce  and 
secrecy,  as  to  requre  his  going  in  person  to  set- 
tle it.  His  lordship  gives  an  account  rrom 
(hence,  that  the  pretender  was  to  go  to  Bar; 
nnd  this  is  acquiesced  in  here  wilhoot  the  least 
objection  made.  The  ministry  are  cold  by  Mr. 
Prior,  that  the  court  of  France  hopes  by  our 
ihterests  such  passports  would  he  procured  as 
might  secure  his  person:  and  in  the  paper 
sent  to  France  from  the  duke  of  Lorrnin,  :t  is 
asserted,  that  the  queen  of  Great  Driiaiu  had 
already  granted  her  protection  to  the  pretender. 

But  November  the  fith,  1713,  loro  Boling- 
broke  writes  to  Mr.  Prior,  and  says,  “Her 
majesty  having  repented  to  tlie  duke  of  Lor- 
rain  the  instances  which  you  know  have  been 
so  often  made  to  the  most  Christian  king,  for 
removing  of  the  pretender  to  her  crowo  out  of 
liis  dominions,  1 sm  directed  to  acquaint  you 

tlierewith,  that  you  may  speak  to  the  minister 
of  Lorraio,  and  to  any  other  minister  whom 
you  shall  think  proper,  and  let  them  know  it  is 
absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  amity  and 

good  correspondence  tliat  is  between  the  queen 
and  their  masters,  to  receive  into  their  domini- 
oni^or  to  protect  a person,  who  dispuiesher 
majesty’s  most  undoubted  title,  nnd  ibereby 
endeavours  to  disturb  llie  peace  and  quiet  o> 
tfefkuigdctois.  Tliit  Jdu  tiiay  Be  ahle  losw* 
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ihcm  that  this  is  the  collective  sense  of  the 
whole  nation,  as  well  as  the  queen’s  cominaiid 
lu  you,  I herewith  send  you  the  addresses  of 
both  Houses  of  Parlimneiit. 

This  can  be  understood  as  no  morethana 
bare  compliance  with  the  addresses  of  parlia- 
ment. And  to  shew  hmv  little  resentment  and 
indignation  was  conceived  against  the  duke  of 
Lorrain  for  this  indignity  offered  to  her  ranjcsiy, 
the  Conimiitee  have  thought  lit  to  transcribe 
a letter  tliat  was  wrote  by  lorrl  Bolingbroke  to 
Mr.  Prior,  within  lour  days  after  bis  last 
neutioned  letter  upon  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
tender. ' 

“ This  letter,"  says  lord  Biiliogbroke  to  Mr. 
Prior,  “ will  bo  delivered  to  you  by  the  baron 
de  Forstuer,  wiio  has  been  twice  at  our  court 
with  the  character  of  envoy  from  the  duke  of 
Lorrain,  and  who  is  extremely  well  with  your 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  water,  that  I make 
no  doubt  but  that  he  will  be  a welcome  ac- 
quaintance cu  you.  I must  at  the  same  time 
recommend  the  interest  of  tbe  duke  of  Lufrain 
his  master  to  your  care.  You  know,  Sir,  how 
little  liiat  prince  lias  yet  felt  the  good  cITects  of 
what  was  stipulated  tor  him  atRyswick.  You 
know, Sir,  howjusily  he  pretends  to  ao  equi- 
valent from  this  Emperor  for  the  Montserrat, 
which  was  given  away  from  him  to  the  king  of 
Sicily.  In  a word,  yon  are  enough  apprised  of 
his  wants,  of  his  expectations,  and  of  her  ma- 
jesty's earnest  desire,  if  by  any  means  she  can, 
to  contribute  to  the  ease,  and  to  the  advantage 
ofa  prince,  who  observes  moeb  better  usage 
than  he  bos  oumany  occasions  met  with.” 

There  are  several  other  letters  thap  were 
wrote  after  the  address  of  parliament  to  press 
the  removing  of  the  pretender  from  Lorrain; 
but  after  what  has  been  s.'tid,  it  is  needless  to 
observe  what  little  effect  w;is  to  be  expected 
from  such  representations  made  in  die  several 
courts  of  Europe,  which  were  known  to  he 
contradictory  to  the  sense  and  inteutioaof  the 
court  of  Great  Britain.  . And  if  any  further 
demonstration  was  wanting  to  shew  their  true 
spirit  and  iudinacion,  it  may  be  observed  that 
the  addresses  in  parliament  were  made  in 
July,  1713:  and  tbe  first  letter  that  lord  Bu- 
lingbroke  wrol*',  in  pursuance  of  those  addresses 
was  the  6th  of  November,  which  was  four 
mouths  after  tlie  addresses  were  presented  to 
the  queen. 

The  Committee  think  it  not  improper  to  in- 
sert here  an  extract  of  a memorial  touching  the 
demolition  of  the  sluices  of  Dunkirk,  delivered 
by  M.  de  Torcy  to  lord  Bolingbroke  at  Paris, 
in  August,  1713. 

Ii  is  not  our  business  now  to  examine  whe- 
ther the  queen  of  England,  and  the  English  na- 
tion, were  iu  the  right  to  demand  the  demo- 
lition of  the  furtilicatioiis,  and  the  filling  up  the 
harbour  of  Dunkirk : that  is  a tiling  resolved 
and  agreed  upon.  It  may  perhaps  come  to 
pass  in  the  course  of  this  itliair,  for  reasons 
easily  to  lie  forseen.  That  England  shall  re- 
pent having  demanded  the  demolition  of  a 
place,  and  theidettnKi»oQ  »E«a'h«rb«»ifjnwliiei]' 


might  be  of  great  use  in  conjunctures  which 
perhaps  are  not  very  remote.” 

Your  Committee  do  not  take  upon  them  to 
explain  wliat  conjuncture  France  bad  in  view, 
and  which  they  thought  not  very  remote,  when 
Dunkirk  might  be  of  particular  service;-  but 
think  it  pr.iper  to  conclude  this  part  of  the  re- 
port with  observing,  that  the  prrtender  did, 
immediately  upon  the  demise  of  the  late  queen, 

Eubliali  a declaration,  which  the  duke  of  Lorrain 
as  acknowledged  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of 
December,  1714,  that  lie  received  from  the 
pretender  himself ; wherein  is  this  lemnrkable 
passage  : “ Yet  contrary  to  our  especialions 
upon  the  death  of  the  princess  our  sister  (of 
whose  good  intentions  towards  us,  we  could  not 
for  some  time  past  welldnubt;  and  this  was 
the  reason  we  then  sat  still,  expecting  the  good 
effects  thereof,  which  were  unfortunately  pre- 
vented by  her  deplorable  deatb)  we  found 
that  our  people,  instead  of  taking  this  favoura- 
ble opportunity  of  retrieving  the  honour  and 
true  interest  of  their  country,  by  doing  us  and 
them5eivesjustice,had  immediately  proclaimed 
fur  their  king  a foreign  prince,  toour  pfejudica, 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  and  incontestable 
laws  of  lierediuiry  right,  which  their  pretended 
acts  of  settlement  can  never  abrogate.’’ 

The  Committee  observing  in  the  eleventh 
volume  referred  to  them,  a ^iter  from  the  carl 
of  Oxford  and  Mofiiiner,  then  lord  high  trea- 
surer of  Great  Britain,  to  the  queen,  dated 
June  9,  1714  ; together  with  an  account  of 
public  affairs,  from  August  8,  1710,  to  June  8, 
1714,  all  written  with  bis  own  hand,  aud  sene 
to  the  queen  with  the  letter ; and  finding  therein 
many'pass  iges,  ill  their  opinimi,  highly  deserving 
tbe  cnnsideraiioii  of  this  House,  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  insert  the  same  here  at  large  and. 

Lord  OXFORD’S  LETTER  to  die  Quiik. 
JuneP,  1714. 

“ May  it  please  your  Majesty  ; I presume 
in  obedience  to  yuur  royal  commands,  to  Iny 
before  your  majesty  a state  of  your  affairs., 
Though  I have  very  much  contracted  it  from 
the  draught  I made,  and  the  vouchers  from 
whence  it  is  taken  ; yet  I find  it  swell  under 
my  pen  in  transcribing,  being  willing  to  put 
every  thing  before  your  majesty  in  the  clearest 
light  iny  poor  uuderstaniilng  can  attain  to.  It 
was  necessary  to  lay  it  before  your  majesty  in 
die  series  of  time,  from  the  beginning  to  this 

E resent  time ; and  when  that  is  compieatly 
lid  before  you,  it  remains  only  for  me  to  beg 
God  to  direct  your  msjesiy. 

“ And  as  Cu  myself,  do  with  me  wlmt  you, 
please,  place  me  either  as  a figure  or  a cypher, 
displace  me,  or  replace  me,  as  tfiat  best  serves 
your  majesty's  <iccasiaos,y(iu  shall  ever  find  ms, 
wiili  utmost  (levol  ion,  and  without  any  reserve. 
Madam,  Your  most  dutiful,  most  faithful,  most 
bumble,  most  obedient  subject,  nodimwortby 
servant, 
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A brief  ACCOUNT  of  public  ApFiiHs  iince 
August  8th,  1710,  to  this  preseue  8il)  of 
June,  1714.  To  which  is  added,  the  State 
of  Aliuirs  abroad,  as  ibe;  relate  to  this  king- 
dom ; vvitli  suEne  bumble  proposals  fur  se- 
curing the  future  trunqiiillily  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's reigu,  and  tbo  safety  ofber  kingdoms. 

Her  majesty  en  the  8th  of  AugnsC,  1710,  was 
pleared  to  alter  her  treasury,  and  two  days  after, 
in  a new  commission,  Koberi  Harley,  by  her 
majesty's  great  favour,  was  matie  chancellor  of 
tbc  esuliMjuer, 

The  state  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad  are 
fresh  ill  every  oife's  memory. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  at  that  time 
was  laid  before  her  majesty  in  a large  repre- 
eeneation. 

I beg  leave  to  touch  some  few  lieads.  The 
army  was  in  tlie  licid  ; no  money  in  the  trea- 
sury ; none  of  the  remitters  would  conirnct 
again  ; the  bank  hnd  refused  to  lend  iOOfiOOl. 
Co  lord  Godolpliin  on  very  good  security  ; tbe 
navy,  ami  other  branches  of  service,  I l,000,000f. 
in  debt,  which  enhimeed  the  price  of  every 
think  proporiionably ; the  civil  list  in  debt 
about  61X1,000/.,  and  the  yearly  income  too 
little  for  the  curreut  certain  espeiice,  by  the 
lowest  computation  194,495/.  3s.  iil. 

In  n few  days  this  new  cuminission  made 
provision  fur  paying  the  army  by  the  greatest 
remittance  that  had  ever  been  known  ; though 
the  opposition  from  every  office  which  wns  full 
of  persons  who  were  enemies  to  tbc  cliange 
made  by  the  queen,  was  very  strong,  and  very 
troublesome  and  vexations;  and  such  was  the 
situation  of  aOairs,  that  nothing  but  great  pa- 
tience could  ever  have  overcome  these  difficul- 
ties; it  being  impossibleas  well  as  unadvisable 
to  make  removes,  but  by  degrees. 

As  soon  as  it  was  possible,  (and  notwith- 
standing the  clamours  then  raised,  it  was  the 
only  proper  time)  a new  parliament  is  called. 

Its  drst  meeting  was  November  37,  1710. 
Robert4iar]ey  bad  prepared  tbe  funds  ready 
(before  (he  parliament  met,  as  he  had  done 
every  session  to  this  day)  not  only  for  tlie 
current  service  of  the  year,  both  by  sea  and 
land,  but  also  for  easing  the  nation  of  above 
nine  millions  of  debt.  This  was  thought  so 
chimerical  when  Robert  Harley  did  begin  to 
open  it,  that  it  was  treated  with  ridtenie,  until 
lie  shewed  how  practicable  it  was.  It  is  true, 
this  gave  great  reputation  abroad,  and  enabled 
to  treat  advantageously  of  a peace  I It  raised 
sinking  credit  at  home,  but  at  the  same  time  as 
it  drew  envy  upon  Harley  from  some,  and  the 
rugd  of  others  ; so  it  gave  offence  to  some  of 
his  fellow  servants,  who  told  liiin  plainly  that 
he  ought  to  have  told  his  secret,  and  ifhe  would 
not  get  money  himself,  lie  ought  tu  have  let  Ills 
friends  share  100,000/.,  which  would  not  have 
been  felt  or  found  out  in  so  vast  a sum  as  9 or 
10,000,000. 

To  this  principle  wns  owing  the  setting  on 
foot  at  tbisrtimgjf.he.  unlpfppj  yo»p|«  to  _Ca- 
iiadai  to  ali  which 'meetings'&arley  avoided 
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coming,  and  gave  lord  Rncliester  his  reasons  • 
and  alier  he  desired'liisiardsliip  to  be  a means 
to  the  queen  to  hinder  that  expedition  ; but  it 
happened  to  be  too  Itito.  But  lady  Mnshani 
knows  how  much  Harley  was  concerned  at  it 
chough  be  did  not  know  tbe  true  spring  of  that 
voyage,  which  will  apear  after  in  this  paper. 

The  beginning’ of  February  1710-11,  there 
began  to  he  a division  amongst  those  called 
Tories  in  the  House,  andAIr.  Secretary  St.  John 
thought  it  convenient  to  be  listing  a separate 
party  for  himself. 

To  prevent  this  lord  Rochester  nnd  Harlev 
desired  to  have  a meetiog,  and  tu  cool  such 
rash  attempts  ; and  it  wns  contrived  jMr.  Se- 
cretary St,  John  slioulil  invite.us  to  dinner, 
(whicii  was  the  Inst  time  he  ever  invited  Robert 
Harley,  being  niiw  above  three  years,)  where 
was  tlie  duke  ofSiirewsbury,  Earl  Foufet,  lord 
Rochester,  nnd  others ; and  lord  Rochester 
cook  the  pains  to  calm  the  spirit  of  division  aud 
ambition. 

Harley  was  at  this  lime  seized  by  a violent 
fever,  and  on  his  first  coming  abroad,  March 
6,  met  with  a misfortune  which  confined  him' 
many  weeks.  The  transactions  during  chat 
time  are  too  public,  as  well  as  too  bla»,  for 
Harieyio  remember  or  to  mention. 

In  'the  end  of  May,  1711,  tbe  queen,  out  of 
lier  abounded  goodness,  was  pleased  to  confer 
undeserved  honours  on  Robert  Hurley ; and 
on  ihe  39th  of  the  same  month,  wus  pleased  to 
put  the  treasurer’s  staff  into  his  Imiids  ; A post 
so  nucli  above  Herley’s  abilities  to  struggle 
with,  that  be  had  nnihingbut  intcgriCyimd  duty 
to  recommend  him  to  her  majesty’s  choice : 
SI)  lie  muse  have  recourse  to  her  majesty’s 
transcendent  goodness  and  mercy  to  pardou  all 
Ids  faults  and  failings,  both  of  omission  ami 
commission,  during  tbe  whole  course  of  his 
service. 

But  to  return  nnd  resume  the  thread  of  ilus 
discourse.  Tbe4tli JunelTlI.  Threedaysafter 
tbe  treasurer  was  sworn,  he  wns  surprised  with 
! a demand  of  28,036/.  is,  for  arms  and  mer- 
I chaiidize,  said  to  be  sent  to  Canada.  When 
I the  treasurer  scrupled  this,  Mr.  Secretary  St. 

' John,  and  Mr.  Moor  came  to  him  witii  much 
passion  upon  this  affair;  and  about  a fortnight 
after,  the  secretary  of  stale  signified  the  queen’s 
positive  pleasure  to  have  time  moocy  paid ; and 
accordingly  her  majesty  signed  a warrant  June 
21st:  and  the  treasurer  not  being  able  then, 
with  all  his  precaution,  to  discover  further  ligh^ 
the  money  was  paid  July  4,  1711. 

Since  tlie  return  tram  that  expedition,  the 
secret  is  diseuvered,  and  the  treasurer’s  sus- 
picion justified  s For  the  public  was  cheated  of 
above  20,000/. 

There  is  reason  to  he  more  particular  upon 
this  head,  because  it  is  one  of  the  things  never 
to  be  forgiven  the  treasurer;  ami  lord  chan- 
cellor told  him  more  to  chat  purpose  ; that  they 
told  him  no  government  was  worth  serving,  that 
would  let  them  make  those  advantages, 
land  iptt  such  jobs.  , ,,  - .ii  , 

One  ihihg  mofe'is  draved'leave  to  be  added. 
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TiiKt  tlie  treAsnrer  was  Forced  lo  use  all  bis 
skill  and  credit  to  keep  the  IIouso  of  Cotn- 
iDonsfrom  examining  ibis  affair  last  parliament. 

June  the  12tb  1712.  Tbcarstsetsiouoriast 
parliament  euded. 

From  this  lime,  to  the  b^inningoftlienext 
session,-  ibe  irca^uror's  hands  were  full  of  ne- 
goiiaiiiig  the  Peace  in  all  courts  abroad  ; and 
besides  ibeerdinarj  and  necessary  duty  of  bis 
oIBce  at  borne,  be  had  frequent  occasion  of 
calming  the  qourrclsand  gnidKCs  Mr.  Secretary 
hud  sometimes  against  lord  Dartmouth,  some- 
times against  lady  Maslmm,  and  sometimes 
against  the  treasurer  liimself. 

The  second  session  of  the  last  parliament 
Legal)  December  the  7tb,  1711. 

This  wBsutcended  with  great  difficulties  and 
dangers,  ns  well  from  the  practices  of  ihe  dis- 
contented here,  as  the  designs  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Buys,  priuce  Eugene,  and  Bothruar ; in 
which  designs  concurred  llie  emperor,  aud 
other  states  and  princes  who  gained  hy  llie  war. 

This  put  her  majesty  under  a sort  of  neces- 
sity to  preserve  the  whole,  and  to  cake  a 
method  which  had  been  used  before,  to  create 

So  many  having  been  brought  formerly  out 
of  the  House  of  Commons  of  ilmse  who  used 
to  manage  public  affairs,  it  was  proposed  ro 
Mr.  Secretary,  That  if  he  would  be  contented 
to  stay  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  session, 
her  majesty  would  have  tli^goudness  to  create 
him  a peer,  nnd  that  be  should  not  lose  his  rank. 

The  second  session  ended  the  21st  uf  June, 
1712;  and  notwithstanding  Bothmar’s  memo- 
rial, and  all  ocher  attacks  botl;  from  abroad 
and  at  humc,  sapplies  were  provided,  nnd 
erery  iking  relating  to  the  public  put  upon  a 
giiuu  fool ; and  the  maleconcents  began  tn 
despair,  as  appeared  by  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough retiring  abroad,  und  other  particulars. 

After  the  session  was  ended,  the  queen,  as 
the  had  promised,  ordered  a warrant  For  Mr. 
Secretary  St.  John  to  be  a viscount;  this  hap- 
pened tu  put  him  in  the  utmost  rage  against 
tlie  treasurer,  lady  Masham,  and  without 
sparing  the  greatest.  It  diil  nvaii  very  little  to 
irll  him  how  much  he  had  got  in  place ; for 
had  he  been  created  with  the  other  lords,  it 
would  have  fallen  to  liis  shnre  to  come  next 
after  lord  Trevor  ; hut  the  treasurer  with  great 

Sutienre  Imre  all  the  storm,  of  which  lord 
lasitam  was  often  a witness  of  the  out- 
rngeous  speeches ; ami  Mr.  Moore  very  lately 
told  the  treasurer,  that  lord  BoUiighroke  saiii 
very  lately  to  him,  tint  lie  owed  him  n revenge 
upon  that  head. 

Tliis  discontent  continued,  until  there  lap- 
pened  aniipportnnity  ofsending  him  to  France; 
of  which  there  was  nut  much  occssiou  ; but  it 
was  hoped,  that  iliis  would  have  put  him  in 
good  hnrnnur ; which  it  diil,  until  in  Occulier 
1712,  there  were  knights  of  lliu  garter  made. 
This  created  a iiov  disturbance,  which  is  too 
well  reinemhcred,  ami  breaks  out  nmv  very 
often  in  omrageous  exprcssiuiu  pohlicly  against 
ail  tlieil  raalleii'C'!  <l,i-i:ise.fb;i,il^lJni>crsiiy 
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In  November,  on  the  death  of  duke  Hamil- 
ton, he  was  much  against  duke  Shrewsbury's 
going,  for  reasons  very  plain,  which  were  then 
in  negotiation ; for  before  the  lasisession  of  that 
parliumeiii  began,  n new  model  was  framed,  or 
a scheme  uf  ministry  ; which  bow  ilicy  after- 
wards came  to  foil  out,  will  appear  iu  its  due 

The  3rd  and  last  session  began  April  die 
0th,  1713;  which  was  as  soon  ns  the  peace  was 
concluded,  andcould  he  proclaimed. 

Ills  not  decent  to  take  notice,  TImt  during 
ibis  whole  negotiatiuu,  the  treasurer  was 
obliged  by  his  own  hand,  and  hie  own  clinrge, 
to  correspond  in  all  the  courts  concerned  in 
the  negotiation ; and  very  often  he  had  the 
giiud  lack  CO  set  right  several  mistakes,  and  to 
obtain  some  things  very  little  expect)^  ; but 
llie  only  merit  of  this  belongs  to  her  majesty, 
the  credit  of  whose  favour  brought  it  about, 
and  gave  poiver  to  the  treasurer  to  act  with 

During  this  session,  the  lords  of  the  cabinet, 
and  others,  met  every  Saturday  at  the  trea- 
surer's, in  order  to  carry  on  the  queen's  busi- 
ness, as  they  had  done  the  year  before  on 
Thursdays.  Many  cifi'ers  were  made,  and  re- 
peated by  the  treasurer,  in  Older  to  attack 
former  ofienders,  and  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
gentlemen,  and  of  the  church  party  ^ and  the 
only  reason  for  this  failiug,  was,  because  of  tbe 
project  laid  for  their  new  scheme,  and  piitiiiig 
themselves  at  tbe  head,  as  they  called  it,  of  the 
church  patty. 

This  being  the  last  session  of  parliament,  and 
some  gentlemen  fenriog  their  elections,  and, 
some  for  other  reasons,  clropt  the  bill  of  cont- 

Tlie  treasurer  saw  this  opportunity,  and  im- 
mediately took  it,  and  prevailed  with  sir  Tho- 
mas Hanmer,  and  others,  to  come  into  the 
payment  of  the  civil  list  debts,  incurred  befurs 
the  ebange  of  the  treasury,  ibuugb  the  presem: 
treasurer  was  railed  at,  and  maligned  ; wliicli 
he  chose  to  bear  patiently,  rather  than  nwii  the 
true  reason,  tliat  there  was  nil  money  to  do  it 
with,  which  would  have  ruined  all  at  once. 

This  step  of  paying  the  debts,  put  the  male- 
cmitcnted  into  the  utmost  rage,  which  iliey  did 
veiy  publicly  express  in  buih  Houses. 

This  lost  session  of  that  purliament,  and  the 
third  since  the  change  ef  the  ministry,  ende<l 
July  the  I)5ih,  1713. 

The  peace  with  France  bring  over,  and  it 
growing  necessary  to  pul  her  inejesiy’s  lUTairs 
into  n further  and  more  settled  regulation,  aud- 
io ease  the  treasurer  of  the  burthen,  ns  iveJi  ns 
envy,  of  such  a bulk  of  husintsi ; her  innjesiy 
was  pleased  to  approve  of  the  sebnue  of  the 
duke  of  Urmoml's  sliiyiiig  here  to  ullend  the 
army  affairs,  which  wtis'  necessary  ut  the  lime 
of  disbaiiiting : duke  Shrewsbury  to  go  to 

Irrlnnd,  upon  his  relorii  froiii  France  ; lord 
Finillater  to  be  cliancelior  of  Scotland ; 
lort  Mar  ihinl  secretary;  lord  Darttaoulh 
privv  st-iil,  end  Mr.  Bromleysecretary  I'fsliile, 
<#itd-.'ait  iWjHininibVyyh<Ji^a.I,;i|!lVffpUor  of  the 
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Exchequer.  I am  aure  the  queen  very  well  re- 
memben  the  rage  this  caosM,  at  perfrctly'de- 
teatiog  their  scheme,  and  shewing  chat  lio-  ma- 
jestr  would  putiier  afiairs  on  a solid  foot ; die 
lord  cbaocellor  said  it  was  against  law,  and  to 
this  day  will  mic  treat  lord  Findlater  with  de- 
cency : and  lord  Mar  jins  met  with  many  ill 
tieatments  as  well  as  Mr.  Secretary  Brotniey. 

But  that  the  treasurer  might  leave  them  with- 
out excuse,  and  make  her  majesty’s  aHaics,  if 
possible,  easy  with  and  to  those  in  her  service : 
as  soon  as  he  was  recovered  enough  to  write, 
he  wrote  a laige  letter  to  lord  Bolingbroke,  ' 
CJDtBiaing  his  scheme  of  (he  queen’s  nfl'airs, 
uud  whnt  was  necessary  for  lord  Bolingbroke 
to  do,  as  belonging  only  to  his  province.  Tiiit 
letter  was  dated  July  the  S5tb,  1713,  and  was 
answered  July  the  STth,  by  lord  Boliiigbcoke ; 
the  copy  was  shewn  to  lady  Masbam,  who 
came  to  visit  the  treasurer  ilien  conhned  to  his 
chamber;  and  she  then  ilioughcit  vras  a very 
good  one,  and  what  was  proper  for  the  occa- 
sion. 1 believe  the  whole  would  be  of  use  to 
giro  light  to  her  majesty  into  the  ground  and 
tbundstion  of  the  follies  and  madness  which 
have  since  appeared ; the  whole  is  ready  for 
her  majesty's  perusal  when  she  pleases. 

In  this  letter  the  treasurer  gives  ou  account  to 
lord  Bolingbroke  of  the  nccasioos,  or  rather  the 
pretences,  for  giving  disturbance  to  the  queen's 
servants.  He  proposes  the  remedy,  and  what 
wos  requisite  to  he  done  by  liim  as  secretary 
in  his  own  province,  and  als>j  assurance  nf  the 
treasurer’s  assistance  to  the  utmost,  and  nf  bis 
desire  tn  consult  with  him  (lord  Bolingbroke) 
how  to  unite  the  rest  of  our  friends. 

Being  then  sick,  the  treasurer  cook  the  liberty 
to  put  lord  Bolingbroke  in  mind  of'the  several 
particulars  which  then  required  dispatch,  and 
were  solely  belonging  to  bis  province,  without 
any  other  interposition  than  that  of  taking  your 
majesty’s  direction. 

.Amongst  odiers,  that  of  a circular  letter  upon 
the  addresses  of  both  Houses  relating  to  the 
pretender.  ' 

This  was  not  dune  in  three  monihs.  His 
lordship  wrote  word  it  was  doae  July  the  37th. 

In  ibe  same  letter  the  treasurer  proposed, 
that  (according  to  the  ireoty  of  peace)  care 
bhoulU  be  takeo  of  the  following  particulars, 
viz.  Ken'fouodland,  Hudson's-bny,  Acadia,  Sc. 
Christophers,  Assiento,  and  oilier  things  con- 
tained in  the  treaties  of  commerce. 

These  particulars  the  treasurer  thought  to 
hare  been  executed,  until  within  n few  weeks 
he  beard  die  contrary  by  accident,  and  that 
the  time  in  the  several  irenties  was  elapsed. 
Upon  this,  the  treasurer,  on  WodiiesHay,  June 
the  3d,  told  Mr.  Moor  of  this,  and  chat  every 
body  would  be  liable  to  blame  who  are  in  tlie 
queeii’sEerviee.  Thuradny,  June  the  Sd,  1714, 
lord  Bolingbroke  writes  to  the  treasurer  a letter 
which  begins  thus. 

Mr.  Moor  lias  been  this  morning  with  me, 
and  has  put  into  my  traods  a paper,  which  lie  ' 
csdls,  I Uunk.,  pfltwnpfoperly^  a^ifhaije  uy^^ 
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Tills  paper  contains  the  neglect  above-men- 
tioned in  the  treasurer’s  letter  of  July  the  3sth 
1713,  eleven  montfas  before;  and  yet  these 
faults  are  now  charged  upon  the  treasurer. 


The  Committee  cannot  hut  observe,  that  his 
lordship  has  here  taken  to  himself  die  credit  of 
corresponding  by  bis  own  liand,  aud  his  own 
charge,  in  all  the  courts  concerned  in  the  pre- 
sent negotiations,  end  that  very  oftun  he  has  had 
Che  good  luck  Co  sec  right  several  mistakes,  and 
to  obtain  some  things  very  little  expected.  That 
he  boasted  of  his  laying  hold  of  a seasonable 
opportunity  in  parliament,  upon  rejecting  the 
bill  of  commerce,  to  prevail  with  meiiihers  of 
tbat  House  of  Commons  to  come  into  the 
payment  of  the  Civil  List  Debts:  and  has  also 
charged  several  jiersons,  then  in  high  stations  in 
her  majesty’s  service,  with  corruption  and  im- 
hezzlemeoc  of  Che  public  money ; and  presumed 
to  recommend  himself  to  her  majesty,  by  huving 
nsed  all  bis  skill  and  credit  Co  Keep  the  House 
of  Commons  from  examining  into  the  same. 
And  your  Committee  having  received  infonoa- 
dun,  that  large  sums  of  money  had  been  direct- 
ed for  special  services  relating  to  the  war,  by 
signs  manual  and  warrants  upon  the  same, 
couotersigoed  by  his  lordship,  which  sums  wera^ 
afternartTs  paid  to  bis  lordship's  order;  your 
Committee  tiioughc  it  incumbent  upon  them  Co 
lay  before  the  House,  copies  of  the  said  signs 
miiDual,  and  warranls,  and  orders  thereupon, 
together  with  extracts  from  the,  register  nf 
the  exchequer;  whereby  it  will  appear,  that 
these  iiirge  sums,  issued  for  die  service  uf  the 
war,  were  received  and  ap'pbed  to  his  lurdship'i 

Your  Committee  in  drawing  up  and  farming 
this  Report, havingohserved  several  transnciioos, 
orders,  and  directions,  given  by  the  ministers  in 
the  queen's  name,  wliicii  are  in  no  memier 
agreeable  to  her  mnjesty's  sentimems  and  in- 
teutioiitr,  as  expressed  inher  several  messages  to 
parliament,  niid  speeches  from  the  throne,  con- 
cerning the  terms  of  peace  which  she  was 
pleased  to  communicate  to  both  Houses; 
thought  it  their  duty  to  enter  into  a particular 
examination  of  this  matter,  and  to  compare  her 
majesiy’s  declarations  witli  the  measures  lint 
her  ministers  presumed  tn  take  in  carrying  on 
these  important  aegotioiinns. 

The  first  time  that  the  queen  made  any 
memiuii  of  the  peace  to  the  parliament,  was  on 
December  11, 1711,  at  wliicli  lime  nothing  hud 
been  concluded  between  Englatid  and  Frsn«, 
but  the  special  preliminaries  diat  were  signed 
by  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  and  .Ur.  St.  John, 
on  the  part  of  England,  and  M.  Mesuager  on 
the  part  of  France,  Sept.  37th,  1711,  and  the 
general  preliminaries  aigiied  by  M.  Mesnager 
only,  which  were  sent  over  by  the  earl  of 
Straffiird,  as  the  foundation  of  a general  pen^. 
After  these  preliniinntiea  were  signed,  Mr.  “'• 
John  bad  pressed  M.  doTurcy,  that  tlie  kingol 
Frappe  would  explain  biniselfwith  rigard^* 
ilie^irtj  'begs'ibut  IhV'queefi'iiiny  have  so®* 
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explicJrtion  oF  ha  intentions  in  respect  to  the 
particular  interest  ofllie  nllies,  and  concludes 
with  sajing,  If  the  Sieur  Gaultier  returns  with 
these  marks  of  confidence,  ;ou  will  see  nur  par- 
liament as  mucli  incliiieil  to  peace  as  ever  it 

Such  explicntions  as  the  line  of  France 
thought  fit  to  mnke,  are  contained  in  the  answer 
to  the  memorial  brought  by  M.  O.nuliier.Nov. 
18,  ini,  inserted  in  the  Appendix.  Upon 
which  her  majesty,  at  the  opening  of  that  ses- 
sion, in  laying  hebre  ihe  parlinment  the  state 
of  the  treaty  then  on  foin,  according  to  the  Ad- 
vice and  Kepresentation  made  to  her  by  her 
ministers,  suid,  “ Thntnowithstanding  the  arts 
of  tliose  who  delight  in  war,  both  place  and 
time  are  appointed  for  opening  the  treaty  nf  a 
general  pence.  Ourallies,  especially  the  States 
general,  whoso  imeren  I look  upon  ns  insepa- 
rable Irnni  my  own,  have,  by  their  ready  con- 
currence, expressed  their  cnnUdence  in  ine.” 
The  queen  tliouxlit  the  States  h.-id  readily 
concurred  with  her;  but  it  roust  he  remem- 
bered, that  the  Slates  had  in  llie  strongest 
niunner  represented  against  the  propositinns 
signed  by  M.  Mesnpger,  as  two  general  and 
uncertain,  not  being  a suiScieiit  foundation 
upon  uhich  a uoguciation  might  hi>  hazarded  ; 
they  dreaded  the  fatU  coiist-quehees  ^f  opeo- 
ine  the  general  ronlerences,  before  the  uriicles 
o^rud  oy  France  were  imidu  spccihc,  and  be- 
fore they  knew  what  ihey  were  to  crust  to  for 
their  own  harrier  and  their  conimeice.  These 
rcpie>vma[ion>  were  made  in  Hollaud  to  ihe 
carl  <d*  SlrafTnrd;  am)  Mr.  Buys  was  sent  over 
into  England  to  enlhrce  them  here. 

But  iosccad  of  acquainting  the  queen  with 
(h^  rejiresenlalions,  or  ocliug  according  to 
her  iiiajesiy's  seniimems,  Mr.  St.  John,  Oct. 
9tli,  declares,  “ Certain  it  is,  that  lier  majesty 
is  so  far  ill  (ennined  in  her  measures,  that  those 
will  deceive  thcinselTes  who  inayimagioe  by 
delay  to  break  them.'’  And  Oct.  29th,  “ The 
qncen  remains  firm  in  her  6rac  rcsplucion,  of 
cauriiig  ibe  conferences  to  be  opened  upon  the 
articles  signed  by  M.  Mesnager.”  And  Nor. 
Sd,  “ The' queen  will  not  hoally  concert  apian 
for  the  jirnseciilion  of  the  war  with  the  States, 
uiiiil  they  juin  with  her  in  agreeing  to  open  the 
eoitfereiices  of  peace.”  And  Nov.  15th,  lord 
StrnfTord  says,  he  had  now  told  them  her  ma- 
jesty's order  to  him  was  to  declare,  that  she 
shuuhl  look  upon  any  delay  as  a refusal  to  com- 
ply with  her  propositions.  By  these  threats 
am)  extraordinary  measures,  the  States  arc 
compelled  by  the  queen’s  ministers,  to  consent 
to  open  the  conferences;  when  at  the  same 
time  her  mujescy  was  persuaded,  that  they  rea- 
dily concurred  in  niiat  had  been  proposed  to 
them,  lier  majesty  declares,  she  too)ts  upon 
(he  incerisc  of  the  States  general  to  be  inse- 
arnhle  from  her  own.  Mr.  St.  John  declare*, 
'hat  Brituin  had  gone  so  much  yon  far  in 
weaving  her  interest  into  that  of  the  conti* 
aent,  tiini  it  would  ptovo  no  easy  task  to  die- 
entangle  them  withont  tearing  and  rending. 

The  queeii'soamifuTt^iqi^tTbiti.pdacetC'  sndii 
VOL.  VII. 


' Scnces  which  have  been  engaged  with  us  i> 

‘ this  wur,  being  hy  treaties  iutilled  to  hnve 

* (lieir  several  interests  secured  at  a peace,  I 

* will  nut  only  do  niy  utmost  to  procure  every 
■ one  of  them  all  reasiinnble  satisfaction,  hut  I 
‘ shall  also  unite  with  them  in  the  striciestea- 
' gagemenis  for  continuing  the  aJIiunce  in 
‘ order  to  render  the  geiierul  peace  secure  and 
‘ lasting.'  And  in  her  message  nf  the  17tb 
January  following,  her  majesty  again  expressca 
‘the  care  she  intended  to  take  of  all  her  allies, 

' and  the  strict  union  in  which  she  proposed  to 
‘join  with  them.' 

By  these  declarations  ic  appears,  her  majes- 
ty's own  resolution  was  to  unite  with  the  aiiles 
in  the  strictest  tiigagemtnts.  But  her  minis- 
ters had  taken  upon  them,  in  the  private  pro- 
positions sent  over  by  .Mr.  Prior,  to  insert  on 
article,  that  the  secret  should  be  inviolably 
kept  between  England  and  France,  till  nibwed 
to  he  divulged  by  ll>e  consent  of  both  parties. 
And  although  France,  m the  lirit  propositions 
sent  over  hy  M.  deTorcy,  had  offered  to  treat 
with  Eqghuidnnd  U'JUnd,  cither  separately 
or  jointly  with  the  rest  uf  the  allies,  at  the  choice 
of  England,  the  queen's  ministers  excluded  the 
allies,  and  in  the  conference  hold  with  M.  Me»- 
negar,  they  are  much  aurprised  to  find  that  he 
had  nrdeni  to  insist,  that  the  queen  should 
enter  into  particular  engagement^  upon  divert 
articles,  which  ifepetnl  not.npon  her,  ami  which 
regard  the  interest  of  ibe  alues  i And  they  in- 
sist that  it  was  alisolutely  necessary  to  remit 
the  discussion  of  the  earliculor  interests  of  the- 
allies  to  general  conbrences.  Aud  when  Mr. 
St.  Julm  was  pressing  M.  de  Toroy  to  give  them 
some  explications  of  what  was  design^  for  the 
allies,  heassures  liim,  “Ifthe  king  would  offer 
a plan  of  specific  prelimiiinries,  liie  queen  will 
never  cuimnunicaie  it  to  her  allies.'  And  upon 
another  occasiou,  he  declares  ‘ this  aecocimion 
was  beguu  aud  carried  on,  upon  a supposition 
that  the  queen  must  desist  from  many  conditions 
which  in  rigour  she  was  obliged  to  procure  fur 
her  nlliES.’ 

In  tile  message  of  the  17ih  of  January  the 
queen  declares,  ‘ Her  plenipntcnunries  had 
'begun,  b pursuance  of  their  io$iructiaus,  to 
‘ concert  Ihe  most  proper  ways  of  procuring  a 
' just  satisfaction  to  all  in  alliance  with  her,  ac- 
‘ cording  to  their  treaties,  - and  particolarly 
‘ with  relation  to  Spain  nud  the  Indies.’  And 
her  majesty  hod  Said  before,  in  muwer  to  an 
Address  from  ilie  House  of  Xords,  presented 
11th  December,  171 1,  ‘ I should  be  sorry  any 
' one  could  think  I would  tint  do  toy  utomsC 
' to  recover  Spain  and  the  ladies  from  the  house 
' of  Bourbnn. 

Your  committee  cannotmakc  the  least  doubt 
hut  her  lanjesty  was  ileierniined  to  recover 
Spain  from  the  bouse  of  Bourbon.  But  that 
her  ministers  had  no  such  ilinugb^x,  and  did 
not  in  the  least  endeavour  it,  nppears  in  every 
parcortlienegochiiimi.  lu  the  fine  propositions 
sent  over  by  Mr.  Prior,  demands  are  made  of 
tlic  Line  of  France,  to  be  pcrfiirmed  by  the 
Jai»<ifSpr.wrviwlbi*\tlm,ti«S''>^'rr»M«ce  was  to 
rGj 
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engage  fur.  And  as  npieanib^Kn  enir;  in 
Joi5  Slralliird’s  book,  Mr.  Prior  had  orders  to 
see  if  ibry  bad  full  pu'vers  fium  Spain.  In  the 
special  preliniinarics,  an  acceptation  whereof 
was  signed  I7  the  enri  of  Dnrtiuuucli,  and  Mr. 
St.John,  September  27ib,  1711,  it  is  said  ex> 
resslj',  ijic  king  promises,  in  the  name  of  the 
iug  uf  Spain  liis  grandson,  and  according  loibc 
powers  wliicit  his  iniijestr  has  received  from 
l(>ac  prince,  that  Port  Mahon  and  Gibraltar 
slinll  retnniu  to  the  English.  These  steps  liad 
been  taken  by  llie  queen’s  ministers,  evea  be- 
fore her  .Majesty  bud  made  these  declarations ; 
which  tlte  cuminiitee  cannot  tlierefore  but  cou- 
clnde  her  majesty  was  not  iiifomted  of.  And 
although  the  queen's  plenipotentiaries  were 
obliged  by  their  instructions  to  insist,  that 
Spam  and  the  West  Indies  should  not  benllocced 
to  any  branch  of  the  House  of  Bourbun  ; when 
the  plenipoteniinrics  of  France,  on  the  llih 
February,  1711-12,  gnre  in  their  specific  ex- 
lanation  of  the  general  preliminaries,  signed 
y Mr.  Mesnngar,  the  king  of  France  made 
his  first  ofiers  in  the  name,  and  by  virtue  of 
powers  from  his  gmiidaon  king  Philip,  as  king 
of  Spain.  *On4tb  March,  1711-12,  otameet- 
ing  of  the  ministers  of  the  allies  at  Lftreclil, 
where  they  were  to  communicate  to  each  other 
their  respectire  dmnsnds;  coont  Zinzendorff 
insisted,  Chat  the  restitution  of  the  whole  Spanish 
monartiiy  should  be  expressly  mentiunetl : 
upon  which  occasion  it  appears,  by  alerter 
from  the  Englieh  ministers  of  the  dth  March, 
that  they  were  the  only  ministers  that  did  nut 
make  any  mention  at  all  of  Spain,  and  Chat 
they  were  sensible  of  the  disadvantageous  con- 
sequences of  being  so;  but  being  desirous  to 
take  oS  thb  odium,  tiiey  make  a general  de- 
claration concerning  the  just  and  reasonable 
satisfaction  for  the  queen's  allies,  in  conformity 
to  their  xtliances ; and  liumbly  hope  what  was 
said  will  not  be  found  coiitiary  to  wliat  has  been 
hitherto  declared. 

All  die  attempt  lliat  the  queen's  ministers 
ever  made  toward*  obiniaing  this  great  puint, 
which,  her  majesty  decluces,  she  sliould  be 
sorry  any  one  could  think  she  did  not  do  her 
utmost  to  procure,  was  to  demand  assurances 
that  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  should 
never  be  united.  The  method  of  prerenting 
this  uniun  was  never  mentioned  byUie  queen’s 
ministers  in  order  to  treated  olj  nor  ibe 
sense  of  France  and  Spain  ever  asked  upnuit 
till  ihe  laiiet  end  ofMardi,  1712. 

In  this  message  her  majesty  further  adds, 

‘ The  world  will  now  see  bow  groundless  thusc 
* reports  me  which  have  been  spxead  abroad 
‘ by  men  of  evil  intentions  to  serve  tlie  worst 
‘ designs,  asifaseparatc  peace  luid  been  treated, 

‘ fur  which  there  nas  not  been  the  Ic.ist  colour 

In  this  declaratinn,  lier  majesty  is  advised 
by  her  ministers,  in  order  to  clear  them  from 
tlie  jutc  suspicions  which  all  the  world  had  con- ' 
ceived  of  the  sepanue  measures  (hey  were  er>- 1 
gaged  in,  nnt  only  to  declare  there  had  nor  been  I 
cbe  least  ejjsi'qsivan  feit,  >vti,' 


to  bmnd  all  that  entertain  such  appreheosioug 
with  the  character  of  men  of  evil  intentinn*’ 
that  had  the  worst  designs  to  sene.  But  tint 
must  Just  cause  Lad  been  given  for  these  reports 
is  Bumeicnily  evident  from  what  wasjost  nuw 
ubserved.  The  tninutry  had  insisted  ihiit  th* 
secret  sliuuid  be  inviolably  kept  between  Eng. 
land  and  France,  exclusive  of  all  ilic  ulhes.  A 
separate  negucmiinn  between  England  and 
France  had  been  carried  on  by  papers  seat 
backward  and  funtard,  and  much  time  spent 
therein,  as  is  said  in  lord  Stratford's  iiistmc- 
tjons.  Mr.  Priur  had  been  sent  into  France 
and  Mr.  Mesnegnr  had  been  in  England,  and 
not  (he  lensc  cummunication  was  given  for  fire 
months  together  to  any  of  the  allies  nf  thesa 
transactions,  which  were  depending  from  April 

1711,  to  September  following,  from  the  time 
Chat  the  first  proposals,  signed  by  M.  de  Torcy, 
were  sent  to  the  States,  till  the  seven  generj 
preliminaries,  signed  by  Mr.  Mesnegnr,  were 
couiimiuicnted  to  them.  When  these  general 
preliminaries  were  signed,  vvhich  were  sent  orec 
asafoundaiiou  tu  open  the  general  conferences, 
a set  of  special  prelhninaries  between  England 
and  France  was  signed  on  both  parts,  which 
were  concealed,  publicly  disowned,  and  nevse 
appeared  till  this  inquiry  ; and  all  these  Iran- 
tactions  bad  passed,  however  disguised  to  her 
majesty,  before  the  time  that  her  ministers  ad* 
visM  the  queen  to  impose  so  grossly  upon  ihe 
naiiaa,  as  to  declare  in  pailiament,  there  had 
not  been  the  least  colour  given  ibr  these  sur- 
mises. 

Her  majesty  is  advised  here  Co  declare,  ilinc 
to  report  that  a separate  peace  had  been  treat- 
ed, proceeds  from  evil  intentions,  and  to  serve 
Che  worse  designs.  But  your  committee  ob- 
serve, that  after  this  declaration  of  the  queen’* 
her  minister*  propose  to  France,  agreed  with 
France,  and  seut  positive  and  repented  orders 
to  the  queen's  plenipoceiiiiiiries,  not  only  to 
treat,  butto  concludca  separate  peace,  wiih 
France.  On  the  20tli  June,  1712,  Mr.  St. 
Juhn  acquaints  M.  tie  Torcy,  the  queen  will 
make  no  difficulty  to  conclude  imuicdiatcly  h 
sapar.via  peace  with  France,  leaving  the  allies 
a time  wherein  they  may  have  liberty  to  sobnuc 
to  sudv  conditions  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  queen  oud  the  mo*.t  Christian  kieg, 
“ lu  Answer  to  this  M.  de  Torcy  tells  Mr.  St. 
John,  upon  condition  the  'queen  does  iinuic- 
diately  make  a separate  peace,  nnd  keep  ns 
measuresw  ich  her  allies,  the  king  hasdetennined 
to  send  his  orders  tn  permit  the  English  imopt 
to  enter  into  DuiikirL  On  12th  July,  1712, 
Mr.  St.  John  thinks  the  qoeen  in  a condition 
DOC  to  losea  moiDciic’s  time  in  concluding  with 
the  ministers  of  France  the  convention  for  a. 
general  sitspenrion  of  erms  both  by  sea  and 
laud,  and  even  the  treaty  of  ncare  betwcea 
Britnin  and  France.  And  on  tlie  4ih  August, 

1712,  .M.  de  Torcy  acquaints  Mr.  St.  John, 
ihnl  (he  king  consented  to  the  duke  of  Snvoys 
hnving  Sicily  upon  certain  conditions,  wlierem 
one  exprtss  coudiiion  is,  that  a peace  hecon- 

Etwicg,  Spain,  and 
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Savoy.  And  at  last,  when  the  treaty  drew  near 
to  u conclusion,  nml  almost  all  ihe’alltes  were 
ready  111  sign  1 ontiic20lh  reUniary,  1718-13 
positive  orik-fs  lire  sent  lo  the  British  pleuipo- 
tenliariM  10  conclude  and  sign  with  rraiice: 
and  Dll  ilia  Sdth  lord  Bolingfaroke  repeats  Ills 
orderj  to  the  British  plenipoteuiiaries  to  con- 
clude and  sign  with  France;  and  acquniius 
them,  the  diilce  of  Shrewsbury  had  declared 
That  their  Inrdsliips  had  orders,  in  ense  the 
French  complied,  as  they  now  have  actually 
done,  Co  sign  her  majesty’s  peace  with  France 
without  further  delay;  and  that  his  grace  had 
also  declare.1,  that  in  this  case  lier  majesty 
would  open  the  parliament,  by  telling  • them 
tliui  she  had  mnde  n pence  with  France:  these 
two  considerations,'  liis  lordship  says,  were 
perhaps,  the  most  prevalent  iiiduaemeiits  to  the 
iVencii  coon  to  come  roundly  into  her  majesty’s 
propositions. 

Your  Committee  think  they  cannot  close  this 
head  heller  than  with  repeating  a passage  from 
one  nflord  Boiinghroke’s  tellers  to  Mr.  Prior, 
wherein  he  says,  “ If  such  overtures  as  these 
were  not  instantly  accepted,  our  separate  peace 
would,  silting  this  parliament,  be  addressed 
for,  mnde,  approved,  and  the  cause  of  France 
for  once  become  popular  in  Great  Britain.' 

On  the  CihJune,  1718,  the  queen  says,  I 
am  now  come  to  let  you  know  upon  what 
terms  a geiienil  peace  may  be  made.. 

On  the  same  day, lord  Bohiigbrokeacquaiots 
H.  de  Torcy,  thattbnogli  the  kingof  France 
had  not  answered  the  queen’s  demands  ac- 
cording to  expectation,  the  queen  would  not 
defer  going  (hat  day  to  parliament,  aud  making 
all  the  declarations  that  were  necessary  to 
render  the  nation  unanimously  inclined  to  the 

The  queen  says,  ‘ The  dllEculties  had  been 
'increased  by  other  obstructions,  artfully  con-- 
' trived  to  binder  this  great  and  good  work.' 
Whereas  it  is  notorious,  that  the  ministers  had 
receired  but  the  day  before,  the  account  that 
king  Philip  had  consented  lo  make  the  reoun- 
ciotioD,  upon  which  account  only  the  queen’s 
speaking  to  the  paclinment  had  been  deferred. 

The  queen  says,  ' I hnre  nut  omitted  uny 
‘ thing  which  might  procure  to  all  our  allies 
‘ wbatis  due  to  lliein  by  treaties,  and  whnl  is 
‘ necessary  for  their  security.’ 

Lord  Bolingliruke.  on  the'  very  same  day, 
in  his  letter  to  M.  de  Torcy,  says,"  lordStraffbra 
is  going  back  to  Utrecht;  and  (he  instructions 
he  is  to  curry  will  put  the  queen's  plenipoteo* 
tiaries  in  a condition  to  keop  nn  longer  those 
measures  to  which  they  have  liiiherio  been 
obliged  to  submit;  hut  from  heocefbrth  tliev 
may  openly  jnio  with  those  nf  France,  and 
give  law  to  them  who  will  nut  submit  to  just 
and  reasonable  conditions.’’ 

The  queen  inys,  ‘ Nothing  has  moved  me 
' from  steadily  pursuing  in  the  first  place  the 
‘ true  interest  of  my  own  kingdoms.’ 

Lord  Bolingbrokejust  before,  on  the  24th  of 
May,  had  proposed  to  M.  de  Torcy,  that  the 
queen  being 
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1 nerai  peace,  iban  any  particular  advamages, 
commissaries  should  be  appointed  to  settle 
aftei-  the  peace,  such  poiius  rehiting  to  trade, 
ns  required  a longer  discussion  than  the  present 
crisis  would  admit. 

The  queen  says,  ‘ Tliatro  prevent  the  union 
‘ of  the  two  crowns,  she  would  nothe  content 
‘ wiih  whnl  was  speenUlive,  hot  insisted  upon 
‘ soDietliiiig  solid  ;’  Altheugli  M.  de  Torcy  had 
before  declared  to  the  queen's  ministers.  That 
to  accept  of  this  expedient  which  they  pro- 
posed, would  be  to  build  upon  a sandy  foun- 
dation. 

Tfie  queen  soys,  ‘ The  nature  of  the  proposal 
‘ f<ir  a renunciation  is  such,  tliat  it  exftnies 
‘ itself;  and  that  France  ntid  Spain  arc  thereby 
‘ moreelTeciually  divided  than  ever.'  But  M. 
de  Torcy  had  before  assured  the  queen's  minis- 
ters, *'  That  tills  reuunciaiion  would  he  null  and 
void,  by  the  fundamental  Inwsof  France;  and 
ihey  would  deceive  themselves  who  accepted  of 
it  as  an  expedient  to  prevent  tlie  noiuu  of  the 
two  crowns. 

Tlie  queen  says,  ‘ Provision  is  iqade,  that 
' (he  same  privileges  and  advantages  as  shall  be 
'granted  to  any  other  nation  by  I'r.ince,  shall 
‘ begranted  in  like  manner  to  u$.'  But  it  ap- 
pears by  a letter  of  lord  Boli|igbipke's,  in  Ja- 
nuary following,  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
that  France  refused  to  let  our  trade  sc^nd  upon 
the  foot  of  ‘ gens  nmicissima ;'  declared  the 
tariff  166i,  which  was  granted  to  tlie  Duicli, 
except  the  four  species,  was  too  bencllciol 
for  us  ; aud  refused  to  grant  it  until  another 
tarid'  should  be  mauo  in  Great  Britain  exactly 
coDformable  to  that  of  1004,  whereby  our 
duties  would  be  reduced  ns  theirs  are  in  France 
by  (bat  tariff. 

As  to  our  commerce  with  France,  tlie  queen 
says  here,  June  the  Oih,  1718,  ‘ It  was  in  .rme- 
‘ thod  of  being  seiilrd.’  And  Mr.  Prior  says 
of  it  in  May  following,  near  a tnelvemniith 
after,  “ We  bad  like  to  have  made  art  Atha- 
nasian  business  ofit  at  Utrecht,  by  that  explana- 
tion of  our  own  way  of  uuderttaiiding  our  own 
commerce.  Their  letters  to  you,  full  of  sur- 
mises and  doubts,  that  all  was  unhinged  ; and 
their  letters  to  us  again,  that  explanations, 
however  mnde,  were  only  to  save  appearances, 
and  signified  uothing:  ibis  ' meslange,'  1 say, 
and  my  eiideevonriug  to  uiirlersiaml  it,  had 
like  to  make  me  run  mad,  if  tlie  duke  ofSIirewa- 
liury's  extreme  good  sense,  and  M.  de  Torcy’s 
not  only  honest  but  right  understanding,  had  not 
redressed  us." 

The  queen  says,  " The  French  consented  to 
“ deliver  up  Newfoundland  nod  Placentia.  ” But 
it  mast  be  remembered,  that  in  the  prelimiiin- 
ries  signed  in  September  prccedini;,  the  French 
had  resened  to  ibemselves  n liberty  uf  taking 
and  drying  lish  in  Newfuuudlanii.'’ 

The  queen  says,  ‘An  absolute  cession  was 
‘ to  be  made  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Aca,4ia.*  But 
cape  Breton,  wliieb  wa»  alwoys  understood  to 
be,  and  is  so' declared  by  the  queen-'s  iiisiruc- 
lioiis  to  llie  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  lo  be  part  of 
'NoW&'btiffjlk  bxpl«ssly'4«»en  up  to  •Fcnnce. 
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TLe  qneen  says,  ‘ The  trade  to  Spain  and 

* the  Weal  Indies  may  in  general  be  settled,  os 

* it  wns  in  tlie  time  of  tlie  late  king  of  Spain, 

* Cliarlrt  ibf  Sieood.'  But  when  the  projector 
thelreuty  of  cotmnerce  came  t'rom  Madrid, 
lord  Uulinj;bruke  says  of  it,  “ They  liad  sent  u ' 
Blind,  lame,  misshapen,  indigested  monsier,  in- 
stead oi  thnt  fair  unspring  which  we  had  tea- 
sun  to  expect  from  our  cuiidou^.”  * 

If  nil  tlic  other  .parts  of  this  speech  be 
strictly  examined,  it  will  be  louod  that  the  mi- 
nistry  did  so  gtusslydcceire  the  queen,  iujorrter 
impose  upon  the  parliament  by  her  auihurity, 
that  tliere  is  scarce  a paragraph  that  does  nut 
contain  some  unfair,  or  at  least  equivocal  re- 
presentation of  the  state  of  the  negotiations. 
And  when  the  queen  wus  advisetl  by  her  minis- 
ters to  moke  this  coiiimunicacion  to  parliament, 
ns  tbe  terras  upon  which  a general  pence  might 
be  mude,  it  is  very  etident,  they  had  no  assu- 
rances that  Fraufc  nuuld  make  good,  what 
they  prevailed  upon  the  queen  to  declare  in  so 
■olemu  and  piihlic  a manner.  For  on  June  the 
dUh,  the  bislinp  of  Bristol  is  directed  by  Mr. 
St.  Jolm  to  discr^urse  with  the  ministers  of 
the  aliiiB,  agreeably  to  the  plan  contained  in 
lier  majesty’s  speech  j hut  before  his  lordship  ! 
niaiccs  this  step,  Mr.  St.  John  tells  him,  “ It 
will  be  proper  that  he  speaks  first  niih  the  : 
French  pleiiipotentiaries  upon  this  subject; 
wliechtT  they  will  be  willing,  and  in  what  man-  i 
ner  they  will  be  willing  to  give  this  commoni- 
catioDto  (he  allies,”  In  nnssver  to  wfaicli,  the 
Li'hiip  of  Bristol  writes  word,  June  38ih  . 
tiiat  the  French  plenipotentiaries  declared  they 
hnd  no  suili  orders,  and  without  them  they  j 
could  not  do  it ; And  in  this  refusal  of  owning 
the  queen's  speech,  as  containing  their  mas- 
ter’s offers,  and  in  nhsoluiely  denying  to  treat 
upmi  it,  the  French  plcnipoieniiaries  perse- 
vered, even  after  (lio  Dutch  hud  corisented  to 
treat  upon  that  plan,  and  to  necept  the  queen’s 
speech  pro  materin  frartanc^i. 

[The  Committee  having  |roceedcd  thus  far 
in  the  perusal  and  cxaminaiijn  of  the  books 
and  pupers  referreii  to  them,  thought  it  not 
proper  to  defer  this  report  until  they  had  per- 
fected what  remains,  especiully  upon  the  atfalrs 
of  Dunkirk  and  (be  Assipneo : In  which  they 
have  made  such  u progress,  that  they  liope 
they  shull  in  a short  time  he  able  to  lay  tiieui 
before  tbe  Iluusc.'] 
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No.  1. 

77ie  First  PnoposiTtrms  of  Francf,  doled 
April 22,  1711. 

As  it  is  nor  to  be  douhteil  hut  the  king  is  io 
a Gonriiunii  to  maintain  (ho  wur  wiili  glory,  so 
it  cannot  ba  esteemed  n vigii  of  weak  rest,  thnt 
liis  majesty  breaks  the  silence  iliiit  he  has  kept 
alncp  Uie 'sepv^tia  'Us'edlift-t'eaced' of| 
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Gertniydenbcrg;  and  that  before  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  he  still  gives  new  ptnofs  of 
the  desire  that  he  has  always  preserved  to  pro. 
cure  the  re-establishment  of  the  repose  of 
Europe  s But  after  the  experience  he  has  made 
of  the  sentiments  of  those  who  non  govern 
the  republic  of  Holland,  and  of  iheir  imlustry 
to  render  the  negotiations  fruitless,  he  is  «ilb 
iug,  fur  the  public  good,  to  address  to  the  Eng. 
lish  nation  the  Prupositious  that  he  thinks  It 
to  make  to  end  ihe  war,  and  firmly  to  secure 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Christendom. 

It  is  with  this  view,  that  (he  king  offers  to 
treat  of  peace  upon  the  basis  of  the  fullowing 
conditious, 

1.  That  the  English  shall  have  teal  securi- 
ties to  exercise  (heir  commerce  herealter  in 
Spain,  to  the  Indies,  and  in  the  ports  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

2.  The  king  will  agree  to  form  in  (be  Low 
Countries  nsufticienl  liarrierforlhe  security  of 
the  republic  of  Holland : and  ihis  barriersballbe 
agreeable  to  England,  and  to  the  good  liking 
of  ihc  Enulish ; his  majesty  promising  at  ihe 
same  rime  an  hilire  liberiy  and  security  for  the 
ciimmerceof  ibe  Duich. 

S.  Ueauonable  means  shall  be  sincerely  and 
bond  fide  soughi'nut  fur,  to  satisfy  tbe  allies  bI 
England  and  Ilullund. 

4.  As  the  goud  state  of  the  affairs  of  the 
king  of  Spain  furnislies  new  expedients  to  cod 
tiie  dilferEnce  touching  that  monarchy,  and  to 
rouble  it  to  the  content  of  the  parties  rate- 
rested,  sincere  endeavours  shiill  be  used  tu  sur- 
mount  the  dilhculties  raised  on  this  orcitsion, 
and  10  secure  the  state,  the  cunimerce,  and  ge- 
nerally the  intcrestf,  of  all  the  parties  engaged 
in  the  present  war. 

5.  The  conftrences  to  treat  of  tire  pwee 
upon  the  basis  of  these  conditions  shall  be  im- 
mediately opened;  and  tho  plenipotentiaries 
that  the  king  shall  nominate  tn  assist  iliereat, 
shall  treat  with  tiiose  of  Euglaiid  and  Huiland 
alone,  orjoiully  with  those  of  their  allies,  at 
the  choice  of  England. 

6.  His  majesty  proposes  the  dries  of  Aix  Is 
Chanelle  and  Liege  tor  the  place  whefe  the 
plenipuLentiaries  shall  be  assembled,  refeniag 
if  to  England  to  choose  ona  of  those  two 
cities  to  treat  therein  of  the  general  peace. 
Giveu  nt  Marli  the  Z8nd  day  of  April,  IfU- 

He  Tobcy. 


No.  9. 

Pritafe  Pcoposmoss  ttnl  by—'  • 

England,  deled  Salvrday  the  lit  of  J“(y 
1711. 

\Thut  tire  man  was  to  he  sent  over  to-morrow 
fora  final  answer,  That  we  would  make  no 
peace  hut  what  sliould  he  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  our  allies : Tlial the  Dutch  ’should  havea 
harrier,  llie  emperor  one  for  their  security,  asd 
the  duke  of  .Savoy  one  ; and  that  he  should 
have  restored  all  that  was  put-  into  his 
siuii  by  lire  emperor ; and  thnt  the  FreW” 
^uMresUri'e'-alitlfBy' had’ laittJ  from  himj 
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and  ihat  ii«  should  bas'«  wbac  other  addition 
ahould  be  thought  {irouer ; and  that  care 
should  be  taken  to  keep  the  baloiice  iir  Italy ; 
and  that  we  sliQuld  have  positive  Bssurance  that 
the  crowna  of  France  aud  Spain  should  never 
be  united. 

That  all  our  allies  should  be  satisfied  ac- 
cording to  iheiragreetnems  and  treaties  with  us. 

That  the  trade  oflioliand  should  be  secured. 

In  Retution  to  GacuT  BaiTaiN  in  particular. 

Tliat  our  trade  and  commerce  should  be 
settled  and  agreed  on  such  a foot,  as  will  be 
to  llie  sntistaction  of  ilie  subjects  of  Great 
BritKia. 

Tlmt  the  government  should  be  acknooleged 
in  France,  as  it  is  now  settled  in  Great  Britain, 

That  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  should  con- 
tinue in  tlic  possession  they  now  are  in. 

That  Dunkirk  should  he  demolished. 

That  the  Assiento  should  be  iniireljr  in  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain  ; and  lliat  France,  nor 
no  other,  should  pretend  to  meddle  in  it,  but 
Britain  enjoy  It  after  the  peace  as  the  French 
do  now. 

That  Newfoundland  should  he  intirely  given 
op  to  the  English  ; that  the  trade  of  Hudson's 
bay  slinujd  continue’m  the  hands  of  the  French 
and  English,  is  they  are  now. 

And  that  all  things  in  America  should  con- 
tinue in  the  possession  of  those  tiiey  should 
be  found  to  he  in  at  tlie  conclusiou  of  the 
peuce. 

That  all  advantages,  or  liberty  of  commerce 
that  has  been  or  shidl  be  granted' In  the  French 
by  the  Spaniards,  shall  be  equally  granted  to 
tlie  subjects  <if  Great  Britain. 

That  the  secret  shall  beinvi<ilahlykept,iillal- 
loned  to  be  divulgeil  by  the  mutual  consent  of 
both  parties  concerned. 

Pr.  was  sent  to  France  the  day  of  July, 
1711,  had  iiponcr  signed  by  the  queen,  and 
ordered  to  return  if  they  made  didiuullies,  and  I 
tusceif  they  had  full  powers  from  Spain.  I 

N.  lie  was  met  l>y  Bussi,  he  told  at  Dover  I 
he  met  one  going  to  France  strait  from  the  ' 
river.  Bussi  comingwitliouia  pass  was  taken  I 
up,  and  the  people  desired  to  iuspirc, — £xd,  I 

Ifo.  3. 

LsTTBa  fmm  Mr.  Secretory  St.  John  to  tht 
C^een,  datrdStpt.iOlh, \7n. 

Madam  ; The  lords  of  the  comminee  of 
council  met  this  uiocning  at  the  Cockpit,  and 
directed  the  earl  of  Dartmouth  and  myself  to 
confer  with  Monti.  Mesnager. 

\Ve  saw  him  occordingly  this  evening  at  Mr. 
Prior's  bnuse,  where  my  lord  treasurer  and  my 
lord  ebamberinin  were  likewise  present. 

Ue  has  put  iiitu  our  bands  the  answer 
signed  by  the  king  of  France  to  the  demaads 
lust  sent  over  by  your  majesty's  order,  and  this 
answer  complies  with  every  article,  esc^t  tlic 
8ih,  relating  to  North-Ainerica  ; wo  find  hot»- 
aver,  that  w«  »hfdl 
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point,  in  the  manner  which  yonr  majesty  sorue 
time  ago  resolved  to  pass  it  in,  provided  Krnocc 
give  you  satisfacii'iD  upoa  the  -7th  article,  as 
she  has  now  intirely  done. 

The  prupusitious  which  (a  be  sent  iato 
liolinnd,  as  the  foundation  of  a geuerat  tcestv, 
we  have  likewise  received  from  him,  and  that 
wliich  was  thought  the  most  Imble  to  objection, 
hns  been  very  much  mended.  My  lord  trea,- 
surer  having  however  proposed  some  funiier 
nlceiatinns,  in  order  to  make  the  whole  the 
more  palatable  abroad  ■,  and  Mons.  Mesimger 
seemiug  inclined  Co  agree  to  them  ; I am  this 
night  to  draw  them  into  form  for  my  lords  of 
the  council  to  consider  to  morrow  morning. 

Tliis,  madam,  being  the  preseot  situation  oi 
the  treaty,  your  servants  are  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  the  warrant  ami  full  powem 
should  be  prepared  tliis  night,  and  imnsuiicie^ 
to  your  majesty ; by  which  means,  if  it  be 
your  pleasure,  the  latter  oiuy  pass  the  great 
'seal  to-morrow. 

It  is  now  SO  extremely  late,  aad  I have  so 
much  business  to  do,  which  must  of  necessity 
he  got  ready  by  morning,  that  the  whole  night 
, would  not  suiEce,  if  1 was  to  ingross  the  in- 
strument in  my  own  liand  writing ; I thereforp 
make  use  of  a clerk  to  transcribe  them,  but  it 
is  the  same  who  has  copied  nil  tiie  papers 
which  linve  passed  iu  the  course  uf  this  nego- 

There  comes  an  exact  translation  of  the  full 
powers  in  this  pncqnet ; the  wortls  of  which 
are  very  ample  and  extensive,  but  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  form  used  by  your  majesty 
upon  such  occasions. 

My  lord  treasurer  moved,  and  all  my  lords 
were  of  the  same  opinion,  chulMr.  Priorshould 
, be  added  to  iliosc  who  arc  impuwered  to  sign  ; 
the  reasnu  for  which  is,  because  be  having 
personally  treated  with  Mons.  do  Turcy,  is  thp 
iiesc  witness  »e  can  produce  of  the  sense  in 
' wliich  the  general  preliuiitmry  engngemenii  are 
entered  into ; besides  which,  as  he  is  the  best 
versed  in  matters  uf  trade  of  all  your  majesty’s 
' senaots  who  have  been  trusted  in  the  secret, 
if  you  shall  tliink  lit  p einph^y  Inui  in  the 
future  treaty  of  conicuerce,  it  will  be  of  cqn- 
i sequence  ihathe  has  been  a party  concerned  in 
coiiduditig  that  convention,  which  must  be  die 
rule  uf  tius  treaty.  I'he  rest  uf  liie  plqiiipo- 
leniiiiries  are  all  those  who  have  the  honour  to 
sit  io  your  majesty’s  cabinet  council,  wliirli  my 
lords  understood  to  be  your  iiinjesty’s  pleasure. 

The  Osteiid  mail  niiich  arrived  lust  night, 
brought  no  news. — I am,  witlulie  utmost  res- 
pect, &c.  H.  Sr.  Jobs. 

No.  4. 

The  AKStfEp  of  France  (0  the 

Demands for  Great  Britain  more  porttHi- 

larly. 

The  king  being  particularly  informed,  by  Uie 
last  memorial  that  tiie  ininisttre  of  great  Bri- 
tain returned  to  Mr.  Mesnager,  of  ilie  diipo- 

..[(IS",  If  lji«  s=no4 
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peace  to  the  satisfeetion  of  all  the  parties  in- 
terested in  the  present  war  ; und  his  majesty 
plainly  seeing,  as  (he  meuiorial  sets  forth,  that 
lie  c«n  run  no  ris<iue  by  engaging  himself  iu  the 
manner  therein  expressed,  since  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  will  nut  have  any  effect  before  the 
signing  nf  (he  general  peace  j desiring  more- 
over very  sincerely  to  do  all  that  is  in  his  pnwtr 
to'advnace  Clie  re-eslnblishmciit  of  the  repose 
of  Eur<i|ie,  especially  by  a way  so  agroeshle  to 
bis  uiajeaty  as  the  iiilerpositiun  of  a prince-S 
will  hr,  wlinm  so  many  tics  of  blood  alnmhl 
\iii>te  Midi  him,  and  whose  sentiments  for  the 
public  trnnnuiliity  cauiiot  he  d mbied  : IJisma- 
jesty,  ui.Aed  with  ihnse  coiisidriations.hntli  Ol- 
der-d the  Sienr  Mesuagir,  kiiigl.col  Ins  order 
of  St.  Micliutl,  deputy  to  llic  council  of  com- 
Dieree,  u>  give  in  wriuiig  tin.  f illowing  aii'-Weis 
to  the  articles  contained  in  the  meinuriol  winch 
was  sent  to  him,  inticled,  Prcliinmary  Demands 
for  Great  Britain  mure  particularly. 
Preliminary  Itemaruts  fur  Great  Britain  more 
puHtealarlii,  icilh  the  Kind's  Auraeri. 

Art.  1.  The  euccession  to  ilie  crown  of 
these  Liiigilnins,  according  to  thu  present  es- 
lablislimem,  shall  be  acliiiowlrdweri.— Am, 
Ills  majesty  will  ackiio.vtedce  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain  in  thiu  qualiiy,  as  also  the  suc- 
cession to  that  crown  accurding  to  (he  pre- 
sent establishment. 

II.  A new  treaty  of  commerce  hetweeii 
Great  Britain  aod  France  shall  be  made,  after 
a most  just  and  reasonable  manner. — Am.  The 

kiug  consents  to  make  a uew  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  after  the  most 
just,  most  rcBsunahlc,  and  mostadvauiageous 
maiinc-r  to  France  and  Great  Biitain. 

III.  Diinkirlc  shall  be  demolibhed. — Ans. 
Though  Dunkirk  hus  cost  the  king  very  greut 

sums  of  Money  in  purchasing  as  well  :is  for- 
tifying it,  and  chat  a very  considerable  ex- 
penre  will  still  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
works;  his  majesty  is  however  willing  to 
engage  that  they  shall  be  demolished  im- 
nedintely  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
upon  condition  that  an  equivalent  shall  be 
given  him  lu  his  own  conunc,  in  lieu  of  the 
fbruficatjiins  of  that  place;  and  as  England 
cannuc  furnish  the  said  equivalent,  the  discus- 
sion thereof  shall  he  referred  to  the  confer- 
ences held  for  the  negotiation  of  the  general 
peace. 

IV.  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  shall  remain 
in  the  liands  of  (hose  who  now  possess  them.— 
Alls.  The  king  promises  in  the  name  of  the 

king  of  Spniii  his  grandson,  mid  according  to 
the  power  (liat  his  mejesty  has  received  from 
that  prince,  that  Gibraltar  und  Port  Mahon 
shall  rrmaio  in  the  hands  of  the  English  who 
now  possess  them. 

V.  The  Absienco  conCr.ict  shall  be  padewiili 
the  English  after  (he  same  manner  cliat  the 
French  now  possess  it;  and  such  places  in 
Spanish  Aioeriof^ 'sball  uh  Ulodted'  td  tliuseiu- 


terested  in  the  said  commerce,  for  the  refresh- 
meut  and  tale  of  their  n^roes,  as  shall  be 
thought  necessary  and  convenient. — Ans.  Ti>e 
Eiiglisii  shall  have,  after  (lie  pence  con- 
cluded, (lie  treaty  ofnegrocs  of  Guinea  to  the 
West  Indies,  alias,  the  Assiento  contract,  upon 
the  g-anic  conditions  that  that  conventiem  was 
muile  by  the  king  of  Spain  with  the  French  : 
So  that  the  company  which  "ill  be  established 
for  this  effect  in  En^and  shall  hare  the  prero- 
gative nfrt  freshing,  vending,  und  selling,  thtir 
negroes,  in  all  i he  places  and  porcsof  America 
upon  (lie  North  se.R,  in  time  ol'liueoos  Ayres, 
nnd  generally  in  all  tii«  places  and  pniu 
wheu-in  llieiinportaiinn  was  permitted  lo  the 
ships  of  (tie  company  formed  mFranceuadec 
the  name  of  the  Assiemo. 

VI,  All  the  nrlvuMnges,  riglifs  and  privileges, 
"ilich  are  iil.eady  granted,  or  which  siiall 
lierealler  be  gniuied,  by  Spain  to  the  subjects 
uF  France,  or  of  iiuy  ocher  nation  whatsoever, 
shall  he  likewise  grouted  (o  Ae  sobjecis  of 
Great  Brimiu. — Ans.  Tlie  king  pfomises,  for 

hmi'-eir,  and  for  the  king  of  Spain,  pursuant 
to  the  pnwir  which  is  in  his  majesty's  liands 
that  this  article  shall  be  granted  in  case  the 
peace  be  concluded,  as  the  foregoing,  and 
that  it  shall  be  punctually  executed 

VII.  And  for  the  better  protecting  the  com- 
meree  in  the  .Spanish  Anterica,  the  English 
shuil  be  put  in  possession  of  such  place:  at 
shall  be  named  in  the  tieaty  of  peace. 

France  having  offered  a real  security  for  the 
commerce  of  the  subjects  of  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain  in  tlie  Spanish  America,  it  was 
never  doubled  but  France  i hereby  me.im  some 
places;  und  we  have  been  conlirined  iu  this 
opinion,  since  France  hath  proposed  Gibraliar 
as  a security  for  the  commerce  of  Spain  and  of 
(be  Mediterranean.  Tlie  advantages  and  (he 
privileges  offered  by  the  Sieur  Mesnager,  are 
not  to  be  regarded  as  real  securities,  because, 
it  will  always  be  iu  the  power  of  Spain  Co  re- 
sume them:  Therefore  it  is  believed  that 
France  is  obliged,  either  to  cause  to  he  yielded 
to  Great  Britain  the  places  demanded  in  this 
article,  or  to  procure  it  new  advautages,  such  as 
tlie  love  ot  peace  may  make  it  accept  as  an 
equivalent.  Upon  which  we  think  ourselves 
obliged  to  insist,  that  lliis  minister  be  furnished 
with  a sufficient  power.  And  further,  to  tes- 
tify the  sincerity  wherewitii  we  treat,  and  the 
desire  that  her  majesty  of  Great  Britain  hath 
to  advance diegeneral peace ; she  hath  thought 
lit  to  declare,  that  the  difficulty  arisen  upon 
this  article  may  be  removed,  in  granting  to  her 
(be  following  articles. 

That  the  Assienio  contract  be  made  with 
Great  Britain  for  tlie  term  of  thirty  years-— 
Ans.  Though  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reigUi  was  inclinable  to  favour 
the  French  nation,  having  occasion  for  sup- 
plies of  money  to  relieve  his  country  from  an 
impending  war ; this  prince,  notwithstanding 
these  cDiisiderations,  grvmied  but  for 
years  loThe  'Ffeneh',  Hhe  piii'iJeg#  of  the 
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treat;  of  QCgrnet ; it  would  be  ret;  laocb 
in  favour  of  the  English  to  leare  in  their 
hands  for  twenty  years  a prerogative,  which 
it  seema  all  the  oatioos  of  Europe  would 
each  eujoy  in  their  taro.  Yet  the  kins  pro- 
tnisn,  thaltlia  kingliia  grandson  sbaU  yield 
to  the  English,  during  thirty  yettra  succes- 
sively, the  treat;  of  negroes  of  Guinea  to  the 
West  Indies,  alias,  the  Assiento  contract, 
upon  the  same  conditions,  prerogatives,  and 
privilege  granted  tn  the  French  coiupany, 
and  which  the;  enjoyed,  or  ought  cu  have 
enjoyed,  since  (he  first  of  May,  1703,  to  this 
time. — The  king  shall  grant  tliisarticle. 

That  the  whole  Island  of  St.  Christophers 
he  secured  to  Great  Britain. 

That  the  advantages  and  exemptions  of 
duties  promised  by  the  Sieut  Mesnager,  am! 
which  be  pretended  amounted  to  15  per  cenr. 
profit  upon  all  iiierchandnes  of  cliegruwtii  and 
luanui'ncture  of  Great  Britain,  be  effectually 
granted  to  that  kingdom.— Am.  His  majesty 
promisus  likewise,  ui  the  name  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  the  advant-nges  and  excmptimis  of  the 
duties  whereof  meaiioii  is  inudc  ia  this 
article  ; and  which  the  Englisii  shall  enjoy 
immediately  after  die  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  at  the  exchange  of  the  rntilications. 
Great  Britain  may  refiesh  their,  negroes  at 
Jamaica,  and  there  make  a disirihuiiun  of 
(liosetvhum  they  shall  send  to  Vera  Cniz, 
Porto  Bello,  and  other  factories  in  that  part  of 
the  Indies : But  as  on  the  side  of  the  over  de 
Plata,  they  have  no  possession  of  tiny  colony, 
they  deinuiid  time  tlieru  be  assigned  to  them  m 
that  river,  some  extent  of  laud,  upon  wlacli 
they  may  uot  only  retresh  their  negroes,  but 
keep  them  safe  until  they  be  sold  to  the  Sjut- 
niarris.  And  as  no  urtifice  is  intended  io 
making  this  demand,  they  will  submit  them- 
selves,  in  this  respect,  to  tlic  inspection  of  ilie 
officer  that  shall  for  tliis  purpose  be  mimed  by 
Spain.— An*.  The  general  peace  leiiig  made, 
there  sliall  be  assigned  to  the  English  com- 
pany of  Assiento  an  extent  of  land  in  the 
river  de  la  Plain,  upon  which  ilieymaynot 
ouly  refresh  their  negroes,  but  keep  them 
safe  till  they  be  sold,  according  to  tuc  con- 
ditions which  shall  be  stipulated  by  the  con- 
Teiilion  which  is  to  be  passed  for  the  Assiento; 
and  to  hinder  any  abuse  of  tliis  pertiussion, 
the  king  of  Spain  shall  name  an  officer  to 
intend  the  affair,  to  whose  inspection  the  in- 
terested in  llie  said  company,  und  generally 
all  those  (hey  shall  employ  in  their  service, 
shall  submit  themselves. 

Vtll.  NewfoundlaDd,  the  baynnrlstrclghtsof 
Hudson,  shall  be  emirdy  restored  to  ibeEnglisb ; 
Great  Britain  and  France  shtdl  respectively 
keep  and  possess  all  the  countries,  dominions, 
and  territories  in  North  America,  which  each  i 
of  those  nations  shall  possess  at  the  lime  that 
the  ratificatiuu  of  tliis  treaty  slinll  be  piibbshcd 
in  tjiose  parts  of  the  world. — Ant.  The  discus- 
sion of  this  article  stinll  be  referred  to  the 
general 


fer 

that  the  liberty  of  fishing  and  drying  of  cod- 
fish upon  the  isle  of  Newfoundland  be  re- 
served to  ihu  French. 

In  the  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  king, 
we  the  uodcrwriiten  knight  of  his  order  of  St. 
Michael,  deputy  to  the  council  of  commerce, 
have  adjusted  the  present  onswera  to  the  pre- 
liminary demands  lor  Great  Britain,  in  number 
eight  articles,  by  virtueof  the  power  of  his  cna- 

S,  of  ivhicb  we  have  furnished  n copy  signed 
our  Imnd,  and  promise  in  tlie  name  ot  hia 
said  majesty,  that  the  said  answers  shall  be 
looked  upon  as  conditions  that  he  agrees  (0 
grant,  of  which  tlie  articles  shall  be  reduced 
.into  the  ordinary  form  of  treaties,  and  explained 
after  the  most  clear  and  most  intelligible  manner, 
to  (he  common  satisiaction  of  France  and 
Great  Britain.  And  this  in  case  of  die  signing 
of  die  treat;  of  the  genrral  peace.  In  witness 
whereof  we  have  signed,  and  put  the  seal  of  our 
arms.  Given  at  Loudon,  37  SepL{80ct.)1711. 

(L.  S.)  MiSKAOtR. 
The  most  christinn  king,  having  testified  to 
Che  queen  die  sincere  dasire  tliat  be  has  (u  sea 
the  general  craiiqiiilbty  ofEurope  re-csinbUshed 
by  a definitive, sure,  and  durable  peace,  agreea- 
ble to  the  interest  of  all  the  allies  ; and  having 
desired  that  the  queen  would  ndvuiice  the  ne- 
gociutiim  of  such  a peace ; ii  hutb  been  thought 
just  and  reasonable,  tbnt  the  interests  of  great 
Britain  sliould  in  the  first  place  be  adjusted  and 
secured.  For  this  cud  the  most  cbristiaii  king 
having  sent  the  Sieur  Mesnager,  knight  of  (ha 
order  ofSt.  Michael,  nud  deputy  to  the  council 
of  cuoitnerce,  be  hath  adjusted  the  ubove  men- 
cioued  articles,  in  numlier  eight,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  ofhismostcbristian  majesty,  wberenf 
lie'has  supplied  us  with  n copy  sienert  with  bis 
hand  ; wtucli  articles  we  the  underwritten  de- 
clare, by  virtue  of  an  express  order  from  her 
majesty,  that  she  does  accept  as  preliminary 
articles,  which  only  contain  such  securities  aud 
advantages  es  her  majesty  thinks  she  may  in 
justice  expect,  wbat  prince  soever  he  be,  to 
whom  (be  monarchy  of  Spain  shall  be  allotted. 
And  these  articles  are  to  be  looked  upon  as 
conditions  that  bis  rno't  Christian  majesty  agree* 
to  grant ; wliidi  articles  shall  he  reduced  into 
the  usual  forms  of  treaties,  and  explained  after 
tlie  most  clear  and  most  intelligible  manner,  to 
the  common  smisfaction  of  Great  Bniain  and 
France.  And  this  only  in  case  of  cbe  signing  of 
the  general  peace.  In  witness  whereof  we  hare 
signed,  and  put  tlie  seals  of  our  arms.  Given 
at  London,  37  Sept.  (8  Oct.)  1711. 

(L,  S.)  Dartmoutb 

(L.  S)  H.  Sr.  Job*. 

No.  s. 

Wabbakt  fo  LordKtepery/orq^ingtAeGreee 
Seal  to  a CommiMwn/or  ligning  a Treaty 
uith  Afetno^er. 

(L.  S.)  AsnbE.  Endorsed— Not  us^. 
Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  you  tbrthwiih 
C)tji^,pur  ^ 
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£xed  to  an  ioitrument  bearing  date  wuli  these 
preseoti,  whereofyou  liave  acopy  hereunto  an- 
nexed ; containing  our  commission  to  you  our 
deeper  of  our  Great  seal,  end  others  therein 
named,  to  treat  with  the  sieur  Mcsnager,  sent 
hither  will)  full  power  from  the  must  Christian 
kiog,  concerning  ibe  interests  of  us  and  of  our 
kingdoms;  and  to  conclude  and  sign  a condi- 
tional, or  eventual  treaty,  for  settling  nnd  se- 
caring  the  same.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall 
be  your  warrant.  Given  at  our  castle  at  Wind- 
aor,  this  17th  day  of  September,  17X1,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  out  reign. — By  her  majesty’s  com- 
tnand. 

To  our  right  trusty  and  well  beloved 

Counsellor  Simon  Lord  Harcourt,  our 

Kheper  of  our  great  seal  of  Great 

Britain. 

TaaMsi.aTiow  the  fall  Pcicen,  annexed  to  the 

fortg^ng  iroiTont. 

Anne,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  Franee,  and  Ireland,  defemlcr  of  the 
faith,  he.  To  all  and  singolar  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting'.  Whereas  the 
most  Christian  king  hath  given  ns  assurances, 
that  beds  ready  to  enter  into  a negocintion  fur 
concluding  a general  peace,  which  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  interests  of  ail  the  confederates, 
and  bath  invited  us  to  promote  tbc  same : And 
whereas  it  is  highly  just  and  reasonahle  to 
agree,  in  the  first  pbee,  concerning  our  af- 
fairs, and  the  advantages  of  our  kingdoms,  and 
to  settle  them  by  previous  conditions,  and  some 
eventual  treaty  : and  the  most  Christian  king 
having  sent  hither  for  that  purpose  the  sieur 
Klesnsger,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Michael, 
and  deputy  in  ihe'council  of  commerce,  fully 
instructed,  and  provided  with  sufficient  autho- 
rity ; We  liketvise  on  our  part  have  thought 
fir  to  name  certain  plenipotentiaries  for  the  per- 
fecDDg  so  necessary  a work.  Now  know  ye,  that 
wereposingspecinf  trust  in  theloyalty,  prudence, 
and  skill,  in  the  management  of  nl&irs,  of  uur 
right  trusty  and  welt  beloved  counsellor  Simon 
baron  Harcourt,  of  Stanton  Harcourt,  our 
keeper  of  uur  great  scat  of  Great  Britain  : out- 
right trusty  and  right  well  beloved  cousin  end 
counsellor,  Robert  earl  ofOxford  and  Mortimer, 
oor  high  treasurer  of  Great  Britain  : our  right 
trusty  and  right  iiuirely  beloved  cousin  and 
cuuniellor  John  Duke  of  Buckingbafdsliire,  our 
president  of  oUr  council ; the  right  reverend 
tadier  in  Ood,  and  our  right  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  counsellor;  John  lord  bishop  of  Bristol, 
and  kee^r  of  our  privy  seal : our  right  trusty 
and’Hglitintinely  belom  cousin  and  cuuasclior 
Charles  duke  of  ShihwsbQi^,''  our  cbamberlnin 
of  our  huusehold  ; out  right  trusty  ami  right 
well  beloved  cousin  and  councellor,  John  earl 
Foiilec,  our  steward  of  our  liousbold  ; our  r^lit 
trUsty  aud  right  well  beloved  cuusin  nnd  couo- 
neltor  William  enrl  of  Dartmouth,  One  of  our 
principal  secretaries  of  state;  oiir  right  trusty 
rnd  well  hi^lnv^ 

, another  hf  oifr'  secwtarieil  br 


state ; and  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  MatheW 
Prior, esq.;  have  named,  constituted,  and  ap. 
pointed,  nnd  do  by  these  preseuts  name,  co^ 
stitute,  luitl  appoint,  Them  to  be  our  true,  real 
nnd  undoubted  plenipotentiaries  ; giving  ami 
granting  uiiCu  them  full  power  and  autliurity, 
with  the  arores.iid  sieur  Mesoager,  being  sum- 
ciently  impowered  to  this  purpose  by  ilie  must 
Christian  kiog,  for  us,  nnd  in  our  name,  to  meet 
and  to  treat  of  our  iuuiescs,  and  of  those  of 
uur  subjects,  which  are  to  be  settled  by  an 
eventual  or  conditional  convention  between  us 
nnd  the  aforesaid  most  Christian  king : Anil  we 
du  likewise  give  unto  tliem  full  puwer  ami  au- 
thority to  sign  and  to  exchange  such  coiivtn. 
tioD,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other 
matters  os  inny  be  necessury,  in  as  full  nnd 
ample  ninuiier  as  if  we  ourseires  were  present, 
promising  upon  our  royal  word,  that  we  wQI 
make  good  nil  such  things  ns  shall,  by  our  nfure- 
said  pmnipoteniiories,  by  virtue  of  these  pre- 
sents, be  concluded  ; and  that  wc  will  not  at 
any  time  suffer  the  some  to  be  broke,  but  on 
the  contrary,  ibut  we  will  religiously  and  in- 
violable observe,  and  cause  to  be  oburvetf,  the 
snme.  Forihegreatcr  manifestation  ami  strength 
whereof,  we  h.-ireordercdour  p-e&t  seal  of  Great 
Britain  to  be  fixed  to  these  presents,  signed 
with  our  royal  hand.  Given  nt  our  oasiie  of 
Windsor,  17th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
OUT  Lord  1711.  And  the  10th  year  of  uur  reigo. 

A.nse  R. 

No.  6. 

WiBRiNT  for  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  Mr.  Se- 
cretary St.  John,  to  $ign  ike  Preliniiiiariet 
xoiih  i’rance. 

(L.  S.)  Anne  R. 

Whereas  we  have  seen  and  approved  tha 
paper  hereunto  annexed,  containing  the  de- 
mands made  by  our  order,  Ibr  settling  and  se- 
curing  the  interests  of  these  our  kini^nuis  ini 
futnre  treaty  of peace,  together  with  the  auswers 
of  the  most  Christian  king  thereunto,  as  also  the 
form  according  to  which  the  sieur  Musnsgtr 
proposes  to  sign  the  said  articles,  and  ilie  de- 
claration wliich  is  to  be  made  on  our  part ; we 
do  therefore  hereby  direct,  authurise,  and  im- 
puwer  you  to  sign  the  said  declaraiinn  accord- 
ingly : and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sa£- 
cient  warrant.  Given  at  our  ensile  at  Windsor, 
this  3£th  day  of  September,  1711,  in  the  10th 
year  of  uur  reign,  A.  R. 

To  oar  right  crusty  and  liehc  well  belov- 
ed cousin  and  counsellor,  Wtlliam 
earl  of  Daritnouth  and  our  right 
trusty  nnd  well  beloved  counsellor, 

Henry  St.  John,  esq.  oucprlnciptil  se- 
cretariesbT  State.'  37  Sept.  (8  Oct.) 

1711. 

No.  7. 

PnstTKisinr  Articla  on  the  pnr<  «f  J''®"*'* 
Ip  mee  le  a generul  Peace. 

I’bo  iii/tg  being  willing  to  Conuibuio  all  “■ 
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liis  power  to  tte  re-esteltlishment  of  the  general 
peace,  liis  majesty  declares, 

1.  That  be  will  acknowledge  (he  qaeen  of 
Great  Britain  in  that  quality,  as  also  the  sue-  i 
cessiun  to  that  crown,  according  to  the  present 
euablisliment. 

% That  lie  will  consent  Tuliintarilyand  boni 
fide,  to  thke  all  just  and  reasonable  measures  to 
hinder  ilie  crown*  of  France  and  Spain  I'rotn 
being  ever  re-united  npon  ilie  liead  of  one  and 
the  same  prince,  liis  majesty  beiag  persuaded 
that  this  ciCBSs  of  power  would  be  contrary  to 
the  good,  and  to  ibe  general  repose,  of  liurope. 

S.  The  king’s  iuteittiun  is,  that  all  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  present  war,  without  excepting 
any,  may  find  liieir  reasonable  satisfaction  in 
the  treaty  of  peace  to  be  made  ; that  the  com- 
merce be  re-established,  luiH  he  hereafter  sup- 
ported In  iheadiamageof  Great  Britain,  Hol- 
land and  other  nations,  which  iiave  been  ac- 
customed to  exercise  it. 

4.  As  the  king  is  also  willing  to  maintain  ex- 
actly (he  observation  of  the  pence,  when  it  shall 
be  coQcluded  ; ami  that  the  view  bis  majesty 

f reposes  to  hiintelf  is  to  secure  the  frontiers  of 
is  kiogdooi,  without  troubling  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  the  neighbmiring  states,  li^proiiiises 
to  agree  by  llie  future  treaty  of  peace,  that  the 
Dutch  shall  have  in  their  hands  ihe  fortified 
places,  which  siisll  be  specified,  in  the  Low 
Countries,  to  sen'eherealter  as  a barrier,  which 
may  secure  the  repose  of  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land, against  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  France. 

5,  The  king  also  cuiisems,  that  there  be 
formed  for  the  empire,  and  fur  the  House  ol 
Austria,  a sore  ami  convenient  barrier. 

C.  Though  Dunkirk  hath  cost  the  kingvery 
great  Eu(DE  of  tnriiiey,  ns  well  to  purchase  as  to 
fortifv  it,  and  that  a considerable  expence  will 
still  be  necessary  in  order  to  rase  the  works 
thereof,  his  majesty  is  neverlheless  willing  to 
engage  to  cause  them  iineiodiately  to  be  de- 
molished after  tliecODclusiim  of  ihe  peace,  u[>on 
condition  that  there  be  given  him  for  the  fortifi- 
cations of  that  place,  an  equivalent  iigreeahle, 
suid  to  his  owo  content : and  as  England  can- 
not furnish  the  said  equivalent,  the  discussion 
thereof  shiill  he  refeired  to  the  conferences 
to  be  held  for  the  ncgociation  of  (be  pence. 

7.  When  die  conferences  for  the  negocintion 
of  the  peace  shall  be  lnrmcd,all  the  pretentions 
of  the  princes  und  stau-sengaged  in  the  present 
war  shall  bebonajide  and  aniicnhl^  discussed 
thereat;  and  nothing  shall  be  omitted  to  re- 
gulate and  to  conclude  them  to  the  satisfiiction 
of  all  the  parties, 

Gy  virtue  of  the  king's  full  power,  we  the  un- 
derwritten knight  of  his  order  of  St.  Michael, 
deputy  to  the  council  of  cummerce,  imve,  in  his 
majesty’s  name,  settled  these  preliminary  ar- 
ticles. In  witness  whererT  we  nave  put  to  our 
seal.  Given  at  Loudon,  27  Sept.  (8  Oct.j  171 1. 

(L,  S)  Mesmacbb. 
•Separate  Articht. 


Theking  promises  to  restore  to  the  dokeofSa- 
»o;^tbe  do^^qqs 


' to  that  prince  at  the  beginning  of the'present  war, 
and  which  his  majesty  now  possesses:  assuring 
further,  that  his  said  majesty  will  consent  dint, 
tiierc  be  also  yielded  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  such 
other  pincea  in  Italy  as  shall  he  found  agree- 
able to  thn  sense  of  the  treaties  made  between 
that  prince  and  his  allies, 

By  virtue  of  the  full  power  from  the  king, 
whereof  we  have  furnished  a copy  signed  wicL 
our  owo  hand,  we  the  underwritten  knight  of 
his  order  of  St.  Michnel, 'deputy  to  the  council 
of  commerce,  Imve  cuncltided  this  present  pre- 
liminary nititde,  and  do  promise,  in  tlic  name 
of  his  mineaty,  that  it  shall  be  as  duly  executed, 
in  case  liie  general  pence  be  signed,  as  if  it  had 
been  inserted  in  the  other  preiiminary  articles 
liy  us  this  day  adjusted.  In  witness  whereof, 
we  Lave  signed  the  same,  and  affixed  the  seal 
of  our  arms  ihereuniu.  Given  at  Londuo,  27 
Sept.  (8  Oct.)  1711.  (L.  8.)  Mukaceii. 


No.  3. 

Her  Ikstrvctiohs  to  the  Karl  of 

5(ii^irif,  Amhoisador,  &t.  to  theSlalee 
General.  October  I,  17H. 

Upon  your  arrival  in  Holland,  (whither  you 
I are  tu  repair  with  nil  possible  diligence)  you 
I shall  lake  the  first  opportunity  of  cunferring 
with  the  Pensionary,  and  of  inforaiing  him, 

. that  we  have  sent  you  back  as  soon'  as  some 
I matters  of  the  greatest  moincnt  were  ripe  and 
' fit  to  be  laid  before  our  good  friends  and  allies 
I the  Slates  Geiieial. 

I You  are  to  represent  to  this  minister,  and  t - 
. such  others  as  shall  he  appointed  to  coufer 
i wiili  you,  That  wlieu  we  received,  in  the  month 
I ol  May  last,  by  your  dispatches  to  us,  nn  ae- 
j count  of  the  sense  which  tliose  among  Uiem, 
j who  were  at  that  lime  in  the  secret,  bad  of  tlie 
I overtures  mads  by  France  for  settling  a eenerol 
I oegniiation  of  peace  again  on  fnot,  and  of  the 
I answer  wliich  it  was  desired  might  he  retnrned 
' to  the  propositions  sigried  by  M.  ile  Torcy, 
we  did  immediately  ttcquainc  the  enemy,  that 
their  ofTtrs  were  thought  by  us,  and  by  the 
, States  General,  neither  particular  nor  full 
. enough,  and  therefore  we  did  insist  that  they 
shiiiilil  form  a distinct  project  ufsucli  a peace 
as  they  were  willing  to  conclude. 

You  are  further  Co  inform  CheDuCchministers 
chat  tliU  alFair  being  transacted  by  papers  sent 
h.ickward  and  forward,  und  much  time  being 
lo.'t  in  this  dilatory  meiliod,  vre  did  at  last  think 
fittoseiid  to  the  court  of  France,  in  order  to 
have  from  tlience  some  more  certain  account 
of  the  disposition  towards  peace,  and  ofilie 
icrmi  im  which  they  might  be  willing  to  make 
it. 

That  the  French  did  hereupon  send  over  a 
person  with  powers  to  treat  and  to  settle  some 
preliminary  articles  la  a genemi  negotiation  j 
but  that  this  person  being  neither  fully  iiisirucc- 
cd,  nor  sufficiently  empowered,  a still  further 
delay  was  created,  and  it  became  absolotcly 

«a,d 
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more  ample  iostrocliong ; we  beiog  determined 
on  our  pnrt,  according  lo  the  desire  of  the 
pensionary,  and  of  the  other  ininuters,  tojeavc 
noihingmidone  which  might  briog  Che  French 
tn  be  more  direct  and  particular  in  their  over- 

You  arc  to  coramunicite  to  tire  pensionary 
and  to  the  ministers  you  confer  with,  the  pnper 
herewith  delivered  to  yoa,  signed  by  M.  Ales* 
linger,  an  old  acqiiaintance  of  theirs,  and  one 
with  whom  they  have  formerly  trc.itedj  repre- 
senting to  them,  that  though  the  several  ar- 
ticles do  one  coniaiii  such  particular  coaceuions 
asFrance  must,  and  to  he  sure  will  mate, yet 
they  are  in  our  opinion,  a suScieni  foundation 
whereupon  to  open  the  conferences. 

That  we  were  unwilling  to  take  upon  our- 
selves to  decermiuo  the  several  interests  of  our 
allies,  and  did  therefore  resulve  to  content  our- 
selves with  such  geueral  oETers  ns  might  include 
ail  Che  particular  demands  proper  to  be  made 
in  the  course  of  the  negotiatioo,  during  which 
it  must  be  the  most  carefol  endeavour,  and  the 
fixed  principle  of  all  the  enufederntes,  to  hold 
fast  togetlicr,  in  orderto  obtain  from  the  enemy 
the  utmost  which  can  be  hoped  for  in  the  pre- 
sent circniiutanccs  of  allaira.  Vind  this  nile 
yoo  may  assure  them,  that  we  shall  on  our  part 
firmly  adhere  to. 

- If  upon  this,  or  upon  any  other  occasion, 
the  ministers  oflioilund  shall  express  their  un- 
easioess,  lest  we  should  have  settled  the  inter- 
ests of  tliose  our  kingdoms,  in  a future  pence, 
by  any  private  agreement ; you  are  to  say,  that 
we  have  refused  lo  suffer  the  treaty  to  be  cor- 
riOd  01.  in  our  own  country,  and  tliat  we  shall 
•till  continue  Co  do  so,  unless  they  constrain 
os  CO  take  anotlicr  measure : tliac  by  this 
eneans,  the  Dutch,  and  oil  our  alli»,  will  have 
the  opportuniiy  .and  cunveuicncy  of  treating 
and  a'ljustiiig  their  dilTi'rtnt  pretensions,  in 
promoting  of  whidi  ive  shall  exert  all  that  zeal 
fur  the  common  good,  and  for  their  particular 
advAntnge,  which  we  ore  sure  they  du  us  the 
Justice  to  confess  that  we  have  sliewn  through 
the  whole  cuur»e  of  our  reign. 

You  will  further  say,  that  yoii.cnn  take  upon 
yourself  to  assure  them,  that  we  iigre  made  no 
aiipiiluiions  for  ourselves,  whirh  may  dash 
with  the  interest  of  Holland ; that  thnse  attidts 
which  we  expect  should  he  inserted  in  the 
future  treaty  of  peace,  fir  tlie  ponicalar  in- 
terest of  Grant  ISritain,  are  for  the  most  pnn 
gucli  as  contain  mlvdiitagCB,  which  must  either 
continue  to  the  enemy,  or  he  obtained  by  us. 
And  also,  tbnt  nn  concessions  wLatsoeicr  can 
tempt  us  to  embrace  tlie  blessing  of  pence,  no- 
less  onr  good  friends  and  allies  the  Stoles  Gene- 
ral liuve  all  reo-ionnhle  intisfuctioo  as  to  thdr 
barrier,  os  Co  their  tr.ide,  aod  in  uU  other  res- 
pects. 

These  assurances  being  given  in  our  name, 
you  are  to  iiiaiumle  strongly  to  the  miniitcrs 
of  Holhiud,  howjosl  reu-son  wealiould  havu  to 
be  ofleiidrd,  and  to  look  on  the  proceeding  be- 
tween them  and  us  ns  very  ane^u:li,  if  they 
fihvuld  prcicad  id'bjwe'^ny'  -Ajrthkr  uudiiiuicw' 
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upon  this  hc.vd  : and  we  being  determined  to 
accept  of  no  advantages  to  ourselves,  repugnooi 
CO  their  interests,  nor  of  any  peace  which  may 
not  be  to  ilieir  reasonable  satisfaction  ; ihnt 
the  figure  which  we  have  made  through  tlw 
wholecourseofthis  war,  and  the  part  which 
we  have  acted  In  it,  superior  to  what  any  of 
tlic  allies,  even  those  who  are  nearest  to  tin 
danger,  nnd  in  interest  niost  deeply  concerned 
have  done,  mighcjustiy  entitle  us,  if  »e  should 
so  think  fit,  in  Che  first  place,  to  adjust  and 
settle  the  particular  concerns  of  Great  Britain, 
before  we  should  consent  to  set  the  general  ue- 
gotiatioooD  foot. 

If  those  engagements,  which  we  are  undei 
by  our  treaties,  of  making  no  peace,  but  in 
concert  with  ihem,  or  the  particular  obligations 
of  the  barrier  treaty;  nrs  objected  to  you,  you 
arc  to  say,  as  to  the  first,  that  we  have  not  in 
any  sort  acted  conicry  thereto  ; that  we  ore 
so  for  from  makiog  a peace  without  their  cou- 
curreocc,  (hat  we  have  declared  out;  firm 
resnlution  not  to  make  it  without  tlieir  sails- 
fnetiun ; and  that  all  iliai  has  passed  between 
France  and  u*,  amounts  to  no  more  than  nn 
intrmluciion  to  a general  negotiation:  as  to 
the  lntter,you  will  represent  very  earnestly  to 
them  bow  muchitisforiheinteresc  even  of  Hol- 
land itself,  ruthcr  to  compound  the  advantages 
of  the  barrier  treaiy,  than  to  insist  upon  tbt 
whole,  since  it  is  notorious,  the  House  of  Aus- 
tria, end  several  other  of  the  allies,  a^e,  and 
must  oecessarily  continue,  utterly  averse  to  it ; 
and  since  you  may  yourself  assure  them,  U|wn 
the  observation  which  you  have  made  during 
your  stay  here,  that  noiliiug  esn  be  more  odious 
Co  the  people  of  these  kingdoms,  than  many 
parts  ol  tins  treaty ; and  that  nothing  lias  pre- 
vented tiint  national,  and  universal  indignation 
w^ich  would  have  broke  out  upon  ibis  occasion 
but  Che  great  care  and  industry  wliicli  has  been 
used  to  calm  the  miuds  of  (ho^  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  terms  of  this  guarantee,  and 
to  keep  tlie  same  ns  secret  as  possible  from 
-those  who  ora  not  yet  apprised  of  them.  You 
will  exposiubie  further  with  the  ministers  of 
Holland,  by  shewinc  the  absolute  necessity  of 
emeriainiuga  good  hacniony  between  the  two 
'nations,  upon  wliicli  not  only  their  mutual  safely 
in  a great  measure  depends,  but  without 
« liicb,  there  can  at  no  time  beformed  a strength 
suUicient  to  reduce  any  exorbitant  power,  and 
Ci>  preserve  the  bninnee  of  Europe;  and  upon 
this  fiiundatiuii,  you  will  urgue,  that  it  is  the 
true  interest  of  neither  country  to  insist  on  any 
condition!,  which  tuny  gire  ju>t  appreiienbioni 
to  rlie  other. 

You  are  to  acquaint  them.  That  Franc* 
proposes  Utrecht,  Nimijrlicn,  Aix  lu  Chapelle, 
and  Liege,  as  places  in  any  one  of  which  tlta 
coiifcrences  mny  with  cunveuicncy  be  iield; 
that  we  have  refused  to  let  the  geiierel  trratj 
l»e  carried  on  in  our  own  country,  nnd  ihit  wa 

aie  ready  lo  send  our  pleniputentioiies  tusucb 

of  these  lour  towns  as  may  m most  agreeable 
to  them. 

• '■  •Y4uaie’toce-a6li^yeui'’coBa!rciic€byde«f 
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ingthatdie;  wilt  give  all  possible  dispatch  to  the 
choice  of  B place  of  treaty,  and  that  the  pass- 
ports  Co  the  French  plenipoieniiaries  ma;  he 
itasteued,  ic  being  in  our  opinion  of  imporinnce 
so  to  tbrwurd  (he  progress  of  this  great  alJair, 
that  on  one  hand  we  may  not  be  exposed  to 
begin  too  lute  the  ])repanttions  for  tl«  next 
cutnpaigii,  nor  on  the  other  to  put  ourselves  to 
an  expence;  which  in  case  the  general  treaty 
process,  will  be  unnecessary. 

ylod  whereas  not  only  ihe  Dutch,  but  the 
imperial  and  other  ministers,  may  perhaps 
deny  the  paper  herewith  delivered  to  you,  to 
be  a sudicicnt  ground  for  opening  ihe  con- 
ferences' upon ; and  may  insist  that  France 
afiould  consent  to  preliminary  articles  in  the 
nature  of  those  formed,  uiid  on  the  part  of  the 
oUies  signed  in  1709;  you  are  in  the  lirst  place, 
besides  what  is  in  these  your  instructions  before 
directed,  to  insiauaie,  that  (he  French  might 
very  probably  liave  been  brought  to  explain 
themselves  further  bud  they  nul.perceived  (he 
extraordinary  uneasiness,  impatience,  and  jea- 
lousy, which  during  (heir  transactions  with  us, 
discovered  themselves  among  our  allies. 

You  are  afterwards  in  our  name,  to  declare 
to  cliem,  that  if  they  are  desirous  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  determined  to  accept  of  no  terms 
of  peace  inferior  to  tliose  which  have  been  for- 
merly demanded,  we  are,  on  onr  part,  reiidy  to 
concur  with  them,  and  to  continue  to  sacrihec 
the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  subjects,  as  we 
have  hitherto  doue,  for  their  greater  advantage 
and  security;  but  that  we  are  in  justice  bound 
neither  to  deceive  ourselves  nor  them ; anti  do 
therefore,  by  you  our  ambassador  and  picul- 

[lOtentiary,  solemnly  declare,  that  we  can  no 
onger  bear  that  disproportionable  burthen 
which  has  every  year  been  encreased  iijion  us, 
nor  that  dchciency  which  our  allies  in  every 
part  of  the  war  are  guilty  of.  That  ills  evident 
that  the  common  effort  must  be  still  greater 
against  the  enemy  than  it  is,  or  that  there  will 
remain  no  prospect  of  arriving  at  those  ends 
which  are  proposed ; that  therefore  itis  incum- 
bent on  them,  if  the  war  be  continued,  to  fur- 
nish for  the  future  such  quotas  of  sliips  and 
forces,  as  they  are  at  this  time  wantins  in,  and 
to  encreaseiheir  expence,  whilst  we  reduce  ours 
to  such  a proportion  as  in  reason  and  in  justice 
both  should  be  settled  et. 

If  on  the  part  of  the  ministers  of  Vienna, 
and  of  lioiland,  their  inability  to  do  more  than 
they  have  hitherto  done,  be  urged  in  answer 
to  you,  our  pleasure  is,  that  you  ^isb  by  saying 
that  we  think  that  we  muy  justly  insist  that 
they  should  comply  with  us  in  war,  or  in  peace, 
since  in  the  former  case  we  reouire  nothing  but 
what  it  belongs  to  tliem  to  permnn,  and  what  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  our  arms;  and  since 
in  tbe  latter  we  have  done,  and  to  the  lust 
shall  continue  to  do,  all  that  is  in  our  power 
towards  obtaining'such  a peaco  as  may  be  to 
ibe  satisfaction  of  all  our  allies.  A.  £. 


I’l  iiirecl  u'.uge  d'.sitrscd  by  th^  ltni\trsi 


Additwnal  Instructions  lo  the  Eutl  nf  Straf- 
ford. October  3,  nil. 

Whereas  by  an  article  in  your  instruciions, 
benring  date  the  first  instant,  you  are  to  cuii- 
cliide  the  conference  which  you  shall  hare, 
upouyour  arrival  at  (he  Hague,  with  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  States  General,  by  desiring  all 
possible  dispatch  may  be  given  to  the  choice 
of  a place  of  treaty,  aud  that  passports  for  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  may  be  hastened  t 
it  is  our  lurther  will  .'.nd  )ilcasure,  that  as  soon 
as  the  said  passpoyts  shall  be  promised,  you  do 
immediately  give  notice  thereof,  by  a courier 
to  the  court  of  France ; or  if  the  Slates  Gene- 
ral shall  desire  it  of  you,  that  you  do  send  llie 
said  passports  to  the  Marquis  de'i'orcy.  A.  tt. 


No.  9. 

Erlraet  from  the  Register  of  the  Resolutioni  of 
their  High  Mighlinesset  the  Slates  Ocncral 
of  the  United  Provinces,  on  Saturday  the 
'2ilhof  October, nil. 

It  having  been  deliberated  upon  what  tlw 
earl  of  Scraflord,  ambassador  extraordinary 
and  plenipotentiary  of  her  nisyesty  tbe  queen 
of  Great  Britain,  has  represent^  to  tbe  coun- 
sellor pensionary  Heiiisius,  in  order  to  be  coui- 
iiidiiicuteil  to  their  high  migblinesses,  and  on 
tile  preliminary  articles  delivered  on  the  part 
of  France,  to  cotne  to  a general  peace,  also 
commuoiCBled  to  the  counsellor  pensionary 
Ileiuslus:  It  has  been  thought  proper,  and 
agreed  upon,  that  the  answer  to  he  given  to 
tlie  earl  of  Strafford,  shall  he,  tliat  tlieir  liigh 
mightinesses,  having  examined  the  said  uriiclea 
with  all  possible  atiemiun,  bare  found  them 
couched  in  terms  so  general  end  obscure,  us  to 
deserve  great  consideration ; and  that  tliey 
have  strong  appreiiensions,  tiint  by  cntcriuK 
upon  them  into  a formal  iivgotiacioa,  the  al- 
fuirs  of  the  peace  will  be  subject  to  many  de- 
lays, incercaiiities,  and  oilier  great  inconveni- 
ences, which  their  high  mighiiiiesses  earnestly 
desire  may  be  avoided,  that  u speedy,  good  and 
general  peace  may  be  the  suuuer  come  at. 
That  for  this  reason  Jieir  high  iiiightincssea 
have  ordered  the  Sieur  Buys,  who  is  going  to 
England  In  quality  of  their  cuvoyextrunrtfiuury, 
tn  conimunicate  to  her  majesty  tlieir  fears  and 
thoughts  upon  this  subject;  and  thereupon  to 
reprcsonl  to  her  majesty,  Time  they  judge  it 
necessary  in  so  iniporcniic  an  ulfair,  in  w[iich 
haviug  themselves  no  other  aun  but  the  nd- 
vancoment  of  the  common  cause,  aud  (be  mu- 
tual.imerests  ofboth  natiuiis,  they  firmly  rely 
upon  chegreat  wisdom,  aud  thesomuchrenowrv 
ed  zeal  of  tlie  queen  for  the  common  good,  that 
upon  the  representations  to  he  made  to  her  on 
this  subject,  she  will  he  pleased  to  make  such 
reflectious,  as  the  States  believe  an  ulTair  of  ^ 
great  consequence  to  the  nfety  and  (he  public 
good  deserves : tlie  said  carl  ol  SiiulTord  is  also 
desiKd,  that  he  will  be  pleased  id  comcibute  to 
ihts.ptuforiSihyMo^goodifi^hr  . nr 
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No.  10. 

A iiEUOTintfor M.Gtiuliier.  Hamptm-eourl , 
'October  25,1711. 

Tlie  queen  hat  proposed  bv  tfie  earl  of -Straf- 
ford tlie  opeaing  of  (lie  conierences  : the  Stales 
General  niiawtred,  they  did  not  look  on  the 
neinorial  her  majesty  hnd  sent  them  as  a sof- 
ficieni  ibaaitBiiO'i  on  wliich  they  might  venture 
upon  (I  negociution.  Wherefore  they  bnd  de- 
ferred proreerling  any  further  in  that  affiiir 
tvith  the  said  minister,  until  liiey  kuevr  what 
cftect  the  reiiiODsirances  had,  which  Mr.  Buys 
their  envoy  extraordinary  was  ordered  to  mukc 
to  thequoen  lliereupun. 

The  said  envoy  has  represented  to  her  ma- ' 
j«ty,  That  the  States  are  ready  to  concur  witii  | 
oer  to  facilicaie  the  general  peace,  but  that 
tfiey  believe  it  is  baz.irding  too  much  to  open 
the  conferences,  unless  the  general  article  of- 
fered by  France  be  expinined  and  specified. 

Her  majesty,  who  has  always  foreseen,  and 
who  still  foresees,  huw  impossible  a thing  it 
would  be  to  bring  the  allies  to  agree  on  a 
plan  of  particular  preliminaries,  and  who  re- 
mains firm  iii  her  first  resolution,  to  open  the 
cnnfereiiccs  on  the  articles  signed  hy  M.  Mes- 
noger,  lias  given  M.  Buys  her  final  answer  on 
that  head,  Tiiaislie  looks  on  those  articles  as 
coDtainiDg  in  gtneral  all  th^retensions  her  al- 
lies can  reasonably  form ; That  she  still  per- 
•ists  in  the  same  opinion;  she  renews  her  or- 
ders to  the  earl  of  StrnSiird,  to  repeat  liis  in- 
stance with  the  Slates  General  to  induce  them 
to  choose  One  of  the  four  plans  that  have 
been  appointed  for  the  place  of  congress ; and 
to  oblige  them  likewise  to  dispatch  piisspnrts  for 
bis  most  Clirisiinn  majesty’s  pleiripoteiitiaries. 

Things  being  in  this  situation,  her  majesty 
thinks,  in  ord,er  to  the  speedy  opening  of  the 
conferences,  and  for  the  greater  dispatch  of  the 
work  of  the  peace,  it  will  he  absolotely  requi- 
aite,  the  must  Christian  king  shtndd  give  her 
majesty  snrli  explanation^  of  liis  designs,  with 
respect  to  ibe  particular  interests  of  (Tie  allies, 
QS  he  shall  I hmk  lit.  to  induce  them  to  enter 
more  willingly  into  n general  n^otiatioo. 

The  Dutch  aim  at  nothing  hut  their  barrier, 
and  their  commerce,  and  provided  the  queen 
can,  without  fear  nf  being  disowned,  specify, 
within  a small  matter,  the  hairier  whicli  France 
is  willing  to  yield  to  them ; and  that  she  may 
assuie  them  of  the  tariff  of  Itifi^.  there  is  no 
room  (0  doubt  but  ilie  States  General  will 
enter,  witiinut  any  difficulty,  into  the  iiegotia- 
lion  ns  it  has  been  concerted. 

The  duke  nf  Savoy’s  ministers  arc  alarmed 
for  their  barrier  towards  France.  The  queen 
thinks  it  would  not  only  be  for  the  quiet  and 
security  of  Italy,  th.it  this  prince  should  he 
made  more  powerful  on  that  side ; but  her  ma- 
jesty would  he  likewise  very  giad  if  she  could 
give  him  some  nssniiinces  concerning  a buriier 
for  bis  rmmiry  toward*  Prince:  And  lier  ma- 
jesty looks  on  time  article  to  be  so  essential; 
that  she  hopes  ^anr-wpe  m|l  fevppr-, 

able,  and  as  particular,  ak  is  pbui{i)e. 
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The  Dutch  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  being 
agreed  on  those  heads  with  her  majesty,  c|,| 
greatest  diibcidrietr  that  may  be  raised  to  delay 
die  general  peace,  will  presently  he  remuved 
and  the  conferences  foruwith  opened.  ’ 

There  are  several  pretensions  of  the  other 
allies  included  in  the  gynerat  promise  nf  o ret- 
sonablc  satisfaction,  that  must  be  examined  and 
settled  io  the  course  uf  a negotiation  ; as  iliose 
of  ihu  king  of  Piossirt,  ami  dvose  of  the  Electiw 
rate  of  the  duke  of  Haiiuver,  on  which,  if  the 
queen  was  authorised  to  givenssuraoces  on  ihe 
pact  of  France,  it  would  be  attended  with  ibis 
fooil  eflect,  Thuc  those  powers  would  preseudy 
come  into  her  majeity's  views  and  measures. 

Tiiere  is  do  room  to  doubt,  aller  all  the 
steps  her  majesty  has  already  made,  but  she  hu 
a sincei'c  desire  to  procure  the  general  qmn  of 
Europe ; and  if  her  majesty  desires  that  the 
most  Christian  king  would  give  an  explaiiatioa 
to  the  aforesaid  demands,  sod  to  such  titbers 
as  miglil  happen  concerning  the  particular  in- 
cerasts  of  other  confetlerated  princes,  his  most 
Christian  majesty  may  be  assured,  the  queen 
will  make  no  other  use  of  the  confidence  the 
kin^  will  have  in  her,  but  to  forward  the  nego- 
tiation, in  seeking  the  shortest  and  mastcITectuid 
means  to  attain  a peace  so  much  wished  for, 
that  will  he  honourable  to  his  moat  cfarlitian 
majesty,  and  secure  and  equitable  to  the  confe- 

No.  11. 

Akswes  fo  the  Memorial  broi/ght  by  M. 

GauUitr.  Km.  18,  1711. 

The  King  sees  with  pleasure,  that  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain  persists  with  clutc  firmness 
worthy  of  her,  in  the  desire  she  has  expressed  of 
using  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means  for 
ailniiiing  aii  honourable  peace  to  France 
and  Great  Britain,  and  which  may  be  at  ifie 
same  time  both  safe  and  equitable,  with  respeet 
: CO  the, other  powers  engaged  in  the  preseoc  war. 

I liis  majesty  intending  also  to  confirm  by  deeds, 
ilieassurauces  be  bos  given  of  the  confidence  lie 
has  in  that  princess,  liis  majesty  thinks  he  can* 

: not  better  express  bis  sentiments,  than  by  ex- 
' plaining  himself  on  tlte  points  of  this  memorial, 
with  as  much  frankness  ns  if  tlie  peace  wi$ 
made,  and  asifiherewos  already  a strict  alliance 
between  him  and  the  queen  of  Great  Britain. 

So  without  considering  that  there  has  been 
no  roeniion  marie  hiiherlo  but  of  pteliroipiry 
articles,  and  that  the  queen  of  Great  Britain 
does  now  desire  explanations  on  Ihe  particular 
conditions  which  are  to  fiimt  the  treaty  of 
peace,  the  king  is  willmg  to  encrust  her,  as  a 
princess  in  amity  with  him,  with  his  ihoiighls  on 
the  detail  of  the  chief  conditions  of  the  peace. 

He  is  willing,  as  he  has  already  declared,  that 
the  Dutch  slioulil  have  a barrier  aufficieot  la 
secure  the  tranquillity  of  their  republic. 

He  is  willing  also  iliat  trade  be  restored  end 
maintained  for  the  future  to  their  advantage, 

I :pr<ivided  ^bey  wiir  r.ni}cw, Jioni^fide  » ti* 
j'establishiiieuC  of  ^ peace. 


APPENDIX. — Repen  rel<Ui»g  io  lie 
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As  to  tbe  bnrrier,  it  Hould  be  necessary,  be- 
fore it  be  settled,  to  agne  upon  ihe  destioaiioii 
of  Uic  Low  Cnuiiiries,  us  the  king  of  Spain  has 
yielded  tiiem  to  the  elector  of  fi.ivaria,  and 
that  ibe  kiuit  hns  sigued  the  ireuiy  thereof;  if 
it  shoold  not  be  fulfilled,  the  elector  would  haTc 
his  recourse  to  his  majesty  to  be  indemnified. 
Ue  will  therefore  desire,  that  the  Dutch  should 
put  into  the  Imnds  of  the  elector  of&variii, 
tlie  towns  and  provinces  povesbed  by  them, 
or  their  allies,  in  the  Spanish  Nethertauds,  so  as 
chat  prince  may  possess  (be  same  in  snvereigiitv 
aAcr  the  peace,  in  like  manner  as  be  now 

otseases  the  towns  and  provinces  of  Luaero- 

urg  and  Namur,  end  tbe  places  of  Charleroy 
and  Nieuport;  the  king  will  promise,  iha-,  on 
condition  of  this  cession,  the  Dutch  shall  pot 
garrisons  into  the  strong  places  of  the  Low 
Countries,  which  shall  be  paid  and  inaiutained 
at  the  cxpence  of  the  country;  so  Chat  those 
provinces,  being  possessed  by  an  indepeudent 
prince,  and  garrisoned  by  Dutch  troops,  will 
form  a harrier,  which  alone  would  be  suSicieiu 
to  secure  the  republic  uf  ilailand  against  any 
Teasniiable  apprehension  of  tbe  designs  of 

But  the  better  to  secure  the  States  General 
against  iliose  vain  fears,  ibe  king  is  willing  to 
engage  his  wiird  to  (he  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
still  to  strengilien  that  barrier,  by  quitting  and 
yielding  to  the  Dutch  the  town  nf  Meiiiii,  with 
its  verge,  in  giving  them  Ipres  and  its  cfaastel- 
lenie  ; hut  it  must  be  observed  that  Cassel, 
Poperingue,  and  BaUleuI,  do  not  make  part 
thereof,  and  thereibre  liis  majesty  reserves 
(hem  to  himself. 

In  short,  by  yielding  further,  with  the  same 
regard  to  the  barrier.  Fumes  and  the  Furn 
Ambach.  These  are  the  cessions  the  king  is 
willing  to  make  for  the  good  of  tbe  ponce ; hut 
then  these  are  tiic  only  ones  his  msjesty  can 
grant,  unless  he  would  leave  open  tbe  frontier 
of  his  kingdom. 

As  his  majesty  is  persuaded,  that  neither  ilie 
iiiCciithin  nor  the  interest  of  the  queen  of, Great 
Britain  arc,  that  Franco  aliould  remain  naked, 
■lid  always  exposed  to  the  designs  of  her  ene- 
mies; his  majesty  expects  to  be  strongly  sup- 
ported  by  England,  in  the  demand  be-inakes  of 
the  resticutiiiii  of  the  towns  of  Aire,  Bethune, 
St.  Vcnaiit,  Douay,  Qouchain,  and  their  depen- 
dencies, wbicli  he  pretends  to  obmin  by  way  of 
compensation  for  the  places  lie  yields,  to  form 
the  barrier  demanded  by  the  Dutch. 

He  still  renews  tbs  promise  uf  demolishing, 
imtnediairly  iifcer  tlie  couclusloii  of  lbs  peace, 
all  (he  fortilicaiions  of  Dunkirk,  as  well  towards 
the  land,  as  towards  the  sea,  without  aoy  ex- 
ception : and  05  it  was  settled  between  the 
king  and  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  that  a 
fitting  equivalent  should  be  given  for  this  demo- 
lition, hia  miijescy  demands  JLisIc  and  Tonrnay, ' 
with  all  their  dependencies  and  chastellenies, 
to  form  the  promised  ^iiivalent. 

Tournay  is  tbe  ancient  dooiain  of  the  king- 
dom; it  forms  tbe  frontier  of  it;  aodicinusc 
be  looked  u^«<Ai:in{tjase:ik{-tfl&t)<it»ircaaoep 


rather  than  an  blec  into  the  n^bbouring 
country:  tbe  king  cannot  receive  a lume  pub- 
lic obligaliun  from  the  queen  of  Great  Bmain, 
ilian  if  she  will  cnntribute  to  the  restitutbn  of 
a place  so  necessary  for  securing  tbe  fruntieroi 
Ills  kingduiii.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  indif- 
ferent to  England,  wbeiber  this  place  returns, 
os  formerly,  under  the  king’s  domiuiun,  or 
whether  it  remains  in  the  Imnds  of  a foreign 
power;  and  the  interpusiiion  uf  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain,  by  lier  good  offices  on  this  occa- 
sion, will  cemem,  for  the  future,  a must  strict 
union  between  the  crowns  af  Fmuce  and  Eng- 
land. 

However,  if  her  majesty’s  good  offices  should 
prove  fruitless,  nntwicbstanding  her  best  endea- 
vours for  procuring  to  bis  majesty  tbe  restitu- 
tion of  Lisle  and  Tuurnay,  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk,  bis  majesty  de- 
clares from  this  present  time,  but  only  to  the 
queeu  of  Great  Britain,  that  for  the  good  of  tbe 
peace,  he  will  be  satisfied  with  (he  restitutiou  of 
Che  town  and  citadel  of  Lisle,  with  the  cbnsteL 
leny  and  dependencies,  witliout  insisting  on 
Tuornay;  being  witling  to  cunteiir himself  wicli 
this  last  equivalent,  raibcr  than  to  retard,  by 
more  extensive,  (hough  just  pretensions,  there- 
esiablishmeni  of  tlie  iranquilUiy  ol  Europe. 

Tlie  cession  of  the  Cailiblic  Low  Coumriee 
was  mode  by  the  king  of  Spain  to  iheelectorof 
Bavaria,  only  with  a design  to  indemnify  liim 
for  the  losses  he  sufiered  during  the  course  of 
this  present  war ; hot  his  majesty,  and  the  king 
his  grandson,  are  further  engaged  by  treaties 
with  (hat  elector,  lo  restore  him,  by  the  peace, 
to  (he  possession  of  bis  dumininns,  of  his  rank, 
and  of  Isis  dignities,  whereof  be  was  deprived  by 
the  war ; so  bis  majesty  will  demand,  that  this 
prince  rcaiime  in  the  electoral  college  the  first 
rank,  which  was  translerred  lo  (he  elector 
Palatine;  that  the  upper  Falatiaace,  given  to 
the  said  elector  Palatine,  be  restored  to  tbe 
elector  of  Bavaria;  and  in  sliort  dial  the  dis- 
memberments made  from  the  chief  pans  of  tbe 
same  electorate,  be  uiinulled,  and  things  re- 
stored to  their  former  order. 

Even  these  demoiidsare  nut  repugyiant  to  (be 
interest  of  the  Dutch,  supposing  ilmt  they  will 
consent  to  leave  the  low  comuries  to  (be  elector 
of  Bavaria : for  it  is  consistent  with  their 
inaiims,  Uiat  these  provinces  sliould  he  po^ 
sessed  by  a prince,  wliose  power  secures  their 
barrier. 

However,  if  they  have  difTerent  thoughts  with 
respect  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  tliat, 
forgetting  tlie  first  engagements  of  that  prince 
with  (he  House  of  Austria,  tliey  are  persuaded 
that  his  ties  with  France  will  never  he  weak- 
ened ; if  upon  this  foundation,  they  (bink  that 
bis  power  might  at  any  lime  lie  dangerous  to 
their  state,  end  that  tlierefure  it  is  necessary  to 
diminish  tho  same;  regard  may  be  had  to  this 
fear,  although  ill  grounded,  by  proposing  for 
the  good  of  (lie  peace,  to  engage  the  elector  of 
Bavaria  to  yield  Bavaria,  an^  the  electoral  dig- 
nity, to  the  prince  his  eldest  son;  whereof  it 

'i«rdiilii'b«mc«awry:.»i«ad«<to  the  same 
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time  the  tnorrioge  vitli  the  azeb  duichets,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  emperor  Joseph,  lathis 
caiie  it  should  be  stipulated,  that  the  elector 
wbuhl  be  satisfied  to  possess  the  Low  Countries 
instead  of  Bavaria,  with  the  ciinditioii  that  has 
}>eeii  mentioned,  of  putting  Dutch  garrisons  into 
the  places  to  he  paid  and  maiauuned  at  the 
chuige  of  the  country. 

' If  these  proposnis  should  he  rejected,  the 
Icing,  heiug  engaged  by  bis  treaties  to  take  care 
of  the  interests  of  n prince's ttlly,  demnnds  time 
at  least  the  elector  of  Bnvoria  may  keep  the 
proi'inci's  of  Luxemburg  and  Nniiiiir,  and  that 
his  vlectomte,  liis  dignity,  and  his  rank,  may 
be  restored  to  him;  but  it  would  not  be  just, 
that  being  reduced  to  two  strong  places  in  the 
Low  Countnes,  he  should  Leoliliged  to  receive 
a Dutch  garisnn  tbereiu,  which  tlie  cevenuu  of 
those  twu  pruvioces  would  not  be  able  to 
nmimain.  This  condition  must  be  struck  out; 
which  Uie  king  only  proposes  in  case  all  the 
Low  Countries  he  uttirely  giteo  to  the  elector 
of  Bavarin. 

As  the  king  doubts  not,  hut  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain  thinks  it  just,  that  the  elector 
Pidniine  should  restore  tlie  upper  Pulutinnic, 
his  nnijesty  tliiuki,  that  (he  duchy  of  Liinbourg 
might  be  sepaiuced  from  the  I.ow  Countries, 
and  given  Co  die  elector  Palatine,  to  mdeoioily 
hiui  fur  die  upper  Palatinate,  uhicii  lie  aliou'd 
reitore ; diis  his  majesty  leaves  to  the  prudence 
audjusclce  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britam.  How- 
ever it  be,  it  might  be  agreed,  that  the  eleccur 
Palailuc  should  enjoy,  during  liia  life,  the 
upper  Palaiiaaie,  and  the  first  rank  in  the 
electoral  college,  artd  that  after  his  death,  both 
should  return  to  the  elector  ofBavarja,  and  his 
successor. 

This  second  proposal,  with  respect  Co  die 
elector  of  Bavai'io,  would  bring  no  alteration 
to  the  offer  already  made,  of  yielding  to  tlie 
Dutch  for  n barrier,  Menen,  Ipres,  Funi  and 
Fum  Ambech,  on  (be  coaditioits  beforetneu- 

But  the  manner  in  which  they  will  use  this 
prince,  will  decide  the  advantages  the  kiog  will 
grant  with  respect  to  trade. 

If  one  of  the  preceding  proposals  is  ac- 
cepted, the  king's  mteution  is  to  re-establish, 
in  favour  of  the  Dutcii,  the  tarilf  of  1664, 
with  the  exemption  of  the  duty  of  50  per  cun; 
his  jn^csty  will  particularise  only  some  ex- 
ceptions to  this  tariff,  whereof  the  detail  is 
contained  in  a memorial  by  itself:  he  thinks 
biniseifobligedco  stipulate  the  same,  not  only 
to  prcvciil  die  utter  ruin  of  trade,  the  naviga- 
tion, and  the  manufactures  establised  in  Tib 
kingdom,  but  also  to  take  away  the  equivoca- 
tions that  might  hereafter  occasion  complaints, 
and  troublesome  disputes. 

If  it  bnppeos  on  the  cimcrary,  that  the  pro- 
posals made  in  favour  of  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia he  rejected,  that  he  be  obliged  to  con- 
cent bimselr  with  the  single  restitution  of  ^- 
voria  perhaps  dismembered  from  the  upper 
Palaiioate,  aud  ib'e  elector  be  deprived  of  ibe 
firu  rank  iii  tb«  in  (hit'  cute, ' 


his  majesty  will  ouly  grant  to  the  Dutch  ih* 
tariff  signed  in  May  iCtftt. 

There  would  still  be  anoclier  indemniration 
more  honourable,  but  far  less  useful,  aud  which 
his  nnijesty  would  nevertheless  p.ay,  at  the 
Slime  rale  uf  the  re-esuhlislimeiic  of  the  tariff 
of  lCd'1,  wichclieexceptions  intntioiied. . 

Tlie  Dutch,  and  their  alhes,  by  refusing  cl.a 
Low  Capntriesco  the  elector  ufliavaria,  would 
probably  hare  the  same  yielded  to  the  arch- 
duke ; Tlie  king  will  consent  thereto,  and 
moreover,  his  iiiajesiy  will  dispose  that  elector 
to  yield  the  whole  electorate  uf  Bavnria  to  tha 
house  uf  Austria,  (irovidvd  il.c  kiugdoiu  uf 
Naples  be  given  to  thee  prince. 

I'hs  proportion  is  not  cquul  between  that 
kingdum  of  the  one,  and  the  hpunisli  Neiber- 
Inuds  on  the  oilier  part,  with  u country  like 
that  of  Bavaria,  and  so  couvenicnc  to  the 
house  of  Austria;  but  the  kiug  undertakes  to 
supply  (he  luss  uf  the  elector  uf  Bavaria,  and 
to  make  by  the  indemnization,  England  it  coa- 
sidcrable  gainer. 

The  oieoits  his  majesty  proposes  to  succeed 
therein,  is,  by  engaging  the  king  of  Spain  lu 
yield  Sicily  to  that  elvcior,  so  by  possessing 
both  kingdorus,  he  would  be-  inilemnihed  for 
what  he  sfiould  forsake  othertvise,  and  the 
Englisii  would  dui]  their  iinriirolar  advantage  in 
the  conveuciniis  England  might  make  with  him 
for  the  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean.  It  is 
not  indiffereot  to  the  nation  to  be  secure  of 
the  prince  who  shall  be  master  ofMessina,  and 
the  Dutch  would  easily  prevent'  England,  if 
ever  Sicily  should  full  uuo  the  bauds  of  ihe 
archduke.  This  reflection  will  not  have  es- 
caped the  wisdom  of  the  queen' of  Great  Britam, 
who  shews  likewise  lier  regard  to  the  alfairs  of 
Italy,  by  the  article  which  concerus  the  duke 
offevoy. 

The  king’s  intention  is,  punctually  to  perform 
the  cunveotion  signed  in  his  name,  by  M. 
Alcsnegar,  in  relation  to  that  prince.  Uis  ma- 
jesty wtll  acquaint  him  therewith  directly,  since 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain  desires  it.  'fbe 
silence  his  majesty  has  kept  upon  (his  subject 
was  grounded  upon  this,  that  bis  majesty  has 
no  correspondence,  either  directly  or  iiidirecdy, 
with  the  auke  of^voy,  be  referring  himself  to 
that  princess  to  iastruct  him  with  what  was 
stipulated  for  him. 

For  what  remains,  the  king  is  so  far  from 
apposing  tlie  Q^randisemeDtof  (he  duke  of 
Savoy,  on  the  side  of  Italy,  tiiac  be  thinks  it 
wuuld  be  the  advantage  of  that  part  of  Europe, 
that  tlie  rest  of  the  Milanese  should  be  joined 
witli  that  part  whereof  tliat  prince  is  already 
pessessed;  he  would  evenconsent  with  pleasure 
to  treat  liira  then  in  quality  of  kiug  of  Lom- 
bardy. 

Thekiug’ssentimeots  on  this  occasion  being 

icCirely  agreeable  with  those  of  the  queen  ut 
Great  flntaiu,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  hut 
that  princess  will  also  agree,  that  it  isjuit  that 
the  duke  ofSavoyshouId  be  satisfied  with  uie 
old  barrier  towards  France,  and  that  he  restore 

the'  ptaces'of  ExilSes  -autl' FcaestreliBS,  bow 
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lying  in  Dftuplilne ; tismnjesty  confirming  the 
promise  he  has  made  of  restoring  to  him  ilie 
duchy  of  Savoy,  and  the  county  of  Nice; 
ivhereof  the  consideration  is  still  nbove  the  im- 
portance of  these  two  places  for  the  frontier  of 
the  kingdom. 

Besides  these  explanations,  the  king  will 
give,  with  an  imire  confidence,  to  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain,  all  tlie  explanations  she  will  be 
pleased  to  ask  him,  furUicgood  ofthe  peace; 
and  since  she  d*»ites  to  know,  what  tire  the 
king's  dispositions  with  respect  to  the  elector 
of  Brandenbud'h,  and  the  duke  of  Hanover; 
bis  majesty  assures  her,  that  he  will  make  no 
dilhculty  to  acknowledge  the  first,  as  king  of 
Prussia,  and  the  second,  as  elector,  when'tlie 
peace  is  signed.  Tlie  queen  of  Great  Britain 
may  eveo  make  use  of  this  cnnCiieuce,  as  she 
shall . chink  most  fitting  for  advancing  the 
peace,  and  be  sure  that  tlie  king  will  not  dis- 
own her. 

In  short,  the  desire  which  thnt  prioccss  ex- 
presses, ro  procure  forthwith  the  gcueml  Cinn- 
quillity  of  Europe,  seems  so  sincere,  that  his 
majesty  isfurther  willing  to  communicate  to  her 
his  intentiuns  on  the  peace,  to  be  made  nilb 
the  empire:  wbicli  are, 

To  acknowledge  the  archduke,  as  emperor. 

To  restore  to  that  prince,  and  to  the  em- 
pire, Fort  Keile,  in  the  same  condiiiou  it  is 

To  cause  tlie  forts  built  in  the  Rhine,  and 
depending  on  Strosbu^b,  to  be  demolished. 

To  rase  the  fortifications  built  over  against 
Xlunniniien  on  (he  right,  and  in  the  Island  of 
Uie  Rhine. 

In  like  manner,  the  fort  built  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Rhine,  over  ngninst  Fort  Louis,  as 
well  as  that  part  of  the  bridge  lending  from 
the  Island  to  the  right  hand  shore  of  the 

To  demolish  in  geiiernl,  nil  the  fortilicn- 
tious  built,  or  raised  on  the  otlier  side  of  that 

In  short,  to  restore  to  the  emperor  the  town 
of  Brisne,  except  nevertheless  the  fort  called 
lilortier,  lying  on  the  left,  and  on  this  aide  of 
the  Uliine. 

Upon  these  conditions,  which  auSciently 
■hew  theking’s  desiru  of  leaving  the  empiieiu 
pence;  his  majesty  desires  only  for  liiiiiself  the 
resliiutimi  of  the  town  of  Landau  ; and  for  the 
allies  the  re^cstiiblislKTirnc  of  the  elector  of 
Cologne,  in  his  domioinns,  bcoelices,  ami  dig- 
nities; rd'erriiig  iiioiself,  as  tu  what  relates 
to  Che  elector  of  Bavuri.s,  to  nh:it  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned,  with  icspect  to  that 
prince. 

The  king  expects  with  iftipniience  the  happy 
effects  of  the  applicncioii  of  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  in  contrilnumg  tn  the  re-eslablishmcnc 
of  the  peace;  and  his  majesty  desires  with  no 
less  earnestness  a fitiifig  lime  wherein  he  mny 
give  public  proofs  of  his  seiainients  for  that 
princess. 


No.  la. 

St.Jamts’t  Dec.  28.  IfJ?. 
T/ieQuEtit’s  I.vstrvction’s  fowty  LordPrivu 
Seal,  anil  ike  Karl  of  Stra^ord,  htr  Fie- 
niputentiariesfor  a General  Peace.  , 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Utreclit,  you  are  to 
begin  by  concerting  with  the  ministers  of  our 
allies,  in  what  manner  it  insy  be  most  proper 
10  open  the  conferences,  tmd  wbat  method  to 
observe  in  the  prepress  of  the  treaty.  You 
will  upon  (Ills,  and  upon  all  ocher  occasions, 
earnestly  represent  to  these  ministers,  the 
great  ioiporCance  of  appearing  uuited;  and 
for  that  reason,  recommend  to  them,  that  if 
any  diOerence  ordispute  should  arise,  thesaine 
shoulil  be  accooiniudaced  amongst  yourselves, 
that  France  may  have  no  hold  to  lireak  ia 
upon  you  ; but  on  the  contrary,  whenever  you 
meet  the  enemies  miiiisien  ia  the  congress, 
every  opinion  that  is  delivered,  and  every  in- 
stance that  is  made,  may  be  backed  by 
the  concurrent  force  of  tbs  whole  confede* 

In  order  to  bring  this  great  work  to  a speedy 
issue,  and  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  any 
advantage  which  the  enemy  might  Cake,  by  a 
long  negotiation,  of  dividing  the  allies,  or  of 
slackening  tbeirprepamtions  for  another  cam- 
paign, you  are  U>  propose,  that  a time  be  fixed 
fur  the  eonclusioD-,  as  was  done  for  the  com- 
mencement, of  these  conferences. 

If  it  shall  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by  the 
dispositiou  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  ynu  are 
to  insist,  that  tlie  security  and  reasonable  sa- 
tisfaction which  the  allies  expect,  end  wbick 
his  most  Christian  majesty  has  promised,  cannot 
be  obtained,  if  Spain  and  the  West  Indies  bu 
allotted  to  any  branch  oftbe  house  ofBourboa  t 
and  in  case  the  enemy  should  object,  ns  the  im- 
perial ministers  have  done,  That  (be  second 
article  of  the  seven,  signed  by  the  Sieur  Mes- 
nager,  implies,  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  shall 
Ainiiiiue  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  you  are  ta 
insist  ilmt  those  articles,  as  far  as  they  extend, 
are  indeed  binding  to  France;  but  chat  they 
lay  neither  us,  nor  our  allies,  under  any  pos- 
sitive  obligatioD ; that  they  were  received  only 
as  inducements  for  opening  of  conferences ; 
and  (list  an  agreement  to  take  measures  foe 
preventing  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain 
from  heiiig  Over  united  upon  one  head,  canant 
beconstiued  by  any  means  to  imply  that  tlio 
latter  should  remnin  tn  the  present  possession, 
sinebby  the  sixth  article  of  the  preliminaries 
made  in  1709,  this  very  point  was  insisted 
upon,  although  in  the  same  preliminaries  it  was 
agreed,  That  llic  duke  of  Anjou  should  ahan- 
dun  the  throne  of  .Spain,  In  creating  therefore 
u|'Qii  thiv  head,  you  are  Co  consider,  and  set- 
tle. in  conjunction  with  our  allies,  the  most 
ell'rctual  measures  for  preventing  tlie  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  from  being  ever  onited  upon 
one  bead  ; and  the  conditions  which  sliali  be 
agreed  os  necessary  to  this  effect,  you  are  pe.i 
rempcorily  Co  ioiist  upon. 
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oionarcbysball  be  in  tlie  fiist  place  adjusted, 
or  wlietber  it  abali  be  thou^’hc  expedient  to 
defer  die  cunsidcrutioD  thereof:  you  are,  in 
behnlfof  our  allies,  to  demand  of  Prance  Che 
folloniiig  tenns,  with  such  extensions  and  a)> 
teracions,  ns  the  several  parties  concerned  may 
be  desirous  of,  and  as  shall  appear  just  and 
reasonable.  And  for  yuiir  better  iiilbrmntioii 
and  guidance,  as  well  in  respect  to  clie<e  ar- 
tides,  as  to  others,  the  several  memorials  and 
rcpteseatntions  which  we  have  received  from 
divers  princes  and  states,  concerning  their 
interests  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  are  herewith 
delivered  to  yoo. 

In  tliC  first  place,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
terests of  oar  good  brother  the  emperor,  and  of 
the  empire,  you  are  to  insist,  that  the  town 
and  citadel  of  Strasbourg  be  restored  to  cliem 
in  tlie  same  cuiidition  they  are  itt  present, 
together  with  (lie  fort  of  Kehl,  and  the  de- 
pendencies thereof,  situated  on  buth  sides  of 
the  Rhine,  without  the  repeymeni  of  any  de- 
mand of  charges  under  any  pretext  whatsoever, 
with  one  hundreil  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  of 
different  sizes,  and  nminunitiou  in  proportion. 
Tliat  the  said  town  of  Strasbourg  be  likewise 
restored  to  tlie  rank,  prerogatives,  and  privi- 
leges, of  nil  imperiiil  city;  and  do  enjoy  the 
same  in  such  iimnner  as  they  were  eigoyed 
before  it  was  brought  under  the  dominion  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  both  in  ecclesiasti- 
cal and  civil  rigiiCs;  and  yon  are  to  demand, 
that  the  said  town  and  firts  be  effectually 
evacunteil  in  sucb  time  and  such  mnmier,  its 
sIihII  he  agreed  upou  by  you  la  concert  with 
our  allies. 

Vnu  are  further  to  insist,  limt  the  town  of 
Brisac,  with  its  territory,  be  restored  to  his 
imperial  majesty,  and  tlie  bouse  of  Austria, 
with  all  the  cannon,  artillery,  and  ainnmnkion 
time  are  therein,  to  be  helil  and  enjoyed  by  his 
said  imperial  imiiraty,  in  such  manner  ns  he 
ought  to  have  liebi  and  enjoyed  the  same,  pur- 
suant to  tlie  treaty  of  Kyswick. 

You  are  to  endeavour  to  procure, ‘that  his 
most  Christina  majesty  may  hereafter  have  the 
possession  of  Alsatia,  in  sucb  wise  only  as  ap- 
pears to  be  according  to  the  literal  sense  of  tlie 
treaty  of  Westphalia,  and  by  virtue  thereof, 
chat  ne  be  contented  with  the  right  of  prefec- 
ture over  the  ten  imperial  cites,  lying  m tiie 
said  country  of  Alsnlia,  without  extending  toe 
said  right  to  the  prejudice  of  the  prerogatives, 
rights,  and  privileges,  which  helons  to  them,  ns 
to  Ollier  free  cities  of  the  empire  ; but  that 
bis  said  most  cliristiiin  majesty  may  enjoy  tlie 
aforesaid  right,  together  with  the  prerogatives, 
revenues,  and  demains,  in  like  manner  as  he 
ought  in  liave  enjoyed  tliem  nt  ibe  time  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  abovenienrioned. 

You  are  to  denvind,  ihnt  tlic  funilicnliniis  of 
the  said  cert  towns  be  put  in  thesame  condition 
lliey  were  in  at  the  time  aforesaid,  except  the 
town  of  Lnndhu  ; the  possession  and  propriety 
whereof  you  nre  to  procure  to  tlie  emperor 
and  the  empire,  with,  liberly  .1^  d^emolish  the 
furuficauoiis  oftliBt  place,  if  lii^BbaUciiiDklit. 


You  are  likewise  to  insist,  that  his  moic 
Christian  majesty  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
treaty  of  Wesiplmlio,  do  cause  to  be  demo- 
lislied  in  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  and 
Ht  bis  own  expeiice,  the  fonresaes,  which  ha 
has  at  present  on  the  Rhine,  fnitu  B.-isse  to 
Philipsburg,numely,  liunuiiigeii,  New  B'risacy 
and  fort  Louis,  with  the  works  helunging  to 
the  said  fort,  on  hoiii  sides  the  Rhine,  without 
ever  rebuilding  the  same. 

You  are  I'urther  to  demaiul,  that  the  town 
and  fortress  of  Kliinfeli,  with  its  depetidciicies, 
be  put  into  the  iionds  of  our  good  cousiu  the 
landgrave  of  Hesse  Castle,  until  that  luiutet 
be  otherwise  settled. 

The  clause  insoried  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  relating  to  leligion, 
being  contrary  to  the  honour  of  the  treaty  uf 
We'.tplialia : you  are  eccordiiigly  to  insist, 
that  tlie  same  lie  revoked  and  nniiulled,  and 
that  the  state  of  religion  in  Geriimny  he  re- 
stored to  the  teiiour  of  the  treaty  of  VVestplia- 
lia  nlbresaid. 

You  are  likewise  to  insist,  that  bis  most 
Christian  majesty  do  acknowledge  our  good 
bruclier  the  king  of  Prussia  in  that  quality  ; 
and  that  he  do  promise  not  to  give  tu  his  snid 
Prussian  majesty,  any  disturbance  in  the  pos- 
session uf  the  priiicipnlity  of  Neul'ctmlel,  and 
of  the  ciiuntv  uf  Valenitin:  mid  that  liedo  re- 
store the  principality  of  Oiaoge,  to  those  to 
whiiui  it  shall  appear  by  Ian  tu  appertain,  and 
such  utlior  estates  us  did  heluiig  to  our  late 
dear  brother  kitig  William  the  Third,  wliicli 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  France. 

Your  nre  also  to  demand  the  acknowledging 
of  the  eleoturnif , which  has  been  erected  iq 
favour  of  the  duke  of  Hanuver,  now  elector  uf 
Brunswick  nnd  Lunenburg. 

And  if  any  difficulty  shull  arise,  conec-rniiig 
the  time  of  ackoowledging  his  Prussian  niujesty, 
and  the  L'lector  of  tlniiover,  the  miuisieis  of 
France  insisting  nut  todu  it  until  the  pence  be 
signed ; and  the  ministers  of  liie$e  princes,  in-  ' 
silting  to  be  received  as  the  muiisters  of  a 
crowned  head,  and  of  nn  elector,  at  the  first  , 
openingof  the  congress, you  nre  in  such  case,  i 
tu  endeavour  liy  some  expedient  to  reconcile 
the  dispute.  You  may  in  tlie  first  pliiee  pro- 
pose, that  the  several  minieti-rs  should  confer, 
and  treat  tiigerlier,  without  excbai'itins  or  pro- 
ducing their  full  powers,  nmifiliev  come  loctin-  i 
dudeand  siitn  : you  may  in  the  next  place  offer, 
that  the  full  powers  of  the  Prussian,  and  I 
Hanover  ministers  be  accepted  with  a decla- 
ration, that  this  shull  be  of  no  consequence, 

unless  the  general  peace  ensue:  thirdly,  you 

may  endeavour  to  terminate  the  difference,  by  j 

pressing  to  have  the  full  powers  of  nil  the  nii-  | 
ni-iters  pul  into  the  hands  uf  such  pkuipo*  | 
teiitiiiries,  aseholthe  agreed  ujion  by  tbe  purues 
present.  , 

As  to  our  good  brother  the  king  of  Portupdi 
you  arc  to  insist  that  he  hove  and  enjoy  alt  <h^  . 
benefits  mid  advantages  granted  to  him  by  the  I 
tr^ifs.mnde  beiwcpn.iu,,pur  ^lies,  tuid  his 
saii  majesty.  ' • 
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As  to  what  relates  to  the  particular  interests 
of  oiirgood  friwids  and  alliee,  the  States  Ge- 
neral, ;ou  are  to  insist  that  the  most  Christian 
king  do  j'ield,  townrds  forming  a sudicient  bar> 
net  to  them,  Fumes,  Fort  Knock,  Menin, 
rpres,  Lisle,  Tournay,  Coiide,  Valenciennes, 
and  Maubeuge,  ns  likewise  Douay,  Betimne, 
Aire,  St.  Venan^  and  Bouciiain,  witli  tbeir  se- 
Teial dependencies,  and  the  cannon,  aud  ar- 
(illcryj. and  ammunition,  now  being  in  such  of 
the  aboresaicl  townsos  arestillin  Uie  bamla  of 
tjie  French,  to  be  garisuned  in  such  manner  as 
is  or  shoU’be  agreed  ua  between  us,  and  the 
said  States  General,  or  others  concerned.  You 
are  furtlier  to  insist  on  that  bead,  that  his  most 
' Christian  majesty  do  restore  all  the  towns, 
forts,  and  places,  belonging  to  Spain,  which  he 
at  present  possesses,  or  has  been  in  possession 
of,  during  the  course  of  this  war  in  the  Spa- 
nish Lon  Countries,  together  wiili  the  cannon, 
artillery,  and  ammunition,  now  being  and  re- 
■jiaining  therein,  tn  die  end,  that  such  part  of 
diem  that  lutve  been,  or  shall  be  thought  lit, 
mayaiso  be  allotted  for  a barrier  to  the  States 
General. 

You  are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours,  that 
die  tarilf  of  1664,  be  granted  by  France  to 
(he  said  States  General,  with  die  suppression  of 
all  other  tsrilfs  made  since  that  time  ; revok- 
ing and  onnulliDg  all  edicts,  declarations, 
and  decrees,  contrary  thereunto ; that  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  treaty  of  Ryswick  be  likewise 
given  to  the  States ; and  tliat  tlie  exemption  of 
nfty  peace  per  tun  be  allowed  to  all  Dutch  ves- 
sels, trading  to  the  ports  uf  France. 

You  are  however  lo  take  especial  care  tint 
to  Bufier  these  articles  in  favour  of  the  States 
general  to  be  concluded,  until  the  treaty  of 
succession  and  barrier  be  so  explained,  as  |o 
remove  those  apprehensions  which  we  have  as 
tu  the  consHuence  (if  it  in  some  points,  con- 
cerning wliich  you  are  already  instructed,  and 
shall  hereafter  be  more  fully  infortnid  of  our 
pleasure. 

As  CO  our  good  brother  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
you  are  to  demand  chat  he  be  put  agein  into 
pouessiooof  die  Dutchy  of  .Savoy,  county  of 
Kice,  and  all  his  hereditary  countries  mid 
places  yielded  to  him  by  (he  treaties  made  with 
fheemperoraod  others  of  the  allies;  and  ihat 
his  most  clirisiiau  majesty  do  likewise  yield 
to  the  said  duke  of  Savoy,  tlie  towns  ofExilles, 
Feneslrelles,  and  Chaumont,  together  with  the 
valley  of  Pragelas,  cind  all  the  tiact  of  land 
lying  between  Piedmont  and  mount  Geoevre, 
so  that, ihe-said  mountain  may  serve  hereafter 
as  a batriew  between  the  kingdom  of  France 
and  the  principality  of  Piedmont, 

When  the  barrier  of  our  good  friends  and 
allies  the  States  General  nball  be  under  consi- 
deration, or  at  any  other  time  which  in  the 
course  of  this  negoiiaiion  shall  lo  you  appear 
most  proper,  you  ore  Cu  press  the  cxpluining, 
extending,  and  settliug  the  sixth  article  signt^ 
bytlieSieur  Mesnager,  which  relates  to  the 
demulicion  «f  Dunkirk. 

Amo 
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cularlyatientive  to  them  in  the  whole  course 
of  this  negotiation,  to  make  use  of  every  ac- 
cident which  may  happen,  and  of  every  oc- 
casion which  the  several  allieB  may  have  uf 
our  assistance,  in  order  to  promote  and  secure 
the  same  with  each  of  them.  . 

Wliereas  by  (he  treaty  of  barrier,  ibo  coin- 
merceof  these  our  kingdoms  to  the  Spanish 
Netherlands,  and  to  such  places  as  by  vircite 
of  the  said  treaty  accrue  to  the  ^‘ates  General, 
is  exposeil  to  be  lust,  or  at  least  to  become 
precarious : and  whereas  tlie  Sieur  Buys,  iliek 
envoy  extraordinary  to  us,  has  himself  arknow- 
legcif  the  reasonableness  of  our  npprebeusioiis, 
and  die  justice  there  is  that  we  should  be  se- 
cured against  any  prejudice,  whicli  we  bav« 
reason  to  fear  may  arise  to  us  from  iL'icegiest 
uccewans  which  they  have,  at  (he  expcuce  of 
the  blood  and  ireawreof  our  subjects,  aerjuired. 

Y'ou  aretherefore  at  the  same  time  as  yoa 
use  your  endeavours  with  ibc  enemy,  nud  such 
of  (be  allies  as  maybe  concerned  therein  to 
procure  to  the  states  general  the  effect  of  ch« 
aforesaid  treaty,  to  insist  chat  Nieuport,  Den- 
dermonde,  the  castle  of  Ghent,  ond  such  oilier 
places  as  may  rather  appear  to  be  a harrier 
■gainst  us,  tW  against  trance,  be  eiclier  not 
put  into  the  bauds  uf  the  Dutch,  or  iliac  such 
expedieots  he  found  for  the  doing  thereof,  ne 
may  secure  theiugress  and  ^icss  of  our  sub- 
jects in  all  the  Low  Countries,  as  fully  and  ef- 
fectually as  if  the  said  barrier  had  not  been 
granted  to  the  states  general. 

The  scveotli  article  oj  the  barrier  treaty 
giving  a power  to  the  states  general,  in  case  of 
au  apparent  attack,  or  of  war,  to  put  so  . many 
troops  as  they  sliall  judge  necessary  into  all 
the  towns,  places,  ami  forts  of  the  Law  Coun- 
tries, you.ure  to  endeavour  to  have  this  urticle 
so  explained,  as  to  be  understood  fur  the  future 
ouly  of  an  attack  ftoio,  or  of  a war  with 
France,  since  nothing  can  be  more  unreasnna- 
bie,tbuii  lo  leave  it  ill  the  power  of  the  sutea 
general  to  make  use  of  the  ten  provinces 
against  those  to  whom  the  sovereignty  of  these 
proviaces  may  belong,  or  ugaiiisi  the  British 

It  must  be  your  further  core,  that  a rpecial 
provision  he  made  that  our  subjects  may  not 
suffer  ill  their  commerce-  by  any  omission  in  die 
til'ceeoCh  ariicleof  the  said  barrier  treuty,  and 
(hut  it  be  expressly  stipulated  time  die  vulijecis 
of  these  our  kingiioms  shall  trade  as  free,  with 
tlie  same  advantages  and  privileges,  and  under 
ilie  same  impositions  and  iiu  oiber,  us  liiey 
used  to  do  wiien  those  places  were  in  uie 
Kuids  of  France  or  Spnio.  or  as  the  subjects  of 
the  states  general  cnemselves  have  done,  or 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter  do. 

Pursaanc  to  wliuc  is  heforementioned,  yon 
ore  to  make  these  mstitoces.  and  such  others 
as  shall  be  ht  reafierdirtcied  upuii  ilioe  head^ 
wherein  the  iotinsisuf  our  kuigdiiuis,  and  of 

the  dnmaions  of  tlieStutea  Genttol  iiiny  imeiw 
fere,  uc  sue  h (imt  uiid  in  such  iiKiniirr.  ihnt  our 
salisfactiu'i  may  go  liand  m baud  with  die  sU- 

; ini: 
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You  are  to  iosisc,  that  the  most  Christian 
king  do  not  on);  in  the  plainest  and  suoiigest 
terms,  ackuuwledge  the  succeAsioii  to  the  crowu 
of  liie^e  uur  lciQgdum<.,  as  the  same  U lioiited 
b;  law  to  the  house  of  Bacoeer ; but  also  the 
person  pretending  a right  thereunto  shall  be 
iminedia'ely  obligerl  to  retire  outuf  the  du- 
niimuns  uf  France,  and  that  his  mnsc  clirisiiaa 
majestf  shall  further  prom^e  and  engage,  for 
liim3ili,hishe‘*s  and  successors,  titter  to  nc- 
kiiovrledge  an;  person  to  be  kiiig  ur  queen  uf 
these  realms  besides  ourself,  {tid  such  as  shall 
succeed  to  us  b;  virtue  of  the  acts  of  settle* 

You  nru  to  demand  chat  a treat;  of  com- 
merce nia;  lie  as  soon  as  possible  commenced 
between  us  ami  Friuice;  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  surli  puitils  iiiav  he  stittled  as  shall  appear 
neci-BSiir;  to  iircreiii  the  doubis  and  ditbcnllies 
which  ma;  olliernise  ariseia  the  future  nego- 
tiation of  this  matter. 

The  joint  posses-ioo  of  the  Island  of  St. 
Christopher,  having  linen  the  occasion  uf  fre- 
qaeiic  dispuiea  between  our  sulijcrls  and  those 
of  the  most  Christian  Ling  as  well  as  of  the 
effusion  of  nilich  blood.  ;im  nre  to  tiemand  anil 
insist,  chnC  ilie  right  to  and  possession  of  the 
anni  ishiiid  do  fiirtiie  future  remiiin  tuns,  and 
that  the  most  cln'isijan  king  do  renounce  all 
right,  title,  cioiiu,  or  interest,  which  be  nr  anv 
of  Ins  subjects  mn;  have  or  pretend  to  hnee,  to 
or  in  tliesaid  islaod,  or  an;  part  thereof. 

As  to  our  interests  iu  tne.  North  parts  of 
Anierica,  ;nu  are  in  he  partirulnrl;  careful, 
and  III  demanil  in  the  first  place  the  resfiCution 
of  the  bav  and  streights  uf  Hudson,  together 
with  such  further,  securic;  for  the  trade  and 
recuii'peiHe  fur  ihr  losses  of  this  compao;,  as 
jou  shall  be  able  tci  obinia. 

You  are  in  the  nest  place  to  insist,  that  Pla- 
centin  niid  the  whole  island  of  Newfoundland 
be;ielded  to  us  li;  the  French. 

ThirdI;,  you  nre  to  demand  that  liis  most 
Christian  majesty  shall  i)bi(  all  claim  or  title, 
bj  virtue  of  an;  former  treaty  or  otherwise,  to 
the  country  called  NnraScotia,  and  expressly  to 
Port  Roynl.  oihenvise  AnapolisRuytil,  wliicllis 

You  are,  in  the  fourth  place,  to  endeavour 
in  the  best  loanner  you  possibly  can,  to  de- 
scribe and  fix  the  bounds  uf  the  British  and 
French  settlements  in  cliesc  parts. 

Besides  those  advantages  and  privileges, 
which,  by  virtue  of  any  former  troaiy  or  agree- 
ment, our  subjects  are  intiiled  to  in  uny  part  of 
the  dominions  of  the  Spuuieh  monarchy,  you 
are  to  insist  in  the  future  treaty  upon  the  fol- 
luwiiiK  nnirles. 

First,  timt  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  with 
the  blaiid  of  Minorca,  be  for  the  future  an- 
nexed to  the  crown  of  these  realms. 

!*econdly,  tlist  the  roniraci  called  the  As- 
sieoto  for  furnhhint  slaves  to  the  Spanish  West 
Indies  be  made  for  the  term  of  thirty  years, 
wiilisucb  of  uursuhjects  asshall  he  by  us  m>- 
mmaled  and  appointed,  who  ilmll  enjoy  ail 
the  prero'^a'timj'  bod  adrautages 


which  were  yielded  to  the  French  by  a contract 
made  with  them  iu  the  year  1702,  or  which 
shall  appear  necessary  and  reasoiiab'ei  purti- 
cularly  you  are  to  insist,  that  some  extent  of 
ground  on  the  river  Plate  may  be  assigned 
upon  which  uur  subjects  mny  not  only  rcirash 
their  negroes,  but  keep  tlieiii  in  security  until 
tb^  slisll  be  disposed  of  to  the  Spaniards. 

Thirdly,  you  aie  to  take  care  that  a general 
article  be  inserted,  by  virtue  nhereof  sll  ad- 
vantages, riglits  and  privileges,  winch  hare 
been  granted,  orwliicli  may  liereafier  be  grimt- 
ed,  by  Spain,  to  the  snljecis  of  any  uuiioa 
whatsoever,  shall  t.e  in  like  manner  granted  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

FourcUly,  in  settling  the  trade  of  our  sui^ects 
to  the  Spanish  dniuinions,  yuu  arc  lu  endea- 
vour to  obtain  such  exemptions  of  duties  upon 
oil  goods  and  merchtuidizes  of  the  product  or 
manufactureof  these  kingdoms,  as  sliall  antuunc 
to  no  advantage  of  at  least  16l.  per  cent. 

You  have  lietewith  delircred  to  you  such  pro- 
posalsaiid  ubservaiious,  relating  to  our  interests 
ID  commerce,  as  Imre  been  prepared  and  made 
by  our  commissioners  for  trade  and  plnutatiuDs; 
together  tvith  the  petitions  aitd  representations, 
of  our  Turkey  and  East  India  companies,  and 
of  other  our  subjects ; of  all  wbicli,  and  of 
such  others  as  shall  hereafter  be  transmitted  to 
ynu,  you  are  to  make  the  best  use  you  shall  be 
ableforihe  relief  of  our  subjects,  and  for  the 
impruveiuent  of  commerce. 

And  whereas  we  have  directed  a slate  to  he 
prepared  of  sneb  demands  as  we  may  justly 
iniike,  not  only  on  account  of  the  expences 
ivliicb  we  hare  been  at  fur  our  good  friends 
and  allies  the  States  General,  but  also  on  ac- 
count of  tliose  immense  sums  which  we  have 
furnished  for  the  use  of  our  good  bruther  the  i 
emperor  you  are  hereby  required,  as  soon  as 
this  state  shall  be  transmitted  to  you,  to  insist 
upon  satisfaction  for  as  mucli  ns  shall  thereby 
appear  to  be  due  tuns. 

And  whereas  we  think  oorseives  obliged  on  i 
all  uccasion  to  exert  our  zeal  in  behalf  uf  the  ' 
Frotestane  religion  and  interest,  we  cannot  con- 
clude these  our  iiistructioiis  without  dircciiiig  ! 
you  to  concert  with  the  ministers  of  the  States 
Genera]  and  our  other  Protestant  allies,  the  tuosi 
proper  nnd  effectual  methods  for  restoring  to  ' 
their  religious  and  civil  rights  the  Proiestanti  of  ' 
France,  and  particularly  fur  the  iinmedisie 
relief  uf  such  as  may  at  this  time  be  in  the 

Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  in  the  last  pince, 
that  you  do  from  time  to  time  observe  aud  ftd-  1 
luw  such  further  iiivtruciioiis  and  directions  at  | 
you  shall  receive  frum  us  or  une  of  nur  ptiuci*  | 

pal  secretaries  of  state,  willi  whom  you  ate  j 

eonsmiitly  III  oirrespiiud,  and  give  US,  by  him, 
anaccountof  all  your  pniceediiigs  in  thwe  iw  f 
portant  affiiirs,  und  or  all  other  material  oo  ^ 
currences,  which  may  come  to  your  knowledge, 
during  the  cnurieof  this  your  employment  for 
uiir  service  abroad.  A.  E | 
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No.  IS. 

A Specific  ExPLiViTiOiT  o/llie  Offert  oj France 
fom  Central  Feace,  to  the  Sali^JacCiaa 
of  ail  thcFoaers  inUrtiied  in  Che  present 
tear.  Deliwed  Felruary  ti,  ms. 

The  king  will  acknowledge,  at  the  signing 
the  peace,  the  qoeen  of  Greet  Britain,  iu  that 
qualit;r,,as  well  astliesucceuion  to  that  crown, 
according  to  the  present  establishment,  and  in 
the  mauiier  the  most  agreeable  to  Lee  IlritanDic 
' nnjestj. 

His  maiestjr  will  cause  nil  the  fortiheacions 
of  Dunkirk  to  be  demolished  iminediaiely  after 
the  peace,  liaving  on  equivalent  to  bis  satisfac- 

' The  Island  ofSt.  Christopher’s,  the  bay  and 
ttreights  of  Hudson,  shall  be  yielded  intirely 
10  Great  Britain,  in  like  manner  Ac.sdie,  with 
its  fort  and  fort  royal,  shall  be  intirely  restored 
to  his  majesty. 

As  to  Newfoundland,  the  king  offers  to  yield 
it  again  to  Great  Britain,  reserving  to  himself 
only  the  fort  of  Placentia,  and  the  right  of 
fishing  and  dryiog  of  cod-fisit,  at  before  the 

He  will  agree  to  make  atreatyof  commerce 
before  or  after  tbe  peace,  at  the  choice  of 
England,  of  which  the  conditions  between 
the  two  nations  shall  be  mode  as  equal  as  poa- 
tihle. 

Theking'wilt  consent,  at  the  signing  the 
peace,  that  the  Spanish  Low  Countries  yielded 
to  the  elector  of  Bavaria  bv  the  king  of  Spaio, 
ilinllscrveas  a barrier  to  the  United  Protiuces ; 
and  tu  enlarge  it,  he  will  add  thereto  Fumes 
and  its  district,  Knock,  Ipres  and  its  district, 
Menin  anditsdistrict.  In  exchange  his  majesty 
demands  for  forming  the  barrier  of  France, 
Aire,  St.  Venant,  Douay,  Bouchain,  and  their 
dependencies. 

H'the  States  General  will  keep  gnrrisoas  in 
the  strong  places  of  the  harrier  tlius  formed 
from  liiecouDlries  yielded  to  his  electoral  liigli- 
iiess,  and  from  what  France  shall  add  (hereto, 
bis  rnajesty  consents  that  they  inny  put  therein 
their  troops  in  as  great  number  as  they  please : 
and  further,  that  they  he  maintains  at  the 
charge  of  the  country. 

For  this  cession  and  consent,  (he  king  on  his 
part  demands,  for  the  equivalent  of  the  demo- 
lition (if  Dunkirk,  the  cities  end  citadels  of 
Lille  end  Tournay,  with  their  chastellenies  and 
dependancies. 

The  barrier  thus  regoloted  between  Fronce 
and  the  States  General,  the  king  will  agree  to 
augment  the  commerce  of  their  subjects, 
which  ii  scipulnieri  by  the  treaty  of  Eysnick 
and  the  advoniugeous  tariff  of  1604,  excepting 
only  six  sorts  of  merchandize,  of  which  it  shall 
be  agreed,  and  which  shall  remain  charged 
with  the  same  duties  as  they  now  pay,  together 
with  the  exemption  of  fifty  snts  per  tun,  upon 
the  Dutcli  ships  coming  into  Prance  from  tbe 
•oiled  provinces,  and  from  foreign  countries. 

As  to  tbe  commerce  of  Spain  and  tbe  ludica, 

I’rfiTOd  I.'.-avp  hjlihe  1 inl\ersii 


tbe  king  will  promise,  not  only  to  the  State* 
General,  but  uso  to  Great  Britain  and  to  all 
the  other  powers,  by  virtue  of  on  amhorily 
which  he  has  for  iliac  purpose,chat  the  com- 
merce shall  be  made  exactly  and  intirely  after 
tile  same  manner  chat  it  was  made  under  the 
reign,  and  until  tbe  deatli,  of  Charles  the  se- 
cond, and  will  promise,  that  the  French  nLnIl 
be  subject,  as  well  as  dl  other  natiuns,  to  the 
ancient  luws  and  rules  made  by  tbe  kings,  pre- 
decessors of  Ills  coclsolic  majesty,  in  relaciun  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Spnnish 
Indies. 

His  majesty  further  consents,  that  all  the 
powers  of  Uurope  shall  enter  into  a guaranty  of 
this  promise. 

His  majesty  promises,  that  the  king  hit 
grandson  shall  renounce,  for  the  good  of  the 
peace,  all  his  pretension  tu  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sordinin,  as  well  as  to  tbe  dutchy 
of  iVliion,  which  he  will  consent  in  the  same 
name,  that  the  part  yielded  to  the  duke  of 
Savoy  do  remain  to  his  royal  hieliness;  pro- 
vided that  for  this  cesson  the  house  of  Austria 
shall  likewise  desist  from  all  pretension  upon 
the  other  parts  of  the  niODarchy  of  Spain,  from 
whence  it  shnll  draw  its  troops  immediately 
after  the  peace. 

The  frontiers  of  both  sides  upon  the  Rhine, 
shall  be  put  in  the  same  state  us  they  were 
before  the  present  war. 

For  all  theve  condilions  above-mentioned 
the  king  demands,  that  the  electors  of  Coluga 
and  Bavaria  he  re-established  in  the  full  and 
inlire  possession  of  their  estntv',  disuilies,  pre- 
t^acives,  goods  inoveahin  and  inmioveabte, 
which  they  enjuyed  heiure  the  present  uar; 
and  bis  majesty  wilt  reciprocally  acknowlidge  in 
Germany  tmd  in  Pi  ussia,  all  (he  titles  which  to 
this  lim&he  lias  not  acknowledged 

The  king  shall  restore  tu  tin-  duke  of  Savhy 
what  liehaih  taken  from  him  durina  this  war; 
in'like  manner  his  iviyal  highness  shall  r<  store 
to  him  what  he  hath  taken  from  France,  to  that 
the  bound*  on  bntb  sides  shall  be  the  same 
as  they  were  before  Che  declaration  nf  war. 

All  things  in  Portugal  sltall  be  re-established 
and  remain  upon  the  same  foot  in  Europe  aa 
they  were  before  the  present  war,  as  well  iu 
regard  to  France  as  Spain : and  as  to  ilie  do- 
minions which  are  in  America,  if  there  be  any 
difference  to  regulate,  eodeurours  will  be  used 
to  agree  it  amicably. 

1 he  king  will  voluntarily  end  LimS fide  con- 
sent, to  concert  with  the  allies  the  most  just 
measures  whatever  to'  hinder  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  from  being  ever  reunited 
upon  one  nod  the  same  liead;  that  is  tu  say, 
that  one  prince  be  at  the  same  time  kiug  of 
both. 

All  the  precedent  treaties,  that  is  to  sav.  these 
of  Munster,  end  tbe  Lillowing  ones,  shall  he  ra- 
tified and  confirmed,  to  remain  In  their  force 
and  vigour,  excepting  only  those  articles  from 
which  the^eaty  oT  peace  now  to  be  made, 
sboll  li-ave  derogated  or  chaoged  any  thing. 

Hcxsl’H. 
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No.  14. 

Lords  PUnipoientiaries  to  Mr.  Secretory  St. 

John,  March  0, 1713. 

Extract. 

The  conference  in  order  to  communiente  our 
tcvei  a)  demands,  was  held  ^esterdair;  and  all 
prodoced  theirs,  except  the  imperial  ministers, 
who  having  but  then  received  their  Conner  from 
Vieona,  desired  lime  to  prepare  theirs.  At 
ibis  latter  meeting  count  ^nzendorlT  insisted 
with  great  earnestness  thnt  each  all;  should  in 
tbeir  aeveml  demnnds,  roake  express  mention 
of,  and  insist  upon  the  restitution  of  the  whole 
Bionnrch;  oCSpnin,  tint  having  been  the  great 
object  of  ibe  war;  tlie  minister  of  Portugal 
joined  in  this  requisition : after  a long  silence 
count  ZinMndorir  pressed  us  and  tbe  Dutch  to 
explain  ourselves:  We  said,  her  majesty  had 
ihoirght  it  must  proper  each  ally  should  make 
their  own  demands,  and  a general  clause  to 
lupporteach  other  in  obtaining'a  just  and  res* 
■on.-ible  satisraction  vras  suflicienr,  espectaliy 
since  the  words,  ' en  conformity  de  sea  alii- 
anees,’  were  in  it:  This  we  remained  by. 

llic  Dutch,  being  again  pressed  in  like  man- 
ner, retired ; and  after  a long  debate  among 
tbemselves,  being  returned,  spoke  to  the  same 
purpose  we  had  done;  adding  that  Spain  and 
the  Indies  ought  to  be  demanded  by  those  it 
iiumedintely  concerned;  and  Mr.  Buys  rea- 
soned very  much  at  large,  that  the  method  we 
had  put  things  in,  could  not  suffer  it  to  be 
otlierwise.  Count  Zinzendorff  and  hit  col- 
league parted  with  great  discontent;  the  former 
anying  with  much  concern.  This  would  be  a 
fatal  diy  for  tlie  gmnd  alliance,  &c.  Here  we 
thought  this  dispute  bad  ended : but  tliis  morn- 
ingtheDutchplemuotciitiaries  desired  wc  would 
conic  to  tjie  town  nouse  n little  before  the  lime 
of  meeting ; those  of  Prance  being  come,  they 
pressed  us  with  the  necessity  of  giving  count 
Zinzendorffsome  content,  and  at  last  declared 
they  were  resolved  to  dn  it  t accordingly  coming 
into  the  room  where  the  allies  ministers  meet, 
they  said.  Hint  since  they  perceived  the  argu- 
ments they  UB^  last  uight  bad  not  given  con- 
tent, iliey  had  now  thought  fit  to  go  further, 
and  accordingly  declared  the  States  Geneml 
were  resolved  to  make  good  all  tbinr  treaties 
made  on  occasion  of  this  war,  as  well  those  that 
related  to  Spain  aad  the  Indies,  as  those  made 
with  Portugnl,  Prussia,  Savoy,  and  oclieft. 

Upon  thiB  we  immediately  went  to  tlie  con- 
ference with  the  French,  to  deliver  oar  several 
demands;  while  we  were  there,  we  considered 
the  dixadvaiitagi'OUB  consequences  of  being  tbe 
only  miaisters  thnt  did  not  make  any  mention 
At  Ml  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  even  at  uur  con- 
ferences among  ourselves,  and  tliouebt  it  Hilght 
be  proper  to  say  something  to  Cake  off  that 
Oilium ; wherefore,  being  returner!  to  the  npart- 
mciii  of  the  allies,  lord  privy  seal  said.  We  are 
unwilling  to  speak  more  thnu  we  had  done,  till 
after  wu  bad  given  in  our  demands  to  France, 
becniiBC  we  could  not  see  but  the  meoiioniiig 
any  one  s^iailjl'rd'  dab'  tieiattitl*-,  woold'iiia!.'' 


turally  have  drawn  on  the  mention  of  more* 
but  at  present,  to  give  the  satisfaction  so  earn^ 
estly  desired,  we  owned,  that  as  tier  majesty 
iiisiBls  for  n just  and  reasonable  satisfaction  for 
all  her  allies  in  coiirnrniity  to  her  Blllances, 
those  alliances  that  may  concern  Spain  and  the 
Indies,  arc  understood  thereby  as  others  that 
concern  the  interests  of  the  rest  of  the  allies, 
Wc  liumbiv  hope  what  was  said  by  lord  privy 
seal  on  this  occasion  will  nnt  be  found  contrary 
to  what  hns  hitherto  been  declared;  and  t^c 
as  it  goes  no  further  than  to  just  and  reasna- 
nble,  it  does  not  import  any  new  sbligation. 


No.  15. 

The  Aksw£R  to  the  Memorial  brought  by  3f, 
Gaultier,  March  23,  IT12.  AforcA  28, 1712.' 

Extract. 

The  last  article  of  the  memorial  certainly 
rerjuires  much  discussion,  and  to  be  maturely 
examined : ibe  mattef  is  so  important  that  on* 
ought  til  depend  upon  tbe  first  views  and 
conceptions  of  it;  the  more  specious  ther 
are,  the  more  dangerous  it  is  to  be  misled  by  a 
pereuasioD  of  their  being  easily  executed. 

France  can  never  consent  to  become  u pro- 
vbce'  of  Spain,  and  Spain  will  likewise  think 
the  same  in  respect  to  France ; it  is  thcrelii^ 
out  busine»  tu  t^e  solid  measures  to  binder 
the  union  of  tbe  two  monarchies;  but  wc  sbould 
absolatcly  depart  from  the  end  proposed,  and 
should  fall  into  infinite  misfortones,  worse,  if  it 
be  possible,  than  what  we  would  unanimously 
avoid,  if  wc  act  contrary  to  the  fundameiitM 
laws  of  tbe  kingdom. 

According  to  these  laws  tbe  roost  near  prince 
to  the  crown  isof  necessity  tbeheir  (hereto;  'tis 
an  inheritance  that  he  receives  neither  from 
the  king  bis  predecessor,  nor  from  tbe  people, 
but  from  the  benefit  of  the  law  ; so  tli.at  when 
one  king  dies,  the  other  succeeds  Lint  forth- 
with, without  asking  the  consent  of  any  person 
whatsoever.  He  succeeds  not  us  heir,  but  as 
tlie  master  of  the  kingdom,  tbe  seignory  wiiere- 
of  belongs  unto  him,  not  by  choice,  but  by 
right  of  birth  only. 

lie  is  nnt  beholden  for  his  crown,  either  to 
tlie  will  of  his  predecessor,  or  to  any  edict,  nnr 
to  any  decree,  nor  to  the  liberality  of  any  per- 
son, but  to  the  law.  This  law  is  looked  upon 
ns  the  work  of  him  who  hath  established  all  mo- 
naichies,  and  wc  are  persuaded  in  Fiance,  tl>a> 
God  only  can  abolish  it. 

No.  16. 

WkiTEBALL,  AfarcA  23, 1711.  S. 

Mr.  SecretarySl.  John  to  M.  de  Torey. 

Sir ; I wn«  answering  yiiur  letter  of  the  SOib 
of  ibis  aontli,  N.  S.  the  day  before  yesterday, 
when  a courier  brought  me  that  of  tlie  28tb, 
with  a memorial  ofthe  some  dale. 

Tlie  queeu  believes  Mr.  Gaultier  will  nave 
given  you  tatili'acl^a  Upon'  tot  }>oiuls  cooioin* 
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«d  in  the  finl,  and  her  majesty  has  cnminanded 
Die,  viitiiout  loss  of  time,  to  communicate  to 
you  her  seniimeiits.  in  regard  to  the  article  of 
tlie  union  ol  the  two  monarchies,  ujioii  whicli 
yuiir  last  dnpatch  geneinlly  run. 

The  facilities  wliieh  liave  been  received  from 
hence,  for  die  conclusion  of  a (■eiieral  peace, 
have  been  expected  from  the  queen,  or  than 
any  other  power  could  have  contributeti.  'llie 
first  motive  that  her  majesty  had  to  make  all 
these  steps,  lias  been  a firm  trust,  fouiuled  upon 
the  so  often  repeated  assurances,  an  the  part 
of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  that  he  would 
consent  to  take  all  the  measures  necessary  to 
bmder  forever,  time  union  of  so  ill  cousequence 
to  all  Europe. 

The  expedient  that  Mr.  Gaultier  has  been 
instructed  to  propose,  is  the  only  one  which 
seems  to  the  queen  capable  of  giving  the  least 
Lope  ofpreveutiugthis  inconvemcncy;  and  her 
majesty  observes,  that  the  pnipositinn  contain- 
eri  in  your  memorial,  doe?  but  confirm  and 
make  the  queen  and  her  allies  parties  to  a plan 
which  has  been,  and  which  is  cow  more  than 
crer,  the  object  of  their  fears. 

It  is  not  uecessary  that  I slKmld  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  the  objections  upon  which 
we  might  insist.  You  are,'sir,  of  too  clear  a 
eeniusnot  to  tee  them  in  their  whole  extent  and 
force.  The  queen  relies  too  niufch  upon  the 
equity  of  (he  king  your  master,  and  the  sincere 
desire  he  has  always  shewn  Ibr  a general  peace, 
to  be  cafutbie  of  imagining,  diat  he  wilt  require 
|ier  to  content  herself  with  a surety  of  so  little 
solidity  as  that  proposed  in  ihe  memorial ; or 
that  aha  should  suffer  that  the  case  might  ]tap> 
pea,  that  he  that  sliall  be  in  possession  of  the 
crown  of  Spain,  should  have  the  right  to  sue* 
ceed  to  tlio  crown  of  France : Who  would 
then  assure  us  that  this  prince  would  not  make 
use  of  his  power  to  keep  theoiie,  and  to  acquire 
the  other,  rather  than  shew  a moderation  with- 
out example? 

We  are  ready  to  believe  that  you  arc  per- 
suaded in  France,  that  God  alone  can  abolish 
that  law  upon  wliich  your  nghc  of  saecession  is 
founded  ; but  you  will  give  us  leave  to  be  per- 
suaded in  Great  Britain,  that  a prince  may  de- 
port from  his  right  by  a voluntary  cession,  and 
that  be,  in  favour  of  whom  that  renunciatioD  is 
made,  may  be  justly  supported  b his  preten- 
sions, by  the  powers  which  become  guaranties 
of  the  treaty. 

In  short,  sir,  the  queen  commands  me  to  tell 
you,  that  this  article  is  of  so  great  consequence, 
ns  well  fur  herself  as  for  the  rest  of  Europe,  for 
this  present  age,  as  for  posterity,  iliat  she  will 
never  agree  to  continue  the  negotiations  of 
eace,  unless  the  expedient  she  iias  proposed 
e accepted,  or  some  other  equally  solid. 

1 dispatch,  however,  u courier  to  the  lords 
firnipiitentiaries,  to  communicate  to  them  the 
queen's  orders  upon  this  subject ; and  I must 
tell  you  they  cannot  accept  of  any  plan  fur  a 
general  peace,  as  reasonable  as  it  imiy  he  in 
other  respects,  if  they  do  not  receive  saiisfactiou 
upon  the  tueaiiis-ki  lHe|ler.f(hiS:Klii}u^-:- 1 'r  '-^n  :n; 


It  would  be  in  effect,  building  upon  the  sand, 
taking  unnecessarily  many  precautions  to  mske 
a peace,  and  not  have  prevented  a danger  se 
great  and  so  probable  as  this. 

VVe  see  with  a great  deal  of  satisfaction,  that 
you  wish  this  new  proposition  should  be  looked 
on  only  as  a first  thought : 'let  us  do  what  we 
can  on  each  side,  that  our  second  thoughts 
may  rieurcr  meet;  and  let  os  not  leave  imper- 
fect a work  which  bath  been  so  ndvanced, 
spight  of  that  vigorous  and  general  oppo- 

1 am  rejoiced  that  the  king  has  been  pleased 
10  recompeuce  the  services  of  M.  Gaultier,  by 
givinv  him  an  abbey.  He  will  not  fail  to  be 
useful  at  Utrecht,  and  wliat  is  certain,  he  will 
find  the  oueen’s  ministers  in  the  disposition  to 
shorten  the  negodation.  I beg  you  would  be 
persuaded  chat  I am,  &c, 


No.  17. 

M.  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  John,  April  8,  I7H. 

I received  by  the  courier^  returned  fttiift 
I.opdon,  the  letters  you  honoured  me  with 
of 'the  33rd,  and  34tn  March  0.  S',  and  ob- 
served, with  a great  deal  of  pleasure,  in  Che  last, 
that  you  thought  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  would  be  soon  adjusted  to  common  sa- 
CisfacdoD,  if  the  means  of  preventing  the  re- 
union of  the  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain 
could  be  settled  and  agreed  on. 

I believe,  sir,  that  it  cannot  be  impossible'to 
find  out  an  expedient  wliich  all  Europe  is 
equally  concerned  to  settle ; and  since  you  do 
not  altogether  stick  at  that  which  Mr.  Gaultier 
proposed  to  me  on  your  part,  I hope  second 
thoughts  upon  this  matter  may  prove  more 
successful  clian  the  first.  Ifitisnocyet  intirely 
to  your  satisfaction,  be  pleased  to  communicate 
to  me  what  may  be  added  to  it.  Or  rather  taken 
from  it.  in-  short,  let  us  labour  earoesiiy,  and 
without  prevention,  fur  the  conclusion  of  s 
work  of  so  great  importance  as  that  of  tlie 

As  the  principal  difficulty  viiiicb  still  oppose! 
the  conclusion  of  it,  is  the  trouble  to  find  suf- 
ficient security  to  prevent  the  dangerous  re- 
union of  the  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain, 
the  king' proposes  to  consent  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  of  which  all  tlie  powers  of  Europe  shall 
be  guarantees,  that  if  ever  the  king  of  Spain, 
Philip  V.  or  the  prince  his  son,  or  any  of  their 
children,  who  shall  succeed  cheurtu  the  king- 
dom of  Spain,  becomes  cither  the  next  and  pre- 
sumptive heir,  or  the  successor  of  the  crown  of 
France,  and  prefers  it 'to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
that  of  Spain  shall  belong  of  full  right  to  the 
prince  whom  they  shall  fix  upon  by  the  same 
treaty  to  possess  it;  liiflt  not  only  king  Philip 
ahnll  sign  and  ratify  tins  condition  of  the  treaty, 
but  moreover,  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
sha|l  enter  ioto  an  engagemeut  with  France,  to 
maintain  this  article : so  that  if  the  prince  of 
the  House  of  France,  that  shall  reigij  in  Spain, 

tes  .Bimiiiri.bJ  awert  hit  rigliB  «>  tfi»  crown  of 
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France  in  the  msuincr  I jui>e  now  observed,  he 
•blit  be  obliged  to  renounce  his  own  right,  and 
that  offus  descendants,  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
Co  depart  fiom  thence  and  to  go  to  France  with 
ail  his  childreo,  princes,  and  princesses. 

That  if  be  prefers  the  crown  of  Spain  to  that 
of  France,  or  the  cjunlity  of  heir  and  immediate 
successor  to  the  cruwu  of  France,  he  shall  lie 
obliged  to  renounce,  in  favour  of  the  line  which 
tball  fulbw  nearest  his  own,  and  which  shall 
remain  in  France,  his  own  right,  and  that  of  his 
children,  to  the  said  crown  of  France ; So  that, 
in  tilts  case,  the  catholic  king,  or  he  that  should 
reign  in  liis  stead,  should  have  the  choice  as 
being  eldest ; but  be  cannot  possess  the  two 
aonarchics  together,  or  inheril  that  uf  France, 
and  leave  Spain  to  one  of  his  childreo. 

If  you  should  ask,  sir,  what  precaution  must 
be  laicea  to  settle  such  a renunciation  as  I have 
laid  before  you,  as  being  contrary  to  the  order 
established  in  France  fur  the  'succession  to 
the  crown,  I answer,  6rsi,Th»t  there  is  no  room 
to  suppose  that  the  king  of  Spain  would  pre- 
fer the  crown  of  Spain  to  that  of  his  forefathers, 
fora  thousand  reasons  easy  Co  cotuprebend,and 
too  tedious  to  luy  dowo. 

Secoadly,  Tliat  if  be  was  so  ill  advised  to 
make  such  a choice,  the  securest  precaution 
would  be  wbat  you  insinuate  in  one  of  the  let- 
ters you  honoured  me  with,  viz.  a solemn  eu- 
gagement  which  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
should  enter  into  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  to 
inaincain  a disposition  made  with  n view  of 
preserving  the  general  liberty  and  repose  of 

Since  ibe  clause  of  the  will  of  the  late  king 
of  Spain,  Charles  II.  which  appoints  the  duke 
of  Berry,  appears  rather  a new  obstacle  to  the 
peace,  than  an  expedient  capnble  of  preventing 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies,  it  seems  ne- 
cessary to  consent  that  tbe  king  of  Portugal 
possess  himself  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  as  souu 
us  Che  king  of  Spain  should  be  called  to  the 
succession  of  France,  and  should  prefer  it  to 
the  crown  of  Spain.  ' 

The  marriage  of  the  king  of  Portugal  with  a 
princess  of  tbe  House  of  Austria,  would  coun- 
tenance the  disposition  to  be  made  lu  favour 
of  this  prince;  but  if  it  be  not  cimvenient  to 
think  of  him  to  be  king  of  Spain,  they  may, 
on  the  same  fouiniation,  choose  that  Priuce 
who  would  marry  one  of  the  archduccliesses 
daughters  of  the  emperor  Joseph. 

In  sliort,  tlic  duke  of  Savoy,  being  nominated 
by  the  wills  of  the  late  kings  of  Spain,  in  de- 
fault of  the  bouse  of  Austria,  he  may  likewise 
be  cboseu  ; but  as  n king  nfSpain,  master  both 
of  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  would  be  a dangerous 
ueighbuur  Co  France ; the  king  would  find  him- 
self obliged  to  demand  for  a barrier,  not  only 
the  restitution  of  Exilles  and  Fenesir^lles, 
buteven  the  cesiion  of  Savoy  and  the  county 
ofNice. 

To  settle  more  firmly  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
tope,  it  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  that  the  measures  taken  to  [irevent  tbe 
■uion  of  the  ind  'maufeKluos  -beyeceitetl  suhI 


confirmed  by  the  Cortes,  or  States,  of  tbe  king, 
rionis  of  Spaiu.  ° 

I wish.  Sir,  this  plan  may  be  agreeable  to  the 
iutentions  and  sciilimeiiCs  of  the  queen  ofGretc 
Britain  ; uud  1 cannot  but  hope  so,  since  iiij 
[ your  own  thought  to  guaranty  the  renunciaiioia 
I by  the  powers  who  shall  sign  the  treaty  of 
! peace ; and  no  better  care  can  certainly  be 
taken  to  coniirm  tbe  validity  of  these  acts,  than 
stipulate  them  by  a solemn  treaty,  of  which  all 
Europe  is  concerned  to  back  the  execution. 

The  king  orders  me  to  acquaint  his  plenipo- 
teotiaries  of  what  I have  the  honour  to  write 
to  you  , and  I hope,  Sir,  that  the  good  under- 
standing and  correspondence  between  his  ma- 
jesty and  the  qneen  of  Great  Britain,  will  daily 
eucrease  in  such  a manner,  that  the  enemies 
to  the  peace  shall  have  no  room  to  iriumpii. 
You  will  have  the  fdeasure  to  silence  such  as 
are  so  ; and  I desire  no  less  the  satisfaction  of 
finding  opportumiies  to  assure  you  bon  truly  I 
am,&c.  HeTobct. 


No.  18. 

Afr.  St.  John  to  M.  de  Torty,  Apri76, 171J, 
lanswernow  the  letter  Hhich  youdidue 
the  honour  Co  write  to  me  the  8<h  instant, 

N.  S.  and  which  I receired  by  Che  same  mes- 
senger who  brnugbt  me  your  former.  I 

& assured, Sir,  that  wewillgo  on  vigoronsty  | 
and  wicliout  prevention,  in  accnuiplishing  the  ' 
great  work  of  the  peace ; the  conditions  where- 
of will  soon  be  seeded  to  die  common  satisfac- 
cioD,  provided  we  agree  on  the  menus  tn  pre- 
vent tbe  union  of  the  two  monurchiesof  France  j 
and  Spain.  You  see,  Sir,  I am  siiU  of  die  same  j 
opiuion. 

Each  of  our  allies  Las  his  own  private  ends; 
they  are  not  at  all  perhaps  limited  within  tl« 
bounds  of  reason ; there  are  several,  besides  , 
inconsistent  one  with  another.  It  is  ixii  ne- 
cessary these  points  should  be  so  scriedy  taken 
notice  uf ; and  reciprocal  condes'ceiinitins  will 
not  fiul  reducing  all  these  ditlerencee  to  a Jnst  | 
and  reasnnnble  medium.  But  the  article  con- 
cerning the  union  of  tbe  two  monarchies,  it  of 
that  nature  and  importunce,  that  the  least  1 
false  step  in  it  cannot  hut  prove  fatsl ; and  I 
nil  die  advantages  that  cnuld  possibly  be  sti-  | 
puluttd  would  be  paid  fur  too  dearly,  in  ae-  | 
cepdng  of  an  expedient  too  weak  fo  obviate  so  i 
real  a danger.  I 

I must  oonfessSir,  that  second  notionsprove 
better  chan  Che  first;  and  that  they  clear  up  | 
many  difiicultics,  at  the  same  dme  that  thCT 

dUsipate  most  of  our  apprehensions.  To  avoid  I 
nil  equivocation,  and  to  prevent  die  least  ran- 
understamlingon  so  nicea  subject, you  will  give 
me  leave  to  explain  iu  what  sense  her  majesty  j 
takes  the  words  you  make  use  otj  and  ine  ^ 
scheme  you  ofier  by  the  king’s  order.  Yn* 
propose  then,  that  the  prince,  who  at  prescat  | 
reigns  in  Spain,  shall  not  wait  occurding  to  yow  i 
former  plan,  that  the  crown  of  France  falls  '®  , 
hiaijfor  io'clioorti^hiuh'uf  thei  two  he  l‘»»  1 
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best  i batthkt  soon  u he  becomes  either  ioi- 
niediate  successor  of  the  cr.nvii  of  France  or 
presumptive  heir,  be  will  l.e  obliged  tndeclare 
his  choice ; and  you  settle  the  same  rule  for  his 
issue. 

Now,  Sir,  ibe  queen  thinks  the  obiection 
which  has  been  made  to  your  I'onnet  proposition 
may,  in  some  measure,  take  place  qs  concern- 
ing this:  for  in  either  of  tlie  TWO  cases  you  lay 
down,  how  will  Europe  be  certaia  that  sucli  a 
choice  will  be  made^  All  the  powers,  you 
say,  will  be  guarantees  of  that  cODventioD  ; 
such  a guaranty  indeed  may  form  a gr-and  al- 
liance, to  wage  war  against  the  priiic?  wlm 
will  oifer  to  break  the  coudicions  of  the  treaty : 
but  we  seek  the  means  rather  Co  prevent  than 

^‘inally,  Sir,  must  nor  one  confess  that  there 
appears  no  expedient  elTectully  ubie  to  secure 
Europv  from  the  dangers  wlierewitli  it  is  threat- 
ened, by  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies,  un- 
less the  prince,  who  at  present  is  iu  possessinn 
of  Spain,  makes  iiis  choice  nt  this  very  lusrant ; 
and  unless.  Bccording  t«  ihal  clndce,  the  onl<  r 
of  the  two  successions  he  settled  in  the  general 
treaty  of  peace? 

Her  majesty  remarks  with  very  great  plea- 
sure, that  tins  plan  does  not  much  diSer  from 
that  wliichhis  most  cliristian  maj  ity  h israused 
to  be  communicated  lo  her.  Let  us,  in  the 
£rst  place,  argue,  if  you  please,  on  liit  suppo- 
sition, chat  tiie  above  mentioned  prince  will 
chuse  the  crown  of  his  aucescurs  preferably  tu 
that  of  Spain, 

There  is  in  nature  but  one  case  alone,  that 
may  linppen  to  render  our  proposal  less  advan- 
tageous to  him  tliaa  yours. 

Pardon  me,  Sir,  if  I make  two  suppositions 
very  disagreeable,  hut  necessary  for  the  better 
undtrstanding  the  question  i we  are  examining 
if  the  young  dauphin  should  chance  to  die.  the 
prince  we  are  lallting  uf  would  he  immediate 
successor  of  the  crown  of  France ; in  this  case 
then  lie  cais-luse  notliing  in  choosing  the  crown 
of  France  now  nforeliaod. 

His  most  cliri-tian  inojesty  (whom  God  pre- 
serve for  many  years)  happening  to  die,  the 
same  prince  would  be  presumptive  heir  of  the 
crown  of  Prance.  In  this  ease,  how  should  tie  he 
a loser,  in  making  his  choice  as  ilie  queen  de- 
sires ? Can  it  he  said  he  runs  the  liaeard  lo  quit 
Spain,  without  gaining  France  ? You  see.  Sir, 
he  would  be  exposed  to  the  same  incnnveniency 
by  your  own  scheme.  From  all  that  I have 
said,  ihe  queen’s  upinion  is,  Sir,  that  it  follows, 
it  will  eqnully  he  advantageous  to  the  prince 
now  in  question,  to  chuse  the  crowu  of  France 
at  present,  or  to  do  it  in  any  of  the  two  cir- 
cumstances set  down  in  your  Inter:  and  you 
will  be  doubtless  convinced,  that  the  security 
ofEuMpe  will  be  established  infinitely  better 
one  way  than  the  uther, 

If  we  argue  on  the  supposition  that  this  prince 
will  chuse  the  crown  of  Spain,  it  is  beyond 
dispute,  inihe first  place,  thar  uisinucb  better 
for  him  and  for  us,  that  tliU  declarnrion  slvuid 
be  made  durlttjf^'E  dieni 


at  any  other  time.  Secondly,tbaC  the  guarantee 
of  the  powers  uf  Europe  will  be  much  abler  to 
prevent  his  return  to  France,  contrary  to  the 
ibriual  renunciation  that  he  shall  have  made  of 
this  right,  than  to  force  him  to  quit  a crown, 
whereof  he  will  be  in  possession,  and  to  de- 
part from  a pretension  which  he  lias  not  re- 
iiDiinced. 

I liave  as  clearly  as  possible,  laid  before 
your  eyes.  Sir,  the  queen’s  thoughts  on  the  con- 
tents of  your  last  letter : her  majesty  seeks  but 
the  coiDunin  safety ; the  must  Christian  king 
has  the  same  virws.  In  God’s  name,  to  be 
over-nice  in  the  negotiation,  let  us  not  lose 
those  benefits  winch  we  are  ready  to  reap. 
Let  the  king  your  master,  and  the  queen  my 
mistress,  share  in  the  glory  of  giving  peace  to 
Europe;  and  let  those,  who  ate  desirous  to 
break  the  confeteucvs  by  the  events  of  the 
campaign,  find  ibiir  projects  overturned,  by  the 
speedy  conclusion  ol  tlie  treaty. 

On  one  h oid,  hit  most  Christian  majesty 
mat  secure  the  peaceable  possession  of  the 
crown  of  Spain  to  his  grandson ; on  the  other 
hand,  he  may  strengthen  the  Succession  of  the 
cniwn  of  France,  mr  ever  prevent  the  Union 
oriheeiiipire  with  Spain,  and  procure  to  his 
kingdom  very  considerable  advantages : on 
both  sides  be  may  set  Europe  free  from  ap- 
nreheiisions  and  fears,  and  perfect  a work  as 
glori'.us  as  that  of  a definitive,  secure  aud 
lasting  peace. 

By  die  letters  of  IMessieurs  the  plenipoten- 
tinries,  dated  the  12th  iustunt,  N.  S.  1 under- 
stand we  are  to  ex[>ecc,  within  a few  days,  the 
arrival  of  M.  Gsnitier ; and  chnt  he  is  to  bring 
with  him  a plan  of  the  general  peace  which  was 
formed  at  Utrecht.  We  hope  Ins  most  christiaa 
majesty  will  explain  himself  on  that  subject, 
after  such  a manner,  as  the  queen  may  make 
the  necessary  declarations  to  secure  llie  success 
of  our  negoiiatiuns.  I will  tell  you,  as  a man 
who  most  sincerely  wishes  fur  peace,  tliac  the 
condescensions  that  may  he  accepted  from  tlie 
queen,  depend  on  the  resolution  which  willhe 
taken  concerning  the  grand  article  of  the  union 
of  the  two  luouaichies.  1 am,  &c. 

Henry  St.  Jonit. 


No.  19. 

M.ToroytoMr.St.John.  April  25,  Vli. 

They  easily  agree,  Sir,  where  iutentioas  are 
sincere,  and  desires  equal  on  both  sides  to  ar- 
rive to  the  same  end.  I observed  with  a great 
deal  of  satisfaction,  by  the  letter  you  honoured 
me  with  of  the  6th  instant,  U.  S.  that  the  plan 
I proposer!  to  you,  has  cleared  several  liiffi- 
culiies,  and  dissipated  many  occasioos.  I 
hope  likewise,  that  the  answer  you  returned  m 
it,  will  peril  ct  Che  work  begun. 

According,  Sir,  to  what  you  writ  me,  the 
only  difference  there  is  between  the  proposition 
I made  to  you  by  ihe  king’s  cdnimanrl,  and  the 
project  of  the  queen,  depends  entirely  ou  the 
.tiiJiBoAen  thei  king  of  agqi#,iBhaU  declare  tfie 
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ehuice  he  intends  to  make,  either  to  niiinuiin 
liisiigiitto  the  crotTD  of  France,  or  keep  that 
of  Spain. 

In  my  proposiboo,  the  making  liis  choice 
was  Teferr^  to  tlte  tiiae,nhen  this  prince  should 
become  cither  immediate  successor,  or  pre* 
foraptlfe  heir,  of  the  crown  of  France:  und 
the  same  condition  was  observed  id  respect  of 
his  ppt^eny. 

You  ubsen'c.  Sir,  that  in  deferring  till  then 
a choice  so  essential  to  the  tranquillity  of  Eu- 
rope, it  cannot  be  certain  that  there  will  be  one 
made,  if  ever  such  an  unhappy  occasiou  should 
happen,  that  the  guaranty  ol  all  the  powers, 
who  shall  be  coucerued  in  the  treaty,  sha^ 
form  a suiScieut  alliance  to  declare  war  to  the 
prince  who  should  violate  the  conditions  of  the 
peace : but  the  end  that  ought  at  present  to  he 
proposed,  is,  to  hinder  the  renewing  of  the  war, 
and  not  to  seek  mcans.to  support  those  which 
■honld  arise  upon  this  occasion. 

You  then  conclude,  that  to  prevent  the  re- 
union  of  the  monarclucs  of  France  and  Spain 
it  is  necessary  that  the  catholic  kingshould  now 
declare  his  choice,  without  waiting  the  unhappy 
eveat,  which  we  hope  will  never  happen  ; but 
that  it  must,  in  the  mean  time,  be  supposed, 
and  care  t^en,  that  tliis  choice  may  establish 
the  order  of  the  succession,  by  the  treaty  of  the 
general  pence. 

Your  observations,  Sir,  aod  the  consequences 
which  may  be  drawn  from  them,  are  equally 
just;  the 'catholic  king  must  calm  the  unea* 
■loess  of  Europe,  in  declaring  at  present  what 
part  he  will  take,  if  ever  the  succession  of 
France  is  open  in  liis  favour.  Indeed  it  will  be 
perhaps  sotoe  uneasiness  to  him,  to  declare 
BC  present  to  the  Spaniards,  that  he  would 
abandon  them,  and  go  to  Prance,  if  one  of  the 
two  cases,  which  you  suppose,  should  happen. 
A nation,  uncertain  of  the  master  she  shall 
have,  may  prove  less  faithful  to  him  that  actu- 
ally reigos ; hut  this  incouveuiency  ought  to 
submit  to  the  general  good.  Tims,  sir,  the 
king,  approvhig  your  proposition,  dispatches  a 
courier  to  Spain,  and  writes  to  the  king  bis 
grandson,  to  let  him  know  the  necessity  of  rc- 
evlving  on  the  choice  he  will  make,  and  declare 
it : to  the  end  it  may  be  inserted  in  the  treaty 
of  the  general  peuoe,  and  that  it  be  made  a' 
eonditiou  ofit  wiiereof  ail  Europe  shall  be  gun- 

I hope,  Sir,  the  king  of  Spain  will  conform 
iiimsolfto  ilte  counsel  of  the  king;  but  if  it 
should  happen,  what  1 cannot  believe,  that  he 
will  not  submit  to  it,  his  majesty  will  iiike  all 
the  measures  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  shall 
judge  proper,  to  deiermine  nf  necessity,  and 
even  by  force,  tlie  choice  of  the  king  of  'Spain, 
and  to  secure  to  Europe  the  peace,  which  at 
present  appears  so  advooced, 

I am  coiihdent  there  will  no  occasion  he 
given  of  coming  to  such  an  extremity;  buiibe 
king  is  willing  1 should  ioform  you  of  his  reso- 
luiion  in  this  matter,  as  being  a new  mark  of 
the  rincerc  nod  true  desire  of  Ins  majesty,  for 
the  rc«dy  ctiticiklivit  oi-u  aa’e-  hnd  iolid  i><.-ace. ' 


I took  upun  it  at  present  very  much  advanced, 
and  that  the  principal  ditticuliy,  which  luig^ 
still  render  it  more  acceptable,  seems  reoiov^, 
but  ill  the  Dieuii  time,  we  nnut  expect  new  ilif! 
ficulties  from  those  wlm  would  willingly  break 
tlie  conferences.  I believe  ibe  best  way  to 
subvert  their  ilesigus  would  be  for  the  queen  of 
Great  Qrituin  to  propose  immediately  a suspen- 
sion of  arms  ; fur  they  gruunri  their  hopes  on  the 
event  of  the  campaign.  And  as  I huil,  by  your 
letter  that  her  Bntanuic  majesty  is  disputed  to 
make  the  necessary  declarations  forestahlishiug 
the  success  of  the  neguiiaiious,  it  is  my  npiuirm 
that  the  proposition  ofasuspeiisiutiimghtmake 
part  of  those  declarations. 

I have  detained  Mr.  Gaultier  here  some  days 
longer  than  he  ought  to  have  staid  iu  expecta- 
tion-of  your  answers,  thinking  it  necessary  he 
should  be  informed  of  your  sentiments  before 
besets  out  lor  England;  hewiiliurorm  you. 
Sir,  of  the  king’s  imeiitions  on  the  demands  of 
your  allies.  1 hope,  chat  as  the  most  ditiicult 
point  is  now  r^ulated,  you  will  have  respect 
only  to  the  jusuce  and  solidity  of  the  peace; 
and  that  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  acting  by 
these  great  motives,  will  give  the  last  marks  of 
the  desire  site  has  to  establish  with  the  king  a 
perfect  good  correspondence. 

1 received,  Sir,  by  the  same  courier,  ib« 
letter  you  honour^  me  with  of  the  11th  instant 
O.  S.  I am  very  sorry  for  the  indisposition  of 
my  lord  treasurer,  aod  earnestly  wish  his  im- 
mediate recovery.  It  is  very  .reasoiiabie  that 
those  who  have  had,  like  you  and  him,  tbe 
principal  part  in  the  management  of  the  peace, 
should  have  the  honour  to  bringii  to  perfection. 
I hope  we  shall  soon  see  the  success  of  it,  and 
desire  you  will  believe  that,  at  all  times  what- 
soever,  noaoe  shall  be  with  greater  truth  that 
I am,  Sir,  &0.  Ds  To»cr. 


No.  20. 

Mr.  St.  JoAnio  11,  de  Torcy.  April  39, 171*. 

Sir;  The  plan  you  proposed,  in  your  letter 
of  the  8th  of  April,  appeared  to  us  |o  remove 
many  difficulties,  and  dissipate  divers  causes 
effears;  but  by  reason  ofbaviiig  misunder- 
stood the  intentions  of  the  king,  and  ill  ex- 
plained those  of  the  queen,  we  now  find  nor- 
selves  farther,  than  we  had  hoped,  from  agree- 
ing upon  the  grand  articles  of  tlie  peace. 

It  IS  very  true,  iliat  the  only  diflerence  there 
is  between  the  proposition  you  made  me  by  tbs 
king's  order,  in  the  sense  we  coiaprehendedit, 
and  that  which  I sent  you  by  order  of  tbe 
queen,  relates  only  to  the  time  when  the  prince 
in  question  shall  make  his  choice,  either  to  pre- 
serve hia  right  to  the  crown  of  France, 
nouncing  that  of  Spain,  or  to  keep  that  ot 
Spain,  bv  renouncing  ihacofFrance.  But  you 
do  not  propose  therein,  Sir,  that  die  execiuioo 
shall  Bcconipony  the  ciioice,  which  is  absolutely 
necessiiry  to  render  this  pence  definitive. 

The  abbot  Gaultier  explains  quite  oilier»'5i 
• the  king's' liiieatiuiu; ' tod’I'owme  that  jo» 
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tity  tlie  princf,  whi)  rriKni  in  Spain,  tnuU; 
calm  Oie  inquietude  of  Europe  bjr  declaring 
now  the  part  he  will  lake,  if  the  soecCTsion  of 
Jrance  is  erer  opened  in  iiis  farour.  After  tliis 
manner  our  great  work  will  uoi  be  much  ad- 
fenced  b;  the  lust  proposiiinn. 

If  we  bad  underatnoil  according  to  die  ex- 
jiUcadon  that  voa  now  zire  it,  ;ou  tee,  sir, 
that  we  shoal  j have  fallen  into  a very  great 
absurdity  ; since  in  rejecting  year  project,  we 
fboold  lia?c  dmwa  up  anotliCT,  against  which 
all  the  ohjficiions-  we  made,  and  whioli  were 
found  eren  in  France  just  and  well  founded, 
would  have  equally  taken  place.  For  though 
the  prince,  wlio  reigos  in  Spuin,  makes  his 
choice  from  this  time,  what  greater  security 
•hull  Europe  have,  if  tire  executioo  of  this 
choice  is  referred  tu  another  time  1 In  ofteriog 
that  be  shall  be  obliged  to  declare  his  choice 
from  ibis  time,  you  urc  already  agreed  that 
neiilier  the  stipulaiione  of  a treaty,  nor  the 
guarantee  of  the  powers  engaged  in  tliis  wur, 
can  be  capable  to  secure  ibntthe  choice  shall 
ke  made ; how  then  con  we  conclude  that  they 
can  be  capable  to  secure  that,  wlien  either  of 
the  cases  sliall  Imppeu  that  we  are  with  regret 
obliged  CO  foresee,  and  to  suppose,  he  will  quit 
one  crown  to  hold  another,  according  to  the 
choice  that  he  sliall  bate  made,  and  wliich 
shall  hare  beeninserted  in  tlie  treaty  of  the  ge- 
neral peace  I 

The  queen  has  often  declared  that  it  would 
be  impossible  lor  her  to  he  contented  with  any 
eapedient,  which  was  not  very  solid,  touching 
an  article  of  so  great  importance  as  (hat  of  the 
re-uoion  oftlie  two  monarchies.  To  do  other- 
wise, would  ba  to  lose  the  fruits  of  all  the  blood 
the  allies  have  spilt  in  the  course  of  this  war ; 
it  would  be  at  lost  to  betray  the  common  cause 
of  Europe,  and  to  expose  the  present  age,  as 
well  ns  those  which  are  to  come,  to  one  of 
the  greatest  dangers  lliat  the  imagination  can 

Her  Majesty  sincerely  desires  the  peace,  she 
desires  it  reasonable  for  France  ; hut  to  come 
tu  this  iaue,  lire  interest  of  France  must  nut 
be  rendered  iuconsiiienc  with  the  geneml  se- 
ll must  be  done  so  as  the  time  can  never 
happen,  in  which  the  same  prince  shall  Imre 
both  the  crawo  ofSpain  upon  his  bead,  and  his 
succession  open  to  that  of  France. 

If  this  prince  of  whom  we  spenk  is  not  con- 
tented with  Spain  ; nr  if  France  will  not,  in 
passing  him  by,  too  much  weaken  their  siic- 
cetsioii'i  must  wc  for  this  reason,  the  peace 
being  made,  take  up  arms,  and  be  in  a con- 
tinual apprehension  of  seeing  the  war  renewed  I 
Tlie  queen  can  never  consent  thereto,  and 
ber  majesty  thinks  there  is  not  one  of  the 
allies  who  will  submit  to  so  hard  a condi- 

To  shew  nevertheless  that  she  is  ready  to 
eoutribute  all  in  ber  power  to  satisfy  hit  most 
cliristian  majesty,  wuUoot  wounding  her  ho- 
nour, and  wiilioiit  sacrificing  her  interests  and 
shoie  ofher  confedgrates,  liie  queen  ordci?  me 


sir,  to  propose  to  you  no  expedient,  by  which 
ki^  Philip  may  preserve  his  right  to  the  crown 
of  his  ancestors,  end'Snd  a recompeoee  lor 
Spain,  which  in  this  case  be  shall  be  obliged  to 
aluiiidoii. 

Ucr  Majesty  therefore  proposes,  that  this 
prince  does  immediately  retire  with  his  family 
out  of  Spain  ; that  tlie  dukaofSaioy  do  trans- 
port himself  thither  at  the  same  time  wiib  his, 
and. take  possession  ofihat  anmarchv  and  ll» 
Ind^ ; that  king  Philip  may  enjoy  the  kiogdoin 
of  Sicily,  the  hereditary  countries  of  bis  royal 
highness,  with  ili«  Montserrat,  lUsmunniland  in 
case  he  succeeds  to  the  crown  of  France,  that 
Sicily  returns  under  the  obedience  of  (he  hnuH 
of  Austria,  but  that  the  other  coonmes  may 
remain  to  him,  and  be  hereafter  looked  upon  os 
provioces  of  France.  The  queen  would  desire 
dial  this  prupositinn  might  appear  to  coma 
from  his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  be  an  effect 
of  his  moderation,  and  a sacrifice  that  beia 
wjiliug  to  m.-ikc,  to  draw  Europe  out  of  the 
disorder  it  is  now  in,  and  to  re-establish  the 
general  tranquillity. 

Her  majesty  thinks  she  has  now  given  all 
tlie  faciliiies  id  lier  power  to  conclude  the 
peace,  and  hnih  asked  iimhing  but  what  is  ne- 
cessary lor  accompli-bing  that  promise  which 
the  most  Christian  king  made,  wlien  be  de- 
clared himself  ready  tu  take  all  just  and  rea- 
sonable measures  to  hinder  the  crowns  of 
France  aod  Spain  from  heiog  ever  re-uniie<t 
upon  the  head  of  one  and  the  same  person. 

The  queen  commands  me  to  add,  that  sba 
hopes  the  propositions  I have  made  by  her  order, 
will  be  accepted  ; but  however  slie  insisis  that 
the  answer  you  seod  me  be  categorical  and 

The  circumstancea  we  now  find  onriclves  in, 
as  well  as  the  season  of  the  year,  do  not  admit 
that  we  remain  in  any  longer  uncertainty,  whe- 
ther we  shall  have  war  nr  peace. 

The  parliament,  to  whom  her  majesty  hath 
promised  the  con>municntii>n  of  what  she  should 
treat  on  the  subject  of  peace,  will  Uecoine 
impatient : and  the  queen  cannot  excuse  her- 
self from  communicating  to  them  the  answer 
she  slmll  receive  to  ihu  letter.  The  urmiet 
are  in  the  field,  and  the  events  of  one  day's 
time  may  intirely  change  the  face  of  affiiirss 
how  much  soever  disposed  the  queen  is  10 
facilitate  the  uegocintion  nf  the  peace,  and  to 
save  the  effusion  of  blood,  she  cannot  how- 
ever declare  for  a snspenuon  of  arins,  befort 
siieknovvs  the  resolution  oftbemoBt  Christian 
king,  upon  the  expedient  pruprwed  to  prevent 
the  re-union  of  (he  two  monarchies. 

in  tellyou  nothing,  sir,  touching  the  plna 
of  (hegeneral  peace,  which  the  abbM  Gaiihier 
also  brnoghc  us,  it  is  because  the  queen  duel 
not  louk  upon  the  difftrenues  wliich  it  CMiitmus 
as  too  dillicult  to  be  adjusted,  provided  the 
article  nf  the  re-union  Lo  once  passed:  and 
because  ifwe  are  nut  happy  enough  to  succeed 
io  ireiiing  of  this  expedient,  ii^  would  lie  but  a 
needles*  trouble  to  neguciaic  upon  other  prtinti, 
I am.  &c.  ,U-  St.  J«IX. 
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No.  91. 

in.  d*  Torcy  to  Mr.  St.  Jvhn.  May  la,  1712. 

Sir  ; I have  ivceived  tlie  letteryou  did  me  ibe 
fitvour  to  mice  tame  of  Ciie  10th  instant,  and 
am  Tcr;  sorry  to  see  tbetejwns  so  ^reat  dif- 
ference, ns  you  tell  toe,  between  the  proposi- 
tion yon  made  inc  by  order  of  the  queen,  and 
the  snswet  the  king  commanded  me  tomuke  to 
ynu;  for  want  of  understaoding  one  aoothcr, 
we  have  unhappily  lost  n time,  of  which  every 
moment  is  precious : and  now  we  must  have  n 
new  decision  from  the  king  of  Spain,  upon  a 
plan  winch  bad  been  proposed  to  him  in 
> different  sense  to  what  you  understood  it. 

I cmifess,  sir,  Isbonld  fear  tliat  tbisciplica- 
lion  would  pmdnee  new  difficulties  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  if  tite  king  had  not  resolved  to 
surmount  all  the  abjections  her  majesty  can 
make  upon  an  article  which  is  to  be  the  basis 
of  the  peace,  and  likbwUc  to  sacrifice  the  in- 
terests of  bis  house  for  tbe  re-establithmeol  of 
tbe  pnblie  tranqnillity. 

It  is  therefore  to  remove  these  difficulties, 
that  the  king  now  makes  two  propositions  to 
the  king  his  giandson  : First  to  renotmee  by 
the  treaty  of  peace,  forhimselfand  bis  descend- 
ants, all  his  right  to  the  crown  of  Franco, 
and  ceotoit  liimself  with  Spsm  nnd  the  In- 

Tbe  second,  to  preserve  his  right  to  the 
crown  of  France,  nut  at  the  same  time  to 
yield  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  the  duke  of 
Mvur,  and  conicne  himself,  in  exchange,  with 
tbe  countries  the  duke  of  Savoy  oow  possesses; 
that  is  to  saj’,  with  the  principality  of  Pied- 
mont, ihcdutciiies  of  Savoy  and  Montsermt,  nnd 
county  ofNice.  Lastly,  to  keep  the  Lingdooi 
of  Sicily,  whereof  tlie  catholic  king  is  now 
master.  Provided  always  that  if  he  should 
one  day  come  to  tbe  crown  of  France,  he 
should  keep  only  the  countries  now  belonging 
to  tbe  duke  of  Savoy,  nnd  that  in  this  case  tbe 
kingdom  of  Sicily  shall  belong  to  the  booKof 

It  were  to  be  wished  that  the  king  could  at 
present  know  the  intentions  of  the  king  his 
grandson,  npon  cue  or  the  other  of  these  two 
alternatives;  but  we  must  unavoidably  wait 
for  the  return  of  the  Courier  that  his  majesty 
dispatches  to  Madrid. 

He  hns  comiqiuidrd  me  nevertheless  to  assure 
you,  that  the  treaty  of  peace  shall  be  made 
upon  the  basis  oftKeune  nr  the  other  of  these 
two  propositions;  viz.  Either,  tbe  king  of 
Spain  ahall  renounce  his  right  to  the  crown  of 
France,  to  keep  only  Spain  and  the  Indies  ; 
or  that  he  shaU  content  to  tltc  eachango  of 
Spain  nnd  the  Indies  with  the  cstaUsufche 
duke  of  Savoy,  on  tlie  conilitions  I have  now 
acquainted  you  with.  You  are  ilierefue,  sir, 
to  look  upon  what  I write  to  ynu  by  the  king's 
order,  us  the  final  uoswer  liiut  ynu  desire,  and 
which  ought  to  remove  alt  uncertaiiitv  upon 
the  peabe, or  upon  thecnoiimiatinnorilic  war. 

k is  probable,  sir,  that  the  pence  would  still 
be  more«rtaiti,"tfa.riisp«'ad<riidfwius  cuuld' 


he  agreed  opon  on  both  udes,  nnd  might,  since 
at  present  each  side  may  well  expect  an  happy 
conclusion  t but  it  must  be  left  to  the  prutfenn 
of  the  queen  to  examine  what  slie  shall  think 
most  agreeable  to  the  general  good,  wliich  sliy 
desires  as  tmicb  as  any  person. 

It  would  be  vety  sad,  if  any  erent  should 
happen  daring  the  cauipaisn  to  disturb  the  gcK>i 
dispositions  which  are  oow  apparent  for  eytab> 
ishingthe  public  tranquillity.  1 hope,  sir,  yoq 
will  very  soon  give  the  last  hand  thereto;  nndl 
pray  ynu  to  believe,  that  no  one  can  honour 
you  more  perfectly,  nor  be  more  truly  than  I 
am,  air,  &c.  De  Toacr. 


No.  22. 

lEHoatAi/rom  Mr.  St.John  to  M.  de  Torry, 
relating  to  Nurth  Aaeriea,  Commerce,  and 
the  Smpefision  qi'Arim,  May  H,  inj, 
O.S. 

To  end  all  disputes  arisen  about  North 
America,  tbe  queen  proposes  : 

1.  Tlmi  bis  most  Christian  msjesty  should 
yield  to  her  the  island  of  Newfoundland,  with 
t*laccntia,  and  all  the  fortifications,  artillery 
nnd  ammunitions  tliereto  belungmg,  the  little 
adjacent  islands,  and  the  nearest  the  island  of 
Newfoundland ; as  also  Nova  Scotia,  ot 
Acadie,  according  to  its  ancient  limits. 

2.  That  tbe  subjects  ofhis  most  ohrisdsa 
nhijcsty  may  continue  to  fish,  and  dry  their 
fish,  upon  that  part  of  Newfoundland  which  a 
cnlled  the  Petit  Nord,  but  on  no  other  pan'of 
tbe  said  island. 

S.  That  his  majesty's  subjects  may  enjo.v 
in  common  with  the  q;ueen's,  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton. 

That  tbe  islands  in  the  Goipb  of  St. 
Laurence,  end  in  the  month  of  the  river  of  that 
name,  which  are  at  present  possessed  by  the 
French,  may  remain  to  bis  most  chrutrao  nra< 
jesty  : but  expressly  upon  condition  that  his 
said  majesty  shall  engage  himself  not  to  raise, 
•r  suffer  to  be  raiseil,  any  fortifications  in  ihcM 
islands,  or  id  lliatufCape  Breton.  Hie  queen 
eni^ges  herself  likewise  not  to  fnrtify,  or  suffer 
any  fortifications  to  be  rniiedin  the  adjacent 
islands,'  and  those  next  Newfoandland,  nor  in 
that  of  Cape  Breton. 

5.  Tbe  queen  insists  w have  the  cannon  and 
ammunitions  of  war,  in  all  tlie  forts  and  places 
of  tbe  bay  and  sireights  of  Hudson, 

Relalinjj  to  Commerce, 

As  some  difficulties  are  arisen,  which  hind« 
our  giving  tbe  finishing  stroke  to  the  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  i«ro  nntinns  of  Gr»» 
Britain  and  France,  so  soon  ns  could  have  b«n 
wished,  by  reason  of  many  prohibitions  mode, 
and  many  excessive  duties  established  in  the 
said  kingdoms ; And  as  it  is  necessary  for  the 
subjects  of  bnih  sides,  thnt  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  be  opened,  nnd  liave 
effect  as  soon  as  jiussihle ; the  queen  would 
bate  projjOiiUota  to  fuakchis  most  elu'i*' 
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ti*Q  roiuMti  lb«i«Qpoii ; But  as  tliese  poinia 
would  require  a lunger  (ime  to  be  discuued 
ituu  ihe  prcMt  criti*  does  pecroit,  tlic  queen 
being  more  inciioed  to  oonlirro  (be  generui 
tranquillity,  tlumptiveto  advantages,  conieuit 
berseir  wtih  making  two  douumds,  nliich  sbe 
l)uberct_  (uio  meet  with  no  difBculiy. 

1.  TliM  in  esuK  wc  do  dij^  agree  upon  the 
points  io  dispute,  rsUting  to  comnierce,  corn* 
miisaries  le  named  on  each  tide,  who  shall 
meet  at  London  to  exuiniue  and  regulate  the 
dupes  and  imposiiioos  (Lac  shall  bo  paid  in 
each  kingdom  ; and  tbne  they  be  adjusted  in 
such  a loanoer,  that  by  it  Che  coinioerce  be- 
tween the  two  naiums  be  encauruged  and  on* 

9.  That  no  priviii^e  or  advantage  in  r^rd 
to  the  French  trade,  shall  be  granted  to  onji 
foreign  natbo,  which  shall  not  be  granted  at 
the  sometime  to  ibe  queen  of  Great  Britain's 
snljecis.  In  like  manner,  no  privilege  or  ad* 
vantage  rebiiing  to  the  trade  of  Great  Qiitaiii, 
(lull  be  granted  any  furrign  oatiun,  lliaC  shall 
Bot  at  the  same  time  be  gcauced  to  the  subjects 
ofhismostcbribtiau  majesty. 

lUkting  to  tie  Suipemion  ^Arm. 

Tbs  Qaeen 
fur  tlte 
dilioD, 

1.  1'bat  in  tfaesnid  term,  the  article  which  re- 
lates to  (Iw  re-uiiton  of  the  two  oionarchies 
tfaall  Iw  poactwally  and  iutireiy  executed.  That 
i*  CO  any,  either  ilmt  kiug  Philip  shall  renounce 
in  that  term,  fur  himself  aisd  his  descendants, 
hit  rtgbcs  to  ibe  crown  of  France ; and  shall 
MDSeot  that  his  renuncintion  be  inserted  in 
the  treaty  for  a future  pruco ; or  that  in  this 
term  be  shall  leave  Spaiu  wiili  his  family,  yield- 
iag  up  that  kingilom  und  tlie  Indies  to  ilia 
duke  of  Savoy,  on  ibecnndiiions  mentioned  in 
my  letter  of  the  90th  April,  O.  S.  and  accepted 
by  ibal  from  M.  de  Torcy,  of  the  IBlIi  of  this 
aioutli,  N.  S. 

9.  I'kat  the  Frencli  garrison  shall  go  out  of 
the  town,  citadel,  and  lores  of  Dunkirk:  and 
lint  ihe  queen’s  iroops  shall  enter  it  (he  dny 
the  suspension  of  arms  shall  begin ; and  that 
that  place  shall  remain  in  (be  queen's  hands 
lUltlie  States  General  shall  have  consenied  to 
give  his  most  dtristiaii  nisjesty  an  equivalent 
for  (be  demolishing  of  it,  with  whidi  ite  shall 
be  contented.  It  being  understood,  ibat  in 
this  cose  liis  most  Christian  lORjuiy  shall  be 
obliged  to  demolish  oUtbe  fortificacions  of  that 
place,  Co  fill  up  the  hntbour,  and  destroy  the 
elukes,  in  the  manner  tbe  queen's  plenipotenti- 
aries have  required. 

S.  In  case  iheStntes  General docnnMnt  ton 
auspensiun  of  arms  ut  the  same  time  with  the 
queen,  u seems  reusonahle  to  grant  iheiu  the 
bberiy  of  putting  a garns'in  inCambrny,  on 
the  day  tbe  said  suspension  shall  luive  iis  ef- 
fect. H.St.  JOBh. 

I'  l.iie.'l  ■--.Ijefl.g'ttitfea.lr.-ihe  I li-.;v»r.ii 


The  Aksweri  if  the  King  to  Ihe  Memorial  tent 
from  Liiniioyi,  June  S,  17 12.  N.  S. 

Marlej/,  June  10,  1719. 

Art.  1.  Ilia  majesty  coosents  to  yield  to 
tbe  queen  of  Great  Britnia  die  Isle  ofNew- 
fouutUand,  with  tbe  city  of  Placeulia,  ss  now 
foiiiried;  but  the  artillery  and  ommunitioa 
with  wliich  that  place  is  pi;ortded,  shall  ha 
taken  from  (lienee,  autl  shall  not  be  cumpra- 
iieoded  io  the  cession  which  shall  he  made  of 
that  place,  and  of  the  Island ; for  they  am  not 
to  he  esieeused  as  belonging  either  to  the  one 
or  cho  other;  aod  Contes  comisoo comparison, 
one  may  look  opon  tbe  artilleiy  and  ammuoi- 
tion  of  a place  as  moveables  oi  an  house,  that 
a private  man  cnrrica  away  with  him  ■ ben  be 
yields  that  same  bouse  by  a voluntary  cou- 
tnec. 

The  Isles  adjacent  to  tliat  of  Newfoondland 
were  neither  demanded  nor  pronuKd  by  the 
articles  signed  at  London  io  the  month  or  Oc- 
tober last:  As  these  articles  have  served  as  a 
rule  ia  tbe  beginniug  snd  in  the  progress  of 
the  present  negocisdon,  the  king’s  lotaniioo  is 
to  follow  exactly  tlie  same  rule,  as  tbe  most 
sure  one  to  come  to  the  (mnclusion  of  the 
treaty;  nod  his  majesty  ispersuadrd  that  the 
queen  of  Great  Briiaiu,  faithful  to  ber  word, 
will  not  insist  upon  a new  demand,  and  which 
does  nut  appear  in  Che  conveotioa  signed  in  the 
name  of  Chat  princess. 

The  king  is  willing  to  add  to  that  conventiait 
the  cession  of  Acailie  according  to  its  ancient 
limits,  as  it  is  demanded  by  tbe  queen  of  Great 

9.  llie  articles  signed  at  London  reserve  to 
the  subjects  of  the  king  ibepowerof  dsfaingand 
drying  uf  c»d-fiih  upon  the  isle  of  Nenfoniid- 
laod.  Adispositioo,  made  and  agreed  to,  cun 
neither  be  reetrained,  nor  receive  any  altera- 
tions hue  those  wliicb  are  reciprocally  jodged 
to  be  conflirmnbLe  to  cho  common  advao- 

Upon  this  ftmodacion  the  king  oOiera  to  leave 
to  England  Che  nrtillery  and  itnoiunicion  nf 
Placentia,  the  isles  adjncriit  to  that  of  New- 
foiindlind:  to  forbid  the  Freoeb  (be  liberty  of 
ftshtug  and  dryingofcnd.lifh  upon  the  coast 
of  that  isle,  likewise  upon  that  part  called  the 
Petit  Nord ; to  add  to  these  conditions  the 
cession  of  the  isles  of  St.  Martin  and  Sc.  Bar- 
tholnmew,  ndjnining  to  that  ofSt.  Clirntopher, 
if  for  this  new  nSer  the  queen  of  Great  Britain 
consents  to  restore  Acadie,  of  which  tbe  river 
of  Si.  George  shall  hercnfier  make  the 
huuiid-iries,  as  the  English  lierenfbre  pretended 

It  is  therefore  nt  the  choice  of  tl«  queen  oP 
Great  Britain,  either  Cu  keep  to  the  articles 
signed  at  London,  or  Cn  accept  tbe  exclianga 
(Imt  his  mnietiy  propates,  in  this  lust  case 
. his  mnjescy  will  endeavour  to  facilitate  all  chgt 
sJiutl  depend  on  him,  to  conclude  the  affair  of 
the  rsnsum  of  the  islxod  of  Nevis  to  the  satis- 
'fijoiioui.ofi'-'Bi^auidii'-  y i '!>.  -■-•I'i-i'  . ■'ii- 
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3.  As  the  perfect  gnoil  aiulerstanding  tbac 
(lie  kin|;  prri|ictses  m>  escabiisli  bccneeii  Lis  sul>- 
jecis  and  those  of  itie  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
nil,  it  iiplea-e  Gnd,  be  oneufilie  priucifal 
(id»au(iii'i-»  of  Llw  peace,  we  must  remove  ill 
propiiBKmits  capable  of  distuibiti|{  this  happy 
uuiuu;  experience  bus  made  it  too  risible,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  presei  ve  it  iu  the  places 
pO'Msaed  m cninmun  by  tbe  Preiicli  and  Eng- 
Lii  liHiioiie;  so  ibis  rcasmi  alooe  will  suffice 
to  binder  bis  loaiesty  from  conseuiinglo  the 
prxpiismmi  of  leaving  tl«  Eiiglisb  to  possess 
tbe  isle  of  Cafje  Breton  in  common  nitll  tlie 
French.  Bui  there  is  still  a stronger  reason 
against  this  prupotitioii;  as  it  is  but  too  ofien 
Ken  that  the  most  amicable  nations  many 
times  benouic  enemies,  it  is  prudait  in  i)ie 
king  to  resi  rve  to  himself  the  possession  of  the 
only  isle  which  will  hereafter  open  an  emrauce 
inin  tbe  river  of  Si.  Lawrence;  it  would  be  ab- 
soluiely  ihui  to  the  ships  of  liis  majesty,  if  tlio 
English  m.istcrs  of  Acudie  and  Newfoundland, 
StJU  possessed  the  isle  of  Cape  Breton  in  cnm- 
moii  with  the  French;  and  Canady  would  be 
last  to  France  os  soon  as  the  war  should  be 
renewed  iieiween  the  tivo  nations,  which  God 
forbid;  hut  the  most  secore  means  to  prevent 
it,  is  often  to  think  that  it  may  come  to 

i.  Icwill  not  be  dissembled,  but  it  U for  tlie 
same  reason  that  the  king  is  williu’  to  reserve 
to  himself  the  natural  and  common  liberty  as 
all  sovereigns  have,  to  erect  in  the  isles  of  die 
gulph  and  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  .St- 
Lawience,  as  well  at  in  the  isle  of  cape  Bre- 
ton, such  fortilientions  ns  his  majesty  slioil  judge 
necessary;  these  works,  mnde  qpiy  for  the 
security  of  the  country,  can  never  be  of  any 
detriment  to  tbe  neighbouring  isles  and  pro- 

II  is  just  that  the  queen  of  Great  Britain 
should  have  tlie  same  liberty  to  erect  what  for- 
tihcaiious  she  shall  think  necessary,  whether 
in  .Acidic  or  in  the  isle  of  Newfiundlnnd  : 
and  upon  this  article  the  king  does  nnt  pretend 
to  csact  any  thing  contrary  to  the  rights  which 
die  propriety  and  possession  mturully  give  to 
that  princess'. 

3.  The  kiiie  is  willing,  ihniueh  a particular  ' 
Considcra'ioii  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  , 
to  lenve  to  lier  ilic  caiinim  and  ammunition  I 
winch  sliall  be  foiiuil  in  the  forts  and  places  of! 
the  buy  ami  streighu  nf  Hudson,  nntwItlistBod-  ' 
ia"  thescioiiK  reasons  that  his  majesty  may  I 
have  to  lake  them  from  thence,  and  transport  I 
them  elaewere.  i 

Article  q/*  Commret.  ' '' 

As  tlic  king  sincerely  desires  that  all  cause 
of  divisibu  between  his  majesty  ami  the  queen 
of  Creai  Britain  sliould  cease  ns  soon  as  tuny 
be,  it  would  be  very  agreGuble  to  him  to  see 
all  disputes  relating  to  coinmerce  settled  at 
Utrecht  between  his  plenipotentiurics  and  those 
of  England  ; But  if  it  it  impossible  to  remove  I 
the  difficulties  almuc  this  matter  before  the  , 
Wnclusioit'or  tfaRipsscOy.indur  iihaii  to  dcUyij 
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It,  his  majesty  consents  to  the  two  demands  ntde 
ill  the  name  of  iliat  princess- 

1.  To  imme  commissaries,  who  shall 

at  London  to  examine  and  regulate  tlie  duties 
and  impoMlions  to  be  paid  in  each  kingdom. 

d.  Tiiut  Fraupe  ond  England  do  reciprocally 
eiigoge  to  give  to  the  subjects  of  both  crowiy 
the  same  privilegis  aiidadvancaj'ci,  with  nhiiffi 
any  ualiou  whatsoever  shall  be  favoured. 

Article  of  a Sntpeoiion  of  Arm. 

So  short  a term  as  two  mouths  will  still  leave, 
to  the  enemies  uf  peace,  hopes  of  being  able 
to  disturb  the  negotintiou  before  tlie  end  of 
the  campaign.  I'he  king,  pertnaded  of  tbs 
good  intentions  of  lliequeeu  of  Great  Britain, 
thinks  it  for  the  crimmoii  good,  to  extend  this 
term  tnjbur  months. 

1 It  nufibt  to  be  sufficient  to  compleat  tbe 
surmoutiting  all  the  difficulties  of  tbe  treatv, 
the  principal  being  already  removed,  by  tfie 
firm  resolution  that  the  king  of  Spain  hath 
taken,  to  renounce  for  himself  and  bisdescen- 
ilants  to  ilio  crown  of  France,  and  to  keep 
Spain  and  Che  Indies ; and  tliis  renuiiciatios 
shall  be  inserted  in  tlie  trenry  of  peace. 

2.  After  having  established  the  beginsinz 
and  the  course  of  the  negniiation  upon  a good 
faith  and  mutual  coiilidence,  of  wliich  tlie 
happy  eSects  arealready  felt,  we  must  banish 
all  distrust,  and  even  tbe  appearance  of  suspj> 
cion,  when  each  party  comes,  in  their  proposal, 
near  the  end  tbut  both  sides  propose  tu  tbem- 
selves.  The  king  leaves  tne  equity  of  the 
queen  of  England,  to  judge,  whether,  tbs  de- 
mand of  putting  an  English  garrison  into  Dun- 
kirk, during  the  suspension  of  arms,  bas  nothing 
in  it  disobliging  to  biiii ; and  if  tbe  public 
wonid  not  look  upon  it  as  a doubting  his  ma- 
jesty's exactness  to  satisfy  bis  pronnscs.  He 
knows  that  the  queen  of  England  is  very  far 
from  harbouring  such  a thought,  having  re- 
ceived too  many  proofs  to  the  contrary.  The 
king  also  having  lor  a long  time  looked  upon 
die  queen  as  a friend,  notwithstanding  tlia 
continuatiun  of  tlie  war,  is  persuaded  time  she 

I will  desist  from  such  a demand,  not  only  as 
being  useless,  but  o-npable  of  producing  an 
eifect,  contrary  to  titc  intentions  uf  Chat  prin- 

Tor  it  is  certain  tbe  aim  liec  majesty  lias,  is 
only  to  obl^e  the  Dutch  readily  to  give  the 
kini!  an  rquivnient  for  the  fortiCcalions  '>f 
Dunkirk,  which  bisniiyesty  promises  shall  be 
demolished. 

We  must  then  overcome  their  stubbornness, 
and  let  them  see,  that  if  ebay  persist,  ih* 
damage  thereof  shall  fall  upon  chanist-Kef ; 
but  it  is  not  Uireateiiing  tlietu.  Co  dcclure  to 
them  that  the  Euglisli  trnnps  shall  keep  tbs 
I city,  the  cicndel,  and  the  furls  uf  Dunkirk,  till 
I the  btates  General  shall  have  given  to  die  king 
an  (quivaleiic,  wlierenitli  his  niaje-ty  sluH  be 
satisfied.  Tlie  king  aluiie  would  suffer  by  tlif 
I new  obstaclestbey  will  raise  against  die  peaMI 
I and  it  is  by  cniitrary  ways  ihui  that  repubbo 
mnit  bv  coostritiyicd.MiiE&Muc  auore  flexible. 
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As  it  is  ihe  king's  tfue  inwniion  ta  press  tbe 
demolititin  urnll  tke  forliricstions  ofOunkirk  in 
general,  Ills  mi]e<iU  proposes,  that  immediutciv 
■fter  t'l*  signtiig  of  die  treaty  of  peace  wiifi 
the  queen  of  Great  Briinin,  a boitvof  English 
troops  ihall  eiicninp  under  Dunkirk ; and  that 
those  troops,  the  number  wliereof  shall  be  fixed, 
may  jointly  vrork  with  his,  in  razing  all  die 
fortihcacimts. 

The  condition  of  filling  up  the  pore,  and 
ruiniiigihe  sluices,  depends,  as  the  king  has 
explained  himself,  upuu  tl,e  restitution  dial  his 
majesty  has  deinanueil  of  Tournay  and  its  dis- 
trict. He  reiieivs  again  the  same  engagement. 
The  milt  of  the  Sluices  will  ocrasiflii  the  loin 
of  the  cnuairy  adjacent  to  Dunkirk  ; friends 
and  enemies  will  equally  suffer  thereby.  Tlie 
king  could  wish  to  sstc  this  needless  destruc- 
tion, which  die  oueen  nf  Great  Britain  has 
nut  perhaps  enougn  considered.  Ills  majesty 
is  willing  that  tins  he  again  offered  to  ihe 
gfleen's  consideration,  tliuuah  he  is  i esniveil  to 
do,  upon  this  article,  whnt  shall  be  most  agree- 
able uk  that  princess,  for  the  restituttoit  of 
Tournuy  and  its  district. 

3.  The  peace  is  necessary  io  all  Europe  j 
the  king  desires  it  ks  a general  good,  and  his 
majeMy  Inuks  upnn  Clie  su-pension  ot  arms  as 
a means  almost  necessary  lo  uLiuin  it : bui  he 
would  refuse  all  suapensinn,  wuuld  break  like- 
wise the  negodntionor  peace,  if  eitlier  tbe  sus- 
pension  nr  peace  defended  upon  the  >dniittjng 
the  Dutch  garrison  iiilu  Cambray,  duiing  any 
space  of  time  that  mav  be.  He  will  never 
Cooseiit  10  a proposition  so  contrary  to  his 
honour,  to  Ins  lutercst,  and  to  the  good  of  bis 
kiogdoni.  Gireu  aiMarley,  10  June,  1713. 

Da  Tuner. 


No.  84. 

driieia  proposed  6v  lie  CJuefn  of  Great  Bri- 
/ai’i  for  H Cestaluin  of  Arme ; aith  his 
Majesty’s  Aasaers. 

Art.  1.  Tile  queen  will  consent  to  a cessation, 
of  arms  fur  the  space  of  two  months,  which 
may  be  pniinnged  to  three  or  fuor  uiuntbt. — 
Ans.  Tbe  kiug  agrees  to  the  same. 

9.  During  tbe  tune  nf  this  cessation,  endea- 
vours ivillbe  usedfiir  concluding  the  treaty  uf 
tbe  general  peace  : at  least,  the  orticle  rel.idng 
to  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies  shall 
Miiccually  executed  ; that  is  t»  sny,  king 
rbilip  shall  reiuiuiice,  during  ihnt  spare  of 
time,  in  due  form,  for  liini'elf  niid  his  is-ur,  to 
she  crown  of  France.  This  .eiiunciution  shall 
likewise  be Rccepli^d  by  'lie  must  clirisiian  king, 
and  racilird  in  the  must  solemn  manner  by  the 
States  of  the  kingdom  ofFrunce. — Ans.  During 
the  tioie  of  this  cessute.ii  endeavimrs  wiS 
be  used  for  concluding  the  treaty  nf  the 
general  pence;  at  least,  the  nrticle  rrlaling 
to,  the  re-union  of  the  two  mnimrcliies  ehnil 
be  punrtualli^  executed  i that  is  tu  say,  the 
king  of  ^pjln  shall  renounce,  during  that 
space  of  tlme;riii  dtjs-fi9i'{ny-feir''biiti»«>lf''  sad' 


his  issue,  to  the  crown  of  France.  Tliis 
renunciation  shall  be  accepted  by  the  most 
Christian  king,  pubisihed,  and  registered  in 
all  the  porliuments  of  the  kingdom  ol  France 
ill  the  must  solemn  manner,  The  tetters 
patents  granted  by  his  most  Christian  ma- 
jesty to  the  king  of  Spain,  his  grunilwni, 
ia  the  month  of  December,  1700,  for  pre- 
serving his  rights  to  the  crown  uf  France, 
nritwitbstandiug  his  absence  out  of  the  king- 
dom, and  then  registered  in  the  parliament 
pf  Paris,  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  n^isten 
of  the  said  parliament,  and  with'  the  consent 
of  that  prince  shall  he  repealed  and  annalletl. 
The  succession  to  the  said  crown  shall  be 
declared  and  adjudged,  after  the  dauphin  and 
his  issue,  uud  successively  to  the  other  princes 
uf  the  house  of  Bourhoii,^  to  the  absuluie  ex- 
clusion of  king  Philip  and  hb  issue. — Ans.  Xh* 
king  agrees  lu  tlie  same. 

The  duke  of  Berry  and  the  duke  of  Orleans 
shall  renounce  fur  themHelves  and  their  chil- 
dren, to  any  right  t»  the  crown  of  Spain— 
Ant.  The  king  agrees  i hereto. 

The  StHtes  of  this  kiiigdoin  shall  accept  and 
agree  to  ttiis  renunciation  is  a proper  matmer. 
— An.  The  king  agrees  to  the  same. 

All  tlie  parties  beroreoiemiuoed  shall  agree 
by  authentic  acts  to  ackaowledee,  as  successor 
to  the  crown  of  Spain,  alter  king  Philip  and 
bis  issue,  tbe  prince  ibat  shall  be  agreed  on  in 
the  future  treaty  of  peace, — Ans.  The  king 
agrees  thereto. 

3.  The  French  garrison  shall  march  out  of 
tbe  town  and  citadel  of  Dunkirk,  and  the  forts 
ibereio  beiongiiig ; and  the  queen’s  truops 
shall  come  into  tbe  same  from  tlie  day  the  ces- 
saiion  of  arms  begins:  and  this  place  shall  r^ 
main  in  (he  hands  of  the  queen,  until  tbe 
States  General  have  agreed  to  give  to  bis  most 
Christian  majesty  such  an  eqaivalent  for  the 
demolii'on  of  that  place,  as  he  may  be  satisfied 
with.  Provided,  that  in  this  cose  bis  most 
Christian  majesty  shall  be  obliged  to  demolish 
itjl  the  forlilicniiuiis  of  that  place,  to  fill  up 
the  port,  ami  destroy  tlie  bluicesin  such  man- 
ner ns  the  queen’s  commissioners  have  desired 
it.— Ans.  Tbe  king  agrees  thereto. 

4.  As  the  queen,  in  her  demands,  has  no 
oilier  view  than  to  have  some  kind  of  a pexvn 
fiirsecuring  ihe  execution  M tbe  article  relat- 
ing to  the  re-uiiioQ  of  the  two  monarchies, 
herinajesiy  does  not  pre  end  any  way  tu  con- 
cern herself  with  disiurbiiig  the  civil  goveris* 
meat  uf  the  liiwn  of  Dunkirk  : but  un  the 
contrary,  she  orders  me  to  give  assurunces  oa 
her  part,  that  she  will  giv  the  iieces>.ary  orders, 
that  nil  tliintis  may  remain  and  continue  oa 
the  same  fiiot  they  are  actunlly  in:  That  it 
shall  be  lawlul  for  the  king's  ships,  and  those 
nf  private  persons,  10  go  out  and  coo'C  into 
port  ns  often  as  ahull  he  necessary,  without 
being  hiudeied  under  any  preience  whatsoever  t 
And  that  all  the  ksng’s  slnp*.  as  well  as  others 

• bdwrgingts'jirivtltr  petsOiia,  wad  aU:  their  ef- 
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fKti,  sliall  be  ostnucli  io  sa^'tjr  nt  they  arc 
no<*.  Given  at  Wliitchall  iho  Clb  uf  June, 
O.S.1712,  U.Sr.Jonn-.— Jss.  As  the  queen, 
ill  her  demands,  Ima  no  other  vicn  than  tu 
have  some  kind  of  puwnfor  securing  the  exe- 
cution uf  the  article  ri-laling  ti)  the  rc-uaion 
of  the  (ivn  monarchies,  her  lOBjesCy  does  not 
pretend  any  way  to  concern  herself  nith 
diviiirliing  the  civil  giiverntnent  of  the  town 
of  Dunkirk  I hut  <m  the  c-iotniry  s)ie  orders 
Die  to  promise  on  her  part,  that  she  will  give 
the  necessary  orders,  that  all  things  may 
Tcmiiiii  and  cnntiaue  on  the  same  i)>ut  they 
arc  actuaily  in  : Tliat  it  sluil  be  lawful  for 
tlie  kiug'sships,  and  those  of  private  persons, 
to  go  out  and  come  into  port  as  often  as 
ihali  be  OECessary,  without  being  hindered 
under  any  pretence  « haisoever : And  that  all 
the  king's  ships,  as  well  as  others  belonging 
to  private  persons,  and  all  their  effects,  sban 
be  at  much  in  snfen  as  they  are  now.  And 
that  bis  majesty’s  officers  who  have  the  care  of 
the  tnagazinea  belonginglo  ilie  sea  or  land, 
shall  stay  in  the  said  town  of  Dunkirk ; where 
they  shdl  continue  to  exercise  their  calling 
during  the  stay  of  the  English  troops.  Given 
atiUariy,  the  33d  of  June,  1713. 

De  Tosct. 

No.  85. 

ftwravcTiOUsyorcarr^gAl  trur/y,  «wd  right 
intirct^  bilmed  eounuller,  Jemn  Dukt  if 
Ornumde,  Captain  Gmtritl  and  ConrMua- 
der  in  Chi'/  of  our  Foreet,  acting  in  cen- 
juaeCion  teilk  thou  of  our  Alllu  in  the 
Imo  CoKoiry. 

A.J{. 

Ybu  are  withall  possiblediligeiica  to  repair 
to  the  Hague,  anri  to  acquaint  the  pensiunary, 
that,  having  appointed  you  to  command  our 
ormyin  (he  Netberlandt,  we  have  given  you 
orders  to  see  him  before  you  ro  to  pOt  yourself 
at  the  bead  of  the  troops.  You  arc  to  express 
to  him  the  resolution  we  are  in  of  pressing  the 
war  with  all  possible  vigour,  until  the  coeniy 
shall  agree  to  such  terms  of  pence,  as  inny  be 
safe  and  honourable  for  us,  and  for  our  allies. 

You  are  Anther  to  say  to  this  minister,  that 
you  are  pr^ared  to  lire  in  a perfect  good  cor- 
respondence with  dt  the  generals  of  the  allies, 
ana  particularly  with  those  of  the  States ; aad 
that  you  hope,  you  shall  fiod  the  same  iiicliua- 
tion  on  their  part,  to  whichliis(Uiepen8ionary's) 
good  offices  will  extremely  conirihutc.  You 
are,  after  tliis  btrodnetioa,  to  desire  the  pen- 
aiiianre  to  inform  you  what  plan  has  been 
agreea  upon  for  the  operations  of  itie  cuin- 
puign. 

As  soon  as  you  arrive  at  the  ftonllor,  you 
are  to  meet  with  the  prince  Euiteiie,  and  such 
Qtlicr.'i  of  the  generals  as  shall  be  in  ilic  secret, 
and  with  them  to  concert  the  proper  measures 
fur  euiering  on  aetbn. 

You  are  tu  take  the  first,  and  every  oppor- 
tunity, of  reviewing  all  such  raiments  iii  are 
puid,  either  vttthfietbbi'j  Oik'  paki,by 


to  certify  to  us  the  numbers  and  condition  of 
ilie  several  regiments  of  horse,  ftrai,  and  dra. 

gacjiis. 

You  are  likewise  from  time  to  time  to  coiw 

resjiond  with  oaeofuur  principal  secretaries  of 
slate,  and  to  tr.aiismit  constant  accouatsof your 
proceediugs,  and  uf  all  occurrences  which 'me* 
iiappen.  * 

Given  at  our  court  at  8t.  James's  the  seventh 
day  uf  April,  1713,  in  the  eleventh  yeamf 
our  reigo.  A.  ii, 


No.  36. 

Ltnn  from  the  Stales  Dtputies  lotheBuh 
ofVmieitde,  June  i,  1713. 

My  Lord ; Tlie  States  General,  our  maiiCM, 
have  ordered  us  tu  represent  to  you,  iliai  it  is 
with  the  greatest  surprise  m (he  world,  iliey 
have  received  from  us  the  nyws  uf  the  deiH%. 
ration  yon  have  made,  iliat  you  could  nut  tut* 
dertake  any  thing  before  you  liad  received 
letters  from  England ; nnd  the  refusal  you  liava 
made  to  concur  to  n siege,  or  lo  a battle.  They 
have  directed  us  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  them  incompreneosible  and  UDaas»er> 
able ; llmt  by  this  means  hold  is  not  taken 
of  the  adviuitsge  one  has  over  the  euemy 
both  with  respect  to  the  quajiiy  nud  uuo^ 
her  of  the  Uuups,  and  with  regard  to  ih« 
situation  of  the  armies;  and  that  au  apparent 
opportuuity  is  neglected  of  obtaining,  with 
tlie  blessing  of  God,  a great  advantage  avci 
the  conuDoii  enemy;  That  this  occasion,  beiag 
once  missed,  will  perlmps  never  offer  iuelt 
any  more;  whereby  tliq  uommon  cause  will 
suffer  a lost  which  can  never  be  repaired. 

Their  high  aadmightiiiesstscannotintbeleasl 
comprehend,  that  the  order  sent  you  can  heso 
general,  ns  to  hind  you  ou  so  fair  an  opportu- 
nity as  this,  is,  from  annoying  the  enemy;  but 
iliac  it  appears  to  Cliem,  that  such  orders  miisi 
be  understood  in  a good  sense,  lo  temporise  a 
little,  in  case  the  common  came  dees  nut  there- 
by suffer  a considerable  disadvantage;  hut  not 
at  all  to  tit  idle  ill  a situiition  wercuactiuu  takes 
away  alt  hupes  from  uudcriaking  any  thisS 
hereafter,  oud  whereby  consequently  the  da- 
mage becomes  irretrievable  to  the  cunimoa 
cause,  since  the  army  remainmg  some  time 
without  doing  any  tiling,  the  furage  is  coiisunied 
and  the  operations  afterwards  become  nut  only 
very  difficult,  hut  even  impracticnble;  besato 
that  lime  is  left  thereby  to  the  enemy  to  in- 
trench themselves,  and  to  fortify  their  coimr 
try  as  much  as  they  please. 

It  is  for  all  these  reasons,  my  lord,  lliat  out 
masters  have  ciijuiaed  us  to  persuade  you  not 
to  do  BO  great  a wrong  and  prejudice  to  d|* 
cominou  cause  of  all  the  high  allies,  as  it  would 
be,  if  you  should  persist  not  to  concur  any 
way  to  tLe  opetnibiiB  of  the  campaign,  as  th® 
reaiou  of  war,  auil  tic  preseut  situiitiou  of  t^ 
iirinies,  seem  to  require  it.  They  hnvedireciw 
us  tu  support  tlieaturcsuid  re-nsons,  purliculorV 
itbU  Lba*nBy  wktb  igryu eoiuui»*i“» 
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dwnOtonlreooihtof  the  iiaiionnl  troopsof 
the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  but  likewise,  for 
the  moat  jiarr,  of  the  troops  in  the  Joint  pay 
«f  her  majesty  and  the  States,  over  which  it  is 
true,  (hat  the  eonmmnd,  as  first  and  chief  ge- 
neral, belongs  to  you ; but  as  they  ore  engaged 
by  botli  powers  together,  to  make  war,  and  to 
act  against  the  enemy,  they  cannot  tm  with- 
drawn from  to  doing  by  yon  alone,  without 
commniiicating  the  same  to  thar  high  and 
mightinesses,  and  wiiltout  their  approbatian, 
unless  one  will  act  contrary  to  the  treaties,  and 
to  the  ends  for  which  they  are  engaged.  They 
have  likewise  ordered  us  to  represent  to  you, 
iny  lord,  tliat  not  only  the  treaty  of  the  grand 
alliance  among  the  high  allies,  bat  nlsn  parti- 
calartrcHtics  made  between  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  high  and  mightinesses,  oblige  I 
her  majesty  to  carry  ontlicnar  with  vigour;  I 
but  chat  the  declaration  you  have  made,  that  I 
you  cannot  uddertoke  niiy  thing  till  further  ' 
order,  at  a time  tliat,  with  your  couitnunica- 1 
tioo  and  approbation,  the  army  marched  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  and  wherein  all  cireum- 
ttaitces  seemed  rarourahte  to  imdenake  some- 
thing, with  probable  hopes  of  success ; Such 
a declaratiou  wc  say,  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  the  said  treaties,  nor  with  the  repeated 
assurances  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  was 
pleased  to  give  tlieir  high  and  mightinesses  as 
well  by  her  letters,  as  by  the  mouth  of  the 
carl  of  Strafford,  herataboHadorextniordinnry, 
whereby  she  declared,  tliat  her  troops  should 
act  with  ns  much  vigour  as  should  be  requisite 
for  continuing  the  war. 

That,  yourself,  my  lord,  being  sent  to  that 
end  hither,  gdve  their  higli  and  mightinesfes 
the  same  assurances  of,  duebig  your  stay  at  the 
Hague. 

And  that  therefore  they  ordenB,losetiimon 
you  on  the  good  faith  of  treaties  and  alliances, 
and  upon  the  aforesaid  assurances,  to  pnsh  on 
the  aerations  of  war,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy 
as  RiDch  as  possible. 

But  in  case  you  persist  nnhappiiy  In  the  de- 
aign  not  to  order  her  inajeMy's  troops  to 
act  offensively ; our  masters  order  os  to  ask 
you,  my  lord,  if  you  will  make  aoy  difficulty  to 
employ  the  said  troops  to  cover  a siege  that 
aiigbt^  noderinken;  Provided  also,  yoo  pro- 
mise positively  to  cause  them  to  act  against  the 
enemy,  if  tliey  should  come  to  attempt  any 
thiftg' 

In  case,  my  lord,  of  an  unexpened  refusal, 
they  have  charged  ns,  to  protest  iu  the  most 
effectual  manner,  and  in  the  strong«t  teras 
(as  we  do  solemnlyby  this),a«insttbe  irretriev- 
able damage  the  State  and  their  high  allies 
aoffer  thereby,  and  against  the  prejndice  com- 
mon cause  undergoes  by  such  conduct. 

And,  that  they  niuy  know  how  to  proceed, 
we  must  nsk  you  positively,  my  lord,  wherein 
your  orders  strictly  consist  not  to  act,  how  far 
riiey  reach,  and  raw  much  one  may  depend 
upon  the  troops  of  Great  Brilain. 

Finally,  we,  rfitmire,,.  oft  (heir  |P?rf^^  nn, 
keudraiice  be  given  nf'tb'<Hri>0^’ia  joint 


to  act  acconliog  to  the  reason  of  war  in  pur> 
suance  of  the  treaties  and  solemn  engage* 

This,  my  lord,  our  masters  hare  orriered  ol 
to  represent  to  you  by  word  of  mouth,  and  m 
writing,  that  nil  the  world,  and  even  posterity, 
mny  see,  (hat  their  high  and  mightinesses, 
from  being  guilty  of  so  great  a detriment  to 
the  common  cause,  as  is  tlie  inaction  of  ihii 
day,  have  done  all  that  lay  hi  their  power  to 
prevent  the  ill  consequences  thereof,  and  that 
It  must  belong  to  oibora  (0  answer  for  the  un- 
happy events  that  might  aride  therefrom.  Vfe 
desire  you,  my  lord,  (bat  y(ni  will  please  to 
give  us  an  ansWr  in  writing  thereupon,  assn- 
tnliictary  and  speedy,  as  the  importance  of  the 
nff.iir,  and  the  interest  of  all  the  high  allies,  re- 
quire it.  Written  thus  at  the  camp  at  Avesnb 
le  Secq. 

The  4ih  Jnne,  1715.  W.  Hooft,  W.  V.  Haer- 
tsolte,  P.  F.  Vegiliin,  Vnn  Claerbe^n. 


WTiileMifJunetO,  1713.  Mr.  SeeniarySt. 

John  to  M.  ie  Torry. 

Sir;  I received,  tlie  14th  of  thismonth,  0.  S. 
by  la  Vigne,youc  dispatches  of  the  SSnd  of  the 
same  month,  N.  S.  and  I only  waited  for  the 
duke  of  Ormond’s  letters  tu  send  yOa  my  an- 
swer, These  letters  are  arrived  this  morning, 
and  at  the  same  time  yonr  courier  put  into  my 
hands  that  which  you  did  me  the  honoor  to 

rite  to  roe  the  S7th  of  lliiB  month. 

The  particulars  which  the  duke  of  Ormond 
gives  of  what  has  passed,  are  iotirely  conform- 
able to  wbat  you  observed  to  me ; and  1 have 
not  foiled  reading  all  the  dispatches  to  the 
queen.  Her  majesty,  sir,  Commands  toe  to  tell 
yoo,  that  it  iswitii  the  most  lensibledisplcasarej 
she  sees  that  the  enemies  to  peace  fiud  still  the 
means  to  retard  its  conclusion,  in  exposing  the 
negotiation  (wbicli  must  lead  us  to  it)  to  new 
difficulties  and  new  dangers.  But  as  berriia- 
I jesty  has  takrn  a firm  and  immoveable  resolu- 
ikiD,  not  to  give  way,  in  any  manoer,  to  the 
obstacles  which  shall  be  raisad,  and  tm  the 
contrary  to  continue  CO  Isbour  jointly  with  the 
king  to  W-establish  the  general  tranquillity,  she 
donbts  not  but  vre  shall  be  in  a condition  to 
make  abortive  this  lost  effort  of  tliosq,  who 
would  buy  tbeir  advantages,  or  satisfy  their 
particular  resentnienc.  at  the  cost  of  prolonging 
the  miseries  of  the  wnr.  I believe  when  you 
shall  liave  rend  over  my  letter,  you  will  be 
coDVIncer)  of  this  troth. 

I bare  this  moment  been  speaking  by  the 
queen's  order,  to  all  tbc)ministera  who  are  now 
here,  whose  princes  troops  are  in  the  sole  pay 
of  her  majesty,  or  io  her  joint  pay  witli  the 
States.  I have  declared  to  them,  in  the  name 
oftbe  queen,  ebatshe  will  look  upnn  (be  con- 
duce of  ilieir  master's  generals, 'at  this  juncture, 

os  a decbreiiaii  of  those  princes  either  for  or 
ofninit  her;  since  noihing.  ne.ed  be,  dune  to 
buttb  jSIan  which 
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the  queen  has  made,  or  to  fullnw  ilut  which  I Christian  mijesi;  wiU  hare  his  end,  •$  much 


majestv 
would  01 
would  stick 


the  lost  as  in  the  first  |>laD.  Iftliekini;^ 
break  the  ncftoiiatinns.  Iliat  her  | cepts  these  propositions,  tlie  queen  thinks  it 
persuade  herself,  that  if  thej  | convenient  for  the  interest  of  both  nations,  to 
reflect  on  it,  their  genenls  < Inlxiur  incessantly  for  a eenenil  suspensK 


momeat  to  obey  the  acdera  of  | well  by  tea  as  land,  between  Great  Britain  aod 


the  duke  of  Ormond.  But  I dednred  tn  (hem 
that  if  they  did,  tier  majesty  would  furnisli  no 
nore  pay  to  the  troops. 

1 have  given  them  (o  andorstaiid  (bat  the 
courier,  wliichl  dispalch  this  niithc  lo  the  army, 
will  carry  rha  letters  which  they  shall  ihiiik 
proper  to  write  to  their  general  officers,  upon 
what  I just  then  told  them,  and  that  it  was 
time  they  came  to  a resolution,  since  by  tlic 
same  courier  the  duke  of  Ormond  would  re* 
ceite  the  queea’s  orders  not  only  to  make  the 
aame  declnrntioni,  hue  In  rase  they  should  i 
fuse  to  obey  him,  to  put  these  de^sraiioos 
execution. 

The  queen,  sir,  persuades  hertelf  that  this 

E’oceeding  will  hardly  fail  of  having  its  effect. 

ut  she  commands  me  at  the  same  Cinie  to 
cotiimunicatetoyou  tlie  resolution  she  bns  taken 
in  case  some  of  the  foreign  troops  persist  i' 
main  with  prince  Eugene’s  army.  la  this 
tbe  duke  of  Ormond  will  retire  with  the  English 
forces, and  all  those  tJiat  will  marchoffwiih 
him,  which  will  nut  Ee,  I suppose,  the  least 
part : and  will  declare  that  the  queen  will  not 
act  any  more  against  France,  nor  pay  (hose 
that  shall.  And  her  majesty,  who  till  now  has 
kept  measures  with  bet  allirs,  driven  by  them 
lo  sucb  extremity  as  this,  will  think  herself  jus- 
tified before  God  and  men,  in  comiouine  the 
negotiation  either  nt  Utrecht  or  elsewuere, 
without  troubling  berselfif  they  concur  with  it 
or  not.  Tbu'^,  sir,  you  may  assure  yourself,  and 
I bave  order  to  promise  you  in  the  name  of  her 
majesty,  that  if  the  mnal  Christian  king  puts  the 
town,  citadel,  and  forts  of  Dunkirk  into  Uie 
queen's  bands,  notwithstanding  all  the  foreign 
tranp<,  or  part  of  chein,  refuse  to  obey  the 
duke  of  Ormond’s  orders,  and  to  retire  with 
him,  her  majesty  will  tuck  no  longer  to  conclude 
her  own  particular  peace,  but  leave  to  tlie 
other  powers  a set  time  to  submit  to  site  coo- 
diiiotis  of  the  plan  wbich  shall  be  agreed  on 
by  the  queen  and  his  most  Christian  majesty. 

See  liere,  sir,  (he  peace  is  in  the  hands  ofthe 
king ; if  the  duke  of  Ormond's  whole  army 
consents  to  tbe  suspension  of  arms,  our  first  pro- 
ject, on  which  we  are  agreed,  has  its  eflcct ; if 
they  do  not  consent,  the  Engitsh  troops  wilt 
draw  themselves  off  frum  thn^e  of  the  all  es, 
aod  the  foreign  troops  may  address  themselves 
(o  the  States  General  for  their  subsistence, 
who,  very  far  from  Iteing  able  to  supply  new 
charges,  ar^  nut  cauable  to  bear  those  they 
bave  already  upon  tneir  hands.  In  a word. 
Great  Britain  retires  from  the  stage  of  the  war. 
leaving  there  none  hut  powers  in  a weak  cun- 
dition  tu  make  head  against  France,  and  the 
peace  between  these  two  kingdoms  may  be 
concluded  in  Terr  few  weeks. 


France,  to  follsw  that  which  shall  be  esiailisb- 
ed  in  the  Diw  Countries. 

I shall  wait  with  impatience  the  return  ef 
(bis  courier ; for,  sir,  I musi  agree  with  you  that 
the  moments  are  precious  in  a conjuncture 
like  (hit.  You  will  dispatch  ai  the  same  time 


ifae  proposals  which  the  queen  has  commanded 
ne  to  tnaLeyqqt'iC.^  ^hqliiSTta  tbatbisstcHi 


if  you  please,  an  express  to  (he  duke  ofUnnnatj 
(hat  be  may  know  whnt  to  cleu<  ml  on,  aud  iiow 
lo  behave  himself.  If  you  signify  to  liimthat 
the  king  bos  ^ven  orders  to  the  officer  that 
communds  in  Dunkirk  tn  suffer  the  (ronpi  of 
tlie  queen  of  Great  Britain  (o  eoicr  tbe  plaoe, 
tlie  duke  uf  Ormond  wilt  immediHtely  do  wIim 
I have  been  idling  you.  And  in  this  cose  her 
inejasiy  will  send  from  hence  some  regioienti 
to  Cake  possession  of  that  place,  by  wliicb 
means  we  sball  avoid  loany  nhsiacies  that 
roigiic  be  fonoed,  if  this  should  be  done  fay  a 
detachment  from  the  duke  of  Ormond's  army,  u 
we  had  designed  it  should. 

Since  I have  wrote  tliis  letter,  her  intnesty 
has  taken  a resolution  to  send  the  earl  nfStral- 
ford  directly  to  the  army,  and  he  will  aei  nut 
to-fflorruw  in  the  evening,  or  SunrlHy-morning 
at  fartbett.  1 am,  &c.  H.  Sr.  Jork.  ' 


No.  28. 

Jtf,  de  Terry  to  Mr.  St. 

Marli/,  Ja/y5,  17fl 

I receive  by  la  Vigne  the  letter  you  honour, 
edtne  with  of  the  SO  June,  0.  S.  and  as  yoc 
impatiently  expect  his  return,  knowing  bo* 


precious  every  hour  is  in  tbe  present  ci 
tiire,  the  kina  commands  me  not  tn  iosi 
ment  in  sending  him  back  to  you.  You  will 
not  be  sorry  to  see  him  relomed,  since  he  rar- 
ries  for  yuu  his  majesty’s  general  approbucioa 
ofthe  queen’s  demands  you  explained  idmeby 
your  last  letter. 

You  lake  notice,  sir,  of  the  orders  her  mx* 
jevty  has  given  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  the  de> 
claratioiis  lie  is  to  make,  and  the  part  Ueshoil 
lake  10  retire  withihe  English  tnuw,  and  alt 
those  that  will  march  with  him,  if  so  be  th( 
king  puts  into  her  tnnieaty’s  hands  the  city, 
citadel,  and  forts  of  Dunkirk,  when  even  x'l 
the  foreign  troops  actually  in  her  jiav,  (eitber 
separately,  nr  jointly  with  iliose  of  the  States  1 
General,)  nr  a part  of  these  troops,  separata 
from  the  English  to  continue  under  the  com* 
raand  of  ptiuev  F.ugene.  My  last  letter,  sr> 
oomainrd  the  just  teasmis  the  king  had  to  ex- 
pect that  nil  foreign  troops  in  F.nglisb  paj 
should  follow  the  orders  and  mmioiis  of  ih« 
duke  of  Ormond,  as  a neces'orv  Condition  f« 
the  performelice  of  the  promise  his  uiaj«lj 
toarie  the  queen  ofcommitoiig  Dunkirk  to  n*f 

cu'tody:  but  as  it  appears  liy  your  letter  that 

hcf  BcpMoicrosjwtvjiK.^aseftf  , 
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the  part  of  her  iilliei,  »ill  no  longer  obterve 
reensures  wiih  llietn,  that  she  ibinki  lierseif ' 
Juscilied  before  God  and  Mnn.  not  to  scruple  j 
an;  luugerihe  conclusion  of  a particular  peace,  ' 
Iruving  CO  the  Ollier  poxers  iucerested  jn  the  | 
war,  u term  tu  submit  to  the  cooilitiuus  of  the  i 
plan  she  shall  agree  upoo  with  the  king,  that 
this  peace  may  receive iia  conclusion  in  a very 
few  weeks,  and  ihai  Great  UiicaiD,  enjoying  a 
glorious  peace,  will  leave  llie  whole  weight  of 
Uie  war  tu  such  powers  whom  eiiimosily  shall 
engage  to  act  against  France,  but  who  at  the 
same  time  will  be  in  too  poor  a condition  to 
make  head  againstber.  All  these  leasuns,  to 
fully  exjilaiii^  in  your  letter,  being  agreeable 
to  tifb  senliineuiB  of  his  majesty,  liave  deter- 
mined him  to  give  his  orders  ibr  pernultiug  the 
queen's  troops  to  enter  into  Dunkirk.  The 
messenger  charged  wiili  these  orders  is  guiog  lu 
carry  tlieiu  to  Marslml  Villars,  as  at  the  same 
time  I return  la  Vigne  to  yuu;  and  you  may 
tie  certain  the  duke  of  Ormond  will  receive  ad- 
vice of  tbeiii  lo-moitotv  ilie  Clh  of  this  instant. 

I hope  the  earl  of  SirafTord  will  be  wiih  him  at 
that  time,  and  that  the  conclusion  of  a good 

Erace,  at  least  between  .France  and  Great 
ricaiu,  will  iiumelliately  follow  bis  arrival  at 
Utrecht.  I beg  leave,  sir,  to  muke  my  com- 
pliineotg  to  you  on  lliis  occasion,  and  du  it  with 
the  greater  assurance  in  (indiog  by  your  letter 
tbat  all  difficulties  are  surmounted. 

Tbe  king,  sir,  very  well  approves  of  your 
propositiun  in  agreeing  immediately  upon  a 
general  cessation  of  all  Imstilities  between  tlie 
two  natwDS,  as  well  by  sea  as  laud.  Those 

Ciple  who  have  suflered  so  many  years  tbe 
■tlieo  and  mirfurciines  of  the  war,  caouot  too 
sunn  taste  ilie  sweetness  of  ibe  peace.  'Tis 
my  opinion  this  agreement  ought  tu  Im  signed 
at  Utrecht,  and  I suppose  you  wilUend  her  ma- 
jesty’s orders  tu  her  plenipotentiaries,  quiess 
you  think  some  other  method  niny  sooner  ter- 
minate thisadair. 

Tis  with  greater  satisfaction  than  ever,  that 
I assure  you  do  one  can  be  with  greater  troth, 
than  f nnij  frn.  De  ToRCT. 


No.  29. 

rie  TreiITT  for  a Sutpemion  of  Armt  bttteen 
Great  Brilaia  and  France. 

Anne  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  Great 
Britain.  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith,  6cc.  Tu  ail  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
greeltug.  \Vhere*sour  right  tru-ty,  and  well- 
behired  cousin,  Henry  Viscount  Boliogbnike, 
Lord  St.  Jiihn.  Biiruii  of  Lidiard  Tregoie,  of 
our  privy  council,  and  one  o(  our  prmcipsl  »c- 
crclarRV  of  State,  by  viitue  of  the  full  power 
which  we  havegniiiced  him  ; and  John  Hsptist 
Colbert,  Luiglit,  marquis  of  ToVey  Croissy, 
Sable,  Boib  Daupliin  and  other  places,  coun- 
sellor of  our  most  dear  broilirr  the  inott  chi  is- 
tian  king,  ininistcr  and  secretary  of  state,  cum- 
mandpr,  chancellor,  and  keeper  of  the  seals  of 
the  hniglits  at;  Jiis  erdet>po»tm«l*r 
VoL,  Vll."'  ’’  ‘ ' 
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France,  by  virtue  also  of  the  full  power  given 
him,  have  signed  a treaty  of  suspeDiioD  ufarms, 
the  Sib  of  this  instant  August,  O.  S.  171g,  in 
the  following  words. 

As  there  is  reason  to  expect  a happy  sue* 
cess  of  the  eouferenees  held  at  Uiiecht,  by 
tlie  care  of  llieir  Britannic  and  most  cliristiaa 
majesties,  for  .the  rc-establiibing  a general 
pence;  and  as  they  thought  it  necesiuirr  Co 
prevent  all  the  events  of  war  wliicli  may  disturb 
I the  present  state  of  the  iifgntiut'uns;  their 
I soil!  roHjettiei,  earnestly  desiring  the  liappineM 
uf  Christenduin,  have  agreed  upon  it  sus|Kidsiqd 
I of  arms,  as  tbe  most  certain  means  to  oLlaiu 
that  general  good  which  they  propose  to  ibeni- 
selves ; and  idtliough  her  Britannic  mqjesty  has 
DOC  hitherto  been  ^le  to  persuade  her  eiliescu 
enter  into  the  same  semimtois,  the  refusal  tliey 
make  Co  fallow  them,  not  being  a sufficient  reu> 
sun  fur  liinderiog  Ids  most  Christian  niajescy  tp 
shew,  by  eOeccual  proofs,  tbe  desire  he  bas  to 
reestablish,  as  soon  as  possible,  a perfect 
friendsliip  nnd  sincere  correspondence  between 
the  quevn  of  Great  Britain  and  liimsidf,  anti  the 
kingdoms,  dumiiiloos,  and  suljecis,  of tlieic ma- 
jesties, his  said  most  Christian  majesty,  after 
having  trusted  tiie  English  troops  with  tba 
keeping  of  ihe  town,  citadel,  and  forts  of  Dun- 
kirk, as  a pledge  of  liis  sincerity,  consents  and 
promises,  ns  lUe  queen  of  Great.  BriCuiii  pro- 
mises also  00  her  part, 

1.  That  there  shall  be  a general  cessation  of 
all  undertakings  and  military  actions,  and  ge- 
nerally of  all  hostilities  between  ilie  armies, 
troops,  fleets,  squadrons,  and  sliipi  of  llieir 
Britannic  niicl  most  Christian  majesties,  during 
the  time  of  four  months,  to  coutmciice  from 
the  22d  of  tins  instant  August,  to  the  S3d  uf 
December  next. 

2.  The  same  suspension  stmll  be  established 
betweei^  the  garrisiuis  nnd  (ruops,  which  their 
majesiics  have  for  ilie  defence  and  keeping  of 
iheirtowns  in  alt  the  places  where  their  anus 
are  acting  or  mgy  act,  wlieiher  it  be  by  land  or 
by  sea,  nr  other  waters,  in  such  a maimer  as  if 
it  shnuld  happen,  tiiat  during  Che  time  gf  ll>« 
siRpeusion,  the  same  shonlrl  be  violated  by  any 
of  the  parlies,  by  the  taking  of  one  nr  sereiiJ 
pieces  either  by  attack,  surprise,  or  privaic  in- 
telligence, in  any  part  of  tlie  world  whatsoever, 
iliac  prisoners  should  be  made,  or  any  othur 
acts  uf  hostility  cnmmitied,  by  sunu-  uiiexpectv 
eii  accident,  such  ns  those  whtah  cannot  b« 
prevented,  contrary  to  the  present  ctsiiitnin  uf 
arms  I This  conimveiition  shall  be  laithfully 
innde  upon  citlier  side  without  delayer  'lilb- 
culcy,  restoring  without  the  least  dissiuiuintiOn 
uljut  shall  hare  been  taken,  and  secchig  u*  t— 
berty  the  prisoners  without  asking  nny  thing 
li.r  their  ransom  or  for  their  eipeucu. 

3.  To  prevent  likewise  alt  causes  of  com- 
plained iind  disputes  which  might  arise  upon 
account  nf  ihe  ships,  goods,  tir  other  edects, 
which  sbiill  be  taktu  at  .sen,  during  the  time 
of  Che  suspenrion,  it  is  reapectivriy  agretd, 
ihnC  the  said  ships,  goods,  nnd  eUects,  uliicli 
shall  be  Ukeu  in  tbe  clianuel,  aod  in  tba 
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Borcbem  9c«s,  aftM  tbe  (pace  of  (<*elve  da;i, 
to  reckon  ftom  tbe  (ignii^  of  ibe  »aid  (pspen- 
aioo,  (hall  reciprocally  m restored  on  botli 
sides.  TImt  ihe  time  sball  be  of  six  vreek*  for 
(he  prizes  taken  from  (he  ciiaimel,  the  British 
and  Mortliern  sees  to  (be  Cape  St.  Viocenu 
And  likewise  of  six  weeks  from  and  bejonil  that 
Caps  to  Che  Line,  either  in  the  ooeaii  or  io  (be 
Medicerraneaii. 

Fioalij  of  six  months  beyond  the  Line,  and 
in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  worM,  wiihouc  any 
exception  or  nilier  more  particnltr  distinction 
of  time  or  place. 

4.  As  the  same  suspension  shall  be  observed 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  her  Brilannic  majesty  promises,  that 
none  of  her  men  of  war,  or  mercliaots  ships, 
llnops,  or  other  vessels,  belonging  to  her 
Britannic  majesty,  or  to  her  subjects,  shall  be 
bereafler  employed  to  ironsport  or  convoy  into 
Portugal,  CnCAlonia,  orany  of  the  places  where 
they  make  war  at  present,  any  troops,  horees, 
arms,  doaths,  and  in  general  any  provisions 
■ad  ammunition. 

3.  However  her  Britannic  najes^  sliall  he 
at  liberty  to  causa  troops,  ammunitions,  provi> 
dons,  and  other  necessaries,  to  be  transported 
to  tbe  places  of  Gibralmr  and  Port  Mahon  of 
which  she  is'acloally  in  possession,  and  which 
(be  is  to  keep  by  the  treaty  of  peace  to  be 
made;  os  al^  to  witlidraw  from  Spain  the 
FngUsh  troops,  and  generally  all  the  effects 
beloDging  to  ber  in  lliat  kingdom,  eitlier  to 
transport  them  to  the  island  of  Minorca,  or  to 
bring  them  into  Great  Britain,  nitlioat  the 
mM  transports  being  thought  contrary  to  the 
suspeasieo. 

6.  Tlte  qneen  of  Great  Britain  may  also, 
wiebnue  vialating  the  suspension,  lend  her  ships 
to  transport  into  Portugal  the  troops  of  that 
nation,  which  are  at  present  in  Catalonia,  and 
to  transport  to  Italy  the  German  troops,  which 
are  likewise  in  (he  same  province. 

r.  Iiomediately  afler  that  this  present  treaty 
of  sospension  shall  have  been  declared  in  Spain, 
the  king  engages  hiuiself  to  have  the  blockade 
of  Gibraltar  raised,  and  tirnt  tlie  English  gar- 
rison, as  well  as  the  merchants  who  shall  be  in 
thni  place,  may  freely  live,  ac^  and  trade, 
with  Che  Spaniards. 

The  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty  shall 
be  exchanged  on  both  sides  within  tlie  lime  of 
a fortnight,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  testimony  whereof,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
orders  and  powers  wbicb  we  unilerwritten  have 
received  from  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  and 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  our  raislrc-ss  and 
master,  have  signed  these  presents,  and  hare 
enured  the  seals  of  our  ortos  to  be  uliixed 
thereto.  Given  at  Paris,  August  19, 1713. 

(LS.)  iBot-IHOBIlOCE. 

(L  S.)  Colbert  De  Torct. 

We  hare  seen  and  considered  the  treaty 
above  written,  have  approved,  ratified,  and  con- 
firmed tbe  same,  in  all  and  every  one  of  its 
articlm;  aswe  do  by  these  p^s^ntt  approve. 
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ratify,  and  confirm  it,  promiting  and  engagrtM, 
our  royal  word,  jhai  we  will  faithfully  and  ^ 
violiibly  perform  and  observe  all  things  cots- 
taioed  therein,  and  that  we  will  never  ditectiy 
or  indirectly  violate  the  same ; for  tbe  greater 
testimony  and  validity  whereof  we  bare  caused 
oar  great  seal  of  Great  Britain  to  be  affixed 
to  these  presents ; which  we  have  signed  with 
our  royal  band.  Given  in  onr  castle  at  Wind, 
sor,  tiia  ISth  day  of  August,  1713.  In  |]« 
eleventli  year  of  our  reign. 

AvkxR. 


Lorit  Pkaipotenliariet  to  LordBolingiroke, 

I iSrptonfier  S,  1713. 

In  nur  last  of  tbe  SOtli  past,  we  gave  ynur 
lordship  an  account  of  tbe  disposition  things 
were  in  here  tn  renew  the  geseml  conferencei, 
and  that  the  next  day  we  were  to  know  of  the 
French  when  we  were  to  begin ; we  have  sinu 
spoke  with  them  twice,  the  last  time  this  moru> 
big,  but  without  coming  to  any  conclufioi, 
tliey  thinking  it  necessary  to  recuni  such  an 
answer  Co  our  proposal,  as  appears  to  us  to  ba 
contrary  to  the  honour  of  ber  majesty’s  speech  > 
Tbe  case  is  this; 

In  her  majesty’s  speech  it  is  expressed. 
That  the  Dutch  are  to  have  the  entire  barrier 
as  demanded  in  1709,  except  two  or  thtte 
places  Bi  most. 

The  French  ministers  insist,  that  they  mast 
have  Lisle,  as  an  equivalent  for  Dunkirk,  and 
that  (be  same  is  not  to  be  understood  as  one  of 
die  three  places  mentioned  in  the  speech,  and 
'consequently  that  they  must  in  all  have  four 
I of  the  places  meatioaed  in  tbe  demands  of 
1709. 

This  to  us  appeals  to  be  altogether  incoo- 
sisient  with  what  her  majesty  has  declared,  and 
we  accordingly  tliiuk  it  contrary  to  our  duty  to 
bring  on  a confetence  in  wbicb  such  an  expli- 
cation is  to  be  made. 

The  French  ministers  on  the  other  hand 
have  shewed  us  their  orders,  which  positively 
require  them  to  inrist  upon  the  restitution  of 
Tonmayaswellas  Lisle,  and  that  (hey  bynu 
means  consent  to  the  cessiou  of  Maubeauge  or 

We  have  in  vain  pressed  them  to  speak  st 
first  ill  terms,  as  general  ns  out  proposal  is  con- 
ceived in;  they  think  it  necessary  to  be  par- 
ticular and  exprAS  in  that  point  above  all 
Olliers,  because  they  shall  otherwise  have  tied 
themselves  up,  and  given  the  Doich  an  ad- 
vantage ! tbe  result  of  a very  long  debate  wat, 
that  we  resolved  not  to  uroc^  to  aconfereoca 
till  this  point  bedciermined : and  as  the  French 
ministers  profess  llieir  orders  are  so  plain,  tha* 
they  neither  need  norenn  ndmitany  explication, 
wenlso  think  the  matter  ns  plain  on  our  side, 
nor  can  conceive  from  whence  the  exped'ci't 
shall  come. 

We  humbly  hope  onr  zeal  for  hertnajeslJ* 
honour  will  be  graciously  approved,  and  that 
wetlinU  be  directed  what  further  we  at* 
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do  in  thil  TDatter^  ^bich  wt  npprebcnij  niny  be 
of  a dcciiire  conse<{uence ; fur  we  find  Umie 
among  (be  Dutcli  wlio  appear  to  be  niire  cor- 
dially diaposed  to  such  a pence,  os  inny  re- 
(scabli^li  nguod  harmony  between  lier  imijesty 
and  the  States,  wbicli  they  ca!ie  to  be  absolutely 
aecetsary  for  our  tnulual  pretervalioo ; ne  find 
them  fully  resolved  eitlier  lu  retain  Tuuinay 
and  have  Condfi  yielded  to  tliem,  (though  we 
think,  if  necessity  require,  they  may  lie  per- 
suadeil  to  let  fall  the  Inter, ] or  to  take  one  of 
these  two  courses;  natnely,  either  lo  come 
into  any  terms  that  France  pleases,  or  continue 
the  war  at  all  baaards ; the  former  may  in  our 
opinion,  be  more  probable  Uian  the  latter,  the 
poiuts  of  commerce  beineso  very  easy  to  be 
accommodated,  and  other  equivalents  not  so 
very  difficult,  ilnd  if  they  should  by  such  a 
motive  of  despair  get  the  start  of  us,  it  may 
happen  lo  lessen  the  consideration  France  now 
shews  for  her  majesty's  friendship. 

We  bail  wrote  thus  fiir  when  the  French 
plenipoieotiaries  desired  to  come  to  os,  mid 
oeing  come,  acquainted  us,  that  they  h^  Just 
received  orders  by  a courier  about  the  affront 
pone  to  M.  Mesnager  by  count  Rechteren, 
which  directed  them  to  dissire  us  to  let  the 
States  General  know,  that  bis  most  christien 
majesty  expects  the  Stntes  shall  in  a public 
manner  disavow  the  said  Count ; and  then  re- 
move him  from  the  congress : they  added,  that 
this  satisfactioB  is  to  precede  any  further  ne- 
gotiation. 

No.  31. 

Lord  Bolittgbroke  to  the  Lords PUitipotenliariet, 
Sfplembtr  to,  1713. 

Since  I wrote  what  is  above,  I have  been 
obliged  to  defer  dispatching  my  letter,  which 
has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  ray  lord 
Lexington,  who  is  resolved  to  he  setting  out  for 
Spain  by  the  end  of  this  week ; so  that  1 hope 
bis  lordship  will  get  to  Madrid  in  good  time  to 
be  there  at  the  assembling  of  the  Cories. 
Vour  lordships  will,  I presume,  think  fit  to  cor- 
respond with  him  upon  all  matcen  relating  to 
your  joint  negotiation;  and  I believe  the  best 
way  will  be  to  have  your  correspondence  pass 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Prior.  I have  given 
Ilia  lo^ship  a copy  of  the  cypher  which  was 
nude  for  the  use  of  the  foreign  ministers  in  any 
province  Co  write  to  another.  Mr.  Prior  lias  . 
likewise  a copy  of  the  same,  so  that  your  lord- 
ships  may  by  that  means  more  conveniently  i 
carry  on  the  correspondence.  I am  now  to 
apeak  to  your  lordships  coucerning  the  dispute 
mentioned  to  be  arisen  in  yours  of  lhe2dof 
September,  between  your  lordships  and  the 
ministeraofFrance;  it  is  certain,  ihacatthe 
time  when  the  queen  eommunicnted  from  the 
throne  a general  sketch  of  the  project  of  peace, 
the  Fren^  would  have  been  glad,  huving  Lisle 
os  an  equivalent  for  Dunkirk,  to  hove  saved 
€ondfi,  and  Maubeuge,  and  to  have  departed 
fromToamay;  this  your  lordships  have  reason 
tobtMuibilcofaswellMli  and  you  caanoc 


but  observe,  that  in  tlie  plan  brought  hither  by 
the  abliot  Ganltier,  the  king  of  France  begs 
forTournay,  rather  than  insists  upon  it;  but 
amongst  many  other  ill  consequeners,  which 
the  ouacrouuiahle  obstinacy  of  the  Dutch  bos 
produced,  and  will  I fear  continue  to  produce, 
this  is  one,  tliat  the  French  are  encouraged  to 
refuse  what  they  only  endeavoured  to  save. 
The  plan  above'mentinued  was  understood  to 
be  nothing  mure  than  the  ultimatum  of  the 
offers  of  France,  and  almost  every  article  in  it 
might  have  been  improved  and  tiuiit  upon,  if 
the  allies  had  then  unanimously  resumed  the 
conferences;  but  Frunce  has  now  gathered 
strength  by  nur  ilivisioiis,  and  is  grown  sangnins 
enough  CO  re-estahlish  die  same  plan  as  the  ul- 
timatum of  her  concessions.  I say  thus  much 
to  your  lordships,  upon  a subject  which  is  trite 
enough,  only  to  introduce  this  proposition,  that 
die  Dutch  have  nobody  (u  blame  hut  themselves, 
as  I believe  your  lordships  once  very  justly 
told  them,  if  dteir  terms  of  peace  should  fall 
short  even  of  those  contmned  in  her  majesty’s 
speech.  Her  majesty,  my  lords,  is  sensible  of 
die  concern  m hicb  you  express  for  her  lionnor, 
and  will  nut,  you  may  be  sure,  suffer  herself  to 
be  a party  lo  any  thing  which  may  appear  con- 
tradictory ID  what  she  has  once  advanced ; 
but  there  is  more  in  the  present  case,  and  al- 
though perhaps  the  yielding  ofTouruay  might 
be  reconciled  to  the  terms  ef  her  speech,  yet 
should  the  queen  consent  this  expusUion  of  it, 
such  content  would  be  almost  a formal  ao 
quiescence  to  the  restoration  of  this  place  to 
France,  and  this,  ray  lords,  is  wbat  lirr  majesty 
will  avoid  ; she  will  by  no  means  side  with 
France,  to  tie  down  her  allies  in  any  Instance, 
and  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret  chat  she  sees 
them  persevere  in  a conduct,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily give  the  enemy  an  advantage  over 
them  i on  the  other  hand,  the  queen  thinks  that 
whilst  they  continue  to  refuse  to  come  into 
her  measures,  she  is  under  no  obligation  of 
entering  very  far  into  contention  for  them.  I 
hope,  the  suluiion  of  this  difficulty  will  come 
from  France  ; aud  that  when  they  hare  so 
many  other  quarrels  to  decide,  that  court  wilt 
go  back  from  a measure,  which  must  involve 
them  in  a dispute  with  the  queen.  I had  al- 
most forgot  to  say,  that  1 have  reason  to  think 
that  if  the  Dutch  were  come  to  some  consist- 
ency amongst  dieutsclves,  and  it  was  certain 
what  would  bring  them  into  the  peace,  the 
French  would  be  less  siif  on  their  score. 


No.  59. 

lord  BoSngbroke  to  Mr.  Prior,  September  10, 
1713.  O.S. 

I was  equally  surprised  and  vexed  to  find, 
that  by  the  uncouth  way  of  explniriiiig  the 
queen’s  sense,  you  liad  been  led  to  irangine, 
that  it  was  intended  my  lord  I.exiiigton  should 
make  any  difficulty  of  seeing  and  compliment- 
ioi  the  king  ofSpatn  ns  such. 

W«  spent  above  ihise  hours  m penning  mv 
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nutea  yeaterdaj'  Dpan  tbi*  hmd,  which  was  loi^ 
ago  adjusted.  I suppose  the  instruclioos  will 
be  ac  Use  clear ; but  mv  lord  Lexioglun  having 
been  present  at  the  debate,  bis  uuderstaading 
of  Uie  mattermill  make  amends  for  any  dark 
ambiKauus  article  vrbich  may  be  in  them. 

Uartiiiouth  is  to  cammuuicatc  the  queen’s 
orders  herein  to  you,  that  so  you . may  be  nble 
to  s.aasty  the  Fiencli  mioisters,  and  they  (oprt^ 
pure  die  Spanish  iDinisteis;  however,  I will 
venture  to  tell  you  iu  a few  words  what  1 un- 
deniaiiri  is  to  be  the  measure  of  lord  Lexing- 
toil's  conduct.  As  soon  as  lie  errivrs  at 
Itiadrid,  he  wjl  notify  his  arrival  to  the  Secre* 
tary  nf  State,  he  wilf,  when  he  sees  this  mi- 
nisivr,  let  him  know,  that  tbe  queen  has  sent 
him  ihither  to  comiilimem  the  king  in  her  name, 
tu  he  a niiuess  uf  the  several  lenuucbiions, 
and  other  nets  requisite  to  complete  the  execu- 
tiuii  of  the  article,  agreed  upon  as  necessary  to 
prevent  the  union  uf  the  two  monarchies ; chat 
after  (Ills,  he  is  to  proceed  to  settle  such  mat- 
ters ufcammerce,  and  other  alTnirs,  as  are  for 
the  mutual  interest  of  both  naciuns,  ami  to 
take  the  character  of  ambassador  upon  him; 
my  lord  ml]  ut  the  umc  time  produce  hb 
crecbntials,  and  give  the  secretary  a copy  of 
(hem  if  lie  desires  it.  In  tlib  conference  he  , 
will  forilier  cake  notice  nf  tbe  several  cessions  j 
made  by  the  king  ofl'rance,  in  behalf  ol  his 
graiidsoo,  to  the  queen;  and  will  speak  ofi 
Chem  as  points  which  be  luuks  upon  to  be 
courluded.  lie  will  likewise  give  a memorial 
uftiiem  ill  writing,  signeil  by  himself,  Co  the 
secretary  and  expect  ftuen  bitu,an  assent  in  the 
king's  nume,  in  writing  also,  and  signed  by  the 

Secretary. 

This  seems  natural,  civil,  aud  unexception- 
able ; but  any  other  scheme  is  absurd  and  iii- 
consistciic  with  all  the  rest  of  our  proceedings. 

fur  God  sake,  Dear  Mntt.  hide  (lie  naked- 
ness of  iby  Country,  and  give  the  best  turn  cby 
fertile  brnin  will  furnish  thee  with,  to  die 
blunders  of  thy  countrymen,  who  are  not 
Diuch  letter  pnliiicians  chan  tbe  French  arc 

I have  writ  in  great  haste  a prodigioos  long 
Jetter  10  M.  de  Torcy,  which,  I believe,  he 
will  shew  you;  hut,  fur  fear  he  should  not,  I 
inclose  ill  this  an  extract  ufparcofic,  which 
relatis  to  a matter  that  has  given  turd  trea- 
surer and  yuur  liumble  acrmnl  no  small  trouble 
incabiiiec  The  copy  of  the  plentpoteutlaries 
dispatch  of  tbe  Sd  uf  Septemlier,  wuicli  1 like- 
wise send  you,  will  shew  you  how  ft  dispute, 
now  on  foot  lit ’Utrecht,  Cegun  ; you  will  ob- 
serve that  ibcic  Iord:liips  are  v ery  nnriu  in  it, 
and  I can  astute  yuu  we  have  those  who  are 
notaj'it  cooler. 

The  Bolutiiin  of  this  diSiculty  must  cnine 
from  you;  it  is  inattvrofmniinavnieniaiidap- 
peariinceiuore  tlianofsulistaiu'e;  and  the  court 
ufFunce  must  be  less  politic  than  1 think 
them  "t  any  time,  anil  more  unreasonable 
Uinn  I .liiiik  them  at  this  lime,  no' to  come 
into  n tcmperenicni  ujinnn  matter  lOtiiecesK.irily 
Uajied.  You  must  b^in  by  making  M.  He 


[cUtiil 

I Torcy  nut  only  to  understand,  but  own  be  do. 
dentands,  the  proposition  which  I am  sure  he 
remembers,!  more  than  once  repeated  to  hna 
when  I was  in  France,  upon  various  occasions, 
and  which  I have  again  stated  as  dearly  u I 
am  able.  The  qaecn  can  never  do  ony  thine, 
which  shall  look  like  a direct  restraint  on  li«r 
allies  from  demanding  what  they  judge  nec«». 
sary ; but  as  long  as  they  net  the  part,  wiiich 
they  now  do,  she  can  very  justly  be  passive  and 
neuier  as  to  their  interests;  and  it  her  peace 
beinude  before  (linrs,  which  she  will  not  delay 
for  them,  she  can  witli  tbe  snine  justice  leave 
I them  to  mnke  their  own  bargain.  This  is  ad- 
^ vantage  enough  for  France,  nnd  such  an  one 
I fairly  speaking,  as  a ytur  ugo  they  would  liave 
given  inuro  tlnm  Touinny  lu  have  been  sure  of; 
iheyminst  not  therefore  press  us  to  go  further 
than  this,  nor  do  any  thing  which  may  seen 
contradictory  Co  what  the  queen  delivered 
from  (he  throne.  I'liut  speech  they  liave  al- 
ways owned  as  the  plan  they  submitted  to,  and 
it  varies  butUitJe  from  that  brought  hither  by 
Gaultier. 

In  a word,  the  use  which  tbe  French  will 
make  of  the  unaccountable  obstinacy  uf  the 
Dutch  and  other  allies,  may  in  several  respects, 
and  particularly  for  ought  1 know  in  dm  in- 
stance of  Tuurnay,  give  them  an  opportunity 
of  saving  and  gaining  mure  than  they  could 
have  hoped  for;  aud  die  queen  may  in  tbe  pre- 
sent rircuinst.'inces  coDtribuie  passively  to  cliis 
end,  but  sctively  she  never  can  in  any  circum- 
stances. 

I think  in  my  .own  opioinn,  and  1 believe 
speak  the  queen’s  upon  this  occasion,  that  it 
were  better  the  Frcncli  should  in  tbe  course  of 
die  treaty  declare,  (hat  wiiaiever  they  intended 
to  hate  given  the  Dutch,  when  die  queen  spoke 
fromtlie  throue,  their  conduct  lias  been  such 
and  the  situation  of  affairs  so  altered,  that  tbe 
king  is  resolved  to  have  Tournay  restored  to 
him;  Isnyl  believe  this  were  better,  than  to 
expect  that  we  should  consent  to  an  exposition 
of  die  qacen's  words,  by  wbicl)  her  majesty 
tvouid  yield  the  town  Up. 

Let  the  coDferences  begm  as-  soon  as  they 
can,  I dare  say,  business  will  not  be  very 
speedily  dispatciicd  in  them ; in  the  mean  time 
we  shall  go  on  to  ripen  every  thing  for  s con- 
clusion between  us  and  Savoy,  and  France, 
and  Spain,  and  this  is  the  true  point  of  view 
winch  the  French  ought  to  have  before  their 

You  will  be  very  shortly  pnnicularly  and 
fully  instructed  to  settle  tbe  article  of  Nurdi 

America,  nnd  (hose  points  of  commerce  still 
untietennineil ; tliat  oinie,  die  unnisters  may 
sign  at  Utreicht,  as  soon  as  tliey  can  hear  froio 
ford  Lcxiiigion. 

My  ford  Darttniiuih  writes  to  you  concern' 
ing  a clamour  kIiilIi  our  merc'  anis  Itave  raised 
B«  if  iindvr  prueore  of  not  currying  to  lushon 
or  hicrctfiiiiio,  ‘ lies  provisiunis  de  Guetraou  de 
nnncii,’  'Ixy  shall  he  debarred  fnim  th®'’ 
u-niil  iMllic  of  com  and  fish,  which  at  ili“* 
places  there  are  great  deaianda  for  in  time  ul 
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pence,  B8  well  ni  wtr,  and  without  eny  c^n- 
aideratioo  of  the  armiet;  the  diSiciilty  ss  to 
Lisbon  seems  to  be  remored  by  ihe  Portuguese 
submitiiug  to  come  into  the  suspension  of  arms, 
end  he  pro[>o$ea  to  you  an  expedient  as  to 
Barcelone;  but  in  truth  that  war  must  be  ended 
of  course  now,  since  the  queen  supports  it  no 
longer,  and  the  Dutdi  are  recalling  their  fleet 
from  the  streights.  The  duke  of  Argyle  is 

Eing  immediately  now  away,  and  the  t^ment 
comes  to  Minorca  he  draws  to  him  esery 
thing  belouging'to  the  queen  out  of  Catalonia; 
the  imperiaf  troops  must  in  my  opinion  that 
moment  submit,  and  compouud  for  transpor- 
tation ; niid  when  the  war  is  at  on  end,  I think 
there  can  be  no  pretence  of  quarrelling  witli 
os  for  carrying  our  goods  to  the  people  of  the 
country.  | 

It  is  now  three  a clock  iu  the  morniog ; I 
have  been  hard  at  work  all  day,  and  am  not 
yet  enough  recovered  to  benv  much  fatigoe; 
excuse  therefore  the  confuseduess  nfthis scroll, 
which  is  only  from  Harry  to  Matt,  aud  not 
from  the  secretary  to  the  minister. 

Your  credentials  of  minister  plenipotentiary 
wHi  be  sent  you,  together  with  your  full  powers 
by  the  next  boat  j and  before  duke  Hamilton 
goes  I will  move  to  have  you  removed  to 
Utrecht,  which  there  will  be  a naiurol  Iiandle 
for.assoon  as  you  shall  settle  the  points  of 
commerce,  and  jn  doing  that,  have  given  the 
last  stroke  to  the  Gmshing  the  treaty  with 
France. 

Make  my  compliments  to  madam  Teriol,  and 
let  her  know  that  I have,  I hope,  put  her  affair 
into  a way  of  being  finished  to  her  satisfaction. 

I have  spoke  very  enmesily  to  Maffei,  and  have 
used  the  proper  arguments  to  him. 

Adieu.  My  pen  is  ready  to  drop  out  of  my 
hand : believe  that  no  man  loves  you  better 
or  is  more  faithMIy  yours,  Sic.  Boubobhoke. 

P.  S.  I had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you  that 
the  queen  is  pleased  to  discharge  the  Maresrbal 
Tallard's  parole  s which  you  may  assure  him, 
with  my  compliments,  of,  and  give  any  signifi- 
calion  necessary  in  form. 

No.  33. 

Lori  BoUiiibroke  to  de  Torey,  Stpt.  10. 

o.s. 

Your  honour  and  mine,  which  are  equally 
dear  to  me,  will  be  equally  preserved  ns  lur^ 
as  we  keep  to  that  winch  I have  bml  permission 
to  tell  you,  concerning  ti>e  queen's  intentions 
upon  tiie  geneml  plan  of  tlie  peace.  You  will 
remrmber,  Sir,  I represented  to  you  tint  the 
conduct  Ilf  her  majesty  in  respect  to  the  inter- 
est of  her  allies,  was  in  some  measure  deter- 
mined hy  their  behaviour;  that  the  violent 
measures  which  they  have  taken  to  thwart  the 
nqtotmtion,  had  the  effect  of  puitiug  the  queen 
'io  a condition  of  mnking  the  peace  without 
wailing  for  their  concurrence ; that  in  tins 
case  her  majesty  would  declare  to  them,  that 
she  bad  sigr.t^rtb»''.tfen(S'-i(vkhi  Fnincit!  Andt 


Spain ; and  chat  she  would  propose  to  them 
the  plan  brought  by  tbc  abbot  Gaultier,  as 
that,  upon  which  they  must  make  the  peace; 
and  that  for  the  future  she  would  hare  theta 
know,sbccouId  act  no  otherwise  than  by  her 
good  offices,  as  a common  friend  to  all  parties. 
You  will  aim  remember,  Sir,  that  X bad  the 
honour  to  tell  you,  that  in  case  tbc  Dutch  par* 
ticulariy,  or  tbc  other  allies,  should  take  care 
of  (he  part  of  enuring  before  the-conclusionof 
the  queen’s  peace,  into  concert  with  her  ma- 
jesn,  we  must  then  keep  the  more  measures 
with  them,  the  [compassioa  of  the  people  in 
England  would  be  moved,  and,  the  ministers 
of  the  queen  be  obliged  to  male  step*,  which 
in  Uie  other  case  they  would  absolutely  refuse 
to  do. 

You  see.  Sir,  what  I advanced  in  France  by 
order  of  her  mujesiy,  and  what  1 this  dny  re- 
peat by  thesame  order,  and  what  you  will  find 
puoctually  perfurmed. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  king  seem  to 
r^uire  of  us  something  more,  when  they  in- 
sist that  ibe  queen's  ministers  should  propose 
the  holding  a conference  which  should  bs 
opened  by  a proposition,  which  appears  in  some 
measure  contrary  to  whnt  the  queen  lias  said 
in  her  speech,  concerning  the  barrier  for  the 
States,  m the  dispute  that  is  arisen  between 
yuur  plenipotentiaries  and  ours.  The  question 
IS  not  to  know  whether  Tournay  shall  be  res- 
tored to  the  king  or  not,  for  in  order  to  obtain 
this  place,  it  is  not  necessary  ihut  you  should 
begin  in  making  this  specitic  declaration. 

But  the  question  is  to  knovv  whether  the 
queen  should  declare  fiirmally,  and  fiom  ibis 
time,  that  Tournay  shall  be  restored  to  b'raoce; 
for  that  would  he  declaring  a cunstot  to  the 
explanntinn  whicliyonr  ministers  would  give  to 
this  artide  of  the  speech.  Not  tnswella  letter 
too  much,  which  seems  already  to  become 
Bomenlmt  tedious,  I must  refer  myself  to  what 
Mr.  Prior  will  have  the  bouour  to  tell  yon 
upon  this  head and  1 will  coucent  m^f 
with  saying,  that  as  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  out 
an  expedient,  I hope  we  shall  ovoid  every  thing 
that  might  occasion  a dispute  between  toe  mi- 
nisters  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Tbe  corl  of  Dartmouth  sends  twelve  pus- 
ports  for  the  ships  tliat  are  ready  to  sail  fur  tbe 
West  Indies,  which  the  king  of  Spain  desires; 
ami  Mr.  Trior  will  immediately  put  them  into 
your  bands. 

No.  3*. 

O^mq/TBABCE/oEKOLiKD  oUb  tie  De- 
mandsjor  Euclaxv,  and  t/ie  King’tJn- 

],  Tlic  king  promises  to  oonsent  without 
difficulty  to  all  what  is  contained  in  the  1st, 
Sd.  3d,  4ih,  luid  fith,  ortidea  of  the  speeifie 
deinamls  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain. 

9.  The  king  will  cause  all  the  fortifications 
of  Dunkirk  to  be  detnolbbed,  as  well  those  of 
the  town,  as  of  the  citadel,  the  risebanks,  nud 
fltheri|wrs.v.tpffM4»  apace  of  two 
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jnoDlhs,  and  those  towards  tbe  Itod  in  three 
nonlbs  longer,  to  be  reckoaed  Trom  the  day 
of  tbe  excl^ge  of  the  ratifications,  the  whole 
at  his  own  charge,  and  with  promises  not  to 
repair  the  whole  or  any  part. 

5.  The  king  shall  yield  the  island  of  St. 
Christopher  to  Great  Britain,  as  likewise  Ne*> 
fouodlaad,  on  condition  that  the  town  of  Pla- 
centia shall  be  demolished,  tliat  the  right  of  fish- 
ing and  drying  cod  freelly  nod  witliouc  molesta- 
tion apon  the  said  island  of  Newfoundland, 
shall  remain  to  the  French  in  the  some  places 
where  they  used  todo  it.  Tbe  little  iilauasnear 
it,  and  tliose  nearest  to  Newfoundland  shall 
also  be  yielded  to  England,  well  understood 
^atthe  island  of  cape  Breton,  and  others  of 
thegulph  and  mouth  of  the  river  of  Se.  Law- 
rence, of  which  France  is  actually  in  posses- 
sion, shall  remain  to  the  king.— Deia.^fbr  Eng. 

England  demands.  That  this  town  of  Pla- 
centia shall  be  yielded  to  her  in  the  condition 

it  is  in.— E.'i  Aas.  His  mmesty  oSers  to 
leave  the  fortifications  of  Placentia  as 
they  are,  when  he  yields  that  place  to 
England,  to  agree  to  tbe  demand  made  of 
the  guns  of  Hudson’s  bay : Moreover,  to 
yield  the-  islands  of  St.  Martin,  and  St. 
&rthulomew,  to  give  up  even  the  right  of 
fishing  and  drying  cud  upon  the  coast  of 
Newfoundland,' if  the  English  will  give 
him  back  Acadia,  in  cousideraiioo  of  these 
new  cessioDS  which  are  proposed  as  an 
equivalent. 

In  this  case  bis  majesty  would  consent 
that  tbe  river  of  St.  Geot^e  should  be  the 
litnil  of  Acadia,  as  England  has  desired. 

If  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  crown 
do  refuse  to  admit  of  any  expedient  for 
the  restitution  of  Acadia,  tbe  kine  rather 
tbao  break  off  tbe  negotiation,  will  agree 
to  their  demands,  that  is  to  say,  to  leave 
Placentia  fortified,  and  restore  the  guns  of 
Hudson’s  bay,  well  understood,,  that  the 
offer  of  yielding  of  tlie  islands  ofSt.  Mar- 
tin, and  of  Sc.  Bartholomew,  and  that  of 
desistii^  from  tbe  right  of  fishing  and 
drying  cod  upon  the  coast  of  Newfound- 
land, shall  be  null,  aud  looked  upon  as  if 
they  bad  not  been  made. 

4-  The  king  will  yield  the  provinceof  Acadia 
with  the  town  of  Port  Royal  and  its  dependen- 
cies. to  Great  Britain,  ns  also  the  streighcs  of 
Hudson’s  bay. 

fi.  The  French  who  shall  leave  tbe  countries 
which  are  yielded  above  to  Great  Britain  in 
the  North  part  of  America,  eball  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  effects  from  thence : Ukewise 
the  liiug  shall  have  leave  to  withdraw  from 
thence  the  gnns  and  all  the  stores  of  war. 

6.  After  the  conclusioo  of  the  peace  there 
shall  be  conMiissioners  named  on  both  sides, 
as  well  forregulaung  in  tliespace  of  a year  the 
limits  betwixt  Canada  or  new  France  on  one 
side,  and  Acadia  and  die  lands  of  Hudson’s 
bay  on  the  other,  aslikewisc  cn  agree  amicably 
of  all  the  reparations  which  are  just  nnd  rea- 
Kinable,  claimed  by  the  ooe  side  or  the  other. 


for  thewroogs  received  contrary  to  tbe  right  of 
peace  and  war. 

7.  The  limiu  being  once  fixed,  it  shall  be 
forbidden  to  the  subjects  of  both  crowns  to 
pass  the  said  limits  to  go  by  land  or  by  sea  tbe 
one  to  the  other,  as  likewise  Co  disturb  the  trade 
of  either  nation  amongst  themselres,  and  to 
disturb  tlie  India  nations  who  are  allies,  or 
have  made  their  submission  to  either  crown. 

8.  The  king  will  give  leave  to  the  House  of 
Hamilton,  colniiel  Charles  Douglasse,  and 
others,  to  lay  before  him  after  the  peace  their 
rights  and  particular  pretensions,  and  wilt  do 
them  Justice. — Dem.jitr  Ene.  That  the  duke 

of  iliebmond  may  inherit  from  his  mother.— 
X.’s  Ans.  The  duke  of  lliuhmond  baviag 
obtained  letters  of  naturalization  from  the 
king,  shall  enjoy,  when  the  peace  shall  be 
concluded,  tlie  privil^e  annexed  to  the 
fovour  which  his  m^esiy  has  granted  hi(u< 
Dm.  for  Eng.  That  the  -Ich  article  of  lha 
treaty  of  Riswick  be  abolished,  and  that  the 
king  shall  not  binder  that  the  affairs  of  re- 
ligiou  in  the  empire,  be  regulated  on  ibefoot 
of  the  treaty  of  Munster.— K.’sAirs.  The 
king  is  wifling  in  r^ard  to  England,  that 
this  affair  should  lie  regulated  with  tbe 
empire,  his  mqgesty  not  intending  to  dero- 
gate from  the  treaties  of  Westpbaliaas  to 
matters  of  reli^on. 

9.  Tbe  king  promises,  in  the  name  of  tbe 
king  of  Spain  his  grandson,  tlmt  Gibraltar  and 
port  Mahon  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  th^ 
English.— Demyur  Eag.  ThnC  thereshoil  be 

yielded  to  England  an  extent  of  ground,  of 
two  cannon  shot  round  Gibraltar  and  all  ilie 
island  of  Minorca.  E.’sAnx.  It  is  with  a 
great  deal  of  troable  that  the  king  has 
made  the  king  of  Spain  consent  to  give 
Gibraltar  to  the  English,  tbe  iotention  of 
that  prince  being  as  he  has  declared  him- 
self several  limes,  not  to  give  an  inch  of 
ground  in  Spain.  It  will  yet  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  from  him  tbe  least  favour 
upon  a point  which  is  so  lender  at  pre- 
sent, they  pressing  him  to  renounce  his 
rights  to  tbe  crown  of  France,  and  that 
they  willhave  him  look  upon  Spain  as  the 
only  patrimony  that  he  can  leave  to  his 
porterity. 

So  that  this  new  demand  will  certainly 
be  refused,  nnd  the  power  which  his  ma- 
jesty has  received  from  dm  catholic  king 
is  directly  contrary  to  this  pretension. 

As  he  ha*  nnt  explained  himself  upon 
the  in  tire  cession  of  the  island  of  Minorca, 
tbe  king  is  willing  to  employ  bis  good 
offices  10  obtain  it  as  a sort  of  an  ^uivo* 
lent  for  tbe  ground  which  the  English  now 
ask  about  Gibraltar;  and  from  diis  lime 
his  majesty  promises,  that  on  this  account 
tbe  whole  island  of  Minorca  shall  be 
yielded  to  them. 

10.  After  the  peace  shall  be  concluded,  the 
English  shall  have  tbe  treaty  for  negroes,  other- 
ways  the  agreement  of  Assiento  for  negroes, 
on  the  same  cooditions  that  this  ngreemeok 
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t*M  made  by  ths  kingofSpaio  to  the  Trencb ; 
M thatthc  company  which  thaU  be  eatablnbed 
in  England  for  ihia  purme,  shall  have  the 
prerogative  to  set  on  shore,  sell,  and  vent 
their  negroes  in  all  the  places  and  ports  of 
America  upon  the  North  in  that  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  and  generally  in  all  the  places  ond 
ports  where  the  ships  of  the  company  formed 
>■  France  under  the  name  of  the  Assiemo,  had 
leave  to  enter. — Dent,  for  Eag.  That  the 
French  may  not  wiihdmw  their  elTects  be- 
longing to  the  Assiemo,  but  upon  English  or 
Spanish  ships.— K.’s  Ant.  The  concerned  In 
tlic  company  of  the  Assiento  shall  be 
strictly  boand  to  the  terms  oftheir  agree- 
ment ; of  conseqaeoce  they  cannot  trade 
directly  to  tlie  Indies  unjer  pretence  of 
vritlidrawiiig  their  efiecis:  they  shall  ab- 
solutely lose  them,  if  they  should  be  abid- 
ed to  employ  other  ships  to  load  them  than 
those  belonging  to  thmr  company. 

The  design  of  the  peace  being  to  pro- 
cure the  mutual  advantage  of  the  French 
and  of  the  English,  it  wontd  not  be  just 
that  one  of  the  first  adrancaees  which  it 
should  procure  for  England,  snonid  be  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  French  nation.  If 
the  English  will  treat  about  the  effects  of 
thcFrench  company,  they  will  remove  by 
this  expedient  Ute  inconvenience  (hey  ap- 
prehend. 

11.  The  said  agreement  shell  be  for  the 
term  of  thirty  yean,  and  there  shall  be  appoint- 
ed for  the  English  company  of  the  Assiento  an 
extent  of  ground  on  the  river  De  la  Plata,  upon 
which  they  may  not  only  refoesb  their  negroes, 
but  keep  them  safe  till  they  are  sold,  accord- 
ing to  ibe  conditions  which  shall  be  stipulated 
by  the  agreement  which  is  to  be  made  for  the 
Assiento:  and  to  hinder  that  this  liceuce  may. 
not  be  made  an  ill  use  of,  the  king  of  Spain 
shall  name  an  officer  to  hinder  it,  to  whose 
inspection  the  concerned  in  the  said  company, 
at  likewise  all  those  whom  they  sball  employ, 
shall  b*  subject Bern,  for  Eng.  Tliat  this 

ground  shall  be  chose  by  the  Engiisli,  and 
that  the  Spnnish  inspector  shall  be  suppress- 
ed.—K.'r  Ant.  They  know  in  England  the 
demands  which  were  made  of  the  king 
upon  this  head.  His  majesty  has  obtained 
them  with  a great  deal  of  trouble  from  the 
kina  bis  grandson,  he  cannot  nsk  nor  suffer 
in  bis  name  new  additions  to  what  has 
been  already  yielded  in  favour  of  the 
pence ; if  the  English  believe  they  ought 
to  insist  to  obtain  new  ndvnniages,  tliey 
most  treat  directly  wiib  the  pleninoiemia- 
ries  of  Spain,  nnd  to  (his  end,  let  them 
have  immediately  the  necessary  passports 
to  come  to  Utrecht. 

12.  All  the  advantages,  rights  and  privi- 
leges, which  are  already  granted,  or  may 
hereafter  be  granted  by  Spain,  lo  the  sub. 
jects  of  France,  nr  to  nny  other  nation  what- 
ever, shall  likewise  be  allowed  to  the  sub- 
jects of  Grenl  Britoin. 

13.  Ills  nfUWij, 


the  merchandizes  of  the  growth  and  fabric  of 
Great  Britain,  which  from  the  porta  of  %«io 
where  the  ships  for  the  Spanish  West  Indies 
shall  be  cleared,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Indies, 
shall  be  exempt^  from  dl  customs,  as  well 
those  of  going  in,  or  coming  out  of  Spain,  at 
those  of  going  into  the  Indies. 

14.  All  the  articles  above  mentioned  shall 
be  extended  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  the  most 
ample  manner,  and  the  most  convenient  i and 
there  shall  be  added  all  the  clauses  of  the  ces- 
sations Irom  hostilities,  and  other  reciprocal 
pledget,  accordtne  to  what  has  been  done  ia 
former  treaties,  which  shnll  be  recited  to  have 
tfaeir  former  force  and  vigour,  excepting  those 
ihingswhich  this  has  derogated  from  ; and  this 
clause  shall  be  put  at  the  end  of  each  instno 
ment 

OfftrtofTrkvvi  to  fte  Dnfce  o/"  Savoy,  ailh 
the  Demands  for  (fie  Duke  t/Savor  ; and 
the  King’s  Answerr. 

1.  His  right,  and  his  rank,  to  the  saceessioa 
of  Spain  sball  be  declared  and  acknowledged 
confonnable  to  the  will  of  Charles  the  second. 
~-Dem./or  D.  ^ S.  It  is  demanded  tliat 
this  article  be  pnt  in  these  terms,  The  rank  of 
the  duke  ofSavoy  to  the  succession  of  Spain, 
shall  he  reserved  to  his  royal  bighaess,  ac- 
cording to  bis  right.— If.'s.  .4ns.  'Die  king  is 
wiUing,  on  accoont  of  England,  to  pass 
the  articles  as  it  is  demanded  by  her^ 
notwithstanding  the  iuterest  which  bis 
majesty  may  hnve,  to  recite  and  mention 
on  this  occasion  the  wiilofCbarlestfae  se- 

3.  The  king  shall  restore  to  him  Savoy  and 
the  county  of  Nice,  with  their  dependencies. 

3.  The  king  will  moreover  yield  to  him 
Exiiles  and  Fenestrelles  with  the  valley  of  Pm- 
gelas.— Dem. /or  D.qfS.  Hisroyal  highness 
asks  that  besides  the  vallics  on  the  other 
side  of  Mount  Geneva,  in  which  are  com- 
prehended that  of  Chateau  Dauphin,  Fort 
Barraux,  and  tlie  territory  which  extends 
from  that  fort  to  the  frontitn’of  Savoy,. ns  it 
is  mentioned  in  theltb  arricleof  hisspecific 
demands,  the  villages  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Khone  on  the  side  of  Savoy,  the  right  of 
garrisoning  Monaca,  and  tlie  direct  demesne 
of  Monton  and  of  Koquebrun. — X’l.  Ant. 
The  king  cannot  believe  that  Eugliuid, 
desiringthe  conclusion  ofa  firm  and  solid 
peace,  will  give  rise  to  new  wars,  in  giving 
the  gates  ofFrancetotheduke  of  Savoy. 
He  has  neither  right  uor  even  an  apparent 
pretext  for  to  ask  as  he  does  a part  of 
Daupliiny  ; he  cannot  support,  npon  any 
just  and  reasonable  foonrlation,  the  pre- 
tentions which  he  makes  upon  the  estate 
of  a third  person,  as  is  the  prince  of 
Monaco;  so  that  bis  majes^  thinks  that 
he  does  very  much  in  leaving,  out  of  re- 
gard to  England,  Exelles,  Fenestrelles, 
and  the  valley  of  Pragelas,  in  the  bands  of 
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H«  had  «ren  rewon  to  ihiuk  from  the  mise  to  acknowledge  them  aod  treat  them 
irac  proposals,  that  they  knew  in  England  I on  that  foot. 

that  this  prince  ought  to  content  himselfl  3.  'Ihe>uljject5  oflhe  crown  of  Prussia  shall 
with  the  restitution  ol'  Shvot,  aud  of  the  I eniur,  as  to  their  trade  in  France,  the  same 


count;  of  Nii'C,  witliouc  luaking  a furtlier 
demaiid  of  these  in«  places,  which  cannot 
belong  to  him  h;  any  title  but  by  tiial  of 
war,  and  that  they  aie  cunvemeiit  for  him, 

4.  llie  cessions  in  the  Milaneze  and  othersj 
made  by  the  emperur  X.eopold  to  bis  royal 
bighness,  sliall  be  confirmed. 

5.  llis  royal  highness  may  make  such  for* 
tifications  us  be  shall  think  fit  in  the  places  ac- 
quired by  the  forgoing  treaties,  though  without 
dertMatiog  from  tliat  of  Turin  in  169(3.— Deiu. 
far  D.  oj  S.  That  he  shall  have  power  of  for- 

(ifyiag  all  the  places  lie  shall  ihiitk  fit,  not- 
wichscaoding-lhe  treaty  of  Turin. — K.’$  Ant. 
The  intention  of  the  duke  ofSavoy,  is  pro- 
bably to  fortify  Pigncral ; the  interest  of 
Trance  has  not  changed  since  the  treaty 
made  at  Turin  in  1696;  it  is  not  of  less 
importance  than  it  then  was,  to  hinder 
the  duke  of  Savoy  from  fortifying  that 
town  : one  may  even  say  that  the  danger 
would  be  greater,  this  prince  acquiring 
' besides  Exelles  and  Fenestrelles,  and  his 
strength  being  increased  on  the  side  of 
Italy. 

^gland  becoming  a friend  to  France, 
ought  not  to  Ire  less  concerned  for  its 
quiet,  and  the  tranquillity  of  its  provinces, 
Chan  for  die  unnecessary  oggraudising  of 
the  duke  ofSavoy. 

6.  The  trade  from  France  into  Piedmont, 
and  from  Piedmont  into  France,  shall  be  on 
the  foot  of  the  treaty  of  Turin. 

7.  His  royal  highness  may  have  liberty  to 
sell  the  barony  of  Essarts,  and  ocher  estates  aud 
efiects  tliat  be  may  have  in  France. 

8.  Tlie  king  consents  Chat  bis  royal  highness 
may  increase  bis  dominions  in  Italy,  as  much 
as  lie  shall  think  fir. 

Offert  Faascs  for  Prussia  ; xeith  fie  De- 
nennhybr  Prussia  ; aadtheKing't  AtatBers. 

1.  The  king  of  Prussia  shall  be  acknowledged 
by  France. 

S.  The  king  shall  let  him  peaceably  enjoy 
the  sovereignty  of  Neufcbatel  and  Vdrngin, 
wici)  promise  never  to  disturb  him  in  this  pos- 
session, nor  CO  give  any  sort  of  assistance  to 
those  who  would  dispute  it  with  him. — Dtm.for 
Pr. — Tliat  the  cuuntles  of  Neofchatel  and 
Vuleniiiii,  be  acknowledged  as  members  of 
the  Helvetic  body,  by  the  consent  of  his 
majesty. — K.’t  Ant.  Tbis  novelty  does  not 
depend  on  the  consent  of  the  king,  all  Che 
Helvetic  bixly  is  concerned  in  this  propo- 
sition; it  will  out  bennauimously  received 
by  all  the  members  who  compose  it;  it 
will  be  Che  interest  of  several  to  oppose  it, 
and  perhaps  even  all  the  Protestant  cso- 
luns  will  not  be  of  the  same  mind. 

The  enumiesof  NeuFcbacd  and  Valengin 
are  allies  of  the  Swiss ; tiie  king  wilt  pro- 


voiicages  which  sliall  be  grained  la  the  subjecia 
of  her  Britannic  majesty,  and  those  of  the 
Stales  General ; on  conditiuu  it  shuIl  be  c«> 

4.  The  king  tball  favour  with  all  bis  power 
the  pretensions  of  Prussia  oo  tlie  cantooa  of 
Gelder,  the  town  and  the  country  of  Ercklens, 
of  wliich  she  makes  a demand,  on  oondicioii 
that  it  costs  France  nothing  to  indemnify  tbuea 
who  would  dispute  this  possession  with  Prussia. 

5.  The  king  will  give  as  fitr  as  twelve  iiundred 
tlioiisand  livres,  French  money,  to  cliis  prince 
to  buy  bis  right  Co  tlie  priacipslity  of  Orange. 
—Dm.  far  Pr.  That  it  shall  be  in  his  clioice, 

CO  take  the  money  which  is  offered,  or  the 
frontier  wbicli  hedemaiidsin  Frauche  Comifi. 
He  oSera  only  to  leave  the  king  the  castle  of 
Toiu,  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent. 
Moreover  that  the  lands  of  the  House  of 
Chalons  shall  be  adjudged  Co  him,  aod  that 
all  the  edicts  aod  decrees  which  have  been 
given  against  the  Protestants  of  Orange  shall 
be  revoked.— A.’s  Ant.  The  king  thinks  he 
does  much,  and  that  he  gives  a particular 
mark  of  liis  consideration  for  England,  to 
give  twelve  hundred  thousand  livres  Co 
tills  prince,  under  pretence  of  buying  bit 
rights,  which  his  majesty  knows  be  caimoe 
make  useoflawfully  against  those  who  hare 
preiensioos  to  the  prineipality  of  Orange. 

There  is  then  no  choice  betwixt  this 
offer,  and  a pretension  so  ill  grounded  as 
this  of  the  pretended  frontier,  which  the 
ministers  of  Prussia  have  made  a demand 
ofin  Franche  Coiatfi. 

The  snm  of  twelve  hundred  thousand 
livres,  which  is  offered  to  their  master,  is  a, 
present  which  the  king  is  willing  to  make 
him,  for  the  good  of  the  peace,  and  to 
colour  it  only  with  a pretext  of  buying  his 
rights  to  the  principality  of  Orange ; for 
otherwise  the  king  would  have  no  other 
enswer  to  make,  than  to  give  assurances, 
that  he  would  leave  those  who  have  pre- 
tensions to  the  principality  of  Orange, 
the  liberty  to  follow  cbeiii,  before  the  tri- 
bunals who  ought  to  judge  frum  tliem. 

This  aiisner  is  tlie  only  one  be  can 
make  on  the  subject  of  the  lands  of  ihe 
House  of  Chalons,  of  which  not  any  one 
has  the  appearance  of  sovereignty,  and  uf 
consequence  no  pretence  to  withdr.tw 
themselves  from  the  Jurisdiction  oi  the  com-, 
mon  judges. 

His  majesty  is  accountable  to  no  one 
for  the  edicts  aod  decrees  he  gives  for  the 
domestic  order  of  his  kingdom. 

6.  If  this  prince  accepts  the  conditions  above- 
mentioned,  tlie  king  will  give  him  the  title  of 
luajesiy. 

7.  The  king  consents,  and  demands  bimselfi 

that  the  thirteen  cantons  should  bo  included  h> 
the  general  peace. 
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0/en  <fVxkntzfoT  Poitdoiu..  bi/A  IA«  Ds- 
MflMift  for  Ponrvo*L ; ami  lAe  Kinft 
Amxm. 

1.  The  ItHiR  will  turn  into  a fiail  treatr,  the 
H^roviMonol  treat/ concluded  becweenFnuiceand 
Portug:il  m 1700,  rrterriog  to  himedf  the  free 
uariRBiion  uf  tlie  river  of  Amazons,  which  ii 

to  be  in  common  between  die  two  nations, 

Vem./or  Por.  That  ilie  advantages  which  have 
bean  promised  to  him  b/  the  House  of  Aus- 
tria, as  well  in  Spain  ns  in  the  Indies,  be 
granted  to  him,  via.  The  towns  of  Badajoa, 
Alcantara,  Albuquerque,  and  Valencia  in 
Estrainadbro;  those  of  Bavoua,  Vigo,  Tur, 
and  Guardia  in  Galicia. 

That  all  wimt  is  betwixt  the  river  de  la 
Plata  and  the  Brazilea  he  yielded  in  him,  so 
that  this  river  ma/  serve  for  limits  to  tlie  two 
countries. 

That  king  Philip  the  5th  .yield  to  him  for 
a barrier  Coria,  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Put-blia  de 
Caonbria,  and  Montery,  with  their  depen- 

Moreover,  that  Spain  pay  what  is  due  to 
the  ancient  Portugal  company  of  the  As- 
tiento ; of  which  Gngiaiid  and  the  States 
General  are  guarantees. 

Imscly,  That  Prance  yield  to  him  the  lands 
of  Cape  de  Nnrd  in  Snuib  America,  nniwiib- 
staodiiig  any  provisional  or  final  treaty.— -A'.'s 
Ant.  If  tlie  king  of  Portugal  bed  conquered 
Spain,  or  contributed  by  nighty  armies 
to  bring  it  under  the  obedieuce  of  tlie 
archduke,  he  would  not  make  larger  de- 
mands than  thosecoDlained  in  this  article. 
The  catholic  king  will  give  nothing  to  the 
Portuguese  in  Spain. 

It  is  not  probable  that  be  will  be-  more 
easy  as  to  (he  demands  the.v  make  in  the 
Indies.  This  is  an  article  to  be  discussed 
between  the  plenipotentiaries  ofSpaiii  and 
Portugal,  as  also  the  accounts  which  arc 
to  be  adjosied  of  what  is  due  to  the  ancient 
Portugal  compauy  of  the  Assienco. 

One  must  only  take  notice,  that  if  the 
pretensions  of  tlie  Portuguese  were  listened 
to,  the  catholic  king  would  have  only 
the  name  of  king  of  Spain;  but  that  in 
reality  bis  kingdom  would  be  shared  with 
a powerful  enemy ; that  for  to  buy  ao  un- 
certain and  dangerous  estate,  they  will 
ohli|e  him  to  renounce  hisright^iind  those 
pfhts  posterity,  to  ihemunarchy  olFrance. 

The  king  does  n great  deal  tor  the  Por- 
tuguese, by  his  agreeing  (hat  (be  pravi- 
eional  treaty,  cuncTuded  at  Lisbon  in  1700, 
sliould  be  turned  to  a final  treaty ; it  is 
all  what  his  majesty  can  grant  them ; they 
asked  for  no  more  when  they  signed  tlie 
treaty  of  an  offensive  allmnce  with  him  and 
the  king  of  Spain. 

Offirt  ifYiiAHCZfor  the  Houte  of  Austsia 
and  the  Empire-t  aitlA  the  Demandt  rf  lAc 
Hoaie  qf  Austria,  and  of  lAe  Empire ; and 
the  King’i  Anmtrt. 

1.  The  Ri^ne.s^U^  U 


I twixtFnincc  and  tlie  Empire ; so  that  the  king 
I will  return  Brisac  and  Fort  de  Kell,  in  the  con- 
dition they  arc  in,  will  yield  Landau  in  the 
condiliun  it  is  in,  will  demolish  oU. the  forts  be 
I isin  possessiuii  ufon  (be  other  side  oftliclUiiue 
' uiid  111  the  Rhine,  Fort  l.ewts  tu  be  compre- 
hended amnii^l  ilium,  os  also  tlinl  of  la  Pile 
near  Slrasburg;  ou  cmi<liiion,  oud  not  other- 
wise, time  tlie  king  shall  retain  all  what  lie  is 
in  pofcseaaion  of  on  the  side  of  the  nver,  agiee- 
able  to  the  treaty  ofRyswitk. — Dem-fir  Aut. 
That  Strasbirrg  be  returned,  lloiunxen,  and 
Ncw3risnc  be  demolished. 

Ttiat  Alsace  do  iioc  rGiiinin  in  die  hands  of 
Fiance  ; but  acrordiug  to  tlie  interpretation 
which  the  Empire  and  the  House  uf  Austria 
dll  give  to  the  literal  m|gaaiiig  uf  the  treaty  of 
Munster.— iii.’t  Jiu.  The  king  will  keep 
Strasburg,  whieb'was  yielded  to  his  majes- 
ty, not  atone  as  aconsequence  of  the  right 
which  the  cession  of  tbe  Alsace  gayu  him 
tu  ilmi  (own,  but  likewise  fur  an  criAange 
for  Fribourg,  Brisac,  and  of  the  right  of 
garrisoning  of  Pliilipsburgb,  wlucli  his 
majesty  acquired  by  the  ti<eaties  of  West- 
phalia and  Nimegueo. 

I'ho  forcificaiiuus  uf  New  Brisac  shall 
subsist,  this  place  being  necessary  for  a 
bamer  for  France,  when  she  returui  Old 
Brisac  to  tbe  House  of  Austria. 

_ There  it  no  other  interpretation  to  hs 
given  to  tbe  treaty  of  Munster,  as  to  the 
possession  of  Alsace,  than  tbe  meaning 
which  wasnndertcood  by  the  ambassador* 
and  ministers  who  signed  the  treaties  of 
Nimeguen  andRyswick. 

S.  Tbe  king  shall  ackuowtedge  the  elector 
of  Hanover. 

9.  The  elector  of  Treva'shal!  be  reinstated 
in  tbe  poeseesion  of  his  town  of  Treves,  and 
generajly  in  all  what  belongs  to  him. — Dem.for 
Aut.  He  demands  Ids  re-establishment  as 
grand  prior  of  Castile,  and  the  restitution 
of  the  fruits,  which  be  pretends  have  only 
been  sequestered.— K.'s  Am.  Tbe  king  pro- 
mises to  obtain  from  the  king  ofSpein, 
that  the  grand  priotship  of  Castile  shall  be 
returned  to  the  elector  of  Treves. 

As  to  the  restitution  of  the  fruits,  his 
msjesty  praiaisesbis  offices  to  procure  it, 
HOC  knowiag  the  custont  ofSpsio  in  such 
cases;  and  this  is  another  point  to  be 
discussed  with  the  pleoipotentiaries^of  tliat 

4.  The  king  consents,  if  the  Empire  thinks 
fit,  that  the  landgrave  uf  Heue  Cossel  be  put 
in  possession  of  Rhinfelt,  St.  Gour,  and  Kalz, 
on  conditiou  that  matters  of  religion  are  kept 
ouche  same  foot  they  now  nre.—Deot.for  Aut, 

It  is  demanded  that  (be  article  of  reii|^n  be 
decided  by  the  Empire.— K.’s  Ant,  As  ih* 
matter  relates  particuliriy  to  the  Empire, 
the  king  cousants  it  sliould  be  referred  to 
its  deoision. 

As  to  what  relates  to  tbe  House  of  Austria 
in  particular,  the  king  promises,  that  the  king 
of  Spain  shall  yield  (o  ihtA  the  kingdoms  of 

■.,-.-'1,  iT.,.;.  m,,-  -r 
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Nnples  nm<  SardffuB,  ttio  four  plaMs  in  Ta^' 
can)  ; and  u to  the  duchy  of  Mi<an,  that  of  it 
which  shall  not  bf  yieWeillo  the  dokeofSatoy. 

Tlie  Spanisb  Nctherionds,  excepting  the 
town  and  territory  ofGiieldre,  which  nre  to  he' 
kept  by  PmssU,  as  it  is  esptained  above. — 
Dim.  /or  Aui.  Sicily  is  demanded  for  the' 
Uuuse  ofAuatrta.— ii.'s  Ans.  The  kmi;  and 
the  king  ol'.Spain  nut  Only  ei^ssed  to  the 
elector  orBnvnria  to  re^iairiisfa'him  in  his 
dominions,  bat  also  to  make  him  an 
amends  for  the  losses  he  hits  sustained 
during  the. course  of  this  present  war. 

It  is  on  this  account  Chat  the  cnthiffic  king 
has  yielded  To  him  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands irit'mnstbe  that  the  elector  most  de- 
sist from  them  f-r*  the  gnud  of  the  peace, 
the  king  and  the  kiug  of  Spain  are  obliged 
to  make  him  some  other  amends;  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily  is  the'  only  state  tvhich 
SAn  can  give  to  this  prince,  nnd  to  satisfy 
t*enpie*mcBts  cmered  into’with  him. 

It  is  Ihe  more  necessary  to  stipulate  this 
coaditinn,  being  it  appears  that  Inc  Empire 
oppose  his  being  rc^tahlisheii  in  bis  rank 
ofdrsc  elector;  and  that  it  is  demanded 
that  Ilia  Upper  Puiniinate  shnuld  be  kept 
by  the  elector  Palatine,  and  after  him  by"* 
ptino*  Charles  of  NcuhourE,  his  broTher; 
not  to  return  to  the  Sector  of  Bavniia  or 
Ills  childrCT),  but  after  the  de.ttb  of  tliese 
pt  laces. 

6.  The  whole  on  condirinn  tli.at  the  electors 
orCokigae  and  Bavaria  be  ra-astablisbed  in 
their  doniiuions,  d^nities,  duods,  aiuJ  move- 
aiA^&c.-^Dim.for  Aiu.  They  will  not  be 

a'gaioit  the  duth]  of  Bovnrin's  being  returned 
to  the  elector  ofunt  uoine,  and  that  ho  shall 
be  ihcnimh  and  lostelector,  on  condition 
thnt  he  shall  give  np  his  pretensions  to  the 
Upper  Pidaiinate,  aod  'the  dignity  of  Am 
elector,  witli'iuc  hopes  of  enjoying  it,  but 
after  Use  deatli  nfthe  elector  Palstiae,aiidof 
prince  Cliorlct  uflv'ciibourg,  bis  bnitber. 

And  as  to  the  elector  of  Cologne,  wbea  he 
shall  be  rrinsiatcd  in  his  ilnmioions,  h ^ull 
beinilie  ciioiecofthc  allios  wbedicr  they 
wiU  garrison  the  town  of  Boon,  or  not.— A'.'r 
,dHf.  Tbou^i  Oils  cotulitiiin  he  pnyudiciol 
totlie  elector  6f  Bavaria,  the  king  is  willing 
to  coiueai  to  k,  allowing  the  amends  of 
the  kie^oia  of  Sicily,  because  iho  rillc  of 
king  will  wipe  olT  what  is  shoclang,  in 
liein^  the  h-ut  elector,  whiih  they  will  give 
him  instead  of  (he  first  place  lie  liad  in  the 
electoral  celleze. 

_ His  Tnaiestyproposps,  tint  the  fonifica- 
tions  of  Bonn  should  he  demorisheri ; and 
tills  expedient  seems  m'irr  suitable  to  him, 
thiui  to  put  a garr'isoii  in  tint  place,  which 
dues  sot  depend  uu  thaeleeturofCulogno. 

7.  A genertkl  pnrdmi  shall  be  graw.-tl  reel- 
BTocidly  to  the  suhjecti  of  all  the  pans  of  the 
Spanibh  mouarchy,  who  shall  Lave  foHmved 
diHerciit  parties  in  Bii«  war,  with  restitutiun'of 
their hiineiin.epfl, cftatifl!, . I ,i,  . . , ,| 


OjffirtjifVnAHc.zfor  tSsiSraTtsCEKsaAt,  Bilk 
the Demandijbr  (AeSrsits  Gttiaaij,,  and 
the  King’>  ATuuicrn. 

1.  The  CatbaltcLowCountries, except  what 

part  the  king  is  to  keep,  nnd  the  exception 
abovementiooed  of  Gelder,  shall  belong  in  pro- 
perty to  the  House  of  Aostria, 

£.  *nie  barrier  shall  be  furmed  out  of  tlie 
Spanish  Netherlanrfs,  as  tb^  nre  now  possessed 
by  the  allies,  to  wliicb  Luxemburg  shall  he 
added,  reserring  the  pHncipaliiv  of  thirty  thou- 
sand crowns  per  ana.  given  by  the  king  of 
Spain  to  madam  the  princess  des  Unmi,  Namur, 
Cnarleroy,  Newport  Ypres,  and  its  chaiehine, 
Flimes,  and  PortHunbac,Kiiocque,  Menin,  aud 
its  dnttict ; on  condition  timi  Lille,  in  the  state 
it  now  is  III,  with  its  dependencies,  shall  be  re- 
turned to  Fmnce  as  ao  equivalent  fur  the  de- 
molition of  Dunkirk  imdTournay,  with  the 
district  ofTouniay,  Doua^,  Bethune,  Aire, 
Venant,  and  Boochain,  in  (he  condition  they 
are  in,  with  wbat  belongs  to  them,  as  likewise 
all  the  gilds  aaci  stores  of  war,  which  shall  be 
found  in  theu,  in  exchange  for  the  places  which 
France  adds  to  fnrtiA  the  barrier,  and  those 
^ which  will  be  yielded  by  the  elector  of  Bavarin, 

' who  is  acTunUy  ?n  pos»ssion  of  them.— Den. 
j'or  Ihe  lit.  GtH.  Besides  tbe^aces  offered  for 
ibe-barrier.  the  cession  ofTonrnay,  and  the 
district  of  Toumny,  is  demanded ; ns  likewise 
ConiK,  thegans,  and  stores  of  war,  which  arc 
in  the  places  which  are  to  be  yielded, 
Moreover,  a renuneiation  for  ever,  fiir  all 
the  kings,  princes,  and  princesses  of  the 
blood  roy^  of  France,  to  all  i^hts  present  or 
cu  rome,  or  which  possibly  may,  to  all  aha( 
shell  compose  the  barrier  in  whole  or  in 

It  is  refused  to  agree  about  the  prio^ialiiy 
granted  or  reserved  for  the  pnnc«s  des 
Utsini. — '‘If.’jABJ.  The  king  insists  upon  tlie 
restitution  ofToumay,  nnd  the  district  of 
Tournay,  as  being  essentini  to  secure  the 
bonier  which  Fmnce  has  occasion  fur  oo 
the  side  of  the  Low  Countries. 

This  barrier  iS  the  more  iiMOrtant, 
being  the  streircth  of  the  Noase  of  Austria 
bccames  fiirmiduble,  by  the  re-onitiog  so 
many  considerable  Jnminlons  in  the 
person  of  the  same  prince.  Everything 
IS  (0  he  feared  fmm  so  ilangerous  a neigfh 
hour',  rho  applies  httnself  rnore  to  liis  af- 
fairs ilian  any  of  his  predecessors;  who 
glories  in  following  the  steps  of  Charles 
Che  Sth,  end  does  not  coucen!  the  design 
be  has  in  aggrondixe  bhnself.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  neither,  but  that  he  will  ho 
poweTfully  assisted  by  the  republic  of  IIol» 
land;  experience  having  aiiewn,  that  fat 
from  being  afiaid  of  the  power  of  tto 
House  of  AuHcia,  this  republic  make  iu 
glory  and  aaioiy  consist  Jo  multiplying  tkO 
Bumherofthc  dumiuions  of  (bis  powerfol 
Huuie. 

The  same  reason  of  securing  thefronMer 
,,  of  , hi|S  kjftgdwp,  yequutSi.ujat  the  king 
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ihould  tbe  town  Qf  Condd  | and  hit 
jnajesty  will  not  relax  any  thing  upon  this 
article. 

Bang  be  knows  all  the  consequences  of 
it,. be  will  be  very  sensible  of  (lie  pleasure 
which  England  will  give  iiiin,  in  contri- 
buting tkat  Toumay  and  its  district  may 
be  restored,  and  causing  all  demands  about 
Condd  to  hekidasidc:  and  to  give  real 
(akeni  of  it  to  that  crown,  lus  majesty  will 
oblige  himself,  that  if  Tournay  .-ind  its 
district  are  returned  to  him,  (bat  all  de- 
mands about  Condd  be  laid  aside,  and 
that  Ilf  keeps  that  place  by  the  peace. 

this  esse  he  will  conseat,  purely  out  of 
rcganl  to  England,  to  fill  up  the  port  of 
Dunkirk ; though  bis  majesty  being  sen- 
sible of  the  damage  that  this  artidf,  so 
strenuously  demandetl  by  ilie  Eogllsb,  will 
be  to  bir^hos always  refiised  to  agree  toit. 

lie  will  moreover  consent  to  demolish 
the  fortillcetions  of  Burgh  St.  Dinox,  with 
Port  Francois  which  t«longs  to  it:  and 
eveu,  if  it  is  uecessary,  to  yield  this  de- 
ntplisbed  town  to  the  prince  to  whomtbe 
Netherlgadi  shall  belong. 

He  will  likewise  consentto,  leave  the 
caiioou  and  the  storesof  war  which  shall 
he  found  inthe  places  he  will  yid^  on  con- 
dition that  tbe  cannon  and  storesof  war  do 
likewise  remain  in  the  places  whiub  shall  be 
yielded  to  Itim,  ami  belong  to  his  majesty. 

Tbs  agreement  ought  to  be  reciprocate 
either  Cu  leave  all  tl^  artillery,  and  wbat 
belongs  to  it,  in  tbe  paces  which  are  to  be 
yielded,  as  w^  on  the  kJog’s^e,asoD  that 
of  his  enemies;  ustoregmaie  the  quantity 
which  shall  be  left  in  each  of  the  [wc». 

Hie  renunciatiun  whichis  demanded  of 
the  king,  is  a clause  taken  oat  of  iba  preli- 
liminariea  of  1709.  There  would  be 
many  reasons  Co  refuse  it,  as  onnecessary, 
and  even  as  absurd  ; but  his  majesty  is 
willing  to  agree  to  it. 

Being  the  principality  reserved  of  tbe 
princess  des  Orskii  has  no  relation  to  tlie 
public  alTairs,  the  king  desires  the  diffi- 
culty on  this  head  may  u surmauntgd. 

3.  As  to  the  trade  of  (Spain  aud  the  Indies, 
it  shall  be  on  the  some  foot  it  was  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  3.  And  as  to  that  of  Freoce,  it  shall 
he  as.it  is.Htinulated  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick ; 
o^d  the  Tanlfof  10G4  shall  be  followed  ex- 
cepting tbe  four  species  of  merchandize,  on 
the  conditions  wbiui  shnil  be  agreed  upon.— 
jOem./or  St.  Gen.  It  is  reserved  to  treat  cun- 
feming  tbe  four  species  qf  merchandize.— 
KJs  Ant.  The  king  agrees  to  it. 


No.  35. 

Attss  E. 

XnUructi(m/or  our  right  Tnstv  ond  sreW  he- 
lased  cousin  end  counsellor  &nry  Viscount 
J^tinghivke,  ahomwe  htfve  appointed  to  go 
to  the.Coifrt  ijf  prance. 

Xou  we 


France ; and  being  arrived  there,  to  domand 
an  audience  of  his  must  Christian  majesty. 

You^are  to  present  to  this  prince  one  letter 
which  is  herewith  delivered  tu  yon : and  to  ac- 
quaint him  chat  we  observe,  with  great  concern 
iLit  new  difficulties  liave  arisen,  and  new  de- 
lays have  been  created  in  tliencgotiotion,  which 
wo  thought  on  the  point  of  being  concluded. 
That  we  have  sent  you  over  Aiily  instructed  ui 
all  OUT  intcncioos,  and  fully  autlio.bed  to  treat 
and  settle  every  thing  necessary  to  remove  the 
obstructions  which  liinder  the  general  suspen- 
sion ofanus  from  eakiog  place ; That  you  are 
likewise  impowered  to  concert  with  his  minis- 
ters the  most  proper  means  of  preventing  such 
other  difieruiices  as  enn  be  now  foreseen,  and  of 
settling  tbe  treaty  of  peace  in  sucli  a course 
as  may  bring  it  to  a happy  and  speedy  coiiclu- 

You  are  to  add  the  assurances  of  our  earn- 
est desire  to  see  a perfect  good  underuanding 
betwccM  tho  two  nations  restored  : and  to  use 
alt  other  terms  of  civility,  wbkb  may  be  proper 

When  you  proceed  to  treat  with  tbe  ministers 
at  this  court,  you  wilt  begin,  by  acquainting 
them,  that  we  have  directed  and  impowered 
you  to  conclude  and  execute  the  coiiventioa 
for  a general  su^ension  of  arms  by  sea  and 
land,  between  us  and  Frauce  and  Spain ; And 
we  do  hereby  authorise  you  accordingly  to  agree 
to  the  same  for  two,  for  three,  or  four  montlis, 
or  CO  continue  it  till  tlie  conclusion  of  die 

But  whereas  we  have  not  yet  received  satis- 
faction in  chose  demands  which  wehavethooght 
fit  to  make  in  the  belialf  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  ; 
And  whereas  the  setclemenc  of  the  term  for  tlie 
auspensiou  of  arms  must  in  great  measure  be 
governed  by  the  time,  wlucJi  the  complete  ex- 
ecution of  the  article  for  preveming  the  Union 
of  the  two  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain, 
will  require:  you  are  therefore,  before  you  sign 
the  convention  albresaid,  to  expect  positive 
assurances  that  the  terms  which  we  demand  of 
France  and  Spain  shall  be  inude  good  to  his 
royal  higliness,  and  as  far  forth  as  possible  to 
adjostand  determine  the  fonnsof  ibeseverai 
renuncistious  and  settlements. 

As  to  the  barrier  ivhicb  bis  roynl  highness 
demands  and  judges  necessary  for  his  security 
on  tbe  side  of  France,  you  are  sot  required  lu 
insist  to  have  those  articles  immediately  granted 
which  have  been  hitherto  peremplorily  refused 
by  his  most  Christian  luajeicy ; oar  uu  ilie 
other  band,  are  yon  to  agree  to  any  thing 
which  may  foreclose  the  duke  of  Suioy  from 
n^iinting Forbimsetf.  Thispuiueweehuse  to 
leave  to  b«  settled  between  the  two  powers 
concerned,  but  you  will  not  fail  to  recom- 
mend to  the  French  ministers  to  hasten  the 
oonclusion  of  it,  insinuaiiog  to  them  that 
chough  you  can  agree  to  tbesuspeniioa  of  arms 
without' waiting  to  have  this  barrier  intirely 
settled;  yet  Umt  you  do  net  itniigine  there 
will  be  any  possibility  of  prevailing  on  us  to 

,‘im* 
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full  utufiictinn  lie  pveo  to  his  roTol  biebnm, 
anri  udIbh  wacaatake  bim  along  niiii  us  in 
the  doing  ibereof. 

There  seems  to  be  little  or  no  difference  he- 
ti*een  wh:it  bsc  been  proposed  from  lienee,  niirl 
whnt  is  agreed  toon  the  port  of  France,  con- 
eemiog  tlie  right  to  be  established  in  the  duke 
of  ^rojr  and  his  children,  iEninediatcl;  after 
Philip  and  his  childreo,  to  tbesuecession  to  the 
cronu  orSpain  and  the  West  indies. 

You  are  (beiefoteto  bnve  this  article  again 
explnioed,  and  to  bring  it  as  near  as  possible  to 
tlie  terms  made  use  of  in  the  raemoriai  drawn 

the  count  de  Mafei  upon  this  subject. 

Concerning  ibe  cession  of  Sicily,  you  are  to 
insist  that  it  be  made  in  the  maoner  demanded 
by  us  ; and  (bat  this  act,  as  well  as  tbosenc- 
cessaiyon-lhe  precedent  bead,  be  finished  at 
the  same  time  os  the  renunciations  and  settle* 
nieiiti  of  tbecrowQsof  France  and  Spain  sfaal! 
be  made. 

You  are  to  refuse  to  consent  to  defer  the 
actual  sorrender  of  tbit  island  to  bis  royal  high* 
rest  till  the  general  peace ; But  you  are  at 
liberty  to  ugree  that  be  shall  not  take  posses* 
sion  thereof,  until  bis  and  our  peace  be  made 
with  France  and  Spain.  In  other  respects, 
you  will  bring  this  article  likewise  os  near  as 
possible  (o  liie  terms  mode  use  of  by  the  count 
de  Maffsi  in  his  memorial. 

Itseems  too  iodifferent  to  eitherside,  whe- 
ther a furmti  suspension  of  arms  be  agreed  to 
between  France  and  Savoy,  or  not  to  have  this 
mauer  much  insisted  on ; and  iliere  may  be 
some  reasons  why  in  prudence  the  duke  o{ 
Savoy's  accommodation  sliould  lie  yet  a while 
conceded.  You  will  tlierefure  have  the  less 
regard  to  this  point,  and  treat  for  his  royal  high- 
ness, upon  the  supposition  and  condition  of  his 
couiiog  into  the  peace  wlien  we  shall  do  so. 
And  wliereas  it  has  Imeu  surmised  that  bis  royal 
highness  might  think  of  exchanging  Sicily 
fur  some  other  territories  contiguoos  to  bis  own, 
which  would  by  on  means  be  agreeable  to  our 
design,  or  to  ibe  interests  of  our  kingdoms ; you 
may  therefore  coA>ent  to  an  article  to  prevent 
the  exchange  or  alienntioa  of  this  kingdom  from 
tlie  Ikhiso  of  Savoy. 

As  to  the  second  point  which  you  are  to  ad- 
just, ns  fur  forth  as  is  possible,  we  have  direct- 
ed what  has  been  prepared  by. the  civilians 
upon  this  siil|ject,  to  be  put  iotu  your  bands; 
ofu'bicb  you  will  make  the  best  use  you  ate 
abl>4  and  you  will  euiidnvnur  to  agree  the  se- 
veral formsin  suib  inaniier,  niul  lo  cuncert 
such  measures  for  die  dispatch  of  them,  that 
when  the  persons  w lKini  we  shall  think  fit  to 
appoint  til  be  witne-ses  of  these  renunciations 
and  setllcoieiits,  slialt  nrrive  in  France  ami 
Spain,  there  may  be  as  little  roam  as  possible 
left  ibr  dilute  or  cclny. 

Tlie  most  clirrMinii  king  being  very  earnest 
to  obtain  some  advaotageaui  cundiuuns  for  tlie 
late  elector  ot  navaiia;  you  are  tn  Inform  the 
Freucb  ministers,  that  we  shall  readily  a)>ri.-e  to 
hnve  ibis  piiiice  restored  to  nil  which  be  en- 
joyed ut  ^ 
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elector,  and  except  the  Upper  Palatinate,  both 
which  arc  to  remain  and  belong  to  tlie  elector 
Pabtine.  We  think  this  a sufficirnt  conces- 
sion on  our  part  in  fitvoor  of  the  prince  above- 
inentiiined,  who  being  in  potwssion  of  Na- 
mur, Luxeuiburg,  Chnrieroy,  and  Newport, 
use  may  be  made  thereof  in  tbe  general  treaty 
of  peace:  and  be  may  have  an  opportunity 
there,  in  exchange  for  these  plnces  and  couu- 
tries,  lo  obtain  someihinz  farther  for  liia- 
seK. 

You  may  however,  if  you  shall  find  it  for 
onr  service,  consent  on  our  part,  tliat  lie  have 
the  Icingdoni  of  Sardinia  yielded  to  him;  for 
the  obtaining  whereof,  the  possession  Just 
now  mentioned  seems  to  be  nn  adequate  secu- 

fn  treating  of  the  several  matters  entrusted 
to  your  management,  you  are  to  liave  especial 
core  to  avoid  entangling  us  in  any  new  engage- 
ments; and  for  that  purpose,  you  are  to  say 
and  to  repeat,  that  we  iboll  willingly  enter  into 
the  common  guarantee  for  sopponine  that 
settlement  of  Europe  which  shall  be  established 
by  the  general  peace  ; but  that  ne  will  uot  be 
tied  down  to  any  stipulation  wliich  may  oblige 
us  to  make  war,  and  especially  witli  our 
allies,  in  order  to  procure  this  setiieraent.  It 
is  advantage  enoo^to  France  tliiu  thecandoct 
of  our  allies  has  made  it  reasonable,  just,  and 
even  necessary  for  us  to  witlidraw  ourselves  out 
uf  the  present  war. 

After  you  shall  have  received  sufficient  sa- 
tisfaction in  all  the  .points  before  mentioned, 
you  may  proceed  to  speak  to  such  ardctei  os 
relate  particularly  (0  tbe  interests  of  Great 
Britain,  and  eadcavnur  to  have  such  of  them, 
as  there  may  appear  10  be  any  doubt  con* 
coming,  explained  in  tbe  most  advantogeous 
manner. 

You  will  likewise  do  your  best  to  dneover 
upon  the  several  parts  of  tbe  general  plan  of 
peace,  whai  tbe  real  ultimatum  of  France  may 
be;  and  upon  this  head  you  are  to  say,  that 
when  we  shall  conclude  our  treaty,  it  may  be 
expedients  fix  a lime  fnrtbe  allies  to  comeio. 
Daring  which,  our  goud  oiiices  shall  be  em- 
ployed to  reconcile  the  disputes  which  may 
arise,  nod  to  render  the  peace  general.  But 
we  shall  nut  do  auy  tiling  like  iuiposing  tlie 
sclieme  offered  by  France  upon  our  allies 
I or  debarring  them  from  the  liberty  of  mdea- 
vnuringto  obtain  still  better  terms  for  ibem-’ 
selves. 

Wlten  you  shall  have  concluded  the  convene 
tioD  fnr  uie  suspension  of  arms,  you  may  dis- 
patch  to  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  sir  John 
Jennings  knight,  our  admiral,  and  commander 
in  chief  of  uur  Seel  in  tiiehleditereuean,  to 
our  trusty  and  well  beloved  William  Chetwynd 
esquire,  our  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  repu^ 
lie  of  Genoa,  and  to  the  commander  in  chiefot 
our  troops  in  Catulouia,  onr  orders,  which  are 
herewith  put  into  your  liands ; and  at  the  same 
time  yuu  are  to  cuncert  with  the  ministers  of 
France,  not  only  the  safe  retreat  of  the  etnpe- 
iVOr's  fotr-tt,  outof-Catalpo^  if  bis  impenai 
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shall  think  6t  to  withdraw  ilioio,  bnt 
also  the  march  of  the  PuftBgueseiroopSr.wliich 
are  now  serving  there,  bock  lo  itieir  own  c&ua- 
tej- 

Webnve  likewise  ordered  Efc^  passes  signed 
bj  us  in  blank,  tabeyut  into  your  hands,  which 
you  will  exchuQge  MH^inst  the  like  unnibcr,  os 
foanas  ilie  suspension  shall  bcaerced;  And 
you  may  acqiioiiit  ilie  French  muiismrs  that 
more  will  he  sent  from  hence  by  every  oppor* 
tunitj.  Giren  at  our  court  at  Windsor  Castle, 
July  SJ,  1712,  in  the  llth  year  of  our  reign. 

A.  it. 

No.  Sd. 

Hague,  June  5, 1712,  N.  S. 

Msdom ; After  all  the  proofs  which  yoor 
najesiy  has  given  during  ilte  course  of  your 
gionntu  reign,  nf  yonr  great  zeal  for  the  piAlic 
good,  aud  of  your  ndfaerence'to  the  common 
cause  of  the  high  allies,  after  so  many  marks 
you  have  had  tfie  goodness  to  give  us  of  your 
tender  aRection,  and  of  your  friendship  to  our  re- 
public, and  after  the  repeated  aseurunces'you 
beve  given  us,  and  thatvery  lately  too,ofynur  io- 
tentiims,  that  your  troops  should  act  against  the 
common  enemy,  until  the  war  vras  cnncloded 
fay  n gooeral  peace : it  is  impossible  we  should 
tiiit  be  Mrprised  and  afflicted  by  two  declani- 
tions  we  biive  lately  received  one  after  another, 
in  the  uaine  of  your  majesty ; ibe  first  by  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  yourgeneral,  that  be  could 
uoderuke  nothing  without  new  orders  from 
yoEi;  the  other  by  tlie  bishop  of  Bristol,  your 
plenipotentiary  to  the'  congress  at  Utrecht; 
that  yom  majesty  perceiving  that  we  did  not 
answer  as  we  ni^ht  the  proposal  which  you 
hnd  made  us,  nud  that  we  would  not  arc  in 
concert  with  your  ministers,  on  the  subject  of 
peace,  you  would  take  your  measures  apart  ;and 
(bat  you  did  tint  look  npinr  yourself  to  be  now 
Qiidcrauy  obligation  whatever  with  respect  to 

As  soon  as  iSe  had  notice  of  those  declara- 
tion!, we  sent  orders  to  our  minister,  who  hat 
the  honour  to  reside  at  your  majesty's  court,  lo 
represent  to  you  the  reasons  of  our  surprise, 
and  the  consequences  of  those  declarwtions, 
and  to  request  you  with  tliat  respect  whidi  we 
always  had,  and  which  we  shall  for  ever  encer- 
tein  for yourroyal  person,  that  you  giveolber 
orders  to  the  duke  of  Ormood,  that  he  may 
act  with  fill  ponible  vigour,  according  to  the 
ex'igencT  of  the  war;  and  that  your  majesty 
would  have  the  goodness  to  entertain  other 
sentiments  of  us,  than  those  which  the  bishop 
of  Bristol  has  declared  to  our  plenipotentiaries 
at  Utrecht. 

But  the  morewe  consider  those  declarations, 
the  more  important  we  find  them,  and  the  more 
we  apprebmd  the  consequences : Therefore 
we  could  not  forbear  applying  ourselves  by 
this  letter  directly  to  your  majesty,  hoping  that 
you  will  consider  it,  as  we  promise  ourselves 
you  will,  both  |»Qr|i^i^iiifnce’flndi 


wisdom,  and  from  your  so  much  famed  zeal  for 
the  public  welfare ; particularly  from  your 
usual  friendship  und  ajectiun  for  us  and.  our 
republic. 

We  protest  before  all  things,  that  as  we  erer  ^ 
had  a tree  friendsliip,  as  well  as  (be  liigbest 
pectforyoar  majesty,  andasincere  nfiection  ^ 
to  ail  your  interests,,  with  on  earnest  desire  td 
lire  in  a perfecc  good  understanding  aud  unioo 
with  you  : ue  have  still  the  seme  sentiments, 
and  shall  aJwvys  preserve  tliem,  Kjaliisg  for 
nothing  more,  than  to  be  olile  to  give  your  ma< 
jesty  the  most  canvhicing  proofs  of  it. 

After  this,  we  pray  yuur  majesty  to  consider, 
according  tu  your  great  penetration,  whether 
we  have  out  just  ground  to  be  eurprised,  when 
we  see  a stop  put,  by  an  order  in  your  majesty's 
name,  wiiliiHit  our  kjidwledge,  to  the  operations 
of  the  confederate  army,  the  finest  ami  strong- 
est which  perhaps  has  been  in  the- field  during 
(he  whole  course  of  the  war,  and  provided  with 
all  necessaries  to  act  with  vigour;  end  this 
lifter  they  had  marched,  accordiog  to  the  reso- 
lution taken  in  concert  with  yoar  rnajescy’s  ge- 
neral, almost  up  to  the  enemy,  with  a great 
soperiority  both  as  to  the  numbn  and  goodness 
of  troops,  and  animated  with  a noble  conrage 
and  zeal  to  acquit  themselves  bravely ; to  tiut 
in  all  human  appearancerand  wHh  the  divine 
assistauce,  which  vre  have  experienced  so  viti- 
Lty  on  so  many  other  occasions,  we  should 
have  been  able,  either  by  battle  oP  eioges,  to  ■ 
gain  great  advantages  over  the  enemy,  to  have 
bettered  the  afiaira  of  ilie  allies,  and  to  faolt- 
tate  the  negotiariousnf  peace. 

We  flatter  ourselves  indeed  with  the  hopes 
which  the  duke  of  Ormond  hns  given  os,  that 
ill  a few  days  he  expects  other  orders;  but  in 
the  mean  time  we  are  sorry  to  see  one  of  the 
fioest  opportunities  lost,  being  uncertain  whe- 
ther we  shell  have  another  so  favourable,  sines 
the  enemy  have  rime  given  them  to  fortify  them- 
selves and  take  (heir  precaution!,  while  the 
army  of  the  allies  lies  still  wiibouC  action ; and 
consuming  the  forage  all  round,  deprive  (hoin- 
selves  of  the  means  of  subsisting  for  time  to 
come,  in  those  places,  whereby  concert,  the 
operations  of  the  campaign  were  designed ; 
which  may  make  sucli  enterprizes  impossible 
hereafter,  as  were  practicable  now,  and  con- 
sequently render  the  wliole  campaign  unsuc- 
cessful, to  the  inestimable  {»ejudice  of  the 
common  cause  of  the  high  allies. 

Certainly  when  we  consider  (be  army,  a!  it 
really  is  composed  uf  the  troops  of  your  ma- 
jesty and  the  other  allies,  joined  togetlier  hy  ' 
common  concert,  to  act  fur  the  greotest  ad- 
vantage Bod  furtliemoce  of  the  common  cause, 
and  the  assurances  wliich  your  mojeity  had 
given  us  by  your  letters,  by  jourmimstera,  and 
last  of  all,  by  your  general  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond, of  your  inteotioni,  that  your  troops 
sliould  be  ordered  to  act  with  ibetr  nsual  _vi- 
goirr,  as  well  as  the  eiigagenienu  into  which 
your  majestyis  entered,  not  only  with  respect 
to  os  but  also  separately  andjoimly  wiih  Ui,  in 
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us  to,  coi^ectOK  and  conceive,  bo»’  tn  order, 
so  prejudicial  to  the  common  cause,  given  $o 
•godeoly  without  our  knowledge,  and  undoubt* 
■"  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other 

, agree  and  consist  wiUi  the  nature  of 

nlliiice,  and  with  those  assurances  and  eo* 
rfngementt  just  now  mentioned.  For  though 
■ccurding  to  the  declaration  of  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  ;oDr  majest;  bolds  jourself  to  be  dis- 
engaged from  evet7  obligatioa  with  regard  to 
us,  it  is  plain  that  the  matter  now  in  questioo, 
is  not  our  particular  iutereet  or  advantage,  but 
that  of  ail  the  allies,  who  will  suiScr  by  the 
prejudice  which  nn  order,  so  little  expected, 
must  needs  bring  to  the  common  cause. 

But,  madam,  we  cannot  forbear  telling  your 
mniesty,  that  the  dc-claration  made  by  Che 
bisbou  of  Biiscol  at  ITcrecbC  hoa  no  less  sun- 
p^d  us,  ihao  that  of  the  duke  of  Ormond  io 
iho  army.  It  appears  to  us  lo  tutvaordinary, ' 
that  we  know  not  how  to  reconcile  it  with  the 
great^odnese  and  kiodnesa  vrhich  your  na- 
sfsxy.nas  always  honoured  ns  with;  and  not 
Ming  able  to  conceive  bciw  such  a sudden 
change  could  happen  with  respect  to  us;  we 
are  not  ooly  surprised,  but  afilicccd.  at  It.  ^Ve 
have  carefully  examined  our  conduct,  and  find 
tmlbinginit  thac  can  Iiavu  given  ground  to 
that  dissatisfaccioD  which  your  majesty  ex- 
presses with  us  by  this  Jeclaraiiun. 

From  the  very  first  day  that  your  majesty 
ascended  the  throne,  we  testified  all  the  de* 
Terence  tliaC^ou  could  desire  fiem  a state  ^ 
f^udship  and  alliance  with  you.  Wo  care- 
fully sought  after  your  amity  and  aJTecciou;  and 
tmoVuiering  the  happy  cficcu,wUcL  a good  inlet- 
licence,  harmony,  and  union,  betwixt  your  ma- 
jesty and  us,  and  the  two  nations,  m^hc  pro- 
duce, and  hate  really  produced,  and  the  ad- 
vantage  which  resulted  from  Cbence  to  both, 
as  well  as  to  the  common  cause  of  all  the  al- 
lies, we  made  it  our  bnsiacss  beucily  to  culti- 
vate them,  and  more  and  oiore  to  gain  your 
isiyesQ's  confidence,  and  to  confbnu  ourselves 
to  your  seotimcDU  ns  much  as  possibly  we 
could. 

We  think  that  we  gave  a sigosJ  proof  of 
this,  patticubriy  with  regard  to  the  negotiations 
of  peace,  since  not  only  after  we  were  informed 
of  the  conferences  formerly  held  in  Bnglaod  . 
up.unthU  subject,  we  did  expect  that  your  ma- 
jesty would  give  us  nn  account  of  them:  hsr- 
ing  this  firm  confidence  la  your  friendship  for 
our  republic,  and  in  your  for  the  good  of 
the  comnuo  cause,  that  uotiiing  would  be 
done  to  prejudice  ui  and  the  other  allies;  but 
also  wheu  your  majesty  communicated  to  oi 
the  ptelimisary  arddea  signed  ^ M.  Alesoa- 
ger  ID  England,  aud  when  you  proposed  lo  us 
the  coUingBiid  holdbg  a congress  for  a geoersl 
peac%aud  required  of  us  to  grant,  for  this  eiul, 
iiaces^y  passports  for  the  enetay’s  rpinisters, 
weconieutedto  it,  chou^  we  had  wy  reasons 
vshiciviQ  itsseem^  very  well  grounded,  not  to 
^ter  iutoeuch  a traaty  without  abetter  found- 
atiqu,  on  atleast  without  the  coaourcence  of 
the  qihei  :9ili^„h«k  Jom 


jescy’s  sentiments  to  our  own,  in  order  to  give 
yon  a new  proof  of  our  deference. 

_ Wo  did  uo  less  with  respect  to  the  difficul- 
ties which  were  started  on  the  subject  of  the 
treaty  of  mutual  guaranty  for  (he  succes- 
sion of  the  Pfoteataut  line, jo  your  majcMy's 
kin^oms,  and  fur  our  b^ier ; a treaty  of 
sud,  importnuce  to  the  two  nations,  that  wo 
look  upon  it  as  the  strongest  tie  tliat  could  be 
thought  on  to  unite  for  ever  tlie  hearts  tnd  in- 
terMtsof  both,  concluded  after  the  m^urcst 
deliberation,  and  ratified  on  both  sides  in  thq 
most  authentic  form  : for  though  we  might 
have  stood  to  the  treaty  ns  it  was,  yet  we  en- 
tered into  a negotiation  upon  those  difficulties, 
and  particularly  on  the  point  of  the  Assiemo, 
concerning  which  woj^ve  uurplenipetentinries 
such  instructions,  tiutc  we  no  longer  doubted 
but  all  the  difficulties  would  have  been  ati^usted 
to  mutual  content,  and  that  we  should  tbere^ 
Imv*  intireiy  regained  your  majesty's  cojofi- 
dence,aaduie  r^hcr,  because  in  tJie  first  place, 
wheu  the  meeting  of  a congress  fur  a general 
pence  was  in  hand,  your  majecy  declared  to 
us  by  your  ambassador,  that  you  desired  no 
more  than  our  concucrencc  in  that  single  point, 
and  this  on^  mark  of  our  coalidenee,  and  that 
then  you  would  give  us  strong  and  reil  proolt 
of  yonrafi'ecuoo  towards  us,  andofyourup- 
righcintentionawitlirespecttotbecommoncause 
of  eJltbe  allies;  aud  that  afterwards,  wlicn 
the  difficulties  about  the  succession  and  the  bar- 
rier were  raised,  your  tnajei^  did  likewise  as- 
sure us,  that  if  we  would  remit  somethiog  upon 
the  most  essential  points,  and  particularly 
about  the  .ofiair  of  the  Assieoto,  it  would  be 
the  true  way  to  re-establish  a mutual  confidence, 
which  being  once  restored,  yourmajesty  woulil 
take  paniculorly  to  heart  ^e  ^tercst  of  (his 
state,  and  act  in  conjunct^  with  us,  in  die 
whole  oegotiatioa,  to  obuin  an  hoocurable,. 
good,  and  sure  peace. 

But  we  find  ourselves  very  much  out  in  our 
expectation;  since,  at  the  very  same  lime, 
when  we  mads  the  greatest  advances  cowardf 
your  majesty,  and  t^t  we  did  verily  believewe 
should  come  to  an  agreement. about  the  poiuc^ 
in  difiereiice,  we  see  the  carl  ofStrafTord  gona 
withou^fii^sbing  that  offiiir,  we  see  the  anuy, 
Btopt  in  the  b^inning  of  its  career,  and  we 
liear  a d«?latation,  by  which  your  majesty  look* 
upon  y ourself  to  be  disenguged  from  all  ubli- 
gatiuns  with  us ; for  which  the  reasous  alleged 
ace,  Tiiac  we  have  oot  auswered,  as  we  ough^ 
the  advuices  your  mqjesty  made  cowards  us, 
and  that  wo  would  not  act  in  concert  with  yout; 
luinisters  about  the  peace. 

If  your  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  look  wiia 
A favourable  ^ equitabla  eye  upon  our  con- 
duct, we  flatter  ourselves,  and  have  a firm  con-. 
Gdeuce,  that  you  will  find  notbiug  in  it  which 
can  pve  you  such  dlsadvancseeous  ideas  an^ 
thoughts  of  us,  but  chat  you  ^ilf  rather  find  liiot 
wo  We  performed,  and  do  still  perform,  ml 
that  we  are  bound  to,  as  good  and  fatUiltu  al- 
lies, and  particularly  to  your  pnuem'-  , 

, >y W Mffl  W?.  f erlwps  w 
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tufficirnc  to  pertuaile  jou  bat  we  mutt 
•lid,  that  having  Hlnnys  eiceemed  ;0Hr  iiut- 
jCTty’a  nlTcefion,  und  • good  lisrmony  betwixt 
the  two  nmticnn,  as  one  of  the  strongest  supports 
ofaurstnte,aQdoftliepmtcstaiit  region,  nnd  as 
one  of  the  most  efTectual  met  Ms  to  mointma  and 
stdranee  our  coniraoit  inicr»is,  nnd  those  of 
the  whole  crmfederity  ; and  this  sincere  opi- 
nion being  firmly  imprinted  on  our  liesris,  ne 
were  never  bnekword  to  commnnieate  und 
consult  in  all  confidence  with  your  majesty  afid 
your  ministers  upon  the  nfiairs  of  the  peace, 
according  to  the  foondations  lairt  down  in  the 
fhihd  all'ttmce  and  ocher  treaties;  we  declare 
that  we  liore  slwoya  been  inclinable  nnd  ready 
to  do  it,  niirt  lire  so*  still,  as  far  as  we  ran,  with- 
out prejuiHce  to  the  other  allies,  and  without 
depnrl^ig  from  ur  acting  against  the  engsge- 
ueiics,  treaties,  and  alliances,  which  we  have 
Cncer^  into. 

But,  madam,  oil  the  proposals  hitherto  made 
to  us  ^on  thut  subject  were  couched  in  very 
general  terms,  without  commonicatiog  to  us  the 
result  of  the  negotialHins  betwixt  your  majesty's 
hiinrsters  and  tlmse  of  Trance,  nor  even  your 
tmijesty*s  thoughts  about  the  subject,  which  »e 
Ought  to  ha«e  concefted  teacher;  it  is  tme  that 
in  some  of  the  last  conferences  your  majesty’s 
iiiinislii^s  demanded  to  know  whether  ours  were 
liimished  with  a full  power,  and  authorised  to 
draw  up  n plan  for  the  peace;  but  it  had  been 
just,  ‘before  such  a thing  wns  demanded  of  us, 
that  they  slShld  liaVe  communicated  the  result 
of  the  negotiations  so  long  treated  of  betwixt 
TOur  majesty's  rniitist^  and  those  of  the  ene- 
iiiy ; or  at  least  they  should  have  uld'  us  yuur 
ni^estv's  tbouglits. 

lla'd'that  plan  related  only  to  your  majesty’s 
interests  amfours,  we  should  perhaps  have  been 
in  Uie  wroo|||noi  to  have  forchwitli  come  into 
it,  ^ion'gh%iflB  in  that  case  the  aSair  would 
Dot  bave  bebn  without  its  difficulties,  since  the 
least  notice  ofit  whieb  should  have  come  to 
the  enemy  must  have  been  very  prejudicial ; 
but  as  the  plan  in  question  concerned  die  in- 
terest of  all  the  allies,  nnd  almost  all  Torope, 
wc  had  very  strong  o|iprehcrisiuns,  chat  as  the 
particular  iiegotiadoos  betwixt  your  majesty’s 
' piiiiisters  and  those  of  France,  aod  the  reaui- 
Dcss  with  ivbicb  we  consented  to  the  congress 
at  Dtrecht,  and  to  the  pving  of  passports  to  the 
enemy’s  ministers,  Imd  already  occasioned 
khundanceof  suspicion*  and  much  uneasiness 
to  his  impefial  mujeety  and  the  other  allies  ; we 
say,  wc  apprehend  tliat  his  imperial  majesty 
and'  the 'other  allies  coming  to  know  (which 
would  have  been  very  dilSculc  to  eonccru  from 
them)  (he  concert  betwixt  your  mojesty's  mi- 
nisters  and  dura  for  a plan  of  peace,  and  that 
tefnee  the  ouDisicfs  of  France  had  given  a spe- 
cific ansi|er  to  the  demands  of  the  allies,  their 
suspicions  and  uneaslaess  would  iiare  iocreased, 

Sd  that  way  of  proceeding  might  have  given 
:m  Rtound  to.  entertain  prejudidil  thoughu, 
as  ifit  had  been  the  intentioii  ofynur  majesty 
aod  us  to  abandon  the. grand  alliance  ami  the 


open  us  to  determine  the  fate  of  all  the  other 
allies ; by  which  his  imperial  majesy  and  the 
other  confederates  might  hare  been  pushed  on 
to  separate  measures,  and  to  take  such  steps  ns 
would  be  no  ways  egreeafalo  to  yuur  majesty’s 
interest  nor  ours. 

We  thought  these  reasoijs  strong  enough 
to  justify  our  conduct  to  your  majesty  on  this 
head,  and  if  we  did  not  enter,  with  nil  the  rea- 
diness which  yon  might  have  wished  for,  into 
the  concert  proposed,  we  hope  that  at  mou 
your  fflnjesty  will  look  upon  our  backwardnpu 
only  as  an  excess  of  prudeuce,  or  of  scrnpl^ 
and  not  in  the  least  as  a want  of  confidence  in 
your  majesty,  while  the  allies  might  luiva  conri- 
tlered  it  aya  departing  from  the  treaties,  and 
particularly  from  the  ei^th  article  oftlie  grand 
ailiance:  we  also  hope  that  your  majesty  (for 
the  reasons  here  allied)  wifi  ley  aade  iho» 
hard  Ifaougbte  of  ns,  as  if  we  had  not  answered, 
as  we  ought,  the  advances  which  your  majesty 
made  towards  os,  nnd  that  we  would  not  ace  in 
concert  wkh  your  ministers  upon  the  subject  oT 
the  peace.  Bur,  madam,  thonjh  your  majesty 
should  not  acquiesce  in  our  reasons  (of  which, 
bowWer,'we  cannot  doubtj  we  pray  your  ma- 
jesty to  consider  whether  that  be  sumcient  for 
your  majesty  to  tliink  tliat  you  are  disengaged 
from  oil  obligations  with  respect  to  us. 

Had  we  acted  against,  and  contravened  the 
engagements  and  trenties  which  we  bad  the 
honour  to  conclude  with  your  majesty,  wemiglu: 
hare  expected  from  your  goodness  and  Justice 
that  yon  would  have  represented  those  contra- 
ventions to  us,  and  not  have  looked  upon  ymir-* 
self  to  be  disengaged  till  such  time  ae  we  bad 
refused  to  give  ^ necessary  redress;  hot  a*  vre 
did  no  ways  engage  to  enter  with  your  mnjesty 
into  a concert,  to  draw  np  a plan  of  peace, 
witliout  the  participation  of  ibe  otlief  members 
oftlie  grand  alliance,  the  backwardness  we  have 
shewn  opon  that  head  cannot  be  looked  upon 
as  a contravention  of  our  engagements,  and 
therefore  caunot  serve  to  disengage  your  ma- 
jesty from  yours,  with  respect  to  us ; since  we 
are  verily  persuaded  that  we  have  fully  onswer- 
cd  all  onr  treaties,  and  nil  our  nlllaDces,  both 
with  your  majesty  and  with  the  high  allies  in 
general,  and  that  we  have  done  more  in  this 

resent  war  than  ciuld  In  justice  and  equity 

ave  Iieen  expected  from  us;  all  the  diflepcnce 
betwixt  your  majesty  nnd  us  in  this  point  is  no 
more,  if  rightly  considered,  than  a disparity  of 

In  truth,  madam,  if  for  such  a cause  betwixt 
potentates  allied  and  united  together  by  the 
strongest  and  strictest  tie*  of  alliance,  interest, 
end  religion,  any  one  of  iliose  potentates  could 
quit  nil  their  dngngcnieots.  and  disengage 
-themselves  from  all  tbeirohligtttoos,  there  is 
nn  tic  so  strung  which  may  qot  be  broke  atnny 
. time,  and  we  know  of  do  engagements  that 
' could  be  relied  on'in  time  to  come. 

Wc  assure  ourselves,  that  when  yonr  majes^ 
j considers  die  cmaet^umces,  yon  will  not  pqr- 
I sist  in  the  declancion  wliich  the  bishop  of 
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reipecr,  and  all  the  eaniestneH  of  irliicb  we 
are  capable,  thac  ysa  would  not;  sad  aJ*o  iliac 
jaa  woold  be  pleased  to  revoke  liie  order  given 
CO  (he  duke  ofOnnoo'd,  if  ic  be  not  revoked  al< 
ready,  and  chat  you  would  auchorige  Iiim  to  act 
according  (o  eccurreDcec,  and  as  the  ex'ifciicy 
of  (be  war  and  (be  advancement  of  the  commoD 
cause  shall  requite. 

\7e  also  reriuest  you,  tnidnm,  to  cornmnnH 
cate  to  us  die  rcsuli  uVthe  suufereiices  bcLwiii 
your  ministers  and  those  of  ibe  enemy,  or  at 
ieost  your  thoughts  upon  die  peace;  and  we 
will  endeavour  to  give  your  majesty  nil  ioiagina- 
Uc  proofs  of  our  defereocc  for  your  seniimeats, 
and  of  uur  sincere  desire  to  preserve  your  valo- 
ftble  friendship  ns'much  as  we  can,  withnot 
acting  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  engagements 
into  wliich  sve  have  entered  by  treaties  aoii  al- 
liances wijli  your  majesty  aod  other  poteuiatea. 

We  are  firmly  persuaded,  that  ic  is  not  your 
majesty's  intention  in  any  manner  to  break 
them,  since  you  have  always  been  nf  the  same 
opinion  with  us  and  die  other  iillte5,.tlint  agood 
union  betwixt  the  allies,  not  only  during  the  pre- 
sent war.  but  also  after  die  peace  sliali  be  cuu- 
ciuded,  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  inosilBiIid, 
and  even  the  only  method  to  preserve^  ibe  li- 
berty and  independency  of  aU  together^  and  of 
every  one  in  particular,  against  die  great  power 
of  France. 

We  expect  also,  tliat  alter  having  given  such 
great  aud  signal  proofs  ofyour  wisdom,  of  your 
firmness,  aod  ofyour  seal,  fur  the  support  of  the 
common  cause,  your  majesty  will  not  now 
take  SBcIi  resulutinns  as  may  be  prejudicial  to 
us  and  the  other  allies;  but  that,  in  urderto  oli- 
uin  an  honourable,  sure,  and  general  peace, 
you  wilt  pursue  the  same  methods,  and  keep 
to  die  same  maxims,  which  you  formerly  lield, 
and  which  Almighty  God  hath  blessed  in  so  re- 
markable a manner  by  victories  and  great 
ereocs,  wliich  will  render  the  glory  of  your  ma- 
jesty's reign  immoriai. 

Vfe  again  renew  to  yonr  majesty  the  assu- 
rances of  our  high  and  perfect  esteem  for  your 
person  and  friendship,  as  also  of  our  intentions 
and  sincere  desires  to  entertain  with'  your  ma- 
jesty the  same  good  cutrespoiideiice,  harmony, 
and  union,  as  before,  and  to  cultivate  the  same 
betwixt  the  two  naiioiis,  os  far  as  ic  shall  liein 
our  power;  and  we  pray  your  majesty  to  pre- 
serve likewise  for  us  and  our  republic  your 
former  nfreclion.  We  refer  for  the  rest  to  what 
the  SieorVan  Borsrle,our  envoy  extrauedioary, 
bos  further  to  say  to  your  majesty  on  this  sub- 
ject. And  pray  die  Aloiighty,  &c. 


No.  37. 

FmtoiHbkau,  Aug.  2J,  N.  S.  1712. 

My  Lord;  I left  Calais  ou  Monday,  accord 
ing  to  what  1 writ  to  youc  lordship  frixi,  ihat 
place,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey  to  Paris, 
wliera  1 ariivcd  alioot  six  o'clock,  WnlimJay 
in  the  evening.  On  the  road  I took  oil  possi- 
bla  precautions  to  conceal  toy  name,  aud  to 
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avoid  all  sort  ai.  ceremony,  by  stopping  to  re- 
fresh myself  as  Hide  as  possible,  and  when  I 
did  nop,  by  cliusing  to  do  it  out  of  the  great 
towns.  My  care  was,  however,  in  a great  mea- 
sure froideu ; and  they  did  their  uimusc  in  the 
places  through  wipcli  I passed,  to  shew  their 
respects  to  die  qureii ; so  that  1 arrived  at  least 
as  much  fatigued  with  compliment  as  tired 
with  my  juumey. 

Soon  afietlgot  outof  ray  cliaise,  agemlcniao 
came  to  me  from  Madame  de  Croissy,  brought 
her  coach,  invited  me  to  supper,  and  told  me 
dial  M.  de  Turcy  was  coming  pnii  from  Fon- 
taiubleau  to  meet  me.  In  efioct  1 iutii  not  Ikuo 
lung  m tbe  Hotel  do  Cruisvi  btfore  be  arrived. 
Tiiere  was  no  irsiiting  his  importuiiiliei,  as  cveli 
as  his  niudier's,  and  I wiu  forced  to  cominue 
with  them  during  my  stay  at  Paris.  In  ihese 
two  days  I lost  no  time,  but  pursued  her  ma- 
jesty's instruccipos  wiiii  all  the  iipplicalioli  I 
am  manor  of;  and  I humbly  hope  iliut  1 have 
been  to  happy  as  to  answer  the  purposes  ibe 
which  she  sent  me  hither. 

We  began  with  the  interests  of  the  duke  of 
Savoy;  from  whence  the  principal  ubuade  to 
the  coucluskin  of  the  suspension  of  arms  by  sea 
and  laud  arose,  and  alter  some  cuntesutiou 
have  adjuued  them  in  this  miioner. 

The  right  of  this  prince  uiiij  of  his  fq|uly  to 
the  crowu  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  afi^?hi|ip 
iind  his  tiescendanu,  is  to  be  substituted  io  ib« 
e.vcnc  acts,  and  at  the  tame  time,  as  the  serenl 
rcnuQuatimis  and  settleiueiiU  are  made,  de- 
clared, aud  confirmed,  which  arc 'necessary  to 
nccomplisli  the  article  for  |irGVGiitiug  the  uniou 
of  the  two  monarchiev 

M.  de  Torcy  endeavoured  to  leave  ibis  point 
more  loose,  and  cither  to  defer  securing  the 
succcssioB  of  ilic  IIuuso  of  Savoy,  nr  at  least 
not  to  escnhlish  it  in  the  some  act^.nre  to  pass 
on  the  other  occosiou ; but  ni  I Sidgrd  tius  to 
be  the  safest  and  must  autbciilk;  Bonuer,  I in- 
sisted, and  he  yielded. 

Oo  the  cession  of  Sicily  lie  wnuid  have  ad- 
hered to  the  terms  of  Jfis  Inst  dispatch,  and 
urged  the  absurdity  ofgiving  tiiU^kiugiioni  awn; 
till  tliey  were  sure  of  making  pence  wiihSnvuy. 

It  was  not  diilicult  losbcw  that  licbadniready  de- 
p.vrted  from  llii>  a^meiit,  and  that  there  cuuld 
be  no  reasonable  ol^oncion  to  Pliilip's  making  a* 
cession  ofSicily  to  tlie  duke  ofSavoy  at  the  soma 
liincas  he  consented  to  secure  to  him  thesucces- 
sion  ofSpaio  and  tlie  Indies : Oiat  if  a peace  did 
not  fnllow,  every  thing  whicli  had  }>fca  done 
would  of  course  be  void ; and  that  if  it  did  foU 
low,  the  consideration  for  which  this  island 
was  yielded  would  be  obtained.  Tlus  pviot 
being  over.  ihei«  wns  tiiile  dispute  about  ihe 
time  ivheii  his  royal  liigliness  sbuU  be  put  into 
the  accuiil  possesion  of  this  kii^dom ive  have 
retried  it  to  be  on  the  ratification  of  a genera! 
peace,  or  of  a peace  betneen  the  queen, 
France,  Spaiu,  nnii  Savoy. 

Tbe  count  de  Mafiei  may  not  perliaps  be 
satufied  with  this  agrestneiit ; and  1 remember, 
in  his  memorial  be  desired  his  master  might  be 
at  liberty  at  any  luqe  to  take  possession;  bu( 
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the  duke  of  San>j  nuglit  to  look  <ipon  it  ns  a 
\erj  good  bat^io,  aod  to  be  cooteaied  to  have 
the  unuiiai^ps,  which  are  to  accrue  to  him, 
|)Ut  into  bis  liatidt,  whou  those  rrfaich  her  loa- 
jett;  m|>iiiatcs  for  berhclf  are  pat  into  hm. 

i wish  1 could  haseprerailed  on  the  Iwad  of 
the  barrier  u far  as  1 did  on  the  other  two : 
bot  it  was  impossible,  at  least  it  was  so  for  me. 
M.  de  Torcy  represented,  that  Esilles,  Fe- 
aesirelles,  and  the  valley  of  Pragelns,  besides 
the  restitution  of  all  which  France  is  in  pose^ 
aion  otj  was  tlie  utmost  which  the  klug  would 
ever  consent,  nr  bad  tver  consented,  to  give : 
That  when  the  miniiien  of  Saruy  made,  in 
Holland,  the  same  ulterior  demands  vrhicli’ 
thcT  now  make,  the  ^Dsiunary  loughcdat  them, 
and  even,  at  that  time,  did  not  push  him  to 
comply  with  them : that,  onder  pretence  of  se- 
curity, Lis  royal  highness  really  sought  an  ng> 
grandisemeni  at  the  cxpence  nf  Prance,  and 
out  of  the  ancfciit  domain  of  this  ermn : that, 
though  a king  of  France  wns  a more  powerful 

firince  than  n duke  of  Snvuy;  yet  thnt  the 
otter,  backed  by  a confetlerary,  which  is  the 
only  case  wherein  be  will  attempt  any  thing,  is 
Q drendfiil  enemy  to  tbs  former : that  they 
have  trera  a minority  to  expect,  ami  thcreforo 
ought  to  be  the  mure  careful  ooc  to  leave  the 
iViniciers  of  their  kingdom  exposed : In  sburt, 
that  Sicily  was  an  ample  recompence  to  his 
royal  higltness  for  nil  the  services  be  had  done 
the  <|acen ; and  that  if  her  majesty  was  easy, 
he  was  sure  the  duke  of  Savoy  would  submit: 
he  concluded,  by  repeating  very  earnestly,  cbnt 
the  king  never  would  grunt  him  a larger  burner, 
and  (hat  bis  mmescy  insisted  to  put  this  nega- 
tive new,  since  he  was  revolved  to  do  it  at  last, 
least  ibe  duke  should,  by  continniog  in  hopes, 
spin  iiuc  the  .treaty,  and  delay  concludii^  his 
peace ; for  which  reason  he  likewise  insisted 
chat  the  queen  should  concur  in  this  negative. 

It  is  needless  to  leogthen  my  dispitch  by 
telling  your  lordship  what  answers  I mnde  to 
these  represeotarions ; I replied  in  the  best 
maotter  I was  able,  and  ended,  ns  I am  in- 
stmeted,  by  lectiog  this  minister  know,  that 
the  queen  would  consent  to  nothing  which 
should  foreclose  bis  royal  highness  from  ob- 
taining what,  for  ought  she  knew, might  be  ne- 
cessary; that  this  point  therefore  must  not  lie 
nnw  looked  upon  as  determined,  but  must  he 
left  open  for  the  ministers  of  Savoy  to  debate ; 
that  I did  not  understand  bermrnesty's  inien- 
cionsto  be  to  enlarge  the  duke  of  &voy's  domi- 
nions nut  of  those  of  France ; but  that  I was 
sure  she  would  not  sign  a peace  unless  this 
prince’s  security  was  really  and  effectually  pro- 
vided tor,  which  France  having  promised  in 
general  terms  to  all  the  allia,  coaid  nut  refuse 
>u  any  particular  to  the  duke  of  Savoy, 

The  next  head  to  which  we  proceeded,  was 
that  of  the  renuacialums  and  sttdemen’s, 
necessary  to  jireveni  the  union  nf  the  two 
crowns;  and,  in  treotingof  tliis,  1 cannot  say 
that  1 met  with  aoy  diflicalir : 1 gave  no  hopes 
that  any  experhent  would  be  accepted  to  sign 
die^pe^tm^^^tJus  ^^ide in^jr^.a^^ 


' complished,  though  M.  de  Turcy  proposed  that 
the  peace  should  not  be  delayed  fnr  it,  but  die 
ratifications  should.  He  has  since  consulted 
M.  Bergbeyk,  and  they  are  of  upinioi^  that  a 
nioiuh’s,  or,  at  farthest,  six  wtwks  tune,  will 
siilGce  to  pass  all  the  forms;  so  iliot  I om  de- 
sired to  recommeod  the  dispatch  of  my  lord 
Xiexing(oa,rir  whoever  else  the  miecn  shall  think 
fit  to  send,  into  Spain ; and  1 crave  leave  to 
say,  chat  it  would  be  extremely  out  of  course, 
if  m France  aiid  Spaiu  they  sliould  he  ready  to 
finish  this  importsiic  article,  and  ne  should,  on 
our  parts,  not  he  ready  to  wicuess  the  execution 
uf  it ; especially  when  wc  push  the  eoncludiiig 
of  the  peace,  and  refuse  to  sign  lUilil  all  these 
forms  ore  perfected. 

The  dmugfat  of  Philip's  act  of  renunciation, 
and  the  minutes  taken  by  M.  de  Torcy  and  me, 
both  which  I trausmii  to  your  lordihiiiv  will,  1 
suppose,  be  a sufficient  groundwork  oi  iiiitrue- 
tions  to  those  whom  her  majesty  shall  cliuse  to 
send  hither  and  to  Madrid. 

The  last  point,  that  on  which  we  had  the 
warmest  debates,  was  conceroing  Ibe  elector  of 
Havaris.  As  soon  as  I arrived  at  Paris,  I 
heard  that  he  was  come  to  Cbaillot,  in  the 
Deighbuurhond,  and  M.  de  Torcy  either  was, 
or  affected  to  he,  under  some  uiieusinesi  at  die 
reproaches  which  this  prince  would,  he  said, 
with  reason  give  them,  unless  they  provided 
better  for  him  than  tite  queen  hitherto 
seemed  iuelined  to  allow. 

He  turned  this  matter  several  ways,  and 
made  variety  of  propositions,  which  it  was  plant 
enough  wcre|not  ealempore,  though  he  aTipeared 
desirous  I should  look  upon  ebara  as  sudden 
Thoughts  which  occurred  lo  liiui  in  ireotioe. 
At  lusthe  rested  on  this,  Thnt  the  queen  sbouki 
engage  to  procure  for  the  elector  the  duchy  and 
electorate  of  Bavaria,  exclusive  of  the  upper  pala- 
nate,  and  the  rank  in  the  electoral  collie,  which 
I bad  from  the  first  peremptorily  r^eiMd ; and 
that  she  should  further  promise  to  maiutain  him 
in  the  possession  of  the  dudiies  aod  towns  of 
Luxemburg  and  Namur,  and  in  the  possession 
ofChnrIeruy  and  Nieupert,  until  such  on  equi- 
valent for  these  countnes  and  places  wos  gK-en 
him,  os  be  should  be  satisfied  with.  This  pro- 
po'iiion  f positively  refused  to  assent  to,  and 
told  M.  de  Torcy  very  plainly,  that  leaving 
these  towns  and  places  in  the  elector's  posses- 
sion lilt  he  had  such  an  equivalent  as  he  should 
be  satisfied  with,  was  really  giving  them  abso- 
lutely to  him ; which  I knew  her  raeiesty  nei- 
ther could  or  would  admit.  Further,  that  her 
majesty  would  enter  into  iiu  cit|ageiDenu  to 
procure  any  thing  for  the  elector,  or  eveu  to 
use  her  offices  in  his  behalf;  ibut  the  towns  and 
places  which  this  prince  is  in  posseasion  of 
would  very  probably  be  on  indneemenc  tu  the 
allies  tu  give  him  sometbiog  in  lieu  of  them: 
rhat  her  majesty  woald  oot  oppn-e  his  having 
Sardinia;  which  equivaleni  Imd  been  proposed 
first  from  hence.  Ibis  I let  him  know  was  the 
sum  of  all  lie  was  Co  expect  from  the  queen; 
and  yoor  lnrdsbi,os  will  ifind  the  minutn  drawn 


excT] 

Having  on  precedentnccnsions  as  welt  as  this, 
perceivad,  that  M.  de  Torcj  affected  to  tunc 
aveiy  expression  in  such  o manner  as  to  engage 
the  qiigeu  jointly  with  tlie  king  his  inasier,  f 
tlioiight  proper,  very  explicitly,  and  in  the 
sirungesc  terins  I could  use,  to  say  that  Lite 
queen  would  enter  readily  into  the  common 
guaranty  fur  supporting  that  settlement  of 
Kurope,  whicli  should  by  the  peace  be  mnde  ; 
but  lilac  she  would  on  no  acioant  whatsoever 
be  Foneerned  in  any  stipulation  to  procure 
this  settlement ; that  it  would  be  advantage 
suihcient  fnr  France,  if  the  ciinduct  of  her  mS' 
jesty's  allies  mnde  it  inst  and  necessary  for  her 
to  withdraw  berseif  ouc  of  the  war  before 
them ; and  that  aiierwards  her  good  offices 
should  be  employed  as  became  cbe  common 
friend  of  all  parties. 

I uke  occasion  frequently  to  repent  this  to 
the  French  minisiefs;  and  I believe  they  will 
look  uponit  ns  the  rule  which  het  majcsiy  has 
laid  dow  n,  and  wliich  they  shall  not  be  able  to 
prevail  on  her  to  depart  (ram. 

On  Saturday  in  the  evening  I came  to  Fon- 
tniubleaii,  where  an  apartment  was  provided 
for  me,  and  my  reception  was  particularly  civil. 
On  Sunday  at  nine  in  the  morning  I had  audi- 
ence of  the  king,  to  whom  ! presented  her  ua- 
jesty’s  letter. 

lie  received  me  in  a very  gracious  manner  ; 
he  talked  a cunsiderable  lime  with  me.  and  llie 
substance  iif  wirnt  he  said,  as  near  as  I can  re- 
member, for  his  speech  was  extremely  quick, 
was,  That  be  had  ever  had  the  liighesi  esteem 
fnr  the  queeu : that  she  had  proceeded  in  such 
a manner  as  to  turn  tliat  ertv cm  into  the  siu- 
ceresc  fiisudship : that  be  hojied  she  was  sa- 
tisfied he  had  done  every  thing  on  his  part 
which  might  facilitate  the.peace : That  he  was 
pleased  to  dnd  we  were  so  near  concluding : 
that  there  ivci  e some  who  used  all  endeavours  to 
obstruct  it,  bat  that,  -Gud  be  praised,  (hey 
would  not  bo  long  able  to  do  so:  That  God 
would  binder  them  from  ^ving  the  law  which 
they  pretended  to  : Tiiat  the  success  of  his 
arms  should  make  no  alteratinnin  liim : And 
that  he  would  make  good  all  he  had  offered. 

ft>nlai«Alea«,Ju*.  22,N.  S.  1712. 

Aflcr  I had  had  my  audience  yesterday  of’ 
the  king,  I returned  with  M.  de  Torcy,  to  view 
the  minutes  we  bad  taken,  and  the  draught  for 
ilio  conveutlon  of  the  auspensioa  uf  arms, ' 
wliich  we  signed  in  the  evening : Your  lordship  . 
will  observe,  that  it  is  dated  on  Friday  last, 
at  which  time  tlie  first  brouillion  was  prepared ; 
nnd  I thought  that  every  day  wliich  cbe  com- 
ineucemeut  of  it  was  put  backward,  was  some 
degree  of  advantage  to  ua : the  teriu  is  of  four 
montlts,  which  M.de  Torcy  desired,  as  more 
likely  to  have  its  effect  on  the  Dutch  than  a 
shorter  term,  which  might  have  suffcreii  thmn 
to  enieriain  hopes  still  of  breaking  our  mea- 
sures, and  briaging  the  queen  into  action  again. 

I did  not  sauch  weigh  the  force  of  this  argu- 
ment, ihou^  I tliinic  it  has  somewhat  deter- 
niued  me  te  t9  four  according  tp. 


[esevi 

the  latitude  left  in  my  instructions,  was  fine 
what  I be  remembered  to  liave  been  thesense  of 
several  luercbants  whom  I spoke  wiili  befom  I 
left  London,  who  all  teemed  desirous  of  cbe 
longest  term,  and  thought  that  two  months 
would  not  encourage  many  people  to  venture 
upon  some  voyages.  Secondly,  that  a term  of 
two  months  would  as  cffectuslly  cut  off  all 
prospect  of  acting  by  land  this  campaign,  as  a 
i^mof  four;  and  that  therefore  the  sea  ser- 
vice would  be  chiefly  afiecied  by  thb  easpen- 
sion,  where  we  have  more  to  apprehend  than 
to  hope. 

Monsimr  de  Torcy  bad  inserted  in  tlie 
draueht  these  words,  ' tes  Mers  qul  entoureat 
let  Isles  Uritanuiques,’  and  cited  the  treaty  of 
Breda  as  a precMeiit.  I shewed  him,  that 
before  that  treaty,  the  expression  bad  atwavs 
run  * Murihus  Brilanuicis,'  particularly  in  the 
treaty  with  Cramwell;  and  Chat  the  error  com- 
mitied  in  ihntof  Breda,  had  been  rectified  in  that 
of  Byswick.  He  insisted  more  than  lexpectcd 
on  retaining  liis  word,  and  entered  a little  into 
the  dispute  uf  dominion.  This  mnde  me  the 
more  teuacious,  and  your  lordship  will  find 
these  words,  ‘ les  Mers  qui  entoureat  Ics  isles,’ 
nzed  out ; so  that  it  stands  now  as  it  ought  te 

The  suspension  being  now  signed,  I shall, 
pursuant  to  uiy  instructions,  dispatch  her  ma- 
jesty’s orders  to  sir  John  Jennings,  to  Mr.Cbet- 
wynd,  and  to  the  officer  who  commands  tht 
queen’s  troops  in  Catalouia. 

M.  de  .Torcy  is  likewise  very  earnest  that  the 
duk'e  of.krgyU  he  dispatched,  judging  his  pre- 
sence necessary  ujiou  ibis  new  turn  of  affairs 
for  the  common  interest;  I cannot  help  think- 
ing it  is  su,  pariicuhtriy  for  her  majesty’s  ser- 

Jusi  now  the  duke  of  Orleans  told  me,  that 
the  king  had  this  morning,  at  his  levee,  declared 
that  the  suspension  of  arms  was 'signed;  and 
M.  de  Torcy  infimns  me,  that  they  intend  to- 
morrow to  publisli  it  at  Paris.  1 will  therefore 
lose  no  time  in  dispacchiug  this  courier,  as  soon 
as  I receive,  (nbieli  1 expect  every  moment) 
the  copy  nf  the  act  of  renunciation  which  has 
been  prepared  in  Spain,  and  wherein  tlie  Spa- 
niards seem  to  have  neglected  no  expression 
wiiich  could  add  to  the  strength,  and  no  form 
which  c.-iuld  add  to  the  validity  ofit;  Philip’s 
consent  to  the  cuncolling  the  entry  of  1700, 
meutioned  in  the  conventioo  for  the  suspension 
ol  arms  in  Flanders,  and  the  inserting  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  will  be  the  sub- 
jects of  additional  clauses.  1 sliall  be  ex- 
tremely concerned  if  tlie  queen  does  not  receive 
this  account  before  ihe  news  comes  any  other 
way;  but  I lose  oo  lime,  and  I hope  cbe  mes- 
seiigFr  will  lose  none. 

The  fifty  passes  in  blank  I have  not  yet  re- 
ceired,  but  hope  to  have  (hem  time  enough  to 
accompany  this  dispaccli. 

The  chevalier  has  fixed  bis  departure  on  iha 
first  of  next  raunih,  N.  S.  They  propose  tliat 
he  shall  retire  to  Bar;  and  they  intend  to  write 
to  jhc  duke  uf^rrpin,  M.uk  af  the  emperU 
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and  other  princes,  atecnrityfor  his  person  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  that  place. 

I must  not  conclude  this  letter  withoal  asking 
Tour  lordship’s  pardon  for  e piece  of  false  neos, 
which  I sent  you  from  Calais,  concerning  an 
actiun  at  Pont  a Rache ; the  story  was  told  us 
with  so  many  ciicumstonces,  that  I mode  no 
doubtofthe  truth  of  it,  especially  when  tlie 
mayor  of  the  place  quoted  a letter  which  he 
said  he  received  from  iiis  son-in-law,  who  was 
at  that  time  in  the  army. 

I iuclose  (be  convention  for  the  armistice  in 
the  Netherlands,  which  your  lordship  will  have 
occoskm  for,  and  which,  widi  the  nee  of  renan- 
oiatiim,  and  with  the  minutes  transmitted  to 
vou,  will  aObrd  sufficieot  materials  for  my  lord 
Lexington’s  instructions. 

As  1 intend  toleavethis  place  on  Wednesday 
at  furtliest,  it  will  be  proper  to  lose  no  tinic  in 
tlispatcliing  a letter  of  credence  to  Mr.  Prior, 
to  whom  your  lordship  will  likewise  please  os 
auon  as  possible,  to  send  the  queen's  ratifica- 
cion. 

This  letter  is  already  swolen  to  so  great  a 
bulk,  that  r believe  your  lordship  is  very  will- 
ing r should  refer  to  anoclier  opportunity  such 
furilier  accounts  as  I have  to  give  of  my  pro- 
ceedings. I am.  My  Lord,  your  lordsliips,  most 
hniublc  and  ub^ient  servant, 

Bolingbroez. 

Since  I closed  my  letter,  Monsieur  de  Torcy 
sent  me  word,  a courier  is  arrived  from  Turin 
in  his  way  to  Englanil  j and  desired  to  know  if 
I wouhl  have  him  go  on,  which  I did  not  think 
proper  to  hinder.  1 suppose  this  courier  is 
dispatched  to  the  count  de  MafTri,  upon  the 
impatience  which  the  duke  of  Savoy  is  under, 
upon  not  hearing  from  hence,  according  to 
•what  he  was  made  to  expect  by  hi«  minister’s 
letters,  which  went  by  way  of  Holbnd  some 
(itne  aga 

i am  Olds  to  observe  to  your  lordship,  that 
the  sooner  you  take  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  the  count  de  MofTn,  the  better. 

Besides  thn  papers  niectioned  in  my  letter,  I 
send  your  lurdship  a form  of  publication  of  the 
suspension,  and  u memoir  which  I received 
from -M.de  TorCT  concerning  some  articles  of 
trade.  General  Steoliope  is  just  arrived  here 
in  his  way  to  Britain.  Bolixobsuse. 

No.  go. 

Lelltrfromihe  French  King  lathe  Queen  of 
Great  Britain. 

Versaillet,  October  38 17 13. 

Madam,  my  Sister ; ' 

You  having  acquainted  me,  that  you  have 
an  iniire  confidence  in  Mr.  Prior,  I thought  he 
would  be  more  capable  than  any  body,  to  in- 
form you  of  the  new  proofs  that  I am  ready  to 
give  you,  of  the  particular  regard  i have  for 
you,  as  also  of  my  desire  to  terminate,  wiiboui 
any  delay,  in  concert  with  you,  the  negotiation 
of  peace.  He  goes  into  England  to  gjve  you 
an  account 


witling  to  moke,  to  facilitate  on  intire  conclu- 
sion of  this  work.  1 would  have  you  there- 
fore n^ard  what  1 do  in  this  decisive  conjunc- 
ture, as  new  and  certain  mnrks  of  my  friend- 
ship for  you ; and  do  me  that  pleasure  % ac- 
knowledge them,  by  interesting  yourself  with 
me  in  (iivuur  of  the  elector  of  liararja.  1 do 
not  remind  you  of  tlic  lies  uF  hluud  wliich 
unite  him  ns  well  to  you  as  to  me,  nor  of  many 
other  reasons  which  ought  to  render  you  sensi- 
ble of  his  condition  : It  is  sufficient  for  me  tiint 
you  are  sensible  of  the  concern  that  I have  in 
what  regards  him  ; and  I am  persuaded  lliat 
this  wilt  be  the  principal  motive  that  will  press 
you  to  act  in  bis  favour.  J expect  with  impa- 
tience the  return  of  Mr.  Prior,  w hose  conduct 
isvery  agreeable  to  me : And  as  he  will  assure 
you  of  what  iny  sentiments  are,  I will  only  add 
that  he  cunnoc  sulficienlly  express  tlis  perfect 
esteem  and  sincere  Friecdship  that  I have  for 
yon.  1 am,  madam,  my  sister,  your  good  bro- 
ther,  Louis. 

No.  39. 

7'ke  Queen'i  Teller  to  the  French  King. 

Windtor,  Nov.  14,  1713. 

Monsieur,  my  broth^j 

I have  received  with  a very  sincere  plea- 
sure the  agreeable  letter  wliich  Mr.  Priur 
brought  me  from  you.  As  your  consummate 
wisdom  hath  taken  the  resolution  that  is  most 
proper  to  fix  the  terms  of  the  peace,  you  will 
he  persuaded,  that  I will  not,  on  my  part,, lose 
a moment  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of  it.  I 
assure  you  that  the  great  fiicility  that  you  are 
wilting  to  lend  townrde  it,  out  a regard  to 
me,  snnU  be  made  no  other  use  of,  Chan  to  be 
employed,  without  any  delay,  to  ve-cstablish 
the  public  tranquillity,  accoi^ing  to  ihe  wishes 
of  us  both.  By  die  orders  that  I give  Co  my 
ministers  at  Utrecht,  it  will  appear,  chnc  I do 
all  timt  is  in  my  power  at  the  present  cmijniic- 
lure,  in  favour  of  a prince  whose  interest  is 
supported  by  your  generosity. 

1 don't  nC  all  doubt  hut  lie  himself  is  fuliy 
convincedof  it,  and  that  alt  die  wnild  agrees 
in  it . I again  repeat.  Monsieur  my  bruiber, 
chat  the  considernlion  of  your  friendship  will 
be  a very  prevailing  motive  to  engage  mo  a 
new  in  bis  interest,  and  in  the  interest  of  Ids 
family,  ns  occaskm  shall  offer,  fur  the  future: 
As  to  the  rest,  I send  hack  Mr.  Prior  to  Ver- 
sailles, who  in  continuing  to  conduct  Idnisetf 
in  the  manner  that  shall  be  intirely  acre-ahle 
to  you,  does  no  more  tboti  execute  to  a tittle 
the  orders  which  T have'  given  him ; and 
amongst  all  the  proufs  of  Ids  duty  and  seal  lur 
my  service,  1 expect,  in  a veiy  particular  man- 
ner, that  he  should  take  all  possible  occssioni 
to  repeat  to  you  the  esteem  and  perfect  r^ard 
that  i liave  for  you,  nnd  my  earnest  desire  to 
live  with  yon  io  a sincere  and  perpetual  frieiid- 
ship. 


excix] 
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No.  40. 

September  36,  1712. 
lord  Bolinsireke  to  Lords  Plenipolenliaries. 
Vcelarutioa  to  Lemude  bp  the  French  Plmipih 
tmtiaries. 

{Exlroel ;) 

Tiie  plenipoien(iBries  of  tbc  king  at  Utrecht 
xhall  declare  to  those  of  Great  Driuiii,  that  his 
mniesty  consents  totrent  of  the  pence  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  proposed  bv  her  Britannic  ma- 
jesty in  her  last  speech  to  her  parliament ; but 
they  shall  at  the  same  time  also  declare,  that 
the  Dutch  having  refused  to  conform  to  the 
sentiments  of  this  princess,  rgected  the  sus* 
pension  of  Arms,  and  giren  occasioD  to  the 
changcof  aSairs,  icis  but  jostice  that  bis  ma-  > 
jest/  receive  restitution  of  tbe  expences  lie  has 
bceii  obliged  tu  be  at  during  the  course  of  ibis 
enmpnign  : Uis  majest/  therefore  agrees  tlqt 
the  plan  sent  bv  him  to  London,  lost  April,  be 
exactly  foHewed,  And  this  is  the  precise  de- 
claration trhich  bis  majesty’s  pienipotenriaries 
shall  mnke  to  those  of  the  queen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

But  upon  tbe  foremencioned  groands  the 
king  orders  his  plenipotentiaries  not  to  sign  the 
peace,  but  upon  conditioo  thattbecity  ofTour- 
nay  be  restored  to  him,  besides  the  restitmion 
of  the  other  placet  hrdemonds,  and  which  he 
has  fenson  to  believe  licrBritanoic  majesty  in- 
tended to  comprehend  in  her  speech. 

The  king  will  continue  to  use  all  imaginable 
care  in  pressing,  as  anon  as  possible,  the  con- 
clusion of  ibe  peace  between  his  majesty  and 
the  king  of  Spain  on  one  .side,  and  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain,  king  of  Poringal,  and  the 
dukn  of  Savoy  on  the  ocher,  leaving  to  the 
Dutch  clieliberty  of  doing  what  they  shall  Judge 
most  proper. 

No.  -11. 

Consuf  PocLson't  Lsirsa  to  -Mr.  MaTHUCs.  : 
JlfarcA  22. 17U-X5. 

Since  the  cestation  of  arms,  tbe  BritiEli  lub- 
jecis  in  the  Canaries  have  been  under  conii- 
imal  vexations.  By  an  order  from  the  bishop 
Ilf  Girondn,  in  the  king's  name,  the  Britisfi 
ships  paid  only  the  ordinary  customs,  without 
any  other  demaudsi  hut  npou  the  present  ge- 
neral's nrrivnl  he  explained  thatordcr,BO  as  to 
exclude  oil  goods  chat  vrere  not,  as  they  said, 
properly  English  maDofnetures,  though  import- 
ed by  Bnglislimeii  in  En|lish  bottoms,  whereby 
of  late  his  majesty's  subjects  have  paid  above 
SOOOf. 


No.  43. 

Hr.  UtKn’iLetltrtoMr.Sccrelary  SrasHOpg. 

Muy6,mri. 

By  an  order  from  court,  published  by  the 
go  v»not  ValgnciK,.  , giii3t.|iay  .to.  i 


place  of  Alcavalas  and  Miltonee,  a duty  they 
call  Quartnis,  which  amounts  to  iil.  per  cent, 
and  ibis  to  l«  cnmpnCad  from  tbe  beginning  «f 
tliB  year  1714,  for  the  goods  they  hud  paid  cos- 
coms  for  at.itie  rate  of  15L  per  cent,  so  that  in 
all,  they  pay  S9/.  per  cent,  on  all  sorts  of 
merclianilise  entercrl : which,  btsides  the  exor- 
biiauces  of  the  duly,  has  this  greu  iiiconveni- 
eucy  with  it,  chat  the  factors  tiad  stated  their 
I accounts  with  the  merchants  at  151.  per  cent. 
They  iire  also  exposed  to  tbe  quartering  of  sol- 
diers,atsu  much  a day,  if  they  refuse,  till  tins 
duty  is  paid  : Soch  dtinuids  wore  never  known 
to  be  made  before  of  the  British  subjects,  the 
duties  they  paid  in  the  reign  of  king  Lbarlu  3 
not  exceeding  7)  per  cent. 

No.  43. 

Sir  SIartim  WmcoHB'soad  Consef  Ruasst's 
Letter  toilfr.  Methces. 

Miiy  13, 1715. 

The  not  allnwiiigihecusComs  in  tbe  form  os 
in  king  Charles  die  2d’s  time,  has  put  a stop  to 
trade,  and  must  necessarily  ruin  all  coinnierce; 
Don  Juan  Autoiiio  Zavatns  having  published 
nn  order,  that  oil  the  Graiias  in  favour  of  the 
merchants,  wlucii  tliey  had  ever  enjoyed,  sliould 
cease;  And  that,  for  the  future,  all  goods  im- 
ported ami  exported  shall  pay  to  the  full,  ac- 
cording to  the  valuation  in  the  book  of  rates, 
which  00  someguods  is  35l.  pci  cent,  and  ou 
oUiers  38/. 


No.  44. 

Air.  lUsTncEii’s  Mshobial  io  IheKiog  of 
Spain.  April  33,  N.  S.  1715. 

The  undererritten  minister  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  most  humbly  represents  to  his 
catholic  majesty,  that  he  finds  himself  obliged, 
by  the  coramands  and  instructions  he  has  re- 
ceived from  tbe  king  his  master,  to  demand  in 
his  majesty's  name, 

That  nif  the  privileges  and  coneessiona  the 
kings  of  Spain  have  over  granted  to  the  Bricisb 
roecchanu,  by  tlitir  royal  Schedulua  or  urdi* 
nances,  and  by  the  nnicles  of  the  crea^  of 
peace  and  friendship  made  at  Madrid  in  the 
1 year  1667,  may  be  fplly  confirmer!,  as  they  are 
in  eSect  by  the  eighth  article  of  tiie  treaty  of 
peace  end  friendship,  concluded  at  I'trecfac, 
die  13th  day  of  July,  N.  S.  1713,  beiwecn  tlw 
crowns  of  Great  Britain  amt  Spam.  ThoC 
tbe  trade  of  tlie  Bricisb  raercheiits  in  all  the 

Cons  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain  may  be  cstn- 

lislied,  and  remain  upon' thesame  loot  as  it 

scoorl  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  the  Second, 
and  before  thededunuion  ofthe  lastt^sr. 

That  the  British  merchants  may  not  for  the 
pmeac,  or  fiituro;  be  obliged  to  pay  nny  other 
duties  and  customs  on  the  goods  they  import 
into  the  several  ports  of  ihis  kingdom,  or  ex- 
port oot  of  them,  than  these  which  they  paid, 
on  the  same  goods,  in  the  reigo  of  king  CbarlM 
.tfcg.  Sscpflli-  n 
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Tbat  Clio  wma  metLod  as  was  then  practised, 
in  tbe  Dumner  of  collecting  those  euseoms, 
may  he  now,  and  for  the  time  to  oooie,  ol>* 
■eri^;  and  that  b the  payment  of  them,  tbe 
liricish  merchants  may  be  allowed  the  same 
gntciaa,  favoon,  abatements,  and  deductions, 
as  were  allowed  liiemataoy  time  during  the 
reign  ef  king  Cliarlee  tlie  Second,  by  die  far- 
mers of  the  cDstonu,  or  the  administrators  of 
tbe  king.  And  bis  Britannic  iiinjescy  hopes 
that  bis  catholic  majesty  will  make  no  difficulty 
in  grantug  tobis  subjects  the  same  liberties, 
indulgences,  and  faTOnts,  in  their  trade  to  his 
dominioos,  as  tliey  fonnerly  enjoyed ; since  his 
najesg'  desires  nothing  herein  that  can  be  any 
detriment  or  prejudice  to  his  catholic  majesty, 
or  die  imercst  of  bis  own  subjects ; but,  on 
the  contrary,  what  has  been  albwedby  the 
kings  bis  predecessors,  nnd  practised  as  ivell  by 
their  administrators  of  the  customs,  ns  by  the 
formers  of  tliean. 

Tluit  all  the  articles  contained  in  tbe  treaty 
of  navigation  and  commerce,  concluded  at 
Utrecht,  between  the  crowns  of  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  N.  S. ' 
1713,  so  far  as  they  are  detrimeotal  and  dero- ! 
gatory  to  the  privileges  and  concessions  of  the 
royal  sclieduias  nnd  ordinances',  granted,  at  any 
lime,  by  the  kings  of  Spain  to  the  British  mer- 
chnnis,  and  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty  at 
Madrid,  in  tbe  year  ldC7,  may  be  declared  nail 
and  void. 

And  particularly  the  three  separate  articles 
called  the  three  explanatory  ariicles,  contained 
only  in  the  ratification  of  tbe  said  treaty  of 
navigation  and  c->mmerce,oociduded  at  Utrecht, 
ns  having  been  inserted  nod  obtained  in  a very 
estraordiiiaiy  manner,  without  having  been  ; 
first  settled  or  sigoed'by  any  of  tbeministem  of 
both  crowns,  liint  were  impuwered  to  conclude 
tlie  said  treaty. 

That  his  catholic  majesty  will  be  pleased  to 
graut  to  the  British  mercbems,  that  they  may 
have  the  privilege  of  having  a judge  conserva- 
tor in  all  the  pans  of  Spain  where  the  judges 
consarvalorbjiave  been  fonnerly  allowed,  lill 
the  death  of  kii^  Charles  the  Second  : And  . 
that  the  said  judges  conserrutors  may  be  vested 
with  the  same  powerand  auiiioriiy,  for  tbe  de- 
fence and  protection  of  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
snbjects,  and  dieir  exemptions  in  trade,  as  was 
formerly  granted  them, and' constantly  enjoyed, 
virtue  of  the  royal  Scbedulas  or  ordinan- 
ces, dated  the  19tb  dny  of  March,  tbe  26th  of : 
June,  andSihof  November,  in  the  year  1615, 
and  confirmed  by  tbe  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
made  at  Madrid  in  tbe  year  1667. 

As  to  the  first  point  contained  in  tliis  me- 
toorial,  which  is,  that  the  trade  of  the  British 
meicbontsin  Spaui,  may  be  established  upon 
titesame  foot  as  it  was  in  die  lime  of  king 
Charles  the  Second  ; tbe  minister  of  tbe  king  of 
Great  Britain  hopes  it  will  appear  to  bis  ca- 
tholic majesty  to  be  founded  on  justice  nnd 
reason,  when  bis  majesty  will  be  pleased  to 
consider, 

That  tlie 


siilerable  trade  to  tlus  kuigdom,  hu  always 
traded  and  docs  now  contiiiue  to  do  so,  wholly 
ujHin  tbe  same  foot ; there  being  no  other  trea- 
ties of  comnierca  between  tbocrowns  of  Spain 
and  France  sobsisting,  but  ibow  wtucb  have 
been  made  either  betore  tbe  time  of  lung 
Charles  tJie  Second  or  during  thurctgn  of  tbnt 

Asalsoiu  the  I7tb  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  and  commerce  concluded  at  Utrecht, 
the  36ib  of  June,  1714,  between  his  catholic 
majesty  and  the  States  General,  it  is  stipulated 
ill  fuvDUr  of  tbe  States,  that  their  subjecis  shall  # 
eujoy  the  some  privileges,  franchises,  and  ex- 
emprions  in  their  navigation  and  commerce, 
witnout  any  exception  or  reserve,  as  they  did 
enjoy  before  the  late  war. 

From  whence  it  follows,  that  tiie  kiug  of 
Great  Britain’s  subjects  having,  by  all  tlie  trea- 
ties between  both  crowns,  an  unHoubied  right 
to  all  the  privileges,  liberties,  aod  iimuiuiities 
io  trade  wliich  have  been,  or  may  be  granted 
to  auy  other  naiiou  whatsoever,  they  caunoi  be 
with  jaidc^  refosed  ibe  same  privileges  and 
exemptions,  in  tfaeir  trade,  os  nre  granted  or 
cnniumed  to  other  nniions,  and  were  enjoyed 
by  them  before  thelate  'var,  dnriug  the  reign  of 
kuig  CbarJn  the  second.  As  to  the  last  point, 
which  relates  lo  the  judges  cunsarvatars,  be- 
sides tlie  just  right  the  subjects  of  ihe  king  of 
Great  Britain  have  lo  tbal  privilege  tbe  same 
which  is  now  demanded  for  inem  being  already 
granted  in  express  words  to  those  of  tlie  States 
General,  by  ibe  S9ih  article  of  tbe  above  inen- 
tioiied  treaiy,  between  flis  catholic  majeiuy  and 
the  States,  the  miuister  of  the  king  or  Great 
Britaiu  bupes  his  mt^cy  will  make  no  diffi- 
culty 10  gramiug  it  alw  to  the  sulyects  of  tbe 
king  his  master. 

And  ids  cert^,  tbat  if  these  juJgesconser- 
vaiuis  had  been  establiiihed,  as  tliey  should 
have  been  immediateli  after  the  cessaiion  of 
arms  and  coiiclusinn  of  the  peace  it  woold 
have  biiidered  most  of  the  divpiiiis  which 
have  linppened  between  the  king'h.  dicers, and 
the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Bruuin,  since 
those  didereures  migbi  linve  ended  m (lie  places 
where  they  begun;  wbich  would  have  pre- 
vented the  many  oppressiuiis  Uie  king  of  Great 
Britain's  sulgects  have  labouied  under,  tbe 
great  number  of  law  suits  uow  depending  be- 
fore the  council  of  war  ut  Madrid,  and  tbe 
intire  ruin  of  several  poor  |>eupie  and  .tfaeir 
families  for  ever,  same  uf  which  liave'  been  here 
uei'  two  yean  soliciting  for  justice,  without 
having  been  yet  able  to  ohinin  any  decision  of 
ibeir  causes.  ‘ Given  at  Madrid,  tbe  SSd  day 
of  April,  N.  S.  1715. 

No.  4*. 

IjiSTRCCTtoNS  to  MUt'prd  Crou.'ng  ; Green  of 
our  co&rf  at  St.  Jones'ii,  JUurcA  7,  2705.  fit 
the  third  yrni-  of  our  reign. 

{Etlraet.J 
Aitvi  R. 

,,,  Catalonia 
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•re  inclined  to  nut  off  tlieyoke  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  French,  and  by  withdrawing  ibem- 
aelees  m>m  the  power  of  the  duke  of  Aujon,  to 
rcttirn  to  t(ie  obedience  of  the  house  of  Austria, 
We  desiring  to  mointaia  and  improve  that  pood 
disposition  in  them,  and  to  induce  them  lu  put 
the  same  spcedilv  in  execution ; and  reposing 
special  confidence  inyourfidelity  amljprudence, 
aa  also  for  ilie  knowledge  you  have  of  those 
coiucries  and  people,  have  made  cJioicc  of  you 
to  carrry  on  so  gre.-rt  a work  for  the  ad\*amage 
of  our  sen  ice,  and  the  good  of  the  common 
cause,  os  Is  the  making  ^e  treaty  with  tlie  Ca- 
talans, or  any  eihcr  people  of  ^paio,  to  tjie 
purposes  aforesaid.  You  are  therelbre,  upou 
receipt  of  these  oarinstnicuoas,and  other  yoor 
dispatches,  to  repair,  as  souu  os  conveniently 
yon  can,  to  Genoa,  L^liuro,  or  such  other 
neuter  country  or  place  as  you  shall  judge 
most  proper  ror  carrying  on  our  service  to  tms 
particular;  and,  being  arrived  there,  you  are 
to  treat  with  the  said  Catalans,  or  any  other 
people  of  Spain,  about  their  coming  into  tlie 
interest  of  Charles  third,  king  of  Spain,  and 
Joiningwitb  DS  and  our  allies.  To  which  pur- 
pose, you  shall  iofurm  yourself  what  number  of 
ships  and  laod  forces,  what  quantity  of  arms 
and  ammunition  they  may  expect;  and  likewise 
what  num.ber  oflaitd  forces  may  be  iboughc  re- 
quisite for  supporting  them,  and  for  facilitating 
this  design : And,  un  the  other  side,  what  force 
of  horse  and  foot  they  will  be  obliged  to  raise, 
and  in  what  time ; what  provisions  of  all  sorts 
they  can  supply  for  our  fleet  and  nrmy;  and  at 
what  lime  iliey  will  expect  the  assistance  of  oar 
troops,  aud  where  the  forces  shall  meet,  and 
ia  vihat  manner  they  may  best  co-operate. 
Y’ou  shall  as  often  os  conveniently  you  can, 
give  nn  accooni  to  the  earl  of  Galaway  of  the 
progress  you  moke  in  this  negotiation,  in  order 
to  the  better  concerting  the  operations,  and 
the  manner  of  rendering  wliat  is  done  oo  the 
Portugal  side  most  beneficial  towards  carrying 
on  and  promoting  wliH  siiatlbe  undertaken  by 
the  Catalans,  as  well  ns  for  reoderingnny  un- 
dertakings on  the  side  of  Catalonia,  by  way  of 
diversion  or  otherwise,  most  adrautaiteous  for 
promnrir.gsuch  designs  as  may  be  undertaken 
w Punugal,  or  on  any  part  ofthe  coast  of  Spain. 
And  it  is  chiefly  to  be  considered,  In  what 
place  and  mauuer  our  fleet  and  landmen  on 
board, 'and  tliat  accompany  it,  maybe  employed 
to  the  best  advantage. 

Yon  are  not  only  to  correspond  w ith  the  earl 
of  Gallwoy,  but  also  with  the  prince  of  Hesse, 
and  with  the  adniirBljof  onr  Heel,  and  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  forces,  when,  and  as 
often,  as  you  shall  see  pccaaion  for  the  good  of 
oar  service ; and  likewise  with  Uiclmrd  Hill, 

n;  or  other  oar  envo^  excraordioary  with  the 
e ofSavoy.  And,  in  case  of  any  emergent 
occasion,  you  may  send  an  expres  to  our  said 
envoy,  desiring  him  to  send  to  you,  witliouc 
delay,  such  of  our  frigates  now  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, under  his  direction,  as  can  ntosiconve- 
nienily  he  had,  and  to  obey  such  orders  as  you 
shall  give; ;,yfbe^pppfl  you  . ^ereby  em-^ 


powered  to  di^tch  such  frigate  to  Liibon,  to 
Qor  fleet,  or  Gibraltar,  as  oor  service  may 
require,  for  the  better  promoting  this  undec< 

You  shall  give  die  Catalans,  or  other  Spa> 
nisrds,  assarances  of  our  atroost  endeavours 
to  procure  die  esiahlislunent  of  all  such  rights 
and  imtnooiiies  as  they  have  formerly  enjoyed 
uuder  the  liouseof  Austria,  and  tlie  confirmt- 
tiuu  of  such  titles  ns  may  liave  been  conferred 
on  any  of  tiieni  by  the  duke  of  Anjou;  and- 
dint  we  have,  for  their  further  satisfaction,  sent 
[0  king  Cliaries  third,  fw  powers  for  coofirm- 
ing  the  same  to  them,  which  we  do  not  doubt 
the  success  of;  and  what  we  are  willing,  if  they 
insist  on  it,  to  give  our  guarantee  that  it  shall  be 

You  may  give  ihem  an  account  of  the  forces 
we  iiuenci  to  employ  on  the  coast  of  Spain  this 
year : which  are  intended  to  consist  of  6i  ships 
if  the  line,  with  frigates,  leaders,  and  transports, 
witheooo  English  and  Datch  Isiidmeo,  to  be 
employed,  as  shdl  be  judged  heat  for  the  aei^ 
vice;  But  you  are  to  make  use  of  this  upon 
oeensioQ,  10  excite  iliem  to  make  the  greater 
provision  on  their  pert;  not  acquainting  them 
with  the  whole  strength  at  the  first,  but 
raising  it  by  degrees,  so  as  to  get  the  heicer 

In  case  any  of  the  nobility  sh^l  insist  to 
have  any  sum  of  money  to  be  advanced  to  dieui 
upon  condition  of  services  to  beperformed  by 
them,  you  are  to  give  an  account  thereof  to  us; 
and  ill  the  mean  time  you  ureto  assure  them 
lliat  you  do  not  doubt,  but  you  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  remit  to  them  wliatsoever  is  necessary 
and  reasonable  for  their  support,  as  soon  as 
they  are  actually  In  the  field.  But  you  are 
al»ays  to  remember  to  putajusi  value  on  the 
extraurilinary  expellee  herinujesiy  is  at,  upon 
account  of  this  expedition,  for  the  common 
benefit. 


No.  46. 

Mr.  Clow’s  CosiuissiOK  to  treat  ailh  the  Co- 
talanu 

Akhe  B. 

Anne,  by  the  grace  of  God,  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  end  Ireland,  defender  ofthe 
taiifa,  &c.  To  dl  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come,  greeting.  Wiiercus  it  highly  concerns 
IIS,  as  well  as  our  tdlies,  that  tbe'Spauiards 
shaking  off  the  heavy  yoke  of  the  dominion  of 
France,  should  return  to  the  obedienceof  the 
otostaugust  house  of  Austria,  which  thst  na- 
tion has,  for  several  ages,  found  to  be  mild ; 
and,  being  infomed  that  (he  mnst  nobleprin- 
cipaliiy  of  Qatafonia  are  desirous  solo  do;  In 
oraerto  promote  so  good  a design,  .and  even 
tvitli  oor  succours!  of  money,  and  the  help  of 
our  arms,  to  bring  it  as  soon  as  possible  to  an 
bappy  end ; We  think  fit  to  enter  into  a treaty 
witli  the  iiud  principality,  or  any  ocher  province 
ofSpaiii,  upon  condition  they  acknowledge  and 
receive  Cbarlea  the  third,  ns  lawful  lung  of 
ap(|^ptt«r.ly  aV¥UM.M  ,jhe  liqpsa  of  Boar- 


tc»] 

bon;  and  that,  to  this  end,  tbev  join  tfarir 
itrengib  nnd  troops  Tvich  ours,  to  attack  the 
duke  of  Anjou  and  his  adberenis.  Know  je- 
therefore,  that  we  have  full^  empowered  our 
trastv  and  well  beloved  Iditford  Crowe,  esq. 
(who  is  acquainted  with  those  countries)  to 
make  an  alliance  between  us,  and  the  said 
principalitj,  or  an^  other  province  of  ^ain : 
and  have  ordered  him,  as  we,  by  virtue  of  these 
presents,  empower  and  order  him,  to  confer, 
agree  upon,  and  do  and  conclude  every  thiug 
with  the  deputies  of  the  smd  principality,  or 
any  ether  province,  also  fully  empowered,  ^at 
may  conduce  tn  the  hnishing  so  good  a work; 
Aud  we  do  promise,  (hdt  whatever  he  shall 
transactand  conclude  incur  name, Id  the  said 
treaty  of  alliance  between  us  nod  the  said  prin- 
cipality, or  say  other  province,  we  will  accept 
and  ratify  the  same.  In  witness  whereof  we 
have  kigned  these  presents,  nnd  caused  our  seal 
to  be  affixed  to  the  same.  Given  at  our  court 
at  St.  James's,  the  7tbof  Match,  170d,intbe 
third  year  ofour  leign. 

No.  47.  - 

JUr.  Crow's CnECESTTAis  lotheCBlalanf,  S;e. 

Anne,  by  the  grace  of  God,  queen  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  ucfeiider  of  ibe 
faith,  &c.  To  tiie  most  illustrious,  most 
noble,  and  most  excellent  lords,  the 
dukes,  marquises,  counts,  barons,  nobles,  gen- 
tlemen, magistrates  of  towns,  and  governors  of 
places,  or  any  their  officers,  both  military  and 
civil,  of  the  principnlity  of  Catalonia,  or  any 
others  whosoever  of  any  province  iu  Spain,  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  i^ceting, 
Whereas  we  have  taken  up  arms  to  vindicate  the 
liberties  of  Europe  agninst  cbe  exhorhitant 
power  of  Ftance,nud  to  this  end  we  make  out 
eflbrts  to  prevent  the  ncighbuurihgDHiiansfrooi 
becoming  its  slaves ; and  being  mso  informed 
that  you  have  always  bad  a fervent  zeal  for 
liberty,  and  that  you  seem  to  disdniti  the  yoke 
of  the  dominion  of  Francd,  which  is  laid  on 

four  necks:  and  that  you  design,  as  becomes 
rave  men,  to  shake  off  the  same;  We  have 
therefore  thought  fit  to  send  our  trusty  and  well 
beloved  hlhfrrd  Croac,  erq.  towards  you, 
long  since  known  to  some  amongst  yon,  pot 
onlylo  know  your  thoughts  upon  this  subject 
ami  Co  confirm  you  in  so  brave  a design,  but 
we  have  also  full;  empowered  him  to  treat  with 
you,  and  Co  do  every  tiling  that  mayconrluce 
to  the  finishing  this  good  work.  We  hope 
therefore  chat  his  cnmiug  will  be  ucceptable  to 
you,  Bodwe  desire  yuu,  fur  the  same  reason, 
that  you  will  hear  him  fayounUy,  and  give  no 
inUre  faitli  to  every  thing  In  shall  toll  you  in 
our  name.  Given  at  our  palace  at  St.  James's 
March  7,  1105,  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign. 

St.  James's  May  l,'n0^. 
lifSTBiiCTiobS  to  the  Earl  ^PeterbcrtfugKaniJ 
Sir  Ctoudesiy.  Shnel,  \ 

( JErtroct.J  ' 

Whereas 


[cevi 

to  the  common  cause,  or  provemore  condocing 
to  the  establishment  of  kiug  Charles  III,  on  the 
throne  ofSpain,  than  the  possession  of  Biuce- 
Iona  and  Cadiz : we  therelore  comuiaiid  you  to 
concur  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  with  all 
such  measures  as  niay  be  proposed  to  you,  for 
the  reduction  of  those  iinporunt  places.  But 
since  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  at- 
tempts on  Cadiz  will  be  more  practicable  in 
your  return,  you  are  therefure,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  proceed  l<>  the  coast  of  Catalonia, 
lenviog  the  execucinn  nf  the  attempt  on  Cadiz 
to  a more  proper  season,  when  they  less  expect 
you,  and  when  you  may  probably  have  some 
assistance  from  the  army  in  I’oiiugal,  and  tli« 
garrison  of  Gibraltar.  And,  being  arrived  on 
the  coast  of  Catalonia,  wc  require  and  command 
you  to  do  the  bat  you  con,  to  induce  the  Ca- 
talani  to  co-operate  witli  you  for  the  reduction 
of  Spain  to  the  obedience  of  king  Charles  IU- 
: And  you  are  to  encourage  those  people  whom 
we  think  well-affected  to  the  House  of  Austria, 
to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  France  : and,  to  ani- 
mate them  to  prosecute  their  liberty  with  more 
vigour,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  assure 
them,  that  they  shall  not  want  nur  support; 
end  you  may  promise  them,  in  our  name,  that 
we  will  'secure  than  a coofirmatioii  of  their 
rights  end  liberties,  from  the  king  of  Spain,  that 
twy  may  be  settled,  on  a lastin';  foundation,  to 
ibem  and  their  posterities;  ana  you  must  use 
your  best  endeavours,  that  the  declarations  to 
be  issued  by  his  catholic  majesty  be  suitable  and 
agreeing  with  those  publUlied  by  our  order. 
But  in  case  you  find  no  suitable  returns  fmin 
the  Catnluns  and  Spaniards  to  our  kind  offers, 
and  that  they  are  not  to  be  prevailed  on,  hr 
fair  means,  id  espouse  the  interests  of  the 
House  of  Austria,  then  you  are  to  take  proper 
measures  for  sunoying  the  towns  on  the  cuasc 
of  Spain,  and  reduce  them  by  force;  In  (ids, 
and  all  other  services,  governing  yourselves,  as 
before  directed,  by  council  of  war. 

You  are  to  correspond  with  Uitford  Crowe, 
esq  ; who  is  non*  at  Genoa  by  our  command, 
in  order  to  send  advices  of  t&q  dispositions  of 
the  Catahilans. 


No.  49. 

.£<trl  of  PsTsaaoROocB’s  MiNiFESfo  iM  Spuin. 

To  .ill  the  l^nt  Subjects  of  the  Muoareby  of 
Spain,  of'  what  Rank  or  Quality  soever. 
Churchmen  or  I.Bymen,  within  the  domi- 
nions of  (he  CrowD  of  Spain,  greeting. 

Our  Sovereign  Lady,  -Anne,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  dec.  having  thought  fie  to  eonsiituee  ami* 
nominate  us,  general  of  (be  troops  which  her 
majesty  has  joined  with  those  of  the  lords  the 
States  .General,  and  which  are  employed  to 
maimaiii  the  just  right  of  the  most  august 
House  of  Austria  to  tha  monarchy  of  Spain, 
and  to  assist  liicirother  allies  i we  have  judged 
it  iieCtuery  aud  cunveniciu  to  declare,  before 

come 
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into  these  paits  to  take  possetsioa  of  any  place 
in  the  naaie  of  her  Britannic  mf|)esc;,_  or 
of  the  lords  the  Suies  General,  nr  to  hrin;  imo 
these  countries  the  ordinary  devasuoions  and 
usual  calamitieeof  war ; but  to  defend  and  pro- 
tect tlie  good  and  loyal  objects  of  the  said 
monarchy,  and  to  free  them  from  the  insup- 
portable yoke  of  a goveromeot  of  foreigners, 
and  from  tbesliTCry  to  wliicU  they  have  been 
reduced  and  sold  to  France,  by  ill-desigDioc 
persons.  The  intention,  therefore,  ofher  said 
majesty,  and  of  the  ior^'ibe  States  General, 
being  to  maintain  the  just  right  of  the  House  of 
Austria,  and  ibe  liberty  and  privileges  of  the 
lubjecu  of  his  catfaolm  majesty:  we  declare 
and  promise,  by  these  presents,  that  all  loyal 
and  true  Spaniards,  wl»  shall  not  oppose  our 
forces,  but  give  demonstrations  of  their  ic^al 
and  due  obraience  to  their  king,  Charles  the 
third,  shall  beproiectedond  maintained  in  their 
religion,  persons,  estates,  offices,  and  privileges, 
witliouc  any  mulesation.  But  if  (coiUnry  to 
our  hopes)  lire  inhabitants  and  people  of  tliese 
oouotries  shall  not  concur  with  at  in  the  exc^ 
Gution  of  the  good  intentions  nf  her  said  ma- 
jesty, and  of  the  lords  the  States  General:  we 
take  God  to  wicne«,  chat  the^r  wilfully  draw 
upon  themselves  all  the  hostilities  which  may 
be  committed  by  tbe  forces  under  our  com- 
mand : aod  (hat  tbe  blame  will  lie  at  the  door 
of  such  Spaniards,  wlio  when  so  fair  an  oppor- 
tunity is  offered  them,  to  give  proofs  of  their 
loyalty,  aod  follow  the  motivesof  their  duty  and 
interest,  shall  let  slip  so  favourable  a conjtmc- 


No.  50. 

Extract  of  Lord  Ltxingtor^t  Iksthttctioks 
mhkh  he  went  Ambatsador  to  Spain.  Dated 
at  Wiadior,  the  Utdop  qfSept.  1712. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  these  our  Instructions, 
aod  your  other  dispatches,  you  shall  repair, 
with  all  diligence,  to  Madrid,  or  wherever  else 
you  are  informed  the  court  'ia.  Upon  your  ar- 
rival you  shall  ^mediately  give  notice  thereof 
to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  acquaint  him  that 
you  are  come  chitlterupon  tbe  assurances  we 
We  had  from  the  most  Christian  king,  that  you 
shall  be  kindly  treated,  and  that  you  shalf  be 
permitted  to  he  present  in  person  at  the  so- 
lemnity of  the  renunciation  that  is  to  be  made 
to  the  crown  of  France.  Youshal],atchesame 
time,  let  him  know,  that  we  have  fully  autho- 
rised you,  to  take  upon  you  the  character  of 
oar  ambassador  extraordinary,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge llie  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies  as  soon 
as  be  shall  have  made  his  renuocintiou  in  the 
form  agreed  on,  and  shall  ucknowlerlgethe  suc- 
cflQion  to  the  imperial  cmwii  of  these  realms, 
in  the  protesiant  liae,m  the  House  of  Hanover, 
u tbe  same  manner  the  French  king  has  done, 
aod  shall  have  signified  to  you  his  resoludons  Ui 
execute  whatever  has  Wo  stipuiuted  by  the 
Bjosc  chrisrinn  king  in  his  behalf. 

You  are  to  represent  to  his  anjeaty,  or  hit 
ministers,  dist  iu.i his  f^.hisdiserSitiixa'' 


for  our  honour,  that  a geoeral  amnes^  be 
granted,  without  exception,  to  all  Spamaids 
who  liave  adhered  to  the  House  of  Aastria,  anri 
in  a particular  maiuier  to  the  Catalaus,  with 
r^rd  to  their  persons,  estates,  dignities,  and 
privileges. 

No.  51. 

Exteact  of  the  Dessasm  made  bp  Lord  Lexing- 
ton to  the  court  of  Madrid,  on  the  part  of 
the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  October  171S. 

Art.  2.  The  queen  of  Great  Britaiu  pmyt 
his  majesty  to  grant  a general  amnesty,  without 
exception,  cn  nil  Spaniards,  who  have  adhered 
to  the  house  of  Austria,  and  particularly  the 
Catalans,  the  queen  tbinking  it  as  neceseary  to 
tbe  interests  of  his  Catliolic  majesty,  as  for'ber 
honour. 


No.  58. 

Lord  DaiTMorTH  lotheMarquit  de  Moxr- 
LEONE,  Jan.  lith,  1712-13. 

Sic;  The  queen  having  nnderetood  by  the 
duke  ofSiirewshury'slast  letters,  that  the  coiW' 
licking  did  not  intend  that  the  amnesty  be 
granted  to  tlie  Catalans,  should  extend  to  tlie 
preservation  of  their  privileges;  I cannot  ex- 
press to  you  sir,  bow  much  surprise  her  ma- 
jesty shewed  upon  it : for  to  speak  plainly  to 
you,  it  was  never  thought  his  catholic  majesty 
designed  to  take'away  the  lives  of  the  inhabi- 
tanu  of  n whole  province,  so  there  was  no  oc- 
casion to  provide  for  it  by  a treaty.  The  sole 
thing  then  intended  iu  stipulating  a general  am- 
nesty, could  be  no  other,  than  that  this  pro- 
vince should  be  permitted  to  erjoyj  the  same 
privileges,  and  be  upon  the  sune  foot  in  every 
respect,  as  it  was  at  the  death  of  tbe  luce  king 
of  Spain,  Charles  the  3d.  The  Queen,  sir,  hus 
ordered  me  to  represent  this  toyourexcellency 
in  a most  earnest  manucr,  ns  a matter  lo  wbico 
her  majesty's  honour  is  very  much  concerned, 
that  she  looks  upon  it  as  au  article  already 
stipulated  in  all  its  forms,  and  whidi  she  tiiinkj 
lieiself  obn^d  by  moQves  of  couicieiice  not  to 
deport  from. 

No.  53. 

Tfomlation  of  Lord  Lbxixotok’s  Xeilrr  to 
Mr. Orbt,  Aug.lSth,  171S. 

' Z set  out  to-morrow  for  the  Escurial,  to  eojoy 
the  only  moment  of  Irisure  1 hove  had  since 
my  arrival  at  Madrid.  ! beg  1 may  have  an 
answer  to  my  last  manorial  touching  St.  Sa- 
crament, at  my  return,  to  send  it  away  by  tbe 
next  post;  also  I intreat  you,  sir,  to  cousidtt 
well  your  own  intfretts,  if  you  will  not  do  it  m 
regani  totbeiokiaocesoftlicqacen  my  niutrvsj 
yonr  suspension  of  arms  on  that  side,  which 
ends  in  less  tluui  two  months ; the  necessity 
you  are  under  to  withdraw  your  troops  ftom 
Andaloosia,  to  putan  end  to  the  rebellion  ol 
ihe.iCatslaai  i.snd  if^-ii ;Rmdd.  sot  for  these 
ft 
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nuoni  b«  wry  nach  for  vour  cnm«nieDce>to 
Buk*  peace  with  Pimagal  in  (be  preeenc  con- 
jenciure.  I aak  ;uu  a tbousaod  pardon*  for 
eancerauig  mjMif  in  jtour  ndain. 


£itract<^ the  King  Amwer  iomy 

Lordlxxtnaxtiv'eMtntOTudiJhc.iS,  iriS. 

As  to  tb«  aEnneal;r  tvhicb  it  proposed  and  de- 
sired io  tbesixCli  point  for  (be  C.-italons,  though 
bis  majcs^  night  refuse  it,  as  vrell  nnaccount 
of  the  littM  those  penple  liave  deserred  from 
biin,  as  of  tJie  cnndiLion  to  srhicb  tite;  are  now 
reducedinihe  little  gruundihe<r  ere  possessed 
of  in  tint  pnncijtaliij,  being  without  the  assist- 
ance of  her  tanjesty  of  Great  Britain’s  troops, 
and  tbuse  of  Portugal,  wJiicU  aro  withdrawn, 
and  his  RiqestT's  troo^,  and  those  of  the  king 
bis  grandfather,  being  ready  to  enter,  io  this 
»ery  raoiith  ofDeceuiber,  Ur  three  several  ways 
into  their  cauiilry;  not^tnstanding  nil  these 
reiisuiis.  his  majesty,  mnreoucoffcmpIsiSance 
to  her  Elntisb  twjeity,  and  to  gsro  her  satis* 
factiun,  than  for  any  uf  tbearguments  thathavc 
been  offered,  is  willing, to  gi^t  his  pardon  tu  all 
the  Catalans,  wbo  ncknowledgiiiK  the  king's 
clemency,  and  repehting  them  of  their  error 
shalf  BiibtDit'  to, Ids  dominion  and  vosssinge, 
within  the  lime  that  sluiil  bepredxed  for  th&S 
purpose. 

No.  65. 


Art.  1.  All  the  troops  of  the  emperor  and 
of  the  allies  shall  be  sent  away  out  uf  (be  prin- 
cipality of  Catalonia,  aod  the  islands  of  Ma- 
jorca and  Ivica. 

8.  Moreover  a general  amnesty  aud  a per- 
petual ohlivioO,  &c.  shall  be  granted,  and  shall 
Da  paUiished  iameHiaiely,  in  due  fumi,  front 
(he  dme  that  the  evacuntion  begins,  for  all  the 


9.  But  whereas  the  plenipotentiaries  of  bis 
imperial  majesty,  have  still  insisted  upon  the 
anjoynient  of  the  privileeeH  of  the  Cucnlaos, 
aod  uf  the  subjects  and  iiiliabitants  ofMaJorca 
and  Ivica,  before  the  evacuation,  put  on  the 
part  of  France,  and  of  her  allies,  whatever 
i«hues  to  this  affair,  is  rcfoired  to  the  conclusion 
of  the  foturr~pe?co,  l>ar  ront  mryeaty  of  Groat 
Britnia,  bss  again  ^elarefl,  that  she  will  inter- 
pose her  good  ofoces  in  the  most  eSectnal  man- 
Bcr,  wltenevcr  there  shall  be  occasion,  ibsit  for 
the  foture,  the  iahsbilBats  of  Catalonia,  Ma- 
jorca, aii^  lvioa,'inay  enjoy  (her  privileges,’  in 
whiohlbe  said  imperial  plenipotentiary  minis- 
(STS  did  at  Ust'aaoaiesee,  since  iho  most  chris- 
titsking  hiBiselfliad  ordered  k to  be  declared 
by  hie  ptcaipotendaey  ministers  that  be 
woold  also  joia  his  wdeawtirs  for  that  por- 


E.rfroff  nf  a letter  from  Lord  LtxtKOTos  to 
the  "Lord  DinTWOOTB,  Auguet  7, 17lS. 

Montleur  Orry  spnke  to  me  from  tbe-king 
last  wetdi,  saying  tli.it  his  majesty  desired,  that 
the  queen  nvulil  be  pleased  to  lend  him  six  or 
mors  ships  tu  block  up  Barcelona ; and  this 
(noraing  the  priiiCMS  pressed  me  extremely 
upon  the  sntno  subject ; I answered  to  boil^ 
thtclconhi  say  outhii^  to  ii,  but  that  I was 
afraid  it  would  meet  with  this  diiiiculty,  that 
her  majesty  would  bcvcryonwiUinc  tolond  her 
ships  to  excermitmte  a pMple,  tbit  bad  taken 
up  amis  ia  n great  measure  at  tlie  iostigaiion  of 
her  ministers;  and  that  she  would  think  sba 
had  duno  enough  tu  gratify  the  king  of  Spain, 
io  not  insisting  upon  ilie  proserviiig  for  'them 
their  ancient  liberties,  without  helping  to  des- 
troy them  ; nntl  that  if  hie  majesty  could  have 
been  prevsiiledupontu  have  been  lesarigidupon 
that  hcii'I,  oD  this  tied  been  avoided,  and  the 
Catalans  perhaps  iu  a great  tranquillity, 
end  as  obedient  subjects  os  any  in  Spain  at 
this  day. 

No.  57. 

Trontlation  of  the  XordXrxiKGTon’s  Zeller 
to  the  L>epuliei  of  Bsbcelqks.  Nos.  38, 
1713. 

Geptiemen ; 

I wish  I could  have  seen,  before  my  depar- 
ture fur  England.  the  desires  of  ilic  queen  my 
mistress  accomplished ; but  it  is  so  loug  since  I 
have  received  her  majesty's  orders  to  reinri), 
that  I cannot  defer  the  same  any  longer,  andl 
set  out  this  day  frotn  Mstliid,  in  order  to  go 
onrl  embark  at  lisbon,  where  one  of  our  men 
of  war  stays  for  me,  so  that  the  best  1 thought 
I could  do  for  you,  was  to  employ  the  last 
moments  of  iny  slay,  in  supplicating  anew  the 
kingyuurmaster,to  receive  your  obedience  in 
tlie  words  nftfae  trea^  of  Utrecht,  and  to  par- 
don your  refasnl  ofthe  amnesty  whidi  was  of- 
fered you  by  his  cuubdio  majesty.  I charge 
the  consul  at  Aiioant  to  convey  eW  letter  to 
yea, -under  as^  pretext  wbacsoever,  and  that 
It  liny  he  delivered  safo  to  yoa,  that  it  may 
induce  you,  for  vourown  good,  to  take  the 
resolution  of  having  recourae  to  the  king’s  cle- 
mency. There  are  advices  here  which  onure, 
os,  that  you  have  applied  to  the  queeu  myini^ 
tress,  for  using  her  offices  with  the  catholic 
king,  for  obtaining  this  favour  iu  yohr  bobnlf ; 
relying  apon  those  advices,  I venture  writing 
to  you  upon  this  subject  baring  always  been 
deairons  to  contribute  to  every  thing  most  fa- 
vourable ilmt  might  be  demanded  for  you  at 
thk  jnneture,  which  is  such,  that  1 must  repeat 
to  you,  I cannot  give  yoh  a better  advice,  than 
that  of  accepting  liit  umncKv  in  the  manner  it 
was  olTercd  you,  unce  God  has  ni>t  pemiiited 
tliiit  tiny  thing  more  could  be  obtained  iu  yoor 
favour.  I leave  mv  aecretiupr  at  Madrid,  to 
whom  tlie  consul  wiH  traitaaiit  your  answer, 
•wthwhiiiMiyiMroB'W.rijyiiiOWls.frti  I^hou,  before 
roj 


ccxij  APPt^'DIX^R«7W  nitums  to  the  [ficxii 


I embark,  in  case  you  take  your  reeolucions 
wiilioui  any  dday,'and  soon  enough  for  that 
purpose,  I could  write  from  tlienee  iif  such  a 
manucr  as  vuu  should  desire,  haviug  always 
been  full  of good  will  foryou,  and  ready  to  lay 
bold  of  (ill  oppurcuniiies  of  shewing  you  how 
much  I am,  etc. 

No.  58. 

Brirael  of  a letter  /rtm  XordLEXl.VGTOB  to 
M.  Oeey,  Nop.  SO,  inS. 

Sir;  Isend  you  the  letter  for  the  gemletneo 
•f  Barcelona,  as,  we  have  coocened  it,  and  aj>- 
proved  by  his  majesty,  a letter  for  the  countof 
liechemine,  and  another  for  our  consul  at 
AliuaiiC;  it  is  uecessary  chat  the  count  of  Le- 
cheraine  should  be  made  privy  to  this  matter, 
fpr  otherwise  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  pec- 
fnade  aoy  one  to  undertake  such  an  admr, 
which  leads  directly  to  the  gallows.  You  muse 
either  secure  the  person  by  a passport,  that 
will  undertake  it,  or  give  bim  agooii  reward; 
Otherwise  you  will  find  nobody  to  do  it. 

I desire  you,  sir,  to  be  periectly  persuaded, 
that  wbere>everl  am  you  have  a faithful  servant 
sensible  of  all  the  obligations  you  liavelaid  upon 
me,  1 desire  you  to  lay  me  at  the  teet  of  the 
king  and  of  the  queen,  lowhoseservicel  shall  be 
devoted  all  mylile,  I go  away  deeply  aficcted  with 
all  tbeihvonrs  and  civilities  their  majesties  have 
ebowume  on  all  ocensious.  I shall  have  anctemal 
sretiiude  for  all  thematks  of  goodness  of  ma- 
dam the  princess,  and-will  iintfail  to  acquaint 
tbe  queen  with  the  zeal  she  has  always  shewed 
for  her  majesty’s  service. 

No.  59. 

Silractqf  a Letterfrom  3Ir.BctiCV,  to  Mr. 

Tusos,  Urt.  4, 1713,  A'.  5. 

Ilis  lordship  orders  me  to  send  you  likewise 
the  leticr,  mentioned  therein,  to  the  gontleinen 
of  the  deputatiou  of  Barcelona,  which  bis  ex- 
cellency has  been  persuaded  to  write,  at  the 
repeated  desire  of  this  court. 

That  about  a fortnight  ago  this  was  proposed 
to  his  excellency  by  the  French  ambassatlor, 
who  at  the  some  time  read  a pangrupb  out  of 
a letter  from  M.  de  Torcy,  wherein  he  says, 
that  the  queen  hod  desired  his  toaster  to  join 
with  her,  in  order  to  induce  this  court  to  ac- 
couimudace  that  affair  ; to  which  his  lordship 
answered,  that  be  could  say  noiLiiig  to  it, 
since  he  iiad  received  no  urdeis  to  that  pur- 

Ttini  the  snnio  wns  aficrwurds  proposed  by 
the  piiuccss,  nnd  in  a very  pressing  manner, 
the  morning  hefore  bis  lordship  left  ibis  court, 
and  at  the  some  time  cold  him,  that  tiieking 
desired  be  would  come  to  him  that  evening; 
which  his  lordship  accordingly  liid,  when  his 
majesty  ivasplcosca  to  tell  him,  that  he  had  ro- 
eeired  a letter  ftoai  his  grandfather  to  the  same 
purpose  with  wliac  the  FreRChmnbassador  had 
Kfurc  lold^imtfbjnd  t'ChuU'.ltmsefijra  lie  tkitFed- 


bis  lordship  would  vritc  soeb  a letter;  upon 
which  his  excellency  toid  his  majesty  much 
the  same  ns  what  you  will  find  marked  in  this 
letter  to  Mr.  Orty;  however  he  thought  he 
could  not  refuse  to  comply  with  his  majesty^ 
repeated  desire  upon  this  occasion,  espcciahy 
since  there  is  nothing  contained  in  tlic  said 
letter,  but  what  has  been  agreed  upon  ac 
Utrecht,  and  bis  lordship  was  the  more  iiictined 
thereto,  for  this  reason,  dial  if  they  huda  mind 
to  accommodate,  the  queen  would  have  tbe 
mediation  ; und  ifebey  liad  not,  that  then  this 
conrt  would  see,  that  her  mqesty  would  be 
always  ready  to  sene  diem,  and  bow  neccssarr 
(he  miglit  be  to  them  upon  all  occasions,  wliitm 
his  lordship  hoped,  would  very  much  hasteg 
ilte  conclusion  of  the  peace. 

No.  CO. 

Extract  of  Sir  Pxtbick  Lawiess's  Repreuat* 
aiion  to  the  Lard  Boliscbroke,  Sepl.  % 
ITlS. 

Wliereas  the  treaty  for  tbe  evacuating  of  Ca- 
talonia has  not  been'etfectuated  on  the  pert  of 
Ills  imperial  majesty,  and  that  the  inhabitnms 
of  Barcelona  and  Majorca  do  still  refuse  to 
put  themselves  under  the  king  of  Spain’s  sab- 
jections,livein  an  hostile  manner,  committing 
great  depredations  ac  sea,  and  interrupting  ail 
commerce  end  correspondenre  in  the  Moitiicr- 
ranean ; in  which  it  is  apprehended  tliey  will 
be  assisted  by  the  Algerines  and  other  Moor;, 
to  the  upivenal  detriment  of  oil  die  trading 
nations  of  Europe,  unless  sonic  speedy  means 
be  found  to  prevent  the  same  by  a naval 
strength : It  is  sabmitted  to  the  coiisldemtibu 
of  her  majesty,  not  only  as  gnarantee  of  die 
aforesaid  treaty  of  evacuadon,  but  ns  it  so  mu- 
teriully  concerns  the  interest  of  Great  Britain; 
and  ibetefore  bis  catholic  majesiy  hopes,  that 
her  majesty  will  order  a squedrun  of  her  ships 
of  war,  for  (he  purpose  of  buppresstuf  thtu* 
evil  practices,  reducing  bis  catholic  majesty's 
subjects  to  their  obedience,  and  thereby  com- 
plete (be  tranquillity  of  Spain,  and  pf  the  M*- 
diteminean  commerce. 


No.  01. 

JSifroef  •'/  the  Inxtruclioiu  fir  Sir  Jamtf 
WisnsEi,  February  28, 1713. 

M'liereas  frequent  complaints  have  heco 
made  lo  us,  chat  the  trade  of  our  subjects  ha» 
been  iuterrnpted  in  those  seas  in  on  unusuai 
and  extraordinary  manner  by  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  Catalonia,  linjorca,  Sardinia, 
Naples,  and  other  places;  you  arc  iberefart 
upon  all  such  campiaincs  which  you  ahull  re> 
ceive  from  hence,  or  which  ^all  be.  brot^hl 
There  by  our  subjects  claiming  your  protection, 
to  apply  m the  most  pioper  method  yon  can 
for  restitutirm  to  be  made,  and  satisfactioii  to 
be  given;  and  you  arc  to  let  the  persons  con« 
cerued  know,  that  in  case  of  refuse,  you  aro 
I dinscteil  to  uiwite  ’tqprir.d£,  dud  accordingly 
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«»b*n  you  judge  it  necemry,  you  «re  to  make 
repriaalB  upoo  sudi  as  refliee  to  du  justice  lo 
ourwljects;  We  being  determined  to  do  all 
tiiui  in  us  lies  towards  restoring  ilie  free  and 
peaceable  navigation  oFthoso  seas,  and  secnriog 
ibo  Quiet  imd  unotolested  cummerce  of  all  fair 
«nd  lawfol  traders. 

You  will  liove  Lerewitb  put  into  your  hands 
eu  outliciuic  copy  attested  by  Tbeopilus  Blyke, 
late  commissary  of  our  stores  at  Ba*  cclona,  of 
the  receipt  gireo  there,  for  such  ourt  of  the 
•aid  scores  as  were  taken  forcibly  Irotn  liiin  in 
the  tnuDth  of  August  las-*,  notwiihstandine  his 
procuring  an  article  ol  bis  instructions,  by 
which  he  was  forbid  Co  deliver  out  any  stores 
unless  by  dtrection  from  our  capiain  general, 
or  cummonder  in  chief  of  onr  forces  ; you  wiL 
have  likewise  a copy  of  u letter  from  the  depu* 
Cation  at  Barcelona  to.  our  high  treasurer  ol' 
Great  Britain,  and  an  estimate  of  the  mine  of 
the  aforesaid  stores  attested  by  the  said  Theo- 
philus  Blyke.  Upon  iliesc  foundations,  when 
you  come  before  die  said  city  of  Barcelona,  you 
will  in  our  name  demand  the  immediate 
payment  of  the  value  of  the  said  stores  accord- 
tag  to  the  estimate  aforementioned,  or  a suSi- 
cieiit  security  for  the  payment  clierpof  in  some 
reasonable  time;  and  you  will  further  repre- 
sent to  Che  deputatioo  of  Barccloua  on  this  oc- 
easion,  that  they  have  great  reason  to  tbiuk 
themselves  very  tenderly  used,  if  we  only  de- 
mand the  value  of  tlie  scores  which  were  taken 
in  so  unjustifiable  a manner,  to  be  paid  us; 
whereas  we  miglit  with  so  much  ctjuicy,  and  on 
so  good  grounds  likewise  insist  upon  a full  re- 

Eiration  for  the  affront  offered  to  us,  in  via- 
utly  seizing  our  scores,  and  confining  the 
person  ofourofficer. 

We  have  also  directed  tliat  a copy  of  the 
convention  made  at  Utrecht,  for  the  cviiduation 
of  Catalonia,  and  for  preserving  the  neutrality 
of  Italy,  should  be  put  into  yuur  hands;  we 
eosily  foresee  that  uinny  complaints  will  be 
made,  and  that  many  disputes  will  arise  con- 
ccicing  the  performance  or  infraction  of  that 
convention,  whereof  we  made  ourselves  con- 
tractor and  guarantee  in  so  very  particular  a 
manner.  ‘Whereof  we  think  fit  to  require  and 
CQUimaod  you  to  endeavour  upon  alt  occasions 
to  redress  any  tiling  that  may  be  done  contrary 
to  it,  and  to  enforce  a strict  observance  of  it  in 
all  iis  ports. 

Upon  your  repairing  to  Barcelona,  you  are 
likewise  to  sve  notice  uf  your  arrival  to  our 
right,  &c.  Robert  lord  Bingley,  wliom  we  have 
appointed  to  be  our  ambassador  extraordinary 
at tbe court ofSpain,  and  tosend  biman  ac- 
count of  your  proceedings  ; and  in  this  and  all 
other  matters  relating  to  our  service,  yuu  will 
take  care  to  correspond  with  our  said  ambas- 
sador : paiticulnrly  in  order  to  tbe  putting  an 
end.  to  tiie  disorders  and  confusions  which  now 
reiga  in  those  parts.  And  when  you  sliall  be 
iofonned  by  our  saidnmbassndor  of  the  nego- 
tiations he  has  adjusted  concerning  the  inha- 
bitants of  Catalonia,  and  towards  procuring 
(he  quiet  aod|«M^eH|j)f 


of  tbe  island  of  Majorca,  yon  shall  upon  such 
ioforrastians  nnd  advices  take  the  necessary 
measures  parsuaiitio  our  inteociont,  nnd  the 
general  instructions  we  have  given  yon  itvilint 
beluilf,  and  acconling  to  such  other  histructiona 
as  you  may  from  limo  CO  time  receive  rdntiug 
thcceunco. 


No.  62. 

Etlraet  q/*  additional  Inttnidiont  Jor  Sir 
Jakes  WiSDXRT, -MarrA  18,  1713-14. 

Whereas  by  oorinstruciions  to  you  bearing 
date  tbe  28th  day  of  February  last,  you  are 
directed  to  give  notice  of  joiir  orrivnl  at  Bar- 
celona to  outright,  &c.  Robert  lord  Bingley, 
who  is  going  as  our  ambassador  cxtraordinnry 
to  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  to  jiiAsue  sneb 
measures  as  are  therein  mentioned;  <Jur  will 
and  pleasure  is,  that  you  should  take  core  la 
time  your  arrival  before  the  said  city  of  Bar- 
celona, according  Co  tbe  advices  wbicJi  you  shall 
receive  from  onr  said  ambassador.  And 
whereas  be  will  be  instructed  to  use  bis  utmost 
endeavours  to  obtain  for  the  people  of  Catalo- 
nia (iioiwithstandiug  their  refusal  upon  the 
evacnaiion  of  tliat  codhtry  by  the  troops  of  hi* 
imperial  majesty,  to  submit  to  our  good  brother 
the  catbobeking)  all  the  security  aud  advantages 
that  are  possible;  you  shall  therefore,  upon 
receiving  from  our  said  ambassador  an  nccuuiit 
of  what  he  has  been  able  to  obtain  from  tlie 
court  of  Madrid  iu  their  behalf,  endeavour  by 
the  strongest  rrpresencatians  you  can  make, 
Co  induce  the  government  of  tLat  piincipnlity 
to  accept  of  the  terms  so  obtained,  and  no 
longer  to  continue  a war,  tbe  event  of  which 
must,  sooner  or  later,  be  fatal  to  them. 

And  whereas  by  our  instructions  afore-mea- 
mentioned,  we  did  likewise  direct  you  to  de- 
mand satisfaction  from  the  inhabitants  of  tbe 
island  of  Majorca  and  others,  for  (be  piratical 
depredations  which  have  been  and  may  be  ex- 
ercised on  any  of  oar  subjects  uading  in  those 
seas;  Our  furtlier  will  and  pleasure  is,  thacyoit 
should  in  the  first  place  takeall  proper  inetlioda 
uf  persuasion  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  the 
siiiil  island  to  submit  to  the  terms  which  our 
anibassadoi' nC  Madrid  aforesaid  shall  inform 
yon  to  be  offered  to  them ; and  in  case  they  do 
persist  in  their  refusal  to  comply  with  such 
terms,  then  yuu  are  to  employ  the  squadron 
under  your  command  lit  ciiuutonancing  and 
assisting  all  attempts  which  may  he  made  for 
thereducing  of ihesaid  island  of  Majorca  con 
due  obedeince,  that  so  the  same  having  been 
yielded  up  by  his  imperial  majesty,  may  become 
subject  to  some  government  nr  oibcr,  and  no 
longer  remain  in  the  state  it  is  at  present,  a 
barmur  for  pirates  and  robbers. 

You  are  to  cake  tbe  first  opportunity  you 
have,  when  you  are  on  tlie  spot,  and  joining 
with  the  Spaniards  in  their  uudertakings,  to 
settle  with  tbe  odicer*  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
the  several  species  of  provision,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries which  our  Island  of  Minorca  shall 
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fiouitbntofMHjorca,  and  to  ndjustas  farn* 
pnsiible  the  finrtieular  rate>  and  price*  at  which 
tiie  * lid  pruvisions,  and  other  necessaries  sliall 
Iroiu  time  to  time  lir  t'liraished. 

You  bh-iij  likewise  take  the  best  care  yoo 
can  that  it  may  he  understood,  that  our  subject* 
of  ibe  Island  of  Minorca  may  have  free  leave 
to  fetch  what  quantity  of  wood  they  shall  want 
from  tiie  island  of  Ivica : and  if  you  Cml  tlie 
Spaniard*  to  lake  umbrage  at  this  practice^  or 
Co  make  n diSiculcy  of  iitlowing  this  liberty, 
then  you  are  to  insist,  io  consiiieratiou  of  C^e 
•frieniiship  between  us,  and  the  cacbolic  king, 
Ainl  of  the  obligations  vrliich  lie  lias  to  ua,  liint 
some  agreement*  or  convention  be  made  for 
eettiing  chat  matter  on  cbc  best  terms  that 
can  be  obtained,  and  as  shall  be  rcasocahlo. 

No.  03. 

ExTiAcr5fjlf.de  Tw«ys  Letter  to  Mr.  Prior. 

Marly,  Nov.  ISth,  1713. 

You  received,  Sir,  sometime  since,  orders 
from  il'c  qnecn  of  Great  Britain,  to  use  her 
gnud  odires  with  the  king  in  taronr  of  the  Ca- 
talans, who  have  rebelled  against  the  kiog  of 
Spain,  Hiid  Ilf  the  iiihahitaiits  of  Barcelona. 
You  iicqaainted  me,  that  her  Bniauuic  majos^ 
was  sure  ilicy  would  submit  to  the  king  iliefr 
mniCer  if  that  prince  would  grant  them  a ge- 
Derid  uiuneaty,  the  restitution  and  enjoymeot 
of  all  their  estates,  and,  iu  short,  the  mme  con* 
ditions  which  he  bail  caused  Co  be  offered  them, 
and  wliich  litey  did  not  accept,  without  men- 
tioyiiiig  their  ancienCprivileges  any  more. 

The  answer  which  the  king  just  now  receives 
from  the  CeiUulic  kmgupon  this  article,  is,  that 
he  is  still  williug  to  grunt  the  same  condition* 
to  the  rc-helliou*  Catmans,  nntwiciistaoding  ^ey 
rendered  themselves  unworthy  of  his  favours, 
by  shyhting  iliem,  and  although  he  is  now  in  a 
condiliun  to  reduce  them  by  force  ; lie  desires 
the  klug  CO  impart  his  answer  to  the  queen  of 
Great  Uriiain,  my  h'fd  Lexington  having  bad 
no  orders  to  speak  nbnui  this  aSair. 

No.  C4. 

Extract  of  my  Lord  Loli7i"br61:e’t  Letter  to 
Mr.  Prior,  Sept.  25'A,  1713. 

There  is  a person  here,  of  whom  wc  have 
never  taken  the  least  notice  a*  a public  man, 
but  wiio,  iiinyevcr,  is  an  agent  from  tlie  Ca- 
talans. By  what  we  observe  in  him,  it  is  pretty 
plain,  that  a reasonable  accomodation  might  be 
marie  wiih  that  turlmlent  people.  Wliat  is  ihe 
sense  nf thAFrennh  cnnrt  on  rhij matter?  How 
fir  will  they  conenr  with  thequeeo  io  advising 
Fhilip  tp  make  au  end  of  ibac  war? 

No.  C5. 

Ext  a ACT  of  Sir  Jtimes  Wishctrl’i  Letter  to  my 
Liiril  6iit!;Uy./ro>!i  Alicant  llond,  the  I9th 
ofjfiij  1714,  0.  S. 

I take  leave  to  acquaint  yonrcxccllcncy,  that, 
wpon  my  ^jr«seiyp4,|fi  wiry  dva.l 


letter  from  M.  Grimaldo,  his  Catholic  majesty’s 
principal  secretary  of  s'atb,  in  answer  to  chat 
I wrote  to  liiio  from  Cadiz,  together  with  the 
king's  order  for  our  being  exempted  from  pay. 
ing  the  duties  of  such  wine,  oil,  and  nifaer  pro- 
visions, a*  we  should  have  occasion  for,  iu  his 
ports;  but  the  prices  of  them  are  so  very  high, 
that,  though  wu  have  now.thai  privilege,  vre 
must  think  of  being  supplied  elsewhere  in  the 
MediCerrauean,  if  we  don't  find  ihein  cheaper 
in  some  other  imrCs  of  Spaia. 

My  lurd,  nbereas  it  hus  been  usual  chat  the 
gmnc  of  exemption  from  Uie  said  duties  has 
been  made  to  ilie  admiraJ  and  commander  in 
chief  oflier  majesty’s  ships  when  on  ibesecuasts: 
I desire  your  excellency  mny  be  pleased  to 
move  that  the  saitl  grant  be  made  to  myself,  if 
yuu  cliink  convenient ; but  as  this  is  but  a itifie, 
I submit  it-to  your  better  judgment,  whether 
tlie  grauiin^  of  it  may  not  be  u means  to  pre- 
vent any  thing  that  might  be  intended  from  the 
court  of  Madrid  more. to  my  advantage,  and 
. du  leave  it  iiuiccly  to  your  consideration  what 
may  be  most  for  my  interest  at  that  place. 
And  I ho]ie,  by  your  lurdship’s  friendship,  to 
hud  some  marks  of  favour  from  thence,  in  re- 
gard of  the  very  great  cxpence  1 am  at  in  this 
expedition,  which  is  so  much  inicnde<l  for  their 
service,  and  for  tvbicii  I have  no  allowance 
from  home,  but  my  pay,  which  won't  defray  half 
' my  charges. 

I No.  6S. 

Exteagt  if  Sir  James  n'isharl's  Letter  to  Lord 
! Binglev.from  Alicant  Hoad,  May  the  2Ut, 
1714, ‘0.5. 

I My  lord,  in  my  letter  of  the  19lh  instant,  I 
I desired  the  favor  of  your  excellency  to  move  the 
King  of  Spain,  that  the  grant  of  exemption  of 
the  duties  of  wine,  oil,  &c.  should  be  to  myself, 
in  regard  that  diose  who  have  been  admirals  of 
tier  majesty’s  deec  formerly  in  the  Mvdilerra* 
nean,  have  had  the  seme  benefit?  but,  upon  a 
further  considfration  of  this  matter,  which  is 
but  of  snml)  moment,  and  that  it  may  appear 
oiuah  greater  than  it  really  is,  both  at  the 
court  of  Spain  and  Englnud,  I desire  yiiijr  ex- 
cellency may  not  take  any  notice  of  it,  hut  let 
the  grant  stand  as  it  dues. 

.My  lurd,  on  any  oibcr  occasion  that  the 
court  of  Madrid  might  take,  to  express  their 
gu.id  will  to  me,  I iiumbly  beg  your  excellency's 
countenance  and  assistance,  leaving  it  imirely 
CO  you  to  do  therein  as  you  sbnll  think  fit. 

No.  67. 

Copy  of  a Letteb from  Sir  Jamei  Wis/iart  to  tho 
Government  of  Barcelona, from  on  6oord<A« 
Rippoa,  at  Sea,  July  8, 1714.  0.  S. 

Whereas  many  complaints  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  frequent  disiurhance* 
given  to  the  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  cbt 
queen  of  Great  Britain,  by  ships  and  vessel* 
carrying  your  commission,  wliich  have'insoleui|y 

ptS5u«4i,t5tal;e,.c8Tr>''9Pv“‘'-il’*‘“‘**«*' 
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•hipi,  and  (o  aK  the  men  belonsKie  to  cbmi  in 
a barbaroas  manner ; 1 have  tlioaght  fit  to  send 
to  jou  obtain  Gordon,  wiiocomraanda  her  nia- 
jeity’s  stiip*  of  war,  the  Moor  and  Launireston, 

(0  represent  to  yoo  ihoae  unwvraiitable  ard  ' 
presuinpiuons  proceedings  : and,  by  eoiDmand 
of  the  queen  my  mistress,  I do  demand  satis- 
faciiuB  for  the  same,  eipeoing  that  it  be  im- 
mediately given,  by  jrour  makiog  rnlilution  to 
the  several  pat^es  injured,  compensating  to 
tiiem  their  losses  oad  damages,  and  pcnlshing 
the  coiDmandcri  mid  officers  of  your  ships  and 
vess^  which  have  committed  those  depreda- 
tions, with  tlie  oimoit  severity,  as  the  naiureof 
those  crimes  deserves.  Understanding  that 
some  of  those  sliips  nod  vessels,  commissioned 
bvyoujdo  belong  to  Majorca  and  Ivica,Ihave 
also  Jemaoded  from  Llie  marquis  de  Rulii,  tlmt 
be  do  on  his  pare  in  procuring  the  satisfaction 
aforesaid  : which  be  has  promised  me  to  do  ; 
And  if  what  is  so  justly  demanded  of  you  be 
not  punctually  complied  with,  I leave  to  your- 
selves to  judge  what  tiie  consequeoces  may  be. 

No.  63. 

2Vons/olioa  of  the  Letter  from  the  CUi/of 

. Barceluaa,  to  Sir  James  ^Fitharl,  July  ‘13, 
17 14,  if.  S. 

Sir,  Your  eicellency’s  letter  of  the  8lh  in- 
stant, O.  S.  which  wns  delirered  to  us  by  cap- 
tain Thomas  Gordon  and  captaiu  John  Pulley, 
commanders  of  the  Moor  and  Launceston,  cou- 
taiiis  your  complaints  against  us,  that  our  pri- 
vateers have  detained  llie  English  ships,  having 
plundered  and  abused  tliem,  and  deprived  them 
of  the  freedom  of  trade ; for  which  reasop 
your  excellency  demands  sacisfaciiuii  for  dn- 
Diogcs : ainl,  to  inform  us  of  this  fact,  captain 
Gordon  htis  communicated  to  us,  a memorial 
which  we  answered  immeriiately;  and  wchave 
the  hunqut  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that 
only  one  of  those  vessels,  menlioDed  in  the 
said  memorial,  luHcn  with  salt,  was  brought 
into  ibis  hhrbour  by  our  privateers;  nud  that  - 
after  having  taken  out  her  lading,  and  intirely 
paid  the  captain  for  the  same,  lie  uoulJ  sail 
out  of  the  port  viiili  all  bis  sails,  nnd  a strung 
wind,  llie  pilot  having  no  regard  tu  the  slmllou- 
ness  of  the  water,  nnr  tc>  (hb  imiinatiun  that 
was  given  him  of  the  dnngcr  tn  niiicU  he  ex- 
posed himself,  as  he  cxperienccrl  it ; for  he 
run  n-gniund  at  the  entrance  of  tlie  harbour, 
and  got  off  with  much  diflirully,  by  (he  speedy 
assistunce  chat  was  given  him.  Neverlhcless 
we  do  not  think  we  ought  to  pny  for  ilie  da- 
mages occasioned  by  the  ill  conduct  of  the 

As  to  the  Q'ber  sliijMmfiitionrd  in  captnin 
Gurdon's  memorial,  ns  wc  have  noi  bnd  the 
least  knowledge  of  it,  tve  suppose  there  must  he 
some  mistake ; it  mny  be  also  that  at  Majorm 
or  Ivica  they  muy  know  samething  of  it.  How- 
ever, we  can  give  an  account  of  some  other 
ships  tliatcone  into  this'port  to  *011  the  provi- 
•kiiis  they  bill«;K<btiud4<:tjioyav(l]:enwi)llniMi!id;r 


and  sold  freely  their  goods  at  a higher  price 
then  they  coilld  have  got  anywhere  else,  haring 
paid  them  with  our  best  sort  of  money  lu  llieir 
mtire  satisfaction,  hating  thus  soppUed  us  with 
'wliat  we  wanted,  being  beviegecl : in  which 
condition,  according  to  the  law  of  ontioiis,  we 
rue  persuochtdweliare  not  acted  ngainstjusiice 
or  reaaan,  us  your  excclteocy  will  see  by  tha 
inclosed  copies  of  letters,  whicb  we  writ  to  tlie 
governor  of  Port  -Maliou,  nud  commodore 
Oecige  Camock,  and  by  the  ansvrer  of  the 
former  to  this  city  ; whereby  wc  doubt  not  but 
your  excellency  srill  be  convinced  of  the  j ustice 
of  our  proceedings,  and  be  made  sensible,  (hat 
the  news  spread  in  Europe  that  we  lived  like 
pirates,  is  n were  invtmriua  of  our  enemies,  to 
render  us  odious  to  luontdiid,  and  hioder  (hem 
from  trading  with  us,  thereby  to  deprive  us  of 
ail  necessaries  for  our  suluistenoe,  iu  order 
to  reduce  us  the  souner.  And  to  convince 
yoai  excellency  bowmuch  we  value  a good  cor- 
respundeuce  and  union  with  the  English  na- 
tion, an  order  whs  published  this  day  in  tliis 
city,  forbiddiug  our  privateers,  upon  pidn  of 
I death,  not  to  take,  detain,  or  sliuie  any  English 
! ship,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  alchongb 
they  should  even  carry  provisions  to  the  enemy. 
VVe  hope  your  t^celicucy  wilt  be  so  just  as  to 
approve  our  conduct,  which  is  couformable' to 
die  rights  of  people  that  are  brsi^ed  ; assuring 
yon,  MiBt  when  we  shall  know  of  any  of  our 
ships,  cither  with  commission,  or  without,  that 
shall  bare  uaused  the  least  damage  to  any  Eng- 
lish ship,  we  will  not  only  punish  them  rigor- 
ously, but  shslLlikewise  bo  ready  to  moke  gooU 
all  damages,  as  we  told  captain  Gordon  more 
at  large ; fur  we  desire  always  to  continue  in 
chill  good  correspondence,  which  we  have  maitw 
taiiicd  hitucrio  with  your  noble  and  cenerout 
cation, -nnd  to  shew  our  most  proibuiia  respect 
towards  Uie  queen  of  Great  Britain  ; as  also 
to  obey  your  excellency’s  orders,  which  we 
earnestly  desire  you  will  please  to  honour  us 
with,  being  with  great  (ruth  and  respect,  &c. 

No.  6S>. 

Letter  from  the  Tuan  of  Barcelona  to  Sir. 

Jumrt  Whharl,  SSi  July,  1714. 

Your  excellency  very  well  knows,  that  the 
engagement  Catalonia  encerird  into,  tu  receive 
Cliuilesthe  third  for  their  king,  was  Ibumicd  ou 
the  protection  of  the  high  allies,  but  most  par- 
ticularly of  England  ; without  nliich  we  were 
not  capable  of  comiug  into  so  great  an  uuder- 
luking.  It  was  carried  on  seven  years,  during 
nhich  time  we  have  always  seen  most  valiant 
Englibli  troops,  thut  liuve  discioguislied  them- 
stlves  not  only  iu  the  sieges  of  places,  but  also 
in  their  defence ; particularly  in  that  of  Cflr- 
di.nn,  wliich  os  i(  was  the  lust  action,  so  it  is 
IVeslier  in  our  memory.  Iu  all  (liis  time  Cata . 
louin  eqdeavoured  to  serve  the  English  nation 
in  the  uctennast  of  their  powei,  by  rontribuiing 
troop:,  and  considerable  sums  of  money  wiihcjuc 
iotcrest.  And  ihou^i  we  bad  pleased  ourselves 
(ddi'lilQ'tlioaghWafrii^hspfiiimb  Hr  beahrayt' 
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Mtyccli  of  Cbarlcs  liie  tbinl,  seeing  him  so 
poncrfully  supported;  yet  by  the  ordinery 
cbuige  to  whion  Uunian  oHairs  are  liable,  we 
now  see  ibe  troops  of  tbe  duke  of  Anjou,  as. 
eisted  by  ibe  French,  niQBters  of  niliJiepria- 
cipnliu  except  Onrcelona  and  Cnrdoua  ; coui- 
nutiing  (broueli  the  whole,  the  most  execrable 
hostilities,  burnings,  and  pluoderincs,  without 
sparing  the  eOusion  of  innocent  blood,  and 
without  dutinction  of  age  or  sex.  The  enemy 
have  for  a year  oppressed  this  town  by  sea  and 
land,  and  we  continually  sufier  the  calamities 
of  so  long  abtocliade;  duririgiyhicb  time  abnvo 
14,000  bombs  have  b«n  thrown  into  the  tewo, 
wlucb  have  rained  tbe  greatest  jiort  of  the 
houses.  They  are  now  eiideusouniig  toaitacli 
us  ia  furtii,  and  we  fear  that  in  24  hours  tbe 
town  will  be  battered  in  breach. 

We  cannot  express  to  your  excellency  with 
Low  much  grief  we  see  tbe  danger  tbe  inha> 
bilanis  ore  exposed  to,  of  becoming  tbe  viciius 
of  tliat  cruelty  with  which  Uiey  are  ihreaccned 
by  the  enemy  ; mid  having  no  oilier  comtorc 
Im,  but,  to  fly  tu  the  r^ueeii  of  drent  Britain, 
wc  implore  her  protection  by  the  inclosed  iciter 
to  don  Pablo  Ignacio  Dolmoscs,  our  envoy  at 
London.  In  the  menn  time,  till  an  answer  can 
come,  wo  beset^h  yoor  cxcellenry  ■from  our 
Bouls  to  m'ediatc  with  the  French  troops,  who 
oppress  us,  for  a Euspensjon  of  nrms  : since  at 
the  cougress  of  Baden,  where  endeavours  arc 
tuiiig  tu  coDcluile  a general  peace,  (his  affair 
may  still  be  determined.  We  doubt  not  but 
your  excellency's  mediation  will.be  powerful 
enough  to  procure  us  this  relief,  your  excel- 
lency being  coramauder  io  the  Meditcrraaenn, 
and  your  squadton  being  superior  to  time  of 
the  euemyi  We  sec  no  other  remedy  but  this, 
in  nature,  to  nur  misfortanes;  and  therefore  wo 
hope  your  excellency  will  not  refuse  us : iu 
this,  our  relief  consists.  And  if  Catolonin  has 
merited  any  thing  l»  in  services,  and  by  its 
coigunciionwith  the  £nglisb  nation,  this  is^uw' 
tbe  time  to  rpeeive  the  fruits  of  it,  being  woniiy, 
by  the  mcasiBofyourcxcclIency,  of  this  benefit: 
for  which  all  the  principality,  atuT  this  town,  will 
ever  bo  obliged  to  tlie  whole  nation,  anj  par- 
ticularly to  your  excellenoy  : desiring  nothing 
mure  than  to  sompeosate,  by  our  services,  ibis 
fiivour,  which  -we  hope  from  your  excellency’s 
goodness.  It  is  worthy  of  your  excellency  *in 
comfort  tbe  afilicted,  and  not  to  deny  us  this 
favour  in  our  great  necessity.  And  your  ex- 
cellency may  be  assured  of  our  pc^etual  gra- 
titude: desiring  year  excellency  to  honour  us 
with  your  orders  pad  that  Gudgrunt  you  a long 
life,  &c. 

No.  70. 

Exlratt  of  Sir  Jjoia  TFijSart’i  Letter  io  lord 
Binglev  front  Alieant  Ettad,  Auguit  7, 
IT'll,  0.  S. 

I tun  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  Imv- 
ing  received  u letter  on  the  third  ot  lost  month, 
frum  Monsieur  de  Grimaldo,  secretary  of  scute 
to  thekingdf  Spdiu^sjguifyin'g  hk.ab  frois-lnj  - 


[ majes^,  that  the  floto  from  New  Sp^  was 
I daily  expected  at  Cadiz,  and  that  ail  kis  sliipt 
' of  war  being  DOW  employed  before  Berceloaa, 
he  could  not  seed  any  of  tliem  to  meet  the 
said  flota  as  usual,  to  give  them  asaistance  in 
case  of  their  beiug  disabled,  or  otherwise  in 
want  thereof;  and  therefore  desiring  that  three 
of  her  majesty's  ships  under  my  command,  of 
tlie  fourth  rule,  might  cruize  off  cape  Sc.  Vin- 
cent, to  look  out  for  thesaidflota:  1 ihougbt  it 
proper  to  comply  with  tlie  king's  desire  therein, 
and  did  accordingly  order  three  ships  of  that 
rate  to  proceed  on  that  service,  and  continue 
ibcreontiil  the  middleuf  this  month.  I lune 
acquainted  my  lord  Bolingbmke  with  it,  and 
lio)>e  to  meet  with  her  majesty’s  approbation  of 
the  same. 


No.  71. 

Jl'r.  St.John  to  monsieur  Torey. 

SsKiplon  Cmirtjtldlli  Octo/ier,  iTU. 
I Sir;  1 had  answered  your  letter  of  tlie  21siof 
I October,  N.  S.  when  chat  of  the  Sd  of  Novem- 
I ber  was  delivered  tu  me.  I shall  no. more  re- 
I peucto  you  the-assuranccs  of  a perfect  since- 
rity ; since  words  become  useless,  when  there 
. irre  opporcunilics  of  shewina  it  by  deeds. 

Mr.  Gaultier,  who  will  have  tbe  honour  to 
give  you  ibis  letter,  will  at  the  same  time  give 
you  adcscriptinn  of  the  prcsonisituatioii  of  tbd 
affnirs  of  peace. 

It  is  ea''y  fnr  those  who  find  clieir  interest  in 
the  war,  (1  make  use  of  your  own  expressinus) 
to  raise  and  keep  up  misuudcrstnndiugs : This 
is  what  ill-mCBOing  people  endeavour  at,  as 
well  with  us  os  elsewhere.  1 aoi  neverilielets 
in  no  great  pain,  since  it  does  but  depend  on 
the  most  Christian  king  to  render  tbehr  efforts  of 
no  use:  Thecxplicitcionsyon  promise  me  will 
dissipate  all  these  clouds  ; and  you  may  be- 
lieve we  will  make  uso  thereof  with  great  re- 
serve, when  I Dssoro  you,  th:iC  if  tbe  king 
would  but  offer,  as  he  has  heretofore  done,  a 
plan  of  specific  preliminaries,  the  ijueeo  would 
never  coiiimunicnte  it  to  her  allies. 

I shall  conclude  in  assuring  you,  that  pro- 
vided the  Sicur  Gnultier  returns  with  these 
marks  of  coufiJcoce^  of  wliicli  I make  no 
doubt,  yuu  will  see  oor  parliamtut  which  is 
goin^  to  meet,  asmuch  inclinuble  to  pence  as 
ever  It  was  to  war.  I am,  &c.  11.  St.  Jobk. 


Abke  Jf. 

T . _ j Our  will  and  ulea- 

Jonn Drummond, esq.  . . .i 

13,000/.  by  tam«7n  that  by  i rtuerf 

tiu&rspeotalsen-icesof  opr  genend  letter^  ol 
thenar.  privyseal,  bearing  daw 

ilie!3thday  ofhfnrch, 
in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  yuU  issue  and  pay, 
or  cause  to  be  issued  nud  paid,  out  of  any 
money  that  is  or  shall  be  lent  tu  us  nt  the  re- 
ceipt of  our  exchequer,  upon  credit  of  repay- 
mentouc  of  ihcmuaeys  ansiug  by  saleofour 
tin,  unto  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John 
Drummond,  esq.  or  liis  assigns,  tbe  sum  of 
15,0IKlf.'  wiihuut  acetmet^ 'toiptcst,  or  other 
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ehat^;  tbcsAmn  beirg  for  sucb  spcciAl  scr* 
Tices  r«laciog  loihe  wsr,  as  we  bare  directed. 
And  for  so  doing  this  slialt  be  jour  wnrmnt 
Given  st  our  court  ut  AViiidiiorcBstle,  llie  15tb 
day  of  October  1711,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our 
reign,  Dj  her  majestj'a  command, 

To  Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  Oxronn. 

Lard  High  Treasurer. 

Memor^dum.  A Warrant  signed  bj  Lord 
Treasurer  on  the  aforegoing  sign  manual, 
November  2-itb,  1711. 

John  Drnmiuomt,  csfi.  Order,  &c.  22d  of 
Out  of  Loans  to  be  made  November  1711.  By 
on  Credit  of  the  Sale  of  viriueof  hermojestyi 
Tiu.  letters  of  privy  seal, 

bearing  date  the  13tb 
Blurch  1701,  and  in  parsuanee  of  a warrant 
under  her  majesty's  royal  sign  manual,  bearing 
date  the  15th  October  1711.  That  you  deliver 
and  pav  (if  such  her  majesty’s  treasure  os  re- 
majos  in  ^uur  chr^e,  unto  Juhn  Drummond, 
es<j.  ur  Ills  ussigna  the  sum  of  13.000/.  without 
Bccaunl,  imprest,  or  other  charge ; the  some 
being  for  such  special  services  relating  to  the 
war,  ns  lier  majesty  hath  directed.  And  these, 
&e,  Oxi'oan,  It.  Bb^som. 

Assr.  R. 

John  Drummond  atf.  Onr  will  and  plea- 
t20O/.  in  Satisftution  of  °y  rirtlie 

so  mui-h  expendod  by  of  general  letters  of 
hioi  for  Special  Service  privy5eat,beariDgdacs 
of  the  IVar.  the  13th  March  1701, 

yoa  issue  and  pay,  ur 
cause  to  he  issued  and  paid  out  of  any  of  our 


Prioi^i  Etamiaatian. 
treasure  or  reremw,  in  the  rreeipt  of  our  er- 
chequer,  applicable  to  the  ases  of  our  civil  go- 
veniiDeiit,  unto  our  trusty  and  well  beloTrd 
John  Drummond,  csc^.  or  to  hb  otaigiis,  the 
sum  of  1237/.  lOf.  without  account ; that  is 
to  say,  ISOOA  part  clicreof  in  satrsfaciioo  of  so 
much  by  him  expended  by  our  command  for 
special  services  relating  to  the  war;  and  the 
remoitiing  sum  of  37 f.  lOr.  is  to  saiisty  the  fera 
itod  charges  uii  receiving  the  said  ISOO/.  Ami 
for  so  doing,  lliissiinll  )<e  your  warrant.  Given  at 
our  court  at  St  James’s  the  4Ui  day  of  Apn) 
1712,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign.  By 
her  majesty’s  cumiuand,  Oxroits. 

TO’Robert  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl 
MortiiuiT,  our  High  Treasurer. 

Meranraadum.  A Warrant  signed  by  lord 
truasurer  on  Che  uforegoiog  sign  moiluul,  the 
7ih  April  '1712. 

John  Ihummund,  esq.  Order,  iS^.  this  Plh 
day  of  April  1713,  by 
virtue  of  her  majesty’s  letters  of  privy 
beuriug  date  tlie  13cb  March  1701,  and  war* 
rant  under  iicr  majesty’s  royal  sign  manual, 
dsivd  the  4th  instant,  that  you  deliver  and  pay 
of  such  Iter  majesty’s  treasure  os  remains  ia 
your  cliB!^,  until  John  Drummond,  esq.  or  liia 
assigns,  the' sum  uf  1237/.  10s.  ivithuut  ao* 
count;  >12.  1200/.  part  thereof  in  satisfaction 
of  so  much  by  him  expended  by  Jicr  mnjesty’a 
command  for  special  services  relating  to  ciia 
war,  and  the  reroaiuuigS?/.  10s.  is  to  saiUfy  the 
fees  and  charges  on  receiving  the  said  1200/. 
And  these,  &c.  OxroiiD. 

' E.  Bbhsok. 


N°  II. 

Mr.  Pnron’s  Account  of  his  Examination,  before  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Negociations,  relating, 
to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht.* 


IN  outward  appearance,  they  were  all  very 
^ivil ; set  me  a chair  equal  to  the  table  where 
thn  sat,  and  next  to  secreta^  Stanhope,  who 
bad  the  books  and  papers  of  the  secretary’s 
officebefore  him.  Mr.  Walpole  the  ciiairmao 
laid  little  more  than  mere  compliment.  Mr. 
Lechmere,  with  ^eat  industry  bid,  from  me, 
and  often  himself  looked  into  papers  in  folio, 
unbound,  and  covered  with  a We  sheet.  I 
did  not  then  know  what  they  were,  but  during 
the  examinaiinn,  I perceived  it  was  the  report 
then  printed,  and  in  some  few  days  after  pulh 
lished.  Ho  b<^n  with  an  nSectud  eloquence, 
that  as  1 iiad  served  m a very  high  employment, 
and  with  very  great  applause,  the  committee 
relied  upon  my  ^donr-imd  probity : That  as  i 
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nons,  June  STj'Sfll.'i.; I',,  r-.  Mr  -,li  - 


wliaC  they  asked  me  was  fnr  the  King’s  service, 
so  what  I answered  wnuld  be  for  my  own 
honour.  After  this  some  of  them  began  with 
seTrr.il  vague  questions ; What  1 knew  of  the 
negociaCion  / How  long  i lind  been  acquainted 
witii  the  ahbO  Gaultier  ? If  the  propositions 
come  first  from  France,  or  if  we  sent  them  7 
And  desired  me  to  give  them  au  account  of 
whatever  Icoold  of  that  whole  matter;  which, 
it  seetbt,  th^  thought  I was  so  ready  to  do, 
that  some  of  them  took  their  pens  and  paper, 
as  if  I were  to  b^n  n sermon,  andtlicj  to  take 
short  notes. 

1 said,  chat  as  1 had  always  acted  abroad  by 
tlie  authority  of  the  crown  of  England,  an& 
had,  in  oh^ience  to  the  kins's  commands, 
giveo  np  all  the  memorials  and  papers  which 
related  to  that  pai  t of  the  peace  in  whkh  I had 
ilwitoat'<{(saBS<r«Mlid  bonoin« 


cc»iii} 

Lie  committee  (before  ivhom  1 iindemood  inch 
paper;  were)  in  every  ihiiii;  diet  might. brip  lo 
etxpbuD  them : That  my  Xoobs  were  already 
before  them  ; end,  a;  f had  alrcndy  written 
to  Mr.  ti-cretary  Stanhope,  those  books  must 
even  speak  for  theniielves.  The  oummi'ttee 
seemeo  to  acquiesce  in  my  answer.  Lord  Co* 
ttiogsby  nliispered  the  clnirman,  and  said,  no, 
we  trill  begin  with  the  money. 

The  comuictee  then  desired  to  know  whet 
money  I drew  Irom  the  treasury  in  1711,  when  i 
I went  into  France.  I answered,  900/. ; and,  ! 
as  I remembered,  liiat  was  the  sum.  I had 
eiilmr  credit  lrq,it  Mr.  Cii/Tord,  on  his  corres- 
pondent, or  from  M.  CaoiiUon  : I conid  not 
well  remembEtr  which,  ti  being  now  four  yenrs 
since.  Hod  you  these  bids,  some  oftlicm  said, 
from  my  lord  treasurer  ? I replied  no.  They 
asked  me,  was  it  by  Lis  order  ? I said,  I Loped 
there  was  no  occasion  for  a reply  to  dial  qaes- 
tioB.  1 presumed  it  would  be  fouud,  ns  other 
money  emended  on  die  like  occasion,  by  di- 
rection af  the  sovereign.  I found  they  were 
not  pleased  wiib  this  answer.  Wnlpote  said. 
Will  yoa  think  a little  of  ibe  meiboa  in  which 
this-exaioiDaiion  tS  to  proceed } And  Mr.  Prior 
will  he- pleased  in  i!»  mean  time  to  retire  a 
litde. 

When  I wae  celled  ia  again,  the  some  ques- 
tion was  asked  me,  and  the  same  answer  re- 
tonicd.  I added,  that  I n«dl  hoped  those  sums, 
and  svverul  others  of  much  greater  importance, 
were  paid ; Tliat  otherwiee,  for  want  of  know-  ' 
ledge  in  the  crown  laws,  I ^ottld  find  myselfa 
beggar ; and  from  no  hotel  at  Faria,  might 
spend  the  nscof  my  days  in.tbe  Counter':  And 
lure  I addressed  myself  to  Mr.  Stunbope,  as 
to  what  I bod  writ  to  him  concerning  my  debts. 
He  said,  that  notbiug-of  all  this  concerned 
me.  Prior.  I must  apply  to  yon  upon  another 
bead.  I must  own  myself  unexperienced  in 
(be  method  of  parliament ; 1 have  no  papers 
by  rae  ; I bare  no  uiuose',  for  want  of  me- 
mory or  judgment  I nay  err;  and  tlmugli  gen- 
tleinea,  I am  accused  of  oothhig,  1 know  not 
but  that  1 may  accuse  uiyself  through  iiiadyer- 
tency  or  mistake. 

Here  Mr.  Stanhope  rote  up,  and  told  the 
committee,  that  he  had  tlie  king's  porticular 
direction,  that  whaiercr  I said  to  taem,  or  they 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  should  not  be  of 
any  prejudice  to  my?eir.  I took  a sheet  of 
nper,  which  lay  beibre  rae,  and  wrote  this 
own,  as  1 did  whnt  they  had  nlrrmdy  said  to 
me.  ilere,after  they  had  whispered,  and  some 
even  sspor.ttcd  themselves  iVom  the  table  to 
conform  a corner  of  the  room,  the  chairman 
told  me  I might  withdraw;  which  I did, leaving 
the  notes  1 had  taken  open  the  table. 

Vfben  1 tvae  called  in  again,  I found  their 
dvility  much  abated,  and  the  battery  quiw 
changed.  The  most  confnsed  questions  were 
twt  to  me,  upon  sereral  heads  backward  and 
tonvard,  by  Lecbaiere  and  Boscawen,  am) 
Coaiogsby,  (the  two  first  of  whom  I iliiuk  un- 
derstood not  one  won!  of  what  lliey  were  say- 
ing), CopiBg?bj„M,;.!ci^'j-.f!i»yaii'ed.  . Mr,, 
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Prior,  you  were  sent  out  that  yon  might  bny« 
time  lo  recollect  more  particularly  upun  wLiku 
you  bad  credit,  wben  my  lord  of  Oxford  sect 
ynu  into  France.  Prior.  I liave  great  respect 
to  the  earl  of  Oxford ; but  lie  never  s«oc  me 
into  France.  And  turning  lo  Air.  Secretary 
Stniihnpe,  nhohndtlie  books  of  tiie  ufiicc  of 
1711  iu  his  band,  I said,  That  as  I hod  the 
honour  to  be  sent  into  France  b)'  ibo  queen’s 
especial  appointment  and  imniediaie  dircctinn, 
I presumed  the  copy  nf  my  powers  were  to  be 
found  in  the  books  liefore  him.  He  taming  to 
i^  Mr.  Prior,  is  this  the  copy  of  yutir  inscruo. 
lions  I Prior.  I believe  it  is;  but  to  give  the 
commiiteo  no  further  trouble  on  this  bead,  I 
am  ready  either  oow,  ur  any  otlier  time,  to 
produce  the  original,  as  I think  it  may  tend  to 
my  service.  B.-i!ig  naked  of  whom  1 received 
money  in  France  r I answered,  of  M.  Caiw 
tillon.  Boscuareu.  Was  haunt  a papist?  Prior. 
£be,  sir,  he  could  uot  have  been  a banker  at 
Paris,  which  lie  had  been  for  several  years  be- 
fore I kiihw  him.  Iu  ooe  word  he  was  the 
crimmoD  banker  to  whom  the  English  addrcsswl 
selves,  and  I thiuk  ClilTord  of  Amsterdam  was 
his  correspondeut.  Stanhope  and  Walpole,  I 
found  frowoiog  and  nodding  at  each  otlier,  and 
extremely  ashamed  at  this  vile  stuff. 

Bcinpseiit  out, anil  called  in  ngain,I  found  the 
thunder  broke  out.  Walpole  referred  it  to  Stan- 
hope to  speak.  Stanhope.  'The  committee  are 
notsarisfieri  wiili  yourliehavionrto  them.  I have 
already  told  you,  that  U>e  lords  above,  and  the 
committee  here,  have  taken  notice  that  they 
find  a constant  correspoodeoce  on  your  side  to 
the  lord  treasurer,  hut  no  answers  froin  him; 
whereas  all  your  letters  from  lord  Bolmgbroke 
are  entire,  and  commonly  iu  their  right  order. 
Some  of  those  indeed  arc  missing.  Tlie  whole 
committee  echoed  the  same  thing.  Prior,  I was 
told  some  hours  sioce,  by  this  honourable  com- 
mittee, that  I sliould  be  asked  nothing  that 
might  prtgiidice  myself.  I am  a good  deal  con- 
fused ; I Imve  no  counsel ; and  with  great  re- 
sptmt,  I look  upon  this  to  be  a ilownright  occu- 
islion  of  Tuyself,  aa  if  1 should  have  held  any 
correspondence  I was  unwilling  to  declare.  I 
must  refer  rnvself  to  you  in  ibis  poiot,  Mr. 
Stanhope.  The  letters  that  we  receive  when 
abrsnd,  frum  the  secretaries  of  slate,  we  keep, 
copying  oiir  answers  to  them,  both  which  jus- 
tly our  acting  according  to  our  orders  sent  ns ; 
and  I presDtoe  it  will  he  found  that  ray  leiicr-s 
which  you  have  in  your  own  keeping,  nuswer 
tliote  written  to  me  by  the  secretaries  of  state 
under  whose  dcparimeuts  I acted ; which  let- 
ters vou  have  hkewiie.  Yon  have  also  the  let- 
ters 1 have  wrote  to  the  lord  treasurer  in  my 
books,  at  least  those  of  them  that  related  CO 
the  public  affuirs,  and  consequently  were  worth 

keeping.  I did  out  nor  could  1 expect  u con- 
stant coiTeapondence  from  him.  Wlmt  I wrote 
WHS  fiir  his  information  ; wliat  use  his  lordship 
luade  of  that  information,  I had  reason  to 
presume  was  for  the  queen's  service ; and  the 
oiisweta  pad  dircctiuut  to  me  were  to  come  by 
iiiie.socresaryofslale.,  Cema8/h».  Itiivery 
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scrniigc  iliat  not  above  ttro  or  three  letters  < 
fhoultl  appear  from  nij  loni  treasurer,  Did  lie 
not  write  more  to  yon  ? Pra\r.  He  writ  to  roe 
eeveral  titnti,  aud  I ofaered  his  commands  in- 
timated to  ne  therein.  Tl)ose  cuminands  per- 
formed, the  letters  were  of  nn  use,  and  I no 
more  kept  ilicrn  than  I did  letters  received  from 
other  noblemen,  the  duke  nf  Buckingham,  tlie 
lord  Halifax,  lord  Harcourt,  then  lord  chan- 
cellor, &c.  They  related  no  otherwise  to  the 
negociation,  than  in  commending  me,  assuring 
roe  that  he  represented  my  services  to  the 
^ueen  in  a right  light,  and  wishing  a speedy 
Olid  to  the  negociatiOD,  that  1 might  come  home 

I was  sent  ont  again,  and  recalled ; was 
asked  how  many  letters  1 might  in  all  have  re- 
ceived from  my  lord  treasurer,  and  wliat  was 
the  substance  of  aoy  of  them.  Prior.  As  to 
the  number,  I cannot  particularly  tell : 1 re- 
ceived a letter  from  him  sometimes  of  five, 
sometimes  of  tea  or  twelve  lines,  ordering  roe 
to  pay  sums  of  money  to  persons  who  bad  the 
queen's  pension,  and  were  then  in  France, 
or  recommending  some  of  his  particular  friends 
to  my  acquaintonce,  or,  which  I thought  much 
better,  telling  me  he  had  orderetl  the  payment 
of  ny  bills  ; but  I might  very  safely  affirm, 
that  I bad  no  letter  that  could  possibly  concern 
the  committee,  or  any  body  else.  1 have  one 
letter  that  as  lord  treatnrer  he  writ  to  me, 
which  related  to  the  payment  of  the  dowiy  of 
king  James’s  queen  Mary  ; a thing  publicly 
transacted,  and  known  Iierc  in  Engknd  ; But 
as  no  progress  was  made  iu  that  a&hir  during 
my  stay  in  France,  and  that  it  did  not  belong 
to  the  negociaiinn  of  the  peace,  1 had  not  in- 
deed given  up  that  letter,  hot,  as  I thought,  1 
could  find  it,  or  the  copy  of  it,  if  it  shoulo  have 
been  thought  of  any  use.  In  the  mean  time, 
1 thought  proper,  in  case  any  thing  had  been 
dune  in  that  matter,  to  keep  tliat  letter  for 
my  own  justification  ; ns  indeed  it  would  have 
been  my  order.  Botcamen.  Sir,  yoo  say  you 
do  not  know  how  many  letters  yon  had  j might 
you  have  ten  f Prior,  I belie»e  I might.  Boi- 
eamen.  Might  you  have  fourteen  1 Prior,  I be- 
lieve 1 might.  Botemtitn.  Might  yoo  have  Id  I 
Prior.  Indeed,  Mr.  Bosenwen,  I have  told  you 
that  I cannot  answer  you  to  any  indefinite  noin- 
ber.  It  was  stUl  urged  with  great  vehemence, 
that  I kept  a constant  cormpmidence  with  my 
lord  treasurer.  Prior.  I am  very  fnr  from  de- 
nying it;  but  he  did  not  keep  a constant  cor- 
respondence with  roe.  It  was  my  duty  to  write 
to  Itim,  and  he  was  to  make  what  use  be  pleased 
of  my  letters.  I complained  sometimes  of  the 
objections  I met  with  at  the  court  of  France  in 
the  execution  of  my  orders ; and  was  very 
glad  when,  by  the  letters  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  I found  my  difficnlty  mads  easier  ; But, 
geutieinen,  since  we  are  upon  this  subject, 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  my  letters  to 
roy  lord  treasurer,  and  even  in  those  I wrote 
to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  after  hii  grace’s  re- 
turn both  in  England  and  Irelaod,  I still  com- 
plainedJ;bnt!ny,U^ydi^fMUtef,^^J^V:WVip 
Vok,  Vll. 


me.  And  here  indeed,  being  very  bmcii  teked 
and  vexed,  lurd  Coningsby  raving  and  tbreateo* 
ing  that  these  letters  roust  be  produced  ; 1 said, 
If  there  be  such  letters  in  the  world,  that  con- 
tain the  secrets  of  the  negocistion  written  by 
my  lord  treasurer,  it  mrglit  be  very  well  pre- 
sumed ble  lordship  kept  copies  of  them,  and  he 
roust  produce  them  : For  said  I,  by  ilie  eternal 
God  1 know  of  no  such  letters  ; and  you  know, 
my  lord,  timt  your  countryman  Is  no  very  ex- 
act correspondent.  Ttiis  1 said,  having  known 
that  lord  Coningsby  had  troubled  great  men, 
if  not  iny  lord  treasurer  particularly,  with  let- 
ters, who  had  never  taken  cure  Co  answer  him. 
1 grant  this  was  very  foolishly  said  ; for  one 
should  never  provoke  a hedge-hog.  Coningsby 
breaking  out  into  u great  passion.  This  is  im- 
posing upon  the  commilcee!  Prior.  Imposing, 
my  lord,  is  a very  hard  word.  He  lifted  up 
bis  voice  in  anger,  and  was  going  on  : But  Stan- 
hope, yet  louder  than  he,  swore,  that  he  could 
produce  every  individual  scrip  of  paper  that 
had  been  written  to  him  by  any  man  alive,  or 
that  be  had  written  to  any  man  during  his  1 eiog 
a minister  abroad.  Prior.  Mr.  Stanhope,  f 
am  sorry  I cannot  do  tbe  tike : if  it  be  so,  yoa 
are  tbe  most  careful  raiuister  that  ever  vet  was 
sent  abroad.  They  proceeded  in  asking  me 
to  give  an  account  of  what,  they  said,  1 muse 
needs  know  of  the  meeting  of  the  lords  at  my 
house  with  Mesnager  and  Gaultier.  I hnd 
already  heard,  that  they  had  consulted  their 
friends  of  the  law  upon  that  pome,  and  hnd 
determined  to  fix  upon  that  meeting,  wherein 
the  preliminaries  were  sigudd,  as  an  accusation 
of  treason.  Ilowjustlyl  leave  to  the  judgment 
of  nil  disinterested  and  honest  men  ; since 
first,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  two  nations  in  war  Co  come  ever  to  an 
accommodation,  or  begin  any  plan,  upon  wbicli 
a future  peace  may  be  founcted,  without  some 
overture  and  iDtervencidn  of  this  kind.  All 
treaties,  from  that  of  Vervens  down  to  this 
day,  have  been  thus  mediated,  Calieres 
was  in  Holland,  and  disconrsed  and  conferred 
privately  with  M.  Dyckvelt,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  above  two  rears  before  he  took  a 
public  character,  and  signed  the  treaty  of  Rys- 
wieV.  M.  de  Torcy  was  publicly  in  Holland, 
1709,  conferred  with  the  pensioner,  and  the 
depoties  of  the  Scales;  ami  our  own  plenipo- 
tentiaries, the  duke  of  Marlborough  and  lord 
Townshend,  reported  from  tbuse  deputies  tp 
her  majesty,  wnnt  the  French  minister  either 
proposed  or  granted.  Mesoagdr  had  as  full 
powers  as  France  cuuld  give,  had  owned  the 

an’s  authority,  and  seen  her  person  ; and 
by  her  majesty’s  directions,  several  times 
conferred  with  the  lords  of  a committee  of  ca- 
binet : all  the  world  seeing  the  mao,  and  know- 
ing the  fact : so  that  any  meeting  nfier  this 
could  not  be  secret,  dangerous,  or  treason- 
able. Mr.  St.  John’s  letter  on  the  35th  of 
September,  1711,  to  her  majesty,  informs  her 
immediately  of  this  meeting,  and  lier  ma- 
jesty approves  of  what  is  there  done,  by 

(h 
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minnrieg,  coaUining  the  demooils  mtde  b; 
ber  order*. 

It  maj  be  observed  ibat  Mr.  St.  Jobti  writes 
to  the  queen  tlius, 

" The  couimiitee  of  council  met  tliis  morn* 

“ ing  at  the  Cuckpic,  and  directed  tlie  earl  uf 
« Diirtmoulli  uud  myself  to  cunter  niih  M. 

“ Mesnager  : wesawbiinacconlinglj  this  even- 
“ iog,  at  Mr.  Prior's  bousCj  where  my  lord 
*'  treasurer  and  lord  chamberlain  were  likewise 

present.”  Tiie  treason  tlierefore,  if  there 
were  any,  was  comiuitted  in  the  morning  by 
the  comcuictec  of  council,  and  at  tlie  Cockpit, 
atid  not  at  Mr,  Prior's  bouse  in  the  evening.  It 
may  properly  here  be  added,  the  queen  bad 
signed  a warrant  the  17tli  of  September,  1711, 
to  the  lord  keeper,  for  full  powers ; in  which 
my  lord  Harcourt  ibea  lord  cliancellor,  the  earl 
of  Oxford  lord  tre.nsurer,  the  duke  uf  Buck- 
ingham president  of  tlia  council,  the  bishop 
01  Bristol  lurd  privy  seal,  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury lord  cbamberlaiu,  the  earl  Pouleit  lord 
steward  of  tlie  liousbold,  and  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St.  John  secretaries  of 
stale,  arid  Matthew  Prior,  eaq.  were  nomi- 
nated and  empowered  to  meet  with  the  Sieur 
Mesnoger,  provided  with  sufficient  authority  to 
settle  nu  eventual  or  coDdiiiooal  convention 
between  her  majesty  and  the  most  Christian 
king ; and  that  this  warrant  was  not  made  use 
of,  for  reasons  given,  beiog  very  nnturul,  be- 
enuse  they  wereufTers  nnly  on  the  French  side, 
and  did  not  oblige  her  majesty  to  any  thing : so 
they  were  only  signed  Mesnager,  and  Dart- 
fnuutli  and  St.  John  are  only  witnesses  that 
these  nrticles  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  condi- 
tions which  his  most  Christian  majesty  agreesio 
grant,  and  which  are  afierwards  to  be  reduced 
into  form,  and  explained  to  the  common  aa- 
tisfactioii  of  Great  Britain  and  Trance.  Iliougli 
this  procedure  will,  vviiliout  doubt,  hereafter 
appear  consOimul  to  cunmioo  sense,  conducive 
to  the  f^ety  and  good  of  Great  Britain,  luid 
justidahlc  by  the  universal  cnslom  and  law  nf 
nations  i ‘ Nunc  non  erat  his  locus.’  I said, 
M.  Mesnager  had  often  been  at  toy  house ; 
tiiat  the  secretary  of  state  had  seen  him  tliere; 
that  1 bad  eat  uiid  drank,  and  been  abroad 
with  him  several  times.  They  cook  great  hold 
of  this.  Bostutnen  expressed  himself  with 
great  joy,  This  is  mure  inan  we  knew  hrfore  ! 
And  Irom  tlience  they  ran  wildly  bock,  VVlicn 
_1  knew  Gaultier?  Where  I bod  beeu  witli  Wes-  j 
nager  ? I angered  Co  ibis  in  as  general  ti  tius 
as  I could.  The  chairman  perceived  that  they  | 
would  lose  their  point  iu  ibis  rDultiplicity  of  j 
questions,  and,  checking  their  speed,  restrained 
it  to  this  one  demand.  Chainnan  What  lords  ; 
were  present  at  your  house  nt  the  meeting 
when  tile  prelimiuary  articles  .were  talked  of 
or  sigued  ? I answered,  Che  two  secrecsrits  of 
state;  for  it  is  certain  they  were  s'),  iluir 
niuacs  appearing  in  the  instrument.  Ciaini.un. 

* Appendix  cotbe  preceding  Kepori  p.  cv. 
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Was  my  lord  Oxford  there  ? Pricr.  I caanoi 
recollect  it : One  uf  the  lotds  were  absent ; 
whether  tlie  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  or  the  earl  cf 
Oxford,  1 cannot  tell.  In  all  sincerity  and  bo< 
nour  this  is  truth.  They  grew  cximnely  an- 
gered upon  it,  and  sroi  me  out  in  recollect  il' 
both  these  lords  were  not  present. 

1 came  iu,  uad  assured  them  again,  that  ss 
well  as  1 could  rememlier  a irnusaciiun,  of 
which  I took  no  notes,  and  which  was  now 
about  three  years  past,  and  of  which  1 was  to 
far  from  expecting  in  he  called  to  any  account, 

I that  1 thought  it  was  an  honour  to  mo,  1 could 
I not  deieriuine  which  of  the  two  were  absent.  I 
said,  again,  that  this  was  fact,  ibnt  1 do  not  re- 
member il  ; i have  only  anule.albat  one  uf 
them  wos  absent.  The  answer  indeed  had 
this  effect,  that  it  Aos  (lie  same  thing  as  if  they 
were  both  absent,  since  they  could  not  deier- 
mioe  which  of  them  was  present.  But  upon 
this  meeting  no  less  accusaiinu  than  an  article 
of  high  treason  was  to  be  founded.  Was  any 
thing  mure  difficult  ever  pui  opcn  a man,  ihso 
I Co  endeavour  to  cxiott  an  evidence  from  me, 

, in  order  lo  bring  those  to  the  scaffolil  who  wen 
my  friends  and  patrons,  under  w hose  orders  far- 
luerly,  and  with  whom  Joiocly  now,  1 had  the 
honour  to  act,  by  the  queen’s  directions,  and 
' in  R mutter  nut  only  iiiuocenc,  but  laudable  1 
Or  could  any  thing  be  more  absurd,  or  more 
inhuman,  than  to  pmpose  to  me  a question  by 
the  answering  of  which  I iiiighi  (according  lo 
them)  prove  myself  a traitor ! Since,  as  I had 
tieard,  every  man  who  is  a partner,  is  a prin- 
cipal in  treason  : ahd  nulwiclisiaoding  their 
solemn  promise,  that  notbiug  which  I cuuld 
say  should  hurl  myself,  1 had  no  reason  to 
trust  them  ; fur  tbey  viulaied  that  premise 
about  five  houn  after  (as  I shall  say  anon.) 
However,  1 owned  I was  there  present.  Whe- 
ilier  litis  was  wisely  done  or  no,  1 leave  to  niy 
friends  to  determine. 

From  my  being  taken  up  by  order  of  the 
Uouse  of  Coinnions,  this  examiiintiou  was 
just  a week.  They  now,  after  1 hud  beeu 
turned  uut,  and  returned  again,  inierrogaied 
me:  If  since  my  being  taken  iuto  custody,  1 
had  not  seen  my  lord  of  Oxford,  or  any  of  bis 
relations  ? I said,  1 bad  seen  my  lord  Oxford 
the  hist  Sunday  at  Mr.  Thomas  Harley’s  faoase; 
and  was  going  on  lo  cxplaio  chat  Mr.  Thomaa 
Harley  and  I , who  were  taken  up  at  the  same 
lime,  (living  within  cliree  doors  of  each  other) 
comuonly  dined  together  at  one  or  the  other  uf 
ourbouses,  our  respective  messengers  gouding 
us.  That  oit  Sunday  going  to  dine  witli  Mr. 
Harley,  I saw  my  lord  Oxford  at  the  stair  head, 
going  out : that  1 asked  him  if  be  dined  with 
us:  He  told  me,  he  was  to  dine  in  belter 
company : That  ciiis  was  all  that  passed  be- 
tween  us;  liicaieuenger  at  tlie  bottom  uf  the 
stairs  iieard  every  word  I said  to  him.  As  I 
was  telling  this,  they  answeied  it  wassnfficieuCs 
I had  seen  my  lord  Oxford,  ami  Ins  near  rela- 
tions ; wliich  was  the  question  nslud. 

I here  was  ordered  U retire,  and  niien  I wav 
called  in  sgnin,  the  ebairuuu;,  (rout  amongsC 
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many  books  tma  papers  wliidi  he  ha<l  before 
iiim,  (and  Uie  secretary  of  state  bad  on  the 
other  bide  as  many  ; and  I perceived  mnny  of 
tlicin-were  my  o«n)  the  clKiirmiiiii  I i»y  ab- 
raplly  enough  drew  ncit  one  bHif-sbeec  uf  lire 
large  demy  paper,  writteri  very  fuul,  and  razed 
ill  several  pWes,  nhicb  indeed,  «>tienhe  gave 
into  my  hand,  I hardly  knew  what  it  was,  so 
far  as  to  give  any  reasoiiuble  account  of  il,  it 
being  without  date  ur  title,  and,  as  I soy,  very 
imperfect  ns  to  the  very  words  and  stile.  He 
asked  me  drily,  and  wiihnut  any  other  previous 
word,  if  I knew  that  hand?  Prior.  There  are 
two  hands  in  it,  one  is  very  like  the  hand  I 
write  when  first  1 make  any  brnuillon.  Ont  or 
ttso  the  Cummittee.  Sir,  wlmt  do  you  mean 
.byabrouillon?  Prior.  When  I write  anythingat 
brst  only  for  my  own  ineinnry,  ns  to  what  1 
would  Oran  up  alter  in  a more  perfect  manner. 

I perused  this  piece  of  paper,  and  upon  a little 
rcfleciioii,  directing  myself  to  Mr.  Stanhope, 
said,  I believe  this  paper  contained  some  nutes 
upon  a letter  I received  from  his  predecessor  iny 
lord  fiolingbroke.  He  was  apprised  of  this  be- 
fore, for  he  readily  turned  to  tlie  letter  which  was 
registered  in  the  otiice-book.  1 added,  that  I 
thought  there  were  some  notes  I had  taken  in 
the  French  Innguage,  to  enable  me  to  speak- 
more  particularly  to  Monsieur  deTorcy  of  tbe 
matters  mentioned  in  the  said  sccretaiy’s  let- 
ter. As  that  letter  was  written  four  years  be- 
fore, and  I wiis  not  in  passession  ol  my  own 
letters,  (he  secretary  himself  and  the  committee 
could  best  inform  themselves  of  the  substnnee 
thereof.  There  was  written,  ‘ My  lord,  Tr.  ne 
' dome  point  que  la  Cour  de  France  n’y  trouve 
‘deremede.’  Now  whatever  lord  that  might 
mean,  they  had  already  printed  it  roy  lord  trea- 
surer ; * and  in  so  doing  hadgiven  that  sen- 
tence the  wrongest  construction  imaginable,  ns 
proving  that  my  lord  treasurer  would  give  up 
Tournny  to  France;  whereas  the  whole  hint 
was  meant  to  renew  to  the  ministeis  at  that 
court,  that  Tuurnay  was  to  be  given  to  the 
allies:  and  it  was  to  keep  the  court  of  France 
from  endeavouring  to  hope  the  contrary.  As 
what  was  in  tills  broullion  was  sutaeiimes 
an  abridgment,  and  sometimesa  verbal  transla- 
tion of  my  lord  Buiiiigbroke's  letter,  which  Mr. 
Stanhope  still  held  close,  and  as  [ read  the 
French  into  English,  I asked  him  if  the  same 
sense  was  in  the  letter,  lie  did  not  deny  it. 
Coningsby  grew  estremely  angry,  and  on  a 
sudden  broke  nut  into  some  expressions  uehich 
neither  he  sliould  have  uttered,  nor  will  I re- 
peat ; and  so  I was  ordered  to  withdraw  again ; 
which  was  in  the  next  room,  where  not  only  a 
messenger  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  a 
door-keeper  of  the  secretary's  office,  waited  all 
day,  and  ivere  still  ready  to  receive  me. 

wing  called  in  again,  I was  interrogated 
without  method  nr  connection,  as  auy  member 
of  die  cominiitee  pleased,  and  indeed  with  con- 
fusion and  disorder  enough  anioiig  themselves ; 
for  thpy  sometimes  stopped  each  other’s  ques. 
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I lion, and  proposed  new  onesof  their  Own.  At 
Inst,  it  came  to  this,  . Chairman,  Mr,  Prior,  we 
cannot  doubt  but  that  you  aic  iipprised  of  (Ik 
whole  atfair  of  Tonrnay.  Did  iiiy  lord  ever 
wrile  about  Toornay  ? Frior.  I cannot  readily 
answer,  as  not  understanding  the  force  of  tbii 
ijueslioii;  I believe  my  lord  treasurer  may 
have  writ  to  me  concerning  Tournay  at  tiie 
beginniBg  of  tbe  oegociatioo : 1 am  sure  he 
has  spoke  to  me  about  Tournay ; I may  be'mis- 
caken  as  tntlie  time;  bull  think  in  1711  the 
French  insisted  upon  their  having  Touinay ; 
But  I very  wellpeineniber,  that  the  queen’s  in- 
structions to  her  ambassadors  for  the  general 
peace,  were  posiiive  that  tbe  Dlitch  should  have 
It ; 1 understood  tlie  negotiation  to  continue 
always  upon  that  foot.  1 added,  that  as  tbe 
atfairof  the  Barrier  was  transacted  at  Utrecht, 
I had  nothing  in  my  instructions  relating  to 
that  whole  uiatier,  otherwise  than  as  it  might 
relate  in  general  to  the  peace.  WItat  1 have  of 
the  whole  negotiation  is  before  you.  Here 
Walpoleand  Stanhope  grew  mightily  perplexed; 
one  in  a sullen,  and  the  Ollier  in  an  unbounded 
passion,  Coningsby  raved  out-righl.  I may 
justly  protest  that  i could  not  conceive  the 
cause  of  this  disorder  ; for  I did  not  know  that 
thvy  had  alrearly  fuiinded  their  high  treason- 
upon  the  atticles  of  Tuurnay,  against  niy  lord 
treasurer;  nor  can  F since  comprehend  why 
they  did.  To  shew  the  justice,  as  well  ns  the 
gaud  Judgment  of  these  men,  it  must  certainly 
appear  not  only  extravagant,  but  ridiculous  to 
all  that  think  tighter  than  the  committee,  that 
is,  to  all  men  living,  that  an  article  of  High 
Treason  should  be  founded  gainst  an  English 
minister  upon  Tournay,  which  was  not  given 
up  to  the  French,  and  no  raentiun  ever  made  of 
Lisle,  which  actually  was  given  up.  This  by 
the  way.  It  iiiuy  be  furiher  observed,  that  at 
iliac  tune  not  one  third  part  of  the  committee 
themselvcg  did  know  upon  what  point  the 
accusatiiuis  either  against  the  earl  of  Oxford, 
or  any  man  else,  were  to  be  grounded  ; several 
(if  them  iiaving  since  told  me  themselves,  that 
they  never  either  drew  up  or  read  the  report; 
but  that  those  things  came  to  them,  as  they 
merrily  expressed  it,  ready  cut  and  dried. 

But  to  return  to  my  journal ; tills  various  and 
incoherent  manner  of  exnminatinn  having  now 
lasted  above  nine  hours,  two  of  my  masters 
(by  tlie  way)  sir  Richard  Onslow,  and  gener^ 
Erie,  had  left  the  committee  almost  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  day ; for  to  give  them  their  due, 
they  asked  me  very  few  questions  while  there, 
and  by  going  awayseemed  ashamed  of  the  pro- 
ceeding; And  now  Walpole  himself  grew 
weary  of  it,  and  was  going,  but  liiodered,  and 
as  it  were  kept  in  (be  chair  by  Mr.  Stanhope, 
who  said  openly,  they  could  not  go  on  without 
the  chairman.  I was  ordered  to  withdraw,  and 
during  about  half  an  hour's  recess  into  tbe  next 
room,  or  rather  passage,  as  tbe  door  was  by 
chance  opened,  1 heard  them  extreqiely  warm 
and  loud  with  one  another,  Whilst  1 was  in 
this  little  room,  in  which  the  messenger,  under 
was^  ^qd  a dpoi^|tMper  of  the 
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secretary's  office,  es  I hare  already  said,  ivere 
naitiiii;,  Coningtby  came  out  by  a back-nay, 
as  Basc^ircn  did  by  (be  fore  duor.  In  this 
Tdoni  was  0 trupk,  and  in  it  several  papers  and 
memorials,  to  wliicli  the  committee  had  re- 
course during  iheexaminatiuii,  The  trunk  was 
open,  and  I could  not  but  perceive  by  the  in- 
dorsements that  many  of  ilic  papers  were  my 
own.  Coiiingsby  wliispered  tlieofficers  to  take 
care  that  1 should  sot  come  nigh  the  crunk,  and 
really  looked  on  me  more  like  a fu^  than  a 
man  ; {hough  certainly  I had  all  the  right  ima- 
ginable to  sec  every  paper  that  related  to  me 
jn  my  examination,  which  was  pretended  to 
bemndeonno  other  foot,  chan  that  the  king 
should  be  iiifornsed  of  what  I had  done  for  his 
service  iu  the  negotiation  of  the  peace ; and  if 
the  committee  themselves  hod  had  really  a 
isind  CO  be  apprised  of  the  trucli  as  to  tact, 
the  biuderioga  uiiinwhom  they  intended  should 
become  an  evidence  from  seeing  hisowo  papers, 
was  but  an  ill  method  towards  his  giving  them 
^clearer  intelligence. 

I was  aovr  called  in  for  the  last  time,  and  I 
found  that  they  had  collected  several  heads  of 
what  tliey  thought  proper  I should  set  my  hand 
to.  I read  them,  and  made  some  objections 
thereunto,  but  to  no  purpose.  I said,  tiiat  to 
many  questions  I had  uot,  nor  could,  answer  in 
the  positive  manner  chst  was  there  set  down : 
That  as  to  divers  facts,  I could  not  take  things 
upon  my  memory ; That  as  to  ocliers,  I had  in- 
deed said  I believed,  I thought,  I beard,  or  un- 
derstuod,  they  were  so:  Xlmc  the  oiiiissiun  of 
these  words  made  me  say  positively,  and  as  an 
evidence,  what  I should  not  be  able  to  maintain; 
having  only  answered  them  as  roy  memory 
served  me,  and  as  much  as  I knew  of  the 
heads  upon  which  I bad'been  interrogated: 
knowing  that  they  themselves  had  blamed  my 
answers,  for  being  very  imperfect;  and  I ha^ 
more  than  once  told  them,  I was  sorry  I could 
not  answer  them  more  fully.  I objected  against 
these  words;  He  confesses,  that  since  his  con- 
finement, he  has  conversed  with  tbe  carl  of  Ox- 
ford, and  his  nearest  relations.  I did  not,  I 
said,  confess.  Confession  supposes  a crime: 
I was  Cold,  I was  accused  of  none  i I said  I 
bad  seen  the  earl  of  Oxford  at  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley's ; and  as  1 was  going  Co  tell  the  thing 
again,  JesusI  said  Cnningsby,  how  perjured  is 
this  man  ? Prior.  My  lord,  have  a care  of 
. Cunmgsby,  No,  Sir,  it  is  you  that  must 
have  a care.  Seeing  now  the  face  of  the  coui- 
miitce  against  me;  knowing  and  presuming  that 
if  ever  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  the  earl  of 
Oxford,  or  lord  BolingWke  himself,  should  be 
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brought  to  trial,  I mutt  be  sure  before  the 
lords  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining  what 
1 bad  said,  and  declaring  wliat  usage  I had 
louud  from  thecommittee,  I signed  the  paper. 
1 cannot  here  omit  a ridiculous  instance  of  my 
Middlesex  justice's  skill  in  the  law:  He  was 
just  going  to  set  bis  name  on  the  left  hand  of 
tbe  paper, where  I was  to  have  set  mine;  aadif 
he  bad  not  been  timely  cautioned  by  the  chair- 
man, it  would  have  been  the  deposition  of 
‘ Hugh' Boscawen,  jurat  corara  me,  Matthew 
Prior.’ 

When  I had  thus  signed  the  paper,  the  chair- 
man told  me,  that  the  committee  were  not  at 
all  satisfied  with  my  behaviour,  nor  could  give 
such  an  account  of  it  to  the  House  that  might 
merit  their  favour  in  my  behalf:  That  at  pre- 
seot  they  thought  fit  to  lay  me  under  a stricter 
confinement  than  that  of  my  own  house.  Here 
Boscawen  played  the  moralist,  and  Coningsby 
tbe  Christian ; but  both  very  aukwardly.  Bos- 
cawen  said,  that  be  bad  often  beard  Mr.  Step- 
ney, (who  was  a wise  man,  andour  old  friend) 
repeat  this  proverb.  Near  is  my  shirt  buinenrei 
my  skin  ; and  told  me,  if  1 had  remembeied 
that  saying,  and  acted  accordiug  to  it,  it  would 
have  been  better  for  me.  And  Coningsby 
said,  he  bad  known  me  a long  time,  and  was 
heartily  sorry  for  my  condition ; but  all  this 

Eroceeded  from  my  own  ^ulc.  Now  this 
iiid  commiseration  did  not  last  above  a mi- 
nute; for  the  messenger,  tu  whose  house  they 
intended  to  coufine  me,  being  called,  Co- 
ninesby  asked  him,  if  his  house  was  secured 
by  bolts  and  bars.  The  messenger,  who  is  by 
birth  a gentleman,  and  a very  gnod-iiatured 
man,  was  astonished  at  the  question;  and  an- 
swered, that  he  never  had  any  in  his  custody 
but  parlianieut  prisoners,  (as  he  expressed  it,) 
and  there  were  neither  bolts  nor  bats  in  his 
house.  At  which  Coningsby  very  angrily  said, 
Sir,  you  must  secure  this  prisoner ; it  is  for  the 
safety  of  the  nation,  if  he  escapes,  you  iball 
answer  for  it.  And  now  1 met  with  another 
hardship,  which  indeed  I could  not  have  et- 

fiected,  as  I had  all  day  taken  notes  of  the 
leads  of  their  examination,  and  my  answers, 
niid  particularly  that  Mr.  Stauhope  had,  by  Lis 
majesty's  order,  Informed  the  committee,  ihat 
from  whatever  J should  say  in  this  examination 
nothing  should  or  ought  to  redound  Co  my  pre- 
judice : Nor  indeed  could  it  he  imbrued  I 
should  answer  upon  any  other  foot ; Ibr  with- 
out the  king’s  consent,  I doubt,  if  I ought  a| 
all  to  have  answered  to  the  committee. 
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N°  III. 

List  op  Public  Acts,  passed  from  the  Accession  of  George 
THE  First  in  August  1714,  to  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Fifth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  March  1722. 


Anno  1 Georgii  1,  Sta(.  1. 

1.  An  Acrfer  tbe  better  Support  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Housbold,  and  of  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  Crown  of  Great  Bhtaiii. 

2.  — for  rectifying  Misukes  in  the  Names 
of  the  Commis«iimvis  tor  tlie  Laud-ux  for  die 
year  iri4.  and  (or  raising  so  much  as  is  want- 
ing to  make  up  the  sum  of  1,400.000/.  intended 
to  be  raised  hr  a Lottery  fur  the  public  service 
in  the  said  year. 

3.  — in  enable  Persons  now  res'tdiug  in 
Great  Britain,  to  lake  the  Oaths,  and  do  all 
other  acts  in  Great  Britain,  requisite  to  qualify 
themselves  to  coDiiiiue  their  respective  Places, 
Offices  and  Employments  in  Ireland. 

Ansti  1 Gcargii  i,  Slat.  2. 

1.  An  Act  for  grantiug  au  Aid  to  his  ma- 
jesty, to  be  raised  by  a Land-tax  ia  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  service  of  (he  year  1713. 

3,  — for  charging  and  coutiouing  tbe  duties 
on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,  for  tbe  service 
of  the  year  1715,  and  for  making  forth  dupli- 
eatesofExchequer-bilJsandLottery-tjciiei8,li)st, 
burnt  or  destroyed  ; and  for  enlarging  tlie  time 
for  adjusiing  Claims  in  several  Lotteries,  and  for 
making  forth  new  Orders  in  lieu  of  certain 
Lollery-Ordersobliceraied  or  defective;  and  for 
continuing  certain  Duties  on  Hops,  until  the 
first  day  of  August  1715. 

S. for  (lie  better  regulating  the  Forces  to 

be  cootinued  in  his  Majesty's  ^rvice,  and  for 
the  Paymeui  of  the  said  Forces,  and  of  their 
Quartets. 

4,  — to  explain  the  Act  made  in  the  tH-elfib 
year  of  die  Reign  of  King  William  the  Third, 
intituled,  ‘ An  Act  fur  the  further  Limitacion 
‘ of  the  Crown,  and  better  securing  ibe  R^bls 
‘ and  liberties  of  tbe  Subject.’ 

5,  — for  preventing  Tumults  and  riotous  As- 
semblies, and  for  the  more  speedy  and  eBec- 
tual  punishing  Rioters. 

for  making  perpetual  an  Act  of  the  7th 

and  8ih  years  of  the  lleign  of  liis  late  Majesty 
King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act 
' that  tbe  solemn  Affirmation  aud  Declaration 
‘ of  tbe  People  called  Qu.-ikers,  shall  be  ac- 
' cepted  instead  of  an  Oatli  in  tlie  usual  Form 
and  for  explaining  and  enforcing  tbe  said  Act 
in  relaiiou  to  of  JUfog^d  91p,^ 


Rates ; and  fur  appninting  tbe  Form  of  an 
Affirmation  to  be  taken  by  the  said  People 
called  Quakeis,  instead  of  the  Oaib  of  Ab- 
juration. . 

7.  — for  continuing  the  Imprisonment  of 
Robert  Blackburn,  and  others,  for  tbe  horrid 
Conspiracy  to  assassinate  tbe  Person  of  bis 
late  sacred  Majesty  King  William  the  Third. 

8.  — to  irap'jwer  his  Majesty  to  secure  and 
I detain  such  Persons  as  his  Majesty  shall  sus- 
pect are  conspiring  against  liii  Person  and  Go- 

9.  --  for  the  better  preventing  Moiiny  and 
Desertion,  by  enforcing  and  mabing  more  e& 
fectual  an  Act  of  this  present  Parliament,  inti- 
tuled ‘ An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the 
‘ Forces  (o  be  enniinued  in  bit  Majesty's  Ser- 
* vice,  and  for  the  Payment  of  the  said  Forces 
‘ and  their  Quarters.' 

10.  — for  making  more  effectual  her  Ute 
Majesty's  gracious  intentions  fnr  augmeatiog 
(he  Maioteoauce  of  the  poor  Clergy. 

11.  — to  restrain  all  Waggouers,  Carriers, 
and  others,  from  drawing  auy  Carriage  with 
more  chan  five  Horses  in  Length. 

12.  — for  enlarging  the  Fuad  of  tbe  Go- 
' veroor  aud  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 

relaciiig  to  Excnequei-Bills;  and  fur  secUiug 
an  addiliuiial  Bei  enue  of  120,000/.  per  ann. 
upon  his  Majesty  during  liis  Life,  for  ihe  Ser- 
vice of  iheCivil  Government;  and  for  establish- 
ing a certain  Fund  of  Si, 6001.  per  ann.  in 
order  to  raise  a Sum  not  exceeding  OIO.OOOL 
for  tbe  Service  of  the  Public,  by  Sale  of  Annui- 
ties, after  the  Rate  of  6/.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  by  P.idiamenc ; mid  for  satisfying 
an  Arrcar  for  Work  and  Materials  at  bieo- 
lieiiu,  incurred  uhilst  that  Building  wascarried 
on  at  the  Bxpeuce  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen 
Anne,  of  blessed  Hemory  ; and  for  oiker  Putw 
poses  tlureiu  mentioned. 

13.  — for  the  further  Security  of  his  Ma- 
jesty’s Person  and  Qiivornment,  and  the  Sue- 
cessiuD  of  the  Crown  in  the  Heirs  of  (be  lata 
Princess  Sophia,  being  Protestants;  and  for 
extinguisiiing  the  Hopes  of  the  pretended 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  open  and  secrec 
Abettors. 

14.  — for  making  the  Militia  in  that  part 

. of,^fpi,iprifajit  useful  ; 
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■ndforobliginfjati  annual  Accounc'to  be  made 
of  Trophy-Uone/. 

15.  — to  make  an  Act  of  the  tenth  year  of 
her  late  Majesty,  intituled  ' An  Act  for  regu* 

* lating,  improving  and  encoareging  of  the 
' Woollen  Manufacture  of  mixed  or  medley 
' Broad  Cloth,  and  Ihr  the  better  Payment  of 
‘ the  Poor  emptied  therein,’  more  elFactual 
for  the  benellt  ofTrade  in  genernl ; ami  also  to 
render  mure  eSectotJ  an  Act  of  the  seventh  year 
of  her  said  Majesty's  Reign,  mtituletl,  ‘An 
' Act  for  the  better  ascertaining  the  Lengths 

* and  Breadtiis  of  Woollen  Cloth  made  in  the 

* Couaty  ofYork.’ 

Id.  — for  the  Attainder  of  Henry  Viscount 
Bolingbroke  of  High  Treason,  unless  lie  shall 
render  himself  to  Justice  by  a Day  certain 
therein  mentioned. 

17,  ~for  the  Attainder  of  James  Duke  of 
Ormond  of  High  Treason,  unless  lie  stiali  render 
himself  CO  Justice  by  a day  certain  tbareiii 
nentioned. 

18.  — for  the  better  preventing  fresh  Fish, 
uken-  by  Forei^en,  being  imporied  into  this 
Kingdom;  and  for  the  Pieservniinn  of  the 
Fry  of  Fish  ; and  for  the  giving  leave  Co  import 
Lobsters  and  Turbots  in  foreign  Bottoms ; and 
for  the  better  Preservation  of  Salmon  within 
aeveral  Rivers  in  that  Port  of  this  Kingdom 
called  England. 

10.  — for  raising  OlO.OOOf.  for  Public  {Ser- 
vices, by  Sale  of  Annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
Af.  per  cent,  perann.  redeemable  by  Parlia- 
ment ; and  to  authorize  a Treaty  concerning 
private  Rights  claimed  by  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Sugar-houses  in  Scotland. 

SO.  — for  encouraging  all  Soperiots,  Vassals, 
Landlords  and  Tenants  in  Scotland,  who  do 
and  ^ail  continue  in  their  Duty  and  Loyalty 
to  his  Majesty  King  George  ; and  for  discou- 
raging nil  Superiors,  Vassals,  Landlords  and 
Tenants  there,  wiio  iiave  been  or  shall  he 
gnilty  of  rebellious  Practices  against  liis  said 
Majesty  ; and  for  making  void  all  fraudulent 
Entails,  Tailzies  and  Conveyances  made  there, 
for  barring  or  excluding  the  ESect  of  Forfei- 
tures that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be  incurred 
tberaou  any  such  nccount;  as  also  for  calling 
any  suspected  Person  orPersons,  whose  Estates 
or  principal  Residence  are  ioS^tlond,  to  ap- 
pear nc  Eainhuigb,  or  where  it  shall  be  judged 
expedient  to  fiodBiil  for  their  good  Behaviour ; 
and  fur  the  better  dlsariuing  disaffecccti  Per- 
sons in  Scotland. 

9t.  — for  eularging  the  Capitol  Stock  and 
yearly  Fund  of  the  South-Sea  Company,  and 
for  supplying  tlieceby  893,039/.  4s.  8d.  to 
public  Uses ; nnd  for  raising  100,000/.  fur  the 
like  Uses,  by  Sale  of  Annuilias  upou  divers  en- 
couragcmenti  therein  mentiiined  ; and  for  ap- 
propriating several  Supplies  granted  to  his 
Majesty. 

S3.  — for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  settle  a 
Revenue  fur  supporting  the  Dignity  of  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess,  in  case  she  shall 
survive  bis  Royal  Uighneis  the  Prince  of 
Wales.  , ,1,  . 
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S3.  ~ fur  making  ProvUIou  for  the  Minis- 
ten  nf  llifflifly  new  Churches,  which  are  to  be 
liuilt  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  Londun  snd 
Wesiminster,and  Suburbs  thereof ; and  for  re- 
building and  hnisbinz  ibe  Parish  Church  ofSi. 
Mary  Wouttioih  in  the  said  Ciiyorixtudon. 

24.  — for  appointing  Commissioners  to  take 
examine  and  state  the  Debts  due  to  ibe  -Army. 

25.  — to  prevent  Disturbances  by  Seamen, 
and  others ; and  to  preserve  the  Scores  be- 
longing to  bis  Majesty’s  Navy  Royal ; and  idso 
for  explaining  an  Act  for  the  belter  preventing 
the  IiDbezilment  of  his  Majesty's  Stores  of 
War ; and  preventing  Cheats,  Frauds  ami 
Abuses  in  payiog  Seamen’s  Wages;  and  for 
reviving  and  continuing  an  Ai/c  fir  the  more 
effectual  Suppression  of  Piracy. 

36.  — for  continuing  several  Laws  therein 
mentioned,  relating  mCoals,  liecnp  and  Flat, 
Irish  and  Scutch  Linen,  and  the  Assize  of 
Bread ; aod  fur  giving  Power  to  adjourn  the 
Quarcer>5essians  Ibr  the  County  of  Anglesea, 
for  the  Purposes  therein  meniiuned. 

27.  — fur  taking  and  staliug  the  Debts  due 
and  growing  due  tu  Scottnnd  by  way  of  Equi- 
valent ill  the  Terms  of  the  Union  ; and  for 
Relief  of  the  Creditors  of  the  Public  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  Cummissionen  of  tlie  Equivalent. 

SB.  — for  repealing  an  Act,  intituled,  ' An 
‘ Act  fur  repealing  Part  nf  an  Act  passed  in  the 
‘ Parliament  of  Scotland,’  intituled.  Act  fur  dis- 
charging tlieTuJe-Vacance. 

29.  — for  allowing  aTime  for  213  Families 
of  Prutestanc  Palatines,  nnw  settled  in  Ireliind, 
to  take  the  Oaths  in  oriler  to  intitle  them  Co 
all  tlie  Benefits  intended  them  by  the  Act  nf 
the  ?th  year  of  Iter  kte  Majesty’s  Reign,  for 
naturalizing  foreign  Protestants. 

30.  — for  continuing  an  Act  of  tbis  pretent 
Session  of  Partinmcnc,  inliluled,  ‘An  Act  to 
‘ impower  his  Majesty  to  secure  and  detain 
‘ such  persons  as  his  Majesty  sball.suipect  are 
‘ conspiriug  against  bis  Persitn  aud  Govern- 

31.  — for  granting  an  Aid  to  his  Majesty 
by  a Lnnd-Tax  in  Great  Britain,  fur  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  year  1716. 

33.  — to  attaiuc  John  earl  of  Marr,  Wil- 
liam Murray,  Esq.  commonly  called  Marquis 
ofTullibnrdinu,  James  Eurl  ofLinlubgow,  niul 
James  Orutnmond,' Esq.  commonly  called  luid 
Drummond,  of  High  Treason. 

33.  — for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  Trial 
of  such  Persons  as  have  levied  or  shall  levy 
War  against  his  Majesty. 

34.  _ for  preventing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  uf  tbe  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

35.  _ to  appoint  a Cummissioner  for  tak- 
ing, exnmimng  and  stating  the  Debts  due  to 
the  Army,  in  the  room  ofTlmnias  Smiili,  Eji[. 
deceni-tid ; and  for  cominiiing  the  former  Act 
until  the  lOtU  day  nf  March  17 16. 

36.  — fnr  charging  and  conlhiuing  the 
Duties  on  Molt,  Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry,  fof 
tbe  Service  of  the  year  1716;  and  for  coro- 
pelting  -t«vprsJ,,Ri!«ivft?  to 
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their  Accompis  j and  for  making  Doplicates  of 
Eichequcr-BiHs,  Louery  Tickets,  niid  Orders, 
lose,  burnt,  or  destroyed  ; ami  for  enlarging 
the  time  for  ndjumng  Claims  to  certain  Benefit 
Tickets;  and  l»r  ullorring  the  Clisree  of  exe- 
cuting ilie  Lottery  Act  for  the  Sereice  of  the 
year  1710;  ami  fur  recovering  Monies  of 
several  Laml  Taxes,  resting  in  the  Hands  of 
Collectors  or  Constables  at  St.  Athens;  and 
for  {jreveoting  Frauds  in  the  Duties  upon  Snap  ; 
and  for  limicit^  a titne  for  Fersons  who  have 
certain  Annuities  for  Life  or  Lives  Co  demand 
the  Payment  thereupon  at  the  Exchequer ; and 
for  preventing  Frauds  in  the  Duties  rdating  to 
printed  and  paiuted  Paper,  Cnilicoes,  and  other 
things  therein  mentionM, 

37.  — to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  the 
legalities  and  Lands  now  remaining  in  the 
Crown,  in  North  Wales  and  South  Wales,  and 
cnontyofCheseer,  to  his  Royal  Highness  tlie 
Prince  of  Wales,  in  sacli  Manner  and  Form  as 
■ he  Principality  of  Wales  aud  Esrldom  of 
Chester  have  formerly  been  granted  to  the 
Princes  of  Wales;  and  also  to  enable  bis  said 
Royal  Highness  to  make  Leases  of  Lands, 
Parcel  of  his  Royal  Higiiness’s  Dutchy  of 
ConiwaJI,  nr  annexed  to  the  same. 

38.  — for  enlarging  the  Time  of  Continuance 
of  Parliaments,  appointed  by  an  Act  made  in 
the  8lb  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  iaiicuted.  An  Act  for  the  freqaenc 
meeting  and  calling  of  Parliaments. 

39.  — to  indemnify  such  Persons  who  have 
acted  in  Defence  of  his  Majesty’s  Person  and 
Coveramenl,  and  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
Public  Peace  of  this  Kingdom,  in  and  about 
the  time  of  the  late  unnatural  Rebellion,  from 
vexatious  Suits  and  Prnseccitions. 

40.  ~ for  tlie  free  Importation  of  Cochi- 
neal, during  the  time  therein  limited. 

41.  — for  giving  Liberty  to  Persons,  who 
have  served  their  Apprenticeships  IQ  any  part 
of  the  Woollen  Manufacture  in  Colchester,  to 
work  at  their  said  Trades,  und  at  the  making 
Bays  within  the  said  Town. 

49.  — for  the  Attainder  of  George  Earl  of 
MarUchall,  William  Eail  of  Senfurth,  James 
Earl  of  Souchesque,  James  Earl  of  Punniuir, 
aud  otliers,  of  High  Treason,  uuless  they  sbaU 
render  themselves  to  Justice  by  a day  certain, 
therein  mentioned. 

43.  — to  continue  Duties  for  encouraging 
the  Coinage  of  Money,  and  to  charge  (he 
Duties  on  Senna  us  a medicinal  Drug ; and  for 
the  appropriating  several  Supplies  granted  to 
bis  Majesiv. 

44.  — /or  the  continuing  (he  Doty  of  two 
Peonies  Scots,  or  one  sixth  of  n Penny  sterling, 
on  evrry  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that  shall  he 
vended  or  sold  within  the  City  of  Glasgow  and 
Privileges  thereof,  fur  the  Benefit  of  the  said 
City. 

if.  >—  for  holding  the  Assize  for  the  County 
of  Cornwall,  at  a cunvenient  Place  within  the 
•aid  Couniy. 

40.  ~ to  prevent  ibe  Mischiefs  by  manu- 
facturing Leww^'tM  things ’WreitHuhltf' 
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Tobacco,  and  the  Abuses  in  making  and  mixing 
of  SnulT. 

47.  — for  the  more  effectual  and  exemplary 
Punishment  of  such  Persons  as  shall  seduce 
Soldiers  to  desert,  or  who,  being  Papists,  shall 
inllst  tliemsclres  in  his  Majesty’s  Service  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  the  Islands  of 
Jersey  or  Guernsey. 

48.  — to  encourage  the  Planting  uf  Timber 
Trees,  Fruit-Trees  siid  other  Trees,  for  Orna- 
meut,  Shelter  ur  Profit,  and  for  the  better 
Preservation  of  the  same  ; and  for  the  pre- 
venting the  Burningof  Woods. 

49.  — to  revive  and  continue  an  Act  of  (be 
eighth  and  ninth  years  of  the  Rcigo  of  his  lata 

j MajesiyKiiig  William,  for  Repair  of  the  Piers 
I ofBridlingtoa  alias  Burlington,  in  the  East- 
Riding  of  the  County  ofYork. 

iO.  — for  appointing  Commissioners  to  en- 
quire of  the  Estates  of  certain  Traitors,  and  of 
Popisli  Recusants,  and  of  Estates  given  la 
simerstitious  Uses,  In  order  to  raise  Money  out 
of  them  severally  for  the  Use  of  the  Public. 

51.  — for  repealing  so  much  of  ihe-Act  of 
the  ISlh  and  ISlh^years  of  ilte  Reign  of  King 
William  the  Third,  iotituled,  * An  Act  fur  the 
‘ farther  LImiliition  of  the  Crovm,  and  better 
‘ securing  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Sub- 
Ejects, 'as  enacts,  Thatno  Person,  who  shoold 
come  to  the  Pussessiim  of  the  Crown,  shall  go 
out  of  the  Duimuions  of  England,  Scotland  or 
Ireland,  without  Consent  of  Parliament. 

58.'  — for  making  the  Laws  for  repairiog  the 
Highways  more  effectual. 

53.  — for  the  Attainder  of  Thomas  Forater 
junior,  Esq.  and  William  Mackintosh,  Esq. 
(commonly  called  Brigadier  Mack'uiCosb)  of 
iligh  Treason.  ' 

54.  — for  the  more  effectual  securing  the 
Peace  of  the  Highlands  iu  Scotland. 

56.  ' — Co  oUige  Papists  to  register  their 
Nomes  and  real  Estates. 

56.  — to  disable  any  Person  from  being 
chose  a Member  of,  or  from  sittiog  and  voting 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  has  any 
Pension  for  any  Number  of  Years  from  the 

57. — for  better  regulalingHackney-Coacbei, 
Carts,  Drays,  Carrs  and  Waggous,  within  the 
Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the 
Weekly  Bills  of  Mortality ; aud  for  preventing 
Mischiefs  occasioned  by  the  Drivers  riding 
upon  such  Carts,  Drays,  Carrs  and  ^Vagguns. 

Jnrio  9,  G.orgit  1. 

1.  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  effeciually 
to  prohibit  ur  restrain  Commerce  with  Sweden. 

3.  — ibr  punishing  Muliur  and  Desertion, 
and  fur  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and 
llieir  Quarters. 

3.  — for  granting  an  Aid  to  hit  Majesty  by 
a Land  Tax  m Great  Britain,  for  the  Service  of 
the  Year  1717. 

4.  — fur  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt, 

Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1717,  and  to  authorize  Allowances  to  b« 
nkftS«  Rceaikbi*;  aadi  to  obviate  t 
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Oonbt  conceftiing  Goods  imponed  (com  the 
Islands  of  Jene;r,  Guemie)’,  SarL  and  Alder- 
i and  to  ascertain  llie  Duties  npoii  Sheep- 
sktns  and  Lamb-skins;  and  to  prevent  Frauds 
in  tbe  Duties  upon  Stnrcb ; and  fur  reeking 
forth  Duplicates  of  Dxcliequer-Bills,  Lottery 
Tickets  and  Orders,  lost,  burnt  or  destroyed  ; 
and  for  enlarging  iheTime  foradjusting  Claims 
in  several  Lotteries ; and  for  preventing  Frauds 
in  tbe  Duties  on  Low  Wines  and  Spirits  carried 
Coastwise. 

6.  — Ibrconiiouing  the  Duty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  part  of  tt  Penny  Sterliug.  on 
every  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that  shall  be  vended 
or  sold  within  tbe  City  of  Edinburgh,  and  Pri* 
vileges  thereof,  for  the  Benehcofche  said  City, 
and  ibr  discoutinuing  the  Paymeat  of  tbe  Dues 
commonly  called  ilie  Petty*Port  Customs  at 
Edinburgh,  during  the  Continuance  of  this  Act. 

6.  — for  laying  a Duty  of  two  Pemii»  Scots, 
or  one  filth  Port  of  a Penny  Sterling,  upon 
every  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that  shall  be  vended 
or  sold  wiibin  the  Town  of  Durafreis,  and  Pri* 
vileges  thereof,  for  paying  the  Debts  of  the 
said  Town,  and  for  building  a Church,  and 
amking  a Harbour  there. 

7.  — for  redeeming  tbe  Duties  and  Reve- 
nues, which  were  settled  to  payoff  Principal 
nad  Interest  on  the  Orders  made  forth  on  Four 
Lottery  Acts,  passed  in  the  9ib  and  lOib  years 
ofber  lute  Majesty's  Reign ; and  fur  redeeming 
certain  Annuities,  payable  en  Orders  out  of  tbe 
Hereditary  Excise,  according  to  a former  Act 
iu  that  Behalf , and  for  establishing  a general 
Yearly  Fund,  not  only  fur  ilie  future  Payment 
of  Annuities,  at  several  Rates,  to  be  payable 
and  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
redeemable  by  Parliament,  but  also  to  raise 
Monies  for  such  Proprietors  of  the  said  Orders 
as  shall  cliuse  to  be  paid  their  Principal  nnd 
Arrears  of  Interest  io  ready  Money  ; and  for 
making  good  such  other  De^iencies  and  Pay- 
ments as  in  this  Act  are  mentiuned  ; aud  mr 
caking  off  the  Duties  on  Linseed  imported,  and 
British  Linen  exported. 

8.  — for  redeeming  several  Funds  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  ilie  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, pursuant  to  former  Provisos  of  Redemp- 
tion ; and  for  securing  to  tliem  devcml  new 
Funds  and  Allowances,  redeemable  by  Pnrlta- 
meot;  and  for  obliging  them  to  advance  fur- 
ther Sums  not  exceeding  !i,500,000f.  at  6l. 
pec  cent,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  be 
employed  in  lessening  tiic  Nationnl  Debt*  nud 
Incumbrances ; and  for  contimiing  certain 
Provisions  formerly  made  fur  the  Expences  of 
his  Majesty's  Civil  Goverumenc ; and  for  Pay- 
nicntofAnnuiiies  furmvrly  purchased  at  the 
Rale  of  5l.  per  ceut.  and  for  other  Purposes 
in  this  Act  mentioned. 

d.  — for  redeeming  the  Yearly  Fund  uf  the 
South  Sea  Company  (being  after  tbe  Rate  of 
6f.  per  cent,  per  anu.);  and  settliug  on  the 
said  Company  a Yearly  Fund,  ufter  the  Race 
of  Si.  per  cent,  peruon.  redeemable  by  piirlia- 
merit ; and  to  raise,  fur  an  Aniiuin  or  Annui- 
ties at  Si.  per  e«iic.  pei  Sam  oc: 
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ceeding  two  millions,  to  be  employed  in  lessen- 
iiig  iLa  National  Debu  and  Incumbrances* 
tend  for  making  the  said  new  Yearly  Fuad  and 
Annuities  to  be  hereafter  redeemnhie,  in  the 
Time  and  Mauiier  thereby  prescribed. 

10.  — fur  tlie  better  collecting  nnd  levying 
tbe  Revenue  offhe  Tenths  of  the  Cleif  y. 

11.  -—to  explain  and  amend  several  Laws 
therein  mentioned,  for  the  better  Preiervatioa 
of  the  Game. 

13.  to  empower  Commissioners  in  Core- 
missinns  ofBaukrupis,  issued  since  the  34th 
day  of  June  1706,  and  on  or  before  the  Sdth 
day  of  June  1716,  to  make  CerliScaies  for 
Bankrupts : nnd  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lurd 
Keeper,  or  Commissioners  of  the  Great  Seal, 
or  two  Judges,  to  confirm  the  same,  notwiih- 
standing  the  Acts  of  the  fouijth  and  fifth,  and 
tbe  fifth  of  Queen  Auue  ore  espired  ; and  for 
continuing  a Clause  in  a former  Act,  for  ad- 
justing Accompta  between  BaukrupU  and  tlieir 
Debtors. 

13.  — for  tlie  belter  regulating  of  Pilots,  fur 
tbe  conducting  of  Ships  and  Vessels  froin  Dover, 
Deal,  and  the  Isle  ofTbuner,  up  the  Rivers  of 
Thames  and  Medway. 

14.  — CO  continue  an  Act  of  the  first  year 
of  his  M^esty’s  Reign,  intituled,  ' An  Act  for 
* taking  and  stating  tlie  Debts  doe  and  growing 
‘ due  tu  Scotland,  by  Wny  of  Equivalent,  in  iht 
‘ Terms  of  the  Union  ; and  for  Relief  of  iba 
‘ Creditors  ofibe  Public,  nud  tbe  Couimissionert 
' of  the  £(|uivalent.’ 

15.  — for  the  better  regalnting  the  Office  of 
Sheriffs ; and  fur  ascertaining  their  Fees,  and 
the  Fees  forsuing  out  their  Patents,  and  passing 
their  Accoinprs. 

16.  — fur  the  better  enabling  Sheriffs  toeue 
out  tlieir  Patents,  aud  pass  their  Accompts. 

17.  — to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint 
Commissioners,  to  take,  examine,  state,  and  de- 
termine, the  Debts  due  tu  the  Army. 

18.  — for  explaining  an  Act,  passed  iba 
last  Session  of  Parliament,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act 
‘ to  oblige  Papists  to  register  their  Names  and 
' Real  Estates,’  and  for  enlarging  tlieTimefor 
such  roistering ; aud  fur  securing  PurcbasSi 
made  byPrutestaoU. 

19.  — fi>r  the  King's  most  gracious,  ge- 
neral, and  free  Pardon. 

SO.  — to  enlarge  the  Time  for  making  Claims 
before  the  Commissioners  appuiuted  tu  inquire 
of  the  forfeited  Estates. 

81.  — for  cuniinuing  the  Liherty  of  export- 
ing Irish  Linen  Cloth  to  the  Briiish  Plaiiia- 
tioos  in  America,  Duty  free ; and  fur  the 
laoiQ  effecioal  Discovery  of,  and  prosecuting 
.such  as  shall  unlawfully  export  Wool  nno 
Woollen  Munufactures  from  Iieland  j nnd  for 
Relief  of  John  Fletcher,  in  respect  «f  the  Duty 
hy  him  paid  for  a Quantity  or  Salt  lust  in  the 
Exporialiun  for  Ireland. 

Anno  4 Georgii  1. 

1.  An  Act  for  granting  an  Aid  to  liis  Ma- 
jesty, by  a Land-Tax  to  he  raised  in  Gres* 
.BftsaiiifotitlieSenfcyof.fie  year  1718. 


APPENDIX— iirt  <^Fulilie  Jat. 


cczll] 

3.  — to  enable  Ins  Uajesiy  to  be  Governor 
<if  tie  South'Sea  Company. 

3.  — for  commuing  ibe  Duties  on  Malt, 
Muiu,  Cyder  ninl  Perry,  fnr  the  Service  of'  tlie 
year  1718;  and  for  niakiii[C  forth  Duplicates 
of  Ezchequer-BiUs,  aiid  LuUery-Ticki-is  and 
Orders,  lust,  burnt  or  destroyed ; mid  fnr  ap- 
propriating the  Supplies  granted  in  tiiis  bcssimi 
of  Parliament. 

4.  — for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
end  for  the  liettcr  Payment  oftlieArmv,  and 
tbtir  Quarters. 

o.  — for  liiiisliiiig  the  Tower  of  the  Parish 
Church  of  St.  Michael,  Coriihill,  inndoii,  out 
of  the  Duties  nriiing  pursuant  to  the  Act  of 
the  ninth  year  of  the  late  Queen  fur  building  50 
new  Cliurchcs  in  and  about  the  Cities  of  Lon- 
don nod  Westminster,  and  the  Suburbs  thereof. 

C.  — for  Relief  of  the  wholesale  Traders 
end  Dealers  in  English  Ronelace,  by  obviating 
several  Doubts  in  tiie  several  Acts  fur  licens- 
iug  Uawkcrs  and  Pedlars. 

7.  — formukiiig  nune  eflectualan  Act  made 
in  the  8th  year  oftlie  Ueign  of  die  late  Queeu 
Anne,  inlided,  ' An  Act  for  employing  the 
‘ Mumifacturers  by  enenumging  Uie  Cousump- 
' cion  of  Raw  Silk,  ami  Moliair  it am.' 

8.  — for  vestiuB  the  liirfeited  Estates  in 
Great  Britain  and  freinnd,  in  Trustees,  to  be 
sold  for  the  Use  of  the  Public  ; and  fur  giving 
Relief  to  lawful  Creditors,  by  determining  the 
Claims;  and  for  the  mure  edectnal  bringing 
into  the  respective  Exchequers  the  Rems  aud  ' 
Profits  of  the  said  Estates,  till  sold. 

0.  to  appoint  Cummissioners  to  take, 
examine,  state  and  determine  the  Debt;  due  to 
the  Army,  and  to  examine  and  state  the  De- 
mands of  several  foreign  Princes  end  Stales 
for  Subsidies  during  the  late  War. 

10.  — for  making  the  Dividend  of  subscribed 
Louery-Aunuities,  and  other  Annuities  esta- 
blished by  several  Acts  of  Parliament,  payable  > 
Half-yearly  at  the  Bank  of  England. 

11.  — for  the  further  preventing  Robbery, 
Burglary  and  other  Felonies,  and  tor  the  more 
effectual  TraosporCacinn  of  Felons,  and  un- 
lawful Exporters  of  Wool ; and  fur  declaring 
die  Law  upon  some  Points  relating  to  Pirates. 

13.  — for  enforcing  and  making  perpetual 
an  Act  of  the  13ib  year  of  her  late  hliijesty, 
intilied,  ‘ An  Act  for  die  preserving  of  all  such 
‘ Ships  aod  Goods  thereof,  which  shall  happen 

< to  be  forced  on  Shore,  or  stranded  upon  the 

< Coasts  of  this  Kingdom,  or  any  other  of  her 
* Majesty’s  Dominions;’  and  for  inSicting  the 
Punishment  of  Death  on  such  as  shall  wilfully 
burn  or  destroy  Ships. 

IS.— for  enlarging  ibeTerm  ofYears  granted 
by  the  Acts  of  the  llcb  aud  13th  Years  of  King 
William  the  Third,  and  3nd  and  Srd  Years  of 
Queen  Anne,  for  the  Repairof  Dover  Harbour, 

14.  ■ — to  impower  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  put  in  Execution  the  Act  of  the 
9ib  and  lOch  Years  of  her  late  Majesty’s  Reign, 
for  building  SO  new  Churches  in  and  about  the 
Cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  Sub- 
irbs  thereof;  to  direct  the  Parish  Church  of 
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St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  in  die  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, to  be  rebuilt,  instead  of  one  uf  the  said 
, lifty  new  Cburclics. 

Anno  a Georgii  1. 

I.  An  Act  forgranling  to  hix  M.-ijestyan  Aid 
by  a Land-Tax  to  be  raised  in  Great  Butaio, 
tor  the  Service  of  die  Year  1719. 

3.  — for  continuing  Uie  Duties  on  Malt, 
Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Y'earl719;  anrl  for  enlaming  the  Time  lor 
entering  at  die  Exchequer  such  Axsijtnments  uf 
reversionary  Aunuitits  as  ore  therein  oien- 
lioned  ; aud  fur  belter  securing  the  Duties  ou 
Hides  and  Skins,  Vellum  anil  Parclireicnt. 

3.  — for  applying  certniii  Overplus  Mouies, 
and  further  Sums,  to  be  raiserl,  as  well  by  war 
ofaljlttery,  as  by  Loans,  Inwards  paying  off 
aud  cancelling  Excliequer- Bills,  and  for  lessen- 
iiig  the  present  great  Charge  in  relation  to 
diuse Bills;  and  for  circulating  and  exdiang- 
ing  fur  ready  Money  the  Residue  of  the  same 
BillsJor  die  future. 

4.  — for  suenglhening  the  Protestant  In- 
terest in  these  Kingdoms. 

5.  — fur  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army,  end 
their  Quarters. 

0.  — for  quieting  and  establishing  Corpo- 
rations. 

7.  — • for  continuiogan  Act  made  id  the  13th 
'Y'enr  of  the  Reign  of  her  Ime  Majesty  Queen 

Anne,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  for  eocouragiog  the 
‘ Tobiicco  Trade.’ 

8.  — for  the  more  eSVctual  Relief  of  such 
Wivesand  Children,  as  are  left  by  their  Hus- 
bnuds,  and  Parents,  upon  the  Charge  of  the 

9.  — for  continuing  certain  Duties  upon 
Coals  and  Culm,  and  for  establishing  certaia 
Funds,  U)  raise  Mouey,  as  well  to  proceed  in 
the  building  of  new  Churches,  ns  also  to  com- 
plete ihe  Supply  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  atiil 
to  reserve  the  overplus  Monies  uf  llie  said 
Duties  for  the  Disposition  of  P-nrliameiil ; and 
for  the  more  effectual  suppressing  private  Luc- 

10.  — for  enlargin)^  the  Time  granted  by  two 
Acts  of  Parliament,  for  Repairs  of  the  Piers 
of  Bridlington,  alios  Burlington ; and  for 
making  the  said  Acts  more  effeciual. 

II.  — against  clandestine  running  of  un- 
customed Goods;  and  for  the  more  effectual 
preventing  of  Frauds  relating  to  the  Customs, 

13,  — for  making  more  effectual  the  several 
Acts  past  for  repairing  and  emendiog  the 
Higliways  uf  this  Kingdom. 

13.  — for  the  Araendmeot  of  Writs  of 
Error ; and  for  the  furtlicr  preventing  the  Ar- 
resting or  Reversing  of  Judgments  after  Verdict. 

14.  — CO  continue  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  examine,  state  and  determine  the 
Debts  due  to  the  Army,  and  to  examine  and 
state  the  Demands  of  several  foreign  Princes 
and  States  for  Subsidies  during  the  fate  War. 

19,  fur  making  more  effectual  us  Act  uf 

Che  3rd  and  4th  Years  of  Che  Reign  of  King 
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William  and  Qdhh  Mar^,  intitlsd,  ‘ An  Act 
* for  the  more  fefTcctu^  Disto»cry  and  Punbb- 
‘ ment  of  Deer-siealen.' 

16.  — for  layinga  Doty  of  (wo  Pennies  Scots, 
or  one  sixth  Part  of  a Peony  Sterling,  upon 
erery  Piui  of  Ale  or  Beer,  that  shall  be 
vended  or  >otd  within  the  Town  of  Dunbar, 
for  iinproriog  end  presen'ing  the  Harbour,  and 
repairing  the  Town*houte,  and  building  a 
School,  and  other  public  Buildings  there;  and 
fur  supplying  the  said  Town  with  fresh  Water. 

17.  — for  laying  a Doty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  Pan  of  a Penny  Sterling, 
upon  every  Pint  of  Ate  or  Beer,  (bat  shall  be 
vended  or  sold  within  the  Town  of  Inverness, 
and  Privileges  thereof,  for  paying  (he  Debts 
of  the  said  Town,  and  for  building  a Church, 

, and  making  a Harbour  there. 

IS.  — for  recovering  the  Credit  of  (be 
British  Fishery  in  foreign  Parts;  and  better 
securing  the  Duties  on  Salt. 

19.  — for  redeeming  the  Fund  appropriated 
for  Payment  of  the  Lottery-Tickets,  which 
were  made  forth  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 
1710,  by  a voluntoiy  Subscription  of  the  Fro- 
prieiors  into  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company ; and  for  raising  a Sum  of 
Idoney  to  pay  off  such  Debts  and  Incum- 
brances os  are  therein  ineutkiDed  ; and  for  ap- 
proprinting  the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Session 
of  Parliament ; aud  to  limit  Times  for  Frose- 
CDiions  upon  Bunds  for  exporting  Cards  and 
Dice. 

so.  — for  settling  certain  yearly  Funds, 
payable  oat  of  the  lUvenue  -of  Scotland,  to 
satitfy  poblic  Debts  in  Scotland,  and  other 
Uses  mcuiioned  in  the  Treaty  of  Union ; and 
to  discbaige  the  Equivalents  claimed  on 
Behalf  of  Scotland,  in  the  Terms  of  the  same 
Treaty ; and  for  obviating  all  future  £>isputes. 
Charges  and  Expences  concerning  those  Equi- 
mlents. 

‘.'1.  — for  the  better  seenring  the  lawful 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  to  atid  from 
the  East- Indies;  and  for  the  mote  effectual 
preventing  all  his  Majesty's  Sabjecta  trading 
thither  under  foreign  CommisMons. 

S8. for  enlarging  the  Time  to  determine 
Claims  on  the  forfeited  Esutes. 

93.  — for  appointing  a Commissioner  and 
Trustee  to  put  m Execution  the  Powers  and 
Authorities  of  the  several  Acts  of  Poriianient 
zelating  to  tbe  forfeited  Estates,  nod  Estates 
^veo  in  superstitious  Uses,  in  the  Boom  of 
George  Treby,  Esq.  who  has  desired  to  be 
discharged  from  the  said  Trusts. 

94.  — for  the  better  preventing  Frauds 
committed  by  Bankrupts. 

SS.  — for  coutrouing  the  Act  made  in  the 
eighth  Year  of  the  Beigii  of  tlie  late  f^oeen 
Anne,  to  regulate  the  Price  and  Assize  of 
Bread  ; and  forcoiitinningihe  Act  made  in  the 
Kth  Year  of  her  said  late  illwcsly's  Reign,  for 
the  hrtter  Encouragement  of  tbe  making  Saii- 
Cluiii  in  Great  Britain. 

SO.  — for  preventing  the  Mischrels  which 
aany  happp  by  keeping  coogt^at  Quantities  of 
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Gunpowder  in  or  near  the  Cities  of  London 
aud  Westminster,  or  the  Suburbs  thereof. 

97. — to  prevent  theincunvenieiick-s  arising 
from  seducing  Artificers  in  the  Manufactures  of 
Great  Britain  into  fereign  Parts. 

S&  — for  tbe  further  Punishment  of  sack 
Persons  os  shall  nnlawfnlly  kill  or  destroy 
Deer  in  Parks,  Paddocks  or  other  inclosed 
Grounds. 

99.  — for  maklns  more  effectual  the  Laws 
nppoibting  the  Oaths  for  Security  of  the  Go- 
vernment, to  be  taken  by  Ministers  and 
Preachers  in  Churches  and  Meeting-houses  in 
Scotland. 

30,  — for  amending  and  making  more  eSec- 
tual  die  Laws  for  repairing  the  Highways, 
Bridges,  and  Ferries  in  that  Part  of  Greta  Bri- 
tain called  Scoilaod. 

31.  — for  enlarging  the  Time  granted  by 
an  Act  of  the  9ib  and  lOtli  Years  of  King 
Willinm,  for  cleansing  and  making  navigable 
tbe  Channel  from  iheHytbe  at  Colchester  to 
Wircohue  ; and  for  m.xkingthe  said  Act  more 
elftctual. ' 

39.  — for  Relief  of  such  Sufferers  of  the 
Islands  orNevu  and  St.  Christopher's  as  have 
settled  in  either  of  liiose  Islands,  and  tsade 
doe  Proof  of  sneb  Settlement  before  tbe  S5lb 
day  o^December  1719. 

Anno  6 Oeorgii  1. 

1.  An  Act  Sot  granting  to  bis  Majesty  an 
Aid  by  a Land-Tax  to  be  raised  in  Greet  Bri- 
tain, for  the  Service  of  (he  Year  1790. 

8.  — for  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt, 
Mom,  Cyder  and  Perry,  for  the  Service  of  tin 
Year  1730,  and  for  ennblii^  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  to  call  iu 
such  Excheqner-Bilisnsareto  be  cancelled  and 
discharged  with  Money  appointed  for  that 
Purpose. 

3.  — for  panishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
ud  for  the  better  Payment  of  tbe  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

4.  — for  enabling  tlie  South-Sea  Company 
to  increase  their  present  Capital  Stock  and 
Fund,  by  redKining  such  public  Debts  and 
Incumbrances  as  are  tbeieiii  meutiuned ; ami 
for  raising  Money  to  be  applied  for  lessening 
several  of  the  public  Debts  and  lucnmbnuices ; 
and  Ibr  calling  in  tbe  present  Excliequer-Bills 
remaining  uncancclled  ; end  for  making  forth 
new  Bills  in  Lieu  thereof,  to  he  circular  ana 
eMhanged  upon  Demand  at  or  near  tbe  Es- 

5.  ■ — for  the  better  securing  the  Depen- 
dency of  the  £in|deni  of  Ireland  upon  tiie 
Crown  of  Great  Bntain. 

6.  — for  preventing  the  Carriage  of  exces- 
sive Loads  of  Meal,  Mall,  Bricks  und  Coah^ 
within  ten  Miles  of  the  Clues  of  Lenduo  and 
Westminster. 

7.  — for  laying  a Duty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  Part  of  a 1‘eiiny  Sterling, 
upon  every  Pint  of  Ale  or  Beer  that  shall  be 
vended  nr  sold  wkbio  the  Town  of  Montrose, 
aadPrivil^cs  Utartofj  fw  supplying  the  said 
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Town  wlA  fp«Ji  Water,  and  for  other  Pur- 
poses therein  muniioned. 

«.  — for  tayiiii'  a Doty  of  two  Peonies 
Scuts,  orunesixth  Part  of  a Penny  Sterliof;,  upon 
every  Scots  Pint  of  Beer  or  Ale  Tended  or  sold 
within  tlis  Town  of  Brunt-island  and  Liberties 
thereof,  for  increasing  tlie  public  Eevenue  of 
the  sniti  Town,  and  for  otlicr  Purposes  ilierein 
nientinncd. 

9.  — for  laying,  a Duty  of  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  Part  Of  a Penny  Sterling, 
upon  every  Scots  Pint  of  Beer  and  Ale  that 
shall  he  vended  or  sold  within  the  Town  of 
PilCenweem  and  Liberties  tliereof,  for  repair- 
ing tbo  Harliour  there,  and  for  tnaincoining 
other  public  Works  of  the  said  Turd. 

10.  ■ — for  making  forth  new  Exclieqner- 
Bills,  not  exceeding  one  Million,  at  a certain 
Interest ; and  for  tending  the  same  to  the 
South-Ses  Compiny  at  nn  higher  Interest, 
upon  Security  of  repaying  tiie  some  and  sacli 
high  Iniemc  into  the  Exchequer,  for  Uses  to 
which  the  Fund  for  lessening  toe  public  Debts 
(called  the  Sinking  Fund)  >s  applicable ; nnd 
for  circulsting  and  exchanging  upon  Dcitumd 
the  said  Bills  ator  near  the  Exchequer. 

11.  — for  laying  a Duty  upon  wrought 
Plate  ; and  for  applying  Money  arising  for  the 
clear  Produce  (by  Si^e  of  the  forfeited  Estates) 
towards  answering  his  Majes^’s  Supply  ; and 
for  taking  uEf  the  Dmnhncks  upon  flops  ex- 
ported for  Ireland  ; and  for  Payment  of  An- 
nuities, to  be  purchased  after  the  Rate  of  4f. 
per  centi  per  ann.  at  the  Exchequer,  redeem- 
able  by  Parliament ; tuid  for  appropriating 
Supplies  granted  in  this  Session  of  Parliament ; 
anil  to  prevent  counicrfeiiing  Receipts  and 
WeirantsofibeOfiicers  of  tlie  South-Sea  Com- 
pany ; and  for  explainitig  a late  Act  coiicem- 
jog  fureigii  Salt,  cellared  and  lacked  np  before 
the  S4lh  day  of  June  1719  ; end  to  give  a fur- 
ther Time  for  paying  Duties  on  certain  Ap- 
prentices Indeutursst  and  for  Kriiefof  Tlio- 
mas  Vernon,  Esq.  iuireUtion  la  a Parcel  of 
Seiinn imported  in  tbeYearl716. 

13.  — for  preventing  of  Froads  and  Abuses 
in  the  AUowsiices  on  damaged  Wines,  and  fur 
tenglheoiug  the  Time  for  the  Drawbacks  on 
the  Expurtation  of  Wines. 

13.  — for  nsceruining ' die  Breadths,  and 
preventing  Frauds  and  Abuses  iu  manufactur- 
tng  Serges,  Pladiii^  and  Fingnims,  and  for  re- 
gnlaling  tlie  Mniiuftccnrcs  of  Stockings,  in  that 
Purtof  Great  Britain  r^led  Scotland. 

14.  — f-ir  prolitbiting  the  Importation  of 
raw  Silk  luid  21ohair  Yam  of  the  Product 
or  Manufoeture  of  Asia,  from  uny  Ports  or 
Places  inthe.Streights  or  LeraniSeas,  except 
euch  Ports  and  Places  as  are  within  the  Doiui- 
nions  of  the  Cnuid  Sigoior. 

15.  — to  repeal  so  much  of  the  Act,  inli- 
niled,  ‘ An  ActforpreTuniing  Frauds,  and  re- 
‘ gulating  Ahaces  in  hh  Majesty's  Customs,’ 
passed  in  tho  13tli  and  14tn  Venrs  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  as  relates  to  the  probibil- 
iflg  the  Iniportetkiii  of  Ucitl-Bovds  end  Fir- 
Timber  ftoa^yBjMy.,^,  ,'i;  f'i"  l-vlh' 1 rivcKi 
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Id.  — to  explain  end  amend  an  Act  pnsiod 
in  ills  first  Year  of  Ids  Majesty’s  Heigu  inti- 
tuled, ‘ An  Act  to  encoumge  the  planting  of 
‘Timber-Trees,  Fruit-Trees,  and  other  Trees, 
* for  Omameut,  Shelter  or  Pruht,  uod  fur  the 
‘ better  Preservatiou  of  tlie  same,  uod  for  the 
' preventing  iJie  burning  of  Woods,  aud  for 
‘ the  belter  Preservation,  of  the  Fences  of  such 

17.  — forappiiiiilingCommissioners  to  exa- 
mine, staceanci  determine  the  Debs  due  to  the 
Army;  and  to  examine  and  state  Demands  of 
Severn  foreigit  Princes  and  States  for  Subsidies 
during  tlie  iatd  War. 

18.  -—for  better  securing  certain  Powers  end 
Privileges  intended  to  he  granted  by  liis  Ma- 
jesty by  two  Cbnrters,  for  Assurance  ofSIiips 
ami  Mercbatidizes  at  Sea,  and  tor  lending 
Money  upon  Bottomry;  tuid  for  restraining 
several  extravagant  and  omvarrunlabie  Prac- 
tices therein  mentiuned. 

19.  — for  making  perpetual  so  much  of  on 
Act  mode  in  the  lOtli  Year  of  the  Keign  of 
Queen  Anne,  for  the  reviving  and  continuing 
SQveral  Acts  therein  mentioned,  as  iblates  tu 
the  building  nnd  repairing  County  Gaols ; and 
also  an  Act  of  thellth  and  I2ih  Years  of  the 
Beign  of  King  William  the  Third,  for  the  more 
elfectiiai  Suppression  of  Piracy ; and  for 
making  more  efieclual  the  Act  of  the  13th 
Yeariri  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
iotituled,  ‘ An  Act  for  esubUshing  Articles 
‘ nnd  Orders  for  the  r^nlaling  and  better  Go- 
‘ vemmeut  of  his  Majesty's  Sbigs  of  War  and 
‘ Forces  by  Sea.’ 

50.  — for  comiuuing  the  Acts  formerly 
made  for  prepairing  the  Highways  in  the 
County  of  Hertford  therein  meutiun^,  and  for 
making  the  said  Acts  mure  edertual. 

91.  —for  preventing  Frauds  antlAbusesin 
tho  Public  Revenues  of  Excise,  Customs, 
Stamp-Duties,  Putt-Office,  and  House-Mnner. 

39.  — for  Relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors,  ami 
for  tlie  more  easy  Discharge  of  Baukiupu  out 
of  Execution,  after  their  Ceitidcstes  allowed. 

33.  — for  the  further  preventing  Rubbery, 
Burglary,  and  other  Febnies,  and  for  the  more 
ullecninl  Transportation  of  Felous. 

51.  — for  better  explninlng  the  Nature  of 
Cunveyances  to  be  made  to  the  Purchasers  of 
tliejbrfeified  Estata  bycheCotnmisiioners  and 
Trustees  acting  m Scutlaud ; and  for  preveiilinr 
DilKculiies  in  decurroiouig  Claims  on  the  said 
P.!ituie9 : and  to  enable  the  Judges  io  Ireland 
to  examine  Witnesses  relating  to  Claims  on 
forfeited  Estates  diere;  aild  for  enabling  such 
Corjioratioos  as  shall  puixhase  any  of  the  said 
Fstates,  to  grant  Aiituiidcs,  not  exceeding  d>e 
yearly  value  of  the  buidE^tei;  and  for  re- 
lieving the  Widow  and  Daughlurs  of  the  liiCa 
sir  Edward  Macdouald. 

95.  — for  repairing  the  Roads  from  Sie- 
veiiidgcin  Uie  County  nf  llurtiurd,  to  Bicgles- 
wsde  in  the  Cnunty  ofBedforrl. 

9S.  — Tor  enlarging  tbe  Term  granted  by  an 
Act  in  the  «h  Year  of  his  Majesty’s  Reiga, 
iBt4uls4,  ‘An  Aafor/epwinj^^Ilighway, 
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' leaditifi  (torn  tlie  StonevEnd  in  Kent-strect 
‘ to  iLe  Litnr-Kiliii  in  Emt-Gracunii'h  near 
' Blacv-IIentli.nnrl  M LenibliamCliarcb.  beinf; 

* tlie  I'liubtiJge  Rood  in  tlie  Cnunty  of  Kctii 
nnd  i'or  repoirmg  nnd  amendiiiK  the  Ili^lnvi.ys 
and  Roads  leadinj;  fruin  %Vcstoiiu<<ier  herry  in 
(he  Parish  uf  Lambeth  in  the  County  of  Surrey, 
to  New-Croes  m tlie  I’arish  of  Deptford  in  the 
County  of  Kent ; and  for  enlarging  Uie  Term 
.granted  by  an  Act  ptiesed  in  the  4ih  Year  of 
bis  Majesty’s  Reign,  intituled,  * An  Act  for 

* amending  tbe  Ko^s  from  the  City  of  Lotrdou 
‘ ui  theTovnof  Eusi-Griastend  in  the  County 
< of  Sussex,  and  to  Sutton  and  Kingston  in  the 
' County  of  Surrey;’  and  for  Explaining  and 
Amending  ihcsameAct. 

17.  — for  mokiog  the  Hirer  Darwenl  in  the 
County  of  Derby  narignble. 

S8.  — for  mnkuig  the  Hirer  Dougins  stlias 
Aslimd,  navigable,  Irom  the  Hirer  Ribble  to 
Wigan  in  the  Oiuiily  Prdatine  of  Lancaster, 

39.  — for  preserving  and  itnpruring  tbe  N’a- 
rigation  of  tbe  Hirer  Ouie  in  the  County  of 
iluRtington. 

30.  ~ for  making  tbe  River  Idle  navigable, 
from  East-Retford  in  tlie  County  of  Nottiiig- 
bam,  to  Bavttry-Wbarf  in  tbe  County  of  York. 

,dnno  7 Georgii  1, 

1.  An  Act  for  restrtrining  the  Sob-Governor, 
Deputy-Governor,  Director,  TrmsQrer  or  Ca- 
siiicr,  Deputy-Cnsliter,  iind  Accountant  of  the 
South-Sea  Company,  from  going  out  of  this 
Kingdom  for  the  Space  of  one  Year,  nnd  imiil 
ih%  cad  of  the  then  uext  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment; aud  for  tliscurering  their  Estates  and 
ElTecta;  and  for  preventing  tbe  transporting  or 
•lieuaiiiig  the  same. 

3.  — CO  disable  tlie  present  Sub-Governor 
Depaty-Gavemor  and  Directors  of  tbe  Soutb- 
Sea'Coinpsny,  at,  from,  and  after  tbe  resMCtivo 
Times  fur  electing  a Sub-Governor,  Deputy 
Governor  aud  new  Directors  of  tbe  said  Com- 
pany, to  lake,  hold  or  enjoy  any  Odict^  Place 
or  Employment  in  tbe  said  Conipsny,  or  in  the 
East-Indiit  Company,  or  Bank  of  England, 
nnd  from  voting  upnii  Eicctiuris  in  the  said 
Company. 

S.  —tiir  repealing  an  Act  made  in  the  9tb 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen 
Anne,  intituled,  ' An  Act  to  oblige  Ships 

* coming  from  Plnces  infected,  more  effectually 
‘ to  perform  their  Quaremine aud  for  ]ire- 
veoting  the  Plugue  being  brnuglit  iVoin  foreign 
Parts  ioto  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  tlie  Isles 
of  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alderney,  Sark  or  Mon ; 
and  to  hinder  the  vpreading  of  liifectiun. 

4.  — for  granting  OK  Aid  to  his  Mnjesty  hy 
a Land-Tax  tu  be  raiscil  in  Great  Biuoiri,  fur 
llie  Service  of^'lie  Year  1781. 

5. ' — to  enable  the  South-Sca  Cumpnny  to 
ingraft  Part  of  their  Capiiul  Stock  and  I'und, 
into  the  Slock  and  Fund  of  tlie  Bunk  of  Eng-, 
Ur»t.aad  another  pyc  thereof  iiitu  the  Stock 
and  Fund  of  (he  Eost-ludia  Company ; and 
lor  giving  further  Time  fur  Puymunu  to  be 
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made  by  the  said  Sonlb-Sea  Company,  to  the 
Use  of  the  Public, 

d.  — fi>r  punishing  Mutiny  and  Uesenioo, 
and  for  the  better  Payment  uf  the  Army  and 
their  (junrttrs. 

A — III  preserve  and  encourage  the  Wuollcn 
and  Silk  Mnnuraclures  of  tbs  Kingdom ; uetd 
for  more  ciTectual  employing  liie  Pirur,  bv  pro- 
liihiiiiig  tho  Use  ami  Wenr  of  uJi  printed, 
pnimed,  stnined  or  died  Cnllicoes,  in  Apparel, 
Houshoid  stuff,  Fuminire  ur  uiberwise,  after 
the  Siitli  day  of  December  1733  (except  os 
therein  is  excepted.) 

8.  — for  enlarging  iLc  Time  for  making  the 
River  Keniiet  narigaUe  from  Reading  to  New- 
bury in  tbe  County  of  Berks. 

9.  — for  tho  better  Preservation  of  the 
Harbour  of  Rye  in  the  County  of  Snasex. 

10.  for  making  the  River  Weaver  navigable 
from  Frudsltam-Bridee  Cu  Windsfoid-Bridge  in 
the  County  of  Chester. 

U.  — for  iinisliing  and  adoraiug  the  new 
Chapel,  called  St.  George's  Chapel,  in  Crem 
Yaroioutb  in  the  County  of-Norfolk,  and  for 
enlightening  the  Streets  of  the  said  Town,  by  a 
Duty  or  Iniposidun  of  Coals,  Culm  and  Cin- 
ders, tu  be  landed  and  consumed  there. 

13.  — for  employing  the  Manulkctiires,  and 
encouraging  the  Consumption  ofUaw-Silk  and 
iMihair  Yarn,  by  prohibiiing  tbe  Wearing  ot 
Buttons  and  Bulloii-boles  made  of  Clutb, 
Serge,  or  other  Sfutli. 

13.  — for  regulating  the  Journejmoii  Tay- 
lors wiibiii  (lie  Weekly  Bills  of  Alorialicy. 

14.  — forcontinoiiig  (he  Duties  granted  by 
several  Acts  made  in  theOlhand  10th  Yenii 
of  her  late  Majesty’s  Reign,  for  repairing  tbe 
Harbour  aud  Key  of  Waicbelt,  in  the  County 
of  Somerset. 

M.  — for  making  the  Rivers  Mrrcy  and 
Irwell  navigable  from  Liverpoole  to  Muiicbev- 
ter,  in  the  County  Palatine  iK'  Lancaster. 

id.  for  (lie  better  preseiving  and  keeping  in 
Repair  the  Piers  oi'  tlie  Town  and  Port  uf 
Whitby  in  ilw  Coun^  of  York,  and  for  ex- 
plaining nnd  making  more  effectual  the  several 
Acta,passed  for  lengthening  and  repairing  (be 
Piers  of  Bridlington,  olins  Buriiugton,  in  the 
said  County. 

17.  — for  making  navigable  the  River  Dene, 
from  Nurthnich,  where  it  joins  tlie  Riter 
Weaver,  to  the  falling  in  of  Weelock-Brookj 
aini  Weel»ck-Urook  up  to  Weelock-Bridge  iu 
ihii  County  of  Chester. 

18.  — lor  enlarging  the  Term  grauted  by 
nil  Actpasai'd  in  the  10th  Yenr  of  the  Reign 
of  her  late  Majaty  Qneeu  Anne,  intituled, 
‘ An  Act  for  repairing  the  Road  from  IBgb- 
‘ gate  Gate-house  in  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
‘.tu  B.-trnet  Biockhouso  in  tlie  County  ofllert- 
‘ ford  ;’  nnd  for  repairing  the  Road  leading 
from  the  Bear-Inn  in  Hadley,  to  the  Sign  of 
(lie  Angel  in  Entieid  Chascin  the  said  County 
of  Middlesex. 

19.  — lircoDtinoing  an  Act  made  m ih* 
dtbYear  of  thu%Reign  of  her  lato  MajrstJ 
Queen  Aiine,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  for  a'pairu>S 
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• and  enlarging  l!ieIIi|liwayB  between  the  Top 
‘ of  Kingsdowo-llill  and  ciie'City  of  Bath ; and 
‘ a!«i  several  Highways  leading  to  ami  throngli 
' iliu  uid  City;  aud  for  cleansing,  paving  and 

* lighting  the  Streets,  nnd  regulniing  the 
' Citniniieii  there and  for  cxplaioiog  and 
making  the  said  Act  more  elfeMual. 

20.  — for  continuing  the  Duties  on  Mnlr, 
Mum.  Cyder  and  Ferry,  to  raise  Moiicv  by 
wny  of  a Lotiery,  fiir  the  Service  of  the  VeaV 
1721,  nud  for  trutislerring  the  Deficiency  of  a 
Into  iVlnlt-Act  to  the  Land-Tax  fur  the  said 
Year;  and  for  disposing  certain  overplus 
Wniiey  to  proper  OUjecls  of  L'linrity;  ami  fbr 
giving  furtlier  Time  to  Clerks  anri  Apprentices 
l(>  pay  Duties  oniiued  to  be  paid  fur  their  In- 
dentures and  CuDtructs  i and  touching'  small 
Quantities  of  Cyder  exported  ; nnd  for  Kelief 
of  Captain  John  Ferry,  concerning  Dagenham 
Breach ; nnd  tuurlu'ng  lust  Bills,  Tickets  or 
Orders  ; and  cunceniing  the  Duty  of  small 
Pieces  of  fdete ; and  to  euttble  the  Undertakers 
for  raising  Thames  Water  in  Yark-Buildiogs, 
tosell  Annuities  by  «ny  of  a Lottery;  and 
fur  satisfyiog  a Debt,  which  was  charg^  on 
the  late  ljuty  on  liups;  and  for  appropriating 
tlid  Monies  graiiteil  m tliis  Session  of  Par- 
liament. 

21.  — for  the  further  preventing  his  Ma- 
jesty's Subjects  from  trading  to  the  Fnst-lndies 
under  fnreign  Commissinns  ; an<l  lor  encou- 
raging  and  furtlier  securing  the  lawful  Trade 
thereto ; and  for  further  regulating  the  Pilule  of 
Dover,  De4  and  Isle  ofThonet. 

22.  — for  enabling  Chnrii's  Ear!  of  Arran 
CO  purchase  the  fnrleitcd  locate  of  James 
Butler,  late  Duke  uf  Urmond  ; and  for  grant- 
iog  llelief  to  William  lace  Lord  Widdrington ; 
and  fiir  eiilaiKing  the  Time  for  deiermiuing 
Claims  upuii  the  forfeited  Escacea ; nnd  for  rii- 
Bbiing  llie  Coinnilssiuners  fur  the  said  forfeited 
BsCnlcs  to  ceitily  into  the  Exchequer,  nil  such 
Estates  as  they  Imve  found  to  be  given  tn 
Popish  or  superstitious  Uses. 

23.  — for  repniriug  the  several  Ronds 
leading  from  ihe^  Town  of  Ledbury  in  the 
County  of  [lereford,  to  the  several  Places 
therein  mentioned. 

24.  — for  repairing  the  Road  fVum  Wen- 
dover  to  the  l'o»u  uf  Bnckingliani,  in  the 
County  of  Bucks. 

25.  — fur  laying  a Duyrof  two  Pennies 
Scots,  or  one  sixth  fart  0^ a Penny  Sterling, 
ahull  upon  every  Scots  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer  that 
be  brewed  for  Sale,  vended  or  lapped  within 
the  Tuwu  ol  Jedburgh,  and  Fi  ivileges  then  of, 
fur  paying  the  puhlic  Debts  uf  ilie  sunl  ruwu, 
and  for  auppiyiiig  the  same  with  fre*h  Water,  1 
and  fur  other  purpasi-aclareiu  niLiitioued. 

26.  — for  repuirine  tlieKuud  iromS'.  Gdes’s 
Pound  to  Kilboume  Bridge,  in  the  County  uf 
Middlesex. 

27.  — for  raising  a Sum 'not  exceeding 
500,000/.  bychurging  Aunuilivu  at  the  Unte  ol 
5I.  pur  cent,  per  non.  upon  the  Civil  List  Ke- 
venues,  till  redeemed  hy  ilirCVown;  and  for 
aoabUi^  his  Majesty,  iui  Ueirs  or  Successors,  ^ 
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(by  causing  such  a Deduction  to  be  made  as 
therein  ia  mentioned)  to  make  good  to  the 
Civil  List  the  Payments  which  siiall  have  been 
made  upon  the  guid  Annuities  ; and'  for  bor- 
rowing Money  upon  certain  Louery-Tickets  ; 
nnd  fur  disctmrging  tlie  CorpOn\;iont  for  As- 
surances of  P.xrtof  the  Money  which  they  were 
obliged  10  pay  to  hia  Mgjesty ; nnd  for  making 
goniT  n Deficiency  to  the  East-India  Company . 

23.  — for  raising  Money  upun  the  Estates 
uf  the  late  Sub-Guvernor,  Deputy-Governor, 
Director,  Cashier,  Depuiy-Cnaliicr  and  Ac- 
countant of  ihe  South-Boa  Compony,  and  of 
John  Aisinbic,  Esq.  nnd  likewise  of  James 
Crnggs,  Senior,  Esq.  deceased,  towards  roaking 
gooJihp greuc  Loss  and  Damage  sustained  by 
the  said  Company  ; and  for  disabling  such  uf 
the  said  Persona  as  are  living,  to  lintd  any 
Office  or  Place  of  Tnwt  under  the  Crown,  or 
to  sic  or  vute  in  Pailiameiil  for  the  future  ; 
and  for  oilier  Purposes  in  the  said  Act  ex- 
pressed. 

20.  — fartbe  King's  most  Gracious,  Gene- 
ral nud  Free  Pardon. 

so.  — fur  nppoinling  Commissioners  to  ex- 
amine, state,  and  determine  the  Debts  due  to 

51.  — for  ctplainiog  and  making  more 
eHectual  the  several  Acts  concerning  Bankrupts. 

52.  — to  explain  nnd  ninemt  the  Act  of  the 
lOihYearof  her  late  Majesty's  Reign,  luti- 
tulcd,  ‘ Ad  Act  lor  rvpairiug  the  llighway  or 
* Kuad  frmn  the  Sloiiea-Eud  iu  the  I'nrish  of 
‘St.  Jjconaril,  Sbutedilch,  in  tlie  County  of 
' Middlesex,  to  the  fiirtiicnnust  Pure  of  'me 
■ Nurthem  Hoad  in  the  Parish  ul  Eiilicli),  in  cbe 
‘ same  County,  next  to  the  Parish  of  Chesliunc 
‘ in  the  County  of  Hertford.' 

Anna  7 6«r^'i  1.  Sfst.  2. 

An  Act  fnr  making  several  Provisions  to  re- 
store the  Puhlic  Cr^it,  which  suffers  by  the 
Frauds  anti  Mismanageuiencs  of  the  late  Di- 
rectors olThe  Soutb-Sgn  Cumpany,  and  utlicrs. 

, Anno  8 Georgii  1. 

1.  An  Act  for  gmoting  an  Aid  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  s Land-Tax  to  be  reived  in  Great  Bri- 
tain,  fur  the  Service  of  the  Year  17S2. 

2.  — for  continuing  the  Duties  oa  Malt, 
Mum,  Cyder  nnd  Perry,  to  raise  MonM  by 
wayof'a  Lottery,  for  tlie  Service  of  tlieYear 
1722,  nnd  fiir  traiisferriug  the  PefidcncicE  of  a 
lute  Malt-Act  ti>  tbe  Land-Tax  for  the  said 
Veur;  nnd  fur  giving  Time  fur  inserting  the 
Money  given  with  Apprentices  in  ilieir  Inden- 
tures. and  louciiiiig  lost  Bills,  Tickets  nr  Or- 
ders ; fuiri  fiir  exchnnging  the  Tickc's  in  the 
Exchequer  for  Cercilicutes ; and  fur  suppressing 
Lotteries,  deeniniiiated  Sales,  and  01  her  private 
Loitories:  and  for  c-ularguig  the  Time  lor  tite 
Accuuiitant  General  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
10  return  Duplicates  of  Annuicieg  into  tbe  Ex- 

3.  — for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion, 
and  fur  the  better  Payment  of  tbs  Army  and 
their  Quaiien. 
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4>  — for  taking  ofT  tb«  T)atj  upon  ail  Salt  | 
M«d  in  die  Curing  of  red  Uernnga,  and  lading  | 
a pruportionatile  l>ut/  upon  nil  Uerringn  : 
coniumed  at  Ifome  uni;  ; and  Ibr  anccrt-.iinin^  ; 
the  Custume  and  Excise  payable  fur  die  Sagnv- 
Iluuses  in  Scotland ; and  for  making  un  Al- 
iowaiice  fur  Salt  lost  in  an;  Harbour  or  Hirer 
of  this  Healni  ; and  for  die  better  securing  the 
Dutira  ou  Saltdelirered  in  Scotlnml. 

5.  — to  cxpiaiii  and  nmeiid  the  Act  passed 
in  iba  third  Year  of  his  present  Mejc«t;’s 
lloigo,  for  repairing  the  Higlinav  from  severnl 
Places  llierein  meotioned,  leading  towards 
Highgatc  Uate-Qouse  aud  Ilumpaiesd,  in  the 
Count;  of  Middlesex. 

6.  — for  grants  the  People  calletl  Quakers, 
such  Funos  of  Amrinalion  nr  Declarmiou,  as 
ma;  remove  the  DifEcukies  which  man;  of 
Uiem  lie  under. 

7.  — for  layiogaDut;  of  two  Pennies  Scots 
or  one  sixth  Part  of  a Penn;  Sterling,  upon 
ever;  Scots  Pint  of  Ale  or  Ueer  that  shall  be 
brewed  for  Sale,  vended  or  tapped  within  the 
Town  of  Elgiiie,  and  Privileges  tberi-of,  for 

Cing  the  pohlic  Debts  of  the  said  Town,  and 
other  the  Purposes  therein  mentioneil. 

8.  — to  enable  bis  Majesty  eSectuall;  to 

?rohibic  Commerce  (for  iiie  Space  of  one 
ear)  with  any  Country  that  is  or  shall  be  in- 
fected vriih  the  Plague ; aud  for  sliortening  the 
CuQCinuance  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  7th  Year 
of  his  Majesty’s  Reign,  intituled,  ‘ An  Act  for 
‘ repealing  an  Aoi  made  in  ihe  9th  Year  of  her 
‘ late  Majcst)r  Queen  Anne,*  imitoled,  ‘ An 
‘ Act  to  oblige  Ships  enmiog  from  Places 
< infected,  more  etfoctusUy  to  perform  their 
* Quareniine;  and  for  the  beiter  prevetu- 
‘ ing  tlie  Plague  being  bronght  from  Foreign 
' Parts  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  fsles 
‘ of  Giierusey,  Jersey,  Alderney,  Sark  nr  Man ; 

' and  to  hinder  the  Spreading  of  infeetbn.’ 

9.  — for  cuntinuii^  an  Act  passed  in  the 
iOth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  Majesty,  in- 
tituled, ‘ An  Act  for  Tenairiag  the  Kieliivn; 

‘ hetween  n certain  Puce  called  JCiTbum- 
* Bridge,  in  the  Count;  ofMiddie&cx,  and  Spar- 
‘ rows-Uerne  in  the  County  of  llectfordj'  and  for 
snaking  the  said  Act  more  effectual. 

10.  — for  repealingsurh  Clauses  in  the  Act 
passed  in  the  7tb  Year  of  his  Wnjesty's  Reign 
(relating  to  Quorentine  and  the  PiegnujasgiTe 
Power  to  remove  Persons  from  their  ilahita- 
tions,  or  to  make  Lines  about  Places  infected. 

11.  — fop  restoring  and  rebuilding  the  Haven 
and  Piers  of  Bridport,  in  the  Count;  ofDorseij 
and  for  making  a Sluice  there. 

IS.  — giving  forther  F-ucouragetnent  for  the 
Importation  of  Nuvitl  Stores;  and  fur  other 
Purposes  therein  memioneit. 

13.  — for  the  amending  the  Highways, 
leading  from  Brampioo-Bridge,  near  Church- 
Brampton  in  the  County  of  Northampton, 
tbrnogh  the  Parish  of  Thumb;,  to  a Bridge 
called  IVelford-Bridgp,  in  the  Pariah  nf  Wel- 
ford  in  ahe  said  County ; end  also  the  great 
Prrst-Rnad  from  a Place  called  iMorter-Pit  Uili, 
ill  the  Parish  of  ^n^foi^^in  ^ Cow)ty,, 
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through  the  Towns  and  Parishes  ofBrixworth, 
Lamport,  Majdwell,  Kvlmarsh,  and  Oxeodon 
.Magna,  to  a Bridge  called  Chaio-Bpidge,  lead- 
ing luio  Market  ilarborongh  in  the  County  of 
Leicester. 

14.  — for  making  the  Kiver  Eden  navi, 
gable  to  Bank-End  in  the  County  of  Cumber- 

15.  — for  Encouragement  of  the  .Silk  Manih 
foclures  of  tills  Kiogdom  ; nnd  for  taking  oir 
several  Duties  on  Merchandizes  exported  • 
Hod  forreducing  the.Duties  upon  Benver-Skius, 
Pepper,  -Mace,  Cloves,  and  Kutmegsinipottril ; 
and  for  the  importation  of  all  Furs  of  lU- 
Product  of  the  British  Plantations,  iiitn  th» 
Kingdom  only ; and  that  the  iwii  Curpuratiuns 
of  Assurance,  on  an;  Suits  brought  on  their 
Policies,  shall  be  linble  only  to  single  Damages 
and  Costs  of  Suit. 

IG.  — for  tnkiag  off  the  Duty  upon  all  Salt 
used  in  the  Curing  and  Makire’  of  White  Her- 
rings, and  instead  thereof  laying  a propurtiona- 
ble  Duty  upon  all  While  Ilerrioes  consumed  at 
Home  only  j and  for  mekiBgan  Allowonrie  for 
Tobacco  exported  from  ScDtluud,  in  the  Time 
Ihercia  mentioDed;  and  for  giving  farther 
Relief  to  the  lUfiners  of  Rock-Sait. 

J7.  — for  more  cgual  paying  and  better  col- 
lecttng  certain  xmall  Sums  therein  mentioned, 
for  Relief  of  Ship-wrecked  Miiriners,  and  dis- 
tressed Persons  (his  Majesty's  Subjects)  in  tJie 
Kingdom  of  Portugal;  ami  for  other  pious  and 
cluiritabie  Purposes  usually  contributed  to  by 
the  Mercliaiils  ir.iding  to  Poicugal. 

18.  ~ to  prevent  the  clandestine  RuDoiag 
of  Goods,  anil  the  Danger  of  liifecciun  thereby  ; 
ami  to  pros  cut  Ships  hreoking  their  Qunren- 
line  : and  tr>  subject  Copper  bre,  of  the  Pro- 
duction of  the  British  Plantations,  to  such  Re- 
gulations, ns  other  enumerated  Commodities  of 
the  like  Production  ore  subject. 

19.  — for  the  better  Recovery  of  the  Penal-  * 
lies  inflicted  upon  Persons  who  destroy  tite  f 

SO.  — for  paying’ off  and  cancelling  one  , 
Million  of  Exchequer-Bills,  nnd  to  give  F.ose 
to  the  Soutb-Sea  Company,  in  ratficct  of  its 
present  bhligation  to  circulate  or  cuiitribute 
towards  circulating  Exchequer-Bills ; and  Ip 
pve  forriierThne  to  tliat  Company  for  llepa^ 
incut  of  one  Million,  which  was  lent  to  ihem ; 
and  for  issuing  a fuller  Sum  of  New  Exche- 
quer-Bills towards  his  Majesty’s  Supply,  w he 
ditcinuged  and  cancelled,  wlion  tlie  s.aid  Cena- 
pony  shall  repay  the  Million  owiog  by  them; 
nnd  tliai  the  Exchequer-Bills,  wliidi  arcto con- 
tinue, may  be  circulated  at  easy  nnd  moderate 
Rates ; nod  hir  appropriaiinp  the  Suppl'f* 
granted  to  his  Majesty  in  this  Session  of  Pnt> 
liament ; nod  for  Relief  of  the  Sufferers  nt 
Nevisand  St.  Clirivtophers,  by  an  Invasion  of 
the  French  in  the  Iite  W.ir,  and  for  laying  a 
further  Dotv  on  Apples  imported ; nnd  for  as-  , 

certaining  ciie  Duties  oa  Pictures  unported. 

Gl.  — to  enable  die  Sonlh-Sea  Company  fo  ^ 

dispose  of  the  Effects  in  their  Hands  by  way  of  , 

^(tefy.,or,Sii!?^C!ipj»9,  Mr,,tO;8pj  Part  ofther  ^ 
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Fund  or  Annui^  papbte  At  tbs  Exchequer,  in 
unlcr  to  pay  the  Delila  uf  tlic  said  Cnmpnuy ; 
■mi  for  liclier  nf  tiicb,  whu  were  inccniled  lo 
Imvp  the  Beuefie  uf  a late  Act  tooching  I’aj- 
luent  of  Ten  per  cent,  (herein  mentioned. 

33.  — to  prevent  tlie  Mitchiefs  h;  foreign 
Powers  to  transfer  sacb  Stocks,  or  to  receive 
sucli  Annuities  or  Dividends  as  are  therein 
memioned,  or  by  fraudulently  personniing  ilia 
true  Owners  thereof ; nod  to  rectify  the  Mis- 
takes of  the  late  M.anagers  for  taking  Subscrip- 
tions for  incraasiog  the  Capital  Stock  of  ine 
Soutb-Sea  Company,  and  in  the  Insirumenu 
founded  thereupon. 

SS.  — forprolon^g. the  Times  for  hearing 
and  determiniog  Claims  before  the  Trustees,  in. 
whom  the  Estates  of  the  lete  South-Sea  Direc- 
tors, and  of  John  Aislabie,  Esq.  and  likewise 
of  James  Cmegs,  Esq.  deceased,  arc  vested  ; 
and  for  other  Purposes  therein  mentioned. 

34.  ~ for  t^ie  more  efiectoal  suppressing  of 
Piracy. 

35.  — for  supplying  some  Defects  in  the 
Statute  of  the  S3rd  of  King  Henry  the  8tb, 

' inlituled,  ■ An  Act  for  Obligations  to  be 
* taken  by  two  Chief  Justices,  the  Mayor  of 
■the  Staple,  and  Recorder  of  London;’  and 
for  setting  dawn  the  Time  of  signing  Judg- 
ments in  the  Principality  of  Wales,  and  Coun- 
ties Palatine. 
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26.  — for  belter  supplying  tbeCityandLiber- 

ties  of  Westminster,  and  Ports  adjacent,  with 
Water. 

sr.  — for  the  better  preveming  Abuses 
committed  in  wetting  and  packing  uf  Butter 
in  the  City  of  York. 

28.  — for  supplying  the  Records  of  the 
Commissan  Court  of  AbcnIecD,  burnt  or  lost 
in  tlie  late  Fire  there. 

S3.  — for  preventing  Delays  in  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  Trust  reposed  in  the  Gaveniors  of 
cbe  Hospital  of  King  JatAe^  founded  in  the 
Charter-House,  at  the  Cbniges  of  Tboinos 
Sutton,  Esq.  for  the  Benefit  of  the  said  Hus- 

30,  — for  repairing  the  Highways  from  the 
Stones'End  at  Whitechapel  Churoh,  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  to  Sbenfield,  and  to  the 
furthermost  Part  of  the  Parish  of  Woodford, 
leading  to  the  Town  of  Epping  in  the  County 
of  Eas«. 

31.  — to  vest  the  Ground,  Wharf  aad  Key, 
called  Wood-Key,  in  the  Parish  of  All  Saints 
Barking,  iq  the  City  of  London,  with  the 
Buildings  nod  Warehouses  thereupon,  in  Trus- 
tees for  his  Majesty,  his  Heirs  and  Successors 
for  ever,  subject  to  an  Agreement  made  on 
liis  Majesty’s  Behalf,  with  the  Wardens  and 
Assistants  of  the  Frcc-School  in  Seveooake,  in 
cbe  County  of  Kent. 
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